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PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  THIKD  8BSMON   OP  THE   FIFTH   CONQBESS,  BEGUN   AT  THE   CITy  OF 
PHILADELPHIA,  MONDAT,  DECEMBER  8,  ITSB. 


MoHiUT,  December  3,  1796. 

Thia  beiDg  the  daf  appoioied  bjr  the  Constilu- 
lion  foi  the  anuiial  meeting  of  CongreUf  a  autn- 
ber  of  members  of  the  Houie  of  RepreteDlatiTes 
tssemUed  in  theii  Chamber. 

The  folloirin^  are  the  names  of  the.members 
present: 

/Vmt  fine  Hamptlare. — Abiil  Fobteb,  Jona- 

TBAN    FaBBMAN,    WILUAM    QoRDOM.  kod    PBLBO 

SnABJiB. 

/V^MK  MiutaehutetU. — DwiaaT  Fostek,  Sam- 
del  LiMAN,  Habaisom  a.  Otis,  Geo.  Thatcbbb. 
JoBEPB  B.  VARtiaM,  and  Pt:i,BO  Wadbwoktb. 

fVom  Rhode  Idimd. — Thomas  Tillihohabt. 

From  CatmKticuL — SamoelW.Daha,  Cbadn- 
CBT  Goonaica,  and  Rooer  ORieiraLD. 

FfOM  Nev  York. — David  Brooks,  Hbnbt 
Olbiv,  JoliATHAN  N.  Havbus,  and  Hgzekias  L. 

UOSMBR. 

From,  Afeie  Jena/. — Jokatbaei  Daytom,  (the 
Speaker.) 
FrmnPtmufhania, — DavidBard,JohrCbap- 

HAN,  WiLUAH  FlMDLET,  AUBRT  OaLLATIR,  JOBH 

A.  Haniia,  Blair  HcClehacbjUI,  and  RioaARV 
Tbohab. 

f\vm  MoT^and. — OaoRflB  Dert. 

From  Virginia.— ioan  Cloptor,  Jobh  Daw- 
son, David  HouiBB,  Jameb  MACBiB,aad  Daniel 

M  ORG  AH. 

Fnm,  North  Coro^fno.— Mattbbw  Locke,  Na- 
THAHiBL  Macok,  and  Richard  Stahfokd. 

/Voir  T^iUMMce. — William  Cbarlbb  Cole 
Claiborne. 

From  Georgia. — Abbarah  Baldwir. 

Three  aew  memben  to  wit :  Johatbar  Bracb, 
retunied  to  lerre  id  ihi«  Hou*e  a«  a  member  for 
CoDDecticDt,  ID  the  room  of  Joahna  Coit,  de- 
ceased; RoasaT  Walk,  returoed  1o  serve  ai  a 
member  for  PennsylTaDia,  in  the  room  of  John 
8  waotrick.  deceased;  and  Joseph  Boolgston,  re- 
tiirneJ  to  serve  as  a  member  for  Virginia,  in  the 
room  of  William  B.  Giles,  who  has  resigned  hii 
se«t;  appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  and 
took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

A  little  aft«T  12  o'clock  the  Sfbaeeb  of  the 
Hoose  took  his  Chair,  the  names  of  all  the  mem- 
bers were  called  over  by  the  Clerk,  and  there  ap- 
pearing only  forty  present,  (fourteea  short  of  a 
quorum,)  a  motion  was  raa^e  to  adjouto,  and  the 
5th  Cos.— 77 


Tdebday,  December  4. 

Sereral  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Ma*s» 
huseiis,  Stephen  Bollock  j  from  New  Jersey, 
James  H.  Imi^av  ;  from  Fennsylvania,  Jobm 
Wilkes  Kitteha  ;  from  Mary laod, Geo hqe  Babs, 
Jr.,  William  Craik,  and  Samuel  Smith;  from 
Virginia,  Antbont  New,  Abbam  Tbioo,  Jobr 
"*  lo,  and  Abraham  Venablb  ;  from  North  Cr> 
a,  Thomas  Blount  ;  and  from  South  Caro- 
lina, WrLLiAM  Smith  ;  appeared  and  took  their 
seats  in  the  Huuse. 

new  member,  to  wit;  RoBsiir  Bsown,  rt- 
turned  to  serv«  in  this  House  as  a  member  foi 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  room  of  Samuel  Silgrearea, 
appointed  a  CommiKsiDner  of  the  Uniletf  State* 
nnder  the  sixth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity, 
Commerce,  and  Navigation,  with  Great  Britain, 
appeared  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

But  a  quomin  of  the  whole  number  Dot  being 
present,  the  House  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  December  5. 

Several  other  memben,  lo  wit :  from  Hassa- 

ehusetu,   Isaac   Parker,  Jobr   Rssd,  Samdri. 

Bewall,  and  William  Sbspard  ;  from  Cdddsc- 

ticnt,  Nathaniel  Smith;  from  New  York,  Lo- 

CAB    ELMERDORr,    JoHN  &.  VaH  ALBK,  BOd  JOBM 

Williams;  irom  New  Jersey,  Jahbb  Schcir»- 
MAN  ;  and  from  South  Carolina,  Robert  Qoob- 
LOB  Harper  and  John  Rdtlsdob,  Jr.,  appeared, 
BDd  look  their  seats  in  the  House. 

And  a  quorum  consisting  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number,  being  present. 

The  oalh,  or  affirmation,  to  support  the  Cooaii- 
tution  of  the  United  States,  as  prescribed  by  ibe 
entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  time  and 
ner  of  administering  certain  oaths,"  was  ad- 
mioistered  by  Mr.  Speaker  to  the  following  new 
members,  to  wil :  Jonathan  Braob,  RobbbT 
Bbown,  Robert  Waln,  aod  Joseph  SoaLESTOli. 
who  took  their  seats  in  the  House  on  the  thira 
and  fourth  iostani. 

<h^reiL  That  a  message  be  sent  to  ihe  Seoat* 
to  inform  them  that  a  quotum  of  this  House  is  •*- 
semUed,  sod  ready  to  proceed  U  ' 
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HIStORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


PreeiderU'g  Speedi. 


[December,  1798. 


.  Commitlee  of  Elections  t 
to  the  st&ndiDg  rules  and  o 


',  Mr.  New,  tknd  Mr.  Bai 


Ordered,  Tbat 
appointed,  pursua: 
ders  of  ibe  House 

And  a  commiti 
HDU,  Mr.  GooDH 
KiTTEBA,  Mr.  Dei 

NEWSPAPERS  FOR  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  EJTTEBA  moved  the  usual  resolutions  for 
nipplfioff  the  raembers  with  three  daily  aewspa- 
pen,  at  taeir  respective  lodgings. 

Mr.  Macon  inquired  whether,  by  itguai,  waB 
meant  the  resolution  paued  at  the  last  session, 
which  authorized  members  lo  be  served  with  any 
three  papers  published  on  the  Continent,  or  that 
formerly  passed,  which  had  reference  only  to  pa- 

Ers  printed  in  this  city?  If  the  formerjras  meant, 
should  be  opposed  to  it ;  but  if  the  latter,  he 
wished  it  to  pais. 

Mr.  KiTTEDA  observing  that  it  was  the  resolu- 
tion Which  was  confined  to  the  city  papers,  it 
passed  without  objection. 

No  other  btisiness  being  before  the  House,  a 
motion  was  made  and  carried  to  adjourn. 


Thcrbday,  December  6. 

Several  others  members,  to  wit:  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Bailey  Bartlett;  from  Vermont,  Lew- 
IB  R.  Morris;  from  Pennsylvania,  Andrew 
Qheoo  and  Joseph  Heibter  ;  from  Maryland, 
KiCHARD  SpRtooj  and  from  Virginia,  Johh  Ni- 
cholas; appeared,  and  took  (heir  seals  in  the 
Rouse. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  the  number  of  members 
required  by  the  Constitution  to  do  business  were 
present ;  that  they  had  appointed,  in  the  absence 
of  the  President  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Laubance, 
President  pro  tempore,  and  that  they  were  ready 
to  proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  that  quorums  of  both  Houses 
being  assembled,  he  believed  the  next  siepought  to 
be  lue  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  of  the 
two  Houses,  for  the  purpose  of  waiting  upon  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  inform  him  that 
they  are  ready  to  receive  any  commu nitrations 
which  he  may  think  proper  to  make  to  them.  He, 
therefore,  made  the  usual  motion,  which  was 
■greed  to,  and  Messrs.  Dana,  Venable,  and  Hah- 
PBB,  were  appointed  a  commitlee  on  the  part  of 
the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  announced  the  ap- 
pcHDtment  of  Messrs.  Read  and  Paine,  as  a  com- 
mittee on  their  pari,  to  join  the  committee  of  the 
House,  for  the  purpose  of  wailing  upon  the  Presi- 
dent. 

The  joint  committee  waited  upon  the  Presi- 
dent accordingly,  and  afker  some  time,  Mr.  Dana 
reported  to  the  House,  thai  the  committee  had 
performed  the  business  assigned  them;  that  the 
President  had  signified  his  intention  of  making 
a  communication  to  both  Houses  in  the  Repre- 
aeutatives'  Chamber  on  Saturday,  at  12  o'clock  ; 
uid  that  he  also  added,  his  present  indisposition 


was  the  cause  of  his  postponing  the  ci 
tion  till  that  lime. 

Mr.  Dekt  having  moved  that  when  the  House 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Saturday,  and  the 
motion  being  concurred  in.  another  was  made  to 
adjourn,  and  the  House  adjourned  accordingly. 

Satuhdav,  December  S. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Connecti- 
cut, William  EoMONOifrom  Maryland,  Jobm 
DEHNiaand  William  Hini>man  ;  and  from  Vir- 
ginia, Thohab  Evanh  and  Walter  Jones,  ap- 
peared and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

The  House  having  been  called  to  order,  and 
the  Journal  read,  the  Speaker  observed  that  the 
hour  was  nearly  arrived  at  which  the  President 
had  propo^ted  to  make  his  communications  to  both 
House*,  and  read  a  resolution  which  was  usually 
entered  into  on  such  occasions,  informing  the  Sen- 
ate that  ihis  House  is  formed,  and  ready  to  receive 
any  communications  which  the  President  may 
be  pleased  to  make  to  them.  The  re^oluiioc  was 
adopted,  and  a  message  having  been  sent  to  the 
Senate  therewith,  the  members  soon  after  entered 
and  look  the  places  prepared  for  ihem. 

At  twelve  o'clock.  Lieutenant  General  Wa8H- 
iNOTON.  with  his  Secretary.  Colonel  Leah,  Major 
Qenerals  Pinckney  and  Hamilton,  entered  the 
Hall,  and  took  their  places  on  the  rieht  of  the 
Sfeaker'b  Chair.  The  British  and  Portuguese 
Ministers,  and  the  British  and  Danish  Consuls, 
with  their  Secretaries,  had  their  places  assigned 
ibem  on  the  left  of  the  Chair. 


PRESIDENT'S  SPEECH. 

A  few  minutes  after  13,  the  PiEaiDEKT  OP  thb 
United  Statga,  accompanied  by  his  Secretary, 
and  the  Heads  of  the  several  Departments  of  the 
Oovenmieni,  appeared.  The  Prebident  having 
taken  bis  seat,  and  the  officers  of  Government 
theirs,  near  the  general  officers,  he  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  two  Houses  as  follows : 
Genllemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Genitemen  of  the  Houte  of  Sepraentalivei  .■ 

While  with  reverence  and  mignBlion  we  conlem- 
plale  the  dispensations  of  Divine  Providence,  in  the 
alarming  and  destructive  peitilence  with  which  (cverml 
of  our  dtiei  and  towns  have  baenvkjled,  there  is  cause 
Ibr  gimtitude  and  mutual  congratulations  that  the  mala- 
dy hu  disappesT«d,  and  that  we  are  again  pennitted 
to  asHmble  in  sate^  at  tho  seat  of  Government,  for  the 
diadiarge  of  our  important  dnties.  But,  when  wo  re- 
flect Ih^  A\*  fatal  diwuder  has.  within  a  few  yaan, 
made  rapealcd  ravages  in  some  of  our  principal  iMpoita, 
and  with  increawtd  malignancy ;  and,  whan  wa  coom- 
der  the  msgnitiide  of  ihe  evils  arising  fnun  the  inter- 
ruption of  public  and  private  business,  whenby  the  na- 
tional interests  are  deeply  affected.  I  think  it  my  dutj 
to  invite  the  Legislature  of  the  Union  to  examine  the 
expediency  of  establishing  suitable  regulations  in  aid 
of  the  health  laws  of  the  respective  States ;  for,  these 
being  formed  on  the  idea  that  contagious  aiclineB  may 
be  communicated  through  the  channels  of  commerc«, 
there  seems  to  be  a  neceasi^  that  Congress,  who  alone 
can  regulate  trade,  should  frams  a  ayatem  which,  while 
the  general  heami,n 


t  may  tend  to  pi 
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Prtaideni't  Speech, 


pMibiB  wi&  dta  inUtcsti  of 

OftlMKfHIIW. 

Whila  wa  think  mi  tkia  aiataitj,  ud  ipopathiia 
with  the  immedMt*  mfiferen,  we  have  abandant  naioD 
to  pnacot  to  the  Sapreaie  Being-  our  annnal  obUtiDiu 
orgrMitade  fbt  a  litwnl  participatiini  ia  the  ndiaarr 
if  Hn  P)«Tiamoe.  To  the  mnal  ml^ecta  of 
'  '  il  to  add  one  of  the  fint  iniport- 
UKS  to  OMT  well  baag  and  nfctj :  I 
»hidt*  ■ 

naliiMial  honor,  diciiil7,  and  indapandenee,  hu  appeal^ 
cd,  which,  if  anconnged  and  inviforaled  bj  ereiy 
IiaAdi  of  the  GoTemment,  will  enable  na  to  view,  nn- 
daatULjcd,  the  MtlMprim  of  aaj  Ibreign  Power,  and 
beetone  the  lora  faiindation  of  national  praepeiity  and 
(hnr. 

The  Govne  of  (he  tnuutctiaiia  in  relatioD  to  the  Uni- 
ted Statee  end  France,  which  have  come  to  mj  know!- 
edfe  doiinf  jour  receai,  will  be  made  the  cubject  of  a 
fbtore  coounnnicatioD.  That  eommonieatioD  will  con- 
Ibin  the  ultimate  Mlon  of  the  meaisrei  which  have 
been  taken  bjr  the  Gorenunentof  the  Hniled  Sutei  to- 
waida  an  amicable  adjuitmenl  of  difleteacee  with  that 
Power.  Tod  wiD,  at  the  nme  time,  perceive  that  the 
Fnuch  OoTemnMnt  appean  vlidtoQ)  to  impreai  the 
DjMiiion  that  it  ia  arerae  to  the  nniture  with  thii  coun- 
ty, and  that  it  haa,  in  a  qaalined  manner,  declared 
itaelf  wiUng  to  receive  a  Miniater  from  the  United 
Btatea,  fat  At  pnipoae  of  reatoring  a  p>od  nnderatasd- 
iof .  It  ia  nn&itanate  lor  pwfcaaiona  of  thia  kind  that 
thrj  afaoold  be  eipreaaed  in  terms  which  may  connlen- 
ance  the  ii>»dmilble  pntenaion  of  a  right  to  prweriba 
ka  which  a  Hiniater  of  the  United  Statea 


Bat,  in  demonatrating  by  our  eondoel  that  we  do  not 
fear  war,  in  the  neceaaarj  protection  of  our  right*  and 
banoTr  we  ehalt  give  no  room  to  infer  that  we  abandon 
the  dedre  of  peace.  An  efficieal  prepaiation  lor  war 
can  alone  iniore  peace.  It  ia  peace  that  we  have  nni- 
Amly  and  peiaeieiiuflj  cnltivaled,  and  haimoaj  be- 
IweiD  ni  aod  Prance  may  be  reaUced  at  her  option. 
But  lo  aend  anottHr  Minia'er,  without  mote  debrmii^ 
ate  aaauiauLai  that  he  wotild  be  received,  would  be  an 
act  of  homiliatioD  to  which  the  United  8tatea  ought  not 
to  aubmit.  It  muat,  tberefbre,  be  left  to  France,  if  die 
ia  indeed  dedroua  of  accommodaljan,  to  take  the  reqnie- 
ite  atepa.  The  Uniled  Statea  wiU  iteadilr  obMrve  the 
maiiBa  bj  which  thej  have  hitherto  been  governed. 
Ttiej  wiy  tmpuA  die  Mcied  righle  of  «mb«ey.  And 
wttti  a  ainoere  diqwdtion  on  the  part  of  France  to  deaiat 
from  hoalilitj,  to  make  npaiadon  (m  the  injoriea  har^ 
tofoie  inflicted  on  our  otunmeree,  and  lo  do  jnitice  in  Ib- 
tiffe,  there  wSI  be  no  obatacle  to  the  reatotation  of  a 
fiwaiXj  intecoourae.  In  making  to  yoa  thia  declaration, 
I  give  a  pledge  to  France  and  to  the  world  that  the  Ex- 
ecntive  aoAorit j  of  thia  country  atill  adhwee  to  the  ho- 


I  diapaaitian,  on  her  part,  to  eoni^te 

liapodlion  on  the  part  of  the  United 
3  many  demonatrative  proo&  have 
been  given,  ahould  even  be  indirectly  qaeationed.  It 
B  ilea  worthy  of  obeervation  that  the  decree  of  the  Di- 
rectory, alleged  to  be  intended  to  restrain  the  depreda- 
tiona  of  Preach  erniaan  on  ODicoininerce,haanat  gtven, 
and  cannot  give,  any  relief;  il  enjoina  them  to  conform 
to  all  the  )awB  of  France  rajalive  to  craiaing  and  priiea, 
white  theae  law*  are  tbemaetvea  the  aoareea  of  the  de- 
predatioa  of  which  we  hav«  ao  long,  ao  jnatly,  and  ao 
fiiiilliiailj  eom[dained. 

The  I«w  of  France  enacted  in  Jannaxy  laat,  which 
antjaeta  to  capture  and  condemnation  neutral  veaaela 
aad  their  cargoes,  if  any  portion  of  the  latter  are  of 
Btiiidi  fcbrie  or  prodnce,  allhough  the  entire  proper^ 
belongs  to  neutrals,  instead  <rf'  beiDg  raadnoed,  has 
lately  itceivad  a  confinnalion,  by  the  failure  of  a  pro- 
position far  ita  repeaL  While  this  law,  which  ia  an 
nneqnivocal  act  of  war  on  the  commerce  of  the  oationa 
it  attacka,  cfntinnea  in  Ctree,  those  nations  can  aee  in 
the  French  Government  only  a  Power  regardless  of 
their  eaaential  tights,  of  their  independence  and  aover- 
dgntyj  and,  if  theypoMCsa  the  means,  they  can  reeon- 
dlenotfaing  with  Ihor  intereats  and  honor  bat  a  firm 

Hiltwito,  therefiirr,  nothing  ia  diacorenble  in  the 
coodnet  of  France  which  ought  to  change  or  relax  otir 
iwenree  of  defence  i  on  the  contrary,  to  extend 
and  mvigoiate  them,  ia  oar  true  policy.  We  have 
no  reaaon  to  regret  that  theae  measuraa  have  been  dloa 
&r  adc^led  and  pnraoed  ;  and,  in  proportion  as  are  «D- 


■riabtr  governed 
B  widiea  of  (be 


other  branchea  of  the  Govertunent  and  of  the  people  of 
the  United  Statea-  But  considering  tk  late  nMnUleala- 
tiMia  of  her  poKcy  lowarda  forago  natioaa,  I  deem  it  a 
doty  deliberately  and  aolemnly  to  dedara  my  opinton, 
that,  whether  we  nc^otiale  with  her  or  not,  vigoroill 
prejMratkma  for  war  will  be  alike  indispensaUe.  Theae 
alone  will  give  to  na  an  equal  treaty,  and  iiwtre  ila  oh- 

Among  the  meaaurea  of  prspantion  which  ^ipear 
expedient,  I  tde  the  liberty  to  recall  your  atlentioD  lo 
the  Naval  Estabtiahmmt  The  benefldal  eficts  of  the 
small  naval  airaament  pnmded  under  the  ads  of  the 
last  aaadog,  an  known  and  acknowledged.  P«thapa 
no  country  ever  experi«Doed  mora  anddea  and  mnaiM- 
ble  advantagea  from  any  meaaura  of  poli^  than  we  baf* 
derived  frmn  the  nming  for  our  maritime  protection  and 
defence.  We  oaght,  without  loes  of  tinu^  to  ley  the 
foundation  for  an  increase  of  our  Navy  to  a  «e  raffldoit 
lo  guard  our  coast,  sod  protecl  our  trade,  Soch  a  naval 
force,  aa  it  ia  doubtlesa  in  the  power  of  the  United  States 
to  create  and  maintain,  would  alao  afford  to  them  the 
beet  means  of  gensral  ddeece,  the  safe  tnnaportation  of 
Iroopa  and  store*  to  every  part  of  our  eitanava  coast. 
To  accomplish  this  importsnt  otject,  a  prtident  foreaighl 
requirea  that  systematical  moMures  be.  adopted  for  pro- 
curing, at  all  limes,  the  requisite  timba  and  othel  *u^ 
plies-  In  what  manner  Ibis  shall  be  done,  I  leave  lo 
your  conaideralion. 

I  will  now  advert,  gentlemen,  to  some  DMttera  of  less 
moment,  but  proper  to  be  communicated  to  (b»  National 


lheyo<     . 

miadanerof  the  United  Stales  commenced  hia  obacrva- 
tioni  (o  ascertain  the  point,  near  the  Miedsdnii,  wUch 
terminated  the  northemmciel  part  of  the  thiity-mst  degrea 
of  north  latitude.  From  thence  he  proceeded  to  nm  the 
boundary  line  between  the  United  StaMa  and  Spain. 
He  waa  afterwards  joined  by  the  Spanish  CommJaaiMMT, 
when  the  work  of  the  former  was  conflrmed  i  and  tbaf 
proceeded  togedier  to  the  demarcaliDn  of  the  lioe.  Raosnl 
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taJanDUion  rmdeTS  it  probable  that  the  lioutluirD  Indiana, 
eitlui  iDidjiatad  to  oppose  the  damareatioii,  or  jealooa 
of  the  Doiuequencei  of  miflering  while  people  to  nm  a  I 
line  oToi  landa  to  which  the  Indian  titJe  had  not  beenoz- 
Kpgni.hjilj  have,  ere  thia  linw,  (topped  the  pcogieaa  of 
tlie  Commiasionaa.  And  conaidaring  the  """•*t'»<'« 
which  may  rsault  from  continuing  the  demarcation,  in 
oppoailion  to  the  will  of  the  IndEan  tribca,  the  great  ei- 
penaa  attending  it,  and  that  the  boomlariaa  wtu<di   ' 

tend  at  least 

to  auipend  farther  pyDceedinga,  by  recalling  onr  Cou- 


a  have  aetnalty  ealabliahed,  probably  os- 


The  Commiaaionera  appointed  in  pnrauaooe  of  the 
£fth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ami^,  Coramerca,  and 
Naiigation,  betwaoi  the  United  Slatea  and  Hia  Btitan- 
nic  Majealy,  to  determine  what  river  waa  tmlj  inleodad 
under  the  name  of  the  rivet  St.  Croii,  mentiimed  in  the 
Trea^of  Peace,  andfoiming  a  part  of  the  bonndaij  tltn«- 
in  daacribed,  have  Anally  decided  that  quealioii.  Oo 
flie  twaoty-fifth  of  October  thqr  made  thnr  dadaratLw 
tbtl  >'  river  called  Scoodiac,  which  Mia  into  Paaautw- 
qnoddy  bay,  at  ila  northwaatem  qnarttr,  waa  the  tmeth. 
Croix,  intoidad  in  the  Treaty  of  Peaoe,  as  far  aa  its  graol 
Ibrk,  where  one  of  ita  atreaou  comes  from  the  vreotwardl,  and 
the  other  from  the  northward,  and  that  the  latter  Mream 
is  the  continuatioD  of  the  St.  Croix  to  its  source.  This 
deoiMoD,  it  ii  understood,  will  preclude  all  nmlenliDii 
among  individual  daimanla,  a>  it  aeems  that  tha  Scoodiae 
and  ita  Dortitern  branch  bound  the  granta  of  lauds  whidi 
hsTi  been  made  by  the  reqtective  adJMnIng  Qoveni- 
menta.  A  auboidinala  question,  it  haa  bean  aoggMtad, 
Mill  raawins  to  be  determined.  Between  the  moath  of 
the  St.  Croix,  as  now  aellled,  and  what  is  tuoally  called 
Ihs  Bay  of  Fnndy,  lie  a  number  of  valuable  iid>Dd>>  I%e 
Comnuaaionen  have  not  continued  the  bonndaiy  line 
Ihnmgfa  any  channel  of  thaae  iaianda,  and  nidaa  the 
Bay  (hT  Paaaamaquoddy  be  a  part  of  the  Bay  of  Fondy, 
thia  fiuther  adjustment  of  boumlary  will  be  necasaary  i 
bat  it  ia  af^jrehendod  that  thia  will  not  be  a  PMttcc  of 
a^y  difficult. 

Bach  progieoa  baa  boen  made  in  ttie  examiiution 
and  dedvian  of  caseaof  cBpturea  and  condemnation  of 
American  veaaela,  which  were  the  subject  of  the  eeventh 
nticle  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navi- 
gation, between  the  United  Btatas  and  C3real  Britain, 
that  it  is  Buppoied  the  Commiaaioneta  will  be  able  to 
bring  their  busineoa  to  a  conduaiDn  in  Auguat  of  the 
aDauing  year. 

The  Commiaaionets,  acting  under  the  twsnqp-flrat 
article  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  Stales  and 
Spain,  have  adjusted  most  of  Ibr  daima  of  oi 
fM'  lossea  Buatiined  in  conseqaence  of  Iheii  vi 
cargoes  having  been  taken  by  the  aubjecka  of  Hia 
Catholic  Mqesty  during  the  late  war  between  France 
and  Spain. 

Variona  drcumatances  have  occurred  to  delay  the 
execution  of  the  law  for  augnentitig  the  MlLlaiy  Ea- 
tablishmeut ;  among  these,  the  desire  of  obtaining  the 
fblleat  inlbmiBtioiita  direct  the  best  setection  of  officers. 
As  this  object  will  now  be  speedily  accomplished,  it  is 
etpected  uiat  the  raising  and  organizing  of  the  troope 
wul  proceed  without  obstacle,  and  with  effi-ct. 
OtitHmen  of  the  Honte  of  EtprtttaJatiaa ; 

I  have  directed  an  estimate  of  the  aiqnopiiations 
wfcicA  will  be  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  »«nai''g 
TMi  to  be  laid  bebte  you,  aecomptued  with  a  view  <3' 


^iB  public  receipts  and  eipenditnres  to  a  recent  period. 
It  will  aSbrd  you  satisfac^n  to  infer  the  great  extent 
sad  solidity  of  tlw  public  reatmrcaa,  from  the  prosper- 
DUB  stole  of  thefinancM,  notwithstaiidiiig  the  unexam- 
pled embarraaaments  which  have  attended  commerce* 
When  you  reflect  on  the  conBpiooons  examples  of  pa- 
tiioUim  and  libervli^  which  dbto  been  exhibited  bfj 
mercantile  fellow -dtizena,  and  how  great  i  propor- 
^on  of  the  public  reaotu'oea  depends  on  ttaar  entar- 
prise,  yon  wut  naturally  conaider,  whether  their  conve- 
nience cannot  be  promoted  and  reconciled  whb  the 
aectui^  oi  Ae  revonue,  by  »  raviaaA  of  the  system  \iy 
which  the  coUectiania  at  present  regulated. 
During  yoar  teeeaa,measnres  have  been  ateidily  par- 
ted for  afiectiiig  the  valoationa  and  remma  dre^ed  b^ 
the  act  of  the  last  aeasion  preliminBry  to  the  aaaessment 
and  collection  of  a  direct  tax.  No  other  delays  or 
obatades  have  been  experienced  except  auclt  aa  were 
:pectad  to  ariae  from  the  great  extant  of  our  conntiT', 
and  the  magnitude  and  novelty  of  the  operation,  and 
'  18  been  aoeompliafaed  to  aseure  a  fttlfilment  of 
of  the  Legislature. 
Gatllemtn  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentkitim  of  the  Haute  of  RtpraentaiiM*  : 
:almot  close  this  Address,  without  once  more  ad- 
vertiog  to  our  political  aituation,  and  incnlcatitig  llie 
eaaentlal  importance  of  uniting  in  the  maintenance  of 
our  dearest  interests :  and  I  truat  thU,  liy  the  temper 
and  niadom  of  your  proeMdings,  and  by  a  harmony  of 
meaaurea,  we  shall  secure  to  our  oonatry  thU  weight 
and  respect  to  which  it  is  so  justly  entitled. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
Ujotid  Stitm,  JDteember  6,  ITOS. 
The  PRBaroENT  haviD^  finished  his  Addreiis, 
after  sitting  a  few  moments,  presented  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Repreaenlatives,  each  of  inem,  with  a  copy  of  it, 
and  withdrew,  and  after  him,  the  Heads  of  De-   ' 


ami  after  calling  the  House  to  order,  proceeded,  as 
is  usual,  to  read  over  the  Speech,  which  being 
finished,  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  for  Moadaf,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.    The  House  theq  aojouroed. 


MoNi 


'i  December  10. 


A  new  member,    to  wit:    Richard    Dobbs 
Spaiobt,  returned    to  serve  in  this   House  as  a 

member  for  North  CarolinB,iii  the  room  of  Nathan 
Bryan,  deceased,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, and  look  his  seat  in  the  House ;  the  oath  to 
stipport  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
having  been   fir^t  administered   to  htm  by  the 


Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  Revisal  and 
Unfinished  Business  be  appointed,  pursuant  to  the 
standing  rules  and  orders  uf  the  House  \ 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  That- 
cHEH,  Mr.  Thomab,  and  Mr.  New- 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  Claims  ba  ai>- 
poinCed,  pursuant  to  the  standing  rules  and  orders 
of  the  House ; 

And  acommitlee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Dwioht 
FoaTBB,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Uamha,  Mr.  Jdnatbaii 


.dbyGoogle 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


DiCGMBBK,  1798.] 


AddrtM  to  tht  Prtttdent. 


•  Fbebican.  Hr.  Iml.at,  Mr.  Spbiso,  and  Mr.  Van 

Ordtrtd,  That  a  Cammiitee  of  Commerce  and 
Uauufactuies  be  appoioted,  purauant  tolbe  stand- 
ioc  rotes  and  orders  of  tbe  Hou«e ; 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Sau- 
CBt.  SsfiTB,  Mr.  Sewall,  Mr.  Waln,  Mr.  Rdt- 
lbhob,  Mr.  Schobehah,  Mr.  Tilunhbabt,  and 
Hr.  Bladht. 

A  meHag[e  was  reeeired  from  the  Seoaie,  in- 
forming this  HoUM  that  they  had  come  to  the 
fdlowin^  resolutioD,  to  wbieh  they  requeit  a  coD- 


Raotwtd,  That  two  Uhiplaini  be  appointed  to  Con- 
gnw  tar  tha  piaaant  Mnim,  one  ttr  eaidt  Houa,  vbo 
Aill  inievduiigB  weekly. 

The  resolution  was  laken  ap  and  concurred  in ; 
aod  the  House  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment or  a  Chaplaici  on  its  part,  aod  upon 
eiamininz  the  ballots,  a  majority  of  the  rote  was 
foand  in  favor  of  the  Rer.  ASBBEb  Qrbeh  ;  and 
ke  was  declared  duly  elected. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Oa  motion,  tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Speech  of  (he 
President  of  tbe  Onited  States,  Mr.  Dent  in  the 
Cbair  ;   when 

Mr.  Spkaoce  proposed  for  adoption  the  follow- 
ing resolation ; 

Mfolttd,  That  it  ii  the  i>|aiiioa  of      ' 


l«IB(alM,ja 

CongrBM  at  iha 

tming  aaanatMsa  that  ttb  Honaa  win  l^a  iuu  too- 

mdtntiiat  tha  varima  and  important  antjaota  raeon- 

lawidad  to  thaii  eoBiidanUJon. 

The  resolnltnti  was  agreed  to  without  objection, 
and  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  resolu- 
tion. The  Hoase  took  it  up,  concurred  in  it,  and 
appointed  a  committee  of  Ore  to  prepare  an  an- 
swer accordingly. 

Tbe  committee  conaista  of  Messrs.  Dana,  Vb- 
■ABLE,  Habpes,  Hosmeb,  and  Balbwih. 
PRESIDENT'S  SPEECH. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  moved  that  the  Speech  of  the 
Ptesident  be  referred  to  a  Gomniilee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  tbe  Union  ;  which  motion  being 
carried,  the  House  adjourned. 

TuEaoAY,  December  U. 

Two  other  members,  to  wjl:  Tbonas  Sin- 
NicEBON  and  Mark  Thohbon,  from  New  Jersey, 
appeared  and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

A  meaaage  wia  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  HotiM  that  they  bad  elected  Bishop 
Wbitb  aa  their  Chaplain. 

The  Spbakbk  laid  before  the  Honse  k  letter 
fioiii  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  a 
statement  from  the  Comminionen  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  of  their  receipts  and  expenditures, 
ikom  May  18  to  November  IB,  of  the  present  year, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  ^nied. 


Mr.  Tbatobbh,  from  the  Commillee  of  Revisal 
and  (Tnfinished  Businei^,  made  a  report  in  part, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

COLLECTION  OF  DUTIEa 
Mr.  8.  Smith  moved  thata  letter,  received  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  during  the  last 
seasion,  accompanying  a  plan  for  regulating  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
ManuAclurea, 

Mr.  Macon  thought,  as  it  was  the  intention,  of 
this  report  to  provide  a  new  law  on  this  suliject, 
it  would  save  time  i(  the  committee  were  empow- 
ered to  report  by  lull  or  otherwise.  Agreed  to. 
UNIFORM  BANKBim-CY. 
Mr.  Habpbb  said  it  would  be  recollected  that,  at 
an  early  period  of  the  last  Msaion,  ibe  House  look 
into  consideration  an  important  subject  relative 
to  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.  The  bill  pro- 
posed, it  was  well  known,  was  then  passed  over, 
on  account  of  more  pressing  concerns ;  but,  aa  he 
considered  the  business  ol  gieat  importance,  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it  at 
an  early  period  of  the  present  session,  and,  (here- 
fore,  proposed  the  following  resolution  for  adop- 

"  Jteiolped,  Tliat  a  committee  be  ^pomtad  to  pn> 
pare  and  laing  in  a  bill  for  fttaHlshinf  a  uiiibm  rja- 
ten  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  Btataa." 

The  reaolniion  waa  agreed  to,  and  a  conimiiwe 
of  five  appointed. 

ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAW& 
Mr.  Habpbr  said  no  member  of  this  House 
could  be  ignixant  of  the  use  at  this  moment  made 
ol  two  acta  passed  during  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress. He  meanl  the  acts  commonly  called  the 
alien  and  sedition  laws.  No  one  could  be  ignor- 
ant of  the  feiment  which  had'  been  raised^  and 
sedulously  kept  up  on  account  of  those  laws.  1  do 
know,  said  he,  of  a  certainly  that  this  ferment 
has  been  raised,  and  is  kept  up,  in  many  places,  by 
a  misrepresentation  of  tbe  contents  of  ibose  laws. 
The  possibility  of  doing  this  will  be  readily  al- 
lowed, when  it  is  recollected  how  little  newspa- 
pers are  circulated  in  some  parts  of  the  Uuion, 
and  even  where  they  do  circulate,  how  liable  the' 
readers  of  them  are  to  pass  over,  without  much 
attention,  any  law  which  may  appear  in  them. 
A  law,  he  said,  is  not  an  article  of  news  which, 
if  a  person  remember  in  part,  tie  may  recolUcI  die 
rest — of  a  law  a  man  ought  to  have  precise  and 
accurate  ideas  ;  and,  in  order  to  attain  these,  it 
must  be  read  at  l<  isare,  and  he  must  have  it  by 
him  so  as  occasionally  to  refer  to  it  This  cannot 
be  done,  at  present,  with  respect  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States.  A  comparatively  small  num* 
ber  of  copies  only  are  printed;  of  coarse,  they  ara 
far  from  being  generally  circulated,  and  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  have  no  opportunity  of  ba- 
comiiw  acquainted  with  them.  I  know,  contitmed 
Mr.  HT,  that  the  moat  unfair  mivepresentationa 
have  been  practiaed.  I  know  an  instance  whera, 
in  a  targe  Bss«nblage  of  pwpte,  the  b^  which 
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oiiKiDHted  in  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  seditii 
and  which  was  never  passed  into  a  law,  was  read 
as  the  sedition  law  complained  of,  and  reaolulioas 
were  founded  upon  it.  I  also  know  that,  in  anothei 
State,  resolutions  have  been  passed,  not  upon  the 
laws  which  are  reprobated,  but  upon  a  leitet  from 
a  member  of  Congress,  which  contained,  not 
haps  wilful  misreptesentatioDs,  but  certainly 
represenlHtiuns  oi  the  laws  in  queilion.  In  order 
to  counteract  these  evils,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  held  g 
proposition  in  his  hand  which  be  meant  to  sub- 
mit to  ihe  House.  And,  a«  an  additional  reason 
for  moving  it,  he  mentioned  that,  in  the  coitrse  of 
an  excursion  he  had  lately  made  of  many  hun- 
dred miles  he  bad  met  with  noindividual  (who  was 
not  himself  aciively  employed  in  spreading  the 
misinformation  which  he  complained  of )  who  did 
not  approve  of  these  laws.  He  had,  indeed,  met 
with  many  who  had  been<misiDformed  with  respect 
to  [hem.  But  all  of  these,  without  exception, 
have  expressed  themselves  saiisfied  ihai  the  laws 
are  wise  and  Constitutional  measures,  when  made 
acquainted  with  th^ir  contents.  In  order,  there- 
fore, to  enable  (he  people  to  judge  for  themselves 
upon  this  subject,  to  do.  away  the  misrepresenta- 
tions so  industriously  propagated  respecting  them, 
and  to  defeat  the  attempts  which  he  believed  were 
made  in  some  places  to  produce  an  armed  omwsi- 
tion  to  them,  he  offered  a  resolution  to  the  Butuse 
to  the  following  effect : 

"Ruohtd,  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  ofRepramta- 
Hva,  That  the  Secrctuy  of  State  be.  Mid  hs  ia  hereby 
authoruwd,   to  came   ta   be   printed   and   diMribnted 

throDghont  the  United  State, copiei  of  two  act* 

passed  during  the  Uit  leuion,  the  one  entitled  "  An 
act  mpeeting  ilieni,"  the  other  "  An  set  in  additian  to 
an  act  Ibr  the  punishment  of  ctttain  crimea  agaiuit  the 
United  State*,  and  fbi  other  porpoaea." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PRESIDENT'S  SPEECH. 

Mr.  Spraoue  called  for  the  order  of  the  day 
Oft  the  President's  Speech. 

Mr.  Macon  said  it  was  unusual  to  enter  upon 
this  business  until  an  answer  was  returned  to  it. 
The  Speech  was,  at  present,  before  the  committee 
appointed  to  draught  the  answer. 

Mr.  SpBaoDE  replied  that  his  iatenlion  was  to 
refer  the  several  matters  contained  in  the  Speech 
to  select  committees,  which  he  thought  no  way 
connected  with  the  answer  to  the  Speech. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Thatcbeh  moved  an  adjournment,  which 
was  negatived;  only  11  votes  appearing  for  it. 
But  in  a  short  time  af^er, 

Mr.  RuTLEDCE  observed  that,  as  he  supposed 
the  motion  for  an  adjournment  had  been  nega- 
tived from  an  idea  that  the  committee  appointed 
to  drauffhtan  answer  (0  (he  Speech  of  the  President 
miKht  DC  ready,  in  the  course  of  the  silting,  to 
m^e  their  report,  he  could  inform  the  House,  aa 
one  of  the  committee,  that  they  would  not  be 
ready  to  make  their  report  this  day  ■  He  then  re- 
newed the  motion  for  adjournment,  and  the  Honae 
adjourned  accoidtn^y. 


Wbdhbsday,  December  12. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Rhode 
Island,  Chri8topheii  G.  Chahplin  ;  from  Penn- 
sylvania, Thomas  Hartley  ;  and  from  Virginia, 
Carter  B.  HAanison  )  appeared,  and  took  their 
seats  in  the  House. 

STATE  BALANCES. 

Mr.  Habpeh  wished  to  lay  a  resolution  ou  the 
table,  the  aubject  of  which  had  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  at  their  last  session ;  and,  as  it 
was  in  substance  the  same  with  a  bill  which  then 
passed  this  House,  he  trusted  no  objection  would 
be  made  to  it.    It  was  aa  follows: 

"  RetohBd,  That  if  any  State  against  which  a  bal- 
snce  WH  reported  b;  the  Commiwionina  am>ointed  to 
settle  the  aceoonte  between  the  United  States  and  tha 

•evetal  States,  ihall,  within ,  either  pay  into  the 

Treasury  of  the  United  States,  or  expend,  or  by  a  Le- 
gislative ACt  engage  to  expend,  in  executing,  enlarging, 
or  completing,  any  fortifications  for  the  d^snn  of  tbe 
said  State,  at  such  place  or  places,  and  according  to  such 
plan  or  ^lani,  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  under  his  direction,  a  aliin  of 
money,  or  in  stocks  of  the  United  States,  equsl  to  the 
balance  reported  as  afbresud  against  (Uch  State,  or  to 
the  sum  aaaumed  by  the  United  Stsles,  in  the  debt  of 
such  State,  such  payment  or  expenditure,  when  bo 
made,  shall  be  accepted  by  the  Uoiled  Sutes  aa  a  fall 
acquittance  of  all  demands  on  account  of  the  slid  bal- 
ance ;  and  the  Preddent  of  the  United  Sute*  shall  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  credit  to  be  ftvan 
to  such  State,  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  aecotdingly :  Pmeided,  AotMVO-,  That  no 
more  than  on»third  part  of  the  whole  payment  or  ex- 
penditure that  may  be  made  by  such  Stale,  ahall  bft 
made  in  t]me  per  cent,  stock,  nor  more  than  oue-thiid 
part  of  the  remaining  two-thirds  ^lall  be  made  in  d^ 
ferred  stuck :  And  provided,  alio.  That  any  sndi  State 
may  obtain  a  full  acquittance,  as  aforesaid,  bj  the  pa^ 
ment  or  expenditure  of  a  sum  of  money  su^dent,  m 
the  opinion  of  the  Secretsiy  of  the  Treaauiy,  to  pur- 
chase, at  market  price,  the  difierent  speciea  of  atock, 
the  payment  or  expenditure  of  which  would  be  ac- 
cepted,  as  a  full  scqatttance  as  aforesaid  ;  Andprori- 
dal,  further.  That  if  any  such  Sute  as  is  indebted  aa 
afbiraaid,  shall  have  expended,  since  the  establishment 
of  the  nresent  Ooverament  of  the  United  States,  onj 
mm  of  money  in  fortilyina  any  plsce  since  ceded  bj 
inch  State  to  the  United  States,  or  which  may  be  so 

ceded  within ,  mch  eipanditore  having  been 

ascGrtained  and  proved  to  the  sstislaetion  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  ahall  be  taken  and  allowed. 

.  r.  H.  moved  to  have  it  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  this  day ;  but  Mr.  Thatcsbr 
wishiii^  that  it  might  be  printed,  it  was  made  the 
order  for  to-morrow. 

STAMP  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  bring  in  a  bill  further  to  amend  the  act 
for  laying  a  duty  on  stamped  vellum,  parchment, 
and  paper.  A  bill  of  this  kind,  he  said,  was  be- 
fore the  House  at  a  lale  period  of  the  last  session, 
which  the  Senate  postponed.  As  he  understood 
the  ffenileman  who  brought  forward  the  subject 
at  the  last  session  did  not  mean  to  renew  it  in  tha 
present,  he  wished  himself  lodoso.    Thepnrpoae 
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or  this  bill  is  to  correct  that  part  of  the  law  which 
subjects  all  the  copies  of  foreign  bills  of  exchange 
and  bills  of  lading  to  the  same  stamp  witb  the 
original,  and  of  course  makes  the  duty  on  those 
kind  of  trannctions  fall  heavier  than  upon  any 

Mr.  Macon  suggested  the  propriety  of  appoiui- 
iog  a  Cominitlee  of  Ways  And  Means,  to  which 
this  and  all  other  subjects  respecting  revetiue 
mi^bt  be  referred. 

Hr.  H^aru  had  no  particular  objection  to  the 
bnainen  taking  the  course  which  the  gentleman 
from  Noith  Carolina  su^^ied,  if  he  thought  pro- 
per to  more  for  the  ippomtment  of  a  Comuiittee 
of  Way*  and  Means.;  Out  he  saw  no  objection  lo 
ifae  coarse  he  himself  had  proposed — i[  was  that 
taken  last  session. 

A  eommiUee  of  three  was  appointed. 

ALIEN  AND  BEDITION  LAWS. 

Mr.  Habpeb  then  called  up  the  resolution  which 
be  yesterday  laid  upon  the  table  respeeling  the 
publication  of  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  the 
Alien  and  Sedition  Laws,  to  b«  distributed  gratis 
thrDDgfaunt  the  United  States. 

Mr.  NicHoi.Ae  bad  no  objection  to  the  publica- 
tion of  the  laws  in  any  manner  which  might  be 
thought  proper.  The  reason  which  had  been 
giTenfor  iheextraordinsry  publication  of  the  laws 
m  question  were  founded  upon  facts  which  had 
come  within  the  mover's  own  knowledge,  and 
from  others  which  he  said  he  bad  learned  from 
bis  friends.  Mr.  N.  could  not  help  suspecting  the 
gentleman  had  been  misinformed  ;  but  as  be  had 
stated  that  certain  public  meetings  bad  acted  upon 
false  information,  rough  draughts  of  bills,  and  oil 


where  they  » 


Gpera,  which  diseoTered  the  extremest  igoor 
would  be  glad  if  the  gentleman  from  boom 
Carolina  would  indulge  the  House  with  the  evi- 
dence which  he  possessed  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  Habfek  had  no  objection  to  indulge  the 
gentleman  from  Vir_ginia.  and,  if  an  indu^ence, 
the  House,  with  the  information  which  he  requir- 
ed. When  he  introduced  this  motion,  Mr.  H. 
said,  he  stated  three  matter*  of  fact  two  of  which 
he  aaseried  to  be  within  bis  own  knowledge,  the 
other  he  mentioned  to  hare  receired  from  aoibor- 
ity  which  be  could  not  doubt — which  was,  that  at 
a  public  meeting,  when  resolutions  of  an  exlraor- 
dinaiy  and  hostile  compleiion  were  passed  upon 
the  subject  of  these  law.i,  in  one  of  ihe  harangues 
irbich  preceded  these  resolutions,  and  upon  which 
the  reaolntioDS  were  apparently  foundea,  a  person 
read,  not  the  law  commonly  called  the  Sedition 
Law,  bat  the  draft  of  a  bill  which  was  reported  in 
the  Senate,  which  there  underwent  a  total  alter- 
ation, and  -was  in  ibis  House  further  ameuded. 
This  fact,  though  not  founded  upon  his  own  in- 
formation, was  told  him  by  an  eye-witnesi.  The 
uteetiug,  ha  taid,  wu  hdd  in  Louisa  county,  Vir- 
ginia; and  if  the  gentleman  wished  to  know  the 
name  of  the  man, he  would  give  it  to  him  when 
he  sat  down,  but  he  did  not  think  it  proper  to 
meuti-Mi  names  on  that  floor. 

The  other  two  facts  were  these :  One  related  to 
certain  resdaiions  passed  in  Eenuieky.    H«  be- 


lieved he  did  not  before  n 
passed,  but  he  did  nut  besitat 
slated  (bat  these  resolutions  had  every  appearance 
of  being  founded  upon  a  letter  written  by  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  which  letter  he  had  read,  and 
which  contained  what,  perhaps,  were  not  wilful 
misrepresen  la  lions ;  indeed,  from  the  character  of 
the  gentleman,  be  mustsuppose  them  uninleptional 
miseoneepiions ;  but  the  letter  certainlv  coniolD' 
ed  gross  errors,  for  the  law  is  stated  ai  layiog  the 
tnosi  uniustiSable  restraints  on  speech,  which  was 
not  within  the  purview  of  the  act.  The  third 
fact  came  within  his  own  observation.  It  was, 
that  in  no  instance  had  he  met  with  any  individ- 
ual, nfit  himself  actively  employed  in  misrepre- 
senting ihesc  laws,  or  a  most  zealous  party  man, 
who  was  not,  upon  bearing  their  contents  simply 
stated,  convinced  of  their  wisdom  and  propriety. 
He  had,  indeed,  met  with  many  well  inteationed 
people  who  had  conceived  prejudices  of  so  strong 
a  nature  against  these  laws  that  they  could  itot 
view  them  hut  through  a  perverted  medium)  but 
every  man  not  of  this  description,  or  still  worse, 
expressed  his  astonishment  that  such  pains  should 
have  been  taken  to  produce  so  much  discord  with 
respect  to  them. 

Though,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia may  not  have  met  wiih  persons  of  this  de- 
scripiioD,  yet  he  himself  had,  and  upon  this  state- 
ment of  facts  he  bad  founded  his  motion.  And 
he  believed  it  to  be  of  primary  importance,  for 
whatever  may  be  the  intention  of  gentlemen  who 
promote  the  measures  which  he  complained  of — 
whether  the  persons  who  stand  by  and  say  these 
resolves  pass  unanimously,  intend  to  follow  them 
up  by  acts  be  knew  not;  but,  said  be,  if  these 
measures  have  any  meaning,  or  tho  persons  any 
consistency  in  their  conduct,  they  must  mean^  and 
he  supposed  they  did  mean,  an  armed  opposition 
to  these  laws,  ana  consequently  to  this  Government. 
He  hoped  these  efiecls  would  not  take  place ;  but 
it  had  been  heretofore  seen  that  similar  proceed- 
togs  in  another  part  of  the  Union,  in  reference  to 
a  former  law,  bad  prodnced  the  same  lamentable 
catastrophe.  He  saw  the  same  steps  pursuing 
now  that  were  then  pursued  ;  the  same  inflam- 
matory resolutions,  and  the  same  tumultuous  as- 
semblages ot  the  people.  The  best  way  of  count- 
eracting these  designs,  in  his  opinion,  was  logive 
the  people  correct  information  with  respect  to 
these  laws.  He  believed  that  the  great  body  of 
the  citizens  of  this  country  are  ready  to  give  a 
hearty  support  to  these  anu  all  the  other  acts  of 
Government ;  but  he  knew  the  laws  in  question 
are  not  understood  in  various  pans  of  the  Union, 
and  that  discontents  exist,  which  would  be  remov- 
ad  by  a  simple  publication  of  them.  He  was  alto 
convinced,  that  if  even  this  sbould  not  be  the  ca*^ 
the  publication  could  have  no  other  than  a  fooa 
effect.  In  a  matter,  however,  which  so  materially 
concerns  tbe  rights  of  the  people,  they  ought  to 
have  full  information,  which  must,  he  was  con- 
:d.  produce  general  content.  Bui  if,  on  the 
contrary,  these  laws  are  as  full  of  mischief  at  they 
are  represented  to  be,  their  publication  wilt  in- 
~  "  e  the  present  discontent  00  account  of  them. 
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so  that  gemtemen  who  have  always  been  opposed 
to  them  ouglii  not  to  object  to  their  publicatioD  ; 
for  his  own  parL  he  nisbed  truth  to  have  its  full 
force,  and  therefore  did  he  advocate  tbia  motion. 
Mr.  NicaoLAs  said  he  had  not  the  least  ob- 
jectioD  to  the  proposed  publication.  As  to  the 
eenerai  charge  of  igaomnce.  which  the  gentlemaa 
from  @oath  Carolioa  had  made  against  the  people 
whom  he  had  coorersed  with  in  his  travels,  ne 
expected  it,  as  he  knew  that  genilemaii  had  al- 
ways been  in  the  habit  of  setting  down  all  oppo- 
siiioD  to  his  owa  opioions  to  the  account  of  ignor- 
ance. With  respect  to  the  fact,  it  bad  turned  out 
also  as  he  expected.  Upon  the  infonnacipn  of  a 
single  man,  that  a  certain  public  meeting  h'bd  act- 
ed upon  the  first  draught  of  a  law.  instead  of  the. 
law  it«elf,  he  has  thought  proper  here  toassert  the 
feet.  He  could  inform  the  gentleman  from  Sonih 
Carolina,  that  there  were,  m  the  quarter  alluded 
to,  friends  of  the  Administration  as  respectable  for 
accuracy  and  information  as  himself,  and  that  a 
man  of  this  description  was  chairman  of  ibe  meet- 
ing in  question.  With  respect  to  the  Kentucky  reso- 


mfonndedupon  the  letter  of  oneoftheirmembers, 
thouKh  he  understood  faim  as  saying,  yesterday, 
that  ne  knew  it  was  the  fact.  As  the  gentleman, 
however,  baa  been  so  successful  in  lus  JUGtifica- 
tion  of  tnese  taws  on  his  travels,  he  would  advise 
him  to  BUspeod  this  matter  for  a  tim&  until  his 
own  observations  accompanied  a  publication  of 
the  laws;  for,  if  nobody  else  does  it,  be  would 
assure  him,  that,  as  soon  as  the  seats  of  the  House 
shall  be  a  litae  better  filled,  he  would  himself 
move  a  repeal  of  these  laws.  For  bis  own  part, 
he  bad  never  met  with  a  man  in  Virginia,  favor- 
able to  these  laws,  who  was  not  possessed  of  all 
the  amiments  which  had  been  used  in  sup- 
port oAb  em  in  this  House;  however,  since  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  supposed  them 
so  grossly  ignorant^  he  had  no  objection  to  their 
receiving  all  the  light  he  conld  tnrow  upon  the 
sabject 

Mr.  Dawson  inqoired,  whether  it  wonld  be  in 
order  to  suspend  the  consideration  of  this  motion. 
On  being  informed  that  it  would,  he  moved  for  a 
postponement  of  it  for  a  month,  not,  he  said,  be- 
cause he  was  opposed  to  the  resolution,  but  be- 
eause  he  wished  to  give  everv  information  on  the 
mibjecl,  as  he  was  convinced  that  the  more  the 
'  laws  in  question  are  known,  the  more  they  will  be 
reprobated  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
more  especially  by  the  friends  of  the  Constitution. 
It  must  tie  unaerstood,  from  what  had  fallen  from 
his  colleague,  that  an  aitempl  will  be  made,  in  the 
course  of  the  present  session,  to  obtain  a  repeal  of 
those  laws,  and,  whenever  the  subject  came  up, 
be  Irnsied  there  wonld  be  found  a  majority  of 
Congress  in  favor  of  the  measure.  Should  he  be 
disappointed  in  this  hope,  he  would  join  as  hearti' 
ly  as  any  other  member,  in  supporting  the  present 
resolution,  after  having  attempted  to  amend  it  by 
adding  to  it,  as  was  proposed  daring  the  last  sess- 
ion, by  a  gentleman  from  North  (^rolina,  those 


parts  of  the  Constitution  which,  it  is  alleged,  are 
"'-'nged  by  those  laws.  With  respect  to  the 
ty  of  Louisa ;  he  believed  he  had  spent  more 
of  his  time  in  that  county,  during  the  recess,  than 
the  gentleman  from  Soucn  Carolina,  and  yet  this 
was  the  first  time  lie  had  heard  of  the  circumstance 
which  had  been  mentioned,  and  not  having  heard 
of  it,  he  did  not  believe  that  such  a  thing  existed ; 
tai  though  he  did  not  donbt  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  received  the  information,  he 
did  not  think  the  fact  was  sufficiently  ascertained 
to  be  brought  forward  on  this  floor.  He  concluded, 
by  moving  a  postponement. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  wished  this  motion  had  not 
been  made.  It  appeared  t(i  him  that,  whatever 
laws  are  passed,  the  more  they  are  promuleed  the 
better.  Even  those  who  wish  for  a  repeafof  the 
laws  in  question,  ought  not  to  be  against  the  pro- 
posed publication  of  them,  since,  according  to  their 
ideas,  the  more  they  are  known,  the  more  they 
will  be  disliked.  They  were  oassed  at  the  close 
of  the  last  seesioo  after  he  had  been  called  hoine 
by  the  indisposition  of  his  family ;  and  if  gentle- 
men meant  to  attempt  a  repeal  of  them,  he  should 
be  glad  to  hear  the  Hrguments  they  had  to  offer  in 
favor  of  the  measure;  but,  in  Republican  Chivern- 
ments,  too  much  information  could  not  be  given 
to  the  people  at  large,  and  he  should  therefore  be 
in  favor  of  any  motion  which  had  that  for  its 

The  question  on  a  postponement  was  put  and 
netntived— 42  to  29. 
The  original  motion  on  the  resolution  then  re- 
Mr.  Macon  was  of  opinion  that,  as  this  mea- 
sure would  involve  an  expense,  the  subject  ought 
to  be  committed.  He  thought  it  ought  also  to  be 
done  by  a  lew.  When  the  laws  of  the  United 
Slates  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  it  was  effected 
by  a  special  law,  and  though  this  will  by  no  means 
be  so  expensive,  yet  it  involves  the  same  principle. 
He  submitted  it.  therefore,  to  the  mover,  whether 
it  would  not  be  oesi  to  refer  bis  resolution  to  bring 
in  a  biU. 

Mr.  Harper  knew  no  essential  difference  be- 
tween the  two  modes  of  proceeding.  The  mode 
which  he  proposed  was  the  same  with  that  adopt- 
ed last  session  in  the  extra  publication  ol  the  de- 
spatches from  OUT  Commissioners  in  France,  and 
he  saw  no  reason  for  departing  from  it. 

Mr.  Tdatchbr  was  in  favor  of  the  principle  of 
this  resolution  ;  bni  be  was  doubtful  whether  the 
mode  of  publication  proposed  was  the  best.  He 
thought,  if  these  laws  were  ordered  .to  be  printed 
in  all  the  newspapers  of  the  United  Stales  once  a 
week  for  three  or  four  weeks,  it  would  better  an- 
swer the  purpose,  than  publishing  them  in  a  pam- 
phlet. As  to  the  prioviple,  it  could  not  be  object- 
ed to.  The  gentleman  who  proposes  an  odjourD- 
mcnt,  acknowledges  that  the  information  may  be 
proper  a  month  hence. 

Mr.  Hahpeb  believed,  if  one  hundred  thousand 
copies  of  these  laws  were  struck  ofi;  it  would  an- 
swer the  purpose.  With  respect  to  the  idea  of  the 
gentleman  who  was  last  up,  it  is  better  calculated 
For  a  particular  part  of  the  Union  than  tot  the 
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ConlJDent  at  larj^.  Indeed,  it  is  owing  ts  the  im- 
perfecl  and  limited  circulation  of  newspapers,  in 
certain  parts  of  the  Unioa,  that  ii  is  Qvcesjary  for 
the  Legislature  to  take  a  step  of  this  kind.  Where 
newspapers  are  abundantly  circuUiied,  and  post 
officesare  iiumeroua.  there  is  no  necessity  for  other 
iDforniBtioD  ;  but  tdere  are  rarls  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  the  part  where  he  lived  is  one  of  them, 
where  the  circuliiioo  of  newspapera  is  extremely 
limited,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  these  laws  are 
to  little  nnderatood  in  those  narls. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  routt  be  indulged  in  a  single 
ward  of  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  wno 
was  first  Dp.  In  the  first  place,  he  denied  that  he 
had  said  the  facts  which  he  stated  were  all  within 
his  own  knowledge.  If  that  genilemaa  had  at- 
tended to  what  he  said,  he  would  have  known 
thai  he  stated,  part  were  within  his  own  knowl- 
edge, and  that  ne  bad  the  other  froia  a  person 
upon  whom  he  cou)d  depend. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  next  spoke  of 
another  matteruf  fact ;  he  had  stated  the  uniform 
tenor  of  his,  Mr.  H.'^  conduct  to  be,  to  consider 
all  differences  ef  opinion  from  hit  own  to  be  proofs 
of  Ignorance.  If  so,  he  must  always  have  treated 
the  gentlema'j  from  Vireinia  as  the  most  ignorant 
of  mankiDd;  yet  this  House,  and  that  geolleioaa 
bimself.  mrist  remember  the  acknowledgments 
which  oe  had  always  been  ready  to  make  lo  that 
gentleman's  superior  talents,  which  was  a  proof 
sninst  the  assertion.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Virgin!^  in  order  lo  make  this  witty  remark  upon 
him,  bad  misstated  the  fact.  He  did  not  say  that 
the  persons  of  whom  he  spoke  difiefed  in  opinion 
from  himself,  but  that  they  had  taken  up  miscon- 
ceptions of  the  law  1  nor  did  be  sar  that  he  had 
convinced  them  of  their  errors  by  nis  arguments, 
but  that  this  was  effected  by  the  bate  reading  of 
the  law. 

Mi.  H.  concluded  by  saying,  that  from  the 
known  nrbanity  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
he  supposed  he  would  have  sufl'ered  the  first  three 
or  four  days  of  the  session  to  have  passed,  without 
a  persoDal  attack  of  this  kindj  out  because  he 
hoped  the  genilemao  would  speedily  return  to  that 
good  humor  for  which  he  was  always  remarked, 
except  driven  from  it  by  the  heal  of  debate,  (when 
it  is  perhaps  excusable,)  he  should  forbear  making 
any  farther  obaervaiion*  upon  what  bad  fallen 
from  him. 

The  question  was  then  put  for  Glling  the  blank 
with  100,000;  which  was  negatived,  12  voles 
only  being  in  &Tor  of  it;  then  upon  50,000 
which  was  negatived— 36  lo  31 ;  then  upon  40, 
000,  in  favor  of  which  only  appeared  40  voles 
then  upon  20,000 ;  which  was  carried  ;  42  vote: 
being  for  it. 

The  aoeslioD  was  now  on  the  resolution  as 
amendeJ. 

Mr.  Oallatin  believed  that  every  one 
agreed  as  to  the  propriety  of  giving  all  necessary 
information  to  the  people  of  the  United  Slates ; 
and  he  believed  they  wanted  it  in  relation  lo  the 
laws  of  lost  session  generallj;,  more  than  on  an) 
other,  for  he  found  on  his  arrival  at  this  city,  thi 
law*  of  last  session  are  not  yet  printed.  Bat,  i: 
5lh  Con.— 7S 


y  laws  had  been  published  throughout  the  Unit* 
ed  Sistes  more  than  others;  or  il  there  were  any 
laws  upon  which  less  information  is  required,  they 
wer«  the  two  laws  selected  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  for  an  eitraordinary  publication. 
He  has  selected  these  taws  for  publication,  because 
he  says  the  people  of  the  United  States  do  not  un- 
derstand them.  What  sort  of  evidence  has  he 
addnced  in  support  of  this  resolution  ?  His  own. 
He  has  said  that,  b  travelling  through  the  eonn- 
try,  he  has  mot  with  misinformed  individuals.  He 
had  no  doubt  of  this;  he  might  have  met  with 
five,  ten,  or  fifty  persons  who  did  not  properly 
comprehend  the  sediiioD  law.  But,  said  Mr.  Q., 
because  one  member  of  this  House,  in  travelling 
through  the  United  Stales,  has  found  individuals 
informed,  aie  we  la  conclude  that  the  people 
of  the  Uikited  Stales  generally  want  informaiionl 
Are  there  not  one  hundred  members  on  this  floor, 
and  is  there  one  among  them,  besides  tbif  gentle- 
man, who  says  the  people  in  bis  district  are  mia- 
informed  wiln  respect  to  these  laws'? 

But,  said  Mr.  G.,  let  us  take  the  evidepce  of  the 

iientleman  himself.  The  resolution  embraces  two 
sws,  yet  his  evidence  only  relates  to  one  of  these 
laws.  The  alien  law,  be  does  not  pretend  to  say 
the  people  do  not  understand.  Il  is  impossible  to 
say  so.  It  cannot  be  misunderstood.  Itgivesthe 
President  power  to  send  out  of  the  United  States, 
any  foreigner  whom  he  tbinks  dangerous,  which 
is  too  plam  to  be  misunderstood.  What  does  his 
evidence  amount  lo  7   That  resolutions  hare  been 

tiassed  in  one  of  the  counties  in  Virginia,  not 
Dunded  upon  the  sedition  Uw,  but  upon  a  bill 
which  never  passed  the  Legislaiare. 

Mr.  HjlRpeb  explained,  ny  saying  he  did  DOI 
say  the  resolutions  were  founded  upon  the  bill, but 
that  it  was  read  thereby  a  person  speaking  on  the 
subjeci,  as  the  law. 

Mr.  Qallatin  said,  he  was  going  to  slate  what 
he  understood  to  be  the  fact,  but  the  geolleman 
himself  bad  saved  him  the  trouble.  He  supposed 
the  gentleman  who  read  this  bill  did  so  merely  lo 
show  what  were  the  views  of  the  supporters  of 
this  law.  as  an  incident  in  the  history  ol  the  biui' 
nrss.  If  ihe  resolutions  were  really  founded  upon 
that  bill,  and  not  upon  the  law,  lei  the  resolutions 
be  produced  in  proof  of  the  assertion.  It  would 
be  readily  discovered  whether  they  were  founded 
on  misinformation  or  noL  From  what  the  gentl»- 
man  bad  himself  said,  there  appeared  to  be  do 
foundation  for  ihe  opinion. 

The  next  part  of  the  gcnileman's  evidence  re- 
lates to  resolutions  passed  in  the  Stale  of  Een- 
tucky.  He  mentioned  that  a  letter,  written  by  one 
of  the  members  from  that  State,  contains  some, 
misrepresentations,  and  that  the  resoltitions  pass- 
ed there  were  founded  upon  those  misrepresenta- 
tions. This  is  mere  matter  of  supposition,  nor 
does  he  show,  if  it  he  true,  how  sending  the  law 
■ ;  re  presentation.     We  are  in- 


formed, said  he,  that  the  Legislature  of  that  Stale 

lawi.  and,  therefore,  if 

copies  of  the  laws  were  sent  to  tnat  body,  it  would 


icling  upon  thes 


answer  the  gentleman's  object.  'If  bis  argumeuu 
have  any  weight,  not  only  indiridnals  are  imsin- 
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formed,  but  there  is  a  general  and  wilful  misap- 

{relieD»ion  with  respect  to  these  laws,  and  tbe 
.egtslatnre  of  Kealucky  hare  either  not  got  the 
laws,  or,  if  they  have,  they  have  misunderstood 
them. 

There  is  another  article  of  evidence  and  the  only 
one  which  can  have  any  weight,  and  that  is  what 
the  gentleman  has  himself  seen  ia  his  travels.  He 
has  seen  men,  he  say^,  opposed  to  the  law,  merely 
from  misinformation,  who.  the  moment  they  saw 
tbelaw  (and,  he  supposed,  neard his,  Mr.  H.'s,  arma- 
ments, upon  it)  were  convinced  it  was  Constitu- 
tional and  proper.  If  he  understood  the  genlleman, 
not  a  single  individual,  except  he  were  a  violent 
party  man,  but  what  was  convinced  in  this  way. 

Mr.  Q.  wished  the  gentleman  had  called  in  some 
other  parts  of  Virginia,  besides  those  in  which  he 
went,  because  he  had  seen  the  opinion  of  a  gen- 
tleman, who  certainly  was  not  a  violent  party 
man,*  disapprovins  of  these  laws.  He  wished 
that  gentleman  had  called  al  Richmond  and  con- 
vinced this  gentleman  of  his  error. 

Bui,  said  Mr.  Q.,  taking  it  for  granted,  that  some 
misinformation  respecting  the  laws  in  queation  has 
gone  abroad,  he  could  not  see  how  it  was  to  be 
corrected  by  the  publication  jiroposed.  He  ha^ 
complained  that  it  had  been  said  that  the  sedition 
law  attacked  the  freedom  of  speech;  and  if  tbere 
he  an^  misapprehension  on  the  subject,  il  must  bs 
on  this  point,  and  this  alone.  It  was  trae,  Mr.  Q. 
said,  that  he  had  himself  met  with  some  individu- 
als, and  not  violent  party  men,  bnl  supporters  of 
the  Administration,  who  conceived  that  the  liber- 
ty  of  speech  was  intended  to  be  affected  by  the 
word  -'utter."  He  was  himself  of  a  difierent 
opinion,  but  he  had  found  the  greateii  variance  of 
opinion,  even  among  gentlemen  of  the  law,  as  to 
the  intention  of  the  sedition  act ;  and,  if  it  be  in- 
tended to  inform  the  people  on  this  subject,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  send  out  a  commentary  with  the 
law;  for,  after  they  have  read  the  law,  they  will 
not  know  whether  theact  of  writing  a  letter  with- 
out either  publishing  or  printing  it,  comes  within 
the  law  ;  whether  the  act  of  lending  a  newspaper 
vhicb  may  contain  any  article  which  may  be  con- 
strued into  a  defamation  of  the  Qovernment,  or  of 
the  President,  renders  a  person  liable  to  the  penal- 
ties of  the  act,  or  how  matters,  which  are  mere 
matters  of  opinion,  are  to  be  ascertained  by  wit- 
The  only  difficulty  with  respect 
„  I—  ;.  ...»  ».i.-.  ;.  ;>.  ....1  ^X^^r. 


sediti 


ilai 


]  what  II 


wnieh  I  do  myself  may  not  come  under  this  law; 
whether  I  may  not,  in  writing  a  letter  to  my  fam- 
ily to-morrow,tif  I  express  any  sentiment  in  oppo- 


■edition.    But  reading  the  laws  would  not  afford 
him  the  information  he  wanted. 

But  the  gentleman  has  stated  another  ground. 
He  has  spoken  of  tumultuous  meetings  of  the 
people,  and  that  it  is  the  intention  of  some  iodi- 
mdaals,  and  at  all  events  their  acts  have  that 
tendency,  to  produce  en  armed  oppotitlon  to  these 

*  General  Marshall. 


laws.  Wbai  does  the  gentleman  call  lumultuons 
meetings  1  Peaceable  meetings  of  the  people  to 
state  their  g.'ievances.  And  he  was  not  astonish- 
ed, that  after  an  attack  has  been  made  on  the  lib- 
erty of  the  Pre.w,  that  another  is  made  against  the 
peaceable  meetiitgs  of  citizens  to  state  their  griev- 
ances, and  that  they  are  called  symptoms  of  an 
armed  oppontion  to  the  lavii.  Mr.  G.  thought" 
gentlemen  ought  to  wait  for  stronger  symptoms, 
before  this  language  was  held  on  the  floor  of 
Congress.  As  long  as  the  people  confine  them- 
selves to  an  expression  of  their  opinions  on  the 
measures  of  Govemmen.'i  he  saw  no  danger  of  an 
armed  opposition  to  the  tu  ws.  So  far  as  he  was 
acquainted  with  those  purl^  of  Pennsylvania  in 
which  these  laws  are  dee-med  impolitic,  and  by 
many  unconstitutional,  he  had  seen  no  symptoms 
of  an  armed  opposition,  or  imieed  any  opposition 
whatever,  for  he  could  not  calt  a  meetiiig  to  draw 
a  petition  in  opposition  to  a  law.  If  this,  said  he, 
be  a  fact,  the  resolution  before  I'be  House  ought 
to  be  rejected.  Yet  be  believed  OL'e  reason  would 
induce  him  to  disappoint  the  ge/itleman  from 
South  Carolina  by  voting  in  favor  of  it.  He  saw 
only  one  motive  that  could  have  led  to  the  intro- 
duction of  it.  It  is  known  that  in  m&ny  parts  of 
the  United  States  these  laws  are  considered  im- 
politic and  unconstitutional,  and,  if  the  members 
from  these  parts  were  to  vote  against  this  motion, 
it  would  be  immediately  said  by  the  friends  of 
these  laws,  '',You  see  the  opposition  which  is  made 
to  any  information  being  given  to  the  people  with 
respect  to  these  laws;  though  all  the  dislike  of 
them  arises  from  misinformation,  certain  gentle- 
men will  not  suffer  the  people  to  be  undeceived." 
Il  would  be  to  prevent  this  being  said,  and  not 
from  any  evidence  which  had  been  brought  to 
show  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  that  he  should 
vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Harpgb  (after  having  obtained  the  neces- 
sary leave  to  speak  a  third  time)  was  glad  to  find, 
however  gentlemen  disapproved  of  this  motion,, 
they  all  found  some  reason  or  other  for  voting  for 
it.  He  was  not  displeased  with  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  lor  furnishing  him  with  so  in- 
genious a  motive  for  hi-  conduct.  According  to 
an  old  adage,  said  Mr.  H.  "  be  measures  other 
people's  corn  by  his  own  bushel."  He  thought 
it  a  curious  argument,  that  because  complete  in- 
formation could  not  be  given  to  the  people,  they 
should  have  none.  The  eentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  stated  bis  doubts  as  to  what  foots 
will  be  cognizable  by  the  sedition  law ;  but  he 
himself  knew  there  were  many  who  were  not  ac- 
quainted with  its  provisions.  When  they  knew 
them,  perhaps  they  might  have  mote  discernment 
than  that  senileman ;  they  will  know  that  the 
word  utierxng  is  confined  exclusively  to  writing, 
vending,  or  distributing,  and  thai  writing  a  pn- 
vata  letter,  or  lending  a  newspaper,  except  the 
transaction  is  of  a  very  suspicious  nature  indeed, 
cannot  be  brought  within  the  meaning  of  this 

Mr.  H.  denied  that  the  Senate's  bill  was  read  in 
the  Virginia  meeting  in  any  other  sense  than  as 
the  law  of  Congress,  and  complained  that  in  ser- 
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era)  other  iastaoces  he  had  been  misrepreseiited 
hf  the  geDtleman  fiom  Peoiuyliriuiia. 

Mr.  Dawboh  nid,  if  it  was  deiermined  lo 
take  the  senae  of  the  House  upon  this  resolu- 
ItOD  Bi  preseDt,  he  should  more  an  anLendmeut  of 
the  kind  which  he  had  mentioned  ;  but  be  would 
rather  that  the  tesolutioa  might  be  committed, 
that  he  might  prepare  hii  ameodmeat  agaiast  to- 


Mr.  N.  Smith  itid  the  motion  for  committing 
was  always  to  give  liberty  for  discusaion,  on 
controverted  subject.  He  had  heard  no  genili 
man  oppose  the  principle,  and  Iberefori-  could  ni 
eoDceive  why  discussion  was  ueceisary;  there 
had  been  much  more  said  about  it  already  than 
was  attached  to  the  question;  amendments  could 
be  as  well  iotrodaced  in  the  House  as  by 
ting;  if  the  ^mleman  was  doI  ready,  h 
objection  to  its  postponemeui  till  to-mon 
day  could  not  make  much  diSerence. 

Mr.  Hacdh  said  he  voted  for  the  largest  num^ 
ber  to  be  printed,  and  he  wished  to  see  a  general 
dissemination  of  all  the  laws,  to  make  them  as 
publicly  known  as  poisible.  But  he  hoped  the 
Home  would  not  depart  from  its  usual  civility : 
when  a  member  requested  a  paatponemenl  in  or- 
der to  introduce  amendments,  to  deny  it  him. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vehable,  that  for  com- 
mitting being  withdrawn,  it  was  postponed  til!  to- 
morrow, 42  votes  being  for  it. 

ADDBEBS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  DajfA,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
draught  a  respectful  Address  in  answer  to  the  Pres- 


Thdrsdat,  December  13. 

Philip  V*»  Cobtlahdt,  from  the  State  of  New 
Tork,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

The   Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treaiury,  accompany- 
ing sundry  statements  exhibiting  tbe  amour* 
duties  arising  from  domestic  distilled  spirita 
stills,  for  the  year   ending  on  the  30tb  of  June, 
1797 ;  also  on  sales  at  auction,  reSned  sugar, 
riages,  and  retailers'  licences,  to  tbe  close  of  1797, 
together  with  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner 
the  Rerenue  on  the  subject ;  which  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

ADDKEte  TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dara,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Ad- 
dress yesterday  reported,  in  answer  to  the  Speech 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  and  Mr/ 
DeHT  having  taken  the  Chair,  the  Address 
read,  as  follows,  omiiiing  the  words  printed  within 
brackets,  which  were  added  a.i  amendments :  The 
words  printed  in  italics  were  struck  out  in  the 
discussion,  so  tba^th^ Address  to  be  presented  to 
tbe  President  contains  the  words  printed  within 
brackets,  and  does  not  contain  those  printed  ' 
italics. 


Jaaa  Ada»,  Preddent  of  the  United  Stata— 

3ib:  Tha  Honaa  of  RapnaentatiTw  unite  with  yon 
dspfaning  the  affitcta  erf  the  daaolaUng  malidj  by 
which  the  mt  of  GoTanmiBnt  and  otbei  parti  of  onr 
country  haTS  recently  bean  visiled.  In  eaUing  our  at- 
tention to  the  btalitj  of  its  repeated  revagea,  and  in- 
viting o*  to  coniidec  the  eipadieocy  of  eierciatng  oai 
ConstituFtoniJ  powers,  in  aid  of  the  health  laws  of  the 
respective  State*,  your  recmnnieadation  i*  sanctioned 
by  the  dictatea  of  hnmanily  and  liberal  policy.  On 
thia  interaating  mbject  we  teal  the  neeeaaily  of  adapt- 
ing every  wiae  expedient  fbi  preventing  a  calami^  ao 
diatraaaing  to  iadividnal  mfbnita,  and  »o  prejodidal  to 

itate,  notwith- 


aproaper 


■ohingb 


thia  caiami^,  and  from  eitemal  embanaaanenta,  ia  a 
aatia&ctoiy  manifcatatiim  of  tbe  great  extent  and  ao. 
lidi^  of  tbe  public  laaourcaa.  Gennedad  with  thia 
situation  of  our  flaeal  concema,  the  aaaanuics  that  tha 
'  prariaions  for  obtaining  revenue  by  direct  taxation 
fulfil  the  views  of  the  Legialature,  u  pecnliariy  ac- 
ceptable. 


laam  with  aatiafiKtioD,  that 
in  purauance  o(  our  treatiea  with  Spain  and  with 
Great  Britain,  advance!  have  beanmMe  for  definitively 
aeltling  the  controversies  relatiTa  to  the  Soothen  and 
tha  Narthsaatem  Umita  of  the  United  Stalea.  With 
similar  aentimenta  have  we  recMved  your  infimialian, 
that  the  proceedings  under  coouiusaiuna  authoriied  by 


flbrd  to  a  resectable  portion  of  01 
U  of  a  final  deciiion  on  their  dain 


dtiiena,  the  proapect  o: 

for  maritima  ugnriea  Mnunitled  by  lobjacta  of  Ihoae 

It  nould  be  the  theme  of  mutual  fclidtation,  were 
we  aiaiued  of  eipahendng  siaulai  ntoiletmlion  and 
juatice  from  anether  Power,  [tbe  French  Republic]  be- 
tween whom  jTwhich]  and  the  tfnitad  States  diflerMMca 
have  unhaj^y  ariaen.  But  thia  ia  denied  oa  by- tha 
tilliaiate  biluie  of  tha  measuiea  which  have  been  taken 
by  thia  Goremaient  towarda  an  amicaUa  adjuatment  of 
thoee  diflerencea,  and  by  the  vi 


OUT  meani  of  defonce,  our  intoreat  and  onr  honor,  com- 
mand ua  to  repel.  It  therafore  now  becomaa  the  United 
Btataa  to  be  aa  determined  in  reaiatonce  as  they  have 
been  patient  in  auSering,  and  condeseending  in  nego- 
tiation. 

While  thoae  who  direct  the  aflain  of  Prance  peraict 
bi  the  enforcement  of  decree*  >o  hoatile  to  onreaienliat 
tJghti,  their  condnol  ferbida  us  to  eonflda  in  any  of 
their  profeanons  of  ami^. 

A*  therefore  tbe  conduct  of  Prance  hitherto  eihibita 
nothing  which  ought  to  change  or  relax  our  meaaniea 
of  defonce,  the  policy  of  extending  and  invigorating 
demanda  oar  aednlooa  attention.    Tbe 


ciently  prove  the  utility  of  ita  establiihment.  Aa  it  re- 
q^eeta  the  guuding  of  our  coast,  the  ptMectian  4^  our 
trade,  and  the  faduly  of  aafMy  ttanaporting  the  meana 
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lA  territOTisI  defence  to  ereiy  put  of  our  maritime 
fiontier,  ui  adequste  mtbI  (brce  muet  be  coniidered  ■■ 
an  important  object  of  national  policy.  Nor  do  « 
henEate  to  atlopt  ihe  opinion,  that,  whether  negotiatioi 
with  trance  are  mumed  or  not,  Tigoroui  prepaiatiai 
tat  nar  will  be  alike  indiapenaable. 

In  thii  conjoncture  of  a&ira,  while  with  joa  we  v 
cogniie  ourabundentcBawof  sratitadeto  ttto  Supren 
Diapoaei  of  evenla  for  the  ordinal?  blegnnga  of  Proi 
dence,  we  regard,  aa  of  high  national  importanrc,  tl 
nanifealation,  in  onr  counti;,  of  a  magnanimous  epii 
of  raatitBOce  to  tbreign  domination.  Thi*  epirit  men 
to  be  cheriahed  and  inngorated  bj  eveiy  branch  of 
Ooremment,  aa  the  aatimable  pledge  of  actional  proa- 
peiirr  *iid  glory. 

Diadainiog  a  reliance  on  foreign  proteetioii,  wanting 
no  foreign  guarantee  of  oar  libeitie*,  r«n)lving 
tain  oui  national  independence  againit  eveiy  attempt 
to  deapoil  us  of  this  ineitimable  treainre,  we  confide, 
under  Proridenee,  in  tho  patriotiam  and  energies  of  the 
people  of  these  United  States  for  defeating  the  hostile 
enterpriaea  of  anj  Ibreifn  Power. 

To  adopt  with  pmdent  foresight  aneh  ayatematical 
■aeasnres  as  maj  be  expedient  tax  calling  forth  those 
mergies  wfaeniTer  the  national  ejigencies  may  reqnin, 
whedier  on  the  ocean,  or  on  onr  own  lanHary — and  to 
reconcile  with  the  proper  security  of  revenue,  ttie  eon- 
venience  of  the  mercantile  enterpriae.  on  which  ao  great 
ft  proportion  of  the  public  retoarces  depends— are  ob- 
jects ef  moment,  wUch  shall  be  duly  leganled  in  the 
coarse  of  our  delUterattona. 

Fully  as  we  accord  with  you  in  the  opinion,  that  the 
United  Btatea  ought  not  to  submit  to  the  humiliation 
of  sending  another  Minister  to  France,  without  previoni 


[approbation]  the  declaratian  of  your  purpose,  ateadily 
to  obaerre  those  maxims  of  humane  and  pacific  policy 
by  which  the  United  States  have  hitherto  been  goT' 
emed.  While  it  is  left  with  France  to  take  the  requi' 
•ite  steps  tor  accommodation,  it  is  worthy  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  a  free  people,  to  make  known  to  the 
world,  that  justice  on  the  part  of  Pnnee  will  annihilBle 
•very  olwtacle  to  the  restoration  of  a  friendly  inter 
course,  and  that  the  Executive  authority  of  thu  conn- 
Vj  will  respect  the  sacred  rights  of  embassy.  'At  the 
Mme  time,  the  wisdom  and  decision,  whidi  have  cha- 
ractariied  your  past  AdministrstioD,  sssote  us  that  nc 
DlnBory  praTeHiims  will  aednce  yon  into  any  abandon- 
ment of  the  rights  which  belong  to  the  United  Btatea  aa 
[aj  free  and  independent  [nation.] 

The  Clerk  baring  read  the  Address,  it  was 
again  read  b^  the  Chairman  bv  paragraphs. 

Mr.  UtiTLEDGE  moTed  to  strike  out  of  the  fourth 
paragraph  the  words  "  another  Power,"  and  to  In- 
KTt  in  their  place  the  words  French  Republic 
The  present  words  appeared  lo  him  a  circuitous 
mode  of  expression,  which  he  ihoufht  unneces- 
sary. As  the  other  two  Powers  with  which  the 
Uiuted  States  had  had  disputes  of  a  less  serious 
nature  than  with  France,  were  mentioned  bf 
name,  he  thought  the  Freoch  Republic  should 
also  be  named. 

Mr.  Dana  whs  perfectly  willing  to  bare  the 

mssage  so  expressed  as  to  be  pointed  directly-  to 

France ;  but  he  had  an  objection  to  the  applici' 

'   tion  of  the  term  Republic'  to  that  OoTernraent.  as 

with  the  term  of  Republic,  he  associated  the  idea 


of  liberty  and  happiness;  and,  considering  the 
French  as  having  abused  the  name  of  liberty  for 
the  purpose  of  despotism,  he  was  unwilling  to  ap- 
ply the  phrase  to  tnem. 

Mr.  RuTLEDQE  replied,  that  however  the  form 
of  the  French  Government  may  differ  from  our 
own,  they  choose  to  call  themselves  a  Republic, 
and  OUT  Oovernmeot  has  so  acknowledged  them  ; 
and  if  we  meant  to  treat  with  them,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  our  present  differences — an  event 
which  all  must  ardently  desire — he  believed  it 
would  be  necessary  to  consider  them  as  a  Re- 
public, and  treat  them  as  each.  He  thought, 
Ifaerefore,  the  term  ought  now  to  be  used. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  put  and 
carried,  there  being  49  votes  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  HAflPES  suggested  the  propriety  of  striking 
out  the  following  words,  whicn  were  a  i»rt  of  the 
designation,  rendered  unnecessary  by  this  amend- 

Mr.  Dana  objected  to  this  amendment.  It  would 
make  some  farther  alterations  necessary,  and  he 
thought  the  paragraph  would  stand  as  welt  with- 
out it. 

The  motion  was  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  RuTLEnoE  proposed  to  substitute  the  word 
•which,  for  "whom,"  in  the  same  paragraph. 

Mr.  QonnoN  moved  to  amend  the  fast  para- 
graph, by  striking  out  the  word  "  acqaiescence,** 
and  to  msert  in  its  place  approbation,  which  he 
thought  a  more  accurate  expression.    A^ed  to. 

Mr.  Dai«a  proposed  to  add  the  word  vnih  in  the 
fifth  paragraph;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Harper  suggested  a  verbal  amendment  at 
the  close  of  the  last  paragraph,  viz  r  instead  of  the 
words  ("as  free  and  independent,"  to  insert  "as  a 
free  and  independent  nation."    Aereed  to. 

Mr.  Spkaoue  wished  to  alter  the  phraseology 
in  the  sixth  paragraph,  from  "their  conduct  for- 
bids us  10  confide,"  to  "there  is  no  groond  for 
confidence;"  but  this  motion  was  not  seconded. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  amend- 
ments to  the  House,  which  were  agreed  to,  and  OQ 
the  quesion  being  put  on  the  Address  as  amended, 
it  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

Mr.  TBATciiBBwished,as  no  objection  ms  made 
lo  the  Address,  that  it  might  be  entered  on  the 
Journals  as  unanimously  agreed  to;  but,  on  the 
question  being  put,  a  few  noes  being  heard,  the 
Speaker  decmied  it  not  carried. 

The  usoai  resolution  was  then  passed,  that  the 
Speaker,  attended  by  the  House,  do  present  the 
Address,  and  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
wail  upon  the  President,  to  know  when  and  where 
be  will  be  pleased  to  receive  the  same. 

Messrs.  Dana,  Venablg,  and  Harper,  were  ap- 
pointed a  commitiee  for  this  purpose.  They  wailed 
upon  the  President  accordingly,  and  Mr.  Dana  re- 
ported that  the  President  would  receive  the  Ad- 
dress to-morrow,  at  his  own  house,  at  twelve 
o'clock. 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 

Mr.  Habpeh  said,  he  had  A  en*  requested,  in  the 
ibsenee  of  Mr.  Batabd,  (the  present  Chairman  of 
the  Committee)  to  move  that  an  additional  mem- 
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ber  be  »dded  la  ihe  Maai^rs  for  condQciing  ibi 
impeachment  against  William  Bloant,  laie  u 
Senator  of  the  United  Slates,  in  (he  place  of  Mr. 
SirGBBATEB,  who  had  rnigaed   his  seat  in    ' ' 

The  motion  was  agreed  lo,  and  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  bwllot.  for  an  additional  member.  The 
vote*  having  been  told  by  Messrs.  Etahs  and 
WAnawoRTH,  it  appeared  ibat  there  were  18 1 
for  Mr.  KiTTBBA,  H  for  Mr.  J.  Williams,  and 
the  rest  so  much  scattered,  that  do  member  bad  a 
majoritr  of  votes.  A  freali  ballot  was  accordiog 
if  made,  when  there  appeared  for  Mr.  Kitteba, 
38  rotes,  Mr.  J.  Williamb  14,  the  rest  scattering. 
Hi.  K.  was  accordingly  declared  elected. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  noti- 
fying the  House  that  Ihe  Senate  had  caused  a 
summons  to  be  issued  on  the  3d  of  March  last, 
acainat  William  Blonnt,  to  appear  at  the  bar  of 
(be  Senate  on  the  third  Monday  in  the  present 
December,  to  answer  to  charges  of  hifh  crimes 
and  miademeanors  committed  against  loe  United 
Staiei,  which  had  been  duly  served  upon  him  by 
the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  a  return  thereof  made 
10  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

STATE  BALANCES. 

Hi.  Harpir  called  up  the  resolution,  which  he 
yesterday  laid  opon  the  table,  respecting  balances 
doe  from  the  debtor  States.  The  House  went 
into  a  Committee  upon  it^  and  it  was  agreed  to 
without  debate  or  objection,  and  a  bill  ordered  to 
be  reported  accordingly. 

Fridat,  December  14. 
Seveial  other  members,  to  wit:   James  Cocb- 
RAH,  from  New  York ;  William  Matthews,  from 
Hafyland  ;  Josiah  Pabkbr,  from  Virginia;  and 
Thomas  Pinckrbt,  from  South  Carolina,  appear- 
ed, and  took  tbeir  seats  in  the  House. 
UWIFOBM  BAKKBUPTCY. 
Mr.  Sewall,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
ptepue  and  report  a  bill  providing  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States, 
reported  a  bill,  which,  being  a  copy  of  the  one  be- 
fore the  House,  at  the  last  session,  was  not  read, 
bat,  after  reading  the  title,  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the   Whole,  and  made  the  order  for 
Uonday. 

Hr.  Habtlet  supposed^  as  there  are  several  new 
memben  in  the  House  this  seuion,  and  as  some  of 
the  old  members  might  not  have  preserved  their 
copies  of  this  bill,  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  be 
printed.  He  therefore  made  a  motion  for  the  pur- 
Mr.  Macon  doubted  not  the  Clerk  would  be 
able  to  fnrnish  the  new  members  with  copies  of 
the  old  edition  j  if  so,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be 
a^nin  ftiotei.  He  belierea  the  various  bills 
Mich  nad  been  reported  from  session  lo  session, 
had  already  eost  the  United  States  more  than  a 
thousand  pound ^  for,  when  he  came  drst  to  Con- 
gress, he  found  the  subject  before  the  House,  and 
It  had  remained  here  ever  since ;  and,  as  he  had 
ao  idea  of  it*  pusing  during  Ihe  present  sesfion, 


he  hoped,  if  it  was  printed,  that  there  would  be  a 
sufficient  number  of  copies  ordered  to  serve  for 
several  years.  He  wished  the  Clerk  to  be  asked 
whether  there  were  not  a  sufficiency  of  copies  in 

The  Speaker  answered  that  the  Clerk  would 
inquire  what  copies  ate  on  hand. 

ANSWER  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

The  hour  having  arrived  at  which  the  pREni- 
DBRT  had  appointed  to  receive  the  Address oftbia 
House  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both  House*, 
the  Speaker  announced  it,  and  the  House  with- 
drew for  the  purpose  of  presenting  the  Address. 

In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the  memben  r^ 
turned ;  when,  the  Speaker,  having  taken  his 
Chair,  proceeded  to  read  the  answer  to  iheir  Ad- 
dress a  copy  of  which  had  been  put  into  bi"  baud 
by  tbe  pRESiDEKT.  It  was  as  follows: 
To  iht  Hoot  of  Beprfentaiiva  of  Ihe  Vnited  Statu  .- 

GiiTTLiMaT;  My  nneefe  acknowledgmimta  are  due 
to  the  Houaa  of  Rspreaentalivea  of  Iht  United  States, 
fin:  this  eiccUent  Address,  so  contonsnt  to  Ihs  '■*""'■*" 
□f  RepresentativH  of  a  great  and  bte  people.  Tha 
judgment  and  feelingB  of*  nation,  I  believe,  were  never 
more  truly  expressed  by  their  Repraaentativea  than 
dUMs  of  our  constitaeuts,  by  your  decided  dedaratkni, 
that  Kith  our  mcani  of  defitnce,  onr  interest  and  honor 
eommind  os  to  repel  a  predatory  waiftie  against  the 
onqnestionable  rights  of  a  nential  oommeree.  Thai  it 
becomea  the  United  State*  to  be  as  determined  in  ie> 
■istauoe  as  they  have  been  pntlMit  in  tatknag  and  ooo- 
deecending in negotiatioa.  That, wbjlethueeiriwdirecl 
tbe  d&in  of  Fiance  perdet  in  the  enfaceownt  tt  de- 
crees BO  hostile  to  oni  ussnntlsl  rights,  their  condnat 
finWds  OS  to  confide  in  any  of  their  ptofasaione  of  ami- 
ty ;  that  an  adequate  naval  foca  most  beeoneidend  ae 
en  important  olgeet  of  national  policy ;  and  that,  wbMbsi 
negotietioiia  with  Ftanee  are  resumed  or  not,  vigorone 
mpeiatims  tor  war  will  be  alike  indiapeniable. 

The  generous  disdain  you  so  eoollj  and  deliberately 
rsfn—,  of  a  reliance  en  fbrngn  protection,  wanting  no 
foreign  gusranty  of  out  liberties,  rewlving  to  maintain 
our  nations!  independence  against  every  attempt  lo  ia- 
spoil  us  of  this  ineriimable  treasure,  will  meet  the  fitU 
appiobatiQn  of  everr  aound  understanding,  and  einlting 
appliuMS  from  ths  heart  of  every  (sithfu!  Amsrican. 

I  thank  yon,  gentlemen,  for  yoni  candid  approbatien 
of  ray  Bsniiments  on  the  subject  of  negotialion,  and  tot 
die  declaration  of  your  opinion,  that  the  policy  of  as- 
tending  and  invigorating  our  measures  of  detenoe,  and 
the  adoptien  with  pndenlfocaalghl  of  such  ^stematioal 
measiDBs  as  may  be  expedient  br  calling  finlh  the  en- 


may  requira,  whetbor  en  tbe  ooean  or  c 

riteiy,  will  demand  your  moel  sedulous  attention. 

At  the  nme  time,  1  take  the  liberty  to  aanre  you,  it 
shall  be  my  vigilant  endeavor,  that  no  illusory  pro^ 
■ions  shall  seduce  me  into  an  abandonment  of  tbe 
rights  which  belong  W  the  United  Stale*,  as  a  fiee  aitd 
independent  nation. 

JOHN  ADAMa 

UaiTia  Statu,  i>ece»iier  U,  1708. 
PRESIDENT'S  SPEECH. 

The  reading  of  tbe  President^  Answer  bciog 
finished, 

Mi.  Uarprr  mored  thai  tbe  House  go  into  a 
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Committee  of  the  Wbole  on  the  state  of  the 
UuioD,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  Presi- 
dent's Speech;  which  motioa  ^iog  agreed  to, 
and  the  committee  formed,  he  proposed  the  fol- 
lowing rtsolulions: 

1.  Saohtd,  As  the  opinion  of  tbii  coinniiUea,  thtt 
•a  much  of  the  Speech  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Stttei,  lo  both  Haus«a  of  Congiew,  el  the  comniBnce- 
ment  of  the  present  sesoioa,  u  relite*  to  the  eipediencr 
of  eatablishiag  luil&ble  regul&tioni  in  aid  of  the  health 
lows  of  the  reipectiie  States,  fot  preventijig  ttie  intro- 
ductioa  of  contagious  diseases,  be  relmred  to  a  commit- 
tee, with  power  to  report  hy  bill  or  othemise. 

3.  That  so  much  of  the  nid  Speech  as  retatei  to  the 
extending  and  mvigoratiog  the  meainres  of  defence 
heretoliire  adopted  by  the  GoTemment  of  the  United 
States,  be  referred  to  a  committee. 

3.  That  BO  much  of  the  said  Speech  u  relates  to  the 
Naval  Establiihment,  and  to  the  augmentation  of  the 
Navy,  and  the  adoption  of  systematic  measures  for  pro- 
curing timber  and  other  supphes,  be  referred  to  a  com- 

4.  That  M  much  of  the  said  Speech  as  relates  to  a 
nriaion  of  the  system  by  which  the  collection  of  that 
part  of  the  re*enae  wbiut  uisea  &om  duties  on  mer- 
chandises imported,  is  now  regulated,  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  first  resolution  was  taken  up ;  wheu 

Mr.  Datton  said,  he  could  see  no  reason  whf 
this  resolution  ought  not  to  be  referred  to  the 
Commiilee  of  Commerce  and  Maaufaclures.  as 
well  as  the  last,  since  the  power  of  Congress  to 
act  on  this  labject,  is  derived  from  their  power  to 
regulate  commerce. 

Mr.  Habper  had  do  doubt  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  M&nufactares  was  as  well  selected 
for  the  purpose  of  acting  on  this  subject  as  any 
other  committee  would  be;  but  he  could  see  no 
connexion  between  the  preserraiion  of  health  and 
Uie  reflation  of  commerce.  It  was  true,  that 
regtilatioQs  for  this  purpose  might  ultimately  have 
some  effect  on  commerce,  and  therefore  it  is  pro- 
per that  the  proposed  measures  should  be  taken 
by  Congress,  but  this  does  not  necessarily  connect 
the  two  subjects.  He  was  not,  however,  tenacious 
as  to  the  mode  he  had  proposed,  but  thought  it 
the  best. 

Mr.  Daiton  moTed  to  amend  the  reaolation  by 
making  the  reference  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Mauufaclures  i  as  the  gentleman  from 
Sooth  Carolina  himself,  though  he  had  at  first 
denied  any  connexion  betwi'en  commerce  and 
this  subject,  afterwards  showed  the  connexion  to 


Mr.  Macon  thought  it  would  be  best  to  leave 
the  resoluiioa  blank,  and  let  the  reference  be  de- 
termined in  the  House.  If  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred at  all,  it  certainly  ought  to  go  to  the  Com- 
miilee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  put  and 
carried. 

The  qnestion  returning  to  the  resolution, 

Mr.  Vbrablb  suggested  to  the  mover  of  this 
resolution,  the  propriety  of  modifying  it,  so  as 
that  the  Committee  ofthe  Whole  might  deter- 
mine merely  upon  the  principle.  He  thought  it 
impiopei  for  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  lu  make 


Mr.  Harper  did  not  approve  of  the  course  pri»- 

posed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  as  when  a 

Eositive  affirmative  proposition  is  proposed  in  the 
rst  instance,  it  never  fails  to  produce  a  premature 
discussion.  This  had  been  heretofore  complained 
of,  and  at  the  last  session  the  mode  which  he  now 
proposed  was  adopted ;  a  select  committee  reports 
10  detail,  and  the  House  can  act  more  understand- 
iagly  in  this  way  than  when  called  to  vote  upon 
an  abstract  proposition. 

The  question  was  put  upon  the  resolution  and 

The  second,  third,  and  fourth  resolutions,  won 
agreed  to  without  debate. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  Hotise  took 
up  and  concurred  in  the  resolutions. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Otis,  Mr.  RuTLEnoE,  Mr. 
QooDRica,  Mr.  Samuel  Smitb,  Mr.  Cbampum, 
Mr.  Spaiqht,  and  Mr.  Dekt,  be  appointed  a  coin- 
miiiee  pursuant  to  the  second  resolution. 

Ordered,  ThatMr.JosiAu  Parker,  Mr.  PiNcK- 
NBV,  Mr.  Sewall,  Mr.  Chahfun,  Mr.  Baldwin, 
Mr.  Ghiswold,  and  Mr.  Van  CoRTt.AHDT,  be  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  third  reso- 

Tbat  part  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business  was  next  taken 
up  and  agreed  to,  which  proposes  that  all  peti- 
tions depending  and  undecided  in  the  last  session, 
ought  to  be  taken  up  and  acted  upon  as  they  may 
be  failed  for  by  auy  member,  or  upon  the  applica- 
■''^u  of  the  individual  claimant  or  petitioner. 
CENSUS. 

Mr,  Dawson  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a 

immittee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  enumeration 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Habper  sug^ted  the  propriety  of  letting 
this  subject  lie  until  a  Committee  of  Ways  aiu 
Means  was  appointed,  as  a  bill  of  a  similar  kind 
originated  witu  that  committee  at  the  lost  session, 
and  there  would  be  propriety  in  letting  the  busi- 
ness have  the  same  course  at  present. 

Mr.  Dawson  had  no  objection. 
COMMITTEE  OF  WATS  AND  MEANS. 

Mr.  Harpbr  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  of  Wavs  and  Means,  agreeably  to  the 
standing  rules  and  orders  of  the  House.  The 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

He  then  moved  that  the  said  committee  coosist 
of  nine  members. 

Mr.  NICHOI.A8  hoped,  as  this  is  a  very  import- 
ant committee,  it  would  consist  of  sixteen,  wltich 
is  a  member  from  every  Stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Harper  objected  to  this  on  the  ground  of 
itsbeingdifficult  to  getso  large  a  number  of  mem- 
bers together  to  do  business,  stating  also  the  idea 
as  fallacious  that  there  was  more  complete  knowl- 
edge on  fiscal  matters  in  so  numerous  a  commit- 
tee than  in  a  smaller,  as  wherever  information 
was  wanted  from  States  not  represented  in  the 
committee,  it  was  always  easily  obtaioed  by  inqui- 
ries of  the  members  from  those  States. 

After  the  remarks  of  several  members,  which 
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quesiioD,  [wo  of  the  States,  viz  :  Delaware  and 
Eeutuckj,  being  u  present  un represented,  at 
length  it  was  deiermined  that  the  kom  of  the 
House  shoald  be  taken  on  14,  and'  when  the  Re- 
presentatiTes  of  thoM  two  States  ariived,  a  mo- 
tion might  be  made  to  increase  the  committee  to 
sixteen,  and  the  Sfeikbr  wouJd,  of  eoune,  select 
a  member  from  each  of  those  States. 

The  question  on  having  the  committee  consist 
of  fouiteeo  membeia  was  accotdin^lf  put,  when 
there  appeared  to  be  34  votes  in  (btof  of  it.  and 
34  against  it.  The  Speakeb  decluiug  himself  ia 
ihe  Degatire,  the  question  was  not  carried. 

The  sense  of  the  Hoose  was  then  taken  on 
nine,  and  it  was  carried — yeas  35,  nays  30. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Harfbb,  Mr.  Ojlllatim, 
Mr.KiTHANiEL  Smith,  Mr.  CocBKAH,  Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Ibiac  pAKEEit,  Mr.  Hindham,  Mr.  Blockt, 
aod  Mr.  SiNHicKaoN,  be  appointed  a  committee, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAWS. 

The  HoDse  hariag  again  taken  up  Mr.  Hah- 

peb's  proposition  for  printing  20,000  copies  of  the 

aboTe  law.',   to  be  dtftiibuied  gratis   taroughout 

Ike  United  Staten.' 

Mr.  Dawson  said,  when  the  subject  was  the 
other  day  before  the  Haute,  he  ileclared  that  he 
hid  no  objection  to  the  rf solution,  as  it  had  erer 
been  his  wisli  to  give  the  fullest  ioformation  to 
his  eonititnents — nay,  he  was  disposed  to  favor 
it,  though  from  reasons,  he  believed,  diffeient  from 
those  Which  actuated  the  mover  of  it,  as  he  doubt- 
ed not  a  thorough  knowledge  of  these  laws  would 
insure  their  repeal.  But  he  tbeu  and  now  thought 
that  it  was  prematu rely  broaght  forward;  that 
eentleman  might  have  wailed,  at  least,  until  the 
tale  of  an  intended  proposition  for  the  repeal  of 
ihfse  laws  was  known;  especially  when  it  is  re- 
eollecled  that  do  effect  can  be  produced  by  the 
measure  durine  the  present  session.  It  was  un- 
der this  idea  tnat  he  had  moved  for  a  postpuie- 
ment  of  the  decision ;  but,  as  that  motion  was 
negatived,  be  presumed  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  to  act  upon  the  resolution  ai  oresent,  and, 
therefore,  he  wished  to  make  the  information  as 
complete  as  possible.  He  would  move  to  have 
ptinted,  with  these  laws,  all  the  parts  of  the  Con- 
Gtitntion  which  appeared  to  him  to  relate  to  the 
subject,  as  well  tnose  which  may  be  supposed 
to  give  the  power  to  Congress,  as  those  which 
prohibit  the  exercise  of  it.  If  he  had  omitted  any, 
he  should  readily  agree  to  their  Inst  " 
D.  then  moved  to  add  the  following : 

"  And  the  (ighdi  nctim,  and  Ihe  first  u 
dsuss  of  the  niitlli  Kction  of  the  first  article 
netion,  ■i>d  the  third  eUiue  of  the  second  section  of 
Oie  third  sitkle  of  du  Conititlition  of  the  United  Htalet : 
md  die  tbili,  liTenth,  eighth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth 
utidetofsmeodment  which  now  ibnn  apart  of  the  ssid 


Mr.  Rdtledoe  said,  as  he  wished  to  have 
correct  understanding  of  the  intention    of  the 
mover  of  the  amendment,  he  wished  to  be  inform- 
ed whether  he  believed  tnere  was  any  portion  of 


the  citizens  of  ti>ct^Dited  States  who  had  not  read 
the  Constitution,  °t  whether,  in  his  opinion,  there 
were  any  parts  of  ^'he  Union  in  which  it  bad  not 
been  promulgated  '»"  His  colleague,  in  justifica- 
tion of  his  having  m^'ved  for  a  further  promulga- 
tion of  two  laws  passe.  J  in  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, had  stated,  as  £a«ts  of  his  own  knowledge, 
thai,  in  certain  parts  of  the  Union,  where  discoD- 
tenu  had  been  manifesten.',  and  where  resolutinu 
had  been  entered  into  censuring  the  alien  and  a»- 
dition  laws,  that  diicontetits  had  been  geueratad 
by  misre presentation  of  thfl  provisions  of  thaw 
laws;  that  resolutions  ceasuring  them  as  uncoB- 
•titutional  had  been  procured,  not  by  eirculaiioe 
and  promulgating  what  were  tht  laws  of  the  land^ 
but  by  distributing  and  publishing  copies  of  two 
bills  which  had  been  projected  in  ihe  Senate,  and 
which  did  not  pass  either  House  o/ Congress  and 
which  were  rerf  dissimilar  to  the  axisling  lawa. 
With  the  knowledgeof these  facts,  i  t  m.ight  be  propw 
for  the  National  Legislature  to  order  an  additioital 
publication  of  the  sedition  and  alien  laws,  for  the 
purpose  of  diffusing  a  knowled^  of  thein,  and  re- 
moving those  errors  and  prejudices  w.hich  had 
been  created  by  false  copies  and  gross  miuepra- 
seatatioQE.  But  why  these  taws  were  to  hare 
annexed  to  themcertain  parts  of  the  Constitution, 
which  the  opposert  of  the  laws  in  question  kaa 
declared  were  violated  by  them,  he  eonld  not  un- 
derstand, unless  there  were  parts  of  the  (Jnirod 
States  where  the  Constitution  was  not  to  be  pNi- 
cured;  if  thesentleman  from  Virginia  woulnd*" 
clare  that  to  G«  the  case,  he  would  vote  for  tke 
amaidmeat,  but  he  would  not  vote  for  it  whn 
intended  (as  he  believed  it  (o  be)  as  "  an  appeal 
to  the  people ;"  that  measure  had  been  abandoned 
in  the  country,  where  it  bad  its  origin,  and  whrnc 
its  practice  had  been  marked  by  every  species  of 
disordet,  and  he  was  not  disposed  to  aaopt  thte 
popular  measure. 

Mr.  R.  said,  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that, 
in  some  parts  of  the  Union,  ebullitions  of  discon- 
tent had  occurred,  when  the  invitations  were  ra- 
membered  which  accompanied  the  sedition  bill  to 
the  peoole  to  resist  it.  Certain  gentlemen  had 
declared  it  uucoustitutioDal,  and  expressed  their 
wish  that  the  people  would  resist  its  executiou  ; 
our  constittteott  had  been  told  by  them  that,  to 
rebel  against  this  law  which  invaded  their  Consti- 
tutional rights,  was  a  duly  tbey  owed  their  coub- 
tty.  When  he  recollected  these  attempts  to  est- 
ate the  country,  he  was  surprised  that  our  citi- 
zens had  discovered  so  much  patience,  wisdom, 
and  good  senae,  as  they  had  by  their  ready  acqui- 
escence in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  which  many 
rriembert  of  Congress  had  been  active  in  repr*- 
seating  to  be  imoonstitutional.  They  had,  how- 
ever, after  a  very  learned  debate,  and  persevering 
opposition,  been  deemed  CoDstitntioDil  by  major- 
ities in  both  Houses  of  Congress.  The  Judgea, 
who  had  acted  under  them,  had  declared  them  to 
be  perfectly  Constitutional,  and  he  was  not  dis> 
posed  to  make  "  an  appeal  to  the  people,"  to  know 
whether  they  deemed  them  Constitutional;  but  iif 
any  getitleman  wottU  declare  that  there  was  a 
diaculty  in  any  part  of  the  coantry  in  ohtaininf 
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copies  of  ihe  Conslitulion,  he  would  have  no  oh- 
jectioD  to  voting  the  distribution  of  a  uecesssry 
number.  He  suspected,  bowever,  that  thia  was 
not  precisely  ibe  object  of  ikearaendnient. 
•  Mr.  HARPEn  desired  id  pass  by  the  extreme  f\i- 
tility  of  publishing  to  the  people,  al  tbts  day,  parts 
of  a  CoDstiluliaa  which,  had  been  in  force  ten 
years,  and  ihe  excessive  futility  of  such  on  idea ; 
oot  he  would  say  that,  if  the  gentleman  would 
extend  his  amendment  lo  the  whole  of  the  Con- 
AtitittioD,  his  motion  would  be  betiei  deserving  of 
consideration.  For,  if  ibese  extracts  which  he 
proposes  were  published,  who  can  tell  that  the  gen- 
tleman himself  might  not  inform  his  constituents 
that  they  were  not  true  extracts.  If  it  were  thought 
that  the  people  want  information  with  respect  to 
an  instrument  to  which  they  have  so  frequently 
expressed  ibcir  attachment,  let  the  whole  be 
pnoled.  He  would  not  object  to  the  printing  of 
SOjOOO  or  even  of  500,000  of  them.  But  what 
would  the  gentleman  have  thought  of  me,  if,  in- 
atead  of  printing  the  whole  of  the  laws  in  ques- 
tion, J  bad  proposed  to  make  extracts  from  them  7 
He  would  ccrlainly  have  treated  the  subject  with 
laughtetj  instead  oi  argument.  Indeed,  he  thought 
the  raakmg  of  a  proposition  like  the  present,  ~ 


Mr.  Dawbor  did  not  think  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  RcTLBnoe)  had  treated  bim 
with  candor.  He  ought  to  have  recollected  tl^t 
the  original  proposition  did  not  come  from  him  ; 
that  he  had  moved  a  postponement  of  it ;  that  he 
had  proposed  to  add  to  it,  not  only  those  parts 
of  the  Constitution  which  militate,  in  his  opinion^ 
Uftitut  the  laws,  but  those  said  to  be  in  favor  ol 
them.  For  his  own  part,  he  did  not  believe  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  are  so  ignorant 
■with  respect  to  these  laws  as  they  had  been  rep- 
resented ;  but  if  it  were  thought  necessary  to  maie 
the  proposed  publication  of  them,  he  was  con- 
rinced  it  was  full  as'  necessary  to  print  the  parts 
of  the  Constitution  which  he  had  proposed. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  understood  that  the  ground  upon 
which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
brought  forward  his  motion,  was  to  remove  cer- 
tain roisrepiesentations  which  had  been  made  of 
these  laws.  He  alluded  particularly,  as  he  thought, 
to  the  Slate  of  Virginia.  Forhis  own  part,  he  be- 
lieved that  State,  as  well,  perhaps  better  informed, 
with  respect  to  these  laws,  than  any  State  in  the 
Union,  for  they  are  made  there  the  criterion  " 
their  elecliona.  They  are,  therefore,  everywhi 
-read  and  discussed  pro  and  con.  What,  said  ) 
8.,  is  the  misrepresentation  of  these  laws  co 
plained  of?  They  are  represented  as  unnecessary 
uid  unconstitutional.  Will  the  simple  publication 
of  these  laws  do  away  this  opinion  ?  Certainly 
not ;  because,  when  the  people  read  the  laws,  tbev 
will  not  have  the  Constitution  co  compare  with 
them. 

Mr.  HAaPBB  interrupted  Mr.  S.,  to  deny  that 
he  had  said  this  was  the  ground  of  complaint,  hut 
that  the  provisions  of  the  law  are  misunderstood, 
and  that  their  contents  are  not  correctly  known. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  he  understood  the  gentlt 


;  but  he  hdicTed  the  unconstitutionality  of 
■laws  is  what  is  most  complained  of ;  and 
this  was  the  principal  reason  why  their  passage 
was  so  warmly  opposed  in  this  House.  He  was 
of  opinion,  therefore,  if  the  laws  were  sent  out  to 
the  people,  these  parts  of  the  Constitution  ought  lo 
go  too,  but  he  saw  no  occasion  for  either. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  he  did  not  particularly  allude 
Virginia  ;  nor  did  he  mention   any  place,  until 

:  was  called  upon  to  do  so.  He  spoke  of  the 
Southern  States  generally,  and  particularly  of  his 

vn  State.     He  did,  however,  believe  that  these 

ws  are  as  much  misunderstood  in  Virginia,  as 

ly  where. 

Mr.  SraioQ  observed,  that  the  gentleman  first 
up  from  South  Carolina,  had  said  that,  if  anygen- 
tleman  would  state  to  ine  House  that  his  constit- 
uents are  not  in  full  possession  of  the  Constitution 
and  the  amtfndments  which  have  been  added  to  it, 
he  should  think  the  present  amendment  oeceKsary. 
He  would  mention  a  circumstance  which  took 
place  at  a  public  meeting,  held  for  an  electioneer- 
ing purpose,  in  bis  district,  which  ought  to  con- 
vince him  tnat,  at  least,  the'  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  are  not  geneially  known.  One  of 
these  acts  was  spoken  of  at  this  meeting  as  un- 
consiitutional:  when  a  gentleman  of  great  re- 
spectability (if  property  can  make  a  man  so)  held 
in  his  hand  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
to  support  the  opposite  opinion  ;  and  when  he  vns 
referred  lo  one  of  the  amendments,  as  materially 
affected,  he  said,  that  amendment  was  nof  to  be 
found  in  Ats  Constitution,  nor  had  he  ever  heard 
of  any  amendments  being  added  to  the  Constitu- 

Mr.  Gordon  said,  the  original  ntotion  was  only 
supportable  from  the  nature  of  the  laws  and  the 
period  of  their  duration.  If  promulsed  only  in  the 
usual  way,  they  would  scarcely  be  Known  before 
they  expired,  end  he  was  tbeiefore  in  favor  of  this 
extraordinary  publication ;  for  one,  if  not  both  of 
the  laws,  was  to  continue  in  force  only  two  yeais. 
T|t  laws  intended  lo  be  permanent,  he  believed, 
were  sufficiently  known  by  the  ordinary  mode  of 
publication. 

But,  said  he,  we  are  now  called  upon  to  circu- 
late sundry  parts  of  the  Constitution.  Upon  what 
principle  is  this  founded?  Could  it  be  supposed 
that  gentlemen  would  agree  in  any  selection  of 
passages  from  the  Constitution?  Ii  could  not; 
every  one  would  wish  to  have  such  parts  priuied 
as  favored  his  own  opinions.  But,  what  was  the 
object  of  the  selection?  To  enable  the  people  to 
decide  whether  these  laws  are  Constitutional  or 
not.  What  would  be  the  consequence  ?  A  mob, 
or  large  collection  of  people,  will  be  brought  to- 
gether to  decide  this  question.  The  consequence 
seems  to  be  this,  that  if  they  determine  them  to 


oppose  their  execution.  Gentlemen  surely  do  not 
contemplate  such  an  effect  as  this;  and,  if  not, 
they  ought  not  to  be  desirous  of  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people'  to  these  laws  in  the  way  pro- 
posed. Gentlemen  had  said,  that  these  laws  were 
made  the  touchstone  at  elections  in  a  certain  quar- 
ter of  the  Uaion;  if  so,  it  would  certainly  be  im- 
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proper  in  this  Hou^  to  send  out  anyitiing  which 
might  aSect  those  eleciioos,  by  declaring  men  of 
a  certain  opinion  friendly,  and  those  of  an  oppo- 
site opinion,  unfriendly  to  the  Constilutioa.  In- 
deed, he  saw  no  ground  upon  which  the  proposed 
pablicstion  of  parts  of  the  Constitution  could  be 
founded.  The  Constitution  itself,  he  believed,  is 
in  the  hands  of  almost  erery  citizen.  He  should 
blush  for  his  constituents,  many  of  whom  have 
sworn  to  support  it,  did  he  suppose  that  any  con- 
siderable number  of  them  were  unacquaiiited  with 
the  whole  of  its  contents.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  motion  would  be  negatiTed. 

Mr.  EaoLESTon  rose  to  move  a  postponement 
of  this  question.  Being  a  new  member,  and  un- 
used ID  speak  in  public  assemblies,  it  was  with 
reluctance  that  he  offered  his  sentimenis.  But  the 
molton  which  he  proposed  was  founded  on  the 
idea  that  an  attempt  would  be  hereafter  made  to 
repeal  these  laws,  which^  he  trusted,  would  be  suc- 
cessful. He  was  unwilling,  therefore,  that  the 
minds  of  the  people,  which  are  in  many  pans  of 
the  Union,  (he  knew  it  was  the  case  in  the  district 
from  whence  he  came,)  already  sufficiently  irri- 
tated, should  be  wDund^  unnecessarily  b^  a  mea- 
snre  of  this  kind,  which  would  be  wholly  nseless. 
ifa  repeal  tabes  place.  And,  he  irusieo,  if  these 
laws  should  appear  neither  called  for  by  the  exi 
gencies  of  the  times,  nor  warranted  by  the  Consti- 
tution, a  majority  of  Congress  would  not  insist  in 
continaing  them  in  force  merely  to  show  their 
power  or  their  infallibility. 

The  Speaker  said,  he  was  sorry  to  interrupt  a 
new  member,  but  be  was  under  tne  necessity  of 
informing  him  that  he  was  departing  from  order. 

Mt.  Eoolebtoh  said  he  meant  to  show  by  his 
obaerrations  the  propriety  of  a  postponement. 

The  Bfeaebh  replied  that  they  were  wholly  out 
of  order,  as  no  member  could  answer  any  obser- 
vatioiu  upon  the  merits  of  the  laws,  all  remarks 
most  be  confined  to  the  proposed  extra  pnblica- 

Hr.  EoaLBaroH  saying  he  wished  to  comply 
with  the  rules  of  the  House,  sat  down. 

Mr.  Nicholas  seconding  the  motion  for  a  post- 
ponement, it  was  put  and  negatired,  there  being 
only  25  rotes  for  it. 

Mr.  Dawson  said,  from  what  had  fallen  from 
the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hah- 
PEB,)  and  others,  he  was  induced  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  and  to  more  the  following  addiiioo  to  the 
original  motion  :  "  And  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Stales  as  now  amended." 

Hr-  W. Claiborne  hoped  that  this  amendment 
would  be  a^eed  to.  It  would  be  diffiisingBmottg 
the  people  infonnalion  highly  important,  and  in- 
fonnatitw  of  which  they  at  present  stood  in  need. 
He  would  tmderiake  to  say,  that  the  people  whom 
he  represented  wanted  this  information;  and  he 
believed  it  was  geoeially  wanted  throughout  the 
Western  couotrr,  as  the  Constitution,  and  espe- 
cially the  amendments  which  Ipre  been  added  to 
it,  has  not  been  so  generally  circulated  as  he  cotild 
hare  wished ;  and,  except  this  amendment  suc- 
ceeds, the  alleged  object  of  the  mover  of  the  origi- 
nal proposition,  would  not  be  answered.     WmI 


rircnlaie  information 

respecting  these  laws,  because,  for  want  of  it,  the 
minds  of  the  people  had  been  feriufnied  by  misin- 
formation. But,  permit  me,  said  Mr.  C.,  to  tdl 
that  Ken tleman  that  the  parts  of  [be  country  to 
whicn  his  obserrations  apply,  arc  not  misinformed 
as  to  the  contents  of  these  laws.  In  Kentucky,  he 
had  been  informed,  they  had  been  circulated  iu  the 
form  of  haodbills,  and  that  there  are  few  persons 
who  could  not  produce  a  copy  of  them  ;  out,  he 
believed  that  few  persons,  comparatively,  oossess- 
ed  copies  of  the  Constitution  as  amended.  The 
expediency  of  these  laws,  he  said,  had  been  a  sec- 
ondary consideration  with  the  people;  their  pri; 
mary  objection  to  them  Is,  that  tney  are  violations 
of  the  Consiituiion.  And.  if  the  people  hare  been 
misled  as  to  this  point,  ana  not  as  to  the  details  of 
the  laws,  this  amendment  must  be  conceded  to  be 
proper.  Mr.  C.  said  he  should  be  glad  to  take  any 
step  which  might  be  calculated  to  allay  the  pres- 
ent fermentation  of  the  public  mind  with  respect 
to  these  laws,  which  he  believed  existed  in  an 
alarming  degree  in  certain  parts  of  the  Union.  If 
a  publication  of  the  Constitution  would  do  it,  it 
would  be  well.  At  any  rate,  it  would  hare  no  bad 
effect;  for  if  these  laws  are  Constitutional,  and 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  says  the 
Judges  hare  declared  them  so^  this  publication 
may  convince  the  people  of  their  error,  and  dis- 
appoint those,  if  such  there  be  who  wish  to  mis- 
lead them.  It  was  his  wisn  that  the  General 
Government  should  receive,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  receive  from  the  people,  all  the  respect  to 
which  it  is  entitled. 

Mr.  TnATCBES  agreed  with  the  sentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down,  that  the  people  in  the  West- 
ern country  were  greatly  mismformed ;  but  he  did 
not  believe  it  was  either  with  respect  to  the  Con- 
stitution or  the  laws,  but  on  moral  subjects. 

The  Speaker  said,  no  remark  ol  this  kind  could 
possibly  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Thatcher  said  he  was  about  to  slate  facts, 
from  which  he  meant  to  draw  an  argument  against 
the  publication  of  the  Constitution.  If  any  con- 
clusion could  be  drawn  from  the  speeches  of  their  ' 
Governors,  and  Legislators,  and  public  meetings, 
it  is  evident  they  are  misinformed,  and  in  a  state 
of  ignorance,  not  of  the  Constilutioa  or  of  the 
laws  in  question,  as,  when  they  quote  either,  they 
quote  them  correctly.  These  speeches  and  reso- 
lutions have  appeared  in  newspapers  in  the  bands 
of  their  clerks  and  agents.  It  was  not  political 
information  which  these  people  were  in  want  of, 
but  moral  information,  correct  habits,  and  regular 
fixed  characters. 

Mr.  Nicholas  inquired  whether  the  gentleman 
was  in  order  1 

The  Speaker  replied,  that  very  many  of  his 
remarks  were  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Thatcher,  after  a  few  other  observaiioDs 
on  the  people's  want  of  moral  information,  took 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Clopton  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  question,  which  were  agreea  to  be  taken. 

Mr,  Gallatin  did  not  know  that  there  was  any 
great  neeessity  for  publishing  the  Constitnlion  in 
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the  manuei  proposed  ;  but  this  he 
of,  that  there  was  as  much  necessiiy  fur  the  pco- 
posed  amendment  as  for  the  original  resolution; 
and  that,  therefore,  if  the  tesolutian  was  adopted, 
the  amendmeDt  ought  to  be  adopted  also. 

It  had  been  said,  by  geotlemeo  who  seem  in 
favor  of  priming  these  two  laws  and  not  the  Con- 
stitution, that  the  laws  are  not  known  ;  but  that 
the  Constitution  is  known.  He  believed  those 
geDtlemen  lie  under  a  mistake.  The  laws  have 
been  published  again  and  again  in  erery  part  of 
the  Union,  whereas  the  Constitution,  as  amended, 
has  never  been  published  and  promulgated.  The 
otiffinal  Constitution  had,  indeed,  been  published, 
ana  is  generallv  in  the  hands  of  the  people  j  but, 
«s  to  the  amendments,  many  persons  do  not  know 
how  many  of  them  have  liecome  a  part  of  that 
instrument.  Nor  can  it  be  ascertained  anywhere, 
except  in  one  edition  of  the  laws,  it  is  added  by 
way  of  note,  that  ten  of  the  amendments  now  form 
a  i4rt  of  the  Constitution.  Can  it  be  surprising 
that  the  people  at  larce  should  be  uninformed  as 
to  this  point,  when  only  two  yearsago,  a  commit- 
tee of  litis  House,  to  whom  the  subject  was  refer- 
red, reported  it,  as  their  opinion,  that  no  part  of 
these  amendments  were  become  a  part  of  the  Coa- 
stinition,  three-fourtbsof  ail  the  States  not  having 
concurred  in  them  %  It  was  true  their  report  was 
reversed ;  but  when  Congress  itself  has  so  lately 
determined  these  amendments  to  be  a  part  of  the 
CoDstitution',  it  is  not  strange  thai  the  people 
should  not  Se  well  informed  on  the  subject.  It 
may  be  said  these  arguments  apply  only  to  the 
amendmeDis,  but  as  no  one  could  produce  a  publi- 
eatioD  of  the  Constitution  as  amended,  he  wished 
it  now,  for  the  first  time,  to  be  published. 

Have  any  objections  been  offered  to  thia  propo- 
sition which  ought  to  have  any  weight?  The 
gentleman  from  South  CaroliDa,  who  was  first 
up,  complained  that  a  publication  of  this  kind 
would  be  an  appeal  to  the  people.  He  did  not 
precisely  understand  what  ae  meant ;  but  if  a 
publication  of  the  Constitution  can  be  called  an 
appeal  to  the  people,  what  will  the  gentleman 
term  the  proposed  extra  publication  of  the  laws 
in  question?  Has  it  been  said  that  this  promut- 
gatien  of  the  laws  is  necessary,  in  order  to  secure 
the  people  against  prosecutions  under  tbem?  Is 
this  the  objectofthe publication?  No;  theavow- 
ed  object  is,  to  convince  the  people  the  laws  are 
good  and  expedient ;  which,  being  an  appeal  to 
the  people,  ought  to  be  accompanied  with  the 
Constitution. 

Another  eentleman,  from  New 
made  use  oi.a  roost  extraordinary  arguineuL  He 
says  the  publication  is  necessary,  because  the  laws 
expire  in  two  years  j  but  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know 
by  what  kind  of  logic  he  makes  it  more  necessary 
to  pnbltsh  a  law  in  an  extraordinary  manner 
which  has  only  an  existence  of  two  years,  than  a 
law  permanent  in  its  nature,  and  especially  than 
the  Constitution  itself.  Does  he  think  the  Con- 
stitution should  be  disrc^rded,  or  set  aside  for  two 
]rear^on  sccountof  these  laws?  This  observa- 
tion did  not  fall  from  him,  who  waa  always  op- 
posed to  these  laws,  but  from  ooeffiT  their  support- 


But  this  gentleman  had  made  use  of  an  ex- 
which  he  certainly  had  not  sufficiently 
attended  to.  Speaking  of  the  meetings,  or  assem- 
blies of  the  people  which  had  been  held  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of 
these  laws,  he  made  use  of  the  word  "  mob."  He 
called  these  assemblies  of  the  people  "  a  mob." 
~  he  conceived  improper,  and  especially  U 
me,  wheii  it  is  known  that  notohly  respect- 
able meetinjgs  of  the  people  have  been  held  to  con- 
sider theselaws,  but  that  the  Legislatures  of  some 
S^tes  have  taken  up  the  subject. 

Upon  the  observations  of  the  Kentleman  from 

Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Thatcher,}  ne  would  make 

remark.    They  appeared  loo  frivolous  to  merit 

uuy.    So  far  as  they  went,  they  were  as  forcible 

against  the  proposition  as  tne  amendment. 

Mr.  CsAiE  said,  as  a  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had  called  the  veas  and  najrs  upon  the  present 
question,  he  wisned  to  state  his  reasons  for  voting 
against  this  amendment.  If  any  gentleman  would 
declare  his  constituents  in  want  of  information 
with  respect  to  the  Constitution,  and,  after  the 
proposition  for  printing  these  laws  shall  have  been 
decided,  bring  forward  a  substantive^  distinct  pro- 
position, he  would  vote  in  favor  of  it.  He  could 
not  allow  the  State  from  which  he  came,  haw- 
to  lie  under  the  imputation  of  ignorance, 
with  respect  to  the  Constitution,  which  had  been 
cast  upon  it,  by  voting  for  the  present  amendment. 
He  hoped  the  instance  which  his  colleague  had 
meuiioned  was  a  solitary  one.  Nor  could  he  agree 
to  publish  these  laws  and  the  Constitution  by  way 
of  calling  the  attention  of  the  people  to  them. 
He  was  sorry  the  original  proposition  had  been 
made.  He  did  not  think  any  act  of  Conrress 
ought  to  he  published  more  than  others.  The 
laws  were  supposed  to  be  sufficiently  promulgated 
to  the  people  ;  if  not,  means  ought  to  be  adopted 
for  the  purpose. 

The  Sfeakek  said,  these  observations  wete 
against  the  resolution  generally, and  not  theamend- 

Mr.  Cbaie  wished  these  acts  to  be  placed  on 
the  same  around  with  all  other  acts,  and  not  sup- 
posed to  be  particularly  obnoxious  to  thp  people. 
He  should,  therefore,  vote  against  both  the  amend- 
ment and  the  original  proposition. 

Mr,  J.  Wiul[ah8  was  opposed  to  this  aroead- 
ment.  If  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution  had 
not  been  sufficiently  published,  they  ought  to  be 
so.  It  was  derogatory  to  this  House  to  suppose 
this  to  be  the  fact.  In  the  State  which  he  repre- 
sented, the  town  clerk  of  every  town  had  the  kws 
of  the  United  States  nut  into  his  hand.  He  had 
hoped  every  State  had  done  the  same.  When  tbis 
resolution  was  first  brought  forward,  it  was  on  tlie 
((round  that  the  newspapers  did  not  give  sufficient 
mformatioo  on  the  subject,  and  it  was  on  this 
grouod  that  he  proposea  to  vote  in  favor  of  the 
proposition  ;  but  he  could  not  consent  at  this  day 
to  publish  again  either  the  whole  or  parts  of  tbe 
Constitution.      * 

Mr.  Hartlct  was  sorry  the  original  mottrai 
was  made  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
It  is  well  known,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  some  parts  of 
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the  UoioQ  are  at  prewnl  much  asitated  by  these 
laws.  If  any  mischiefhad  beea  doae  by  mbrep- 
K^eDUlioD,  that  time  was  now  passeiT;  it  was 
done  before  (he  laws  were  made  public ;  they  hare 
now  been  pretty  generally  published.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  is  employee  to  distribute  the  laws  of 
CanETess  in  the  several  Slates,  and  if  the  lawt  of 
the  usi  session  have  not  reached  them,  they  toon 
wilL  He  believed  the  bill  which  had  beea  ini  in- 
imducnl  iato  the  Senate,  hod  done  much  mis- 
chief j  but  he  had  no  douot  iheie  laws  would  be 
sofficiently'  circulated  to  do  away  any  misioform- 
itioD.  witoont  the  propoted  extra  publication.  He 
hoped  neither  the  ameodment  nor  the  original 
propoiitioD  would  be  a^aed  to. 

Ae  quesiian  on  pcintiog  the  Com titniion,  along 
with  the  law^  was  taken  by  reas  and  nayi,  and 
stood— yeas  35,  nays  41,  as  fellows: 

Tus — Abraham  BaUwui,  David  Baid,  Thona* 
Blnmt,  Robert  Brown,  William  C.  C.  Claibmia,  Jalw 
Cloftoo,  John  l>awM>ii,  OMTge  Dent,  Joaeph  Eggles- 
too,  Loeu  ElnModorC  Albert  Galiattn,  Aniuvw  Gregg, 
Kobert  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Haniwn,  Jonathan 
N.  Havew,  Jomh  fieirt«T,  David  Hobnes,  Waller 
Jonu,  Xitthew  Lodce,  Jamea  Madur,  Nathuiiel  Ma- 
a>m  Williun  Matthew*,  Blair  HcCknacfaan,  Anthony 
Vrw,  JobnNidMlas,  Jooab  Paxfcar,  Samuel  Smith, Wit 
litm  ftnilh,  Bichard  Dobbi  Bpai^t,  RidiBcd  Sprigg, 
Riduid  Btuibrd,  Abrwn  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Joseph  B. 
Tunom,  utd  Abraham  Tangle. 

Niii— Bailey  Baitlett,  Jonadkan  BraM,  David 
htMta,  Jdm  Gtwpnan,  Ja*.  Cochran,  WilUam  Craik, 
B«^>^f^  W*  Dana,  John  DeniuSi  WiUian  Edmond, 
Thoniu  Bnna,  Abiel  FoMer,  Dwii^t  Foster,  Jonathan 
FuMun,  Hanrr  Okn,  Cbaono^  ODodildk,  William 
Goidcsi,  JohnA.  Hanna,  ThMsaa  Hartl^,  WilUam 
Himlin»n,  HeiaUsJi  L.  Hosmer,  Jams*  H-'Imlay,  Laww 
K.  Mnii,  HuriHn  Q.  Otis,  Isaac  Patkar,  Thomas 
Rncknsy,  John  R«ed,John  RntUdga,  jr., Jamas  Sduin- 
msn,  BibmI  Bewail,  Willism  Shapttd,  Thomas  Sin- 


Mr.  NicHOL.aH  said,  lest  it  ahonld  be  understood 
that  those  member*  who  were  iu  favor  of  publish- 
ing the  Consiitation^  or  such  paiisof  it  as  are  con- 


nected with  the  subject,  were  opposed  to  the  origi- 
nal restdation,  he  must  unwillingly,  trouble  tne 
House  with  another  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 


this  question.    Agreed  ._ 

Mr.  SpaxoDB  professed  himself  opposed  to  the 
resolution  entirely,  as  unsusceptible  of  amend- 
meui.  and  wholly  useless.  He  believed  the  laws 
which  it  proposed  to  have  prioied,  had  been  more 
read,  and  are  better  understood,  than  any  other 
laws  of  the  United  States.  At  any  rate,  having 
heeo  published  in  the  usual  and  ordiaary  mode,  be 
was  not  willing  to  give  his  consent  to  anv  special 
pnbhcation  of  them ;  for,  if  asked  why  it  naabeen 
done,  he  coald  not  give  any  good  reason  for  it  If 
sny  principle,  said  he,  is  more  fised  in  a  Republi- 
can Qovernmentthan  another,it  is  that  majorities 
ODghi  always  to  govern ;  and  these  laws  having 
been  passed  by  a  majority  of  Congress,  they  mutt 


be  considered  and  obeyed  as  CoDsiitutioaal  and 

Mr.  Thatcbgr  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 

S;round  of  this  motion  had  been  put  upon  a  wroqg 
Doting.  It  seemed  as  if  the  object  was  to  enable 
the  people  to  determine  whether  the  laws  in  ques- 
tion are  Conttiiutiocal  or  not ;  whereas  the  objeet 
is  to  inform  the  people  of  the  contents  of  these  laws, 
(bat,  knowing  ibem,  they  may  not  o&end  against 
them-  When  a  tax  wai  laid  upon  carnages, 
which  a  certain  part  of  the  Union  conceived  to 
be  unconstitutional,  they  brought  the  question  be- 
fore the  Judiciary,  and  when  the  lew  was  there 
determined  to  be  Consiituiional,  it  was  acquiesced 
in.  Where  would  be  the  use  of  sending  out  the 
Constitution  with  these  taws,  for  the  purpose  of 
examination  by  the  peo|>U  1  For,  if  they  were  \a 
determine  them  unconstitutional,  they  would,  a»- 
vertheleas,  be  l^ble  to  prosecution  for  a  Weach  of 
them.  He  hoped  the  question  would  he  thus  un- 
derstood. 

Mi.  JosuM  PauuB  thought  this  proposition 
yet  capable  of  uMndment  It  has  been  agreed 
that  the  Constitution  is  well  undcrsiood,  and  that 
these  laws  are  also  pretty  generally  known  ;  bnt, 
as  the  ameodmentB  to  the  Constitution,  it  is  ac- 
knowledged, have  not  been  sufficiently  promulga- 
ted, be  should  propose  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adoing  to  it  the  anyndmenta  of  the  Constitution 
agreed  to  in  the  year  1789.  Ur.  P.  said  he  had, 
in  ibe  first  instance,  voted  for  the  publication  of 
the  ConsiicutioQ  as  amended,  with  the  two  laws, 
as  it  might  havegiven  satislaction  to  some,  though 
he  believed  the  ^reat  mass  of  the  people  did  net 
stand  in  ueed  at  another  edition  of  the  original 
Constitution.  He  had  voted  against  publistung 
extracts  from  that  instrument,  because  be  thought 
it  unfair  to  puUiih  it  in  parts  t  but,  a*  these 
amendments'  are  little  known,  he  wished  to  see 
them  published. 

Mr,  Uabtlit  obterved,  if  the  people  of  this 
country  are  not  acquainted  with  the  amendments 
which  have  been  made  to  the  Constitution,  the 
subject  can  be  acted  upon  at  any  time ;  but  be 
hoped  neither  the  original  proposition  nor  this 
amendment  would  be  agreed  to.  The  pubUcation 
will  intplv  that  our  conduct  has  not  been  what  it 
ought  to  nave  been,  by  our  calliog  for  an 
diuary examination  of  il.  If  thesnbject^ 
ntely  brought  forward,  he  would  not  objact  ti 
publication  of  theamendmenis  to  the  Constitution. 

The  queation  on  adding  the  amendmenis  of  the 
Constitution  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
decided  in  thene^tive — 45  to  32,  as  follows: 

Tiis— Abisham  Bsldwin,  David  Bsrd,  Thomas 
Blount,  William  Charles  Cole  Clubome,  John  Clopton, 
Jdm  Davrson,  Q«orge  Dent,  Joa^  Egg'eston,  Lnca* 
EbnotdoT^  Albert  Gallatin,  Andrew  Or^,  Carter  B. 
HsTTSSOB,  Jmaihan  N.  Havens,  Jost^  Hettter,  David 
HohDss,  Walter  Jesiet^  HatdMW  Lot^  Nsdisnid  Ma- 


othe 


itbooy  New,  John  Niehdas, 
Joiah  PirkM,  Samnd  Smith,  WiUam  Smidi,  Bidiard 


Dobba  Speight,    Riehsrd    I 

Abram  Tngg,  John  Trigg,  Phlp  Van  CorUsitdt,  Jo- 
seph B.   Vamnm,  snd  Abnhsm  VcsmUb. 
NATa-^onaihan  Brsc^  Bobsrt  Brown,  Chnslo^ 
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O.  ChuDpUn,  John  Chipman,  Jamei  Cocbrtn,  Wil- 
Ibm  Creik,  Samuel  W.  Duia,  John  DeonU,  WillUm 
Ediiiaoil,  ThomaB  Evuis,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwighl  FiMter, 
Jotwlbwi  Frecnun,  Seaiy  Glen.  Ctuonce;  Goodrich, 
Williant  Goidon,  Roger  Griswold,  John  A.  Hanos, 
BobeM  Goodloe  Harper,  ThomagHBrtle?,  WilliunHiud- 
mtn,  Heiekiah  L.  Hosmer,  Junea  H.  ImJay,  Jwnea 
Mxiiii',  Willum  Mttthew*.  Lewia  R.  Moiris,  Harriwiii 
O.  Otu,  Ink  Fuker,  Thomu  Piackuej,  lotln  Reed, 
John  Rulledgc^  jr.,  Jsmea  Schuroman,  SaiDUel  Sewall, 
Williun  Shepud,  Thomas  Sinmi^Boii,  Nathaniel  Smith, 
Peleg  Sprague,  George  Thstdler,  Richard  Thomai,  Tho  - 
mw  TiUbghatl,  JahnE.  Van  Alea,  Peleg  WadnroRh, 
RobeK  Wain,  and  Joba  WilliaoB. 

The  questioo,  of  course,  recurred  upoa  the  origi- 
nal rfsoluiioD,  when 

Mr.  Edmond  rose,  &nd  said  that  when  this  res- 
olution was  first  laid  upoa  the  table,  on  faesring 
the  obserTBtions  of  the  geDtleman  vbo  made  it, 
that  iu  the  courseof  his  trHTelshehadmel  anutii- 
ber  of  genllemeD  unacquainted  with  these  laws, 
stating  also  a  geneml  ignorance  of  the  people  re- 
specting them,  and  that  certain  rough  drahs  of 
bilb  had  been  read  for  the  sedition  law,  it  occur- 
red  to  his  mind  that  the  first  view  of  ibe  Legisla- 
ture, after  passing  laws,  being  to  make  them  known 
to  the  people,  it  these  laws  are  not  sufficiently 
kuovn,  the^  ought  lo  be.  It  struck  him,  also,  that 
OS  certain  incendiaries  appeared  to  be  taking  ad- 
vantage of  this  ignorance,  it  afforded  an  additional 
TeBBon  for  making  them  known  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble ;  he  bad,  therefore,  determined  to  vote  for 
them.  Bui,  after  seeing  the  several  amendments 
which  had  been  proposed,  and  hearing  the  argu- 
ments adduced  against  the  measure ;  when  be 
was  informed  by  the  Kenlleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  others,  thai  these  laws  had  been  printed 
in  handbills,  and  published  more  than  any  other 
laws ;  that  they  had  be«n  marie  the  groundwork 
for  meetings  and  declamations  of  self-creaied  ora- 
tors, and  of  persona  ill  disposed  towards  our  Oov- 
arnment,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  uneasiness ; 
he  saw  no  necessity  for  the  publication,  since  the 
Legislature  bad  done  its  duty  in  having  the  laws 
puUished  in  the  usual  way ;  and,  the  original  res- 
olution being  unnecessary,  the  amendments  are 
equally  unnecessary.  It  appears  that  both  ibese 
laws  and  the  Constitution  are  well  known,  and 
that  an  extra  publication  of  them  could  have  no 
other  effect  than  to  invite  the  people  to  assemble 
together,  once  more  to  act  over  the  same  scenes  of 
disorder  and  confusion,  which  have  been  acted  loo 
oClen  already.  He  should,  therefore,  vote  against 
the  proposition. 

Mr.GALLATiH  wished  to  set  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  right  in  one  respect.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  said 
a  word  about  any  meetings  in  Pennsylvania;  if 
there  bad  been  any,  he  himself  had  noi  heard  of 
them. 

Mr.  EnHONn  declared  he  had  not  said  anything 
about  meeting  in  Pennsylvmnia. 

The  question  on  the  original  resolution  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  34, 
nays  45,  as  follows : 

Ti^s — Abnham    Baldwin,    Da*id    Bard,    Thomas 


Blount,  Williun  Charlaa  Cole  ClBtbome,  John  Clop- 
loD,  John  Dawson,  Joceph  Egglestbn,  Lncas  Elmto- 
dotf,  Albeit  Gallatin,  Wiltiain  Gordon,  Andrew  Gn^, 
Robert  Goodloe  Huper,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonithm 
N.  Havens,  JoMph  Heiater,  David  HoIomk,  WiAa 
Janes,  Junes  Mscfair,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Williim  Hn- 
thows,  Blair  McCleiiBcbiii,  Anthony  New,  Joha  Ni. 
cholaa,  Josiah  Parker,  WilUani  Smith,  Richard  DoUi 
Spaight,  Richard  Sprigg,  HIchard  fltanfwd,'  George 
Thatcher,  Abrun  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cart, 
laudl,  JoMph  B.  Vamum,  and  John  Williams. 

Niis— Bails;  Bartlelt,  Jonathan  Biw»,  Birid 
BiDoka,  Robot  Brown,  Christopher  G.  Champlin,  Joha 
Chapman,  James  Cochran,  Willisni  Craik,  SudiibI  ff. 
Dana,  John  Dennis  George  Dent,  Wm.  Edmood,  Tbu. 
Bvans,  Abiel  Foaler,  Dwi^FoMer,  Joaatban  Freeam 
Heniy  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  Roger  Oriswold,  John 
A.  Hamia,Thonlaa  Hartley,  William  Hindman,  HcxUili 
L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imla?,  Matthew  Locke,  Ltwii 
R.  Morris,  Harrison  Q.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  Tbnam 
Pinckney,  John  Reed,  John  Rutledge,  jr.,  Jamet 
Schureman,  SamiiEl  Sewall,  William  Shepord,  Tbomtt 
Sinnidison,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Peleg  Spragua,  Riduid 
Tbomaa,  .Mark  Thomson,  Thomaa  TiUinghsn,  Jatin 
E.  Van  Alan,  Abraham  Venabte,  Pek«  Wadmorti, 
and  Robert  Wain. 

MonnAT,  December  17. 
.  M.  W.  CuAiBOBNB  laid  the  following  resolution 
upon  the  table; 

"  Raohtd  b^  the  Seiiaie  end  Houm  of  Semotnie- 
tivet  of  Anunea  in  Congrtu  antmbied,  T^at  '^ 
Uecretaty  of  State  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  aDlhoriied  lei 
directed  to  cause  to  be  printed  a  certain  number  gf  o^ 

not  exceeding tboosand  of  the  ConitilulioD  ef  the 

United  Stales,  together  with  the  ameBdmenti  Hbidi 
bava  been  made  thereto,  and  to  cause  the  asms  to  I*  *■- 
tribntad  gmtia  thnmghonl  the  Untied  Stales." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr,  Gallatin,  from  the  committee  directed  to 

Srepare  and  report  a  bill  respecting  balancfs  one 
■om  certain  States,  reported  a  bill,  which  ww 
read  and  committed. 

NUMBER  OF  ARMED  VESSELS,  ta- 

Mr.  NicBOLAS  said,  that  as  the  law  of  ii^f 
sion  for  increasing  the  Navy  Establish  meal"" 
given  great  discretionary  powers  to  the  ^"^  J; 
of  the  United  States,  be  thought  it  proper  that  |m 
House  should  receive  some  information  as  lu-tft" 
bad  been  done  in  consequence  of  these  j»w^ 
particularly  as  it  appeared  to  beanavowedobjeei 
to  increase  the  Navy  Establishment  during  u>^ 
present  session.  He  therefore  proposed  the  Im- 
lowing  resolution : 

'-Raohed,  That  the  Seraetaiy  of  the  Navybed^ 
reeled  to  lay  before  this  House  an  account  of  sU  the  sn"*" 
vessels  employed  in,  or  preparing  fin,  the  servwe  mW 
United  Slates,  with  on  estunate  oC  the  eiponsss  of  Ui«" 
equipment,  and  of  their  annual  support." 

Mr.  J.  Pahkeb  bad  no  objection  to  this  inquitTi 
but  as  the  committee  already  appointed  loM 
aider  and  report  on  the  subject  of  the  Navy  Kswj- 
lishment,  will  certainly  make  this  a  part  of  ihM| 
buMness,  he  did  not  see  any  necessity  for  ili'"«^ 
lution.    He,  as  one  of  thai  commiHee,  sftow" 
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ihink  it  bb  duif  to  give  CTery  tnformatioD  which 
could  be  Kquired  on  Ibis  subject 

Mr.  NicaoLAB  thought  ir  there  wis  no  objec- 
tion to  tbe  infoTrnaiion  beiaa;  obtained,  it  was  not 
a  sufficient  reason  for  dispeniing  wilb  ibe  resolu- 
tion, becBDse  a  committee  alreadf  appointed  mighi 
possiblf  rawke  it  a  nart  of  their  duty  ti>  give  Tbe 
information  requirea  to  the  House.  He  saw  no 
rrason,  if  the  information  was  oecessarf  and  pro- 

Er.  why  the  Hooae  should  wait  for  it  uotil  a  *e- 
;t  committee  should  think  proper  to  gire  it  to 


Mr.  Ona  withed  the  ^^tleman  from  Virginia 
would  suffer  his  resoJution  to  lie  upon  the  table 
tiU  to-iooiTow.  He  himself  should  bare  no  ob- 
jection to  wait  for  this  information  nniil  ibe  com- 
mittee which  had  hern  appointed  should  sire  it ; 
but,if  ihi*  resolution  were  passed,  he  .ihouTd  wish 
it  to  be  more  particular.  He  should  wish  to  know 
of  what  force  the  resKls  are,  what  part  of  them 
bare  been  purchased,  and  what  part  built  and 
where.  He  agreed  (his  was  information  which 
the  House  ought  to  ponseis ;  but  was  of  opinion 
that  a  select  committee  had  better  obtain  it  and 
lay  it  bdbre  the  House. 

Mr.  Nicholas  had  no  objection  to  the  resolu- 
tion laying  till  to-morrow,  nor  to  its  being  made 
mom  poitienlar. 

CEN8C& 

Mr.  Dawbon  moved  (hat  tbe  Commiliee  of 
Ways  and  Means  be  inairucled  to  prepare  and  re- 
port a  bill  for  the  enumeration  of  the  inbabitaDts 
of  the  United  Sutea. 

Mr.  Otib  thought  a  select  conimittee  would  be 
preferable  to  a  itanding  committee  for  this  bnsi. 
ness:  but  Mr,  Macoh  suggested  that  tbe  law 
would  require  a  considerable  sum  to  carry  it  into 
execution.  The  jmipriety  of  the  refoencr  was  al- 
lowed, and  the  motion  agreed  to. 

TDEai>AT,  December  18. 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 

A  mEuaee  was  received  from  the  Senate,  noti- 
ffio^  (he  House  th^t  William  Blount,  impeached 
of  htgh  crimes  and  misdemeanors  before  ine  Sen- 
ate, hy  this  HoBse,  though  he  had  been  dnly  sum- 
moned, had  not  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate 
at  the  time  appointed ;  and  that  tbe  Henate  wonld 
be  ready  to  receire  tbe  managers  at  twelve  o'clock 
this  day,  to  take  farther  order  in  this  trial. 

On   moiioD  of  Mr.  Habpsb,  this  message  waa 

referred  to  the  managers  of  (be  impeachment,  who 

had  leave  to  sit  during  tbe  session  of  the  House. 

NUMBER  OF  ARMED  VESSELS. 


yesterday  laid  upon  the  table,  relative  (o  the  Navy 
Establish  men  t,  he  would  present  one,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  committee  which  had  been  appointed 
00 this  subjectjContaining more  particulars,  which 
wonld  emoraee  all  the  objects  of  his  colleague. 
It  was  to  ibe  following  effect: 

"  BetalDtd,  That  tlw  SmcMaxj  la  the  Navy  be  &k- 
Nded  to  lay  }jdan  Ihia  Boom  so  scconni  of  dl  atmad 


:«of  the 


vesaals  cnqilaycd  in,  ot  pnparing  for,  the  ser 
United  Ststo,  paiticoUriiing  where  ths  Bune  were 
built,  or  are  bntlding,  and  under  what  contract «  thsir 
nafiiictlve  aizes,  namber  of  guns,  and  complameat  of 
nun,  and  the  names  of  the  commsndtrs  of  such  as  an 
in  commiiMon,  with  a  statemant  of  the  expense  of  the 
rUniptrimt  at  r<rh.  and  of  its  annual  sopport" 

Mr.  N1CB01.AB  bad  no  objection  to  the  substi- 
tution of  this  rewlniion  for  llie  one  which  he  yes- 
terday proposed,  and   it   was  agreed   to  by  the 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 

Mr.  Habpeb,  from  ibe  committee  of  managen 
of  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount,  to  whom 
had  been  referred  the  message  of  the  Senate  of 
this  morning,  reported,  as  (heir  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  proper  lor  the  managers  to  attend  before 
the  Senate  at  (he  time  appointed,  to  retjuest  a  fui^ 
iher  day  for  preparing  tneir  proceedings  in  th« 
taid  impeachment. 

The  House  took  up  (he  report  and  agreed  to  iL 
No  other  business  appearing  before  the  Houae,  it 
adjourned. 

WtniiBBDAT,  December  19. 

Mr,  Habpeb,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  hill  for  the  enumeration  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  Stales,  which  was  eon- 
mitted  for  Friday. 

DIBECT  TAX  LAW. 

Mr.  OoRDON  Mid,  it  would  be  recollected,  that 
when  the  bill  for  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
United  States  was  under  consideration,  certain 
amendments  were  proposed,  which,  for  want  of 
time,  were  passed  over.  One  of  these,  which  re- 
lated to  diecooveyance  of  lands,  be  thought  essen- 
tial ;  and,  in  order  to  bring  the  subject  before  tbe 
House  he  moved  that  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means  be  directed  to  inquire  whether  any, 
and,  if  any,  what  amendments  are  necessary  m 
that  act,  and  that  (bey  report  by  bill  or  otherwiae. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  W.  Claibobne  called  up  the  resolution 
which  he  laid  upon  (he  table  on  Monday,  for  caus- 
ing a  number  of  the  Constituiion  of  tbe  United 
Stales,  as  amended,  to  be  primed  and  distributed 
gratis  ihrougboul  (he  United  States. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  take  it  up, 

Mr.  C.  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  agreed  to, 
as  he  conceived  the  information  which  it  proposed 
to  give  to  the  people -would  be  highly  desirable. 
It  bad  been  conceded  by  all,  that  the  circulation 
of  the  Constiiutian  as  amended,  bad  been  very 
limited,  and  (bat  (he  amendments  are  unknown 
in  some  parts  of  the  Union.  He  said  he  should 
rejoice  to  see  our  furm  of  (jlovernment  in  the 
hands  of  every  freeman  in  tbe  country ;  nor,  if 
geotlemen  wished  it  to  be  understood,  respected, 
and  obeyed,  could  recurrence  be  too  frequently 
had  to  first  principles.  When  the  people  are  in 
full  possession  of  these,  it  could  not  be  doubted 
Ihai  their  vigilance  would  preterve  the  Constitu- 
tion inviolate  10  the  latest  posterity.    How  far 
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this  publication  may  be  desirable  in  the  Eastern  | 
and  Middle  States,  he  could  not  tell ;  but  fn  some 
of  the  Southern,  and  in  ihe  two  Western  States, 
he  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  very 
acceptable. 

On  a  former  occasion,  said  Mr.  C,  ihe  House 
bad  been  told  by  a  member  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  TaATCBEH,)  that  the  people  in  the  Western 
country  are  not  nninformrd  as'  to  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  that  it  is  not  political  information  which 
they  want,  bnt  "  moral  information,  fixed  princi- 
ples, and  correct  habits."  Such  tan^ere  as  this 
need  only  to  be  mentioned  to  be  despised. 

The  Speaker  interrupted  Mr.  d.  to  say,  that 
the  member  from  Massachusetts  was  checked  by 
the  Speaker  at  the  time,  and  that  therefore  his 
remarks  were  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Claiborne  replied,  the  remark  had  gone 
forth  to  the  public^  and  it  was  certainly  proper  for 
him  to  state  that  it  was  calumny. 
Mr.  C.  concluded  hy  moving  to  strike  ont  of 

the  resolution  the  words  "  not  eiceediog  — ," 

in  order  to  insert  50.000  copies;  and  as  he  had 
been  informed  that  tnis  nnmher  ot  copies  might 
be  printed  for  less  th&n  a  thousand  dollars,  he 
hoi^d  the  number  would  not  be  objected  to,  since 
it  would  he  money  well  expended. 

Tbe  question  on  the  amendment  was  put  and 
negatived— 33  to  32. 

Mr.  Gi^iBORNE  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
with  40,000  copies,  which  motion  was  carried— 
33  to  32. 

Mr.  N.  Smitb  supposed  the  question  would  now 
he  on  the  resolation  aa  arAended.  He  said,  he 
should  have  no  objection  to  this  publication,  did 
be  suppose  it  necessary ;  but  he  could  not  con-' 
ceive  wnat  new  light  had  flashed  upon  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  just  at  this  montenl,  which 
made  the  publication  more  necessary  than  at  any 
former  period  since  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution.  These  amendments 
had  been  regularly  published  in  the  edition  of  the 
laws  which  was  published  in  1796.  Two  amend- 
ments were,  indeed,  then  published,  wbich  have 
never  been  adopted,  but  there  was  a  note  inserted, 
discriminating  between  those  which  bad  been, 
%nd  those  which  had  not  been  adopted.  There 
certainly  can  be  no  objection  to  tbe  Constitution 
being  in  the  hands  of  every  citizen ;  hut  whethi 
the  United  States  ought  to  be  at  the  expense  and 
trouble  of  this  distribution,  was  a  qnestion.  The 
gentleman  himself  supposes  that  there  are  only 
two  or  three  States  which  are  in  want  of  this  in- 
formation ;  and  with  respect  to  those,  the  printers 
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States  may  make  any  publication  of  thi 
'■—   which  they  think  proper-    —  "'- 


States  themselves,  or  any  individnalsentleman, 
or  any  set  of  gentlemen,  may  do  it.  For  bis  own 
part,  as  there  had  been  an  equal  distribution  of 
the  Constitution,  as  amended,.with  the  taws  of  the 
United  States,  he  did  not  wish,  by  an  extra  publi- 
cation, to  make  a  difference  between  the  publicity 
of  Ihe  Constitution  and  the  laws,  nor  between 
certain  taws  and  other  laws  of  the  Union.  He 
wotdd  treat  them  all  alike.  He  therefore  saw  no 
reason  for  voting  io  favor  of  this  resolution,  un- 


indeed  the  principle  were  to  be  allowed  a 
good  one,  which  was.  on  a  former  occasion,  advo- 
cated by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Ur- 
Gallatin)  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  irom 
South  Carolina  for  printinz  the  alien  and  sedition 
laws;  that  gentleman  told  tbe  House  thai  he  could 
10  good  reason  for  tbe  publication,  but  that  be 
lid  nevertheless  vote  for  it,  because,  if  he  did 
not,  it  would  be  seid  he  was  for  preventinB  inform- 
from  going  to  the  people.     Did   I  believe 
this  a  just  ground  upon  which  to  found  my  vole, 
'     laht  certainty  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  present 
jlution  ;  as  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  it  will  be 
said  of  those  wbo  oppose  it,  that  they  are  for 
keeping  ioformalion  from  the  people;  but,  as  I  do 
believe  tbe  publication  necessary,  and  as  1 
ih  to  consult  my  own  understanding  as  to  the 
necessity  of  the  measure,  rather  than  what  may 
be  said  of  my  conduct  by  others,  I  shall  vote 

f.  C1.AIB0RNE  denied  that  be  had  said 
this  publication  would  he  necessary  only  for  the 
Western  States;  but  be  had  stated,  that  he  could 
not  be  certain,  for  want  of  information,  whether 
it  would  be  equally  desirable  for  tbe  Eastern  and 
Middle  Slates  with  those  of  the  Southern  and 
Western.  He  believed,  however,  this  publication 
would  be  acceptable  in  alt  parts  of  the  Union, 
Tbe  amendments  to  tbe  Constitution,  he  had  been 
informed,  had  been  published  only  in  Mr.  Sbt^'m 
edition  of  the  laws,  of  which  5,000  copies  had 
been  circulated  throughout  the  United  States ;  so 
that  to  be  possetsed  of  a  complete  copy  of  the 
Constitution,  it  will  be  necessary  for  citizens  not 
only  to  have  a  copy  of  the  Constitution,  but  also 
a  copy  of  the  law^  which  he  would  venture  to  say 
many  of  the  Justices  and  Judges  in  many  of  the 
States,  and  some  of  tbe  L^islatures  in  others, 
had  not. 

But  the  gendeman  from  Connecticut  liad  said, 
that  the  Legislatures  of  the  States,  or  individuals, 
might  cause  the  Constitution  as  amended  to  be 
printed ;  but  is  not  this,  said  Mr.  C.  a  more  proper 
subject  for  the  National  Legislature  to  act  upon, 
than  for  any  other  body  of  men,  or  than  for 
any  individual  1  Does  it  not  belong  to  tbem  to 
inform  the  people  correotiy  with  respect  to  the 
powers  vested  in  the  General  Qovemment  1  It 
certainty  did,  and  he  was  sorry  to  find  any  objec- 
tion made  to  the  motion,  as  be  thought  it  of  the 
first  impottance.  Those,  indeed,  who  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  large  cities,  where  this  information 
can  be  readily  obtained,  need  not  be  anxious  for 
tbe  present  publication ;  but  people  far  removed 
from  sources  of  information  cannot  get  copies  of 
the  amended  Constitution,  except  a  publication  of 
the  kind  proposed  be  made. 

Mr.  Sewall  viewed  the  resolution  under  con- 
sideration, as  of  tittle  importance  in  itself,  and,  if 
unnecessary,  only  an  useless  e«)ense  of  a  few 
thousand  dollars.  But,  instead  ort>eing  a  means 
of  information  to  the  people,  be  conceived  that  it 


ments  to  the  Constitotion,  that  has  been  made  of 
tbe  laws  of  the  United  States;  5000  copies  have 
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bten  pnoced  and  cirenkied  throngh  the  Unioa ;  so 
dwt  there  is  do  jMrt  of  the  eoanirr  irhere  the 
laws  and  Coostilution  caaQOt  be  easil)'  obtained ; 
bat  these  eopies,  and  ihit  informatioD,  is  eoniia- 
mllf  mDliiplied,  by  making  it  the  iaterest  of  the 
printers  to  publish  them  on  their  own  accountj  so 
that  every  man  who  wishes  Tor  this  informauoo, 
may  get  it  at  any  printing  office  in  the  country, 
much  better  than  by  applying  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  it.  The  wants  of  the  people  are  belter 
known  in  thiii  respect  by  the  printers  than  by  the 
Seereiary  of  State.  And  sappose  50,000  copies 
rftbe  Coostiiniion  and  amendments  were  printed, 
they  woold  not  furnish  ■  copy  for  erery  hnn- 
diedih  man.  Who,  then,  are  to  be  the  favored 
individnab  to  whom  these  copies  are  lo  be  sentl 
He  could  not  telJ.  Bui  as  any  one  by  expending 
siipMKe  mighi  at,present  parehasc  one  for  him' 
sell,  be  saw  no  necessity  for  the  present  motion, 
opecially,  since  by  disconraging  printers  from 
pablisbiiig  iheic  on  their  own  account,  those  who 
aid  not  get  «  copy  giYen  to  them,  would  have  to 
pay  doable  price  for  thnn,  on  account  of  the  de. 
crtaied  danand.  It  wm  on  this  account.  Mr.  S. 
said,  thai  be  eonaideferf  Ae  HMasure  aa  caleulaled 
to  resDain,  raiber  than  increase  information  on 
this  subject.  • 

Mr.  TxATCHBR  said,  that  when  he  saw  this 
■object  brought  forward  again  and  again,  it  stmek 
him  thai  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  haa  got 
cenain  eomnux  imptesaioos  upon  his  mind,  which 
b«  n  Dot  able  to  analyze.  He  seems  to  think  that 
ihe  people  in  hia  part  of  the  country  do  not  know 
what  [he  Constitoiion  is ;  yet  if  he  would  look 
back  six  or  Kven  years,  and  see  what  the  people 
have  done,  as  well  in  those  pans  of  the  Union  as 
in  others,  the  conclusion  most  be  ihnt  the  people 
art  well  informed  with  respect  to  the  Consiitu- 
tion.  or  that  ther  are  in  such  a  situation  as  that  a 
publicBiion  of  40,000  copies  of  that  instrument 
would  be  of  do  use  to  rive  them  the  information. 
But  ibey  certainly,  said  Mr.  T.,  do  undersund,  at 
least,  the  practical  parts  of  the  Constilulion,  as 
titey  have  seTcral  times  exercised  their  rights  as 
electors  imder  it.  It  was  in  vain,  lbei«fore,  for 
the  gentleman  to  say  that  bis  constituents  are  ig- 
BDrantof  the  Constitution;  since  this  alone  shows 


quencf  for  the  people  to  know. 

L«akn^n  the  subject,  said  Mr.  T.,  in  another 
point  of  view.  For  six  or  eight  years  past,  a  sei- 
lion  of  Congress  haa  not  passed,  in  wnich  some 
law  has  notbeen  enacted,  whicti  certain  gentle- 
men have  deemed  uneonsiitutional.  This  they 
have  puUfely  deelared,  and  ihe  deelarntion  has 
^ae  forth  to  the  people,  and  en^ged  the  atien- 
UOD.  and  undergone  the  ezaminalion  of  clubs,  of 
nobs,  and  of  legistamres.  Could  this  examina- 
tioD  have  taken  place,  said  he,  and  yei  the  people 
be  ignorant  of  the  Constitution  1  Certainly  not, 
tad  iberefore  the  people  in  the  Western  country 
either  do  know  what  tne  Constitution  is,  or  they 
bare  remained  in  a  state  of  mental  apathy,  frtmi 
which  they  eonld  not  be  roused,  though  told  that 
ibe  CoantotioD  waa  invaded,  and  their  libei^ 


lies  about  to  be  destroyed.  If  they  could  not  be 
roused  bv  this  slimalus,  it  follows  o(  course,  said 
Mr.  T.  that  they  are  in  a  state  of  mental  darkness, 
and  "that  a  pair  of  spectacles  might  as  well  be 
pnt  upon  the  nose  of  a  dead  man,  as  that  informa- 
tion snould  he  sent  among  these  people  !'' 

Another  argument  to  show  the  impropriety  of 
the  present  resolniion.  There  is  no  Biate  in  the 
Union  which  does  not  contain  a  printing  press. 
He  doubted  not  the  State  of  Tennessee  had  its 
printer,  and  that  he  was  not  so  fully  employed. 


United  States,  he  would  find  lime  lo  print  it;  and 
ihe  gentleman  would  not  say  thai  hii  constituents 
cauDot  afford  to  purchase  it,  since  they  can  afford 
to  buy  tlavet,  and,  of  course,  must  possess  con- 
siderable properly.  Upon  the  whole,  the  gentle- 
man had  himsell  convinced  him,  that  there  is  no 
demand  for  the  Constitution  in  bis  State ;  orthat, 
if  there  be,  those  who  want  it  may  be  readily  sap- 
plied;  he  should,  therefore,  rote  against  the  mo- 
Mr.  Habpeb  felt  DO  difficulty  in  confessing, 
that  the  more  he  reflected  on  this  subject,  in  con- 
seqacDce  of  the  motion  which  he  himaelf  made, 
and  the  variety  of  amendments  which  had  been 
proposed  to  it,  the  more  he  doubted  the  propriety 
of  the  Oovemmeat  of  the  United  Slates  making 
any  of  these  extra  publications.  He  was,  how- 
ever, far  from  wishing  to  oppose  a  proper  publi- 
cation of  the  Constitution  as  amended,  nor  did 
he  think  the  arguments  which  bad  been  used 
against  the  measure  were  sufficiently  strong  to 
sd6w  it  to  be  unnecessary.  Printers  are  not  al- 
ways inclined  to  run  the  risk  of  publications, 
though,  in  the  end,  they  might  he  well  paid  for 
their  [rouble ;  and,  indeed,  some  people  would  be 
ready  to  accept  a  copy  of  the  Constitution,  gratis, 
and  read  it,  wno  would  not  themselven  purchase 
H.  He  was  not,  h<*ever,  in  favor  of  the  present 
motion.  He  was  aware  ihat  there  was  a  want  of 
an  authentic  copy  of  the  Consiituiion  as  ameoded. 
The  edition  of  the  laws  which  had  been  men- 
tioned, contained  all  the  amendments  but  one ; 
but  one,  he  belteved,  it  did  not  contain.  It  oc- 
curred to  him  that  the  poblieaiion  of  the  laws 
authorized  by  the  Government  does  not  extend  to 
the  laws  which  may  be  passed  during  ihe  present 
Confess.  Might  it  not,  then,  said  be,  be  nropet 
to  give  this  business  some  form  of  this  kind,  viz ; 
That  ihe  Secretary  of  State  be  anthorized  lo 
publish  a  like  number  (5000)  of  the  laws  of  the 
present  Congress,  and  that  the  whole  Constitu- 
tion he  prefixed  to  the  publieatioo.  This  would 
insure  a  general  circulation  of  an  authentic  copy 
of  the  Constitution,  which  might  be  multiplied 
as  printers  saw  proper.  Mr.  H.  was  not  confident 
that  this  course  would  be  the  best ;  he  barely  sug- 
gested it;  and,  thai.ihe  subject  might  be  more 
fully  considered,  he  moved  to  refer  it  lo  a  select 

Mr.  NiCHOL&fl  hoped  this  course  would  not  be 
taken,  since  be  had  heard  no  real  objection  to  the 
original  motion.  Several  had,  indeed,  been  men- 
tioned, one  of  them  of  a  very  extraordinary  na- 
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taie.  Il  was,  that  tbe  people  knew  everylbing  re- 
speciiag  ihe  UonstiiulioD,  which  it  is  proper  for 
them  to  know ;  that  they  have  nothiag  to  do  with 
this  Ooverncaeal  but  to  elect  the  componeot  parts 
of  it.  Mr.  N.  said,  he  was  not  ia  the  habit  ot  an- 
Gwetiog  tt^e  argamentE  of  the  geatleniRD  from 
whom  this  aeatiment  fell ;  but  so  extraordinary  a 
declaration  ought  not  topasa  unnoticed  come  from 
whom  it  might  Principles  of  this  kind,  isaid  he, 
■le  not  likely  to  he  at  first  gene  rally  avowed,  ibey 
are'generally  ushered  in  indirectly,  before  ihEir  real 
supporters  come  forward  and  arow  them.  He 
hoped  so  disfaonurable  a  Genlimenl  would  always 
be  scouted  by  the  people  of  the  United  Stales. 

But,  it  was  «ajd,  that  this  measure  is  UDoeces- 
sary,  because  printers  will  always  find  it  their  in- 
terest to  print  what  is  much  wanted ;  so  that  the 
promuigatioD  of  a  perfect  copy  of  the  Constitution 
u  to  depend  upon  the  enterprise  of  individuals, 
and,  if  it  is  not  thus  circulated,  the  people  are  to 
temain  in  ignorance  with  respect  to  the  basis  of 
our  laws  and  Government.  At  present,  be  believ- 
ed, DO  one  could  point  to  any  volume  containing 
ow  Constitution  complete.  The  whole  amend- 
ments had  been  published,  but,  having  been  rati- 
fied by  degrees,  the  people  do  not  know  which  are 
a  part  of  the  Constitution,  and  which  are  not. 
And  he  would  also  tell  gentlemen  that  they  are 
mistaken  with  respect  to  individual  industry.  It 
is  only  in  places  where  printeiB  find"  it  difficult  to 
make  a  living,  that  everything  is  laid  hold  of  for 

{ublication,  which  affords  ihe  shadow  of  success, 
1  places  where  ibis  difficulty  does  not  exist,  nei- 
ther does  this  industry  appear.  He  doubted  whe- 
ther even  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  him- 
self could  point  to  a  publication  in  his  part  ol  the 
country  (where  individual  ezeriions  were  carried 
much  further  than  in  many  other  parts  of  tbe 
Union)  containing  a  perfect  copy  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. He  hoped  this  resolution  would  be  agreed 
lo,  if  far  soother  reason  thanaon  account  of  the 
arguments  which  had  been  ui^d against  it,  which 
certainly  were  calculated  to  pervert  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  Government. 

Mr.  Craie  understood  that  tbe  question  now 
before  the  House,  is  not  whether  ihe  Constitution 
shall  be  published,  but  whether  the  resolution 
shall  be  referred  to  a  select  committee.  He  did 
not  think  that  tbe  arguments  of  any  gentleman 
ought  to  be  given  as  a  reason  for  passing  a  resolu- 
tion, but  the  reasonableness  of  the  motion  itself.  It 
ougnt  also  to  be  founded  npon  a  general  view  of 
the  subject,  and  not  on  any  particular  considera- 
tion. He  should,  therefore,  prefer  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  as  it  would 
not  appear  to  be  pointed  to  the  particular  situation 
in  which  we  stand  with  respect  to  certain  laws 
lately  passed.  He  did  not  tnink  it  necessary  to 
publisn  the  Constitution  in  a  moregeneral  manner 
than  the  laws,  many  of  which  are  penal,  and  of 
course  immediately  affect  tbe*  lives  and  property 
of  the  people.  As  the  proposition  of  the  gentli 
man  from  South  Carolina  connected  the  laws  an 
Constiiution  together,  he  preferred  that  mode, 

Mr.  Macon  wished,  before  thequestion  was  put, 
that  the  law  authorizing  the  printing  of  5,000  co- 


pies of  the  laws  might  be  read,  as  he  believed  it 
would  be  found  thai  the  Secretary  of  State  is  au- 
zed  to  publish  5,000  copies  of  the  laws  of  eve- 
icceediug  session,  to  be  distributed  thtoughont 
the  Union.  [Tbe  law  was  read,  and  this  was 
found  to  be  the  fact,]    * 

Mi.  Thatcber  replied  to  Mr.  Nicdolab,  that 
the  amendments  of  the  Constitution  had  been  pub- 
lished afniin  and  again  in  his  part  of  the  country ; 
and  he  believed  they  had  also  been  published  in 
that  gentleman's  district.  With  renrd  to  the  as- 
toniuiment  and  surprise  which  he  nad  exoresacd 
at  the  sentiments  which  he  (Mr.  T.)  had  delirer- 
ered,  it  is  natural  when  anything  is  new,  that  it 
should  excite  tjiese  sensations,  but,  after  gazing  for 
some  time,  the  astonishment  will  subside,  and  the 
spectators  will  act  raiionally  upon  it. 

Mr.  Maook  said,  after  hearing  the  law,  which 
he  had  called  for,  read,  the  proposed  reference 
must  appear  unnecessary.  This  resolution,  said 
he,  embraces  no  new  principle.  It  is  the  same  as 
that  upon  which  the  extra  publication  of  thelaws 
was  founded.  It  was  thought  the  laws  were  not 
sufficiently  known,  and  an  extra  publication  of 
them  was  agreed  upon.  'Itwas  nowsupposedthat 
the  Constitution,  as  amended^  is  not  sofficientlv 
knnwna  and  a  further  publication  of  it  is  proposed. 
As  to  the  printers  publishing  it  if  ihev  had  thoucbl 
it  worth  ineir  notice,  il  would  have  oeen  done  De- 
fore  this  lime;  and,  not  having  been  done^  Con- 
gress ought  to  make  tbe  publication,  since  it  is  cleat 
tbat  tbe  amendments  are  not  sufficiently  known. 
Tbe  instance  mentioned  the  other  day  by  a  mem- 
ber from  Maryland,  of  a  gentleman  who  was  ca- 
pable of  making  an  oration  at  a  public  meeting', 
not  knowing  anything  of  the  amendments  to  the 
Constitution,  was  a  strong  proof  that  they  aie  not 
generally  known.  This  did  not  happen  on  the 
other  side  the  mountains,  but  in  as  thick  a  settled 
part  of  the  country  as  any  in  the  United  States; 
and  as  it  had  been  stated  that  50,000  copies  of  the 
Constitution  complete  might  be  printed  for  less 
than  a  thousand  dollars,  there  could  be  no  reasoc- 
able  objection  to  its  being  done.  He  thought  this 
publication  fat  more  necessary  than  the  extra  pub- 
lication of  despatches,  ordered  at  the  last  session. 
Mr.  J.  WiLLiAUB  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
it  would  be  much  better  to  have  this  subject  refer- 
red as  proposed,  than  that  a  question  should  be 
taken  upon  the  reiolulion.  By  the  law,  which 
had  been  read,  it  appeared  that  an  extra  edition  of 
the  laws  of  the  present  Congress  would  have  to 
be  printed,  aod  the  Constitution  could  be  added  to 
it    He  should  not  have  said  a  word  on  this  sub- 

f'ect,  but  from  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman 
rom  Tennessee.  That  gentleman  said,  "if  we 
mean  to  support  our  liberty,  Constitution,  and 
Government,  it  is  necessary  to  support  this  resolu- 
tion." Mr.  W.  wished  to  know  from  that  gentle- 
man, whether,  if  the  House  agreed  to  this  resolu- 
tion or  not,  they  could  not  support  these?  Suchsen- 
timents,  thrown  out  in  debate,  said  be,  serve  only 
to  create  warmth,  and  answer  no  sood  purpose 
whatever.  He  wished  all  tbe  acts  of^Government 
to  hare  the  greatest  publicity  ;  but,  when  called 
upon  to  print  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  aDjr- 
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chiag  to  answer  ceriaia  purposes,  those  purposes 
DOgbl  also  lo  be  considered.  Had  it  oot  been  for 
(wo  Kls  of  last  session,  he  did  not  suppose  the 
House  would  have  beard  of  tbis  motion,  or  of  the 
arguments  used  in  sojiport  of  it.  If  the  resolution 
ms  referred,  this  difficulty  would  be  remored,  and 
the  question  would  be  considered  on  a  future  day 
with  coolness  and  candor. 

The  qoealioa  for  a  reference  of  the  resolution 
10  a  select  committee,  was  put  and  carried — 38 
to  33. 

Mr.  W.  C1.AIB0BKS  wished  this  cominiltee  to 
be  farther  instructed  to  inquire  how  far  the  law 
for  the  prom ulgmlion  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  had  been  carried  into  ezecutiou,  and  whe- 
iber  any,  and  what,  further  provisions  are  neces- 
sirj  oDthia  subject]  The  laws  passed  at  the  last 
Kssioa,  he  said,  had  not  yet  been  forwarded  to  the 
Kreral  States,  though  several  of  the  Legislatures 
weie  in  seaaioD  ;  nor  did  he  believe  the  members 
of  ibis  House  had  got  copies  of  ll)em.  He  knew 
be  had  not. 

Mr.  GooBKicH  wished  the  resolution  to  em- 
t»ace  loother  object.  At  present,  the  laws  of  the 
Utiited  Slates  are  inserted,  by  order  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  five  newspapers  in  the  Union. 
Tiu]  he  did  not  think  sufficient.  He  supposed, 
when  this  was  ordered,  it  was  expected  that  other 

Sper*  would  copy  the  laws  without  beinK  P&i<l 
'  their  insertion  ;  but  thii  has  not  been  found  to 
be  sufficiently  the  case,  and  it  is  necessary  the 
provisioD  should  be  extended. 

The  Speaker  said  the  present  resolution  would 
comprehead  this  object. 

Tbdbsdat,  December  20. 
BANKRUPT  BILL. 

Mr.  Sewall  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  for  establishing  an  uniform  system  of  bank- 
mptcy  throughout  the  United  States. 

The  Hoose  went  into  Committee,  Mr.  Dent  in 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  HiRTLBY  moved  to  dispense  with  the  first 
teadins,asitwasa  lengthy  bill;  and  bAide.besaid, 
KreraTmembers  were  opposed  to  the  passing  any 
bill  for  establishing  a  general  system  on  that  sub- 

Sit;  he  thought  it  would  save  much  time  of  the 
OQM  if  those  who  were  opposed  to  it  would 
at  once  come  forward  and  move  to  strike  out 
the  first  lectioQ,  and  then  it  would  speedily  be 
determiiked  whether  sach  a  bill  was  to  pass  or 

Mr.  Orts  thoughttheprovisionsof  the  bill  were 
(icellent,  and  it  would  be  more  proper  that  the 
hill  should  be  read,  ai  he  declared  he  had  not  ma- 
tured it. 

Mr.  Habtlbt  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the 
bill  was  read  through.    It  contained  59  sections. 

Mr.  Nicaoi.AB  said  this  bill  had  been  before 
CoDeress  a  number  of  years,  hot  he  believed  it 
TooTd  generally  be  agreed  that  it  had  not  been 
Krionsly  enteral  upon.  From  its  complexity,  it 
could  not  be  sapposed  to  be  understood  so  soon  as 
liken  up.  He  (nought  it  was  absolutely  necessa- 
ry, before  gentlemen  could  be  prepared  to  give 
5lh  Cob.— 79 


their  votes  on  its  numeroDa  provisions,  that  they 
consult  a  great  number  of  authorities,  nerhapt 
more  than  on  any  other  subject  which  could  come 
before  the  House ;  at  the  very  threshold  of  the 
business,  innumerable  English  auibors  must  be 
consulted ;  he  was  not  therefore,  ready  to  undet~ 
take  the  bill  at  present.  However,  he  would  en- 
gage that  he  would  not  make  any  opposition  tn  the 
progress  of  the  business,  if  the  committee  would 
agree  to  rise  for  the  present,  in  order  to  postpone 
it  till  Monday,  which  be  moved.  As  the  bill  con- 
templated so  great  a  change  in  the  system,  and 
embraced  such  a  multiplicity  of  objects,  a  few 
days  could  make  no  difterence,  and  ae  hoped  it 
would  be  granted. 

Mr.  Sewall  was  not  averse  to  agreeing  with 
the  gentleman's  desire;  be  agreed  with  him  that 
it  had  not  hitherto  had  that  serious  attention  paid 
to  it  which  it  demanded.  He  believed  the  act 
exceedingly  necessary,  and,  therefore,  if  he  ahoi^ld 
give  his  vote  for  a  po^itpooement,  be  would  not 
wish  it  to  be  supposed  that  he  did  it  with  a  view 
to  pass  it  over  as  neretofote. 

Mr.  Habpeb  said,  if  by  going  throueb  the  first 
section,  and  progressing  forward  with  the  bill, 
could  preclude  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  mak- 
ing any  amendments,  or  striking  out  any  part  of 
the  bill  he  was  averse  to,  he  should  think  the  poaV 
ponement  of  it  alic^ether  reasonable ;  but,  since 
making  i>ome  progress  eotild  not  have  thai  effect, 
he  coiud  see  no  reason  for  agreeing  with  (he  mo- 
tion. From  the  number  of  sections  the  bill  coo- 
iBined,  and  the  number  of  provisions  made  in  it^ 
it  might  readily  be  conceived  that  (wo  or  three 
days  would  be  taken  up  in  iis  discussion,  in  which 
time  ihegentleman  could  look  intoihe  "innumera- 
ble authorities"  he  spoke  of.  But  he  would  take 
upon  him  to  say  it  was  not  so ;  it  required  only  a 
reference  to  two  acts  of  Qteat  Britain,  which  are 
the  foundation  of  the  bankrupt  sys.tem  of  (bat  n»- 
as  it  now  stands.  No  doubt  but  he  is  well 
ainted  with  them ;  but  if  not  he  can  be  in 
three  or  four  hours  as  well  as  with  any  queEtion 
~  at  comes  before  him  in  his  professional  line. 

By  tho»e  kind  of  delays,  Mr.  H.  said,  one  time 
after  another,  and  on  various  grounds,  this  bill 
had  been  postponed.  A  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  had  said  there  was  no  necessity  for  print- 
ing, but  afler  it  bad  been  made  the  order  for  « 
certain  day.  it  was  found  necessary  to  print  it — 
that  delayeait  three  or  four  days;  and  yeslerdaf, 
just  as  it  was  going  to  be  called  up,  a  gentleman 
wbo  was  opposed  to  it.  at  1  o'clock,  moved  to  «d- 
1 ;  and  now  a  farther  delay  till  Monday  was 
asked,  in  order  that  the  mover  might  examine  a 
bill  which  had  been  before  the  House  five  or  six 
years  I  If  this  should  be  delayed  till  Monday,  who 
could  foresee  what  might  occur  to  force  it  ont, 
and  postpone  it  farther?  He  said  he  could  foresee 
that  those  repeated  delays  would  operate  to  en- 
danger the  bill  passing  at  all,  ibougQ  he  did  not 
mean  to  charge  any  gentleman  with  an  intention 
to  destroy  it.  He  wished  gentlemen  would  state 
their  objeclions  at  once  to  the  passing  of  this  bill, 
and  not  delay  it  day  after  day.  It  would  be  much 
belter  to   b^in  the  bill  to-day,  and  disctus  It* 
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provisioDs,  and  to-oiorraw  the  gentleman  may  be 
'more  acquainted  with  it,  and  his  ohject  would  be 
answered.  If  it  was  delayed  till  Monday,  the 
House  would  delay  thinking  of  it  till  ihen,tindno 
Bdraniaee  would  arise;  wneteas,  a  thing  heing 
constantly  kept  in  mind  would  have  a  tendency 
to  mature  it. 
Mr,  Hahtley  hoped  that,  if  it  was  postponid. 

fentlemen  would  liive  the  candor,  if  they  were 
pposed  to  the  bill,  at  that  time  to  move  to  strike 
out  the  first  section.  It  was  too  much  ibecastom 
of  the  House  to  ro  into  detail  on  a  bill,  and  con- 
kume  consideiabfe  lime-in  its  discussion,  without 
iaoy  settled  motion  being  made ;  socb,  be  said,  was 
the  case  with  the  militia  bill,  which  never  passed, 
ile  thought,  if  a  general  system  df  bankruptcy 
'Iras  expedient,  that  this  contained  as  good  provi- 
'libns  as  could  be. 

Mr.  S.  Shttb  thought  it  would  be  advisable  in 
the  HoDse  to  get  through  some  business  or  other. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  said  t^i  thib 
'blU  bad  been  before  the  House  several  years.  He 
bad  made  tbe  same  observation ;  it  had  been  serv- 
ed up  constantiv  almost  every  session,  acd  ascon- 
Uantly  passed  by  as  a  matter  of  no  consequence. 
"fie  thought,  if  it  was  intended  to  be  decided  on  iu 
^t  present  session,  the  House  could  spare  no  time 
'towards  it  better  than  now.  By  its  undergoing  a 
discussion  at  this  lime,  ^ntlemen  would  be  much 
better  acquainted  with  it  than  by  retiring  to  their 
chambers  to  read  it.  He  said  be  had  read  tbe  bill 
with  some  attention,  and,  from  its  general  appear- 
•  ance,  he  was  much  pleased  with  it.  He  could 
not  pledge  himself  to  vote  for  or  agamst  it ;  for, 
when  it  came  to  be  argued,  he  might  see  as  much 
'reason  (o  vote  aj^inst  it  as  he  at  present  did  in  its 
favor.  He  did  not  wish  those  delays  to  be  made, 
by  putting  off  business  from  day  to  day ;  he  did 
'not  know  what  kind  of  an  appearance  it  would 
liav'e  with  their  constituents. 

The  question  for  postponement  was  taken — 
ayes  33,  noes  37. 

'akin  the  lOlh  section  it  is  enacted,  that  in  case  a 
bankrupt  had  sold  any  of  his  properly,  the  assign- 
eei  were  empowered  to  demand  back  such  pro- 
'perty,  on  payment  of  the  purchase-money. 

Mr.  Otib  moved  to  strilie  out  that  part  of  the 
lection,  as  he  said  great  inconvenience  might 
Attend  a  bonajide  purchaser  returning  properly 
wbich  had  fairly  become  his  own,  and  particularly 
if  it  had  been  transferred  into  other  bands. 

Mr.  Harpeb  said  it  was  an  object  of  particular 
attention,  in  Great  Britain,  to  guard  against  frauds 
in  their  bankrupt  laws.  He  would  allow  that 
great  inconvenience  attended  the  return  of  pro- 
perty from  a  bonajide  purchaser,  but  the  difficulty 
of  discorering  tbe  various  means  which  were  con- 
stantly practised  by  fraudulent  persons  to  evade 
the  law  made  this  provision  necessary.  Though, 
in  an  abstract  view  of  the  subject,  it  did  not  seem 
reasonable  that  they  should  be  deprived  of  pri>- 
'nerty  fairly  paid  for,  yet  in  practice  it  had  been 
fonnd  necessary.  After  all  that  is  or  can  be  done, 
*itis  too  general  a  complaint  that  bankrapt  laws 
Hre  made  use  of  to  evade  the  payment  of  debts. 
After  ill  proviiioDs,  it  is  impossible  to  discover 


how  many  doors  are  open  to  fraud.  This  provi- 
sion is  the  most  in&lltble  remedy  possible  to  dis- 
cover it ;  you  have  every  opporiunily  to  disecver 
the  truth  by  it.  If  the  possessor  has  fairly  pttt- 
chased  the  properiyj  he  has  nothing  to  do  but  skdw 
his  receipt,  and  he  is  paid  the  purchase-money  on 
returning  tne  property ;  and  thus,  having  his  own. 
!,„  :.  — .  :_; — J.  ),„,  jf  ,|jg  property  has  been 


object  of  judicial  and  legislative  inquiry  in  Eng' 
land  for  500  years,and,upon  experience,  was  foaod 
best  to  answer  the  purpose. 

Mr.  One  said  there  was  B' considerable  diffi- 
culty in  this  provision,  as  the  property  may  have 
been  bought  and  sold  several  limes,  and  thus  be- 
come scattered  abroad ;  so  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  reitim  it ;  and  yet,  a  purchaser  is  liable 
to  a  suit  from  the  BssigaeM,  and  ordered  by  a  jury 
to  return  the  articles.  Suppose  it  should  be  a  farm 
that  a  man  had  purchased,  and  made  considerable 
improvements  on  it;  the  asignees  would  compel 
the  purchaser  to  return  it,  and  It  would  be  out  of 
his  power  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  the  improve- 
ments be  bad  made.  We  ought  to  pay  great  re- 
spect to  the  experience  of  a  great  commericial 
country,  but  we  aught  also  to  avoid  the  error) 
which  ancient  practice  and  prejudice  might  have 
established. 

Mr.  Sewall  said  the  difficulty  intended  lo  be 
obviated  was  one  of  those  which  most  required 
attention,  because  a  reasonable  lenity  was  gen- 
erally taken  advantage  of,  mostly  by  a  debtor,  for 
his  own  benefit,  to  the  injury  of  his  creditors.  The 
disadvantage  to  purchase  was  not  so  great  under 
this  provision  as  was  imagined ;  for  if  tne  oroperiy 
was  purchased  at  a  fair  price,  it  would  not  oe  to  the 
benefit  of  the  creditors  to  have  it  back,  as  it  must 
afterwards  run  the  chance  of  arendue  before  the 
dividend  conid  be  made  ;  it  must  be  purchased  very 
low,  indeed,  to  make  it  worth  their  attention. 

But  another  part  of  the  law  so  provided  thai  it 
could  be  only  during  six  months  that  such  an 
advantage  could  be  taken  ;  so  that  the  inconveai- 
ences  could  not  be  very  great  in  that  time.  This 
law,  he  said,  was  vastly  more  moderate  than  in 
Great  Britain,  because  there  the  purchaser,  afle: 
a  certain  time,  loses  all  the  property. 

Mr.  Harfeh  enforced  bis  former  arguments  by 
saying,  that  in  the  course  of  his  experience  be  had 
witnessed  more  frands  respecting  bonafiie  »»l*s 
than  in  all  other  causes  put  together.  He  hoped 
the  gentleman  who  wished  to  suspend  this,  would 
inform  the  House  in  what  manner  those  difflculiiet 
could  be  removed,  but  by  the  provision  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  GoonaiCB  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote 
on  this  question.  The  difficulties  in  it  were  so 
great,  and  the  subject  so  delicate  and  important' 
that  be  would  move  a  postponement  of  the  para- 
graph, in  order  to  have  time  to  reflect  on  it,  and 
also  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  Otis  hoped  the  committee  would  not  rise- 
Rather  than  it  should,  on  that  account,  if  the  mem- 
ber would  withdraw  his  motion,  he  would  also 
withdraw  his,  for  the  present,  and  the  bill  mi^hi  go 
on.    He  proceeded  to  mention  the  incoDvenienea 
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of  the  dmnse,  wliich  he  pirticularizeil  in  certain 
articles  of  commerce,  (ai  sugar  or  cofier,)  which 
frequently  esperienced,  in  a  Stan  (iaw.  a  consider- 
able adraace ;  which,  if  a  purchaser  bad  boagbt 
low,  would  it  be  rigbi,  be  asked,  at  the  advance. 
i(v  the  aaaigBees  to  haTC  power  to  demand  iii 

when  p«rb«pi  it  hi  "  ' 

MBdsT    Certainly 

The  moiioiM  weie  twth  withdrawn,  and  the 
oommittae  fwoeeeded  with  the  bill. 

Serenl  Mciiooi  weie  poMponod,  and  a  namber 
of  bta^o  enaietinf  fines,  Ac.,  filled. 

Ht.  BsflLBSTOH  said,  if  gentlemen  wan  noi  pre- 
Mfcd  to  Tote.  who  had  Md  the  bill  before  them 
for  a  nnmber  of  years,  it  would  not  be  wondered 
if  mew  BMmbers  wne  nnprepared  also.  In  order, 
theiefbn,  to  ;tve  every  one  an  opportunity  to 
e—miae  the  subjeet,  be  moved  that  the  commit- 

TIm  eomoniuee  jow,  reported  prt^rcM,  and  ob- 
tumei  leave  to  *i(  agjin. 

MPBACHMENT  OF  WM.  BLOUNT. 

Mr.  Haiper,  from  tbe  managers  appointed  lo 
condnct  the  impeachment  against  William  Blount, 
reported  thai  the  slid  mSDagets  bad,  pursuant  to  a 
resolotion  of  this  Home,  attended  before  ihe  Sen- 
ate, to  request  that  a  further  da] 
for  proe^ding  with  rhii  buaini 
day  next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  was  assigned.  The 
report  further  slated  that  the  managers,  having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  conceived  that  i(  would  not  be 
consistent  with  propriety,  or  the  sotemnity  which 
ought  to  be  observed  on  this  occasion,  to  proceed 
to  ihe  trial  of  the  said  William  Blount  in  his  ab- 
sencej  and  tbai  having  failed  in  bis  appearance, 
the  managers  on  ihe  part  of  this  House  ought, 
-when  they  next  appear  before  the  Senate,  to  re- 
quest that  further  order  may  be  taken  to  comMl 
the  attendance  of  (he  said  William  Blount.  The 
managers,  therefore,  submitted  a  resolution  to  tbe 
House  for  adoption,  to  tbe  following  effect 


wna^MlUed  on  tha  fwt 
tbe  impeachment  agamsl 


of  thi*  HooM  for  Mmdaetiag 
Winisn  BlooBt,  be  inalracMd  to  requeat,  at  lluti  next 
aUeadanca  bafcra  the  Senate,  that  fluthn  order  naj  be 
t^m  to  oamp*!  Ihe  «ttendanee  of  tha  laid  Wilham 
Blount  at  the  W  of  the  Senate." 

Ht.  Tbkable  hoped  that  the  gentleman  who 
made  this  report  would  suffer  it  to  lie  till  to-ioor- 
row.  He  conceived  that  the  ouestion  whether  tbe 
Senate  otight  to  proceed  in  the  trial  of  William 
BlouBt  in  hu  absence,  is  &  question  which  oogbt 
(o  be  settled  by  themselves,  and  not  by  the  House 
of  Repreaeaiatives.  However,  as  this  was  an  en- 
tirely new  subject,  be  hoped  an  immediate  deci- 
sion upon  the  report  would  not  be  desired. 

On  the  question  for  taking  up  the  report  being 
put,  it  was  "negatived  without  a  diviaion. 
TBEASUBES'S  ACCOUNTS. 

The  SpiAKin  laid  before  tbe  House  a  letter 
fromtkeTrcaaorerof  the  United  Sictet  enoloaing 
his  specie  aceonU,  and  hia  account  witb  tbe  War' 
DefMutment — the  one  np  to  tbe  aid  of  June,  and 
the  oilMr  to  the  end  of  Norembar ;  which  were 
ofteMltobc 


ALTERATION  OF  STAMP  DUTIES. 

Mr.  S.  Smits,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  stamp  duty  im- 
posed upon  foreign  bills  of  exchange  and  bills  of 
lading,  by  an  act  laying  a  dutv  ou  stamped  vellum, 
parchment,  and  paper,  and  torther  to  amend  the 
|me;  which  was  committed  for  to-morrow. 

FaiDAr,  December  SI. 

Mr.  HoRBifl  proposed  lo  the  House  a  tesolutioa, 
3  the  following  effect : 
"SaotBid,  That  a 


hAaiiu  alli 


Tbe  resolotion  was  agreed  to. 

IHPEAGHlfENT  OF  WM.  BLOUNT. 
A  mesaege  was  received  from  the  Senate,  eom- 
manieating  to  the  House  certain  rules,  which  the 
Senate  think  fit  to  be  obeyed  in  tbe  trial  of  WiU 
liam  BlouDi,  impeached  by  the  Hou*e  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  hi^hcrimesandmisdemeanorsBgamst 
the  United  States.    They  are,  that, 

next  opening  of  tha  Coort  of  laapaachnMa^ 
Ihe  Freaidant  ahall  inqniia  whatbeT  th*  Muagara  have 
raaiiaal  lo  n)ak^  bafcra  (hsoMual  of  Ihe  dt''- 
alUdl«        '    - 


d  to  put  in 


>f« 


pot  in  hia. 

Bomiael  shall  ba  raquind 

to  iheaitidea  of  impa 

plia  duU  ke  laad  by  the  ttocietaqri 
by  faim  lo  tha  Howe  vt  Bapiaitnla 


"  Tha  PieadMt  Aall  than  infcm  (be  maoagwa  that 
Ihs  Senate  ia  raa^y  ki  hear  any  r^y  or  motion  whiA 
Ihaj  uv  >hink  ptepar  to  make. 

"  All  qneatioiis  araaof  in  the  eouae  of  the  trial  ahall 
ba  decided  with  doaaddooia.  Tba  dedainia  shall  ba  bj 
ayea  and  moa,  which  stuU  ba  entCTsd  npoa  tbe  JudidaiT 
Joomal.  When  Ota  qoaadon  is  decided,  the  doors  AM 
be  opened,  the  partiaa  called  in,  and  the  leaoit  made 
known  to  ihani  bj  Ihe  Freaidant 

"  WitoeaeaihaU  baawom  by  Aa  BecMary,  and  riiaU 
take  die  fadowinc  oath  ; 

•<  I,  A.  B.,  do  awaar  (at  affirm,  a*  tha  ewe  may  be) 
that  tiw  evidanee  I  will  grn  to  th^  conrt,  toodiing  Aa 
impaaduaoat  of  William  Bloom,  now  ban  OapmnMut, 
(hall  be  Ika  mtfh,  Iha  wbob  Imth,  and  nothinc  hot  tha 
Ovih— So  hrip  me  Ood. 


duar  taetimaayi   standing  in  Av 


_  _.'.  Harper  moved  to  postpone  the  onfioisbod 
boaineas  of  yeaterday,  in  order  to  take  np  the  re- 
port of  tbe  managers  of  ihia  House  for  eondueting 
the  impeachment  of  William  Blount,  beftHe  the 
Senate.  This  woald  appear  necessary,  when  gw- 
tlemen  recollect  that  the  Senate  bas  fixed  Monday 
next  for  the  managers  (oappearagaiaallhMr  bar, 
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as  the  managers  do  doI  Ibink  themaelTes  compe- 
tent to  take  what  they  ibink  oueht  to  be  the  next 
step  in  this  business,  uatil  they  have  received  the 
ioBtructioas  of  the  House. 

The  motioD  for  postponing  the  unGoished  busi- 
ness was  put  aud  carried. 

The  Tepori  of  the  mauagers  was  theii  read,  as 
follows : 

*'  That,  pajnutnt  to  the  reaolDtioa  of  thia  Hoiue,  of 
dM  eighteenth  iaitsnt,  the;  did  itteDd  before  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  and  lequeat  ■  fiuthei  day  fat  pre- 
paring  their  procoedings  io  the  eaid  imp&rhjuent  j  nhere- 
npon,  ■  funber  day  vrei  granted  till  Monday  next,  at 
twelve  o'docfc. 

"Tbat  the  manigei*,  having  cirefullj  coniidered  Ae 
■ntject,  are  of  opiniiHi  that  it  ie  neither  conaiitent  with 
the  lolemnity  which  oaght  to  attend  this  high  Conalitu- 
ttmiBl  proceeding,  nor  with  the  prindplea,  whidi,  ai  &t 
t>  they  have  been  able  to  diecover,  liave  invariably  ob- 
tained in  impeachnnnt^  and  all  other  tiiats  of  a  criminal 
nature,  to  proceed  to  trial  ageinat  the  deftndant,  in  thia 
eaac^  in  bia  aboeuce  :  aad  that  the  eaid  William  Bloun^ 
having  &iled  to  make  penoDal  appeannoe,  ai  hae  beat 
notified  to  the  Houae  by  the  above-mentioned  measage 
ftom  the  ijenate,  the  neit  itep,  on  the  part  of  thia  Honae, 
ODghl  tp  be  a  modon  before  the  Senate  that  fiuther  order 
be  takin  by  them  for  compelling  hii  peiaonal  appearance 
Jt  their  bar,  to  anmer  to  the  irticlea  of  impeachment 
eihilnted  againit\him  by  thia  Hoose. 

"The  numagera,  however,  do  riot  think  it  proper  for 
them  to  take  a  atep  involviog  ao  important  a  principle, 
withoQt  the  direction  of  the  Honae  ;  for  the  porpoae  of 
*oblatntng  iriuch,  Ibey  beg  leave  to  lubmit  t 
rideratioQ  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Sttobxd,  That  the  managers  appointed,  on  the  part 
of  this  Honae,  to  conduct  the  impeachment  against  Wil- 
Kern  Blount,  late  a  Senator  of  die  United  Btates,  be  in- 
atmcted  to  reqnea^  at  their  naTt  attendance  before  the 
Senate,  that  further  order  be  taken  for  compelling  the 
penonal  appearanee  of  the  said  William  Blount,  to  an- 
swer to  the  articles  of  impeachiiMint  exhibited  againat  him 
on  the  part  of  thii  House." 

Mr.  NiCHOLAB  hoped  this  resolution  would  not 
be  asreed  to.  It  was  very  diflereni  from  bis  ideas 
on  this  auhjeci.  It  was  requiring  a  step  to  be 
taken  which  might  altogether  defeat  the  prosecu- 
tion ;  for,  if  a  eapiag  was  issued,  Mr.  Blouot  might 
not  be  taken,  ana  the  agreeing  to  this  report  would 
affirm  the  priociple  that  no  further  proceeding 
could  be  had  uolil  he  appeared  ill  person  ;  and  if 
h«  is  taken,  the  Senate  can  do  nd  more  than  they 
can  qowdo.  In  his  opioian,  this  kind  of  proceed- 
ing would  be  the  reverse  of  dignified,  by  requir- 
ing a  thing  to  be  done,  as  essential,  which  is  per- 
fectly immaterial,  but  which,  if  it  fails,  may  put 
the  whole  business  to  hazard.  The  dignity  of  a 
mvceeding  of  this  kind  depends  upon  its  certainty. 
The  managers  state,  as  their  reason  for  this  appli- 
cation, tbat  all  other  impeachments  and  criminal 
prosecutions  require  a  persons!  appearance  ;  and, 
in  order  to  this,  said  Mr.  N.,  they  require  a  person 
to  be  in  custody  in  order  tosecure  the  due  execution 
of  the  law;  but  whcreit  is  not  necessary  tosecure 
the  person  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  judg- 
ment of  a  court,  the  appearance  of  the  person  is 
not  essential.  As  it  was  uDneceuary,  therefore, 
to  issue  a  capiat,  he  would  not  do  it,  but  immedi- 


ately proceed  to  trial,  if  the  Senate  are  ready  to 
try  the  cause 
Mr.  SEWALLsaid,  the  managers  of  the  impeach- 
submitted  it  as  their  opinion  to  the  House, 
almost  unanimously,  that  it  would  be  proper  to 

Suest  the  Senate  to  take  further  order  for  com- 
ling  the  attendance  of  William  Blount,  to  an- 
swer 10  the  charges  brought  against  him,  a>,  in  all 
cases  of  impeachment  and  criminal  proceedings, 
personal  appearance  is  necessary  before  a  trial  can 
take  place.  It  viay  be  argued  tbat^  in  some  cases 
'■  ipeachment,itwoold  be  expedient  to  dispense 
a  strict  adherence  to  this  rule,  as  it  mtgnt,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  suggested,  pre- 
vent judgment  from  being  obtained  Bgainst  the 
party  impeached.  But,  then,  some  substitute  ought 

be  provided ;  and  still  the  question  recurs,  that 

it  be  an  established  principle  of  law  that  no  crim- 
inal shall  be  tried,  except  he  be  present  in  person, 
ihall  this  principle  be  dispensed  with  at  the  will  al 
1  court?  He  believed  not.  He  did  not  see  how 
:be  Senate  could  proceed  in  this  trial,  as  there 
is  nothing  in  our  laws  to  direct  them ;  and  they 
could  not  certainly  go  on  to  trial  in  defiance  of 
established  rules  of  common  law,  or  proceed 
to  judgment  without  a  trial.  Is  it  not,  then,  said 
Mr.  S.,  becoming  the  dignity  of  this  Hoa,<e  to  make, 
-''"ist,  an  application  to  the  Senate,  requesting 
they  will  take  further  order  to  compel  the 
attendance  of  Mr.  Blount  1 

When  the  House  first  instituted  this  impeach- 
ment, they  requested  [be  Senate  would  take  order 
for  the  personal  appearance  of  Mr.  Blount.  They 
have  summoned  him  to  appear,  and  given  him 
personal  notice  of  the  charges  exhibited  against 
him,  but  he  has  not  appeared  ;  and  if,  in  this  case, 
the  House  departs  from  the  established  rule  of  law, 
without  substituting  a  rule  in  place  of  it,  in  soiDe 
faiure  case  the  Senate  may  deem  less  than  a  per- 
sonal notice  sufficient  in  similar  coses,  which  might 
prove  extremely  injurious  to  the  party  accused. 

Let  us  not,  said  Mr.  S.,  consider  this  question 
merely  as  it  has  reference  to  William  Blount,  but 
as  relating  to  all  future  cases  of  this  kind.  It  can- 
not be  doubted  the  present  Senate  are  disposed  to 
do  justice ;  but,  at  some  future  day,  there  mav  be 
a  Senate  which,  availing  itself  of  abad  precedeat, 
may  injure  and  oppress  citizens  who  may  be  so 
unfortunate  as  to  come  within  their  power.  We 
ought,  therefore,  said  he,  by  a  statute,  which  shall 
be  Known  to  the  people,  to  declare  what  shall  be 
the  consequence  of  a  neglect  and  contempt  of  the 
summons  of  a  court  in  such  a  case.  He  must,  fae 
said,  consider  William  Blouot  as  guilty  of  a  con- 
tempt of  court^  in  failing  to  appear  nefore  the  Sen- 
ate ;  and  if  he  is  to  sofier  no  inconvenience  on  this 
account,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  any  ftiiure  snna- 
mons  will  be  better  obeyed  ;  for,  if  a  person  im- 
peached shall  be  sufierea  to  enjoy  all  the  advan- 
tages, by  an  appearance  of  counsel  only,  that  he 
would  nave  ii  he  appeared  in  person,  every  im- 
peached person  will  nereafier  avoid  the  inconre- 
nience  and  suffering  of  being  personally  present 
at  his  trial,  and  all  cases  of  impeachment  will  be 
managed  oy  attorneys,  and  of  course  be  much 
diminished  in  their  consequencea,  and  become  a 
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meiefiatx  or  pla^,  to  be  acted  before  the  pnblic. 
But  he  had  saiil  It  wai  aa  eitHblishei]  principle, 
thai  in  all  impeachments  and  criminal  cases,  the 

Eirty  accused  ought  to  be  present  at  his  trial.  He 
ad  not  the  books  by  him  to  prove  ihis;  but  Blaek- 
abme,  and  all  [be  other  Englbh  aulborilie«,  con- 
firm this  position.  Id  England,  indeed,  they  havr 
a  process  of  outlawry  which  does  not  exist  wiih 
as;  but  iu  do  case  do  the  courts  proceed  to  trial 
when  the  parly  does  not  appear. 

It  is  objected,  however,  by  the  geutlemaa  from 
VirKinia,  that  ifthe  mode  recommeoded  be  pur- 
sued, it  will  tend  to  defeat  the  prosecution.  In 
saying  this,  he  anticipates  what  may  be  the  views 
irfthis  House  and  of  the  Senate.  The  Senate  may 
refuse  to  grant  the  request  proposed  to  be  made  to 
them.  They  may  ny  the  trial  shall  proceed..  Hut 
the  Senate  may  do  lometbing  else  ;  they  may  not 
israe  a  capiat,  hut  nay  pass  a  law,  saying  what 
shall  be  the  process  in  similar  cases  in  future.  Or, 
if  the  Senate  does  not  originate  such  ■  law,  it  may 
be  originated  in  this  House.  He  could  wish  a 
Uw  passed,  declaring  that  if  a  person  impeacbed 
does  not  appear,  when  duly  summoned,  tne  facts 
suted  against  him  shall  be  taken  as  true,  and  the 
court  shall  proceed  to  judgment,  admitting  couu- 
sel  loaigueonly  points  of  law.  The  consequences 
of  a  contempt  of  court  being  thus  known,  every 
innoceni  man  will  cheerfully  attend  a  summons; 
but  if  a  contrary  coarse  is  pursued,  the  dread  of 
impeachment  will  be  greatly  lesselied,  and  it  wilt 
grow  into  disrepute. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  endeavored 
to  do  away  the  common-law  principle,  by  suppos- 
ing the  preference  of  the  party  as  only  necessary 
to  insure  an  ezeculiou  of  judgment.  Mr.  S.  pre- 
sumed this  was  not  the  reason.  He  would  men- 
tion some  circumstances  to  show  that  it  was  not. 
In  common  law,  where  a  man  is  charged  with  a 
crime,  he  alone  is  concious  of  the  crime,  and  he 
ooghi,  therefore  to  be  present.  The  court  should 
at  all  times  see  nim,  that  they  may  know  that  they 
are  not  trying  a  man  who  may  not  be  in  existence. 
In  the  case  of  a  penou  standing  mule  upon  his 
trial,  he  is  called  upon  to  answer  ;  and  if  he  refu- 
ses, he  would  ask  wnether  any  court  could  proceed 
to  judgment  ortrial?  Theycould  not.  Yelbeisas 
liable  to  the  pemiltiesof  thelawasif  heplead;  but 
because  he  does  not  plead,  no  trial  can  take  place. 

Mr.  8.  concluded,  by  saying  he  hoped  the  sub- 
ject would  be  coolly  considered — that  he  had  no 
partictilar  reference  in  what  he  had  said  to  the 
It  cast,  but  he  had  an  eye  to  all  future  simi- 


Mr.  Otib  said,  the  respect  which  be  entertained 
for  the  members  of  ihe  committee  of  managers  led 
him  to  express  an  opinion  different  from  theirs 
with  some  degree  of  diffidence ;  but,  from  the  short 
view  which  He  had  taken  of  the  subject,  he  be- 
lieved the  Dianagers  had  propounded  a  question 
which  it  is  not  proper  for  this  House  to  decide ;  for, 
said  he,  being  prosecutors  for  public  justice,  it  is 
oar  duty  to  present  ourselves  before  the  Senate,  and 
tbt^e  to  insist  upon  our  piosecutiou.  If  onr  cause 
should  be  overruled,  we  must  anbuxit ;  hut  it  is  not 
for  IU  to  siail  difficoltiea. 


Mr.  O.  said  he  did  not  know  what  had  been  the 
rule  observed  in  similar  eases  in  England ;  he  hod 
not  had  leisure  to  examine ;  nor  diif  he  think  wo 
ought  to  be  bound  by  British  precedents  in  a  caae 
of  this  kind.  It  ii,  said  he,  a  new  case,  and  be 
saw  no  difficulty  in  determining  to  prosecute  this 
man  to  conviction,  and  in  obtaining  for  him  the 
punishment  which  he  deserves.  There  is  some 
nnalogy  between  this  process  and  a  process  (well 
known  in  common  law)  against  a  man's  property, 
distinct  from  his  person.  Every  one  knows  that 
such  a  prosecution  is  a  prosecution  of  forfeiture. 
For  instance,  we  libel  a  vessel,  and  notice  is  given 
to  all  the  parties  to  defend.  If  they  do  not  appear, 
judgment  and  execution  are  obtained.  The  pre- 
sent process  is  against  the  office  of  William  Blount ; 
it  has  nothing  to  do  with  his  person  ;  he  is  after- 
wards liable  to  a  prosecntion  at  common  law  for 
any  crime  which  ne  may  have  committed.  And 
is  It  for  us  to  atari  difficulties  on  the  threshold  at 


they 

Mr.  O.,  requires  that  this  man  should  be  re- 
moved from  office,  and  rendered  incapable  of  hold- 
ing any  place  under  the  Government  in  future; 
but  if  ihe  course  proposed  by  the  managers  is  lakBn, 
he  may  be  elected  to  office  again,  before  judgment 
can  be  obtained  against  him. 

It  had  been  said,  by  his  colleague,  that  a  law 
ought  to  be  passed  on  the  subject;  but,  if  ihiswaa' 
done,  a  question  might  arise  wbether  it  w&s  not 
retrospective  as  to  the  present  case ;  and  he  saw 
no  necessity  for  providing  for  any  future  cose.  It 
is  OUT  duty,  said  he,  to  be  ready  to  appear  before 
the  Senate,  and  insist  upon  a  trial.  Ifj  indeed,  on 
hearing  counsel,  the  Senate  shall  determine  they 
cannot  proceed  to  judgment  without  the  personu 
appearance  of  the  accused,  we  must  submit ;  but  I 
see  no  propriety  in  our  taking  that  side  of  th« 
question.         * 

'  y[r.  Dana  said  the  Senate  had  doubtless  a  right 
to  summon  the  party  accused  to  attend  before 
them.  They  hare  a  right  to  issue  process  for 
the  attendance  of  witnesses )  and  if  the  part]r 
chooses  to  appear,  be  has  a  right  to  require  pro* 
cess  for  his  witnesses,  and  they  may  be  excused, 
from  ail  other  service ;  bilt  when  the  party  aeeused 
does  not  choose  to  appear,  shall  he  oe  eotnpelled 
to  appear  1  For  what  purpose  shall  he.  be  com- 
pelled to  appear  1  Whether  an  offence  is  com- 
mitted against  the  public,  or  a  man  is  guilty  of  a 
civil  injury,  it  is  easy  to  decide  what  is  the  legal 
inference  arising  from  the  truth  of  the  fact  It 
would  be  iDle  in  courts  of  justice  to  proceed  in  triala 
where  judgment  cannot  be  effectual  (  and,  ther^ 
fore,  in  criminal  (Mosecutions  the  security  of  the 
person  is,aecessary,  and  is  always  enforced.  Lai 
gentlemen  who  say  that  a  person,  in  a  case  like 
the  present,  should  be  reqaired  to  appear,  aoswer, 
if  a  sentence  can  neither  affect  a  man's  person  nor 
his  property,  why  he  should  aweat  in  oeraonl  I£ 
a  man  were  liable  to  be  punisned  wiln  imprison- 
ment, fine,  <x  ransom,  his  person  ovf^  to  be  s» 
because  court*  will  have  •eenriti'. 


It  IB  luch  eaaes  penoa*  ftre 


will  nvTO  ■Bcuiity, 

either  impriKmed. 
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oi  held  by  effieieol  bail ;  and  when  bail  is  rerused, 
il  is  where  il  does  not  afford  a  sufficient  security. 


iwe  one,  if  the  parly  were  required  lo  appear  It 
wonld  be  to  say,  that  the  moment  the  person  ac- 
cused, and  in  custody,  is  found  guilty,  that  momeot 
be  sWl  be  at  liberty  ;  but  in  all  the  previous 
■tages  of  the  proseeutioD,  he  shall  be  a  close  pris- 
oner.  If  such  a  man  Wished,  therefore,  for  his 
liberty,  he  must  wish  to  be  found  guilty  as  soon 
as  possible.  la  it  possible,  then,  said  Mr.  D.,  that 
ihi*  eootd  be  a  propter  coarse  to  be  pursued  1  that 
it  can  be  right  to  bring  a  man  thus  charged  before 
the  court,  tuat  he  may  be  found  guilty,  in  order 
that  he  may  afterwards  smile  at  the  impotencv  of 
its  veogeaaee?  The  Constilutioii,  continued  Mr. 
D.j  fau  proceeded  on  a  different  principle.  The 
process  in  cases  of  impeaehmeai,  in  this  country, 
H  distinct  from  either  civil  or  criminal — it  is  a 
political  proecES,  having  in  Tiew  the  preservation 
•f  the  Gorernment  of  the  Union.  Impeachments 
under  the  British  Government  are  wholly  differ- 
ent from  impeachmeats  carried  on  under  this  Qor- 
enment.  The  CoDstitodou  proceeds  on  the  high 
aulhnity  of  public  opinion  and  of  the  high  value 
of  re^tation  to  every  man  who  is  a  candidate  for 
public  office,  and  tlut  the  declaration  of  public 
reprobation,  expressed  by  the  Constitutional  organ, 
1*  one  of  the  severest  punishments.  It  considers 
'that  the  punishment  of  Hoe  and  imprisonment  may 
\e  endured,  but  that  public  abhwrence  h  not  to 
be  borne. 

The  punishment  la  this  ease,  therefore,  is  wholly 
ft  declantion  of  public  opinion,  not  only  that  the 
person  receiving  it  has  pfoved  himself  uoworthy 
c4  his  present  officej  but  that  there  is  such  a  base~ 
Mas  attached  to  his  chanicler  as  to  render  him 
unfit  for  any  office  in  future.  Taking  the  matter 
np  in  ibis  view,  the  propriety  of  not  considering 
the  offence  as  criminal  will  deafly  appear,  Wwe 
the  offence  to  be  considered  as  a  crime,  merely, 
the  judgment  of  the  court  should  involve  the 
whole  puniihment;  whereas,  it  has  no  connexion 
with  punishment  or  crime,  as,  whether  a  person 
tried  under  an  imprachmeni  be  found  guilty  or  ac- 
qoitted,  he  is  still  liable  to  a  prosecution  at  com- 
mon law.  This  process,  therefore,  is  perfectly  tui 
gmeriM — equally  unknown  to  the  British  Oovern- 
naent  or  to  this  country. 

Upon  this  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  D.  said  his 
opinion  was,  that  the  House  ought  to  instruct  the 
aunagers.  but  in  a  way  directly  opposite  lo  that 
proposed  ny  the  resolutitm  under  consideration. 

Mr.  H&RPGR  allowed  it  would  be  very  difficult 
to  answer  the  challenge  thrown  out  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut,  to  produce  an  instance  in 
vhich  a  man,  tried  for  an  offence,  the  puniehment 
fo*'  which  does  not  extend  to  bis  person  or  pro- 
perty, is  required  to  appear  in  person ;  for,  before 
the  preteot  Constitcilion,  no  such  case  existed ; 
and,  at  present,  there  is  none  such  but  what  is  con- 
tained in  the  Constitution.  But  every  punishment 
nader  the  e<niimon  law  affects  either  a  man's  per- 
son or  property,  as  they  are  the  only  punishments 
to  be  bad.    AomittiBg,  tbcrafore,  that  no  tacit  case 


can  be  found,  neither  in  this  country  nor  in  thit 
from  which  we  have  drawn  the  principles  oTonr 
jurisprudence,  where  no  punishment  like  the  one 
contemplated  in  our  Constitution  was  ever  imi- 

S'ned,  the  argument  has  no  weight.  Mr.  M.  draied 
e  principle  upon  which  this  personal  appearance 
is  required.  It  had  been  the  practice,  from  the 
earliest  records  of  our  jurisprudence  to  the  present 
time,  that  a  man  shall  never  be  tried  in  his  absence 
for  a  criminal  offence.  Oentlemen  say  the  reisoa 
of  this  is  that  he  mav  be  ready  to  receive  jiidt 
mem.  If  so,  it  would  oe  foolish,  becatm  the  couk 
might  direct  the  person  of  a  criminal  to  be  brought 
belore  them  to  receive  sentence,  as  well  ai  they 
could  do  it  before  his  trial.  What,  then,  said  he, 
is  the  reason?  Ask  the  yreat  sages  of  the  Eop 
lish  law,  and  they  will  give  an  answer  v^y  dif- 
ferent from  his  teamed  friends.  They  wiD  say 
that  it  is  because  a  man  ought  always  to  be  face 
to  face  with  his  judges  and  accusers;  diat  no 
witness  ought  to  De  heard  aeainst  a  man,  or  hit 
life  or  property  put  in  jeopardy,  without  his  per- 
sonal presence  ;  and  so  sacred  is  the  principle  held, 
that  B  man  is  not  permitted  to  depart  from  it.  Thtl 
is  not  a  solitary  instance  in  which  personal  conve- 
nience is  sttcriUced  to  natural  convenience ;  this  » 
frequently  the  case,  in  order  to  make  sure  the  bar- 
riers which  OTotect  individual  securitjr.  It  is  m 
this  respect  that  onr  jorispradence  is  chiefly  distin- 
guished from  t^e  inquisitorial  praceedings  of  for- 
mer limes,  where  a  man  might  be  found  guilty  « 
the  highest  cr lines  without  Knowing  who  were  otf 
accusers,  witnesses,  or  judges.  It  is  bythissacred 
maxim  that  no  man  can  be  put  in  jeopardy  viih- 
out  being  confronted  by  his  accusers.  And  shaU 
we,  said  he.  depart  from  this  principle?  Why 
shall  we  do  this  ?  Because  the  judgment  lo  be 
awarded  in  this  case  does  not  eiiend  to  person  or 
property  1  Is  the  judgment  less  than  if  it  affected 
person  or  property  7  Oentlemen  will  not  sar  «■ 
They  will  say  that  a  man's  reputation  is  the  aesr- 
est  possession  which  he  can  enjoy ;  and  certain  he 
was,  that  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  in  opini^ 
to  him  on  this  subject  would  sooner  be  deprived 
of  their  property  or  personal  liberty  than  lose  thflf 
fame  and  reputation.  It  was,  in  nis  opinion,  the 
highest  punishment  that  could  be  inflicted  up>m 
a  man  of^wonh.  An  abandoned  profligate,  indeed, 
who  holds  reputation  for  nothing,  and  who  con- 
ceives he  is  free  if  he  has  the  liberty  of  roaming 
at  Large,  will  not  thus  consider  this  punisbinent ; 
but  a  virtuous  citizen  will  consider  it  in  the  light 
in  which  he  had  presented  it,  as  it  places  an  indeli- 
ble mark  of  infamy  upon  a  man.  which  separates 
him  from  the  rest  ofhisfellow-citizens^anupliices 
an  insurmountable  barrier  between  him  and  f& 
that  is  lair  in  character.  Yet,  gentlemen  say  this 
is  not  a  criminal  proceeding!  Yet,  surely,  if  the 
punishment  il  greater  for  this  offence  than  it  is  for 
any  other,  the  proceeding  must  be  considered  as 


Mr.  H.  said,  it  might  be  very  convenient  for  a 
tnan  to  stay  away  from  the  court  which  tries  hitn. 
He  could  conceive  instances  in  which  it  would  be 
convenient  for  a  man  to  pay  a  fine  which  should 
be  imposed  upon  him,  rather  than  appear  in  court 
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Bat  may  it  not  be  cooceiTcd  ibat  cases  may  arise 
Id  whicQ  it  would  b«  the  greatest  hardsbip  to  Iry 
1  miin  in  bis  absence  1  And  yet  said  Mi.  H.,  if 
ibis  barrier  is  once  broken  down,  now  shall  we  be 
ible  to  saf,  '^Ttiiu  far  (ball  the  departuie  go,  and 
no  farther."  Wecaoooc.  The  greatest  abuses  may 

In  this  instBace,,we  tie  told,  the  process  was 
first  left  with  the  wife  of  Mr.  Blount  Suppose 
the  thine  1>^  ended  here,  could  we  haTe  said  the 
man  baa  had  ttctual  notice  7  He  would  hart  had 
legal  notice,,  but  it  could  not  have  been  said  that 
he  had  icceiTed  actual  notice ;  but,  notwithatand>- 
iog,  the  trial  inig^ht  have  been  proceeded  with.  In 
ihis  instaoce,  it  is  true,  that  ibe  accused  had  per- 
sonal notice,  but  the  messenger  might  hive  re- 
turned after  he  had  left  the  process  at  his  bouse, 
10  that  a  man  mi^ht  be  Cried  without  knowing  of 
his  trial ;  and  the  step  from  this  proceeding  to 
that,  would  not  be  so  great  as  this  is  from  the  es- 
tablished practice  of  oar  courts.  It  is  an  old 
adage,  saia  Mr.  Q.,  that  first  steps  are  most  diffi- 
cult. If  this  is  taken,  the  succeediog  ones  would 
readily  follow,  which  would  render  our  proceed- 
ings, u  sach  cases,  the  most  ioquisitoiiai  and  ly- 
rannicaL  I  hope,Uierefore,saidMr.  H., theHouse 
will  adhere  to  the  landmarks  of  our  ancestors,- and 
not,  by  this  new-fangled  doctrine,  aet  up  our  own 
waTCring,  deceitful  reasonings,  in  their  stead, 
throwing  down  the  strong  barriers  which  have  been 
set  up  aroand  the  safety  of  individuals,  and  the 
administration  of  strict  justice.  It  is  tightj  con- 
tinned  he,  to  adhere  to  the  maxims  of  experience, 
though  we  may  not  always  see  the  reason  upon_ 
which  they  are  founded  ;  as  counsel  argue  in  court 
aninst  a  precedent,  on  the  ground  that  the  reason 
^  the  thing  has  ceased  to  exist ;  ihe  couit  inTaii- 
ably  aay, "  no,  we  do  not  know  this,  nor  the  conte- 
qaeoce  of  departiag  from  established  precedent ; 
we  choose  to  walk  in  the  paths  of  experience, 
which  we  know  to  he  safe,  and  not  in  new  courses, 
which,*  for  aught  we  know,  may  lead  to  destruc- 
tion."  If^  saio  be,  we  depart  from  the  maxims  of 
experieitce,  we  subject  ourselTes  to  the  dominion 
of  our  passions — to  rerenge  on  one  side,  or  to  fa- 
Toritiimon  theother,«ndaur  reasonings  will  lead 
US  this  way  or  that,  according  to  our  enmity  or 
a&ection  towards  the  party  accused.  It  b  true,  on 
one  day  the  decision  may  be  in  our  favor,  but  it 
may  be  against  us  on  the  aextj  and  thotigh  our 
favorite  be  screened  to-day,  he  may  to-morrow, 
when  the  popular  opinion,  which  is  ever  varying, 
shall  have  enanged,  be  oTerwhelmed,  by  this  de- 
parture 4Tom  established  principle. 

Let  OS  not  said  he,  be  gaverned  by  these  new 
t^g^inj.*  which  have  ovcrsprend  and  created  so 
much  mischief  in  some  parts  of  the  world.  It  had 
been  the  same  kind  of  disrejcard  for  experience, 
and  contempt  for  old  etIabluhmentSj  whicb  han 
produced  so  much  confusioa  and  misery,  which 
we  wish  to  keep  from  our  couqIe^.  He  hoped 
the  most  minute  part  of  this  mischief  would  not 
ie  sofieied  to  enter  in  among  us. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  spoken  of 
the  dignity  of  this  proceeding,  as  if  the  report  had 
thus  spoken.    It,  indeed,  spoke  of  the  solemnity  of 


the  proceeding,  but  said  nothiog  about  its  dig- 


alliance  with  sense;  it  is  pretty  enough,  and  max 
serve  to  amuse  us,  but  never  serves  to  enlighten, 
the  subject  on  which  it  is  used.  If  a  man,  who  is, 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  ten  pounds,  cannot  be  trie^ 
cannot  plead,  except  in  person,  now  much, mocf 
is  this  necessary,  in  a  case  where  all  the  people  o( 
the  United  States  are  prosecutors,  where  the  Sea. 
ate  axe  the  judges,  and  when  a  Senator,  a  person 
of  the  third  rank  in  our  Governmeni,  is  the  V^J 
accused  1  In  such  a  case,  the  greatest  powiUe 
solemnity  ought  to  be  observed.  Ought  the  fv)>-. 
lie  to  be  suffered  to  see  the  foolish  spectacle  olthf 
House  of  Representatives  going  up  to  the  Senata 
from  day  to  day^to  try  a  man  who  is  laughing  at 
them  in  the  Slate  of  Tennessee,  or  the  District  of 
Maine  1  This  sort  of  ridicule  ought  not  to  b« 
thrown  upon  this  trial.  Does  not  every  one  knoq 
that  one  part  of  the  solemnity  of  such  a  trial  conr, 
sisis  in  the  personal  presence  of  the  accused  ;  uj 
him  in  his  absence  and  you  take  off  three-fourths 
of  lis  solemnity  from  the  mind  ofthe  public.  And. 
it  was  certainly  tiie  great  design  of  this  trial,  tp 
produce  a  strong  eSect  upon  th^  public  mind  b]| 
making  an  example  of  this  person  accused,  by  % 
public  trial  and  degradation  ;  and  he  believed  it 
would  be  rendered  infinitely  less  so,  if  the  persoBr. 
al  appearauce  of  Mr.  Blount  be  dispensed  wiil^ 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  House  would  reflect  be- 
fore they  adopt  an  opinion  which  would  go  to  the 
entire  demolition  of  the  most  valuable  of  our  pr*T-. 
ileges,  the  sacred  barrier  of  our  persons  and  propr 
erty  against  the  encroachments  of  power,  and  thf 
best  means  of  preventing  future  malversations  Af 

Mr.  Otib  said,  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina had,  with  his  usual  eloquence,  entertained  ihs 
House;  but,  however  ably  be  might  have  dis- 
cussed one  of  the  points  in  dispute,  he  had  alto- 
gether eluded  the  other.  Admittmg,  for  the  sake 
of  argument,  all  that  he  iusisu  on  trut  yet  anothei 
important  point  remains,  viz  :  wbetner  it  be  in- 
cumbent on  this  House  to  decide  the  question,  or 
leave  it  to  the  decision  of  the  Senate  ;  and  upon 
this  his  friend  bad  not  thought  proper  to  bestow 
a  single  word.  If  it  were  t^iraltle  to  avoid  th< 
influence  of  passion  on  this  question,  it  would  b« 
expedieot  to  avoid  the  question  altogether,  and 
leave  it  to  the  ilecision  of  those  who  may  be  so^ 
posed  to  be  less  under  its  influence.    And  if  this 

Jueslion  came  to  be  tried  before  the  Senate,  h« 
ad  not  a  doubt,  though  his  friend  from  South 
Carolina  thought  it  bis  duty  to  advocate  the  no- 
cessity  of  the  personal  appearance'of  Mr.  Blounl^ 
the  same  sense  of  duty  would  then  induce  bim  to 
take  the  cootrary  side  of  the  question. 

The  geotlemaa  from  South  Carolina  had  said, 
that  the  fame  and  reputatioa  of  an  individual  ia 
more  dear  to  him  than  hia  liberty  or  his  life^  fron  ' 
which  he  infers  that  the  common  law  haTiDg  so 
scrupulously  guarded  individuals  from  trial  ia 
their  absence,  m  this  case,  also,  trial  ought  not  lo 
be  had  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  BlouoL    Howevec 
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de*r  fame  nod  repotatioD  may  be  lo  the  gentlei 
from  South  Carolin[L,and  he  knew  they  were  very 
dear  to  him,  the  law  does  not  consider  the  mHlter 
in  the  same  light.  The  loss  of  reputacton  is  not 
looked  upoD,  in  the  eye  of  the  kw,  in  the  same 
view  witn  Ihe  loss  of  life  or  of  limh,  nor  provided 
with  the  same  severity  of  puoishmeat.  In  Eng' 
land,  if  a  man  does  not  appear,  a  process  of  out- 
lawry dod  fine  is  issued.  Informer  times,  it  was 
lawful  for  any  man  to  kill  persons  of  this  descrip- 
tion. Modern  times  have  humanely  done  away 
the  latter  provision  ;  but  the  outlawry  and  fine  is 
f«t  in  existence. 

When  a  man  is  indicted,  (he  ohject  of  the  law 
ia  to  rescue  society  from  the  pernicious  effects  of 
his  crime,  in  ihe  way  which  common  law  points 
oat.  Persons  are  not  to  be  tried  in  their  absence, 
as  a  trial  in  their  absence  would  be  injurious  lo 
them,  coDsiderme  that  they  are  generally  poor 
persons,  and  unable  to  fee  counsel  in  their  ab- 
sence, and  that,  therefore,  the  hand  of  power 
might  gripe  aud  destroy  them.  But  impeach- 
ments are  prosecuted  in  order  to  purify  the  Nation- 
al Councilsj  and  to  prevent  them  from  being  con- 
tsminaied  in  fuciA'e  by  the  re-election  of  men  of 
in&moQS  character.  But  if  the  mode  now  pro- 
posed be  taken,  the  provision  might  be  eluded,  by 
the  re-election  of  the  accused  person,  before  judg- 
ment could  be  obtained  against  him.  The  irentle- 
man  from  South  Carolina  says,  that  if  Mr.  Blount 
does  not  appear,  the  effect  intended  to  be  produced 
upon  the  public  mind  will  be  lost;  but  if  he  should 
he  again  elected  to  office  bv  the  proposed  delay, 
what  will  be  the  effect  produced  on  the  minds  of 
the  people,  and  upon  his  judges  ?  Let  us  not  suf- 
fer this  State  criminal,  or  any  other,  to  escape 
from  any  neediest  attention  to  form  ;  let  us  pre- 
MDI  ourselves  before  the  Senate  as  the  prosecut- 
ors, and  leave  them  to  decide  a  question  which 
properly  belongs  to  (hem. 

Mr.  QoBOON  said,  it  seems  to  have  been  the 
principal  idea  of  gentlemen,  by  their  observations, 
to  direct  what  mode  the  Senate  should  pursue  in 
the  triaL  and  not  what  previous  steps  should  be 
taken  toward  proceeding  with  the  trial.  It  is  to 
direct  the  managers  whether  ibey  should  take  fur- 
ther steps  on  the  trial.  Itcanno!  be  certain  that, 
when  we  make  the  application,  the  Senate  will 
see  proper  to  proceed  agreeably  to  our  request. 
The  situation  of  the  case  standi'  thus:  The  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Slates,  by  their  Constitutional 
organs,  accuse  Mr.  Blount  of  certain  crimes ;  they 
have  requested  that  certain  steps  should  be  taken 
in  order  to  bring  him  to  answer ;  the  Senate  have 
complied  with  the  request,  and  have  notified  the 
person,  of  which  they  have  informed  this  House, 
and  that  he  has 'failed  to  make  his  appearance. 
What  is  the  next  step  to  he  taken  1  Is  it  not  riefat 
that  this  House,  as  prosecutor,  should  come  Iot- 
ward  and  take  further  steps  to  procure  his  appear- 
ance, in  ordet  (bat  the  man  should  appear  and 
process  be  had  1  When  this  process  is  followed, 
what  is  the  next  proceeding?  In  an  application 
to  common  law,  ifa  person  is  dul^  summoned  and 
he  does  not  appear  lo  answer  the  indictment,  does 
ibeeDnrt  proceed  with  the  triall  I  presumenot. 


I  see  a  peculiar  propriety  in  this  House  inslmel- 
ing  their  managers  to  go  forward  as  ptosecnion, 
and  that  they  appeal  lo  the  Senate  to  compel  ap- 
pearance on  the  part  of  the  respondent  i  to  go  for 
ward  and  direct  that  bod^  in  what  manner  id  pro- 
ceed ;  it  is  the  duty  of  this  House  so  to  do  by  thar 
resolution.  This  case  is  somewhat  analogous  to 
a  criminal  prosecution ;  and,  if  it  is  so  ccn.-'idered, 
then  there  can  be  no  doubion  tbesteptobe  tikenj 
in  that  case  the  personal  appearance  cannot  be  dis- 
pensed with.  But  it  is  denied  ihal  it  is  so ;  if  so, 
consequently,  we  must  pursue  a  different  course. 
But,  whatis  a  criminal  prosecution?  Itisachsne 
exhibited  by  the  Government  against  a  person  for 
violating  the  peace,  welfare,  and  dignity  of  ihf 
community ;  all  laws  are  made  for  securing  that 
peace,  welfare,  and  dignity  lo  the  community,  ud 
the  offender  is  tried  by  them.  Flow,  is  not  this  a 
charge  of  that  nature?  The  charge  is  for'high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  and  the  Senate  as  tne 
judges  are  to  jud^e  on  the  degree  of  crime  and 
punishmeni  in  tne  case.  Here  is  every  part 
which  constitutes  a  criminal  trial.  The  accused, 
the  accusers,  and  the  court— and  all  competenl. 
We,  therefore,  maintain  this  position,  tnit  it 
must  be  taken  entirely  in  the  view  of  a  ciril  pro- 
It  is  said,  thai  because  the  judgment  does  not 
act  in  personam,  because  it  does  not  punish  the 
man,  ii  is  not  a  criminal  process;  now,  admittiog 
Ihe  idea  that  no  other  judgment  should  be  render- 
ed that  should  affect  tlie  estate  of  the  person  bnl 
a  disqualification  from  office,  would  it  not  lie  a 
punishment  to  be  removed  from  office,  and  dis- 
qualified from  holding  any  1  If  this  was  iheoaly 
punishment  for  any  offence,  according  to  that  doc- 
triue,  there  would  be  no  criminal  code  in  ike 
United  Stales.  It  is  well  known  that  a  person 
holdino;  an  office,  during  good  behavionr,  bas  t 
freehold  in  it ;  it  is  a  freehold  estate.  Should  it, 
then,  be  said  that  a  forfeiture  of  this  is  not  a  pon- 
ishraentl    It  certainly  is. 

Several  objections  havebeen  made tothe  report, 
and  most  of  them  resolves  itself  in  this,  that  ii  in* 
volves  inconveniences.  It  has  been  also  said 
that,  if  this  mode  is  pursued  in  the  impeachment, 
its  object  would  beentirely  frustrated,  and  no ju^K' 
ment  could  be  given  on  it.  These  objections,  M 
thought,  were  made  without  due  consideration,  ii 
the  present  law  was  insufficient  to  compel  a  pa- 
sonal  appearance,  it  did  noi  follow  from  (bat,  ibai 
no  law  could  be  made,  adequate  to  the  purpose- 
When  the  Judiciary  law  was  passed,  if  it  haa  not- 
provided  marshals,  &c.,  for  executing  it,  there 
might  have  been  the  same  argument  used ;  bat  no 
man  would  argue,  for  instance,  if  a  person  was 
tried  for  his  life  and  convicted,  and  there  had  been 
no  law  to  execute  sentence,  that  the  court  had 
not  power  to  order  some  person  to  carry  that  sen- 
tence into  execution;  the  same  would  apply  «> 
the  present  case.  The  deficiency  could  be  mads 
op  by  a  law,  which  would  answer  the  end.  It 
had  been  said  that  it  was  not  necessary,  in  civil 
law,  for  a  person  to  appear ;  but  the  case  was  dif- 
ferent. The  process  in  civil  law  was  only  against 
property,  and  not  against  the  person ;  but  there 
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wu  Douiilory  io  the  cases,  as  tbi^^d  not  affect 
lh«  propefir,  out  theiodividuil.  ^Bid  been  said 
lital,  in  criminal  law,  bail  was  D<!^pdiaiUed,  but 
in  Ibis  case  bail  had  been.  It  is  true,  that  bail  is 
ijlowed  in  misdemeaaors.  but  it  is  only  for  ap- 
pnnnce.and  tbe  court  cannot  proceed  Io  jud;;- 
mentwitDoot  tbe  persoD  is  present.  The  iawcon- 
ndcTs  that,  in  that  case,  bail  is  sofficienl  lo  oblige 
him  to  leapond  to  the  judgmeat  the  court  may 
ereotmllT  enter,  but,  IT  tbe  part;  is  not  there, 
they  do  not  pronounce  judgment ;  they  resort  lo 
hii  btil  10  get  saiisraction. 

Bat  [he  gentleman  from  Connecticut  has  told 
a  tbit  the  CoiutitutioD  of  the  United  States  pro- 
ceeds from  a  different  principle  than  any  law ;  that 
this  respects  disqualiG cation  from  office,  which  is 
the  highest  punishment  that  can  be  inflicted ;  and 
ytl^he  nys,  an  offence  that  shall  merit  the  his-h- 
Mt  poDishment  that  can  be,  is  not  criminal,  hut 
onir  ciril.  What  strange  doctrine  is  this  !  Crim- 
iiKllav,  he  says,  'is  to  rescue  a  communitr  from 
the  pernicious  eflects  of  a  man's  crimes.  And,  is 
Lot  this  to  rescue  the  United  States  from  the  per- 
uicioos  effects  of  snch  crimes  as  are  charged  in 
the  axt  It  has  a  great  similarity  with  assault 
and  battery,  aud  yet  it  must  not  be  termed  crim- 

Again;  we  are  told  that  if  we  So  not  proceed 
imnied lately,  if  we  delay  the  matter  agreeably  lo 
ihe  resohilion,  the  person  may  be  eventually  dis- 
chi^ed.  Let  ns  not  be  so  much  for  Ihe  severity 
of  paiice  as  to  do  away  the  principle  of  the  law. 
Such  1  doctrine  as  ibis  would  lead  lo  ibis  infer- 
ence, and  it  may  as  well  be  said  in  the  ca.ie  of  a 
man  imprisoned  under  a  charge  of  murder,  this 
HUD  may  elude  the  law,  it  may  be  dangerous  to 
wiii  for  ■  trial,  let  us  hang  him  at  once.  It  will 
be  mm  advisable  to  go  on  in  the  regular 
my,  and  if,  in  the  event,  it  should  die  away, 
we  shoald  avoid  what  is,  in  my  mind,  mucn 
worse,  and  be  at  least  right  in  the  view  of  juris- 
pudence.  Upon  these  ideas,  he  ihpugbt  there 
WIS  snfficient  ground  for  the  present  application, 
ud  particularly  if  Ihe  case  can  be  considered  in 
the  new  of  crimiDal. 

Sir,  Bs  the  process  now  seems  going  on,  I  will 
tnppose  the  case  of  a  person  appearing  by  his  at- 
tnniey.  It  is  a  principle  regularly  established  by 
conrts  of  law,  that  a  confession  regularly  made  by 
an  itiaTaey,  in  his  absence,  should  bind  iiim  to  aU 
iDlentiaad  purposes  the  same  as  though  made  by 
himself;  mdj  where  answer  is  made,  it  doei  not 
include  him  m  that  snit,'  but  in  any  other  to  which 
they  may  relate.  Now,  let  me  suppose  that  there 
was  an  individual  arraigned  before  the  bar  of  the 
Senate  for  high  treason;  thai  this  individual 
wished  to  appear  by  his  attorney,  and  is  heard  by 
uiomey,  (wuich  I  shall  take  for  granted  ;)  the 
inomey  comes  in  and  confesses  that  he  is  guilty 
of  the  crime.  I  ask,  whether  the  confession  would 
101  be  taken  as  conclusive  evideoce  ?  On  ihe 
piincipleof  common  law  it  would  be,  if  I  know 
anythiBg  of  the  operation  of  confession.  If  this 
is  the  consequence  of  confession  by  attorney,  it 
niDst  strike  a  person  with  abhorrence!  That  the 
life  of  a  person  shoold  be  trusted  to  an  allomey 


Who  shall  say  whether  a  person  arraigned  for  so 
high  a  crime  is  guilty  or  noti 

Again;  suppose  an  attorney  should  undertake, 
whether  he  is  luthorized  or  not,  tu  appear  and 
plead  in  the  absence  of  a  person  indicted,  (and 
a  thing  is  possible.)  be  undertakes  lo  person- 
lim,  and  pleads  for  him,  as  heiseoiitled  todo; 
hiay  not  such  a  one  have  an  evil  design  in  that 
saseT  It  is  possible.  If,  therefore,  such  a  thing 
was  to  be  done  in  the  present  case,  can  there  be 
compensation  for  a  judgment  whicti  would  render 
this  person  infamoui  io  the  eyes  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens, and  remove  him  from  office  as  well  as  dis- 
qualify him  in  future  t    There  cannot  possibly. 

1  might  go  on  to  point  out  a  great  variety  of 
inconveniences  more,  which  might  attend  this 
n»leet,  but  shall  submit  those  1  have  mentioned. 
I  do  not  conceive  that  great  icconveuiencea  can 
arise  from  tbe  measure,  as  a  law  can  be  made  to 
secure  its  effects,  and  renjedy  evils  which  may 
otherwise  be  apprehended.  That  if,  after  he  is  in- 
formed of  its  contents,  he  does  not  appear,  it  shall 
be  taken  for  granted  the  facts  are  true,  and  judg- 
ment be  had  accordingly. 

But  theConstitution  of  the  United  States  speakt 
of  a  judgment  which  ihall  be  rendered  in  case  of 
conviction,  and  further  adverts  lo  coniman  law, 
hut  it  does  not  define  what  other  judgment  shall 
be  rendered  after  the  impeachment  is  closed,  '^ha 
Senate  have  their  limits  prescribed,  beyond  which 
they  cannot  go,  although  they  may  come  short} 
they  may  only  pass  cecsure'Dpon  a  person  im-' 
peached,  but  the  judgment  may  be  removable. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  aid  not  think  it  would  b« 
consistent  with  the  dignity  the  Legislature  ought 
to  observe  in  tbe  trial  of  a  citizen,  if  the  personal 
appearance,  was  dispensed  with,  and  therefore  he 
hoped  Ihe  resolution  would  be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Bdnond  said,  thai,  upon  reading  the  reso- 
lution, it  appeared  to  him  to  import  that  Ihe  pros- 
ecution could  not  proceed  unless  the  Senate  com- 
telled  the  man  to  make  his  personal  appearance. 
1  is  my  opinion  that  the  prosecntion  might  go  on 
whether  he  is  brought  into  court  or  not  1  do  not 
pretend  to  say  what  has  been  tbe  jurisprudence 
ofQreat  Britain,  because  it  appears  to  me  that 
very  little  analogy  can  exist  between  a  trial  be- 
fore the  Senate,  and  an  impeachment  in  England. 
In  order  to  discover  its  powers,  we  ought  to  in- 
quire how  this  court  is  constituted,  and  then 
what  are  the  crimes  or  offences  that  majr  be 
brought  before  this  court,  and  then  what  is  the 
mode  of  procedure  in  this  court,  and  see,  for  it  ia 
laid  down  in  the  Constitution,  a  direction  which 
is  obligatory  on  us.  The  Constitution  says,  that 
the  Senate  shall  have  the  sole  power  to  try  all  im- 
peachments, and  Ifaey  should  be  on  oath  before 
they  be  coDslitoted  into  that  court,  &e.  [Here 
he  read  the  direction  in  the  Constitution. J  The 
court  is  to  be  the  Senate ;  they  are  on  oath ;  the 
penalty  is,  removal  from  office;  at  the  same  time_ 
It  takes  care  to  point  out  that  this  conrt  shall  not' 
extend  to  affect  any  criminal  procedure  thai  ma^ 
be  had  against  the  party  for  the  same  offence ;  it 
has  carefully  drawn  a  line  here.  It  goes  on  In 
point  oat  the  objects  that  can  be  brought  befora 
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this  eouit — the  Prraident,  Vice  President,  and 
civil  officers ;  the  crimes  are,  for  treason,  bribery, 
and  other  high  crimes  and  misdeiDeaoors.  The 
mode  of  trial  appears  at  the  first  blu^h  lo  be  differ- 
ent from  all  other  courts,  as  no  jury  can  here  be 
allowedjbut  it  shall  have  no  relation  lo  any  criminal 

SrosecuiioD  on  (he  same  subject.  If,  as  the  gen- 
emanfrom South  Cajolinft  declares,  this atnouols. 
to  a  crioynai  case,  what  would  be  the  conse- 
quence? It  must  be  delerromed  a  criminal  case, 
01  it  must  not ;  if  lo,  it  has  attached  to  it  all  the 
xules  relevant  lo  a  criminal  court.  If  1  agree 
with  the  gentleman,  what  will  be  the  result?  It 
will  be  th^l  a,  second  prosecittion  ia  cotomoa  law 
ii  permitted  by  the  Constitution;  in  all  other  cases 
a  man  shall  not  be  put  in  jeopardy  twice  for  the 
same  crime ;  but  it  appears  clear  that  the  offences 
to  come  before  this  court  are  different  from  offences 
in  common  Law,  and  the  mode  different )  it  takes 
away  the  privilege  of  a  trial  b^  jury^  because  it 
i«  a  political  crime,  and' his  political  privileges  are 
tskai  awav  bv  disqualification,  &c.  And,  as  m  case 
of  a  trial  for  high  treaeon,  the  privilege  of  a  jury 
is  taken  away,  the  Constitution  wisely  ortlajns 
that  two  witnesses  shall  be  neceEsary  in  such  overt 
acts.  In  that  case  would  depositions  be  admitted  ? 
Would  not  they  compel  the  accused  to  look  the  ac- 
ouser  in  the  face  1 

But,  sir,  a  difficulty  may  occur  agreeably  to  the 
construction  of  the  gentleman,  which  would  not 
easily  be  surmounted;  suppose  the  President,  or 
■Vice  President,  or  cue  ol  our  Judges,  should  be 
guilty  of  treason,  and,  in  such  a  case,  no  doubt  he 
vouifd  flv  ;  sup^e  he  goes  to  aaotber  country; 
he  is  still  your  President ;  if  then  you  cannot  pro- 
ceed to  try  him  in  his  absence,  we  are  in  the  dis- 
Sreeable  situation  of  having  our  President  in  an- 
ler  country,  and  guilty  of  treason,  and  he  can- 
not be  brought  to  trial !  Is  this  facL  that  a  want 
of  power  in  our  Oovemmeht  shall  screen  the 
guiltjr  from  punishment  ?  It  is  true,  we  ought  lo 
give  every  privileg;e  the  nature  of  the  case  will 
admit,  to  a  person  impeached,  but  not  such  as  will 
defeat  the  law.  Was  this  to  be  law,  the  case 
Tould  be,  that  so  long  as  he  could  keep  himself 
from  being  taken,  he  would  be  safe ;  but,  from  the 
impropriety  and  attendant  difficulties  of  the  mo- 
liOQ,  fhope  it  wilt  not  pass. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  the  gentleman  last  up  endea- 
vored to  get  rid  of  the  difficulty  by  stating  the 
nature  of  the  court  by  which  the  impeachment 
was  to  be  tried  ;  that  it  arose  from  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  that  its  powers  were  defined,  or  limited. 
He  appeared  m  conceive  {hat  this  court  is  above 
■U  law  and  rule  of  proceeding  that  can  arise  in 
the  commuoity ;  that  there  is  no  law  by  which 
this  court  is  lo  regtitate  it*  proceedings,  and  ihey, 
having  the  sole  power  to  try,  have  no  rule,  but 
their  own  opinion,  lo  say  whether  the  party  is  be- 
fore them  or  not.  If  they  reallv  are  so  exalted  a 
body,  I  shall  not  be  sorry  if  tnis  impeachment 
&iL  but  I  shall  if  any  other  ever  does  occur.  For, 
if  the  judgment  of  this  court  can  go  to  the  de- 
struction of  fame  and, character,  it  will  be  in  a 
dangerous  Biioation;  this  seems  lobe  the  bent  of  the 
genueman's  arguments;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 


we  contend  with  submissioii,  that  this  difficulty 
is  carefully  ^Hded,  and  this  court  as  caJrefully 
establishea  o^Be  proceeding  of  common  law,  and 
that  it  ought  t^e  guided  Inconfoimiiy  to  that  rule 
as  established  in  tne  Uaiied  States.  If  they  do  not 
conform  to  the  common  law,  it  is  an  injury  to 
the  partv  accused,  because  I  do  not  know  any  way 
by  whicn  their  judgment  can  be  set  aside.  It  la 
for  this  reason  that  the  managers  wish  for  in- 
struction from  the  House ;  if  the  House  should 
think  fit  to  agree  with  the  motion,  it  will  so  far 
meet  (heir  wishes.  I  fed  very  anxious  that  the 
responsilHliiy  of  proceeding  should  not  rest  upon 
the  managers.  It  appears  now  that  the  Senate 
have  instituted  rules  for  the  proceeding  with  the 
trial,  which,  in  my  opioion,  are  contrary  to  com- 
mon law.  We  find  they  have  established  it  ac- 
cording to  the  rule  of  their  court,  that  not  tbe 
person  nimself  should  answer,  but  the  person  who 
comes  as  his,counsel  should  say  wheiaer  he  is  or 
is  not  guilty.  Is  there  any  court  of  law  thesarae 
in  this  respect?  What  may  be  the  conduct  of  his 
counsel  we  do  not  know. 

My  colleague  (Mr.  OTiB)has  been  very  aaxioaa 
to  prove  that  we  have  been  trying  before  a  wrong 
court;  he  eays  we  ought  to  wait  tne  objections  on 
bis  part  by  his  counsel.  That  gentleman  ought 
to  know  that  (he  oourl  is  bound  to  say  that  it  pro- 
ceeds according  to  courts  of  law.  What  may  be 
ibe  cooieq^uence  of  dispensing  with  his  presence  1 
The  counsel  for  William  Blount,  being  learned 
men  in  the  law,  may  take  advaikta^e  of  every 
proceeding  of  this  kind  ;  they  appeai  in  court  tat 
William  Blount ;  thejr  conceive  ne  is  not  guilty  ; 
but  if,  contrary  to  their  expectations,  facts  should 
be  proved  to  fix  his  guilt,  they  then  come  forward 
and  say,  our  client  is  not  here  in  person,  he  not  be^ 
ing  bete  in  person,  your  honors  say  he  is  guilty, 
we  move  an  arrest  of  judgment ;  we  forbid  any 
judgment  being  entered,  as.  agreeably  to  our  law, 
he  must  be  present.  But  tne  position  may  cotoe 
forward,  that  he  was  not  tried  in  the  common  way  ; 
were  I  one  of  that  counsel,  I  should  declare  that 
judgment  and  conviction  so  obtained  was  contra- 
ry to  the  common  law,  and,  therefore,  I  should  be 
iot  avoiding  it  by  any  action  that  I  could  ;  I  should 
conduct  myself  exactly  as  I  would  id  a  case  of  com- 
mon law. 

I  would  observe  again,  that  this  House  ought 
not  to  consider  themselves  as  prosecutors,  by  the 
rule  of  law,  or  without  the  rule  of  law.  We  come 
forward  for  the  whole  community;  why,  then, 
should  we  attempt  to  obtain  judgment  in  any 
a(her  way  than  we  would  if  it  was  before  any 
other  law  body  instead  of  the  Senate?  If  the  Sen- 
ate are  to  act  contrary  to  every  other  court,  thea 
the  gentlemen  are  right  in  their  opinion,  but  they 
cannot. 

The  gentleman  has  supposed  that  impeachment 
and  criminal  law  are  suoject  to  distmction,  be- 
cause the  Constitution  has.provided  that,  notwith- 
standing the  impeachment,' a  trial  at  common  law 
may  be  had;  he,  therefore, supposes  that  if  this  is 
criminal  (he  other  is  unnecessary.  I  understand 
then,  that  this  being  a  criminal  proceeding,  should 
not  be  a  bar  to  other  proceeiungs,  because  the 
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powers  of  this  coon  are  Unuted.  But  ibe  Seaste 
DDvhC  to  gorera  (hemseWet  by  ihe  rtilei  ud  pD- 
era!  principles  of  law  eatireiy  in  this  impeach- 


ment; th«y  liare  i 
law  in  tkis  respect,  i 


the  power  to  chaoge  the 
depart  from  the  law. 


But  if  llicT  arm  occasion,  with  the  eonsenl  of  this 
Hdum  and  the  Preiident,  a  Uw  might  be  made 
MiuUe  to  this  case. 

Mr.  N1CH01.AS  and  Mr.  Dana  opposing  this 
mode  of  getting  rid  of  the  question,  end  wubing 
for  the  sense  of  the  House  to  be  taken  upon  it, 
Mr.  O.  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  npoD  it. 

Aftef  Mr.  Dama  had  read  the  case  of  Robetl 
Tresyliiam  and  others,  tried  before  ihe  British 
HoDse  of  Lord*  in  the  year  1388.  in  snpport  of 
his  oMioa,  and  Mr.  Goanoii  declared  that  this 
case  h(^  since  that  time  been  highly  censured  by 
the  English  taw  writers,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken  on  the  report,  and  negallTed — 69  to  11,  as 

Tka>— Joha  Deniiia,  niiiiiiM  Bruia,  Chumcej 
Goodrich,  Williaiii  OordoDi  Robnt  Goodloe  Hirper, 
Jamai  H.  Iml^,  WObuD  Msttlww^  TbouM  Kw' 
John  Baed,  Bwancl  Bnrill,  and  Oeoige  Tbsteher, 

Naii — George  Basr,  jt,  AkilMiB  Baldwin,  DaTid 
Bud,  Bailey  Butlett,  Jooathsn  Bracc^  DaTid  Brooki, 


JcdiB  Cidptiia,  WillisJa  CrMk,  Bunnel  W.  Dula,  John 
DawMMi,  Gecive  Dent,  William  Gdmond,  Jonph  Eg- 
0eatiM,  LiieuGliiMDdorf;  William Findky,  Abiel Tos- 
tsr,  l>wi^  Foster,  Jonathin  Pnennn,  Atbert  Oallitin, 
Bemj  Gkn,  Awfaew  Qntg,  ftogm  Oriiwold,  John  A. 
Haniu,  Cwta  B  Huraon,  Thomas  HsMley,  Jomlfam 
N.  Ha*eni,  Jonph  Hosier,  William  Hin^an.  DarU 
HcfaMS,  HeaAiiSi  L.  Haoer,  Walts  Jddm,  Bamiul 
LyiaBB,  Jamea  Maehir,  Nathaaiel  Maosn,  Btaii  Me- 
ClMMcfaan,  Lawk  R.  Horrb,  Aathoay  New,  JiAa  Ni- 
tholw^  HaniaoB  O.  Otk,  iMae  Palkar,  JoaiBh  Paifcer, 
John  BntledBe,  jr.,  Ja«ea  Bchanmn,  WiHam  8liq». 
ard,  Tlumaa  SiniitAien,  Nattianial  Bnull^  Samtwl 
anith,  William  Awdi,  Kehaid  DoUa  8p«^  Pal(« 
Spngn^  Sichaid  Spii|g,  Bkhaid  8ttn£«d,  BtAsnl 
Th^iaa,  Mark  T^oMsoa,  Thomas  TilUnsha)^  Abf«n 
Trigs,  John  Trin  John  E.  Vsn  Alsn,  Philip  Vm 
Coetlaadt,  JoaefA  B.  Vanom,  Abrdiam  Venable,  Pele« 
Wadsworth,  Robert  Wahi,  and  John  WiUianM. 

The  report  having  been  Begatired, 

Ur.  BtwAu.  wished,  befon  the  Hoose  rose,  that 
ibey  would  agree  to  sorae  positive  instructions  to 
the  masagers  of  the  impeachmeuL  as  he  was  ao- 
wtUiug  thai  a  precedent  of  the  Kind  which  the 
Honse  seem  inclined  to  establish,  should  lie  upon 
the  nMnsgetsj  and  he  did  not  think  it  sufficient 
for  the  House  to  have  negatived  the  report  which 
had  been  made  to  them.  He  wished  to  have  an 
affirmadre  rote  on  the  part  of  the  House,  as  the 
foundation  of  their  proceedings.  He  could  hare 
wished  that  Ihe  motioB  kad  come  from  anothei 
qaarter ;  bat  as  it  had  not,  he  would  himself  more 
a  rewdDiion  to  the  following  effect : 

"Retebei,  Thai  the  m»ag<m  appoinled  on  Iha  part 
■r  dkia  Honas  Cor  oondneliag  the  impeaahmsnt  agatast 
Waiim  BiMml.  prooMd  in  Aa  noaecntka  <d  lbs  Mid 


isqwachmeDt,  altboogh  William  Blount  shonid  not  up- 
peai  In  penan  to  snswer  to  the  mow." 

Mr.  Vbmable  did  not  know  whether  there  was 
any  propriety  or  necessity  for  such  a  resolution ; 
but  if  it  were  to  be  passed,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
amended,  by  adding  to  it,  "  provided  the  Senate 
shall  think  proper  to  proceed  with  the  same,"  a* 
it  appeared  to  nim  a  question  most  proper  to  be 
determined  by  the  Senate,  exeept  a  law  were 
passed  on  the  subjeet 

Mr.  Sewall  bad  no  objeetioik  to  the  alteration. 

Mr.  Haktlby  bopod  this  resolution  would  not 
be  passed.  He  saw  no  necessity  for  it,  as  th« 
Senate  had  a  right  to  act  as  they  saw 'proper 
without  the  interferenoe  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Gallatin  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
message  recefVed  from  the  Senate  op  Tuesday 
last.  Trom  whiq|i,  he  said,  it  appeared,  that  the 
only  fact  before  the  House  is,  that  William  Blouat 
bad  not  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  Seoate,  in  pur< 
Buance  01  the  summons  which  bad  been  served 
upon  him ;  and  the  resolution  now  proposed,  if 
agreed  to,  would  express  an  opinion  that  the  trial 
must  be  proceeded  with,  though  Mr.  Blount  oev- 
ther  apM^r  by  himself  or  counsel.  Mr.  G.  said, 
though  ne  had  readily  voted  against  the  resolution 
whicQ  proposed  a  delay  of  Ibe  trial  u&iil  Ml. 
Blount  appear  in  person,  he  was  not  willing  to 
My  the  trial  thall  go  on  at  all  events.  Il  wonld 
be  establishing  a  dangerous  precedent  He  sup- 
posed the  managers  were  already  in  full  posses- 
sioD  of  tht!  opinion  of  the  House,  without  any  far- 
ther resolution  on  the  subject 

Mr.  Sewall  did  not  think  the  resolution  he  had 
proposed  was  liable  to  the  objeciioD  made  to  it, 
as  It  applies  to  no  other  case  than  the  present; 
nor  does  it  contemplate  a  proceeding  in  the  trials, 
except  coudhI  appeared  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Blount. 
He  hoped,  tberj^fore,  it  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cbaik  said,  the  House  was  called  upon  to 
vote  upon  a  question — all  the  facts  relating  lo 
which  are  not  regularly  before  them,  though  they 
may  have  heard  ibem  incidentally.  He  thought 
it  improper  not  to  give  any  instructions  at  all,  but 
leave  the  Senate  lo  proceed  as  ihey  think  proper, 
without  establishing  any  precedent. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY  said,  if  the  resolution  does  not 
contain  all  the  facts  which  are  necessary,  he  hoped 
geotlemen  would  amend  it  to  as  to  be  satis&ctory, 
thai  the  managers  might  receive  insKnictions from 
like  House  how  to  proceed ;  for  he  could  not  con- 
cur in  the  opinion  which  had  been  expressed  that 
the  whole  of  the  proceedings  in  this  business 
should  be  Uh  to  the  Senate ;  for,  in  thus  giving 
up  their  opinions,  the  House  might  surrender  in 
an  indirect  manner  the  most  valuable  privilege* 
of  the  citjiens  of  the  Uuited  Staies,if  at  any  time 
a  Senate  shall  be  found  inclined  to  abuse  theii 

Kwers.  ThenuuMgersDQ  tbepattof  tbisHoosA 
t.  P.  said,  would  be  placed  in  apeenliarly  hard 
situation,  if  iha  House  should  refuse  to  instruct 
them  on  thit  subjeci,  as  the  whole  responsibility 
of  the  butincsa  would  lie  upon  tbem,  and  they 


their  intentions  are  different.    Who,  said  Ur.  P., 
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are  the  maDigers  of  Ibis  impeachment  7  Are  they 
not  the  organs  of  (bia  House  ;  and  for  the  House 
to  refuse  them  instructions  is  as  unreasonable  as 
if  an  iodividual  should  refuse  to  make  use  of  his 
head  to  direct  hia  hands  what  to  do.  Ills,  said 
he,  the  duty  of  themnnagers  to  apply  to  the  House 
for  iDslructions,  and  it  in  equally  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  give  them.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
Ksolution  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Otis  thought  it  would  he  proper  to  strike 
out  of  the  resolution  all  after  the  word  "  impeach- 
ment," if  it  was  passed  at  all ;  but  he  thought  it 
wholly  unnecessary,  as  the  House  had  authorized 
the  managers  to  asK  for  a  further  day  to  proceed 
with  the  business,  and  that  having  been  assigned, 
they  mj^ht  doubtless  attend  to  it  without  further 
insiTuctioDs. 

Mr.  Nicholas  saw  no  necessity  for  ■  motion 
like  the  nresent ;  but,  if  the  managers  wished  it 
he  should  have  no  objection  to  vole  for  a  resolu- 
tion directing  them  to  proceed  in  the  business.  As 
to  the  Senate  being  »overeiga  judges,  iind  that  if 
they  were  so  disposed,  might  ahuse  their  trust — if 
they  were  not  to  proceed  on  the  business  in  a 
manner  which  was  likely  to  do  justice,  the  House 
would  certainly  hare  no  hesitation  in  withdraw- 
ing the  prosecution. 

Mr.  Harper  fully  subscribed  to  the  doctrine  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  with  respect  to  their 
power  of  withdrawing  the  prosecution  ;  but  he 
considered  the  managers  merely  as  the  counsel  of 
the  House  j  they  have  declared  an  opinion,  which 
they  declined  acting  upon  until  they  received  the 
direction  of  the  House,  The  House  has  done  no- 
thing more  than  say  they  will  not  give  this  direc- 
tion. It  is  true  the  managers  might  infer  from 
this  what  is  the  opinion  of  the  House ;  but  it  is 
possible  that  in  coming  to  this  resolution,  the 
House  migbt  have  thought  the  managers  lo  very 
wise  as  not  to  need  any  instructions.  And,  in- 
deed, if  no  instructions  are  given  them,  he  saw 
nothing  to  prevent  the  managers  from  pursuing 
the  course  which  they  proposed  by  their  report. 
He  should  himself  be  for  taking  this  course.  He 
believed,  however,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  come  to  an  express  declaration  of  opinion  on 
this  subject;  and  it  was  not  only  their  duty,  but 
it  would  also  be  doinganact  of  favor  to  the  mana- 
gers, to  which  he  thought  tbeio  entitled. 

After  a  few  other  observations,  the  question 
was  put  on  this  resolution,  and  negatived — 37 


Monday,  December  S4. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Massa- 
chusetts ToMPHON  J.  Skinmeb;  from  Virginia, 
Hattsew  Cuay;  from  Kentucky,  Tbohab  T. 
Davis;  and  from  North  Carolina,  William  Bab- 
KT  Grove  and  Robert  Williams  ;  appeared  and 
look  their  seats  in  the  House.    . 

The  Speaeeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  a 
statement  of  the  expenses  of  Ghiremment  for  the 
present  year,  and  also  of  what  revenue  will  be 


requisile  for  the  ensuing  year.    Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

UNIFORM  MILITIA. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  said  that  there  was  a  sub- 
ject before  the  House  at  the  lait  session,  which 
was  not  finished,  and  which  he  ihougbi  it  expedi- 
ent to  bring  again  before  the  House.  He  alluded 
to  the  bill  proposing  a  new  regulation  of  the  mili- 
tia system.  1(  was  bis  opinion  that  the  common 
defence  of  our  country  ought  to  rest  upon  the  mili- 
tia, and  he  thought  tneir  present  derangement  a 
national  misfortune,  which  ought  to  be  removed 
Hs  soon  as  possible.  He  therefore  moved  for  ibe 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  report  wheihet 
any,  and,  if  any,  what,  amendments  are  in  their 
opinion,  necessary  in  the  act  for  esiablishiDs  a 
uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  States,  and 
that  they  be  authorized  to  report  by  bill  Olvother- 
wise.    Agreed  to. 

POST  OFFICER  LAW. 

Mr.  GsAiK  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  . 
]  consider  whether  any  and   what  al- 


Offices  and  Post  Roadit 

Mr.  Thatcber  thought  it  would  be  well  to  wail 
for  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  Qeneral  on  this 
subject,  which  might  be  expected  in  a  few  days, 


I  be  had  been  directed  at  the  last 


na>e 


a  report  early  in  the  present  session,  and  all  ihe 

petitions  on  this  subject  had  been  referred  lobim. 

Mr.  Chaik  thought  the  House  had  better  ap- 

Kinl  a  committee,  and  when  ihe  report  of  Ibe 
•simaster  Oeneral  came  in.  It  might  t>e  referred 
10  this  committee.  Agreed  to.  and  a  committee 
of  five  appointed. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said,  as  a  report  was  made  during 
the  last  session,  on  a  representation  and  remon- 
strance of  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  Georgia, 
which  was  not  then  acted  upon,  he  moved  to  have 
it  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Agreed 


Mr.  Otis  pro;>osed,  as  ihe  managers  of  the  im- 
peachment against  WiUiam  Blount  would  have 
to  attend  to  tbeir  duly  in  the  Senate,  at  12  o'clock, 
that  the  House  adjourn,  and  that,  to-morrow  being 
CbristDias  day,  they  adjourn  till  Wednesday. 
■tbeHou! 


«  adjourned. 


WBDnaaDAT,  December  26. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  Nathaniel  Free- 
man, Jr.,  from  Massachusetts,  and  James  A.  Bay- 
ard, from  Delaware,  appeared  and  took  their  seats 
in  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  conformity  to 
a  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  i.  Parker,  on  the 
I8ih  instant,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
USURPATION  OP  EXECUTIVE  AUTHORITY. 

Mr.  Obiswold  said  be  wished  to  lay  a  resolu- 
tion upon  the  table,  relative. to  a  subject  which,  in 
his  opinion,  deserves  consideration.  Its  object  is 
to  punish  a  crime  which  goes  to  the  destruction 
of  the  Executive  power  of  the  Go  vein  meat.    H« 
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arises  from  '  UadM  or  tancmenti,  or  idj  interfst  in  Ian 
D  the  D^go-  j  which  riult  bebona_fide  parchued  of  rach  bankrupt,  tar 
ditioDS  of  our  Eiecntire  wilb  foreign  Govers-  ■  valuable  conaideradoD,  bj  an;  penon  or  peraoni,  not 
meats.  As  every  geatleman  must  be  satisGed  of  aUn  to  inch  bankniptortahiiirifti,  afleranact  of  bank- 
iheimporttDceof  this  objeol.and  the  propriety  of  nipt<7  crawailted,  without  anj  notion  information,  or 
making  some  provision  with  respect  to  ix,  he  ««»"l»ig«i  of  any  act  of  bankruptcy  oonunittml  or  iif 
trusted  it  would  meet  with  do  oppositioD.  The  '«nd«dt  *»  *^  l»  1«"*dI  !<»  "J"  porchaaar,  or  for  tho 
resolnlion  was  in  the  following  words:  l  I*~w  orjfWOTsdaiinin«rachland.OTteDemontifiMiv 
„_,.—.  • .  1.  •  ]  ■  '^1  or  ondarMicbbtnkntpt,  tofiteaUliinequitTaBaiait 
■  ^f^^^'JTT!^  b^m^t^  ^  "1,T  '  *^  — 'P- or«wB«e«K fflheofflce of  thTdci of  tbo 
""^  '^5^"^*°7  *^  ■"?™^«  the  «*  ontitbd'An  Circuit  Coart  for  the  dirtifct  in  which  wd.  land  or  tM.- 
ntenti  lia,  and  upon  bii  making  it  appeal  to  &e  aatiafa^ 
tion  of  Mid  court  Ibat  be  hai  pud  a  valnaUa  conridera> 
tton  for  tnA  Undi  « (enementis  or  erected  or  made  any 
buildings  in-  improveiDeata  Iherem  prior  to  any  notkeb 
knotvledge,  m  infonnatioD,  of  an;  act  of  bankruptcy 
eommitt^  or  intended,  the  Bid  court  shall  aacArtun  thie 
amoont  of  the  itima  ttkiu  boita  fide  paid  by  inch  por- 
danr  or  claimint,  which  ■hall  be  reloaded  by  the  as- 
signee or  aaaigiieea,  within mch  time  ai  the  lald 

court  shall  oider,  or  otherwise  the  title  of  such  pnr- 
chaaer  or  claimant  shall  not  afterwardi  be  invalidated  or 
impeadied." 

After  submitting  these  amendmentt,  Mr.  O. 
moved  for  the  committee  to  rise,  in  order  o  nve 
time  for  them  to  be  considered  and  printed.  The 
motion  was  carried,  and  the  House  rose  accord- 
ingly. 


ciiiiHa  ^aiiMt  tba  Dnilad  States,'  so  &r  aa 
pMlaKes  of  the  said  act,  md  other  penatttea,  if  need  ba, 
ts  aO  petaona,  eilinna  of  the  United  States,  who  shall 
mrp  the  EiecntiTe  aothority  of  this  OoremmeDt,  bj 
g  or  carrying  on  any  correspondence  with  the 
:■  of  any  fcneign  Prince  or  State,  relalinf  to 
■  or  diipotes  which  do  or  shall  exist  betweco 
■ndl  I'rinee  or  State  and  the  United  Statea. " 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

UNIFORM  BANKRUPTCY. 

The  House  then  reaolred  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  providing  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  Uoited  States. 
which,  after  making  some  amendments  in  several 
of  the  sections,  with  scarcely  any  debate,  was  ! 
nhoUygone  through  by  sections;  after  which,       | 

Mr.  Oris  moved  to  strike  ont  of  the  tenth  sec-  i 
tioD,  which  provides  that 
purchase,  1      '      * 

C0Dsideraii„„. „, __,  ^.. —  „ _„„-.....,, „,.^  .  .  .  ,   „"  ■    ,   ,        ,■         ,       <-      ■ 

information   or   notice,  of  any  act  of  bankruplcy  •  *"•>  F«>ice.  and  her  dependencies,  they  are  pre- 
commirted,  such  purchase  shall  not  beinvTilidated  '  ""»«<'  from  taking  measures  to  recover  lar^  debts 
the  following  words  viz :  which  are  due  to  taem  from  those  conntries,  and 

'  prayine  for  such  alteration  to  be  made  therein 


FRENCH  DEBTa 
Hr.  Walk  prenented  a  petition  from  a  nimiber 


ich  provides  that  in  case  of  a  bonajide  Hr.  Waln  pre«nted  a  petition  from  a  number 
t,  made  from  a  bantnipt,  for  a  valuable'  i  of  merchanH  and  traders  of  Philadelphia,  com- 
aiion.  by  any  person  having  no  knowledge,  i  plaimng  that  by  the  act  prohibiting  our  mtwconrse 


W  impni^ed,  the  following 

"DDloea  majof  part,  in  vrine,  of  the  oediton^  at 
BMting  to  be  held  opoa  do*  noties,  dull  agCM  to  nftia 


coosidentioB,  which  he  Atil  mtkt  appear  that  he  paid 
w  gare  ddm  socb  pwebaeai  and,  in  fueh  raaa,  upon 
the  nfonding  or  tcodering  and)  conaideratian,  the  as- 
Bgnecs  ifaall  be  ontttled  to  the  property  add  as  aforesaid, 
kr  the  Die  of  the  creditors  ^ 
And  to  insert,  in  tli 
amendments ; 


',  the  follDwiog 


"Franded 

fiSt,  from  such       ...      ,  ,        .  „ 

nlasbje  coDaaderBtion,  t^  any  pcnon  having  no  know, 
ledn  nfonnatioii,  or  notice,  <^  any  act  of  bankinplcy 
comnutted  or  intasuMl,  shall  be  invalidated  or  impeadied 
a&ir  the  ponhaser  shall  have  bona  fide  sold  and  ahan- 
>ted  the  suae  without  inch  knowledge,  information,  or 

utic^  nor  unleas  the  asaignees  ehatl,   within  

monllu  aftar  the  allowance  of  the  eommianon.  anea  to 
nfnnd  cv  retom  to  the  purchaser  the 


b  he  shall  make  it  appear  that 
UpaidorgaTelbrBnchpnrclkaae;and,in  sucheaae,  upon 
the  leTnndlngoTtendetnigstKh  consideration,  OTSomnch 
i^emA  at  dull  be  etiuivalcnt  to  that  part  of  soch  pui- 
A^  M  lemained  in  the  paweidon  of  such  purchaser  at 
tlie  dma  of  nich  knowledge,  infonnation,  or  notice  the 
■Bgnecs  iliaU  be  ttititlad  to  theeatatepnnbaaed  asalbiv- 
Nid  from  the  said  faankrnpt,  or  to  such  remainder  there^ 
fct  the  nse  of  the  eteditora. 

"ProaUidako,  That  in  ease  the  aarigtMe  or  ss- 
■Cnassofany  bankivpt,  riwU  tnterapon  a^  stains  any 


as  shall  afford  them  relief. 

Mr.  Sewall  moved  that  this  petition  be  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  that  part 
of  the  President's  Speech  which  relates  to  the 
extending  and  invigorating  measures  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country. 

Mr.  Qallatin  thought  the  Comjnittee  of  Com- 
merce would  be  a  more  proper  reference. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
subject  of  defence,  had  already  had  this  law  un- 
der coDiiderBtioo,  conceiving  it  to  come  within 
the  province  of  their  appointment.  If  it  did  not, 
he  wished  the  House  wonl'd  *o  determine.    Thia 


the  best  measures  of  defence  adopted  at  .th^  last 
session,  and  when  extended  and  modified,  he  be- 
lieved it  would  prove  one  of  the  best  mea^urei 
of  defence  which  could  be  entered  into  at  the 
present  session. 

The  question  for  a  reference  to  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  (beine  a  standing  committee)  had 
the  preference ;  but  inis  motion  haviDE  been  negr 
lived — 46  to  31,  the  other  was  put  and  carried. 


IMPBACHMBNT  OF  WILLIAM  BLODPrT. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  the  High  Court  of  Im- 
peachment sat  on  Monday  on  the  trial  of  William 
Blount,  and  that  tua  Couowl  bad  &M  their  plea, 
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which  was  now  coDnnanicaied  by  the  Secretary 
of  (he  SeoEiie  to  this  House.  The  plea  is  io  the 
following  words : 

"  Ukitis  8mth  m.  W1U.11K  Bloditt. 
"Upon  IttHwdPUBnt  of  Ihe  Hob—  of  ReprcaeBI«ti«M 


IttHWdPUBn' 


State*,  of  high  o^mw  and 

'•In  SraiTi  or  TBB  UirirKii  Bt*t««,  Dec  84,  17B8. 
"  The  afomttul  WilUun  Blnuit,  MTJug  and  nagrr- 
iof  to  hinuelf  all  aioeptiww  to  tfa«  tmp«fectioiii  aod 
nncertuatj  of  the  «niGl«  of  in^waflimeDt,  bj  Jued 
IfigBnotl  and  A.  J.  Dallaa,  hii  attomeji,  comaa  and 
^e^idi  the  fiuoe  and  injury,  and  aaya,  that  he,  to  the 
aaid  aiticlM  of  uDpeuhment  praierrad  aninit  him  bjr 
Ifae  BoDU  of  Kepmenlatiia  of  the  United  BiUet, 
ought  not  to  be  connwlled  to  anawei,  becanw  he  aajs 
thA  the  eighth  utide  of  cerlaki  araeadmBnta  of  the 
Coiutitation  oi  the  United  Sutea,  having  t  '"   ' 

by  nine  Statei,  after  the  ■ame  wai,  in  a  C( 
inuiDcr,  pnqxiaed  to  the  coniideration  of  the  several 
Blalei  in  the  Union,  ia  of  equal  obligalitiD  irith  the 
original  Conititntian,  and  now  foiniB  ■  part  thereof, 
and  that  by  the  nme  article  it  is  declared  and  provided, 
that  'In  ill  ciiminal  proaecutions,  ttie  accnisd  shall 
enjoy  the  right  to  a  apeedj  and  pobUc  trial,  by  an  im- 
ptftul  jmy  of  the  State  and  diatriet  vrhereitt  die  crime 


i,  which  diatriet  ahall  have 
•e  informed 


ahalt  have  been  e 
•  been  pnTiooaly  ascertained  by  law,  and 
of  the  Datura  and  canae  of  the  accnaation, 
fronted  with  the  witneaaea  ^ainat  him,  to  have  com- 
-polaoiy  proeen  for  obtaining  viln«Mes  in  hit  &var, 
and  to  have  the  asnitance  of  oounasl  for  hii  dsfonce.' 

"  "niat  praceedinga  by  impeachment  are  provided  and 
immittad  by  the  Conilitntioa  of  the  United  Statea, 
en)y  on  clwrget  of  bribery,  -ticaaoo,  and  other  high 
Crimea  and  miademeanora,  alleged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted by  the  President,  Vice  President,  and  other  civil 
offieera  of  the  United  Statea,  ia  the  eiecation  of  their 
offic«  held  under  the  United  Statea,  as  appears  by  the 
iburth  aectjon  of  the  second  article,  and  by  the  seventh 
clause  of  tbe  third  section  of  the  first  article,  and  other 
artides,  and  clansee  contained  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  SUles. 

"  That  although  true  it  is,  that  he,  the  aaid  William 
Blount,  was  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  &om  the 
State  of  Teoncaaee,  at  Ae  aeveral  periods  in  the  said 
articles  of  impeachment  referiBd  to  ;  yet,  that  he,  the 
■aid  Wilbam,  is  not  nslu  a  SauHer,  and  is  not,  nor  vrea 
M  the  avveral  p«riodB,,eo  *■  aflmeaid  refitned  to,  an 
({^Ewr  of  the  United  Statea;  nor  is  ha,  the  said  WlHiui, 
In  and  by  the  eaid  articles,  charged  with  having  00m- 
nitlad  any  critoe  01  misdemeanor,  in  the  eiecutiaa  of 
vtj  crvi|  office  held  under  the  United  State*,  or  with 
•ny  maleonduet  in  dvil  office,  or  abuse  of  any  public 
tnut,  in  the  execution  thereof. 

"  That  Ibe  'Court*  of  Common  Law,  of  a  criminal 
jurisdiction,  of  the  States,  wherain  the  oflence*  in  the 
said  article*  recited  are  aaid  to  have  been  committed, 
aa  well  as  those  of  the  United  States,  are  compel«lt  to 
dte  c*gni)ance,  proaecution,  and  punishment,  of  the 
■aid  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  if  the  same  have  been 
perpetrated,  as  is  saggested  and  charged  by  the  said 
artidss, -whieti,  howwei,  be  utterly  deaieB.  All  which 
the  said  Willism  ia  ready  to  verify,  and  prays  judgment 
whether  this  High  Court  wilt  have  flirther  cognisance 
Of  this  suit,  and  of  Iha  said  impeaciimsnt,  and  whether 
be,  the  said  "Williani,  to  the  aaid  artielM  of  hnpeacb- 
aent,  ao  asalbtMud  proAired  by  (he  Honaeof  Bepr» 


JABED  INGERSOLI 
"  A.  1.  DALLAS." 

Mr.  BjlVahd,  moved  that  this  message  be  n- 
ferred  to  the  manaKets  for  condoctin^  the  iia- 
peachment  against  William  Biount,  with  direc- 
tions <o  proceed  therein  as  tber  shall  deem  ad- 
visable. 

Mr.  Dkmt  ihoQghttbe  inatruetiMi  naDeceflsarr ; 
but  Mr.  BavaBD  still  wuktng  the  inttraction  toM 
eivea,  tbe  quMiion  was  put  and  <inTied,tfaeie  be- 
ing 53  Toiee  for  it. 

STATE  fiALANCBS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  QallaTtk  the  Honse  went 
into  a  Committee  of  die  Whole  on  the  bill  re- 
:ipectitig  balances  due  from  certain  Slates,  which 
was  agreed  to  without  debate,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  teadiikg  to-morrow. 
CENSUS. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  on  the 
bill  for  enumerating  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States.     Mi.  Dent  in  the  Cbqir. 

One  schedule  of  the  bill  reported,  orders  a  de- 
siguation  of  the  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  to 
be  taken,  whicbMr.  GniewoLO  moved  tosirike  otil. 

Mr.  Habfeb  hoped  it  would  not,  as  it  was  a 
piece  cd'infoimation  which  might  prove  PXiremely 
useful,  perticalarl;  in  the  estimation  of  any  lai 
that  might  be  proposed  to  be  laid  ;  indeed  it  would 
be  absolutely  necessary  in  the  ascerlaioment  of  the 
amount  of  the  revenue  laws;  it  was  the  ground- 
work— the  basis  of  political  calculation,  on  which 
laws  must  be  founded.  Besides  it  would  give  the 
Mouse  informBlion  of  the  progress  of  manofac- 
lures  and  arts,  and  the  Government  might,  by  its 
fostering  care,  give  the  helping  hand  to  the  impo- 
tent manufacturer,  Ac  Tne  trouble  could  not  be 
much  in  making  this  inquiry ;  but  its  advantage 
be  very  great. 

■.Dayton  (the  Speaker)  hoped  the  schedule 
would  be  struck  out,  as  he  could  not  conceive  any 
necessity  there  could  be  in  it ;  it  would  cause 
much  unnecessary  trouble,  aad  indeed  be  very  un- 
certain. In  New  Jersey,  he  said  there  were  people 
who  some  part  of  the  year  made  it  a  rule  to  carry 
,(m  one  branch  and  at  other  times  another,  and 
tome  two  oihera  ;  it  would  be  difficult  for  them'  to 
say  what  branch  tbey  followed.  It  was  not  mcFoly 
unnecessary,  bot  would  prove  iojurious.  This  nai- 
ticularity,  he  said,  was  very  injurious  in  th«  law 
for  the  enumerationof  slaves,  and  no  doubt,  frotild 
pronre  so  in  this  law. 

On  the  question  to  strike  out — yeas  59,  nays  33. 

Some  triSing  amendments  were  made,  and  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

The  House  then  took  it  up,  and  Mr.  Habper  re- 
newed his  former  argument,  urgine  the  necessity 
of  the  clause.  It  was  carried  in  the  House  in  favor 


-i:: 


reading  to>iaoirow. 

TauHBDAv,  December  37. 

The  bill  provitliitg  for  tbc  ennmeratioa  of  the 

inhkbiuittaof  >tbe  United  Staxm,  ma  Daad  tin  duia! 
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time  and  passed  ;  as  was  also  (he  bill  respecling 
balaDces  repcMied  to  be  doe  from  certain  States, 
bf  the  CoaimiMoiiers  Tor  settlinj;  the  aceonnts 
betwe«D  the  UniiPd  States  and  the  sereral  Slates, 
55  Totes  being  in  faroar  of  its  pawa^. 

THE  STAMP  ACT. 

Mr.  Orts  said,  the  committee  to  whcns  we)  re- 
fened  the  bill  for  amending  the  stamp  act,  with 
teipect  to  the  dntf  pavaUe  on  forei^  bills  o(  ex- 
chaase  and  bills  of  lading,  had  received  informa- 
tioDfrom  (he  Commisnoner  of  iha  Rerenne,  stat- 
ingihatit  would  be  necessary  toprovide  some  com- 
penntion  for  ibe  saparisors,  Who  had  the  man- 
sgemettt  of  the  stamp  bnsinesa,  a*  the  present  Iktr 
pioTide*  none.  The  committee  hadalsosu^ested 
ibe  mmvily  of  making  some  other  alterations  in 
tbe^ilf ;  he  therefore  moved  that  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  farther  cob- 
sideiation  of  (hii  bill,  WKh  a  riew  of  having  it  re- 
committed to  the  Mlect  eoftmiitee  wbo  reported  it. 

The  motioD  was  earried,  and  (he  bill  was  reeom' 
mitied.  Mr.Onatfterwardimade  areportoftbe 
proposed  amendments  j  but,  owing  to  some  infor- 
mililf,  the  report  was  not  rec«ved, 

UeURFATlON  or  BXECUTTVE  AUTHORITY. 

Mr.  QaiawoLD  called  ap  for  consideration  the 
res^dation  which  he  yesterday  laid  upon  the  table, 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  consider 
ih*  pTopriety  of  amending  the  set  for  the  punish' 
ment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States, 
sosstoprovidempenallvfor  any  citizen  who  shall 
tunrp  ihe  Exeentiveanibority  of  this  Oovernment, 
by  commencing  or  carrying  on  any  correspon- 
dence with  the  Qorernmenl  of  any  foreign  Prmce 
M  State,  relative  to  controversies  or  disputes 
iriiich  do  or  shall  exist  between  such  Prince 
Suteand  the  United  States. 

Tfae  resolotion  having  been  read. 

Mr.  NICBOL.AS  said,  he  believed  this  to  be  b.  new 
subject  of  gencrvJ  legislation ;  and,  as  such,  he  did 
not  apprehend  there  wasan^  necessity  for  making 
the  prc^iosed  inquiry  ;  and,  if  it  had  any  particular 
object  m  view,  the  motion  appeared  lo  him  pte- 
maiDie.  If  it  was  founded  upon  what  hid  been 
seen  in  the  public  papers  relative  to  the  condnct  of 
a  cETtain  gentleman  wbo  ha*  lately  been  in  Prance, 
he  thought  the  mover  ou^fat  to  have  watted  antil 
the  President  of  the  United  States  had  put  ' 
House  into  possession  of  facts  upon  that  subj 
which,  though  promised  three  weeks  ago,  had 
yet  been  received.  Indeed  he  did  not  know  but  the 
ccAduciof  this  House  in  giving  an  opinion  upon 
these  despatches  before  they  are  received,  had  pre- 
vented the  communication ;  and  if  the  House 
ihontd  proceed  to  legitlale  upon  them,  the  Presi- 
dent may  suppose  they  have  no  desire  to  see  what 
he  has  DTomised  to  lay  before  them,  and  withhold 
dkem  altogether.  If  any  particular  object  hasgi 
oceasion  to  this  new  kind  of  legislation,  the  He 

Dbt  to  know  it.  He  bad  hoped  that  no  change 
taken  place  in  the  affairs  of  this  country  with 
rtspcciioforeignnsiions,wbicb  could  have  direct. 
ed  tfae  resentments  of  gentlemen  to  any  particulai 
persOB.    He  had  hoped  things  were  mending,  and 


be  bad  gathered  these  hopes  from  the  Address  of 

the  President  at  (he  opening  of  the  session,  as  in 

that  Address,  he  »eemed  to  wish  to  srgue  down  the 

sangtiiue    hopes  of  a  speedy  reconcilia'' 

>nly  the 

ipression  which  (he  Address  bad  made  on  his 
ind,  but  it  was,  as  far  as  he  had  learnt,  the  gen- 
eral impression.  Indeed,  he  found  a  different  tone 
even  amongst  those  gendemm  who  had  always 
been  loudest  in  their  cry  for  war,  from  what  ex- 
isted when  he  last  parted  with  them.  Nothing  was 
then  heard  but  a  declaration  of  war — now  he  heard 
nothing  of  that  kind.  Thinking,  therefore,  as  he 
did.  th&t.the  inbject  is  of  (oo  novel  a  kind  for  gen- 
eral legislation,  without  some  good  reason  being 
tt^ined  for  it,  and  that  the  Housedoes  not  possess 
sumcient  infortnation,  if  the  measure  be  levelled 
particnlar  object,  he  was  opposed  to  the 

,  QatHWOLB  laid,  the  geDlleman  from  Vir- 
ginia had  misHken  the  object  of  this  resotution,  in 
supposing  it  had  reference  to  any  particular  per- 
son. Its  object,  said  Mr.  O.  is  general,  and  I  think 
of  the  first  importance.  I  think  it  necessary  to 
guard  by  law  against  the  interference  of  individ- 
nals  in  the  negotielion  of  our  Exectiiive  with  the 
Oovemmetio  of  foreign  countries.  The  present 
siination  of  Euroiw,  in  my  opinion,  calls  aloud  for 
T^ulation  of  this  kind.  He  did  not  know  but 
D  mierference  of  this  kind  might  have  already 
taken  place ;  bnt  the  object  of  this  motion  wti 
prDa)>ective,  and  bad  nothing  to  do  with  what  U 
past.  If,  said  Mr.  O.,  offences  of  this  kind  are  lo 
pass  unpunished,  it  mav  be  in  (he  power  of  an  in- 
dividual to  frustrate  all  the  designs  of  the  Execu- 
tive. The  agent  of  a  faction,  if  such  a  faction  shall 
exist,  may  besenttoaforeign  country  to  negotiate 
in  behalf  of  thai  Action,  in  opposition  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive authority,  and  will  any  one  say;  (hat  sach 
an  offence  ongh(  not  severely  to  be  punished  7  It 
certainly  aught.  Placine  (he  Bubjec(  in  this  poln( 
of  view,  he  (hough(  it  ine  dnty  of  the  Legislature 
to  inquire  into  it.  He  was  not  certajn  (hat  ade- 
quate provision  coold  be  made  for  the  punishment 
of  ofi^nees  of  (his  kind,  but  he  wished  (he  matter 
to  go  to  a  committee  for  consideration.  He  hi^>ed 
no  occasion  would  ever  arise  ftr  bringing  mio 
operation  a  law  of  this  kind  ;  bnt,  if  it  should,  it 
would  be  well  to  be  prepared  to  meet  it.  He  could 
not  see  why  this  should  be  considered  as  a  subj«et 
of  irritation,  as  no  gentleman  would  pretend  to  say 

that  an  unauthorized  individoal  o--"-* ' =— 

a  powar  which  should  influence  i 

a  foreign  Government  with  respect  to  (his  country. 

This  power  has  been  delenle  '      -•    "- 

— L.  ■>  -njjCTH.Hud  sBJdMr.  u.. 

country  migb(  as  well  meei  and  l( 


oeierciae 


^fi 


'foru: 


lemselves  into  a  judicial  tnWnal,  in  place 

of  the  established  Judiciary,^  (bat  any  individual, 
or  set  of  persons,  should  lake  upon  him  or  them- 
selves this  power,  vested  in  the  Executive.  Gen- 
tlemen may  say  tbai  all  this  is  right ;  but,  in  his 
opinion,  such  practices  would  be  destructive  of  the 
principles  of  our  Government.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, (ne  resoiutitn  would  be  agreed  to. 
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Ueurpation  of  Eaxoviive  Avihonty. 


Mr.  Nicholas  had  no  idea  that  the  gentlemaD 
from  Connecticut  could  mean  to  make  Ibis  law 
retrospective ;  but  he  thought  the  House  ought  to 
possess  more  iDformatiou  on  the  subject  berore 
they  undertook  to  legialale  apoa  il.  Tne  Conati- 
tutiou  having  defined  what  treason  shall  be,  he 
conceived  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  create  a  new  offence  of  this  kind  ;  and  if  it 
coutd.he  thought  it  would  be  unnecessary.  Whe- 
ther the  gentleman  had  any  reference  in  what  be 
hfd  said  of  a  faction,  to  aiaclioQ  existing  at  pre- 
aent  in  this  country,  he  could  not  tell ;  hefwould 
say,  however,  that  if  he  had  had  any  share  in 
sending  the  gentleman  alluded  to  to  France,  he 
should  not  be  ashamed  to  confess  it — he  should 
not  be  ashamed  or  afraid  to  promote  the  peace  of 
his  country.  Nor,  were  it  not  for  the  apparent 
arrogance  of  such  a  step,  should  he  himself  be 
ashamed  or  afraid  of  crossing  the  Atlantic,  if  by 
doing  so  he  could  procure  peace  for  his  country. 
Nor  did  hs  think  the  people  of  America  would  be 
offended  with  him  for  thus  acting.  If,  said  Mr. 
N.,  all  individual  interference  is  to  be  prohijijted, 
the  President  having  declared  all  negotiation  to 
be  at  an  end,  how  is  peace  to  be  procured  7  Who, 
Mid  he,  ate  so  likely  to  take  a  step  in  a  businesu 
of  this  kind  as  those  who  are  to  share  the  enjoy- 


stand.  If,  said  he,  any  individual  or  set  of  men 
were  bent  upon  involving  the  country  in  war,  the 
case  would  oe  very  different.  He  could  not  con- 
sent to  class  the  two  defcriplioDS  of  persons  to- 

Mr.  Ru^LEiME  thought  this  resolution  was  be- 
come more  necessary  from  the  observations  which 
have  been  made  upon  it.  He  did  not  believe  the 
mover  of  ^he  present  proposition  had  reference  to 
any  particular  person ;  the  law  was  to  be  of  pros- 
pective operation.  If  the  transaction  alluded  to 
came  before  ibis  House,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
taken  tip  in  a  more  serious  point  of  view,  But 
when  gentlemen  come  forward  and  declare  that 
there  is  no  impropriety  ia  ao  individual  attempt- 
ing to  infldence  the  conduct  of  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment with  respect  to  this  country,  he  thoughi  it 
7h  time  to  pass  a  law  upoo  ihe  subject ;  for,  if 
the  discontented  people  in  this  country  are  to 
be  suffered  to  tamper  and  negotiate  with  foreign 
Powers,  il  would  lead  to  the  most  serious  conse- 
queoces.  If,  said  Mr.  R.,  our  situation  were  a 
novel  one,  gentlemen  might  accuse  me  of  possess- 
ing a  gloomy  mind ;  but  let  uslook  at  the  present 
situation  of  the  countries  of  Europe,  and  profit  by 
what  we  see  there.  They  have  most  of  thpm 
suffered  by  means  which  this  resolution  proposes 
to  giiard  against.  The  patriotic  party  in  Holland, 
previous  to  their  revolutioQ,  had  their  agent  in 
France;  and  unauilkorized  individuals  bad  every- 
where been  employed  in  the  subversion  of  old  es- 
tablishments. We  know,  said  he,  that  the  United 
Irishmen,  who  have  delugea  their  country  in 
blood,  had  their  agents  in  Fraoce.  who  instructed 
the  French  army  where  to  land,  where  to  find 
pikes,  provisions^  and  other  necessaries,  for  their 
work  of  devastation. 


.Profiting  from  the  example  of  Europe,  Mr.  R. 
shed  the  Legislature  of  this  country  to  guard 


isforli 


;  for,  said  be,  i 


agamst  si 

people  of  this  country  more  patriotic,  more  wis^ 
more  enlightened,  or  more  attached  to  their  Qov- 
ernment,  than  the  people  in  other  parts  of  ihe ' 
world  1  He  believed  not.  There  are,  said  he,  in 
all  countries,  some  portion  of  discontented  persona, 
who  are  dissatisfied  with  the  administration  of 
their  Crovetnment,  and  will  endeavor,  by  every 
means  in  their  power,  to  alter  it  In  every  Gov- 
ernment, constituted  like  ours,  such  a  description 
of  persons  will  exist. 

What,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  the  situation  of  this  coun- 
tryl  The  General  Government  is  authorized  to 
make  treaties,  to  regulate  commerce,  and  other 
national  coacerns,  with  which  the  State  Govern- 
ments are  not  permitted  to  have  any  concern; 
and  yet,  though  none  of  the  sixteen  sovereiga 
Sutes  are  permitted  to  interfere  in  this  respect,  it 
is  asserted  that  an  individual  may,  with  propriety, 

Sesent  himself  at  the  bar  of  the  Council  ol  Five 
undred,  or  of  the  Executive  Directory,  as  the  re- 
presentative of  a  patriotic  society,  of  Virginia  or 
any  other  State,  to  speak  on  these  sutnects. 

There  may  be  gentlemen,  said  Mr,  R,,  who  con- 
sider the  Administration  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment as  hostile  to  the  liberties  of  the.country ; 
and  their  zeal  may  carry  them  so  far  as  to  believe 
it  to  be  their  duty  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  over- 
turn the  whole  system,  to  effect  which,  they  may 
think  a  French  army  and  a  French  invasion  ne- 
cessary. And  if  ihe  citizens  of  this  country  shall 
be  permitted  to  have  intercourse  with  foreign  Gh>v- 
ernmenis,  ihey  may  do  the  greatest  injury  lo  this 
country,  under  what  they  conceive  to  be  the  best 
intentions,  which,  though  they  may  not  be  re- 
warded her&  they  will  rest  confident  will  be  re- 
warded in  Heaven  [  And  shall  these  persons,  said 
he,  go  unpunished?  If  so,  the  consequence  must 
be  a  division  of  the  people  of  this  country  from 
their  Government.  Mr.  R.  thought  this  a  good 
measure  of  national  defence ;  and  ne  declared  that 
he  had  seen  nothing  in  tlie  Address  of  the  Presi- 
dent, nor  in  anything  else,  which  could  influence 
the  mind  of  the  most  sanguine  l^islaior  to  weak- 
en his  desire  for  effective  measures  of  defence.  If 
our  prospects  had  brightened  at  all,  it  was  entirely 
owing  to  the  energy  and  wisdom  which  directed 
the  measures  of  the  last  session.  He  hoped  the 
same  spirit  would  be  cootinued,  and  that  measures 
would  be  taken  to  prevent  our  citizens  from  holdr 
ing  any  improper  intercourse  with  foreign  Gov- 


Mr.  Gallatin  said^  it  had  been  said  by  gentle- 
men who  support  this  resolution,  that  it  nas  no 
reference  to  anything  which  has  taken  place.  It 
may  beso;  but,  although  it  hasno  reference  to  what 
has  already  been  done,  those  gentlemen  will  not 
say  that  such  a  resolution  would  have  been 
brought  forward,  unless  a  certain  event  had  taken 
place.  This  will  not  be  denied.  It  is  therefore 
proper,  said  he,  before  we  enter  into  this  business, 
that  we  should  have  some  information  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  this  information  the  House  had  a  right 
to  expect,  since  the  President  had  promised  it 
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■I  the  commeDcemeni  of  tbe  senioo.  He 
ceJTed  ihis  proper,  becsuse,  if  the  House  we 
legislate  upoa  so  Dovel  a  lubjecl,  ia  order  to  pre- 
Teat  folnre  iniaries  to.  the  United  Stales,  they 
oogfat  fint  to  Know  how  the  injurjF  which  , 
rise  to  the  measDre  has  been  committed. 
Mid  Mr.  G.,  if  this  propoeiiion  is  brought  before 
tbe  Hoase  on  the  gronnd  of  noenl  legislat' 
il  i(  extremely  improper  ia  itself.  He  would 
deop  tbat  there  might  be  an  interrerenee  with  the 
Sxecutire  antbority  of  ihe  United  Sutes,  which 
il  would  be  proper  to  puaish  by  law;  still  lesi 
was  he  dinnsed  lo  deny  that  men  who  should 
embark  in  foreign  aggressions  against  this  c 
irj,  «nd  men  who  should  attempt  to  subvert  tbe 
CooBtiiution  by  foreign  aid,  ougnl  to  be  liable  to 
punishment ;  and  such,  he  was  pretty  eonSdent, 
are  already  liable  to  ptinishment. 

But,  laid  Mr.  G.,  let  us  eximine  the  resolution. 
!t  i;  not  intended  in  the  least  to  cover  this  ground. 
It  proposes  only  to  provide  punishment  lor  snch 
posons  as  shall  attempt  toeneek  the  negotiations 
of  the  Bxeeutire-  Nothing  is  here  laid  about  ag- 
'  m ;  bnt  only  to  provide  punishment  for  snch 
IS  as  shall  usurp  the  Execntive  authority,  by 
commencing  or  carrying  od  any  correspondence 
with  any  foreign  Oovernnent,  relaliTe  to  exist- 
ing contra Tersies  or  disputes.  In  the  first  place, 
he  would  ask  bow  gentlemeD  coold  call  "carry- 
ing OS  any  eorre^tondemx."  aif  act  of  usurpa- 
tion over  the  Biecutive  autliority?  The  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  said,  that  this  was 
as  mncfa  an  nsurpation  of  Execntive  authority,  as 
it  would  be  an  usurpation  of  the  Judicial  author- 
ity, for  a  set  of  unauthorized  persons  to  lake  upon 
themselTes  the  power^of  trying  causes.  Mr.  Q. 
did  not  think  the  two  cases  analogous;  but  be 
would  state  a  case  with  respect  to  individual  pro- 
eecdings,in  his  opinion,  perfectly  similar.  Sup- 
pose, said  he,  I  had  a  law-suit  with  an  individual, 
and  «  third  person,  unauthorized  by  me,  shonld 
write  a  letter  to  my  advemry,  with  a  view  of 
procaringa  reconciliation  between  us:  this  would 
De  an  exactly  similar  case.  He  CQuld  not  con- 
eeive  how  a  man  who  has  not  power  of  attorney 
can  usurp  the  Executive  authority.  He  may  he 
guilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors}  he 
may  do  very  improper  acts ;  but  he  could  not 
usurp  the  Executive  aalhorily. 

Again,  the  resolution  says,  that  any  person  who 
ahalT  usurp  tbe  Executive  authority,  by  carrying 
Ml  an^  anrttpondetux  with  a  foreign  Qovem- 
ment.  The  {^opoiitioa  here  covers  tar  too  much 
ground.  He  would  suppose  a  merchant,  or  own- 
er of  a,  vessel,  whose  propertjr  had  been  plun- 
dered by  the  vessels  of  a  foreign  GovemmeDl, 
were  to  enter  into  a  correspondence  with  that 
GovernmeDt  for  the  restoration  of  his  property. 
Wonld  gentlemen  wish  a  person  of  this  descrip- 
tion to  b«  punished  1  Certainly  not ;  and  yet  he 
would  certainly  come  within  tha  meaning  of  this 
resolution.  He  would  go  farther,  and  suppose  an 
American  citizen,  who  shall  neriher  be  a  mer- 
chant, or  the  owner  of  a  vessel,  should  apply  to 
any  branch  of  a  foreign  Cbvernment,  to  desire  an 
embargo  might  be  taken  ofi^orsome  old  debt  paid, 
5ih  Cob.— 80' 


and  ask  whether  such  a  penoa  ought  to  be  pun- 
ished? 

If  it  were  intended  lo  cover  all  cases  of  tfaii 
kind,  the  resolution  does  not  go  far  enough.  It 
only  embraces  cases  of  "  controversy  and  dispute." 
It  ought  10  extend  to  all  subjects  of  negotiaiioa 
with  foreign  Powers,  as  an  interference  in  any, 
would  be  equally  an  usurpation  of  Executive  an- 
thority ;  and  a  citizen  of  the  Uoked  States  who 
shall  enter  into  any  negotiation  with  the  Govern 
ment  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  subject  of  renew* 
ing  that  part  of  our  treaty  with  them  which  will 
at  a  certain  period  expire,  would  surely  be  aa 
guilty  as  one  who  should  correspoad  with  th« 
Qovernmeot  of  France  on  the  subject  of  peace. 
Both  cases,  if  either,  are  equally  usurpations  of 
Executive  authority. 

Mr.  G.  thought,  therefore,  that  the  resolution, 
in  some  respects,  covered  too  much  ground ;  in 
others,  too  little.  He  believed,  however,  that  tba 
criminality  of  any  of  these  acts,  did  not  lie  in 
their  being  usurpations  of  the  Execntive  auibot^ 
ity,  but  in  the  nature  of  the  crime  committed. 

There  is,  said  he,  another  difficulty  in  this  vf 
oluiioD.  In  the  general  manner  in  which  it  is 
brought  before  the  House,  it  is  quite  a  novel  sub- 
ject of  legislation.  All  nations  punish  ctiizena 
who  carry  on  correspondences  of  a  criminal  na- 
with  foreign  Governments.  Of  this  nature 
lid  be  an  invitation  of  a  foreign  Power  to  in- 
vade a  country.  Thus,  to  add  one  inntance  mora 
to  those  adduced  by  the  ^ntleman  from  South 
Carolina,  he  would  mention  the  case  of  SwitMi- 
land,  where  the  armies  of  France  wete  called  iv 
r  certain  individuals  to  overrun  the  country. 

he  resolution  ought,  therefore,  to  be  made  gcn- 
ral,  and  confined  to  cases  of  a  criminal  natnte. 
He  did  not  know  that,  any  nation  ever  passed  a 
law  to  punish  persons  for  holding  a  correspond- 
ence with  foreign  GoTeromenis.  He  believed,  in 
certain  situations,  such  a  correspondence  would 
be  highly  improper.  In  onr  situation,  for  insianee, 
said  he,  it  would  be  extremely  improper  for  a 
liieinber  of  this  House  to  enter  into  any  correa- 
pondence  with  the  French  Republic,  because  thia 
country  is  at  present  in  a  peculiar  situation ;  for 
though,  as  we  are  not  at  war  with  france,  an  of- 
fence of  this  kind  would  not  be  bi^b  treason,  yet 
it  would  be  as  criminal  an  act,  as  if  we  were  at 
war ;  but,  as  he  bad  already  stated,  the  nature  of 
the  correspondence  must  constitute  the  crime,  and 
not  Ihe  act  of  corresponding.  Thus,  our  Constitu- 
tion has  said,  toadhere  to  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  afford  them  aid  and  comfort,  is  tica- 
;  but  as  we  are  not  at  war  with  Prance,  an 
__  of  this  kind  conld  not  be  treason.  Il  might, 
therefore,  be  declared,  that  though  a  crime  of  thia 
Und  cannot  be  considered  as  treason,  it  sfaouid 
nevertheless  be  considered  as  a  high  crime.  Not 
that  he  was  convinced  it  was  praper  to  legislate 
upon  the  subject  at  all;  but,  if  at  all,  it  ought  to  be 
upon  the  nalnre  of  the  crime. 

But  with  respect  to  tbe  conduct  of  an  individ- 
ual, he  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
that  if  a  man  of  his  own  accord,  out  of  a  pure 
love  for  his  country — out  of  a  sincere  deaire  fof 
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peace,  or  out  of  hia  haired  for  war — were  lo  go 
OTei  [0  France,  to  use  bis  endeavors  to  prevail 
upon  the  QoveromeDt  not  to  undertake  tae  sub- 
jUgatioQ  of  our  country,  and  to  exert  his  endeav- 
ors, however  weak  they  might  be,  to  prevail  upon 
that  CkiTernmeni  to  put  au  end  to  their  depreda- 
lioBS  upon  our  commerce ;  or  to  prevail  upon  pet- 
sons  in  power  there  to  offer  snch  terms  of  accom- 
modattoD  to  our  Oovernmenl  as  he  is  pertuaded 
would  be  accepted,  he  saw  nothing  either  crimi' 
aal  or  improper  in  such  a  conduct,  but  the  con- 
trary. Whether  such  a  man  had  existed,  he  could 
■ot  at  present  say,  as  he  wanted  information  upfon 
the  subject ;  but  if  there  had,  he  would  say,  he 
thought  there  was  nothing  in  his  conduct  either 
eriiDiaal  or  improper.  He  was  willing,  however, 
to  suspend  his  judgment  on  the  case  alluded  to, 
until  he  had  the  expected  information  beftse  hira. 
With  respect  to  the  resolution,  if  it  was  properly 
modified, lie  did  not  know  that  he  should  have 
much  objection  to  it;  bat  he  could  by  no  means 
agree  to  ii  in  its  present  form. 

Mr.  Dana  could  not  subscribe  to  the  opinion  of 
As  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  ibe  reso- 
lution before  the  Huuse  in  either  inaccurately  or 
improperly  expressed.  Thai  gentleman  did  not 
aeem  fully  to  understand  the  import  of  the  words 
naed.  He  objects  to  the  word  itmtrpation,  though 
BO  other  word  could  have  been  used  with  $o  much 
propriety.  It  was  not  intruded,  by  this  reaolu- 
tion,  to  provide  against  all  correspondence  with 
fi>reign  Governments,  but  against  such  only  as 
eogbt  to  be  carried  on  by  the  Executive ;  and 
when  an  individual  undertakes  to  correspond  ia 
such  a  manner,  it  is  then,  and  then  only,  that  he 
UBUtpd  the  Executive  authority.  The  word  is, 
therefore,  a  necessary  part  of  ll^  ^neral  de&ni- 
tion  of  toe  resolution.  In.ihe  detaib  of  the  law, 
it  might  be  said  more  pariicularlv  in  what  this 
nsuipaiion  should  consist ;  and  tne  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  himself  cannot  deny,  that  all 
niuipations  of  the  Executive  authority  ought  to 
be  pDoished,  and  this  is  all  that  is  proposed  by 
the  resolution.  The  gentleman  says,  a  corres- 
pondence ought  to  be  judged  of  by  its  nature, 
which  alooe  rendered  it  criminal,  or  otherwise. 
This  opinion  every  one  must  subscribe  to.  And 
what  are  the  correspondences  most  likely  to  be 
oriminall  The  gentleman  objects  to  the  case 
which  has  been  alluded  to  being  criminal;  yet  he 
allows  it  might  be  proper,  in  our  present  situation, 
to  punish  pmons  who  stiould  correspood  with  the 
French  Oovernment. 

Ht.  Oallatch  said,  he  bad  made  use  of  the 
words  "afford  aid  ai)d  comfotL" 

Mr.  Dana  thought  the  gentleman  had  spoken 
as  he  had  stated.  At  any  rate,  said  he,  this  posi- 
tion ia  true ;  and  this  unauthorized  correspond- 
onee  must  have  led  to  an  opinion  in  the  French 
Government  that  they  bad  numerous  friends  in 
this  country,  and  have  encouraged  them  in  their 
measures  against  ua. 

Mr.  D.  thought  the  instance  which  the  gentle- 
mu  from  Pennsylvania  had  alluded  to,  of  an  in- 
diridunl  writing  a  letter,  wis  not  in  point.  He 
would  give  bint  one,  in  his  opinion,  much  more 


so.  Where  two  hostile  aimicH  are  in  the  Geld, 
the  general  officer  who  suffers  his  troops  to  nego- 
tiate with  the  enemy,  would  not,  he  believed.  M 
considered  as  either  very  careful  or  skilful.  Bui 
the  genlleuian  from  Pennaylvania  has  supposed 
that  very  worthy  individuaU  might  carry  onacot- 
respondence  with  a  foreign  Government  so  as  to 
deserve  praise  instead  of  censure.  It  is  possible, 
indeed,  great  and  emioenl  characters,  whose  indi- 
vidual opinions  might  be  known  to  have  great 
weight  in  this  country — that  of  Qen.  Wabbihg- 
TON,  for  instance — might  be  much  respected  in 
Europe;  but  any  great  and  respectable  character, 
who  regarded  the  honor  of  his  country,  who  filled 
a  great  space  in  the  view  of  mankind,  would  never 
go  abroad  in  an  obscure,  mean,  and  sly  manner, 
without  the  knowledge  of  his  own  Gktvernmenl, 
to  settle  differences  with  a  foreign  nation.  Could 
there  be  found,  indeed,  an  individual  without  any 
public  character,  or  reputation  for  public  services, 
who  would  he  willing  to  go  on  such  an  errand, 
every  man  of  senae  must  laugh  at  the  ridiculous 
vanity  of  such  a  man.  No  individual  of  America, 
no  individual  undistinguished  by  eminent  services, 
if  he  had  the  ordinary  abilities  of  the  American 
character,  would  ever  undertake  such  an  embas- 
sv;  if  he  did,  he  would  certainlv  be  despised  for 
tne  weakness  of  his  intellects  and  hia  inflated  van- 
ity ;  besides  being  considered  as  having  some  other 
object  in  view,  (md  as  making  this  a  mere  cover 
for  other  designs. 

Mr.  D.  would  not  disgrace  the  American  char- 
acter, by  supposing  that  ever  such  a  man  could  be 
found;  such  a  one  would  merit  being  confined 
in  a  mad-house,  and  be  supposed  to  go  forward  as 
agent  of  a  French  faction  in  this  country.  [If  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylv^ia  does  not  like  this 
term  he  must  give  him  another;  it  expressed  his 


the  person  thus  employed,  .      .      .     __ 

acting  in  direct  hostility  with  the  authority  of  oi 
Oovernraeut,  and  against  the  general  character  of 
our  country.  It  is  proclaiming  to  the  enemy  the 
division  of  your  country.  It  is  a  crime  of  serious 
magnitude,  as  the  parson  thus  acting  must  be  con- 
sidered as  the  agent  of  a  faction,  wailing  ouly.  for 
an  opportunity  of  joining  the  enemies  of  rheir 
country.  He  did  not  believe  such  a  faction  has 
really  existence.  He  knew  there  had  been  re- 
ports to  this  effect  which  had  placed  a  tnan  high 
in  rank  in  this  Government,  at  its  head  ;  but  ae 
could  not  believe,  in  his  place,  ibai  men  in  so  ex- 
alted ■  situation  could  be  guilty  of  such  conduct; 
he  was  not  authorized  to  listen  to  any  such  sug- 
gestions, and  therefore  would  not. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  supposes  the 
House  ought  not  to  legislate  on  this  siubjeci,  until 
they  receive  information  from  the  President  rel- 
ative to  our  foreign  affairs  ;  but  as  this  was  intend- 
ed as  a  general  provision,  unconnected  with  any 
particular  case,  i«  was  wholly  unnecessary,  in  bis 
opinion,  to  wait  for  this  communication. 

Mr.  PiKCENEY  said,  he  should  not  have  troubled 
the  Houseon  this  occasion,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
doctrine  which  had  fallen  from  the  seotlemaD 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nicholas,)  wbicE  he  con- 
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QoTeTiiiDeDt,  and  wnich  Htd  a  lendeacy  to  sub- 
vert all  order  and  good  government  under  wbai- 
ever  form  tbey  miy  exist.  11*  be  understood  the 
genllenuQ  rightly,  be  said,  "be  should  not  be 
ashamed  of  his  haTioe  been  eoncemed  in  any  ne- 

Gtiation  which  has  lacelr  taken  place,  provided 
had,  by  that  means,  obtained  peace  for  this 
ooontry  ;  and  thai  he  believed  the  people  of  this 
country  would  be  satisfied  with  «ach  an  embassy, 
provided  peace  was  the  result."  He  ihoUKht  this 
doetriiie  snbvenive  of  every  principle  of  Kepub- 
Ikaa  GoTernmeDt,  (be  great  and  leading  doctrine 
of  which  is,  that  the  sense  of  the  majority  sball 

Svera ;  that  wheu  this  sense  is  proclaimed  by 
i  proper  orgaos,  it  shall  be  absolute ;  that  no  one 
can  pretend  to  interfere  so  as  to  counteract  the 
proceedings  of  the  people  of  this  country  as  ex- 

Ercssed  by  its  legal  organs.  This  doctrine,  said 
£,  cannot  be  controverted.  He  believed  tbegen- 
tieman's  good  intentions  for  the  peace  of  his  coun- 
uy,  had  misled  his  belter  judgment.  Peace  is 
deairablc^  is  moat  welcome  to  every  country,  and 
highly  essential  to  its  welfare.  This  wish  of  the 
f^ntleman  for  peace  may  have  induced  his  better 
judgment  to  have  brought  forward  a  neDliment 
more  prejndieial  than  the  bitterest  war. 

Upon  what  princilple  is  it,  said  he.  that  an  mdi- 
ridnal  should  interfere  io  the  general  management 
of  the  a&irs  of  his  country,  even  to  procure  peace 
to  iti  It  must  be  npon  the  ground,  that  his  pri- 
vate sentiments  oug&t  to  prevail  over  the  lecat 
Government  of  his  country ;  and  it  would  not  De 
confined  to  the  idea  of  giving  peace  to  the  coun- 
try; be<waae,  if  it  was  the  opinion  of  this  individ- 
ttal,  or  of  any  party. ^at  the  country  onght  to  go 
to  war,  the  same  reasoning  would  bold  good  ;  since 
it  will  be  thought  more  beneficial,  «1  some  times, 
toeoiainto  war,  than  to  remain  at  peace.  Times 
may  come— they  have  come  in  all  countries — 
when  it  will  be  more  essential  to  engage  in  a 
wsT,  under  all  its  dimdvaotagea,  than  rentain  at 

Mr.P.  knew  of  no  caa&  no  situation,  in  which  it 
could  be  Iswfnl  or  right  for  an  individual  to  inter- 
fere with  a  forei^  QovemmenI  at  the  time  when 
uy  ne^tiation  is  going  foiwatd  by  legal  author- 
ity. Such  an  interference  can  have  but  a  bad 
eSect ;  it  may  have  very  bad  effects.  It  shows  at 
least,  thai  there  is  a  party  in  the  country  divided 
frOfO  the  Qovemmeat,  wno  take  upon  themselves 
a  aeparate  negotiation,  and  set  up  a  distinct  power, 
which  they  wish  to  be  paramount  to  the  legal 
authority. 

He  did  not  think  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia 
bad  formed  a  ctHrect  idea  of  the  sentiment*  of  the 
American  people,  when  he  said,  he  believed,  on 
his  return  from  an  anaothorized  embassy,  of  tbe 
jdnd  alluded  to,  be  should  have  received  their 
thanks  for  baring  ^iven  peace  to  the  country. 
Under  the  present  circumsCRnces,  he  thought  the 
gentleman  calculated  illy ;  as  his  calculation  was 
founded  on  an  idea  of  the  pusillanimity  of  the 
people;  that  they  are  afraid  of  war,  and  glad  to 
have  peaee  upon  any  tef  ms,  or  by  whatever  means. 
He  did  oiM  taiok  that  tbia  is  the  aentimeni  of  the 


people.  They  love  peace,  and  would 
go  as  far  as  any  people  to  preserve  it;  but  he  be- 
peved,  when  they  have  exhausted  every  means  of 
conciliation  in  rain ;  when  these  conciliatory 
measures  have  produced  nothing  but  new  aggres- 
sioik,  and  no  prospect  of  an  honorabie  adjustment 
of  differences  remains,  in  such  circumstances,  he 
believed  ibey  would  choose  war  rather  than  peace, 
as  more  for  tbe  interest  of  the  country,  and  its  fu- 
ture lasting  peace. 

Thegenilemui  from  Pennsylvania  had  himself 
agreed  that  it  would  be  wrong  for  any  party  to 
hold  correspondence  with  France  under  our  pres- 
ent circumstances;  but  that  gentleman  draws  a 
distinction  between  a  parly  and  an  Individual, 
which  he  did  not  understand,  ai  he  could  not  con- 
ceive why  an  iadividual  was  not  equally  justified 
with  a  party  in  holding  any  such  correspondence. 
If  it  was  a  usurpation,  it  matters  not  whether  it 
be  by  an  individual  or  a  party— both  are  alike 
crinunaL  A  party  might  be  more  dangerous ;  bat 
an  indiridual  is  equally  criminal. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  made 
several  objectioas  to  the  motion,  on  tbe  ground  of 
its  interfering  with  individual  negotiations  about 
their  own  private  concerns.  These  had  been  ful- 
ly answered  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut, 
by  saying  that  this  resolution  has  no  reference  to 
any  other  negotiations  but  those  of  peace  or  war 
between  a  foreign  nation  and  tbe  United  States. 
He  might  add,  tbat  it  is  merely  an  instruction  for 
a  committee  to  report  &  bill;  and  if  any  fear  ex- 
isted with  respect  to  an  interference  with  private 
matters,  when  the  bill  came  in,  this  could  he  ea- 
sily guarded  against.  He  hoped,  therefore,  tbe 
measure  would  lie  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Habpeh  observed  tbat,  not  having  been 
present  when  this  resolution  was  called,  up,  be  did 
not  hear  a  declaration  said  to  have  been  made  by 
tbe  mover  of  it,  vi2:  "that,  in  bringing  it. for- 
ward, he  bad  no  reference  to  a  particular  and  re- 
cent case."  If  this  declaration  was  made,  he 
could  bare  no  doubt  of  its  truth ;  but,  for  his  own 
part,  be  deemed  proper  ^Co  declare  that,  in  gir'ing 
his  vote  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  he  did  refer  to 
that  particular  case.  It  was  from  particular  cases, 
he  said,  tbat  general  Legislative  measures  almost 
always  originated ;  and  this  was  necessarily  the 
case;  because,  in  general,  it  was  impossible  to 
foresee  the  necessity  of  preventing  an  evil,  or  puii- 
isbing  an  offence,  until  some  instance  of  the  evil 
or  ofience  bad  occurred.  The  writers  on  English- 
law  bad  informed  us  that  from  the  oppression  of 
an  obscure  individual,  in  that  country,  arose  the 
celebrated  habeas  corpus  act;  and  similar  instaikcea 
were  numerous  in  the  legislation  of  our  own  and 
every  other  country.  Human  foresight,  said  he, 
does  not  suffice  to  discern,  beforehand,  all  the  mul- 
tiplied forms  which  crime  can  assume,  and  hence 
the  necessity  of  waiting  until  it  appears,  before  it 
can  be  struck  down.  It  is  thus,  and  thus  only, 
that  general  laws  hare  reference  to  the  particular 
cases  which  have  demonstimted  tbe  necessity  of 
enacting  them.  Those  particular  cases  cannot, 
everybody  knows,  be  included  in  the  pnoishments 
provided  uy  the  subaequent  laws ;  for  that  woi>U 
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be  to  gire  ihem  a  retrospectiTe  oper&tion,  and  (a 
punish  acts  which,  however  improper  in  their  na- 
ture or  dangerous  in  [beir  tendency,  were  not, 
wheti  committed,  contrary  to  any  law.  The  law, 
therefore,  haring  reference  to  them  as  to  the  ne- 
cessily  and  extent  of  its  penalties,  proT ides  against 
their  future  perpetration. 

It  was  in  this  view,  Mr.  H.  said,  that  he  had 
leference,  in  the  present  instance,  to  a  receul  case. 
The  cabc,  he  believed,  had  happened.  He  knew 
of  It  as  soon  as  it  did  happen,  and  then  declared 
his  opinion  about  it ;  and  what  he  then  said,  re- 
specting the  nature  and  objects  of  the  transaction, 
liad  been  since  confirmed  by  the  public  prints  of 
the  country  to  which  the  agent  in  question  was 
sent,  by  the  official  gazette*  of  the  Qoveniment  to 
which  he  was  addressed.  He  had  considered  this 
individual,  frotn  the  moment  of  his  embarkation, 
as  an  agent  employed  and  sent  by  a  partjr  in  this 
country.  This  opinion  he  had  formed  from  *' 
transaction  iiself;  from  the  known  conneiioi 
that  individual,  and  from  the  cireumatanees  under 
which  he  went. 

As  to  the  IransactioD  itself,  could  it  be 
ceived  that  any  peraou  could  be  so  silly,  so  ^ 
so  toully  Toid  of  commoQ  sense,  as  to  undertake^ 
on  his  own  account,  of  his  own  mere  notion, 
■  mission  of  this  kind  1  Could  it  be  imagined 
that  an  obscure  individual,  not  known  in  thee  — 
trj,  whose  name  was  never  heard  at  the  disti 
or  twenty  miles  from  Philadelphia  till  this  affair 
brought  it  into  some  notice,  having  no  pretenMt 
to  speak  the  sentimenls  or  answer  for  the  condi 
.  of  any  roan  or  description  of  men;  could  it 
conceived  that  afl  individual  of  this  descriptiuu, 
and  thus  circumstanced,  should  have  supposed 
himself  able,  standing  merely  on  his  own  ground, 
and  speaking  from  himself  alone,  to  effect  a  change 
ip  the  political  system  of  a  great  Government, 
and  arrest  the  course  of  plans  which  had  been 
steadily  pursued  for  five  years  together,  and  which 
no  remonstrance  of  our  Ministers,  no  exertion  of 
our  force,  nor  of  the  combined  force  of  Burope, 
had  been  able  hitherto  to  siopi  He  could  not 
conceive  it  to  be  possible. 

This  person,  indeed,  as  hehad  been  told,  declared 
that  he  undertook  the  mission  of  his  own  accord  ; 
that  nobody  knew  of  his  design,  nor  even  of  his 
departure,  till  a  day  or  two  twfore  it  happened ; 
that  even  this  knowledge  of  his  intended  depart- 
ure was  communicated  to  but  three  persons,  one 
of  whom  holds  a  hiffh  office  in  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  another  fills  a  distinguished 
post  under  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
third  was  formerly  Consul  Goieral  from  the 
French  Republic ;  and  that,  from  these  three  per- 
sons, or  any  others,  be  received  no  advice  or  in- 
simctioni  relative  to  his  enterprise,  the  objects  of 
which  he  did  not  make  known  to  them,  nor  any 
JDtroductions,  recommendations,  or  credentials  of 
any  kind,  except  merely  a  ceriifieate  that  he  was 
an  American  citizen,  and  had  been  a  member  of 
tfie  Pennsylvania  L^ial^ture.  But  I  would  ask, 
whether  this  story  is  credible?  For  my  own  part 
I  ccHifesB  that  I  do  not  believe  one  word  of  it. 
What  I  would  these  two  circumsunces,  to  be  an 


American  citizen  and  a  member  of  a  State  Legis- 
lature, entitle  a  man  to  the  notice,  the  confidence, 
of  the  French  Government^  and  give  him  the 
weight  necessary  for  transacting  witn  it  the  aflalis. 
for  which  he  professes  to  have  gone  7  Did  these 
two  circumstances  obtain  for  him  a  favorable  re- 
ception from  the  French  Directory;  an  audience, 
which  was  refused  to  the  public  Minisleis  of  ibis 
country;  a  dinner  with  Merlin,  suppers  with 
Treilhard,  frequent  conferences  with  Lepeaux, 
and  with  Talleyrand?  Was  all  tbi«  attention 
bestowed  on  him  by  ihe  Government  which  is 
making  war  against  this  country,  which  tramples 
on  its  rights,  has  spurned  its  remonstrances,  and 
professed  a  design  to  bend  it  to  submission  by 
means  of  a  domestic  faction,  and  bestowed  meral^ 
because  he  was  certified  lo  be  an  American  citi- 
zen and  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania? Can  this  individual  himself  have  l^d 
the  incredible  nonsense  to  imagine,  that  with  suck 
credentials,  he  should  obtain  an  audience,  and  be 
able  to  change  the  policy  of  the  Ftench  Govera- 
'ment,  from  a  system  of  rapine  and  domination, 
from  a  thirst  ior  the  subversion  of  a]l  regular 
Governments,  to  a  spirit  of  mildness,  justice,  and 
good  failh  ?  No  sir.  To  me  it  is  incredible,  nor 
can  I  ever  be  ted  to  believe  it  till  I  am  farced  to 
adopt  a  tower  opinion  of  human  intellect  than 
even  the  conduct  of  this  person  has  yet  been  able 
to  inspire. 

He  knew,  Mr.  H.  continued,  that  some  instances 
had  been  spoken  bf,  iu  which  religious  fanatics 
had  gone  great  lengths  in  affairs  of  this  kind. 
One  or  two  persons  of  this  description,  he  bad 
heard,  did  once  go  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany 
and  the  French  Convenlitv,  to  exhort  them  to 
make  peace.  Another,  as  he  understood,  bad,  in 
the  time  of  the  late  war,  zone  into  New  York, 
while  "in  the  possession  of  the  British  forces,  to 
exhort  the  British  Commander  to  abstain  from  the 
further  effusion  of  human  blood.  But  these  acts, 
if  they  really  took  place,  were  founded  wholly  on 
a  relifious  tenet  peculiar  to  a  particular  sect,  and 
wholly  unconnected  with  politics  or  Government. 
In  ihe  transaction  under  consideration,  nothing  ot 
thai  kind  could  be  pretended.  It  was  wholly  of  a 
political  nature,  and  arose  wholly  from  political 
considerations.  It  was,  in  iact,  a  plain  and  direct 
interference  with  the  powers  of  Government.  H^ 
therefore,  not  only  presumed  tliat  this  case  tiad 
occurred,  but  that  it  bad  occurred  by  contrivance 
and  design  ;  that  an  Envoy  bad  not  only  gone, 
but  gone  in  the  name,  and  with  the  credentials,  of 
oiherpersons;  of  persons  possessing  weight,  nanne, 
and  influence,  in  the  country ;  persons  whom  the 
Directory  might  consider  as  authorized  to  speak, 
and  actually  speaking,  the  sentiments  of  a  powei^ 
ful  patty  here;  that  party  which  it  believes  to 
exist  on  whose  aid  it  relies,  and  whom  it  would 
consider  as  the  real  author  of  the  inission.  And 
his  mind  was  the  more  alarmed  at  this  event,  as 
he  considered  it  in  connexion  with  the  general 
system  of  France,  the  political  state  of  the  world 
at  this  time,  and  the  avowed  plans  of  that  country 
respecting  tliis.  The  French  Ooyernment,  every 
boof  knew,  had  long  since  proclaimed,  and  hwl 


.dbyGoogle 


HISTORY  OF  C0N0RB8S. 


2506 


17fl8.] 


Unrpation  of  Executive  AuOwrit^. 


[H.oi 


eonstuitlf  fcJlow^  up  its  proclamBlions  by  *c- 
lioos,  that  whenCTcr  it  shoold  find,  in  any  coun- 
try, a  party  disposed  to  subrert  lue  established 
Goferninent,  il  would  sapport  that  party.  The 
policy  of  tbis  systein  was  obvious ;  for  that  party, 
coming  into  power  by  the  aid  of  France  aud  de- 
peodiug  on  her  for  [be  support  of  (heir  auihority, 
will  generally  be  lubserrient  to  Iter  views,  and 
willing  to  place  the  affairs  of  the  country  under 
her  control.  Wiih  respect  to  this  country,  the 
French  OoTemment  had  told  us  plainly,  and  in 
lo  many  words,  that  such  a  patty  did  exist  amoog 
tis;  that  they  relied  on  tbis  patty;  that  we,  indeed, 
mif  ht  be  good  natured  and  credulous  enough  to 
beliere  the  persons  compoainf  this  party,  when 
they  denied  baring  any  connexion  witb  France, 
or  acting  under  her  influence,  but  that  they  had 
better  proofs  than  the  words  of  these  persons,  they 
had  their  actions:  and  that,  although  this  party 
coold  not  direct  the  GhtTeroment,  it  could  to  em- 
hirrass  and  fetter  it  as  to  disable  il  from  moTing 
hand  or  foot  against  France.  Under  thexe  eir- 
cnmstances,  while  France  entertains,  and  acts 
upon,  this  belief,  an  BnToy  soes  thither  from  this 
country,  and  goes — as  Mr.  H.  said  seemed  erident 
(o  him  from  the  reasons  which  he  had  stated — 
with  credentials  froiD,  and  in  the  name  of,  certain 
penoDS  here,  who  exercise  the  right  of  speaking 
the  sentimenis  of  this  party,'and  acting  in  its  be- 
half. What  must  be  the  objects  of  such  a  mis- 
sion? What  must  be  the  language  which  the 
Envoy,  sapposine  him  or  those  who  sent  him  to 
posscBs  some  small  portion  of  common  sense,  must 
nare  employed  to  the  French  Oovemment,  in 
order  to  attain  those  objeclsl 

I  know,  said  hlr.  H.,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tirgioia  (Mr.  Nicbolab)  has  told  us  that  the  ob- 
ject of  this  person  in  going  to  France  was  to 
obtain  peace  for  his  coonlry :  and  this  obiect,  tbe 
geoiieman  from  Virginia  says,  it  so  laudaole,  that 
Ue  penon  in  question,  instead  of  censure  for  this 
interference  with  tbe  a&irs  of  the  Gbvernment, 
deserves,  aod  no  doubt  will  receive,  the  applause 
of  every  sincere  friend  to  bis  country,  every  sin- 
cere lover  of  peace.  That  gentleman  affirms  that 
every  person  has  a  right  to  take  such  a  step,  has  a 
right  to  go,  of  his  own  authority,  and  attempt  to 
make  peace  with  a  foreign  nation  if  he  conceives 
himself  to  possess  the  means  of  accomplishing 
the  object.  It  may,  he  admits,  be  a  proof  of  ereat 
folly  and  presumption  in  an  individual  to  believe 
hinuelf  posaessed  of  those  means;  but  if  he  really 
entertains  the  belief,  he  ou^ht  to  exert  them :  and 
the  notleman  from  Virgmia  has  declared,  that 
coola  he  believe  himself  able  lo  succeed  in  such 
an  enterprise,  he  would  undertake  it  and  glory  in 
it.  My  colleague  (Mr.  PmcENBv)  has  shown, 
most  undeniably,  that  this  principle,  once  admit- 
ted, must  go  to  tbe  utter  subversion  of  Oovem- 
ment— the  principle  being,  that  whenever  an 
individual,  or,  by  stronger  reason,  a  number  of 
individnalx,  conceive  themselves  wiser  than  the 
Ckivernment,  more  able  to  discern,  or  more  will- 
ing to  pursue,  the  true  interest*  of  the  country, 
they  may  aasutoe  its  functions,  coonteract  it 
views  and  iotetfere  in  ita  most  important  opent- 


tions.  Why,  asked  Mr.  H.,  may  they  interfere  to 
make  peace?  Because  they  judge  peace  desira- 
ble. But  they  may  also  jud^e  war  desirable,  and 
upon  precisely  tbe  same  principle,  they  may,  in 
that  case,  interfere  to  make  war.  When,  under 
isaumed  a 
..  .  __  their  En- 
.  -, .,  addressed  themselves  directly  and  openly,  to 
a  foreign  Oovemment,  they  may  treat  with  tut 
Government  about  any  other  matter,  and  all  othet 
matters.  Under  this  pretence,  if  this  principle  be 
once  established,  any  discontented  faction,  under 
tbe  name  of  a  club,  a  patriotic  society,  a  revolu- 
tion society,  a  whig  club,  or  any  oiAr  name,  may 
usurp  the  most  eswntial  functions  of  Government 
in  their  own  country,  negotiate,  on  all  sorts  of 
subjects  witb  the  Oavemments  of  other  ci 

antfopen  e  direct  and  broad  road  for  the  •. 

of  that  foreign  influence  which,  with  equal  truth 
and  force,  has  been  characlerized  as  "  the  Angel' 
of  Destruction  to  Republican  Ooveraments." 

Leaving  this  principle,  therefore.conuoned  Mr. 
H.,  where  my  colleague  has  placed  it,  exposed  to 
view  in  all  its  nakedneaa  and  deformity,  as  viiiUe 
as  the  pillar  to  which  I  point,  I  will  proceed  tore- 
mark  on  the  connexion  between  tbis  mission  and 
tbe  system  and  views  of  France  towards  thu 
country ;  and  I  will  repeat  the  question,  what,  un- 
der such  circumstances,  must  have  been  the  object 
of  this  mission,  and  what  considerations  must  the 
Envoy,  supposing  him  or  his  employers  to  posseM 
common  senst  have  urged  to  the  Directory  in  or- 
der to  attain  tnal  object  1 

Could  tbis  mission,  he  would  ask,  have  arisen 
from  a  conviction  in  it*  authors  that  the  conduct 
of  France  towards  this  country  was  unjust  or  inju- 
rious, and  ought,  on  that  account,  to  be  altered  t 
No ;  for  in  that  case  the  zeal  which  gave  rise  to  the 
mission,  would  have  been  sooner  awakened,  and 
tbe  mission  itself  would  have  taken  place  as  koon 
as  that  conduct  had  been  reduced  to  a  regular  sys- 
tem, and  adhered  to  for  a  time.  Was  it  t^e  object 
of  the  mission  to  rescue  the  violated  rights  of  this 
country  from  further  outrage  T  No ;  for  it  was 
notorious  that  tbe  acts  whereby  this  violation  had 
been  effected,  so  far  from  rousing  the  indignation 
of  these  persons,  or  giving  rise  to  an  embassy  from 
them,  had  been  excused,  and  even  justified.  Wluit, 
then,  was  tbe  object  7  The  answer,  Mr.  H.  said, 
was  to  be  found  in  tbe  time  when  tbe  mission  waa 
sent.  France  had  pursued,  for  a  loog  time,  a  sys- 
tem of  hoslililv  and  aggression  towards  tbis  conn- 
try.  During  tni*  whole  time,  the  zeal  which  gava 
rise  to  this  mission  had  slept.  France  had  not 
only  refused  reparation  for  tbe  past  and  forbear- 
ance in  future,  but  had  spumed  at  our  remon- 
strances, slapt  the  door  in  tne  faces  of  our  Hini*> 
ters  of  peace,  and  finally  demanded  tribute  aa 
the  price  of  an  audience.  Still  this  leal  slept. 
At  length  the  spirit  of  the  country,  roused  by  theae 
repeated  injuries  and  insults,  comes  in  aid  of  tbt 
Government;  measures  of  preparation  and  resist- 
ance are  adopted,  and  a  universaL  indignatim 
hurstfonhagamsiFranceandheradherents,  Then 
this  sleeping  zeal  was  awakened— by  what  7  By 
the  dread  lest  this  puUic  spirit  and  indignatka 
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ahould  sirenj^then  ihe  hands  of  our  Government' 
and  arm  the  aatioii  agaiast  France,  and  strip  off 
all  popalarity  and  Miirei  from  the  iadiriduals  who 
were  devoted  lo  ner  interects,  and  expected  to 
flourish  under  her  patroDage.  How  was  this  evil 
to  be  arened'}  By  persuading  France  to  tread 
back  some  of  her  oflensive  steps ;  to  assume  a  line 
of  coaducl  something  less  courageous ;  to  hold 
oni  some  appearances  of  a  concilislory  spirit ;  in 
thori,  to  change  her  system  of  menace  and  blus- 
tering, for  an  insidious  system,  whereby  our  re- 
s«mimentE  might  be  disarmed,  and  our  spirit  of 
resistance  lulled  asleep.  How  was  France  to  be 
thus  persaaAd  1  By  a  mission,  which,  going 
tinder  the  sanction  and  with  the  credentials  of  ber 

Srtisans  here,  might  obtain  tbe  confidence  of  her 
ivemmenL    The  mission,  therefore,  was  sent. 

This,  Mr.  H.  uid,  he  took  to  be  a  true  history 
of  this  transaction  as  to  its  motives  and  objects. 
What,  he  would  now  ask,  must  have  been  the  ar- 
guments urged  to  the  Directory  in  order  to  insure 
Its  success? 

Could  any  reliance  have  been  placed  by  the  au- 
thors of  this  mission  on  an  appral  to  the  justice 
of  Prancel  Certainly  not,unien  they  weredown- 
right  blockheads.  And  that,  although  he  had  ne- 
TCT  thouffht  highly  of  the  understanding  of  tbe 
person  whom  he  supposed  to  have  been  the  prime 
mover  in  this  afiair,  yet  be  could  not  estimate  it 
•o  very  low  as  to  imagine  him  capable  of  talking 
■eriouely  about  justice  to  a  Oovernment  which 
had  toltl  as  plainly  "  that  it  cared  aolhing  about 
the  justice  of  our  complaints  or  our  cLaims;  tbat 
we  might,  indeed,  hare  just  cause  of  complaint, 
but  the  question  wasnol  about  justice  or  injustice, 
bat  whether  we  were  prepared  to  submit  on  the 
conditions  prescribed."  To  a  Government  hold- 
ing openly  this  language,  it  would  have  been  the 
Ust  stage  of  folly  lo  talk  about  justice,  with  any 
serious  expectation  of  being  listened  to.  The  ap- 
peal, therefore,  must,  be  conceived,  have  been  to 
the  policy,  the  interests,  of  the  Directory.  And  in 
what  language  would  this  appeal  be  madel  By 
what  topics  would  it  be  enforced  ?  He  imagined 
hy  such  as  these :  "  You  have,  it  is  true,  a  party 
in  America,  and  a  strong  one ;  but  not  sostron^a 
one  as  you  imaeioe  ;  and  much  of  the  force  which 
it  does  possenaepends  on  public  opinion,  and  the 
adherence  of  penons  not  fully  apprized  of  its 
riews.  Of  this  force  you  are  about  to  strip  it  by 
the  intemperate  violence  of  your  laie  conduct. 
You  overshoot  the  mark,  and  rouse  the  public 
indignation  against  yourselves  and  your  friends, 
whose  popularity  and  influence  you  wholly  de- 
stroy, thereby  breaking  their  strength,  and  thereby 
diaaUing  them  from  rendering  you  any  service 
in  future.  Therefore  slacken  your  hand  a  little. 
Assume  a  language  somewhat  more  complaisant, 
a  behaviour  somewhat  less  ofiensive.  Hold  out 
some  appearanee  of  an  amiable  and  conciliatory 
apirit.  You  need  not  repeal  your  decrees  against 
our  commerce,  but  abate  a  little,  and  for  a  time, 
fiom  the  rigor  of  their  execution.  Talk  about  calt- 
in|r '"  privateers ;  reltaae  a  few  seamen  and  a  ship 
or.  twn  now  and  then.  This  will  assuage  the  re- 
It  of  the  people,  nniierve  the  arm  of  the 


Government,  and  leave  you  at  leisure  to  prepare 
your  plans  for  execution  at  a  more  favorable  mo- 
ment. In  the  meantime,  we,  your  friends,  shall 
regain  our  influence,  or,  at  least,  preserve  what 
we  have  left,  and  may  render  you  good  service  in 
future.  After  your  war  with  England  is  at  an  end, 
we  may,  perhaps,  show  you  the  way  into  America, 
as  well  as  Citizen  Ocks  and  hit  friends  showeu 
you  the  way  into  Switzerland  as  soon  as  you  got 
the  Emperor  off  your  hands.  On  the  contrary, 
should  you  push  matters  to  extremities  now,  wbes 
the  national  spirit  is  roused  and  high,  a  war  must 
be  the  consequence,  and  that  will  overwhelm  yoa 
and  us,  as  far  as  respects  vour  influence  in  Ame- 
rica, in  one  common  rnin." 


This,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  supposed  must  have  been, 
and  he  verily  believed  was,  the  language  which  tbe 
person  employed  in  this  mission  was  intnistpd  to 
hold,  and  did  hold,  in  secret,  to  the  French  Gov- 
ernment  His  more  ostensible  communications,  if 
he  made  any,  as  was  said  to  be  the  case,  might 
have  been,  and  probably  Were,  more  cautious  Id 
their  eipressions,  and  more  guarded  in  their  sense; 
but'it  wason  these  considerations,  and  these  alone, 
that,  in  his  opinion,  any  reliance  was  placed  by 
the  authors  of  the  mission.  These,  he  had  no 
doubt,  were  the  substantial  perls  of  the  negotis- 
The  rest  was  mere  talk  and  ceremony — the 

r  thrown  ovei  the  real  design.  To  have  held 
other  language,  under  such  circumstances,  would, 
in  his  apprehension,  have  betrayed  a  degree  of  in- 
capacity of  ignorance,  and  of  childish  eimpiicity, 
of  whicD  he  could  not  suspect  the  contriver  of 
' '    missicH),  nor  even  the  agent  employed  in  it. 

im  very  sensible,  sir,  continued  Mr.  H.,  that 

the  gentleman  from  Virzinia,  (Mr.  Nicsolab,) 

may  again  tell  me,  a*  he  did  on  a  former  occasion, 

'.  in  reasoning  thus  I  set  up  my  own  undet- 

iding  as  a  measure  for  those  of  other  men,  aad 

everybody  guilty  of  i^Dorance  or  foUy  who 
differs  from  myself  in  opinion.  But  there  ate 
some  propositions  on  which,  such  is  their  fulness 
of  evidence,  it  is  impossible  for  the  mind  to  doubt, 
and  in  which  we  must  suppose  alt  men  of  common 
sense  to  agree ;  in  the  same  manner  as  every  man 
who  has  eye-sight  must  agree  that  the  sim  now 
shines ;  and  should  any  one  deny  it,  whatever  re- 
spect we  might  have  for  his  discernment  on  other 
occasions,  we  must  suppose  him  to  be  blind  upon 
this. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  was  ready  to  admit,  with  ths 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Oallatii^) 
that  the  embassv  in  question  bad  produced  no 
effect.  Of  this  he  was  well  aaanred,  for  he  be- 
lieved it  lo  be  a  very  weak  project,  not  calculated 
to  produce  any  effect  whatever.  The  small  ap- 
parent changes,  in  a  few  trifling  particulars,  which 
are  said  to  have  taken  place,  he  had  no  dov' 
were  to  be  ascribed,  not  to  the  representations 
this  Envoy,  but  to  tne  vigorous  measures  of  Gov- 
ernment, ike  firmneu  of  the  Executive,  and  the 
spirit  displayed  by  the  country  at  lar^.  It  was 
not  the  effect  of  Ihe  mission,  but  its  principles,  its 
nature,  and  its  tendency,  at  which  he  was  atarmed. 
He  wished  to  nip  this  most  dangerous  practice  in 
the  bud,  to  cut  up,  by  times,  this  plant  of  usnrpc- 
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cioa,  whicb,'if  infleTed  touke  root  and  Sou rish, 
must  sooD  destroy  the  Goveromeat  by  its  poisoD' 
oos  th«de.  Tbi*  wu  to  be  effected,  not  by  pun- 
ishing this  indifidiul,  which  be  believed  could 
not  be  done,  foi  he  koew  of  no  law  wherein  the 
case  wu  included,  but  by  makitic  •  law  to  pre- 
reni  such  miaihieTOuit  practices  in  future.  Aod 
when  we  know,  said  ne,  that  other  countries 
hare  been  ntineo  by  this  very  eogioe  of  a  factious 
iniercourae  between  their  turbulent  citizens  and 
the  French  OoTemmeat;  when  we  know  that  that 
Government  openly  arow*  it*  dsEermination  to 
encourage  laeh  intercoune,  to  protect  all  factions, 
all  malcmtenti,  all  insurgents,  in  all  countries; 
when  m  know,  in  fine,  that  this  iaiercourse  and 
her  consequent  proiecuon  of  domntic  factions, 
are  the  peat  engines  of  her  foreign  policy,  and 
tke  weapoBS  wherewith  «be  1ms  aUeady  prostra- 
ted so  many  wretched  counirieE;  when  we  know 
all  this,  shall  we  not  oppose  an  effectual  barrier 
against  this  terrible  plague  T  shsll  we  not  pass  a 
law  to  prevent  indiTiduals  from  ibu  transferring 
to  theuuelvei,  by  their  own  luiboriiy,  the  powers 
of  the  GoTemment,  which  they  may  afterwards 
use  for  placing  ibe  country  under  foreign  domin- 
ion .'  I  hove,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  we  shall  pass  this 
necessary  uw,  that  we  shall  courageously  meet 
this  new  and  forfoidable  danger.  To  do  so,  I 
know,  will  be  contrary  to  the  new  code  of  the 
rights  of  man,  according  to  which  an  handful  of 
individuals,  iweniy,  fifty,  or  one  hundred,  may 
assemUe,  call  ibemselvea  ''(he  people,"  and  as- 
stime,  at  once,  all  the  powers  of  Goremment  It 
irill,  I  know,  be  sinning  against  the  new  light. 
Bat  in  this  new  light  I  ant  not  a  believer.  I  *iill 
think  that  tha  majority  of  the  people,  by  their 
representatives  and  agents  legally  appointed,  ought 
to  rule,  and  that  all  mterferenee  wiib  their  fune- 
lion^  01  usurpations  of  their  authority,  by  self- 
appointed  indiTiduals,  or  self-constituted  bodies. 
are  dangerous  encroachments,  which  ought  to  be 
icstrmined  and  punished.  This,  I  am  sensible,  is 
an  old-fashioned  doctrine;  but  the  eiperienet  liad 
onder  the  new  system  does  not  seem  to  me  to 
speak  much  in  its  favor,  and  1  therefore  wish  to 
adherCi  cloeely  aod  steadfastly,  to  the  old  plan. 

Altkoagh,  therefore,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  was  ready 
to  acknowledin  this  embassy  to  have  been,  in 
itself,  a  very  sUly  afiair.jret  be  believed  that  if  the 
praeticewere  once  permitted,andtfaus  the  principle 
eaiabli^ied,  it  would  speedily  be  drawn  into  prece- 
dent, and  must  lead  to  the  total  subversion  of  the 
Govemmcni.  The  effects  of  such  a  principle,  re- 
duced to  practice,  had  already,  he  said,  made  them- 
selves ruffieienlly  manifest  m  several  nations  of 
Europe,  to  the  catalogue  of  which,  presented  by 
hii  colleague,  the  geodemaD  from  PeDunylvania 
Iwd  with  great  propriety  added  Switserlsnd. 
And  by  whom  were  (he  iohabitaots  of  that  beau- 
tifiil  and  happy  eouotry  delivered  up  to  pillage, 
slaughter,  and  a  foreign  yokel  By  whom  but  her 
own  pramgaie  sons,  who,  stimulated  by  a  hound- 
las  and  unimncipled  ambition,  chose,  rather  than 
not  rule:  to  nile  over  a  country  plundered  and 
rained,  and  to  hold  a  precarious  power  as  the 
aMenUeriscgcreaiattf  a  foreign  despotism  1  Are 


there  no  persons  of  this  description  among  usi 
none  who.  for  the  sake  of  authority,  would  con- 
sent to  obtain  it  by  foreign  aid,  and  hold  it  by  a 
foreign  tenorel  I  hope  in  God  that  there  are 
none;  but  I  know  of  no  reason  why  we  should 
be  hapiMer  in  this  respect  than  the  Swiss.  Surely 
we  have  not  less  reason  to  be  discontented  than 
they  had.  But  this  spirit,  a  soirit  of  usurpation, 
of  assumed  power,ana  of  revolt,  out  of  which  thi* 
particular  case  has  grown,  is  hor confined  to  (his 
or  that  country,  nor  to  this  or  that  form  of  GoT- 
emmeat  It  exists  more  or  less  in  all  countries  ' 
and  under  all  Governments,  however  just  and 
mild ;  for  in  all  countries  are  there  to  be  found 
restless,  discontented,  turbulent  individnals,  unsa^ 
isfied  with  the  portion  of  power  which  they  poe- 
sess,  or  can,  by  r^^lar  means,  obtain,  and  iber*- 
fore  disposed,  according  to  opportniiities  and  eii- 
cumstances,  to  use  irregular  means  for  the  attain- 
ment of  more.  This  spirit,  thus  univernl,  ha* 
committed  dreadful  ravage*  id  all  those  countriaa 
where  it  has  not  been  vigorously  resisted  and 
closely  restrained.  It  it  therefore  our  wisdom  to 
meet  It  on  the  ihreihold,  and  oppose  to  it  a  timely  - 
and  a  vigorous  resistance,  lest  it  destrov  na  bIml 
"  Obta  prutcipiu?'  is  a  wise  maxim  in 
stances  of  human  affairs,  especially  it 
of  Govemmcni.  When  a  cancer  has  shot  deep 
its  roots,  it  canaot  be  torn  out  without  destroying 
the  vital  parts.  A  timely  use  of  the  knife,  or  the 
caustic,  might  have  destroynl  it  ia  the  beginning 
without  danger  or  inconvenience.  This  cancer 
in  the  body  politic  has  but  just  made  its  appear- 
ance. Its  roots  are  yet  short  and  feeble.  The 
froposed  Uw  is  the  caustic  and  the  knife,  which 
hope  to  see  applied  with  a  firm  and  steady  hand 
ere  the  evil  spread  and  grow  more  inveterate. 
Otherwise  itcertsinlf  will  spread,  and  destroy  the 
body  politic,  perhaps  in  less  time  than  any  one 
now  apprehend*. 

The  House  iadeed  had  been  told,  Mr.  H.  said, 
that  they  ou^i  to  reject  the  proposed  resolution, 
because  of  some  defects  in  it*  form  of  expression,  ■ 
which,  howerer,  would  be  found  in  no  degree  to 
affect  the  principle  whereon  the  resolution  was 
founded.  Objections  of  this  kind  are  never  proper 
except  to  a  bill  on  iu  third  reading,  when,  being 
no  longer  open  to  am«idment,it  must  be  rejected  hf 
those  who  cannot  agree  to  its  particular  provisions; 
but  such  objections  were  wholly  inadmissible, when 
urged  against  a  resolution  which  must  passthronah 
various  subsequent  stages,  where  all  those  small  de- 
fects may  beaminded.  In  this  first  stage  nothing 
but  the  )»iaciple  ought  to  be  in  question,  and  it 
was  the  principle  alone  for  which  he  contended. 

As  little  regard,  he  said,  was  due  to  what  had 
been  said  respecting  the  intention  with  which  an 
interference  of  ibis  kind  must  be  made.  Tbe  gea-i 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  GALi.ATiH)had 
said  that  the  imfMopriety  of  acts  like  this  must  dft-: 

Eiud  on  the  intention  with  which  they  were  don» 
ut  how  were  men's  intentions  to  be  ju<%ed  of,  but 
from  their  actional  Mi^ht  they  not  sometimea 
think  their  projects  beneficial,  when  they  were,  is. 
fact,  ofamosl  m isc hie vons tendency  1  And  if  tht 
principle  were  once  admitted,  how  would  the  iit- 
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tentions  of  ihoae  who  mighl  pmetice  on  it  be  ascer- 
tainedl  The  principle,  in  fact,  was  eTeryibing; 
«Dd  this  principle  the  geollenian  from  PennsyUa- 
nia  had  been  too  prudent  lo  defend.  He  bad,  on 
the  cODirarjr.eodeav'ored  to  call  av&y  the  attention 
of  theHouseTrom  the  true  principle  to  some  tiifling 
dMaib  of  the  resolution.  In  this  he  acted  wisely. 
But  Ihe  ^enlLeman  from  Virginia  rMr.  Nicbolab,) 
loss  cautious,  had  spoken  out  wilhnisusual  candor, 
and  asserted  that  the  practice  was  proper,  the  prin- 
ciple justifiable  and  that  be  himself  should  glory 
in  having  acted  in  the  same  manner.  This,  laid 
Hr.  H.,  is  a  candor  which  !  admire,  for  I  like 
the  man  who  tells  plainly  what  he  aims  at,  and 
what  be  means.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has 
declared  it  honorable  and  proper  for  any  indivi- 
dual, or  set  of  indiTiduaU,  wno  believe  themselves 
more  fit  than  the  Government  for  conducting  the 
foreign  relations  of  the  country,  to  take  the  busi- 
nesa  into  their  hands,  and  adopt  such  measures  as 
they  may  deem  proper  for  obtaining  peace:  or,  by 
«  neceasasy  consequence,  for  accomplishing  any 
other  national  objects  which  they  may  think  bene- 
ficial. This  principle,  so  utterly  subversive  of  all 
regular  Oovernment,  has  been  so  fully  exposed  by 
my  colleagae  (Mr.  PiHCKHBr)  that  it  is  nnneces- 
•ary  to  say  anything  more  on  the  subject.  But  I 
request  the  House  to  bear  it  in  mind,  when  they 
come  to  a  decision  on  this  subject,  that  this  princi- 
ple has  been  justiAed  and  even  extolled  by  one  of 
the  most  respectable  members  on  this  floor.  Little 
petty  insurgents,  the  mere  journeymen  of  sedition, 
who  now  and  then  peep  out  of  their  houses  to 
•earch  for  mischief,  and  tnen  shrink  back  to  escape 
from  puoishinent,exciiemoreeon  tempt  thandread; 
t>Dt  when  principles  utterly  subversive  of  all  law, 
order,  and  Oovernment,  are  openly  avowed  and 
preached  up  by  men  of  character,  station,  and  in- 
fluence in  the  cuuniry,  then  it  is  that  we  ought 
lo  be  alarmed,  and  to  prepare  for  opposing  their 
■ebemes  with  energy. 

I  am  very  sensible,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  all  this 
will  be  treated,  by  some  gentlemen,  as  mere  emp- 
ty declamation,  the  mere  wandertogs  of  a  healed 
imagination.  Thishasheretoforebeenlhecasewith 
me,  and  it  is  thus  that  have  always  been  treated, 
tiy  tome  descriptions  of  men,  those  warning  voices, 
for  neglecting  to  listen  lo  which,  snme  other  coun- 
Iriet  are  now  plunged  in  irretrievable  ruin.  To 
me  these  con  slue  rat  lOos  appear  to  be  the  most  im- 
portant truths,  on  oar  attention  to  which  the  pre- 
■ervation  of  this  Oovernment,  and  the  safety  of 
this  country,  in  a  sreat  measure,  depend.  It  is 
from  this  quarter,  from  the  introduction  of  foreign 
inSuence,  througn  the  medium  of  domestic  fac- 
(ion,  that  republican  Qorernmenis  are  especially 
menaced  with  destruction.  Monarchies,  despot- 
iams,  aristocracies,  which,  for  the  most  part,  de- 
pend on  the  support  of  a  few,  may  be  subverted 
by  foreign  force,  but  popular  Governments,  unless 
quite  contemptible,  in  point  of  extent,  cannot  be 
•nbverted  without  the  aid  of  internal  division. 
This  division  is  effected  by  means  of  foreign  in- 
fluence, which  mutually  supports,  and  is  support- 
ed by,  domestic  faction ;  therefore,  everylhinK  that 
tends,  however  remotely,  to  facilitate  the  aluanca 


between  those  two  deadly  foes,  is  most  carefully 
to  be  guarded  against.  What  Bonaparte  said  la 
the  Italians,  after  be  had  subdued  and  plundered 
them,  by  means  of  ihe  divisions  excitea  by  him- 
self, is  a  most  important  lesson  for  all  Republics: 
'-  While  a  nation,"  said  he,  "  is  armed,  united,  and 
disposed  to  defend  itself,  it  is  always  invincible." 
Let  us  Weil  reflect  upon  this  all- important  lesson, 
and  oppose  on  the  threshold,  by  adopting  the  rea- 
olution  now  on  the  table,  the  first  beginnings  of 
this  fatal  alliance  between  foreign  infiuence  and 
domestic  faction  ;  this  prolific  germ  of  intesline 
division,  which,  if  suffered  to  grow,  will  soon  pro- 
duce the  bitterest  fruits  to  this  country. 

Mr.  QALt,ATiN  observed,  that  the  gentleinBD 
from  South  Carolina,  and  the  sentleman  from 
C^innecticut,  had  both  found  fault  with  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  had  discussed  this  question  ;  that 
he  bad  objected  to  the  detail  of  the  resolution,  ia- 
Btead  of  attending  to  its  principle;  and  that  the 
adopting  of  this  resolution  would  be  only  adopt- 
ing a  general  principle,  which  might  hereafter  be 
modified.  The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had 
been  [^eased  to  sav  that  be  (Mr.  Q.)  was  old  enough 
in  legislation  to  Know  this.  Mr.  G.  said,  be  was 
old  enough  to  know  that  when  the  principle  of  an 
original  proposition  was  vagu^  the  bill  which 
was  founded  upon  it  was  also  vague,  and  nine 
times  out  of  ten  copied  verbatim. 

As  an  instance  of  this,  Mr.  O.  mentioned  Ihe 
sedition  bill,  which  was  also  introduced  into  the- 
House  as  a  measure  of  defence.  The  same  com- 
plaint was  then  made  against  the  original  propo- 
sition, which  is  now  made  against  this;  ana  it 
was  said  then,  as  it  is  said  now,  that  when  the 
bLl  came  iOj  the  object  would  be  more  defined, 
yet  the  section  of  that  bill  which  is  thought  to  in- 
fringe the  liberty  of  the  press,  is  as  liable  to  mis- 
construction as  the  present  resolution.  Gentle- 
men have  admitted  the  validity  of  the  objec- 
tion which  he  had  made  to  the  want  of  precision 
in  this  resolution,  yet  they  will  not  make  it  more 
precise.  We  are  told  that,  when  an  individual 
carries  on  a  negoiiatiun  with  a  foreign  Gtovera- 
ment,  it  is  an  usurpation  of  the  Executive  power, 
yet  the  word  used  is  corregpond,  uti  not  tugolialef 
and  when  they  are  told  that  what  an  unauthorized 
individual  does  cannot  bind  a  nation,  they  are  si- 
lent,  but  still  say  our  arguments  are  vague.  If, 
said  Mr.  G..  as  gentlemen  assert,  there  is  what 
they  call  a  French  party  in  this  country,  and  it  is 
the  object  of  this  resolution  to  prevent  them  from 
carrying  on  negotiations  with  the  French  Repub- 
lic for  subverting  the  Government,  let  them  come 
forward  openly  on  this  ground,  instead  of  pro- 
ducing a  resolution  perfectly  vague  and  ancer- 

As  to  the  arguments  of  both  gentlemen,  he  was 
at  a  loss  how  to  set  about  answering  them ;  for 
when,  without  paying  any  regard  to  fact,  gentle- 
men deal  boldly  in  assertion,  it  ie  very  difficult  to 
make  them  a  reply.  He  was  not  surprised  thai 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  took  the 
ground  he  did.  The  mover  of  this  resolution  de- 
clared, in  making  it,  be  had  no  reference  to  a  r«- 
cani  ercni ;  but  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
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liiM  assens  thkt  he  did  mexn  to  refer  to  it;  and 
be  may  certainly  do  to,  without  ruDoiog  the  risk 
of  being-  COD  trad  icted,  aa  the  House  ia  at  prcMiit 
mueqaainted  with  any  facii  relative  to  this  suh- 
jeei.  So  far,  Mr.  Q.  said,  as  h«  coald  credit  the 
reports  «iid  letters  which  he  had  aeen  primed  in 
the  uewspftpen,  it  appeared  that  tbe  measures 
which  had  lately  been  taken  by  the  French  Got- 
emment,  and  woicb  be  h>d  heard  aseriW  to  the 
ageney  of  a  certain  geatlsmaa  lately  in  France, 
bad  takes  place  before  his  arrival  there. 

[Mi.  .HAnrEH  laid,  he  did  not  speak  of  any  ef- 
fects produced  by  the  agency  to  wnich  be  bad  re- 
ferred; be  did  not  believe  any  bad  been  produced. 
It  was  against  tbe  principle  which  bespoke.] 

Mr.  G.  believed  the  gentleman  was  laiher  at  a 
1<M9  on  this  subject;  for,  if  mneb  effect iiascijbed 
to  the  Interference  of  thiti  indiTidual,  gentlemen 
get  into  the  difficulty  in  which  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  seems  to  be,  as  ii  would  ibeu 
appear  thai  peace  might  have  been  made  by  our. 
ExccntiTe }  and  if  no  effect  was  produced,  iben 
there  ia  no  ground  of  complaint. 

Tb«  pnUeman  from  South  Carolina  says  it  is 
incredible,  that  an  individual,  unknown  twenty 
miles  from  Philadelphia,  could  efiect  a  change  in 
the  measum  of  tbe  French  Oovernment,  and 
that-  therefore,  he  must  have  received  credentials 
from  other  penons:  that  he  must  have  been  the 
■gent  of  a  eertuo  faction,  and  he  goes  on  to  say 
that  th«  French  depended  upon  the  force  of  that 
faction,  which  natatally  led  him  to  the  conversa' 
tion  wnich  he  suppoted  this  agent  woald  use  at 
Paris;  sDch  as,  "Your  conduct  has  been  impoli- 
tic ;  you  have  alarmed  the  American  nation,  and 
unlew  yoa  ameliorate  your  measure*,  your  cause 
and  our  party  will  be  involved  in 


A*  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina- meant 
these  renwrks  to  apply  to  him,  and  others  who 
happen  to  difier  with  thai  K'nileman  on  certain 
political  subjects,  he  hoped  ne  should  be  permit- 
led  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  that  gentleman, 
«)  far  as  related  to  the  views  and  motives  of  the 
party  to  which  he  wa*  supposed  to  belong.  But 
he  would  certainly  bejnstified  in  taking  for  grant- 
ed the  confessitHi  of  that  gentleman  of  tbe  real 
object  of  his  own  party.  It  teemed,  then,  that,  in 
their  own  opiniiH),  the  only  way  by  which  this 
gentlemaa's  party  eoald  overwhdna  their  oppqs- 
ers,  was  tfaroogb  the  medium  of  a  war ;  and  the 
Dbject  of  this  resolution  was  evidently  lo  raise  a 
clamor  about  foreign  afiairs,  and  to  coonecl  what 
the  gentleman  is  pleased  to  call  the  French  parly 
in  this  country,  with  the  French  Ooveroment ; 
and  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  deserves 
credit  for  having  shown,  by  hii  argaments,  that 
this  was  the  intention  of  ibi*  proposition. 

It  is  true,  said  Mr.  O.,  that  it  would  have  been 
extremely  diffictilt  for  a  eeriaio  party  (whom  he 
certainly  woatd  itot  call  a  faction)  to  get  a  num- 
ber of  measa  res  adopted,  tbe  tendency  of  which 
is  to  crash  all  the  rest  of  the  nation  who  do  not 
agree  with  thent  in  opiiuon,  except  through  tbe 
medium  of  a  war.  They  luiow  that  even  a  war 
mold  BOI  be  nffieient ;  Uial  |he  only  way  woald 


be  to  establish  an  opioioa  that  one-balf  of  the 
American  people  are  in  league  with  France,  and 
ready  to  support  her  cause  by  force  of  arms.  It 
was  only  by  raising  such  a.  clamor  in  the  country 
as  tbia,  that  they  could  hope  to  get  such  meas- 
ures as  the  aliea  and  sedition  laws  approved  by 
the  people  of  the  United  Stales,  or  to  believe  that 
a  standing  a-naj  was  necessary,  not  to  repel  so  in- 
vasion, but,  as  It  is  now  confessed,  for  the  crush- 
ing of  a  faction  at  home.  * 

As  to  the  assertion  of  gentlemen  of  the  party 
to  which  he  slladed,  that  the  party  in  opposition 
to  tfaem  bad  sent  a  certain  gemleman  to' France, 
so  long  as  they  deal  only  in  artserlion,  he  supposed 
It  ttnnecessary  to  notice  it.  He  believed  the  fact 
not  to  be  true.  He  believed  tbe  individual,  said 
to  have  been  sent,  went  of  his  own  accord.  So 
far  as  his  kcowiedge  went,  he  knew  it  to  be  a 
fact.  He  knew  of  no  individual  from  whom  he 
received  instruction.  If  there  are  such,  the  geo- 
tleman  from  South  Caroliaa  ought  to  bring  them 
to  view,  instead  of  making  general  asaertiont^ 
which  can  have  no  object  except  to  calumniate 
certain  Individuals. 

In  the  course  of  bis  remarks,  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina — though  he  could  not  see 
bow  he  connected  his  observations  with  the  reso- 
lution under  consideration — menticfned  certain 
modern  doctrines,  to  which  be  is  not  a  convert, 
vii :  that  twenty  or  one  hundred  persons  may  as- 
semble, and  exercise  any  anthoritv  Ibey  please, 
dbc.  Mr.  O.  wished  to  know  by  wnom,  or  where, 
and  at  what  time,  a  doctrine  of  this  kind  had  been 
su[)ported.  That  persona  have  thought  tfaey  had 
a  right  to  petition,  if  they  were  only  twenty  in 
nnmber,  and  lo  communicate  with  Others  for  their 
co-operation,  and  to  lay  their  petitions  so  framed 
before  Congress,  be  knew,  but  he  did  not  consider 
this  as  a  modern  doctrine.  There  appeared  to 
him  to  be  two  modern  doctrines  in  the  world,  and 
to  one  of  the  two  the  gentleman  from  Soath  Ca- 
rolina appeared  to  be  a  disciple.  In  one  country 
we  have  seen  the  doctrine  supported  of  taking  a 
part  of  tbe  community  for  the  sovereign  people, 
who  have  a  right  to  aictale  and  govern.  How 
far  these  principles  are  now  supported  in  any  pan 
of  tbe  globe,  he  would  not  sa^.  Bnt  be  would 
'asist  that  it  never  bad  been  either  advocated  or 
lupported  in  this  coantry.  The  otherj  to  which 
le  supposed  the  eentleraan  a  disciple,  is,  that  be- 
:ause  liberty  has  oeen  abused,  or^  under  the  name 
of  liberty,  licentiousness  and  injustice  have  been 
practised  in  b  part  of  Europe,  the  old  maxims  of 
liberty  and  republicanism,  which  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  our  Revoltiiion  and  of  both  our  Gleneral 
and  State  Constitutions  and  Oovernmenls.  are  to 
be  laid  aside,  at  least  for  a  while.  It  is  the  doc- 
trine of  alarm— a  doctrine  which  has  bees  preach- 
ed up  by  gentlemen  of  great  abilities  in  another 
country,  and  repeatedly  re-echoed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  on  this  floor. 

In  some  things,  however,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  is  mistaken  in  fact.  He  says  tbe 
modern  system  of  Europe  is,  to  transfer  alt  power 
from  the  regular  authority  to  mobs  and  dema- 
gog«ea }  and  though  be  draws  no  conclusions  u 
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applicable  to  this  couotry.  they  naturatly  are,  that 
all  ihose  wbo  are  opposea  [□  (he  exiensioa  of  Ex- 
ecutive autbority  here  are  the  mob,  the  dema- 
Sogues,  who  are  to  derive  power  from  its  over- 
irow.  This  is  not  the  fact.  The  present  sys- 
tem seems  to  be  to  concentrate  all  power  in  the 
Executive,  and  support  that  power  by  a  mili- 
tary force.  This  appears  to  be  the  conduct  of 
France,  to  whom  the  gentlemaa  meant  to  allude. 
But  how  it  can  be  supposed,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  we, 
who  oppose  00  every  occasion  the  undue  enlarge- 
ment of  Executive  power — who  are  not  afraid 
that  every  act  of  an  individual  disagree  able  (to 
the  Executive  will  overturn  the  Government, 
sttonld  be  advocates  of  ihii  system,  is  estraor- 

The  gentleman  also  supposes  that  we  ought  not 
to  hope  to  be  more  happy  than  Switzerland  or  Hol- 
land, and  that  therefore  it  is  as  likely  that  a  party 
should  exist  here  willing  and  desirous  to  overturn 
our  Government  as  that  such  a  party  should  have 
existed  in  those  countries.  In  order  to  have  had 
his  position  correct,  the  gentleman  onght  to  have 
shown  the  similarity  between  the  situation  of  those 
countries  and  this.  With  respect  to  Holland,  the 
gentleman  miut  know  that  Iheii  old  Groveromeot 
was  forced  upon  them  by  the  armies  of  Prussia, 
so  that  every  allusion  to  that  country  went  to 
^rove  that  both  parties  there,  the  Government  and 
the  Republican  parties,  had  called  in  foieien  aid. 
Was  that  Government  forced  upon  them  by  oon- 

Suest,  and  which  a  new  conquest  had  overturned 
le  Government  of  the  choice  of  the  people  1  He 
ought  also  to  have  shown  that  an  iuconsidentblc 
part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Swiberland  were  ex- 
clusivelv  possessed  of  hereditary  power,  and,  con- 
sequently, that  those  who  were  forever  excluded 
from  holding  any  office  of  honor  or  trust,  would 
not  be  well  satisfied  under  the  deprivation.  It 
was  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  persons  thtu 
situated  should  have  sought  foreign  aid  to  over- 
turn a  system  by  which  they  were  oppressed.  The 
democratic  cantons,  however^  which  enjoyed 
equal  Government,  opposed  invasion  with  all 
their  force,  and  were  conquered  only  by  superior 
force. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  had  followed,  perhaps  not  very 
properly,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
through  his  various  assertions.  He  should  have 
been  glad  to  have  avoided  any  insinuations  of 
party  motives;  but  if  motions  are  laid  upon  the 
table  to  bring  about  again  and  again  declamations 
such  as  have  been  heard,  full  ot  the  grossest  in- 
sinuations, all  that  he  coiilU  say  was,  that  he  would 
be  ready  to  repel  them.  If  it  was  the  inter*''" 
of  gentlemen  constantly  to  make  it  appear  w 
a  divided  people,  he  was  not  willing  to  stand  mute 
as  a  mark  to  be  shot  at.  He  would  attack  them, 
in  his  turn,  as  to  their  motives  and  principles;  he 
would  carry  war  into  their  own  territory,  and  op- 
pose them  on  their  own  ground. 

Mr.  NicHDLAB  apologized  for  again  troubling 
the  House,  but  the  notice  which  had  been  taken 
of  what  had  fallen  from  him  made  it  necessary. 
He  bad  been  charged  with  advocatiog  princi[des 
destructive  of  republican  Goveromeiiti.as  laak- 


allii 


the 


violent  and  wicked  attack 
Government  of  this  country,  and  upon 
der  aod  happtness.  Mr.  N.  said,  he  was  astonish- 
ed that  geotlemen  should  not  have  remarked  the 
difference  between  ibe  case  which  he  had  staled 
and  those  which  they  have  stated  ;  and  how  much 
they  bring  into  question  the  principles  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, to  make  an  effort  (o  procure  peace  fn 
the  country  an  usurpation  of  the  Elxecutive  an- 
thority,  by  making  it  as  criminal  to  procure  peace 
for  the  country  as  to  bring  war  upon  itj-it  would  ap- 
pear as  if  the  Goverooieot  had  been  forc«d  into  t 
peace  which  they  did  not  want.  Can  fteace,  ask- 
ed Mr.  N.,  bo  made  without  the  concurrence  of 
Government  f  Certainly  not ;  therefore,  the  only 
possible  evil  which  could  arise  to  the  Qovemment 
from  the  interference  of  individaats  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  peace  to  the  country  would  be, 
-'    -  ■-     -•-''<■       .  '  ^jaj(  ju 

Vrat  and  obvious  difference  between  an  attempt 
to  procure  peace  for  the  country,  and  an  attempt 
to  procure  war  for  it,  is,  that  peace  cannot  be 
made  without  the  consent  of  our  Gtovemment,  but 
that  war  may.  It  is  not  possible,  said  Mr.  N., 
that  a  majority  of  Congress  may  have  interests 
distinct  from  our  aonstituenis — an  interest  whieli 
they  dare  not  avow — which  may  iadtice  them  lo 
vfish  for  war.  And  if  such  a  war  could  be  avert- 
ed by  any  innocent  means,  ibe  people  would  hare 
cause  to  rejoice  at  the  event.  But  it  had  been 
said  that  the  people  of  America  would  not  give  a 
cordial  reception  to  any  citizen  who  should  he  the 
means  of  procuring  peace  for  his  country  by  hit 
individual  exertions;  that  they  would  noticctpl 
of  peace  oo  such  terms;  that  the  people  of  Am»- 
rica  wished  rather  for  war  than  a  peace  so  proctir- 
ed.    Mr.  N.  did  not  think  this  opinion  correct. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Hia- 
pbk)  had  taken  different  grotmds  from  any  otbn 
gentleman.  He  points  at  a  particular  case  whi^ 
IS  said  to  have  taken  place.  It  would  have  been 
well  if  that  gentleman  had  attended  to  what  kad 
been  said  relalive  to  that  case,  which  was,  thai 
baring  do  information  before  the  House,  no  one 
could  be  said  to  uoderstoad  it;  that  it  coold  not 
be  said  that  it  had  produced  either  good  or  bad 
effects;  aod,  not  knowing  anything  about  ic,iba 
House  could  not  be  prepared  to  act  upon  it.  But 
thft  gentleman  can  always  dive  to  the  bottom  of 
everything  at  once.  He  has  found  a  clue  to  ihii 
business.  He  has  traced  it  to  a  set  of  meo,  (at 
least  as  respectable  as  himself,)  and  made  it  to 
consist  of  a  system  of  treachery  such  as  his  ima- 
Ktnation  delights  to  conjure  up.  Heretofore,  said 
Mr.  N.,  these  extravagances  have  pasted  unanswer- 
ed by  me,  because  1  believed  that  no  man  besides 
the  labiicator  of  them  could  for  a  moment  givB 
credit  lo  such  stories.  These  insinuations,  how- 
ever, mav  have  found  credit;  he  believed  they 
had.  At  least,  they  have  been  propagated  by  mfli 
whose  views  they  answered.  Unfottunaielj'i 
however,  for  the  gentleman  from  South  Catolina, 
said  Mr.'N.,  there  is  one  citcumsunee  which  rea- 
ders it  impossible  that  his  siatemeniarfactsghoaU 
beuu«.     We  are  come  to  the  crisis  when  iheiBO- 
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iiM  wbieli  the  gentkouD  speaks  of  (if  inch  an 
on«  exists)  oogbit  to  make  ase  of  tbe  frnita  of  the 
lau  aeenej,  (as  tkc  chooses  to  leiin  it,)  but  no  use 
is  maaeof  them.  Aod  surelf,  if  a  faction  employ 
u  i^Dt  to  negotiate  with  a  foreiim  QovemmeDt, 
iliey  will  not  do  it  for  DoihinK-  Yet  this  appears 
la  De  the  ease,  according  to  that  ^ntleman. 

Sas  the  gentleman  found  any  member  of  this 
House  ad  rising  as  to  lar  aside  out  arms,  and  take 
a  difieieni  titnation  from  tbat  in  which  we  af 

Ewni  stand  ?  '  He  beliered  not.  During  the 
■essign,  a  great  maQf  things  were  done 
which  were  tbonght  by  many  to  be  nnneceuary 
ud  improper ;  but  all  were  agreed  that  we  ought 
ts  t«  prepared  for  defending  oureelTes.  Now,  said 
Ut.  N.  lei  the  gentleman  from  South  CaroliiM 
M  his  own  nnMrstandiiig,  and  say  how  this  con- 
doei  of  gentlemen  can  M  reconciled  1  That  a 
party  should  send  a  person  to  France,  to  get  things 
pot  iato  a  certain  train,  and  then  make  no  nse  of 
the  effects  produced  ;  that  when  tfaejr  had  nothing 
to  do  bat  make  a  disposition  of  the  buiinesa,  they 
abudoa  it  altogeiha !  The  gentleman  from  South 
Cataliaa  has  so  lon<  indulged  himself  in  themes 
of  this  kind,  that  they  must  cease  to  have  effeet 
upoa  the  minds  of  the  most  credulous.  The  only 
proof  which  he  has  adduced  in  snpport  of  his  as- 
xnion.  thai  a  certain  gentlemaD  who  lately  re- 
tDrned  from  France  was  the  agent  of  a  parly,  is, 
that  an  indiridual  would  never  have  engaged  in 
so  foolish  a  thing  ;  that  it  would  have  been  an  act 
of  msdnne  in  an  iodiridual;  aod  yet  he  supposes 
a  colkeiioo  of  indiriduals  would  be  more  capable 
of  Ibis  mad  act !  That  the  person  alluded  lo  is 
onl)'  Gi  for  journey-work,  and  not  so  fit  to  under- 
take in  act  of  extreme  folly,  as  men  of  superior 
ondeatudings ! 

The  notlmiaii  allows  that  there  hare  been  fa- 
DUes  in  a  certain  religions  persuasion  who  have 
goce  gieit  leogtba  in  order  to  procure  peace  for 
mnieDdiDg  nations.  How  did  that  gentleman 
bow  that  the  religious  principles  of  that  society 
■uy  not  have  had  some  effect  in  a  late  transaction. 
The  seDileman  concerned  was  educated  a  Qnaker, 
ud  althoBgh  he  did  not  now  conform  to  their 
habits,  he  may  still  retain  principles  peculiar  to 
ihat  (Nt,  which  had  been  early  instilled  in  his 

It  had  been  paid  that  the  French  Oovernment 
hasdedtied  that  thev  have  a  party  in  this  coDu- 
<ry.  Ht.N.  denied  that  he  had  any  knowledgeof 
mch  a  deelantioD.  The  onl^  thing  of  the  kind 
wbieh  he  heard  of,  was  laid  by  Mr.  X,  who 
neier  pretended  to  be  an  agent  of  the  French  Oo- 


Ht.  N.  denied  that  the  outra^  of  the  French 
Gsremment  bad  ever  been  jnatified  by  the  friendt 
of  peace  in  this  House :  and.  if  he  nnderstood 
vhat  had  taken  place  in  France  of  a  favorable 
nature  lo  this  country,  he  believed  no  measure 
complained  of  at  the  last  session  had  been  ainee 
^wged ;  but  that  the  relaxation  which  had  taken 
pttce  Tclated  to  measares  adopted  after  that  tiioe, 
»ad.  of  eonrse.  unknown  to  Congress  at  their  laat 

KStlqn. 

from  South  CarttliiM  had  called 


alluded  to,  foolish,  weak,  and  tnef- 
fecnal,  because  no  persoacould  produce  a  change 
in  the  conduct  of  the  French  Government.  Mr.  N. 
differed  in  opinion  from  that  gentleman.  He  be- 
lieved, in  most  instances,  the  efforts  of  an  individ- 
ual  must  have  been  weak  and  foolish,  and  brought 
shame  and  disgrace  upon  the  person  who  nnder- 
look  them ;  but,  he  Mlieved,  if  ever  there  was  a  ' 
case  in  which  an  individual  might  be  serviceable 
in  restoring  peace  lo  two  countries,  it  isthenree- 
euL  Is  it  not  notorious,  said  Mr.  N.,  that  it  the 
French  hare  enemies  in  this  conntry,  they  have 
been  eootinaalty  playing  into  their  hands,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  dispute  between  this  coun- 
try and  that  1  He  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  himself  whether  he  bad  not  r» 
ceived  more  support  in  his  favorite  objects,  from 
Che  conduct  of  France,  than  from  anything  elsef 
Their  system  bad  all  along  been  calculated  to  pro- 
duce a  total  dependence  in  this  country  upon  the 
enemies  of  France.  If  this  was  to,  the  French 
were  playing  the  most  unnatural  and  foolish  game 
tbat  ever  was  nlayed  by  any  country.  It  ought  to 
have  been  in  the  power  of  a  child  to  have  ilTumi- 
natol  Prance  on  this  subject.  He  asked  whethef 
the  outrages  of  the  French  Qovemment  had  not 
been  received  in  ibis  countrv  with  trimnph  and 
exultation  T  He  knew  they  dad,  and  he  had  seen 
them  made  the  foundation  of  darling  measttree  in 
this  House.  This  being  the  case,  said  Mr.  N.,  waa 
it  not  in  the  power  of  an  individual  to  say  to  per- 
sons in  power  in  that  country,  "  yon  are  aeiiiig 
very  unwisely  ;  yon  are  losing  all  your  friends  in 
America  ;  as  to  supposing  you  have  a  JMrty  in 
that  conntry  who  would  be  ready  lo  join  your 
standard,  were  you  to  hoist  ii  there,  it  is  nonsense  t 
but  you  are  establishing  a  national  hatred  therO, 
which  will  throw  weight  into  the  scale  of  yoor 
enemy."  Wonld  not  a  conduct  of  this  kind  have 
appeared  proper  to  a  person  of  the  commoDeel  im- 
derstanding,  and  much  more  so  to  the  genllemaa 
alluded  to,.and  such  a  representation  could  have 
produced  none  but  a  good  effect.  Without  know- 
ing anydiing  of  the  mission  of  this  gentleman  (for 
be  bad  left  Philadelphia  a  montb  Itefore  it  look 

Elace)  he  did  believe  that  obeervations  of  this 
ind  nad  occurred  to  that  gentleman  'as  likely  to 
produce  a  good  effect,  as  they  had  occurred  M 
thousands  beside  in  this  country,  and  they  wet« 
observations  which  an  American  had  a  right,  and 
which  be  might  conceive  ii  to  be  his  duty  to  make, 
and  which  must  have  had  thelt  effect  upon  the 
French  Oovernment. 
Mr.  N.  had  heard  a  arreat  deal  about  subjogs- 
The  gentleman  trom  F      ■    "  — 


South  Carol  in 
expressed  an  opinion  that,  white  the  people  under 
a  popular  GoTernment  remain  united,  they  cannot 
be  conquered  by  force.  He  would  himself  ^  fur* 
ther,  and  declare  it  to  be  his  opinioDj  and  it  wa* 
founded  npon  a  knowledge  of  the  disposition  of 
men  who  think  your  Government  have  done  ex- 
tremely bad  acts,  that,  so  long  as  the  people  are 
not  actually  oppressed,  and  they  can  see  in  thesr 
Oovernment  the  seeds  of  conection,  no  atlemptat 
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those  who  ate  the  moat  dissaiisfied  wilh  some  of 
the  measures  of  Gorernment,  who  would  not  fight 
as  soon  against  tbe  Preach  as  against  any  other 
nation  that  injured  them.  He  beliered  there  is  a 
perfect  unaaimity  in  this  respect.  Let  the  Got- 
ernmCDl,  therefore,  said  b^  lake  care  not  to  infuse 
dissatisfacIioQ  into  the  minds  of  these  people,  by 
'  carrying  things  with  too  high  a.  hand,  by  oppress- 
ing one  part  of  the  people  to  benefit  another.  Mr. 
N.  believed  that  the  genilemaa  from  South  CarO' 
Una  would  not  have  been  witliag  to  have  lived 
under  any  of  the  old  Governments,  the  overtwn- 
iog  of  wnich  he  so  feelingly  deplored.  Is  it,  said 
he,  the  fault  of  the  people  that  Ihey  live  under  bad 
Governments;  or,  because  they  are  bad,  are  they 
sever  to  be  changed  7  Are  people  who  ate  bound 
down  by  ihe  chains  of  tyranny,  for  ever  to  remain 
so?  And,  was  it  right  or  just  to  charge  the  vio- 
lence and  blood,  which  too  generally  attend  revo- 
lutions, upon  the  people  who  have  been  oppressed, 
instead  of  their  oppressors  ?  Surely  not.  The 
evils  must  be  deplored,  but  they  ooght  to  be  charged 
to  the  proper  account. 

Mr.  N.  believed  more  evil  was  to  be  apprehend' 
ed  in  this  country  from  ihe  votaries  of  despotism, 
than  from  the  votaries  of  France.  Gentlemen 
are  constantly  telling  tbe  world  that  nothing 
ought  to  be  done,  no  sentiment  offered,  in  opposi- 
tion to  regular  Government.  Why'!  because  it 
produces  divisions  in  a  country.  And  this  is  not 
only  the  language  held  here,  but  it  is  held  in 
all  the  Governments  of  the  world.  What  do 
such  opinions  lead  to  7  Certainly  to  favor  the 
principles  of  despotism,  which,  it  was  to  be  lament- 
ed, have  of  late  had  a  greater  spread  tban  those 
of  liberty,  owing  to  the  abuses  which  had  been 
committed  under  its  sacred  name,  and  the  use 
made  of  those  abuses ;  and  the  doctrines  now  held 
are  calculated  to  subvert  all  the  liberties  of  our 
country  by  silencing  every  opposition  to  the  mea- 
BUrei  of  Government,  however  violent  they  may 
be.  Gentlemen  cry,  tn is  is  not  the  tima  to  clamor 
against  the  Government,  all  ought  now  (o  be 
union ;  and  this  will  continue  to  be  the  cry,  so 
diat  a  time  fcr  bringing  a  Government  back  to  its 
first  principles  will  never  arrive,  and  abuses  i  "" 
thus  be  perpetuated.  Principles,  Mr.  N.  said,  .. 
wai  BOrry  to  say  it,  had  gamed  ground  in  this 
oouQtryor  late,  which  nothing  but  terror  and 
alarm  could  have  produced. 

Mi.  N.  Smitb  said,  the  gentlemen  from  Fenn- 
avlvania  and  Virginia  have  taken  ground  perfectly 
cnaracteristic  of  the  two  men  ;  while  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  comes  forward  and  boldly 
avows  the  right  of  an  individual  to  interfere  in 
onr  negotiations  with  a  foreign  Government,  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  goes  into  detail,  and 
pleads  an  abatement  in  the  resolution ;  says  it  goes 
too  far  in  some  respects,  and  not  far  enough  in 
others ;  that  it  will  prevent  correspondences  about 
private  concerns,  and  so  on.  Why  this  sort  of 
IrifliDg,  if  it  were  not  intended  to  lead  the  House 


gislative  business  not  to  know,  that  this  resolution, 
worded  ai  it  now  is,  cannot  pass  into  a  law ;  that 


it  is  only  intended  as  an  instmction  to  a  commit- 
tee upon  which  to  report  a  bill,  which  will  have 
to  undergo  the  scrutiny  of  that  gentleman,  and  of 
the  House.  He  did  not  himself  like  all  the  pro- 
visions of  this  resolution;  he  thought  the  inter- 
ference, instead  of  being  general,  would  have  been 
better  confined  to  Fiance;  but  these  are  matters 
for  after-consideration.  The  only  proper  inquiry 
at  present  is,  is  there  reason  for  Legislative  inter- 
ference, or  not  1  Is  there,  or  not,  danger  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  the  interference  of  individuals  in 
business  of  this  sort?  For  himself,  he  had  no 
heaiietion  in  saying  he  beliered  there  is  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  this  source.  He  considered 
this  as  a  measure  of  defence,  of  efficient  defence, 
pointed  to  the  danger — danger  with  which  we  are 
threatened — danger  from  the  diplomatic  skill  of  a 
nation  well  versed  in  this  skill.  We  hare,  said 
Mr.  S.,  heretofore  made  provision  for  the  raising 
of  armies.  These  were  for  remote  danger;  but 
this  is  a  provision  against  danger  which  immedi- 
ately threatens  us — a  danger  which  had  assailed 
us  for  many  years  past — a  danger  which  has  pro- 
duced the  most  direful  effects  in  this  country.  He 
himself  never  thought  there  was  immediate  dan- 
ger to  be  apprehended  from  the  arms  of  France, 
though,  at  some  future  period,  there  migh'  be 
danger  from  this  source,  but  their  diplomatic 
skill  ought  to  be  constantly  and  strictly  guarded 

If,  said  Mr.  8.,  we  reflect  for  a  single  moment 
upon  the  character  and  pursuits  of  tbe  French 
nation,  we  shall  see  that  their  only  system  it,  to 
divide  and  conquer ;  to  support  their  party  in  lbs 
country  which  they  mean  finally  to  subjugate,  un- 
til the  favorite  opportunity  shall  present  itself  to 
aid  that  party  with  actual  force.  Timehasbeen, 
when  it  was  more  convenient  for  the  French  Re- 
public, (for  she  chooses  to  call  herself  by  that 
name,}  to  carry  on  a  correspondence  with  her  party 
in  this  country,  than  at  present.  All  1^1  corre- 
spondence between  the  two  countries  nas  long 
since  been  cut  off.  There  is  now  no  Minister 
here  to  favor  the  projects  of  France  j  there  is, 
therefore,  no  way  of  carrying  on  a  communiea* 
tion  with  the  parly  in  this  country,  but  by  means  of 
unantbarized  agents.  Are  we  not,  then,  to  expect 
these?  Certainly.  France  has  voluiiiarily  cut 
off  all  legal  communication  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments, and  because  Ministers  were  sent  there 
from  thif  country,  who  would  not  place  them- 
selves at  the  head  of  a  faction,  against  their  Oov- 
ernment,  they  rejected  them.  Knowing  their 
character,  what,  then,  could  be  expected  from 
them  1  Doubtless,  that  they  would  immediately 
open  a  negotiation  with  their  party  in  this  coun- 
try. How  was  this  to  be  done  1  Not  by  doing  a 
thing  which  would  have  been  reprobated  by  everf 
one.  They  knew  their  business  too  well  to  do 
this.  They  determined  to  put  the  proceeding  on 
so  plausible  a  footing  as,  at  least,  to  take  in  some 
obscure  individual,  uninformed  on  political  sub- 
jects,  hy  making  the  first  pretext  a  procurance  of 
peace  for  the  country ;  and,  after  the  correspond- 
ence was  once  formed,  it  might  go  on  from  one 
degree  to  another ;  for  if  such  a  correapondence 
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imtSxioae  tbiag  it  can  snother;  aod  be  ex- 
|KL«I  this  ialercourae  to  be  cootinued  uatil  the 
Dutibiflarrivefor  the  French  tomike  their  pro- 
pndHpediiioQ  inio  this  country. 

ITnconnder  the  situation  of  the  tiro  natioDi, 
Bid  Ur.  S-,  may  wre  not  suppose  there  is  dan^T 
a  k  ippcfaended  from  an  improper  interfercDce 
li  ndinihials  ?  But,  ir  'we  csll  to  miod  a  Teceni 
iWMM,  shall  we  be  any  lon^r  ia  doubt  that  ao 
iMEricmc«  of  this  kind  has  ukeo  place?  We 
OMM;  tad  therefore  ^ve  may  expect  that  it  will 
kiigMio  fninre  under  one  plaasibte  pretext  or 
titin.  It  n»  in  this  point  of  view  only,  that 
be  lUoM  to  the  transaction  which  had  recent- 
\j\afftiud,  »s  the  foandatioo  ofa  law  to  prevent 
nmRtbwes. 

B«iiih«d  been  said  by  the  ^entlemaa  from 
VufiaiLtbBt  if  the  interference  of  an  individual 
wuhit  good  purpose,  it  rather  called  for  our 
ibicb  ihu  for  our  resentment,  and  the  gentte- 
OH  from  PennsylTsnia  had  said,  that  it  depend- 
li  ipm  the  nature  of  the  traosaclioo,  whether 
suh  1  frocedtire  ^ras  criminal,  or  not.  Mr.  8. 
aid.bewoa1d,  on  the  contrary,  lay  it  down  as  a 
uasa.  that  no  forei|Fn  nation  willever  enter  into 
1  twiBpundence  with  an  individual  for  the  bene- 
b</ thertation  from  vrhieh  he  come*  ;  because, 
if  ifaey  meant  to  do  benefit  to  that  of  lion,  they 
oqU  4o  it  throuKh  the  legal  organ.  But  if,  in- 
a«ad  of  doing  a  benefit  to  the  country,  the  French 
«iih  io»d  a  faction,  who  are  desirons  of  dividing 
ihtMaplc  from  theii  Qoremment,  they  will  cei- 
i^\f  wvA  lo  tr«at  'with  an  individual.  Thesup' 
poanoa.  therefore,  that  an  iDdividual  miy  nego- 
Eute  with  a  foreign  Qoremment  foi  a  benefit  to 
^  eoogiry,  is  mioUy  nnfouoded ;  and  ttkt:  very 
idea  of  inch  a  correspondence  is  a  proof  of  the 
vilatofall  porposes,  tnat  of  aiding  a  faction  to 
ovaTBm  the  Government  lo  which  such  an  indi- 
vjrfosl  bdongs. 

Bat.  it  was  said,  the  interference  of  an  individual 
ctnld  not  be  improper,  because  he  could  not  usurp 
±r  Ezeentive  autborit^.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  will  give  himself  the  trouble  of 
reading  the  CoustitutioD,  he  will  find  that  thecar- 
ryiag  on  of  all  foreign  intercourse  is  placed  in  the 
aan4s  of  the  Bxeeutive,  at  folly  as  the  Legislature 
i:  piwamiid  of  all  Iwislative  power,  or  Ibe  Judi- 
eary,  of  jodiciaL  When  an  individual,  dierefore, 
■ucKfttto  negotiate  with  a  foreign  Oovernment 
on  "VaaT  eoncvna,  he  is  certainly  doing  the 
fanaaeM  of  the  Executive.  Ai>d  is  not  tnat  a 
itraaee  Mate  of  things,  said  Mr.  8^  when  an  indi' 
vido^  or  a  ESI  of  individuals,  shall  say  to  a  Gov- 
onmeat,  '^  yon  are  about  to  mahe  war,  hut  we 
will  ptpvevt  it."  Ought  not  such  a  conduct  to  be 
paidied,  and  provided  agaioit  by  lawl  It  cer- 
Uioly  oogfat,  and  therefore  he  wished  the  present 
reKiJBiton  to  pass. 

Ui.  Ona  next  roac^  bat  a  motion  being  made  t 
adjooB,  the  House  adjourned,  without  taking 
qneAioB  opon  the  resolntion- 

Fridat,  December  S8. 
JtMxm  Ofu-BSPU,  from   North  Carolina,  ap- 
rcaitd  aa4  took  hi*  seat  in  the  Houae. 


Mr.  Otis  reported  a  new  bill  for  laying  a  stamp 
duty,  including  the  amendments  ;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  and  committed  to  the  whole 
Bouse  for  Monday. 

Mr.  O.,  from  the  committee  respecting  meaDS 
of  defence,  requested  leave  to  report  by  bill;  which 
being  granted,  he  immediately  reported  a  bill  in 
behalf  of  that  committee  for  encoura^ng  ihecap- 
tnre  of  French  armed  venels,  and  for  allowing 
salvage  on  all  vessels  brought  into  the  United 
States;  which  was  read  and  committed  to  the 
whole  House  for  Monday. 

Mr.  J.  Pabkbr  requested  a  similar  liberty  for 
the  Committee  for  Naval  Defence;  which  was 
granted. 

U8UHPATI0N  OF  EXECUTIVE  POWER. 
Mr.  Obiswolo's  resolution  again  coming  up, 
Mr.  BiLDwiN  said,  that  the  usages  of  the  House 
__rtainly  admitted  of  taking  a  question  on  a  gene- 
ral principle,  in  several  different  stages;  that  it 
was  very  common  for  the  mover  to  call  for  the 
opinion  of  the  House  when  he  first  made  his  mo- 
tion ;  that  when  a  motion  was  made  in  the  form 
in  which  the  gentleman  had  thought  propet  to 
submit  the  one  now  under  consideration,  viz; 
"  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  and 
report  whether  there  be  any  propriety  or  necessity 
for  such  a  law  to  be  patted,"  Mr.  B.  vhoughl  it  a 
stage  not  very  favorable  to  the  discussion  of  the 
general  princifje.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say 
that  a  committee  might  not,  ott  investigation,  r«- 
port  facts  and  circumstances  which  might  render 
lurlber  provisions  iu  those  law*  neces^rv.  He 
thought  the  motion  very  guarded  ;  that  it  left  the 
subject  as  open  as  possible,  and  expressed  his  wish 
that  the  committee  might  be  suffered  to  be  ap- 
pointed. He  said  it  bad  been  repeatedly  slated, 
and  did  not  seem  to  be  denied,  that  there  might 
be  cases  in  war,  or  in  imminent  danser  of  war,  in 
which  individuals  would  find  it  indispensable  to 
the  support  of  themselves  and  families,  or  perhapa 
to  their  lives,  to  hold  snch  B  correspondence  with 
a  foreign  Power.  Persons  might  also  be  led,  a* 
had  been  stated  yesterday,  by  religiotu  imprea- 
tioQs,  or  by  other  benevolent  and  hononble  mo- 
tives, to  take  such  meaBUics  to  endeavor  to  avert 
the  horrors  of  an  impending  wai^nd  to  prevent 
the  effusion  of  human  blood.  This  has  often 
been  done,  and  been  attended  with  wonderful  sue- 
ceis.  He  did  not,  for  a  moment,  suppose  it  possi- 
ble, that  a  judicious  committee  of  that  House 
eoiild  be  appointed,  who  would  wish  to  throw  olv 


duct.  Instances  of  this  kind  were  presented  to 
them  in  all  history ;  they  have  been  the  sabjeeta 
of  most  exalted  and  unbounded  applause ;  moDD- 
ments  and  altars  have  been  erected  to  peace- 
makers. Even  the  histories  of  savage  natiooi  are 
not  without  such  instanees.  Individuals,  at  the 
risk  of  everything,  of  life  itself,  have  gone  out 
between  contending  tribes  and  armies,  and  been 
the  instruments  of  restoring  peace,  and  been  re- 
warded  with  the  highest  testimonies  of  respect 
and  veneration  from  both  iwrties. 
In  this  country,  and  in  this  age,  Mr.  H.  was  sort 
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it  could  nol  be  the  iulenlion  of  »ay  gentteraaa  to 
discourage  or  defeat  sucti  a  disposition.  He  was 
willing,  at  present,  to  accept  the  assurances  which 
they  have  given,  and  let  the  subject  go  to  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  and  report. 

-Mr.  Otis  observed,  that  when  the  present  reso- 
lution wasyesterday  before  the  House,  he  intended 
to  have  offered  a  tew  remarks  upon  it,  but  gave 
way  upon  a  motion  to  a<^oum.  He  would  not 
now  taKe  up  more  of  the  time  of  the  House  than 


■sntimBnts  expressed  by  ihe  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia had  not  varied  the  question.  He  viewed  the 
propriety  of  the  resolution  as  resulting  from  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  cQuntry.  The  in- 
Bults  and  outrages  of  (he  French  Republic  had 
compelled  the  United  Slates  »>  assume  an  attitude 
wbicli  in  other  couniriei  had  been  usually  identi- 
fied with  war,  and  which,  in  this  country,  we 
ought  to  consider,  for  anything  ibai  yet  appeared 
to  the  contrary,  as  a  prelude  to  an  open  rupture. 
We  had  beca  obliged  to  arm,  by  sea  and  by  land, 
to  interdict  commerce  and  authorize  reprisals ;  in 
short,  to  do  all  but  agree  upon  the  formulary  of  a 
declaration.  There  could  then  be  but  one  ques- 
tion before  the  House.  Is  it  right  and  expedient, 
in  this  state  of  approximation  to  war,  to  adopt 
every  defensive  Bnd  cautionary  meuure  thatwould 
be  incumbent  upon  us  in  an  avowed  and  open 
•tste  of  war  1  l(  not,  the  strongest  possible  argu- 
ment would  be  furnished  in  favor  of  making  an 
immediate  declaration  of  war ;  but  if,  on  the  con- 
trary, prudence  demanded  and  justified  every  pre- 
caution, which,  after  such  a  declaration,  would  be 
indispensable,  we  might  still  eihibii  our  modera- 
tiaa  and  forbearance  in  preserving  our  present 
(dations.  It  had  never  yet  been  doubted,  that,  io 
the  event  of  an  open  war,  it  was  not  only  compe- 


over  to  the  enemy,  but  from  maintaiDing  any  i;ui- 
respoudence  with  aim,  especially  upon  subjects  of 
ft  political  nature  ;  and  he  could  scarcely  conceive 
oi^any  reasons  which  would  render  such  restric- 
tiooB  wise  and  politic  in  the  last  Msorl,  that  did 
not  apply  in  the  present  stage  of  advancement  to- 
wards such  a  state.  If  puty  divisions  exist  in  a 
country,  it  ia  no  less  important  to  conceal  them 
than,  when  armed  at  all  points,  we  mi^ht  have 
leas  to  fear  from  their  effects.  If  distinguished 
citizens,  and  men  high  in  office,  under  the  plausi- 
Ue  semblance  of  rcstwiug  peace,  mi^ht  extend 
tkeir  intrigues  to  a  dangerous  latitude  in  one  case, 
Ihey  might  equally  abuse  an  unrestrained  inter- 
course in  the  other  case,  under  the  no  less  spe- 
cious appearance  of  a  design  to  prevent  war. 
The  same  encourvgement  to  an  enemy,  the  same 
nssurances  of  support,  the  same  plans  of  proceed- 
ing, and  the  same  conspinctes,  would  be  pregnant 
Wttn  the  same,  and  sometimes  with  more  aggra- 
vated evils.  Indeed,  so  palpable  are  the  abuses  to 
which  this  tampering  with  an  open  enemy  would 
be  liable,  that  none  but  a  lunatic  would  contend 
for  the  innocence  of  the  practice,  or  for  the  possi- 
bility of  psrmitting  it  conn^tently  with  the  public 


safety.  Yet  the  House  had  been  told  yeslerdar 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nicholib.) 
and  the  idea  hod  been  enforced  this  morning  b; 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  that  if  a  late  eccen- 
tric mission  bad  been  instrumental  in  maintaiaiiig 
peace,  far  from  being  a  subject  of  reproach,  it 
would  be  a  cause  for  prideand  exultation,  for  civic 
rewards  and  monumental  honors.  That  is,  in 
other  words,  the  end  will  justify  the  means.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  O.,  ;t  is  the  miserjr  of  l^islation  in  thii, 
as  well  as  in  other  countnes,  that  we  cannot  ad- 
vance a  step  without  eatouffling  oar  feet  in  the 
toils  of  this  fashionable  philosophy;  without  en- 
countering these  old  Jesuitical  doctrines,  new 
vamped  and  varnished  by  modern  iUumiimti;  u 
if  there  were  'no  standard  of  moral  fitness  in  (he 
nature  of  things.  Gentlemen  espouse  and  preich 
up  these  principles,  and  are  not  aware  of  theii 
extent.  An  ingenuous  nature  had  led  the  gentle- 
man from  Vtigiqia  to  extenuate  (he  conduct  of  % 
person  who  had  lately  visited  France,  probably 
under  an  impression  ol  the  purity  of  his  motires, 
or  of  the  views  of  those  who  were  privy  to  this 
singular  adventure.  But  Mr.  O.  could  not  believe 
that  this  conduct  would  meet  with  the  approb*- 
tion  of  the  people  of  this  country  from  any  per- 
suasion that  pesc^  was  the  obiect  of  this  diploma- 
tic volunteer.  Peace  might  be  obtained  by  vari- 
ous modes,  at  which,  he  believed,  that  genileniui 
would  revolt  with  horror.  Assassinate  vonr  Pr^ 
sident,  and  transport  a  majority  of  botn  Houses 
to  Cayenne,  let  the  people  be  terrified  into  the 
election  of  men  of  opposite  principles,  and  proba- 
bly these  measures  would  give  you  peace,  but  it 
would  be  a  peace  delusive,  precarious,  and  fsiil. 
Let  those  who  prefer  peace  to  honor,  and  Ftencb 
fraternity  to  indepenoence,  form  a.  subscription 
and  pay  to  the  Directory  the  fiAy  thousand  pounds. 
Probatuy  this  act  of  patriotism  woold,  for  a  lime, 
procure  the  continuance  of  peace.  But  from  sack 
a  peace,  he  hoped  the  country  would  be  preserved. 
It  would  be  a  peace  destitute  of  comforts  and  of 
blessings,  a  peace  distinct  from  prosperiiv ;  a  delu- 
sive calm,  portentous  and  dreadful,  and  sock  ■: 
the  people  of  this  country  will  never  embrace. 

It  bad  been  objected  lo  the  present  resolulioD^ 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  that  it, 
glanced  at  a  late  transaction,  concerning  which  no 
evidence  was  before  the  House.  Although  the 
resolution  does  not  involve  or  affect  that  transac- 
tion, yet  Mr.  O.  admitted  tbai  it  might  not  have 
been  offered  to.the  House  at  this  time,  unless  ike 
case  in  question  had  occurred.  It  is  not  said  he,  . 
food  policy  to  anticipate  offences ;  but  when  mit- 
demeanors  occur,  and  are  committed  not  only 
with  impunity,  but  applause,  it  is  time  for  the 
Legislature  to  interfere.  Indeed,  as  thereare  some 
crimes  so  atrocious,  there  are  also  degrees  of  fully 
and  of  vanity  so  exquisite,  that  no  fancy  can  pic- 
ture them  before  they  are  exhibited.  Thus  do 
one  could  seriously  imagine  that  nay  man,  who 
was  not  descended  in  a  right  line  from  Don 
Q,uixote,  would  have  gone  to  France  with  tke 
romantic  project  of  restoring,  by  the  mere  force 
of  his  own  private  remonstrances  or  personal  in- 
fluence, the  aocuitomed  relations  of  the  two  coun- 
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Dies.  No  mail  codd  foreaee  that  bd  American 
eitizen,  formerly  of  a  ft<x>ii  character,  tras  capable, 
after  a. few  yean'  residence  in  France,  of  becom- 
ing an  apoiUilfc  fiom  honor,  and  a  traiior  to  his 
CDuntry,  and  of  writtog  aod  dl^petching  to  b 
member  of  ttiis  House,  &ucb  iafamoiu  sbndert, 
and  aerrile  wntiinenti,  as  we  bare  ktely  seen 
pablisbcd  in  ibe  newipapera.  Yet  these  phan- 
torna  of  tbc  imaRinalion  are  likely  to  be  realized ; 
we  now  leani  loai  men  can  be  thus  footisb  and 
thua  prostituted,  and  we  mnit  guard  against  the  ! 
effects  oi  this  folly  and  wiekedaeaa  in  future. 

With  reapect  to  the  minion  iUelf,  knowing, 
said  he,  as  he  knew,  by  lettcn  from  a  gentleman 
who  was  in  France  at  the  tame  liuM  with  the 
person  alluded  to.  and  on  whose  inforrQation  and 
attachmenl  to  his  conntry  he  could  place  a  perfect 
leliaace,  that  all  tboae  measure*  which  someaf- 
fcet  to  consider  as  proofs  of  a  cbange  farorablc  to 
out  country  were  •dually  agteM  npon  prior  to 
any  interTiew  of  the  missiooarf  with  the  French 
Directory }  being  also  well  apprized  that  this  per- 
BOn  lince  his  return  bad  been  so  unlttchv  or  so  for- 
geifol  as  to  impnte  this  relaxation  of  tbe  French 
DOlicv  in  otu  favor,  to  a  temporary  absence  of 
Bewoell,  he  should  be  very  much  ioclined  to  treat 
the  whole  expedition  as  an  oMecl  of  merriment 
and  derimon  ;  to  consider  it  in  ine  view  of  a  cru- 
sade, or  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  or  on  a  footing 
with  a  royage  to  Spain  to  see  boll-baiting,  or  to 
London  to  see  the  lions,  or  any  other  project  of 
curiosity  oc  fanaticism ;  cini  that  the  account  giv- 
en by  this  roan  to  various  persons  of  the  charac- 
ters irbo  were  privy  to  bis  departure,  induced 
him  to  think  of  it  in  a  more  serious  li|jbt.  He  has 
repeatedly  declared  that  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  Sixtes,  the  Chief  Justice  of  PenDsylvania, 
and  the  late  French  ComtuI,  were  acquainted  with 
his  design,  aitd  furnished  him  with  letters  and  pass- 
ports ;  and  a  gentleman  who  waa  now  in  this 
coBDtry.  bat  had  seen  and  conversed  with  this  En- 
voy in  Pari*,  had  aanired  him  (Mr.  O.)  that  he 
aUo  acknowledged  that  Mr.  Oenet  was  informed 
of  bis  iotoktuMi  and  errand,  ft  does  not  follow 
&am  these  cireumsiaaee*,  said  Mr.  M.,  thai  anv 
intrigue  or  eoaspiracy  has  certainly  ezbted  which 


tay  be  boslile  to  the  pi 


lUie  well 


disposed  to  implicate  either  of  the  American  citi- 
zens just  named  in  any  such  aocusation.  It  was 
indeed  itrBDga,  if  true,  that  the  secret  of  this  mis- 
sion dwMild  be  communicated  only  to  those  per- 
sODs  i  bat,  perhapg,  a  satisfactory  explanation 
might  be  given.    His  object,  however,  at  present. 


I  inquiry  ioio  this 
iw  that  great  dan. 


particular  transaction,  as  to  show 

gee  might  exist  in  soeh  practices,  and  to  prevent 

ueiT  coodnnaoce. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  been 
obliged  to  admit  that  a  species  of  correspondence 
mi^t  be  imiitutcd  with  th«  citizens  of  France, 
that  would  be  highly  criminal,  but  that  the  crim- 
inality would  depend  on  the  nature  of  the  cor- 
respondence, aod  mat  the  resolution  did  not  define 
with  acearucy  the  kind  of  correspondence  which 
01^1  to  be  pnUished.  But,  said  Mr.  O.,  this  is  a 
very  £dlaeioiu  objeetion.    It  is  not  merely  the 


particular  correspondence,  but  the  illegal  and  dan- 
gerous tendency  of  any  correspoadeiice  with  our 
enemies,  and  the  abuses  to  which  it  is  liable, 
which  requires  attention.  An  ostensible  corres- 
pondence may  be  so  conducted  as  to  furnish  of 
Itself  no  ground  of  censure,  while  a  covert  cor- 
respoodence  between  the  same  parties  may  be 
thereby  facilitated.  He  would  venture  to  pre- 
dict that  if  ever  this  renowned  Envoy  bad  present- 
ed a  memorial  to  the  Directory,  or  written  any 
letter  to  them,  it  vras  ingeniously  contrived  so 
that  if  by  any  accident  it  should  ne  made  public 
it  might  appear  unexceptionable.  In  such  a  me- 
morial he  would  be  careful  to  dtrell  much  upon 
our  union  and  patriotism  ;  upon  the  folly  of  at- 
tempting an  invasion,  and  the  little  chance  there 
would  be  of  success ;  upon  (he  madness  of  forcing 
us  against  our  natural  bias  into  the  arms  of  Brit- 
ain ;  upon  tbe  great  advantages  that  both  coun- 
tries would  derire  from  a  restoration  of  harmony, 
and  upon  the  injustice  aod  severity  of  (heir  meas- 
ures ;  in  a  word  upon  all  those  topics  which  if 
published,  would  strike  favorably  the  public  eat 
and  even  aid  the  popularity  of  the  writer  and  his 
friends.  But  with  him  this  sort  of  correspondence 
would  be  of  no  avail.  He  should  regard  it  merely 
as  a  fabrication.  It  would  throw  no  light  upon 
the  real  enand.  the  conversations  at  tbe  private 
dinners  of  Merlin,  the  pttil  touper*  of  Treithard, 
the  Itte-a-tCtea  with  Lepanx,  nor  the  conferences 
with  Talleyrand.  It  is  on  these  occasions  that 
the  real  business  is  dcue,  it  is  in  these  scenes  that 
the  flow  of  soul  is  communicated.  A  law  that 
does  not  teach  this  sort  of  correspondence  will 
prove  inadequate  to  the  object  of  the  resolution. 
The  House,  said  he,  have  frequently  been  told, 
and  particularly  on  the  present  occasion,  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  tbe  great  ob- 
ject and  main  design  of  the  majority  was  to  ex- 
cite a  general  alarm  in  the  minds  of  the  people. 
If  ibis  charge,  said  Mr.  O.,  applied  to  me  among 
others,  I  plead  guilty  at  once.  I  confess  myself  to 
be  alarmed,  and  while  I  stand  as  a  sentinel  at 
this  post  it  is  my  duty  to  communicate  and  dif< 
fuse  the  alarm  until  the  danger  be  past.  It  was 
not  a  DTOof  of  courage,  but  of  apaiby,  to  be  free 
from  alarm;  he  saw  nothing  in  the  situation  of 
other  countries  to  quiet  his  fears.  The  fairest  and 
the  happiest  countries  on  the  globe  had  been  sub- 
justed  by  Fmnce ;  their  fields  laid  desolate,  their 
cities  tranrformed  into  a  jvofligate  banditti;  all 
social  order  subverted,  commerce  destroyed,  reti- 
g>ion  scoffed  out  of  countenance,  and  liberty  mir- 
sued  hither  into  her  last  sanctuary,  and  the  skirts 
of  her  garments  already  in  the  hands  of  ruffians, 
in  spile  of  an  interTening  ocean.  Nor  was'he 
alarmed  merely  fi»  himself,  and  his  poiittcal  asso- 
ciates, but  for  thoae  who  opposed  him.  He  was 
aware  that  when  tbe  confusion  incident  to 
French  prinoiples  should  overtake  his  country, 
that  friend  ana  foe  would  be  involved  in  promis- 
cuous ruin.  The  same  dagger  that  was  whetted 
fra  his  bosom  would  strike  deep  into  theirs,  the 
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!  distress.    He  should  r 


It,  be  said,  be 


ioded  of  the  enecis  produced  by  alarm  in 
auolhei  country.  He  wished  to  God  the  gentle- 
maa  froni  Peoosylvaaia  could  augment  the  list  of 
countries  that  bad  listened  seasonably  to  the 
voices  of  their  alarmists.  Had  Holland,  Switz- 
eilaad,  and  other  nations  which  now  grosu  under 
the  despotism  of  French  taskmasters  heard  and 
obeyed  the  warniDgs,  the  entreaties,  the  prophetic 
prayers  of  tbeir  best  and  most  faithful  citizens, 
they  would  have  bad  sufficient  cause  to  rejoice  at 
this  hour  ;  one  country,  only,  had  taken  ibis  ne- 
cessary alarro,  and  by  means  of  it  has  hitherto 
withstood,  and  will  probably  ride  out  in  safety, 
the  destructive  lempeKt  which  has  overwhelmed' 
her  neighbors.    It  is  by  resisting  the  lullaby  of  op- 

Sisition  that  Great  Britain  has  preserved  her 
oastituuon  and  Government  j  and  if  such  a 
Constitution  and  Government,  which  so  many 
are  pleased  lo  consider  as  corrupt  and  rotten, 
si'uggling  with  debts  and  abuses,  have  been 
preserved  by  a  timely  alarm,  it  is  no  reproach  to 
De  anxious  to  save  a  better  Conatiiution  and  a 
better  Government  by  [be  same  means. 

It  has  been  also  said,  that  if  we  suffer  ourselves 
to  be  led  astray  by  arguments  drawn  from  the 
state  of  other  countries  we  shall  be  enslaved,  and 
surrender  our  liberties  through  feai  of  losing  them. 
He  believed  the  reverse  of  this  proposition  to  be 
true,  and  that,  if  the  examples  of  those  countries 
came  to  be  disregarded,  we  might  prepare  to  meet 
our  fate.  Again :  it  is  insisted  tlwi  the  secret  of 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  was  to  perpetuate  the 
division  of  party,  and  that,  although  but  few  real 
causes  of  dissension  remain,  yet  we  are  deter- 
mined to  throw  down  the  gauntlet  and  excite  the 
neatest  possible  irritation.  This  accusation  he 
denied.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  resolution 
was  introduced  with  any  such  design ;  but  if  such 
had  been  the  object  of  the  mover,  the  blame  would 
not  attach  to  him  or  to  his  friends.  They  might 
even  then  have  justified  themselves  upon  [H'inci- 
ptes  of  self-defence.  He  appealed  to  the  whole 
House,  that,  within  a  few  days  after  the  com- 
mencemeot  of  the  session,  they  were  threatened 
with  a  notice  that  motions  might  be  expected  in 


orim  .     ... 

tion  but  tliat  of  inflaminf;  the  public  mind,  and  of 
persevering  in  the  endeavor  toexpoie  the  Admia- 
isitatiun  and  its  friends  to  odious  imputations. 
Therefore  we  should  stand  acquitted,  if,  mstead  of 
giving  time  to  our  adversaries  to  furnish  their  wea- 
pons, and  carry  war  into  our  borders,  we  had 
seised  this  occasion  to  strike  the  first  blow. 

If,  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  observed,  the 
aspect  of  our  aSairs  was  changed  for  the  better, 
he  sincerely  rejoiced;  but  confessed  that  nothing 
with  reference  to  our  foreign  relations  had  oc- 
curred, either  in  the  repeal  of  the  emba^o  on  our 
remela,  tior  the  liberation  of  our  seamen^  nur  in 
the  nugatory  renewal  of  the  commissions  to 
French  privateers,  which  convinced  him  of  any 
real  change  in  the  sentiments  of  the  Directory. 
Our  domestic  posture  may,  indeed,  be  changed  for 


the  better,  if  gentlemen,  as  they  seemed  to  uili- 
mate.  would  unite  in  preserving  and  extending  tbe 
systein  of  defence,  and  follow  up  the  wise  and 
prudent  measures  which  were  adopted  at  the  last 
session.  Of  their  sincerity,  hitherto,  he  had  not 
been  able  to  form  an  opinion,  but  in  the  course  of 
the  session  they  would  show  to  what  point  tlieir 
professions  were  entitled  to  confidence.  No  credit 
was  due  to  another  imputation,  so  often  repeated, 
of  a  desire  prevalent  with  a  majority  of  that 
House,  to  crush  the  opposite  party.  For  his  pan, 
he  declared  that  hisobject  was  to  crush  no  man, but 
to  reform  certain  principles,  and  to  explode  othnt 
which  his  daily  observation  convinced  him  were 
mischievous,  and  inconsistent  with  good  gotem- 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  conclu- 
ded with  expressing  his  design  "  to  carry  war  laid 
our  borders."  He  presumed  the  gentlemao  did 
not  mean  literal^  to  levy  war  against  bis  oppo- 
nents. The  genfleman  bad  acquired  great  credit 
as  a  nolitlcal  warrior,  but  he  bad  often  sustained 
bis  nre  without  much  injury.  If  he  really  in- 
tended to  bring  a  new  force  of  artillery  into  the 
field,  it  is  our  duly,  said  Mr.  O.,  to  unite  in  throw- 
ing up  such  ramparts  and  bastions  as  may  be  re> 
quisite  for  our  defence.  But  as  tbe  gentlenun 
has  never  yet  succeeded  in  forcing  our  camp,  nor 
defeated  us  either  by  storm  or  surprise,  there  was 
no  occasion  to  dread  his  return  to  the  cnarge.  On 
tbe  whole  be  thought  the  resolution  highly  wor- 
thy of  attention,  and  hoped  it  would  pass. 

Mr.  Habpbr. — Had  tne  opposition  to  this  mo- 
tion, Mr.  Speaker,  been  at  first  placed  on  the 
liberal  ground  where  the  gentlooan  from  Georvis, 
(Mr.  Baluwih,)  has  just  now  placed  it,  this  dis- 
cussion would,  no  doubt,  have  taken  a  different 
turn.  Those  observations  which  have  so  much 
excited  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Niob- 
OLAB,)  might  have  been  avoided  ;  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gallatin)  would, 
probably,  have  been  spared  those  wounds,  the  an- 
guish whereof  has  wrung  from  him  a  threat  of 
offensive  war.  This  direction  was  given  lo  the 
debate  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  plainly 
and  emphatically  avowed  a  principle  utterly  sub- 
versive of  every  Government,  and  in  the  highest 
possible  degree  alarming  to  this,  in  the  present 
state  of  things — the  principle  that  any  individual, 
and,  by  stronger  reason,  any  number  or  class  of 
individuals,  might  justifiably,  and  even  laudably, 
interfere  between  this  country  and  a  foreign  Gov- 
ernment, for  the  purpose  of  making  peace.  That 
gentleman,  instead  of  denying  the  existence  of  a 
recent  case,  has  expressly  justified  it.  He  has 
even  gone  tbe  length  of  declaring  that  the  act  was 
honorable  and  merlioriou^  and  that  he  himself, 
could  he  have  supposed  nimself  to  possess  the 
means  of  insuring  success  in  the  attempt,  would 
have  done  likewise.  This  principle,  thus  avowed. 
it  became  necessary  to  oppose  and  repel.  Several 
gentlemen  did  oppose  i^  and  proved,  in  the  most 
convincing  manner,  that  if  once  admitted,  it  wonld 
open  a  wide  door  to  foreign  intrigue  and  foreign 
infiuence ;  would  justify  tlie  inieiTerence  of  indi- 
vidnala,  or  clubs,  or  factions,  to  make  war  as  well 
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as  peace,  mnd  to  negotiate,  of  tbeii  owa  auihoriiy, 
with  foreigti  QoTernments,  an  every  subjecl  that 
eoald  arise  in  the  unercauise  between  Dations. 
1  ID  jr  self  endeavored  also  la  oppose  the  destructive 
ciMiseqaencea  of  this  principTe,  mad  in  doing  so 
wax  naturally  led,  not  only  to  prove  the  exiaieaee 
of  a  recent  eaae  ia  which  it  has  been  reduced  to 
practice,  but  also  to  point  out  the  probable  origin 
and  objects  of  ihai  rattsion,  and  the  meBSa  proba- 
bly employed  to  give  it  saccesa.  Hence  those  re- 
marks which  have  called  forth  «o  much  animad' 
vers(<Ni  from  the  genilenun  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  his  friend  from  Virginia. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  indeed  said, 
that  he  justifies  tbis  sort  of  interference  only  in 
eases  where  its  abject  is  to  make  peate ;  and  he 
exnltiogly  exclaims,  that  to  repel  Ibe  principle  ad- 
mits the  possibility  of  a  case  where  peace  might 
be  made  for  the  country  on  terms  which  the  Qov- 
[  wish  to  reject,  and  by  tbis  implie< 
supposes  that  my  colleagoe  (Mr. 
PiHCKifET)  has  brougbt  himself  and  bis  cause  into 
a  disagreeable  dilemma.  But,  in  the  first  place, 
Mr.  Speaker,  thet«  is  no  such  admission  implied, 
for  the  QovemmeDt,  if  it  had  any  sense  of  vigor. 
and  isatall  worthy  ofthe  trust  reposed  in  it.  would 
Dol sufier anauthorized  individuals  to  makepeace, 
even  on  tenns  which  it  desired.  The  reason  b 
[dain.  It  would  exercise  its  functions  itself,  and 
not  soffer  them  to  be  usurped  by  others.  If  it 
wanted  an  army  or  taxes,  would  it  suffer  clubs  or 
tocieties  to  raise  the  armv,  or  impose  the  taxes,  of 
their  own  authority  1  What  difierence  is  there, 
ia  principle,  between  raising  armies  or  taxes,  and 
macing^eace  with  a  foreign  nation  T  I  can  see 
none.  They  are  all  equally  acts  of  sovereignly ; 
and  if  a  Government  be  weak  »iaugh  to  auner 
one  to  be  usurped  with  impunity,  by  a  faction  or 
the  agents  of  a  faction^  the  rest  will  soon  follow. 

In  the  next  place,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  willing 
to  nuke  the  admission,  thougb  it  cerlainlv  is  not 
contained  in  anything  advanced  by  my  colleacue. 
I  do  admit  that  there  might  be  a  possibility  of  ob- 
taining peace  on  terms  which  the  Government 
would  be  averse  to  aeceptinf[.  I  will  go  further. 
I  will  say  on  terms  which  it  would  be  criminal 
in  the  Qoveniment  to  accept.  The  gentleman 
from  Vir^is  now  desires  to  convert  tbe  word 
"  peace"  mio  a  spell  whereby  every  mouth  is  to 
be  stopped.  This  use  was  formerly  made  of  the 
word  "war."  When  our  differences  with  Prance 
first  grew  serious,  every  measure  proposed  for  do- 
ing JDStice  to  the  country,  or  putting  it  in  a  ntate 
of  preparation,  was  repelled  by  soundiug  in  our. 
ears  tbe  word  "  war."  Such  measures,  we  were 
told,  would  lead  to  "  war."     But,  Mr.  Speaki 


1  1 


!  not,  for  my  part,  then  frightened  by  the 
"  '       "  for  I  always  declared  that  I  was 


word  "Wai . 

ready  to  go  to  war  sooner  than  suffer  our  rights 
to  he  ravished  from  us,  our  independence  as  a  na- 
timi  trodden  under  foot :  and  it  has  since  appeared 
that  in  making  this  declaration,  1  spoke  the  tenti- 
ments  of  tbe  American  nation.  1  am  not  ftight- 
eoed  bv  tbe  new  catch-word  "peace;"  and  I  de- 
clare that  there  might  be  terms  proposed  oa  which 
I  would  spurn  at  peace  with  diidain ;  and  terms, 
5tb  CoR.—Sl 


moreovei,  wbereto,  I  have  no  doubt,  that  many 
persons  in  this  country,  and  the  authors  and  agent 
of  this  mission  among  the  rest,  would  be  willing 
to  accede.  Theremay  even  be  many  honest  ana 
worthy  people  here  who  would  approve  at  and 
propose,  if  in  their  power,  terms  which  1  should 
ibink  it  my  most  sacred  duly  to  reject.  In  oui 
late  struggle  with  England  were  there  no  persona, 
I  will  eren  say  were  there  no  well-meaning,  wor- 
thy persons,  who  would  gladly  have  submitted  to,  or 
proposed  termsDrpeace,fromwhicb  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  would  have  turned  with  disdain? 
No  doubt  there  were.    The  truth  is,  and  tbe  peo- 

Cle  of  this  country  know  it,  that  peace  is  detira- 
le  only  in  proportion  to  the  terms  wbereao  it 
can  be  obtained.  If  those  terms  are  submission, 
or  the  surrender  of  essential  rights,  then  peace  isa 
curse  instead  of  a  blessing.  To  judge  of  these 
terms  is  the  business  of  the  GovernmenL  and  of 
it  alone;  and  if,  in  this  business,  it  suffers  self- 
constituted  individuals  or  bodies  to  interfere,  it 
blindly  and  foolislily  signs  the  tmnsfer  of  Its  func- 
tions into  the  hands  of  the  first  bold  and  unprinci- 
pled faction  that  may  choose  to  usurp  them. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  indeed,  admits 
that,  if  the  envoy  went'  to  invite  war  instead  of 
securing  peace,  i(  would  be  highly  criminal;  and 
in  this  admission  he  has  given  the  death  blow  to 
bis  own  principle;  for,  when  the  envoy  eoea  for 
the  ostensible  purpose  of  securing  peace,  how  are 
we  to  be  assured  tnat  the  real,  though  secret  ptlr- 
pose,  is  not  to  invite  war  1  War  may  bappen 
to  suit  a  faction  belter  than  peace ;  and.  in  Uiat 
case,  they  would  send  an  envoy  to  invite  or  la 
hasten  it ;  but  they  would  never  avow  this  object. 
It  would  be  too  odious.  Therefore,  the  mission 
Would  be  covered  under  tbe  plausible  pretext  of 
securing  peace.  The  public  and  ostensible  acts 
of  tbe  agent  would  wear  this  complexion.  Hb 
secret  nuotiations  would  point  to  the  other  oh* 
ject.  If  the  practice  be  admitted,  who  shall  guard 
us  against  this  perversion  of  it  1  WbosbaUassure 
us  that  these  self-constituted  missionaries  of  peace 
will  not  be  inviters  and  guides  of  invasion  1  who 
shall  assure  us  that  (he  very  embassy  now  in  quea- 
iio&  had  not  this  for  its  real  object  7  that  tbe  en- 
voy, instead  of  the  language  which  I  formerly 
supposed  him  to  have  held  to  the  Directory,  did 
not  address  them  to  this  effect:  "Now  is  yoor 
time :  lose  not  a  moment ;  the  spirit  of  the  nation 
is  rising  ;  vigorous  preparations  are  going  on;  a 
small  force,  aided  by  yourpartv  in  America,  may 
now  suffice ;  bat  if  you  delay  long,  the  enterpriae 
will  become  very  difficult,  perhaps  impraciicaUs. 
In  a  short  time  the  nation  will  be  in  arms,  uid 
your  party,  wiihont  timely  and  efficacions  assist- 
ance, will  be  entirely  broken."  In  many  situa' 
tions,  which  may  readily  be  imagined,  this  would 
be  the  natural  secret  language  of  the  missionary 
of  a  faction,  whose  efforts  to  prevent  defensive 
preparations  might  be  as  great,  and  whose  outcry 
about  "  peace,"  might  be  as  loud  as  those  we  have 
witnessed  during  the  last  two  years. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Gai*- 
i^TiK.)  who  proceeds  with  more  caution,  haa  not 
ventured  to  justify  this  miMion,  directly,  bai  he 
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has  done  it  in  a  more  complete,  ibough  indirect 
manner.  He  has  contended  that  the  impropriety 
af  auch  acts  must  be  estimsted  by  the  object  for 
which  they  are  done.  If  that  object  be,  in  an  ab- 
stract view,  innocent  or  laudable,  the  act  may  be 
J'asti6ed.  This  amonnls  to  the  old  Jesuitical  and 
acobio  principle  adrerled  to  by  my  friend  from 
Massachnaetts,  (Mr.  Otib,)  "that  theeod  jusiiGes 
the  meana;"  a  principle  which,  in  its  application 
to  hnman  affairs,  is  the  most  wicked  and  mischiev- 
oos  that  the  heart  of  man  ever  ima^ned.  Let  a 
man  once  be  couTlnced  of  this  principle,  and  he  is 
immediately  freed  from  every  moral  or -religious 
restraint,  from  all  ibe  ties  of  nature,  aod  the  feel- 
ings of  humanity.  He  ishimself  to  judge  whether 
the  end  be  a  giiod  one ;  and  this  decision  will  he 
according  to  his  passions  and  hia  interests.  The 
means  are  then  laid  open  before  him.  There  are, 
for  instance,  many  persons  in  this  country  who 
think  it  a  most  desirable  object  to  proi'ure  a  change 
of  Administration  and  of  system  in  our  Govern- 
mtnt.  Convince  them  of  the  truth  of  this  prin- 
ciple, "  ihat^  if  the  object  be  a  good  one,  the  acts 
done  to  attain  it  may  be  justified;"  in  other  words. 
"  that  the  means  are  justified  by  the  end ;''  and 
whether  they  will  employ  assassination,  insarrec- 
tion,  foreign  influence,  or  foreign  force,  or  all  of 
diem  together,  becomes  a  question,  not  of  moral- 
ity, hut  of  mere  expediency.  Of  all  the  engines 
employed  by  the  modern  overturners  of  society, 
this  principle  has  acted  with  the  most  destructive 
«dSctcy ;  and.  accordingly,  it  is  preached  with  the 
greatest  zeal  by  all  the  modem  apostles  of  insur- 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsvlvania  has  enter- 
tained the  House,  and  amused  himself,  with  some 
very  ingenious  distinctions  about  the  technical 
meaning  of  the  word  "  negotiation,"  An  agent 
of  this  kind,  he  says,  cannot  negotiate,  because  to 
negotiate  is  to  conclude  a  treaty,  which  such  an 
egcntcontd  not  do.  It  in ust,^ however,  be  observed, 
that  the  word  ■'  negotiate,"  is  not  used  in  the  reso- 
lution which  speaks  of  corresponding  with  any 
foreign  Oovemment,  or  any  subject  in  dispute 
between  snch  Government  and  this  country.  Re- 
sides, even  if  the  technical  diplomatic  meaning  of 
the  word  "  negotiate,"  were  such  as  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  has  slated,  which  is  by  no 
means  the  case,  yet  we  know  that  its  common  ac- 
ceptation, in  ordinary  discourse,  is  to  propose  a 
«lan  OQ  any  subject,  to  discuss  that  [dan,  settle  its 
terms,  and  arrange  its  various  stipniations.  In 
(bis  sense,  an  agent  of  this  kind  might  negotiate 
_  . •.!  _  <■___■_  n.  .  7>      ,    ._  jiij^ 

opinion 


B  treaty  with  a  forei^  Power ;  might  admit 
it  conditions  wholly  incompatible,  in  the  opi: 


Dl  tne  Uovemment,  with  the  good  of  the  country ; 
might  bring  it  and  offer  it  to  the  Government  ior 
iccepiance ;  and  should  the  Government  refuse 
it,  however  wifely,  might  publish  it  to  the  people, 
and  employ  it  as  an  instrument  of  factioD  to  e>- 
eite  discontent,  deprive  the  Government  of  public 
confidence,  and  force  it,  by  these  means,  to  a  ruin- 
ous treaty,  repugnant  to  its  own  judgment,  and 
the  true  interests  of  the  country.  All  this  might 
beelTected  by  snch  a  mission,  notwithstandine  the 
Ingenioua  distinctions  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 


sylvania, and  according  to  the  construction  which 
he  has  put  on  the  term  "  negotiate."  Tbia,  indeed, 
is  the  vetjr  course  that  would,  no  douht,  be  put-  | 
si)ed,  as  being  most  likely  to  accomplish  the  viem  . 
of  a  faction  connected  with  the  enemy  Oovtra- 
ment.  It  is,  however,  only  one  out  of  numberltsi 
inethods,  in  which  such  an  intercourse,  were  any 
Oovetnment  weak  enough  to  permit  it,  might  be 
employed  for  its  destruction,  and  the  ruin  of  the 
country. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  NiCHOi.u) 
bas  resorted  to  a  very  singular  argument  to  prove 
that  he  and  his  political  friends  had  no  share  in 
ooBtriving  this  mission,  and  that  the  envoy  must 
have  gone  on  his  own  footing.  "  We,"  said  iht 
gentleman,  "  have  made  no  use  of  the  success  of 
this  mission.  We  hare  taken  no  advantage  <A 
what  it  has  accomplished,  in  order  to  move  fort 
repeal  or  suspension  of  any  of  those  messura 
which  were  adopted  last  session  for  resisting 
France."  True,  the  gentleman  has  taken  no  snch 
advantage  of  what  has  been  accom|dished  by  ihit 
mission ;  and  for  this  he  Jiad  a  very  good  reason, 
for  he  well  knows  that  nothing  wasaccomplished. 
He  well  knows  that  this  weak,  silly  project,  pro- 
duced no  effect  whatever,  and  that  the  few  tnfting 
changes  made  by  France,  not  in  the  sabstance  oT 
her  system,  for  in  that  she  has  made  none,  bat  in 
the  mere  form  of  it,  in  her  language,  not  her  acts, 
either  took  place,  or  mu!<t  have  b^n  resolved  od, 
before  this  wise  envoy  arrived  in  France.  He 
further  knows^  thoagh  I  have  not  yet  heard  him 
acknowledge  it,  that  this  change,  such  as  it  is,pii>- 
ceeds  not  irom  a  returning  sense  of  justice  inibe 
French  councils,  but  from  the  measures  sdopiMl, 
and  the  spirit  displayed  in  this  country  ;  measures 
which  he  opposed  with  all  his  mi^^ht,  and  s  spirit 
which  he  did  everything  in  his  power  to  keep 
down.  Had  he  made  this  change  the  ground  of 
a  motion  for  reversing  those  measures,  he  well 
knew  that  the  effect  already  produced  hj  them 
would  have  been  urged  against  him,  as  an  irresist- 
ible argument  for  their  continuation.  He  there- 
fore, very  wisely,  avoided  the  topic.  He  has 
very  prudently  kept  silence  aboDI  the  effects  of 
this  mission,  because  he  knows  that  it  had  no  ef- 
fect ;  and  if  I  were  to  judge  of  it  by  its  effects,  I 
should  content  myself  with  laughing  at  it.  But, 
considered  in  its  principle,  and  the  consequences 
to  which  that  principle  leads,  it  becomes  a  matter 
of  very  serious  consideration,  and  worthy  of  very 

I  must  now  pay  a  mote  particular  attention  to 
the  last  speech  of^the  gentleman  from  PeDniylTa- 
nia,  (Mr.  Gallatin,)  and  1  will  begin  with  tlie 
avowal  which,  he  asserts,  I  have  made,  and  in 
which  he  so  greatly  triumphs.  According  to 
him,  I  hare  avowed,  and  those  gentlemen  witk 
whom  I  have  the  booor  to  act,  and  who  he  la 
pleased  to  call  "  my  party,"  have  avowed, 'by  ray 
mouth,  that  their  object  all  along  has  been,  and  i^ 
to  involve  the  country  in  a  war  against  France, 
for  the  purpose  of  crashing  and  destroying  iheit 
political  opponents.  Tbia  is  the  avowal  which, 
accordiiis  to  that  gentleman,  I  have  eiplicitly 
mode.    Let  ua  see  how  it  is  made  out.    When  1 
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Iwd  the  honor  lasl  of  addressinc  the  House,  I  stated' 
"th&l,  admitiiog  the  French  Oaremmeal  to  hare 
■  partf  here,  as  it  has  all  alotig  asserted,  that  par- 
(T,  Dbserviog  the  rising  spirit  and  indigaatioo  of 
tLe  country,  would  naturally  b«  led  to  conclude, 
that  a  peneverance  by  France  in  ibe  same  course 
of  offensive  and  outrageous  conduct,  would  speed- 
ily produce  an  open  war,  a  natural  and  necessary 
coiweqaeBce  of  which  would  be,  to  deprive  France 
of  all  interest  and  influence  in  this  country,  and  lo 
aTerwhelmthemaelTes,andherpartisans,iDaBtotin 
of  public  indignation  and  odium.  I  further  slated, 
that  this  party,  admitting  it  to  exist,  woold  natu- 
nlty  be  led,  by  these  reflections,  to  take  steps  for 
prerailine  on  France  to  change  her  conduct,  at 
Mast,  so  far  as  lo  preserve  appearances ;  and  for 
this  end  they  would  probably,  seud  an  envoy, 
andinsUnct  him  to  hold  such  and  such  language." 
These  were  the  oboerTatious  from  which  the  gen- 
tleman has  extracted  the  admission  wherein  he 
an  greatly  triumphs,  an  admission  whereby,  not 
only  I  myself,  but  what  he  ibinks  proper  to  call 
my  party,  are  to  be  convicted  of  laboring  to  bring 
about  a  French  war !  To  insist  that  a  French 
party,  if  one  there  be,  as  the  Freoch  iitform  us, 
most  see  its  own  destruction  in  a  war,  is  to  admit, 
according  to  this  ingenious  reasoner,  that  another 
party,  opposed  to  this,  does  wiih,  and  has  labored 
lor  a  war,  in  order  to  destroy  it !  Really,  if  this 
ii  a  specimen  of  the  offensive  war  wherewith  we 
are  threatened  by  that  genilemin,  his  attacks  will 
excite  more  smiles  [ban  apprehensions  in  those 
against  whom  ibey  are  to  be  directed.  Unless  he 
can  bring  belter  forces  than  these  into  the  field. 
this  new  Hoohe,  when  he  has  arrived,  by  some 
aeeideni,  within  sight  of  our  coasts,  will  find  him- 
■elf  bappy  to^et  Kick  into  his  own  port,  even  by 
the  frigidly  aid  of  fi^  and  storms. 

As  to  this  threat  of  an  offensive  war,  Mr. 
Bpeaker,  I  should  be  iitcliaed  to  answer  it  id  tbe 
words  of  the  poet — 

"  There  ia  no  tarra,  CoHiue,  in  thy  threats. 
For  we  are  am'd  so  strong  in  haaes^, 
ThU  tbej  do  paMUB  as  the  idk  wind^ 
Whidi  wa  regard  not" 

An  offensive  war!  That  gentleman  threatens 
thai  he  will  carry  on  an  offensive  warl  I  should 
really  like  lo  know  what  he  has  been  employed 
about  for  ire  rears  past.  Has  he,  or  hare  his 
political  associates,  erer  omitted  anjr  opportunity 
of  makiiig  personal  attacks  on  their  opponents, 
and  impaling  every  part  of  their  conduct  to  the 
rilest  motirea?  Is  it  not  notorious  that  the  gen- 
dcman  from  Pennsylvania  himself  is  more  remark- 
able for  personal  attacks,  and  personal  reflections, 
than  aaf  member  on  this  floor,  and  in  every  bai- 
de  of  this  kind  has  uaiformty  been  the  ai^ressorl 
Has  the  House  fotgoiien  his  behaviour  to  a  for- 
mer coUeamie  of  mine,  now  abroad,  whom  he 
fif^t  aeeosea  of  desiring  and  aiming  to  involve  the 
eonnlry  in  war,  and,  when  my  colleagtie  denied 
tbe  charge,  told  him.  in  plain  terms,  that  he  did 
lot  beliere  him?  Has  the  House  forgotten  how 
he,  on  another  occasion,  accnsad  the  same  gentle- 
nan  of  iotrodncing  and  aopporting  mcaiares  by 


the  orders  of  the  Eiecutivel  Is  it  forgotten  how, 
for  two  years  together,  he  made  perpetual  and  un- 
provoked  personal  attacks  on  me,  wbich  I  bore  pa- 
lienily,  in  hopes  that  ihey  would  at  length  be 
discontinued ;  and  how,  at  last,  he  went  so  far  as 
to  make  a  formal  speech  for  the  avowed  purpose 
of  proving  that  no  attention  was  due  to  anything 
which  I  advanced?  Knw,  when  those  who  sub- 
mitted so  long  to  his  attacks  find  it  necessary,  with 
a  slight  stroke  of  the  hand,  to  beat  him  away,  he 
raises  an  outcry,  as  if  unjustly  treated,  and  talks 
of  offensive  warl  Iwouldadrtse  him,  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  review  his  forces  before  he  begins  the  campaign. 
If  he  feels  so  much  pain  from  those  senile  touches 
which  be  has  hitherto  experienced,  let  bim  reflect- 
well  before  he  provokes  harder  blows,  from  which 
he  might  nol  so  soon  recover. 

The  ^ntlemaD  threatens  to  hold  up  certain 
persons  m  their  true  colors,  and  expose  them  to 
the  public.  Whom  does  he  expect  to  frighten  by 
this  meuaceT  X^t  me  remind  him,  before  he  be> 
gina,  of  an  old  proverb,  on  which  he  will  do  well 
seriously  lo  reflect,  "A  man  living  in  a  glass  house, 
should  never  throw  stones  athis  neighbors."    The 

5entleman's  own  habitation  is  exceedingly  briiile. 
L  small  pebble  will  be  sufficient  to  demolish  it. 
Let  him,  therefore,  beware  how  he  rashly  pro- 
vokes a  retort. 

On  this  subject  of  motives,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me 
be  permitted  to  ask  what  description  of  persons  it 
is  who  discover  most  soreness  when  motives  are 
even  glanced  atl  Who  cry  out,  and  writhe,  and 
shrinE,  with  their  bodies,  even  when  the  finger  is 
pointed  at  this  tender  part?  Let  those  answer 
who  have  attended  lo  the  debates  of  this  House. 

As  to  the  question  of  aggression  on  this  subject, 
who  can  have  any  doabts  that  recollects  ihe  coursg 
of  bvents  since  the  institution  of  this  Govern- 
ment; have  we  yet  forgotten  the  copious  and  filthy 
streams  of  abuse  habitually  poured  out  upon  the 
I»ivate  characters  of  those  persons  who  hare  beat 
concerned  in,  or  understood  to  favor,  the  system 
of  adminiatration  adopted  by  this  Qovemment; 
tbe  vile  motives  of  bribery,  eomiption,speculBiioo, 
and  foreign  influence,  to  which  their  conduct  Jias 
constantly  been  atiriWed?  Have  we  forffottea 
those  letters,  written  by  members  of  this  House, 
wherein  the  writer,  contrary  to  what  he  knew  to 
be  the  fact,  accuses  the  President  with  having  pro- 
vided for  his  own  son  at  Ihe  public  expense^  and 
points  out  members  of  the  House,  br  name,  as 
servants  of  the  Elxecntive,  acting  solely  from  the 
expectation  of  reward?  Have  we  foigotien  how 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  accused  my  for- 
mer colleague  of  coming  wiih  a  commission  in 
his' pocket  to  vote  for  his  own  salarv?  A  calumny 
which  was  iastanttjr  refuted  from  ilie  most  authen- 
tic documents.  Did  not  that  gentleman,  to  speak 
once  more  of  myself,  laiely  accuse  me,  when  I 
moved  for  the  publieatioa  of  ceriain  laws,  with 
acting  not  fVom  a  wish  to  diffuse  information, 
(which  I  had  declared  to  be  my  motive,)  but  from 
a  desire  to  play  off  a  party-trick  and  draw  my 
opponents  into  an  unpopular  step?  Did  he  not 
even  now  make  "a  similar  cha^  against  the  gen- 
tleman from  CoiHieciieut,  who  mtighi  forward 
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the  present  motion?  And  yet,  after  thus  charging 
members,  in  plain  termi:,  with  the  vilest  bypocrisf, 
he  makes  loud  complaints  about  motives! 

Mr.  H.  then  offered  to  read  the  letter  to  Mazzei, 
Bs  a  proof  [bat  the  most  illiberal  and  unqualified 
accusations,  oa  the  subject  of  moiives,  had  long 
D  deliberaiel;  circulated  a^inst  the  friends  and 
— — rs  of  the  Administration  but  the  Speaker 
it  lo  be  out  of  order.  And  he  concluded 
with  repeating  his  admoDLtion  to  the  gentleman 
from  PennsylraDia  (Mr.  Oallatim)  to  reflect 
well  before  be  commenced  a  war  to  which  his 
forces  were  so  unequal,  and  from  which  he  had 
so  much  more  to  dread  thaa  to  hope. 

Mr.  Gallat[h,  having  obtained  leare  to  speak 
a  third  time  to  the  same  question,  acknowledged 
that  many  of  his  remarks  yesterday  were  oT  a 
general  nature,  and  not  perfectly  applicable  to  the 
question  under  consideration;  bnt  he  had  been 
compelled  to  fallow  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  himself,  who,according  to  his  usual  habit, 
had  left  the  quesiion,  in  order  to  introduce  a  gea- 
eral  declamation  upon  the  supposed  motives  and 
actions  of  gentlemen  who  differ  from  him  in 
opioioD.  It  was  some  of  those  general  rcmarkjt 
which  he  called  offensive  war,  iKcause  it  was  a 
deviation  from  the  manuer  in  which  he  himself 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  debating  questions  before 
this  House,  and,  aotwithstanditig  what  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  iosinuaied  to  the 
contrary,  be  believed  it  would  be  allowed  that  the 
manner  m  which  he  argued  upon  any  proposition 
was  as  unexceptionable  astbatof  any  other  mem- 
ber. It  was  nijt  his  custom  to  depart  from  a  ques- 
tion under  discussion;  stilt  less  had  be  done  it, 
and  that  times  without  number,  as  that  gentleman 
bad  doue.  for  the  purpose  of  intrDduciog  declama- 
tion on  the  conduct  and  motives,  not  ^  one  man, 
bat  on  all  who  differed  from  him  in  opiotou  with 
respect  to  bis  favorite  measures.  By  offensive 
war,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  did  not  mean  personal  attack; 
but  a  retaliation  of  that  kind  of  attack  which  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carulina  himself  made. 
It  that  member  thought  proper  to  misrepresenr  the 
moiires  of  the  party  opposed  to  him,  be  would 
biniself  retaliate,  not  by  personality,  norbv  vague 
assertions,  but  by  bringing  forth  facts  to  show  the 
true  motive»of  the  party  to  which  that  ^nileman 
belong.  As  to  the  personal  attacks,  said  Mr.  G., 
which  be  states  I  have  made  upoo  him,  what  ai« 
tbey?  That  I  have  charged  that  gentleman  two 
years  ago  with  not  understanding  the  subject  of 
revenue.  Is  (bis,  said  Mr.  G.,  personality  1  Cer- 
tainly not.  How  could  I  resist  an  argument  on 
the  subject  o[  revenue,  made  by  that  gentleman, 
better  than  bv  showing  that  he  does  not  under- 
stand the  subject,  if  that  is  true'?  And  I  thiuk,  in- 
deed, the  gentleman  ought  to  be  obliged  lo  me  for 
having  tald  him  so ;  because  it  led  him  to  attend 
to  the  subject,  and  I  believe  he  understands  it  much 
better  now  than  he  did  then.  Mr.  G.  said  that, 
unconsciou.i  as  he  was  of  having  made  anypersonal 
attack  upon  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
or  any  other,  he  should  not,  however,  be  deterred. 
OD  a  proper  occasion,  from  carrying  into  effect 
that  kind  of  offensive  war  he  alluded  to,  from  that 


investigation  of  the  true  motives  of  that  mntle- 
man's  party,  by  any  threats  of  personal  retaliaiioD, 
especially  from  that  gentleman.  Of  whatever 
materials  his  house  might  be  composed,  it  was  at 
least  proof  against  any  pebble  which  that  gentle- 
man might  cast  against  it.  He  believed  that  bath 
his  private  and  political  character,  when  com- 
pared with  that  of  that  member,  were  not  in  much 
danger  of  being  hurt  by  any  insiuustiona  coming 
from  that  quarter. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  hu 
said  that  it  is  not  customary  for  him  to  ascribe 
wrong  motives  or  to  misrepresent  the  actiona  of 
bis  opponents.  Permit  me,  said  Mr.  G.,  to  make 
a  few  remarks  upon  what  has  fallen  from  him  in 
the  course  of  the  present  debate.  What  were  his 
arguments  or  assertions  yesterday?  They  were 
these,  "It  is  impossible,"  said  he,  "that  the  person 
who  went  to  France  should  have  gone  of  his  owa 
accord — that  he  coutd  have  been  so  silly  and  vain, 
since  be  could  not  possibly  e:xpect  to  produce  any 
effect ;  therefore,  he  must  have  been  sent  by  other 

fersons,  and  have  taken  credentials  with  him.  He 
rings  no  proof  of  this,  or  that  he  was  sent,  or 
authorized ;  but  it  must  be  believed,  because  he 
chooses  to  suppose  it."  This  Mr.  G.  considered 
as  one  of  those  general  attacks  which  it  would  be 

E roper  to  repel.  But  the  gentleman  does  not  stop 
ere.  The  person  who  went  to  France^  according 
to  his  assertion,  was  sent  there  by  individuals  who 
gave  him  credentials.  And  who  are  these  indi- 
viduals? They  are  a  party  in  the  United  States 
which  the  gentleman  chooses  lo  call  a  French 
rarty— a  party,  he  telLs  the  world,  upon  which  ihe 
French  depend  for  assistance  to  enslave  Ibis  coun- 
try ;  and  the  gentleman  proceeded  to  inform  the 
House  what  must  have  been  the  language  of  this 
party,  through  their  agent,  to  the  French  Direc- 
tory. And  this  is  the  ground  which  the  gentle- 
man takes  to  show  the  necessity  of  passing  thn 
resolution.  This  was  not  the  first  time,  Mr.  u. 
said,  that  arguments  of  this  kind  had  been  broueht 
forward  tosupport  propositions  which  had  nooin« 
foundation  but  that  gentleman's  own  fertile  ima- 
gination.    This  is  the  kind  of  atuck  which  he 

When  the  gentleman  comes  forward,  said  Mr. 
G.,  and  tells  you  that  the  individuals,  generally 
speaking,  with  whom  he  differs  in  opinion^atea 
French  party ;  when  be  tells  you  it  is  the  viewci 
ihat  party  lo  revolutionize  this  country ;  that  there 
is  a  modern  system  which  they  mean  to  carry  inw 
effect  by  means  of  foreign  aid,  am  I  not  right,  ^d 
Mr.  G.,  in  attributing  these  assertions  to  a  design 
in  that  gentleman  to  support  a  system  of  alarm 
which  he  wished  to  exist  in  this  country  7  Nay,  on 
this  very  day,  that  gentleman,  following  the  gea- 
man  from  Massachusetts,  has  gone  upon  ground 
nearly  similar.  He  has  said  that  the  op'posera  of 
this  resolution  support  a  Jesuitical  or  Jacobin- 
ical doctrine ;  that  the  end  of  a  thing  justifies 'be 
means  by  which  it  is  accomplisbei  This  doc- 
trine, said  Mr.  G.,  so  contrary  to  every  principle 
of  integrity,  is  charged  upon  us  without  the  least 
proof.  What  does  this  mean,  but  that  all  thwe 
who  oppose  thia  leaolution,  and  all  others  of  n^ 
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pfflblietn  opinion,  are  d^init  in  iDteerity, 

ererjrilunK  sacred?  Wbo  has  eret  Mid  that  the 
end  justifies  the  means  by  which  it  ii  attained  1 
Has  it  been  said  by  aof  member  oppo«ed  to  ihti 
resolation  that  it  was  wrong  in  this  person  first  lo 
act,  bat  (hat,  if  mod  effects  were  produced,  the 
wrour  nngbt  to  be  overlooked?  No  such  ihini;. 
It  had  been  on  the  cantrarytaid,  that  if  there  was 
BO  criminality  in  the  act,  no  had  inteniioo,  and  no 
t»d  effect  produced,  the  whole  was  innocent.  It 
had  never  been  said,  that  proTJded  the  effect  was 
good,  though  the  act  was  crimiDal,  it  ought  not  to 
be  punished ;  but  that  the  act  itwlf  was  not  crimi- 
aal ;  and  that  the  rewlution  ought  to  be  confined 
to  thepanishmentinotofaDycorrespODdeocewbat- 
eTer,  but  ofcriminal  cormpondence  only;  whilst 
its  supporters  insist  that  every  act  of  that  kind, 
howcTer  innocent  in  itself,  ought  to  he  punished, 
because  the  eflect  might  be  mischierous. 

Hr.  Q.  aaid.  as  he  was  up,  he  now  would  con- 
aider  aome  other  arffumenta  which  had  been  used 
in  iaror  of  this  resoluiion.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  has  said  that  it  was  right  to  lay  this 
leaolntion  upon  the  table;  and  his  argument  in 
favor  of  it  was,  that  it  had  been  understood,  at  the 
beginning  of  this  session,  that  it  was  intended  to 
bring  forward  a  motion  to  repeal  the  alien  and 
sedition  laws,  and  that,  then,  gentlemen  would  of 
course  bring  forward  every  argument  to  influence 
the  pvasioos  of  the  public,  and  that  therefore  the 
friends  of  the  present  resolution  had  tbonght  it 
right  to  give  the  first  blow,  and  choose  their  own 
gronnd  to  fight  upon.  This,  said  Mr.  O.,  is  an 
acknowledgment  that  this  proposition  is  nothing 
more  than  a  manauTre,  and  justifies  what  I  have 
already  said,  that  the  friends  of  the  alien  and  se- 
dition hills  chose  rather  to  attack  us  on  this  gronnd 
than  to  wait  till  a  proposition  for  a  repeal  of  those 
laws  is  brought  forward,  where  they  ieel  we  must 
hare  the  adraatage.  Mr.  Q.  said,  he  gave  credit 
to  gentlemen  forhaTing  selected  this  ground,  as 
the  resolation  has  something  specious  on  the  lace 
of  it.  It  is  a  good  mancsuTre ;  but  it  is  neverthe- 
less a  mancenvre,  according  to  gentlemen's  own 
aekno  w)  edgment 

In  support,  however,  of  the  proposition,  the  same 
geotlcmau  has  told  us  that  it  was  at  least  very 
Okely  that  if  the  person  who  was  lately  in  France 
had  era  risked  anything  in  wriltog,  or  in  public, 
everything  said  or  written  had  been  extremely  pro- 
per in  itself— such  as  no  person  need  be  ashamed 
of.  and  such  as  would  ratner  operate  in  his  favor, 
vben  known,  than  otherwise.  At  the  same  time, 
he  rernarked  that  we  do  not  know  the  subjects  of 
his  private  eonversations  with  the  metnbers  of  the 
French  Government;  so  that  all  his  ostensible  sets 
were  right,  and  all  his  secret  ones  wrong.  Now, 
nid  Hr.  G.,  if  a  law  is  passed  on  this  subject,  it 
can  only  have  effect  upon  ostensible  correspond- 
ence; and  yet,  the  gentleman  says  that  ostensible 
acts  will  always  be  right.  Mr.  O.  believed  the 
gentleman  had  told  the  House  what  was  true;  and 
that  if  any  person  wished  to  carry  on  a  criminal 
correspondence  with  a  foreign  Qovernment,  they 
will  do  it  secretly,  and  not  in  the  open  manner  in . 
which  )b«  genilemao  alludwl  to  has  lately  done. 


He  believed  the  publicity  of  this  proceeding  \i  the 
best  argument  in  its  favor.  He  spoke,  howevet, 
only  from  conjecture ;  when  he  was  better  ac- 
quainted with  that  busiuebs,  it  was  possible  he 
might  be  obliged  to  condemn  it. 

When  he  had  heretofore  pttacked  this  resolution, 
it  was  said  he  had  attacked  its  details  only,  ana 
not  its  ^riociple;  yet  those  details  made  up  the 
whole  ol  the  resolution.  Mr.  O.  here  repealed  tha 
ohjectioDS,  which  be  had  before  staled,  to  the  reso- 
lution, insiBiing  that  no  unauthorized  individual 
could  usurp  the  Executive  authority,  and  that  a 
disiiocliOQ  WIS  not  made  between  private  corre*- 

rondence  and  public  negotiation.  Mr.  G,  said  he 
■d  also  madea  distinction  between  an  iodiridnat 
acting  on  hia  own  account  and  a  person  being 
sent  to  a  foreign  Govemmeni  bv  a  party.  He 
thought  this  distinction  correct.  If  a  person,  from 
enthusiasm,  or  any  other  cause,  not  criminal,  un- 
dertook to  open  a  correspondence  with  a  foreign 
Government,  not  intended  to  defeat  any  negotia- 
tion of  the  Government,  or  to  involve  the  country 
in  a  war,  or  to  invite  foreign  aggression,  he  be- 
lieved it  would  be  perfectly  innocent ;  but,  if  a 
combination  of  men  were  lo  combine  ihemselra 
as  a  party  against  the  Government  of  their  conntry, 
and  for  that  purpose  select  an  Bnvov  in  order  to 
n^otiaie  for  them,  he  should  consider  su&  con- 
duct as  hi|^ly  improper. 

A  gentleman  from  ConnecticDt  made  use  of  an  , 
argument  yesterday  which  had  not  been  noticed. 
He  said  that  a  foreign  nation  who  means  to  con- 
fer a  benefit  upon  another  nation,  will  never  n^o- 
liatewilb  an  onautborized  individual;  that,  if  one 
Government  was  disposed  to  treat  with  another, 
they  would  for  ever  reject  the  interference  of  pri- 
rate  individuals;  and  that,  when  a  Goremment 
opens  a  correspondence  with  an  individual,  it  shows 
upon  the  face  of  the  transaction  *  want  of  sincerilr 
to  obtain  the  object  in  view;  and  that  the  French 
Government,  therefore^  baring  lent  an  ear  to  an 
individual  American  citizen,  had  shown  a  want  of 
its  siilcertiy;  that  it  is  always  crinunat  to  hold 
such  a  eorresBondence,  and  that  it  ought  to  be 
restrained.  But  did  the  gentleman  who  laid  this 
doctrine  down  perceive  whither  ii  would  lead  to? 
If  it  be  criminal  for  an  individual  to  negotiate 
with  a  Government,  is  it  not  equally  criminal  in 
a'Ooveniment  to  negotiate  or  correspond  with  an 
individual?  If  it  beso.  andalsoaproof  of  a  want 
of  sincerity,  how  will  iliis  apply  to  the  conduct  of 
our  Qovernment?  Take  the  resolution  upon  the 
table,  and  transfer  it  on  that  of  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred,  and  it  will  appear  in  the  shape  of  a  law 
for  punishing  Messrs:  X  and  Y  for  carrying  on  an 
unauthonzed  correspondence  with  the  American 
Govemmeot  throogh  our  Commissioners.  Let  it 
be  remembered  that  our  Envoys  did  op«i  a  cor- 
respondence with  X  abd  Y;  one  of  them  averred 
that  he  was  not  an  agent  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, and  that  he  had  no  object,  except  that  of  pro- 
moting the  welfare  of  the  United  States,  and  that, 
when  they  opened  that  negotiation,  they  had  no 
proof  that  even  the  other  was  authorized.  Would 
It  be  said,  then^  that  our  Ghivemment  was  not  sin* 
cere  in  Iheir  wishes  to  obtain  pcac^  from  their  har- 
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iiifC  caitied  on  anch  a  cairetpondenM  1  Mr.  G. 
said, KS  he  did  not  agr««  in  the  dociTiae,he  did  not 
agree  in  the  conclusioo.  He  believed  there  were 
cases  in  which  GoTernments  are  oblij^ed  to  hftTC 
lecourse  to  indirect  means  of  negotiation ;  and  as 
oui  Commisionen  were  not  accepted,  perhaps  it 
was  riffht  for  them  to  do  as  thef  did,  id  order  to 
gel  finally  heard  b^  tbe  QoTernment.  In  the  lame 
maaoer.  after  all  intercourse  bad  been  cut  off  be- 
tween tne  two  countries,  the  French  Oovemment 
might  correspond  with  an  American  citizen  in 
France,  without  giviDganjr  evidence  of  their  iusin- 
cerily*  Whether  they  had  done  so,  or  not,  he 
could  not  say :  their  actions  must  show. 

The  same  gentleman  spoke  of  what  be  called  tbe 
diplomatic  skill  of  France.  This,  Mr.  G.  raid,  had 
long  been  a  favorite  expression — to  him  it  always 
appeared  ridiculous,  becausej  if  any  nation  has 

Sven  proof  of  their  want  of  wisdtnn,  in  this  respect, 
e  French  have  done  it  in  their  diplomatic  inter- 
course with  this  country.  Amongst  all  the  foreign 
Hinisteis  who  hare  been  sent  to  this  country,  it 
must  be  acknowledged  that  none  have  evinced  so 
little  diplomatic  skill  as  those  of  the  French  Re- 
public. The  French  appeared  to  him  to  have, 
m  their  euthusiasm  at  first,  and  then  in  the  intox- 
ication of  viciorv,  very  unwisely  set  aside  those 
rules  'tfbich  had  been  adopted  by  all  other  nations 
in  their  mutual  intercourse,  and,  in  so  doing,  they 
had  been  guilty,  in  bis  opinion,  not  of  a  displBr  of 
diplomatic  skill,  but  of  egregious  folly.  They  had 
made  a  most  curious  display  of  diplomatic  bkill  in 
luving  called  home  their  Minister  from  this  coun- 
try, and  in  having  sent  back  ours  unaccepted.  Bo 
tb«t,  though  therfe  is  in  this  country,  accordiDg  to 
the  represeutaiioDS  of  certain  gentlemen,  a  party 
ready  to  join  the  French  nation  in  any  of  iheir 
schemes  against  this  country,  and  although  the 
French  wish  to  countenance  and  promote  that 
party,  they  have  themselves  cut  on  every  means 
of  correspondence  through  which  those  aomestic 
traitors  might  have  carried  on  their  nefarious  pro- 
jects, without  any  suspicion  whatever. 

But,  Mr.  G.  believed  it  was  immaterial  to  us 
whether  the  French  have  diplomatic  skill,  or  not — 
whether  their  views  upon  this  country  are  inimical, 
or  not,  as  it  respects  this  resolution.  He  had  him- 
self never  been  alarmed  (as  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  has  expressed  himself  to  be)  from 
the  view  of'what  has  pasted  in  other  counlries. 
He  had  not  been  alarmed,  because  he  considered 
the  internal  situation  of  this  country,  and  our  dis- 
tance from  Kurope,  as  two  sufficient  safeguards. 
He  considered  our  internal  situation  to  1^  such 
(divided  in  opinion  as  we  unfortunately  are)  as 
not  to  admit  the  supposition  that  there  can  be  a 
party  in  this  country  disposed  to  make  any  change 
IB  tne  form  of  Government  which  we  nave  the 
lUppiness  to  enjoy.  There  are,  raid  he,  I  know, 
men  in  this  country  who  are  dissatisfied  with  some 
of  the  measures  of  die  Administration,  and  not 
only  with  the  meosares  of  the  Administration,  but 
also  with  some  of  the  acts  of  Congress ;  but  the 
remedy  which  they  wish  and  seek  for  is  not  a 
levolution,  but  by  tbe  means  pointed  out  by  the 
CoDstitulion — by  enlightening  the  minds  of  tbe 


people,  through  the  medium  of  tbe  press,  with  re- 
spect to  their  true  interests;  by  convincing  them 
that  certain  meftsareiarewroiig,aDd  by  persuading 
them  lo  effects  change  in  these  measures,  by  means 
of  tUctione.  Any  other  change  which  could  bo 
accomplished,  would,  undoubtedly,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  had  said,  "Plunge  a  da^ 
ger  in  the  breasts  of  those  who  sapported,  as  well 
those  who  apposed,  it !"  No  man  in  this  coun- 
f  can  possibly  have  an  interest  in  changing  the 
Histilution.  Men  who  generally  a^oy  mdepea- 
denccjOrmore  than  independence,(wbich  is  mostly 
the  case  in  that  part  of  the  country  where  some  M 
the  measures  of  QovernmcDt  are  most  condemned,) 
have  nothing  to  hope  from  such  a  change.  They 
may  wish  to  see  other  persons  in  ihe  a3mii)isti»> 
tiOD  of  Government,  but  would  never  consent  t» 
any  revolutionary  risk  to  obtain  this  end. 
'  And  if  there  are  no  men  in  this  country  who 
wish  to  effect  a  revolution,  said  Mr.  G.,  still  less 
are  there  any  wbo  wish  for  foreign  aid  to  assist 
ibem  in  such  a  work.  But  if  they  did,  how  was 
it  10  be  obtained  ?  Did  not  our  distance  from  Eu- 
rope, and  the  want  of  naval  resources  of  that  na- 
tion whose  interference  was  appehended,  secure 
us  from  that  danger?  That  alarm  appeared  to 
him  too  ridiculous  for  serious  consideration. 

Mr.  Q.  had  already  observed,  that  if  any  law 
were  passed  upon  this  subject,  it  ought  to  be  found' 
ed  u^n  a  resolution  which  ^ould  define  what  is 
criminal,  and  what  is  notj  and  he  was  not  eon- 
firmed  La  this  opinion  hy  any  nation  ever  having 
passed  a  law  of  the  nature  ot  the  one  now  proposetL 
He  recollected  having  seen  printed,  during  the  lato 
war,  a  correspondence  between  en  English  subject 
and  an  agent  of  France,  on  the  subject  of  the  dif- 
ference between  the  two  countries ;  and  be  recol- 
lected that,  on  a  trial  for  treason,  it  had  been  stated, 
that  where  a  correspondence  tends  to  lead  an  ene- 
my lo  desist  from  their  riolence  against  the  conn' 
try  to  which  the  correspondent  belongs,  it  is  so 
far  from  being  criminal    that  it  is  worthy  of 

He  had  never  heard  of  a  nation  legislating  on  the 
general  ground  proposed ;  and  though  it  has  been 
said,  that  when  a  bill  is  reported,  it  will  be  more 
defined,  gentlemen,  by  their  arffumeats,  lell  ns  lb* 
reverse;  for  they  say  that  any  kind  of  correspond- 
ence oughl  to  be  punished.  Mr.  G.  mentioned 
this  on  account  of  what  had  fallen  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia. 

Mr.  G.  conclnd^,  by  saying,  that  he  was  sensi- 
ble that  the  ground  selected  by  gentlemen  for  this 
debate  was  a  specious  one,  and  nad  been  selected 
with  sagacity ;  that  it  was  such  an  one  as  it  would 
have  been  most  prudent  not  to  have  opposed  them 
on.  And  if  this  had  been  merely  a  declaratory 
opinion,  unconnected  with  any  law,  he  would  have 
suffered  it  to  pass  over  without  remark ;  but  when 
he  saw  it  was  to  be  the  foundation  of  a  penal  law, 
whatever  advantage  gentlemen  may  take  of  the 
opposiiion  to  alarm  the  public  mind,  he  considered 
it  a  duty,  which  he  could  not  abandon,  to  oppose 
it  in  every  shape.  If  the  reiolntioD  was  however 
adopted,  and  if^when  the  bill  is  reported,  it  should 
be  free  from  the  objections  which  he  had  brougu 
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i^mioK  the  ratoluuoQ,  he  should  then  withdraw 
ku  oppcMtion. 

Mt.  J.  WillulJIs  said,  that,  notwithstatiding  the 
deciaratioDortheseatleiiuawhohBdja)!  sat  down, 
be  did  iu>t  think  his  opposition  to  this  resolulton 
would  warrant  a  belief  ofil;  because  his  arguntent* 
went  tojuttiry,aot  only  the  latE  transaction,  but  to 
lajF  it  down  as  a  muiu  that  any  person  whaceTer 
may  do  the  same  thing.  He  (hoaght  gentlemen 
would  have  done  well  lo  have  taken  the  idTice  of 
the  gentleman  from  Qeoigia,  and  reterred  iheir 
objecciona  until  the  bill  was  reported ;  but  ibey 
hare  chosen  a  contrary  coarse,  and  determined  to 
(ypoae  the  principle  in  all  its  stages.  During  the 
l^taeEsion,lheHousewasemploycd  for  four  weeks 
in  diacBsaiug  the  propriety  of  sending  certain  Min- 
ifiicn  alMoad.  OentlemeD  w«ie  for  baving  fewer 
none,  bat  now  they  are  in  favor  of  any  individual 
who  chooaes  to  become  a  negotiator.  If,  said  Mr. 
W,  we  mean  to  preserve  our  CooiiitutioD  and 
Oorernment,  an  innovation  of  this  kind  ought  to 
he  strietlf  guarded  agaiosl.  It  is  derogaioty  to  a 
Republican  Government,  continued  he,  to  see  it 
announced  in  a  foreign  paper  that  an  Envoy  has 
arrived  from  the  Uoiied  States,  but  afterwards  con- 
Uadicted  and  said  to  be  a  person  come  to  ureit, 
but  uoaaihorized  by  the  GovernmenL  It  would 
appear  that  the  Government  of  any  country  which 
would  treat  with  such  a  jwnon  must  despite  the 
priuciples  of  RepobUeanism ;  because  everything 
done  eoBtiaiy  to  the  wiU  of  a  majority  is  contrary 
to  Republican  principles. 

Oar  Government  sent  Commissioners  to  Fn 

to  treat,  but  the  French  Directory  refused  to  treat 
with  ibenv  Certain  gentlemen  iben  say  they  will 
send  a  man  themselvev^for  no  one  can  believe 
that  the  persmi  went  of  his  own  accord.  He  be- 
lieved no  ceniieman  could  say  so.  And  if  he  did 
not  go  by  hi*  own  authority,  by  what  authority  did 
be  go?  It  must  have  been  an  authority  directly 
apposed  to  the  will  of  the  majority.  Mr.  W.  sup- 
Kwed  the  opposition  which  the  gentleman  from 
PennEyivania  has  given  to  this  resolution,  had  car- 
ried him  farther  t^n  he  intended.  He  had  said 
that  the  resolution  carried  a  deelaralioo  of  war  on 
the  face  of  it.  Was  not  ibis  sendiog  out  unneces- 
sary «lann  to  the  people?  Certainly  it  was.  And 
what  was  it  followed  wiib  ?  Th&t  a  standing 
aimy  was  found  to  be  necessary  to  destroy  the  re- 
maining liberties  of  the  people.  What,  said  Mr. 
W,,  gave  rise  to  this  standing  army  7  What,  but 
the  oppooition  of  these  very  gentlemen  1  Had  tbey 
not  innamed  the  minds  of  the  people,  procured 
public  meetings,  and  at  length  produced  an  insur- 
rection in  the  country  ?  By  tbis  conduct,  ihey 
have  pal  thecoimtry  to  vast  unnecessary  expense; 
even  the  present  debate,  which  they  had  been  the 
eaiue  of,  would  cost  the  public  a  large  sum.  Had 
it  not  been  for  the  oppositiou  of  these  gentlemen, 
larp  expenditures  would  have  been  saved  to  the 
tyUuM-  When  aoythinglike  a  measure  of  defence 
is  supposed,  they  are  sure  to  arrest  its  progress,  by 
oeeasKHiiug  a  long  debate.  Aod  yet  ibe  excessive 
expendiinreof  Government  is  always  attributed  lo 
its  friends  and  supporters ;  whereas  the  very  re- 
verse is  t^  &et.    £ven  in  the  most  triOiag  tnui- 


n  debate. 


Wbf 


t,  day  after  day  is  taken  up  ii 
_  suffer  ibe  present  resolution  L_  __  ._  _  „„„- 
miitee  and  when  their  report  is  made,  the  sufajeot 
could  be  discussed  in  Committee  of  the  Wholak 
He  hoped  every  genileman  who  wishes  to  support 
the  Constitution  and  Government,  would  not  op- 
pose a  measure  intended  lo  support  them.  He  b»- 
lieved  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  discriminab- 
iog  between  criminal  correspondenoes  and  those 
which  are  innocent.  Gentlemen  suppose  it  would 


happy  thing  if  a 
peace  lor  i' 


d  a  panr 

ostilen*- 


individual  could  proeoea 
itry,  which  it  was  not  in  tht 
of  the  Government  to  obtain.  But,  sai4 
he,  suppose  two  countries  are  at  war,  ai  ' 
or  an  individual  were  to  go  to  one  of  the  1 
tiotu  from  tbe  other,  and  advise  them  to  continot 
thewsrforacertaio  timeloDffer,(  when  they  wouU 
otherwise  be  disposed  to  make  peace,)  by  an  kEsu»- 
anee  that,  if  tbey  did  so,  iheir  enemy  would  surren- 
der aidiscretion.  Yet  this,  it  might  be  said,  was  ui»- 
dertaken  from  the  best  motives.  If  an  luauthw- 
ized  person  were  to  come  to  this  country  fron 
Praoce,  he  wouldberejecied  at  onee:  and  FniBC* 
had  proved  herself  to  be  no  Republic,  by  VtitV 
differently,  and  paying  so  little  respect  to  repub- 
lican principles. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  that  notwithstanding  the  a*- 
monition  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  wb* 
generally  occupied  unnecessarily  as  much  tima  aa 
any  member  in  the  House,  he  wished  to  say  a  faw 
words  on  this  question.  It  was  said  this.propost- 
tion  was  necessary  for  defence.  He  had  waitci 
with  some  impatieoce  to  hear  what  son  of  defoioe 
it  was  to  afford,  without  being  gratified.  At  tha 
last  session,  it  was  said  that  certain  laws,  whidi 
had  since  proved  very  obnoxious,  were  intended 
as  objects  of  defence,  hut  be  had  never  heard  at 
any  thev  had  afforded,  and  tbis  measnie  appean4 
lo  be  of  the  same  description,  brought  forwardfot  the 
purpose  of  anticipating  another  qnestioii,  viz ;  a 
motion  for  repealing  the  alien  and  sedition  lawa. 
He  believed,  if  gentlemen  wished  to  provide  da- 
fence  for  the  country,  they  must  do  it  by  means  of 
guns,  powder,  and  men.  aniTnot  by  such'  laws  aa 
these. 

Mr.  M.,said  he  had  heard  a  great  hue  and  err 
against  a  French  party  in  this  country.  If  such  % 
party  exi*ts,  why  can  they  not  be  pointed  out  ?  it 
might  as  well  be  said  that  there  is  a  British  party  in 
Ihiseountry.  He  believed  there  existed  fullasmoch 
reason  for  tay'va^  there  is  the  one  as  the  other.  Hw 
reason  for  ibiobng  so  was  that  great  part  of  the 
commerce  of  this  country  is  carried  on  by  mean 
of  British  capital,  and  British  subjects  are  sem 
from  one  end  of  the  Continent  to  tbe  other.  And 
will  not  thU  capital,  and  these  persons,  produce  a 
British  interest  ?  The  diplomatic  skill  of  Frane^ 
Mr.  M.,  said,  was  continually  preached  up.  It  baa 
been  clearly  sbown,  that  they  bad  never  diseoT- 
ered  any  of  this  skill  in  sending  Ministers  hece. 
But,  if  he  might  speak  out,  he  would  say,  that  the 
British  had  discovered  more  diplomatic  skill  in 
tbis  country  than  any  other  nation,  and  that  tba 
present  British  Minister  bad  shown  more  of  it  than 
any  other.  [The  SpDASBa  declared  such  ranuifa 
out  of  order.]    Mr.  M.  said,  thai  it  had  been  insm- 
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Uturpaiion  of  Executive  Atdhority. 


Dated,  that  all  ihose  who  wish  to  frateroize  with 
France,  and  to  pay  them  the  £50,000,  which  they 
demaaded  of  un.  would  oppose  ell  measures  of  thi9 
kind.  He  had  tiimself  never  heard  of  a  roan  will- 
JDg  to  give  a  cent  to  France  to  procure  peace.  If 
'  Fmnce  could  belicTc  there  is  a  party  in  Inia  coun- 
try in  her  interest,  she  must  have  collected  the  be- 
lief frora  sach  observations  as  these. 

It  had  been  said,  that  certain  gentlemen  high  to 
authority  in  this  country  were  privy  to  ihe  depart- 
ure of  the  gentleman  who  was  latdy  in  France. 
For  aught  he  knew,  these  ^enilemao  might  have 
named  aim.  But  it  was  a  little  extraordinary, «ai(] 
Mr.  M.,  that  In  our  discussion  □□  this  floor,  we 
•hould  be  talking  of  an  officer  in  our  Oovernraent 
beinga  traitor.  Sach  kind  of  language  can  have 
no  effect  but  to  create  suspicions  in  the  minda  of 
the  People  that  that  man  is  an  enemy  to  this  coun- 
try. This  doea  not  look,  much  like  a  wish  to  con- 
ciliate differences  of  opinion,  but  the  contrary.  If 
gentlemen  possess  proof  of  any  malconduct  in  the 
person  particularly  alluded  to,  it  is  their  duty  to 
Drins  it  forward  and  put  him  from  the  situation  in 
whi%  he  is  placed ;  and  if  any  such  should  be 
brought,  no  man  would  be  nlore  desirous  of  seeiag 
him  displaced  than  he  should.  But  if  no  such  prooT 
exist,  it  is  a  strange  way  of  supporting  the  con- 
•tituied  authorities,  thus  lo  calumniate  a  man 
whom  the  people  have  thought  proper  to  place  in 
■o  high  a  station. 

An  expression  had  escaped  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  who  always  spoke  much  of  his 
American  feelings,  which  he  did  not  understand. 
He  said,  that  daring  ovr  Revolutionary  war,  there 
were  men  who  would  have  been  ready  to  have 
purchased  peace  by  submission.  Surely  the  gen- 
tleman must  hare  been  mistaken,  except  he  means 
auch  as  were  opposed  to  the  Revolution  from  the 
beginning.  [Mr.  HARPBRsaid  he  did  mean  those.] 
Every  body  knows,  continued  Mr.  M.,  that  such 
aa  took  up  arms  against  us,  would  have  heen  will- 
e  purchased  peace  by      '     *    ' 


ing  to  have 
Porhiso' 


'u  part,  he  saw  no  good  to  be  answered 
Me  could  not  conceive  how  an  indi- 


by  this  law. 

Tidual  could  usurp  the  Executive  authority  against 
the  voice  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  eup- 
portedbyallthe  force  of  the  Union;  and  ifanyinai- 
viduaL  were  so  mad  as  to  invite  over  a  French 
army,  he  woi^ld  find  himself  miserably  deceived,  if 
tie  expected  anybody  in  this  country  would  ioic 
them.'  He  did  not  think  a  single  man  coula  bt 
ibuad  that  would  join  a  French  standard.  But  if 
ire  were  even  in  a  stale  of  war,  and  an  individual 
could  prevail  npon  our*  enemy  to  offer  such  terms 
of  peace  as  onr  Government  would  be  willing  to 
accept,  it  would  be  a  good  thinr.  He  could  him- 
self conceive  no  situation  in  which  such  a  law  as 
is  proposed  could  operate ;  and  as  he  believed  oui 
Government  as  firmly  fixed,  as  the  land  we  live  on. 
he  aaw  no  necessity  for  any  such  measure. 

Mr.  N.  Smitr  wished  to  make  a  few  remarks 
in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  who 
had  noticed  some  of  his  former  observations.  The 
gentleman  had,  in  the  first  place :  misstated  his  ar- 
gument, and  then  answered  it  in  his  own  way.  li 
would  be  recollected  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 


ginia had  slated  to  the  House  that  if  an  individaal 
Bad  opened  a  correspondence  with  a  foreign  Oor- 
emment  for  the  benefit  of  his  country,  so  &r  from 
its  being  criminal,  it  would  be  praiseworthy,  li 
answer  lo  this,  Mr.  S.,  said  be  had  remarked,  that 
it  might  be  laid  down  as  a  general  rule,  that  do 
foreign  nation  would  open  a  correspondence  vitb  / 
an  individual,  intending  to  Ikvor  the  nation  to 
which  that  individual  belongs,  because,  if  ihsy 
were  inclined  to  do  this,  they  could  do  it  throuffl 
the  legal  organ.  In  answering  this  argument,  lu 
gentleman  states  it  differently.  He  makes  mf.  ^ 
served  Mr.  S.,  to  say  "  that  no  Caovemment  conU  - 
ever,  consistent  wiih  good  faith,  open  a  correspon- 
dence with  stieh  an  individual."  He  had  said  no 
such  thing.  After  differences  arise,  and  one  aft- 
'res  injuries  from  another,  many  indirect 
may  be  necessary  to  compel  the  ofieod- 
ing  nation  to  do  justice.  One  nation  may  eo  to 
war  with  another  consistent  with  good  faith,  bat 
who  ever  heard  of  this  being  done  to  confer  a  fa- 
vor? After  thus  misrepresenting  his  argument, 
he  did  not  even  attempt  to  answer  it ;  bni  at- 
tempted to  prove  that  our  Envoys  had  been  guilty 
of  misconduct.  Mr.  S.  did  not  wish  ihls  ow 
to  be  made  of  it.  Did  our  Envoys,  said  he,  treat 
with  a  set  of  persons  who  declared  they  were  not 
authorized  by  the  French  Government?  No;  the 
parsons  with  whom  they  negotiated,  said  they  were 
authorized  by  theGovernment,  andhehadnodoBbt 
they  were.  They  did  not  say,"  onr  Goverameal 
will  not  treat  with  you  ;  but  we  will,  being  of  a 
different  opinion  from  our  Government." 

Mr,  S.  would  notice  one  or  two  other  inerai- 
sistencies  in  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylraaia. 
Aware  that  he  h^  gone  too  far  io  declaring  that 
an  individual  might  assume  the  Executive  au- 
thority, he  attempts  to  qualify  the  doctrine  by 
saying,  that  an  individual  may,  but  a  parly  tniy 
not.  Whatl  an  individual  may  do  a  favor  to  hii 
country,  yet  several  individuals  may  not!  Strange 
inconsistency !  It  was  astonishing  that  the  gen- 
tleman coula  have  suffered  himaelfla  support  aucb 
an  opinion. 

The  same  gentleman  had  also  told  the  HouM 
that  there  is  a  difference  between  negotiation  and 
correspondence ;  and  that  a  negotiation  must  be 
criminal,  but  a  correspondence  maybe  perfectly 

f TO  per.  Where  is  the  difference  7  A  man  goes 
orward  and  corresponds  with  a  foreign  Govera- 
ment  with  respect  to  subsisting  differences  be- 
tween it  and  the  Government  of  the  country  to 
which  he  belongs,  What  is  this  but  negotiatingT 
And  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  does  not  pre- 
tend to  make  any  difference ;  because  his  argu- 
ment was,  that  such  a  person  could  do  no  harm, 
because  he  could  not  conclude  a  treaty.  In  short, 
said  Mr.  8.,  the  whole  comes  lo  this :  IT  this  na- 
tion and  another  ate  at  war,  and  our  enemy 
chooses  rather  to  negotiate  with  an  individnal 
iih  the  Government,  with  respect  to  peaca 


them  to  be  laid  before  tl     

if  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  is  sound,  they 
must  examine  each  of  these  treaties  to  see  whe- 
ther   they  are    proper   or  not     It  ia  true  the 


.d  by  Go  Ogle 


2545 


mSTOET  OF  CONGRESS. 


2546 


Dboimsbb,  179B.] 


bRDds,  and  not  in 
well  kii< 


GoreromeDt  would  doi  be  bound  to  ndopl  any 
of  these  trealin,  but  ihe^  will  be  obliged  to  iit 
down  and  forin  kq  opinion  apon  them.  Thus, 
the  power  of  carryinr  oa  forei^  ne^tiaiiQns 
would  be  taken  from  tne  Executire,  ttnd  placed 
in  the  hands  of  any  individual  who  might.choote 
to  enter  upon  tbe  business,  which  would  be  de- 
feating a  power  placed  in  the  President  by  [he 
Constitniioo  of  the  United  Slates,  and  which  is 
ao  gmrded  that  even  he  cannot  exercise  it  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  And  why, 
a^ed  Ht-  S.,  has  the  Constitution  been  Ihns  cau- 
tions? For  this  purpose — because  these 
ten  that  ought  to  be 

the  hands  of  a  DOTice  .        _  

foreign  nailions  will  always  look  well  to  their  own 
interests,  and  that  this  nation  ou^ht  lo  have  per- 
MDs  of  great  ability  and  integrity,  apd  person* 
who  have  the  good  of  iheir  country  at  heart,  em- 
ployed on  their  behalf.  But,  if  the  gentlemen  are 
right,  all  this  Consiitutional  barrier  is  to  be  thrown 
down,  and  the  business  lie  open  to  any  one  who 
will  take  it  np;  Mr.  S.  said,  it  was  astonishing 
to  him  that  gentlemen,  who  had  always  been  for 
limiting  the  power  of  the  President,  should  now 
■dranee  a  doctrine  which  gives  power  to  individ- 
oals  in  direct  opDOBiiion  to  the  Constitution.  If 
this  doctrine  haa  come  from  sentlemen  who  have 
never  been  so  sernpuloDs  on  Inis  subject,  it  would 
not  have  appeared  so  strange ;  but,  to  come  frora 
those  who  nave  ever  been  so  very  jealous  of  an 
extension  of  power,  is  perfectly  astonishiiig. 

Mr.  Habbison  called  for  the  reading  of  the  act 
proposed  to  be  amended ;  after  the  reading  of 
which,  the  yeas  and  oays  were  taken  upon  the 
resoluiion,  and  it  was  carried—yeas  65,  nays  23, 
as  follows ; 


John  Cfaapmso,  Mitthew  CUj,  Junes  Coehiaa, 
San  Ciaik,  Swaael  VfJDuu,  Thomas  T.  Dbtm,  John 
Deaoia,  Oeotfa  Dent,  WiUJam  Bdnond,  Thomas  Et- 
■M,  AIM  Pntar,  Dwight  Foatar,  Jonadun  Ftttmtn, 
Benry  Olm,  Cbannoay  Ooodiidi,  William  Gordon,  An- 


H.  Imlay,  Walter  Jomb,  Samual  Lyman, 
Janes  HacbJr,  William  Matthews,  Daniel  MMgan, 
]>wk  R.  Marris,  Harriaoa  O.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  Josi- 
ah  Parker,  Thomas  Pineknay,  John  Reed,  John  Rnt- 
ladge^nn.,  Janes  Schuramsn,  Samnel  Bewail,  Wil. 
ham  Sbcpud,  Thomas  Binnickscm,  Toupoon  J.  Skia. 
nsr,  Natbaniet  Smith,  Richard  Dobbs  SMight,  Peleg 
Spiagtie,  George  Thalcfaar,  Itichsrd  Thomas,  Matk 
ThonuoD,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  John  Trigg,  John  E. 
Tan  Aku,  JoMph  B.  Vsmum,  Peleg  Wsdnrorth,  Ro- 
bert Wahi,  John  Williams,  and  Robert  Wiltismi. 

Nats— David  Bard,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Robert  Brown, 
WiUiamCharlesColeClaibanie.  John  Cloptou,  Jossph 
Rggkaliiii.  Lucas  Elmandorf;  WUham  Findlev,  Albert 
QaDatin,  James  GiUlsnia,  Ctrtar  B.  BantMOQ,  Jonathan 
N.  Havms,  Matthew  Lock*,  Nalhaaid  Maoon,  Blair 
UcCknachan,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  WiUtam 


TriW. 


Richard  Sprigg,  jun.,  Ridkard  Stsnfard,  A1nan 
Philr  Van  O^landl,  aad  Abraham  VanaUa, 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ohiswold,  Mr.  Pihokhet, 
Mr.  BaLDWiN,  Mr.  Batabd,  and  Mr.  Spaioht,  be 
apjiointed  a  eommiltee,  pursuant  t(}  the  said  reao- 

MoitnAT,  December  31. 
Several  other  members,  viz:  from  Connecticut, 
JouK  Allen;  and  from  Virginia,  Samuel  J.  Ca- 
bell and  Thomas  CLAiBOHNE,appeated,  and  took 
iheir  seats  in  the  Houae. 

MPREBBMENT  OP  SEAMEN. 
Mr.  Oria  said,  he  was  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Defence  to  propose  a  resolution  to  th« 
House,  □□  a  subject  highlv  interesting  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  He  supposed  thai  it  was  kaown  to 
every  gentleman  present,  that  a  report  had  pre- 
vailed for  many  days  past  relative  to  the  impress- 
ment  of  a  number  of  American  seamen  from  a 
vessel  of  war  of  tbe  United  States  into  ao  armed 
ship  of  Great  Britain.  The  catnniiitee  are  sorry 
to  confess  that,  after  making  inquiry  into  the  sub- 
ject, there  is  too  much  reason  to  believe  the  re- 
port to  be  well  founded,  though  they  have  no  offi- 
cial information  on  the  subject.  It  is  conceived 
by  the  committee,  therefore,  that  an  tci  of  this  . 
sort  calls  for  tbe  attention  of  every  branch  of 
Government ;  and  though  they  have  full  confi- 
dence that  the  Executive  wilt  institute  an  imme- 
diate inquiry  into  the  subject,  and  take  measures 
to  prevent  similar  abuses  takins  place  in  future, 
ihey  think  it  necessary  that  tbe  Legislature  of  the 
Union  should  show  to  Great  Britain,  and  to  the 
world,  that  instances  of  abuse  of  this  kind  excite 
a  lively  sensibility,  and  that  tbey  are  determined 
to  protect  their  flag  against  any  country  whatever. 
It  IS  not  improbable,  said  Mr.  0.,  that  this  eir- 
cumAtance  may  call  for  some  Legislative  provis- 
ion, and  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  review  and 
amend  the  act  for  the  relief  and  protection  of 
American  seamen;  for,  unless  these  injuries  can 
be  removed  and  prevented,  little  success  can  he 
expected  to  attend  our  infant  navy,  which  haa 
been  considered,  both  in  and  out  of  this  House,  of 
tbe  greatest  consequence  to  this  country.  From 
these  considerations,  be  was  induced  to  offer  the 
following  resolution    for    the    adoption    of  the 

■•  Betohed,  That  the  PrMident  of  the  United  Slatsa 
be  requested  lo  Isy  bsbre  this  Bonse  such  inibrmatlon 
a*  ha  may  p  assess  ralativ*  to  ths  impreMmsnt  of  sea- 
men beliHiging  to  ths  United  Sistss  ■l^op.of-wBr  Bal- 
timore, into  any  ship  or  vesael  belonging  to  the  King  of 
Great  Biitstn." 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Harpgb,  that  this  resolu- 
tion might  lie  till  to-morrow,  it  was  ordered  to  lie 
upon  tbe  table. 

REMONSTRANCi:  OF  GEOROU. 

Mr.  Balowik  said,  he  hoped  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  a  further  postponement  of  the  Bank- 
rupt bill,  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee on  the  memorial  and  remonstranea  of  the 
Legislature  of  Georgia^  which  was  the  special  or- 
der of  this  day.    Cotning  from  the  Legislature  of 
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a  State,  it  claimed  respect  and  earlf  attention,  and 
the  subject-mac ler  of  it  had  Iodk  called  for  greater 
atteatioD  ;  that  Legislature  would  now  soon  be  in 
session,  and  had  a  right  Co  be  informed  of  ihe  de- 
termioatioD  on  che  sabject,  during  their  present 
■essioD.  He  was  confideat  there  had  been  no  in- 
tentional  disrespect  in  che  tieacmenc  of  it,  bat  ua- 
fbrtuuatelj'  it  had  too  much  the  appearance  of  it 
The  remonstrance  arrived  here  just  atler  the  ad- 
jonrameot  of  the  last  Congress ;  at  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  present  CoDgreas  end  earors  were  used 
to  prevail  on  members  to  eoDseot  to  take  it  up  al 
that  session,  but  the  determination  to  Cake  up  nc 
common  business,  and  to  confine  themselves  en- 
tirely CO  the  subjects  on  which  they  bad  been  spe- 
cially convened,  prevented  it.  At  the  opening  of 
the  last  session  the  subject  was  caken  up  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  who,  late  in  the  ses- 
sion, made  a  report  which  nad  given  him  much 
satisfaction  ;  he  hoped  the  adoption  of  it  by  Con- 
ness  would  give  satisfaction  to  the  State.  He 
diould  DOC  urge  ffeutlemen  to  any  question  upon 
it  immediately,  if  any  further  delay  was  dcKired. 

He*  hoped  tLey  would  consent  to  look  at  the 
sabject  a  little  this  morning;  the  transactions 
which  it  alluded  were,  some  of  them,  of  so  old  a 
*  date  that  they  were,  in  some  measure,  at  this  tim« 
out  of  view,  and  were  spread  over  so  much  sur- 
face that,  without  some  previous  discussion,  mem- 
bers  would  not  know  where  to  took  for  the  ne- 
cessary tnformation,  so  as  to  be  preparing  their 
minds  for  as  early  a  decision  upon  it  as  might  be 


Al^er  a  few  observations  from  Messrs.  Ona  and 
Barfer,  in  favor  of  proceeding  with  che  Bank- 
nipt  bill,  the  question  on  a  postponement  of  the 
unfinished  business,  was  put  and  carried— 42 
to  38. 

MIUTART  ESTABLISHMENT. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  enclosing  a  long  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to  the  MilitaTy  Es- 
tablishment, proposing  a  new  organization  and  in- 
crease  thereof ;  which  was  read,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Defence,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
RBM0N8TRANCE  OF  GEORGIA. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee (rf'  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on  the  represenCation  and  remoostrance  of 
the  Slate  of  Oeorgia;  whjch  was  read  as 
lows; 
"  R«p(Rt  of  the  committee  to  whom  wu  referred  th«  ro- 

pmentatiDn-uid  remoniliance  at  the  Legislatnre  of 

the  State  of  Oeorgia : 

■■Tliat  a  certain  tract  of  eountiy,  within  the  limila  of 
Georgia,  bonnded  by  a  line  begiimins  at  the  Ibrt  of 
Oconee  ^d  Ocnralgaa  livai^  and  thence  ranniug  in  ■ 
■oothweat  direction,  nnlil  it  wteneeti  the  most  Huth- 
em  part  of  St.  Maij'i  river,  thence  down  the  riv?r  to 
the  old  line,  was  ceded  by  the  Creek  nation  oflndiaiu, 
tA  the  said  State,  by  a  treaty  h^  between  the  Com- 
Bumaaen  of  eaid  State,  and  the  Creek  Indians  at  Gal- 
pidnloa,on  the  IMi  of  November,  1T8S,  whidl  tract  ri 
emntry  was,  bj  the  LegUatnra  of  mU  Btala,  fbrmed 


into  a  county,  by  the  name  of  Tallenee  county  ;  uid  the 
oenion  thereof  was  afterward  confirmed,  ata  treityheld 
between  the  nme  pvttca,  at  Nionldnbone,  on  tb<  3d 
day  of  November,  1786. 

"  Your  commitiM  finther  report,  that,  by  du  trea^ 
made  at  New  York,  betwaea  the  United  Statei  uid  the 
Creek  Indiani,  bearing  dale  on  the  1th  day  of  AncoM, 
1790,  abonndaiy  line  was  eetabhdied  between  the  nid 
nation  of  Indians  and  the  United  StUaa,  whereby  lb* 
above  described  tract  of  eountiy,  named  Takesee  coun- 
^,  was  dseUred  to  be  within  ttie  Indian  tenitoiy. 

"  The  committee  have  not  been  able  to  discover  upon 
what  prindplea  this  reUnqnishmient  of  Ihe  tanitoiy  of 
the  Stale  of  Georgia  was  acceded  to  on  the  pait  of  the 
United  State*,  itit  therefore  to  beprenimed  thatitwas 
done  upon  prind[dea  of  general  polity,  with  the  inten> 
tion  of  establishing  a  pemanent  peace  between  the 
United  States  and  the  aaid  nation.  They  are,  therefor^ 
of  opinion  that  compensation  ought  to  be  made  to  the 
State  of  Georgia  for  the  loss  of  this  territoiy,  snd  re- 
commend to  the  House .  to  adopt  the  following  resoln- 

"  Raolvtd,  lliat  the  United  States  will  make  com- 
petuation  to  the  State  of  Geotgia,  for  the  loai  and  dam- 
age sustained  by  that  State,  in  coiweqiieBce  of  the  eee- 
sion  of  the  coun^  of  Talessee,  made  to  the  Crerit  na- 
tion, b«  the  Tnaty  of  New  York,  nnlcM  it  shell  be 
deemed  expedient  to  eitingnieh  the  Indian  title  to  the 

"  Your  committee  have  paid  paitjookr  attention  to 
that  part  of  the  memnial  which  nJeles  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  inlercoiuas  lavrs,  and  are  of  opinion,  thet 
part  of  that  law  reqnima  rcvwal  and  ei[damttion,  bat  on 
account  of  the  advanced  period  of  the  ceseion,  and  the 
varie^  of  important  business  now  t>efi>re  the  Honset 
they  recommend  that  such  levisal  be  poetponed  ilDli] 
the  neit  maetiDg  of  the  Legiilatore." 

Mr.  Baldwin  said,  he  should  not  call  for  the 
reading  of  the  remonstrsuce,  as  ii  had  already 
been  twice  read,  and  had  also  been  published  in 
the  newspapers.  The  committee  in  their  report 
have  stated  such  parts  of  it  as  they  thought  ne- 
cessary to  lead  the  House  loa  decision.  Ic  is  seen 
ac  once  to  relate  to  two  objects:  what  they  con- 
sider as  a  dismemberment  of  the  Stace,  by  giving 
back  to  the  Indians  a  dictrict  of  country,  called 
Talessee  county,  and  the  injurious  operation  of 
the  act  for  regulating  trade  and  iniercaiirse  with 
the  Indiaus.  He  was  himself  at  New  York  at  the 
lime  when  the  treaty,  called  the  Treaty  of  New 
York,  was  made ;  he  knew  well  it  was  with  great 
concern  and  reluctauee  that  the  Federal  Govera- 
ment  consented  to  an  act  which  had  so  much  the 
appearance  of  dismembering  a  State,  as  giving 
back  Talessee  connty  to  the  Indians ;  but  that 
frontier  was  so  extensive,  the  savages  who  border 
upon  ic  were  so  much  more  numerous  and  hostile 
Chan  anv  others  in  the  United  States,  that  they 
were  induced  to  consent  for  a  time  to  the  relin- 
quishment of  that  district  lo  them,  as  the  counter- 
part of  all  the  other  conditions  which  they  obtain- 
ed in  that  treaty.  He  was  sure  it  wai  at  that  time 
(heir  expectation  and  design  to  have  before  now 
peaceably  repurchased  it  of  the  Indians.  The  act 
was  not  toimded  on  any  defect  in  the  right  of  the 
Slate  to  that  county;  bin  a  eboct  lime  before, 
three  GommisHtHieri,  viz:  Gkn.  Lincola,  Judge 
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Ofiffio.  ■  former  member  of  Conpen,  aad  Mr. 
Hampbreys,  who  ia  now  out  Miaisier  ai  Madrid, 
wen  acM  to  ezamiM  into  the  iiate  of  chat  fron- 
tier, and  to  form  trealiea  with  the  neigboring; 
tribes ;  they  were  imwearied  in  the  eieeniioB  of 
their  liuM,  visiled  the  frontier  in  petBon,  collected 
the  Indian  chiefs  to  meet  them  there,  to  learn  what 
iofgcBMlion  they  eonld  gtTe ;  they  afterwardi  re- 
turned to  the  seat  of  OoTemment  of  Ocorgia,  mod 
exawiwd  the  treaties,  laws,  and  joamali^  and  ex- 
aaained  i»diTidiHils  on  oath,  to  as  to  obtain  all  the 
isformation  that  it  was  possible  to  procure,  on  the 
spot.  On  their  retnni  they  made  a  special  and 
reiy  fiill  report,  a  copy  of  which  ts  oa  the  files  of 
Ae  Hoase,  and,  without  donbt,  is  to  be  regarded 
OB  thoae  sabjeets  as  a  docnmenl  paramount  to 
ererything  else,  at  the  time  it  was  made.  This 
fcennent  leares  no  doubt  of  the  fairness  of  the 
tnnneiion  in  the  treaties  of  1785  and  1786,  in 
which  this  Talessee  connty  was  purchased  and 
contained,  as  stated  by  the  committee.  The  giv- 
ing  it  back,  by  the  subsequent  Treaty  of  New 
Toik,  rested  only  on  the  importance  and  urgeocy 
of  the  ease,  as  the  ooly  possible  means  of  obiain- 


"!)? 


On  tbe  other  point  contained  in  the  remon- 
BHaace,  viz  :  the  ioiuriou*  operation  of  the  taw 
Kspectuag  trade  and  intereonrta  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  now  to  make 


that  law  expires  b^  its  own  limitation  with  t bis 
senion,  it  is  ■  subject  that  must  be  taken  up,  and 
at  that  lime  he  should  submit  to  the  ooosideration 
of  the  House  the  Tarioos  matters  which  seemed  to 
impress  ihemselrea  so  strongly  npon  the  minds  of 
his  CDiutituents. 

Mr.  B.  said,  the  report  of  the  commitlce  was 
peculiarly  grateful  to  him,  aad  he  hoped  the  con- 
hrmatioD  of  it  by  Congress,  would  be  so  to  his 
cMutitoenu,  because  the  iodiTidoals  who  com- 
poeed  the  committee  were  so  loog  and  so  well 
known  in  the  United  States,  that  tbeir  report  will 
be  lik^  lo  hare  a  gre«t  effect  in  finally  settling 
the  minds  of  people  on  those  old  subjects  of  rc- 
]»oach  and  discoid,  especially  as  it  is  in  direct 
conformity  with  the  copious  report  of  the  three 
Coniaiissioners  who  examined  into  the  same  sub- 
ject on  the  snot,  as  he  had  before  mentioned,  Tfai 

appeared  to  tdD —  "--  -  ' ' 

anee. 


ibea  I 


t  of  great  import' 


a  the  close  of  the  Revolution  lo  the  pres- 
ent lime,  these  reproaches  hare  always  been  at  the 
threshold,  to  epcouater  ererythiag  that  was  pro- 
posed in  behalf  of  that  growing  and  important 
pan  of  the  United  States.  The  ReToluiioo  had 
nged  there  lo  such  a  de^ee,  and  the  minds  of 
ware  so  embittered  against  each  other,  that  il 
fuiied  mon  than  the  usual  time  for  them  to  lav 
aside  the  fiereenes*  of  their  hostility.  Thongb 
lh»r  eneoiies  woe  driven  from  Aem,  ^et  they 
were  not  driven  beyond  the  recoil  of  their  resent- 
went.  This,  joined  to  thedisappointment  of  some 
pecnniary  enterprises  of  indiriauals  for  gain,  had 
been  the  cause  of  those  malignant  totTents  of  re- 
proach which  have  b«n  too  long  poured  forth  upon 


the  greater  part  of  their  councils,  and  upon  the 
□St  distinguished  of  their  public  servants. 
It  was  well  known  to  him,  and  to  some  who 
heard  him,  that  their  calls  for  protection  on  a  verr 
extensive  and  very  turbulent  frontier,  had,  tiU 
within  these  few  years,  always  been  repelled  with 
reproaches,  that  they  had  never  been  anything  but 
an  expense ;  were  totally  delinquent  in  liearing  the 
burdens  of  the  Revolution  ;  that  they  had  been 
carried  through  entirely  at  the  expense  of  the  other 
"'  'sa;  and  that  thev  ought  not  now  to  be  pro- 
d  any  ftirther  till  they  were  willing  to  par 
requisitions.  When  this  Mproaeh  was  wiped  ra 
by  the  report  of  the  General  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners, on  the  seitlament  of  the  whole  account  of 
the  da  copartnership  of  the  Confederation,  and 
the  very  small  number  there,  at  that  lime,  appear- 
ed lo  have  done  the  proportion  of  the  whole  num- 
ber by  the  census  which  was  the  rule  of  the  set- 
tlement, and  to  have  reimbursed  the  great  delin- 
quency  of  the  loan  oflkers  appointed  by  Congress, 
for  which  they  were  made  aeeouatable,  still  they 
were  told  they  must  protect  themselves,  for  ther 
wronged  the  Indians  out  of  their  lands,  and  thia 
was  the  cause  of  their  suffering.  It  appears  now. 
in  the  result,  that  they  have  always  discharged 
all  their  Federal  obligations,  and  much  more,  and 
instead  of  getting  away  the  lands  from  the  Indians, 
the  Indians  have  got  away  their  lands,  and  they 
cannot  eel  them  baok. 

He  baiered  there  eontd  not  be  much  doubt  left 
bat  that  the  principles  contained  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  were  just  and  [woper.  These  had 
been  to  him  for  many  years  very  sore  objects; 
the  position  in  which  he  considered  them  immov- 
ably fixed  gave  him  great  pleasure.  His  con- 
stituents had  not  sent  him  here  lo  play  the  cham- 
pioD.  He  thought  it  could  not  be  denied  that  there 
was  soma  ground  for  them  to  triumph  over  those 
who  had  BO  long  vilified  and  abused  them.  He 
begged  leave  siifl  farther  to  urge  the  measui«a 
recommended  hy  the  committee,  irom  the  consid- 
eration of  the  small  expenditures  which  have 
been   made  on  that  frontier,  in  proportion  to  the 

The  aeeonnts  of  the  military  expenditures  on 
the  northern  frontiers,  were  now  more  than  ten 
millions  of  dollar*.  This  had  been  begun,  and  prin- 
cipally originated  from  a  regular  expedition  to  de- 
stroy a  village  offogitive  Indians,  wlio  committed 
depredations  on  the  northern  frontier ;  a  similar 
village  on  the  southern  frontier,  called  the  Che- 
haw,  was  also  destined  by  the  Government  for  a 
similar  expeditioo ;  but  the  measure  failed  in  the 
L^slalure,  and  that  frontier  was  left  to  ^oteet 
tbauuelves.  This  has  l>ecn  done ;  the  ftigitives  in 
that  village  have  been  driven  off  by  a  party  of 
volunteers.  He  believed  the  whole  amount  of  mili- 
tary expenditures  on  that  frontier,  till  ibe  time  of 
enure  peace  with  the  Indians,  did  not  exceed 
a  quarter  of  a  million,  and  nearly  one  hundred 
thoasand  of  that  ibe  militia  had  now  been 
kept  out  of  for  four  or  five  years ;  though  he 
hoped  and  trusted  they  would  not  much  longer 
hare  cause  of  eoAplaiul  on  that  head.  AAer  the 
observations  which  he  had  made,  he  thought  no 
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apology,  was  necessary  for  BOiae  apparent  hanb- 
ness  in  the  language  of  ihe  remonstrance. 

As  (0  the  course  wbich  it  is  proper  to  pursue  in 
grantins  relief  on  (he  subject,  lie  had  not  much  to 
say.  He  was  coofideot  Ihe  ezpeciatioos  of  the 
Slate  were  not  unreasonable ;  he  was  sure  ibey 
would  be  satisfied  with  any  result  which  could  be 
considered  as  fair  and  honomble;  and  his  conS- 
dence  in  the  House  foibade  him  to  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  it  could  be  brought  to  aoy  other. 
The  course  recommended  by  ihe  committee  in 
their  resolution  now  under  consideration,  is  either 
to  make  compensation  to  the  State  for  the  land 
which  has  been  relinquished,  and  for  the  damages 
vbicb  they  have  sustained,  or  else  lo  repurchase 
thnj  district  or  another  district,  on  that  frontier,  of 
equal  value.  He  said  he  had  laid  on  the  table  a 
certificate  trom  the  Surreyoi  General  of  that 
Slate,  taken  at  that  time,  as  to  the  length  of  the 
lines  enclosing  ihat  districL  and  the  probable  con- 
tents of  it.  It  the  report  or  the  committee  should 
be  agreed  to,  a  bill  might  be  reported  in  conform- 
il]r  to  one  or  the  other,  or  all  of  those  principles,  as 
might  be  thought  proper.  He  was  contented  in 
leaving  it  to  tbe  judgment  of  the  House. 

On  the  call  of  Mr.  Bbookb,  the  representation 
and  remonstrance  were  read.    After  which. 

Mr.  Chajiplin  moved  that  the  committee  might 
rise,  with  a  view  of  poslponiiig  ibis  subject  till  the 
next  sessioD  of  Congiess.  He  thought  the  lan- 
guage of  the  remonsttaoce  loo  violent  and  inde- 
corous to  claim  attenlioa  from  the  House.  This 
gtioion  was  also  supported  by  Mr.  Dana.  Messrs. 
ATAHD  and  N.  Smith  wished  this  motion  to  pre- 
vail, because  they  doubted  the  propriety  of  the 
report,  and  supposed  there  would  not  be  time  tho- 
loughiy  to  investigate  the  business  daring  this 

On  the  other  hand,  Me»>rs.  Pihoxhbt,  Rut- 
LBDOBj  Habpeb,  GALI.ATIK,  Venablb,  W.  Ci^i- 
BOBNB,  J.  Parkeb,  and  Macon,  were  against  the 
postponement.  T4ie  objection  to  the  Uoguage,  it 
was  said,  was  out  of  time.  If  made  at  all,  it  ought 
to  have  been  made  when  the  remonstrance  was 
presented ;  ihai  some  allowance  ought  to  be  made 
for  the  language,  as  it  appeared  to  have  been 
drawn  in  a  moment  of  passion  ;  that  if  the  claim 
was  just,  it  ought  not  to  be  rejected  because  it 
was  made  in  improper  language,  especially,  since 
Uie  L^islature  of  Georgia  were  not  the  only  per- 
sons concerned,  as  the  inhabiunts  on  the  frontier, 
while  this  subject  is  iindecided,  are  suffering  se- 
verely from  Iiidian  cruelties  and  depredations. 

The  question  for  leave  to  be  civen  to  the  com- 
mittee to  sit  again,  was  carried  by  69  votes. 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  WILLIAM  BLOUNT.  • 

Mr.  Bavabo,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  lo  conduct  the  impeach' 
ment  against  William  Blount,  to  wbom  was  re- 
ferred, on  tbe  twenty-sixth  instant,a  message  from 
the  Senate,  eommunicatinf  a  copy  of  lEe  plea 
filed  by  the  counsel  in  behalf  of  the  said  WilHam 
Blouot,  with  instructions  to  proceed  thereon,  -- 
k  a  report;  whi 
■  table,  where  the 


same  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houae, 
as  follows: 

<■  That  the  repliealiMi  snneMd  be  put  into  lbs  nii 
plM  on  bahtlf  of  Ibis  HooM,  and  Ihu  th>  miniga 
be  ioatmcted  to  proceed  to  maintain  the  said  nplka- 
ticn  at  the  bar  of  the  8«nate,  at  socii  tims  ii  dull  U 
appointed  by  the  Senate : 

«  The  replicatioD  of  the  Houh  of  ReprenataliTCi  of 
the  United  Butes,  in  their  own  bdialf,  and  ilw  ia 
the  nsme  of  tbe  people  of  the  United  Btatss,  to  Ihi 
[dea  of  Willism  Blount,  to  the  joiiadktiDn  ti  th* 
8enate  of  the  United  States,  to  ti7  the  artidaa  rf 
impeachment  eihibitsd  by  them  (o  the  Senate  igsiail 
the  ssid  Williun'Blonnt; 

■•  The  HouM  of  RapreaenUtiTes  of  the  United  BtatM, 
prOHCuting,  on  behijf  of  themselvea  and  the  peovk  of 
the  United  Sutea,  the  s/ticlea  of  impeachment  axMUl- 
ed  b;  them  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  sguntt 
tha  laid  William  Blount,  reply  to  the  plea  of  the  nid 
William  Blount,  and  wy,  that  the  matters  iHegtd  in 
the  said  plea  are  not  sufficient  to  exempt  tha  aaid  Wi)> 
liam  Blount  &om  anawering  the  said  articles  of  im* 
peachment,  becauae  ihej  aaj,  that,  bj  the  Conitilatiaa 
of  the  United  Sutei,  the  Honse  orRepresenlstiTei  W 
power  to  prefer  the  said  articles  of  impeachment,  lad 
that  the  Senate  have  Rill  and  tbe  sole  power  to  trf  tbs 
ssme :  Wberetbre,  they  demand,  that  the  ptes  slorisii^ 
of  the  said  William  Blount,  be  not  allowed,  bat  thst 
the  said  Willism  Blonnt  be  compelled  lo  ansvet  Iba 
■aid  aiticlea  of  impeachmenL'' 

TcSBOAY,  January  i,  1799. 

The  Spbakbk  informed  the  House,  that  the  OB- 
fioished  business  which  was  first  in  order,  was  the 
report  of  a  select  committee  on  tbe  represenistion 
and  remonstrance  of  the  Legislal  ure  of  Qeorgia. 

Mr.  Oria  said,  he  did  not  observe  the  genilemaa 
from  Georgia  in  his  places  but  he  understood, 
when  the  cansidetation  of  the  bankrupt  law  was 
yesterday  postponed,  in  order  to  take  up  this  sub- 
ject, it  was  wished  only  to  bring  it  up  for  coDsidel- 
ation,  leaving  a  decision  upon  it  to  a  future  day. 
He,  therefore,  moved  that  it  be  postponed  lilt 
Tuesday,  the  11th  January.    Carried.       * 

UNIFORM  BANKRUPTCY. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commil- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  providing  a  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
Slates,  the  amendments  proposed  by  Mr.  Otis  to 
the  10th  section  being  under  consideration.  The 
section  is  as  follows: 

"  That  the  aadgnment  of  the  Commisaioneis  to  s 
bankinpl's  estate  and  eflacta,  ahall  be  good  at  law  ot 
in  aqni^,  against  the  bankrupt,  and  all  peraona  claim- 
ing bj,  f^m,  01  under  and)  bankrupt,  and  by  any  act 
done  after  he  ahatl  have  committed  the  act  of  bsnk- 
ruptej,  for  which  tbe  commission  is  isaued :  Fnmded, 
ahoayt.  That  in  case  atbonajtde  pnrduiaea  madefron 
inch  bankrupt,  for  a  valuable  oonsideratitMi,  by  any  pe^ 
ion  having  no  knowledge,  infbmatioa,  or  DOtioe,  of  sny 
act  of  bankruptcy  committed,  such  pnrdiaae  ahall  not 
be  inTBlid.OT  unpeached,  unleai  a  mqor  part,  in  vahWi 
of  the  cseditors,  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  upon  due  do- 
tice,  shall  agree  to  return  to  such  purchaaer  die  house, 
uwney,  or  other  consideialion,  which  he  shall  nake 
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qipsu  he  paid  or  gara  npoo  fsdl  porduM.  tnd  ID 
taAaae,apoa  raftuiding  or  tondtring  «i>eh  eoawdw- 
tin,  tha  udgtiMa  •htU  be  entitled  to  the  prap  ' 
■  till— id,  for  the  nee  trf'  tha  enditon." 

The  motioD  wu,  to  strike  out  after  th 
"usaed"  B.boTe,  and  iniert  the  followiDg: 
"PrvtiAd  oAowf,  Thai  no  purehaM  n 
JUt  ban  raeh  bannvpt,  ot  any  pemuul  «i 
nlnble  eoBBdsiBlion,  bj  any  panon  hanng 
'      ■  '   "  '       lutjudof^ 

.  .._    __    .    _   I   be  invilidated   or  im- 

p^fhiil,  aftar  tha  ptmluMr  shall  have  bonajSde  ao'^ 
•ad  aliniatad  the  nma,  without  meh  knowledge,  in- 
□olke,  nor  iiiileei  the  ungDaea  dull, 
~  montfaa  after  the  allowance 
e  to  reflind  or  retnrn  to  the 
T,  or  other  oonaideiatian,  w 
that  be  paid  ot  gaTe  for  and  poichaae 


!  It  appear  that  be  paid 

in  Hid  eaae,  npon  the 

idciation,  or  ao  miKh  ll 
to  dial  part  of  sad  imrrhaae  aa  iiaiaiimT  in  the 
MMun  of  anek  parthaaer  at  the  time  of  an^  kn 
lift,  ialonulioD,  or  DOtke,  the  aaaignaes  ihall  be 


'Fnmded,  aho.  That  in  caw  the  auignea 
■wgana  of  anj  baokmpt,  ahall  enter  npon  or  claim 
uj  landa  or  tcDementa,  or  anj  intereit  in  land*  or 
ttDcmeDti,  whiiA  aball  be  hmxa  fide  porchaaed  of  nidi 
lanknipt  far  a  valnible  conaidrntioii,  b;  an;  penon 
R  ptmm*,  not  being  akin  to  luch  beiiknipt,  or  to 
h>>  wifc,  after  an  act  of  bankniptcj  commitled,  with- 


fal  for  the  pnrchaaer,  or  (br  the  peraon  or  penonaelaim- 
■■E  fsch  bnda  or  tenementa,  from,  br,  or  nnder  auch 


bankrupt,  M  Die  ■  biO  in  eqnjt;  aKainet  the  aatifnee  or 
■aigDMa,  in  the  office  of  the  Cleik  of  the  Circuit 
Conrt  far  the  district  in  which  andi  landa  or  tenements 
Ge;  and  npon  Ua  making  it  appear  to  tha  Mtie&etion 
rf  nid  eonit  that  be  haa  paid  a  TaldaUe  connderatiDii 
far  nch  lasda  or  tenameota,  or  araetad  or  nada  anj 
WUiaga  ar  impraTMnailB  thereon,  prior  to  an;  notice, 
kaowledge,  or  infcmatioii  of  auj  ad  of  baumplt^ 
(Mmitied  or  intended,  the  aaid  court  ifaall  aacertain 
Iha  atnouBt  af  the  enma  thna  Jtona  fidt  paid  hj  anch 
pirduaer  or  daimanl,  which  ahaO  be  raAuuM  bj  the 
■angoM  or  taatgnees,  within  anch  lime  aa  aaid  conrt 
diall  order,  or  otfacrwiae  the  title  of  auch  ptlrchaaer  or 
Ainiwit  ^all   not   aAerwarda   be  inTtUdaled  or  im- 

Hr.  BtTAHD  spoke  agminat  tbe  first  ameodment, 
ud  Mr.  Ona  in  faror  of  it. 

The  qntsiion  being  taken,  21  memben  ooty 
nee  in  the  affimutiTe ;  wheD  Mr.  Oria  witlidiew 
the  other  amendment. 

After  some  other  atuendmenta  had  been  pro- 
pped and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DiTTON  moved  that  the  commillee  might 
riK,  u  it  did  not  appear  (o  him  that  as  miKh  al' 
teatiDQ  was  paid  to  this  bill  aa  its  importaDce 
dfuunded. 

The  motion  was  pot  and  carried,  and  th«  Hook 
*"ij  retained  • 

Hr.  Otis  called  for  tbe  resolntioD  which  he  jn- 
Urdar  laid  npon  the  table,  lelatire  la  ibfl  imprcaa- 


meot  of  American  sesmi 


\  bf  a  Britidt  reHcl  irf 


Ht.  DaifT  thonght,  as  so  little  attention  had 
been  paid  to  the  suDject  which  had  just  been  dis- 
posed of,  ii  miffhl  be  presumed  as  little  would  be 
paid  to  any  other,  and  this  being  the  6ni  day  of 
the  year,  he  would  move  that  the  House  adjourn ; 
which  it  accordingly  did. 

Wednebdat,  JBunary  2. 
IMPRESSMENT  OF  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  Oria  called  up  the  resolution  which  he  laid 
on  the  table  on  Monday,  relative  to  the  impresa- 
meat  of  American  seamen  by  the  British. 

It  was  taken  up  mceurdiD([ly  ;  when 

Mr.  OoRDON  said,  not  having  been  in  the  H6u*e 
when  this  motion  was  laid  upon  the  table,  he  was 
onaranainted  with  the  reasons  which  had  induced 
the  Committee  of  Defence  to  lay  it  before  the 
House.  He  wished  the  gentleman  who  moved  it 
would  state  the  object  cf  the  resolution,  as,  with- 
out this  information,  he  was  not  prepared  to  give 
his  vote  for  iL 

Mr.  Otis  replied,  that,  though  it  t 
fault  that  the  gentleman  from  Nev 
was  not  present  when  the  motion  wa 
though  he  explicitly  stated  at  that  ti 
sons  which  induced  tbe  committee  t' 
•ubject  before  the  House ;  and  thoash  these  rea- 
toDs  have  been  published  with  loleTBole  aecnrae^y 
in  all  Che  papers ;  yet,  for  the  gratification  of  hu 
friend,  he  would  repeat  them.  Mr.  O.  then  i»> 
peated  what  he  before  stated  were  (he  reasons  of 
the  eoounitlee  for  proposing  this  resolution,  add- 
iog  that  the  committee  had  no  doubt  of  tbe  fact, 
as  they  had  the  ioformatioD  from  our  Consul  at 

Mr.  QoxooN  assured  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
"'.husetta,  and  the  House,  that  he  bad  iiot  seen 


I  not  his 
r  Hampshire 
as  proposed; 
me  the  rea- 
I  bring  the 


relative 


0  thism 


leard  of  it  till  the  evening  of  yestcrdajr. 
He  said,  he  could  not  see  the  propnetv  of  rt"''tg 
this  resolution  from  what  had  DowfalleD  from  tha 
mover  of  it,  as  he  saw  no  connexion  between  it 
and  any  Legislative  act  of  Congress ;  he  should, 
therefore,  vote  against  it.  He  buieved  there  is  do 
necessity  for  a  resolution  of  this  kind,  to  show 
CO  tbe  people  of  the  United  States  that  a  tiaa- 
aaction  like  the  one  referred  to,  meets  with  the 
— Dlment  of  every  branch  of  Qovemmeot. 
■ly  one,  on  bearing  of  an  act  of  this  kind  will 
feel  for  the  dignity  aud  honor  of  his  country  ;  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Bzecutive  of  ih* 
United  States  will  take  every  step  neeenary  to 
vindicate  that  honour  and  dignity. 

The  hasiness,  said  he.  comes  properly  wiibitt 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Executive,  and  lamso  fully 
impressed  with  a  conviction  that  every  necessarv 
step  will  be  taken,  without  our  interference,  that  J 
wish  to  leave  the  maccer  to  that  department  of 
the  Oovemment.  Even  had  he  any  distrust  that 
proper  measures  would  not  be  taken,  he  would 
wait  to  see  whether  they  were  taken  or  not,  bo- 
fore  he  would  recommend  any  atep  to  be  taken  by 
the  Legtslaiiire.    Ha  knew  uie  genilenua  froiD 
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Uassmchusetla  was  as  far  from  enrenaining  any 
doubt  an  this  subiecl,  aa  he  himselr.     Then  wbjr 

EiJDt  out  the  mode  which  it  will  be  proper forthe 
xecuiiTe  to  pursue?  He  saw  do  reason  for  il; 
and,  belicTing'  no  Legislative  step  necesiary.  he 
would  vote  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  (bought  the  resolution  did  not 
go  far  enough,  that  Li  ought  not  tii  be  eonfiaed  to 
a  single  retsel,  He  helieved  it  proper  that  the 
House  ought  to  express  their  resentment  at  anact 
of  this  sort,  let  it  be  committed  by  what  nation 
loerer.  Too  many  iusulls  of  this  kind  had  been 
■nfifered,  and  it  is  time  for  this  country  to  set  their 
ftee  against  their  commission.  National  honor 
may  be  infringed  by  one  nation  as  well  as  another, 
ana  if  the  fact  had  taken  place,  id  had  been  repre- 
MDted,  this  was  a  most  riolent  outrage,  and  ought 
to  be  strictly  inquired  into.  He  should  vot«  for 
the  resolution,  but  would  haTc  been  glad  to  have 
had  it  general. 

Mi.  Otis  wished  the  geutlemKO  from  New 
Hampshire  to  recollect  that  this  is  no  uncommon 
proceeding.  ' 

Mi.  Jobiab  Fahkeh  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
Intion,  by  adding  after  the  word  "  Baltimore."  "  or 
snf  other  pnblic-armed  vessel  of  the  United 
B»tes." 

Mr.  P.  was  desirous  that  (he  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shoald  be  informed  of  this  transaction  ; 
for,  as  it  had  been  sL&ted  to  him,  (and  he  had  his 
information  from  an  authentic  source,)  the  outrage 
was  the  most  dagrant  and  violent  that  could  have 
been  offered  to  the  American  flae.  He  bad  no 
doubt  that  the  President  of  the  United  Btatei 
would  feel  this  indignity  as  severely  as  any  one; 
bat  he  nevertheless  thought  it  proper  to  pass  thi* 
Tesolution.  The  Baltimore,  he  andentood,  was 
convoying  a  number  of  our  vessels  to  the  Havana, 
when  three  of  (he  squadron  were  cut  off  by  the 
British  force.  Captain  Phillips,  the  commander 
of  the  Baltimore,  inquired  toe  reason  of  this  1 
Captain  Loring,  the  British  commander,  sent  an 
otEeer  on  board  our  ship,  who  said ;  "  Tnat  Capt. 
L.  would  take  oti(  every  man  from  his  ship,  who 
wai  a  British  subject,  and  eonid  not  produce  his 
protection  1"  Capt.  P.  very  properly  answered  : 
^  That  the  American  flag  was  a  sufficient  protec- 
tion." This,  however,  was  not  deemed  snmcient, 
Mtd  this  offieet  took  flfty-fire  men  from  the  Balti- 
more, and  detained  them  on  board  the  Britibh  ship 
for  some  time.  Supposing,  however,  Ht  is  pre- 
anmed,)  that  he  had  done  wrong,  Captam  Loring 
informed  Captain  Phillips,  "  that  he  might  come 
cm  board  his  ship,  and  take  back  such  of  his  men 
as  were  American."  Captain  P.  relied:  "  The 
men  were  in  his  power,  and  he  might  do  with 
them  what  he  pleased."  Capt.  L.  allerward  set 
two  of  the  vessel*  at  liberty  which  he  had  cnt  off, 
nying:  "  I  keep  the  other,  because  the  Captain 
has  been  insolent,"  and  returned  fifty  of  the  men, 
keepins  five. 

Mr.  P.  thought  Captain  Phillips  otighl  not  to 
have  suffered  a  treatment  so  flagrant,  withotit 
firing  npon  the  British  ship,  and  nothing,  eKcept, 
perhaps,  his  inferiority  of  force,  coald  plead  his 
•pokkgy  tor  not  having  done  m.    [|  ia  ueleas,  said 


Mr.  P.,  to  guard  against  the  injury  and  insult  of 
one  nation,  if  we  are  to  receive  them  with  impu- 
nity from  another.  He  had  no  doubt,  however, 
that  thf;  President  would  see  the  necessity  of 
btrongly  remonstisting  with  the  British  Qovern' 
meni  against  ibis  conduct,  and  of  demanding  rep- 
aration for  the  injury  sustained ;  nor  ought,  in  fau 
opinion,  a  smell  reparation  to  be  accepted. 

The  resolution  was  put  and  carried  without  a 
division;  naA  Messrs,  Otis  and  Jdsiar  Pahkh 
were '  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  upon  tKe 
President  therewith. 

UNIFORM  BANKRUPTCY. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  (be 
day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  providing  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy throughout  the  United  States;  wheo,af^ 
agreeing  to  some  amendmeois,  one  of  considers- 
Ue  length  and  importance  proposed  by  Mr. 
SBWU.L,  providing,  instead  oi  the  ComuiiBBion- 
ers  having  power  to  take  such  order  as  they  shall 
deem  eipeoient  with  the  body  of  a  banktapt,  a 
more  lenient  provision, 

Mr.  N.  Shitb  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
that  time  might  be  aflorded  to  have  the  amend- 
ment printeiTand  considered. 

Mr.  Habfbb  saw  no  necessity  for  this.    If  the 

~  mittee  were  to  rise,  for  the  purpose  of  printins 
:y  amendment  that  was  offered,  the  bill  would 
not  be  gone  through  in  six  years.  He  did  not 
himself  perfectly  understand  the  amendment,  but 
he  understood  enough  of  it  to  vote  against  ii.   The 

eovision,  as  it  stands,  is  copied  from  (he  English 
w;  the  committee,  amongst  whom  was  the 
mover  of  the  amendment;  was  satisfied  with  it, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  be  retained- 

Mr.  N.  SjaiTB  hoped  the  gentleman's  anxiety  to 
pass  this  bill,  would  not  force  gentlemen  lo  vote 
upon  propositions  which  they  do  not  understOiM]. 
The  gentleman  himself  contesses  he  does  not  n>- 
dersiand  the  amendment ;  and  yet  his  fondneea 
for  the  bill  as  reported,  will  lead  him  to  vota 
against  it.  If  he  chooses  to  act  thus,  Mr.  S.  hoped 
other  gentlemen  might  be  permitted  to  act  more 
deliberately. 

The  question  for  rising  was  pat  and  carried^ 
44  to  21.  and  leave  was  given  lo  the  committee 
to  sit  again. 

STAMP  DUTIES. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Orra,  the  House  went  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  alter 
the  stamp  duties  imposed  upon  foreign  bills  of 
exchanse  and  bills  of  lading,  by  an  act,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  laying  duties  on  stamped  vellutD, 
parchmeai,  and  paper,  and  further  to  amend  the 


paid  upon  foreign  bills  of  eichan^  and  bills 
of  lading  shall  cease,  and  that  all  foreign  bills  of 
exchange,  whether  for  a  small  or  large  sum,  ahall 
then  pay  a  duty  of  twenty  cents ;  on  any  note  or 
biU  of  hiding  tor  goods  to  be  exported  irom  on« 
district  to  another  in  the  United  Slates,  not  being 
in  the  ume  State,  four  cents ;  if  to  any  forei^ 


.dbyGoogle 


2667 

JimrAKT,  1799.] 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2668 


[H.° 


port,  ten  cents  ;  any  policy  of  assurance,  or  in  . 
meot  ia  nature  thereof,  other  than  those  specified 
in  the  former  act,  not  exceediog  five  haodred  dol- 
lars, twenly-five  cents;  abore  ihat  sam,  one  dol- 
lar ;  and  the  said  duties  shall  be  chat^eable  npon 
each  and  every  bill  of  eichange  and  bill  of  lading, 
without  respect  to  the  number  contained  In  a  set. 
And  erery  draught  or  order  for  the  payment  of 
money  within  the  United  States  Khali  be  charge- 
able with  the  same  rates  of  duties,  as,  by  the  form- 
er act,  arv  chargeable  upon  toliDd  bills  of  exchange, 
ezcepling  only  orders  for  the  payment  of  money 
OB  demand,  drawn  upon  the  president  and  direct- 
nsor  cashier  of  any  bank.] 

Mr.  Champlih  did  not  know  why  so  great  a 

frrence  was  made  between  fbrci^n  and  inland 

bilk  of  exehangp ;  by  the  bill,  as  it  stands,  a  for- 


eign IhII  of  exchange  of  one  thousand  dollars  will 
only  pay  twenty  cents,  and  if  three  copies  onlv 
sixty  cents;  whde  an  inland  bill  for  thatsnm  will 


p«y  aerenty-fire  cents.  He  thoiuhl  it  right  that 
the  duly  on  foreign  bill*  should  he  reduced  ;  but 
ke  alaothoDght  tbat  on  inland  bills  it  ought  alto 
to  be  reduced,  as,  if  any  differenee  was  made  i: 
the  duty,  it  ought  to  be  in  favor  of  inland  billi 
He  therefore  moTed  an  amendment  (o  put  both  a 
the  same  fooling. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLiAMB  was  against  this  amendment, 
as  it  would  introduce  a  newarraagemeni  of  duties 
into  the  bill.  Except  in  case  of  particular  hard- 
ship, be  ihoaght  no  rariation  onght  to  be  made  in 
the  present  law,  as  the  business  was  well  matured 
at  the  time  when  the  law  was  passed.  And  if  the 
House  were  to  go  on  and  lower  the  duty  on  inland 
bilis,  the  whole  system  would  be  deran^d.  / 
be  bdieved  the  merchants  suflered  malerialinca 
▼enience  from  the  pretent  rate  of  duty  on  foreign 
bills,  he  should  be  willing  to  reduce  it,  but  thouglii 
it  ought  to  be  twenty-five  instead  of  twenty  cen 
OB  each. 

Mr.  Oria  said,  if  this  amendment  prevailed,  it 
would  destroy  the  whole  b^Il,  which  principally 
proposed  to  inake  a  distinction  between  foreign 
and  inland  bills  of  exchange;  bnt  if  this  propoai- 
tion  is  agreed  to,  there  would  be  no  reason  why 
the  duty  on  notes  of  hand,  bonds,  dbc,  should  nol 
be  tedoced ;  so  that  this  question  goes  to  the  pro- 
priety of  reducing  the  wbole  revenue  from  this 
Bource.  The  reason  why  the  dutr  on  foreign  bills 
of  excbaiife  is  reduced,  is  this  :.ina[  always  two, 
three,  or  lour  copies  are  made  of  a  foreign  bill, 
and  each  is  subject  to  doty;  whereas,  inland  bills 
ue  single,  the  same  as  notes  of  hand.  This  bill, 
as  originally  reported,  Mr.  0.  said,  proposed  to 
divide  the  foreign  bills  of  exchange  into  four 
elas^s,  vix :  above  twenty  dollars,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred;  ahove  one  hnndred,  and 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  ;  above  five  hundred, 
and  not  exceeding  one  thousand  ;  and  all  ahove  a 
tboosand :  and  to  lay  on  the  first  class  four  cents, 
on  the  second  ten,  the  third  twenty,  and  the  fourth 
twenty-five  cents!  But,  upon  the  best  informa- 
tion which  the  committee  hid  been  able  to  obtain, 
they  thought  it  best  to  lay  an  average  'duty  of 
twenty  cents  on  all  foreign  bills';  and  though,  as 
^  gentinnao  from  Rhode  Island  has  stated,  an 


inland  bill  of  exchange  for  one  thousand  dollars 
will  pay  sevcnty-flve  cents,  and  a  foreign  bill  for 
the  same  sum  will  only  pay  sixty,  if  only  three 
copies  are  made  of  it ;  he  ought  to  have  recollect- 
ed that  a  foreign  bill  for  one  thousand  dollars 
would  pay  the  same  snm,  whilst  an  inland  bill  of 
that  amount  would  only  pay  about  four  cents.  So 
that,  taking  the  whole  together,  he  supposed  for- 
eign bills  would  pay  fully  as  much  as  inland  bills; 
but.  if  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  thinks 
difierenlly,  he  oushl  rather  to  have  increased  the 
proposed  duty  above  twenty  cents,  than  have 
made  his  present  motion. 

Mr.  HABPBit  said,  it  would  be  proper,  before  this 
debate  proceeded  any  further,  to  ascertain  a  fact, 
viz:  whether  it  is  cusioroarv,  in  drawing  inland 
bills  of  exchange,  to  make  three  or  four  copies  1 
Because,  the  reason  why  it  is  proposed  to  redace 
the  duty  on  foreign  bills  is,  tbat  three  or  four  pieces 
of  stamped  paper  are  used  fta  every  bill,  so  that, 
instead  of  a  bill  for  one  thousand  dollars  paying 
seventy-fiie  cents,  it  pa^s,  at  present,  three  or  Tout 
limes  that  sum.  If  this  is  the  case  with  respect 
to  inland  bills  ofeichange,  also,  then  this  motion 
is  proper ;  if  not,  it  is  improper. 

Mr.  Crampl'ik  said  that,  in  peaceable  times^  it 
is  customary  to  have  three  copies  of  a  foreign  bill; 
but  in  the  pnwM  state  of  thinn,  four  or  five  are 
usnally  drawn.  Inland  hills,  which  are  drawn  on 
distant  parts  of  the  Union,  nave,  generally,  two, 
and  sometimes  three  to  a  set.  He  thoD^ht  the 
bill,  as  was  first  reported,  better  than  as  it  now 
stands.  He  could  see  no  reason  for  pitching  upon 
a  round  sum  for  all  bills.  By  this  means  persons 
of  small  capital,  who  generally  deal  in  bills  of 
small  amount,  wilt  be  taxed  considerably  higher 
than  merchants  of  the  greatest  pro  petty,  who  nave 
to  do  with  the  largest  bills.  He  saw  no  justice  io 
a  bill  of  £100  paying  the  same  with  one  ol  £1,000  j 
and  if  foreign  hills  were  to  pay  a  round  suoig'fae 
did  not  see  why  inland  bills  ooght  not  to  do  the 
same. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived,  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLi&Mi  then  moved  to  increase  the 
duty  from  SO  to  25  cents  on  nil  foreign  bills,  which 
he  supposed  would  make  them  pay  the  samp  as 
originally  intended. 

Mr.  Walu  said,  thecommittee  who  reported  this 
bill  had  inouired  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
what  sum  ne  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  fix  on 
B9  an  average  duty  upon  all  foreign  bilb,  so  that 
the  revenue  arising  from  the  duty  mieht  be  abMit 
the  same  as  that  arising  from  inland  bills;  and  he 
had  given  it  as  fats  opinion  that  20  cents  would  he 
a  proper  rate,  and  would  rather  favor  the  revenue 
than  otherwise ;  and  he  suppoMH]  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury  better  able  to  make  this  calculation 
than  any  member  of  this  House. 

Mr.  J,  Williams  said,  though  he  had  a  high 
respect  for  the  calculations  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  yet  he  chose  to  make  his  own.  He 
believed,  that  if  the  duty  were  only  20  cents,  some 
merchants  would  pay  no  more  than  that  sum  on 
a  bill  for  Sl.'W),  as  they  would  not  be  under  the 
neeesaity  of  takingmore  thoa  one;  and  some  wtmld 
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rUD  therisk — keeping  tbesiampiaiheir  own  haad, 
and  ECodiog  uastamped  copies  to  ihe  foreigD  couo- 
tij  OD  which  the  bill  is  drawn.  Al  any  rate,  be 
did  not  think  that  more  than  two  woald  be  lakea 
on  aa  average,  end,  if  eo,  the  duty  at  25  ceois 
would  be  lower  than  ialaad  bills  and  notes. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived — ten  mem- 
bera  only  i-isiag  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Gallatin  obserTed,  that  by  this  bilJ,  every 
drauchtor  order  for  the  payment  of  moaey  within 
the  United  States  is  tnade  chargeable  with  the 
lamerateufdatiesasarechargeableon  inland  bilU, 
excepting,  only,  orders  for  the  payment  of  money 
OD  demand^  dr^wn  upon  Ihe  presideai  and  direct- 
ors oi  cashier  of  aoy  bank.  He  did  not  know, pre- 
cisely, what  technical  distinction  genilemen  made 
between  inland  bills  of  exchange  and  draughts  or 
orders :  but  such  a  distinction  the  gentleman  from 
Massachiuetts  appears  to  make,  and  perhaps  on 
that  account  this  provision  might  be  necessary. 
But  he  found  an  excepiiou  in  favor  of  money  paid 
on  demand,  drawn  upon  any  of  the  banks.  He  did 
not  think  this  exception  proper  as  it  stands.  If  an 
exception  is  to  be  nuide  of  money  paid  on  demand 
it  oi^hi  to  be  general.  He  saw  no  reason  why  a 
check  on  a  bank  should  be  exempted  from  duty  any 
more  than  if  it  was  drawn  upon  a  factor  or  indivi- 
dual. Th«  reason  of  the  distinction,  he  supposed, 
was  tbatagreater  number  of  checks  were  drawn  on 
bankeis  than  on  individuals ;  but  which  only  proves 
that  a  ereater  quantity  of  money  passes  through 
those  cnanoels  than  through  the  hands  of  indivi- 
duals. In  the  country,  persons  have  not  an  oppor- 
tunity of  lodgiuK  money  in  banks,  but  they  lodge 
it  sometimes  wi£  individuals',  in  which  case  they 
would  be  subject  to  a  duty,  which  a  person  who 
has  the  convenience  of  a  bank  is  not  subject  to. 
He  movedgtherefore,  to  strike  out  the  words  "drawn 
apontbe  president  and  directors,  or  cashier  of  any 
bank." 

Mr.  Otis  and  Mr.  Cbamplih  both  mistook  this 
amendment,  supposing  it  to  have  bad  for  its  effect 
the  laying  a  duty  on  bank  checks.  Under  this  idea, 
they  went  into  arguments  to  prove  the  unreason- 
ableness of  such  a  measure,  and  said  it  would  be 
like  taxing  a  man  for  taking  money  out  of  bis 
chest;  that  it  would  cause  people  to  draw  their 
motley  out  of  the  banks,  and  of  course  disable  them 
from  carrying  on  their  business. 

Mr.  Qallatin  said,  that  after  the  gentleman 
irom  Massachusetts  had  finished  his  observations, 
in  order  to  show  him  the  mistake  he  had  laid  un- 
der, he  had  called  for  the  reading  of  the  section  as 
an)ended,and  yet  the  gentleman  »om  Rhode  Island 
had  taken  the  same  ground  ol  error.  If  his  motion 
were  agreed  to,  the  banks,  he  said,  would  remain 
on  the  same  footing  as  before;  the  only  chan^ 
which  would  take  place  would  be,  that  orders  for 
the  payment  of  money  on  demand  would  be  ex- 
empted from  duty,  as  well  as  bank  checks.  If  the 
amendment  is  exceptionable,  tberefore,  it  is  not. 
because  it  will  have  an  effect  to  injure  the  banks, 
but  for  some  reason  which  had  not  been  stated. 
He  conceived  it  could  not  be  objected  to  as  open- 
ing a  door  to  evade  the  duty  on  inland  bills,  be- 
CBOM  it  is  always  neevsaary  to  draw  tbem  at  a 


It  sight,  as  it 
lividual  one 


in  number  of  days  after  date,  c 
[possible  to  know  whether  an  indiv 
hundred  miles  distant  can  at  sight  pay  the  tun 

awn  for. 

Mr.  Bavabd  saidihebanks  would  not  be  injured 
by  an  agreement  to  this  amendment,  bat  the  reve- 
"~  would  ;  and  he  saw  no  reason  for  making  the 
,>osed  exception.  It  is  extremely  reasonable 
that  checks  on  banks  should  not  pay  a  duty;  bat 
the  profit  which  might  arise  in  the  transaction  of 
other  money  concerns,  on  denund,  would  enaUe 
persons  to  pay  the  duty.  He  saw  no  reason  why 
a  draught  or  order,  on  demand,  ought  not  to  pay 
a  duty  equally  with  draughtsatten  or  twenty  days 
after  sight.  If  it  were  not  so,  the  duty  would  be 
sonstantly  evaded  by  drawing  at  sight,  but  inform- 
ing the  persons  on  whom  and  in  favor  of  whom 
the  order  is  drawn,  that  though  drawn  at  sight,  it 
it  expected  to  be  paid  until  a  certain  numba 
of  days  after  sighL 

Mr.  Otis  said  the  gentleman  from  Delaxrare  had 
anticipated  the  remarks  he  intended  to  make.  He 
wonid  however  add  one,  which  was,  that  not  only 
all  draughts  will  be  drawn  on  demand,  but  all  notes 
of  hand  will  be  turned  into  orders,  and  no  dutf 
will  be  collected  from  any  note  or  inland  hiU  of 
exchange  whatever. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived — 13  to  37. 

Mr.  Gordon  was  not  satisfied  with  the  provi- 
sion that  makes  orders  for  the  payment  of  money  on 
demand  liable  to  duty.  He  did  not  know  what  its 
operation  might  be.  Suppose,  said  he,  I  have  mo- 
ney in  Ihe  hands  of  one  ot  my  debtors,  and,  wish- 
ing to  get  it  from  him,  I  send  an  order  by  a  neigh- 
bour or  servant ;  this  order  will  be  subject  to  astamp 
duty,  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  original  act. 
He  would  state  an  instance  with  respect  to  himself. 
It  is  not  unusual,  said  he,  in  the  course  of  my  busi- 
ness, (and  he  supposed  other  gentlemen  of  the  law 
are  similarly  circumstanced,)  to  have  orders  drawn 
upon  me  for  money  received  on  account  of  m; 
clients.  These  orders^  accord  ine  to  this  provision, 
must  be  stamped,  which  would  be  very  tronble- 
some  and  inconvenient.  He  would  therefore  move 
Id  amend  the  paragraph,  so  as  to  read,  "every 
draught  or  order,  being  of  wdue  received." 

Mr.  Otis  observed,  that  upon  the  strength  of 
objectfons  similar  to  those  oaered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire,  the  committee  at  first 
adhered  to  the  language  of  the  original  law,  and 
confined  the  duty  to  hilts  of  exchange,  technically 
so  called ;  but  they  thought  it  best  afterwards  to 
adopt  the  present  form.  If  this  amendment  be 
adopted,  the  bill  would  be  again .  brought  to  the 
state  in  which  it  was  first  drawn,  and  there  would 
be  no  occasion  for  this  paragraph.  But,  to  do  away 
the  objections  of  his  friend  from  New  Hampshire, 
be  would  state  that  it  is  always  in  the  power  of  a 
person  to  reduce  an  order  under  twenty  dollars,  in 
which  case  it  pays  no  duly.  But  the  nest  answer 
to  this  objection  is  this :  a  creditor  wilt  either  have 
a  liquidated  debt^  such  as  a  bond  or  note,  or  an  un- 
liquidated debt,  in  account,  which  certainly  ought 
to  l>e  charged  with  duty.  If  the  debt  be  of  the 
farmer  kind,  nothing  further  is  necessary  than  to 
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gire  ap  tba  security,  ir received  Jn  folL  or  if  in  part, 
to  write  ■  receipi  upon  the  ioBirDmeat. 

Bill  the  geDtleEoaD  is  concemed  for  tbe  Ereat 
bad  f  of  law  ye  ri.  Mr.  O.  believed,  thai  whetelaw- 
f  era  had  ^  moDCy  io  their  haod*  for  their  clienti, 
■  few  cents  for  doty  would  sesrcelf  be  misled  out 
of  their  fee,  if  paid  by  tbemaelTei,  or,  if  charged  to 
their  elieikt,  would  scarcely  be  obKrvable  amooffst 
hia  other  eoaU.  No  general  principle  could  oe 
■dojMed,  without  operaiiog  a  little  hard  in  lome 
indiridual  eaaes.  The  queitioo,  Mtid  Mr.  O.,  is, 
whether  these  shall  be  endorsed,  or  the  whole  duly 
be  eraded ;  and  he  beliered,  after  all  that  could 
be  done,  too  many  ways  would  be  discovered  10 
avoid  ajust  payment  of  the  duties  imposed. 

Ur.  Qallatin  hoped  that  this  ameodment,  or 
smnetliing  like  t^  would  be  adopted,  and  tbe  Amf 
be  Irft  lo  fall,  BB  intended  in  the  original  aet^  upon 
oegotisble  bills  or  orders.  It  is  not,  said  ne,  to 
much  an  account  of  the  rate  of  duty  imposed  that 
I  wish  this,  but  irnn  the  great  inconveiuence 
which  everywhere  in  the  couairy  attends  the  pro- 
cnring  of  stamps;  and  the  more  the  law  is  extend- 
ed,  the  greater  will  be  these  diffiealtiei ;  as,  on  most 
occasions,  where  a  person  in  the  conatry  wants  a 
scainp,  he  has  lo  ride  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty  miles, 
to  get  one.  Though  the  present  tmouat  of  the 
itaop  duty  paid  by  the  country  is  trifling,  he  knew 
it  had  proved  extremely  taconrenient  to  the  people. 


proved  extremely  taconren  lent  to  the  peopli 
It  wa*  well  known  that  dnnghts  or  orden  of  ihii 
kind  are  never  negotiable,  but  are  merely  used  for 
the  parpose  of  drawing  money  out  of  the  hands  of 
individuals;  and  he  conld  see  no  difference  be- 
tween drawing  a  check  of  this  sort  upon  an  indi- 
vidual, and  drawing  it  upon  ■  bank.  As  to  what 
gentlemen  have  said  in  relation  to  the  injustice  of 
pa_ying  a  duty  on  bonk  checks,  from  tbe  cousider- 
ation  that  a  man's  drawing  monev  out  of  a  bank 
is  the  same  as  if  he  took  it  out  of  nis  chest,  it  was 
gronnded  on  a  fallacious  idea— an  idea  that  the 
money  placed  in  banks  always  remained  there  to 
answer  the  cheeks  which  might  be  drawn  for  it. 
This,  said  he,  is  not  so;  as  no  Dank  would  be  able 
lo  pajr,  in  any  one  day,  tbe  sum*  which  had  been 
deposited  there.  Indeed,  manv  of  the  checks 
diawn  upon  banks  are  not  paid,  but  transferred 
from  one  person's  account  to  another ;  so  that  this 
drawing  of  cheeks  on  banks  is  more  of  a  money 
transaction  than  when  drawn  on  individuals. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  said  that 
there  are  a  Tsriely  of  ways  to  evade  this  act  with- 
out this  amendment;  that,  if  one  person  wished 
to  draw  an  order  upon  another,  be  had  only  to  re- 
duce ii  below  twenty  dollars.  If,  said  Mr.  O.,  there 
ii  anf  weight  in  this  argument,  it  would  equally 
go  to  every  description  of  paper  directed  to  be 
stamped  ;  so  thai  the  whole  law  might  be  evaded. 
It  haii  been  said,  that  if  a  debt  was  a  liquidated 
oae,  tbe  only  thing  was  to  send  a  receipt;  but  in 
all  such  cases  it  would  be  Decenary  to  araw  a  re- 
ceipt for  the  whole,  when  perhaps  the  whole  woald 
not  be  pkid ;  and  with  respect  to  unliquidated  ac- 
counts no  evasion  could  be  supposed.  Besides,  if 
the  duly  can  be  evaded  in  one  case,  by  sending  re- 
ceipts instead  of  orders,  it  may  be  done  in  all,  and 
the  aest  thisg  will  be  a  tax  upon  receipts ;  and  if 
5th  Cos. — 88 


the  present  tttOTision  was  retained,  he  should  next 
expect  a  receipt  tax,  in  order  to  prevent  evasion. 
For  his  own  part,  had  it  not  been  that  there  was 
some  ground  of  complaint  againut  the  present  ope- 
ration of  the  law.  which  he  wished  to  remove,  he 
should  have  wisked  the  passing  of  this  act  lo  be 
postponed,  until  stamps  could  have  better  eirenla- 
ted  in  the  coantrv. 

Mr.  Oria  said  be  felt  a  little  inlerested  in  keep- 
ing this  clause  as  it  stands,  and  he  thought  this 
qoesiion  of  considerable  importance.  It  is  a  little 
eobarrauing,  kaid  he,  when  gemlemen  friendly  to 
the  bill  should  be  struck  with  arguments  which 
are  agreeable  to  those  who  have  always  been  op- 
poaed  to  a  stamp  net 

All  the  ailments  which  he  had  heard  in  favot 
of  the  proposed  amendment  amount  to  this,  that 
pouible  inconveaiences  may  arise,  in  some  few 
instances,  if  the  bill  passes  as  it  stands;  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  evident,  that  if  the  amendment 
prevails,  it  would  have  the  same  effect  as  if  (he 
whole  clause  was  stricken  out. 

What,  asked  Mr.  O.,  says  the  gentleman  from 
FeniuylvAnia  7  That  though  tbeamount  of  duly 
collected  in  the  country  has  been  imall.  yet  it  ha* 
been  attended  with  inconvenience.  Suppose  i^ 
has,  said  Mr.  O..  let  the  people  submit  to  it.  Is  it 
not  belter  that  iney  should  submit,  than  that  those 
who  pay  the  duty,  id  the  commercial  lowns,  should 
suffer  a  greater  inconvenience  1  If  any  part  ot 
the  community  is  to  be  somewhat  put  out  of  their 
way,  ought  it  to  be  people  that  perhaps  do  not 
drew  an  order  for  $100  in  twenty  years,  or  those 
who  pay  almost  the  whole  of  the  duty. 

But,  according  to  the  idea  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  the  duty  may  be  evaded. 
The  whole  House  kuows  this.  By  whom  1  By 
those  who  are  settled  about  the  country  and  deal  in 
small  sums,  and  who  would  divide  their  drauffhts 
so  as  to  exempt  them  from  duty.  He  was  willing 
this  should  be  done,  rather  than  that  these  people 
should  be  dissatisfied,  make  a  clamour,  and  raise 
It6erfy  poU»  about  the  payment  of  a  small  sum 
which  would  make  but  little  Difference  to  the  rev- 
He  would  appeal  to  rhe  candor  of  the  gen- 
from  Pennsylvania,  whether  the  nuraba 
of  persons  in  the  country  is  not  very  small  who 
have  their  money  placed  in  the  hands  of  individ- 
uals as  their  bankers  7  Besides,  if  a  pierson  had 
9100  in  the  hands  of  another,  he  could  easily  draw 
five  orders  for  it.  But  persons  who  have  money 
in  the  hands  of  any  one,  have  generally  a  bond  or 
note  for  it;  and,  when  they  receive  anything  on 
account,  Ihey  send  the  security,  and  a  receipt  is 
written  upon  it.  No  harm  or  mconvenience  can 
arise  from  this.  And  shall  we,  said  Mr.  O.,  relin- 
quish sll  the  revenue  lo  be  derived  from  the  spe- 
cies of  paper  in  question,  from  the  cities,  for  the 
sake  of  accommodating  a  few  individuals  f  Cer- 
uinly  not.  As  to  the  complaint  that  stampe  are 
)t  Buffiicienily  circulated,  they  would  become 
ore  so  every  day. 

Mr.  Cbamplih  Mid  he  was  against  the  original 

stamp  act,  and  in  favor  of  its  repeal^  at  the  last 

session ;  but  he  did  not  wish  to  detent  lU  operaCicin 

any  side-way  manner,  and  he  was  Inerefore 
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he,  is,  whether  all  inland  bills  oX  exchange  shall 
be  exempted  from  duty,  (as  not  one  bill  in  a  hun- 
dred would  pay  duljf  if  this  provision  was  made,) 
since  they  would  be  drawn  without  the  words  "for 
Talue  receiyed." 

Mr.  QoBDOK  had  noi  been  convinced,  bv  au^- 
ihing  which  had  been  said  on  this  subject,  inai  his 
■mendmeni  ought  not  to  pau ;  on  ine  contrary, 
the  BTgumeuts  of  the  gencleman  from  Massachu- 
•eits  had  convinced  him  it  ought  to  be  adopted,  or 
■omethlng  like  it.  Whenever  anything  is  broosht 
forward,  said  Mr.  G.,  relative  lo  cities  or  ban^ 
gentlemen  are  on  their  feet  in  a-  moment,  and  ex- 
claim, "  Will  you  desiroyour  cities  or  our  bankiP 
And  if  anythit)^ is  saidof  the  inconTeiiience  attend- 
ing the  collection  of  money  in  the  country,  gen- 
tlemen are  told  "  that  all  the  revenoe  comes  m>m 
the  cities ;  and  if  people  in  the  country  do  suffer 
tnconveaience,  it  is  no  matter — they  must  submit 
to  it."  He  believed,  though  far  lets  money  had 
been  paid  in  the  country  on  account  of  the  stamp 
act  than  in  the  cities,  that  the  inconveniences  ex- 
perienced from  it  had  been  much  greater  in  the 
country  than  in  the  citiesi  and  if  this  clause  is 
'fiot  amended,  said  hp,  those  inconveniences  will  be 
greatly  increased. 

Gentlemen  say  that  ibis  act  will  be  evaded.  I 
do  not  think,  observed  Mr.  G.,  that  it  will  be  evaded 
to  any  considerable  extent  in  the  country.  Coun- 
try people  are  not  willing  to  take  securities  foi 
money,  unless  they  have  evidence  sufficient  to  re- 
cover upon  their  security.  For  my  part,  I  see  nt 
inconveniences  which  could  arise  from  adopting 
this  amendment.  If,  however,  any  such  shoult 
occur,  it  will  be  time  enough  lo  guard  against  them 
when  they  appear. 

Mr.  HAaPER  said  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
it  would  be  desirable  to  establish  the  exceptions 
which  had  been  mentioned,  provided  it  could  be 
done  without  endangering  the  substance  of  the  taw 
itself;  hut  he  did  not  see  how  it  could  be  done. 
If  as  had  been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  the  words  '■  value  received"  were  m 
neeesnary  to  make  a  paper  l^ally  binding,  and 
good  cause  for  action  m  a  court  of  jusiice,liis  idc 
would  be  a  correct  one  ;  because  everv  one  wh 
took  a  draught  would  take  care  to  have  tnose  word* 
in  it. 

He  believed,  however,  that  these  words  were 
not  necessary  lo  sustain  an  action.  He  believed 
that  where  a  man  acknowledged  himself  lo  be 
debtor,  and  drew  an  order,  accepted  it,  or  paid  it 
■way.  it  is  presumed  value  has  been  received  ;  and 
he  believed  a  promissory  note  or  bill  of  exchange 
could  as  well  be  received  without  the  words  ''value 
received"  as  with  them — it  being  only  presump- 
tive evidence,  which  is  of  no  use  where  real  evi- 
dence can  be  had,  and  therefore  these  words  would 
be  omitted,  in  order  to  evade  the  duty.  Mr.  H. 
■aid  he  did  not  lay  this  dociriue  down  as  positive 
as  it  was  some  lime  since  he  attended  to  the  min- 
uter parts  of  law;  but  if  he  was  not  correct,  he  had 
no  doubt  he  should  be  corrected  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire. 
Mr.  NiCROLaa  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 


of  the  clause  respecting  dratights  or  orders  beii^ 
charged  with  duties. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried^^S  votes  be- 
ing for  it. 

A  desultory  conversation  next  took  place  on  a 
motion  to  amend  a  section  of  the  bill  which  pro- 
vides a  penally  for  any  person  who  shall  accept 
or  pay  any  unstamped  foreign  or  inland  bill;  when 
a  motion  vras  made  for  the  committee  to  rise,  and 
the  committee  therefore  rose  before  the  question 
on  the  amendment  was  taken.  Tkey  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Thdbsoav,  January  3. 
Mr.  Otis,  from  the  Committee  of  Defence,  re- 
ported a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  further  to  suspend 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  France  and 
thedependenciesthereof,  and  fur  other  purposes," 
which  was  read  and  committed  for  Monday. 

IMPEACHMENT  OP  WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 

Mr.  Bavard  rose  and  informed  the  House  that 
the  hour  was  arrived  which  the  Senate  had  ap- 
pointed for  the  tnaDBgers  of  the  impeachment 
against  William  Blount  lo  appear  at  tneir  bar  to 
sustain  the  impeachment ;  and  as  he  supposed  the 
House  would  not  think  it  proper  to  proceed  wiih 
business  in  the  absence  of  so'considerable  a  num~ 
ber  of  members  as  compose  the  managers,  he 
moved  that  the  House  adjourn  for  one  hour. 

Mr.  Vaundh  thoiigbt  ti  would  be  better  to  ad- 
journ to  the  usual  time,  and  the  motion  was  car- 
ried— 51  votes  being  in  favor  of  iL 

Friday,  January  4. 

Mr,  Sewall,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, said  he  was  directed,  in  the  absence  of  the 
chairman  of  thai  committee^  to  ask  leave  of  the 
House  lo  have  printed  such  bills  as  the  committee 
might  think  it  necessary  to  frame  on  the  subject 
□f  a  new  arrangemeot  of  the  laws  for  the  regu- 
lating of  the  duty  on  imposts  and  tonnage,  beiore 
the  same  was  presented  to  the  House.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bayahd  said,  the  time  was  arrived  to  which 
the  court  for  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  had 
yesterday  adjourned,  on  which  account  he  moved 
that  the  House  adjourn. 

MoirPAY,  January  7. 


HEPRINTING  JOURNALS. 
Mr.  Rdtledgb  said,  that  on  looking  over  the 
report  of  the  unfinished  business  of  last  session,  he 
observed  that  a  rexolation  was  omitted,  which 
was  sent  down  from  the  Senate  on  the  last  day  of 
the  session,  and  not  acted  upon  by  this  House, 
proposioff  a  subscription  for  a  certain  number  of 
copies  ofthe  old  Journals  of  Congress,  founded  on 
a  petition  from  several  of  the  Judees  and  gentle- 
men of  the  bar,  stating  them  to  be  out  of  print, 
and  that  a  republication  of  them  would  be  very 
desirable.     Sereral  printers  had  given  in  propo- 
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ound«t>ke  it  without  legislative  Bid.  HewiiL_, 
howcTH,  iuBtead  of  agreeing  to  take  the  copies 
from  aof  mrticular  printer,  that  the  businew 
should  be  kfl  with  tbe  Secretarr  of  the  Senate 
UKi  the  Clerk  of  this  Hooae.  Mr.  R.  iherefoie 
^vpowd  a  leaolution  to  the  following  efi^t : 


ithtdbtf, 


wftk*  DmiUiautaatAmmtBin  Cmgra 

Tbat  the  SwzMary  of  the  Senate,  uul  the  Claifc  sTtbe 

HooH  ef  BapnaeBtativM,  be  anthoriMd  and  diractad 

to  aahterOf  far copiaa,  on  aneh  tanna  ai  tber 

maj  think  eligible,  far  the  oae  of  the  liiaBb«r>  of  both 
Hiwei,  of  the  Jannudi  cS  Congre** ;  togMhat  wiib 
audi  lapoTti  of  the  Headi  of  Departmntili,  and  of  both 
Honaea,  a*  an  out  of  ^int,  and  important  iM  explain- 
ing the  acta  of  the  GovemouDt" 
Ordered  to  lie  on  itie  table. 

DUTIES  ON  DOMESTIC  SMRITe. 
Hr.  Harpeb,  from  the  Committee  of  W&f «  and 
Mouis,  said,  that  at  the  IsaE  session  tlie  Secretarr 
of  the  Treasury  had  been  directed  to  collect  to- 
gether all  the  laws  which  ha^  been  passed  r.latire 
to  duties  payable  on  domestic  distilled  spirits  and 
aiiU-,  for  tbe  purpose  of  incorporating  the  whole 
in  one  act ;  but  owing  to  the  great  Taiiety  of  bu- 
siness which  then  occupied  his  attention,  it  was 
not  done.  The  business  had,  however,  now  been 
Completed,and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
bein|[  desirous  of  acting  upon  the  subject,  in  con- 
fonnii^  to  their  wish,  he  proposed  the  following 
rcxolutioD  to  the  House ; 

"  Bttohat,  That  the  Committee  of  Ws^i  and  Meam 
he  uutnieted  to  prepare  and  report  a  tntl  to  Eonaolidata 
mlo  oiM  act,  and  for  amending  tbe  aereral  acts  raapaet- 
isg  the  dnty  on  doDuatic  diitilled  ipirila  and  on  ■till.  " 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
DSDRPATION  OP  EXBCOTIVE  AUTHOHnT. 
Mr.  GaiawoLp,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the 
law  for  the  ponishinenE  of  certain  crimes  against 
the  United  States,  asked  leave  for  the  committee 
to  report  by  bill. 

The  motion  was  carried — 50  votes  being  in 
iavor  of  it ;  and 

Mr.  Obibwolu  then  reported  a  bill  for  the  pun- 
bhment  of  certain  crimes  therein  specified,  w^ich 
was  committed  for  to-morrow,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

STAMP  ACT. 
The  House  went  Into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  amending  the  stamp  act:  and  the 
following  amendment  being  under  consideration 
viz.,  to  strike  out  these  words  from  the  bill : 

"OrifsnTperKmoipanoniiball  accept  or  pa;  an; 
Eweign  or  inland  biU  of  udunga,  draught,  or  order,  on 
which  any  duties  tn  chunable  by  law,  beicre  tha 
sama  diall  be  dnly  stampod,  the  perMm  or  persons  to 


Mr.  Habpxb  believed  his  object  would  be  better 
attained,  by  striking  out  only  the  words  "foreign 
or,"  leaving  the  foiteiluie  u  it  is,  on  accepting  or 


iherefore  varied  his  motion  lo^at  effecL 
Mr.  QoBDON  was  opposed  to  this  amendment, 
as  it  was  introducing  a  new  principle  into  the 
stamp  act  relative  to  inland  bills  of  exchange.  If 
a  provision  of  this  kind  was  necessary  to  secure 
the  duty  on  inland  bills,  he  did  not  see  why  it  was 
not  also  necessary  with  respect  lo  promissory 
nolea,  or  any  otber  security.  But,  es  he  saw  no 
occasion  for  it,  and  as  it  was  changing  the  gtonnd 
taken  for  securing  the  duty  by  the  former  act,  he 
should  rote  against  it.    When  the  stamp  act  w«* 

Sssed,  it  was  thought  to  be  a  sufficient  security 
r  the  payment  of  the  duty,  to  declare  that  no 
unstamped  security  could  be  a  ground  of  action 
in  ftny  court  of  justice,  until  a  stamp  wis  affixed 
to  it }  to  obtain  which,  ten  dollars  were  to  be  paid 
in  addition  to  the  stamp  duty.  This  Mr. G. thought 
soScient,  without  any  additional  penalty. 

Mr.  Gallatih  renewed  the  motion,  which  had 
bem  withdrawn  by  the  geatlemao  from  South 
Carolina,  to  strike  out  all  the  words  which  went 
Id  lay  a  penalty  upon  paying  or  accepting  bilb 
of  exchange^  as  he  saw  no  necessity  for  it. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried,  without  a 
division. 

The  3d  section  now  came  under  consideration. 
It  provides  a  forfeiture  for  any  person  who  shall 
ijrite  or  print  any  bond,  bill,  &.c..  upon  stamped 
paper  that  has  already  been  once  used,  until  it  be 
restamped;  also,  for  erasing  any  name,  dale,  sum, 
or  other  thing,  or  fraudulently  cuiting  or  ^ting 
off  any  tt&mp,  with  intent  to  use  it  for  aoy  other 
writing. 

Mr.  NioHOLAs  was  apprehensive  lest  innocent 
persons  might  be  ensnared  by  a  provision  of  this 
kind,  as  a  person  possessed  ol  a  stamped  piece  of 
paper  upon  a  part  of  which  some  instrument  had 
aireadv  been  written,  might  sell  it  to  another,  and 
cause  him  to  offend  tbe  laws  unknowingly. 

Mr.  GoBPOH  believed  this  objection  might  be 
removed  bv  adding  the  words  ''  shall  knowingly 
and  fraudulently"  use  any  such  paper.  Agreed  to. 

The  4th  section  provides  that  all  writing  upon 
which  duties  are  chargeable  shall  be  written  in 
such  manner  that  some  part  thereof  shall  be  either 
upon,  or  as  near  as  conveniently  may  be  to,  the 
stamp*  or  marks  which  shall  be  placed  thereon, 
on  pain  of  the  person  writing,  contrary  to  the 
tenor  and  true  meaning  thereof,  forfeiting 

Mr.  Vekablb  moved  to  strike  out  this  section. 
It  was  so  indefinitely  expressed,  that  a  person 
might  be  subject  lo  the  fine  without  knowing  he 
had  offended. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLiAHB  was  against  striking  out,  be- 
lieving the  provision  to  be  a  good  one. 

Mr.  Habpsr  said,  if  the  only  objection  to  this 
seclioo  was  the  one  mentioned  by  the  gentleman 
from  Viivinia,  it  might  be  obviated  without  strik- 
ing out  the  section,  bv  requiring  that  some  part 
of  the  instrument    snail  oe    written   upon  the 

Mr.  Ybnable  thought  the  secitoo  better  away. 
Many  persons  using  stampa  might  not  know  that 
tha  law  required  them  to  write  upon  the  stamp; 
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Ir.  Waln  said,  he  would  state  to  the  commit- 
tee the  reason  which  bad  induced  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  to  iotroduce  this  secttoa  into  the 
bill.  It  was  to  prerent  the  practice  which  it  wa* 
nnderstood  had  prevailed  amoog  persoas  who  deal 
io  aot«£,  called  accommodation  notes.  The  per- 
tODsconceroed  in  these  notes  get  them  diseounied; 
and  it  is  said  thai  a  practice  has  obtained  of  writ- 
ing one  of  these  notes  at  the  fool  of  half  a  sheet  of 
paper,  and,  afterwards,  as  the  notes  hare  been 
cancelled,  three  or  four  other  notes  have  been 
written  upon  the  remainder  of  the  paper,  one 
after  another,  till  the  whole  of  the  paper  has  been 
osed,  by  which  practice  the  duly  has  been  ernded, 
and  in  soch  a  manner  as  not  to  be  detected. 

Mr.  Otib  confirmed  the  fact  mentioned  by  the 
gentlenian  last  up.  and  adding  that  he  believed 
•ome  private  banks  had  countenanced  the  decep- 
tion, thai  the  provision  could  affect  no  person  who 
did  not  intend  to  defraud  the  revenue.  What  is 
K  further  recommendation  of  the  provision,  it  is 
copied  from  the  English  statute,  where  il  has  been 
found  succetsful  in  preventing  frauds,  which 
could  not  otherwise  be  prevented. 

Mr.  NicBOLAS  acbDowled»d  that  it  was  desira- 
ble to  preveai  the  abuse  wnich  had  been  men- 
tioned, liut  he  could  not,  on  that  account,  conseni 
to  a  section  which  would  greatly  increase  the  in- 
conveniences at  present  fell  from  the  stamp  act 
ill  tbe  country.  If  it  was  made  necessary  for 
■tamps  to  be  used  in  a  particular  maanli*oD  pai~ 
of  forfeiture,  country  people  wonld  be  afraid  1 
ose  them,  and  be  obliged  to  employ  a  scrivener, 
they  had  only  to  give  a  note.  If  the  provision 
could  be  confined  (o  the  kind  of  notes  which  had 
been  mentioned,  he  should  not  object  to  it. 

Mr.  Varhum  thought  it  would  be  best  to  pro- 
Tide  that  some  part  of  the  writing  of  every  instru. 
ment  should  be  upon  the  stamp,  and  also  to  insert 
the  words,  '^knowingly  aod  frauduleotty," 

Mr.  Otis  said^  no  person  could  offend  against 
this  provision  without  designing  to  do  so,  as  n~ 
person  would  think  of  beginning  to  write  upon 
•tamped  piece  of  paper  so  far  from  the  stamp  t 
to  leave  room  for  any  other  instrument  to  be  put 
upon  it,  if  he  had  not  that  in  view.  There  could 
he  no  objection  to  the  introduction  of  the  words, 
"knowingly  and  fraudulently,"  if  it  were  thought 
those  of  "contrary  to  the  tenor  and  true  meaning 

thereof,"  were  not  a  sufficient  guard  for- 

permns. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  the  section  was  put 
and  n^tived— 44  to  31- 

Mr.  Bayard  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"as  near  as  conveniently  may  be,"as  being  too 
nncerlain  an  expression  on  which  to  found  ft  pe- 
nal law.  If  it  was  provided  that  the  stamp  should 
be  written  upon,  the  fact  could  always  he  ascer- 
tainable. 

This  moiion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Nicbolab, 
Otib,  and  Qordon,  and  advocated  by  the  mover, 
T.  Claibohnb,  Harfbb,  and  EnMOND.  Those  in 
favor  of  it,  were  so  becanse  they  thought,  if  the 
law  required  a  person  to  write  upon  the  stamp,  he 


would  be  less  liable  to  offend  than  if  not  directed 
to  write  upon  it,  or  as  near  as  conveniently  may 
be  ;  those  opposed  to  it,  were  so  because  they  were 
apprehensive  many  penalties  might  be  incurred 
before  the  law  was  known,  and  because  it  is  usual 
at  present  to  write  as  near  to  a  stamp  as  is  conve- 
nient, at  least  so  near  as  not  to  leave  room  for  the 
writing  of  an^  other  instrument. 

The  question  was  n^atived — 24  votes  only 
being  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Cbamflin  proposed  an  amendment,  new 
modelling  the  aection,  which  he  thought  would 
render  itleu  objeotionRble;  but,  after  a  few  obser- 
vations, it  wae  negatived — there  being  only  sev^ 
votes  for  it. 

The  5th  section,  which  directs  the  manner  in 
which  the  fines  shall  be  recovered,  was  passed 
over  without  amendment.  The  6th,  as  it  stood, 
provides,  "  that  no  duties  shall  be  levied  or  col- 
lected upon  any  bonds  required  in  any  case  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  Slates,  or  of  any  State,  upon 
legal  process,  or  in  any  judicial  proceeding,  or  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  any  trust  or  duty." 

Mr.  Dana  said,  this  section  was  introduced  to 
do  away  doubts  which  have  existed,  whether 
bonds  of  the  description  here  mentioned,  were 
subject  to  duty  or  not.  The  wording  of  toe  sec- 
tion will  prevent  any  division  of  opinion  in  fu- 
ture i  but  It  is  so  Expressed  as  to  imply  that  they 
ought  to  have  paid  duty  heretofore.  He  wishe^ 
therefore,  to  alter  it  in  some  measure.  Anolber 
idea  occurred  to  him.  This  section  mentions 
"  bonds  required,"  and  there  are  bonds  which  are 
not  required,  but  which  are  allowed.  He.  there- 
fore, proposed  to  strike  out  tbe  wordit  in  italic,  and 
io  insert  the  following  in  their  place,  viz :  "  noth- 
ing in  said  act  shall  be  construed  to  requite  the 
payment  of  any  duty  on  bonds  taken  pursuant  to." 
Carried. 

Mr.  Bayabd  moved  further  to  amend  this  sec- 
tion by  adding  to  the  end  of  it,  "  nor  upon  anf 
exempli  Scat  ion  taken  out  by  a  parly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  into  effect  any  judicial  proceed- 

Mr.  Otis  said,  this  moiion  would  go  to  alter 
tbe  principle  of  the  original  act.  The  intention 
of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticnt 
had  only  gone  lo  affirm  the  intention  of  the  former 
law,  but  this  goes  to  repeal  a  part  of  it,  as  there 
is  a  duty  imposed  upon  all  exemplifications,  of 
what  kind  soever. 

Mr.  Bayard  did  not  think  this  amendment 
would  go  further  io  repealing  an?  part  of  tbe 
former  law  than  the  amendments  waich  had  just 
been  adopted.  As  all  bonds  are  by  it  made  sub- 
ject to  duty  as  well  as  all  exemplifications,  and  as 
a  certain  species  of  one  are  to  be  exempted  frona 
duty,  be  did  not  see  why  the  kind  of  ezemplifica.- 
lions  to  which  he  alluaed  might  not  also  be  ex- 
cused from  duly.  This  term,  "exemplification,** 
was  differently  understood  in  the  difTerent  States. 
By  some  gentlemen  only  a  copy  of  a  whole  record 
is  called  an  exemplification,  while  in  the  State 
of  Delaware  any  part  of  a  record  is  called  an 
exemplification,  and  comes  within  the  terms  of 
the  law.    Il  was  his  wish  only  to  eiouae  partial 
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nplificuiona  &om  dutjr,  and  hf  ihal  meaos 
It  mlL  the  Simtea,  id  ihia  icspeet,  od  th«  same 


*  DcgmtiTed,  there  being  only  1 


The  nHKion 
foiii. 

Mr.  Alian  nid,  a  cMuidoaUe  difference  of 
i^nioB  had  exiated  in  different  parts  of  the  coua- 
trj  with  leipect  to  bonds  or  notes  g:iTen  for  the 
fnrniihiiif  oi  certain  produce  or  olher  goods  at  a 
specified  tune,  whether  they  are  or  are  aot  lubjecl 
ta  datv.  H«  had  always  given  it  at  his  opinion 
that  they  are  uot ;  and  he  thought  himself  war- 
nmted  in  this  opinion,  beeaose,  when  the  origiaai 
bill  was  nndei  considaratim,  a  motion  was  made 
to  amend  it,  bj  inserting  a  clause  to  include  con- 
tiacts  of  this  kind,  when  the  chainnan  of  the  Com- 
Kiitee  ofWaysaadMeanstaidit  was  only  meant 
to  lay  a  dnty  on  bonds  and  notes  for  money.  For 
kims«lf|  he  saw  no  reason  why  these  contracts 
dionld  not  be  taied  as  well  as  any  other ;  but  as  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  House  at  that  time  ihst 
they  should  not  be  included,  he  moved  further  to 
amend  the  6th  section  by  adding  the  foUowii^ 
w<»d«:  "or  upon  any  eoatract  for  the  paj^ment, 
deliTOTiOr  performance,  of  any  specific  article  or 

]£.  Otis  hoped  this  ameudmeat  would  not  pre- 
rail.  The  act  was  sofficiently  clear ;  and  if  this 
taction  was  carried,  he  shonld  expect  to  see  notes 
^Ten  for  sach  and  such  goods,  or  so  moch  money, 
u  order  to  evade  the  duty. 

Ht.  Allen  had  no  pariicular  a&iiety  that  this 
motion  shonld  paBS|  bat  he  tboDght  the  people 
ought  not  to  beleft  in  the  dark  as  to  what  instra- 
menis  onght  to  pay  duty  and  what  ought  not. 
Aels  of  mch  a  kind  would  deserve  execration. 
Where  there  is  doobt,  that  doubt  certainly  onght 
lo  be  cleared  away ;  and  that  there  is  doubt  on 
this  inbiect,  is  well  known.  He  knew  that  an  ofS- 
«cr  in  the  QoTemment  bad  declared  it  to  be  his 
opinion  that  these  contracts  are  included  by  the 
acts-  He  wished  lo  have  the  law  made  elear.  He 
proposed  to  add  the  following  woids  to  his  amend- 
tneut :  -  whose  value  in  money  is  not  ascertained 
ot  estimated  in  said  contract." 

Hr.  J-  Williams  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
Bkent.  Hethoughtthedifierence  of  opinion  which 
exist*  on  this  point  ought  to  be  removed. 

Ut.  Otis  said,  stippase  the  valtie  is  not  ascer- 
tained in,  bat  out  of,  the  contract.  He  saw  no  rea- 
aoa  why  aotes  for  specific  articles  ought  not  to  be 
taxed  as  well  as  other  notes.  If  not,  nine-tenths 
of  the  dnty  would  be  evaded  in  the  way  he  had 

Hr.  OAt-LATin  believed  it  would  be 
nihcT  to  adopt  this  amendment,  or  to 
the  bill.  The  Treasury  Department  bad  inserted 
in  the  newspapers,  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  the 
lates  of  stamp  dutv  and  the  objects  upon  which  it 
mw  laid.  These  bad  bs«n  generally  read,  and  he 
had  aevcfal  times  the  question  put  to  him  whether 
seenrilies  of  the  kind  referred  to  by  this  amendment 
w«re  intended  to  pay  a  duty,  and  had  constantly 
pTMi  it  as  his  o|Hnion,  that  wnen  a  boitd  was  given 
for  a  eertaia  thing  to  ba  done,  though  tbere  was  a 
pasalty  anaexad  to  the  btHtd,  no  duty  was  payable 


upon  it.  It  may, hotperer.  have  been  constructed 
inadiflierentmanner.and  ne  understood  it  had,  by 
some  of  the  officers  of  the  revenue.  On  looking  at 
the  original  act,  he  found  that  the  words  used  are, 
"  any  bond,  bills,  single  or  penal,  or  promisory  note, 
or  other  notes  for  the  security  of  money."  But 
the  words,/or  the  Kcurity  ofmoneyj  apply  only  to 
notes,  and  not  to  bonds  and  bills,  single  or  penal. 
Indeed,  if  a  duty  were  lo  be  paid  by  bonds,  of  the 
kind  alluded  to,  it  must  be  according  to  the  penalty : 
and  if  so,  and  the  rule  was  to  be  general  on  all 
bonds,  they  would  pay  double  the  sum  that  notes 
pay,  as  the  penalty  of  a  bond  is  usually  double  the 
condition.  It  would  be  necessary,  therefore,  either 
to  reM^ommit  the  bill,  in  order  to  nave  this  matter 
rectified,  or  agree  to  the  amendment ;  but  he  thought 
the  amendment  ought  to  be  agreed  to. 

It  was  true,  that  the  law  might  be  evaded  in 
the  way  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, by  giving  a  note  for  such  and  such 
goods,  or  so  much  money;  but  if  be  attended  to  the 
iw,  he  would  find  his  argument  went  against  the 
law  itself,  and  not  against  this  amendment. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried,  there  being 
fifty-seven  voles  for  it. 

The  question  was  now  upon  filling  the  blanks 
allowing  compensation  lo  the  Supervisors  and 
inspectors  of  Survey,  for  eQlleeiiag  the  stamp 

Mr.  Otib  proposed  to  fill  the  first  blank,  which 
was  for  all  duties  collected  from  persons  otbet 
than  officers  of  the  revenue,  with  six  per  cent, 
and  the  other,  upon  what  they  received  from  the 
officers,  two  per  cent.  The  fact  was  Mr.  O.  said, 
that  no  compensation  whatever  had  been  made  lo 
these  officers  for  their  services  in  this  business. 
By  the  law  passed  last  session  for  r^ulating  the 
compensation  of  these  officers,  it  was  enacted  that 
they  should  have  the  same  commission  on  collect- 
ing  the  internal  duties  as  bad  been  allowed  to 
them  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  before 
this  taw  passed ;  but  he  had  never  made  them  any 
allowance  on  the  stamp  act,  supposing  Congress 
would  fix  their  compensation  lor  the  business 
laid  upon  them  by  that  act.  The  commission 
allow^  to  the  Collectors^  said  Mr.  O.,  for  collect- 
ing the  internal  duties,  is  six  per  cent^  and  he 
supposed  it  would  be  proper  to  allow  theoe  oflicers 
tbesame  where  they  collect  the  money ;  but  where 
they  receive  it  from  other  cheers,  he  suppoeed 
two  per  cent,  would  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  Qallatih  thought  he  understood  the  gefr- 
tieman  from  Massachusetts  to  say  that  the  Col- 
lectors have  six  per  cent  allowed  to  them  for  col- 
lecting the  stamp  doty. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  in  fixing  the  compensation  of 
the  officers  of  the  revenue,  Collectors  had  been 
allowed  six  per  cent,  on  all  the  internal  duties, 
and  of  course  upon  the.stBrop  duties. 

Mr.  Oallatih  observed,  that  when  this  law 
first  passed  it  was  provided,  in  the  I9th  section, 
that  me  President  should  cause  to  be  paid  such 
sum  of  money  for  collecting  the  duties  as  he 
should  think  proper,  so  that  the  whole  amount 
did  not  exceed  five  per  cent.  The  section  which 
the  gentleman  had  rend  was  posterior  to  this.    It 
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was  curious  eoough.  Mr.  O.  said,  that  after  the  I 
irhote  expenie  of  collectioD  had  been  confined  lo 
five  per  cent,  that  it  should  be  thought  proper  to  j 
give  the  Collector  alone  six  per  cent.  There  | 
would  be  much  less  difficult]'  ia  collecting  this 
dviy  than  aajr  other.  The  rea^oD  why  six  per 
cent  bad  been  giTen  to  the  Collectors  on  ibe 
whole  of  the  internal  rerenue,  was,  because  some 

Krt  of  Che  collection  is  attended  with  great  trou- 
■:  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  stills  better  de- 
serTes  Iwentjr  per  cent,  than  tbst  on  stamps  de- 
serves two.  All  the  trouble  attending  the  collect- 
ing of  the  stamp  duty  is  selling  the  stamp:.  In- 
stead of  six  per  cent  being  allowed  to  the  Super* 
visors,  be  thousbt  one  per  cent,  on  all  the  money 
they  receiTe,wnelher  from  officers  or  others,  would 
be  a  sufficient  allowance.  The  commission  allow- 
ed to  tbem  on  the  other  duties  is  from  one  to  one 
and  a  half  per  cent.  He  therefore  thooght  six 
per  cent  six  times  too  large  a  sum. 

Mr.  Sewall  ihoaght  six  per  cent  too  mncb, 
though  he  seconded  the  motion  of  his  colleague, 
but  he  thought  the  geatleman  from  Pennsylvania 
as  much  too  low  as  ne  was  too  high.  The  Super- 
visors^ Mr.  3.  said,  bad  to  distribute  tbe  stamps, 
and  either  to  employ  a  person  to  stamp  the  paper 
or  to  do  it  himself.  Besides  this,  he  bad  to  keep 
«  record  of  the  stamps,  and  was  obliged  lo  pay  a 
constant  attention  to  tne  business. 

Mr.  One  said,  it  was  the  intention  of  Congress 
to  allow  the  Supervisors  the  same  for  collectiog 
the  stamp  duty  that  is  allowed  to  Collectors  for 
the  other  internal  duties,  and  what  reason  could 
be  assigned  why  a  principal  officer  should  not  at 
least  receive  as  much  for  his  services  as  a  subor- 
ditiate  ooeT  Tbe  trouble  which  Supervisors  had 
in  this  business  was  greater  than  gentlemen  con- 
ceive. If  a  person  come  to  have  a  note  stamped, 
he  ia  obliged  to  attend  to  see  it  done;  and  it  is  of 
consequence  to  tbe  public  that  he  should  attend  to 
all  the  minutJEB  of  the  business,  rather  than  chat  it 
should  be  trusted  in  Che  hands  of  persons  who  could 
not  he  10  well  relied  upon.  He  knew  the  Super- 
visors had  been  allowed  at  the  last  session  for 
cleik  hire,  but  he  was  nevertheless  convinced  that 
they  ought  at  least  to  have  five  per  cent,  allowed 
for  collecting  this  stamp  duty;  if  not,  he  did  not 
suppose  they  would  undertake  it 

Hr.GALLATiM  said  the  gentleman  whobad  just  sat 
down  was  wholly  mistaken  as  to  the  atlowancehere- 
tofore  made  to  Supervisors.  Last  year  their  sala- 
ries were  fixed  by  law,  and  sums  allowed  for  clerk 
hire;  before  that  time  their  compensation  was  left 
to  the  President  It  was  also  said  that  they  should 
have  the  same  commission  on  Che  internal  taxes 
as  had  been  heretofore  allowed  them  by  the  Presi- 
dent The  gentleman  from  Mas.sachasetts  says  this 
allowance  was  five  or  six  per  cent  It  was  no  such 
thing.  By  the  schedule,  said  Mr.  G,,  lately  laid 
upon  our  tables,  we  find  on  spirits  distilled  and  on 
stills,  the  commission  is  from  one  to  one  and  a  half 
per  cent,  on  sales  at  auction,  retailers'  licenses,  Ac. 
one  half  per  cent  Yet  the  gentleman  from  Maa- 
■acboaetts  wished  to  sive  them  five  per  cent,  for 
the  itamp  dutjr,  though  be  was  persuaded  it  woald 
be  attended  with  lata  trouble  tluii  any  other.    In 


my  opinion,  said  Mr.  G.,  the  Supervisors  are  the 
best  paid  officers  under  the  OovernmenL  Their 
salaries  in  three  of  ihe  States,  exelusivelyof  what  { 
they  will  receive  from  tbe  stamp  duty,  and  incln-  ' 
ding  tSOO  for  clerk  hire,  exceed  95,000 j»er  annata, 
and  none  have  less  than  1,000  or  tlj20O.  There  b 
need,  therefore,  to  give  them  six  per  cent  oi 
the  stamp  duties.  From  one  half  to  one  andt 
half  per  cent,  (according  to  the  proportion  of  the 
isioess  done)  would  be  an  ample  allowance.  i 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Oria  in  defence  of     | 
8  motion,  it  was  put  and  negatived,  without  a    I 
division. 
Five  was  then  proposed  and  also  negatived. 
Mr.  Gallatin  proposed  one  and  a  half,  which 
he  thought  rather  too  high. 
Mr.  SawALt.  proposed  three  per  cent,  but  hefoit 
division  was  nad  upon  this  question,  a  motirai 
as  made  for  the  committee  to  rise.    It  rose  ac- 
cordingly and  had  leave  Co  sit  again. 

Tdebdav,  January  6. 
A  report  was  received  from  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
ral  on  the  subject  of  Post  Offices  and  Post  RoRdi, 
1  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  14th  June,  which 
'as  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject 
Mr.  RoTLEnOB  called  up  the  resolutioa  which 
he  yesterday  laid  upon  tbe  table  respecting  a  sab- 
scriptioQ  for  the  printing  of  the  old  Jouratls  of 
Congress;  which  was  referred  to  Messrs,  RoT- 
LEDOEi,  NiCHOLAa  and  D.  Foster,  as  a  committee 
to  consider  (he  subject  and  to  report  thereon. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE, 
Mr.  Gallatin  said,  that  the  President  of  ihe 
United  Slates  had  mentioned  in  his  Speech  atihc 
opening  of  the  session  "that  tbe  course  of  the 
transactions  in  relation  to  the  United  States  and 
France,  which  bad  come  to  his  knowledge  during 
tbe  recess,  would  be  made  the  subject  of  i  fainie 
communieatioo."  He  presumed  that  the  delay 
in  this  communication  was  owing  to  a  wish  of 
rendering  it  as  complete  and  perfect  as  posiU*; 
nor  would  he  have  been  desirous  to  press  in  mt 
least  tbe  subject  on  tbe  President,  had  not  the 
House,  by  a  rote  of  theirs,  declared  their  intenuoo 
to  legislate  without  further  delay  on  subjects  im- 
mediately depending  on  and  connected  with  the 
promised  information.  Among  other  bills  {man 
or  less  connected  with  that  subject)  which  art 
made  the  order  of  the  day,  Mr.  G.  alluded  particu- 
larly to  two  provisions  in  the  bill  leporlea  by  (be 
Committee  of  Defence,  for  the  purpose  of  further 
suspending  the  commercial  intercourse  betvc^B 
Che  United  States  and  France.  The  first  of  these 
authorizes  the  President  to  permit  intercourse  with 
any  island  or  place  belonging  to  France,  wbo^ 
Governor  or  commanding  officer  shall  disavo* 
and  refrain  from  depredations  against  the  vesseli 
of  tbe  United  States,  although  that  commaodiaj 
officer  should  not  be  authorized  in  so  doing  by  hu 
own  Government.  The  other  provision  empow- 
ers tbe  President  to  suspend  the  commercial  inter- 
course of  the  United  States  with  other  oounlna 
besides  France,  with  the  ports  of  Spain  and  Hol- 
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lud,  u  wonld  a[q»ear  when  the  bill  eomei  under 
diMDKion.  These  two  provisions,  nid  Mr.  0_ 
ire  30  norei,  and  involve  eoasideralioaa  of  such 
nigniiude,  that  he  thought  it  improper  that  the 
HoDM  shonld  atlonpt  to  adopt  or  discuss  them, 
before  thej'had  the  fullest  informaiioa  on  the  sub- 
ject. Bf  """Ung  the  biU  to  which  he  had  alluded 
the  order  of  the  day,  the  Houae  had  declared  its 
intcation  of  ratering  into  an  immediate  ioTeiii- 

Stion  <^  those  important  measures.    He  there- 
'e  GOQceiTed  it  neeesMrp  that  the  information 
should  be  called  for  without  delay,  and  piopoied 
Uie following  resolution: 
"Sfobid,  ThalthePreMdfiitaflhaUnttedStatecbe 
'a  Ihii  Hoiue  the  infimna- 


B,  which  oune  to 
Ui  kBDwIedge  during  tba  recea  of  CoagreH,  UBntiiiaed 
bi  hit  AddnH  to  bodk  Honiu  on  the  Sth  nlL,  and  alio 
■Kb  fnithar  infannatioa  ■■  D»j  Iutb  come  to  hit 
taowMfe  dnrtiig  the  preaent  Miaion  of  Congrew." 

Mr.  Harper  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
lufTered  to  lie  on  tbe  table  till  to-morrow.  He 
belicTtd  the  infotmatioD  which  tbe  gentleman 
waou  will  soon  he  laid  before  the  House. 

Ur.  Gallatin  had  no  objection  to  the  motion 
Ifing,  provided  the  bill  to  which  he  had  alluded 
vu  not  called  up  in  the  meantime. 

TheSpEAKEH  was  about  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
Home  upon  reEoUine  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
ihe Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  stamp  act; 

Ur.  Gali^tih  said  he  believed  that  the  amend- 
mtnti,  under  consideration  yesterday,  would  re- 
quire sometime  to  get  information  on  the  subject, 
before  a  decision  could  probably  be  bad  upon 
ihcm.  The  shortest  way,  perhaps,  would  be'~ 
dijclwrge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from 
fortner  consideration  of  the  subject,  with  a  new 
of  rceammitting  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  Bod  Means,  who  might  get  the  necessf  ~ 
information.  For  he  believed,  from  the  loose 
fotmatioD  which  be  had  obtained  since  the  Hoi 
roK  yesterday,  thai  he  had  himself  made  a  motion 
which  he  'hould  withdraw,  as  he  believed  it  pro- 
wsed  to  allow  two  or  three  times  loo  much  to  the 
SapierTisors  for  collecting  this  duty.  The  stamp 
duties,  he  said,  would  be  principally  collected  in 
tht  Urge  cities,  and  theiefore  a  small  per  centage 

would  Tie  sufficient.  He  supposed  that  in  Phila' 
delphia  alone  $100,000  a  jtat  would  be  collected 
from  this  tax,  which,  at  three  per  cent.,  would 

Eve  the  Supervisor  $3,000  a  fear,  in  addition  to 
I  present  salary. 

Mr.  Dent  thought  the  better  way  would  be  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  this  bill  for  a  cer- 
tain day. 

Hr.  Oris  did  not  think  it  necessary  that  either 
of  these  motions  should  pass.  In  consequence  of 
tbe  objections  made  yesterday  to  filling  up  tba 
Utnks  with  the  sums  he  had  proposed!  he  bad 
wailed  upon  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue, 
■nd  gained  some  information  on  the  subject;  ang 
itwugh  the  Commissioner  could  not  furnish  a 
conecl  return  from  all  the  SMtea,  he  could  do  il 


6om  some.  He  had  obtained  from  him  retnmB 
for  two  quarters  from  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland, 
and  it  may  be  supposed  that  the  amouut  of  the 
collections  in  those  Slates  will  be  as  great  as  ia 
any  other.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  these  re- 
turns wduld  afford  sufficient  data  on  which  to  act; 
the  result  of  which  would  be  found  far  less  than 
the  sentlenian  from  Pennsylvania  had  suggested. 

Mr.  Gallatih  said  that,  from  the  obMrvatioos 
of  the  genlleman  from  Massachusetts  himself,  it 
appeared  that  either  the  motion  which  he  had 
made,  or  the  one  proposed  by  Ibe  gentleman  frour 
Siaryland,  ooght  to  be  adopted,  since  he  says  that 
k.  L-_  received  informaliDo  from  the  Commia- 
of  the  Revenue  which  is  not  before  the 
House,  and  they  cannot  expecl  the  House  to  act 
on  a  business  of  this  sort  upon  any  private  infor- 
maiiun  which  any  gentleman  shall  inform  the 
House  he  possesses.  It  is  necessary  that  this  ii^ 
formation  should  be  official.  Believing  the  mo- 
tion proposed  by  the  member  from  Maryland 
would  answer  his  purpose  better  thin  the  one  he 
had  himself  proposed,  he  should  withdraw  his  own, 
and  move  to  postpone  the  conaideraiioD  of  this 
bill  for  two  days. 

Mr.  Otis  was  against  this  motion,  because  be 
believed  as  good  iaformBtion  might  be  obtained  in 
half  an  hour  as  could  be  got  in  three  days.  He 
thought  il  sufficient  for  a  gentleman  to  declare  in 
bis  place,  what  has  been  the  amount  of  the  duty 
collected  from  certain  States,  in  any  given  time; 
and  he  bad  himself  seen  the  books  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Revenue,  which  state  that  the 
amouut  of  duty  collected  in  the  Suie  of  Penn- 
svlvania,  for  the  first  quarter,  wis  $11,804,  and  for 
tne  second  86,800,  so  that  it  may  be  supposed  Ike 
whole  amount  of  the  annual  collection  of  this  duty 
in  Pennsylvania  will  not  amount  to  $40,000  a 
year.  He  thought  this  information  sufficient. 
The  question   on   postponement  was  put  and 

1MPREB8HENT  OF  BEAMEN. 


Gentlemen  of  the  HmtM  of  R^etentaiive*  .- 

In  coBlplianee  with  yoai  desire,  eipresesd  in  joar 
iMolatioo  of  the  3d  of  this  month,  I  Isj  befcie  yoa  an 
eitract  of  a  letter  from  Oeorge  C.  Moiton,  aetuiB  Con- 
sul of  tbe  United  Statea  at  the  Havana,  dated  the  13th 
of  NovembsT,  1798,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  him  to  L.  Treievant  and  Wilham 
Timmona,  Eaqa.,  with  their  answer.  Althon^  jaat 
request  extends  no  further  than  to  such  infiiimatiou  aa 
has  been  received,  yet  it  may  be  i  satisfaetjoa  to  yoa 
to  know  that  as  soon  ae  this  intelligence  was  commii- 
nieated  to  me,  circular  orders  were  given,  bj  my  direo- 
tiou,  to  all  the  eommenden  of  our  vesaels  of  war;  a 
oapy  of  which  is  also  herewith  transmitted.  I  also  di- 
rected this  intelligence  and  ibcH  ordMslebe  communi- 
cated to  Hu  Britannic  Majesty's  Envo^f  Eitrordioary 
and  Minister  Plenipoteotiar;  to  the  United  Stales,  and 
to  onr  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain,  with  instructions  to  him  to  make  the  proper 
refoeeentation  to  that  Oovemment  upon  this  subject 
.. !_  ..„.  ;_^;_ . _  Uj^  j^  i,^  OistUMtance  of 
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nuabehaiiaiir  of  any  of  lb«  Brituh  offlcen  towardi  onr 
TMwli  of  wtr,  that  baj  come  to  m;  knowledge.  Ac- 
carding  to  all  the  repreuntationa  that  I  have  ieen,  the 
flag  of  the  Uaited  Statei,  and  their  o&icen  and  men, 
havi  been  treated  by  the  civil  and  militai;  authority  of 
the  Britiah  nation,  in  Nova  Scotia,  the  West  lodia 
latandi,  and  on  tlie  ocean,  with  uniform  civility,  po- 
Ittsneaa,  and  fnendBhip.  I  have  no  doubl  that  thia  6it 
inatance  of  misconduct  will  be  readily  corrected. 
Jan.  e,  1799.  JOHN  ADAMS. 

[CIHCULAR.] 
To  the  ComTnandera  of  Armtd  Vettei*  in  the  lerviee 

of  tkt  Vniled  Stata;  given  at  the  Navy  Department, 

December  SS,  ITBS. 

8ik:  It  ia  the  pontive  command  of  the  President, 
diat  on  DO  pretence  whatever,  you  permit  the  public 
maael  of  war  under  yonr  command  to  be  detained,  or 
■eanlied,  nor  an;  of  the  offieera  or  men  belonging  to 
bw  to  be  taken  from  her,  by  the  ships  or  vessels  of  any 
fctsign  nation,  ao  long  as  joa  are  in  a  capacity  to  re- 
pd  such  outrage  on  the  honor  of  the  American  flag.  If 
wres  should  be  ezerled  lo  compel  your  submission,  jou 
aie  to  reaiat  that  force  to  the  utmost  of  your  power,  and 
when  overpowered  by  superior  force,  yon  are  to  ilrike 
jour  flag,  and  Ihua  yield  your  vessel,  as  well  as  yaui 
■en ;  bnt  never  your  men  without  your  vesael. 

You  will  remeinbei,  however,  that  yonr  demeanor  be 
M^ectfiil  and  friendly  to  the  vessels  and  psople  of  ail  ' 
naboni  in  amity  with  the  United  States ;  and  that  you 
■Toid  aa  carefully  the  commiiaioii  of;  as  the  submisrion 
to,  insult  or  injury. 

I  have  the  honor  (o  be,  sir,  your  obedient  aervant, 
BEN.  8T0DDEET. 

Leilers  which  accompa Died  the  above  M«aaage: 

J**roe(  of  a  leUtr  fiom  George  C.  Morton,  acting 

Contufof  Ike   Vmied  Staiei  at  the  Havana,  data 

&ere  the  l%tk  Notemba;  1768,  to  the  Seeretary  of 

suae.  "  ^ 

"  By  the  delegation  of  Daniel  Hawley,  Esq.,  I  am  at 
present  acting  aa  Consul  of  the  United  States  in  this 
oistTict,  with  which  he  will  most  probably  have  ac- 
quainted ^on.  It  imposes  upon  me  the  mortifying  task 
of  infbrmmg  you,  air,  of  the  partial  capture  of  an  Ame- 
rics4)  fleet  under  the  convoy  of  the  Bsltimoie  sloep-of- 

war,  Phillips,  Esq.,  commander,  by   a   British 

•quadion,  off  this  harbor,  accompanied  vrith  circnm- 
tfanoes  rather  grating  to  thefeehngs  of  Americans,  and 
Igr  nc  maana  anal<^rona  lo  that  good  harmony  which 
MMDS  to  subsist  between  th«  two  (Jovemments. 

•'  Tha  auswei  of  Meaan.  Trewvant  and  Timmona  to 
My  annexed  noteof  the  ITth  inatsnt,  requesting  an  ez- 
•aidation  (rfthe  occurrence,  will,  I  pieaume,  be  deem- 
•d  as  impartial  a  narration  as  can  be  given  of  the  whole 
tnnsaction,  ih<y  having  been  passengers  on  bosrd  one 
ttf  the  captured  vessels,  and  removed  to  the  Baltimore. 

Mr.  Morton  adds,  that  Commodora  Loring  ordered 
IIm  fifty-Sve  men  out  ofthe  BalliaiaT«"on  board  of  his 
Aipi  previooa  to  any  proposal  of  exchanging  the  na- 
tivss  of  one  nation  for  thoae  of  the  other ,  and  retaiiuid 
Ato  of  the  hands  aa  being  British  subjects,  wUhout 
giving  an  equal  nomber  of  Americans,  whom  he  ac- 
tatMvledged  to  have  on  board." 

HiviKi,  Hovember  17,  1798. 
Obvtlimui  :    Aa  acliiig  American  Conaul  for  Ibia 


cit;  and  district,  and  of  courae  obliged  to  forward  the 
most  correct  Btstoment  possible  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  Stales  officially,  I  would  beg  the  ■avor  rf 
you,  gentlemen,  to  furnish  me  with  an  exact  reUtiot, 
under  your  signatures,  of  the  unpleasant  occurrence 
which  took  place  off  the  More  Castle  on  the  16th  in- 
stant, by  wMch  you  will  much  oblige, 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  serrant. 
GEO.  C.  MORTON. 
L.  TaitaTAtn  and  W.  Timkohs,  Esqa. 
N.  B. — It  would  be  proper  to  premise  that  you  wera 
passengen,  and  your  distance  &on  the  Moro  Castle  at 
the  time  of  capture.  O.  C.  H. 


8ii 


HiTiSA,  Jfovember  IS,  I79S. 
;  Agreeably  to  your  request,  we  now  commit  to 


writing  Ibe  best  account  we  a: 
conduct  of  Captain  Loring,  Commodore  ofthe  Biiliih 
squsdrau,  which  vras  lately  oS  the  Mom,  towards  the 
United  States  ship  Baltimore.  Ws  must  observe,  how- 
ever, that  all  we  can  say  of  it  is  from  the  iafbrmation 
of  Captain  Phillipa,  as  we  were  not  on  board  the  BaU- 
nore  when  she  was  visited  by  Captain  L's  officera. 

In  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant,  we  discovered 
^lis  squadron  when  we  were  in  nght  of  the  Moro,  sod 
afterwards  found  it  was  composed  of  Captain  Loring's 

ship,  the  Camatic,  of  74  gone ;  Captain 's  ship,  the 

Thunderer,  of  the  same  force ;  Captain  Didison's  ship,  « 
Ihs  Queen,  of  98  guns ;  Captain  Donnellv's  fngals,  die 
Maidstone,  of  33  guns  J  and  (Captain  Hnrdy'a  fiigati^ 
the  Greyhound,  of  the  same  Ibrce.  We  wera  passea* 
gera  in  the  brig  Norfolk,  Captain  Butler,  which,  to- 
gether with  iht  ship  Eliza,  Captain  Baas,  and  the  brtg 
Friendship,  Captain  Fuller,  were  cut  off  from  their 
entrance  into  port,  and  were  all  made  priiea  whhin 
gunshot  of  the  Mora.  We  obtained  leave  to  go  on  board 
the  Baltimore  with  onr  baggage,  and  did  so.  Wbeo 
Captain  PhiUips  discovered  tfuil  they  were  Engliidi  slups, 
(which  was  before  we  were  taken,)  be  stood  toward 
them,  and  spoke  the  Commodore.  After  we  got  on 
board  the  Baltimore,  the  Captain  informed  na  diet  he 
had  been  on  board  the  Camatic  and  the  Commodott 
had  told  him  that  he  should  take  ont  of  the  Baltimore 
all  such  men  as  had  not  American  protections;  that 
he  had  remonstrated  with  him  against  showing  such 
an  iiidignity  to  our  flagj  that  to  da  so  would  lean  his 
ship  in  a  very  defenceleai  state,  and  would  deprive  him 
of  nearly  all  his  men,  as  not  even  those  who  were  really 
Americans,  or  at  least  very  few  of  them,  could  ihow 
protections,  because  it  was  always  thought  that  onr 
flsg,  on  board  of  a  Groiemmenl  ship,  was  a  sufficient 
protection.  All  this,  however,  was  urged  in  vain. 
Captiun  P.  returned  to  hia  ship,  and  the  Comnodoft 
sent  an  officor  mi  bosrd  the  Baltimore,  who  carried 
away  Gfty-flve  of  her  men  to  the  Camatic  Captain 
Phillips  remained  in  eipectaUon  that  luariy  all  the  net 
would  be  taken  from  him ;  but  whether  the  Commo- 
dore, upon  reflection,  thought  better  of  it,  or  whatever 
else  might  have  been  his  motive,  he  sentlnck  fifty,  and 
kept  five,  among  whom  was  the  ship's  boatswain. 
Captain  Loring  proposed  to  give  up  a  number  of  Ame- 
rican seamen,  who,  he  said,  were  in  his  Sect,  if  Captain 
P.  wonid  give  him  English  subjects  for  them.  Certain 
P.  refused  this  otter,  and  the  American  seamen  were 
not  delivered  to  him.  Before  any  ofthe  men  were  »■ 
t)trBed,  he  sent  a  meMge  to  Captain  P.  to  let  him 
know  if  he,  or  one  of  his  officers,  would  go  on  board  of 
htiB,  and  poiiit  out  who  wars  Ansneana  and  who  was* 
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in  which  the  Commodora  "  dsiiuuidad"  ttut  he  wi  __ 
MB  irp  iD  tbe  BritUh  lubjeeta  on  txiud  the  BilUauw*. 
To  Ihu,  CapUio  P.  i«[di«d  that  he  conld  Dot  know  kuj 
of  hi)  m«Q  aa  Briliih  lubjeeta,  nor  could  bs.  a*  com- 
lundcT  sf  a  dkip,  in  the  Hrrica  of  the  Uniteid  Stale*, 
rdniituilj  siTB  np  vtj  oF  hie  qud  ;  but  if  be  thought 
St  to  Kod  an  officer  on  boud,  with  wden  lo  take  an^ 
anmber  af  hia  men,  lie  ibonid  not  oppoM  it.  In  tbia 
miwn,  Captain  P.  tnentioDed  be  ihould  ta;  before  the 
EnratiTe  of  tbs  TTniled  BUtei  a  fall  accouDl  of  the 
oecamnee*  of  the  day.  Shoitljr  after  eending  this  le- 
plj,Lheafnadi«D  n(Mil,*iidlaAtbeBaltiaH>re.  Com- 
Dodme  L.  ma  vsrr  polita  ts  na,  and  waa  ao  to  Captain 
P.  aben  ha  went  on  board ;  bat  Captain  P.  complaiDad 
odulecaiil  bduTioui  bom  tba  inlimor  t^oan. 

LEWIS  TRBZEVANT, 
WH.  T1HUON8. 


Anotlier  mcssan  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  cDctosing  a  ststenieDl 
ofilif  grants  made  for  the  coaliDgeni  expensea  of 
the  GoTerameot  for  the  year  1798;  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

UWIPOBM  BANKRUPTCY. 

On  mouon  of  Mr.  Sewall,  the  Home  reiolTed 
its«If  into  aComiiiittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  pro- 
tiding  an  uDiform  sytlemof  bankruptG;  tbrou^u- 
oat  Ihe  United  Stateii,  when  Che  motion  which  he 
Iiad  proposed  when  the  commitlee  IshI  sat  upoo 
the  lubjpci  wu  taken  ap,  considered,  and  uega- 
tiTcd.  AfiCT  agreeing  to  several  ameDdments,  the 
committee  roie,  and  tke  House  took  them  up  and 
•greed  to  them. 

A  moiioD  was  renewed  by  Mr.  Walh  (which 
had  been  made  by  Mr.  Gohdon.  in  the  Committee 
i>r  Ibe  Whole,  and  then  nwAtiTed)  to  strike  out 
tbe  foUowing  words  from  the  38th  section : 

"  And  DO  eertifleata  granted  in  punuanee  of  thia  ad 
■UI  be  (Tillable  or  efiectuil  lo  diachaige  any  debti  con- 
hided  prior  to  the  date  of  tht*  act,  but  the  aame,  oi  aa 
nub  tbenof  aa  mtaiH  not  be  aatiafied  out  of  the  eOeeti 
rf tht  bukmpt,  ahall  be  racorerable  in  like  manner  aa 
thcf  laigfai  have  bean  if  tbi*  act  had  not  been  made." 

Ht.  WiLit  thought  that  when  a  debtor  itubmit- 
Kd  lo  tbe  iDconTeoiences  laid  upon  him  by  ihi! 
ut,  he  oo^ht  to  hare  the  full  henefic  of  a  bankrupt 
Uw  b|  being  freed  from  all  his  debts.  He  (hougnt 
(hit  ImII  calculated,  upon  the  whole,  to  benefit  the 
ntditor;  and  h«  believed  the  creditor  of  a  baok- 
nipt.  who  Wat  such  before  the  passing  of  this  law, 
*«ui  have  a  belter  chance  of  being  paid  if  thia 

C'liicn  was  stricken  out  than  if  it  was  retained, 
anse  the  friends  of  an  unfortunate  bankrupt 
Would  never  think  of  ([iviug  him  any  assisUnce 
to  recommence  any  basineas  Tor  the  future  support 
oThb  family,  when  they  knew,  that  the  moment 
M  got  any  property,  these  ansa  tisSed  debtors  might 
seize  npoB  it.  He  thought  it  would  be  better^ihere- 
iMe  to  leave  it  to  the  honor  of  ft  man  in  ibis  siiu- 
Um  to  pay,  if  erer  he  shall  become  able,  than  to 


ive  him  forever  from  doing  aaything  for  him- 
self and  family. 
'  Mr.  Cbaik  declared  himself  friendly  to  this  bill, 
but  be  should  be  aorrr  to  see  it  pass  with  the  pro- 

n  now  moved  to  tie  stricken  out.  He  was  not 
of  the  opiuiou  that  this  is  a  law  for  the  benefit  of 
creditors— -a  bankrnpt  law,  well  rramed,he  believed, 
equally  beneficial  to  the  debtor  and  creditor.  If 
the  proTislonsoflhisbillare  attended  to, said  Mr.C, 
there  will  be  found  important  benefits  given  to  the 
creditor,  in  order  to  prevent  the  fraudulent  debtor 
from  making  away  with  his  property  ;  and  in  con- 
sequence ofihese  advantages,  the  honest  debtor  is 
entitled  to  certain  indulgences.  The  benefits 
which  creditors  will  derive  from  this  laarare  many. 
Any  one  creditor  to  a  certain  amount  may,  by  pe- 
tition, make  his  debtor  a  bankrupt,  if  he  sees  DO  pro-, 
bability  of  being  paid  in  an^  oCner  way  ;  where  all 
his  debtor's  properly  goes  into  the  hands  of  com* 
misaionersj  who  have  a  complete  control  over  the 
bankrupt's  properly,  and  tbis  by  a  summary  pro- 
cess. A  debtor  raaking  these  sacrifices,  therelore, 
has  a  right  to  expect  indulgences  in  reluro.  What 
are  these  indulgences  7  His  body  is  exempted 
from  future  arrest,  and  anv  property  which  he  mvf 
hereafter  acquire  cannot  be  touched  by  anv  of  his 
creditors,  who  were  so  prior  to  the  act  of  bank- 
ruptcy. And  if  such  bankrupt  makes  a  disclosure 
of  bis  affairs  in  time,  and,  by  making  a  fair  sur- 
render of  his  property,  pays  a  certain  portion  of 
his  debts,  be  is  euiitled  to  an  allowance  per  cent, 
on  the  amount  of  his  debts,  in  order  to  enable  him 
to  commence  business  again.  But  the  clause  now 
under  consideration,  if  retaioed,  would  destroy  a 


owing  before  the  passing  of  tbis  act.  Tbe  only 
reason  which  he  could  suppose  might  be  alleged 
in  favor  of  this  clause  was,  that  it  might  be  thought 
by  some  that  the  Legiilatore  had  no  right  to  inter- 
fere between  a  creditor  and  his  debtor,  in  respect 
to  transactians  which  took  place  before  the  pass- 
ing of  tbis  law.  But  he  was  satisfied  that  no  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy  could  be  formed  without  affect- 
ing, in  some  d^ree,  the  contracts  in  existence  at 
the  time.  But,  with  this  clause  in  it,  all  the 
benefits  in  the  law  will  be  in  fiivor  of  the  creditor, 
and  the  debtor  will  receive  nothing  in  return,  but 
be  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  ever  after  acquir- 
ing property.  Indeed,  this  clause  would  effectu- 
ally do  away  the  check  which  is  provided  lo  pre- 
vent a  bankrupt  from  obtaining  a  certificate  un- 
worthily, by  making  the  assent  oT  two-ihirds  of  his 
creditors  necessary,  as  this  species  of  crediiora 
would  always  be  in  favor  of  the  certificate,  that 
they  alone  might  have  a  future  claim  upon  the 
bankrupt.  This  clause,  Mr.  C.  said,  would  clash 
with  the  power  constantly  exercised  by  some  of 
tbe  Stale  Legislatures  of  passing  insolvent  acts,  in 
order  to  relieve  objects  of  distress  from  prison. 

Mr.  C.  could  see  no  mischief  which  would  arise 
from  striking  out  this  clause,  as  a  bankrupt  will 
never  be  able  lo  obtain  a  certificate  until  two- 
thirds  of  his  eredilors  hare  signed  it;  and  if  tbe 
law  is  passed  at  all,  it  ought  to  afford  a  reciprocal 
benedt  to  debtors  and  creditora. 
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Mr.  BAVAmo  said,  notbiug  could  be  more  just 
and  reasonable  ibaa  tbe  amendment  proposed ; 
and  when  the  committee  engrafted  this  clause  into 
the  bill,  they  did  not  do  it  from  a  wish  that  it 
shoald  be  adopted ;  but  they  knew  it  was  a  great 
priociplej  and  they  did  not  know  what  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Houae  might  be  upon  it,  and  therefore 
thought  it  right  to  lay  it  before  them,  but  he  trust- 
ed it  would  not  be  adopted,  as  he  thought  the  pro- 
rision  would  be  unjust  Tnis  bill,  said  Mr.  B.,goea 
to  divest  a  baokrupi  of  ha  whole  piopeiiy,  and  to 
place  it  in  the  hands  of  assignees,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  of  his  creditors,  as  well  those  who 
were  his  creditors  before  tbe  passingof  thislaw,  as 
those  who  have  becomeso since;  and  having  hon- 
estly given  up  the  whole  of  what  be  possessed, 
and  two-thirds  of  his  creditors  being  satisfied  that 
this  is  the  case,  signing  his  certificate,  be  is  at  lib- 
erty to  begin  the  world  anew,  clear  of  all  embar- 
rassments; but  if  this  clause  is  retained,  how- 
ever unfortunate  and  honest  a  man  may  be,  he 
may  be  oppressed  in  his  person  and  property  all 
his  life,  by  an  ill-diiposed  creditor  of  this  deictip- 

Mr.  B.  believed,  that  when  this  subject  was  un- 
der consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
some  gentlemen  were  of  opinion  that  to  pass  this 
law.  without  a  provision,  would  make  it  partake 
of  tile  nature  of  aner^ioat/ac'olaw.  which  is  pro- 
hibited by  tbe  Constitution.  He  believed,  when 
it  was  recollected  that  tbe  Legislature,  for  want 
of  a  bankrupt  law,  has  passed  an  insolvent  law  in 
order  to  take  persons  out  of  confinement  it  would 
beackoowledgedtbatno  objection  could  lie  against 
a  bankrupt  law,  on  account  of  its  interfering  be- 
tween the  contracts  of  debtors  and  creditors,  which 
.  would  not  equally  lie  against  an  insolvent  law,  as, 
without  such  a  law,  a  man  would  be  obliged  to  lie 
io  prison  all  his  life,  if  his  debts  were  not  paid.  It 
is  true,  a  bankrupt  law  discharges  a  man's  proper- 
ty, as  well  as  his  person,  from  the  power  of  a  cre- 
ditor ;  but  the  thing  is  the  same  in  both  cases. 

Mr.  B.  assumed  it  as  a  just  principle,  that  wheit 
a  man  gives  credit  to  another,  he  does  it  not  only 
subject  to  the  existing  laws,  but  to  all  otheis 
which  may  be  passed.  If  he  should  consider  the 
law  as  ex  poet  facto,  he  should  be  as  much  appos- 
ed to  it  as  any  other  member  could  be;  but  not  ~~ 
considering  it,  and  wishing  the  provisions  of  it 
be  equally  oeneficial  to  the  well-meaning,  but  u 
fortunate  debtor,  as  to  the  creditor,  he  hoped  the 
amendment  would  be  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  put  and  carried — 51  votes  be- 
vaz  ia  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  PiNCKNBY  said,  he  wished  to  offer  a  new 
■ection  to  this  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  postponing 
its  operation  to  a  future  period.  Though  this  sys- 
tem of  a  bankrupt  law  has  been  frequently  agitat- 
ed in  Congress,  and  therefore  familiar  iiere,  yei 
to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  large,  it  is 
a  system  of  a  novel  nature.  Mr.  P.  wisned  the 
law  to  pass,  but  that  its  operation  should  be  sus> 
peaded  so  as  that  another  session  of  the  L^iala- 
mre  may  be  able  to  pass  their  judgment  upon  it. 
before  it  takes  effect.  If  the  law  is  passed  and 
promulgated,  the  citizens  will  pay  more  attention 


it  than  [hey  have  had  an  opportunity  ol  doing 
heretofore.     We  have,  said  he,  heard  of  gretlofr 
jeciions  made  to  this  bill,  and  of  its  beiog  lui- 
ided  with  insurmountable  difficulties;  liDl, 
n   it  comes  to   be  taken  up,  those  difficallitt 
1,  in  a  good  degree,  to  have  vanished ;  anil  ht 
was  of  opinion,  that  if  (he  law  was  parsed  isd 
laid  before  the  people,  their  objections  to  it  would 
also  be  removed.     At  all  events,  the  LegisUmrt  I 
at  the  next  session,  would  have  tne  full  opinionol    I 
the  community  before  theni,  which  would  be  the    I 
best  ground  upon  which  to  form  an  opinion  upon  I 
the  expediency  of  tbe  measure.  I 

Mr.  P.  said,  be  had  another  reason,  which  was 
local,  for  wishing  this  postponement,  In  the  part  | 
of  the  country  from  wnicb  he  came,  the  manner 
of  carrying  on  the  intercourse  between  the  wa-  ' 
— .:je  andplantiog  interest  is  different  from  whtt 
in  the  Northern  and  Middle  States.  Then 
irith  us.  said  he,  no  wholesale  merchsnis; 
they  are  all  retail  ss  well  as  wholesale,  and  tli« 
planters  purchase  what  they  want  of  them,  and 
pay  them  in  their  crops  when  they  come  dom. 
So  the  connexion  there  between  the  mercbacit 
and  planter  is  more  intimate  than  in  other  patls 
of  toe  Union.  The  merchants  have  to  depend 
upon  the  returns  oi  the  planter ;  and  in  esse  of 
had  crops,  from  a  disappointment  in  returns,  the 
merchants  might  be  unable  to  make  good  their 
engagements ;  and  if  [bis  act  were,  therefore.  lo 
go  into  immediate  operntiou,  it  might  subject  then 
to  bankruptcy  before  they  bad  time  to  goaid 
against  its  operation.  For  these  reasons,  he  pro- 
posed a  section  to  tbe  following  effect : 

"Thatthia  Uw  shall  ba  i^  oo  fbn»  or  cflecl  Bnli>  Hm 
1st  of  March,  1 800 1  and  nothing  heron  ccnuined  iball 
defeat  or  invalidats  anj  mortgage,  judgment,  rccognl- 
I,  dee. ,  whereby  any  proper^  waa  bound  pntiou 
e  titna  when  the  operatiMi  of  ttiia  law  riisU  ten- 


Mr.  NicHat.AS  could  inform  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  that  if  he  thought  the  oppoiilion 
to  this  bill  was  withdrawn,  because  no  objeciian 
had  been  made  to  the  details  of  it,  he  was  mis- 
taken. It  appeared  strange,  that  though  that  gen- 
tleman seemed  to  think  the  provisions  ofitais  bill 
incompatible  with  the  general  siiuaiion  of  the 
Southern  country,  that  be  is  willing  to  pssi  the 
law.  For  though  it  should  not  go  into  operation 
until  the  time  which  he  proposed,  and  though  tbe 
next  House  of  Representatives  should  be  wholly 
averse  to  it,  it  would  still  go  into  operation.  To 
obtain  his  object,  the  hill  ought  to  be  postponed 
till  tbe  next  session ;  though  he  thought  what  the 
gentleman  had  slated  to  be  the  situation  of  bi) 

Crt  of  the  country,  was  a  fatal  objection  to  tbe 
w  itself.  Mr.  N.  did  not  think  this  a  proper 
way  to  legislate.  If  there  is  any  doubt  about  the 
propriety  of  the  law,  it  ought  to  be  postponed,  in 
order  to  give  further  time  for  consideration.  To 
pass  the  Taw  in  the  way  proposed  would  be  trsm- 
mellinff  a  future  Legislature.  He  hoped  tbe  Uw 
would  oe  passed,  as  all  other  laws  are  passed,  ot 
postponed. 
Kb.  Bayard  called  for  a  dirbion  of  the  questioD. 
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Tbe  Gni  part  of  which  being  now  nnder  con- 
lideiaiioD. 

Mr.  PiRCKNGT  repealed  his  opiaioo,  that  if  the 
liw  ms  passed  in  this  way,  it  woald  draw  the 
aticDiioR  of  the  pablic  to  i<  j  that  it  would  prore 
I  wbeKioDC  to  their  ingenuity  to  find  out  its  de- 
fects, in  order  to  induce  the  next  Legislature  to 
repeal  iu  If  this  was  not  done,  he  doabted  whe- 
(her  the  lime  would  erer  arrive  when  we  shall 
hare  a  bankrupt  law ;  for  it  had  been  teen  hdw 
little  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  subjecl  here- 
tofore. In  his  onioion,  it  is  the  duty  of  ine  Legis- 
lature to  pass  a  law  of  this  kind  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. It  is  an  ioinnction  ofihe  Constitution  to  do 
10.  It  appeared  (o  him  necessary,  becatise  a  great 
tfil  exists,  to  which  it  would  be  a  remedy.  At 
present,  many  fraudnleat  debtors  cheat  their  cre- 
litais  with  impunity,  and  many  unfortunate  but 
hpoest  debtors  are  grierously  oppressed.  He 
could  coQceire  no  measure  more  desirable  than  a 
law  which  shall  prevent  the  hopes  of  an  unfortu- 
nate but  iair  trader  from  being  forever  blasted,  be- 
cause the  hand  of  misfortune  had  reached  him ; 
which  should  restore  him  to  society,  and  enable 
Mm  igiin  to  provide  for  himself,  and  perhaps  a 
large  fiiaily.  Besides,  be  knew  nothing  more  de- 
slmclive  of  the  morals  of  the  people  than  the 
pitseni  mode  of  taking  advantage  of  the  laws  for 
the  relief  of  debtors,  fi  was  to  prevent  these  abases 
ni  to  provide  the  remedy  he  had  mentioned,  that 
be  wished  the  bankrupt  law  to  pass. 

A)  10  the  sitiiation  of  the  country  from  whence 
he  came  beiae  a  fatal  objection  to  the  bill,  be  did 
Dottbiakso;'l>ecause  he  believed  that  if  the  time 
which  be  proposed  was  allowed  before  the  law 
lakei  efleci,  such  arrangements  would  be  made  as 
to  enable  the  people  to  meet  it. 

Mr.  BtTARD  was  ia  favor  of  the  principle  of  tb< 
■meDdmeoi,  but  thought  the  time  to  which  it  wa: 
proposed  to  be  postponed  loo  distant.  He  thought 
the  gentleman  migot  inform  his  constituents  suf- 
GcicDtly  in  six  months;  for  it  had  alreadv  been 
wen  that  if  too  much  time  is  allowed,  a  snoject  is 
not  eoosidered  at  all.  He  therefore  moved  to 
■Irike  out  the  1st  of  March,  1800,  for  the  purpose 
of  inserting  the  1st  day  of  November  next 

The  Spbakeb  suggested  the  propriety  of  lear- 
ia^  tbe  time  blank,  which  might  be  filled  after  the 
ptiDciple  was  agreed  to.     Coosented  to  by   the 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  most  distant 
daf.and  negatived,  there  being  only  twenty-three 
voles  for  it.  The  1st  of  November  was  then  pro- 
posed, and  carried— 42  to  37. 

The  qaeatioa  was  now  upon  the  amendment  as 
anended. 

1^.  Batard  said,  there  was  nothing  unostial  in 
(hi)  provision ;  a  similar  one  was  made  in  the 
■tamp  act ;  and  he  thought  it  proper  that  the  law 
sboBlit  be  published  for  some  time  before  it  goes 
into  efiect,  that  the  people  may  be  thoroughly  ac- 
qnainted  with  it. 

Mt.  Cbaik  said,  this  appeared  to  him  a  very 
important  nuestion ;  he  could  not  help  thinking 
that  it  would  open  a  door  to  fraud  on  one  sid^ 
— ''  '  n  on  tbe  other,  he  thenfoie  wished 


Wednesdat,  January  9. 

AMOXTNT  OF  STAMP  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  the  following  resoln- 

Retohed,  That  the  Commitlae  of  Ways  and  Meuia 
be  instrneted  to  inqain  the  nett  annual  amount  of  the 
dniies  on  stamps,  dec,  and  what  would  bs  *  piopar 
ion  mr  the  allowaaoe  to  Snparviaors  and  In- 
■pectora  far  their  aaivioas,  in  pnpaiinc  and  distribnt- 
ing  stamps. 

The  resolntioa  was  agreed  to. 

DIRECT  TAI  LAW. 

Mr.  Craik  said,  he  had  received  information 
from  the  first  Commissioner  in  tbe  State  of  Mary- 
land, of  imperfections  in  the  act  laying  a  direct 
tax  on  hooses,  &c. ;  he  knew  the  zeal  and  atten- 
tion of  that  gentleman  to  be  such  that,  unless  it 
actually  existed,  he  would  not  have  complained. 
In  one  of  the  districts  he  had  made  an  appoint- 
ment three  times  of  assessors,  and  had  not  been 
able  to  obtain  any,  owing  lothe  low n ess  of  salary, 
and  short  notice  of  thirty  days.  He  moved  a  reso- 
lution ibat  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana 
b«  instructed  to  inquire  if  any  and  what  altera- 
tions may  be  necessary  in  that  act,  and  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise.    Carried. 

UNIFORM  BANKRUPTCY. 

The  House  took  up  this  bill,  and  agreed  to  the 
first  resolution,  proposed  by  Mr.  Piuckhet  yestei^ 
day,  to  suspend  its  operation  to  the  first  of  No- 
vember.    Ayes  43,  noes  37. 

The  other  part  of  the  resolution  was  then  taken 
ap;  it  provides  thai  this  law  shall  not  annul  any 
mortgage,  jndgmeot,  statute,  attachment,  or  rect^ 
□izBQce,  on  any  estate  or  property  entered  pre- 
vious to  the  act  passing. 

Mr.  BAYAnn  observed  that,  with  respect  to  a 
mortgage,  tbe  resolution  was  not  necessary,  be- 
cause it  could  not  affect  it ;  and  with  respect  to  a 
judgment,  recognizance,  &e.,  it  was  improper,  be- 
cause it  was  in  the  power  of  every  one  to  clear 
them  away  befoie  November.  But  when  neglect 
should  be  made  by  the  party,  he  hoped  the  law 
would  not  give  a  preference  to  creditors  of  any 
certain  description,  fur  one  sreat  object  of  a  bank- 
rupt system  was  lo  treat  2l  creditors  alike^  but 
this  would  be  a  departure  from  that  object  in  favor 
of  certain  species  of  debt.  But  another  and  a 
great  objection  to  the  motion  was,  that  it  would 
give  room  for  a  number  of  frauds,  to  the  injury  of 
other  creditors.  On  which  account  he  hoped  the 
motion  would  not  prevail. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  8.  Smitb  against 
tbe  motion,  it  was  negatived — ayes  only  four- 
Mr.  Haspik  moved  to  the  effect  that  no  man 
should  be  entitled  to  a  statnte  of  bankruptcy,  ao- 
less  his  debts  should  amouitt  to  five  thousand  dol- 
lara. 
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Mr.  OoRDON  spoke  of  the  impropriety  of  ihii 
tnoiiOD,  and  the  iojury  it  would  subject  a  mau  to, 
if  a  Dumber  of  persons  should  apply  for  the  com- 
mission Bgaiosi  a  man  aad  his  debts  should  not 
amount  to  that  sum;  it  would  thus  expose  hitu  and 
injure  his  credit,  and  suspend  his  business,  with- 
out producing  any^ood  effect,  If  it  was  made 
neensanr  that  creditors  to  that  amount  should 
agree  before  the  debtor  be  entitled  to  tike  benefits 
ke  would  not  objec^ 
The  motion  was  lost — ayes  33,  noea  39. 
Mr.  Bavabd  moved  lo  insert  a  provision,  agree- 
ably to  former  acts,  that  all  demands  by  the  Uui- 
Md  States  ^ould  be  first  tatisSed  out  of  the  estate 
of  a  bankrupt.  The  whole  comrauoity  were  in- 
terested, he  said,  and  ought,  therefore,  be  iboughl, 
lo  have  the  preference.     Carried. 

Id  a  section  it  had  been  specified,  that  no  one 
creditor  should  be  able  to  take  out  the  statute 
against  a  debtor,  except  for  two  hundred  dollars, 
or  if  two,  three,  or  five  hundred  dollars. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sewall,  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  alter 
these  sums.  The  committee  sat,  and  tigreed  to 
replace  them  with  one  thousand,  fifteen  hundred, 
ftnd  two  thousand  dollars ;  to  which  the  House 
agreed,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  on  Friday — ayes  48, 

Mr.  W.  Ci^iBOBNE  taid,  as  this  was  a  very 
important  bill,  and  odb  on  which  much  interest 
depended,  be  would  move  that  the  House  be  called 
at  13  o'clock  on  Friday.  Ayes  40,  noes  39 ;  the 
Speaker  declaring  in  the  negative,  it  was  lost. 
INTERCOURSE  WITH  FRANCE. 
Mr.  Otis  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill 
lo  prevent  commercial  intercourse  with  France. 
Mr.  Gallatin  said,  he  did  not  suspect  that  the 
bill  would  have  been  called  up,  until  the  commu- 
nicatioDs  from  the  President  had  arrived  on  that 
head.  When  he  laid  a  motion  on  the  table  yes- 
terday to  call  for  that  information,  the  House  were 
infoirned  that  it  might  soon  be  expected,  in  cou- 
tequence  of  which  be  bad  not  this  dav  called  up 
the  resolution.  He  did  not  think  this  billough  t  to^ 
called  up  until  the  House  received  every  mforma- 
tion  they  could  get  relative  to  our  situation  with 
France.  Twenly-eight  members  only  rising  in  the 
affirmative,  it  was  not  taken  up. 
ireUBPATION  OF  EXECUTIVB  AUTHORITY. 
The  House  went  into  committee,  Mi.  Dekt  in 
the  Chair,  on  the  bill  for  punishing  certain  crimes 
against  the  "United  Stales.  It  was  read  as  fol- 
lows: 


dent  or  aUding  within  the  Unilsd  StAtM,  or  in  any 
fbrei^  coontrj,  ■hsU,  withaal  the  jwrmission  or  lu- 
thority  of  the  OingmmBnt  of  the  Unitad  Stales,  direct- 
ly or  indirecllj,  eonunence  or  onj  on  anj  verbal  or 
written  conespondence  or  intercoone  with  any  foreign 
Ooremmeut,  oi  an  j  officer  or  agent  thereof  relating  to 
any  dkpute  or  contrmarsj  between  any  foreign  Gor- 
•niment  and  die  Untied  StateSj  with  an  intent  to  infle- 
oiee  the  inewares  or  conduct  of  the  OoTemment  hav- 
ing diipnte*  orcontroversiet  with  the  United  Stale*,  m 


if  any  poison,  being  a  citiuD  of;  oi  im- 
denl  within,  the  United  Statea,  and  not  duty  inlbot. 
iied,  shall  couuel,  adiiee,  aid  or  aanit,  in  aaj  nA 
coireipondeDce,  with  intent  ea  aforaeaid,  he  oi  ibqr 
shall  be  deemed  guil^ of  ahighmisdemeanarj  uid.in 
conviction  before  an;  court  of  the  United  States  hiiiDg 
juiisdiction  tbenof,  ■ball  be  puniibed  bf  a  fine  noI  a- 

ceeding thooiand  dollars,  and  by  impiiaoDQieiil 

during  a  term  not  lees  than monthi,  nor  sicMd> 

ing years." 

Ml.  Bayabo  proposed  to  fill  the  first  blaok  with 
five,  the  second  with  six,  and  the  third  with  three. 

Mr.  Sewall  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
words  "  Ooremment  of  the  United  States,"  in  the 
sixth  line,  are  too  uncertain  an  expression,  where 
a  crime  is  defined.  The  Qovernment,  said  Mr. 
S.,  consists  of  the  Legislative  as  well  an  the  Ex- 
ecutive Department,  and  he  did  not  know  whe- 
ther the  bill,  as  it  now  stands,  might  not  even  go  to 
prevent  the  Executive  from  employing  any  fm^ 
eign  Minister^  as  a  person  so  employed  could  not 
be  strictly  said  to  be  employea  by  the  Goveto- 
ment.  Besides,  there  might  cases  arise  in  which 
the  President  would  wish  to  employ  an  agent 
abroad,  without  consnlting  the  Senate,  which,  by 
the  present  hill,  he  would  be  excluded  from  doing. 
;  Mr.  S.,  therefore,  proposed  to  strike  out  the  woru 
"  shall,  without  tne  permission  or  authority  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  Stateii,''  and  to  insert 
in  their  place,  "  not  being  empowered  or  employed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  other 
lawful  authority." 

Mr.  NiCBOLAB  submitted  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  how  far  such  a  provision  woeld 
accord  with  the  Constitution,  which  declates  that 
all  foieign  Ministers  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
I  President,  with  the  concurrence  ofthe  Senate.  I 
I  do  not  think,  said  Mr.  N.,lltat  it  is  more  in  the 
President's  power  alone  to  send  abroad  ageats  of 
this  kind,  than  it  is  in  mine.  He  thought  the  b^ 
would  be  much  more  exceptionable  with  ibis 
amendment,  than  as  it  now  stands. 

Mr.  Sewall  did  not  believe  that  all  agents  em- 
ployed by  the  President  abroad  would  come  with- 
in the  description  of  foreign  Ministers  menlioaed 
in  the  Constitution  ;  but  though  such  agents,  not 
being  Ministers,  could  not  conclude  a  treaty,  yet 
they  might  influence  the  measures  of  a  foreign 
Government,  and  such  persons,  acting  under  the 
authority  of  the  President,  or  other  lawful  au- 
<  thoritv.  ought  not  to  be  subject  to  the  penalties  of 
I  this  hill.  As  the  bill  at  present  stands,  the  PiM- 
dent  himself  would  scarcely  be  at  liberty  to  write 
1  a  letter  to  a  foreign  Minister  on  thesubject  of  any 
j  existing  disputes  between  the  two  Governments. 
Besides,  said  Mr.  S.,  there  are  cases  in  which  the 
President  alone  it  authorized  by  the  Constitution 
to  send  Ministers  abroad.  For  instance,  he  may 
do  it  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  or  he  might  em- 
ploy a  Consul  resident  in  a  foreign  cuiulry,  to 
corresfKind  with  a  foreign  Minister  on  any  subject 
of  dispute  between  the  two  Qovernmenti. 

Mr.  Gallatih  said,  if  he  undentuod  the  object 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massac buseila,  it  was  to 
enable  the  Preeident,  or  other  lawful  authority.  U 
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■ot  under  the  autboritjr  oi  ifie  GkirerameDC,  ac' 
eording  to  the  tenor  of  this  bill,  but  under  the  pri- 
me anthoriiy  of  the  Ptesideut  of  the  Umied 
States,  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  aof  other  officei 
of  the  Ooreniment  Tbia  would  be  girioK  Mne- 
tkM  to  a  new  priaciple  in  thii  country.  He  con- 
eetred  that  all  the  oegotiations  caiiied  oo  between 
the  UDited  States  and  forei^a  couniriea  oufht  to 
be  by  means  of  public  Minutet^  in  the  manner 
provided  by  the  Constitntion.  If  ibere  are  any 
cases,  allowed  by  the  Conttituiioii.  id  wbich  the 
President  may  authorize  a  Miniiier,  without  the 
coacarTCDce  of  the  Senate  he  will,  in  doios  so, 
Ki  nader  the  anthoriiy  of  tne  Oovemmeot  of  the 
Dbited  Stales,  and  come  within  the  tenor  of  this 
bitL  Bat  he  did  not  think  it  woald  be  proper  to 
iatrodnce  a  principle  that  the  President  or  il 
Seeretary  of  State,  at  their  {deosore,  shall  hare 
power  to  carry  on  a  private  or  other  correspond- 
enee  with  any  foreign  Qorernment,  through  any 
medium,  except  such  as  ii  pointed  out  by  the 
Constitution.  To  allow  of  this,  be  was  of  opinion, 
wonld  open  a  door  to  infinitely  greater  dangei 
than  thai  proposed  to  be  guarded  againsi  by  thii 
bili  8aeh  acorretpoodence  might  notonlyhaTe 
relation  to  existing  disputes  between  Ibis  conotry 
and  anotber,  bat  also  to  foinre  political  connex- 
ions. Such  a  eorrespandeace  would  form  no  part 
of  the  papers  to  be  foand  in  the  office  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State ;  it  would  be  the  correspondence 
of  the  man,  and  not  of  the  officer;  it  would  not 
therefore,  remaio  in  tbe  office  after  he  left  it,  and 
a  future  President  or  Secretary  of  Slate  could  not 
■CI  upon  it.  If  this  amendment,  therefore,  was 
agreed  to,  this  would  not  only  be  a  hill  to  punish 
crimes,  (sacb  as  they  are.)  but  to  inirodnce  a  prin- 
ciple itever  yet  allowed  in  this  country. 

Mr.  SawALL  said,  if  the  words  '^  or  other  lawful 
anihoriiy,"  were  objected  to,  be  should  hare  no 
objection  to  dispense  with  them.  If  such  an  agent 
m  emptored.  it  must  be  by  the  President  or  by 
law.  The  Secretary  of  State  would  have  no 
power  to  employ  agents  of  this  Idad.  As  the  law 
uw  stands,  any  indiridual  may  employ  himself 
ia  this  boslnesB.  He  wished,  in  future,  unauthor- 
ized indiridiials  might  be  restraiaed  in  this  re- 
n»eet.  but  he  wished  the  President  of  the  United 
Siai^  to  be  left  at  perfect  liberi;  to  do  do  what 
he  saw  proper  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  Batard  did  not  tbint  this  amendment  ne- 
cessary. The  geaileman  from  Massachusetts  ob- 
jects to  the  term  "  GoTernment,"  because,  he  says, 
it  embraces  the  Legislalire  as  well  as  the  Execu- 
tive authority ;  bat  tbe  word  "  QoT-etnment  "  is 
bete  to  be  nudentood  according  to  the  subject- 
lutter.  Any  Legislatire  act  done  under  the  Qov- 
emment,  most  1^  considered  as  an  act  of  the  Oov- 
emment.  Even  a  Marshal  of  the  Government, 
when  he  does  an  act,  does  it  under  the  Govern- 
ment. The  word  GovemmealmeaDsherrlawfulan- 
ihority.  Suppose  a  law  were  to  be  passed,  author- 
ihizing  (he  President  to  appoint  a  Minister  abroad, 
ihe  KKnister  woold  then  iw  appointed  by  Gorem- 
'  mat,  according  to  the  gentlemaa's  own  doctrine, 
ieexax  tbe  Z<egisl«tare  would  have  concurred  in 


the  appointment  ButMr.B.  wished  to 
tber  it  made  any  difierence  whether  tl 


to  know  whe- 
....  ,    -  -  -  'be  President 

derived  his  power  to  appoint  a  Minister  from  the 
ConstiiutioQ,  or  from  a  law  7  Certainly  not ; 
since  the  Constitution  is  tbe  supreme  law  of  the 
land.  He  therefore  hoped  the  amendment  would 
be  negatived. 
The  question  was  put  and  negatived. 
Hr.  Dawhor  said  be  was  not  in  the  Home 
when  the  House  first  took  up  the  subject,  or  he 
should  have  opposed  ii  atlt^ther.  He  wonM 
now  propose  an  additional  section  to  the  bill. 

"Btit  tnaeitd,  4«i  That  neitber  the  I^eaidsDt,  dm 
any  ottMroAcar  of  the  United  Stats*,  ihaD  employ  any 
person,  except  those  BppCMit«d  iwdsr  tbs  Coostitntka), 
to  carryon,  airsedyormdnactly.Bny  eoiTasp«ndancs  or 
interconrse  with  any  foreign  OovemiDenl,  «r  any  oActt 
01  agent  tbenoL" 

Mr.  Nicholas  thought  this  amendment  perfect- 
ly in  the  spirit  of  the  hill ;  but,  as  he  was  againot 
tne  bill,  he  should  also  be  against  tbe  amendmenL 
Mr,  Dattom  ^the  Speaker)  was  also  desirous 
of  negativing  this  proposition;  but,  in  the  mean- 
time, lie  wished  to  make  it  as  perfect  as  possible. 
He  would,  therefore,  move  to  amend  it  by  adding 
to  it  the  words,  "or  Vice  President,"  after  the 
word  "  President."  He  could  not  conceive  the 
reason  why  the  mover  bad  omitted  this  officer  in 
particular. 
Mr.  Dawbon  consented  to  the  addition, 
Mr.  PmoKNET  did  not  think  it  nceesary  to  speak 
Id  the  merits  of  thearaendment,butbarely  to  state 
that  it  would  be  useless.  All  power  with  respect 
to  negotiations  with  foreign  GoTemmenis,  is 
placedin  tbe  hands  of  the  Executive  by  the  Con- 
stituiion,  and  no  act  of  Congress  can  alter  the 
Constitution.  If  the  President  negotiates  consist- 
ently with  the  Constitution,  he  acts  under  tbe  Con- 
stitution, and  tbe  act  is  an  act  of  the  Qovemment. 
If  be  has  not  the  power  of  making  use  of  agents 
under  the  Constitution,  this  act  will  not  give  it  lo 
him.  This  House  can  neither  give  nor  takeaway 
power  on  this  subject. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived;  there  be- 
inz  only  6  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  Oallatih  said,  when  the  proposition  upon 
which  this  bill  was  funded  was  before  the 
he  objected  to  its  generality  in  respect  to 
(he  correspondence  to  be  carried  on.  The  objec- 
tion he  made  waa^  that  it  would  include  the  cor- 
respondence and  intercourse  of  individuals  in  re- 
lation to  their  private  concerns.  All  cases  where 
a  change  of  the  measures  of  Government  was  at- 
tempted, tbongh  it  were  done  merely  by  an  individ- 
ual to  secure  his  private  rights,  would  come  within 
the  meaning  of  this  bill.  Thus,  it  an  individual, 
whose  vessel  is  taken  by  the  French  should,  after 
his  vessel  is  carried  into  one  of  (heir  ports,  remon* 
sirate  or  enter  into  a  correspondence  with  any  of 
the  agents  of  (hat  Goverament,  he  must  do  i(  in 
such  a  manner  as  that  his  ar^men(s  shall  not  in- 
volve any  of  the  general  principles  in  dispute  be- 
tween the  two  Cfovemments ;  because,  iTie  mo- 
ment he  does  this,  he  falls  within  the  penalties  of 
the  bill.  Now  it  appeared  extremely  difficult,  Mr.- 
Q.  said,  that  an  inaividual,  who  Is  not  mly  pcr- 
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haps  coDceroedforhiiDaelf,  but  an  agent  for  others, 
should  be  able  to  make  any  effectual  application 
to  tbe  Freuch  GoTernmeui,  without  taliiDe  iuio 
coiisi deration,  in  same  respect,  the  principles  of 
dispute  between  tbe  two  GoTernmeuts.    It  ap- 

Kan,  therefore,  that  if  this  bill  is  passed  into  a 
w,  a  provisiori  should  be  inserted  to  exclude 
cases  of  this  kiud  from  the  act  He  had  not  him- 
self prepared  such  a  provision ;  it  would  take  some 
time  to  da  it.    He  wished,  however,  tbe  gentle- 


pose  Buch  a  proTisiou, 
indiriJuals  do  not  copie  with) 
the  bill.    "'  ■    ■ 


operation  of 
should  himself  prepare  sucb 


Mr.  Ot18  did  not  see  tbe  least 

provision  of  this  kind.  Ertrj  owner 
maoder  of  a  vessel  is  authorized  by  the  law  of 
nations  to  make  application  for  tbe  release  of  his 
own  property  in  any  case  of  unlawful  capture. 
This  IS  a  right  which  the  OoTernment  of  the 
United  States  conld  not  deprive  them  of,  and  in- 
stead of  acting  contrary  to  the  authority  of  Gov- 
ernment,  in  applying  for  redress^  sucb  an  applica- 
tion would  be  under  their  sanctioD.     Tbe  words. 


foreign  Government."  must  relate  to  general  pub- 
lic measures,  not  to  tlie  concerns  of  any  iodiridual. 
This  objection,  he  apprehended,  was  made  with  a 
Tiew  of  casliog  a  snade  over  the  bill,  more  than 
for  any  reaJ  intention  of  improving  it.  If,  how- 
eTei.ine  gentleman  could  propose  any  clause  ol 
this  kind  which  would  not  interfere  with  the  spi- 
rit of  the  bill,  he  should  have  no  objection  to  vote 
for  it.  Mr.  O.  said,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  ii 
would  be  necessary  to  introduce  an  amendment 
into  the  bill,  after  the  words  "foreign  Govern' 
ment,"  viz ;  "  being  at  peace  with  the  United 
States ,"  because  if  the  correspondence  was  with 
a  nation  with  whom  we  are  at  war,  the  offence 
might  araoimt  to  treason,  by  adhering  to  tbe 
mies  of  the  United  States.  And  this  law  being 
■ubsequent  to  that  which  defines  the  punbhme  ' 
for  treason,  mi^ht  be  considered  as  a  repeal  of 
He,  therefore,  moved  this  amendment. 

Mr.  PmcENE?  believed,  if  the  genlieman  would 
recollect  that  treason  was  a  Constitutional  crime, 
and  that  nothinx  which  Congress  might  do  could 
alter  it,  he  would  see  there  would  be  no  occasion 
for  his  amoidment. 

Mr.  Nioaoi^a  believed  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  was  for  extending  this  law  too  far, 
for  the  purposes  intended.  The  endeavors  of  an 
individual  to  procure  peace  for  a  nation,  could 
surely  never  be  construed  into  treason.  The  gen- 
tleman should  extend  his  views  a  little  further  i 
the  time  may  arrive  when  it  may  be  found  neces- 
sary to  force  a  peace  upon  tbe  Executive. 

Mr.  Otis  explained. 

Mr.  GoanoN  did  not  think  this  amendment 
necessary.  He  did  not  like  it  because  it  seems 
strongly  to  imply,  that  though  this  correspondence 
may  not  be  earned  on  in  time  of  peace,  it  may  be 
carried  on  in  time  of  war,  though  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  this  bill  to  restrict  improper  correspond- 
ence at  all  times,  both  of  peace  and  of  war.  With 


respect  to  this  law  having  the  effect  to  repeal  the 

Cunishment  for  treason,  it  cannot  be,  since  both 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  Eooi.Ea'roH  being  unwilling  to  punish  aay 
act  as  criminal  which  he  deemed  innocent,  moved 
to  strike  out  after  the  words  ■'  United  States," 
"  as  aforesaid,"  and  to  insert  in  their  place  the 
following  words,  "  so  as  to  prevent  or  impede  the 
amicable  adjusuuent  of  said  disputes  or  contro- 

Mr.,  BtTABn  s^id,  if  this  amendment  was 
idopted,  the  intent  of  the  bill  would  be  defeated. 
What  sort  of  evidence  could  be  made  use  of,  to 
[H'ove  the  good  disposition  of  the  person  charged 
with  an  interference  of  this  kind  7  If  this  amend- 
ment were  to  pass,  a  person  might  carry  on  any 
irrespondence  whatever,  and  no  punishment 
.juld  be  inflicted  upon  mm,  unless  a  bad  inten- 
tion was  proved.  The  object  of  this  Jaw  is  to 
prevent  these  private  interferences  altogether, 
since  the  Constitution  has  placed  tbe  power  ot 
negotiation  in  tbe  hands  of  the  Executive  only. 
An  iudivdual  may  do  good,  but  he  may  also  aa 
eril ;  and  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  any  private 
person  has  ntore  wisdom,  or  a  greater  denire  to 
serve  bis  country  than  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  N1CH0L.AB  said,  if  his  colleague  would  vary 
his  amendment,  by  ioseriing  the  words  "with  in- 
tention to  defeat"  instead  01  "so  as  to  prevent,"  it 
would  do  away  at  least  one  of  the  objections  ol 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware. 

Mr.  EooLfiSTON  consented.  He  said  the  gen- 
tleman from  Delaware  himself  had  allowed  ihai 
an  individual  might  do  good ;  and  as  it  was  con- 
trarj'  to  his  sentiments  that  any  man  should  Ik 
punished  for  doing  good,  be  had  proposed  the 
amendment.  He  thought  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware,  having  also  made  this  confession,  oughi 
to  vote  in  favor  of  it. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived — 51  to  33 

Mr.  JosiiH  Pakkes  believed  the  bill  ought  U 
pass,  and  he  wished  to  make  it  v  effectual  as  pos- 
sible, he  proposed  therefore  to  insert  the  word: 
"  or  defeat,"  after  the  words,  "  with  an  intent  tc 
influence."  Afler  the  question  was  slated,  Mr.  P 
believed  it  would  be  necessary  to  strike  out  wha 
follows  tbe  word  "measures"  to  the  words  "* 
aforesaid." 

Mr.  GsiBWOLD  said,  this  amendment  would  de 
feat  the  object  of  the  bill,  which  was  to  preyeni 
as  had  already  been  staled,  all  interference  of  indi 
viduals  with  our  disputes ;  but  if  it  be  allowei 
that  a.  person  may  go  to  a  CNtain  extent  iu  bi: 
interference,  no  line  can  be  drawn,  because  whe 
ther  what  he  did  was  with  a  good  or  bad  inten 
tion,  would  be  matter  of  controvemy. 

Mr.  Datton  thought  the  amendment  a  goM 
one,  if  the  words  were  inserted  after  tbe  wore 
*'  influence,"  without  striking  out  any  words. 

Mr.  J.  Pabkbk  consented  to  the  change. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  the  gentleman  irom  Vir 
ginia  was  very  compliant  in  changing  his  matioi 
to  anything  which  any  genlieman  imght  propose 
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tfaougfa  it  chmnced  tl 
seemed  peifectlT  willing  tc 


«  of  it  altogether.  He 
— _  -J  hare  a  qaestioD  taken 
,  D  any  ihape.     He  was  bimseir  in  favor  of 

his  first  motion,  but  he  couli]  aot  coDsant  to  rote 
for  it,  iM>w  he  bad  altogelher  reversed  it. 

Blr.  J.  P^BKXR  wished  (o  make  the  bill  as  com- 
pleM  ai  powble,  and  to  put  ererf  check  upon 
ladividnal  interfeience  with  foreign  negotiation 
which  the  GoTentEoeDt  had  it  in  iu  power  to  do. 

The  qneation  wmi  pat  and  earried--48  to  30. 

Mr.  Dattom  wished  to  strike  out  these  words, 
"relating  to  any  dispote  or  controreray  between 
any  foreign  OoreniiDeDt  and  the  United  States," 
and  the  word  "haring"  in  the  line  followiD^,  and 
the  word*  "  as  aforesaid,"  and  to  insert  m  the 

Slace  of  the  word,  ''having,"  "in  relation  to  any." 
Ir.  D.  said  he  made  thcK  amendments  on  two 
Sands.  First,  these  words  migbt  by  some  be 
med  liable  to  the  objection  which  had  been 
made  to  them,  of  extending  to  the  private  correa- 
pondcBce  of  captains  or  owners  of  vessels,  in  their 
applications  for  the  restoration  of  their  vessels  and 
cargoes,  or  of  merchants  for  the  payment  of  their 
debta.  la  the  nest  place,  there  may  be  instances 
of  person*  carrying  on  a  correspondence  with  a 
foreign  OuvemmeDt,  without  saying  anything  rela- 
tive to  any  dispute  which  may  exist  l>elweeD  the 
two  Gorernments,  and  yet  influence  the  conduct 
of  the  forei^  Government  towards  us.  He  mi,;hi 
report,  for  mstanee,  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  divided  among  themselve? ;  that  they 
are  disarmed  or  disorganized.  He  might  al^o 
point  oat  the  weak  places  of  approach,  in  case  uf 
a  projected  invasion.  He  might  do  all  this  with- 
out coming  tinder  this  act.  For  these  two  rea- 
sons, be  proposed  these  amendments. 
The  question  was  put  and  carried. 
Mr.  Otis  wished  an  amendment  at  the  end  of 
the  bill.  By  an  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  it  is  declared, 
"  that  if  any  person  shall  levy  war  against  the 
United  States,  or  give  aid  and  comfort  to  iheit 
enemi^  he  shall  De  adjudged  ^ilty  of  tre 
and  sofier  death."  This  act  provides  that  persons 
may  adhere  to  the  enemies  of  the  United  Slates, 
for  which  they  are  to  suffer  only  fine  and  impris- 
oomenL  Now,  if  a  man  be  hong  under  the  first 
law,  it  ii  certain  that  he  cannot  be  fined  and  im- 
prisoned uoder  the  second ;  and  this  act  being 
pMteriar  to  the  act  for  the  punbhment  of  treason, 
might  be  considered  as  a  repeal  of  that  law,  as  he 
had  before  slated.  He,  therefore,  proposed  the  fol- 
lowing proviso : 

"  PmBtded,  That  nothing  herein  conlainad  shsU  b« 
omutraed  to  prevsnt  ths  pODiihnieDt  of  traaaon,  aocord- 
iiks  to  the  eiulini:  laws  of  the  United  Btalcs." 

Mr-  Batabd  read  the  Consiiluiiooal  clause  re- 
specting treason,  to  show  that  this  amendment 
was  not  only  unnecessary,  bat  abaard  and  nugatory. 
Mr.  Otis  was  sorry  his  amendment  appeared 
absurd  and  nugatory  lo  his  friend  from  Delaware; 
bni  he  wonld  mention  «  case  in  which  a  person 
might  be  guilty  of  treason  under  this  act.  If,  in 
the  event  of  an  open  war  between  this  and  an- 
other coaDtry,  a   person  were,  by  letter  or  othtr- 


the  gentleman,  as  a  lawyer,  can  say  no,  it  would 

I  answer  lo  his  objection. 

'.  Thatcher  thought  this  motion  wholly  un- 

necessary.    His  colleague  seemed   to   have  two 

subjects  of  concern  on  his  mind.    One  was,  that 

when  a  man  was  kung  for  treason,  he  could  not 

be  punished  by  this  law  ;  and  if  punbhed  by  this 

law,  he  could  not  be  kimg.    Now,  if  a  man  was 

hung,  he  thought  his  colTeague  oaght  to  be  sati*- 

fied ;  for  his  own  part,  he  should  be  perfectly  saiit- 

h1  to  see  such  a  man  fined  and  imprisoned. 

Mr.  Otis  did  not  know  whether  his  eollearue 

eanl  to  show  his  wit,  or  the  necessity  of  nis 

amendment ;  but  if  what  he  said  had  any  weight. 

it  went  to  show  that  a  man  might  be  prosecuted 

on  either  taw,  which  was  a  defect  he  wished  to 

The  question  was  pat  and  negatived,  there  be- 
iogonly  thirteen  votes  for  it. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  to<A 
up  and  concurred  in  the  amendments  which  had 
been  made  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  after 


Mr.  BaoLEBTON  renewed  his  amendment  lo  in- 
sert the  following  words;  "with  intent  to  defeat 
or  impede  the  amicable  adjustment  of  said  dis- 
putes or  controversies,"  and  called  the  yeas  and 
navs  upon  it,  which  were  agreed  to  be  taien. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborkb  meant  to  rote  for  the  pro- 
posed amendment.  He  thought  that  propriety 
appeared  on  the  face  of  it,  and  that  no  objection 
could  be  made  to  it  on  fair  reasoning.  In  every 
country,  the  laws  of  which  breathe  humanity  and 
justice,  the  intention  of  an  act  almost  always  con- 
stilntes  its  criminality  or  its  innocence.  Our  for- 
eign relations  ought  doubtless  to  be  managed  by 
the  Eiecutive  depBitmeot,  and  if  any  other 
character  attempts  to  interfere  in  this  busi- 
ness, his  interference  conld  certainly  have  no 
weight ;  bnl  if  chance  should  draw  a  citizen  of 
the  United  Stales  into  a  foreign  country  with  the 
Government  of  which  we  have  a  serious  dispiite, 
and  that  ciiizen  can  give  any  information  wnich 
shall  tend  to  the  setllement  of  our  dispute  amicB' 
bly,  and  by  that  menns  avert  a  war,  he  never  could 
consent  to  vote  for  an  act  which  would  punish 
such  a  man.  Let  not  gentlemen  say  there  is  dif- 
Gctilly  in  proving  the  good  intentions  of  an  indi- 
vidual in  thb  respect;  the  same  evidence  which 
would  prove  a  negotiation  to  eiist,  would  also 
probably  prove  its  object  He  hoped  riiis  amend- 
ment would,  therefore,  be  agreed  lo. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken — yeas  36, 
nays  61,  as  follows: 

Ysii— Abraham  Baldwin,  Thomu  Blonnt,  BtAert 
Brown,  Samnel  J.  Csball,  Thomas  Clsiborao,  William 
Charia  Cola  Claiborne,  Matthew  CUj,  John  Clopton, 
Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dawaon,  Josnih  EgfteMon, 
Lucas  Elmendort  Wiltlam  Findler,  Albert  Oallatin, 
JsmeaUillMiie,  Andrew  Oregg,  John  A.  Hanna, Car- 
ter B.  Hamsoo,  Janalhan  N.  Havens,  David  Hohues, 
Walm  Jones,  Matthew  Locks,  Nathaniel  Msoan,  Blair 
McCIena^Mn,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Tomn- 
son  J.  MtinDar,  Williani  Smith,  Ridiard  Sprigg,  Rkfa 
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H±i» — John  AJlen,  George  Bur.jr.,  Jamei  A.  Baj- 
mn),  Jonathan  Brvce,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock, 
Chiiitopher  G.  Chunplin,  John  Cha.piiuia,  James 
Coehian,  Willism  Craik,  Samuel  W.Dana,  John  Den- 
nis, George  Dent,  Williun  Edmood,  lliomaa  Evaiu, 
Abiel  Foster,  Dn>ight  Foater,  Jonathan  Fiecmui,  Na- 
thaniel Vieeman,  jr..  Hem;  Olen,  Cliauncej  Ooodrich, 
William  Gordon,  Roger  Griawold,  WilUam  B.  Oron, 
Bobert  Ooodla«  Harper,  Hezekiah  h.  Houner,  James 
H.  Imlaj,  John  Wilkes  Kitten,  Samnd  Ljmttn,  James 
Hseliir,  William  Mattbcwa,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Iwac 
lUrker,  Joiiah  Paiker,  Thomas  Pincknej,  John  Reed, 
John  Rutledge,  jr^  Junes  Schuieman,  Siuaael  Sewall, 
Thomas  Sinnickaon,  Nathaniel  Smith,  RicWd  Dobbe 
gpaight,  Peleg  Sprague,  George  Thatcher,  Richsid 
Thomaa,  Mark  ThoDuon,  Thomas'  Tillinghaat,  John 
E.  Van  Alen,  Feleg  Wadsworlh,  Robert  Wahi,  and 
John  Williams. 

Mr.  Oallatin  said,  he  would  now  iBove  a  pro- 
viso to  accomplish  the  object  which  he  btul  in 
Tiew,  of  preventing  the  operation  of  ihit  law  from 
rcftchioe  iodividuals  ia  their  endeavors  to  obtain 
justice  iiom  a  foreign  OovernoieDt.  It  was  to  tiht 
following  effect : 

■■  Prmided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contatned  shall 
be  oonstraed  U>  extend  to  anj  person  who  shall  apply 
to  anj  foreign  GoTemment,  or  to  any  officer  or  agent 
thereof  for  tlu  purpose  of  obtaining:  either  the  relMsc- 
ment  o!  American  seamen,  oi  fin'  the  reatoratJon  of  anj 
jaofitV/  belonging  to  dtiiens  of  the  United  States, 
and  captured,  sequestered,  oi  detainvd,  by  or  under  the 
authority  of  any  such  foreign  CEovenunent,  or  any  of 
its  officers  or  agents,  or  for  the  payment  of  any  debts 
dne  by  snch  Goremment  to  the  dtiiena  of  the  United 
States." 

Mr.  NiCB0t.AS  seconded  this  mDiLOD:,and  called 
for  the  Teas  and  nays  upon  it,  which  were  agreed 
to  be  titkeD. 

Hr.  Batahd  was  opposed  to  this  amendment. 
When  a  proviso  was  added  to  a  bill,  it  was  to  ex- 
cept something  from  the  operation  of  the  law, 
woich  would  otherwise  be  operated  b;  that  law; 
but  if  the  cases  are  not  included  in  the  general 
words  of  the  law,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  the  proviso 
is  noDsensical.  Now.  be  apprehended  the  cases  al- 
luded to  are  not  witain  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 
In  order  to  establish  a  crime  by  this  bill,  what  is 
to  be  proved  1  First,  that  there  are  divpuies  sub- 
sisting between  the  United  Stares  and  tbe  foreign 
nation  with  whom  tbe  correspoadeace  is  said  to 
have  taien  place ;  that  this  intercourse  has  really 
existed;  and  that  it  was  carried  on  with  a  view 
to  influence  the  measures  or  conduct  of  the  for- 
eign Governmeal  in  relation  to  any  disputes  or 
controversies  with  the  United  States ;  and,  unless 
all  these  fact*  are  proved,  the  crime  ia  not  made 
out  The  intention  must  be  proved  before  the  I 
crime  will  appear,  and  therefore  he  saw  no  need 
of  this  proviso. 

Mr.  nicBoLAs  was  astonished  that  after  gen- 
tlemen liad  positively  declared  that  tnis  law  was 
to  pteyeoi  all  intercourse  with  any  foreisu  Oov- 
ernment,  which  might  possibly  influence  tne  mea- 
sures of  that  Government,  with  respect  to  any  dis- 
putes which  we  may  have  with  it,  the  gentleman 


trom  Delaware  should  now  my  that  this  law  is 
confined  to  criminal  acts  only.  If  he  understood 
the  law,  it  meant  this,  that  if  an  individual  in- 
fiuences  a  foreign  Governmeot  in  any  reapetl 
whatever,  whether  the  effect  is  beneficial  or  oth- 
erwise to  this  country,  he  is  criminal.  Yet  tbe 
gentleman  from  Delaware  seems  lo  think  tiiat  ai 
individual  might  have  intercourse  with  h  for- 
eign Governm^t  on  any  of  the  objects  c<m> 
tamed  in  this  proviso,  though  they  may  all  be 
matters  in  dispute  between  the  forei^  Govern- 
ment  and  ours,  and  though,  in  pursumg  his  pri- 
vate claim,  or  the  claim  of  his  friends,  an  individ- 
ual might  chance  to  touch  on  disputes  or  coniro- 
versies  between  the  two  Governments.  Mr.  N. 
was  glad  to  hear  this  confession,  because  he  be- 
lieved gentlemen  would  be  convinced  (hat  thev 
had  gone  too  far,  and  that  they  must  tread  becii 
their  steps.  This  law  having  been  broiwht  for- 
ward by  particular  circumataoces,  it  ia  difficult  to 
give  it  a  general  application. 

Mr.  Bayard  said,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had  not  understood  the  point  of  his  argumenL 
He  had  said  there  could  be  no  crime  withoat 
criminal  intentions;  but  tbe  gentleman  hadsaiJ 
nothing  about  the  iatentiua. 

Mr.  N[CH0[.Ae  thought  that  he  hnd  explained 
himself  clearly  on  this  point.  If  he  uodostood 
what  was  the  crime  created  by  this  law,  it  is  ae- 
goiiation  with  intent  to  influence  the  measures  of 
a  foreign  Government  towards  ours ;  and  if  » 


though  ihe  act  does  not  in  the  least  pitriake  of  the 
nature  of  a  crime. 

Mr.  GRiawoi.n  said,  the  bill  does  not  extend  to 
the  mere  application  of  an  individual  for  the  re- 
lease of  seamen,  the  obtaioing  t^  property  taken, 
or  of  debts  contracted,  as  these  acts  cannot  be  coo- 
s trued  into  an  interference  with  a  foreign  Giov- 
ernment  in  relation  to  any  disputes  or  controvct' 
sies  with  the  United  States.  No  gentlemao  who 
reflects  calmly  upon  the  subject  can  say  so,  there- 
fore the  proviso  is  unnecessary.  But,  farther,  the 
erovieion  may  be  attended  with  somedanger.  Ifi> 
e  agreed  to,  then  the  law  is  not  to  operate  upon 
any  peison  who  treats  with  a  foreign  Oovemment 
an  any  of  the  subjects  contained  in  it ;  and  if  an 
individual  says  he  goes  for  these  purposes,  he  ma; 
pursue  other  objects  calculated  to  affect  the  gen- 
eral measures  of  the  Government;  yet  he  would 
be  screened  from  punishment  by  this  proviso.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  as  it  was  unnecessary,  and  might 
be  dangerous,  that  it  would  not  he  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Macok  hoped  this  amendment  would  ob- 
_iu.  It  had  not  been  made  to  appear  by  any  one 
that  it  would  do  injury.  It  is  at  least  doublful 
whether  individuals  in  the  situation  here  describ- 
ed, would  come  within  the  meaning  of  this  law. 
The  law  ia  to  take  effect  from  the  moment  it  is 
passed,  and  do  one  can  sny  what  its  constTuciioa 
will  be.  It  may  prevent  our  commercial  citizens 
from  endeavoring  to  obtain  a  settlement  of  their 
claims  upon  the  French  Government;  and,  if  M^ 
mizht  they  not  hereaf^r  come  forward  and  ask 
imtemniBcatiou  of  Congress,  on  the  ground  that 
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Ue|  kad  been  prereated,  bv  law,  rrom  prosecuiing 
ibeircliimitbeoijelTes?  H«beliered  they  might; 
■Dd  hoped,  therefore,  la  ihe  proTisioo  could  do  no 
Innn,  ind  mi^t  do  good,  it  would  beagrved  to. 

Mr,  DiNJi  nid.  the  gentlenua  lavt  op  had  as- 
nmedabuii  upon  which  he  advocated  this  amend- 
gwDt,  which  I*  wholly  inadmiaible.  He  s^fn  it 
em  do  no  liana.  Thin  he  denied.  It  goes  to  ex- 
empt from  puai*hmenl  peraona  irtio  maice  a  pre- 
taacc  of  apwrinp  for  aof  of  the  objects  therein 
iiM[JM«d,  lai  him  go  foT  what  purpose  he  mif. 
He  ukMirledged  the  proriso  to  be  a  cunning  one, 
bni  hoped  the  Moiue  tiad  tafficieat  Mgaeitjr  to  dis- 
(onr  ns  purpoae.  The  bill  had  m^ing  to  do, 
Mr.D.iiia,witbiadiTidDa]diipalea.  Thedispntes 
ud  coatToveniea  meationed  in  this  bill  are  those 
whish  exist  between  the  OoTentment  of  the  Uni- 
i«dSiite*«Qd  foreign  Oorenimenta — diiputesand 
Knlrorersiei  of  a  poliiical  nature,  anconnected 
with  indiTidnal  elaiiB*. 

tlr.  KuxK  taid,  ihi«  amendtnent  gare  the  buai- 
ima^oliu* aspect.  The  ^otleniBa from  Penn- 
srinaniMys  this  bill  will  prohibit  an  individual 
from  pnMeutiitg  his  dainis  apon  a  foreign  Qov- 

coBitmplaied  as  within  the  meaaiDsof  ^he  bill; 
bol  t^  amcDdmenl  is  broad,  and  discovers  the 
doM^foal.  It  doe*  not  any  that  an  individual  shall 
lukE  hit  ova  claim.  The  plural  Dumber  is  used, 
ud  the  wordaaregeneial.  It  savs  individuals  shall 
U't  a  right  to  address  thenuaves  to  foreign  na- 
tiDaj,aair provided  their  ostenslUe  object  is  found 
ID  itb  Moriso,  they  may  ^  on  to  treat  upon  any 
oUkt  ikey  pleasa.  The  view  with  which  this 
tmeiidiiieat  wai  brought  forward,  Mr.  A.  said,  was 
^\;  \i  was  in  order  to  procure  a  debate  which 
shmld  eoorey  an  idea  to  the  people  that  there  is 
1  miiorily  in  this  House  desirous  of  curtailing  the 
priviEegei  of  the  people,  though  no  sneh  thing  is 
inieodwi  hr  the  fnenas  of  (his  bill. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  said  it  was  very  extraordi' 
oiiy.  that  dioogh  the  gentleman  who  brooglit  in 
i^  lHll(whoo[ighl  to  K  at  least  as  well  acquainted 
*i(h  It!  riews  as  any  other  member)  said  it  was 
M  meaat  to  inclade  any  of  the  cases  coDlained 
uiliitaiBendmeBt ;  yet  gcntlamea  are  nnwilling 
»  declare  this  on  the  face  of  the  bill,  though  other 
pntenea  differ  in  opinion  from  them,  and  believe 
">«  eases  here  exeepled  will  be  indnded,  tf  the 
HOVHO  is  not  agreea  to.  It  appeared  to  him,  from 
toil  conduct,  as  if  gentlemen  meant  to  effect  a  por- 
V^  by  this  bill  which  is  at  present  hidden  from 
iiew.  In  hU  opiaion,  if  gentlemen  were  to  set 
u<nit  wriiiag  a  clause  expressly  for  the  purpose 
01  iDEioding  the  cases  here  excepted,  they  could 
oM  hit  npop  words  more  appropriate ;  and  he  was 
wwSed,  ibat  if  this  law  passed,  no  citizen  would 
wnfierveatnre  to  make  application  tothe  French 
QovemmHit  for  the  recovering  of  any  property 
aaaieter. 

Wbea  the  gentlenan  from  Connecticut  called 
Uiia  a  cmnuif  ihins.  Mr.  W.  expected  be  would 
ure  bkea  the  trouble  to  have  shown  the  House 
■lureia  its  onmingnat  consisted.  The  gentle- 
aan  from  Delaware  said  something  about  crimi- 
■^ityibut  there  certainly  could  be  nothing  criminal 
5th  Con.— 43 


in  an  iodiridual  endeavoring  to  recover  his  prop- 
erty,  or  to  influence  a  foreigD-Qovernment  to  maie 
peace  with  his  own  QoveTomenl.  Yet  the  act  of 
carrying  on  a  correapoudence  or  intercourse  b 
made  criminal,  thougn  it  may  have  been  for  the 
best  of  ptlr  poses. 

Hr.  PiNCKNEV  said,  aller  the  explanation  which 
had  been  given  of  the  intention  of  this  bill,  and 
the  effect  which  this  amendment  mutt  necessarily 
have,  by  two  gentlemen  from  Connecticut,  he  did 
not  believe  that  anything  which  he  could  say  could 
have  any  weight.  Ifthe  amendment  wereadopted, 
Mr.  P.  laid,  aen  could  be  no  doubt  but  it  would 
overset  the  bill,  and  render  ll  wholly  nugaiorf. 
Can  it  be  proper,  said  Mr.  P.,  when  any  gentleman 
of  this  eountrjr  may  conceive  himself  better  in- 
formed, better  instructed,  or  belter  delegated,  than 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales,for  him  to  league 
himself  with  others  lo  oppose  the  measures  of  the 
Oovemmeni  of  the  United  States,  and  by  this 
means  usurp,  in  some  de^ee,  the  powers  of  the 
Gbvemmenc  "i  Suppose,  however,  he  does  Ihi^ 
and  goes  forward  to  a  foreign  country,  and  gives 
himself  out  as  an  Envoy  of  a  particular  parly  in 
this  country, making  his  ostensible  objects  the  liner- 
ation  of  American  seamen,  the  restoration  of  cap* 
mred  property,  or  the  payment  of  debts  due  to  onr 
citizens — (and  what  other  grievances,  said  Mr.  P., 
have  we  with  France  ?  None^ — a  person  might  do 
whatever  he  pleases  under  this  proviso ;  yet,  when 
he  comes  to  oe  accused,  he  says,  "  I  do  not  come 
within  the  purview  of  your  law,  for  you  have  a 
proviso  in  it  which  excuses  me."  In  this  way,  Ae 
whole  of  the  authority  of  the  Executive  of^  the 
United  States  may  be  usurped  with  impunity. 
'  We  have  heard  said  Mr.  P.,  in  the  course  of  this 
debete,a  great  deal  said  about  criminality.  When- 
ever a  person  transgresses  the  laws  of  fais  country, 
he  certainly  does  a  criminal  act  He  would  agree 
with  gentlemen,  that  to  procure  peace  for  a  cuua> 
try  is  generally  a  laudable  thing;  but  to  procure 
even  peace,  by  takine  the  power  of  negotiating  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  is  an  usurpation  of 
power,  and  therefore  crimiaal.  And  when  a  law 
14  passed  to  prevent  this  kind  of  interference,  it 
becomes  doubly  criminal.  He  mentioned  this  cir- 
cumstance, because  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had  charged  the  authors  of  this  bill  with  creating 
a  new  crime.  It  does  not  create  a  crime,  but  pro- 
vides for  the  panishment  of  one. 

Mr.  P.  asked  whether  no  mischief  had  arisen  to 
the  United  States  from  the  mission  of  the  gentle- 
man who  lately  went  to  France,  as  is  said,  on  his 
own  account  t  He  asked  whether  the  public  mind 
in  Paris  was  not  drawn  to  the  mission  of  a  parly 
in  the  United  States  t  It  certainly  was,  by  a  pub- 
lic mention  of  the  circumstance  in  the'  papers,  tf 
Sentlemen  deny  that  (his  person  was  del^ated, 
le  more  the  raiachief,  because  every  instance  of 
this  kind  would  always  be  attributed  to  a  party, 
the  gendeman  himself  had  denied*  being  sent  by 
a  party,  and  (herefore  he  supposed  it  was  so.  Giv- 
ing the  gentleman  all  the  credit,  however,  which 
he  could  expect  for  his  good  intentions,  his  mis- 
sion has  Deverthelets  already  created  mischiefs. 

Mr.  P.  thought  so  full  an  explaDatlon  had  baoi 
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gtreo  of  the  principles  aod  scope  of  this  bill,  that 
nolhiog  further  was  oecessarjr  on  tbis  head.  When 
a  coatroTersy  exists  between  an  individual  of  the 
United  States  and  a  foreign  Government,  it  can- 
not be  said  10  be  between  the  two  Governments. 
B^dea,  all  cases  of  this  kind  must  be  tried  by  a 
jiuy,anditcsonot  be  supposed  that  any  jury  would 
convict  a  man  of  a  crime  for  attempting  to  do  any 
of  the  acts  contained  in  this  proviso,  if  be  did 
DOthini;  more. 

Mr.  T.  Glaibobhb  said,  as  this  was  an  impor- 
tant question,  and  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment 
was  passed,  be  would  move  the  House  to  adjourn. 
The  motion  was  negatived — 17  to  37. 

Mr.  Git,L*Tiii  observed  that  gentlemen,  opposed 
to  this  profision,  find  thenuietves  very  much  at  a 
loss  from  the  tenor  of  the  bill,  in  their  arguments 
against  it.  One  ffenileman  tells  the  House  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  aoopted.  because  it  is  perfectly  use- 
less, as  it  does  not  reach  any  case  included  in  this 
bill ;  another  says,  it  covers  so  much  ground  that 
it  would  render  the  bill  nugatory.  Other  gentle- 
men  are  opposed  to  it,  not  because  it  covers  too 
much  ^ouod,  hut  because,  under  cover  of  these 
exceptions,  much  mischief  may  be  done. 

The  criminality  of  the  act  to  be  guarded  against 
by  this  bill,  is  an  ioteulion  to  influence  the  mea- 
■ureM  or  conduct  of  a  sovereign  Government,  in 
relation  to  any  disputes  or  controversies  with  the 
United  States.  It  is,  said  Mr.  G..  on  account  of 
the  vagueness  of  this  clause,  whien  means  every- 
thing or  nothing,  that  gentlemen  disagree  so  mucli 
amongst  themselves  as  to  the  meaning  of  it.  If 
gentlemen  had  modified  this  bill,  so  that  it  could 
be  clenrly  seen  what  it  would  be  criminal  to  do, 
and  what  might  be  done  ionDcenlly,  this  proviso 
would  not  have  been  introduced.  But  a  member 
from  Connecticut  says  this  amendment  shows  the 
cloven  foot,  and  that  it  is  meant  to  cover  all  the 
mischievous  acts  intended  to  be  guarded  against. 
If  the  gentleman  had  attended  to  the  maoner  in 
which  this  amendment  had  been  iotroduced,  he 
might  have  spared  these  expressions.  Mr.  G,  said 
he  lad  slated  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  that 


the  wording  of  the  bill  was  vaeue,  and  called  upoi 
he  gentleman  who  reported  tne  bill  to  b 
rard  a  provision  to  render  it  more  expli 


that  if  they  declined  doing  so,  he  should  do  it 
bimself- 

What,  said  Mr.  Q.,  is  the  intention  and  nature 
.of  this  proviso  ?  It  is  to  except  from  the  operation 
of  the  act  all  those  individual  cases  therein  named. 
Butitissaid,  if  the  proviso  is  agreed  to,  the  bill  will 
be  rendered  nugatory;  that  it  would  he  impossi- 
ble for  a  man  to  commit  an  offence  which  might 
Bol  be  covered  bv  this  proviso.  For  if  there  be 
anv  ofience  whicn  may  be  committed  under  the 
bill,  which  is  not  included  in  the  proviso,  the  bill 
cannot  be  nugatory.  We  must  suppose^  tnerefore, 
said  he,  that  the  exceptions  in  this  proviso  contain 
the  whole  bill.  Indeed,  a  genllemao  said  that  the 
bill  was  only  meant  lo  punish  these  acts,  and  that 
no  man  could  be  guilty  of  anything  more.  He 
.believed  the  gentleman  right,  and  that  there  was 
not  an  individual  in  the  Unitt^  Slates  that  would 
4o  more ;  and  that  if  the  bill  passes  with  this  pro- 


.  no  individual  will  commit  any  act  which 
this  law  can  deem  criminal. 

The  proviso.  Mr.  G.  said,  is  not  conSned  to  an 
individual  applying  for  a  restoration  of  property 
for  himself  only ;  it  would  have  been  ridiculous  so 
[o  have  drawn  it.  A  man  seldom  uodertakes  a  busi- 
ness of  this  kind  on  his  own  account  merely,  there 
a  combination  of  persons,  or  on  agent  ap- 
pointed to  act  for  the  whole :  and  it  is  clear  thai 
a  person  thus  employed,  would  not  only  have  re- 
^d  to  the  interests  of  those  for  whom  he  was 
■-imediately  concerned,  but  for  all  others  in  the 

me  situation. 

But  the  House  is  told  that  this  proviso  is  im- 
proper, because  it  may  serve  as  a  cover  for  impro- 
per proceedine^ ;  if  that  is  the  case,  said  Mr.  Q., 
ought  UDuoubtedly  to  pass  a  law  to  make  it 
criminal  lo  carry  on  any  coirespondence,  without 
respect  to  the  intention.  We  are  told  that  it  is 
improper  for  a  man  to  carry  on  &  written  corcc- 
Epondence  to  obtain  a  restoration  of  captured  pro- 
perty, because  under  cover  of  this  he  may  carry 
on  an  intercourse  dangerous  lo  the  interests  of 
the  country,  and  that,  therefore,  be  ought  to  be 
punished  for  carrying  on  a  harmless  correapond- 
eoce,  beeanse  it  mighi  possibly  be  criminal.  Mr. 
G.  had  supposed  that,  before  a  man  could  be  piui' 
ished  for  carrying  on  any  correspondence,  it  would 
have  been  necessary  to  prove  its  criminality. 

But,  it  is  said,  the  proviso,  such  as  it  is,  is  excep- 
tionable, because,  to  do  the  acts  exempted  by  it, 
would  be  criminal;  that  Government  having 
alone  the  power  to  negotiate  with  foreign  nations, 
it  is  wrong  for  an  individual  to  exercise  that  power 
by  anv  of  these  acts.  In  answer  to  this,  be  would 
say,  innt  to  do  any  of  these  acts  would  be  no  as- 
sumption of  power.  When  a  citizen  claims  the 
restoration  of  his  property  from  a  foreign  Govein- 
meot,  he  does  an  actwhicbour  Government  could 
not  do  for  him,  without  his  consent,  and  therefore 
it  could  not  be  deemed  an  interference  wilh  the 
measures  of  our  Government.  But,  it  is  extraor- 
dinary to  say  it  is  an  assumption  of  the  power  of 
Government  for  an  individual  to  express  hisidaas 
on  the  subject-matter  of  dispute  between  his  own 
Government  and  another.  Suppose,  said  Mr.  O., 
a  man  were  to  publish  a  book,  for  instance,  aad 
say  that  the  Government  ought  to  make  peace  oa 
certain  terms;  would  the  publishing  of  such  an 
opinion  be  criminal,  because  ihe  Executive  baa 
alone  the  power  to  negotiate  a  peace?  In  the 
same  manner  might  it  be  called  an  assumplioa 
of  Legislative  power  for  a  writer  to  publish  his 
opinion  DD  any  Legislative  subject,  or  an  individ- 
ual give  his  opinion  to  a  legislator  as  to  the  ntanaer 
in  which  he  ought  to  act  on  any  question. 

But,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  will  say  ii  is  not  criminal  to 
do  any  of  these  acts,  and  that  it  has  never  been 
thougni  so  by  any  nation.  During  the  whole  of 
our  disputes  with  France  and  Great  Britain,  suctk 
an  idea  was  never  suggested.  Individuals  have 
made  repeated  applications  to  those  Ckivemmeot« 
for  various  purposes  of  a  national  kind,  which 
were  never  deemed  criminal.  Indeed,  we  hara 
lately  seen  in  the  papers,  an  applicatiaa  to  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred,  in  France,  by  parsooa 
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rifliDg  themselTes  sobjectfi  mid  eiiizen*  of  Ruuia, 
SiredeD,DeDiiikrk,  and  Holland  dNUring  that, 
though  they  are  few  in  aumbet,  ttiey  may  be  cod- 
Nderei)  as  reprcseatiog  the  interests  of  the  EurO' 
iD  trade,  tbat  of  Bnglaod  excepted.  Thotvh  we 

DOW  tbete  is  a  close  compact  between  ihe&ta- 
Tian  and  French  Qoveroments,  ant)  though  dis- 
KiiM  exist  between  Sweden  and  Denmark  and 
France,  yet  while  [be  negotistioD  for  letiliDg 
those  disputes  is  goioE  on,  we  find  a  number  of 
iadiridnals,  iateresied  in  the  commerce  of  their 
sereral  eoaniiies,  eodeBvaring  to  change  the  con- 
dnct  of  the  French  QoTeument  in  t^eir  faror. 
Mi.  G.  md,  hii  unendment  did  not  go  to  this  ex- 
lent  ;  it  did  not  go  to  prevent  the  pnniihment  of 
a  man  who  should  attempt  to  change  the  future 
Emdoct  of  the  QoremmenI  of  a  foreign  nation ; 
it  had  relation  only  to  past  measures.  These  re* 
pfcsentaiirea  of  the  mercantile  interest  of  a  great 
part  of  Burope  hare  required  a  total  ch&nge  in 
all  the  arrangements  of  the  French  GoTemment 
with  rasped  to  neutral  nations ;  and,  when  a  thing 
of  this  kind  is  allowed  to  be  done  openly,  ought 
the  acta  coDlained  in  this  proriso  to  be  deemed 
criminal?  This,  said  Mr.  O.,  is  the  first  place  in 
which  such  a  thing  was  erer  imagined.  We  all 
know,  said  he,  that  ■  criminal  correspondence 
may  b« carried  on;  bat,  in  ibe  law,  which  is  in- 
tended to  punish  a  crime,  it  ought  to  be  said 
wherein  the  criiDinality  exists. 

Hr.  G.  believed,  thai  the  gentlemen  who  brought 
in  this  bill  had  been  carried  further  than  they  in- 
tended,  from  considering  the  present  situation  of 
things.  He  allowed,  our  situation  with  France 
was  difioent  from  our  relatire  situation  with  any 
other  eoimiTf .  It  is  something  less  than  war,  and 
Bonxettting  more  than  two  couniries  bavingacon- 
trorersy  with  each  other.  On  this  account,  though 
they  haie  reported  s  bill  of  a  general  nature,  they 
hare  always  had  France  in  view.  It  is  certain 
that,  if  we  were  at  war  with  Fiance,  for  an  indi- 
ridoal  to  correspond  in  a  certain  manner  with 
the  French  Oorernment  would  be  criminal,  would 
be  treason  by  the  Constitution ;  and  though  a  cor- 
respondence of  the  identical  kind  which  would  be 
treaaoo  when  we  are  at  war,  would  not  be  so  now ; 
yet,  be  was  not  surprised  that  gentlemen  wish  to 
make  such  acts  misdenieanors  n(  the  present 
time.  But,  instead  of  following  this  course,  they 
have  proposed  an  act  of  a  general  nature,  contrary 
to  all  the  laws  and  casioins  of  erery  other  nation. 
lo  Ettgland.  Holland,  or  any  other  country,  it  is 
not  criminal  to  endeavor  to  obtain  a  restoratian  of 
captured  property,  to  release  impritoned  seamen, 
BO<  to  recover  old  debts;  at  the  same  time  that 
all  nations  hare  {woTided  punishment  for  criminal 
acta;  if  such  are  only  intended  lo  be  met  by  this 
bill,  thisproviso  ought  not  to  be  adopted. 

Mr-  Edmoiid  said,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Petuwylvaiua,  at  the  close  of  bis  ar^mentSj  |^t 
oa  ibe  oroBud  that  he  formeily  bMk  in  opposition 
lo  this  KU  -,  and,  it  is  natural,  said  Mr.  B.,  for  a 
gentleoian  who  has  constanily  been  opposed  lo  the 
pinciple  <^  this  bill,  to  wish  to  introduce  an 
aaMMmait  to  defeat  the  whole ;  because,  in  doios 
tkia^  Im  eaniai  bis  point  m  effectually  a4  if  lu  had 


sticceeded  in  persuading  the  House. that  no  such 
bill  was  necessary.  The  rotes,  howeret,  that  have 
already  been  taken,  are  sufficient  to  show  that  il 
is  the  opinion  of  the  House,  that  it  will  be  wise 
and  prudent,  at  this  time,  to  frame  a  law  to  pr» 

indiTidnals  from  interfering  with  the  Execu- 

Buthority,  in  a  manner  injurious  to  the  comr 
ity.  This  being  admitted,  the  first  thing  re- 
quisite is  to  frame  a  bill  to  meet  the  abject ;  and 
cannot  a  bill  be  so  framed  1    If  it  cannot  the 

Ereaentmuit  be  abandoned;  but  he  supposed  otu 
LOguage  copious  enough  for  the  purpose.  A  bill, 
sain  he,  has  been  framed;  and  a  question  thai 
arises  whether,  in  the  general  expressions  used  in 
[his  act,  it  may  not  be  implied  thai  the  pririlegea 
of  private  ci[izeDS  are  abridged. 

The  genileman  from  PennsylTania  complains 
of  inconsistency  in  the  arguments  used  against  this 
amcDdmenl ;  because  one  gentleman  has  said  that 
it  is  useless,  another  that  it  eovers  too  much 
ground,  and  another,  thai,  under  cover  of  these 
exceptions,  many  things  may  be  dtme  wbieli 
oueht  not  to  be  done. 

Mr.  E.  said,  it  appeared  to  him,  however,  that  all 
these  objections  are  consistent  with  each  other.  It 
might  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  gentlemen  to  say, 
point  out  the  necessity  for  this  amendment  l( 
ought  to  have  been  shown  what  words  in  the  bill 
could  be  construed  to  affect  those  rights  of  indi- 
viduaLiwhich  ought  lobe  retained.  They  hare  not 
done  this.  As  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  has 
declared,  before  ihe  crime  intended  to  be  punished 
by  this  act  can  take  place,  a  coniroversy  must 
have  eiialed  between  the  Govemmenl  of  the 
United  Stales  and  a  foreign  Qovernmeat,and  an 
individual  must  have  carried  on  a  correspond' 
enca  with  an  ''intent  to  inAuence  the  measures 
with  respect  to  the  cootruveisy."     The  bill  goes 

When  this  construction  has  been  given  to  the 
law,  we  must  inquire,  said  Mr.  E.,  whether  the 
doioff  of  any  of  ihe  acts  contained  in  the  proviso, 
would  incur  its  penalties?  Suppoie,  said  he.  a 
captain,  whose  vessel  had  been  captured  by  a  for- 
eign PoweTj  were  to  carry  on  a  correspondence 
with  any  of  the  officers  ol  the  Government  for 
the  recovery  of  it,  could  this  be  said  to  be  a  con- 
troversy between  two  Governments,  or  to  influ- 
ence the  measures  of  one  Government  toward  the 
other?  Or,  if  a  debt  is  due  to  an  individual  by  a 
foreign  Quveniment,  and  he  applies  for  il,  would 
any  one  say  that  this  was  an  endeavor  to  influ- 
ence the  measures  of  the  Government  ?  Cer- 
uinly  not.  The  exercise  of  none  of  theM 
rights  could  be  construed  into  a  criminal  intent; 
and  a  man  having  the  right  to  exercise  all  these 
privileges  under  the  bill  as  it  stands,  the  proviso 

With  respect  to  the  objection  that  (he  proviso 
covers  too  much  ground,  attend,  said  Mr.E.,  the 
wording  of  it.  What  is  the  dispute  between  the 
UniledSutes  and  France?  What  do  ihe  United 
States  complain  of,  besides  the  unjust  capture  of 
our  vessels  and  property,  the  arbitrary'  impriion- 
mcnt  of  our  seamen,  ana  the  delay  in  the  pay- 
mauofdsbtsdttetooutciiiieii*?  Tbeteareoor 
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pouadi  of  dispute.  And  this  proviso,  insteikd  of 
saying  that  an  individual  shall  ask  in  his  own 
name,  for  the  justice  which  he  cUims.  authorizes 
an  individual  to  treat  for  every  vessel  which  has 
been  captured,  for  every  seaman  imprisoned,  and 
for  all  the' debts  that  are  owing;  so  that  it  would 
be  a  complete  saving  to  individuals  to  do  what- 
ever they  pleased,  and  prove  a  repeal  of  the  whole 
bill;  he  tberefore  should  be  opposed  to  ii. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  upon  this  proviso, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — 37  to  48,  ai  follows: 

YiAi — Abraham  Baldwin,  Thamss  Blount,  Kichud 
Bimt,  Robert  Brown,  Sunuel  J.  Cibell,  Tbomu  Clai- 
bwne,  William  ChaHei  Cole  Claiborne,  Matthew  Ctay, 
John  Olopton,  John  Dawson,  George  Dent,  Jo«ph  Eg- 
gletfan,  Lnca«  Elmendor^  WillUm  Findley,  Albert 
Gallalin,  JameaGilleqiia,  AndrvwGicgg,  John  A.  Han- 
na,  CaitCT  B.  HaiTMnn,  Jonallian  N.  Haveais  David 
Holmai,  WaUar  J<mos,  Matthew  Locka,  Nadianiel  Ma- 
eon,  Blair  McOlenadian,  Anthoin  New,  Jidm  Nkholai, 
~  '.   Bkinnar,   William  amith.  Rtcfaaid  Dobba 


N4Ta— John  AUan,  Oeoife  Bser,  jr.,  BaUt?  Bartbtt, 
JaoMa  A.  Bi^rd,  Jonathan  Biaoe,  David  Btooka,^  8la- 


Dana,  John  Dannia,  William  BdnMmd,  Tbomaa  Evaua, 
Aiuel  Foater,  Dwight  Fuater,  Jonalhan  Fnaoan,  Henij 
61«n,  Chaoncey  Goodrich,  William  Oordwi,  Rogn 
Griawold,  WilliuD  Barry  Grove,  Robrat  GoodJoe  Har- 
M-,  Hmekiah  L.  Houner,  James  H.  Imlay,  John 
Wilkaa  Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman,  Jamas  Machir,  Lewis 
B.  Morris  Banimn  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  Thomas 
Pinckoey,  John  Seed,  John  Rutledgcv  jr.,  James 
Schorenum,  Samuel  Sewal],  Thonaa  Binni^aon,  Na- 
thaniel Smith,  Paleg  Spragncv  George  Thatcher,  Hich- 
aid  Thomas,  Mark  Thonuon,  ThouwaTiUinghait,  John 
E.  Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Bcbot  Wain,  and 
John  Wiltiams. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  said  bill,  with  the  ameod- 
menis  agreed  to.  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
lime  to-morrow. 

TanRsnAV,  January  ID. 

JoaepB  McDowELi^  from  North  Carolina,  ap- 
peared and  took  his  xent  in  the  House. 
DSUHPATION  OP  EXECUTIVE  AUTHORITY. 

The  bill  for  the  punishment  of  certain  cii 
therein  specified,  havinff  been  read  the  third  time, 

Mr.  NicBOLAs  cailea  the  yeas  aad  nays  ttpon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  E001.BSTOH  could  not  vote  for  any  bill  in- 
flicting pains  and  penalties,  without  greet  precsu- 
tion,  because,  in  his  opinion,  the  energy  of  the 
mind,  and  the  activity  of  personal  enterprise, 
ought  never  to  be  repressed,  unless  the  good  of 
the  society  makes  the  measure  apparently  neces- 
lary.  I  will  use  still  greater  caution,  said  he, 
when  those  advocating  such  mealures,  instead  of 
addressing  themselves  to  the  understanding,  apply 
vhoUy  to  the  passions,  and  endeavor  to  excite 
feara  and  alarms.  Bot  when  my  observation  and 
knovriedge,  said  he,  eonvince  at  tkat  those  alarms 


ind  fears  are  groundless  I  am  obliged  to  give  my 
decided  negative  to  a  bill  which  coutempuiteB  the 
prevention  of  such  imaginary  evils. 

When  be  looked  around  and  took  a,  view  of  the 
principles,  feelings,  habits,  and  pursuits,  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  he  was  astonished  to 
near  gentlemen  expressing  such  dreadful  appre- 
hensiona  of  French  intrioue  and  domestic  dissen- 
sion- He  was  convinced  that  every  gentleman 
who  heard  him  would  be  ready  to  pledge  himself 
that  the  alarm  is  groundless  with  respect  to  his 
pertieular  State,  and  I  profess  myself  ready  to  do 
so,  said  he,  for  the  Stale  to  which  I  belong.  In 
no  State  in  the  Union  would  there  be  more  zeal 
and  unanimity  in  repelling  foreign  ai^eseion. 
He  could  not,  then,  vote  for  this  bill :  for  if  there 
are  individuals  so  stapid,  or  so  wicked;  as  to  at- 
tempt to  brioK  abont  the  mischiefs  which  it  meani 
to  prevent,  the  principles  and  unanimity  of  the 

Eople  would  render  their  attempt*  nugatory. 
It  I  have,  said  he,  a  stronger  motive  to  voM 
against  it,  and  to  wish  its  rejection.  I  believe  the 
remedy  is  worse  tiian  the  mischief  1  believeUtat 
in  the  zeal  of  gentlemen  to  guard  asainst  vision- 
aiy  dangen,  which  exist  only  in  their  own  imagi- 
natton,  inat  they  are  running  into  the  contrary 
extreme,  and  that  the  multiplicity  of  their  penal 
regulations  will  depress  thet  spirit  and  that  enter- 
prise, which  are  among  ihe  most  important  beoe- 
Gis  attendant  upon  a  free  form  of  Government. 
In  guarding  aminst  nn  ideal  danser,  we  shall  in- 
cur the  real  danger  of  too  much  increasing  the 
powers  of  the  Qovemment. 

Whilst  gentlemen  with  so  much  solicitude  are 
inenleating  the  necessity  of  adhering  to  the  priir- 
cipie,  which  be  acknowledged  to  be  a  good  one, 
ofobeying  the  will  6f  the  majority,  they  ought  to 
be  cautious  of  reviving  the  old  exploded  doctrine 
of  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance.  Whilst 
they  so  eagerly  proclaim  the  necessity  of  una- 
nimity and  unlimited  confidence,  they  appear  de- 
sirous of  precluding  the  people  from  ducnaaiDg 
the  propriety  of  public  measures,  and  examining 
[he  conduct  of  public  agents.  By  such  measure^ 
and  by  thus  multiplying  our  penal  laws,  we  shall 
depress  that  apirii,  and  stifle  those  princiideB 
which  gave  existence  to  the  Government  we  now 
live  under,  and  which  can  alone  make  it  per- 
manent. 

Mr.  NioHOLiB  said,  that  from  all  the  coniiden- 
lion  which  be  had  been  able  to  give  to  this  sub- 

i'ect,  he  could  find  00  known  object  to  which  thia 
lill  can  apply ;  that  it  can  have  no  rood  eflect,  bnt 
may  have  very  bad  ones.  The  debate  of  yester- 
day showed,  Mr.  N.  said,  how  little  gentlemen 
were  agreed  as  to  the  objects  of  thia  biD,  for  one- 
half  of  their  speeches  were  employed  in  showing 
that  it  would  not  extend  to  certain  objects,  and 
the  other  half  to  show  that  it  would,  or  its  effect 
would  be  nothing.  Mr.  N.  was  also  satisfied,  aa 
he  had  before  stated,  that  nothing  is  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  conduct  of  any  pcison  who  Iwa 
in  view  the  restomtion  of  peace  to  a  country  ;  «nd 
the  opposition  which  was  made  to  the  provuo 
proposed  yesterday,  proved  that  the  exceptiooa 
embraced  almost  all  the  cases  on  which  this  lull 


;dbvG00gle 


HISTORY  0^  CONGRESS. 


jA.f  OABT,  1799.] 


Vaurpalion  of  Executive  Authority. 


[H.o 


eoDld  operate,  yet  geDilemen  were  obliged  lo  de- 
clare thai  an  indiTiduBl  might  inaoceniTy  do  a.ay 
of  the  acts  coDtained  in  ihal  proTisa ;  and  if  geo- 
tletnen  dare  not  saf  the  doiog  of  any  of  those 
lhiDg;s  wonld  be  cnmiaal,  where  could  be  the 
criminalitv  of  resioriog  peace  to  the  country  7  He 
had  already  declared  he  could  see  ooue. 

There  appeared  oaly  lo  b«  one  case  to  which 
gentlemen  could  attach  any  eriminality,  which 
was  that  of  a  citizen  who  should  endeavor  to 
briDg  all  the  horrors  of  war  upon  his  country. 
And  would  this  law,  said  Mr.  N.,  prore  a  guard 
igaiSst  such  a  character?.  When  a  man  shall 
hare  become  so  desperate  as  to  be  ready  to  em- 
bark in  a  war  with  an  enemy  against  his  own 
eonntrr,  to  place  all  his  future  hopes  and  fortunes 
upon  the  success  of  the  force  of  an  enemy,  will 
the  apprehension  of  fine  and  impiisoamcnt  deter 
him  from  his  object  7  Can  guilt  wound  up  to  this 

E'tch  be  diverted  fromils  purpose  bv  a  law  of  this 
nd  1  How  could  the  law  be  brougnt  to  act  upon 
sdch  a  man?  It  certainly  would  not  be  able  to 
reach  him.  Are  not  bH  the  ports  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  France  open  to  a  man  of  this  descrip- 
tion? And  might  he  not  find  persons  there  with 
whom  he  might  cany  on  a  correspondence,  with- 
oQi  subjecting  himself  to  the  operation  of  this 
law,  because  it  could  not  affect  any  person  until 
eridence  was  adduced  against  him  in  our  own 
coorts.  Yet  this  is  the  only  case  in  which  the 
law  could  operate.  It  must,  therefore,  prote  a 
dead  letter.  For  in  case  of  a  dispute  between  our 
GoTemment  and  a  foreign  oatiou,  and  any  indi- 
Tidual  were  of  his  own  accord  to  go  over  to  diat 
foreign  country  for  the  purpose  of  reconciling  the 
differences,  if  ne  were  lo  fail  to  attaining  his  end, 
he  would  be  denounced  for  his  arrogance  and 
folly ;  and  if  he  did  attain  his  object,  instead  of 
deserrtng  pUDishmeot,  Mr.  N.  thought  he  would 
deserve  the  thanks  and  gratitude  of  his  country. 

Bot,  said  Mr.  N.,  when  I  see  within  how  small 
a  compass  the  operation  of  [his  law  will  be  con- 
fined, if  it  is  to  have  no  other  effects  than  those 
which  appear  upon  the  face  of  it,  I  am  obliged  to 
look  for  other  objects,  which,  I  fear,  are  whit  are 

riocipally  aimed  at  by  this  law.  It  it  intended, 
have  no  doubt,  principally  to  excite  suspicion 
and  clamor  throughout  the  United  States. against 
the  potitical  opponents  of  the  supporlers  of  it,  by 
bringing  them  under  the  general  stifma  meant  to 
be  thrown  upon  all  those  who  differ  in  political 
opinion  from  tfaeie  eentlemeo,  whom  they  wish 
to  bring  into  discreait,  that  they  may  the  belter 
succeed  in  carrying  their  favorite  schemes  into 
cflecl. 

With  respect  to  a  laie  innsactioo,  though  he 
looked  upon  it  as  fair  and  honorable,  and  though  . 
ibere  is  no  evidence  of  any  person  having  had  any  ' 
concern  in  il  but  the  geoueman  himseli,  who  has , 
lately  reinmed  from  France,  gentlemen  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  ihalguill  will  attach  to  others. 


I  one  gentleman  has  gone  so  far  as  to  say  it 
ought,  ft  was  a  little  remarkable,  Mr.  N.  m  " 
that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (I  .. 
Ono,)  who  seems  to  have  picked  up  the  most  facts 


with  respect  to  this  mission,  as  it  is  called,  should 


say  that  everything  respecting  this  matter  vrill  be 
found  perfectly  fair. 

Mr.  Otib  wished  to  explain.  The  same  idea 
had  before  been  thrown  out  by  the  gentleman  ftom 
Pennsylvania,  and  which  be  had  suffered  to  pass 
unnoticed.  He  never  said  the  conduct  of  that  gen- 
tleman was  fair,  because  he  did  not  think  any- 
thing he  could  do  would  be  fair ;  bul  that,  if  ever 
his  correspondence  should  come  to  light,  if  he 
should  have  presented  any  writing  to  the  Direc- 
tory, it  would  _probaUy  be  found  such  as  would 
aid  his  popularity,  rather  than  excite  censure  upon 
bis  conduct ;  but  that  this  would  give  us  no  se- 
curity that  his  private  correspondences  were^ 
ihe  same  tenor. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  he  did  not  espect  the  gea- 
tleman  from  Massachusetts  to  pass  any  eulogy  on 
the  gentleman  in  question,  the  terms  he  used  were 
such  as  he  should  nave  expected  from  him  to  con- 
vey the  sentiment  which  oe  had  expressed. 

Mr.  N.  saidg  he  meant  to  convey  this  idea  only ; 
that  nothing  is  known  of  this  man,  that  can  either 
criminate  bis  conduct  or  bis  views.  He  woul4 
say  further ;  that  nothing  is  known  which  con 
implicate  any  other  person  in  the  matter.  Tet, 
thoueh  no  human  creature  knew  of  the  voyuo^ 
or  advised  it,  so  far  as  the  design  and  end  oTit 
bad  come  to  his  knowled^  he  was  willing  lo  boar 
his  share  of  the  blame  of  it. 

Mr.  N.  feared  another  effect  from  a  law  of  this 
kind.  As  it  would  seem  to  attach  some  degreaof 
guilt,  not  only  to  the  person  who  was  lately  in 
France,  but  also  to  all  the  friends  of  peace  in  this 
country,  it  might  excite  a  suspicion  against  any 
overtures  of  peace  which  may  come  from  France, 
so  that  the  Government  may  not  be  farced  to  meet 

Qeotlemen  might  charge  him  with  making  irri- 
tating speeches ;  out  he  tell  himself  bound  to  say, 
that  ue  general  operation  of  this  law  will  be,  to 
blend  innocent  and  bad  actions  togelher,  and  to 
bring  into  disrepute  every  possible  eSect  that  can 
be  attributed  to  good  actions. 

Mr.  N.  said  be  must  be  pardoned  for  believing 
that  the  present  slate  of  things  is  too  agreeable  to 
many  gentleman  in  this  Hous&  and  out  of  it,  to 
be  willingly  parted  wiih.  He  had,  for  six  years 
past,  been  witness  to  the  earnest  desire  which  has 
existed  in  these  eentlemen  to  create  armies  and 
navies ;  and  for  three  years  past  he  hod  seen  with 
what  pleasure  they  had  viewed  a  state  of  things 
which  afforded  them  plausible  ground,  at  leut, 
for  carrying  their  schemes  into  effect. 

Mr.  N.said,he  was  fortunate  enough  to  find  that 
this  was  not  a  mere  party  impression  in  himself, 
but  that  these  gentlemen  do  really  feel  satisfac- 
tion io  the  present  slate  of  things. 

In  confirmation  of  this  opinion,  he  read  an  ex- 
tract from  a  poetical  work  which  has  lately  m«d« 
its  appearance  in  Connecticut. 

It  nas  been  too  much  the  theory  of  writers  upon 
Governments  tike  ours,  to  say  that  the  Executiv«. 
is  always  prone  to  war.  If  tnere  be  any  truth  ia 
this  assertion,  however,  have  we  not  good  cause 
at  present  to  keepi^  watchful  eye  in  this  respect  t 
For,  if  we  go  to  war,  it  will  be  a  war,  of  all  others, 
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calculated  to  answer  the  purpose  of  persoos  in 
power,  as  it  will  be  a  war  without  dangei ;  its 
ooly  efiect  will  be  upon  the  pockets  of  the  people. 
He£aiii,withoutdBogeT,for  he  did  not  believe  tbere 
is  a  man  in  ihe  UaitHl  Staleawho  seriously  dreads, 
or  even  the  most  distaiitly  expects,  an  invasion 
from  France.  Therefore,  al!  the  indaceioeiits 
which  erer  did  operate  npon  an  Executive  to  wish 
for  Buch  a  crisis,  may  have  full  exercise  at  present 
There  is  another  object  conched  under  this  law, 
and  that  is,  it  will  bring  censure  on  all  the  acts 
which  can  flow  from  it,  and  prevent  the  people  of 
this  country  from  suspecting  the  Government  of 
doing  wrong  in  acting  so  much  on  party  prinei- 
ples  with  respect  to  Prance. 

If  the  person  who  lately  went  to  France,  went 
with  innocent  intentions,  as  he  believed  he  did, 
what  result  may  be  drawn  from  his  voyage?  That, 
ifmoreattentionhad  been  paid  to  the  political  opin- 
ions of  the  men  employed  to  treat  with  France, 
theway  miffht  hare  been  paved  for  opening  a  nego- 
tiation, and  before  this  time  wr  might  have  been 
W  peace.  He  was  far  from  justifying  the  French 
Government  in  their  refusal  to  treat  with  our 
Hinisters,  on  account  of  their  private  political 
opinions ;  but,  he  said,  if  there  are  able  and  honest 
men  in  thiscountry,  whose  sentiments  would  have 
been  more  congenial  to  the  men  in  power  in 
Pr&nce,  and  who  mi^ht  have  been  bound  down  by 
iuBtmctions,  this  objeciion  would  have  been  obvi- 
ated, and  the  probability  is,  that  men  of  this  kind 
would  have  been  received. 

Mr.  N.  coQclnded,  by  saying  that,  seeing  no  case 
tipgn  which  it  couid  operate,  the  only  case  brought 
forward  bv  the  advocates  oi  it,  on  which  it  could 
act.  would  not  be  deterred  by  its  penalties,  as  it 
included  so  manv  acta,  the  performance  of  which 
would  be  hoooranle ;  and,  as  he  believed  it  would 
have  a  bad  effect,  and  a  rerjr  bad  one,  he  hoped  it 
would  not  pass. 

Mr.  BjiYARD  said,  he  came  to  the  Hotiae  this 
morning  without  Ihe  least  expectation  of  the  op- 
position to  this  bill  being  renewed.  He  thought 
gentlemen  had  exhausted  their  opposition  and 
tneir  iU-iyill  in  the  debates  which  oad  already 
taken  place.  He  found  however,  that  their  per- 
tinacity, and  he  might  say  obatiaacy,  still  con- 
tinued. 

Mr.  B.  coald  not  conceive  that  a  bill  could  be 
founded  on  sounder  or  more  politic  principles  than 
this  bilL  On  this  account,  he  was  surprised  at  the 
first  opposiiion  which  was  made  to  iL  Indeed, 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  himself 
confessed  he  was  in  such  a  situation,  that  all  the 
advantages  of  discussion  was  in  favor  of  the  advo- 
cates of  the  bill.  When  called  upon  to  define  the 
bill,  its  friends  defined  it ;  but  they  are  told  their 
definitions  of  it  are  contradictory.  It  was  a  little 
extraordinary,  Mr.  B.  said,  that  gentlemen  should 
impute  the  obecurity  of  their  own  minds  to  others. 
He  was  confident  that  when  the  principles  of  tjii 
bill  are  attended  to  hymen  ofcominon  intellects,  its 
deaign  must  be  comprehended.  The  ofience  pro- 
posed tobe  punished  by  this  law,is  separated  only  by 
ashadefrom  treaaon;  yet  such  is  the  act  which  the 
geniiemui  from  Virginia,  in  ftk  place,  has  avow 


.  e  should  not  be  ashamed  to  do.  This  act  u 
that  of  an  individual  taking  upon  himself  to  settle 
a  dispute  with  a  foreign  Oovernment,  after  tlie 
proper  authority  in  his  own  Qovernmeni -hu 
'aioly  attempted  to  do  it.  But  it  is  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  this  act  issafu 
Tom  being  dishonorable,  thai  it  is  a  virtuous  aiil 
I  laudable  thing,  to  accommodate  national  diflet- 
inces.  If  we  are  to  admit  thai  the  sole  object  of 
such  person  was  to  settle  theae  differences,  we 
might  accede  to  the  sentiment  in  the  abstract ;  but, 
in  a  political  point  of  view,  it  cannot  beJusUGid. 
For  though  he  may  do  gooa  in  some  instancts,  he 
would  do  evil  in  others,  by  making  diseracefnl 
stipniations.  He  acknowledged  peace  to  be  a  de- 
sirable thing ;  but  the  honor  and  independence  of 
country  are  &till  more  desirable. 
Mr.  B.  was  not  unwilling  to  say,  that  hewai 
satisfied  with  the  present  state  of  (bings;  becatiK 
we  had  only  the  election  of  evils,  viz;  either  to 
surrender  our  independence  and  pay  a  tribute^  oi 
prenare  to  resist.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
IS  mssatisfied  with  this  state  of  things ;  it  may  be 
inferred,  therefore,  that  his  choice  would  hare 
been  to  nave  paid  a  humiliating  and  ruinous  trib- 
ute, and  he  was  willing  to  give  him  his  eleciion- 
But  further,  with  respect  to  this  abstract questim; 
is  it  possible  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  csn 
seriously  avow  a  belief,  that  an  individual  bai  a 
risht  to  assume  this  power  to  negotiate?  For 
what  purpose  have  we  an  Executive  and  foreign 
Ministers,  if  any  unauthorized  individual  may  as- 
sume the  power  placed  in  them  1  As  (a  this  ob- 
ject of  negotiation  for  a  peace,  as  he  had  already 
stated,  it  might  be  purchased  at  too  great  a  price. 
With  respect  to  the  individual  alluded  tOj  we  ire 
in  a  state  of  darkness. ,  Whether  his  object  was 
honorable,  or  not,  we  cannot  telL  How  far  he 
was  connected  with  other  persons,  is  uncettsiii. 
The  House  had  heard,  indeed,  disavowals  oti  thii 
floor  which  he  was  willing  should  go  oat  toa 
credulous  community.  As  to  his  own  opintoD,  it 
was  a  matter  of  faith  which  he  was  not  obliged  to 
disclose,  it  must  be  clear  to  every  reasonable 
man,  that  a  law  of  this  kind  is  necessary  as  a  bar- 
rier to  guard  against  an  arrogatjon  of  power  in 
public  factions.  Is  the  offence  proposed  to  be  pun- 
ished by  this  bill  a  crime  or  not  ?  If  it  1<,  it  » 
the  intention  of  Congress  to  define  it  better  than 
it  stands  upon  common  law  principles.  If  it  is  act 
a  crime,  it  is  the  intention  of  Congress  to  make  it 
one,  since  the  most  deplorable  consequences  may 
be  prevented  by  it. 

Mr.  B.  would  imagine,  for  a  moment,  that  the 
agent  alluded  to,  bad  negotiated  on  different 
ground  from  what  he  had  done.  He  believed  thai 
every  one  was  satisfied,  that  the  most  liberal 
terms  were  offered  by  our  Commissioners,  and  tbe 
greatest  exertions  made  by  them  to  settle  odt  dif- 
ferences with  France.  The  gentleman  from  Peon- 
sylvania  himself  brought  forward  a  resolutioa 


The  8pB4KEn  said,  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware must  recollect  under  what  circumstance 
ihJH  happened.  It  was  with  closed  doors,  ana 
therefore  could  not  be  adverted  to. 
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Mr.  Bavabd  Mid,  he  did  not  need  ifaii  authority 
to  confina  his  remaik.  There  cguld  be  no  doubt 
thai  these  Minister*  poM«sMd  a  sincere  desire  to 
settle  tbe  existiog  diapuiei  between  the  two  eoun- 
iriei,  if  it  could  be  done  wiib  honor.  This  was 
fiMind  impossible ;  and  yet,  after  all  this,  a  sliigle 
individual.  Dot  ■ppointed  by  the  Admin istntioD, 
thinks  he  can  accompliih  what  the  whole  Qov~ 
ernm^t  could  not  do.  and  goes  to  Fiance  under 
this  idea.  And  can  it  be  right  that  so  indiridual 
(boaU  go  and  oflei  terms  m  peace,  which  could 
hare  no  other  eflect  than  to  excite  that  clamor  at 
home  which  the  gentleman  from  Vi^inia  has 
Wen  pleaoed  to  say  is  the  object  of  this  bill,  bjr 
m"'r'»g  it  appear  that  there  is  an  unwillingness 
in  the  Gorernment  to  make  peace.  But  suppoae 
a  Treaty  ot  Peace  was  negotiated  by  an  indivi- 
dnal  thus  silusled,  and  Ooternment  rhould  not 
ufvoTB  of  it,  it  would  be  thrown  out  to  the  peo- 
ple as  a  bone  of  coateotioD,  the  consequences  of 
which  would  be  that  one  party  in  the  United 
Btates  would  say  that  the  terms  ought  to  be  ac- 
cepted, and  the  other  that  they  ought  not ;  so  that 
a  rash  step  of  this  kind  might  infolve  the  coiU' 
try  ID  a  ciTil  war.  Mr.  B.  .concluded  by  saying, 
that  he  thought  the  bill  was  founded  in  juitioe 
and  policy,  sad  he  hoped  it  would  pass. 

Mr.  R.  WiLLiAHa  said,  the  Rentlemsn  last  up 
lappoaed  all  opposition  to  this  bill  had  Dubiidea. 
He  anew  not  what  had  induced  this  belief,  except 
it  was  thofight  that  a  want  of  the  probability  of 
■access  would  induce  members  to  neglect  their 
duty.  For  bis  own  part,  he  would  never  cease  to 
oppose  a  meaaare  so  franghl  with  mischief  as  this 
bill  appeared  to  be. 

It  might  001  be  amiss,  Mr.  W.  said,  to  take  a 
relrospeetive  view  of  this  bill.  The  resolutian 
which  was  origionlly  brought  forward  proposed 
to  amend  the  sedition  law.  But  now  toe  oiU  is 
brought  in,  we  find  it  is  not  in  conformity  to  the 
resolution,  but  a  bill  for  the  punishment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  therein  mentioned.  How  this  hap- 
pened he  could  not  tell.  He  roted  for  the  reso- 
Iniion,  as  be  wished  to  see  a  report  on  the  subject, 
and  had  no  objectioo  to  a  law  which  should  pun- 
ish osarpations  of  Execntire  authority.  But  now 
the  bill  is  before  the  House,  it  is  seeo  that  usui- 
patioD*  of  Executive  anthoriiy  are  not  proposed 
u>  be  ponished,  but  persons  who  shall  carry  on 
any  verbal  or  written  correspondence  or  iater- 
coane  with  any  foreign  Government,  &c. 

This  iDteieouTse,  which  is  to  be  punished,  Is  of 
a  rerv  extensive  latitude.  If  a  citizen  should  at 
any  time  have  it  in  biu  power  to  prevail  upon  s 
foreign  Govemment  to  relax  its  measures  towards 
OS,  this  is  to  be  deemed  a  crime  by  this  bill ;  be- 
cause, say  gentlemen,  it  is  an  osarpt^tioo  of  power 
lodged  in  the  Executive,  who,  as  it  respects  all 
negotiation,  is  the  representative  of  the  nation. 
Bat,  Mid  M*.  W.,  have  the  people  deprived  them- 
selves of  all  power  to  speak,  when  their  speaking 
can  do  DO  possible  harm,  but  good  to  iheir  coun- 
try. It  does  not  follow  that  oecaose  the  people 
have  del^ated  a  certain  portion  of  power  to  the 
Bxecntive,  ibat  they  have  deprived  tnemselves  of 
lU  power  or  interfcnuce,  wnieo  that  ioterfereaee 


..  for  their  own  interesL  He  shotitd  have  no  ob- 
jection to  a  law  CO  punish  any  man  who  should 
attempt  to  usurp  the  Executive  authority,  or  who 
should  so  interfere  in  any  dispute  with  a  foreign 
Oovernment  as  to  defeat  the  operations  of  our 
Qovernment.  Bat  gentlemen  say.  "  No ;  the  act 
itself,  whether  good  or  bad,  shall  be  punished." 
What  does  this  amount  to,  said  Mr.  W.,  b 


ihall  be  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  apply- 
property  woich  may  be  unjustly  kept  from 
him  byaforeigD Qovernment, andupoQ the recov^ 


ery  of  which  the  existence  of  his  family  may 
depend  1  Mr.  W.  mentioned  the  case  of  a  perstMh 
applying  to  a  foreign  Governmentto  raise  an  em- 
■mt^o,  in  order  to  recover  his  veeael,  which  would 
be  uduencing  the  measures  of  the  foreign  GoT^ 
ernment,  and  coniequeaily  come  within  this  taw. 

It  had  been  said  that  peace  might  be  procured 
by  dishonorable  means,  and  that  if  an  individual 
were  to  have  the  privilege  to  make  peace,  he 
might  make  war  also.  But,  said  Mr.  W.,  an  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  Bccommodaie  gentlemen 
in  this  respect,  by  declaring  that  where  the  act  of 
an  individual  defeats  the  design  of  the  Bxeen- 
tive,  we  are  willing  it  should  be  considered  crimi- 
nal ;  but  they  will  not  coitsent  to  this.  He  wotild 
consent  even  to  punish  an  individual  who  should 
defeat  the  Executive  in  bringing  on  an  honorabla 
war,  as  it  is  termed,  but  all  this  will  not  do.  Tiiia 
does  not  appear  to  be  the  design  of  the  bill.  It 
had  often  been  said,  in  this  House,  that  there  WM 
a  party  who  wished  to  restrain  the  Sxecutive  so 
as  to  stop  the  wheels  of  Qovernment ;  hut  in  thai 
iikstance  gentlemen  propose  to  punish  a  person  ttm 
aiding  the  Executive.  It  appears,  therefore,  thM 
the  bill  is  intended  solely  to  increase  Executive 
induence,  let  the  eonsequenoes  be  what  they  wilL 
The  Qovernment  of  the  United  States  has  said, 
that  from  the  treatment  which  our  Envoys  have 
received,  no  further  negotiation  with  France  can 
take  place.  Could  it  then  be  criminal,  when 
national  pride  has  said  that  no  further  negoiiatioa 
can  take  place,  in  an  individual,  to  tall  tbe  French 
Government  on  what  terms  peace  may  be  madef 
One  would  think  not ;  yet,  by  this  law,  such  a 
man  would  be  a  criminal.   . 

So  far  as  this  law  goes  to  constrae  certain  acts 
criminal,  it  is  a  departure  from  all  usage,  in  order 
to  discover  what  is  criminal  and  what  is  inno- 
cent. When  we  wish  to  know  whether  an  act  is 
criminal  or  not,  we  inquire  if  it  has  produced  anr 
mischief.  In  the  present  case  no  evil  is  assigned. 
The  offences  are  an  attempt  to  procure  peace  fot 
the  country  ;  to  obuin  a  restoration  of  property, 
a  release  of  seamen,  or  a  recovery  of  debts.  The 
people  of  this  country  never  contemplated  theoe 
acts  as  offences. 

This  bill,  thoush  the  Eentlemsn  who  reportad 
it  said  tbat  it  had  no  re^rence  to  any  particalu 
case,  appears  to  bave  been  produced  by  the  heat 
of  tbe  moment.  No  one  would  ever  bave  dreuni 
of  the  things  described  in  this  bill  being  offencM, 
if  nothing  bad  happened  to  move  their  passiooo. 
The  first  feature  of  the  bill  has  a  direct  allasion 
to  a  late  transaction,  and  takes  from  the  people  of 
these  States  a  power  which  they  never  meant  to 
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-^Me^te — ibat  or  seeking  tbeir  own  interest  by^ 
their  owd  meaas.  Il  has  been  inlroduced,  like 
some  others  of  late,  on  a  plausible  reaolution ; 
bnt  when  ibe  bill  icseir  appears,  it  is  found  to  vio- 
^t«  the  most  sacied  rights  01*  the  people.  Tbe 
bill,  which  it  was  said  this  was  intenaed  to  amend, 
waa  introduced  in  the  same  way.  ll  waa  on  a 
reeolution  foF  the  puuisbmeat  of  cedition.  Every 
one  allowed  sedition  ought  to  be  punished ;  but 
«hen  the  bill  m*  brought  in,  it  was  found  to  re- 
-strict  the  liberty  of  tbe  press  ;  and  tbe  preaeni  bill, 
-ioaiead  of  punisbing  usurpations  of  Executive 
'-mthority,  as  originally  proposed,  goes  to  punish 
individuals  for  honesily  seeking  for  tbeir  own. 

Mr.  W.  said  it  appeared  to  bitn,  that  if  tbis  bill 
passed,  it  would  establish  a  dangerous  principle, 
via:  that  an  individual  may  be  prerenied  from 
oarryiug  on  any  verbal  or  written  correspondence 
01  intercourse  with  any  foreign  Government  re- 
specting his  own  private  concerns,  lest  he  should 
influence  the  measures  of  that  Qovernment  in 
Khtion  to  any  dispntes  or  controversies  with  tbe 
Uniled  Stacea.  If  we  have  the  power  to  deprive 
an  individual  of  this  right,  I  do  not  see  wby  we 
may  not  also  deprive  an  individual  of  seeking; 
ledreas  for  an  injury  at  home,  lest,  in  any  possi- 
Ue  manner,  he  should,  in  doing  so,  affect  the  Gov- 
•voment  of  the  United  States.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, tbe  bill  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  GBiawoLD  observed,  that  the  gentleman 
tut  up  had  found  fault  with  the  manner  in  which 
Ibis  bill  had  been  introduced.  It  was  true,  that 
Ike  instructions  to  the  committee  were  to  consider 
dM  proprietr  of  amending  a  certain  act,  or  of 
yroriding  otner  punishments  for  the  contemplated 
offence.  Th«  committee,  believing  that  a  sepa- 
rele  law  would  best  answer  tbe  purpose,  and  that 
the  resolution  gave  tliem  power  to  draw  a  separate 
hUl,  had  so  reported.  If  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  nad  thought,  in  doing  ao,  that  the 

imitlee  had  excei  ■    ■   -■    "  .  .      .  - 

.  .1*  ought  certainlj 
eftrlier  stage  of  the  I 

The  principle  of  this  bill,  Mr.  O.said,  had  been 
very  Irequently  extdained,  and  must  be  perfectly 
well  understood,  lis  «bject  must  be  known  to  be 
to  prevent  all  interference  with  the  Executive 
power  in  our  foreign  iutercourse.  If  this  object 
eannol  be  justified,  then  the  bill  is  bad.  Have  not 
the  people,  said  be,  delegated  this  power  to  the 
Bxecutivei  Has  not  every  individual  done  this, 
■nd  therefore  deprived  himself  of  the  power  by 
the  delegation,  which  he  has  no  right  to  resume? 
No  gentleman  can  say  he  has.  The  principle 
woufd  be  a  dangerous  one,  because,  if  one  man 
may  do  it,  any  man  may  do  it ;  and  if  it  be  done 
for  oneobject,  it  may  be  done  forauother.  Thi 
ran  be  no  limitation  to  it.  And  it  certainly  would 
1m  dangerous  to  entrust  individuals  to  exercise  a 

Cwer  of  such  m^ilude~a  power  in  which  the 
nor  and  dearest  interests  at  the  country  are 
intimately  concerned.    He  should  himself  be 
jnuch  opposed  to  the  interference  of  an  individual 
to  promote  peace  as  to  procure  war,  because  he 
ihoiigfai  both  equally  an  usarpaiion  of  Executiv 


Mr.  Q.  said,  he  would  not  detain  the  Houie  by 
further  observations,  because  he  believed  the  sHb- 
perfectly  understood  ;  but  gentlemen  say 
'the  hill  goes  too  far,  as  it  will  prevent  individniu 
from  pursuing  their  claims  upon  a  foreign  Qov- 
ernment. If  It  did  this,  he  should  acknowledgeit 
did  what  was  wrong; ;  but  it  did  not ;  it  lays  no 
restrictions  upon  individuals  in  the  prosecuiionof 
their  individual  claims.  He  need  do  no  more  ihaB 
appeal  to  the  candor  of  gentlemen  themselves,  by 


al  under  this  law  for  a  mere  'personal  applicaltoa 
to  a  foreign  Government  for  a  restoration  o(  his 
property,  for  the  release  of  seamen,  or  for  ttaepay- 
ment  of  his  debts?  If  gentlemen  do  say  that  a 
court  would  thus  act,  they  would  say  what  hedid 
not  believe  they  would  say. 
Mr.  PiNCKRGT  observed,  that  if  he  had  not  ben 
member  of  the  committee  who  reported  ihisbill, 
_tid  if  he  did  not  rise  in  its  support,  it  might  be 
supposed  be  shrunk  from  the  investigation,  be 
should  not  have  troubled  the  House  with  an* 
farther  remarks  upon  it.  But  being  thus  situated, 
he  must  take  leave  to  offer  his  sentiments  npin 
what  had  fallen  from  the  gentlemen  opposed  to 
the  bill  this  morning. 

The6r!>l  gentleman  up, from  Virginia, (Mr.Bs- 
ai.ii9T0n,)  seemed  to  think  this  bill  Buneeessary 
and  improper,  because  it  proposes  to  punish  for- 
eign iotriguo,  and  he  does  not  think  ttiere  is  any 
foreign  intrigue  in  these  States ;  that  he  is  ready 
to  vouch  for   his  own  Slate,  and  supposes  olbci 

Sntlemen  are  equally^  ready  to  vouch  for  ikein- 
i  alluded  to  this  subject  becanse  il  had  relitioa 
to  what  had  been  said  about  tbe  diplomitic  skill 
of  France  by  a  gentleman  from  PennKy]nDii,on 
a  former  oecanon.  It  had  been  said  that  no 
charge  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  made  agiinM 
France,  because  they  had  displayed  the  vresIHl 
ignorance  in  this  respect,  in  relation  to  toe  Min- 
isters which  had  been  sent  to  this  country.  But 
Mr.  P,  apprehended  that  this  failure  in  the  diplo- 


their  side  of  the  water  as  to  the  true  state  of  Ame- 
rica, and  from  no  wast  of  a  wish  on  their  part  to 
employ  every  means  of  diplomatic  skill  in  that 
power  to  divide  the  people  of  this  country  from 
their  Ooverament.  Certain  it  is  that  iheir  skill 
did  not  succeed  to  the  extent  of  their  wirhes.  Bat 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  must  have  re- 
collected a  letter  written  by  the  Minister  of  For- 
eign Af&irs  of  France,  fwhich  had  appeared  in 
all  the  papers,)  addressed  to  tbe  pnblie  agents  of 
that  country  in  forNgn  nations,  on  this  point  of 
diplomatic  skill.  It  is  true  that  he  does  not  pub- 
licly direct  them  to  use  undue  means,  but  he  di- 
rects them  to  use  all  the  means  in  their  power  to 
cause  the  French  Republic  to  be  respected.  Thii 
shows  that  the  diplomatic  skill  of  France  has  n« 
been  idle,  but  that  their  public  agents  have  b«ii 
directed  to  do  all  iu  their  power  to  iofinence  tbe 
people  of  the  ecu  n  tries  .where  they  reside  in  favor 
of  France. 
It  was  scarcely  neeeaany,  Mr.  P.  said,  to  np»t 


.dbyGoogle 


MM 


JimrABT,  1799.] 


HISTORY  OF  CONOBSSa 

Vfurpatbm  of  ExtevUve  AtMoritf. 


MIO 


what  h*d  been  so  rrHtwndy  lUied  on  thin  floor 
with  respect  to  the  state  of  Europe,  and  to  show 
the  efiects  vhich  an  exercise  of  this  skill  has  pro- 
duced thei«.  He  wduM  not  repeat  what  had  been 
Mid  OB  this  subject,  bul  btrely  state  that  the  pte- 
■enl  Biliiaiioii  of  Burope  does  show,  and  thai  most 
forcibly,  that  there  is-  as  eril  existing,  which  it  is 
thoe  for  all  nalions  to  prepare  agaiosi.  It  is  an 
eril  which  haa  arisen  out  of  the  late  Terolniionarr 
xtaie  (rf  things.  This  evil  is  do  less  than  an  en- 
dearor  on  the  part  ofoBeQorernnient,by  meanaof 
iu  divlofnatic  ^11,  to  omaetall  the  (JoTerements 
wfaicB  do  not  eoDcnr  with  them  in  its  mad  career. 
It  b  beeoBie  necessary,  therefore,  for  as,  in  eom- 
non  with  other  nations,  to  gaard  affainit  this  eril, 
and  to  oppose  it  by  stieb  barrien  as  are  within 
oat  power.  Uoon  this  footing  the  bill  now  before 
the  Hooae  tnignt  be  juitifted,  if  bo  ineonvetiieneeB 
bad  already  been  experienced,  which  make  such 
a  law  neeessarr. 

Bai  the  gentleman  frooi  Virginia  says,  no  dao' 
ger  can  be  apprehended  from  this  evil  in  Inisconn- 
try,  and  therefore  this  bill  i«  iraneeeisary.  But, 
aid  Mr.  P.,  it  is  better  that  we  should  be  prepar- 
ed a^ioM  an  eril  that  may  happen,  than  run  the 
risk  of  the  eril  coming  npon  <u  when  nnprepaKd 
to  meet  it.  If  there  is  no  deliaqaency  against  the 
lall,  there  caa  be  no  panishment.  no  oppression 
nider  it ;  and  if  there  should  be  any  correspaod- 
raee  carried  on,  npon  which  it  ought  to  operate, 
it  will  doabtless  be  allowed  the  person  carryitw 
on  aoeli  correspondence  ooght  to  be  panisheiT 
The  aentleman  went  on  to  state,  that  this  bill 
woaldteBd  to  prerent  a  free  inrestieation  of  pub- 
He  meaaiires,  and  <if  the  oondDcl  o?  pablic  men. 
Mr.  P.  conld  not  see  how  this  remark  could  ap- 
ply u  this  bill;  it  might  hare  done  very  well 
a^nst  the  sedition  bill,  bat  ooald  not  hare  aay 
connexion  with  this. 

Tbe  Dcxtgentleman  fnm  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nicbo- 
i^tt,)  has  repeated  the  obserratioo  o<  the  ^tle- 
aiaa  from  PenDsylTHoia  with  respect  to  the  ineon- 
sistency  itf  the  eoaduet  of  those  who  support  this 
bill.  He  thought  this  argument  had  been  so  fully 
answered  by  the  gentleman  horn  Gonneeticut 
resterdaj^,  that  nothing  farther  need  be  said  apon 
It.  Bni  it  is  again  repented  that  there  is  no  crim- 
iiulity>iB  the  acts  proposed  to  be  punished,  and 
'■"  It  the  adrocates  of  the  bill  hare  not  "- "-'- 


on  those  who  hare  been  appointed  by  the  people 
to  administer  tbe  Oorernmentl  If  snch  an  act 
produces  any  effect  at  all,  it  must  produce  a  bai 
one.  Any  sensible  Qorernment  must  either  lanffh 
at  such  a  man  as  mad,  or  conclude  that  he  is  Ine 
agent  of  a  deep-rooted  party  apposed  to  the  Qor- 
ernment of  the  country  from  whence  he  comas. 
And  eertainly  ao  indiridual  ou^ht  to  be  permit- 
ted to  do  an  aet  with  impanity  which  m^hf 
throw  so  great  a  contempt  npon  the  OotemmeM 
of  his  conntrr. 

A*  mnch  bad  ban  said  about  the  ^enlleinaB 
lately  in  France,  )u  wotild  slate  it  as  huopiaioa, 
that  that  |eaileaten  did  not  riew  the  matter  in 
this  point  of  light  Personally,  Mr.  P.  said,  he 
considered  himself  as  under  oUigatioB  toihat  gen- 
tlemaiL  and  nothing  hot  what  he  eonceired  to  be 
the  pnblio  interest  cotild  bare  induced  him  to 
hare  remarked  npon  a  conduct  which  he  consid- 
ered as  calculated  to  bring  the  greatest  miachieft 


ed  into  the  House  with  no  other  view  than  to  raiae 
a  clamor  in  the  country  agntnU  gentleoMa  of  a 
certain  political  opinioo.  If,  howerei,  there  is  a 
great  eril  existing,  to  which  it  is  proper  to  apply 
a  remedy,  he  thought  it  would  have  been  mote 
fkir  to  hare  attributed  the  motive  of  the  gentle- 
man to  this  cause.  But  why  is  it  supposed  thM 
this  bill  is  intended  to  raise  a  clamor  afaiasi  pep- 
Mns  of  a  particular  descriptioaf  Why  is  the 
Kentleman  from  Virginia  aifraid  of  thtaelamorl 
What  can  be  his  objeetimi  to  meet  it  1  If  an  ifr- 
diridnal  has  (foua  forward  of  his  own  mere  Dolioa 
and  doneaa  improperthiag,  no  mischief  can  aria* 
to  thoee  who  hare  had  no  concern  in  it.    Tbe 

3 people  of  tbe  United  Stales  are  not  to  be  duped 
mete  rague  reports.  If  geatlemeo  are  aecoa- 
with  being  priry  to  ttie  business,  will  they  not 
say.  let  ^entlemBo  who  say  this,  come  forward 
with  ptoott  The  people  could  not,  b«  beltered, 
be  so  eaailr  led  away  by  unfounded  assertion,  an 
some  gentlemen  seem  to  imagiBe.  But  the  gea- 
tlemaa  says,  this  bill  will  hare  a  tendency  to 
bring  into  disrepnte  good  actions.  If  the  gentla- 
(Dan  coBceircs  the  act*  guarded  against  by  this  bill 
as  good,  he  for  himself  should  beconteotedto  hare 
ifaem  broDght  into  disrepute. 

D  a  former  debate,  Mr.  P.  said^  a  ;great  distine- 


to  shtrw  that  any  moral  turpitude  is  attached  to  i  tion  had  been  made  between  an  individual  actiag 

"  "    ■  '    '    "      in  his  owa  bebair,  in  a  dispute  between  bis  own 

GDvemment  and  another,  and  one  deputed  by  a 

Mr.  P.  gave  reasons,  which  have  formally 

igned,  why  both  are  equally  criminal;  and 


roposed  to  be  punished. 

eactb        ■       ■    ■ 

asked 

an  iBdividoal  could  undei 


to  be  c 


Erecntive  funclioni?  If  an  individual  goes  for- 
ward to  a  foreign  Qorernment  to  negotiate  on 
national  eoneems,  what  answer  could  ne  give  to 

aach  a  Qoreromeni,  when  he  was  SMcd,  "  Upon  ;  i-  ■>  ■>  ««  «"7  lutuiv  time,  a  t™'*j   auuuxi^  vt>«« 
whatanthoriiy  do  yon  come  7"    He  must  say,  "I  i  which  shall  attempt  to  divest  the  Bxecutire  of 


O. 


he  thongbt  the  acknowledgment  that  this  eoDdnet 
would  be  wrong  in  a  party,  was  a  tacit  confeasion 
that  it  is  WTons  in  an  indiridual.  For,  said  Mr. 
P..  if  at  any  future  time,   a  party  ahauld   arise 


hare  no  power,  I  am  oadelegated;  but 
ministration  is  either  week  or  wicked,  and  will 
act  do  what  is  for  the  interest  of  tbe  country,  and 
therefore  I  come,  because  I  think  myself  more 
wise,  and  better  disposed  to  serre  my  eonnlry 
than  iu  constituted  authorities."  And  is  there  no 
etmuaaliiy,  uM  Mr.  P.,  in  thus  (hrowisg  ecBsaie 


any  part  of  his  eoitstituted  authorityi  if  they  si 
wish  to  carry  on  a  negotiation  with  a  fotcigB 
Power,  can  it  be  expected  it  will  be  done  in  aa 
open  manner?  Certainly  not.  A  party  thus  dia- 
paead  wonld  aet  so  secretly,  that  probably  no  per- 
son hat  the  a^t  employM  eoald  be  disaartaed; 
so  that  ihwe  is  ira  way  or  prerantiiw  snoh  a  eoa- 
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mnoicatioD  being  earned  on,  but  by  making  the 
risk  loq  great  for  any  iDdinilua]  to  anderiake  a 
business  of  (his  kiod. 

Mr.  P.  thougbt  ibe  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia had  deviated  a  little  from  the  present  ques- 
tion, in  making  use  of  an  ezpression  which  ought 
not  to  pass  unnoticed.  Me  nad  slated  that,  fruEu 
the  effect  which  had  been  produced  by  a  late  em- 
busy,  ii  appeared  that  if  persons  of  a  different 
political  opinion  had  been  employed  by  oar  Qov- 
ttnmentj  a  peace  might  have  Men  obtained.  To 
what,  said  Mr.  P.,  does  this  amount?  Does  it  not 
amouikt  to  wb9t  we  have  seen  elsewhere,  viz:  that 
the  French  ought  to  have  been  indulged  in  the 
hoice  of  our  agents? 

^Mt.  NicaoLAB  said  that  bis  remarks  were  ap- 
plied to  the  oriffinal  appointment  of  our  Gommis- 
■iouen;  for,  aAer  objections  had  been  made  to 
them  by  the  French,  on  account  of  their  political 
opinions,  be  would  not  have  changed  them.J 

If,  continued  Mr.  P.^  a  Governmeat,  in  its  ap- 
pointment of  foreign  Ministers,  is  to  consider  only 
what  will  be  agreeable  to  the  foreign  Govern 
to  whom  they  tend  them,  and  appoint  only 
persons  as  will  be  pleasing  lo  them,  it  would 
ter  not  whether  the  demand  was  made  ot  _  . 
On  the  contrary  Mr.  P.  was  of  opinion,  that  a 
OoTemment  ought  only  to  consider  who  afe  the 
persons  who  will  best  transact  the  business  of  the 
country,  and  not  who  are  most  in  favor  of  the 
Government  to  which  they  go;  because  it  is  natu- 
ral to  suppose  that  petaons  most  in  favor  with  a 
foreign  country,  will  be  most  disposed  to  favor 
that  country;  and  it  is  also  natural  to  suppose 
that  such  penons  will  have  an  undue  bias  on  their 
minds,  and  be  disposed  to  relinquish  the  interests 
of  their  own  country  in  favor  of  that  with  which 
they  have  to  negotiate.  He  therefore  thought  the 
position  ill-founded.  He  believed  the  President. 
in  bis  choice  of  Envoys  to  the  French  Republic^ 
ms  desirous  of  choosing  men  of  iuiegriiy,  totally 
anprejudiced,  and  friends  to  their  own  Qovern- 
ateot.  Mr.  P.  believed  the  gentlemen  appoiDted 
were  of  this  description;  and  though,  said  he,  ii 
ainuatioos  have  beeit  thrown  out  in  the  puhIL 
papers  to  the  contrary,  cao  anvthing  be  collected 
nom  the  documents  on  the  table,  which  can  sup- 
porta  contrary  opinion ;  which  can  show  that  they 
possessed  any  undue  partiality  against  that  na- 
tion? He  heard  of  no  such  insinuation;  if  any 
■uch  had  been  made,  be  believed  it  would  not 
hare  been  difficult  to  have  confronted  the  charge 
by  those  papers. 

This  doctrine,  said  Mr.  P.,  has  been  carried  to  a 

Sreat  extent;  it  has  gone  lo  the  full  length  that 
le  wishes  of  the  French  Government  ought  to 
have  been  consulted  in  sending  Ministers  from 
this  country.  We  have  seen,  said  he,  a  famous 
letter  published  in  the  papers,  written  by  an  Ame- 
rican citizen '  in  France  to  a  gentleman  in  this 
eoQDtry,  (and  which  has  since  been  the  subject  of 
a  prosecution,)  in  which  this  matter  is  developed. 
This  gentleman  tells  the  world,  he  has  been  a 
fellow-laborer  with  the  heads  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, in  bringing  about  the  present  state  of 
tkings;  that  he  is  now  initmaiely  connected  with 


them.  He  tells  us  upon  what  terms  we  Duy 
make  peace  with  France — terms  which  he  b^' 
lieved  no  gentleman  in  this  House  would  be  dis- 
posed to  agree  to;  that  we  must  apologise  for  oor 
past  conduct,  and  become  tributary;  that  we  muil 
send  a  man  to  treat  who  will  be  agreeable  to  them. 
He  goes  so  far  OS  to  point  out  a  particular  charse- 
ter  whom  he  thinks  it  would  be  proper  to  seal 
And,  said  Mr.  P.,  I  think  the  writer  ealumniatM 
that  gentleman,  when  he  says  that  if  that  gentle- 
man had  gone  forward,  the  dispute  between  tha 
would  have  been  settled  in  twenty 


a  settlement  might  be  had,  and  then,  t 

Kntleman  had  been  employed,  the  dispute  would 
ve  been  settled  in  the  short  time  he  mentioni. 
The  natural  inference  ia,  that  the  gentleman  re- 
ferred to  would  have  acceded  to  those  terms.  Ml 
P.  thought  this  calumny.  He  knew  that  gentle- 
man well,  and  highly  respected  him  for  his  talents 
and  iutwriiy;  nor  did  he  believe  that  either  in 
twenty-four  hours,  or  in  twenty-four  yean,  ht 
would  have  agreed  to  any  such  terms.  No,  said 
he,  that  gentleman  has  too  great  a  regard  forbii 
country,  thus  to  barter  away  its  independence. 

He  thought  this  doctrine  of  favoring  a  foreign 
nation  in  the  choice  of  Ministers,  a  dangerous  one, 
and  had  therefore  noticed  iL 

The  gentleman  last  up  from  North  Carolina 
has  made  use  of  one  or  two  ideas  rather  extraor- 
dinary. He  says,  (hat  true  it  is,  that  this  poirer 
of  negotiation  has  been  delegated  to  the  Execuiire 
of  the  United  States,  but  be  also  says  that  tliepeo- 
pie  have  by  no  means  divested  themselves  oi  ihe 
power  of  carrying  on  negotiation,  if  they  choose  to 

[Mr.  Willi juis  said,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  had  certainly  misunderstood  him.  His 
idea  was,  that  because  the  people  have  vested  the 
Executive  with  this  power,  that  it  did  not  hvnce 
follow  that  they  had  not  a  right  to  coriespood 
with  a  foreign  Government  for  the  purpose  of 
recovering  their  own  property,  or  that  of  (heir 
friends  ] 

Upon  that  point.  Mr.  P.  said,  they  woe  pw- 
fectly  agreed,  and  this  bill  does  not  prereut  any 
such  interference ;  it  had  only  relation  to  disputes 
belweed  the  two  Governments.  These  eves,  as 
had  been  repeatedly  shown,  are  perfectly  distinct. 
But  the  gentleman  said  (if  he  did  not  also  mis- 
take him,  and  this  he  thought  connected  with  bis 
former  iiieaO  that  this  law  will  have  a  fendencf 
to  increase  Executive  influence.  If  this,  said  Mr. 
P.,  is  the  tendency  of  the  bill,  I  plead  guilty,  M 
far  as  it  goes  to  confine  (he  eiereise  of  the  powsr 
of  negotiation  to  the  Executive.  That  the  people 
shall  not  ioterfere  with  it,  sa  long  as  our  preseBt 
Constitution  lasts;  much  less  that  an  individual 
should  take  the  power  upon  himself.  Therefore 
there  is  no  argument  to  be  derived  from  that 
ground  against  this  bill. 

Mr.  P.  could  not  help  noticing,  before  be  sat 
down,  a  circumstance  which  happened  yesterday- 
Gentlemen  are  perfectly  willing  that  individuals 
should  have  an  uncontrolled  power  to  carry  oa 
any  correspondence  they  please  with  a  foreij^ 
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OoTernmpnt;  but  the 

UassBchnsetts  iatroduced  in  ameodineDi,  which 
might,  by  implication,  have  veiled  the  pawei  ta 
the  President  alone  to  harn  sent  a  MiDister,  with- 
out consDlling  theBenaie.  as  is  directed  by  tbeCon- 
ftitution,  they  immedlateiy  took  the  slafm.  What ! 
tty  they,  will  yoo  give  this  power  to  the  Pregideni 
4loae1  And  the  imeDdmeDtwa*  rejected.  This 
mtut  appear  incoosisieDt. 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  P.  said,  he  coiuidered  this 
bill  as  calculated  to  raerent  an  evil,  which^  from 
the  present  state  of  ihinKs,  does  exist;  that  it  doea 
Dot  encroach  on  iodiTiaual  righti;  that  it  will 
produce  much  ([ood,  and  no  eri^  and  therefore  he 
was  in  favor  oi  it. 

Ur.  8.  Smith  agreed  with  the  friends  of  this 
bill,  as  to  its  general  principle,  of  punishing  nsur- 
patioD*  of  the  Executive  authority.  Had  it  been 
confined  to  that  object,  he  shoald  therefore  have 
voted  for  it;  but  the  generality  of  the  expressions 
used,  wvtild  induce  him  to  vole  a^iiksE  il.  For, 
ifheanderstoodthebJllriKhij  a  private  LndiTidoal 
seeking  for  a  restoration  oi  hi.i  own  property  from 
a  foreign  Government,  would  be  liaole  to  its  pen- 
alties. It  was  possible,  however,  he  might  ba 
misuken;  if  so,  he  should  be  glad  to  be  corrected. 
He  would  stale  a  case  or  two,  which,  if  answered 
to  his  saiisfactioD,  he  would  still  vole  for  the  hill. 

Suppose  this  taw  to  be  in  force,  and,  upon  the 
arrival  of  an  American  citizen  at  Bordeaux,  he 
finds  an  embargo  laid  on  Americati  vessels,  from 
1  false  impression  taken  up  by  the  French  Qov- 


shortly  commence.  This  gentleman  being  direct 
from  America  would  be  possessed  of  the  full 
Ttews  and  feelings  of  the  American  Government 
and  people ;  and  suppose  he  were  to  stale  to  Ik 
agents  oS  the  French  QovemmeQl  (as  we  hai 
ao  Hioister  there  to  whom  he  could  apply)  thi 
they  bad  been  misinformed ;  Ibat  the  American 
Oovemment  had  no  desire  to  go  to  war ;  that  all 
s  she  had  laken  were  qjeasures  of  de- 


Preneb  privaleers,  whose  abomtnabre  conduct, 
perfaam,  they  had  not  been  informed  of.  A  man 
capable  of  making  a  fair  and  just  representation 
of  die  situation  of  thinzs,  atta  showing  ibal  all 
which  had  been  done  oy  this  Qovernmrnt  had 
been  right  and  proper,  might  find  it  alio  necessary 
to  speai  of  the  relaiiTesituationsof  iheiwo  coun- 
tries- He  might  find  it  necessary  lo  do  this,  in 
order  to  obtain  a  release  of  his  own  property. 
And  suppose,  from  his  representations,  the  French 
Oovemment  should  take  oS  the  embargo  which 
had  beeo  laid,  release  our  seamen,  and  restore  our 
pnpertT,  would  such  a  man  come  under  the  lash 
of  this  law  1  As  it  appeared  to  him,  he  woald, 
and  he  could  not  consent  to  a  law  which  should 
pvnith  sneh  a  person. 

Our  ConsnI-Gkneral  at  Paris,  he  well  knew^  is 
■ot  anthorized,  as  a  diplomatic  character,  to  m- 
leriere  in  the  existing  disputes  between  tbiseoun- 
Iry  and  France.  Suppose,  however,  he  had  come 
forward  to  the  Fieoca  Government  at  the  time 


[he  embargo  was  laid,  and,  by  luing  the  same  kind 
of  arguments  which  ne  had  supposed  to  he  used 
in  the  former  case,  which  he  had  stated,  had  con- 
vinced the  French  Government  of  the  impropriety 
of  its  conduct,  would  be  not,  by  thus  acting,  have 
made  himself  liable  to  the  operation  of  ihis  lawl 
If  so,  il  goes  farther  than  he  wished  it 

He  would  put  another  case.    Suppose  our  Min- 

ler  at  the  Hagne  should  be  applied  to  on  the  stib- 
ject  of  the  dispute*  between  the  two  Qovernmenla, 
and  should  give  such  information  with  respect  to 
the  viewv  and  conduct  of  this  Oovemment  aa 
shoald  induce  them  to  relax  in  their  measures  to- 
wards thi*  country,  would  our  Minister  at  the 
Hague  fall  under  the  penalties  of  this  lawl  H« 
believed  he  would,  though  be  might  have  been 
the  means  of  averting  a  war  from  uie  connlry.  If 
these  objections  can  be  answered  to  hi*  latiifae- 
tion,  he  would  vote  for  the  Ull;  otherwise,  b« 
would  not 

Mr.  DiNA  wished  the  law  might  have  the  credit 
which  tbe  vote  of  the  gentleman  from  Marvland 
would  stamp  upon  il ;  and,  when  he  was  ihovnt 
that  the  oases  which  he  had  stated  do  not  coma 
within  its  letter  or  its  spirit,  he  troated  he  wonld 
give  it  his  vote. 

The  first  ease  is  that  of  an  individual  merchant 
applying  to  the  French  Government  for  a  resto- 
ration of  his  own  property.  If  this  case,  said  Hi. 
D.,  could  come  within  a  &ir  eonstmclion  of  tbe 
law,  it  ought  not  to  pass;  but  if  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  will  attend  to  the  scope  and  pbra» 
seology  of  the  bill,  and  recollect  that  every  law 
must  («  explained  according  to  iis  suhj act-matter, 
that  the  law  propose*  lo  punish  only  interfereneM 
in  disputes  between  two  QoverDmenis,  he  will  be 
convinced  that  such  a  case  cannot  come  within 
the  law.   Individual  concerns  caimot  be  interfered 


Ooveroments  ci 

With  respect  to  the  ease  of  the  Consul- General, 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  miut  know  durt 
he  has  no  diplomatic  authority. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  said  he  had  so  stated  tbe  case. 

Mr.  D&NA. — As  to  applying  for  the  raising  an 
embargo,  and  liberating  seamen,  they  are  acts 
within  the  Consular  power  for  which  ha  is  ex- 
pressly appointed.  * 

As  lo  ibe  other  case,  of  a  Minister  resident  at 
tbe  Hague  being  applied  to,  he  had  no  doubt  thai 
all  our  Ministers,  being  clothed  with  the  powera 
of  the  Government,  have  a  right  to  make  such  r*- 
ptesentalions  to  any  foreign  Qovernmeni  as  shall 
be  for  the  benefit  of  thi*  connlry.  It  is  trn^  they 
have  not  the  power  to  make  a  treaty  witn  any 
other  counirj^  than  that  to  which  they  are  sent, 
but  it  is  certainly  their  duly  to  further  the  intereata 
of  their  country  in  all  cases  within  their  power. 

If  tbese  answers  prove  satisfactory  to  the  rat- 
tleman,  I  hope,  said  Mr.  D.,  that  we  shall  be  n^ 
ored  with  hi*  vote. 

Bat  gentlemen  still  insist  that  this  bill  is  in^ 
proper.  In  addition  to  what  had  been  said  by  ik* 
geniloaan  from  Bonih  CaroUna,  with  tmpMt  t» 
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At  motioD  nmde  bf  the  geDtleman  from  ManM' 
ohnsetta,  by  the  decision  upon  whicli  it  appears 
tliat  gentlemBa  are  more  willing  to  leaTe  the  j)eo- 
pte  at  large  to  execute  [his  povrer  of  n^gotiaiioo, 
Uian  suffer  tlie  President  to  exercise  ii  wiihool 
the  eoncurrence  of  the  Seaaie.  And.  proceeding 
Blill  further,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Dawboh)  moved  an  amendment,  snbjeciins  the 
PKaideot  to  the  penalties  of  this  law,  if  he  shoald 
•mploy  any  agent  to  negotiate  without  haring 
first  consnlted  the  Senate.  The  geaileman  from 
Vii^nia  voted  for  this  amendment,  after  the  Vice 
'  Pnaideot  had  been  added  to  it. 

But,  said  Mr.  D.,  what  does  all  that  we  hear 
about  peace-maker*  mean  1  Who  are  these  peace- 
Makers,  and  what  is  this  peace  they  want?  What 
is  this  meeaing?  Is  it  to  act  in  concert  with  the 
Tiews  of  theii  own  QoTernment,  oi  in  hostility  to 
iti  if  this  man  chose  to  hazard  his  reputation  by 
this  species  of  public  knight  errantry,  by  attempt- 
ing to  do  what  had  been  m  vain  attempted  by  his 
Oorernment,  why  did  he  not  apply  to  the  Execu- 
tive, and  say  to  him,  "1  am  ardently  desirous  of 
preserving  the  country  inpeace;  I  wish  to  consult 
foa  before  1  set  out  for  France,  to  see  if  I  cannot 
indnee  a  change  in  the  measures  of  that  Qovem- 
ment.  Oive  me  jonr  passport."  Where  was  the 
Aiffieulty  in  doing  thisl  None,  except  that  in 
thai  case  he  would  have  gone  by  the  permission 
of  OoTemmenE,  and  that  did  not  accord  with  his 
views.  His  object  wus  ao(,  according  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  NicB0i.Aa,}  to  make 
a  peace  which  xbould  be  agreeable  to  our  Execu- 
tive— it  was  to  force  the  Executive  to  make  a 


C 


n.  individual  wield  the  sword  of  war,  that  hi 
eiMnpel  the  Qovemnent  ?  Or  will  he  make  them« 
ashamed  of  their  conduct?  Or  is  he  the  instru- 
ment of  a  hidden  power  in  this  country,  or  of  ■ 
feveigii  Qovemment,  whose  force  our  Qovem- 
ment  cannot  withstand?  Or  is  it  bv  another 
node — which,  indeed,  is  the  most  pronable — by 
Ndacing  the  poUie  opinion ;  by  undermining  the 
pablic  confidence,  on  which  oar  Gcvernmem  rests 
for  all  its  energies?  Because  any  mau  who  knows 
uiylbing  of  onr  Constitution,  also  knows  that  the 
Oorernment  of  the  United  States  most  render 
hMoage  to  public  opinion;  that  it  cannot,  and 
ought  not  to  be  disregarded. 

But  what  is  this  public  opinion  T  It  is  the  fair 
naalt  of  the  sense  oi  the  people  at  targe,  when  the 
toath  it  fairly  known,  when  falsehood  has  been 
discarded,  and  misrepresentation  discountenanced; 
and  not  when  the  public  mind  is  disturbed,  when 
SBspicions  and  hatred  hare  been  kindled  agttinst 
OUT  Oorernment.  It  is  this  we  have  to  fear,  and 
this  is  the  danger  most  to  be  dreaded. 

And  what,  exclaimed  Mr.  D..  is  this  claim  in 
favor  of  an  otheiota  individual?  Have  not  the 
people  delegated  the  power  of  negotiating  to  the 
President?  Why,  then,  shall  a  patriot,  a  friend 
of  the  people,  usurp  it  1  No  phrase,  said  Mr.  D,, 
ia  more  abused  than  this  phnse  of  "the  people." 
Aa  used  in  the  Constitution,  no  man  could  pa^ 
^Dfe  ratpeet  to  it  than  be;  bat  not  wImu  it  u 


used  to  mean  a  few  individuals,  a  club,  or  a  small 
section  of  the  people.  It  is  clear  that  an  indivi- 
dual taking  upon  himself  a  power  which  has 
already  been  del^ated  to  a  constituted  authority, 
usurps  that  authority,  and  if  he  has  ever  taken  an 
oath  to  support  the  Constitution,  be  violates  that 
oaih. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  addition  to 
his  remarks,  had  made  a  general  charge  against 
the  friends  of  this  bill,  by  declaring  it  to  be  hb 
opinion  that  they  had  brought  it  forward  for  the 
purpose  of  exciting  clamor  against  their  political 
opponents,  that  they  might  the  better  effect  their 

Birpose  of  getting  the  country  inrolved  in  war. 
e  had  thought  this  cant  of  "war"  had  been  out 
of  date;  thai  by  this  time  there  was  no  American 
who  would  not  rather  submit  to  the  evils  of  war 
than  submit  to  the  payment  of  French  tribute,  to 
French  arltflce,  and  French  usurpation.  Let 
ibem  have  war,  said  Mr.  D.,  if  they  want  it ;  we 
will  neither  shrink  from  it,  nor  court  it. 

But  the  gentleman  says  there  is  a  eeceral  dis- 
position for  war  in  a  majority  of  this  House ;  and, 
m  order  to  support  this  opinion,  he  has  had  re- 
coune  to  a  poetical  work,  which  has  lately  made 
its  appeaTHUce  in  the  Slate  from  which  he  (Mr. 
D.)  came.  But  he  complained  thai  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  had  not  slated  the  auDiority 
fairly.  He  ought  Snt  to  have  staled,  thai  for  a 
long  time  before  the  despatches  were  received  from 
our  Envoys  in  France,  many  gentlemen  in  this 
House  were  found  to  be  the  constant  apologists  for 
the  conduct  of  France,  while  theFederalifiis  were  as 
stead)!  in  condemning  their  conduct  as  infamous. 
In  this  state  of  things  the  despatches  were  re- 
ceived and  communicated  to  the  HoDse  with 
closed  doors.  This  poem  attempts  to  describe  the 
scene  which  then  took  place  r — 

"  Long  had  oar  Mniittn  of  Fea«t, 
The  iatuUt  home  of  Gaika'i  race  .■ 
Al  length,  the  Enaiyi  deign  to  leli  om, 
7A<y  had  to  deal  unlh  teunt/feUowi, 
WUk  AuttAi  and  the  fiix-head  Btatt, 
And  half  the  Alphabet  at  leait. 
The  budget  op'd,  t'n  Cot^grea,  thoui'd 
The  wh^  eanlrivanet  of  the  brood. 
And  ihtil  their  head*  were  bent  on  breiemg 

.  _  „  Fedemifiattirt  ertmm'd, 

A»d  triumph ^ou/d the  Haitaroandi 

Eaeh  Jaeoiin  pegan  to  Hir, 

And  taie,  ai  the'  on  dteMmit  ban-. 

Up  tha  long  space  from  chin  to  ftnelissJ, 

Sate  eveiy  feature  of  ths  horrid  ; 

Thieirmoon-ej'd  leaden  ttooA  like  baacans, 

Oi  as  a  drove  of  Satan's  Deacons, 

When  from  the  burning  Uka,  in  ire, 

They  set  tbgir  feel  on  solid  fiie. 

To  find  if  naror  sly  pollntion 

Could  ibLw  in  Beaven  a  revolution."' 
Mr.  D.  appealed  to  the  House  for  the  tmih  d 
the  representation,  and  apologised  fbr  having  ta- 
ken up  their  time  by  introducing  a  work  of  this 
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had ;  but  t|«  had  thouglit  it  necceaary,  ia  order  10 
convct  the  BtatenuBi  giveo  by  the  geaikanBa 
Iram  Vir^Du. 

Mr.  Hariubon  hoped  ikia  bill  would  be  reeom- 
Bitted.  He  imid  he  wxs  u  much  disfKned  u  BOy 
gcadeoMn  within  these  walli,  lo  punish  any  usur- 
patitm  of  Executive  rights,  aod  if  the  bill  could  be 
•0  defined  u  not  to  punish  the  innocent  wilb  the 

Silty,  he  would  vote  for  it,  u  wheievet  power  it 
Iq^ited  there  he  wished  it  to  remain  until  re- 
*ok«i.  As  it  now  stands,  ho  we  rer,  he  apprehend- 
ed i[  would  interfere  with  individual  rights ;  and, 
u  the  law  is  to  talu  immediate  effect,  aa  indirid- 
ul  now  in  France  may  be  punished  before  be 
knows  such  a  law  exiatL  Anotber  objection  which 
be  bad  to  the  bill  wai.  that  it  is  ualiniited.  He 
feared,  as  had  already  been  hinted,  that  the  kw  is 
priBcipklly  intended  (v  party  purposes,  and  to 
ariag  na  odium  on  the  advoeatei  oTthe  rights  of 
■an  ia  this  House,  Oeatlanen  hare  already  re- 
ntuded  it  tfaroagfa  the  country  that  there  i*  a 
panr  here  coaaeeted  with  France ;  but  ih«y  have 
Bot  darad  to  fii  apon  a  rmu  who  forms  one  of  ibis 
p»ny.  If  saeh  a  man  be  in  this  House,  let  tbem 
Kt  aaee  fix  upon  bira.  and  there  will  be  no  hesita- 
tiOD  aboat  bringiiu  him  to  punishment.  If  gen- 
ileinea  fail  to  do  this,  the  public  will  not  longer  be 
dceeiTed  in  this  matter.  They  will  be  eeruin  that 
■o  such  person  exists.  He  hoped,  tor  the  reSMons 
be  had  staled,  that  the  bill  would  be  recommitted. 
The  quesiioB  was  now  put  and  negatived — B3 

to  as. 

Mi.  HAXPsasaid  that  the  motioo  for  recotnrait- 
iBcnt  having  been  loet,  be  wished  lo  offer  a  few 
r^macks  in  reply  to  the  objections  urged  against 
the  passing  of  the  bill. 

And  first  he  woald  state  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  ^Mr.S.  Smith,)  who  bad  declared  blm- 
■elf  to  be  larorable  to  the  principles  of  the  bill, 
bat  objected  to  the  form  in  which  ii  was  drawn, 
thmt  none  of  the  cases  put  bv  that  geDtleman 
'woold,  in  bis  opinion,  come  witain  the  purview  or 
the  penaltiea  of  the  Inllia  its  [Reseat  foroi.  The 
bill  created,  he  said,  a  new  offence,  viz ;  "  the 
eonuneoeing  or  carrying  on,  without  the  author- 
ity of  the  American  Gorerameot,any  correspond- 
ence, written  or  verbal,  with  a  foreign  Qovera- 
mait,  its  oScen,  or  agents,  with  intent  to  influ- 
ence the  CMidnct  or  measures  of  such  foreign 
QovenimeDt,  in  relation  to  any  disputes  or  con- 
uroTenia  witk  tbe  United  Sutes,  or  lo  defeat  the 
meaatuesoftheCkrvcrameai  of  the  United  Slates." 
It  wxa  this  intent,  he  said,  which  conititBted  the 
essenee  of  the  offence ;  an  intent  to  interfere  ia 
the  politieel  relatioos  of  this  country  with  foreign 
naiioiu,  or  to  defeat  the  measures  of  our  own 
Government.  And  it  was  an  invariable  and  fun- 
damental rale  in  our  eriminal  proceediogs,  that 
■pon  every  indictment  tbe  criminal  intent  which 
eoBstitoie*  the  oSeoce  most  be  proved.  Other- 
wiae  the  indiotmeBt  cannot  be  s«p|ported.  The 
ialoil  eamwt  be  directly  and  positively  proved  ; 
bw  it  loajr  be  and  must  be  inferred  by  the  jury 
frm  the  cireBOMtances  of  the  case,  and  tboee  cir- 
Cttmstances  ntut  be  proved  bv  legal  and  stifficieat 
tMJBoay.     Tbiu  upon  an  indictment  foi  mnrder, 


it  must  apjtear  to  the  satiafaetion  of  the  jiiry,  that 
tbe  act  of  killing  was  not  only  done,  but  done 
with  a  mischievous  and  criminal  intent ;  and  tha 
accused  party  may  acquit  bimielf  bv  showing, 
from  attending  cireunutances,  that  ne  had  no 
such  intent.  So  if  a  person  were  indicted  ondai 
this  act  for  carrying  on  a  correspondence  with  a 
foreign  Government,  he  laigbi  acqait  himself  bf 
showing,  from  all  the  ciicumBtaacea  of  his  cob* 
duct,  tluifae  did  not  carry  it  <m  with  any  of  tha 
criminal  intents  specified  by  this  bill,  but  merely 
for  tha  purposeof  saving  his  own  ^^riy,  or  pro- 
curing the  release  of  himself  or  his  friends.  I  Will 
say,  therefore,  continued  Ur.  H.,  that  any  mer- 
chant or  merchants  of  this  country  may,  nolwiih- 
standing  this  bill,  should  it  pass,  make  swlicatioa, 
by  themselves  or  their  agents,  to  the  French  Qor- 
einmeitt,  for  the  restoration  of  their  property,  foe 
payment  for  it,  or  lor  the  release  of  their  ftiendi^ 
provided  they  confine  themselvei  to  ibeMohjeck, 
and  do  not  neddle  with  the  political  relations  of 
the  two  countries.  I  will  say,  further  that  even 
the  memorial  cited  by  the  mniJeman  from  Peon- 
sylvenia,  (Mr.  Gallatin,)  aad  aceaeated  by  ccr* 
tain  foreign  merchants  to  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred  in  Francf^  would  not,  shovld  it  be  pra- 
sentcd  by  a  number  of  Aioerican  mNchanIa,  afW 
the  passing  of  (his  bilL  briag  them  within  iu  pen- 
allies;  it  being  manifest  tlut  tbe  views  of  lbe« 
merohanta  went  no  further  than  to  their  private 
afiair.n,  and  that  although  tbe  reasonings  whi^ 
they  adduce  are  of  a  very  general  nature,  and  ap* 
ply  l<^  the  wh<^  system  of  France  respectiBg 
neutral  commerce,  yet  ibey  do  not  design  to  in- 
termeddle in  any  manner  in  the  political  relalioM 
between  Franceand  their  respectiTeOovernmeBta. 
I  will  even  go  further.  1  will  say  that  were  I 
in  France,  after  this  bill  shonld  be  passed,  and 
M.  Talleyrand  were  to  invite  me  to  suji  with  him, 
which  perbaus  might  be  the  case,  considering  that 
I  bad  tbe  pleasure  of  his  aoquaiatance  in  this 
country,  and  he  were  to  ask  my  opinion  about  the 
political  relations  of  the  two  countries,  I  should 
not  scruple  to  tell  him  that  the  condlKt  <rf'  hia 
Government  was  highly  impolitic,  and  to  assign 
my  reasons  for  the  opinion.  I  might,  perbapa,  not 
thtak  it  prudeat  to  do  vo,  but,  if  E  thought  it  |»ti- 
dent,  and  the  occasion  offe^  I  shonld  not  con- 
sider myaelf  as  ofiending  against  this  bill  bf  doing 
BO.  Why  1  Because  I  Aould  aot  act  with  tbe 
intent  which  this  bill  fixes  on  as  tbe  essence  of 
tbe  ofieoce  created  by  it;  the  intent  to  interfere 
or  ioiarraeddle  with  the  jmUic  relations  of  the 
two  countries.  Ii  is  this  interference,  this  intw- 
meddling,  and  not  an  accidental  convenatios, 
which  the  bill  forbids, according  toauyreMoaable 
or  possible  construction  of  it  by  an  American 
court  and  jury.  Therefore  I  should  hold  sneb 
conversation  without  fear  of  the  law,  should  the 


ndict  me  for  it  under  this  bill,!  would  justify  my- 
self by  showing,  from  all  the  circutoacance  of  the 
case,  that  tbe  a!&ir  was  merely  accidentalj  and 
that  1  had  acted  without  any  inteaTioo  to  inter- 


fere  in  tbe  dispotcs  of  the  two  eonntriei 
If  he  was  right,  Mr.  H.  said,  io  Ikia 
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lion  of  the  bill,  and,  tUer  a  Tull  coDsideratioD,  he 
firmly  belicTed  ibal  he  was,  there  could  be  uo 
KTOnad  for  the  apprehetuioos  erf'  ihe  genllemBU 
from  MarylaDd,  since  the  cases  for  which  he  wish- 
ed to  provide  could  never  be  considered  by  a  court 
ajtd  jur^  ts  eDiuins  within  the  purview  of  ihe 
bill,  which,  in  order  to  constitute  the  offence,  re- 
quired that  Ihe  act  should  be  done  with  an  intent 
to  interfere  with  the  functions  of  the  Gorerument, 
and  intermeddla  with  the  political  relations  of  the 


The  genlleman  from  Virginia  (Mr,  Nicholas) 
had,  indeed,  contended  lepeatedlf ,  that  such  inter- 
ference or  intermeddling,  so  far  from  beini;  pun- 
ishable, was  highly  meritorious,  provided  its  ob- 
ject was  to  make  peace.  This  principle  had  been 
again  and  agnin  exposed,  by  showing  that,  if  once 
■omitted,  it  would  cover  or  even  justify  any  ioter- 
fereoce  for  any  purpose,  and  could  not  fail  to  end 
in  transferring  to  unaalhorized  individuals,  all  the 

EDwen  which  the  people  of  thiscountry  havecon- 
ded  to  their  Government,  to  be  exercised  by  men 
of  their  own  choice.  Will  it  be  denied,  said  Mr. 
H.,  that  this  principle  may  be  so  employed  ?  Will 
it  be  denied  that,  under  pretence  of  promoting 
peace,  the  Bfent  of  a  faction  may  go  from  this 
country  to  France,  and  advise  the  French  Gov- 
emmenl  in  what  manner  it  ought  to  set,  so  asto 
loll  the  country  into  security,  increase  its  influ- 


ed  for  by  the  gentlemtn  from  Virginia  may  be 
employed,  that  such  attempts  may  be  concealed, 
under  the  specious  garb  of  peace-making,  1  will 
beg  leave  to  read  in  ray  place,  and  as  part  of  my 
pbaervatioDS  on  this  subject,  a  paper  which  I  hold 
ID  my  hand,  and  which  has  come  to  my  posses- 
sion by  means  of  one  of  those  threads  whereof  I 
formerly  made  mention.  This  paper  is  addressed 
to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  of  the  French 
Republic,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  was  pre- 
sented to  him  by  a  citizen  of  this  country  who 
lately  made  a  visit  to  Fiance.  It  is  in  the  follow 
ing  words : 
[Here  Mr.  Dbnt  asked  by  whom  the  paper  was 


Xfk, 


replied,  that  it  was  signed  by  nobody, 
and  he  did  not  think  himself  at  liberty  to  name 
the  person  by  whom  he  supposed  it  to  have  been 
presented.  He  would  state  that  it  was  transmit- 
ted to  this  country  through  no  official  channel, 
but  that  he  had  reason  to  believe,  and  did  believe, 
il  to  have  been  presented  to  tbe  French  Oorern- 
ment  by  an  American  eiiixen  who  was  lately  in 
Prance.  He  thought  it  in  order  for  him  to  read 
in  his  place  any  paper,  unless  it  contained  unbe- 
eominv  language,  which  was  not  the  case  with 
Ihi*.  He  would,  therefore,  unless  the  Chair  should 
otherwise  decide,  proceed  to  rend  it. 

No  objection  being  made,  he  proceeded  to  read 
il  by  paragraphs,  and  comment  opoD  it,  as  fol- 
lows: 

^  Th  UU  MEnuta^  of  Ftnign  JUtatumi  J 

"  Th»  UDdar^fiwd,  ■  Ana  fiiutd  to  die  princdplM  of 


own  conntiy,  the  United  States  i^Ananca,  begslesva, 
Citiieii  Ministn',  to  eipose  to  jon  in  wnting,  wbit  he 
cannot  with  bcility  do  by  conveisation,  tha  aiotitM 
which  hsve  indnced  him  to  quit  his  home  and  vuil  this  - 
conntiy  at  s  crisis  like  tb«  pieaeut,  whan  the  pnlilicd 
Telattons  of  Fimtice  and  America  an  so  near  eiperisnc- 
ing  a  total  dinolntton." 

Thus  we  see  that,  this  person  professes,  in  ibc 
outset,  to  treat  generally  of  the  matters  in  dispute 
between  the  two  countries,  and  declares  this  id 
have  been  the  object  of  his  journey; 

"  Withont  an;  official  charactei,  and  wholly  oiuii- 
thoriied  fram  any  qnuter,  but  knowing  it  to  be  hs 
light,  and  behaving  it  to  be  his  du^,  he  eomee  si  in 
dividnal  dliicn  to  t^ei  yon  his  opinion  on  the  beet  meeiu 
of  restoring  harmony  and  a  good  ondentanding  be- 
tween the  Govemmenta  of  the  tvro  Repnblia,  and,  it 
the  same  tims,  to  support  his  own  opinian  with  wktt 
he  knows  to  be  that  of  alt  the  principal  charadenia 
America,  tuned  lot  tbeir  aacred  love  at  Ubeity  in  giM- 
nl,  and  attachment  for  yonr  eauea  in  paitienisr.  Thni 
hearts  ate  overcome  wiA  ioitow  when  they  reflect  tkil 
ta  great  a  nunbet  of  Amarican  patriots,  who  hsve 
fbaght  and  conqneied  side  by  side  with  FienctuMa, 
and  whose  blood  has  flowed  in  tlte  sane  trancbse,  an 
now  forced  to  gird  on  theii  swords  and  combat  whon ! 
those  same  generons  Frenchmen." 

It  is  observable  in  this  paragrapli  that,  although 
he  affects,  for  form's  sake,  I  presume,  to  declare 
that  he  is  authorized  by  nobody,  but  comes  merely 
on  his  own  footing,  he  yet  immediately  btfips  to 
speak  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  a  poliiicsl 
party  in  this  country,  whose  opinions  he  decUret 
to  be  the  saine  with  his  own,  and  whom  be  de- 
scribes by  calling  them  "all  the  principal  ehanc- 
ters  in  America,  famed  for  their  sacred  love  of 
liberty  in  general,  and  their  attachment  for  tht 
French  cause  in  particular."  We  all  know  what 
this  jargon  means,  when  translated  into  pl*ii 
Bngliab. 

We  all  know  that  it  means,  in  the  new  lan- 
guage of  party,  that  description  of  persons  in  dii 
country  who  nave  uniformly  opposed  all  "C 
measures  adopted  under  this  Oovernmeot,  and 
especially  those  which  relate  to  France;  a  ^^ 
scription  of  persons  whom  we  know  that  Fiance 
has  considered,  and  does  consider,  as  a  party  de- 
voted to  her  wilt  and  directed  by  her  JDflDenee. 
She  has  told  us  that  she  relies  on  ifajs  party,  m 
keeping  the  Qovernroenl  in  shackles,  and  reDdei| 
ing  it  wholly  unable  to  resist  her  aggressions  ;aiu 
that  on  this  reliance  ha  haughty  and  rapaciow 
conduct  toward  this  country  has  been  fonnded. 
In  all  these  opinions  this  Envoy  takes  care  to  con- 
firm the  French  Govemmmt,  In  ihe  name  rf 
this  description  of  persons  he  undertakes  to  speak. 
Their  opinions,  he  assures  her,  are  entirely  con- 
formable with  nis  own. 

Thus  we  see  that,  while  France  professes  to 
have  proceeded,  in  all  her  injurious  eondoel  u^ 
ward  this  country,  on  iKe  reliBDce  which  »« 
placed  opon  the  aid  of  a  party  among  xa,  a  dirtd 
and  formal  negotiation  is  opened  with  ner  Oov- 
ernment  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  tw 
party.  What  efleci  this  must  produce  on  tha 
general  iotereat*  of  the  coantry,o     "^ "  —'-*'•'" 
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unhority  of  the  Gorerament,  I  leave  erer;  one 
wiadge. 

Andbeic,  Hr.  Speaker,  petmit  me  to  correct 
mjilikein  nutter  offset  into  which  the  gentle- 
BUD  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicholas)  fell  on  a  for- 
mer occuioD.  He  aeclaiedd  that  the  existence  of 
I  pnilT  bere  on  wbose  aid  France  relied  had 
neier  been  mentioned  by  any  person  connected 
with  the  French  QorernmeDt ;  the  aasertions  on 
that  mbJNt  haring  been  made  by  one  Mr.  X,  who 
twrei  pretended  to  aajr  authoritr  from  that  Qot- 
enunenL  That  gentleman  will  find,  by  recurring 
to  the  printed  eorreipcHiitence,  ihai  the  anertions 
tnpecting  the  eiitience  of  a  French  party  in  this 
eonatnr,  and  the  reliance  placed  on  its  aid  by  the 
Frmca  Gk)Ternment.  were  made  not  by  Mr.  X, 
bai  by  Mr.  Yj  and  that  Mr.  X,  and  Mr.  Y,  are 
two  Tcry  diSereni  persons.  Mr.  Y  was  the  real 
negoiiaior,  and  the  ageni  of  the  French  Qorern- 
meDt. He  has  since  appeared  to  be  a  geallemao 
of  ihe  name  of  Bellamy;  and  bein^  piqued  at  the 
tniinnationi  which  represented  him  as  a  mere 
•windier,  who  wished  to  get  money  for  himself, 
he  hM  published  a  letter  under  his  real  name  in 
the  Psris  newspapers,  whervin  he  expressly  de- 
cUtb  that  he  neither  spoke  or  wrote  one  word  in 
the  aegutiaiion  with  our  Commitsioners  without 
the  eiprem  direction  of  the  Minister  for  Foreign 
ASairs. 

The  EuTOy  baTing  confirmed   Fi 
opinioa  as  to  the  existence  and  strength  of  her 
I«ity  here,  goes  on  to  inform  hci  who  are  her  eue- 
mie*  b  this  country. 

"  Bj  what  fatni^,  Ciliien  Ministsr,  has  this  nnfor* 
batit  qnurel  been  •oBared  lo  Bnira  at  the  present 
ehnst  Why  ue  the  eneniie*  of  France  and  Amohca 
tab«sohigUj  gratified!" 

Here  we  see  that  the  enemies  ofFraoce  in  this 
eoDDtry  are.  also  the  enemies  of  America;  and 
they  ire  gratified,  it  seems,  by  the  quarrel.  From 
the  whole  tenor  of  the  p<iper  it  is  manifest  that 


bfiheei 


It  those  pi 


■  ofFrai 
. .  JDlry  who  have  supported  their  own 
QorerDmenl  and  thought  that  the  aggressions  of 
Fruce  ought  to  be  resisted.  These,  France  is 
infmned,  are  also  enemies  to  America  ;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  all  the  real  lovers  of  liberty  and 
friends  of  their  country  are  also  friends  of  France. 
Letereir  one  judge  bow  much  this  mtist  tend  to 
confirm  her  in  the  opinion  she  holds  respecting 
the  eiiiience,  the  strength,  and  the  attachment  of 
her  party  in  this  country. 

"  ^iBM  will  no  doubt  answer,  America  wu  origi- 
Kslj  m  Ifaa  wrong,  and  g(T«s  as  no  aiplanalion ;  the 
OaieniBent  of  the  VaitMl  Statas  will  denj  this,  and 
<Ai  its  «wn  oomptainls.     But,  nnhappilj,  the  danger 


ncriminations  on  the  one  pari  or  the  other.  Is  p«see 
wnd  bj  Franee  1  The  friends  of  liberty  in  Aneriea 
lUTt  (m  bean  ready  and  willing  to  admit  of  it." 

Y  '^  paragraph^  the  system  is  still  further  de- 
veic^ied,  and  the  views  of  the  misiion  begin  to 
usclose  themselvea.  "  The  friends  of  liberty  in 
America,"  France  is  told,  "  have  ever  been  ready 
ud  willing  to  admit  that  abe  iadsMrowof-ptaca.'' 


Therefore,  those  who  are  not  ready  and  williiiBta 
admit  this,  are  not  friends  of  liberty.  Therefore, 
the  American  Government,  inclading  ihe  Bxeen- 
tive  and  both  Houses  of  the  Leginlature,  ate  not 
friends  of  liberty;  for  they  have  denied  that 
France  was  desirous  of  peace,  and  bare  contend- 
edj  on  the  contrary^  that  nothing  less  than  sub- 
mission would  satisfy  her.  This  has  been  the 
main  poaition  of  the  American  GoverumeDt,  the 
ground-work  of  iu  whole  system,  of  all  its  lata 
measures;  and  the  ardor  wherewith  these  meaa- 
ure*  have  been  seconded  by  the  people  has  arisen 
from  a  conviction  of  this  truth.  Boi  here  Franca 
is  told  not  lo  be  alarmed  by  these  appeaiaoces; 
for,  that  all  the  "  friends  of  liberty"  in  America, 
thai  is,  in  other  words,  the  whole  party  whom  sha 
considers  and  relies  on  as  her  party,  are  stilt  ready 
and  willing  to  believe,  contrary  lo  all  the  evidence 
of  facts,  and  all  the  declarations  of  iheir  own 
Oovemment,  thai  she  is  desirous  of  peace.  Coald 
sbe  have  stronger  encouragement  to  proceed  than 
thus  to  be  told,  by  a  person  who  speaks,  whether 
with  or  without  authority,  in  the  name  of  a  parly, 
and  supports  his  opinion  by  theirs,  that,  do  what 
she  will,  there  is  a  numerous  and  powerful  deserip- 
lion  of  persons  in  Ibis  country  ready  to  shut  their 
eyes  to  her  condaci,  disirnst  and  disbelieve  our 
oirn  Government,  and  place  an  implicit  relianoa 
on  all  her  insidious  profeMions'?  What  stronger 
indncement  could  she  have  to  believe  that  even 
were  she  to  invade  the  country,  she  might  insure 
the  assistance  of  all  the  "friends  of  liberty  in 
Ameiica,"  by  publishing  a  manifesto  to  declare, 
as  her  General  did  when  he  was  advancing  into 
Switzerland,  that  she  meant  not  to  ailack  the 
country,  but  only  to  release  it  from  oppression,  to 
suppress  the  "aristocracy,"  and  place  Ihe  Gov- 
ernment in  (he  hands  of  the  ''irne  patriots,"  the 
"  friends  of  liberty  in  America  T" 


pntansioos,  we  have,  with  pleasBi*,  sought  a  piMnt 
m  maloNidDet  of  the  agents  of  OovamiBant,  and  not 
carried  oar  indignation  lo  the  OoTanunant  ilaelf  i  Ike 
late  arrfti  of  Ihs  Direetoty  has  provad  that  we  an 
right." 

Here  France  receives  another  mosi  encouraging 

E'ece  of  information.  That  "  we,"  meanins  the 
nvoy  and  those  in  wbose  namvs  he  speaks,  in 
other  words,  ''all  Ihe  friends  of  liberty  in  Ameri- 
ca," are  not  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the 
French  Government  itself,  with  her  hostile  de- 
crees agaiDst  our  commerce,  which  are  ihegrotlnds 
of  onr  complaints,  but  merely  with  the  irrq;ulari- 
lies  committed  under  those  decrees,  by  someofher 
agents  and  privateers.  Hence,  she  is  enabled  to 
conclude,  that  she  may  insure  the  countenance 
and  support  of  this  party,  of  "  all  the  friends  of 
liberty  tn  America,"  without  receding  in  the  least 
from  the  substance  and  essential  parts  of  her  ag- 
gressive system,  provided  she  will  do  something 
to  save  appearances,  will  restrain  some  irregnlar- 
iiica  of  her  agents,  and  pass  some  unmeattug  ai- 
r4t  about  the  oondtiot  of  hei  privateers.    It  ika 
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will  do  this,  she  i),  in  subBtance,  informed,  that 
she  may  continue  to  enforce  her  decrees,  against 
which  tnemselTee,  and  not  Hgaioat  the  abuses  com- 
mitted under  ihem,  we  baTe  armed,  Bod  may  rely 
on  the  aid  of  the  ^  friends  of  libetty,"  to  render  our 
efforts  ineSecIual.  It  is  easily  seen  how  much 
this,  while  it  leaches  her  the  proper  courie  (o  be 
followed,  must  encourage  her  to  perwrere. 

"  We  haTC  •ecn,  with  the  mo«t  livelj  regret,  the  non- 
faeeaw  of  the  Degotiitiaas  «t  Puis ;  we  neither  Msme 
otM  QoTurnment  nor  the  other,  that  theme  have  not 
bMm  brought  to  •  happy  iasoe ;  we  prefer  directing  all 
onr  efbrta  to  lerive  the  expiring  name  of  fliendehip 
and  good  will,  that  ought  not,  lor  a  mimieat,  to  ha*a 
been  diiminiihed,  andlobaffletheiD&moos  iotrigoeaof 
the  Hormiee  of  France  and  America,  who,  in  no  ^mji 
can  be  ao  mncb  gratified,  a*  b;  bringing  the  two  Be- 
publica  to  an  open  rupture." 

Thus,  it  teems  that  "  w«."  meaning  still  the  En- 
voy and  his  parly,  "all  the  fiienda  of  liberty  in 
Ameftea,"are  not  diapoaed  to  blame  France  for 
the  rapture  of  the  negotiation,  and  take  oare  lo 
tell  her  so.  This  is  saying  to  her,  in  effect,  "  no^ 
wiihslandingwhat  the  American  Qoveroment,and 
its  supporters  here,  said  about  your  conduct  in  the 
Utenegoiiation,be  not  discouraged,  tp(  the 'friends 
of  liberty'  in  America  do  not  beGere  them.  They 
beliere  you  in  opposition  to  their  ownQoremment, 
and  acquit  you  or  all  blame  in  this  affair ;  end  they 
will  take  care  loconnleract  thein^amoiMMCrvue* 
of  rheae  enemies  of  France  and  America.''  Let  us 
recollect  who  are  meant  by  "  the  eitemies  of  France 
and  America,"  in  the  language  of  this  paper,  and 
we  shall  find,  Mr.  Speaker,  thai  these  "  infamous 
intrtguet"  mean  the  efforts  employed  to  lonse 
this  country  to  resistance,  and  place  it  in  a  state, 
of  defence.  These  efforts  France  is  taught  lo  con- 
sider as  "infamous  iniriffues,"  sec  on  foot  by  the 
enemies  of  America:  which  "all  the  friends  of 
liberty"  will  not  fail  to  resist,  and,  if  possible,  to 
lender  ineffectual.  It  is  obfiout  wnat  encouEage- 
ment  in  her  enterprises  she  muat  dni? e  from  this 
usnnuiice. 

"  The  advantage  of  tpeiking  the  tame  language,  givet 

J. 1^  of  France  an  opportunity  of  knowitig  well 

•npeople;  theyk:        -■    -  -■  -  — 

lican  prineiplai  gOTem  dw  m 
iatratea  once  ^oaen,  are  the  „ 
tha  tim«  for  which  Qiej  are  chONn,  nohrit 
theb-  ajmintstration  nwy  be  attended  wiUi  enois  and 
aran  EMiha.  If  therefore  they  can  prov^e  the  ruptoie 
tliey  so  ardently  wish  br,  thej  are  snn  that  every  Anur- 
iean  willraily  lound  thestandard  ofOolemnient;aiida 
Oovemmeut  so  supported  will  be  a  moat  uaaiiil  ally  to 
thso). 

"I  wish,  Citiian  Minister,  (and  here  I  know  that  I 
convey  the  wishes  of  alt  who  deprecate  a  separation  &om 
Prance,  and  particularly,  thai  great  Mend  lo  liberty, 
ao  well  known  in  this  countiy.) 

[In  this  place,  Mr.  H.  said,  the  name  of  a  dis- 
tinguished oenonaj^  in  this  country  was  men- 
lioned,  which  he  did  not  think  himself  at  liberty 
Ip  repeat.] 

"  To  hnpreas  on  the  minds  of  the  OovntmieBt,  the 
Grvlk  contained  in  the  tbregoing  paraerta^  it  it  OMaati- 
A  thai  they  should  ftaland  ba  wanoonvmeadof  it,iu 


order  that  Ihey  may  be  on  tbsir  guard  sgainst  mfr^patl 
who  will  "not  fail  to  engage  them  to  count,  in  c«a>  of  a  i 
luploia,  on  a  powerfiil  party  in  Ameiiea  lo  suiK  Ih*  ' 
^ans  of  Fnnee,  and  evanloud  ui  caaeof  ut  iniuian. 
The  contrary,  be  asaured  Citisen  Minister,  will  be  (h* 
eSect  \  the  very  idea  itiikes  all  true  Americans  with  hm- 
ror ;  they  are  ardently  desirous  of  an  accammodttion  { 
with  France  ;  bnt  desirous  as  they  are  of  an  aeeomina- 
daliou,  they  would  be  no  less  ready  to  support  their  Gol- 
emment  in  vrar,  and  partJculaily  in  opwinng  with  ib- 
ergy  aH  foreign  invaaion.  This  tnith  admitted,  FrasM  , 
has  to  consider  whitli  is  most  for  her  own  intereit,  l> 
make  an  eneBi;  of  United  America  and  to  throw  ha 
thus  into  the  arms  of  Cheat  Btitain.or  by  a  gitit  *b1 
magnanimons  oondoet  lo  draw  ba4:  thoae  wandmag 
afieclioiiB,  which  inbigos  and  miaDDderatanding  hst« 
estranged  fcr  a  moment,  and  leave  the  trae  Amotoa 
character  to  Uaie  foth  in  the  aj^aoiching  eteetams." 
This  paragraph,  more  fully  than  any  oiber,  dis- 
closes the  cloven  foot  of  the  mission.  Pranceic 
BMured  that,  should  she  persist  loo  openly  in  her 
pleas,  should  she  continue  her  outrageous  and  to- 
suiting  behaviour,  should  she  openly  attack  ot  i>- 
vade  the  country,  she  will  unite  all  parties  againit 
her,  and  ruin  her  owo  cause.  Thai  she  must, 
therefore,  temporize,  take  off  a  litlle,  or,  to  use  B 
seaman's  phrase,  shorten  sail  for  a  while.  For  , 
what  is  she  to  do  thill  Listen  to  the  Envoy.  She 
is  to  do  it  io  order  lo  "  bring  back  the  wandering 
affections  of  the  country;  and  make  the  true 
American  character  blaze  forth  in  the  tpproach- 
ittg  elections."  In  plain  English,  to  sirengihen 
bcr  party,  which  her  late  violent  conduct  bad  rcB- 
dered  unpopular,  and  give  them  a  prepondersncs 
in  the  next  eleclioos.  Thus,  a  foreign  GoT«m- 
raent  is  instructed,  by  the  envoy  of  a  domestic 
faction,  or  a  person  who  lakes  on  himself  lo  ipeak 
and  act  as  such,  in  the  proper  method  of  aiming  a 
successful  stab  at  the  vitals  of  our  Cooslitution, 
by  in&uencing  our  elections,  and  from  the  assur- 
auces  contained  in  the  former  part  of  the  memo- 
rial sbout  (be  views  and  opinions  of  this  party,  who 
are  thus  to  be  rendered  triumphant  in  the  elec- 
tions, she  is  len  at  full  liberty  to  conclude  that,  if 
by  some  trifling  and  insidious  concessions,  she 
cau  accomplish  this,  point,  she  will  have  Doching 
to  fear  after  "  the  true  American  cbaractet  ihaU 
have  been  made,  by  her  means,  to  biaze  forth  in 
the  elections."  In  other  words,  an er  this  party,  on 
whom  she  relies,  shall  have  obtained  a  prepon- 
derance in  the  popular  branch  of  the  QoverD- 

"  France  has  now,  Cttiies  Minister,  an  oppratoni^ 
of  gaining,  or  losing,  the  aflections  of  the  Ameriesni 
forever ;  she  hss  lately  shown  an  unequivocal  desiie  of 


have  but  little  eOect,  while  the  emberga  eiista  and  Ameiv 
can  seamen  are  confined  in  prison;  let  them  be  relesied, 
the  embargo  raised  as  soon  as  possible,  and  a  Minislsr 
sent  to  America  with  liberal  iniiroctions;  the  dispute 
will  then  be  tmmediatelj  restored ;  you  will  rejoir«  the 
hearts  of  all  true  Americans;  their  children  will  Uip 
your  praises,  and  their  lalhera  will  inspire  their  young 
minds  with  love  and  affection  for  their  ancient  defiv- 
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The  object  u  hi 
Oriktt  dead  kl  one  atroke  the  intrigue*  of  the  enemie*  of 
Fiuirre,  both  ia  EngUnd  and  Amnin. 

"  That  GoTonmuit,  betwetn  tb«  two  Sepnhlica,  which 
dial]  uk>  (b«  Arat  mA  matt  iireaietibla  alap  lowarda 
ihii  gnat  object,  will  acqoin  lite  higheal  honor. 
Tlioiigh,  la  an  Americsn,  I  might  wiah  that  thia  hotUM- 
might  belong  to  m;  Govenmeat,  yet,  &a  a  philoeoiriter, 
I  im  Mj  deairotiB  that  the  good  ahonld  be  done,  with- 
mt  being  anxiona  who  ahall  be  the  anthor  of  it. 

"Feimil  me  to  cioae,  with  anMhet  ^Mrratioil.  If 
Ae  lot  piopoaition  be  inadmjwible,  let  a  nanlnl  dtj', 
■■di  u  Uie  Hagtw,  be  pointed  ont  b;  the  IKraetory  aa 
Ibo  place  of  meeting,  ia&  let  an  offioal  dederation  to 
lUi  edad  be  made  Ihroagfc  Mr.  BUpwilh,  the  oal;  ao- 
thoiited  panon  we  baie  in  thia  plaee. 

"  [  beg,  CittXMi  Mioiater,  that  jaa  will  Dot  finget 
tbal  Ihsie  ia  not  ■  moment  to  be  kiat.  Congreea  ia  to 
ifwMe  again  in  ^lont  two  or  three  uontha  from  thia 
iiiDe,uid  Idnad  the  eftctaoTthedcapurlo  which  the 
Aioaicaa  peo|>l«  maj  be  driTen  from  the  cmel  ilate  of 
wtftam  wliid)  taoaght  me  to  thia  conntrj." 

In  thew  [wiagraphi,  the  d^ree  of  apparent  eon- 
cewioD  Deeesiarir,  on  the  part  of  Prance,  ia  order 
to  rmJB  her  influence,  end  render  her  parly  Iti- 
umpbani  in  the  electioni,  is  expressly  pointed  out ; 
ud  we  tee  that  it  extends  to  not  one  of  the  great 
mbjtets  of  complaint  wbich  have  indnced  thia 
country  to  resort  to  force  for  the  protection  of  its 
nolated  ri^i?.  Tlie  railing  of  an  embargo,  which 
may  be  laid  on  again  as  loOD  as  the  purpoie  is  an- 
swried;  the  release  ofafew  seamen,  who  may  bede- 
tained under  rarious  pretexts;  a  negotiation  which 
maybe  ipDnouiat  plrosure;  while,  under  the  hos- 
iQedecreaof  France,  our  commerce,  unprotect- 
ed, nay  be  arcailed  in  all  parU  of  the  world — rnch 
lie  the  aoodyoea  whereby  this  country  is  to  be 
Inikdiato  a  &ta]  security,  while  French  influ- 
^nn;  is  to  operate  on  our  elections,  a  French  party 
><  10  be  raised  up  and  increased,  and  those  plan* 
wbich  hare  hitherto,  in  the  insolent  intoxication 
rfsnceesa,beeD  looopeolyand  prematurely  putb- 
si,  are  to  be  eaatiously  ripened  for  more  well- 
inned  and  tfiectual  aecompliihmenl. 

In  short,  France  ia  iBformed,  in  this  memorial, 
of  the  false  step  she  has  uhen,  of  the  ill  effect 
«bidi  it  has  produced,  and  of  the  manner  wbere- 
in  i'  may  be  retrieTed ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 


shei) 


i)  auared  of  the  attachment  of  her 
Tided  sbe  will  not  herself  render  them  iaeSectoal 


•wiglii  to  hope  e 


I  from  their  eflbtts,  pro- 


^1  the  too  great  violence  of  her  conduct. 

Tb is  paper,  thetefore,  Mr.  Speaker.  jiroTeain  the 
Bnt place  the  aetiul  existence ofsncli  interference 
•T*  party,  or  person  qieaking  in  the  name  of  a 
puty.  as  the  bill  now  tinder  consideration  i«  intenT 
ded  to  prerent ;  and  secondly,  shows  to  what  ioaid- 
no)  and  deatruetire  purposes  this  interference, 
''re  {fereniment  wealf  enough  to  permit  ii,  might 
w  employed.  Shall  we  not  then  check  this  dan- 
^erouienlby  iMssiDg  the  biUI 

As  to  myself,  I  have  been  charged  on  thia  ocea- 
jioo,  as  on  others,  with  intending  to  excite  alarm. 

■ball  not  at  present  notice  this  elarge  particular- 
ITi  beeanie  wbeneTer  I  have  formerly  iliought  fit 
5th  Con. — 64 


to  answer,  1  liave  answered  by  confessing.  81>aU 
I  be  asked  why  I  wish  to  create  alarm?  Ask  the 
sentinel,  who  sees  the  enemy  approach  under  tba 
cover  of  night,  why  he  creates  an  alarm.  I  wn, 
or  think  1  see,  for  I  lay  no  claim  to  infallibility, 
and  may  perhaps  be  mistaken,  but  I  think  I  sec 
ihe  enemy  attempting,  by  secret  marches  and  ant* 
buBcade.  to  make  a  lodgment  in  our  works,  or  Utkt 
our  camp  by  surprise ;  and  believing  this,  my 
most  sacred  duly  to  ibose  who  have  places  ma 
here  to  watch  for  their  safety,  commands  me  to 

5ive  Ihe  alarm ;  and  from  the  performance  of  thia 
Uly  I  sball  never  be  deterred  by  the  fear  of  falU 
ing  under  the  censure  of  gentlemen,  who,  seeing 

no  danger  tliemtelves,  are  offendr-'  ■' ' ■- 

sounded  by  those  who  do  see  it. 


Fbioat,  January  U. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  House  that  the  um- 
finished  business  first  in  order,  was  a  bill  on  ita 
third  reading  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
therein  named. 

Mr.  Bayard  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  bill  till  Monday,  for  the  purpose  of 
passing  the  bankrupt  bill,  which  he  thought  it  of 
imporiance  to  pass  immediately.  He  wished  it 
for  another  reason.  He  had  been  inslructed  that 
the  Senate  had  come  lo  a  conclusion  on  the  ques- 
tion of  jurisdiction  with  respect  to  the  impeach- 
roeot  01  William  Blount,  and  it  was  probable  (he 
managers  might  be  called  to  (he  bar  of  the  Senate 
"    receive  iuugment  in  the  course  of  the  silting, 

id  if  the  aebale  on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of 

certain  crimes  was  proceeded  with,  it  might  occu- 

1  considerable  lime,  and  the   managers  could 

with  propriety  attend  ihe  Senate  whilst  the 

debate  was  going  on. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said  that  ii  could  not  be  expected 
that  the  bankrupt  bill  could  be  sooner  got  through 
than  the  business  first  in  order,  and  the  managera 
would  be  as  tittle  inclined  to  lenre  (he  debate  on 
that  as  the  other  bill.  It  conld  not  be  supposed 
that  a  law  of  such  magnitude  as  the  bankrupt  law, 
could  be  passed  over  without  a  discussion  of  its 
rinciple;  and  he  no  genlleman  had  come  to  the 
[ouse  with  any  idea  of  this  business  being  taken 
up  to-day,  and  of  course  are  unprepared  lo  deliver 
their  sentiments  upon  it,  he  hoped  tike  unfinished 
business  would  be  proceeded  with. 

The  question  for  postponement  was  pul,  and 
negatived — tl  to  40. 
0BUBPATION  OF  EXECUTIVE  AUTHORITY. 

The  bill  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes, 
therein  named,  tmng  then  reed — 

Mr.  Balhwin  said,  he  nowconsidered  the  bill  aa 
having  taken  its  definite  shape  and  extent^ in  which 
it  was  lo  pass  into  b  law  or  not,  as  the  judgment 
of  the  House  should  direct.  For  his  own  part,  he 
must  say  thai  his  judgment  was  that  it  was  not  best 
for  it  to  pass  into  a  law.  As  the  words  of  the  bill 
stood,  he  considered  them  as  clearly  includin|[ 
.__  jases  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land (Mr.  Smith)  and  the  geoileman  from  Penn- 
nylrania  (Blr.  QALLATi]i)---perEon«  who  sought 
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the  release  of  captured  seamen,  or  of  seauesttred 
properly,  or  tbe  paymeat  ol  debls  from  sucii  foreien 
nations;  or  attempted  the  ezpUaatioas  oo  the  sub- 
ject of  embargo,  as  ihey  had  meolioned,  must  come 
ander  the  [leDiil  operalioa  of  ibis  law.  As  the  act 
now  reads,  it  is,  "if  aay  person  shall  directly,or  iudi- 
teeily, commence  or  carry  on  any  verbal  or  written 
correspondence  or  intercourse  witb  any  foreign 
Qovemmen^  or  any  officer  or  agent  thereof,  witb 
intent  to  innuence  ibe  measures  or  conduct  of  the 
GoTernment,  in  relation  to  any  disputes  or  coniro- 
retsies  with  the  United  States."  The  words  '-in 
relation  to,"  seemed  to  be  considered  by  some  gen- 
tlemen, in  their  remnrks,  as  rollowMig  the  word 
"correspondence,"  and  as  designed  to  limit  and 
qualify  that  part  of  the  sentence  j  but  the  fact  is 
tney  are  in  the  other  member  of  the  sentence — 
''wttb  intent  to  influence  the  measures  or  conduct 
of  such  Goiremment,  in  relofiimfo  any  disputes  or 
controversies;"  the  words  as  they  stood  seemed  to 
have  a  stride  and  compass  peculiarly  exiensivej 
having  any  distant  lelalion  to  any  such  disputes 
and  controversies:  certllinly  tbe  cases  before  stated 
must  have  some  distant  relation  to  such  disputes 
and  controversies,  and  must  be  punishable  by  the 

He  also  considered  it  as  clearly  prohibiting  the 
cases  which  he  had  mentioned,  when  the  motion 
for  introducing  this  billwas  first  made,  viz:  persons 
who  from  religious  impressions,  or  any  other  cause, 
undertook  to  be  peace-makers.  It  was  well  known 
that  there  was  a  very  respectable  religious  society, 
who  made  it  marter  ofcunscience  not  to  take  part 
in  war,  but  who  were  unwearied  in  their  exertions 
to  avert  and  prevent  it ;  there  was  reason  to  believe 
they  had  many  times  produced  favorable  effects. 
The  management  of  aokirs  with  the  Indians  had 
not  been  specially  given  to  this  Government,  but 
had  been  taken  up  under  their  power  to  hold  trea- 
ties with  foreign  nations.  The  Moravians  and 
some  other  religious  societies,  to  whom  he  had  be- 
fore alluded,  were  much  in  thehabit  of  ha  ving  inter- 
course with  Ihem,topravent  their  depredations  and 
keep  them  at  peace.  Their  vicinity  lo  some  of 
tbe  tribes,  and  the  influence  which  tney  have  ac- 

Juired,  often  renders  them  exceedingly  useful.  He 
lought,  as  the  expressions  now  siood^  all  these 
cases  would  be  exposed  lo  tbe  punishiaents  of  the 
law. 

He  also  now  considered  it  as  seliled,  in  this  stage 
of  the  businets,  that  ihere  was  no  special  call  to 
l^istate  on  this  subject  from  anytbiog  that  could 
be  made  to  appear  respecting  the  gentleman  wbo 
bad  lately  gone  to  France  to  endeavor  to  bring 
about  a  reconcilaiion  between  the  two  countries, 
which  bad  been  alluded  to  by  some,  and  ur^d  by 
others,  as  the  principal  occasion  of  this  law.  The 
motion  which  had  been  first  committed  on  tbit 
subject  WB^  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pass- 
ing such  a  law  at  this  time.  It  was  no  doubt  tbe 
duty  of  the  committee  not  to  overtook  the  subject, 
which  had  been  urged  as  the  principal  ground  of 
the  expediency.  Having  been  one  of  the  comn  ' 
tee.  he  knew  they  did  not  overlook  it;  be  had  hi 
■elf  specially  urged  the  necessity  of  it  in  the  cc. 
mittee;  he  bad  also  felt  it  his  duty,  as  one  of 


them,  to  make  all  the  inquiry  in  his  power ;  he  be- 
lieved nothing  had  presented  itself  to  them  which 
they  could  make  tbe  KTound  of  a  special  report. 
""  nmitiee,  in  asking  leave  to  report  in  iht 

:ance  by  the  bill,  fully  convey  their  opin- 
that  it  rests  on  the  principles  of  general  expe- 
diency, and  not  on  any  particular  case. 

As  there  were  those  objections  to  passing  the 
law,  and  nothing  special  to  demand  it,  he  thought 
it  must  be  owned  at  least  to  be  a  very  deubuiil 
measure.  He  was  apprehensive  it  rose  from  the 
impulse  of  the  present  time,  and  not  from  the  real 
nature  of  tbe  subject.  He  was  led  to  make  this 
remark,  because  such  laws  had  never  been  foond 
necessary  in  other  countries,  as  far  as  he  knew, 
yet  they  have  polilical  parties,  and  are  equall; 
exposed  to  have  their  measures  counteracted  by 
individuals.  Neither  had  it  been  found  necessary 
heretofore  in  this  country;  in  the  time  of  the  Rero- 
lution,  it  was  singularly  exposed  to  such  interrup- 
tion, but  never  resorted  to  tnese  penalties. 

Passing  general  laws  under  the  influence  of  par- 
ticnlar  occasions,  be  thought  generally  the  infirm- 
ity of  all  Qovernments ;  perhaps  there  was  noti 
code  of  any  civil  society  where  cool  refleciioa 
bad  not  found  occasions  to  regret  such  errors. 

He  begged  leave,  then,  to  attend  lo  the  necesdtr 
urged  on  this  occasion ;  that,  unless  this  law  passes, 
an  individual  can  usurp  the  Executive  authority, 
CO  as  an  Ambassador  to  a  foreign  country,  and 
defeat  all  tbe  measures  of  tbe  Governmenl.  It 
will  be  remembered,  said  he,  that  if  there  is  mute 
than  one  concerned,  it  will  come  under  as  heavy 
penalties  by  the  first  section  of  a  former  aetfor 
the  punishment  of  cerUin  crimes.  This  ne^fi'fj 
ur^  in  this  case,  is  to  be  considered  as  confipeo 
to  individuals  who'  may  undertake  such  enterpriMs 
without  any  combination  or  concert  with  any  otner 
person ;  if  it  is  possible  to  trace  out  any  eonneiioB 
with  a  parly,  or  with  any  other  individnal.  it  is 
already  maae  as  penal  as  it  is  now  proposed  >o 
make  it.  Is  it  possible,  he  asked,  that  an  individnu 
without  any  such  connexion,  without  any  lesiimo- 
nialof  his  acting  for,  or  respecting  any  other  bui 
himself,  should  be  able  to  usurp  the  eharwler  ol 
an  Ambassador,  or  any  other  portion  of  ibe  Execu- 
tive power?  Would  it  be  possible  for  an  individual 
arriving  here,  lo  take  upon  himself  the  cl^aiacK'  ol 
Ambasador  from  the  Emperor  of  Ge^nan)^ot  any 
foreign  Court,  when,  on  inq  liry,  he  appeared  lo  be 
clothed  with  no  authority,  and  had  """'J'?" 
of  his  being  empowered  lo  act  for  others?  ," 
absurdity  in  the  face  of  it;  an  individual  f'S'*''! 
well  usurp  the  Legislative  or  Judicial  powers,  mi 
who  would  acknowledge  or  obey  him  as  a  legisl«- 
tor  or  as  a  court  1  He  did  not  see  the  n««»"J 
for  tbe  bill,  on  that  ground,  so  urgent  as  it  appM"" 
to  some  gentlemen.  .    ,      :, 

But,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  necessity  for  this  lew 'J 
urged  by  many,  principally  from  ibc  present  ti 

that  there  is  a  French  faction  in  li""  ="'"''^'1 
parly  whom  theycallJacobLns,  who,  as  they  Biy, 
in  close  union  with  the  Jacobin  Republic,  and  ww 
wish  to  make  this  country  a  province  o'^"  „ 
What  tbey  call  the  Jacobin  Republic,  appears  <^ 
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hare  been  Terj  difiervnt  in  differenC  stages.  WhicI 
of  (he  political  parties  in  this  country  bears  thi 
itroogcst  TesembuDce  to  ibai  bodf  io  their  lya 
lem,  or  in  their  minaei  of  accomplishiiiK  their 
measures,  which  seems  most  Io  make  u^e  of  them 
•5  their  model,  he  should  leave  others  to  deteriuine. 
Though  there  was  no  place  in  this  couQtry  called 
the  hul  of  Jacobins,  yet  he  had  beard  of  a  halt  of 


of  political  intrigae  aod  nocturnal  cabal:  where 
a  certain  paitjr,  with  whom  he  had  generallv  disa- 
greed on  political  subjects,  had  eoDcertea  ibeir 
measures  and  enforced  very  disciplioed  obedience 
OD  their  followers;  for  himself  he  had  not  been  in 
the  habit  of  iraancting  the  business  of  the  public 
in  that  WBf ;  he  believed  he  might  say  the  same 
of  those  with  whom  he  had  generally  acted. 

As  to  their  intinOBtions  that  ibis  French  faction 
wax  formed  into  a  party  by  a  foreigner  who  arrived 
liere  sereral  years  ago,  by  the  influence  of  money 
— that  tbej  are  leagned  with  United  Irishmen, 
and  societies  of  free  masons  in  this  aod  in  other 
conntrieSjfor  the  destruction  of  all  social  Fclations. 
of  all  private  property,  of  all  religion,  and  of  all 
goTemmenl,  and  that  so  great  a  proportiuu  of 
this  House,  and  two-lbirds  of  the  last,  are  ioTol- 
ved  in  the  chaise,  it  appeared  so  entirely  the  crea- 
tore  of  passions  and  imagination,  or  someihing 
worse,  that  with  all  his  respect  for  the  individuals 
who  hAd  made  the  inninuatioos,  he  could  not  per- 
soade  himselfiDgivethem  a  serious  answer.  He 
believed  the  gentlemen  erred  in  eonfinin^  their 
views  of  the  existence  of  political  party  in  This 
cOflffltrj  to  so  short  a  period.  It  might  probably 
arise  from  their  not  having  had  opportunity  to  be 
so  particularly  Rcqtiai[il«<rwicb  tne  affitira  of  this 
coaatry  before  that  time.  Tbese  remarks  had 
been  jwuicipallr  confined  to  the  last  and  the  pres- 
ent aesaion,  and  to  those  who  were  among  the  last 
•rho  had  taken  their  seats  in  the  councils  of  the 
United  States.  For  his  own  part,  he  did  not  con- 
aider  it  as  at  all  the  just  view  of  the  political  par- 
ties which  exist  in  this  country.  His  situation 
had  obliged  him  to  view  the  subject  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent extent.  This  country  had  but  lately  gone 
throogh  a  great  Revolution;  in  all  naiiont  and 
conntries  woere  a  revolution  has  taken  {dace,  it 

Enerally  affects  the  whole  age  in  which  it  hai 
ppeited,  and  often  much  more.    They  who  un- 


ereats  and  as  to  be  explained  on  principli 
some  measure  peculiar  to  themselves,  or  they  will 
be  led  into  error. 

In  the  long  struggles  between  the  houses  of 
York  and  Lancaster  in  England,  or  the  exfiol- 
uonofthe  Stuarts  and  the  esiablishmeDt  of  the 
honse  of  Hanover  upon  the  throne,  the  events  of 
those  times  are  to  be  jodeed  of  priuci|Mlly  by  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  those  transactions.  He 
believed  the  events  of  our  limes  bad  not  yet  got 
beyond  the  reach  and  influence  of  causes  peculiar 
10  that  revolniion ;  probably  they  who  came  after 
OS  may  discover  relations  in  character  and  events, 
which  form  the  real  picture  of  nature  and  of  life, 


«  overlooked  by  n 


It  the  present 


and  which  a 
time. 

Mr.  B.  also  observed  that  they  had  H;arcel7  got 
through  the  Revolution  before  it  became  expedient 
to  make  great  changes  io  the  form  of  iheir  GoV' 
emmeni;  though  ihis  was  done  with  unusual  calm- 
ness and  moderatioD,  yet  it  also  partook  so  much 
of  the  nature  of  a  revolution,  that  it  forms  an  im- 
portant part  io  ihe  view  of  the  political  parlies  in 
this  countr]r.  To  put  in  practice  a  single  new  law 
often  occasions  great  perplexity  and  oifierence  of 
opinion  in  a  court's  wnere  there  has  been  a  new 
revision  of  a  whole  code,  it  costs  years  of  labor 
and  difficulty  to  settle  the  practice  upon  it.  Tlw 
Conslitulion  of  the  United  Slates  contained  more 
provisions  on  great  and  important  subjects,  in  a 
small  compass,  than  almost  any  other  instrument 
that  had  gone  before  it;  of  course  it  vras  a  work 
of  great  difficulty  to  settle  the  practice  upon  alf 
the  parts  of  it,  and  to  carry  it  into  eSecl.  Just  as 
thisdifficult  undertaking  was  commenced,  the  com- 
motions begun  in  Europe ;  it  soon  became  a  great 
and  most  passionate  strife  of  all  the  cardinal  piin- 
ciplei  of  politics,  and  under  circumstances  thai 
could  not  fail  to  extend  their  influence  to  this 
country,  to  excite  something  of  the  same  strife 
between  the  same  principles,  and  make  our  own 
difficult  undertaking  doubly  difficult.  Besides  these 
c on ai derations  which  he  bad  now  ntentioned.  all 
society  showed  that  there  was  in  the  human  char- 
acter a  foundation  for  radical  different  opinions  on 
political  subjects;  there  is  not  a  place  in  which  it 
does  not  show  itself.  Some  are  always  for  turn- 
ing Government  a  little  higher,  and  others  for 
keeping  it  more  moderate ;  probaoly  if  a  thousand 
persons  in  exactly  similar  circumstances  were  re- 
moved at  once  and  placed  on  a  desolate  isle,  and 
in  the  midat  of  the  sea,  to  begin  a  society  for  them- 
selves, it  would  not  be  long  before  these  leading 
distinctions  would  show  themselves,  which  would 
Hnally  grow  up  into  the  old  settled  distinctions  of 
Monarcnists  and  Republicans,  There  was  nodoubt 
but  that  ii  showed  itself  early  in  this  country;  he 
had  no  doubt  but  that  it  showed  itself  before  the 
disbanding  of  the  American  Army,  in  the  at  tempts, 
which  have  been  well  known,  wnich  were  made 
to  prevent  their  disbaading,  and  lu  go  aod  demand 
their  pay  with  their  arms  in  iheir  hands:  and  in 
some  other  circumstances,  which  he  could  men- 

II  also  showed  itself  soon  after  the  peace,  in  re- 
peated attempts  to  jostle  the  pillars  of  tne  old 
Qovernment,  and  that  in  defiance  and  without 
the  consent  of  those  who  were  administering  it. 
After  they  consented  to  recommend  a  Conven- 
tion Io  make  alterations,  it  is  well  known  to  have 
shown  ilself  in  that  assembly;  the  greatness  of 
the  occasion  unexpectedly  called  lorth  such  a  por- 
tion of  the  oldest  and  most  venerable  statesmen 
of  our  country  as  efieclualty  to  correct  and  con* 
trol  the  councils  on  those  sobjecl: ;  they  kept  the 
same  ground  as  the  Revolution  had  taken,  and 
which  was  seen  in  all  the  State  Governments. 
They  took  their  principles  from  thai  set  of  po- 
litical  economists  and  pbiloaophers  now  nenerally 
denominated  in  the  English  language  Whigt,  and 
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consecrated  [hem  as  a  CoDstitution  for  the  gov- 
erameat  of  the  country.  Though  this  was  a 
very  great  and  decided  majority,  yet  it  is  equally 
well  knowD  that  there  were  some  who  eatertaJDed 
very  difierenl  opiDions ;  they  no  doubt  still  enter- 
tain ihem,  aod  they  who  expect  to  Sad  any  lime 
when  this  will  not  be  the  case,  expect  too  much 
of  human  nature,  they  wilt  be  sure  to  be  disap- 
pointed. 

These  were  the  outlines  under  which  he  had 
•ecustomed  himself  to  view  these  subjects ;  he 
was  sensible  they  would  often  receive  some  addi- 
tional colorings  from  the  great  evenLi  which  are 
now  passLugj  but  he  believed,  that  on  a  fair  view 
of  the  subject,  in  all  its  proper  relations  and  con- 
nexions, there  is  nothing  so  perilous  and  terrify- 
ing in  our  present  situation  as  to  be  sounded  so 
loudly  as  a  cause  of  alarm,  or  to  call  for  any  very 
harsh  or  desperate  measures  ;  nothing  but  what 
the  good  sense  and  virtue  of  the  people  of  this 
oountry  would,  in  a  time  of  peace,  soon  bring  to 
a  proper  situation.  Even  the  paper  which  one  ot 
the  gentlemen  adduced  as  the  ground  of  his  prin- 
cipal reliance  to  enforce  the  present  necessity  of 
this   law,  which  he  has  been  at  so  much  pains  to 

grocure,  does  not  at  all  strengthen  the  case  of 
witzerland  and  the  other  instances  which  have 
been  so  often  held  up  for  our  warning  and  alarm  ; 
there  one  of  the  parties  invited  foreign  force  to 
come  In  and  aid  tnem  in  vanquishing  their  politi- 
cal opposers ;  this  paper  represents  this  country  as 
truly  Republican;  that  the  people  will  without 
doubt  rally  round  their  Oovemmeat,  even  though 
ihey  may  conceive  them  to  be  guilty  of  errors, 
and  tluic  if  an  invasion  is  attempted,  they  may 
expect  ananimous  resistance. 

Mr.  BsACB  complained  that  ihegentleniaa  from 
Georgia,  who  had  just  sat  down,  had  forsaken  the 
subject  before  the  House,  by  giving  to  the  Houses 
dissertation  on  law,  politics,  and  history,  not  onlyof 
this  country,  but  also  of  European  countries.  The 
object  of  the  bill,  said  Mr.  a.  is  to  prevent  a  cer- 
tain mischief ;  bat  the  gentleman  says  Congress 
ought  Boi  to  pass  laws  on  particular  occasions.  If 
this  principle  liad  beenadhered  to,  our  code  would 
have  been  very  small.  He  had  supposed  that  all 
laws  were  [iroduced  by  particular  occasions  which 
showed  their  necessity.  He  believed  no  example 
could  be  adduced  from  the  whole  code  of  our  com- 
mon law,  of  a  law  which  did  not  originate  in 
lome  transaction  calculated  to  destroy  society.  To 
be  sure,  this  is  a  new  case  ;  but  the  gentleman 
lumself  allows  that  this  is  a  new  era.  in  which 
new  doctrines  and  new  principles  are  advanced. 
But  the  alarm  about  these  principles,  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  xayi,  has  generally  come  from 
Sntlemen  who  have  lately  taken  their  kbCs  in 
is  House,  who  are  unacquainted  with  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  Government  had  pro- 
ceeded from  its  commencement.  Mr.  B.  said  he 
supposed  he  should  come  within  this  class  of 
meiiib«ri.  He  confessed  he  had  not  had  the  ad- 
vantafce  of  the  experience  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia ;  but  he  should  notwithsUnding  take  the 
libetty  of  stating  that  the  occasion  which  has 
called  for  this  bin  isattrong  one,BDd  that  if  Con- 


gress go  upon  [he  ground  which  some  (^Uemen     | 
have  taken,  that  any  individual  Jias  a  right  to  in- 
terfere in  the  negotiations  of  the  Govenimeni, 
the  principle  is  so  broad  as  to  be  the  parent  of 
serious  mischiefs  to  this  country.     If  this  priacl- 
pie  were  just  it  would  go  to  the  subversion  of  all     { 
Government;  for  if  an  individaal  should  betl- 
lowed  to  interfere  in  one  department  of  the  Gor- 
ernment,  he  may  also  be  permitted  to  interfere  i& 
all.    The  principle  goes  the  whole  length,  and     i 
this  principle  once  allowed,  we  should  find  oae 
class  of  individuals  taking' upon  ihemselves  tbt 
Legislative  power,  another  the  Executive,  and  a 
third  the  Judiciary.    Nay,  he  did  not  see  why  any 
number  of  people,  who  had  formed  an  opinion     { 
from  the  debates  which  are  published,  that  this 
House  was  at  any  time  acting  Bontrary  lo  the 
welfare  of  the  country,  might  not  come  torwaid 
in  a  body,  or  as  iadividuals,  and  state  iheii  objee-     i 
tions  to  them  on  this  floor.    Such  a  principle,  it 
must  be  seen,  therefore,   would  lead  to  nothing 
but  disorganization  and  ruin. 

The  result  of  doctrines  of  this  kind  has  pro- 
moted, upon  the  great  theatre  of  Europe,  scena 
which  have  astonished  the  world ;  and  were  ihef 
once  acted  upon  here,  it  would  be  opening  a  door 
for  the  like  scenes  to  be  carried  on  here.  Bat 
these  scenes  bad  been  so  frequently  and  so  aUy 
brought  lo  the  view  of  ibis  House,  that  It  would 
be  a  waste  of  time  for  him  to  dilate  upon  them. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that  this  would  be  the 
operation  of  such  a  doctrine. 

This  mischief,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  intended  to  be 
prevented  by  this  bill.  The  conduct  which  hid 
given  riw  to  this  bill,  if  the  facts  stated  are  iru^ 
might  be  punished  at  common  law ;  but  it  \s  said 
we  have  no  common  law  that  will  reach  tfaiicasci 
that  the  Federal  courts  havenocommoal»w,BBd 
this  ought  to  be  a  complete  answer  to  genlletaea 
who  say  this  is  no  offence.  He  believed  it  lo  bt 
not  only  an  offence,  but  an  offence  of  the  highest 
kind,  and  ought  to  be  provided  sgaiost  by  a  stat- 
ute law  of  the  Government ;  not  for  the  sakeof 
punishing  individuals,  but  in  order  to  secure  the 
Government. 

Gentlemen  opposed  to  this  bill  have  not  all 
taken  the  same  ground  of  opposition.  Some  have 
admitted  the  principle  upon  which  itisfoundedu 
be  good,  but  that  it  covers  too  much  groondi 
What,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  this  bill  T  He  thought  it 
eould  not  be  read  by  an  impartial  individual  vba 
could  doubt  as  to  its  object,  or  the  mischief  in  M 
prevented.  Here  is  a  Government,  and  there  ii* 
a  variety  of  European  Governments.  This  law 
does  not  relate  to  any  particular  one.  It  pro- 
poses to  punish  any  person  who  shall  interfere  in 
any  controversy  or  dispute  between  this  GoTwn- 
ment  and  any  of  these  foreign  Governments.  But 
gentlemen  hare  stated  a  variety  of  indiyidow 
cases  as  coming  within  the  compass  of  this  biU, 
which  can  by  no  means  be  so  considered.  Sap- 
pose,  raid  Mr.  B.,  an  individual  has  lost  his  ves- 
sel, and  goes  to  a  foreign  Government  to  recover 
it ;  what  connexion  can  this  be  supposed  to  bste 
with  any  dispute  between  the  two  countries? 
I  Certainly  none;  the  individual  sufferer  goes  to 
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seek  redress  for  bimself,  or  for  some  person  by 
whom  he  is  employed,  and  has  do  coDDezioa- 
with  any  dispnie  of  tk  DatioDa!  kind. 

But  in  the  course  of  the  remarks  which  have 
been  made  on  this  bill,  eeDllemeo  have  not  coa- 
fiaed  themselres  to  the  bill  itaelf,  but  bave  gone 
into  a  consideratioa  of  the  general  iioLiey  of  the 
GoTetnmeat.  The  gentlemaa  from  Virg-inia,  yes- 
terday, (Mr.  NicBOLAa,)  slated  that  a  course  of 
proceeaings  had  been  adopted  by  a  majority  in 
this  House,  the  effect  of  which  had  produced  a 
large  army,  a  nary,  and  considerahte  taxatioo. 
He  supposed  this  system  wrong,  as  it  led  to  war ; 
but  he  Delieved  it  was  a  system  which  pleased 
certain  gentlemen,  and  to  support  this  idea  (with 
how  much  propr|etj  be  would  not  say)  he  had 
introduced  some  lines  from  a  poetical  work,  a 
Httduction  of  the  State  from  whence  he  came. 
The  object  of  this  was  to  show  that  geailemeQ 
opposed  to  him  in  opinion  had  been  the  aiders  and 
abettors  of  QoTemmcDt  to  produce  a  war.  These 
are  ideas  of  extensive  operation,  said  Mr.  B.,  and 
inToW e  very  serious  charges  against  the  measures 
of  GoTemment.  For  his  own  pan,  he  did  not 
think  that  those  gentlemen  who  ate  in  the  habit 
of  SDpportiDg  all  the  measures  of  Government, 
ought  to  be  denominated  a  party  j  those  only 
who  oppose  nicb  measures  deserve  that  appella- 
tion— especially  in  all  free  Governments.  The 
gentleman  from  Georj^ia  has,  indeed,  stated  this 
Government  as  in  its  infancy,  as  making  ezperi- 
mcnts,  and  that  no  ill  effects  need  be  apprehended 
&om  them.  He  could  not  himself  rest  ibus  sat- 
ufied. 

Much,  Hr.  B.  observed,  had  been  said  in  favor 
of  peace,  that  it  is  all  desirable,  and  that  war  in- 
volves every  calamity.  These  are  topics  on  which 
we  may  declaim,  and  about  which  a  great  deal 
may  be  said ;  but  he  did  not  belteve  the  friends  of 
Giovemment  had  been  contendiugforwarassuch. 
He  believed,  on  the  contrary,  that  their  object  bad 
been  peace — that  peace  which  could  be  had  upon 
a  solid  foundation.  He  was  convinced  that  a 
peace  of  this  kind  has  been  and  still  is  the  object 
of  this  Qovernmeut.  and  that  the  measures  which 
have  been  adoptee,  notwithstandiog  what  has 
been  said  to  the  conltary,  bave  been  calculated  to 
procure  it. 

What,  exclaimed  Mr.  B.,  would  have  been  the 
situation  of  this  country,  had  opposite  measures 
to  those  which  have  been  adopted  been  pursued, 
and  we  had  now,  agreeably  to  the  wi^'hes  of  ibe 

Bntleman  fronVirgtnia,  neither  Army  nor  Navy  f 
t  left  the  reSection  of  every  gentleman's  own 
mind  to  make  a  reply.  It  would  be  readily  al- 
lowed that  the  present  situation  of  Europe  had 
changed,  in  some  degree,  the  state  of  ikings  here. 
An  invasion  of  our  counliy  may  not  be  attempted 
at  u  early  a  period  as  was  formerly  expected. 
With  respect  to  our  Navy,  however,  Mr.  B.  be- 
lieved, if  It  had  not  been  for  it,  the  whole  of  oui 
commerce  would,  before  now,  have  been  cut  up 
by  the  roots,  our  vessels  would  have  been  taken 
oat  of  OUT  harbors,  and  our  towns  reduced  to 
ashes.  There  was  nothing,  at  least,  to  have  pre- 
vailed this  from  being  the  case,  aod  we  know 


sufficient,  said  he,  of  the  hostile  disposition  of  the 
enemy,  to  lead  us  to  believe  that  this  would  have 
been  the  case. 

Happily  for  this  country,  continued  Mr.  B.,  the 
course  desired  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
has  not  been  pursued.  We  have  been  plac^  on 
a  different  ground.  The  measures  which  have 
been  taken  have  been  defensive,  and  calculated  to 
cut  off  all  commonication  with  the  nation  from 
whom  we  have  received  so  much  injury ;  but  all 
our  measures  will  be  in  vain,  if  the  door  proposed 
to  be  closed  by  this  bill,  is  left  open.  Of  what 
avail  will  it  be,  that  our  commercial  intercourse 
is  cut  off;  if  individuals  are  permitted  to  hold  as 
intercourse  of  a  far  more  dangerous  kind  1  So 
far  from  this  bill  being  unnecessary,  therefore,  it  is 
absolutely  essential  to  follow  up  our  syidem  of  de> 
fence.  Indeed,  this  is  a  part  of  our  defence  which 
is  above  all  others  necessary,  as  it  will  defend  us 
against  foreign  intrigue,  against  what  has  already 
brought  upon  this  country  great  calamities,  ana 
'nvolved  many  others  in  irretrievable  ruin.  This 
Time,  said  Mr.  B..  is,  of  all  others,  of  the  deepest 
lye ;  an  individual  may  commit  murder,  and  de- 
lerve  punishment,  but  his  crime  may  affect  only  a 
imall  number  of  persons;  but  the  evil  of  an  of- 
fence of  this  kind  is,  that  it  involves  a  whole  na- 
tion, and  puts  at  hazard  everything  which  we  hold 

Mr.  B.  coDclnded  by  saying^  that  this  was  an 

traordinary  case,  that  few  mdividuals  would 

er  be  found  to  embark  in  such  a  business ;  but, 

as  what  had  occurred    might  again  occur,    he 

hoped  a  punishment  would  be  provided  for  the 

Mr.  RuTLEixiE  observed,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  who  this  morning  opened  the  de> 
bate,  in  charging  the  friends  ot  the  present  bill 
with  legislating  upon  the  circumstances  of  the 
day,  had  been  so  candid  as  to  allow  that  practice 
was  not  peculiar  to  this  Assembly ;  and,  he  would 
add  that,  legislating  upon  circumstances  as  they 
arose,  was  coeval  with  the  science  of  legislation. 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia  well  knows  that  it 
is  the  business  of  Government  to  mark  and  cor- 
rect abuses  that  may  occur,  and  that  if  nothing 


jurisprudence.  If  the  tranquillity  of  America  bad 
not  been  inlerruptecL  and  she  had  not  been  mot* 
aced  with  war,  we  should  not  have  passed  sedition 
and  alien  laws,  and  other  laws,  which  had  been 
dictated  by  the  circumstances  of  the  times;  they 
called  imperiously  for  those  laws,  which  would 


tion.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  enter* 
tained  the  House  with  a  long  and  learned  disser- 
tation upon  parties,  and  declared  the  advocates  (tf 
the  bill  could  not  seriously  believe  that  any  mem- 
bers of  this  House  were  capable  of  carrying  their 
opposition  to  the  Oovernment  so  far  as  to  endan- 
ger the  independence  of  this  country  ;  he  treated 
all  that  had  oeen  said  upon  this  subject  as  men 
chimeras,  as  the  offsprings  of  liveljr  imaginations, 
and  asserted  that  he  cou^  not  believe  the  oppoai- 
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tion  meao  to  briog  ruin  upon  »  country  in  whose 
welfare  they  are  as  much  iDlerested  as  we  are,  by 
the  circumstances  of  birth  and  wealth,  and  other 
equally  weighty  considerations.  To  ihese  obsei- 
rations  he  would  gire  a  short  answer;  it  was, 
that  the  oppo^itioD  in  this  coon  try  was  so  ana)  o- 
eous  to  the  opposition  parties  in  other  countries, 
that  be  could  easily  suppose  they  would  act  here 
ai  the  oppositions  had  in  Holland,  Switzerland, 
Ireland,  and  other  countries,  where  there  had  ex- 
isted oppositioD  parties,  and  where  they  had  con- 
stituted a  very  considerable  mean  in  subverting 
the  liberties  oi  their  respective  countries.  Those 
parties  everywhere  began  wilh  reform,  and  every- 
where ended  with  ruin;  their  zeal  had  far  sur- 
passed their  wisdom,  and  had  carried  them  lengths 
which,  originally,  they  never  contemplated  going. 
This  fact  had  been  fully  illustrated  in  an  interest- 
ing puhlioation,  which  had  been  dedicated  to  a 
distinguished  member  of  this  House,  ^Mr.  Gal- 
latin,) and  in  which  the  writer,  speaking  of  the 
misfortuoes  of  his  country,  (which,  from  being 
one  of  the  most  free  in  Europe,  had  become  a 
department  of  France.)  jays : 

"  Stop  where  yon  are ;  recollect  tlie  fate  of  our  cam- 
mon  country,  Geneva,  and  do  not  put  at  hazard  the 
liberties  of  America;  tike  yon,  I  opposed  the  Adminis- 
tntian  of  my  omntij;  my  lesl  to  re&na  carried  me  all 
lengths  in  deatroying,  and  I  live  a  wandering  exile  to 
mourn  over  the  ruina  of  a  Government  whitJi  I  uded 
to  destioy,  and  which  oiiginiUj  I  meant  to  reform." 

In  the  history  of  Qeneva,  gentlemen  would  see 
how  the  opposition  there  to  t&e  administration  of 
the  Goyemment  had  been  led  into  the  revolution- 
ary road  by  the  delusive  lights  which  are  held  out 
from  the  new-fangled  philosophy  of  the  times,  and 
which  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  yesterday  ac- 
knowledged an  acquiescence  in,  when  he  said  "  we 
are  contending  for  the  rights  of  man."  If  gentle- 
men are  not  aaiisfied  by  referring  to  Greneva,  he 
entreated  them  to  look  at  Ireland,  and  contemplate 
how  the  opposition  there,  (composed  of  persons 
who  had  mnch  to  lose  by  insurrection,  and  much 
to  attach  them  to  the  preservation  of  good  order,) 
had  been  carried  by  their  misdirected  zeal  and 
spirit  of  party,  from  plans  of  very  limited  reforms 
to  open  war  against  their  country.  They  had  on 
:asions declared  that  their  only  object  wasa 
s  of  the  grievances  of  the  Catholics  and 

iters ;  a  Parliamentary  reform  was  ongioal- 

ly  all  they  talked  of;  they  solemnly  protested 

tney  would  not  in  any  event  go  beyond  r 

Mire;  we  find,  howeyer;  that  these  perai 
having  associated  for  attempting  these 
of  reform,  (as  ibey  declared,)  took  up  arms  against 
their  country ;  we  find  that  self-denominal  ' 
triots,  who  had  been  loud  in  their  professi 
loyalty,  have  lately  been  conducting  French  fleets 
and  French  armies  to  their  native  shores;  we  find 
them  combined  with  a  foreign  force  for  the  pnr- 
pose  of  annihilating  a  Government,  which,  origi- 
nally, they  only  meant  to  reform. 

Mr.  R.  said,  the  pieseot  bill  appeared  to  him  so 
nnobjectionable,  that  he  could  not  suppose  it  would 
have  beea  opposed,  if  the  ingenuity  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  had  not  suggested  an 
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t  formed  the  ground  ofop- 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  laid 
foot-hold  of  it,  and  said  that,  legislating  upon  a 
particular  case  would  produce  inconvenience  in 
all  other  cases;  to  show  this,  he  had  said  that,  if 
the  eiceptioDs  contended  for,  were  not  Introduced 
into  the  bill,  persons  trading  with  the  Indiana 
might  be  liable  to  its  penalties;  he  was  muchsu> 
prised  by  this  objection  coming  from  the  gentle- 
from  Georgia,  for  he  very  well  knewby  eooi- 
munications  from  the  War  Office,  made  to  a  com- 
of  which  he  was  a  member,  that  Indian 
traders  who  had  gone  into  the  Indian  country,  un- 
der the  pretence  of  selling  goods,  had  been  m 
reality  employed  by  a  foreign  nation,  for  the  pur- 

Sose  of  alieoatiog  the  affectioni  of  certain  tribes 
:om  the  United  States,  He  allowed,  this  bill 
might  interfere  with  persons  going  among  the 
IndiaDs,  hut  it  would  be  a  salutary  interfereneei 
and  tend  to  preserve  the  peace  and  promote  the 
welfare  of  our  Western  citizens.  A  gentleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  Shitb)  said,  he  could  not 
vote  for  the  bill  without  the  exceptions  proposed; 
that,  without  them,  no  individual  would  be  safe 
in  attempting  to  recover  hii  property,  which  h»I 
been  detained  in  Prance;  and  that  if  the  Fteotk 
should  be  disponed  to  make  overtures  of  peace, 
they  could  not,  if  the  bill  pa.ssed,  be  received  by 
any  American  in  France,  not  even  by  our  Conaiu 
GSenerai. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  been  told 
by  every  professional  gentleman  who  had  spoken 
on  this  subject,  that  the  cases  he  adverted  to  wodd 
never  be  considered  as  coming  within  the  mean- 
ing of  this  law;  he  also  knew  there  were  l*w» 
on  the  subject  which  would  not  be  repealed  by 
this  bill,  and  which  would  afford  ample  tueaiu 
of  relief  in  all  such  cases  as  he  had  mecticned; 
he  very  well  knew  that  the  act  would  still  be  in 
force  which  provides  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
claims  of  Americao  citizens  in  the  Admiralty 
courts  of  any  of  the  belligerent  Powers.  Wiin 
respect  to  our  Consul  at  Paris,  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  must  know  that  he  is  no  diplomatic 
character,  and  that  be  possesses  no  treaty  poivers 
whatever.  Mr.  R,  said  he  would  be  sorry  if  our 
Consul  General  did  prasess  powers  to  negotiate 
with  France ;  he  certainly  should  not  expect  an 
advantageous  negotiation  from  the  gentleman  who 
is  our  Consul  at  Paris.     Mr.  R,  said,  there  is  ■ 

Kint  of  view,  from  which,  if  gentlemen  would 
jk  at  the  exceptions,  it  would  te  impossible  for 
them  to  approve  them ;  they  would  see  in  them  i 
cloak  lar^  enough  to  cover  the  most  miscbievoos 
designs.  If  all  the  malcontents  in  America  were 
to  assemble  by  their  delegates  in  Congress,  and 
believiog  the  Administration  too  wicked  or  too 
weak  to  desire  an  attainable  and  good  peace, 
should  determine  to  send  an  Envoy  to  Farii, 
what  would  be  their  inslructions  to  him?  They 
would  charge  him  to  askfor  the  restoration  of  our 
stolen  properly ;  for  the  release  of  our  seamen, 
and  every  other  thing  which  the  exceptions  oflM 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  permit,  ihe^ 
in  fact,  covering  all  the  points  now  at  issue  be- 
tween the  two  countries.    Mr.  R-  declared  he  be- 
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liered  ihe  bill  would  be  highly  miichieTout  if 
■mended  as  prQposeil  by  the  other  side  of  ihe 
House,  sod  showed  that,  in  all  well  coosiicuted 
GoTernmeoti,  it  is  a  fuodaioental  priaciple,  that 
the  GoverDment  should  possess  exclusirelf  the 
power  of  carrying  on  foreisD  nesotiatious. 

Hr.  Gallatin  objected  to  ilis  bill,  becaose, 
tutdEi  the  pretence  of  punishing  certain  offences 
irfaich  oasnt  to  be  punished,  it  is  expressed  in 
so  genei&r  a  raanner  as  to  include  a  number  of 
■eta  which  Duehl  not  to  be  punished  ;  because  it 
is  drawn  in  toe  loosest  possible  manner ;  and 
wants  that  precisian  and  correclneis  which  ought 
always  to  eoaracterize  a  penal  Jaw.  The  words 
"  any  citizen  who  shall  directly  or  indirectly  com- 
mence or  carry  on  any  verbal  or  writtea  corres- 
pcHMlence  or  intercourse  with  any  foreign  Oot- 
eminent,  or  any  officer  or  agent  tfaereof,  relating 
to  any  dispute  or  controversy  betwen  any  for- 
eign Government  and  the  United  States,  with  in- 
tent to  intlueDce  Ihe  measuiei  or  conduct  of  the 
GoTeritment  having  disputes  or  controversies  with 
the  United  States ;  or  shall  counsel,  advise,  aid, 
or  assist,  in  any  such  correspondence,"  are  k> 
vacoe.  incorrect,  and  dif^imilar  to  our  other  pe- 
niulaws,  that  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  voce 
Bjpinst  this  bill;  especially  when  amendments, 
wiiieh  have  been  proposed  to  remedy  these  de- 
fects, have  been  rejected,  without  attempting,  if 
they  were  objectionable,  to  make  them  less  so ; 
and  wbeo  the  friends  of  the  bill,  as  reported,  re- 
fuse to  go  into  a  Committee  of  Ine  Whole  to  see 
if  it  cannot  be  amended. 

Before  he  went  into  the  nature  of  the  bill,  be 
would  say  a  few  words  on  its  principles  in  general. 
Wliat  are  tbey  ?  Ate  they  founded  on  the  ground 
that  it  is  proper  to  punish  an  individual  who 
shall  assume  toe  power  lo  negotiate  with  a  for- 
eign Government — power  that  is  placed  alone  in 
the  Executive  1  It  u  wurthv  of  remark,  that  nei- 
ther the  words  assumption  01  power,  not  the  word 
negotiation,  appear  in  the  bill  now  on  the  table. 
The  crime  there  described,  is  not  to  enter  into  a 
negotiation  with  a  forelgD  Power,  with  an  intent 
to  usurp  or  aitume  the  powers  vested  in  the  Gx- 
eeutire  aathoiiiy.  Gentlemen  have  made  use  of 
one  set  of  expressions  in  the  bill,  aud  they  use 
another  kind  when  they  come  to  advocate  it.  Can 
an  individaal,  who  derives  no  power  from  the 
Execntive,  assume  a  power  vested  in  the  Execu- 
tive to  act  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  and  to  bind 
the  nation?  The  idea  is  ridiculous  and  absurd 
in  itself;  the  most  lo  of  any  that  ever  entered 
into  the  head  of  man.  Let  an  individual  go  and 
draw  a  sketch  of  a  treaty  ;  will  it  be  an  assump- 
tion of  power  1  No  ;  to  assume  a  power  van  must 
carry  it  into  effect.  To  draw  a  sketch  ofihis  kind 
woold  be  no  more  an  assumption  of  power  than 
tlM  drawing  of  a  petition  praying  tnat  certain 
meaiDra  tnay  be  adopted  by  the  Government ; 
which  might  De  said  to  be  dictating  to  the  Govern- 
meni  as  to  what  was  proper  to  be  done. 

It  has  been  said,  thai  if  individuals  are  not  pro- 
hibited in  the  manner  proposed  by  this  bill,  tney 
will  itext  take  npon  them  the  Executive,  the  Le- 
gislative, and  Judiciary  powers;  that  men  will 


lay  their  opinions  before  us,  and  by  that  means 
overset  the  Government.  lodividusis,  said  Mr. 
G.,  are  continually  giving  us  their  opinions,  and 
previously  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
and  pulling  them  in  form,  Have  gentlemen  forgot 
tenthat,wEilBt  iheBritish  Treaty  wasunder  consid- 
eration, town-meetings  were  held  fiom  one  end  of 
the  United  States  to  the  other,  and  that  crowds  of 
petitions  were  presented  to  this  Hooae  telling  o> 
we  must  acquiesce  ia  the  treaty  1  But  no  one 
ever  thought  that  the  doing  of  this  was  an  aosump- 
tion  of  power,  but  merely  the  expression  of  an 
opinion ;  and,  in  the  same  manner,  it  is  in  thfr 
power  of  any  individual  lo  sketch  a  treaty,  and 
say  it  is  such  an  one  as  he  could  wish  to  se* 
adopted  by  this  country  and  France.  An  indi- 
vidual would  be  justified  in  publishing  this  sketch 
of  a  treaty,  and  in  sending  it  to  France  through 
the  medium  of  the  press. 

What,  said  Mr.  0.,ia  the  act  rendered  criminal 
by  this  bill  1  Is  it  the  commission  of  an  act  which 
might  either  defeat  or  change  the  measures  of  our 
owD  Govemmeot  1  This  would  be  an  uiurpa- 
ion  of  the  Execuiive  authorilv.  if  an  individual 
ihould  force  ihem  to  change  their  measures.  If 
an  individual  were  to  give  an  opinion  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive oD  the  proper  way  of  acting  in  anv  par- 
icular  ease,  some  gentlemen  might  think  (tbough 
he  did  notVthat  it  would  be  an  attempt  to  innn- 
ce  the  Executive  authority;  but  the  offence 
be  punished  by  this  bill,  is  ooifor  having  inBa- 
enced  our  own,  but  a  foreign  Grovemment. 

Yet,  Mr.  G.  allowed,  this  bill  does  include  of< 
fences  which  ought  to  be  punished,  because  such 
correspondence  might  be  carried  on  with  a  for- 
ign  GovernmeDl  as  might  be  criminal;  but  be 
wished  to  have  the  crime  defined.  The  words 
used  in  this  bill  are  neither  descriptive  of  an 
usurpation  of  the  Executive  authority,  nor  de- 
scriptive of  an  act  criminal  in  itself;  because^  said 
he,  no  mischief  can  arise  from  any  person  influ- 
encing a  foreign  Oovernment  in  our  favor.  Yel 
this  is  proponed  to  be  punished  by  this  bill. 

But  gentlemen  say  there  is  uo  danger ;  the 
courts  will  undoubtedly  take  care  to  punish — 
whom  1  Not  those  who  act  without  bad  inten- 
tion, but  wliom  they  please.  That  is  to  tay,  we 
must  pass  a  son  of  general  bill,  giving  merely 
aulhoriiy  to  the  courts  without  defining  how 
it  is  to  be  applied,  and  leave  them  to  punish 
or  not  punish,  as  they  judge  proper ;  lo  explain 
and  define  the  law  as  they  please ;  or,  in  oihet 
words,  our  Government  Is  lo  become  a  Govern- 
ment, not  of  law,  but  of  men  !  Butj  gentlemen 
say,  no  court  will  render  such  a  decision  as  [o  in- 
volve a  man  applying  for  a  restoration  of  his  own 
properly,  or  the  properiv  of  any  one  by  whom  he 
may  be  employed.  Wnat  security,  said  Mr.  G., 
have  we  for  this?  Is  it  not  true,  that  a  man  ap- 
plying for  bis  own  property,  or  that  of  another, 
must  necessarily  enter  into  the  subject  of  dispute 
between  the  two  countries?  Has  it  not  been  de- 
clared that  the  identical  cases  stated  in  the  amend- 
ment which  he  had  proposed,  if  taken  in  the  ag- 
gregate, would  constjtuie  the  whole  matters  of 
diapuie  between  France  and  this  country?  It  had 
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b«en  BO  declared,  thoug-b  be  believed  geDtiemeD 
were  mislaken,  us.  on  inquiry,  it  nill  be  found 
there  are  olber  oHects  of  dispute  between  tbe  two 
Qorernmenis.  But,  taking  the  matter  upon  the 
ground  on  whicb  geailemen  place  il ;  In  the  me- 
morial lately  presented  to  tbe  Council  of  Five 
Hundred  by  certain  European  mercbants,  (to 
which  he  had  already  referred)  tbe  applicHtion  is 
openly  made  with  a  view  of  cbangins  the  meas- 
ures of  the  French  GoTernment.  Yet,  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  has  said,  that  the 
presenting  of  such  a  memorial  by  an  Araericnn 
citizen  would  not  be  criminal.  Mr.  G.  could  not 
reconcile  this  bill  with  assertions  of  this  kind. 
Wilt  that  senilemBn  tell  me,  that  a  court  shall  so 
construe  tnis  law,  without  any  exception  being 
annexed  to  it,  ss  to  exclude  cases  of  this  aort  7  To 
(ell  me  that  all  this  is  understood,  is  a  doctrine 
which  t  cannot  comprehend.  I  do  not  wish  to 
leave  this  to  the  conns;  I  wish  the  law  itself  to 
define  what  are  the  specific  cases  upon  which  it 
is  to  act,  that  il  may  be  clearly  known  what  it 
will  be  criminal  to  do  and  what  may  be  done  tn- 


1  France,  he 
would  not  hesitate  to  bold  conversation  with  Mr. 
Talleyrand :  that  he  should  not  scruple  to  tell  him 
freely  and  plainly  bis  opinion  of  all  the  measures  of 
Fiance  towards  this  country;  nor  should  he  be 
afraid  of  falling  under  the  lash  of  this  law,  from 
having  held  such  a  conversation.  What  does 
this,  said  Mr.  G.,amount  to,  connected  with  what 
had  been  said  about  the  existence  of  a  dangerous 
combination  of  men,  a  French  parly  id  this  coun- 
try,  and  other  expressions  of  the  same  importi 
Does  it  not  mean  thai  (he  law  is  to  attach  to  a 
certain  description  of  men,  and  not  to  others  1 
Acconling  to  tne  manner  in  which  our  courts  are 
formed,  our  juries  summoned,  and  other  circum- 
stances, the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  thinks 
he  is  safe,  the  courts  will  protect  him.  Yes !  he 
may  act  as  be  pleast-s  with  impunity.  If  a  man 
it  a  federalist,  he  will  be  innocent,  but  if  he  is  an 
anti-federaliHt  he  will  be  guilty.  [Mr.  Habfer 
denied  having  said  any  such  thing,  and  repeated 
what  he  had  said.]  Mr.  Q.  observed,  he  did  not 
charge  the  gentleman  with  making  the  inferences 
which  he  had  himself  made:  but  tbe  facts  which 
he  had  repeated  are  the  same  as  he  bad  now  stated 
diem  to  he  and  be  tliought  the  conclusions  which 
ke  bad  put  upon  them  were  perfectly  natural. 

But  we  are  told,  said  Mr.  G.  that  at  all  eTenti, 
it  is  necessary  to  hare  a  bill  of  ibis  general  nature^ 
for  if  any  exceptioos  whatever  are  made,  a  man 
might,  under  color  of  these  exceptions,  carry  on  a 
niminal  correspondence.  This,  said  he,  isihe  most 
extraordinary  ground  for  I^islalion  that  could  be 
adranced.  To  punish  men,  not  for  what  they  do, 
but  because,  in  doing  somethins  which  is  right, 
they  may  have  done  iomeibing  wrong.  Yet  ;ren- 
tlemen  allow  that  these  cases  are  not  included  in 
the  bill;  but  that  the  proviso  cannot  be  inserted, 
hecause  it  is  necessary  to  cut  the  evil  up  by  the 
root.  If  this  argument  is  good,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  cut  off  all  correspondence  wbatevN;  and 


yet  they  allow  that  some  correspondence  may 
still  be  carried  on  notwithstandins;  this  bill. 

Again,  nothing  is  said,  as  he  before  stated,  re- 
specting neEotiaiion  or  a  usurpation  of  Eiecuiirr 
power;  so  that  an  individual  might  go  to  England 
and  reside  there,  might  negotiate  and  form  new 
connexions,  and  might  be  encouraged  and  suppori- 
ed  in  his  career  by  the  Government  of  that  coun- 
try, in  doing  everything  that  he  could  do  to 
change  tbe  situation  of  tbe  two  Govemmeots. 
Mr.  Q.  concluded,  therefore,  that  this  hill  will  not 
answer  the  end  proposed ;  since  il  will  not  punish 
all  the  crimes  which  may  come  under  what  i> 
called  usuipationsi>f  tbe  Executive  authority;  bui 
will  in  one  quarter  punish  with  unheard  of  sever- 
ity, and  in  another  leave  matters  as  they  are. 

But  the  House  is  told,  that  the  particular  situa- 
tion of  the  country  calls  for  the  act.  In  tbe  fim 
place,  allowing  the  danger  to  exist,  and  alluding 
to  tbe  transaction  which  had  lately  taken  place, 
allow  that  such  a  mission,  as  it  is  called  by  some. 
and  a  volunlary  voyage  by  others,  and  suppose, 
the  French  think  they  have  a  party  here  in  ihrir 
ftvor.  From  what  cause  do  they  belfeve  this) 
He  should  suppose,  because  there  is  a  party  here 
who  are  making  perpetual  declamations  to  tbis  ef- 
fect on  this  floor,  and  because  most  of  the  preuM 
on  the  Continent  teem  with  similar  insinuations. 
But  it  isnot  a  little  remarkable,  continued,  Mr.  G., 
that  when  a  certain  Slate  paper  was  read  to  the 
House  yesterday,  by  the  gentleman  from  Souih- 
CarolioB,  the  crime  appeared  to  be,  that  the  wriiet 
had  attempted  to  show  the  French  Govemnjent 
that  tbey  have  no  party  here.  Gentlemen  think 
it  perfectly  innocent  in  themselves  to  inviie  fur- 
ther aggressions,  nay,  an  invasion,  by  assaring 
France  that  they  have  a  parly  here  ready  to  tfceive 
them ;  and  they  hold  it  up  as  a  crime  that  an  inoi- 
vidual  should  have  spoken  of  the  unanimity  of  ihe 
people,  and  their  determinalion  to  rally  round  iherr 
Government  against  the  attacks  of  any  foreign  na- 
tion whatever ;  and  think  the  writer  of  such  i  pa- 
per ought  to  be  punished.  , 

Again,  the  House  had  been  told,  in  a  geueraJ 
way.not,  perhaps,  perfectly  connected  with  toe  sub- 
ject, that  after  our  Government  had  failed  iQ.'" 
endeavors  to  obtain  an  honorable  accommMaUO" 
with  France,  an  individual  goes,  or  is  seal  by  a 
party,  for  the  purpose  of  n^otialing  a  peace  win 
that  Governmenl;  and  it  is  added  he  must  do  IW 
by  making  dishonorable  stipulations.    But,  '""'' 


t  that  such  a  negotiation  i 


pened  and  ai 


vidual  were  to  agree  to  certain  conditiw"' 
since  be  would  have  no  power  to  bind  the  naiion. 
his  folly  would  recoil  upon  himself.  , 

But  the  danger  to  he  apprehended,  he  suppoM"' 
was  not  from  any  disadvantageous  siipulaiiM  Wj 
ing  made.  Gentlemen  do  not  pretend  to  sav,  taa 
anything  of  this  kind  had  been  spoken  of  by  iw 
gentleman  lately  in  France  They  seem  to  " 
afraid  of  a  contrary  conduct;  they  arealarrneo  n«- 
cause  the  truth  is  spoken  with  respect  to  'he  ««- 
aiion  ot  the  country.  If  tbe  gentleman  aiioo« 
to,  or  any  other  person,  bad  told  France  t  ^^ 
peace  upon  dishonorable  terms  was  the  obje 
a  party  here;  such  assurances  could  not  have  pi" 
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dneed  a  ehniige  in  lh«  lacuures  of  that  GorerO' 
mem;  bnt  rather MreagiheDtbemineontiauiDgibe 
nine  line  of  conduct  which  they  had  heretofore 
pursued.  It  is  anlf  by  telliog  a  foreign  nalioD, 
(bat  DO  such  party  as  they  may  have  supposed 
exists ;  that  there  is  no  set  of  men  io  this  country 
who  wish  for  a  dishonorable  peace,  or  a  dishonor- 
able treaty,  that  any  effect  could  possibly  be  pro- 
duced. Mr.  O.  did  not  know  that  any  such  effect 
had  been  nrodoced ;  bnt  he  was  sure  it  could  only 
be  eAecied  by  such  means 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  mentioned  ano- 
ther effect,  thmi  be  conceiTed  hig^hly  dangerous, 
which  was,  that  an  individual  might  offer  termi 
ofpfsci?  toa  foreign  Government  which  it  might 
bewilling  to  accept;  which,  when  they  came  to  be 
published  in  this  country,  would  appear  so  reason- 
able to  the  people,  that  the  refusal  of  them  on  the 
part  of  our  (Government,  might  have  the  effect  to 
destroy  the  popularity  of  the  Qoverument.  Mr. 
G.  said,  there  was  at  least  candor  in  a  supposition 
of  this  kind.  He  believed  this  might 'be  a  high 
offence  to  QoTeroment.  Bui  upon  what  ground 
does  ibie  argument  go  1  That  (he  QoverDment 
doei  not  wiib  to  accept  of  such  terms  of  accom- 
modation as  ^roold  be  most  agreeable  to  the  peo- 
[de  at  large.  He  did  not  believe  this.  He  did  not 
thiak  that  oar  Government  would  reject  terms  of 

Ece,  which  wouM  be  popular  throughout  the 
ion.  He  believed  the  Gkivemmentand  the  peo- 
jde  entertain  the  same  opinion  on  thi^  point,  viz: 
that  whatever  a  peace  can  be  made  wiih  safety, 
on  just  and  honorable  terms,  it  ought  to  be  made. 
And.  therefore,  if  any  individual  could,  by  any 
■TgnmeDt,  or  reasoning,  create  such  a  change  in 
the  meastues  of  the  Government  of  France  as  to 
prevail  npon  them  to  offer  such  terms  of  peace  as 
woold  be  acceptable,  it  could  not  be  an  offence, 
nor  could  it  defeat  the  measures  of  our  Govero- 
meni.  nnjess  when  their  measures  were  inimical 
to  1  peace  of  any  kind. 

Again,  it  had  been  said  that  a  correspondence 
M^bl  not  to  be  permitted,  because  individuals 
might  abase  and  defame  our  Government.  This, 
^said,  was  making  this  bill  a  second  edition  of  the 
KditioQ  acL  He  supposed  that  law  had  been  bad 
noDgh,  and  that  gentlemen  would  have  been  sat- 
sfied  with  punishing  any  person  who  shall  write 
poUisb,  or  utter,  anything  to  defame  our  Oovern- 
menL  He  thought  that  went  far  enough }  but  this 
DiU.JBthai  point  of  view,  goes  a  step  farther,  at  it 
■ffeeis  speaking,  for  it  forbids  ill  verbal  or  wriiten 
tOTtspondence,  and  proposes  to  punish  all  persons 
vfao  thall  coudmI,  advise,  aid,  or  assist — bow?  in 
Uy  manner  whatever.  A  few  words  dropped  by 
thnct  would  be  sufficient  to  incur  the  [wnaltiea 
"ihiilaw. 

Mr.  Q.  «aid,  he  woold  not  go  into  tbe  details  of 
what  may  be  the  object  of  this  bill.  Not  that  he 
*w  iftaid  (0  do  il.  He  had  already  stated  that 
he  believed  it  to  be  intended  to  create  a  clamor 
igainn  certain  persons  in  the  United  States,  repre- 
"*oiU)g  them  as  being  willing  to  sacrifice  the  in- 
Jwwsotthiscoontrr  to  another,  and  as  having  en- 
I     tcTMinto  a  criminal  correspondence  with  France. 

No  one  can  be  at  a  loaa  as  to  the  real  object  of 


the  bill.  If  it  bad  been  to  punish  only  corres- 
pondence of  a  criminal  kind,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  had  staled,  a  differenl  kind  of  bill 
would  have  been  proposed,  uid  not  a  hill  which 
utighl  be  interpreted  to  mean  everything  or  no- 

But,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  discharge  tbii  port 
of  the  subject,  and  come  to  the  transaction  which 
appears  to  have  given  rise  to  this  bill.  The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hahpeb.)  yes- 
terday, favored  us  with  tbe  sight  of  a  certain  State 
Eper,  which,  from  the  style  of  it,  appeared  to 
ve  been  delivered  to  the  Minister  or  Foreign 
Relations  in  France,  br  a  gentleman  who  lately 
lefl  his  home  and  viKited  that  country.  The  gen- 
tleman told  the  House,  that  he  had  oeen  enabled 
to  obtain  this  by  pursuing  some  of  those  threads 
of  a  conspiracy  wnich,  last  year,  he  told  the  House 
he  possessed  a  knowledge  of;  and  tbe  use  he 
meant  to  make  of  this  paper,  was  to  show  the  ne- 
cessity of  passing  Ibis  law,  Tbe  geoiteioan  ihen 
scaled,  that  the  memodal  presented  by  certain 
European  merchants  to  the  French  Council,  would 
not  have  Gome  wiihm  this  law,  at  the  same  lime 
he  declared  that  this  memorial  did  come  within 
it  And  he  woold  ask,  whether,  if  our  courts 
were  to  give  the  same  coloring  to  every  offence 
prosecuted  under  this  act,  that  ine  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  given  to  this  paper,  wfaelbei 
any  conduct  conld  be  expected  to  avoid  condem- 

But,  said  Mr.  G.,  as  we  have  been  told  that  it 
is  from  this  paper  that  the  public  is  to  learn  what 
the  views  of^  the  anti-federal  or  opposition  party 
are,  let  «*  examine  what  they  are.  He  would  not 
read  the  whole  of  this  paper,  as  the  gentleman 
himself  had  read  it,  and  il  bad,  this  morning,  ap- 
peared in  one  of  the  papers  of  this  city.  In  the 
llrst  place,  said  Mr.  Gt-,  it  does  not  come  in  the 
shape  of  a  aegotialioo ;  if  it  speaks  not  of  any 
stipulations  or  term*  on  which  a  peace  might  or 
ought  lobe  made.  It  statesonly  those  steps  which 
the  writer  conceives  necessary,  in  order  to  the 
opening  of  a  neeotiaiion  with  the  Government  of 
this  country.  What  are  those  steps  1  That  an 
embargo  should  be  raised,  and  that  a  Minister 
should  be  sent  tothis  conntry  with  liberal  instruc- 
tions. These  objects  could  not  even  form  a  part 
of  the  terms  of  a  treaty,  but  would  be  the  neces- 
sary consequence,  or  the  necessary  preliminary  of 
any  treaty.  Before  any  treaty  could  be  negotiated, 
negotiators  must  be  appointed.  Whatever  treaty 
might  be  concluded,  vessels  that  were  only  em- 
bargoed, and  seamen  that  were  imprisoned,  would 
necessarily  be  released  as  a  consequence  of  that 
treaty.  And,  therefore,  the  steps  propoaed  by  the 
writer  of  Ibis  memorial,  might  render  a  nentia- 
lion  practiiAhle,  but  could  not  even  be  the  obieeU 
of  negotiation ;  and  yet  these  are  the  parts  wnich 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  produced 
to  show  that  the  writer  of  this  paper  ought  to  be 
punished,  as  interfering  with  tee  Executive  au- 
thority. Yet  this  paper  is  adduced  lo  show  the 
necetsity  of  passing  this  law ;  thoogh  tbe  same 
gentleman  acEnowledges  the  memorial  of  the  Eu- 
ropean menhants  before  alluded  to  was  not  crim- 
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inal,  ihoueh  the  object  of  it  was  to  effect  a  change 
ia  savenl  of  the  meaaures  of  that  Oovernmenl 
with  respect  to  oeatral  properly. 

Mr.  G.  read  an  extract  from  it,  showiag  that 
they  asked  for  a  modification  of  ihe  decree  respect' 
iag  TvU  de  equipagea,  and  for  a  repeal  of  the  de- 
cree which  renders  vesseU  subject  la  capture  for 
having  British  merchandise  on  board,  which,  they 
sUile,  no  nation  ought  to  submit  to. 

Was  Dot  this  an  attempt  to  influence  the  meas- 
ures of  Qovernmenl?  Heaubmitted  tolheHouse, 
whether  it  wau  not  more  calculated  to  do  this, 
than  what  is  called  the  memorial  of  the  American 

It  appeared  to  Mr.  G.  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  committed  a  mistake  in  bring' 
ing  this  paper  before  the  House,  ll  would  be  re- 
collected that,  when  this  subject  was  first  under 
debate,  the  gentleman  had  declaimed  very  hand- 
somely on  the  occasion,  and  in  a  manner,  indeed, 
very  aifficult  to  be  answered.  The  reason  was, 
that,  at  that  time,  he  bad  produced  no  document 
la  support  of  his  assertions,  but  had  made  his  own 
facts,  and  thence  had  drawa  his  conclusions. 
When  that  gentleman  gave  his  assertions  for 
(acts,  you  could,  indeed,  deny  his  assertions,  but 
then  he  might  at  least  draw  them  in  such  a  man- 
ner, that,  if  granted^  his  conclusions  must  follow. 
But,  on  this  occasion,  he  has  been  imprudent 
enough  to  read  a  paper  instead  of  making  asser- 
lionn,  and  he  has  not  acquitted  himself  quite 
well  as  formerly.  Every  gentleman  must  ha 
seen  the  embarrassment  which  be  was  in  yext 
day  in  his  endeavors  to  give  that  coloring  to  I  . 
paper  which  be  wished  it  to  bear.  On  the  farmer 
occasion,  though  he  liked  not  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  discussed  the  subject,  he  gave  him  credit 
for  the  ingenuity  of  his  language.  No  person 
then  could  call  his  statements  in  question,  but 
now  the  matter  is  different,  and  he  has  produced  a 
paper. 

He  thought  the  gentlemaD  had  made  another 
■mall  mistake.  On  a  former  occasion  he  declared 
it  to  be  his  opinion  that  it  was  time  to  a 
count  of  the  traosactioos  which  had  lately  taken 
place,  and  went  on  to  give  bis  reasons  why  be  be- 
lieved the  gentleman  alluded  to  was  the  envoy  of 
a  party.  .All  this  was  very  well,  so  long  as  he 
ptoduced  no  paper.  But  what  has  the  gentleman 
now  done?  He  has  brought  a  paper,  and  that 
paper  is  said  to  have  been  delivered  to  the  Minis- 
ter of  Foreign  Relations,  by  an  individual  who  has 
lately  left  his  home  to  visit  France. 

When  the  gentlemaD  from  South  Carolina  was 
about  to  read  this  paper,  he  was  asked  by  whom 
it  was  si^ed  ?  He  answered,  he  wtta  prevented 
from,  saying  by  whom  it  was  signed.  Mr.  G.  said, 
he  would  be  more  candid  than  that  gentleman  had 
been ;  as  he  professed  to  have  nothing  lo  do  with 
intrigues  or  conspirators,  and  had  no  secret  threads 
by  which  to  obtain  information,  he  felt  no  reluc- 
tance in  communicating  to  the  House  what  had 
come  to  his  knowledge  this  moroing.  A  gentle- 
man by  the  name  of  l>r.  Lt^n,  who  he  believed 
was  the  writer  of  a  letter  which  appeared  the  other 
day  in  the  papers,  called  at  his  lodgings,  about 


half  past  ten  o'clock,  and  said  that,  having  heard 
of  a  memorial  wbicn  bad  been  read  fay  Mr.  Har- 
per yeesterday,  as  presented  by  him  to  the  FreDeh 
Minister,  he  must  declare  that  be  was  not  the 
writer  of  that  memorial,  and  that  he  had  not  pre- 
sented it  nor  any  other,  to  the  Freuch  Minister; 
that  he  had,  however,  seen  that  paper,  for  it  had 
been  put  into  his  hand  by  a  Mi-  Codman,  from 
Massachusetts,  now  residing  in  Paris,  for  the  pD^ 

Case  of  presenting  it  as  from  hiioself ;  but  that  be 
ad  declined  doing  it,  and  relnrned  it  a  few  days 
after  to  Mr.  Codman.  In  what  naanner  this  me- 
morial came  to  this  country,  be  could  not  tell,  or 
pntleman  from  South  Carolina  got  ■fos- 
it.  Though  the  gentleman  did  not  sa; 
it  was  written  by  Dr.  Logan,  every  one  who  heard 
him  believed  it  was  written  and  presented  by  him. 
He  seemed  to  wish  this  particularly  to  be  belleTed, 
and  laid  also  great  stress  on  the  word  ve,  to  sbcw 
that  Dr.  Logan  was  acting  in  the  name  of  a  picljT. 
Mr.  G.  supposed,  when  Mr.  Codman  wrote  this 
paper,  although  it  was  with  an  iutenlioii  of  hav- 
ing it  presented  by  Dr.  Logan,  yet  he  forgot  that 
circumstance  in  a  part  of  the  paper,  and  could  not 
help  thinking  of  his  own  situation  and  that  of 
others  in  France;  so  that  the  word  toe,  instead  of 
meaning  Dr.  Logan's  associates  and  const itueii is, 
turns  out  to  mean  the  American  merchants  resid- 
ing at  Paris. 

Mr.  G.  would  not  pretend  to  say  that  Dr.  Logan 
had  done  nothing  wrong  in  going  lo  Europe,  but 
he  would  say  that,  if  he  had  written  and  present- 
ed this  memorial,  he  had  done  nothing  criminal, 
though  he  did  not  like  some  parts  of  it.  He  bad, 
however,  stated  that  Dr.  Logan  did  neither  draw 
nor  present  it.  He  hoped,  when  the  genlieman 
from  South  Carolina  produced  any  mote  of  bis 
"  threads  of  conspiracy,"  he  would  let  the  Hou»« 
have  them  more  complete. 

He  would  advert  to  a  circumstance  to  show 
that,  when  the  gentleman  from  Massarhusetu 
(Mr.  Otis)  made  his  speech  on  this  subject,  he 
was  in  the  ttcret ;  because,  evidently  hatiog  ao 
eye  to  this  paper,  he  said,  "  an  ostensible  corre- 
spondence may  De  so  conducted,"  &c.  Mr.  G. 
said  he  gave  the  gentleman  credit  fur  his  sagacity  i 
having  no  doubt  read  the  memorial,  and  seen 
nothing  criminal  in  it,  heendeavored,  in  ibiswav, 
to  parry  off  the  effect  it  might  have  upon  the  pub- 
lic mind,  when  it  came  to  be  printed.  Whether 
he  knew  the  writer  of  it,  and  that  it  was  not  pre- 
sented, he  could  not  pretend  to  say.  But  whue 
gentlemen  are  very  loud  in  their  complaints  agaiiw 
all  open  or  secret  intercourse  or  correspondence 
withlbe  French,  they  haveapparenily,iliemsel«s, 
acted  in  rather  a  curious  manner.  This  paper 
must  have  come  from  some  correspondent  or  oinw; 
from  what  source  he  did  not  know ;  he  had  no 
suspicions  of  gentlemen  ;  they  had  nodoobtcome 
very  honestly  by  this  paper ;  but  there,  at  leajii 
seemed  some  mystery  in  the  inatter,  which  hecoHia 

not  understand. 

It  must  appear,  therefore,  said  Mr.  G,  thai  no 
circumatancM  haVe  come  to  our  knowledge  m 
relation  to  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Logan,  which  ougo' 
to  induce  na  to  paas  this  bill ;  nor  is  there  aa) 
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(tti  kaown  lo  us  which  terms  to  call  for  i(.  It  is 
DM  one  of  those  peculiar  caxes  which  call  upon 
09 10  legislate.  We^  in  fact,  know  nothing  about 
il;itl  that  had  been  said  haTing  beenvaKueaMcr- 
lioD,  and  when  anything  like  fact  has.  Tor  a  mo- 
ment, wcmed  to  appear,  the  next  minute  has 
sbovn  it  to  be  a  mere  illusion.  The  clamor 
which  gentlemen  have  thouzbt  proper  to  raise 
about  this  paper,  when  the  public  knows  the  fact, 
nsf  Rcail  upon  themKlTe*. 

Bui  if  genilemea  are  determined  to  have  a  law 
of  ibis  kind,  and  thef  think  that  the  amendment 
which  has  been  proposed  goes  too  far,  why  not 
suffer  the  House  once  more  to  go  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  tbe  Whole,  with  a  view  of  making  it  less 
objectiootble.  The  amendment  which  be  pro- 
pped went  to  all  cases  where  individuals  were 
jtekiag  for  iheir  private  properly ;  but  it  was 
obiected  to,  because  it  was  said  it  might  cover 
other  correspondence  of  a  criminal  nature.  This 
was  not  his  iate 

biie  tbe  objection  obviated.  Thi: 
to  till  citizens  at  present  resident  in  foreign  couD' 
tries;  and  the  naomenl  the  bill  pftises,  thef  are 
liable  Id  fall  under  its  operation.  It  might  be 
doabtftil  how  far  we  have  power  (o  punish  citi- 
Hfls  JD  foreign  countries  consistently  with  the 
laws  of  nations  ;  bnt  if  citizens  abroad  are  to  be 

icqaainted  with 

Again:  this  bill,  as  be  bod  before  hinted,  is  oot 
coirectly  drawn-  The  crime  proposed  to  be  pun- 
ished will  Dot,  in  all  cases,  be  met,  as  the  bill 
sUadi.  If  a  man  carries  on  this  correspondence 
who  is  Dot  a  cittKen  of  the  United  Stales,  be  do«B 
not  come  withio  this  law,  so  that  all  that  would 
be  necessary  lo  escape  punishment,  would  be  to 
emplo|rin  agent  wbo  is  not  a  citizen.  Indeed, 
tbe  more  gentlemea  examine  this  law,  the  more 
ilier  will  be  coavineed  that  it  is  the  most  hasty 
and  JDiperfect  production  ever  submitted  lo  this 
House;  and  he  hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would 
either  be  tecfunmitted  or  rejected  altogether. 

Mr.  BDMONn  was  aware  that  he  should 
mder  the  description  of  those  whose  conduct 
leceired  the  censure  of  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 

K'i.ashewB.1  potiticslly  bora  but  of  yesterday: 
H  bivin^  had  the  advantage  of  hearing  a  great 
vsrietv  of  facts  stated  by  him,  he  trusted  he 
)hould  profit  by  them.  It  is,  said  Mr.  E.,  by  di 
eoDniDg  with  wise  men,  that  we  become  able  to 
teasoD  on  subieciB ;  and  under  tbe  light  which  he 
bad  received  fiom  that  gentleman,  he  would  sub. 
■nit  a  few  oWrvations  to  the  House,  and  those 
obtervations  should  relate  to  tbe  subject,  without 
nnderiug  over  the  immense  space  which  the 
lendeman  from  Oeorgia  had  1  bought  it  necessary 
w  t«si  over. 

The  objections  to  this  bill  seemed  principally 
tDinnrrom  a  conviction  in  gentlemen  that  indi 
rtdoals  have  a  right  to  interfere  in  disputes  be- 
tween tbe  Oovemment  of  the  United  Slates, 
ind  other  Qovernmenis,  and  that  this  right  onght 
Boi  to  be  abridged.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, at  the  outset  of  this  boaineM,  sUled  that  if , 


the  object  was  to  secure  peace,  every  individual 
.  the  community  has  a  right  to  interfere.  He 
,id,  that  if  the  GoTernment  shall  become  cor- 

fil^  and  involve  the  country  in  war,  JI  is  not 
y  just  and  landable  for  an  individual  lo  inter- 
fere to  prevent  a  war,  if  possible,  but  to  place  the 
country  in  a  sitaation  that  the  Government  durst 
It  declare  war,  and  thereby  secure  peace. 
Mr.  E.  conceived  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia bad  sufi^red  hunself  to  be  led  away  by  the 
terms  generally  made  use  of  when  speaking  of 
peace  or  war— "That  war  is  the  greateit  calami- 
ty that  can  befall  a  nation,  and  tnat  peace  is  the 
greatest  of  all  blessings."  Is  this  true  1  Is  there 
lot  a  kind  of  peace  (for  the  gentleman  has  de- 
clared he  should  not  be  willing  to  pay  a  tribute  to 
Prance,)  which  would  not  be  the  greatest  of  bless- 
ings 1  Suppose,  for  instance,  we  had  only  the 
fflternalive  of  war  or  tribute.  No  one  wonid 
hesitate  to  take  war  in  preference  to  tribute.  If 
war  was  the  greatest  of  calamities,  then  every 
nation,  rather  than  ^  to  war,  must  submit  to 
every  oppression  which  the  lust  of  man  can  pre- 
scribe. The  gentleman  donbttess  means  to  say 
'  It  war  is  a  great  evil,  and  ought  to  be  avoided 
long  as  we  can  avoid  it  with  honor,  and  with- 
._t  sacrificing  onr  independence.  Therefore,  tbe 
peace  which  he  would  wish  to  secure  to  his  coun- 
try would  be  an  honorable  peace. 
But  let  us  see,  said  Mr.  E.,  what  would  be  th« 

J  aeration  of  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  gen- 
eman  from  Virginia.  Who  are  to  be  the  judges 
of  when  a  peace  shall  be  honorable,  and  when 
otherwise  1  The  people  are  doubtless  the  judges. 
And  bow  is  tbeir  judgment  to  be  obtained? 
Through  the  medium  of  tbeir  Represenlalives, 
at  their  Legislative  organs,  a  majority  of  whom 
ought  always  to  be  considered  as  speaking  the 
sense  of  a  majority  of  the  people.  But  if  an  indi- 
vidual may  take  upon  himself  to  sjpeak  to  a  for- 
eign Government  on  the  subject  ot  any  dispute, 
he  may  say  that  his  Qovemmeni  is  corrupt ;  that 
it  is  going  to  involve  the  country  in  war  contrar7 
to  the  wishes  of  tbe  people.  Ttiough  aaeb  a  per- 
son, together  with  his  fellow-citizens,  has  dele- 
gated the  power  of  negotiating  to  the  Bxecutiv^ 
and  sworn  to  support  that  power,  yet  he  will 
undertake  to  counteract  the  measures  of  Govern- 
ment, because  he  conceives  it  is  corrupt,  or  that 
it  is  guided  by  a  faction.  Therefore,  from  the 
purest  love  of  peace^  he  goes  lo  procure  it.  He 
will  state  the  situation  of  his  country,  andper- 
haps  declare.that  it  durst  not  declare  war.  What 
can  snch  a  Government  be  called  1  The  private 
indiTidual  is  undoubtedly  the  tyrant ;  and  the 
justifier  of  such  a  man,  would  justify  any  tyrant 
in  the  world. 

But  the  gentleman  from  (5eorgia  says  it  was 
tbe  duty  of  the  committee  who  reported  this  bill, 
to  inquire  whether  any  fact  of  a  criminal  nature 
existed,  which  made  it  necessary  lo  pass  a.  law  of 
this  kind.  He  also  tells  the  House  that  he,  as  one 
of  tbe  committee,  made  the  inquiry,  and  could 
learn  no  such  fact.  He  also  says,  that  if  any  sacb 
fact  had  existed,  that  this  is  not  the  time,  in  the 
moment  of  heat  and  passion,  to  make  a  law  on 
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the  aubject.  So  thai,  in  neitber  case,  accordirg 
to  him,  a  law  ouEhi  to  p&m. 

Another  gentMmin,  has  made  a  great  oaany 
observations  on  the  present  occasion.  That  gen- 
tleman, Mr.  E.  said,  had  an  unirorm  mode  of  rea- 
aoDiDg.  It  is  this :  being  commonly  found  in  oppo- 
sition to  every  measure,  aad  especially  to  those  of 
K  defensiTe  kmd,  he  objeeta  in  the  first  place,  thai 
a  proposed  measure  does  not  go  far  enough,  and 
in  the  next,  that  it  goes  too  far.  When  the  reso- 
lution was  first  brought  in,  the  geotleman  thought 
the  words  used  too  indefinite.  The  word  "usui- 
patioo"  could  not  be  defined.  Now  he  complains 
that  the  word  "usurp,"  is  DOl  found  in  ibe  bill. 
His  reasoning  in  one  case  must  be  wrong. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Peimsylvania  resorted 
to  another  idea^.  and  hu  has  frequently  assumed  it. 
"You  are  making  your  law  too  indefinite;  it  will 
rest  wholly  in  the  discretion  of  a  court  whether 
8  man  is  an  ofiender,  or  noL  So  that  a  federal 
man  will  be  found  innocent,  and  an  anti-federal, 

Siilly."  The  gentleman  must  know,  said  Mr.  E., 
at  this  objection  does  not  go  to  this  bill  in  par- 
ticular. Mr.  E.  enumerated  a  number  of  cases  in 
which  the  intent  with  which  an  action  was  done, 
remained  to  be  ascertained  bj  a  court,  before  any 
|)etialty  could  be  inflicted,  ajid  in  which  federal- 
tBts  had  no  better  chance  than  anti-federalistii ; 
and  he  believed  the  bill  was  as  definite  and  cor- 
rect as  if  it  had  been  left  lo  the  ingenuity  of  the 
gentleman  himself  to  have  formed  it. 

Mr.  E.  look  notice  of  what  had  fallen  from  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith,)  and  was 
clearly  of  opinion  that  the  cases  whicn  he  had 
stated  were  not  within  the  bill.  But  that  gentle- 
man, said  Mr.  E.,  speaks  invariably  infavor  of  mea- 
anres  of  defence ;  but  when  the  question  comes  to 
be  taken,  from  some  cause  or  other,  we  always 
loM  hu  vote- 
But  the  gentleman  says,  this  bill  docs  not  em- 
brace the  case  of  a  treaty.  It  was  never  intended. 
But  he  also  ssjrs  it  goes  to  abridge  the  liberty  of 
speech.  This  is  a  favorite  subject  with  gentle- 
men ;  it  serves  well  to  raise  clamor,  and  seems 
oitly  calculated  for  that.  It  might  as  well  be  said 
that  the  privilege  of  speech  is  taken  from  a  man 
that  is  punished  for  perjury. 

Mr.  Habbisor  moved  a  recommitment  of  the 
bill  for  the  same  reasons  which  he  had  before 
ataled. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  seconded  the  motion  for  a  recom- 
mitment.  Me  wished  to  have  the  bill  recommit- 
ted, that  it  might  be  modified  in  luch  a  maooei 
■a  that  he  might  vote  for  it ',  for,  no  I  wilhs  landing 
the  insinuation  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecti- 
ent  to  the  contrary,  he  wished  to  vote  for  it,  pro- 
vided it  is  rendered  less  exceptionable.  Donbting 
hia  own  legal  knowledge,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  had 
nken  the  opinion  of  a  professional  gentleman  of 
the  first  abiliiies  (neither  a  resident  nor  a  citizen 
of  Pennsylvania)  with  respect  to  the  caves  which 
be  had  already  slated,  as  seeming  within  this  bill, 
who  had  confirmed  him  in  the  opinion  which  he 
had  already  stated  to  the  House.  Mr.  S.  read  an 
amendntent,  whkh  he  said  he  would  propose,  if 
tke  bill  thould  be  recmnmilted. 


Mr.  Otis  stated  his  reasons  against  the  rccom-    . 
mitment  of  the  bill ;  so  did  Mr.  Bavard.    Messrs.    ! 
Harper  and  T.  Claiborne  spoke  in  favor  of  ili« 
recoin  mitment.      The  question    was  ai   lengdi 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  carried — 19  to  44, » 
follows : 


Robert  Brown,  Tbomu  Glaibonie,  William  Chutat 
Cktie  Claiborne,  Matthew  CIb;,  John  Clopton,  llwBit    | 
T.  Davia,  John  Dawson,  George  Dent,  Joseph  Eg(ln- 
ton,  LuMB  Glmendorf,  Xhomai  Evans,  WiUism  Fill- 
ley,  Nathaniel  Freeman,  ion.,  Albert  Gillibn,  Juw    ' 
Qillesfae,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Bany  Grove,  Jokn 
A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloe  Hiiper,  Carter  B.  UaniMl, 
Jonathan  N.  Havena,  David  HoIidh,  Walter  Jones    I 
Matthew  Locke.JameB  Machir, Nathaniel  Macon, Wit 
liam  Matthews,  Blair  McClenachaD,  Joseph  MeDowe^ 
Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Joaiah  PaAer,  Tcu^    I 
eon  J.  Skinner.  Samuel  Smith,  William  Snidi,  Ridud 
Dobbs   Spsigbt,   Richard    Sprigg,   Kchud  Stanlbrd, 
Abram  Trifg,  John  Trigg,  Joaeph  B.  Varaani,  Abn.     I 
ham  Vensble,  and  Robert  Williama. 

NAia — John   Allen,   James  A.  Bayard,   Jonslbu 
Brace,  David  Brooka,  Stephen  Bollock,  ChriBtopber  G-    I 
Chamj^,  John  Chapman,  Jama  Coehian,  WilUm 
Draik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dennis,  William  Ed- 
mottd,  Abie]  Foster,  Dwight  Foeter,  Jonalhin  Fie^     j 
man,  Henry  Glan,  Chauncej  Goodrich,  WiUism  Gor- 
don, Soger  Griawold,  William  Hindman,  Henkiih  L 
Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay.  John  Wilkes  Kitten,  SuhmI     ' 
Lyman,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  B.  Morris,  Hairiwn  G. 
Otisilaaac  PaAer, Thomas  Pinckney,John  Re«],Ii^ 
Rntledge,   jnn.,   jamea   Bcharemao,   Samuel  SevA 
William    Shepwd,    Thomas    SinnickwiD,    Nitluaiet 
Smith,  Peleg  Spragna,  George  Thatcher,  Riduid  Tho- 
mas, Mark  Thomson,  John  G.  Van  Alen,  Felef  WsJ*- 
worth,  Robert  Wain,  and  John  Williama. 

The  bill  was  then  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Monday  next. 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  WILLIAM  BLOD>T. 

A  message  wis  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  they  would  be  irnlyio 
receive  the  maoagers  of  the  House  of  Bepresenl- 
atives,  and  the  counsel  for  the  defendant,  on  Moo- 
day  next,  al  12  o'clock,  to  render  judgment  in  the 
impeachment  of  William  Blount. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  at  13  o'clock, 
in  order  to  afford  time  for  the  managert  «f'ibe 
impeachment  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  the  Seoite 
at  the  time  proposed. 

Monday,  January  14. 
Edward  Livingston,  from  New  Yotk,appeaTeil 
and  took  his  seat. 


children  of  Alexander  Trueman,  praying  fof  ^ 
extension  of  the  law  of  last  session,  for  Uie  relief 
of  widows  and  orphans  of  officers  killed  i^i  ^t 
service  of  the  United  States.  Referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  three  members. 
IMPEACHMENT  OP  WILLIAM  BLOPNT, 
Mr.  Bavabd,  from  the  managers  appointed  to 
conduct  the  impeachment  against  William  Blouat, 
made  a  report,  slating  that  the  managers  bad,  ihn 
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moniiikg,  aliended  upon  the  Senate  agreeably  to 
diejrappomtmeDt.aail  received  the  jud^^meDt  of 
\he  SeDftK  OD  the  trial  of  impeachmeDi ;  which 


DNIFORM  BANKRUPTCY. 

The  bill  foi  estftblishiiiff  aa  UDifotin  ayateai  o.' 
buikniplcy  throogboot  the  United  State*  iraa 
read  tia  tbird  time,  and  the  bl&nks  filled  up.  In 
Uie  coarse  at  fiUiDg  up  the  blanks,  it  was  recom- 
miiied,  at  the  iastavce  of  Mr.  Gali.atin  and  Mt. 
BiVARD,  to  make  some  amendmeai  in  the  prori- 
sion  ihat  prohibited  aoy  bankrupt  from  receiving 
a  cenificaie  who  had  lost,  within  twelT«  months 

befDfe  he  became  a  bankrupt, dollars,  by 

ukiiig  up  or  borrowing  money  at  more  then  law- 
fill  iotereat.  Lawful  interest,  it  was  stated,  was 
an  iadefioite  expreuioo,  and  rery  uncertain,  as 
lawful  iaierest  is  difierent  in  the  difierent  Stales. 
On  moiiQD  of  Mr.  Siwali.,  who  ■tated'a  vaiiet? 
of  vafi  in  which  the  provision  might  b«  eluded, 
ihe  eUiue  was  struck  out  altogether. 

The  blanks  being  filled  up,  and  the  queatioa 
being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  GilLlAtin  said,  it  had  so  happened,  that 
dDhag  the  discuuion  which  had  taken  place  on 
itiesereral  sections  of  this  bill,  its  principle  bad 
scarcely  been  touched  npon  ;  no  motion  having 
been  made  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  which  is 
usually  dpne  to  bring  the  piincipie  of  a  bill  Into 
'iew.  He  would,  therefore,  now  make  a  few 
abaerrations  on  the  hill  ilself. 

So  fsr  as  he  uoderstood  the  object  of  a  system 
of  baotruptcy.  it  wa<  calculated  to  afibrd  three 
ad'aniages ;  first,  to  check  the  career  of  a  ilebtor, 
who  might  be  supposed  to  be  either  insolTeat  or 
[0  bare  an  inlmtiun  of  defrauding  his  creditors, 
by  uking  possession  of  his  properly  and  putting 
ii  rsta  (be  hands  of  assignees ;  the  second  advao- 
lage  of  snch  a  system  is  an  eijual  dirision  of  a 
Wiikrupt'a  efiVcts  among  all  his  creditors,  with- 
ml  diitiuclion  as  to  the  natare  of  their  debts ; 
iki  third  is,  the  releasement  of  unfortunate  debt- 
ors, who,  from  accident,  or  other  unforeseen  event, 
DUf  Dot  be  able  to  pav  their  debts,  not  only  from 
ptMHwl  procesa,  but  trom  any  future  aitachmeat 
apiui  the  properly  they  may  hereafter  augnire. 
"OK,  he  believed,  at«  the  advantages  proposed 
t>y  lUi^item  ;  and  although,  under  hi*  preaent 
impieuioas,  be  should  be  obliged  to  vote  agaiiut 
the  passing  of  this  bill,  he  was  not  blind  to  these 
idrinuges.  Having  staled  this,  he  would  pro- 
ceed to  mention  the  reasons  which,  notwithstand- 
ing these  benefits,  led  him  to  conclude  that  it  is 
an  proper,  at  present,  to  pass  a  general  law  on 
UMwbjecL 

It  spears  to  me,  said  Mr.  Q.,  ihat  two  circum- 
lUDcesDoghi  to  be  admitted  as  having  existence 
'h  a  coaniry  before  a  system  of  bankruptcy  can 
be  proper,  or  generally  tiseful ;  first,  not  only  that 
a  oahmi  shall  be  in  a  considerable  degree  com- 
mercial; but  also,  that  the  diSerenl  professions 
>[id  occupations  are  so  distinct,  that  it  will  be 
t^y  Id  distinguish  between  those  who  are  trader* 


and  come  under  a  bankrupt  law,  and  those  who 
ate  not  traders,  and  ought  not  to  come  under  it. 
In  Great  Britain,  whence  this  system  is  borrowed, 
litis  distinction  exists — the  different  trades  and 
occupations  of  •men  being  so  well  distinguished, 
that  a  merchantand  a  farmer  are  rarely  comfaioea 
in  the  same  person ;  a  merchant  is  a  merchanl^ 
and  nothing  bu;  a  merchant ;  a  manufacturer  i> 
only  a  manufacturer ;  a  farmer  is  merely  a  farmer; 
but  this  is  not  the  case  in  this  country.  Here,  it 
is  well  known,  that  the  different  professions  and 
trader*  are  blended  together  in  the  same  perEons; 
the  same  man  being  frequently  a  fartner  and  a 
merchant,  and  perhaps  a  manulacturer. 

The  object  of  this  system,  said  Mr,  G.,  is  to 
apply  to  persons  only  who  follow  the  business  of 
burying  and  selling.  But  it  is  well  known,  that  aa 
this  bill  is  copied  from  the  British  law,  we  must 
not  only  adopt  the  laWj  but  the  decisions  which 
have  tacen  place  upon  it  in  Great  Britain,  a*  ODI 
guide;  from  which  it  will  be  found  that  it  is  not 
neceasary  thai  a  man  should  gel  his  living  alto- 
gether, or  principally,  from  any  trade,  to  oooM 
under  the  bankrupt  law,  but  if  he  blends  the  pro* 
fessioDs  of  farmer  and  trader,  he  is  as  liable  to  ba 
made  a  bankrupt,  as  if  he  were  a  trader  only. 
And  if  this  decision  is  taken,  one-half  of  th« 
people  of  ibis  country  may,  in  some  shape  or 
other,  be  considered  as  traders.  Go  into  ihe  into- 
rior  of  the  country,  and  you  will  scarcely  find  a 
farmer  who  is  not,  in  some  degree,  a  trader.  !■ 
a  glazing  part  of  Ihe  country,  you  will  find  them 
buying  and  selling  caille  ;  in  other  parts  you  will 
find  ihem  distillers,  tanners,  or  brick-makers.  So 
that,  from  one  end  of  the  United  States  to  ihs 
other,  the  people  are  generally  traders.  Consider, 
therefore,  that  if  this  oill  passes,  it  will  not  apply 
here  as  it  applies  in  Great  Britain,  but  extend 
much  further ;  it  will  reach  persons  who  ought 
neither  to  be  disturbed  or  benefited   by  it.     The 

;ond  circumstance  essential  to  exist  in  a  countrr 

order  to  make  a  bankrupt  system  good,  or  even 
tolerable,  is  [he  facility  of  converting  into  specie, 
without  much  loss,  the  kind  of  property  generally 
held  by  traders,  or  at  least  of  easily  obtaining 
credit  on  tbal  propert^r. 

» ■•' ■ '•--'-  are  aescnoi  ^ 

some  which, 
be  an  evidencej  either  of  in- 
abtsolnte  inability  of  paying, 
may  also  be  awing  only  to  a  temporary  embar- 
rasament.  Yet  a  bare  nilure  of  payment,  if  at- 
tended  with  arrest,  or  a  mortga^,  is  considered  u 
a  symptom  of  a  person's  intention  to  defraud  his 
creditors,  and  a  reason  why  a  commission  should 
isaae  against  him.  This,  Mr.  Q.  said,  might  ba 
proper  in  a  country  where  there  is  plenty  of  cir- 
culating medium,  and  in  vhich  the  eoods  and 
effects  of  traders  can  easily  be  converted  into  mo- 
ney. In  Great  Britain,  if  a  trader  does  not  dig- 
charge  his  engagements,  and  is  "  arrested,  and  re- 
mains (WO  months  in  prison,  or.  being  anesiod  foi 
debt,  shall,  in  order  to  gain  a  large  time  of  paf- 
c  a  redaction  of  the  deraano,  mortga^  hu 
good^  or  confess  judgmoit,  or  give  « 
power  so  to  do."  Ac;  an  act  oT  this  kind,  when 
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properly  can  hi  readily  be  turned  inlo  money,  may 
be  considered  as  a  proof  of  an  unwilliagnese  to 
pay,  or  as  a  desi^o  to  wrong  the  creditors  of  ihe 
person  who  does  it;  but  the  circumstances  of  this 
country  ere  Tery  different,  and  this  formed  bis 
principil  objection  to  this  bill. 

In  the  first  place,  a  great  part  of  properly  held 
by  great  aumoers  of  the  traders  of  this  coanir^, 
out  of  the  cities,  and  of  many  in  the  cities,  la 
landed  property,  and  not  persoosl.  It  is  koown 
that  personal  property  can  generally  be  converted 
into  laoney.  Personal  property  has  always  a  cer- 
tain price  cnrrent;  but  this  is  not  the  case  with 
respMt  to  land.  The  value  of  laad  depends  more 
upon  opinion,  and  is  therefore  less  certain;  and, 
on  this  account,  when  a  man  wants  to  raise  a  sum 
of  money  on  a  sndden,  he  will  generally  make  a 
far  less  sacrifice  in  disposing  of  personal  than  of 
landed  pioperU'.  Besides,  toere  is  no  proportion 
between  the  facility  of  selling  landed  property 
here  and  in  Great  Britain,  nor  as  to  the  quantity 
held  by  traders.  The  merchants  of  Philadelphia, 
for  instance,  own  a  much  larger  property  in  land, 
compared  with  their  ability,  than  the  same  de- 
scription of  persons  in  London;  and.  if  (he  com- 
parison be  eitended  ont  of  the  large  cities,  the  dis- 
Bifnilarily  will  be  much  greater.  Add  to  ibis, 
what  he  before  mentioned,  that  farmers  and  tra- 
ders arc  generally  blended  in  one  character,  and 
it  will  show  the  unfitness  of  this  country  for  a 
bankrupt  system. 

The  consequence  of  a  bankrupt  law  here,  Mr. 
Q.  said,  would  be  that  many  honest  men,  who  are 

Krfectly  able  to  pay  all  their  debts,  and  have  a 
ndsome  surplussee,  if  time  were  given  them, 
would  be  made  bankrupts,  and  have  their  property 
taken  from  them  and  sold  for  much  less  than 
would  satisfy  the  demands  of  their  creditors. 
That  there  is  this  difficulty  in  selling  lands,  Mr. 
Q.  tefened  to  the  laws  of  tlie  several  stales,  some 
of  which  provide  that  land  shall  not  be  sold  at  all 
for  the  pavment  of  debts,  and  others  thai  it  shall 
Dot  be  sold  under  a  certain  time.  In  some  of  the 
Southern  Stales  the  former  is  the  case.  In  some 
of  the  Eastern  States,  when  land  is  I^en  in  exe- 
cution, an  appraisement  is  made  of  it,  and  it  can- 
not be  sold,  except  ihe  creditor  will  take  it  at  its 
valuation. 

In  Pennsylvania,  where  he  believed  debts  are 
as  well  paid  as  in  any  State  in  the  Union,  if  an 
execution  is  obtained  on  land,  ihe  debtor  ma^ 
aummon  a  jury  to  make  a  valiialion  of  it,  and  if 
the  jury  be  of  opinion  that  the  land  will  pay  the 


land  Bi 

sometimes  be  sold  for,  if  it  were  always  liable  to 

be  sold  for  debt,  as  personal  property. 

If  this  bill  should  pass,  all  those  State  resula- 
tions  respecting  the  sale  of  land  would  fall  to  the 
gronnil  under  the  bankrupt  system,  and,  from  this 
circntnitance,  a  great  number  of  persons  would  be 
involved  in  ruin,  who  at  present  believe  ibem- 
■elves  in  comforlabla  circunuUncea.    Tbe  effect 


of  this  law  will  be  that  one  foolish  or  ill-natured 
creditor  mav  issue  out  a  commission  against  ■ 
trader,  whicii  will  ruin  him,  though  all  the  rest  of 
his  creditors,  beinr  more  wise  and  considerate, 
might  be  disposed  to  allow  their  debtor  time; 
knowing  that  while  the  properly  remained  in  his 
own  hands,  bis  exertions  would  be  greater  to  get 
its  value,  than  if  it  were  taken  from  him  and  put 
into  the  hands  of  assignees,  who  will  not  be  dis- 
posed lo  take  any  extraordinary  pains  to  dispose 
of  it  for  its  full  valne.  Perhaps,  as  it  may  relate 
.to  personal  property,  the  assignees  might  dispose 
of  It  nearly  as  well  as  the  owner;  but  this  would 
never  be  the  case  with  respect  to  land.  Nor  wooJd 
the  only  evil  be  neglect,  or  a  want  of  attention  to 
the  interest  of  the  bankrupt.  The  business  would 
be  wholly  in  their  power,  and  he  apprehended  a 
door  woold  be  opened  to  more  fraud  tnan  the  acts 
of  this  kind  have  produced  in  Great  Britain, 
thouffh  they  hare  been  there  very  great. 

These,  said  Mr.  Q.,  are  the  general  objections 
which  I  Itave  to  this  bill.  I  have  some  others  of 
less  moment.  In  the  first  place,  this  law  comes 
at  once  upon  the  United  States,  and  Will  subvert 
all  the  municipal  laws  of  ihe  several  States  whet- 
ever  it  operates.  Though  he  allowed  the  princi- 
ple to  be  a  good  one,  that,  where  a  man  cannot 
pay  the  whole  of  his  debts,  all  his  creditors  should 
receive  an  equal  share  of  his  property  ;  yet  it 
would  be  hard  upon  a  man,  who  had  for  two  or 
three  years  past  been  endeavoring  to  obtain  judg- 
meni  against  his  debtor,  to  be  left  to  bear  all  the 


seen  and  attempted  to  be  remedied,  but  which 
had  not  been  remedied,  would  be  with  respect  to 
bona  fate  sales  made  by  a  bankrupt  to  persons 
who  had  no  knowledge  of  an  act  of  bankruptcy 
having  been  committed. 

If,  said  Mr.  G.,  a  bankrupt  law  is  to  pass  at  all, 
this  bill  is  ill-timed.  It  ought  rather  to  hare 
been  passed  at  a  time  when  our  commerce  was  in 
a  more  flourishing  state  than  it  is  at  present,  as  it 
was  then  more  in  the  power  of  traders  to  pay  their 
debts  punctually.  He  was  not  able  to  judge  of 
the  situation  of^the  United  States  at  large  in  this 
respect;  but  in  the  part  of  country  from  which 
he  came,  he  knew  that  three  years  ago  it  would 
not  have  affected  them  in  the  least.  All  the  shop- 
keepers were  then  able  lo  make  their  remittances 
r^ularly  ;  but  now,  from  the  scarcity  of  circula- 
ting medium,  the  fall  of  produce  in  some  parts, 
the  failure  ot  trade  in  others,  the  capture  of  our 

Eroperty  by  foreign  nations^  the  disorders  which 
ave  for  two  years  afflicted  our  metropolis,  and 
from  the  fall  which  has  taken  place  in  tbe  price 
of  land,  there  is  a  greater  difficulty  among  Ihe 
shopkeepers  in  making  payment  of  their  debts  in 
the  cities,  than  was  ever  before  experienced. 
They  want  more  time ;  and  to  throw  their  pro- 
perty inlo  the  hands  of  assignees,  by  means  of  this 
taw,  would  make  Ihe  matter  still  worse.  Gentle- 
men who  came  from  other  parts  of  the  Union 
would  be  better  able  to  state  the  manner  in  ivbich 
this  law  would  affect  them  than  be  could  do.    He 
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beli«Ted,  ia  tome  ptria,  ii  would  beu  more  hardly 
ttun  in  Peniuf  Irkikis. 

Ur.  O.  Mid,  he  would  not  pretend  to  ezamine 
til  thedetaik  of  thtabill;  but  he  would  takeaome 
DoiLce  of  three  of  its  elaoses.  One  of  them  is  the 
eidusioD  of  a  certain  dewriptinD  of  perwoa  who 
oo^bt,  ID  his  opinioD,  if  the  bill  panes  at  all,  to 
be  included.  Aod  the  reason  of  this  arises  from 
the  difference  of  circamslancea  between  this 
cooDtrj  and  Great  Britain.  In  that  couutry,  land 
is  not  an  article  of  merchandise.  No  set  of  per- 
xHu  there  follow  the  bniioeu  of  buying'  and  sdl 
tng  land,  and  it  is  well  understood,  therefore,  that 
ibese  perMDS  dealing  in  land  are  not  included 
within  their  bsahrupt  law.  But,  if  my  descrip- 
'  tioD  of  permos  in  tbis  country  ought  to  be  placed 
an^  a  law  of  this  kind — if  it  were  neceuary  to 
tun)  any  description  of  persons  in  their  career,  not 
Duly  on  their  own  account,  but  because  they  are 
inTolriDg  thousands  in  their  rain — it  is  land-job- 
bers)  becanoe  ihey  make  land  as  much  a  mer- 
ehaodiie  as  a  mernhanl  does  his  goods, 

la  what  situation,  asked  Mr.  O..  are  nersons  of 
tbis  i  ' 


iptioa  placed?    In  Ibis:    If  thev  do 
it,  they  need  not  come  onder  this  law. 


may  lin^  at  their  creditors ;  but  if  any  of  them 
eouceiTe  they  shall  be  benefited  by  coming  undrr 
its  prOTisioDs.  they  hare  nothiog  more  to  do  than 
commence  some  other  sort  of  trade,  for  a  short 
lime,  and  then  become  bankrupts ;  so  that  they 
lie  pat  in  the  best  possible  sitnatioo  for  them- 
Klrn,  and  the  \rorat  for  their  creditors. 

He  belicTed  there  was  another  description  of 
peraons  not  included  in  this  bill.  Perhaps,  ho w- 
erer.  he  was  mistaken ;  if  so,  gentlemen  woiili] 
donbdeu  pat  him  right.  Persons  holding  bank 
slock,  or  any  other  public  securities,  are  not  con- 
sidered u  traders,  Wcause  these  securities  ate 
not  coiuidered  as  merchandise.  So  that  it  ap- 
pears tbat  land-jobbers,  and  stock-jobbers,  are 
neilber  of  them  includ^  under  this  act ;  where' 
w,  from  what  we  have  seen  of  bubblei  in  this 
country,  he  thought  them  a  thousand  times  more 
likely  lo  bappea  among  thib  description  than  any 
other. 

When,  said  Mr.  G.,  it  is  known  that  laws  of 
ihii  kind  have  been  found  so  deficient  in  their  ex- 
ecDtioD  in  Great  Britain,  that  it  has  been  found 
'^'oeuary,  from  time  to  time,  to  add  penalty  upon 
penally  and  to  follow  fraud  from  place  to  place, 
we  ongbt  10  pause  before  we  introduce  the  system 
>^ie,  vhete.  from  the  sparseness  of  onr  popula- 
UOD,  il  will  be  so  much  more  difficult  lo  carry  it 
iato  effect.  If  in  Great  Britain,  where  basiness 
of  ihii  kind  lies  comparatively  within  a  small 
umptsi,  wbeie  eTeryihing  is  within  the  knowl- 
^e  of  ibe  tribunal  by  which  the  commission  ii 
l^ned,  10  much  fraud  is  practised  that  the  becom- 
ui^  bankrupt  is  known  lo  be  a  kind  of  trade,  ool- 
wuhiUadiog  all  the  sanguinary  laws  which  have 
been  jused  to  punish  these  frauds,  he  did  not  be- 
l^'e  It  could  be  carried  into  effect  in  aov  lolera- 
Ue  nuoaer  here.  So  great,  indeed,  hare  been  the 
"il^  (tiending  this  system  in  that  country  that 
Ike  most  sensible  writers  on  the  subject  doubt 


whether  bankrupt  laws  have  not,  upon  the  whole, 
done  mure  harm  than  good. 

lo  this  country,  said  Mr.  G.,  it  will  be  still  more 
difficult  to  guard  against  the&e  frauds,  as  we  have 
not  been  in  the  habit  of  providing  such  a  guard, 
and  heavy  penalties  will  be  found  necessary. 
Even  in  this  bill,  which  is  the  first  essay  on  the 
subject,  he  found  proceedings  rery  repugnant  to 
his  feelingn.  He  would  mention  one,  which  was, 
the  Commissioners  have  power  to  examine  the 
wife  of  a  bankrupt  upon  oath,  for  the  discovery  of 
concealed  property,  and  if  she  does  not  appear,  or 
refuses  to  be  sworn,  she  is  to  suffer  an  imprison- 
ment of  from  two  lo  ten  yean !  So  thai,  in  the 
very  outset  of  this  business,  the  fear  of  fraud 
makes  it  necessary  to  overthrow  all  our  ragala* 
tions  of  common  law.aodcausea  wife  to  be  called 
as  a  witness  against  her  husband. 

Mr.  G.  believed,  howeverj  that  the  system 
might  produce  good  in  large  cities,  but  no  where 
ebe.  Almost  the  whole  of  the  capital  in  America, 
which  might  be  loaned  upon  interest,  was  accu- 
mulated to  the  amount  of  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars  in  the  banks,  and  these  j^ve  relief  only  to  the 
inhabitants  of  cities  who  might,  if  (hey  had  pro- 
perty, have  on  any  emergency  recourse  to  them; 
whereas,  if  a  storekeeper  in  the  country  wants 
money,  ne  is  under  the  nece^sii^  of  mOTtsAging 
real  propertv  before  he  can  obtain  it.  If  the  law 
only  applied  to  cities  he  would  vote  for  it,  but  he 
could  not  consent  to  oppress  the  country  traders 
by  such  a  system.  Gentlemen  have  attempted, 
indeed,  to  define  the  law  so  as  that  il  may  fall  only 
,    ,  lug  that  no  man  who 

thousand  dollars  to  one  creditor, 
fifteen  hundred  dollaia  to  two,  or  to  more  than 
two,  two  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  liable  to  be 
made  a  bankrupt.  But  this  provision,,  said  Mr. 
Q.,  must  hereafter  be  changed,  because  traders 
of  tbis  description  would  complain,  and  with 
justice,  that  they  are  depriTed  of  the  same  rem' 
edy  against  their  debtors,  which  had  been  applied 
to  them. 

In  the  next  place,  Mr.  G.  believed  that,  if  such 
a  system  is  wanted,  it  is  much  too  unwieldy  to  be 
managed  as  proposed  in  this  bill,  and  he  thought 
it  better  for  such  Stales  as  misht  want  them,  to 
pass  bankrupt  laws.  But  he  betieved  it  to  be  a 
good  evidence  to  prove  that. they  did  not  want 
them,  that  they  had  not  generally  passed  them. 
He  had  heard  it  said,  that  the  reason  of  this  was, 
that  they  expected  that  the  United  States  would 
^ss  a  general  law,  as  authorized  to  do  by  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  G.  knew,  that  ibis  had  not  been  the  reason 
which  had  formerly  actuated  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  there  has  been  no  bankrupt 
law  for  several  years.  He  was  himself  in  the  Le- 
gislature when  it  expired,  sod  there  was  a  verr 
general  vote  against  its  being  renewed,  thougn 
many  respectable  merchants,  and  particularly  the 
city  memners,  were  then  anxious  lo  see  one  pass- 
ed, from  the  idea  that  a  majority  of  the  Federal 
Legislature  could  never  be  persuaded  to  pass  a 
general  law  on  the  subject.  But  il  was  not  renew- 
ed, because  it  had  been  found  productive  of  no- 
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thJDg  but  fraud }  and,  if  iogniry  was  madt;  in  oihet 
Staiej,  il  would  be  found  that  ihe  reason  why 
bankrupt  Jans  had  not  been  passed,  was  doi  froni 
an  expectation  that  ih«  United  Stales  would  , 
a  law  upoii  the  subject,  but  from  their  dislike  of 
the  system  itself.  The  fact  is,  said  Mr.  G.,  that 
we  are  now  asked  to  pass  this  bill  by  the  mi 
ties  in  the  lereral  Suce  Legislatures,  who  hare 
been  usable  to  gel  a  State  law  on  this  subject. 

This  bill,  said  Mt.  Q.,  when  reported,  was  no 
to  apply  to  debts  contracted  before  the  passing  o 
■his  act;  but  ibis  claase  has  been  expunged.  Qea 
tlemen  had  said  that,  notwithstanding  this,  ihi 
law  is  not  ex  pott  facto.  Agreed,  that  the  dis- 
tinction of  the  Kentlennn  from  Delaware  is 
reel,  it  will  Dot  ne  said  that  the  law  will  not  . 
a  retrospective  effect.  When  a  person  contracted 
a  debt,  before  the  passing  of  this  law,  if  he  di< 
contemplate  any  such  law,  he  ought  not  lo  be 
afiected  by  it ;  for  if  he  had  known  that  if  he  did 
not  pay  at  a  certain  time,  he  might  be  made 
bankrupt  of,  it  is  probable  be  would  not  have  coi 
tracted  the  debt.  It  would  operate  in  the  san 
manner  with  respect  to  creditors,  for  though 
many  creditors  are  pleased  with  this  law,  others 
are  not.  He  knew  he  had  some  debts  owing 
which  he  looked  upon  as  rather  doubttul,  hut  he 
considered  them  as  made  more  precarious  by  this 
law.  An  individoal,  if  not  oppressed  by  this  act, 
might  pay  twenty  shilliugs  in  the  pound,  but  if 
made  a  bankrupt,  might  not  pay  ten  shillings.  At 
all  events,  it  would  jtlace  both  debtors  and  cred- 
itors in  a  different  situation  from  their  present 


Present  debtors,  Mr.  O.  said,  ought  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  operation  of  the  bill  altogether, 
that  debtors  and  creditors  might  remain  on  the 
tame  footing  that  they  were  upon  before  the  law 

Mr.  O-  concluded  by  saying,  that  he  had  thus 
suted  his  objections  lo  this  1l>ill,  and  sliould  be 
^lad  to  have  further  light  thrown  upon  the  sub- 
jecL    At  present  he  thoughi  the  bill  ought  not  to 


TuBaoAY,  January  15. 

Mr.  Habfej),  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  said  that  that  committee  hnving  re- 
ceived from  the  Secretary  Of  the  Treasury,  a  plan 
for  digest  Log  and  arranging  into  one  act  all  the 
laws  imposing  a  duty  on  spirits  distilled  within 
the  United  States,  and  on  stills,  think  it  would  be 
advisable  to  bare  il  printed,  and  had  de^iired  him 
to  ask  leave  to  do  so.     Granted. 

Mr.  Hahpee,  from  the  same  committee,  pro- 
posed the  following  resolution: 

"  Rfobitd,  That  the  CManittee  of  Ways  utd  Means 
have  iMve  to  report  a  bill  to  autbarue  the  reimbiUM- 
BHUit  of  mone;  ulvanoed  b;  our  Conanls  for  the  aid 
of  sick  and  destitute  seamen  in  foreign  countiiea." 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  twelve  cents  a  day  were  allow- 
ed by  law  to  our  Consuls  for  every  seaman  who 
■hall  stand  in  need  of  support ;  but  this  had  been 
found  an  inadeq^uate  allowance  for  the  present 
times.    Ijast  session  thirty  thousand  dollars  were 


appropriated  for  this  object  for  the  last  year;  be 
supposed  .^20,000  might  be  wanted  for  this;  but 
the  committee  thou^t  it  necessary  to  have  ilic 
eipendilures  au[horized,  before  the  approprialton 

The  resolution  being  agreed  tc^  Mt.  H.  report- 
ed a  bill  for  this  purpose  ;  whica  was  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  asked  leiTC 
(o  report  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sap- 
port  of  Government  for  the  year  1799.  Griaied. 
Mr.  H.  aha  proposed  the  following  resoluiioni 
"Saehtd,  That  so  much  of  Ute  report  of  the  Co^ 
mittee  of  RaTiaa)  and  Unfinished  Biuiuaas,  aanlitM 
to  the  act  or  acts  respecting  the  companiKtiaa  of  CJcrfa^ 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means." 

The  compensation  of  the  Clerks  here  referred 
to  had  been  made  by  a  renewal  of  this  act  ai  every 
session.  In  order  to  prevent  this  trouble,  the  cooh 
mittee  think  it  will  be  best  to  pass  a  penuaDcal 
law  upon  the  subject.  The  resoluiiiHi  was  agreed 
to. 

UNIFORM  BANKRUPTCT. 
The  Spe&kek  havingdeclared  that  the  bminen 
first  in  order  was  the  Bankrupt  bill  on  its  third 
reading- 
Mr.  Batabd  said,  he  wished  to  make  a  few 
observations  on  this  bill  and  particularly  in  u- 
swer  lo  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mt.  Gali^atik)  yesterday. 

In  the  first  place,  Mr.  B.  observed,  thai,  by  ibe 
Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  power  is  gi'eD 
to  Congress  to  pass  an  uniform  bankrupt  Iiiv; 
and  the  power  being  thus  surrendered  by  tue  indi- 
vidual States,  he  conceived  that  no  power  iny 
longer  existed  in  an^  of  the  Stales  to  pass  a  law 
on  this  subject.  It  is  a  doctrine  warmly  adruci- 
ted  by  certain  gentlemen  in  this  House,  that  Con- 
gress possesses  no  power  which  in  not  exptesslr 
given  to  it  by  the  Constitnlion ;  and  he  supposed, 
where  a  power  is  expressly  given,  it  would  follow, 
from  the  same  reasoning,  it  is  no  longer  possessea 
by  the  States  individually,  since  it  cannot  eiiil 
in  both;  and  being  vested  with  the  United  Suies, 
it  is  incumbeni  upon  Congress,  in  his  opinion,  u> 

This,  Mr.  B.  said,  might  account  for  the  t^^^ 
tion  of  the  bankrupt  laws  in  the  Lwislature  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  as  staled  by  the  gentla- 
man  from  that  state,  yesierday,  and  also  for  some 
of  the  other  Stales  having  passed  no  lairs  upon 
this  subject;  and  not,  as  had  been  represented,  be- 
cause such  a  system  is  disliked  by  the  different 
States. 

T lie  necessity  of  a  bankrupt  law^'Mr.  B.  stated, 
results  wherever  a  nation  is  in  any  coosiderable 

„.  .  commercial.  No  commercial  people  ein 
be  well  governed  without  it.  Wherever  there  is 
an  extensive  commerce,  extensive  credits  mutt 
necessarily  be  given.  Debts  of  great  magnimde 
must  be  cooiracted;  and  the  most  honest  and  prii- 
dent  man  may,  by  accidents  and  misfortunes  inci- 
dent to  commerce,  be  deprived  of  the  means  of 
making  good  his  engagements.  In  a  state  of  so- 
---'tf ,  chiefly  agriculiurat,  a  bankrupt  system  is  not 
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«nt«d,  because  credila  of  so  great  an  eicenl  are 
aot  gireD,  dot  are  persons  engaged  in  pursuits 
luible  to  BO  maajr  unforeseen  accideacs.  It  is  on 
this^accooDt  that  a  baakrupt  law  distinguishes 
between  these  two  clataes  of  men. 
Tbe  prinetple  of  a  bankrupt  law,  said  Mr.  B.,  is 

Enliarif  apfdicaUe  lo  merchants,  and  is  mani- 
If  calcnUted  for  the  beiiefit  of  both  debtor  and 
cteditur.  The  ezperieace  of  several  years  has 
shoiTD  ibe  wnnt  of  aBch  a  system  in  this  eoanlry. 
We  bare  seen,  said  be,  men  going  on  in  specnla- 
dn  xhemes,  by  means  of  floticioas  credit,  impos- 
ing  opoD  the  oommnnity,  and  amassing  property 

by  eoalracting  debts  to  -  -  ' -■       ■'■ 

Miiar  ' 

Ibern 


Uniform  Btakn^tcg. 


on,  with  0 


1\Sa: 


ly  in  their  ; 


I,  h«»e. 


leagih,  and  bicf  them  defiance.  Erery  process  ! 
kssvD  to  the  laws  of  this  eoantry  hat  proved  tn- 
(flktutl  to  obtain  justicB  from  persons  of  this 
discriplion.  It  has  been  owing  to  this,  that  thoo- 
ludi  of  fortunes  and  families  have  been  prostra- 
ted lod  mined;  whereas,  if  a  law  of  this  kind  had 
beoi  io  force,  it  would  hare  been  in  the  power  of 
eisdiion  to  hare  arrested  the  career  of  such  per- 
uni,  Hid  lo  bare  obliged  them  to  make  a  just  dis- 
trilniion  of  tbeir  property;  and,  by  this  means, 
many  families  might  have  been  pre»erTed  from 
btsgary.     He    hoped    it  would  not    longer  be 

Geotlemen  are  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  lo  expeet  this 
lo  be  1  perfect  BTstein;  they  are  not  to  expect  ii, 
becaoM  it  is  a  human  system;  nor,  in  a  law  of 
■och  eiiensiTe  operation  as  the  present,  could  it 
be  eipeeled  that  the  great  adraatages  that  will 
mult  from  it,  abould  not  be  connected  with  some 
erib;  bat  a  wise  IrgisUtorwill  not  inquire  whether 
aay  bad  consequences  will  arise  fram  a  law,  but 
vxihti,  upon  ibe  whole,  the  tout  eiuembie.  it  will 
not  prodoce  more  good  than  eril. 

There  i*  no  man  who  will  not  say  that,  if  an 
Wert  merchant,  from  the  loss  of  hia  ships,  or 
odiet  onforeseen  misfortunes,  is  become  unable  to 

Kj  the  whole  of  his  debts,  he  should  be  liable  to 
inpriioned  to  the  end  of  his  life,  and  thereby 
be  lost  to  his  family,  his  friends,  ana  the  commu- 
nity. .Under  such  circnmstaneea  it  is  reasonable 
tbai  bia  creditors  should  accept  of  his  properly 
c^toilly  among  them,  and  hare  him  at  liberty  to 
b%iB  the  world  anew,  as  such  a  treatment  will 
iiupire  a  man  with  activity  in  makins  a  future 
pnirision  for  himself  and  family;  but  if  a  person 
la  nch  a  fiiuation  is  told  that  any  exertions  which 
be  may  make  shall  not  go  to  the  benefit  of  him- 
»lf  or  his  family,  but  to  his  creditors,  all  his 
bopei  are  blasted,  and  he  has  no  motive  for  indu»- 
"T  or  frugality,  and  he  it  lost  to  himself  and  the 
w»U.  These,  Mr.  B.  said,  are  the  important 
adTiauget  to  be  derived  from  a  bankrupt  syAem. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  men- 
tiODed  aoother  advantage  arising  from  this  sys- 
i^m;  which  is.  that  the  property  of  a  bankrupt 
i>  divide  1  equally  among  all  bis  creditors.  This, 
>*id  Hi.  B.,  it  a  sound  and  just  principle.   Where 


he  should  pay  an  equal  proportion  t( 

It  would  be  Decessary.  Mr.  B.  said,  to  consider 
(he  disadvanuges  which  are  thrown  into  the  scale 
to  weigh  against  these  advantaices. 

The  first  objection  which  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  brought  against  this  bill,  wi^ 
that  trades  or  professions  are  not  sufficiently  mark- 
ed in  this  conntry,  to  admit  of  a  system  of  ihia 
kind.  This  evil,  Mr.  B.  said,  arose  m  the  gentle- 
man's mind  from  hit  having  taken  a  view  of  so- 
ciety, instead  of  this  law,  because,  if  he  looked 
into  the  law,  he  would  find  that  its  operation  ia 
coofined  to  professions  as  distinct  in  this  country 
as  in  any  other.  The  error  might  also  be  strength- 
ened from  the  gentleman's  having  read  the  speco- 
lative  works  of  British  writers  on  this  suoieei, 
instead  of  having  attended  to  the  practical  effects 
of  a  bankrupt  law.  It  ought  to  be  observed,  Hr. 
B.  said,  that  the  description  of  ■  bankrupt  is  not 
the  same  ia  this  bill,  as  in  the  British  law.  The 
iodefinite  and  vague  description,  so  objecUonahte 
in  the  British  statute,  was  purpoaelv  omitted  in 
this  bill,  because  it  was  liable  to  ttie  objection 
which  had  been  brought  on  this  bead.  Tbeoe 
words  are  used  in  that  law,  "that  all  persona 
seeking  their  trade  of  liviog  by  buying  and  selling, 
shall  be  liable  to  made  Mokrupts."  And  if  the 
gentlftnan  from  Peontvlvania  will  examine  tbe 
English  reports,  be  will  find  that  all  the  embu- 
rossmenls  which  have  ariaen  in  thtir  conrta  od 
this  law,  have  arisen  principally  from  tbeie  va^ue 
eiprestions.  The  terms  uied  in  this  bill  being 
dennite,  the  Commissioners  will  have  no  diffienltr 
in  ascertaining  who  cornea  within  the  law,  ana 
who  does  not.  In  some  cases,  indeed,  there  might 
be  some  difficulty,  but  he  believed  it  would  seldom 


.e  point  ( 


t  of  mi^ 
take  of  the  geatleraaa  from  PenosylTania.  Tbe 
description  of  persons  included  under  this  law 
are,  "any  merchant,  or  other  person,  aetualtr 
using  the  trade  of  merchandise  by  buying  and 
selling  in  gross  or  bv  retail,  or  dealing  in  exehan^ 
or  a>  a  banker,  broier,  factor,  ooderwriter,  or  in- 
surer." li  there  any  obecnrity,  said  Mr.  B.,  ia 
tbisdescriptionl  What  is  meant  by  uruif  7  It 
does  not  relate  to  a  single  act.    Use  implies  tisM. 


make  the  character  of  a  man,  but  his] 
occupation.  If  the  gentleman  says  he  cannot 
understand  this  term,  ae  cannot  ascertain  a  mer- 
chant's warehouse  when  he  seei  the  goods  on  tha 
shelves.  That  there  might  be  some  cases  of  diffi- 
culty, he  would  not  doubt.  To  make  a  law  of 
this  magnitade  absolutely  perfect,  wotild  be  to  do 
what  was  never  yet  done.  All  the  deaeriptionsof 
persons  here  enumerated,  which  are  only  six  in 
number,  an  perfectly  distinct,  and  cannot  be  mia- 
taken.  Thesesixdetcrij^ionBorpersonsaresingled 
out  from  the  rest  of  the  commnnity ;  and  it  It  ub- 
poitible  for  any  intelligent,  weM-meaaing  mu  to 
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Ukeupthis  law,  withoul  being  able  to  decide  who 
is,  anil  who  is  not,  included  wilhin  it.  The  objec- 
tion of  the  gentlemao  from  PeDQsflvBuia  is  not, 
therefore,  solid;  as  this  bill  will  not,  like  the  Eng- 
lish law,  mctude  tailors,  shoemakers,  and  eiaziera. 
-AnoiheT  objection  is  brought  against  this  bill, 
which  appears  to  be  more  relied  upon,  and  which 
is  in  its  nature  more  calculated  to  make  na  im- 
piessioD  on  this  House,  which  is,  that  where  ■ 
man  is  unable  to  fiilfil  his  engagement,  by  pacing 
his  debt,  when  it  becomes  due,  his  creditors  will 
have  the  power  immediately  to  make  him  a  bank- 
mi)!.  The  whole  fallacy  of  this  argument  was 
owing  to  the  gentleman  irom  PennsylvaniR  ' 

iog  taken  for  granted  what  is  not  true,  viz:  tL 

mere  inability  to  pay  a  debt  is  a  sufficient  ground 
for  declaring  a  man  a  bankrupt.  By  looking  into 
the  bill  it  will  be  found  that  a  man  may  be  insol- 
Teat,  and  yet  it  will  not  be  in  the  power  of  bis 
creditor  to  make  him  a  bankrupt,  however  malig- 
nant he  may  be.  The  great  principle  of  this  law 
being  that  its  energies  cannot  be  called  into  ope- 
ration, except  in  cases  of  fraud.  A  man  can  do 
no  act  whicn  can  make  him  a  bankrupt  without 
a,  fraudulent  intent;  and  where  a  person  is  intent 
Upon  some  scheme  by  which  he  means  to  dday 
the  payment  of  his  debts  or  to  defraud  his  credi- 
tors, it  is  right  he  should  be  stopped  in  his  career; 
but  in  case  of  insolvency,  or  a  man  possessing 
property  which  he  cannot  sell,  the  law  wilt  not 
apply;  such  a  man,  if  he  be  disposed  to  pay  his 
debts,  may  have  as  much  lime  as  he  pleases,  to  en- 
able bim  to  dispose  of  his  property.  In  proof  of  this, 
Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  acts  described  in  the  bill  as 
constituting  acts  of  bankruptcy.  After  describing 
what  classes  of  petsoos  shall  be  liable  to  become 
bankrupts,  the  bill  goes  on  to  say.  "shall,  with  in- 
tent unlawfully  to  delay  or  defraud  his  or  her 
creditors,  depart  from  the  State  in  which  such 
person  usually  resides,  or  conceal  him  or  herself 
therein,  or  keep  his  or  her  house,  or  suffer  him  or 
herself  willingly  to  he  arrested  for  debt,  or  other 
just  demand  not  due  or  accrned,  or  surrender  him 
orheiself  to  prison,  or  willingly  or  fraudulently  pro- 
cue  him  or  herself  to  be  arrested,  or  his  or  her 
lands,  goods,  money,  or  chattels  to  he  attached,  se- 
questered, or  taken  in  execution,  or  shall  secretly 
convey  his  or  her  goods  out  of  his  or  her  house,  or 
conceal  them  to  prerent  their  being  taken  in  eze- 
cntion,  or  make  or  cause  to  be  made  any  fraudu- 
lent conveyance  of  bis  or  her  land^  or  chattels,  or 
make  or  admit  any  false  or  fraudulent  security  or 
evidence  of  debt,  where  valuable  consideration  has 
not  been  received,  or  being  arrested  for  debt,  shall 
remain  in  prison  two  months  or  more,  or  escape 
therefrom,  or  being  arrested  for  debt,  shall,  in 
order  to  gain  a  longer  time  of  payment,  or  a  re- 
duction of  the  demand,  mortgage  his  or  her  goods 
or  lands,  or  confess  judgment,  or  give  a  power  so 
to  do,  or  being  privileged  from  arrest,  shall  not, 
within  two  months  after  notice,  in  writing,  left  at 
hia  or  her  house,  of  any  debt  or  demand,  satisfy 
the  same,  or  enter  an  appearance  to  an  action 
btought  therefor,  in  the  cq^inly  or  district  where 
heot  sheasoallyieaides,— «verysucb  person  shall 
be  deemed  nod  adjudged  a  bankrupt."     Iq  all 


these  cases,  Mr.  B.  said,  theact  must  be  proved,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  a  jury,  to  be  with  a  fraudulent 
intent.  Indeed,  all  the  cases  here  enumerated, 
are  based  on  fraud;  therefore  the  objection  of  the 
difficultyari^ne  from  the  sale  of  the  proiwrty  noes 
not  apply ;  for,  if  a  man  go  on  in  the  straight  path 
of  integrity,  he  is  at  all  times  out  of  ibe  power  of 
his  creditor  under  this  law;  and  if  be  diverges 
from  that  path,  the  sooner  his  property  is  distri- 
buted among  iiis  creditors,  the  better,  since  it  isan 
an  act  of  justice. 

lu  support  of  the  objection  which  I  am  consid- 
ering, it  IS  said  that,  in  the  Southern  States  land 
is  not  liable  to  be  sold  for  the  payment  of  debts, 
and  that  in  Pennsylvania,  and  other  Statts,if  the 
land  will  pay  the  debt  for  which  it  is  taken  in  ex- 
ecution, with  interest,  in  a  certain  time,  it  is  not 
liable  to  be  sold.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania has  adduced  these  instance:!  to  show,  that 
[his  State  policy  was  founded  upon  the  idea  thai 
it  was  impracticable  to  convert  land  into  money. 
But,  said  Mr.  B.,  give  me  leave  to  tell  that  gen- 
tlemen, he  is  most  palpably  mistaken  as  to  the 
reason  of  this  law  with  respect  to  the  sale  ol 
land.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  State  policy,  oi 
the  idea  that  land  cannot  be  converted  into  money. 
It  is  a  remnant  of  the  feudal  system,  of  the 
principle  of  the  ancient  aristocracy  of  England, 
which  was  imported  hitber  from  that  eouniry  by 
our  ancestors.  In  some  of  the  States  it  has  worn 
away  to  a  certain  degree;  in  others  it  eiists  as 
fully  as  in  England.  Will  it  satisfy  the  gentle- 
man to  be  infortned,  that  a  similar  law  exists  in 
England  at  the  present  timel  Lands,  generally 
speakins-,  are  not  more  liable  to  be  sold  there  than 
in  Virginia  ;  though  it  is  admitted  that  there  no 
difficuUy  exists  of  converting  land  into  money. 

But,  in  England,  the  bankrupt  law  has  correct- 
ed this  aristocratic  policy  ;  for,  however  demo- 
cratic the  representatives  from  the  Slate  where 
this  law  is  in  force  may  be,  this  law  is  doubtless 
of  atiftocratic  origin,  and  is  an  aiistocratic  law, 
though  it  seems  to  be  a  favorite  with  them.  Bui 
so  desirous  was  England  to  make  this  policy  give 
way  to  the  more  liberal  views  of  commerce,  that 
the  land  of  a  bankrupt  was  made  liable  to  be  sold 
in  eomcnon  with  bis  other  property.  And  is  ii 
not  an  unjust  principle,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  in  a 
nation  so  commercial  as  we  are,  land  should  noi 
be  liable  to  be  sold  for  the  payment  of  debt  1 
What  is  the  consequence  of  such  a  nrinciplel 
What  have  the  learned  writers  of  England  said 
was  the  result  of  the  principle  there  I  Owing  I( 
the  extensive  credits  there  given,  and  withoui 
which  trade  cannot  exist,  immense  sums  gdt  inU 
the  hands  of  merchants,  who  invested  their  mone; 
in  land,  and  a  person  dying  persoiially  poor  woult 
leave  a  rich  posterity.  Such  a  principle  goes  IC 
the  root  of  commercial  credit;  because  a'mer 
chant*  must  know,  that  if  be  gives  credit  to  i 
large  amount,  that  the  whole  of  that  money  ma) 
be  vested  in  land  bv  his  debtor,  and  then  he  can 
not  touch  it.  So  toat  a  fraudulent  debtor  may,  it 
this  way,  set  his  creditors  at  defiance.  Com' 
merce,  and  a  law  like  this,  cannot  live  and  flour 
iah  on  the  same  soil.    Will  it,  nid  Mr.  B.,  bi 
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said,  that  if  1  ad* aace  a  man  a  thousaiid  dollars, 
ht  shall  be  at  liberiv  to  ioTest  it  id  land,  and  then 
bid  me  defiance,  WDeo,  perhaps,  1  au  distressed 
for  vaal  of  a  return  of  my  money  Bl  the  appoint' 
edtimeT  Does  not  common  honestjr  teToIt  at  a 
priciice  of  this  kind  t  No  honeiit  man,  one 
would  suppose,  could  espouse  lo  noreasoDable  a 
doctrine,  tnstekd,  therefore,  of  its  being:  an  ob- 
jection !□  this  bill,  that  it  will  throw  down  so 
eompleie  a  guard  for  fraud  as  such  laws  are,  it 
ODgbt  to  be  valued  for  it,  as  it  will  do  awsyagrent 
obaiicle  to  the  free  circulation  of  onr  commerce. 
Those  gentlemen  who  think  it  ii  not  worth  our 
while  to  pay  any  regard  to  the  revenue  derived 
ftom  commerce,  would  do  wrong  to  role  for  this 
IhU.  because  it  is  a  law  for  the  benefit  of  com- 
mercial people ;  they  will  act  in  conformity  to 
their  principles  to  oppose  it ;  but  those  who  know 
how  to  appreciate  the  value  of  our  commerce, 
vill  certainly  vt>le  for  it. 

Mr.  B.  believed,  that,  till  lately,  the  law  of  pri- 
mo^iture  existed  in  some  of  the  Slates  of  ibe 
Udidd,  which  was  also  a  law  made  for  the  sup- 
port of  British  aristocracy.  In  Maryland  and 
Virpaia,  be  believed,  it  existed  as  long  as  in  any 
other  part  of  (he  Uoioii. '  This  law  has  gradually 
vora  iway,  and  now  the  children  of  a  family 
are  tU  put  on  the  same  footing. 

He  mentioned  this  to  show  that  the  ancient 
spirit  of  OUT  laws  relative  to  land  was  of  feudal 
origio,  and  not  the  effect  of   State  policy. 

Aaoiber  objection  to  this  bill  was,  that  vesting 
the  property  of  a  bankrupt  in  the  hands  of  as- 
si^ces.  it  would  not  sell  so  well  as  if  the  owner 
hiDuelf  had  the  disposal  of  it  Wby  not  7  As- 
li^ees  will  be  creditor!,  and  of  course  they  will 
he  tctiog  for  ibeiDselves,  and  will  have  an  inter- 

'  in  common  with  all  the  other  credi 


power  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate  of  the  bank- 
rapt. 

It  Wat  objected  alto,  with  considerable  force, 
that  Ibis  bill  will  fall  all  at  once  upon  the  United 
Siitet,  and  destroy  all  our  manicipal  regulations 
with  respect  to  debtor  and  creditor.  In  one  re- 
■peel,  Mr.  B.  cnid,  this  argument  was  not  true, 
and  in  another  respect  it  was  fallacious,  tt  is  not 
tnu.  because  the  hw  is  not  to  take  effect  till  the 
Isi  of  November.  He  supposed  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  had  prepared  his  otwervations 
before  this  amendment  was  introduced  by  the 
erotleman  from  South  CBiolina,(Mr.  Pinokhev,) 
lor,  IS  the  law  was  not  to  take  effect  for  nine 
■Donihs  lo  come,  they  could  not  apply.  But  he 
hid  alio  said  the  objection  was  fallacious,  and  he 
ihould  find  no  difficulty  in  paving  what  he  sa' ' 
0«i>ilemen,  observed  Mr.  B.,  havfi  held  out 
idn  that  this  law  will  introduce  a  vast  inno< 
tiDn  ia  the  existing  laws  of  the  several  Sutes 
'*>th  respect  to  debtor  and  creditor,  and.  on  that 
account,  introduce  incalculable  evils.    Tnb,  coo- 

inoed  be,  is  a  btigbear.  On  looking  into  these 
'awi  it  will  be  found  that  a  bankrupt  system 
would  introduce  very  few  innovations.    In  most 

«  the  States  there  arc  iBtolvent  laws,  which  dif- 


fer in  nothing  from  this,  except  that  they  give  all 

the  advantages  to  the  debtor,  and  none  to  the 

creditor.     In  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,   there  is 

a  law  of  this  kind   which   goes  to  a  great  extent, 

and  produces  fraud  without  end.     A'man  may  be 

discharged  from  his  debt  in  respect  of  hi)  person  ' 

'ihoui  bein^  an  hour  in  jail.    He  has  nothing 

do  but  petition  one  of  the  courts,  to  submit  to 

examination,  and  ha  arrives  at  the  end  of  the 

proceeding ;   and  though   at   the   same   lime  his 

property  is  not  discharged  from  the  debt,   yet,  by 

the  laws  of  this  wise  State,  (and  certainly  it  is  a 

e  )  a  man  mav  hold  property,  be  a  rich 

id  wallow  in  loxury,  out  of  tne  reach  of 

his  creditor.  If  he  have  100.000  dollars  in  the 

per  cent,  stock,  he  may  bid  defiance  to  his 

creditors.    They 

;annot  touch  his 

The  operation  of  an  insolvent  taw  is  (o  dis- 
charge a  man  from  prison;  that  of  a  bankrupt 
law  only  goes  one  step  further,  which  is,  to  dit- 
charge  his  property  also.  In  Home  of  the  States, 
he  was  told  tbeir  iosolveni  law  goes  as  far  as  this 
bankrupt  law,  by  releasing  both  person  and  prop- 
erty. A  man  swears  he  has  no  property,  and 
there  is  an  end  of  the  business.  And  if  a  gene- 
ral bankrupt  law  is  not  passed,  all  the  States 
must  pass  insolvent  laws,  since  ihey  have  not  now 
the  power  to  pass  bankrupt  laws.  These  laws 
will  extend  to  all  persons  ;  whereas  the  law  now 
befure  the  House  extends  only  to  (he  six  descrip- 
"ons  of  persons  already  named.  Besides,  under 
bankrupt  law,  everything  is  done  upon  fair  and 
equitable  principles ;  whereas  insolvent  laws,  by 
holding  out  temptations  to  dishonesty  and  per- 
jury, have  a  lamentable  effect  in  destroying  the 
morals  of  the  people. 

'(  gentlemen  attended  lo  the  operation  of  this 
:,  Mr.  B.  said,  they  would  find  its  operaiion 
...T  important.  Hedidnoiknow  whether  it  might 
not  have  an  effect  to  change  the  course  of  pop- 
ulation i  for  if  one  Slate  passed  laws  which  would 

'  "  " '    of  dishonest  views 

were  too  many  in  the 


protect  men  in  fraud,  pei 

(he  was  sorry  to  say  thei 

world)  would  be  induced  to  flock  to  those  Slates 

where  a  mild  ordeal  discharged  their  conaciences, 

as  welt  as  tbeii  persons,  from  the'  obligation  of 

their  debts. 

It  had  been  said  that  great  inconveniences  would 
arise  from  the  derangement  which  this  bill  would 
cause  in  liens  which  have  already  taken  hold  of 
land^i  by  means  of  mortgages,  judgments,  ftc. 
The  objection,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  founded  in  mistake. 
As  the  law  will  not  go  inio  operation  for  nine 
months,  creditors  may  sue  out  their  executions  in 
the  mean  lime,  and  then  their  debts  will  be  se- 
ll is  also  said.thisbill  is  ill  timed,  because  ther« 
was  a  time  when  our  commerce  was  more  flour- 
ishing, and  when  there  was  more  money  in  the 
country,  than  at  present.  Mr.  B.  did  not  know 
thai  we  have  great  reason  to  complain  of  our 
trade  at  present.  To  be  sure  it  is  not  so  flourish- 
ing aa  it  has  been ;  it  has  met  with  many  embar- 
rassments from  the  depredations  which  the  res* 
sels  of  Fnince  have  committed  npon  it  j  but  it  ■• 
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BOW  risiiu;  from  the  iveigbt  of  those  embatrnsG- 
meets,  and  he  boped  by  the  time  this  act  came  in 
force,  our  cammeree  would  be  as  SouriahiDg  as 
Btany  former  period. 

Afier  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  bad 
offered  these  objections,  he  said  he  had  some  ob- 
jectioos  10  the  deUiU  of  the  bill.  Mr.  fi.  did  not 
think  this  mode  of  axguing  altogether  candid. 
What  right  bad  that  gentleman  to  make  objec- 
tions to  the  details  of  the  bill,  when  the  princi- 
ple onlf  is  under  consideration  i  If  he  did  nut  wish 
the  details  to  remain  faulty,  had  he  sot  an  oppor- 
tunity of  amending  them  in  the  Commitlee  of  the 
Whole  1  Besides,  if  he  has  objections  to  the  de- 
tails of  the  bill,  it  would  be  a  good  reason  for  re- 
comroitEing,  but  not  for  rejecting  the  bill.  It 
might  otherwise  be  amended  by  a  supplement,  or 
it  might  be  amended  in  the  Senate.  He  did  not 
conceive  the  objections,  therefore,  in  order,  but 
would  nerertheless  take  some  notice  of  tbem. 

The  genileoun  from  Pennsylfania  has  told  the 
House,  that  land  jobbers  and  stock  jobbers 
not  included  in  this  bill.  The  gentleman  ...__ 
forgive  me,  said  Mr.  B.,  for  believing,  that  if  ihey 
had  been  included,  he  would  have  objected  to  the 
bill  on  that  account,  as  inclioiD^  to  favor  these 
descriptions  of  persons,  by  making  them  new 
men,  after  they  had  gone  to  the  greatest  extent 
with  tbeir  speculations.  The  reason  why  the 
committee  did  not  introduce  these  descriptions  of 

nous  was,  that  they  did  not  wish  to  extend  the 
'  iDce  ;  tbey  wished  to  see  it  in 
a  narrow  scale,  as  it  would 


bill  will  be  prodoctive  of  many  frauds,  iocident 
in  the  nature  of  a  bankrupt  law ;  and  that  this  is 
the  opinion  of  learned  Bnglish  writers  on  the  sub- 
ject, who  doubt  whether  the  bankrupt  law  there 
W  not  been  productive  of  greater  evils  than 
goud.  Thi>,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  the  opinion  of  specu- 
utive  men,  and  not  of  practical  men.  But  he 
would  in  this  case,  as  he  had  done  before,  oppose 
&ct  to  theory.  Do  we  not  know,  said  Mr.  B., 
that  for  more  than  two  centuries  and  a  half,  Eng- 
land has  been  the  most  flourishing  commercial 
ooonlry  upon  ^he  face  of  the  earth,  owing  to  her 
civil  policy,  the  essential  part  of  which  was  the 
bankrupt  system?  And  will  any  one  be  disposed 
toiake  ibe  idle  speculalire  opinions  of  theoreti- 
eal  men  in  their  cnamhers,  in  preference  to  solid 
fitcti  No  nation  in  the  world  has  been  able  to 
eitead  its  credit  to  far  as  Great  Britain ;  and  is 
not  this  experience  worth  more  than  the  declama- 
tion of  a  thousand  theotistsi  It  certainly  is,  aod 
he  trusted  the  House  would  so  consider  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  thought  it 
utremely  wioog  that  the  wife  of  a  bankrupt 
tbonld  be  examioed  as  to  the  property  of  her  bus- 
hand,  and  that  this  is  against  common  law  princi- 
ples. A  little  before  the  gentleman  was  com- 
^aining  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  prevent 
uauds  under  this  law,  and  now  it  is  attempted, 
he  is  dissatisfied  with  the  means.  Why  not  ex- 
amine the  man's  wife,  as  well  as  the  man  him- 
aalf ;  which  is  aot  peimttted  at  common  law;  but 


it  is  necessary  for  the  sake  of  getting  information 
an  his  affairs,  which  nobody  else  can  so  well  give. 
And  if  the  wife  was  not  examioed  as  well  as  the 
bankrupt  himself,  be  might  make  his  wife  an  in- 
strument of  fraud,  by  allowing  her  to  conceal  the 
property. 

Mr.  fi.  believed  he  had  now  gone  through  all 
the  objectioDE  which  bad  been  stated  by  the  gsii< 
ileman  from  Pennsylvania.  A  great  advantage 
of  this  law  will  be  that  it  will  generalize,  by  an 
uniform  system  through  the  United  States,  the 
most  important  law  of  any  society^ — the  law  rege- 
lating the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor.  It  wa» 
very  desirable  that  a  general  system  should  be 
adopted,  that  a  trader  at  one  extremity  of  the 
United  States  might  always  know  what  are  the 
laws  at  the  other,  where  he  may  have  coucrans  i 
such  a  uniformity  would  doubtless  tend  to  iheei- 
tension  of  oui  commerce,  and  the  reputation  of 
OUT  country.  This  law,  he  trusted,  would  also 
have  an  eSect  to  unite  and  naturalize  the  United 
States,  and  its  peimaneut  operation  wilt  cement 
together  the  different  parts  of  the  Union  and  con- 
nect more  closelv  the  nation  with  the  Federal 
Government.  He  could  not  help  thinking  that 
this  view  of  the  subject  furnished  the  true  ground 
of  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  Genilemea  will  not  say,  added 
Mr.  B..  that  I  mean  to  make  this  a  political  ques- 
tion; for  in  doing  this  be  did  not  know  but  he 
might  lose  more  than  he  should  gain ;  but  be- 
lievinr  it  would  have  this  political  effect,  he 
thought  proper  to  suggest  the  idea.  Upon  the 
whole  he  considered  toe  present  bill  among  lb* 
erealest  national  objects,  and  he  should  not  deny 
that  he  felt  a  solicitude  that  it  should  pass  the 

Mr.  Gordon  had  no  doubt  he  should  stand 
exempted  from  the  censore   which    the  gentte- 


Delaware    had    last   applied 
gentleman  from   Pennsvlvania.    If  he  wi 
the  passiog  of  this  bill  would  have  the  effect 


of  uniting  all  the  people  of  the  United  Stales  in 
a  cordial  support  of  their  Government,  though  he 
was  far  from  approving  the  bill,  he  would  cer- 
tainly vote  for  it;  but  this  is  a  mere  speculatiT* 
opinion,  the  truth  of  which  was  very  doubtful. 

That  a  bankrupt  system  has  many  advantagea 
attending  it,  no  one,  Mr.  G.  said,  would  be  dia- 
posed  to  doubt.  The  only  question  is,  whether,  at 
this  neriod  of  time,  the  evils  which  may  attend  it, 
would  not  overbalance  the  good,  being  a  system 
so  totally  different  from  those  of  the  several  States. 
If  he  was  satisfied  that  this  would  not  be  the  case, 
he  would  vote  for  it ;  but,  doubling  on  this  head, 
he  should  be  obliged  to  vote  against  it. 

The  principles  contained  in  this  bill,  Mr.  Q, 
said,  had  been -frequently  before  the  House,  but  he 
believed  never  in  so  perfect  a  form  as  at  present, 
as  the  accuracy  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
had  passed  over  Its  sections  again  aod  again,  and 
it  had  received  the  aid  of  ibe  legal  and  commer- 
cial knowledge  of  his  friend  from  MassachaBetta, 
(Mr.  Sew^ll.)-  He  believed  it  had  now  attainea 
as  perfect  a  shape  as  could  be  given  to  it. 

The  leading  principle  of  a  bankrupt  system,  said 
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Hi.  Q^  is  to  preTent  debtors  from  defntading  itieir 
erediton.  Tnis  u  donbtlras  an  imporUnl  end,  if 
it  can  be  atiaiaed  withont  prodneiDg;  anjr  cousid- 
enble  mischief.  Such  a  system  wiU  certainty  in* 
dace  debtor*  to  be  more  puikctuaL  in  dischargJDg 
their  en^^igBmeDts  than  they  otherwise  tnight  be, 
from  their  fear  of  being  made  bankrupts,  and  of 
«onrse,  baTiDg[  their  property  takcQ  from  them. 
The  question  is,  whether  this  country  is  fitted  for 
inch  a  system.?  He  was  of  opioioD  that  we  are 
not  anived  at  that  state  when  irach  a  law  would 
be  deiitaUe,  not  having  a  sufficient  qiuatity  of 
circniating  mediam  to  enable  debtors  to  comply 
with  its  requirement*.  Me  believed,  before  a  sys- 
tem of  this  kind  was  adopted,  that  there  ought  to 
be  t  certain  pnnwrtion  existing  n  the  commuaily 
between  maannctinera  and  merchants,  in  order 
fn  it  to  mcNluee  the  benefits  coniemplaud  by  it. 
Wheretiiiiianot  the  ease,  in  his  omnion,  it  would 
iDToWe  a  country  in  greater  diJEenltiea  than  it  ex- 
perienced before  the  system  was  adopted;  and, 

uuttad  of  making  the  payment  of  debts  i 

tain,  it  would  have  a  contrary  effect 

Maonfactnrers  in  a  coaniry,  said  Mr.  O.,  may 
be  emisidered  as  a  medium  between  the  merchant 
and  hnsbandman,  by  whose  agency  the  surplus 
produce  of  the  land  is  transferred  to  the  merchant  j 
and.  without  this  description  of  persons,  therecan- 
Dot  be  that  ready  compliance  with  engagements, 
and.  therefore,  a  system  of  bankrnplcy  will  cer- 
tainly be  pernicions.  How  does  the  case  stand, 
■aid  Hr.  O.,  in  this  country,  with  respect  Co  inter- 
connebetweem  merchants  and  traders?  By  what 
means  does  tbe  trader  discharge  his  debts  to  the 
merchanll  It  is  well  known  that  the  firmer  dis- 
poses of  his  property  to  the  country  storekeeper, 
ud  that  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States  he  can- 
not command  money  for  his  produce.  It  is  not 
an  article  of  such  immediate  necessity  a*  to  force 
immediate  payment.  But,  where  there  is  a  certain 
portion  of  manufacturers  who  want  a  constant  sup- 
plf  or  provisions,  tbe  case  is  different,  and  cash  is 
paid.  In  England  this  has  produced  a  very  differ- 
ent state  of  lEings  from  what  exist*  here,  or  can 
exist  here  for  many  years  to  come.  A  farmer  can 
here  sometimes  dispose  of  his  produce  for  money, 
bnl  sometimes  it  lies  dead  upon  his  hands.  The 
country  trader  gives  credit  to  the  farmer, 
when  ne  fails  to  pay  at  his  aj^inted  time,  the 
tnda  is  obliged  also  to  disappoint  the  merchant, 
and  perhaps  obliged  to  do  some  of  those  acts 
twbieli  are  always  considered  as  amounting  to  acts 
oC  bankruptcy.  This  state  of  things  would  not, 
in  hb  opiaioo,  jnatify  the  introduction  of  a  bank- 
rupt law. 

Geailemen  in  favor  of  this  Ull,  aware  of  the 
inconventencea  which  would  arise  from  extend- 
ing a  bankrupt  system  throughout  the  United 
States,  have  attempted  to  do  what  cannot  becom- 
pletety  accomplished,  to  confine  its  operation  to 
tbe  commercial  cities.  They  are  ready  to  allow 
that  if  the  law  it  applied  to  small  country  traders, 
it  will  do  more  harm  than  «iad.  It  is,  therefore, 
provided  that  no  person  ihalt  be  made  a  bankrupt 
who  doea  not  owe  one  thousand  dollars  to  one 
ferson,  or  tbne  thousaitd  doUars  to  a  nnmber  of 


persons.  If  it  can  be  shown  that  this  will  not  }»o- 
duce  tbe  effect  intended,  it  wilt  form  a  strong  ob- 
jection to  the  bill  in  its  preaent  shape. 

Let  us,  said  Mr.  G.,  bring  tbe  case  of  a  mer- 
chant before  us,  against  whom  a  commission  of 
bankruptcy  has  been  issued.  Who  are  tbe  debton 
of  this  merchant?  They  are  mostly  country  tra- 
ders. The  affairs  of  the  merchant  are  thrown 
into  the  hands  of  assignees.  What  is  tbe  cons«- 
qnence?    All  the  evils  of  bankruptey  will  at 

;e  attach  to  country  traders,  withont  any  of 
benefits.  The  assignees  will  enforce  immedi- 
ate payment  of  the  debts  due  to  the  bankrupt,  and, 
in  order  to  effect  this,it  will  befoundnecessary  to  at- 
tach and  wquester  the  property  of  many  of  these 
persons.  And,  if  their  mvperlv  shall  not  be  found 
sufficient  to  discharge  their  debt*,  they  will  be  lia- 
ble to  be  thrown  into  jail,  and  to  remain  there. 
since  they  are  deprived  of  all  the  benefits  deriveo 
to  larger  traders  from  the  bankrupt  law,  from  the 
smallness  of  their  concerns.  This  is  ootall.  Tbe 
country  trader,  finding  himself  thus  situated,  is 
under  the  necessity  of  using  compulsory  procaH 
with  his  debtors ;  and  the  consequence  will  be,  In 
the  New  England  States,  that  writs  will  be  issued 

Sinsi  all  the  debtors  of  such  persons^  in  oritt 
t,  if  possible,  the  country  trader  might  save 
himself.  Nor  I's  this  an  imaginary  ease  ;  it  moat 
naturally  grow  out  of  the  system,  and  all  the  in- 
conveniences of  law  suits  and  attachments  most 
follow. 

But,  if  this  evil  shotild  not  arise,  he  would,  tbi 
a  moment,  consider  the  operation  this  law  might 
have  upon  four  of  the  Basieni  States.  In  these 
States,  a  creditor,  when  his  money  is  dne,  can  ob- 
tain a  writ  against  bis  debtor,  which  operates  as 
a  lien  upon  his  property.  He  believed  (he  effect 
of  this  system  would  be,  to  sign  a  death  warrant 
to  thb  ptactic 


the  shopkeepers  and  farmers.  In  what  situation 
will  the  farmer  be  placed,  if  this  bill  passes,  who 
has  disposed  of  his  property  on  credit?  By  the 
State  law  to  which  he  had  referred,  when  he  sus- 
pected bis  debtor  to  be  unable  to  pay,  he  might 
lake  out  a  process  to  secure  his  debt ;  but.  if  tnis 
bill  became  ■  law,  after  he  has  taken  out  nis  vnlt 
of  attachment,  and  he  is  about  to  obtain  judgEoenL 
(he  whole  may  be  done  away  by  a  commission  at 
bankruptcy,  and  the  farmer  not  only  disappointad 
in  receiving  his  money,  but  saddled  with  ine  eoatt. 
A  creditor  will  then  have  no  mode  of  realizing  bis 
demand  upon  his  debtor,  but  will  be  obliged  to 
•  —  his  word,  or  wait  until  a  -"——■——  -* 


bankruptcy  be  issued  against  bin 

Whether  it  be  right,  said  Mr.  Q.,  that  the  s^ 
tem  now  practised  in  the  Elastem  Slates,  to  whieh 
I  have  alluded,  ought  lo  continue,  is  not  the  ques- 
tion. I  only  stale  that  this  wonld  be  the  effbet,  . 
and  unless  we  are  persuaded  that  it  ought  to  ba 
done  away,  this  would  form  an  objection  to  « 
bankrupt  law. 

It  has  been  argued,  by  gentlemen  in  favor  of  this 
bill,  that  it  is  extremely  hard  to  see  a  person,  who 
ha*  been  onfortuuta,  wpnrad  of  hislibarty.  aad 
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liable  toimprisoDmeDt  for  life.  Such  a  case  q 
indeed,  interest  every  man's  feelines ;  but  will 
this  bill  lemedy  the  grievance  7  With  respect  to 
merchants  it  will  have  the  effect;  but  traders  in 
[he  country  and  in  small  towns  will  remain  in  the 
same  situation  they  are  in  at  present;  and  cer- 
laioly  men  of  this  description  are  as  much  entitled 
to  our  commisseiation  as  those  who  trade  on  a 
knrer  scale. 

Whether  this  bankrupt  system  will  receive  so 
extensive  a  construction  in  our  courts,  as  it  has 
done  in  those  of  Great  Britain,  could  not  now  be 
(oM.  An  objeciJon  was  yestesday  made  that  it 
would  apply  to  many  persons  in  the  country  who 
are  not  regular  traders^,  but  who  are,  nevertheless, 
though  farmers, sometimes  en^a^  in  trade.  The 
objection  was  answered  by  saying,  that  the  s&me 
phraseology  that  is  used  in  the  British  law  is  not 
nsed  here,  and  therefore  the  objection  would  not 
bold.  This,  said  Mr.  G.,  is  mere  matter  of  opin- 
ion. The  words  are  not  preciseljr  the  same  ;  but 
it  struck  him  that  ihey  are  sufficient  to  authorize 
a  very  extensive  construction ;  for  they  are,  "Any 

Eerson  actually  using  the  trade  of  merchandise, 
y  buying  or  selling  by  gross  or  by  retail."  Mr.  G. 
supposed,  upon  the  most  obvious  construction  of 
these  words,  that  they  would  be  more  comprehen- 
sive than  those  nsed  m  the  British  statute,  which 
are,  "any  person  gaining  his  livelihood  by  trade," 
ix.  He  Uiought  the  description  nsed  in  this  bill 
might  be  applied  to  a  man  who  had  not  been  in 
trade  a  month,  though  he  did  not  in  future  iotend 
to  gain  a  livelihood  by  it ;  but  whether  his  idea 
WAS  ri^ht  or  not  was  iimiiaterial.  It  is  certain  it 
would  implicate  many  persons  in  this  country  be- 
sides merchants. 

It  has  been  said  that  persons  merely  insolvent 
Gonid  not  be  made  bankrupts,  but  only  those- who 
have  been  guilty  of  some  fraud  ;  so  that  it  will 
not  only  be  necessary  to  be  unfortunate,  but  fnud- 
nlent,  before  a  tnan  can  become  a  bankrupt.  One 
of  the  acts  mentioned  in  the  first  section  is  cer- 
tainly not  fraudulent,  where  it  issaid  "  that  if  a  per- 
aoD  being  arrested  for  debt,  shall,  in  order  to  ffain 
a  longer  time  for  payment,  or  a  reduction  oi  the 
demand,  mortgage  liis  or  her  goods  or  landSj  shall 
be  deemed  a  bankrupt."  A  man  finding  himself 
hardly  pressed,  could  not  be  charged  with  acting 
fraudulently,  if  he  did  such  an  act.  Mr.  G,  stated 
several  cases  to  show  the  unreasonableness  and 
absurdity  of  the  doctrine  which  should  require  a 
man  tcbe  fraudulent  before  be  could  have  the 
benefit  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  has  said  that 
either  we  must  have  a  bankrupt  law.  or  iosolvect 
laws  must  become  general,  as  it  would  not  answer 
fbr  persons  to  be  confined  in  jail  for  life.  There 
is,  doubtless,  said  Mr.  G..  great  hardship  in  such 
Gases;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  this  law  will  re- 
medytheevil.  Hebelieveditwouldnot.  Mr.G. pre- 
sumed that  it  was  owing  to  particular  circum- 
itancee  that  a  bankrupt  system  was  so  anxiously 
desired  by  some  gentlemen,  more  than  for  any  per- 
manent reason.  But  he  did  not  thiak  it  was  owing 
to  the  natural  operation  of  commerce,  that  a  num- 
ber of  persons  are  now  io  jail ;  but,  from  a  spirit 


of  speculation  which  had  raged  to  a  great  eitoit 
in  this  country  ;  which  has  driven  the  merchant 
from  his  counting-house  to  speculate  in  land,  aitj 
produced  a  sort  of  mania  among  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  The  consequence  is  that  otct 
jails  are  crowded  with  persons  anxiously  soli- 
citous for  an  act  of  this  kind.  Mr.  G.did  not  think 
it  necessary  for  the  sake  oflhesepenons,nor  for  the 
public  good,  to  pass  a  law  of  this  kind.  With 
respect  to  persons  who  may  be  considered  as  hoii> 
ect  debtors,  and  who  have  faithfully  given  up  their 
property  to  their  creditors,  it  does  not  often  happen 
that  men  ofthisdescription  are  suffered  to  languish 


With  respect  to  a  circumstance  much  enlaj^ 
upon  by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  respeeliiw 
■the  sale  of  land,  Mr.  G.  would  obswe  that  he  din 
not  believe  the  princmle  laid  down  by  the  geade- 
man  was  correct.  He  did  not  think  that  the  pro- 
vision which  prohibits  the  sale  of  land  for  debts, 
in  some  of  the  States  entirely,  and  in  others  for  a 
limited  time,  arose  from  the  feudal  system;  bst, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  said,  for 
the  want  of  a  sufficiency  of  circulating  mediam, 
and  he  would  venture  to  say,  from  his  Utile  ex- 
perience in  business,  that  a  practice  of  selliac 
land  by  vendue  in  the  same  manner  as  persoml 
property,  would  be  attended  with  great  loconve- 
niences,  and  it  would  scarcely  ever  fetch  half  its 

Mr.  O.  concluded  by  saying,  that  ■  few  jrean 
hence  the  Legislature  would  be  betterable  to  judge 
of  the  effects  of  a  bankrupt  system  ;  but,  at  thu 
time,  believing  that  itwould  be  productive  of  more 
evil  than  good,  partictilarly  in  the  Kastero  Suie^ 
he  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  oppose  it. 

Mi.  Sewall  said  his  friend  from  New  Hvnp- 
shiie  objected  to  the  operation  of  a  system  of 
bankruptcy,  upon  grounds  which  he  was  surprised 
that  be,  above  all  other  men,  should  have  taken. 
It  seems  to  him  that  no  mode  is  necessary  to  be 
adopted  for  the  better  collection  of  debts;  that 
creditors  ought  to  be  left  to  get  their  money  as 
well  as  they  can.  Hence,  said  he,  we  hear  the 
gentleman  lament  the  want  of  circulating  medi- 
um, and  the  horrors  which  will  be  occasioned  by 
the  collrction  of  debts  in  the  country,  in  case  this 
law  goes  into  effect. 

This  Uw,  said  Mr.  S.,  will  not  affect  those  who 
^j  not  buy  to  sell  again ;  but  those  who  do  buy  to 
sell  again  ought  to  be  exposed  to  all  the  inconve- 
niences, as  they  will  receive  all  the  benefits  of  a 
bankrupt  law.  We  ought  not,  said  he,  to  con- 
sider this  as  the  first  mode  proposed  for  collecting 
of  debts,  but  compare  it  with  such  as  are  in  exist- 
ence, and  if  it  be  found  that  this  will  be  beneficial 

certain  persons,  it  ought  to  be  adopted. 

A  system  of  bankruptcy  is  limited  in  its  eiteal 

Jersons  concerned  in  commerce.  Extensive 
itr  are  essential  in  all  commercial  communi- 
•s,  and,  as  had  been  already  stated,  merchatits 
e  constantly  liable  to  accideots  which  may  dis- 
able them  from  paying  their  debts ;  but  if  thej 
become  bankrupts,  he  would  not  only  have  their 
personal  property  sold,  but  also  their  laiid,Bttdlet 
them  suffer  the  loss,  however  great  it  might  be, 
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by  its  being  tbat  told.  And  this,  Mr.  S.  said, 
mgkt  serve  as  an  answer  loall  that  the  g^atlemaD 
had  aaid  about  the  country  traders.  They  are 
truly  the  medium  beiweeo  merchants  and  farm- 
ers; bat  if  they  should  hold  lauds,  and  are  not 
aUe  to  pay  tbeir  debts,  they  must  submit  to  their 
being  sold.  Admitting,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  we  shall 
not  then  see  so  many  country  traders  as  at  [ne- 
seut,  this  will  be  no  disadTantage  to  the  cornmu- 
niiT.  as  the  larger  stores  deal  more  adrautageoos- 
ly  for  the  pnluie.  A  number  of  men  who  now 
carry  on  faiuiness  of  this  kind  might  be  more  use- 
folly  em^oyed.  He  was  wilUng,  therefore,  that 
the  diminution  of  this  kind  of  traders  should  be 
one  of  the  effects  of  this  law. 

But  the  main  princii)tea  of  the  bankrupt  system 
■ic  to  avoid  the  extension  of  fraud.  In  New  Eng- 
land, a  man  may  be  taken  by  tu  attachment  of  hiK 
creditor.  His  friend  from  New  Hampshire  la- 
mented that  this  process  should  fail.  It  would 
bil.  indeed,  where  merchants  and  traders  have 
dealt  to  so  large  an  amount  as  to  come  within  the 
baobupi  law;  but  it  will  only  fail  so  far  as  to 
preTeni  him  from  getting  his  whole  debt — he  will, 
nCTDrtheless,  come  in  for  his  share  alone  with  his 
other  creditors;  and  it  co.uld  not  then  happen,  as 
it  now  frequently  happens,  that  a  country  trader 
dindes  his  property  among  his  neighbors,  who 
lie  either  his  creditors,  or  pretend  to  be  so,  and 
the  creditor  in  the  city  perhaps  nerer  hears  of  the 
tiaiuaelion  uotil  all  the  property  is  divided.  Un- 
der this  law;  a  man's  effects  would  be  fairly  look- 
ed into,  and  equally  divided  amonnt  all  his  cre- 
ditors, wiihoai  exception.  Mr.  S.  noped  the  bill 
woaldpasa. 

Hr.  BiLDWiR  had  felt  himself  entertained  and 
instineted  by  the  temperate  and  able  discussion 
which  this  subject,  so  imporituit  to  the  interests 
of  this  country,  had  undergone.  There  were  still 
one  or  two  points  of  view  in  which  he  wished  to 
present  it  to  the  House,  which  had  not  yet  been 


rest  in  forming  a  decision  upon  this  question. 
The  contemplation  of  uniformity  on  any  subject 
at  first  excites  pieasiug  sensations ;  indulging  ihia 
pleasing  sensation  misht  lead  ns  to  expect  and  to 
attempt  to  make  all  the  laws  on  all  subjects  the 
same  throtiKh  the  whole  country.  It  might  be 
urged  that  if  a  person  came  from  one  State  into 
another  to  settle  an  intestate  estate,  in  which  he 
was  interested,  it  would  be  unjust  that  he  ihonid 
not  be  allowed  the  same  advantages  which  had 
been  given  to  the  citizens  of  that  Stale  in  the 
one  from  which  he  came;  the  same  might  be  ex- 
tended to  any  other  suhject,  and  the  argtiment 
will  always  be  plausible.  He  would  also  acknow- 
ledge that  commercial  subjects  are  in  tbeii  nature 
so  extensive,  and  involve  \n  the  same  tranaactiom 
interests  ana  persons  so  remote  from  each  odier, 
that  uniformity  not  only  appears  mare  pleasing, 


hut  ii 


D  fact 


desirableaod  importi 
other  subjects.    It  had  already  beea 


nnder  consideration,  considerable  force  in  forming 
his  iadgment  against  it 

Had  this  question  of  passing  a  bankrupt  law 
presenied  itself  in  an  ordinary  Legislature,  the 
general  utility  and  expediency  of  cankrupi  sys* 
teniL  and  their  suitableness  to  ibe  circumstanccB 
of  this  conntry,  which  has  been  the  principal 
ground  of  this  discussion,  would  have  oeen  the 
miy  one  which  the  subject  could  have  bad,  and 
the  judgment  mutt  have  been  formed  on  those 
grounds. 

The  real  practical  question  which  is  presented 
to  the  House  on  this  occasion,  seems  to  be,  what 
ire  the  inducements  for  this  Legislature  to  take 
np  the  subject  ?  It  must  be  for  the  take  of  mak- 
ilg  ■  oniform  system  of  bankruptcy  for  the  whole 
ecantry;  the  arguments  to  enforce  the  measure 
oiDit  be  derived  from  the  importance  of  uniformi- 
ty 00  this  subject,  rather  than  from  the  general 
^iociples  of  bankrupt  laws,  on  which  the  States 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  judging  and  legislating 
at  their  pleasure.  It  is  on  the  necessity  of  having 
a  onifwm  system  that  the  mind  mutt  priocipnlly 


carried  far  in  the  provisions  of  our  laws,  but  he 
believed  it  could  not  safely  be  carried  so  far  as  waa 
proposed  in  this  bill.  Of  all  branches  of  legisbi' 
lion  which  relate  to  com  meree,  bankrupt  laws  awm 
to  be  most  local  in  their  nature,  and  most  to  re- 
quire the  same  slate  of  advancement  in  commerce 
in  the  places  which  are  to  be  subject  to  them,  to 
have  them  equal  or  even  tolerable  in  tbeir  opera- 
tion, '{here  are  few  countries  so  well  suited  to 
the  uniform  operation  of  such  systems  as  Oraat 
Britain  ;  their  insular  situalitm  coofinea  their  ex- 
pectation of  greataess  to  those  pursaitsi  it  is  boilt 
up  on  commerce;  he  could  conceive  that  asmalkt 
island  might  be  still  more  entirely  commercial, 
and  that  a  bankrupt  system  might  apply  a*  ex- 
actly to  their  circumstances  as  to  a  small  oont- 
mercial  neighborhood.  How  very  diffident  is  the 
situaliMi  of  this  country.  There  are  not  more 
than  five  or  six  placet  which  are  at  all  in  similar 
circum stances.  The  introduction  of  such  a  sya- 
tem  to  operate  over  this  country^  would  be  lo  ont- 
turn  all  the  ancient  usages  and  institutions  which 
iheir  interests  have  beretofore  pointed  out  as  ne- 
cessary, to  accommodate  them  to  the  circumstan- 
ces of  a  smaller  part,  who  bear  no  proportion  to 
them  i  this  had  already  been  so  strongly  stated,  it 
was  unnecessary  for  him  lo  oursue  it  larther.  If 
the  question  of  passing  a  banarupt  law  had  occur- 
red in  a  State  Legislature,  he  thought  the  subject 
would  present  itself,  even  to  them^  m  such  a  point 
of  light  that  rather  than  to  generalize  legislation  on 
that  subject,andseud  it  forward  to  Congress  to  ha*a 
a  general  bankrupt  law  passed,  to  operate  over  the  - 
whole  country,  it  would  be  much  more  likely  to 
lake  the  other  direction,  and  be  sent  down  to  a 
kind  of  Legislatures  which  exist  in  some  States, 
inferior  to  themselves,  such  as  cities  and  corpora- 
tions, who  have  power  to  pass  by-laws,  and 
whose  powers  might  be  extended  to  make  regul*- 
tions  in  the  nature  of  bankrapl  laws,  such  as  their 
local  circumstances  most  particularly  required. 
At  any  rate,  he  thought  it  not  advisable  to  make 
it  a  suDJect  of  more  general  legislation  than  what 
is  competent  to  the  present  State  Oovemmentt. 
But  It  is  insisted  on,  said  Mr.  B.,  by  some  gen- 


tlemen, tbat  as  the  power  lo  pass  uj 
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the  sdbjeet  of  bankruptcy  is  expressly  givea  to 
Congress  by  (he  Coostitutioo,  it  is  their  dniy  to 
io  it ;  and  some  go  so  fat  as  to  say  that  it  is  not 
proper  for  the  States  to  legislate  od  that  subject. 
He  thought  there  was  no  great  weight  in  that  ar- 
2um«iL  Congress  not  baving  passed  such  a  law 
tor  these  ten  years  past,  and  tne  Stales  having 
legislated  upon  it  io  their  own  way,  is  a  sufficient 
proof  that  that  has  not  been  the  understanding  of 
the  Const ituiioD.  Power  is  also  expressly  given 
by  the  Conslilutioa  to  exercise  exclusive  legisla- 
tion over  the  ten  miles  square  which  has  oeen 
■ceded  for  the  permanent  residence  of  Congress; 
this  exclusive  Isgislatioii  has  not  been  exercised, 
bat  has  been  submitted  to  the  local  jurisdictions 
where  the  territory  lies. 
Uany  other  instances  might   he  adduced  to 

Sore  the  same  thing,  if  necessary.  The  &ct  is, 
e  powers  given  to  Congress  as  well  as  to  all 
-other  Legislatures,  are  in  general  submitted  to 
(heir  discretion  to  use  them  as  the  circu  in  stances 
of  the  country  should  require.  He  had  no  doubt 
in  saying,  as  well  from  the  perusal  of  the  instra- 
jaent  as  from  his  own  recollection,  that  many  of 
them  must  have  been  considered  as  of  very  difS- 
enlt  execution,  and  that  it  most  have  been  sap- 
pOBed  that  the  existence  of  the  power  in  Confess 
would  effect  the  control  which  they  desired, 
wwild  check  the  abuses  which  might  afherwiae 
have  taken  plac^  and  prevent  the  necessity  of 
vsing  it.  Any  olber  view  of  that  instrument,  be 
^MHight,  would  lead  to  great  perplexity  and  em- 
battasamenl.  He  was  sure  it  was  the  one  which 
its  best  friends  bad  originolly  indulged,  and  bad 
BUde  the  administration  of  the  Government  much 
-nore  practicable  and  successful  than  it  other- 
wise  cotild  have  been.  This  power  of  passing  a 
uniform  act  of  bankruptcy,  he  had  always  thou^l, 
vu  wisely  given.  Some  of  the  States  had  before 
that  time  faQen  into  the  habit  of  making  a  kind  of 
Legiidaitve  and  Judicial  war  upon  the  citizens  of 
other  States  j  these  general  controlling  powers, 
though  but  little  called  into  use,  bad  without 
doubt  had  effect  in  preventins-  the  continuance  of 
Ihem.  States  which,  from  their  situation,  were 
B10I8  remote  from  commerce,  might  pass  ban k- 
Tupt  laws  which  would  unreasonably  protect 
their  retail  dealers,  and  greatly  injure  the  mer- 
chants in  the  large  commercial  cities ;  ibis  power 
in  Congress  to  control  such  attempts,  probably 
will  prevent  them,  even  without  the  exercise  of 
it  He  had  not  heard  of  any  such  attempts  since 
the  existence  of  the  present  Government.  When 
they  look  place  he  would  acknowledge  then  there 
would  be  an  argument  for  the  exercise  of  that 
power  to  controfthem — no  such  argument  is  even 
atated  at  this  time  to  exist. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  consider  the  observations 
nade  by  several  members,  more  particularly 
^  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  viz:  that  ibe 
StMla  had  made  such  bad  bankrupt  and  insot- 
TCDt  laws,  and  had  in  general  conducted  the  bu- 
siness so  badly,  that  it  was  incumbent  on  Con- 
greas  to  take  up  the  subject,  to  prevent  in  future 
aach  frauds  as  had  already  taken  place  in  all  parts 
fff  the  country.    No  man  t^retted  moresincejely 


than  he  did,  the  errors  and  frauds  camolaiiied  of, 
but  he  saw  in  the  present  bill  nothing  not  the  ia- 
crease  of  them.  He  thought  it  would  be  well  Is 
examine  the  ground  of  that  ara^umenl  more  ptr- 
ticulaily,  before  they  undertook  to  act  apoD  it 
Ad  intimate  view  ol  the  aasirs  of  all  homaD  Gov- 
ernments, exhibited  infirmities  and  imperfections; 
as  a  friend  to  this  Ooveroment,  he  wished  Ihey 
might  appear  so  to  have  conducted  thur  tftin, 
on  the  oifficult  subjects  on  which  they  were  ob- 
liged to  act,  as  to  be  as  justly  fm  from  reproacli 
as  the  Stale  Oovernmeills  in  this  country  genet- 
ally  had  been.  The  expectation  is  scarcely  to  be 
indulged.  Ordinarily  speaking,  that  legislation  ii 
always  most  easy  and  most  perfect  where  there  ii 
the  greatest  degree  of  similarity  of  circumstances 
in  the  persons  over  whom  it  is  to  (nterate,  and  (be 
most  full  and  free  inierohange  of  teeliugt  and  ia- 
teresiB  between  ihem.  If  there  was  an  atiempi 
to  unite  all  Europe,  or  all  iha  Eastern  conlinenl 
under  one  Government,  it  mustdeal  only  in  a  few 
very  general  subjects,  or  it  would  be  found  ai  once 
impracticable.  To  endeavor,  by  weight  of  pres- 
sure, to  bring  together  very  dissimilar  inmeitt 
under  the  same  legislation,  has  always  been  foand 
a  very  difficult  and  hazardous  experiment.  Then 
was  a  certain  point  beyond  which  it  conld  never 
be  wise  to  attempt  to  extend  such  an  exp^'imenl, 
unless  the  national  existence  demaoded  it.  Me 
thought  the  experience  of  this  country,  without 
exception,  justified  this  remark.  The  limib  of 
several  of  the  State  Govern  men  ts  had  a  heady 
been  found  so  extensive,  as  to  involve  interests  so 
dissimilar,  that  it  became  more  and  more  difficult 
to  unite  them  under  the  operation  of  the  aaw 
laws,  and  to  carry  them  into  full  effect.  Dlbcod- 
[ents,jealousies,Kad animosities,  were eageodercd, 
which  there  was  no  way  to  cure,  but  to  give  ihem 
the  privil^^  of  making  laws  better  accommodated 
to  their  circumstances.  Those  Slate*  senenUf 
appear  to  be  the  most  bappj*,  and  their  laws  iMi 
executed,  where  their  limits  ere  so  small  as  u 
secure  a  good  degree  of  similarity  in  the  iatemls 
of  the  citizens,  and  in  the  operation  of  their  li*^ 
but  not  BO  smalt  as  to  make  the  expenses  of  the 
Oovernmeni  too  burdensome ;  and  m  proportion 
as  you  extend,  the  work  becomes  diracult  *nd 
hazardous. 

The  same  thing,  he  thought,  appeared  from  a 
candid  review  of  the  short  history  of  this  Genetaf 
Government.  He  did  not  accustom  himself  to 
look  back  upon  its  measures  for  the  sake  of  fino- 
ing  fault,  but  for  the  sake  of  deriTing  insiruetioD, 
as  a  guide  in  future  measures.  It  had  thus  Mr, 
in  its  operations,  been  prineipaU]r  confined  to  two 
objects — to  pay  for  past  protection,  atid  to  affon 
present  protection.  In  undertaking  to  pay  for 
past  protection,  they  seem  to  have  been  underthe 
impression  of  the  saa 
recommended  on  this 
their  duty  to  endeavor  to  do  greater  iusrice  la 
principle  than  had  been  done  by  the  legisUtws 
who  had  gone  before  them,  and,  therefore,  laey 
UDdenook  to  break  up  the  old  settlements,  and  tg 
modify  and  settle  it  over  again.  He  was  wiilini 
to  allow  them  the  best  intentions,  but  they  ui- 
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uinlr  appeired  to  have  failed  verr  muck  in  iheji 
object;  the  drtt  was  Dearlf  doubled  by  the  itt- 
oigaes  and  fraoda  to  which  it  wis  eipoMd  in  the 
openliDn,  a  rast  inequaliiy  of  eitAtei  created  in 
t&is  couDtry,  and  rerjr  little  relief  rc«ched  thoie 
who  bad  devoI«d  tbeir  blood  and  ireasom  lo  ibe 
pablie.  He  beliered  there  were  but  few  at  the 
present  day  who  did  not  regret  their  undeiCaking 
to  do  greater  justice  iban  tho>e  who  had  gone  be- 
foR  them. 

Id  affijrding  preseDtprote«ction,  the  same  thiofr 
pieienied  itself:  the  Indian  treaties  and  ezpedi- 
tiDoi  had  been  expensire  beyonil  all  former  es- 
amde.  The  opention  of  bnildia^  the  frigates 
hid  been  the  anbjecl  of  more  particuiar  inquiry, 
and  more  pointed  cetuure  from  all  parts  of  the 
Hook,  than  any  other;  ii  had  always  been  his 
optaioD  that  it  was  lesa  exposed  to  such  censures 
tEan  most  of  the  other  measures.  He  never 
doaUed  the  good  intentions  of  those  concerned  in 
these  tnnsactions,  but  it  clearly  shows  that  it  is 
more  difficult  to  giTe  effect  to  oar  good  intentions 
than  in  smaller  Qoyemments,  and  that  they  are 
more  exposed  to  be  inteirnpied  by  the  bad  inten- 
tioDs  sua  frauds  which  always  exist  in  all  socie- 
ties ;  it  ouqfu  M  cheek  projeela  of  mere  amelio- 
ratioD  not  justified  by  the  rea«an  of  things  or  our 
own  experience. 

Thissvbjecl  of  bankraptey,  heiaid,bad  always 
beea  foond  one  of  the  most  dijfficali  and  perplexed 
problems  in  lentlatioo,  bv  all  OoTemments  who 
UTS  attempted  it ;  it  had  always  called  forth  the 
utmost  iofenoity  of  frmnd  and  stnlagem  to  couu- 
lenet  their  inientiona,  and  has,  indeed,  been  but 
badly  Dnnaged  eren  by  the  best  OorerDmenta. 
It  bad  been  before  staled  that, 


ofCbancery  wbich  had  always  been  a ceompatiied 
vith  ill  the  powers  both  of  Church  and  State, 
and  niforced  by  penalties  whieh  ni-ither  the  genius 
■or  habits  of  this  country  would  bear,  the  beat 
tad  most  expnieiiced  judges  oow  doubt  whether 
a  Is  not  more  a  refuge  to  fraud  than  an  aid  to 

C'le.  This  part  of  the  sQbjecI  had  been  so  fully 
led  by  others  he  would  not  enlarge  upon  it. 
He  hid  no  expectation  that  such  an  experiment 
fioiu  this  QoTernmenl  would  succed  well ;  he 
«u  Tcry  confident  it  would  do  much  mischief. 
and  di,graee  the  Qoremment.*  He  wished  there 
»|gl>t  he  seen  the  same  caution  and  wisdom  in 
nsJDg  the  powers  that  were  displaved  id  (he  Con- 
stitaiioD  m  giving  them.  He  did  not  rely  most 
"■  the  friendship  of  thoee  who  were  coalinuaUy 
^iging  the  Oavemmemi  on  to  the  most  rough  and 
■^inetieaUe  ground.  If  it  was  aUe  to  discharge 
with  tolerable  faithfulness  and  success  thow  great 
duties  to  w^icfa  qo  other  Legislatore  wus  compe- 
^<,  be  hoped  and  trusted  it  would  not  be  urged 
into  those  nroieets  of  amelioration  to  which  it 
*»,  bdeeo,  ill  suited,  unless  called  by  some 

*  A  Oenoral  Ooremment  must,  from  tlie  nature  of 
Siingi,  bs  lao  Ioom  and  unwieldy  in  its  mofements, 
snd  too  lemote  in  many  of  its  opeiatioas,  to  be  sble  lo 
mulmct  fraud  sod  iBlrigne  with  *■  much  success  as 


8tron([er  reasotu  than  presented  themselves  on  this 
occasioa. 

The  question  being  caUed  for,. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  he  was  sensible  that  the  House 

ust  be  fatigued  with  the  discussion  which  hod 
already  taken  place  on  this  bill.  Indeed,  every 
oigumeni,  perhaps,  that  can  be  used  for  or  against 
it,  had  already  been  urged  ;  but,  he  thought  so 
unprecedented  a  satire  as  had  been  uttered  on  the 
Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  ouffht  not 
to  pass  without  comment.  He  seams  to  think  the 
General  Government  inadequate  to  every  object 
for  whieh  it  was  constituted;  that  it  is  unequal 
to  the  forming  of  a  system  of  Bankruptcy,  or  of 
providing  tor  the  payment  of  the  National  Debt  j 
that  it  is  incompetent  to  the  buildins  of  a  Navy. 
or  to  the  defensive  protection  of  our  frontier ;  andj 
in  a  word,  that  all  the  objects  which  it  has  under* 
taken  would  have  been  belter  done  by  the  Sitta 
Governments.  What,  said  Mr.  O.,  is  the  infer- 
ence lo  be  drawn  from  all  thisi  Why,  to  be  sure, 
that  it  would  be  better  to  dissolve  it,  and  restore 
the  old  system  of  a  Confederation  of  the  States, 
through  a  despair  of  being  able  to  administer  it 
to  anv  good  efiect.  Mi.  O.  thought  the  gentle- 
man bad  pronounced  a  very  ungraceful  valedictory 
on  parting  with  an  old  friend  whom  he  had  so 
long  professed  to  support.  If  these  be  hia  senti- 
ments, instead  of  pronouncing  them  on  his  depart- 
ure from  its  admininistration^  it  would  have  been 
well  if  he  had  explained  bis  creed  at  on  earlier 
period. 

Mr.  O.  difiered  in  opinion,  however,  from  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia;  he  believed  this  Oov- 
eromeut  perfectly  competent  to  all  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  instituted.  And  he  thought 
there  never  was  a  measure  more  important  indo- 
mestic  legislation;  none  whifh  would  have  ■ 
greater  tendency  to  harmonize  and  conciliate  the 

Crriog  interests  of  this  gcbat  community  than  a 
nkrupt  act,  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia spoke  so  lightly.  It  had  been  considered  by 
ihe  Convention  which  formed  the  Consiiiuiion, 
OS  a  proper  object  of  national  legislation.  We 
cannot  convenienily,  as  has  been  objected,  make 
uniform  laws  regulating  the  titles  and  sales  of 
real  estates  or  tesiameniary  distributions,  without 
intrenching  too  far  upon  local  laws  and  usages. 
But,  said  Mr.  O.,  commerce  is  a  general  concern, 
and,  in  this  respect,  it  would  be  a  desirable  spec- 
tacle to  behold  in  every  part  of  the  Union  our 
citizens,  who  are  engaged  in  the  same  profesaioa, 
governed  by  the  same  Taws,  and  appealing  to  the 
same  tribunals  for  justice. 

Mr.  O.  did  not  mean  to  go  at  length  into  the 
subject;  but  he  could  not  refiaiu  from  expressing 
his  regret  for  the  discordant  and  incoosisient  sys- 
tem of  the  debtor  laws  of  the  several  States. 

In  the  part  of  the  country  where  he  lived,  and 
in  all  the  New  England  Slates,  an  individual; 
upon  an  impnlse  of  resentment  or  jealousy,  might 
destroy  his  debtor,  toot  and  branch,  by  taking  aot 
an  attachment  against  his  property,  and  securing 
himself  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  creditors ;  in 
other  Stales  you  may  attach  for  the  benefit  of  sU 
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ibe  creditors,  and  in  some  others  you  can  make 
DO  attachment  whatever.  Id  one  part  of  the 
UoioD  you  majT'take  latlds  at  an  appraiseroeiit.  in 
another  part  yon  may  sett  them  at  aaclioa,  and  in 
some  States  not  at  all. 

Again,  in  one  State,  the  body  of  the  debtor 
may  be  committed  until  he  pays  his  debts;  in 
another  State  he  swears  himseff  free  in  a  few 
days,  and  in  a  third,  if  he  will  -swear  well,  he  is 
not  committed  for  an  hour.  Is  ihere  aay  reason, 
said  Mr.  O.,for  this  conflict  of  laws  among  a  peo- 

!ile,  who  have  the  same  interests,  who  speak  one 
aoguage.  and  whose  contracts  are  framed  upon 
the  same  principles  ? 

He  bad  no  doubt  but  thai  a  sense  of  honor  and 
a  habit  of  puocluality  Hmong  merchants  had,  in  a 
measure,  remedied  this  defect ;  but  he  believed 
that  great  inconveniences  had  arisen  for  want  of 
«  system  of  this  kind.  Misfortune,  enterprise, 
speculation,  and  a  spirit  of  over-trading,  have  in- 
volved thousands  in  ruin.  The  compassion  due 
to  real  misforinne  is  diminished  by  the  number 
of  its  victims,  and  the  disgrace  that  should  attach 
lo  fraudnlent  bankruptcy  is  relieved  by  the  influ- 
ence of  the  delinqueots.  Men  fail  for  millions ; 
and,  though  these  g^reat  leviathans  of  speculation, 
after  having  sunk  in  the  ocean  for  a  time,  may 
rise  again  and  revel  on  the  surface,  yet  the  wi- 
dows and  orphans,  the  fair  merchants,  indus- 
trious tradesmen,  and  credulous  friends,  who  are 
involved  in  the  same  whirl^iool,  rise  no  more. 

To  prevent  these  mischiefs,  said  Mr.  O.,  we 
should  give  to  creditors  a  control  over  the  i 
perty  of  their  debtors,  so  as  to  stop  the  fraudul 
in  their  career,  and  we  should  rescue  the  honest 
but  nnfortunate  insolvent  from  the  oppression  of 
a  vindictive  creditor  He  was  of  opinion  this 
law  would  furnish  the  remedy  desired.  Among 
the  various  objections  ofiered  to  this  system  two 
only  had  lAtpeared  to  him  deserving  of  attention. 
One  was,  that  our  siiuation  being  very  different 
from  that  of  Qreat  Britain,  as  our  citizens  often 
exercise  more  than  one  trade,  it  will  be  difficuli  to 
limit  the  extent  of  the  act.  In  answer  to  this  be 
would  say,  that  our  situation  in  this  respect  is 
precisely  similar  to  her's,  since  both  we  and  they 
are  a  commercial  people.  We  have  large  cities, 
populous  villages,  and  a  country  more  or  less  pop- 
ulous. So  have  thev.  Our  cities  and  villages,  it 
is  true,  are  not  so  full  of  people  as  theirs,  yet  the 
same  division  of  labor  and  of  professions  will  be 
found  in  them.  If  you  look  at  Boston,  Pbiladel- 
phia.  New  York,  and  ^timore,  you  find  things 
much  io  the  same  state  as  in  the  large  towns  of 
Qreat  Britain.  In  the  villages,  it  is  true  that  pro- 
feuions  are  not  lO  distincUy  marked  as  in  the 
cities,  some  of  the  mechanics  being  also  traders. 
This  is  also  the  case  in  England;  and  if  you  go 
into  the  country,  either  here  or  there,  you  will 
probably  find  the  farmer  sometimes  employed  in 
tanning  leather,  or  in  making  of  bricks.  But  is  it 
to  be  concluded  from  this  that  it  is  impossible  to 
ascertain  who  are.  and  who  are  not,  the  objects 
of  this  law  7  Without  going  into  detail,  he  would 
give  a  short  answer  to  this  inquiry.  If  the  busi- 
ness of  buying  and  selling  be  a  man's  principal 


Erofession,  he  would  be  considered  _  ,  _ 
i  liable  to  bankruptcy ;  but  if  his  trading  be  onli 


trader,  and 

% 

Aooiher  objection  to  this  bill  was,  that,  from 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  country,  pune- 
luE^ity  in  payment  cannot  be  expected.  Towhom, 
said  Mr.  0-,  does' this  remark  apply?  To  country 
traders?  If  so,  he  would  allow  that  men  of  this 
description  cannot  always  be  strictly  punctual; 
but  these  men  will  then  be  in  a  better  situation 
under  this  act  than  they  are  in  at  present  If  a 
country  trader  is  now  tardy  in  his  payments,  each 
creditor  has  the  strongest  possiUe  inducement  lo 
strive  to  be  the  first  to  compel  payment;  but,  after 
a  bankrupt  law  is  passed,  creditors  will  have  the 
same  inducements  to  he  indulgent;  they  will  know 
that,  in  case  of  failure,  the  bankrupt's  property 
will  be  equally  divided  amoug  them;  that,  by 
striking  the  first  blow,  they  gain  no  advantage, 
and  lose  nooe  by  restraining.  Thus  Ihere  would 
arise  a  common  interest  among  them  to  put  off 
the  bankruptcy,  and  to  give  the  debtors  time  to 
make  payment,  until  it  was  evident  a  man  could 
not  overcome  his  difficulties. 

Qentlemen  complain  of  the  scarcity  of  circula- 
ting medium  as  a  cause  of  the  want  of  ptine- 
tuality.  The  only  way,  said  Mr.  O.,  to  make 
money  plentiful  is  to  pass  this  law.  The  present 
scarcity  is  artificial.  There  is  plenty  of  money  in 
the  coffers  of  the  rich,  and  io  the  city  banks,  and  it 
is  because  those  who  nav«  it  are  afraid  of  trusting 
it  in  the  country,  under  the  present  laws  for  the 
recovery  of  debt,  that  it  is  hoarded,  or  lei  at  exor* 
bitant  interest.  But  when  once  the  moneyed  men 
are  satisfied  that  the  laws  will  secure  their  money 
to  them,  by  a  lien  upon  alt  the  estates  of  theit 
debtors,  an  honest  trader  will  be  able  to  obtain 
the  loan  of  money  on  fair  and  legal  interest.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  O.  having  sat  down,  the  call  being  pretty 
loudly  repealed  for  the  question,  the  Clerk  pio> 
ceeded  to  call  the  yeas  and  nays;  when,  having 
"lUed  the  first  name,  Mr.  Harpeb  and  Mr.  Nicr- 
:ah  were  both  on  the  floor  to  have  spoken  on  the 
question,  but  the  Speaebb  informing  them  they 
were  too  late,  the  Cierk  having  commenced  his 
call,  they  sat  down,  and  the  call  of  the  yeas  and 
nays  was  proceeded  with.  These  were  44  in  fa- 
vor of  the  passing  of  the  bill,  and  47  against  it,  as 
follows : 

YiAS-^obn  Allen,  Bailey  Bsrtlett,  Janus  A.  Bav- 
'd,  Jonathan  Brace,  David  Brariu,  ChristonheT  Q. 
hamplin,  John  Chapman,  James  Cochran,  Wtlliaia 
Craik,  Sunnel  W.  Dana,  John  Dennis,  Gcoi^  Dmii. 
William  Edmond,  Tfaomu  Evans,  Abid  Foster,  Janaa 
Oillespie,  Heni;  Olen,  Chaunoey  Goodrich,  Rogei 
Qnma\A,  John  A.  Hauna,  RoWf  Goodloe  Hatpo^ 
William  Hindmsn,  Heiekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H. 
Imlsv,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Edward  Livingston,  JamM 
Machir,  William  Matthews,  Blair  McClenachan,  LewM 
K.  Morris,  HuTiHin  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Paifcer,  Thomas 
Pinckney,  John  Rutledge,  jun^  James  Schnremsn, 
Samuel  Bewail,  William  fihepard,  Thomas  Sinnickson, 
Samuel  Smith,  George  Thatcher,  Richard,  Thomas, 
John  E.  Van  Alan,  Fsleg  Wadsworth,  and  Robert 
Wain. 
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.Viii — Garage  Bmi.  Jan.,  Ateabun  Bddwin,  David 
Bud,  Thomu  Bloaot,  Robert  BrowD,  Stephen  Bnl- 
'   '   ~       A  J.  Cmbell,  TiMrau  Clubonu,  WUIiuB  C. 


tej,  Dwight  FoMer,  Jontthui  Freemui,  Albert  GalU- 
tin,  WinUoi  fionton,  Aitdnw  Gragg,  Williun  Bkfty 
Gnne,  Cuter  B.  Burieon,  Joiuktbui  N.  HaTiiw,  Joe. 
HoMer,  DiTid  Holmei,  Wkltar  Jonea,  Matthew  Locke, 
Saniiid  Ljioan,  Natbanial  Maam,  Joaeph  McDowell, 
AnihoBj  New,  John  Nidiolaa,  Joaiah  Paiter,  Jidin 
Reed,  Tompaon  J.  mniteT,  Nathaniel  Smith,  WilUam 
Bmith,  Jielag  Spragne,  Rudwid  Sprigg,  Richard  Btait- 
iiri,  Maifc  nuMBaon,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Joa. 
B.  VunoiB,  AbrahalD  VenaUe,  John  Willuma,  and 
Roten  WtUtam*. 

Aad  so  the  said  bill 
Hoose  adjonmed. 


I  rejected;   uid  the 


WEDNEanAT,  January  16. 
DIPPERENCEs'  WITH  PRANCE. 

Hi.  Gallatin  called  up  the  Teaoluiion,  which 
be  laid  upon  the  table  a  few  days  ago,  requesting 
ihe  President  to  lay  certain  paper*  bel'ore  the 
House  respecting  oar  ditpute  with  the  French 
Renublic. 

.Mr.  D.  Foster  hoped  (be  gentlemaa  Trom 
PeDDiflTinia  irould  not  urge  a  decision  upon  his 
rr!«laiion  at  this  time.  ^He  was  himself  at  the 
Secreiary  of  -State's  office  thia  morning,  and 
mentioDed  that  the  Home  were  in  expectation  of 
rectirine  a  com  man  i  cat  ion  an  thii  subject.  He 
was  informed  that  it  was  in  forwardness,  and 
might  be  exited  to  be  made  lo-morrow.  He 
boped,  ihereiore,  the  resolution  would  be  suffered 
10  lie;  if  not,  he  should  more  ■  postponement 
of  it. 

Mr.  GiLi^Tin  agreed  to  its  lying. 
raURPATION  OF  EXECUTIVB  AOTHOHnT. 

The  House  being  again  to  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Mr.  Ohibwold's  bill  for  punishing  cer- 

Mr.  Isaac  Parses  said,  when  the  resolution 
Bpob  which  this  bill  was  founded  was  under  cou- 
lideraiioD,  he  gave  it  all  the  consideraiioD  which 
ik  DOTelly  and  importance  demanded.  He  was 
tbfii  atisned  that  tne  object  was  a  good  one.  and 
that  there  ought  to  be  a  law  to  cany  it  into  effect, 
and  be  was  highly  gratified  to  find  that  there  was 
w  large  a  majority  of  the  House  of  the  same 
opinion. 

Tliisbill,saidMr.  P.,  is  founded  upon  the  prin- 
tipie  that  the  people  of  the  United  Stales  have 
pTn  to  the  Executive  Department  the  power  to 
■egotlaie  with  foreign  QareTDmeott,  and  to  carry 
OD  all  foreign  retktions,  and  that  it  is  therefore  an 
Dsarpation  of  that  power  for  an  individual  to  un- 
dertake to  correspond  with  any  foreign  Power  on 
«ny  dispute  between  the  two  Gorernments,  or  for 
lay  State  Qovernment,  or  any  other  department 
'  '    ~         '  ~  'oil.    But  when 


of  the  General  QoTernment,  t 


the  bill  came  to  be  reported,  several  gentli 
who  TDled  in  faror  of  tne  resolution,  opposed  the 
bili  on  the  ground  that  it  went  further  than  the 


resolution  authorized,  as  they  helieved  it  would 
include  within  Its  operation  individuaU  who  might 
be  pursuing  their  private  affairs  abroad,  without 
any  intention  of  interfering  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments. The  objection  was  started  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gallatin.)  and 
Srosecuted  by  several  others.  The  gentleman 
■om  Georgia  regretted  that  the  principle  (which 
he  allowed  to  be  a  good  one,}  could  not  be  carried 
into  effect  without  affecting  the  rights  of  indiri- 
duals.  Mr.  P.  thought  that  gentleman,  as  he  waa 
one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
subject,  ou^bt  lo  have  laid  before  that  commiitte 
a  plan  which  he  esteemed  belter  than  the  one 
reported,  for  Mr.  P.  thoiight  his  objections  went 
more  to  the  principle  of  Ihe  bill  than  toils  details. 
The  only  objection  urged  against  this  bill  which 
had  anf  weight  upon  his  (Mr.  P.'s)  mind,  waa 
that  which  complained  that  the  bill  was  too  loose- 
ly drawn,  and  that  it  would,  from  this  circum- 
stance, though  it  certainly  could  not  be  intended 
to  do  so,  include  citizens  prosecuting  their  indivi- 
dual eoDcerns  in  foreign  countries,  ahd  brin^  them 
into  jeopardy.  If  the  whole  scope  of  the  bill  was 
attended  to,  he  did  not  believe  that  any  such  con- 
sequences could  arise  from  iL  because,  every  per- 
son liable  to  punishment  by  this  bill,  must  be  act- 
ing contrary  to  the  authority  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  persons  of  the  descrip- 
tion alluded  to,  are  expressly  authorized  by  law 
to  prosecute  their  claims  abroad.  But  an  argu- 
ment bad  been  used  by  gentlemen  all  round  the 
House,  which  had  undoubtedly  weight.  It  was 
this — "  You  say  these  persons  are  not  meant  lo  be 
included,  what  objection,  therefore,  can  you  have 
to  satisfy  us  that  they  cannot  be  included  by  the 
admission  of  a  proviso  to  exclude  them?"  Though 
Mr.  P.  bad  no  ooubt  on  the  subject,  yet  he  thought 
it  was  no  more  than  reasonable  to  remove  those 
of  other  gentlemen.  It  is  true  the  courts  might 
force  a  construction  of  ibe  law  so  as  to  include 
these  persons  within  its  operation,  tliough  this 
could  never  be  expected.  It  was,  however,  doubt- 
less proper  to  leave  as  little  to  the  discretion  of  a 
court  in  a  penal  law  as  possible.  Under  thia  im- 
pression ha  bad  prepared  an  amendment  for  the 
purpose  of  excepting  the  persons  in  question  from 
the  operation  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  P.  said,  it  might  be  objected  to  an  amend- 
ment of  ibis  kind,  tliat  the  proviso  indicates  thai 
it  was  the  opinion  of  ihe  Leeitlature,  that  without 
it  the  law  would  have  included  the  persons  ex- 
cepted. BdI  be  believed  this  was  not  a  just  con- 
clusion, since  he  had  seen  many  acts  passed,  in 
which  clauses  of  this  kind  had  been  inserted, 
merely  with  a  view  of  removing  individual  donbts. 
It  was  with  this  view  ihat  he  proposed  this  amend- 
ment.   It  was  as  fotloivs : 


thereof,  tor  tht  redrcM  of  uy  injun  in  relation  lo  par- 
son or  propBTty,  which  snEh  individuali  may  hsTe  sus- 
tained from  such  Oovemment,  any  of  ita  agents,  cili- 
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The  moiion  was  put  and  carried,  67  rotes  being 
for  it. 

Mr.  Hahribon  supposed  geQilemen  would  hare 
sufficiently  gained  trieir  purpose  by  having  a.  law 
of  tbis  kiad  enacted,  and  hoped  they  would  there- 
fore suffer  it  lo  go  out  of  our  code  at  the  close  of 
ft  year.  To  effect  this  purpose,  he  moved  &  limit- 
ation clause. 

The  motion  was  oegatived— 49  to  39. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  an  Bmendiaent  in  the  body 
of  the  bill  in  these  words,  ''with  intent  to  usurp 
the  authority  of  the  GoTcrnmeut  of  the  United 
Stales,  by  intermeddling  in  any  dispute,  contro- 
versy, or  negotiation,  between  the  United  Slates 
and  such  foreign  Goremmenl ;  or  with  intent  to 
defeat  oi  counteract  any  measure  or  measures  of 
the  Oorernment  of  the  United  States,"  striking 
out  a  few  other  words  of  surplusage. 

After  some  objection  made  io  this  amendment 
by  Mr.  Qhiswold,  Mr.  H.  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  EoOLESTOH  renewed  the  amendment. 


After  some  debate,  the  question  on  this  latter 
motion  was  put  and  carried— 49  votes  being  for 
it.  The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment as  amended,  and  it  was  negatived — 55  to  41. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Ibaao  Pareeh,  which 
had  been  agreed  to;  when 

Mr.  NicH0i.Aa  called  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
it    The  yeas  were  69,  the  nays  27,  as  follows ; 

Yiii — Greorge  Buryun^  Abiahun  Baldnin,  Dcvid 
Binl,  Bailey  Bartlett,  Thtunai  Blount,  Bidiard  Brent, 
Bobert  Brown,  Stephea  BuUock,  Samuel  J.  Cabell, 
John  Chapman,  Thoioaa  Claibanie,  Williani  Chu-leB 
Cole  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Samuel 
W.  Dana,  Thomas  T.  Davii,  John  Danion.  George 


James  Gilleapie,  Henij  Olen,  WilUun  Gordon,  Andrew 
Ctegg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Gooilloe  Harper,  Carter 
B.  Harrison,  Jonatlum  N.  Havens,  Joeeph  Beister, 
David  Holmes,  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  Waller  Jonu, 
John  Wilkec  Kitlera,  Edward  Livingston,  Matthew 
Locke,  James  Machir,  Nathaniel  Macon,  William  Mat- 
thews, Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony 
New,  Jobo  Nicholas,  Isaac  Parker,  Joelah  PaAer,  Tho- 
mas Pineknsj,  John  Beed,  James  Schuieman,  Samuel 
SawaU,  William  ShepanJ,  Thomas  SianickMin,  Tomp- 
•on  J.  Skinnar,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Samual  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Richard  Dobbs  -Spaight,  Richard  Sprigg, 
Bicbard  Stanford,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson, 
Thomas  Tillinghaat,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  John 
G.  Van  Alen,  Joseph  B.  Varnutn,  Abraham  Vensble, 
and  Bobert  Williams. 

NiTi — John   Allan,  James   A.  Bayard,  Jonathan 


mond,  Thomu  Evans,  Abiel  FoMer,  Dwight  FoMer, 
Jonathan  Freeman,  Chauneey  Qoodrich,  Roger  Gria- 
wold,  William  Ban;  Grove,  William  Hjndman,  James 
B.  Imtay,  Samuel  Lyman,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  R. 
Morris,  Haninn  G.  Olia,  John  Ratledge,  jr.,  Prieg 
,  Peleg  Wsdsworth,  Robert  Wahi,  and  John 


Bpragne, 
WiUiaaift 


Mr'.  Egolehton  again  renewed  the  amendrarm 
which  had  been  origmally  proposed  by  Mr.  Hib- 
PER  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  but  adu 
some  observaiions  against  it  by  Mr.  Gallatin, >s 
(ending  to  place  the  crime  proposed  to  be  pun- 
ished on  more  uncertain  ground  than  it  itands  In 
the  bill  at  present,  Mr.  E.  withdrew  his  molioa. 

Mr.  Habrisoh  renewed  his  limilaiton  clause, 
and  called  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it.  It  wit 
negatived — 56  to  41,  as  follows: 

YsAi — Abraham.  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  TbooM 
Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Robert  Brown,  Samuel  J.  C» 
bell,  Thomas  Claiborne,  WiUiam  Chaiks  Cole  CIb- 
borne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  ClopttKi,  John  DawMn, 
JoMph  Eggleston,  Lucas  Elmeiidorf,  William  Findltr, 
Nathaniel  Freeman,  jun.,  Albert  Gallatin,  Jamei  Gil- 
lespie, Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Cuter  B.  Ha- 
riton,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  Daiid 
Holmes,  Waller  Jones,  Edward  Livingetoa,  Mattbn 
Locke,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Blair  McClenachin,  Jowpli 
McDowell,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Tampaoti  J 
Skinner,  WiUiam  Smith,  Richard  Dobbs  Spaigbl,  Ricii- 
ard  Bpiigg,  Richard  Stanford,  Abram  Trigg.  Sdon 
Tiigg,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Abraham  VeuiUe,  and 
Robert  Williams. 


Chapioan,  Jamea  Cochran,  William  Craik,  SuddcI  W. 
Dana,  Tbomss  T.  Davis,  John  Dennis,  George  Deal, 
William  Edmond,  Thomas  £rans,Abiel  Foster,  Diri^ 
Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Chauocer 
Goodrich,  WilUam  Gordon,  Roger  Gnswold,  Williui 
Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  William  Hind- 
man,  Heiekish  L.  Hoimer,  James  H.  Imliy,  io^ 
Wilikes  Kitlera,  Samuel  Lyman,  James  Mschir,  Wil- 
liam Matthews,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  R.  Manis.Hu- 
risen  O.  Ods,  laaac  Parker,  Josiah  Psikar,  Tliomw 
Pinckney,  John  Keed,  John  Rutledge,  Jan.,  JiiMa 
Sdiureman,  Samnel  Bewail,  William  Shepud,  Tho- 
mas Sinniokson,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Samuel  Smilh,  T*- 
leg  Sprague,  George  Thatcher,  Richard  Tbomss,  HiA 
Thomson,  Thomas  TiUinghasI,  John  E.  Vui  Ala, 
Feteg  Wadsworth,  Robert  Wahi,  and  John  WOliasu. 
Mr.  W.  Claiborne  renewed  the  ameDdneni 
which  bad  been  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Eoolestom, 

fiving  ihe  reason  for  so  doing,  that  it  woulJ,  in 
is  opinion,  make  the  bill  more  explicit  than  it 
now  staods,  and  called  tbe  yeas  and  nays  upon  it- 
They  were  taken,  and  tbe  moiion  was  negauved— 
57  to  39,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Abraham  Baldwm,  DavidBard,  Thai.  Blcmnl, 
Richard  Brent,  Robert  Bronn,  Samuel  J.  Csbell,  That. 
Clsiborae,  Wiilisjn  Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  Mstthw 
Clay,  Jehn  Clopton,  Thomas  T.  Davi^  John  Bttitai, 
Joseph  Eggleilon,  William  Pbdley,  James  GillMpie. 
Andrew  Gre^,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloe  Hw- 

ST,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Joseph  Heister,  Walter  Jmm» 
ilward  Livingston,  Mstlhew  Locke,  Nathaniel  Mia*, 
Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony  Nf*> 
John  Nidiolas,  Tompson  J.  Skmner,  Samuel  Sniilh 
Wilham  Smith,  Richard  Dobbs  Spaight,  Richard  Stu- 
ford,  Aftrsm  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  VsronB, 
Abraham  Veoable,  and  Robert  WUIisms. 

Nais— John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jun.,  Bailey  Btft- 
lett,  Junes  A.  Bayard,  Jonaiban  Brace,  DsviJ  Brooki, 
SU[^n  Bullock,  Chrisl«pher  G.  Champlin,  JobnCbsp- 
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fflH,  Jnn  (Jodnm.  Willkin  Cnik,  SuaL  W.  Dun, 
Mb  Dennii,  Gcorfi  Dent,  Wmiun  Edmoiid,  Lucw 
Klnndoi^  TUa.  Etum.  Abiat  FoMrr,  Dwi^  Foricr, 
iDDitluii  Fraanu.  Albert  G^lidn,  Heoir  Glco, 
Chmncsr  Qmdii^  WUUbm  Oordm,  BogaQnrwM, 
WiUiun  Bn;  Oro>ra,  JoiniIim  N.  Hitbim,  Wyiiam 
HiDdina,  Bnkkh  I»  Honar,  Jubm  H.  Imb;,  John 
WilkH  Khun,  SamDil  Ljtam,  Juon  Madiic,  William 
Millhiw^  Danid  Mocian,  Lmria  R.  Mmiia,  Haniwu 
a.  Otit,  laac  Paikar,  JsMah  Pwkcr,  Tbomaa  Pinok- 
■■-■••-■■       ■       •       ■  Bchnnoan, 


^OD^  8e«Il,  WiUkB  .  . 
HuhniW  Smith,  Ftlag  Spr^oa,  BUacd  Bprigf,  Oao. 
TbtdiK,  Sidnrd  Thorny  Mark  Thomaon,  Tbomaa 
TiUn^ut,  John  E.  Van  Alan,  PbUr  Wadawivth, 
RobM  Wain,  and  John  Williana. 

Mr.  GiLLATin  said,  he  wished  Co  propose 
Mber  amendineDIs  lo  tbis  bill.  I(  appeared  to  him 
dut  ihii  bill  may  not  only  punish,  an  oSeactt,  acts 
not  criminal  in  ihemselres,  but  suffer  those  which 
irc  criminal  to  pas«  unpunished.  This  bill  makes  il 
ctiminal  "  to  enter  into  aov  verbal  or  written  inter- 
coarse  with  any  foreign  OoTecnmeot,  or  aaj  offi- 
cer ot  agent  thereof,  with  intent  to  influence  the 
masure  or  conduct  oP'— of  what  ?  "  That  Gov- 
EnrnFac,"  So  that  it  does  doI  make  it  criminal 
10  influence  the  conduct  of  an  officer  or  agent  of 
socli  foreign  GoTetnmenl.  He  allowed  there  might 
be  cases  in  which  it  would  not  be  criminal  thus  to 
iiduence  [he  officers  or  aseuts  of  a  foreign  Gor- 
ermneDt.  But  it  is  possible,  said  he,  that  iudivi- 
duals.  wiihout  the  permission  or  authority  of  the 
United  Sutes — ihql  individuals  who  may  be  ex- 
cluded by  the  Constitution  from  negetiating  for 
(he  Uaiied  Slates,  may  negotiate,  itot  with  a  for- 
«ign  OoTernmetkt,  but  with  its  officers  or  agenu, 
not  to  change  the  measures  of  their  Gorernmeat, 
bnt  to  iRflaeDce  the  measares  or  eoadnct  of  inch 
offictn  or  agents.  And  would  not  a  conduct  of 
this  kind,  he  asked,  be  highly  criminal  ?  And 
nisbt  it  not  produce  more  aerioDS  effect*  than 
ibeoffeneet  proposed  to  be  punished  by  this  bill? 
He  Ibouzht  It  might,  and  therefore  proposed  to 
inrad  ide  bill,  by  adding  the  words,  "  or  of  any 
dScct  or  agent  thereof." 

The  Teas  and  nays  were  taken  upon  this  ques- 
lion.    They  were,  61  yeas  and  35  nays,  as  follows : 

Tiu^ohn  Allan,  Gsorge  Baer,  jr.,  Abraham  Bald' 
wiI^  Dxid  Bs/d,  Bailoy  Bartlett,  Jamea  A.  Bajard, 
Thngui  BlQiiDt,  Joanthan  Biace,  Richard  Brent,  Darid 
Brmk^  Kabeit  Brown,  Slqihen  BuUock,  Samust  J.  Ca- 
itU,  Jobo  CtMpDun,  Thomaa  Claiborne,  Wm.  Chariea 
Cols  Cfubartu^  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Jamaa 
Ctdnn,  WiUkm  Claik.  Thomaa  T.  Dans,  John  Daw- 
"^  Gao^  Dent,  Joaeph  Eggkaton,  Lucaa  Elmouliir^ 
WiUiim  Findlej.  MM  Foatw,  Jwiathaii  Fraamu), 
Um  Gallatin.  Jama*  OilUqaa,  Haniy  Olni,  Andrew 
Qnig,  Wiliiani  Bany  Oron,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert 
Gf^  B«p«.  Carter  B.  Hamaott,  Janathan  N.  Ha- 
*oii>  iMiph  Heiatw,  David  Hfrinwa,  Walter  Jones, 
Edntd  LiTiBcslon,  Mattlvw  Locke,  Samuel  Lyman, 
Jiom  Maehir.  Nathaniel  lUton,  WiUiam  Matthew*, 
Bliir  McCknachan.  Josaph  McDowell,  Anthony  Nnr, 
Mm  Niebc^  Jaaali  Parker,  Tompaon  J.  Skinaw, 
Timn  Snnth,  Bkhard  Debbs  Bpaif  ht,  Bvdittd  Sprin, 
Bcbetd  StHif^id,  Thmaa  TiULa^wl,  Abram  Tri» 
li^Trigft  Joai^  B.  Tannin,«BdRatelWiUiaM. 


Niia— ChriMopber  O.  Champlin,  Sanoel  W.  Dana. 
JohnDomia,  Wilham Edmond,  TbomasETaiu^  Dwi^rt 
Foster,  Chauncey  Ooodriijk,  William  Gardoo,  Rogll 
Qriawold,  WilliamHindman,  HenkiahL.  Hoamar,  Jaa. 
B.  Imta;,  iaka  Wilkaa  KillaiB,  Uanid  Morgan,  Lewi* 
B.  Momi,  Kaniaoa  O.,  Otia,  Isaac  Pa^ac,  ThoiiM* 
nndney,  John  Kaed,  John  Butladge,  jr. ,  Janwa  Sdutr*- 
man,  Samnel  Sewall,  WiUiam  ahafMid,  TbonaaSiniui^ 
■m,  Natbanwl  Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  Peleg  8pn(«i^ 
George  IliatGbv,  Kiehard  Thom^  MaA  ThooMt, 
John  E.  Van  Alan,  Pdeg  W«iawDilb,  Hoticrt  Wain, 
and  ji^  W-iUiun*. 

Mr.GAt.i,*T))(ssid,lie  would  attempt  once  more 
to  define  this  bill,  by  proposinf  an  amendment 
which  met  his  ideas,  and  if  it  were  adopted  he 
would  rote  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
It  was  hti  object  to  distinguiin  between  acts  of  a 
criminal  nature  and  those  which  are  perfecllr  in- 
nocent ;  OS  he  did  not  think  a  man  who  should  be 
the  means  of  the  raisine  of  an  embargo  by  a  for- 
eign Gorernment  sboulu  be  punished  equally  with 
a  man  who  should  procure  an  embargo  to  be  laid ; 
or  a  man  who  procured  the  restoration  of  millions 
of  property,  with  a  man  who  should  catise  that 

Eroperiy  to  he  condemned;  or  a  man  who  should 
e  the  means  of  procuring  peace  to  his  cKiuntry, 
with  him  who  should  be  the  means  of  involving 
us  in  war.  He  therefore  proposed  lo  insert  th« 
following  words :  "  in  a  manner  datrimeatal  to  the 
United  States." 

This  amendment  was  warmly  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Hahfir,  PiifoxnGT,  SPHAauE,  and  Batanv;  and 
lupported  by  the  mover  and  Mr  Nicholas. 

The  amendment  was  negatived — M  to  10 — aikl 
then  the  lull  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 


Tbdbbdat,  January  17. 
NAVAL  EBTABLI8HMEWT. 

Mr.  J.  FutKBK,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wu. 
referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Speech  «•  re- 
lated to  the  Naval  Establishment,  mada,  in  part, 
the  following  report: 

That  an  act  paiead  tha  first  of  Jnly,  one  thosaand 
asvan  hnndred  B»d  nin^^areD,  aatberi^K  t^  I^eii- 
dent  of  the  United  Stalee  to  caoee-  the  frigate*  Unilad 
Watea  and  C«Dalimtian,  of  ibilT-lbar  guns  each,  with 
tha  Conatettatioa  of  lUitT-aix,  to  be  manned  and  em- 
ployed ;  for  the  aecompliahmant  of  which,  tba  twetiP^ 
aaveath  of  Mush  Mtowlag,  a  law  jaased,  ^yopiialiiig 
a  sum  not  euesding  one  hundred  and  fifteen  thonaaad 
eigfat  hnndntd  and  thirty-thrae  dollars,  to  oomplale  and 
aqaip  those  ahipafbr  sea;  alao  two bnodred  and mitaan 
tbousand,  mx  handmd  and  aeven^^iine  doUan  Im  Am 
pay  aitd  anbaislanee  irfthe  officers  and  crews  fcr  obm 
yeai—u^  diovaaiid  doUan  br  wear  and  teat,  and  to* 
Ihopsand  two  hundred  dollars  to  pay  aalaiiea  of  pwaow 
having  c«i«  of  the  navy  yards  at  NorMk,  New  Yoiki 
and  PortoBoath. 

On  the  twenqr.aevea&  of  April,  one  thooaand  eevea 
hiiBdrad  and  ninety  ei^rt,  an  act  paaaaJ,  entitled  "  Aa 
act  to  provide  an  addtlional  anaament  far  tba  Anther 
pralaction  of  the  trade  ctf  tha  United  Statai,  and  fba 
otbe* porpseM,"  anthoiinngtliaPrandentoftbe  United 
8nlM  to  aanse  to  ba  bnilt,  porthaad,  or  hired,  a  nqm- 
bwrof  vimlii 
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than  twenty  two  gum  ebch,  to  be  Brmed,  Stl«d  out,  and 
muinediDDder  hie  diiecCion.  To  out;  this  lavr  into  effect, 
theiumorninehandreduidfift;  thouundilollan  were 
■ppiopriBteiL 

On  the  4th  of  Ma;,  17S8,  an  act  paaaed,  authoriang 
tlie  Preeideot  of  the  United  Suiea  to  caiue  to  be  built 
or  pnrehued  a  number  of  amall  veiseli,  to  be  equipped 
ai  galleje,  or  otherwiae,  to  be  atatioDed  in  sudi  pvta  of 
the  United  State*  a«  be  maj  direct  To  cair;  thia  into 
efiect.  eight;  thounnd  doliitr*  were  appropriated. 

On  the  38ik  of  M*;,  "An  act,  more  eOectuaUyla 
protect  the  commerce  and  coaata  of  the  United  Statea" 
puiad,  which  authaiBsd  the  Preddent  of  the  United 
'  State!  to  inatroct  and  direct  the  commoodera  of  the 
aimed  veaaeta  of  the  United  States  to  aeiie,  take,  and 
bring  into  an;  port  of  the  United  Statea,  to  be  proceeded 
Bgainal  according  to  the  laws  of  natioua,  an;  armed  vei- 
■el  of  the  Republic  of  Frande,  ailing  under  authority  or 
jnelence  of  authorit;,  which  shall  have  committed,  or 
which  shall  be  found  horeriug  on  the  coasts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  lor  the  purpose  of  committing,  depredations 
on  the  vesaela  belooging  to  the  citizens  thereof;  and 
also  to  retake  an;  ship  or  *e«el  of  an;  citizen  or  citizens 
of  the  United  States  which  msy  have  been  captured  by 
auch  armed  veasel. 

On  the  32d  of  June,  an  act  passed,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  providing  a  naial 
Bimament,'  and  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  autboriie 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  pur- 
chased or  built  a  number  of  small  vessels,  to  be  equip- 
?>d  as  gBlte;E,  or  otherwise."  The  act  authorizes  the 
resident  to  increaae  the  strength  of  the  revenue  cutters 
to  sevent;  marines  and  seamen,  and  authoriaes  the  Pre- 
sident to  emplov  them,  as  welt  as  the  amall 
equipped  as  gaUeys  or  otherwise. 

On  the  80th  of  June,  was  psased  "An  act  aupple- 
mentaiy  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  jprovide  an  ad- 
ditional armament  Ibi  the  further  protecUon  of  the  trade 
of  the  United  Statea ;  and  for  olhsr  purposes."  This 
act  authorizes  the  President  of  the  United  Statea  to  ac- 
cn)t  vessels  ofleied  Mi  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
where  be  ma;  cause  evidence  of  the  debt  or  the  obliga- 
tion to  be  given  therefor,  limited  to  twelve  vessels ;  the 
interest  to  be  paid,  not  to  exceed  six  per  cenL  llus  act 
«1m>  itipulalea  the  size  of  the  vessels  to  be  received,  as 
well  as  the  size  of  those  authorbed  by  the  act  of  the  37th 
of  April,  vii :  six,  not  exceeding  IS  guns  each ;  twelve, 
not  leas  than  20,  oat  exceeding  24 ;  and  aix,  not  less  than 
S3  guns  each.  The  third  section  of  this  act  authoiiies 
the  President  to  accept  of  aimed  vessels  from  any  Stale, 
bod;  politic  or  eoiponle,  ciliieQ  or  dtixens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

An  ad  passed  July  16th  last,  making  a  further  appro- 
priation (or  the  additional  nav^  anaainenl,  providea  for 
the  building  of  three  ships  of  not  len  than  33  gum  each, 
and  appropriates  600,000  dollars  fbr  that  purpose,  and 
snthonzes  the  President  of  the  United  States  Co  employ 
timber  and  other  materials  fbr  ships  now  on  hand,  to  *" 
used  £»  this  pnipose,  or  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as 
be  ma;  direct- 
In  conformity  to  thoae  several  acts,  the  ship  Delaware, 
of  twenty  nns.  sailed  on  a  cruise,  and  took  Le  Croyable, 


of  twenty  gana,  sailed  on  a  cruise,  and  took  Le  Croys 
French  privateer,  of  14  guns,  and  seventy  men,  wil 
soundings,  on  our  coast ;  which  privateer  had  taken  ves- 
sels on  tlie  coast.  A  fbw  da;s  after,  the  ship  Ganges 
sailed  on  a  cruise  :  this  ship  mounted  twentj-fonr  guiks. 
In  June,  the  Constellatian,  of  thirW-six  guns,  ssiled  on  a 
cruise;  and  in  Jul;, ths  Constitution  and  United  Sutes, 
of  44  gtma  CMb ;  and  shonly  after,  sereral  other  veaeeb 


'.    For  a  paiticular  account  of  tha  existing  ione, 
11  as  the  additional  vessels  preparing,  the  commit. 
:1iibit  herewith  a  report  of  Uie  Seoetaly  of  the 
Nav;,  of  the  S6th  ultimo. 

Committee  beg  leave  to  report,  further,  tlui 
IB  time  of  the  sailing  of  our  ships  of  war,  and 
before  the  merchant  ships  were  permitted  to  uiii  in 
their  defence,  our  trade  was  m  such  jeopard;  at  ses  ud 
the  coast,  from  French  privateers,  likat  but  feif  nt- 
I  escHpad  them ;  that  ruin  atared  in  the  &ce  all  cep- 
cemed  in  shipping,  and  that  it  was  difficult  to  get  pro- 
perty insured;  that  insurance  st«od  at  the  Ibllawiiig 
rates  in  Philadelphia,  at  thai  time  : 

33j  per  cent— Home  fi\ 
«i 


Sweden      . 

SO 

Denmark  and  Hanae 

Towns    - 

174       " 

Holland    -        - 

30 

Great  Britain    - 

171        ■' 

Spain       -        - 

171       " 

Fia-ice     - 

Portugal  -        - 

16 

80         " 

Italy         -        - 

871       " 

Chma  and  the  East 

Indie.    -         - 

30 

W(st  Indies       - 

171        " 

Aftica       -        - 

20         " 

That  at  this  time  insun 

ince  can  be  had  at  tb< 

lowbg  rates,  in  the  nme  offices : 

To  Russia      -        -      out  131  per  oent— Hrane 

Sweden    . 

ISl          " 

Denmark  and  Hanse 

Towns-        - 

10          "                 " 

Holltod-  -         - 

15 

Great  Britain     - 

10 

Spain        -        - 

,Si       .,               "     1 

F.BQce      - 

Poriugsl  -        - 

10         " 

Morocco    -        - 

m    " 

Italy         -        - 

171        " 

China  and  the  East 

Indies    - 

10         *• 

Wsst  Indies      - 

184        " 

Africa       - 

'?*.  "     /' 

lij 

_.,  US 

From  hence  it  will  appear,  independent  of  our  S^ 
er  security  at  home,  a*  well  aa  &om  insult  sod  robbe- 
ries abroad,  that  the  savingon  our  shipping,  expert'*^ 
imports,  for  the  last  year,  has  been  more  ihin  couU 
have  been  expected  in  so  short  a  period.  But,  pleasing 
as  this  is  to  the  committee,  the;  have  good  ressoM  t» 
believe  that  the  saving  nill  be  greater  as  our  nsn' 
force  increases,  behoving  that  insurance  will  be  '^ 
than  it  now  is.  The  committee  would  exhibit  M""^ 
statement  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  the  last  T<"' 'I 
they  had  it  in  their  power,  aa  well  aa  the  quMtrtT  W 
tonnage  employed  by  the  United  States,  but  on  acccwii 
of  the  dretdfiU  malady  that  afflicted  this  d1j,u^«^" 
other  important  towns  of  the  United  States,  ths  relDW 
cannot  be  obtained ;  nor  can  the  committee  exactlr  ^l" 
mate  the  value  of  the  imporU  of  ths  Isst  yesi,  ss  im 
value  is  not  annexed  to  several  articles  which  W  °^' 
the  duty  being  estimated  by  the  pound  on  coflee,  *«- 
and  rum,  &c.,  by  the  gallon ;  but  the  imports  m  jw 
United  States,  from  the  lit  of  October,  179T,  W  S™ 
September,  1708,  may  be  safely  estimated  «t  fitly  i^ 
lions  of  dollars ;  the  committee  believe,  more,  s»  l^ 
profits  on  export*  have  been  c<msidaraUe,  and  moneji 
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Afiio 

?loithw«M  CoMt  (^  Ansrie* 


t3,460 
896,310 
3,GS9,8S4 
e,S46,4M 
S,5ee,T48 
9,&803M 

ii,eu,oi)i 


463^10 
1,508,014 
130,838 
a07,077 
lfi,607 


51,294,710 


The  mercbuit  (bipplng  of  lh«  United  SUtM,  built 
mi  anflojei  in  that  pawd,  wera  m  fbllom : 

Tons. 

Id  foieigncoinniBrcc  ...       IS7fi,MS 

Coating  Ind*  ■  .  -  -       S00,3TS 

PkhniM  ....        88,930 

914.3SB 

Boiiiu  3,114  tutu  of  ■hippiiig  built  ia  fonign  eoun 
trie*,  uiil  owned  in  tha  UoiUd  States — ■making  the 
wbole  ttotalof  017,M3  tons — the  value  of  which  ma; 


Sbippuig  owned  in  the  Unitad  State*,  emplojed  i 
breign  conuuerce,  6Ta,lS0  torn,  at  fortj  dolUn  pi 
ton      .  .  -  .  $i7,l38,U 

C«Men  and  Fidtcnnen,  839,S»0,  at  930 
perlon  ....        7,178,760 

Total  ...      84,306,1 


Til  aaunittae  beg  leave  to  stale,  ae  tbeic  opioion, 
IMI  the  meutiTe*  taken  tat  the  pnitectiou  of  the  com 
WiR  of  the  United  Stales,  and  aDbaeqaeDt  thweto, 
Itt'e  uied  to  the^nited  Btatei  coniiderablj  more  than 
■H  tht  eipenaea  inclined  b;  the  If  aval  Eitabltahment ; 
■■^  in  ud  of  their  opinion,  beg  leave  to  eibibit  the  fbl- 

uipntiuid  import*  iaio  Ae  United  Btatea  617  one  year, 
"■BmoiciDg  from  the  time  of  the  nihng  of  our  Te>- 
Mb  of  war,  and  •ntharinng  merehant  ehipa  to  arm, 
»I,W)0Wat74pereent.i«      .  -  »7,6O0,0O0 

V line  of  fcMde  employed  in  foreign  trade, 
9!T,]H,4O0,  at  7)  per  cent,  ii  -     3,006,730 

CoMtenandGidMrmeD,  97,178,760,  atone 
pet  c«nL  -  -  *         .  .         -    71,787  60 


Total 


9,678,617  SO 

whith  mar  bo  rewoiuAl;  calculated  on,  ae,  notwith- 
•tuding  (he  rata  of  iMOtancehaa  fallen  ao  much,  the 
ttoct  of  die  insaranca  cminanj  of  thii  eit;  ia  higher 
™n  »t  mj  other  period,  which  evident];  afaowa  that  it 
i»j  be  MUl  lowered — the  natural  conaequence  muit  be, 
net  freight  will  &U  aa  wril  ai  inrarance ;  foreign  pi«- 
rationi  will  Aare  thenme  (ate,  while  the  prodnctMm* 
"  oor  coontij,  and  fiahiiaa,  will  raise  in  tM  eame  pro- 


portiOD — as  the  merchants  of  this  conntry  will  be  ena- 
bled to  do  more  on  a  lose  capital,  and  with  mote  car- 

The  exact  expense  that  has  attended  the  whole  of 
theNaval  Equipment  cannot  be  ascertained  on  account 
ot  the  lata  fever,  added  to  the  Secretary  of  the  flavy'a 
not  h«ving  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  office  ontil  June 
bat,  and  the  Accountant  of  the  Navy,  not  before  Sep- 
tember; but  the  annnal  ezpenee  attending  the  present 
Naval  EstabBehment,  including  eight  revenue  enttera, 
is  sstimated  at  two  millions  four  hundred  and  thir^- 
four  tboDsand  two  hundred  and  aiity-one  doUan 
and  ten  cents,  aa  will  appear  I7  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  this  lepsrt ;  and  Iht  com- 
mittae  presums  that  the  sums  there  stated  will  be  fiiUy 
adequate  te  answer  the  pnipoees  for  which  ibey  are  in- 
tended ;  from  that  sum  may  be  taken  the  eatimate  ot 
the  annual  exjpeuee  of  the  Retaliation  galley,  taken  b 
the  West  Indies  by  two  French  fiigatas,  twen^-foiu 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thtr^-eeven  dollars  and 
flify-fiveeenta,  leaving  the  annual  expense  of  the  prea- 
ent  armament,  two  million*  four  hundred  and  nine 
thousand  four  hundred  and  twonQ'-three  doUsra. 

Your  commjtlee  beg  Is&ve  M  leport  as  their  opinion 
that,  for  the  safe-keeping  and  careening  the  ships  of 
war  of  the  United  Stalea,  a  dock  or  docks  should 
be  established  in  one  or  more  pUce*  in  the  United 
Statca ;  that  it  would  be  advisahla  to  lay  in  annually  a 
stock  c^  timber  for  the  building  and  repairing  of  shipa 
of  war,  and  that  a  sum  of  mone/onghiube  apinofai- 
ated  lor  that  purpose ;  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  suthoriied  to  have  put  on  board  such  of  the 
vessels  of  war  a*  ho  may  think  oroper,  an  additional 
number  of  gun*,  than  for  which  the  ship  or  vessel  may 
be  rsted,  and  that  an  additionsl  sum  ought  to  be  appro- 
priated therefor ;  that  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates 
ought  to  be  augmented.  They,  therefore,  submit  the 
following  resolution* : 

Raohtd,  That  docks   be  established  in   the 

United  Slate*,  and  that  a  sum  not  exceeding did- 

Ian  be  appiopnaled  tfaerefbi. 

Bttohed,  That doUai*  be  appropriated  for  the 

annual  purchase  of  timber  to  be  used  or  prsservad  for 
building  ships  or  vessels  of  wsr  of  the  United  States. 
Raohed,  That  the  Navy  shoold  be  augnMnled  with 
—  ships,  to  carty  not  les  than  saven^^wr  funa, 

id sloops-of-war  of  not  more  than  eighteen  guns, 

id  that  a  sum  not  aicesding doUsrs  be  ^>pro- 

piiated  therefor. 

Baolaed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stalea  be 
authoriied  by  law  to  angment  the  number  of  guns  on 
board  any  ship  now  in  service,  or  building,  sbove  the 

number  such  shm  may  be  rated,  and  that doUaM 

be  appropriatsd  for  that  purpose. 

Raohtd,  That  the  President  of  ths  United  States 
should  be  suthorized  to  take  on  the  Naval  Establiah- 
msnt  such  of  the  revenue  cutters  now  in  service,  as  may 
his  o^nioD,  fit  for  service  sbroad. 
le  report  was  committed  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

USURPATION  OF  EXECUTIVE  AUTHORITY. 

The  bill  for  pumshing  certala  crimes  therein 
mentioned  having  been  read  the  third  time,  and 
the  question  being  "Shall  this  billpass7" 

Mr.  LivinosTON  rose.— Not  haring  had  the  ad- 
vantage  of  beinz  instructed  bjr  the  discussion  of 
the  resolve  which  produced  the  present  bill,  I  en. 
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deavofed  to  corapensaie  for  that  misfortuoe  b^ 
the  most  UDremiited  alleDtioD  to  (he  ar^meats 
since  ils  recommiimeiit.  As  thoae  arguments 
chiefly  turned  on  the  general  principles  of  the  act. 
I  had  hoped  to  faare  discovered  in  them  a«  well 
the  necessity  for  the  measate  as  the  propriety 
of  the  particular  remedy  proposed.  In  both  these 
expectations,  sir,  I  have  been  diMppointed.  No 
necessity  has  been  shown  for  the  meaiiiTe.  No 
arf  oments  hare  evinced  the  fitness  of  these  pro-, 
visions  to  arrest  the  evil,  if  it  should  exist.  1  have 
shrays  believed,  sir,  that  laws,  more  especially 
those  of  a  penal  natnre,  should  not  be  passed 
without  an  Bckaotvledced  necessity.  Every  law 
n  natural  liberty,  and  every  useless 
is  a  wanton  exercise  of  power,  which  a 
wise  Legislature  will  not.  and  a  limited  one  can- 
not, indmge.  Laws  of  this  description  ought  also 
to  be  uoequivocat  in  (heir  language ;  they  should 
operate  equally ;  their  penalties  should  bear  a  due 
proportion  to  the  ofience,  and  they  should  he- ade- 
quate CO  the  end  proposal.  These  principles  are 
so  geikeraUy  admitted  as  the  basis  of  all  penal 
leiislaiioD,  that  any  attempt  to  establish  their 
validity  might  seem  presumptious,  or,  at  least, 

Let  us,  then,  examine  how  far  the  present  mea- 
rare  will  bear  the  test  of  these  rules ;  and  ask.  first, 
what  is  (be  evil  co^nplained  of?  Where  is  the 
necessity  for  the  proposed  restraint?  Two  an- 
swers have  been  attempted  to  this  preliminary 
and  most  important  question — Che  one  drawn  from 
a  supposed  state  of  the  politics  of  Europe,  the  other 
from  a  particular  occurrence  which  had  lately 
happenedj  as  relating  to  the  United  States.  We 
are  told,  firstj  that  the  scace  of  the  world,  at  this 
eventful  period,  calls  for  unusual  and  energetic 
measures  to  repel  efforts  that  are  now  first  made 
to  seftarale  the  people  from  their  Qovernment^  to 
destroy  social  order,  and  overturn  Che  constitu- 
tional establishments  of  mankind.  I  cannot,  sir, 
see  the  connexion  between  these  feats  and  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  under  consideration,  nor  how 
we  shall  prevent  those  evils  by  forbidding  an  indi- 
vidual to  aid  his  Government  in  promoting  the 
succesBof  their  negotiations.  Butiuinquirinf^into 
a  necessity  which,  it  is  said,  arises  from  a  general 
slate  of  things,  affecting  all  nations,  hut  more  par- 
ttcolarly  those  who  are  nearest  to  the  source  of 
this  evil,  let  us  asL  whether  any  of  them  have 
thought  a  measure  like  the  present  essential  to 
their  safetjr  7  The  posture  ofafiairs  in  Europe  is 
said  imperiously  to  evince  the  necessity  of  adopt- 
ing the  plan  vnich  gentlemen  have  proposed  to 
us.  If  these  'hings  are  so,  how  does  it  happen 
that  no  nation  of  Europe  has  yet  discovered  the 
necessity  for  a  law  like  this?  Are  they  less  ex- 
posed to  danger  from  this  source?  Qentlemen,  on 
the  contrary,  tell  us  they  are  more  so  from  their 
local  position.  Are  they  then  inattentive  to  their 
safety?  Surely  they  must  be  blind  not  to  see  the 
danger  if  it  is  so  urgent  as  is  described.  How  is 
it  then,  that  under  these  circumstances,  all  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth  have  not  fortified  themselves ly 
penalties,  on  this  weak,  unguarded  side?  Why  is 
It  that  not  a  siagte  instance  can  be  pfoduced  of 


one  people  who  have  deemed  this  a  necessary  ad- 
dition to  their  code?  and  that  even  in  countries 
where  the  act  might  be  deemed  a  breach  of  prerog* 
ative,  it  is  never  punished  or  considered  as  a  crime, 
except  when  the  interference  is  to  counteract  the 
views  of  Government.  And  permit  me  here  to  de- 
clare^  if  that  were  the  only  object  of  the  present 
bill,  It  should  not  meet  with  my  opposition.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  indeed,  endeav- 
ors to  account  for  this  tacit  evidence  against  his 
positions,  by  saying  that  the  case  is  new ;  that  do- 
mestic treachery,  and  excicemenCs  to  insurrection, 
were  never  before  resorted  to  as  the  means  of  war- 
fate,  and  that,  therefore,  we  have  no  instauces  to 
guide  us  in  the  history  of  foreign  jorisprudes 
Again,  s'    '  '  ' 


ishable  after  its  passage,  are  such  as  before  were 
innocent,  at  least,  if  not  praiseworthy.  But  if  the 
bill  did  apply  to  domestic  treason  and  insurrection, 
how  can  the  gentleman  support  the  assertion  that 
these  are  novelties  in.  war  7  Does  not  the  gentle- 
man's ancient  erudition,  as  well  as  his  modem 
reading,  teach  him  the' reverse  ?  In  what  war  have 
not  these  secret  machinations  been  resorted  to,  as 
well  as  open  force  1  If  then,  no  nation,  though  all 
more  exposed  to  danger  from  this  source  than  we 
ate,  has  guarded  itself  by  a  similar  provision,  the- 
deduction  is  a  fair  one,  tnat  no  nation  has  either 
apprehended  danger  or  experienced  evil  for  the 
want  of  this  addition  to  their  code,  and  that,  of 
course,  the  argument  drawn  from  the  geueral  state 
of  Europe  not  only  gives  no  support  to  the  bill, 
but  as  far  as  example  goes,  shows  us  that  it  is  use- 
less or  mischievous.  But  though  unnecessary  in  - 
other  countries,  it  is  said  to  be  demanded  here  by 
ircumstances  peculiar  to  ourselves  ;  that  a  trans- 
action has  lately  happened  which  evinces  the  dan- 
ger of  individual  interference  in  national  con- 
cerns, aad  loudly  calls  for  the  sanction  of  a  pen- 
alty to  prevent  it  in  future.  In  adverting  to  thu 
particular  instance,  I  am  ready  to  admit  the  auda- 
city of  that  interference  whicti,  without  theaid  oT 
a  commission  or  instructions  procured  the  release 
of  a  number  of  valuable  ships,  an*d  the  enormity 
of  the  crime  which  effected  the  discharge  of  many 
valuable  citizens  from  a  foreign  prison ;  but  while 
I  admit  the  great  injury  we  have  received  by  such 
unauthorized  and  wicsed  acts,  let  me  caution  the 
House  against  being  led  away  by  the  indignation 
such  conduct  must  naturally  inspire.  I  have  al- 
ways been  taught  to  believe  that  laws  passed  to 
meet  particular  cases,  and  uuder  the  inmience  of 
passions  which  are  excited  by  the  animosities  of 
party,  are  generally  bad  laws  )■  that  they  are,  for 
'le  most  part,  cruel  and  oppressive,  and  are  com- 
Lonly  repealed  as  soon  as  passion  subsides  and 
legislation  resumes  its  calmness  and  dignity. 

lou  are,  indeed  told^  sir,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
foresee  every  evil,  or  imagine  every  crime;  that, 
therefore,  in  many  instances,  it  is  impossible  to 
legislate  until  the  evil  occurs,  and  that  then  it  is 
a  duty  to  apply  the  remedy.  This  reasoning  ia 
perfectly  just,  when  appli^  to  improper  acta, 
_.i.:_i. 1_...  _!:_■.__.  iajunoiis  ir  •>-"- 
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dlecl&  (nil  which,  UdIch  preveated,  mighl  rre- 
qoenilTaguDoecDr;  but  ii  aarelv  csiddoi  ippty. 
t>  JD  the  preioit  ease,  to  a  lolitary  initaiice, 
which  had  operated  beneficially,  but  which  was 
ROI  likely  to  be  lepeaied.  The  laws,  lir,  which 
diSbrenl  utioDS  hari^  pasted,  when  heated  by  the 
fuiion  of  the  ntaraeni,  to  operate  an  particular 
CMei,  woold  make  as  smile  at  their  nognUirity 
ud  iblly,  if  we  were  not  forced  to  weep  over 


of  a  aatioo  with  which 
will  Gonfioe  myself  lo  a  short  period,  dDring 
(he  reign  of.  Henry  VIII.,  a  period  when  acU  of 
this  kind  were  more  preraleot  than  at  any  other 
time,  when  every  new-faosled  doctrine  in  reli- 

rL  erery  caprice  of  the  Monarch,  became  the 
nidation  of  a  law,  and  when  the  ParLament  did 
Bot  bluth  at  the  title  or  provitions  of  an  act  "  to 
pttvent  the  diversity  of  o|Huions."  How  fsr,  sir, 
we  have  iraTelled  in  this  road,  how  far  we  hare 
ittempted  already  to  fetter,  if  not  the  indulgence, 
ttleut  the  expression  of  opinion,  those  who  hear 
BW  will  judge.  That  we  may  proceed  no  further 
in  this  path,  let  as  examine  some  of  the  law*  made 
on  the  ipiir,  as  it  is  called,  of  the  occasion,  and 
veihalffiada  ridicule  attached  to  them  which 
sarelv  wjU  not  invite  oor  imiiatioo.  lo  the  perii<d 
to  which  I  bare  referred^  a  cook  belonging  to  the 
Biihop  of  Rochester,  raized  some  poison  in  one 
oC  his  dishes,  or,  perhaps,  dressed  it  so  ill,  that  the 
Bishop  and  some  of  his  guests  died  of  an  indiges- 
lioD.  The  Pftrliament,  feelingly  alive  to  every 
ibuK.  realous  to  punish  every  crime,  began  imme- 
diacely  to  legislate,  and  as  treason  was  then  as 
Utionable  a  terni  as  sedition  is  here,  (hey,  wiib 
gRsi  [nprieiy,  attainted  the  cook  of  high  treason. 
ud,  to  preserve  some  kind  of  relation  between  the 
PUDishmmt  aiut  the  offence,  they  ordered  him  to 
be  bailed  in  his  own  pot.  Bui  this  was  not  all. 
It  wts  not  enough  to  punish  one  offender.  This 
vould  bare  been  doing  things  by  balvea.  They 
atended  the  peoalties  of  high  treason  to  every 
fninre  odence ;  and,  as  if  none  but  one  of  the  lame 
profession  could  be  gnilty  of  the  crime,  decreed 
dat  the  nme  cnliBM'y  ptmishment  should  forever 
ke  iuBieted. 

Whenever  a  doubt  sroae  in  the  mind  of  the 
Hontreh  reladre  to  his  eonfetdoD  of  failb,  or  the 
fidelitr  of  his  mistress,  whenever  the  good  of  the 
Kin^m  absolutely  required  thai  he  should  change 
his  religion,  or  cut  off  the  bead  of  his  Queen ; 
whenever  any  of  these  cases  occurred,  the  Parlia- 
Mat,  ever  ready  in  their  zeal  to  provide  for  the 
imptviant  object  of  the  moment,  endeavoring  to 
wp  pace  with  the  incomprehenjible  changes  of 
hi)  luih,  very  ptoutfy  directed  all  diose  to  be  coa- 
demued  as  heretics,  who  dared  to  doubt  when  the 
King  was  coovioced ;  and,  iu  the  same  style  of 
l^isntloD,  bnt  with  a  little  variety  of  manner. 
dered  ihem  to  be  nicely  roasted.  If  the  mod 
iiD[nvements  bad  then  exbted,  I  have  no  donbt 
piher  statutes  would  have  given  tis  other  varieties 
IB  the  art  of  cooking  for  crimes. 

Dugostiiig,  sir,  and  ridiculous  as  these  legisln- 

livt  provisions  arc,  they  natvisUy  grow  oat  al  the 

«ih  CtjH.     -- 


rage  for  passing  laws  on  particular  occasions;  and 
though  we  may  avoid  the  savage  penatiies  I  have 

J  noted,  there  is  no  saying  how  Tar  we  may  extend 
le  penalties  of  sedition,  or  where  our  definitioa 
of  misdemeanors  will  end.  I  thank  Qod  that  a 
Conslitutiooal  barrier,  I  hope  too  strons  to  be 
broken,  is  placed  between  our  powers  and  toe  defi- 
nition of  treason  ;  that  we  cannot  make  use  of  it 
as  an  engine  to  employ  in  the  prevalent  system  of 
terror.  It  is  not  true  then,  sir,  that  any  genera) 
considerations  reqtiire  this  taw;  and,  if  a  parties^ 
lar  instance  has  occurred,  I  think  il  has  beev 
shown  to  be  improper  and  even  ridiculous  to  make 
it  the  subject  of  legislation. 

If,  however,  sir,  I  had  considered  this  measnr* 
as  unnecessary  only,  I  do  not  know  that  I  shouM 
have  troubled  the  House  with  any  observstiona  oB 
the  subject.    I  should  have  said  to  myself,  "  ih« 

Clemen  who  propose  this  measure  have  long 
the  exclusive  supporters  of  Oovernmeat ;  w% 
have  the  best  authority  for  believing  it,  they  tell 
as  so  themielves ;  they  alone  know  the  diieasea 
of  the  State ;  they  alone  can  apply  the  reme- 
dy ;  and,  though  its  utility  is  not  apparent  to  my 
tuenltghlened  mind,  yet,  in  due  lime  the  wrsdom 
of  their  measures  will  unfold  itself  I  would  have 
said,  "  the  gentlenun  from  Soulb  Carolina  haa 
dreamed  of  more  plots;  he  has  in  his  hand  (be 
threads  of  a  new  conspiracy;  his  friend  from  Iilaa- 
sachusetts  has  received  another  memorial  from 
Paris;  let  us  wiil  patiently;  they  have  so  well 
satisfied  us  on  the  score  of  tneir  former  appreheo- 
sion$,thai  we  ought  to  pat  implicit  confidence  in 
their  asserliomt  now."  This  reasoning,  sir,  wonid 
have  suppressed  my  opposition  if  I  had  viewed  in 
thi^  bill  only  a  useless  measure,  but  it  is  worse,  it 
is  a  pernicious  one  ;  it  is  defective  in  that  greu 
and  leading  characteristic  of  all  good  laws,  inpr»* 
cision.  A  penal  law  ought  to  be  so  clear  to  the 
meanest  capacity,  that  no  donbt  should  exist  of  its 
construction,  thai  he  who  runs  may  read  it;  and 
that  when  about  to  act  we  may  know  at  once  by 
recurring  to  plain,  evident  expressions  whethei 
we  shall  incur  a  penally.  Can  gentlemen  leenr 
to  this  law  and  seriously  declare  that  they  have  a 
clear  idea  of  the  precise  act*  upon  which  it  is  ic- 
signed  to  operate?  If  their  enlightened  minds 
comprehend  il,  can  they  say  that  il  will  not  prove 
a  snare  lo  entrap  the  illiterate  and  uowsryT  Or, 
must  B  man  who  has  never  learned  to  poise  hi* 
words,  10  weigh  out  his  sentences  in  a  lecbnieat 
balance,  mutt  he  always  have  a  lawyer  at  hia 
elbow  to  guide,  not  only  his  actions,  hot  his  moot 
nngoarded  words,  without  advening  to  the  no- 
merous  class  of  words  and  actions  which  I  might 
suppose  to  come  wilbin,  or  on  a  different  consima- 
lioD  to  be  left  without  the  provisions  of  this  aetl 
Let  me  only  refer  to  tke  various  opinions  we  have 
heard  as  to  its  operation  on  this  fioor.  Many  of 
these,  legal  opia.ons  of  the  highest  respectability : 
Scarcely  two  of  them  have  agreed ;  and  yet^  it  ia 
contended,  the  law  is  sufficiently  precise.  We,ili 
fiamers,  after  a  week's  deliberation,  with  all  ih« 
advantages  our  situation  affords,  cannot  determina 
the  meaning  of  a  law,  whieh,  we  yet  insist,  that 
the  people  shall  understand  and  obey;  this,  too,  a 
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Uw  highly  penal,  and.  next  la  treasoD  aod  felony' 
the  most  so  in  our  code. 

Not  only  uocertaio,  the  law  is  also  uneqaal  in 
its  operation ;  it  reduces  actions,  highly  criminal 
in  themselves  a.ad  mischievous  in  their  effects,  to 
a  level  with  others,  which,  if  dangerous,  are  only 
(o  by  a  very  remote  tendency,  and  whose  crimi- 
nality is  only  created  by  the  bill.  This  objection 
has  been  ably  slated,  and  how,  sir,  was  it  answer- 
ed ?  By  a  reference  to  the  power  vested  in  the 
lad^e,  of  fining  and  imprisoning,  within  the  dis- 
eretionary  limits  left  by  the  law.  It  is  true,  sir, 
there  is  that  discieiioa  left,  and  it  is  thai  of  which 
I  complain.  Every  wise  legislator  wilt  leave  as 
little  to  the  interpretation  of  the  Judge  as  possible, 
he  will  endeavor  to  limit  discretion  by  precise 
rules,  and  will  not  give  the  Judge  a  power  of  le- 
gislating on  each  particular  case.  Discretionary 
|K>wer  to  the  eiteni  contended  for  has  this  effect  r 
acts  totally  dissimilar  are  classed  together  in  the 
stme  law,  and  the  Judge  has  a  discrelioaary  power 
of  declaring  that  the  penalty  intended  for  tlie  most 
atwravated  crime,  shall  be  inflicted  on  one  whose 
offence  is  so  sligblly  separated  from  innocence, 
that  the  line  is  scarcely  discernible.  Whatafield 
is  here  opened  for  partiality,  oppression,  and  the 
indulgence  of  party  rage  1  Shall  I  be  told  thai  I 
want  a  just  confidence  in  our  Judges  1  Sir,  if  we 
had  angels  on  the  bench,  I  should  think  it  a  duty 
to  leave  as  little  as  possible  to  the  discretion  of 
those  who  expound  tne  law. 

I  have  said,  that  laws  of  this  nature  are  liable 
to  abuse  from  the  spirit  of  party.  Whenever 
qaestions  of  great  national  importance  have  long 
agitated  the  public  miud,  every  man  in  the  com- 
munity is  insensibly  led  to  take  his  side,  and  by 
degrees  he  becomes  infected,  first  with  the  pas- 
■ioos,  then  the  prejudices,  and  at  length  by  the 
rancorous  and  intolerant  spirit  which  is  commonly 
inseparable  from  party.  I  know  of  no  means  by 
which  a  Judge  can  totally  divest  himself  from 
these  passionsg  these  prejudices.  Man  is  man 
wherever  he  is  placed,  on  the  bench  or  in  the 
Senate.  Hnman  nature  is  the  same.  Let  us, 
then,  suppose,  in  such  a  state  of  things,  that  the 
object  ot  a  party  in  our  Government  should  be,  at 
■ome  future  period,  to  embroil  us  with  a  foreign 
nation,  to  foster  discontents,  and  prevent  explana- 
tions which  might  lead  to  reconciliation.  Let  us 
suppose  the  Judges  to  espouse  the  side  of  those 
who  wished  for  war,  and  that  some  of  the  viru- 
lence of  party  had  communicated  itself  to  the 
bench.  At  this  crisis,  let  a  citizen  be  accused  of 
having  infringed  the  provisions  of  this  law,  by  an 
unauthorized  interfereoce,  which  was  well  meant, 
»Bd  produced  the  most  beneficial  effects,  by  remo- 
ving causes  of  discontent  and  oiwning  the  way  to 
ft  restoration  of  harmony.    By  his  side  stands  an- 


injurious  intentions  and  effects,  who  has  created 
misUDderstandtngs,  blown  the  flame  of  dissension, 
utd  involved  his  country  in  war.  Without  in- 
fringing the  law,  the  peace-maker  m»y  be  punish- 
ed with  its  highest  pnialties,  while  its  most  gentle 
lestraints  maybe  laid  on  the  more  matlgnaot,  but 


better  connected  offender.  Is  the  law  liable  to 
this  abuse?  If  it  is,  we  may,  wilhoni  hesItaiioD, 
proDoUDCe  it  a  bad  one.  Whatever  may  be  tbs 
merits  of  men  whom  we  now  respect  in  office,  t 
blind  confidence  should  not  induce  us  to  place 
powers  in  tbeir  hands  which  may  be  abused  bt 
them  or  their  successors.  In  passing  ^enertl 
laws,  we  should  shut  our  eyes  to  the  merits,  ve 
should  be  blind  to  tbe  faults,  of  those  who  are  to 
interpret  or  execute  them.  As  if  the  framers  of 
this  law  bad  determined  that  it  shoutd  si[i  againsl 
every  general  rule  of  legislation,  they  have  made 
it  not  only  unnecessary,  uncertain,  and  uoeqaal  in 
its  operation,  hut  also  inadequate  to  the  end  pro. 
posed.  If  the  practice  complained  of  beanenl, 
the  law  should  be  effectual  to  punish  or  prevent 
its  commission.  This  law  does  neither.  Il  is  I 
cobweb  that  may  catch  a  harmless  moth,  or  in- 
tercept the  useful  industry  of  tbe  bee,  but  whid 
will  not  restrain  the   poisonous  hornet,  or  matig- 

Ifwe  have  anything  to  fear  from  private  nego- 
tiation with  foreign  Powers,  it  is  from  those  citi- 
zens who  reside  abroad,  whose  connexion  with 
their  native  land  is  weakened  by  long  absence— 
who,  if  tbey  bring  evils  on  their  country,  do  nrt 
feel  their  efiects ;  and  these  are  precisely  the  peo- 
ple upon  whom  your  taw  cannot  operate. 

Having  thus  stated,  as  far  as  was  possible,  willi- 
out  repeatinjE  arguments  already  used,  my  objec- 
tions to  the  bill,  I  shall  vote  against  its  pasuug 
into  a  law. 

Mr.  Otib  said,  he  was  always  charmed  with 
the  observations  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York.  He  displayed  so  great  a  variety  of  classi- 
cal, historical,  and  oratorical  allusions,  thai  one 
could  not  help  being  pleased,  were  it  not  thai  the 
time  which  is  thus  occupied  is  precious.  From 
this  consideration  he  could  have  excused  the  gen- 
tleman, if,  instead  of  delivering  hb  speech  on  thit 
occasion,  ne  had  given  it  to  the  poolic  thiDlieli 
the  medium  of  tbe  Kermonl  Jlfa^astne,  where  his 
famous  speech  on  the  Sedition  bill,  delivered  at 
the  last  session  under  similar  circumstances,  "as 
exhibited  under  the  title  of  the  "  Scourge  of  Aris- 
tocracy." But  if  gentlemen  are  determined  that 
the  question  shall  not  be  taken,  and  that  they  will 
spin  out  the  debate,  it  may  be  well,  said  Hr.  0.,to 
let  them  see  we  are  not  to  be  outdone  in  perseve- 
ance,  and,  though  the  question  has  been  fully  j!i»- 
cussed,  that  they  must  not  expect  to  have  the 
floor  to  themselves. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  begins  his  re- 
marks by  exclaiming  "  How  does  it  happen  tl«t 
no  provision  of  the  kind  contemplated  by  the  bill 
has  been  made  in  any  country  of  Europe,  where 
all  the  evils  of  which  we  complain  existinahirt 
degree?"  He  could  tell  the  gentleman  that,  white 
the  state  of  Europe  is  a  state  af  war,  the  very  cca- 
duct  proposed  to  be  restrained  by  this  bill  would 
amount  to  high  treason;  and  he  could  refer  the 

fenileman  to  an  instance  in  which  conductof  this 
ind  had  been  deemed  a  violation  of  the  laws  cl 
nations,  and  was  the  means  of  involving  a  coun- 
try in  war.  The  gentleman  from  Peimaylvinia, 
in  speaking  on  ihu  subject,  has  said  that  it  is  pei- 


.dbyGoogle 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


■,  nod.} 


Utiajiation  of  Exeevtive  Attlhoriii/. 


[H.o»>R. 


fectlr  allowmble  for  an*  iodividuBl  to  sketch  a 
treaijr  and  tend  it  to  a  foreign  coaotry  for  adop- 
lioD.  Tbia  TetT  project  was  atiempted  by  some 
indiriduals  in  AmitetdaiD  daring  tfae  laie  Ameri- 
caa  war.  A  treaty  was  conoeived  there  for  the 
United  States.  It  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Laareos,  and  taken  by  ihe  British  among  his  p«- 
peis.  It  became  the  sabject  of  a  reraouatraDCe 
&om  Great  Britain,  who  required  this  GkiTcm- 
ment  to  diaarow  tbe  proceeding  and  punish  the 
authors;  and  a  war  between  Qre«I  Brilain  and 
Holland  was  the  consequence  of  this  transaction. 
To  be  sore,  tliis  country  bad  no  cause  to  repeat  of 
this  effect  at  the  time,  as  we  were  glad  of  an  alli- 
ance with  Holland;  bat  it  shows  the  danger  of 
BUefa  conduct,  and  the  heinoos  light  in  which  it 
is  Tie  wed  in  Europe. 

Tbe  gentleman  has  proceeded  tc  state  that  the 
histories  of  all  countries  are  replete  with  instances 
in  which  domestic  treaeherf  has  combined  with 
foreign  rioleoee;  but,  said  Mr.  O.,  nerer  before 
oar  times  was  this  treachery  grarely  adrocaied 
and  justified  in  a  legislative  council,  snd,  conse- 
qaently,  was  never  so  dangerous.  Thb  liumilia- 
tina  has  been  reserved  for  our  own  couoCry,  and 
constitutes  a  material  difference  between  our  situ- 
ation  and  thai  of  any  other  country. 
,  Did  the  ^nilciDan  ffom  New  York  mean  to 
excite  a  smile  in  the  House,  or  to  put  ffeuilemen 
in  good  humor,  when  he  ciied  the  ridiculous  eases 
of  faJKh  treason  Id  Henry  the  Eighth's  time,  of 
boiled  cooks  and  roasted  heretics?  If  this  was  the 
object  nfibe  gentleman,  it  seemed  to  have  faiJed; 
for  he  most  own  it  excited  no  merriment  in  his 
mind,  nor  did  he  perceive  that  it  had  the  effect  on 
any  othei  gentleman.    If  he  might  make  n;e  of  a 

San  on  the  occasion,  he  thought  any  gentleman 
eserved  to  be  "  roasted"  for  introducing  so  absurd 
a  comparison.  It  was  about  as  much  m  point  as 
the  comparisoa  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
rania,  when  he  likened  the  peiitioo  of  an  indivi- 
dual to  a  foreign  Qovemment  for  peace,  to  peti- 
tions  presented  to  Congress  by  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales.  He  must  own  he  was  surprised 
to  hear  sentiments  from  any  quarter  which  place 
Ihe  EzecQtiTe  Directory  on  a  footing  with  out 
own  GoTenimeni. 

The  ^eaileman  goea  on,  and.  with  most  dcToul 
^acolaiioD.  thanks  Ood  that  ihe  Constitution  has 
axed  an  e^lual  barrier  with  respect  to  the  crime 
of  treason.  Did  he  not  know  the  character  and 
pacrioCiam  of  that  gentleman,  he  should  be  inclined 
to  ibink  bis  fervor  was  produced  by  interested 
motiTes.  As  to  the  arguments  (and  he  was  will- 
ing to  allow  that  something  like  argument  was 
introduced  at  the  close  of  his  ipeeeh)  made  use  of 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  they  had  been 
repeated  and  refuted  too  often  already,  to  require 
any  further  obaervaiions  from  him. 

Mr.  O.  said,  that  having  been  called  up,  he 
would  now  say  a  word  relative  to  a  cert&in  memo- 
rial which  bad  been  read  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Caroliaa,  (Mr.  Hahpeh,}  and  to  which  it 
had  been  said  be  (Mr.  O.)  alluded  in  certain  obser- 
rations  which  ha  had  made  prior  to  that  time. 
Mr.  O.  said  lie  w«a  perfectly  willing  to  confess  all 


he  knew  respecting  that  instrument.  The  fact 
was  [bis:  a  memorial  was  brought  from  Paris,  by 
a  gentleman  by  no  means  inimical  to  the  supposed 
author  of  it,  and  by  blm  delivered  to  an  individual 
of  this  country,  as  a  copy  of  the  ideolical  paper 
presented  by  a  certain  gentleman  then  in  Paris  to 
the  Directory.     Mr.  O.  said  he  had  only  ooce 

Siven  it  a  cursory  perusal,  but  as  it  appeared  to 
iro  to  be  the  mere  gloss  and  Tarnish  of  the  real 
design  of  the  mission,  as  the  evidence  of  its  being 
presented  might  not  be  equally  satisfactory  to 
others,  and  as  the  scope  of  his  argument  wss  in- 
tended to  show  the  wobable  course  which  such  a 
missionary  would  adopt,  and  the  abuses  to  which 
a  country  might  be  exposed,  it  was  quite  as  perti- 
nent to  tne  purpose  of  that  argument,  to  suppose 
a  case  that  mignt  happen,  as  to  reason  npon  a  di- 
rect assertion  of  a  fact  not  maleriaL  Wiin  respect 
to  the  fact  of  presenting  the  memorial,  it  was  of 
DO  conaequence,  except  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
it  had  been  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Carolina,  and  the  imputation  of  a  contrivance  to 
bring  public  odium  upon  an  individual.  But  such 
an  imputation  vanisnes  when  the  friends  of  the 
person  alluded  to  are  loud  in  their  praises  of  the 
contents  of  the  memorial,  and  when  it  appears, 
from  that  gentleman's  own  confession,  tliat  be 
saw  the  memorial  anddid  not  disapprove  of  it. 

Further,  said  Mr.  O.,  it  seems  very  slran^ce  that 
Mr.  Codman,  or  any  other  gentleman,  should 
draught  (his  memorial  without  the  consent  or  an- 
ihority  of  the  gentleman  who  was  lo  present  it. 
This  IS  scarcely  a  suppoiable  case,  though  certain 
reasons,  not  ezrdained.  might  ofierate  with  him 
against  presenting  it  after  it  was  written.  He  lef\ 
gentlemen,  however,  to  take  their  choice  either  to 
say  he  did  or  did  not  present  the  memorial.  In 
the  one  case  hehaddonean  act  which  the  friends  of 
this  bill  considered  highly  improper,  and  in  the 
other  case  he  refused  to  do  an  act  which  his  friends 
considered  as  meritorious,  and  we  then  knew  not 
wb^t  line  of  conduct  he  pursued ;  "  shadows,  clouds, 
and  darkness,  rest  upon  it." 

When,  however,  said  Mr.  O-  this  memorial  is 
compared  with  the  letter  which  this  same  gen- 
tleman has  published  in  the  papers,  glTiug  an 
account  of  the  object  of  his  Toyase  lo  Fnutee, 
there  will  be  found  a  striking  reaemuance  between 
them.  Mr.  O.  proceeded  lo  read  seTcral  ^assagei 
from  each,  and  to  compare  them  together  in  ordet 
to  show  thai  both  papers  contained  Uie  same  seoli- 
meats.  The  outside  dreas  of  the  memorial,  he  al- 
lowed, had  a  little  more  tinsel  and  show  than  the 
letter ;  it  Is  more  a  la  mode  de  Parit,  but  the  dif- 
iereoce  is  owiog  to  the  different  oualities  of  the 
atmosphere  in  Paris  and  the  Nortnem  Liberties. 
At  Paris,  a  man  imperceptibly  adopts  the  style 
and  language  of  democracy,  whatever  may  haTe 
been  his  habits  before  he  goes  thither.  The  graTe 
philosophical  republicau  assumes  the  garb  of  tbe 
petit  maitre ;  "  tlie  Quaker  sly,  the  Presbyterian 
aour,"  is  transformed  into  "  a  smart  free-thinker, 
all  things  in  an  hour."  But,  if  any  difiereuce  ex- 
ists between  the  letter  and  ihe_ memorial,  it  is  not, 
said  Mr.  0.,  in  favor  of  the  former.  In  the  letter, 
the  writer  oboerres  that  his  risits  to  Citizen  Mer-' 


.dbyGoogle 


H.  or  R.] 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 

Umtrpation  of  Executive  Aulhoriiy. 


[Jaddarv,  1798. 


lin  were  those  of  a  private  friend  inhiEOwnfamily. 
Who,  said  he,  is  Citizen  Merlio  7  By  recurring 
to  the  formeT  despatches,  it  will  be  found  he  waa 
Buspected  of  being  concerned  in  the  privateers  em- 
ptoyed  in  plundering  our  commerce, and  had  writ- 
ten a  treatise  to  justify  these  piracies.  Yet  this 
vas  the  gcDtLetnao's  private  fiiend.  with  whom 
he  diaed  and  supped,  and  was  upon  the  moit  inti- 
mate footing.  After  publishing  this  fact  himself, 
it  surprised  him  that  either  he  01  bis  frieods  should 
take  pains  to  prore  thai  he  did  not  write  or  pre- 
aeut  the  memorial  la  question  ;  an  act,  in  his  opin- 
ion, of  a  mora  innocent  and  much  less  suspicious 
DAture  than  the  private  visiti  mentioned  in  the  fet- 
ter, extracts  from  which  he  had  read. 

Mr.  0.  referred  to  another  passage  in  the  letter, 
wherein  it  h  said  the  writer  "  had  an  ialervtew 
with  influential  characters."  Why  this  vague  and 
mysterious  mode  of  expression  t  Why  could  not 
the  gentleman  have  said  that  this  interview  was 
with  tbiee  members  of  the  Directory  7  That  he 
had  such  interviews  is  a  fact  well  known.  Mr. 
0.  also  referred  to  that  passage  of  the  letter  which 
states  that  the  writer  was  desirous  of  being  the 
beater  of  the  information  to  his  country  of  the 
passing  of  a  certain  arrtt,  from  the  belief  that  it 
would  be  agreeable  information  to  his  country- 
men, and  an  evidence  of  the  friendship  of  the  Di- 
reclorv.  What,  said  Mr.  0.,  was  tbix  act  of  the 
French  Qovernment,  which  seems  to  have  madi 


so  deep  an  impression  unon  this  geotleman'smiadT 
The  raising  of  an  emoargo,  which  tbey  bad  no 
right  to  impose,  and  the  liberation  of  our  seamen 
whom  they  haa  wrongfully  conGoed.  This,  said 
Mr.  O.,  is  a  species  of  friendship  much  upon  the 
same  foaling  with  that  of  a  highwavman,  who, 
having  robbed  a  man  of  his  watch  and  money,  af 
forwards  restores  the  watch.  He  should  not  be 
easily  tempted  to  hold  any  intercourse  with  such 
a  nun,  or  to  consider  him  as  a  friend. 

With  respeQt  to  ihe  gentleman  at  Pari^  with 
whom  it  had  been  said  he  correeponded,  he  has  al- 
ways fell  and  manifested  a  due  attachment  to  his 
country.  He  has,  said  Mr.  O..  been  one  of  those 
few  Americans  in  Paris  who  have  dissented  from 
the  actfi  and  intrigues  of  a  junto  of  his  country- 
men there,  who  have  sbowa  ihemselve!!  on  alt  oc- 
casions friendly  to  the  views  of  the  FreDch,  and 
whose  conduct  has  been  a  source  of  infinite  mis- 
chief to  the  United  States.  If  this  genileman  bad 
bean  concerned  at  all  in  this  busiiiess,  he  must  at- 
Uibute  it  to  that  kind  of  influenza  from  which  it 
aeems  almost  impossible  for  any  person  who 
Paris  to  escape.  If  he  did  write  the  memorial,  he 
must  have  done  it  with  a  view  of  presenting  the 
gentleman's  own  sentiments,  expressed  in  such  a 
rnanneras  would  be  likely  to  meet  his  approba- 
tion, and  from  an  apprehension  that  if  the  gentle- 
man bad  been  left  to  himself,  he  would  have  pre- 
awted  something  worse.  He  acknowledged  thai 
it  was  not  right  that  his  friend  should  have  inter- 
fered  at  all  in  the  transaction,  and  he  must  be  al- 
lowed to  express  his  doubts  whether  he  had  done 
•oor  not;  but,  if  he  was  the  draughtsman,  he  im- 
itated the  example  of  men  in  high  stations,  with 
Khom  it  i«  DO  uncommon  thing  to  dress  ~ 


morials  which  do  not  contain  th«r  own  senti* 
menls.  It  wns  well  known  that  the  late  Secretary 
of  State  had  drawn  memorials  to  the  French  and 
British  Ministers,  containing  opinioDs  which  no 


believed  he.  _ 

>baerving  tl 
of  the  memorial'  proved  what 


Mr.  O. 


icluded 


poetesaed 


that  iheeiist- 
,  i  had  ori- 
ginally asserted,  that  am  artful  and  speeious  earb 
might  be  assumed  for  hidden  purposes,  and  alftbe 
inlerences  which  he  at  first  made,  were  not  lest 
applicable,  admitting  the  mamoriat  was  never 
presented,  as  upon  the  contrary  supposition. 

Mr.  Dennis  said  be  should  not  undertake  to  fol- 
Idw  ihe.gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Livihqb- 


VUl 


i)  ihrou^b  his  retrospect  of  the  reigti  of  Henry 
I.,  nor  inquire  wita  what  propriety  he  bad 
impted  to  assimilate  the  mild  peW  code  of  the 


that  monarcbi  .. . 
petty  objections  to  the  petty  details  of  the  bill ; 
ibr  he  had  long  since  perceived  that  the  object  of 
some  gentlemen,  from  the  reoent  arguments  on 
this  subject,  was,  first  to  create  a  conviction  in  the 
public  mind  thai  tbey  were  desirous  to  do  some- 
thing io  this  business,  but  what  it  ia^  neither 
themselves  nor  any  other  person  can  divme  ;  and, 
secondly,  to  seduce  the  attention  of  the  House 
from  the  subject,  while  they  were  endeavoring  to 
bewilder  their  undersianding  in  a  mitt  of  amend- 
ments. To  bring  back  the  attention  of  the  House 
from  these  devious  pathn,  into  which  gentlemen 
had  endeavored  to  seduce  it,  waa  the  object  which 
he  had  in  view. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  {Mr.Livmos- 
ton)  had  slated  that  the  policv  of  this  bill  bad 
been  supported  upon  the  two  following  grounds, 
viz :  of  its  analogy  to  a  recent  ttansaclion,  and, 
secondly,  of  ibe  peculiar  characteristic  policy  by 
which  the  Government  of  France  baa  been  dis- 
tinguished. He  should  not  take  time  to  inquire  what 
peculiar  relatiouship  the  bill  had  to  that  transac- 
tion ;  bat  he  was  disposed  to  think  that  had  not 
the  late  daring  invasion  of  the  Executive  func- 
tions  been  attempted,  we  should  not  heTe  thought 
of  the  necesHty  of  legislating  on  the  subject.  But 
the  second  part  of  his  argument  with  respect  to 
thenecessity  of  counteracting  the  policy  of  France, 
tlcMTved  more  consideration.  Out  of  this  policy 
the  bill  bad  grown.  Whatever  difierence  ol  opin- 
ion may  heretofore  have  existed,  with  respect 
to  the  views  of  France,  all  seemed  now  to  a^e 
that  her  ultimate  object  is  universal  donunion. 
This  tbey  have  attempted  at  different  times  by 
different  means.  Formerly  thev  made  war  as  ene- 
.  mieE,andattacked their foesiuineopea plain.  They 
now  make  war  as  friends  and  allies,  and  endeavor 
to  subjugate  nations  through  themselves,  by  exci- 
ting divisions  and  sowing  the  seeds  of  discontent 
They  formerly  fought  no  leas  for  military  fame 
than  political  domination;  but,  in  no  reoent  in- 
stauce  have  they  declared  war.  and  always  attack 
by  wiles  and  Rlratagems.  It  naa  been  remarked 
that  it  is  not  France  making  war  upon  and  con- 
quering the  world,  but  a  great  sectary  which  lus 
risen  up  in  Fiance,  and  which,  having  subrerted 
all  the  priaciplei  of  social  ojder,  haanuiwd  their 
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own  eoontry.  Thia  secliiy  is  eomp«»eJ  of  athe- 
ulical  philosophers,  fknatic&l  politicians,  political 
metaphysicians,  aod  blood-thiraty  jacobins.  These 
form  in  Paris  a  mother  club,  a  common  ttock, 
which  shoots  its  ramifications  into  every  country 
of  ihe  worid.  The  subaltern  sectaries  or  affilia- 
tions are  all  aetaated  bv  one  common  principle ; 
and,  in  order  to  enable  the  mother  club  so  to  play 
her  cards  as  to  support  her  inbordinaie  affilia- 
tions, it  is  necessary  to  keep  up  a  constaat  corres- 
pondence, and  by  keeping  it  up,.Me  the  liberties  of 
nations  Ml brei led  and  destroyed;  and  by  cutliog 
off  all  communication  between  the  Eiecutive  Di- 
lectofy  and  the  friends  of  liberty,  opon  whom  they 
so  much  calculate,  >tull  we  mar  and  connteract 
their  projects. 

This  is  a  new  and  peculiar  system  of  policy 
from  -which,  more  than  anr  other  source,  is  dao- 
rer  to  be  apprehended.  Woy,  then,  does  thefcn- 
fleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Livinobtok,)  the 
eentleman  from  Pennsylf  ania  (Mr.OALLATiii)  and 
the  eentleman  frvm  Qeors^i,  (Mr.  Balowin,)  ell 
of  tbem  complain,  ibnt  this  bill  embraces  a  prin- 
ciple unknown  to  the  codes  of  nations  T  It  would 
seem  to  he  a  sufficient  answer  to  ssy,  that  no  na- 
tion nnce  the  Romans  have  sought  for  unirersal 
dominion,  in  the  name  of  friends  aod  alliei.  But, 
is  it  for  these  gentlemen  now  to  be  told,  that  the 
means  of  defence  mui 
means  of  attack,  and  that 
takes  a  system  of  defence,  she 
her  enemy's  meaps  and  system  of  annoyance  T  It 
is  in  this  the  great  art  of  defence  consists,  and 
when  you  shaQ  hare  explored  the  resources  of 
yonr  enemy,  and  discovered  the  point  at  which 
you  are  to  oe  attacked,  you  are  half  secure. 

Frconenlly,  said  Mr.  D..  hare  noUemen  been 
told  of  the  means  by  whicn  the  lioertiea  of  some 
of  the  fairest  portions  of  EBr<^  have  been  de- 
stroyed, and  by  which  they  have  been  inrolred  in 
one  common  mass  of  plunder  and  destruction. 
BqI  it  ia  in  rain  that  we  warn  gentlemen  to  learn 
wi^om  from  the  misforinnes  of  others;  it  is  in 
Tain  that  bminteoos  nature  has  interposed  an  ex- 
tensiTC  ocean  beiweeo  the  wild  aod  ambitious  pro- 
jects of  thai  naiton  and  our  happy  country,  if, 
when  we  have  seen  the  gathering  of  the  storm, 
and  its  fury  burslins  upon  and  destroying  others, 
we  are  determined  to  take  no  means  to  avert  it 
from  ourselves.  When  we  hare  remonstrated  on 
these  snbjects,  the  nni form  and  only  answer  we 
hare  receiTcd  has  been  that  the  QoTemm«its 
which  have  been  subrerled  were  aneient  tyrannies, 
that  they  oppressed  their  people ;  and  that  the 
French  were  right  to  aid  their  people  to  break  the 
ibackJes  by  which  they  vere  confined,  a^  thai  it 
wasadvaociog  the  rights  of  man.  This  is  tbeonly 
answer  we  have  reeeired,  and  we  daily  hear  pray- 
ers set  up  for  the  siMcess  of  tbe  French  in  the  in- 
rasioB  of  Ireland,  in  order  that  this  benevolent 
and  disinterested  nation  majr  rescue  the  friends  of 
liberty  from  the  yoke  of  British  dominion,  and  re- 
store them  to  liberty  and  equalilv.  And  who  are 
thae  friends  of  liberty  1  From  late  aeeounts,  said 
Hr.  D.,  I  should  call  them  an  organized  banditti, 
Mkben,  and  ifsiins,  who,  tike  beasts  of  prey 


when  all  creation  is  at  rest,  make  fVom  their  fast- 
nesses noeiumal  excursions,  aod  plunder  and 
destroy  all  who  are  opposed  to  their  nefarious 
prmects. 

Thus  it  is,  we  see  gentlemen  recognise  the  right 
of  foreign  interference,  and  only  qualify  it  by  the 
nature  aod  motive  for  such  interference.  If  a  na- 
tion, according  to  the  ideas  of  some  gentlemen,  is 
groaning  under  an  aristocratic,  monarchic,  or  oti- 
gircbic  Oovernment,  it  is  a  good  thing,  and  for 
the  interest  and  happiness  of  the  world,  that 
France  should  interpose  to  put  them  to  rights. 
Thus,  too,  we  see,  such  is  the  benevolence,  the 
philanihropr  of  this  nation,  manifested  in  thesa 
cases,  thai  tne  limits  of  Europe  are  too  narrow  for 
tbe  exercise  thereof,  and  she  has  penetTBied  into 
the  barbarous  regions  of  Egypt  ana  Arabia,  to  re- 
lieve the  friends  of  liberlv  from  Ihe  yoke  of  the 
Beys  and  Mamelukes.  And  who  knows  but  it 
may  be  thought  a  good  thinff,  that  these  benevo- 
lent people  should  visit  the  shores  of  America,  to 
rescue  the  friends  of  liberty,  the  Republicans,  from 
the  vassalage  of  the  Beys  and  Mamelukes  of  the 
United  States?  That  it  may  be  desirable  ther 
may  come  here  to  check  the  progress  of  Brilisn 
infiuence,  the  rapid  strides  of  the  Federal  (Jovem- 
ment  to  a  consolidation  of  all  the  State  sovereign- 
ties, as  has  been  said  was  our  object,  into  one  lim- 
ited  or  absolute  monarchy ;  for  preventing  thi 
British  party  from  keeping  up  a  system  of  alarm ; 
in  order  to  induce  the  people  10  believe  stand- 
ing armies  are  blessings ;  that  the  gag-law  is  « 
blessinR,  (for  so  has  the  gentleman  from  Pemksrl- 
rania,  Mr.  Oallatik,  said ;)  in  order  to  chasuia 
the  American  Lesislature  aod  the  President,  liir 
daring  to  make  a  law  by  which  they  have  declar- 
ed to  European  convicts,  to  foreign  renegadoet, 
that  the  territory  of  the  United  States  belongs  to 
the  citizens  thereof,  and  not  to  them?  For  some  or 
all  of  these  things,  it  perbaps  mtfht  be  desirable 
that  these  great  and  disinterested  people  might 

True  it  is,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
has  said  that,  although  he  and  his  political  friends 
are  extremely  desirous  to  change  our  system  of 
ad  ministration  J  vet  that  nobody  (he  is  surprised 
we  should  think  otherwise)  has  any  design  or 
wish  to  change  it  in  any  other  way  than  tbroocfa 
the  medium  or  elections.  But  is  there  anybody 
upon  this  floor  ready  to  subscribe  to  this  declara- 
tion of  that  gentleman  1  Has  that  gentlemaa 
seen  a  nomber  of  addresses  to  the  Execntives  of 
different  Buies,  and  some  to  the  President,  h 
which  the  addressers  declare  that  they  hare 
arms  in  their  hands,  and  are  ready  to  yield 
their  lives  and  fortunes  to  check  domestic  usurpa- 
tion ?  Has  he  seen  certain  resolutions  in  which 
every  important  measure  of  ibis  Government  is 
denounced,  and  in  which  it  is  resolved  that  cer- 
tain sets  of  the  Oovernment  shall  be  openly  re- 
sisted, if  attempted  to  be  executed  7  Has  he  seen 
a  writer,  under  the  signature  of  "  Curtius,"  with 
whose  appearance  genilemeit  appear  to  be  higbly 
(jeased,  and  whom  they  have  dignified  with  the 
appellation  of  "Junius  ,*"  and  has  be  seen  this 
wnter  telling  the  people  of  Virginia  that  the  Bk- 
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ecutive  Directory  of  Fr«DCe  is  uoi  their  greatest 
eoemy  ;  that  the  Qoverament  of  the  United  States 
is  a  greater  enemy ;  that  tbey  are  in  iKe  last  stage 
of  poHlical  oppression  ;  aod  that  the  just  veo- 
geaoce  of  aa  insulted  people  is  as  terrible  as  the 
wralb  of  Heaven '?  And  has  the  geaileman  from 
Penosylrania  heard  the  gentleman  from  New 
Tork  (Mr.  Litiiioston)  at  the  last  session  most 
fervently  piayiog  that  the  people  and  States  might 
liae  up  ID  open  lebellion  against  the  alien  bill ;  Has 
he  heaid  and  seen  alt  these  things  and  many  more 
of  a  similar  complexion ;  and  will  he  still  declare, 
that  no  person  wishes  to  change  our  Administra' 
tion  but  by  elections?  Mr.  D.  said,  this  was 
not  his  opinion,  on  the  contrary,  he  believed  the 
maxim  with  many  was,  that  the  Administration 
must  be  changed,  tad  that  if  it  could  not  he  done 
through  the  ordinary  channels,  it  must  be  done 
otherwise  ;  but,  at  all  events,  it  must  be  done.  But, 
admitting  that  the  object  of  all  the  clamor  and 
faUehoods  disseminated  through  the  Union,  to  be 
for  changing  (lie  Administratioa  by  election,  and 
that  this  is  exclusively  (he  object  for  attaining 
which,  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  had  talked  so 
much  about  Executive  patronage,  tStc,  have  we 
any  security  that  (he  opposition  which  may  be  ex- 
cited will  be  confined  to  this  object  1  When  they 
shall  have  alienated  the  minds  of  the  people  from 
the  Government ;  when  they  shall  sow  tne  seeds 
of  division  and  excite  discontents,  can  they  control 
.demand  direct  them  at  their  will?  Can  they 
put  this  vast  machine  in  motion,  and  stop  it  with 
a  touch  of  the  finger  1  Can  they  raise  a  facliotis 
temper  to  obtain  a  particular  end,  and  secure  us 
against  a  perversion  of  it.  to  other  uses?  No.  I 
find  no  security  against  il^  either  from  (he  exam- 
ples of  other  nations,  or  from  these  gentlemen's 
intentions,  however  good  they  may  possibly  be. 
The  patriots  of  Berne  a(  first  complained  only  of 
aome  grievances  in  their  existing  Constitution ; 
bat  the  Government  offered  to  call  a  Convention, 
and  took  measures  to  do  it,  to  aher  the  Govern- 
ment, and  (o  remove  all  well-founded  complain(s. 
It  was  indignantly  rejec(ed  by  those  who  were 
determined  on  no(hiQg  less  than  (he  subversion  of 
ibeir  system,  by  (he  introduction  of  a  foreign 
force.  That  force  was  introduced  and  the  Govern 
ment  subverted.  At  Geneva,  the  opposition  ao< 
clamor  against  the  Government  commenced  wit 
m  haadfuT  of  aliens  and  (he  descendants  of  alien: 
and  their  only  complaint  was,  that  they  were  ei 
eluded  from  a  seat  in  the  Assembly  of  the  peopli 
But  the  citizens  of  Geneva  offered  to  give  them 
this  right,  and  they  scornfully  rejected  as  a  favor, 
that  which  they  said  belonged  to  them  as  a  right. 
They  were  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  an  en- 
tire revolution,  and  a  system  of  pillage  and  plun- 
der. Many  well-disposed  persons  were  seduced 
into  the  clamor  they  raised  against  the  existing 
■tate  of  thitiga,  who  were  afterward  very  desirous 
.  to  suppress  it,  but  who  fell  victims  (o  the  very 
Btorm  which  they  helped  to  raise.  Thus  we  see, 
however  virtuous  may  be  some  gentlemen's  mo- 
tives, when  sedition  once  breaks  loose,  and  a  spirit 
of  revolution  gets  afloat,  ii  is  not  in  the  power  of 
human  foresight  to  calculate  the  event.    And,  in 


my  opinion,  to  excite  these  discontents  ia  (o  favor 
the  policy  of  France  and  her  designs  upon  us. 
Gentlemen  complain,  said  Mr.  B.,  of  ungi'neroua 
suspicions,  and  iiia[  one  object  of  Uiis  bill  is  to  ex- 
cite and  keep  up  suspicions  aguinst  them,  and  their 
party.  I  can  give  (hese  gentlemen  a  recipe  against 
suspicions.  If  these  gentlemen  will  cordially  co- 
operate in  all  those  measures  necessary  to  defepd 
us  against  the  arms  and  the  secret  machinatiotM 
of  France,  they  will  cease  to  be  suspected.  And 
uniil  then  they  will  continue,  I  will  not  say  with 
what  propriety,  to  be  suspected.  But  while  tbey 
complain  of  (hese  ungenerous  suspicions,  we  are 
charged  with  keeping  up  a  system  of  alarm  to 
cheat  (he  people  out  of  (heir  ria;h(s,  to  raise  stand- 
ng  armies,  to  restrain  the  freedom  of  speech  and 
if  the  press  ;  (o  do  away  tbe  trial  by  jury  ;  to 
prostrate  all  the  barriers  which  neparate  freedom 
Irom  the  dominion  of  despotism,  by  consoiidatiiw 
l,egislalive,  Executive,  and  Judicial  power,  S 
we  have  kept  up  a  system  of  alarm  for  (he  accom- 
plishment of  tlhese  purposes,  It  seems  as  if  these 
'  1  ought  to  be  tne  last  to  complain  of  ii. 
these  gentlemen,  from  (he  beginning  of 
tbe  Government  (o  this  moment,  kept  up  a  con- 
stant alarm;  have  they  not  continually  warned 
(he  people  against  the  danger  of  funding  sys- 
tems, banks,  the  excise.  Executive  patronage, 
&c. ;  have  tney  not,  by  all  possible  expedients,  en- 
deavored to  operate  upon  the  apprehensions  ot  the 
people  ?  It  is  with  a  nad  grace  (hat  th^se  gentle- 
men now  complain  of  this  system  of  alarm. 
But  is  ihere  is  no  ground  for  alarm?  There  is 
I  ground  for  fear  ;  neither  am  I  affrighted,  but 
.  becomes  us  to  look  around  us,  to  survey  the 
ground  upon  which  we  stand,  and  guard  every 
avenue  to  .the  approaches  oEour  enemies.  When 
1  see  the  cool  and  philosophic  composure  with 
which  some  gentlemen  behold,  and  have  for.  a 
long  time  beheld,  tbe  insolent  aggressions  of  a  for- 
eign  Power ;  when  I  have  seen,  for  years  past,  oar 
commerce  plundered  and  citizens  imi^isoned, 
thumb-screwed,  and  starved,  and  compelled  to  en- 
ter on  board  of  foreign  privateers,  to  plunder  theit 
own  countrymen;  our  veiisels embargoed, and  tbe 

froperty  oi  our  citizens  taken  in  the  ports  of 
ranee,  by  order  of  the  Government,  and  the  tit- 
dignities  offered  to  our  Ministers  ;  when  1  have 
seen  these  things,  and  that  they  have  not  disturb- 
ed (he  equanimity  of  some  gentlemen,  wbo  are  all 
alive  to  tbe  supposed  aggressions  of  our  Govern- 
ment ;  when  I  see  those  who  are  crying  out  peace, 
peace,  with  regard  (o  France,  (aking  every  means 
to  stimulate  discontents,  already  bordering    on 

XD  insurrection  ;  there  is  to  me  some  ground  for 

^galh,  those  gentlemen  who  have  heretofore 
preached  day  after  day  about  the  mischievous 
effect  of  foreign  influence ;  wbo  were  for  resdain- 
ing  the  Executive  from  exercising  his  Constitu- 
tional powers,  in  sending  Ministers  abroad,  lest 
these  Ministers  should  be  entrapped  by  tbe  diplo- 
matic Jalenls  of  corrupt  politicians ;  these  gentle- 
men are  now  for  giving  (he  utmost  latitude  (o 
the  exerciw  of  this  power  to  every  officious  indi- 
vidual.   Thisis tomeagroundofalarm;  because 
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iisee<nsasif  it  were  some  geotlemCD's  maxim,  that 
power  is  besi  trusted  where  there  ii  ao  respoasi- 
nilily;  wbereastome  it  appears  thai  power  witb- 
oat  respoosibitity  is  ifae  essence  of  tyraoiiy.  But 
thegenileiiiaafromPeDDsylT«D)a(Mr.QALiaTiH) 
has  iafoimed  us,  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  too  coDieoled  and  happy,  in  the  eo- 
joyment  of  peace  and  liberty,  to  be  excited  to 
disorder  and  insarrection.  I  believe  they  are  dif- 
ficult to  be  excited  to  rebellion,  bot  oar  past  expe- 
rienee  waros  lu  it  is  not  impossible.  How  was 
the  Weflem  insurrectioa  excited?  Was  the  ex- 
eae  the  ostensible  nound  of  that  insurreclioo  7 
k  that  law  repealed!  Were  thry  more  taxed,  or 
any  moce  oppressed,  ihaii  at  present,  and  was  it 
pCBsihle  then,  and  why  is  il  impossible  now,  to 
raise  insurrectioas?  But  does  it  comport  with 
the  usual  doctrines  of  these  gentlemen  to  say  the 
people  are  free  from  oppressloo,  contented,  and 
nippy,  who  hare  so  often  told  us  of  the  tyranny 
ofom  GoTernmeot,  who  have  so  frequently  de- 
elated  tliat  "we  have  been  imitating  the  British 
OoTertimeot  in  her  system  of  terror  and  of  pun- 
ishment 7  No,  sir,  we  cannot  permit  it  to  these 
eentlemen  to  say,  for  one  purpose  the  people  are 
tree  and  happy,  and  for  another,  they  are  despised, 
degnded,  and  oppressed.  They  may  sav  which 
ihejr  please,  but  tney  cannot  be  permitted  to  say 
bolh. 

After  alL  what  are  the  particular  objections  to 
the  bill  T  One  gentleman  nays  it  will  check  the 
ardor  of  indiTidual  enterprise;  some  say  il  is  in- 
deBuite,  and  that  there  is  no  notice  to  those  upon 
HHseofwhom  it  may  operate;  but  the  great  a r- 
guiDent  seems  to  be  thai,  although  the  power  of 
conducting  our  exterior  relations  is  vested  in  the 
PteiidenL  yet  each  individual  has  reserved  a 
right  to  himseir  of  intermeddling  in  those  con- 
cerns, forihe  purposeof  keeping  peace,aQdit  would 
be  vcong  to  pass  this  bill,  because  il  preveolt  cer- 
tain pacific  persons  from  indulging  their  favorite 
disposition  of  making  pea'ee.  This  can  only  be 
uaerled  upon  the  principle,  thai  our  Government 
has  neglected  something  which  may  be  done  by 
*u  indirjdual,  and  which  was  essential  to  peace. 
Ate  the  gentlemen  prepared  to  show  this,  and 
that  there  is  now  a  prospect  of  peace,  but  that 
the  Govemmeot  refuses  lo  embrace  the  opporlu< 
oilyl  Have  ihey  any  new  project  which  ihey 
wiih  tg  be  attempted,  bul  which  the  Oovernment 
refuMs  10  accepi  1  Are  they  prepared  with  an- 
other project  for  sending  over  lo  France  another 
ship  load  of  Envoys  to  he  insulted  and  scornfully 
rejected?  I  cannot  believe' they  are,  and  1  can- 
not see  for  what  purpose  it  is  that  this  right  of 
oegatiaiioo  is  lo  be  retained  to  individuals.  Is  it 
inpposed  that  an  individual  may  influence  that 
Government  by  addressing  their  justice  ?  Alrea- 
dy il  has  been  addressed  and  ably  addressed,  and 
they  have  told  us  that  justice,  lixe  religion,  was 
oai  of  fashion  in  France.  Tney  only  inquired 
what  was  ibeir  power,  and  not  wliat  was  justice. 
Isil  that  some  individual  may  paint  the  enormity 
<^  ifaeir  depredations  7      I  thought  my  colleague 

iU(.  S.  SMrra)  intimated,  somelhiog  like  this.  - 
tnt  the  greater  part  of  our  grievances  originated 


in  their  own  decrees^  embargoes,  &c. ;  and  I  have 
seen  a  communication  from  the  Commissioner* 
at  St.  Domins;o,  in  1796,  in  which  is  iaWj  stated 
the  depredations  of  her  agents  and  their  priva- 
teers; and  our  Commissioners  most  eloquently- 
disclosed  lo  them,  that  similar  instances  of  pirati- 
cal outrages  to  those  committed  on  our  defenea- 
less  merchantmen,  are  unparalleled  in  the  annals 
of  nations.  Is  it  for  the  porpose  of  addressing 
iheir  interests  7  Already  has  it  been  demonstra- 
ted thai  all  those  violations  of  neutral  rights  which 
they  have  committed,  lo  injore  iheir  enemy,  i» 
now  bringing  ruin  upon  themselves.  But  this 
bill  is  complained  of  as  operating  hardly  on  thoae 
individuals  who  may  find  it  necessary  to  apply 
for  a  restoration  of  captured  property,  releases  of 
seamen.  St/:.  It  appeared,  however,  to  him,  that 
this  objection  was  done  away  by  the  proviso  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  If  it  was  not, 
he  was  glad  of  it,  for,  all  commercial  intercoursv 
being  suspended,  he  could  see  no  necessity  for 
these  individual  applications.  If  a  vessel  were 
captlSred,  or  seamen  imprisoned,  it  would  be  a 
general  thing,  and  there  was  no  reason  upon  which 
to  expect  a  relaxation  in  any  particular  case,  ex- 
cept il  be  upon  the  principle  of  favoritism.  I  be- 
lieve, said  Mr.  D.,  if  a  man  were  to  apply  who 
was  a  good  democrat,  and  who  had  eertincates  to 
show  ^om  the  friends  of  liberty  in  America,  that 
he  had  been  uniformly  attached  to  the  Frenek 
Government,  accompanied  and  justified  it  in  all  its 
measures  relative  to  his  own  country,  whilst  be 
criminated  his  own  Government  in  everylhiBg 
respecting  them  ;  if  he  could  show  that  he  haS 
one  hnniired  times  cursed  Ihc  British  Treaty,  and 
voted  for  resolutions  to  condemn  before  he  had 
read  it ;  end  if  he  wontd  promise  to  become  in  fu- 
ture, a  faithful  servant  to  her  interests,  he  might 
then  get  his  property  restored,  and  bis  seamen  r^ 
leased.  But  when  the  question  is  between  these 
persons  and  the  public  safety,  he  did  not  hesitate 
a  moment  how  to  decide.  He,  therefore,  would 
not  only  prevent  political  correspondence,  but  all 
correspondence,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  and 
this  was  the  only  way  to  cut  off  criminal  corres- 
pondence. Mr.  D.  said,  he  would  do  more,  k* 
would  recall  our  citizens  from  France,  under  pen- 
alty  of  disfranchisement,  and  prohibit  our  citizens 
from  going  to  France. 

{The  SpBAtCER  said,  Mr.  D.  could  not  be  per- 
mitted to  disclose  anything  which  he  wished  to 
be  done  beyond  what  was  in  the  bill.] 

Mr.  D.  said,  he  had  arrived  at  the  close  of  his 
observations,  and  he  would  only  add,  that  he  be- 
lieved there  were  many  persons  in  the  country  who 
would  join  in  any  system  of  foreign  or  domestie 
combination,  to  subvert  the  Government;  that, 
although  this  bill  did  not  fully  meet  his  ideas,  as 
far  as  ii  went  it  would  produce  good,  and  narrow 
the  present  latitude  of  unofficial  correspondence 
with  a  Governmpnl  from  which  we  had  much  to 
fear,  and,   therefore,  he  was  in  flavor  of  its  pa»- 

Irfr.  T.  Claibosni!  said,  he  was  not  in  the 
House  when  the  resolution  on  which  this  bill  waa 
founded,  first  made  it*  appearance ;  but  soon  afler 
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his  arrival,  the  bill  was  reported.  Not  kQowiag 
what  had  given  rise  lo  ihe^iil,  be  fell  inclined  lu 
TOte  for  it,  being  desirous  of  preveDliDganr  usurp- 
ation of  Execuiive  power,  after  it  should  have 
•tiDderguae  certain  ameDdoienis.  He  had  attend- 
ed to  the  arguments  for  and  against  it,  without 
BOspecticg  any  thora  under  the  roee ;  for  he  was 
not  accustomed  to  suspect  gentlemen  of  improper 
laotiTea  ;  nor  did  he  suspect  aaythiug  wrong  in 
this  btuiuess,  until  he  taw  i  certain  memorial  in- 
troduced and  mangled  b;  (he  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina;  he  then  clearly  perceived  that 
the  object  of  |;entlemen  wa^  to  depress  the  public 
■{licit  in  this  country,  which  they  call  a  French 
or  a  jacobin  spirit.  What  1  exclaimed  Mr.  C, 
has  the  period  arrived  whrn  it  is  criminal  to 
'  be  I  republican  1  He  trusted  no  American  waa 
vet  ashamed  of  being  considered  a  republican.  Il 
IS  cruel  thus  to  treat  Tiiginians,  who  pride  them- 
aelves  in  being  republicans.  He  believed  this  to 
be  a  law  for  tbe  punishment  of  republicans,  by 
leaving  so  wide  a  discretion  in  the  courts.    The 

Sentleman  from  Maryland  had  chosen  to  ftrand 
le  Vireioians,  through  the  sides  of  Ciaiiia,  (a 
youth  of  twenty  years  of  age,)  with  being  ene- 
mies to  the  Federal  Qovernmenl,  and  as  being 
itady  to  upset  it.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  belonged  to  no 
party  ;  indeed,  the  gentlemen  with  whom  he  geu- 
aially  voted  did  not  act  upon  any  system,  as  it 
appeared  other  gentlemen  did  ;  for  he  recollected, 
on  a  late  occasion,  when  a  gentleman,  who  usu- 
ally voted  with  them,  expressed  bis  intention  of 
voting  differently,  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (Mr.  OrtB)  did  aU  but  weep  over  the  mem- 
ber who  tbus  fell  ont  of  the  ranks.  He  should  be 
•ony  to  find  the  business  of  the  House  so  con-  ' 
ducted  as  lo  leave  the  votes  upon  all  important 
qaestiona  aBceriaioed  before  a  measure  was  pro- 
posed; he  wished,  himself,  and  he  hoped  every 
cKher  gentlsman  would  wish,  to  be  perfectly  inde- 
pendent in  his  movements. 

Mr.  Harfeb  did  not  rise  with  a  view  of  enter- 
ing into  a  discussion  of  this  subject,  nor  of  repeat- 
ickg  arguments  which  had  been  used  for  seven 
days  together.  But  he  deemed  himself  called 
■pon  to  make  an  eiplanatton  on  a  matter  in  which 
be  was  personally  interested. 

It  baa  been  said,  thai  the  paper  which  he  had 
introduced  as  a  part  of  his  oSservatlous  upon  this 
Mbject,  was  not  delivered  or  written  by  the  gen- 
tleman to  whom  he  had  alluded.  He  knew  not 
whether  these  two  facts  are  true,  or  not.  The 
gentleman  has  denied  having  eiiner  written  or 
presented  the  memorial,  and  he  is  entitled  to  the 
nil  credit  which  such  a  denial  will  give  him. 
Those  who  shall  read  this  paper,  and  compare  it 
irith  this  gentleman's  letter,  will  determine  for 
dtemselves  on  this  point.* 


'Fortlu  Amcnean  Daily  AiBtrlUtr. 

Bobeit  O.  Harper,  on  Thondaj  lut,  brought  Ibr- 
WHd  and  nti  in  CongrMS,  a  memorUl  which  he  in- 
•tnnated  had  been  presented  by  me  to  the  Mmistei  of 
Iha  Exterior  Relations  in  Paris. 

Out  of  reaped  to  the  honorablB  situation  in  whicb ' 
Vr>  Hsrper  has  baen  placad  by  his  country,  1  think  it 
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With  respect  to  the  manner,  s^d  Mr.  H.,  in 

which  this  memorial  came  to  my  hands,  I  will 
slate  it.  A  gentleman  of  this  country,  wbo  hap- 
pened to  be  in  Paris  at  the  same  time  with  the  per- 
son who  is  supposed  to  have  presented  the  paper, 
brought  it  to  America,  and  delivered  iltoagea- 
tleman  here  "as  the  memorial  delivered  by  that 
person  to  tbe  French  Gioveroment."  '  The  genile- 
maa  who  thus  received  it.  enclosed  it  to  an  ac- 
quaintance of  Mr.  H.'s  in  this  town,  who  gave  jl 
ID  him,  together  with  an  extract  of  the  leiiei 
wherein  it  was  enclosed.  This  extract  he  read  in 
the    following   words:    "Yesterday  Mr.  ' 

came  np,  and  presented  me  with  the  enclosed  me- 
morial, which,  he  saySj  was  presented  by  Dr.  Lo- 
ean  to  the  French  Minister,  and  was  procured  for 
nim  by  Mr.  Richard  Codman." 

Whether  this  memorial  was  delivered  by  Mr. 
Codman  or  Dr.  Logan,  Ute  left  the  public  to  jud^; 
be  was  himself  convinced,  from  the  thing  ii^ 
tliat  it  was  the  genuine  production  of  the  lalletj 
if  not,  it  evidently  spoke  hjs  sentiment;.  He 
knew  he  bad  repeated  the  same  sentimenis  lo 
various  persons  in  this  city.  But  it  was  a  matlei 
of  no  consequence  whether  the  memorial  wti 
delivered  or  not,  as  it  served  to  show  how  dte 
most  mischievous  designs  miKht  be  covered  undw 
a  plaiisible  garb.  He  was,  therefore,  justified  in 
the  introduction  of  It.  He  did  not  stale,  at  lh( 
time,  that  it  was  the  production  of  the  Mission- 
ary, but  he  then,  and  now,  believed'  it  to  be  stfc 
Mr.  H.  concluded  by  some  remarks  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  Allen  thought  il  time  that  this  debate  wai 
brought  10  a  close.  He  believed  this  wu  lie 
eighth  day  wbich  it  had  occupied.  If  tbii  coune 
was  to  be  pursued,  it  would  be  possible  fortwool 
three  members  to  prevent  any  of  the  impoitani 
business  of  tbe  session  being  accomidished.  He 
thought,  by  thus  acting,  they  were  serviog  iheii 
constituents  unfaithfully,  and  if  ibey  continued 
thus  til  act,  the  people  in  the  gallery  ougbt  ta 
drive  them  from  their  seats.  Day  after  day  the 
same  persons  rise  in  the  debate,  and  frequfoiir  w 
late  as  to  prevent  any  answer  being  given  lo  foiit 
observations.     It  was  sufficiently  evident,  from 


proper  to  observe,  thai  neither  the  memomJ  in  ^nca- 
tion  nor  any  other  irriting  wm  ever  presented  b^  aie 
to  Citizen  TmllByrand.  The  paper  read  in  Coivrs" 
WH  diausbted  bye  teapectoble  citizen  of  BosUn,!*- 
■iding  in  Paris,  the  friend  snd  coneipondent  of  Hi. 
Otis.  Soma  of  the  aentimenta  which  il  contains  were 
taken  from  a  letter  which  that  person  had  just  leteind 
from  bis  brother,  and  which  he  had  a  few  dayi  beftm 
commonicated  to  Citizen  Tallerraild.  Il  wai  judged 
of  importance  that  theae,  united  with  other  opintau 
calculated  to  promote  peace,  should  Im  supported  by  l 
citiMn  of  the  United  States  immedistelj  from  bis 
country.  On  this  acoonnt  the  memorial  was  hinded 
to  ae  fijr  the  purpose  of  communicating  it  to  Ae  Uia- 
istei.  '  I  dacliDed  this  aernce,  as  having  too  much  tbt 
sppearanca  of  an  official  act  I  rettinied  il  to  Mt. 
Cmlman  without  even  taking  a  copy  of  il,  or  BuUaf 
any  lue  of  it  whalevei. 

GEOKOG  LOQAN. 
PaiLuiBLruA,  Janiuay  14,  179B. 
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ifae  ToUs  whieh  i»d  been  Uken,  thii  Uwre  it  a  I  the  gift  of  afunight,  foi  he  had  actually  seen  ih« 
It^  majortif  ot  the  Uouu  in  favor  of  ihii  bilL  |  memoriBl  which  wasjo  be  laid  before  (nu  House 


He  hoped,  therefore,  the  queitioD  migbl  be  taken. 
The  leagibf  debates  on  tbU  subject  were  Dot 
neut  to  hate  efieet  Id  this  House,  but  out  of 
iam,  lad  lo  pierent  the  impotlant  buitneM  of 
(he  Eenku)  from  beinff  done.  The  lession  was 
half  goDe,  and  no  one  &w  had  been  pasMd.  He 
iioped  Ilia  fiienda  woidd  forbear  to  leDgtben  ibe 
debate,  is  it  woold  oaljr  be  eMting  "  pearlii  before 

Mr.  McDowsLL  wu  well  awate  thtfl  the  House 
wu  generally  desiroos  of  the  ijuestion.  He  would 
act  faawcTer-oeoupf  mauj  mmutes  in  stating  hit 
nuaas  for  vodag  aniost  lU*  bill.  The  tending 
object  ol  it  is  ttated  to  be  to  prercnt  the  inter' 
fereoce  of  individoals  in  onr  fareiEU  relationa. 
In  aupDort  of  ihia  bill,  he  expected,  therefore,  that 
itwoiild  hare  been  sbon,  that  some  iDdiridunIs 
bad  already  usurped  ihia  authority.  No  auob 
tUng  bad  been  shown.  Is  the  sitnatioD  of  this 
cooatrr  ii  preaent  more  alarmiog  than  it  has  been 
SI  iny  farmer  period,  or  more  so  than  that  of  any 
oiber  conotry  1  He  beiiered  not,  and  yet  no  la 
oT  this  kind  was  ever  passed  before.  Is  it  i 
rorpriung,  though  gentiemen  hare  such  faithi 
corresjKindeBts  in  France,  who  communicate 
them  all  that  passes  there,  that  they  should  not 
liare  been  able  to  ascertain  the  fact  that  the  me- 
morial which  had  been  introduced  to  the  House, 
u  presented  to  the  French  Minister,  was  really 
pneoted  1  They  could  not  do  this,  because  it 
oever  «u  presented ;  but  gentlemen  are  continw- 
ally  liming  at  something  ot  oiber  to  alarm  the 
public  miDd,  and  to  induce  members  in  this  House 
to  rote  for  measures,  under  the  impresaion  of  fie- 
tiliou)  alarms,  rmther  tbao  of  sober  reason.  They 
wiibed  it  u>  appear  that  Dr.  Logtm  was  the  mis- 
siaaarj'afs  party  in  this  country,  and  (o  establish 
^is  &ct,  ihey  seem  to  be  willing  to  go  all  lengths. 
FaJtebood  would,  ho weTer,  always  recoil  upon  its 
aDthoc.  For  his  part,  he  saw  no  offence  which 
bd  been  comtnitted  by  Dr.  Logan ;  but  tbe  coi 
Uiiy;  and  be  could  neTer  consent  to  punish 
HUD  for  endearoring  to  promote  his  country 
poi,  tbouffh  he  should  be  glad  to  punish  all  wi 
aileaToted  to  injure  it,  by  involring  the  country 
u>«it.  He  had  always  thought  the  iaieution 
wiUivbichan  aci  was  done^  conaiituted  iu  orimfl 
Diimioeenee.  Mr.  McD.  condemned  the  latitude 
ulowed  to  the  courts ;  and,  after  a  few  other 
obterrition^  concluded  by  saying  that  the  genUe- 
raaa  from  MaiyUnd,  instead  of  being  angry  widt 
the  gendeman  from  New  York,  for  oppoeUBs  this 
bill,  ought  to  have  thanked  him,  sinoe  it  afiorded 
him  an  apportunity  of  makiiig  his  speech  about 
ui  motitercinb. 

Mr.  Q&LLATiN  obserrad,  that  a  number  of  ludi- 
crou  ciraumstances  bod  atleikded  this  discussion. 
Poetietl  qaotatioBs  had  been  produced  vra  and 
cM.ThegentletiuuafromHiwucblH«tts(Mr.OTia) 
ud  pretended  to  poasess  the  gift  of  prophecy,  by 
nyiDg  that  if  even  a  memorial  should  have  besn  pre- 
Kntedbythegentieoun  lately  in  France,  it  would 
wnbiless  contain  certain  sentiments;  audit  now 
war*,  from  bis  own  confesKion,  that  it  was  only 


as  the  production  of  Dr.  Logan.  The  genilemui 
from  South  Carolina  had  told  tbe  House,  that  it 
was  by  pursuing  some  of  bis  thread*  of  conspii^ 
~  ~y  that  he  bad  come  in  possession  of  that  moat 

portant  paper,  and  it  now  seems  that  his  ing^ 
BUity  and  aolirity  have  only  led  him  in  the  pursuit 
of  a  phantom ;  lo-day,  the  House  had  b««D  told 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Dennis,) 
that  this  bilt  was  brought  in,  in  order  to  prevent  tbe 
introdnction  of  atheism,  philosophy,  politics,  and 
metaphysics,  which-issue  from  tbe  mother  club  in 
Paris;  and  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr. 
Allen)  tells  us,  that  if  we  do  not  pass  so  many 
bills  per  day,  that  section  of  tbe  peMple  aoHwiwn 
who  sit  in  the  galleries  ought  to  drive  us  from 

IT  sots. 

Mr.  Q.  said,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  find  anv  arga< 
ments  in  support  of  the  bill,  in  what  baa  faJleM 
from  the  gentlemen  fiom  Massachusetts,  South 
Carolina,  or  Maryland.  So  far  as  he  could  nn- 
derstand,  they  appeared  to  think  the  bill  neces- 
sary only  on  account  of  the  present  situation  of 
Europe,  or  on  account  of  what  they  call  Dr.  Lo- 
gan's mission. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  bad,  indeed, 
taken  a  ground  to  himself,  and  told  the  House  that 
there  was  a  disposition  in  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try to  join  an  invading  enemy ;  but  did  not  seem 
to  be  supported  in  that  honorable  seniiment  bf 
many  of  ms  friends.  ' 

In  relation  to  Europe  it  i*  said,  tbet  it  is  not  by 
war,  bat  by  an  inierference  in  their  internal  OoV- 
ernmentSjthat  Franceatlacks  the  coan  tries  which 
she  wishes  to  subdne.  In  supfwrt  of  this.  ffeDll»> 
men  refer  to  the  decree  passed  in  1793,  wnich  be 
believed  had  sines  been  repealed.  On  this  bc< 
count  tbe  gentleman  spoke  of  the  wild  beasts  of 
Ireland,  of  Holland,  SwizerUnd,  Italy,  and  the 
Mamel a kes,  confounding  in  a  common  masseverjr 
act  of  that  Ooverntnent,  whether  done  in  pursait 
of  an  open  war,  or  by  a  more  insidious  attack. 

Mr,  O-  ssid,  he  was  not  disposed  to  apologias 
for  tbe  conduct  of  France  in  her  treatment  of  for- 
eign countries.  If  be  were  to  eouult  his  own 
feelings,  he  perhaps  felt  as  mncb  as  to  tbe  fate  of 
certain  countriesas  anjr  other  genilemaa  possibly 
could ;  but,  at  thesame  time,  he  went  rather  (krther 
back  in  bis  views  of  the  subject,  and  recollected 
but  too  well  the  ccwdnct  of  foreign  Powers  in  re- 
lation to  some  of  tbe  coantries  alluded  to,  at  a 
period  far  antecedent  to  any  rev tdutionary  system. 
Yet  it  is  said,  that  such  conduct  is  the  effect  of  n 
o^  system]  a  system  which  mnst  be  opposed  by 
measures  of  an  extraordinarv  nature.  Mr.  Q.  said 
be  cared  less  about  the  bill  than  about  the  priftci- 
1^1  but,  when  be  saw  bills  Kronndedon  principles 
whieh  ate  iaadmiaaible  in  this  country,  and  under 

CceienceefrepetliDgnewrevotntionary  principles, 
e  began  to  feel  a  different  kind  of  alarm  from 
that  fdt  by  the  friends  of  this  bill. 

Iju(  year,  the  House  was  told  that  tbe  alien 
and  sedition_laws  were  necessary  for  onrdefencei 
They  were  passed;  now,  said  Mr.  O.,  we  are  asked 
to  go  a  step  farther;  we  are  c^ed  to  legislata  oa 


.dbyGoogle 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


H.ofR.] 


Utwrpation  of  EjkcuHvc  Authority. 


[Ja 


r,  1799. 


a  snbjeci,  ia  order  to  citch  the  public  opinion,  on 
which  DO  nation  ever  before  legislated,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  effects,  at  is  said,  of  the  mother  dub, 
and  its  disciple*  and  emissaries. 

If,  said  Mi.  G.,  wc  are  to  l^islate  on  such  ar- 
guments as  these,  what  ia  [he  bind  of  measure  we 
may  not  be  called  upon  to  a^opt  7  Under  color 
of  prcTeating  inDOTations.  we  may,  said  be,  go  on 
to  undermine  the  principles  of  our  common  law, 


!  calculated  to  produce,  stop 
here;  or  at  least,  beforethey  propose  such  measures, 
{HOTe  the  facts  which  they  say  exi.st  on  the  other 
side  of  the  water. 

Id  relation  to  Europe,  he  would  stale  that  as  to 
the  conduct  of  Prance,  there  was  nothing  new  in 
it  Tbepractice  spoken  of  did  nol  originate  with 
them.  The  endeavor  of  the  combined  Powers  of 
Europe  to  introduce  a  new  form  of  GoTernment 
ia  Prance,  was  as  much  an  interference  for  the  de- 
struction of  national  self-^vernmeoC,  as  any  part 
of  the  conduct  of  Prance  had  been.  Indeed,  the 
eonduct  of  those  combined  Powers  towardsFrance 
and  Poland, gave  rise  to  these  arbitrary  principles. 

Gentlemen  say  that  by  the  decree  which  France 
passed  in  1792,  it  was  their  object  to  encouiasre 
insurreciioDs  under  every  Giovernmenl.  Mr.  G. 
did  not  see  why  he  ought  to  be  more  afraid  of  a 
DAtion  who  passed  a  decree  to  this  effect,  than  of  a 
nation  who  acted  upon  the  principle  without  a 
decree.  He  saw  no  difference  netweea  a  civil  war 
supported  by  England  in  the  Vendee,  and  a  civil 
war  snpported  by  France  in  Ireland.  He  was  far 
from  justifying  any  of  these  interferences;  but  he 
believed  Great  Britain,  ««  welt  as  France,  had  en- 
deavored to  do  as  much  mischief  as  she  was  able 
to  do  in  this  way.  But  he  could  draw  no  reason 
from  this  coodnct,  why  Congrew  should  pass  a 
law  of  this  kind. 

With  respect  to  the  disposition  of  the  people  of 
thiscountry,  he  would  say  but  little.  The  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  seems  convinced  that  there 
ate  a  great  numberofpersoDsiD  this  country  ready 
to  join  an  invading  enemy.  He  was  far  from  be- 
lieving this;^nd  he  thought  the  gentleman  ought 
to  have  had  some  better  proof  of  it,  before  he  made 
the  declaration  so  roundly,  than  the  resolution  of 
a  certain  part  of  the  country  disapproving  of  two 
of  the  lawsof  the  last  session  of  Congress,  If  (hat 
gentleman  could  not  distinguish  the  difference  be- 
tween resolutions  of  this  kind,  and  a  desire  to  join 
aa  invading  army,  for  the  purpose  of  oTerturning 
the  Government,  he  must  be  ready  for  establishing, 
by  law,  the  doc  trine  of  passive  obedience  and  niAi- 
resisiance. 

Mr.  G.  was  not  himself  much  alarmed  that  these 
revolutionary  principles,  which  appear  so  greatly 
to  frighten  other  gentlemen,  would  make  much 
t)rogre!<s  in  this  country ;  for  even  supposing,  as  gen- 
tlemen say,  that  missionaries  have  been  sent  here 
for  this  purpose,  what  has  heretofore  been  their 
success?  Let  us  examine  our  situation,  said  he, 
for  several  years  back,  and  we  shall  1^  obliged  to 
say,  that  so  far  from  progressing  in  a  revolutionary 
way,  we  have  adopted  the  contrary  course,  and 


have  nerer  &iled  every  year,  and  year  after  year, 
to  coDcenlrate  some  new  power  in  the  Executive. 
As  to  the  other  ground  which  gentlemen  hatt 
taken,  viz :  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Lc^n  whilst  in 
France,  he  scarcely  knew  bow  to  treat  this  pari  ti 
the  subject.  He  had  supposed  the  genllemaa  cod- 
cerned  in  this  memorial  would  not  ag^in  hare 
brought  it  before  the  House.  What  have  ihev 
done?  Instead  of  explaining  the  manner  ia  whien 
they  got  the  memorial,  they  still  speak  ambig- 
uously. The  gentleman  from  South  Carolini 
says,  an  Eastern  gentleman  brought  it  from  Paiis, 
that  he  gave  it  to  another  gentleman  who  seat  it 
to  an  acquaintance  of  his  in  this  city;  who  gave  it 
to  him.  Why  this  mystery  7  Why  not  say  « 
once  how  it  came  7  He  would  endeavor  to  assist 
gentlemen  in  this  respect.  Since  the  memoriil 
was  introduced  he  had  learnt  that  the  memoTial 
was  known,  had  been  communicated  by  that  sc- 
quaintance  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroliu 
to  a  number  of  members  of  this  House,  who  were 
of  the  same  polilicswith  the  gentleman  from  Scntli 
Carolina,  and  his  acquaintance.  Thus  it  was  Gnl 
shown  to  Mr.  A,  who  would  have  nothing  to  da 
with  it ;  then  to  Mr.  B,  who  was  not  satisfied  <ritli 
the  proofs  of  its  bein?  Dr.  Logan's  work;  thea  to 
Mr.  C,  who  would  take  time  to  consider  of  it ;  mil 
yi  it  went  all  round  the  alphabet,  till  it  finaJlT 
came  into  the  hands  of  Messrs.  X  and  Y,  (OrrB  and 
Habfeb,)  theuDofficialagentson  tfaisfioor  of  their 
Bcqaaintance,  OUT  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations. 
And  tbey  had  done  the  business  in  so  buagliDgi 
manner,  that  it  was  very  likely  he  would  novdL»- 
avow  them;  since  the  gentleman  from  South  CiF' 
olina  did  not  dare  to  say  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  had  shown  the  paper  privately  to  biiD,  but 
made  use  of  general  andambiguouseipreasioni.    - 

As  to  the  memorial  itself,  he  did  not  undeistaod 
what  gentlemen  had  said  on  the  subieel.  Tbis 
fact  is  certain,  that  it  was  put  into  their  bsads, 
and  they  did  not  know  very  well  what  to  do  with 
it.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  says,  that 
either  Dr.  Logan  did  present  the  memorial,  which 
was  a  bad  one,  or  refused  to  present  a  metnorial 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  his  triends,  was  a  good 
one.  What  argument  is  there  in  this7  He  woald 
reverse  tbe  gentleman's  statement,  and  say,  that 
either  he  refused  to  present  a  memorial  which  his 
enemies  think  bad,  or  did  present  a  memorial  which 
his  friends  think  good.  But  both  gentlemen  say, 
there  ia  a  great  similarity  between  this  memontl 
and  the  letter  which  Dr.  Logan  has  published.  Mr, 
G.  could  readily  believe  this.  Mr.  Codman  doubt- 
less knew  the  Doctor's  aenttmeats  pretty  generally, 
and  be  would  insert  such  in  his  memorial  as  be 
would  be  likely  to  approve ;  but,  because  someof 
the  sentiments  are  similar,  he  could  not  see  howan 
argument  conld  be  drawn  from  thence  that  the 
memorial  was  presented. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  stated  tM 
conduct  of  Dr.  Logan  as  extremely  mysterious; 
that  he  did  not  know  what  it  was;  yei  he  informe* 
the  House  that  his  conversation  with  influep'"' 
characters  was  with  (Aree  members  of  the  Direc- 
tory. How  did  the  gentleman  get  this  fact  1  'he 
public  had  been  told  by  Dr.  Lt^n  that  Mr,  Cod- 
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mui  iia  correspondeDl  or  this  ffenilemkn.  Per- 
haps be  hu  got  th^infonuaiion  fraro  him;  but  he 
ought  not  to  tar  '!>*>  *''^  coodact  of  the  Doctor 
is  mjstertoos,  when  he  seems  to  know  ao  much 
more  about  it  than  aaybody  elae. 

The  gentiemaji  fiom  South  Carolioa  bad  taken 
I  differeni  grouod ;  he  believed,  not wiihataa ding 
all  that  had  beeu  said  to  ibe  contrary,  that  the  me- 
moTial  wai  written  and  presented  b^  Dr.  Logao. 
Mr.  G.  said  he  did  not  mean  to  dispute  the  belief 
of  that  j^iutlemaD ;  but  he  believed  there  would  be 
no  danbt  in  the  public  mind  on  the  mbject. 

But  llie  gentleman  aald,  it  waa  immaterial  whe- 
ikft  the  memorial  wat  preaentcd  or  uot.  What ! 
■id  Mr.  O.,  cmn  it  be  immaterial  "whether  a  paper 
which  ia  produced  to  prove  that  agenllenkau  is  the 


igcet  of  a  party  in  this  country,  was  not  written 
or  presented  by  him,  but  written  by  a  Federalist, 
the  carrespondent  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 


chnsettEf 

Mj-  G.  said  he  could  not  help  obaerving  that 
ibis  bill  is  so  framed  as  to  include,  in  fuiore,  a 
case  like  Dr.  I>t)gan't,but  not  Mr.  CDdman's,ashe 
f  Doi^  penon  residing  within  the  United  States. 

Ht.  Q.  wished  to  notice  an  obserration  of  the 
gnitlemsn  from  Maancbusetts,  wbo  said,  that  the 
prJDcipJe  guarded  against  br  this  bill  is  of  so 
daagerocs  a  nature,  that  it  had  formerly  produced 
t  war  between  Oreai  Britain  and  Holland.  He 
would  remind  that  gentleman  that  the  cause  of 
that  war  was  not  merely  owing  to  the  sketch  of  • 
tteaiy  having  been  drawn  there  between  itidivi- 
doala  and  this  country,  but  to  the  refusal  of  Hol- 
land A>  disavow  it,  and  to  punish  the  authors  of  it. 
and  particularly  to  iheMsamption  of  Oreat  Britain 
dut  w«  were  rebels,  with  whom  no  nation  could 
titat.  Bat  every  gentleman  must  remember  what 
took  plaee  at  that  lime  in  relation  to  that  country. 
If  it  be  a  crime  in  an  individual  to  do  an  act  of 
this  kiad,  it  is  certainlv  equally  criminal  in  a  Gov- 
emmetii  to  correspond  with  the  individual. 

If  this  principle  be  right,  let  us  recur,  said  he,  to 
what  we  did  with  respect  to  Holland.  Did  not 
Mr  Government  treat,  and  drawashetchof  a  treaty, 
*ith  private  individuals.    A  law  passed  two  years 

X(ror  tbe  relief  of  Oe  Neufville)  which  brought 
ihtse  things  before  us.  Do  we  not  know,  said 
UtQ.,  in  what  high  station,  now.  it  one  of  the  char* 
acten  who  were  involved  on  oar  part  in  that  ue- 
goiiitini  with  iodividuals  in  Holland  7  Mr.  Q. 
said,  he  had  also  stated  the  other  day,  that  our  Ka- 
Toyi  iji  France  bad  treated  with  two  individuals 
whom  they  did  not  know  to  be  anthorized  btr  the 
^cMch  Government,  and  one  of  whom  declared 
he  wu  not 

Mr.  G.  concluded  by  referring  to  the  bill  before 
the  Home  for  further  suspending  the  commercial 
utermnne  with  France,  which,  ne  said,  contained 
a  proviuon  authorizing  the  President  of  tbe  Uni- 
Ud  8uies  to  treat  vrilh  rebels.  And  he  wished 
centlemen  would  attend  lo  their  own  conduct  be- 
fore ihey  attempted  to  criminate  and  punish  that 
or  others. 

Mr.  BAYMDsaid,  it  w«a  with  reluctance  be  rose 
JD  debiu  the  House  at  ao  late  an  hour;  but, to 
he  silent,  would  be  to  give • 


studiously  observed  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, of  speaking  till  the  hour  of  adjournment 
in  order  to  preclude  a  reply,  or,  in  case  of  a  re]>lr, 
that  it  should  meet  the  impatience  and  inattention 
of  the  House.  Thia  practice,  like  manv  of  that 
Kentleman,  in  his  opinion,  might  be  artful  enough, 
but  was  without  candor. 
He  could  hare  no  intention  at  that  late  hour  of 

King  into  tbe  merits  of  the  general  argument,  but 
d  soine  abserrations  to  make  on  a  subject  on 
which  some  gentlemen  affected  much  triumph. 
The  subject  he  alluded  to  was  a  certain  state  papw 
which  bad  been  iutrodiiced  into  the  HousejU  the 
work  of  our  late  spurious  Bdtov  to  the  Freoeb 
Republic.  We  are  told,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  thia  pans 
was  not  drawn  by  the  Envov.  nor  presented  tiT 
him,  but,  that  it  is  the  work  oi  a  certain  Mr.  Go^ 
man.  And  some  gentlemen  seem  to  think  that 
the  prineiplea  of  the  p«pet  are  such  at  their  party 
need  not  be  ashamnl  of.  The  story  fabrieaiad 
about  Mr.  Codmao,  be  aaid,  waa  a  very  pretty  one 
for  the  amusement  of  those  who  were  disposM  lo 
believe  it.  He  had  no  doubt  it  would  meet  tbe 
faith  of  many,  for  there  were  certainly  many  whoM 
credulity  relished  a  strange  fobrieation  better  thaa 
the  plain  truth.  They  tdl  us  the  paper  was  writ- 
ten ny  Mr.  Codman,  and  handed  to  the  Envoy; 
but  he,  alleging  that  he  had  no  public  character, 
and  that  he  went  to  Europe  for  nothing,  declined 
preventing  it.  Proof  had  been  require,  be  aaid, 
that  the  paper  was  the  work  ot  the  Envoy,  and,  in 
his  turn,  he  would  ask  what  evidence  there  waa 
of  the  truth  of  this  story  about  Mr.  Codman?  One 
thing,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  certain,  the  paper  has  an  exist- 
ence; the  only  question  ia  as  to  its  parentage. 

He  would  undertake  to  show  that  it  was  the 
natntml  o&pring  of  the  spurious  Envoy.  His  proof 
was  derived  from  circumstances  connected  with 
evidence  of  the  same  nature  with  that  <m  which 
rested  the  belief  of  our  holy  religion ;  he  meant  the 
internal  evidence  of  the  work  itself.  He  would 
beg  g«illemen  first  to  consider  the  time  when  the 
Envoy  left  the  United  State*,  and  the  suspicions 
under  whith  he  departed ;  they  would  also  remem- 
ber that  he  bad  been  represented  aa  a  man  of  wealth, 
living  in  ease,  araid  every  domestic  comfort.  He 
was  engaged  in  no  mercantile  pursuit ;  he  was  not 
travelling  for  health,  and  yet  we  find  him  auddenly 
embarking  for  Europe,  proceediiic  with  great  haste 
to  Paris,  exposed  to  many  perifs;  ano  could  all 
tliese  things  be  considered,  and  yet  could  it  be 
affirmed  that  tbe  whole  was  without  an  object  1 
Indeed  it  was  scarcely  denied  that  tbe  object  wia 
of  a  political  nature.  The  paper  in  question,  ibra, 
corresponded  with  the  project  of  Uie  Envoy  in 
going  to  Paris.  He  did  not  mean  to  contend  that 
the  papei  was  actually  composed  by  tbe  Envoy, 
not  that  hesuppMedawant  of  will,  but  of  ability, 
for  the  task.  For  anything  he  knew,  the  papar 
might— he  wqnld  not  say  that  it  aaw  th^ight,  but 
might  have  been  nursed  in  the  darkneaa  of  this 
country.  All  that  he  should  insist  on  was,  that 
the  paper  was  presented  to  the  French  QoveAi- 
ment  by  the  Envoy,  and  {hereby  made  his  act. 

Qentleman  say  it  was  preaented  by  Mr.  Cod- 
man.   [Hr.  QALLaTiM  denied  that  he  oi  any  oUwr 
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gendemiD,  (o  hit  knowledge,  had  said  ibe  memtv 
tul  was  presented  by  Mr.  Codman.  He  beiieTed 
that  ii  had  not  been  presented  at  all.  As  to  evi- 
dence, be  had  none,  except  the  word  of  Dr.  Logan 
himself.]  Mr.  B.  said  he  should  take  it  for  granted, 
that  the  memorial  was  presented  by  somebody,  for 
it  was  certainly  not  made  for  nothing.  The  only 
question  was,  who  presented  iti  It  is  attributed 
to  two  persons,  and  our  belief  as  to  the  person 
must  be  directed  by  the  weight  of  eridence  on  the 
subject  He  believed  the  proof  that  it  was  pre- 
sented by  the  Enroy  was  irresistible.  It  corres- 
ponded with  and  accounted  for  every  circumstance 
ofhismysteriousvoyage.  Hebeggedthat  it  would 
be. remembered,  that  gentlemen  on  the  othr-  ''- 
had  H-  -  ' 


inly  admitted,  but  repeatedly  declared, 
""' "   '       '■     ;  thi     ■ 

iug  the  paper  itself,  lo  inquire  by  w'liicb  of  these 


that  Mr.  Codman  was  a  Federalist ;  that  it  was 
pretty  generally  known  that  the  Envoy  was  a 
JtKtibiiri  and  he  should  take  the  liberty,  by  enmin- 


characters  it  was  most  likely  to  have  been  made 
use  of.  It  will  be  found,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  this 
memorial  con  tains  the  most  abominable  falsehoods, 
and  the  most  atrocious  calumnies  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  And  this  fact  should 
be  enough  to  satisfy  us  at  once  that  as  it  could  not 
be  the  work  of  a  Federalist,  it  was  likely  to  be 
the  fmii  of  Jacobin  principles. 

The  writer  seta  out  by  avowing  himself  a  firm 
friend  to  the  principles  of  the  French  Revolution. 
Let  UB  examine  those  principles-  to  see  whether 
(her  are  those  of  a  Federalist.  A  leading  principle, 
■aid  Mr.B.jOf  theRevolution,  was  the  annihilation 
of  all  religion.  We  bad  seen  the  altars  of  our  Sa- 
viour thrown  down,  and  heathenish  temples  ereoi- 
edjm  theii  rains:  the  clergy  of  France  had  been 
nnlversally  obliged  to  renounce  their  creed,  or  to 
ai^er  proscription  or  death.  The  very  calendar  had 
been  changed,  in  order  lo  obliteiaie  the  era,  and 
to  confoand  the  limes  of  Chrisiian  worship.  It 
wasevideni,  he  said,  that  this  principle  of  the  Revo- 
lutioa  eaibraeed  the  project  of  erasing  every  trace 
of  GhriatianUy ;  and  sueh  a  principle,  he  said,  he 
oould  believe  lo  be  the  principle  of  a  Jacobin,  but 
never  of  a  Federalist. 

Another  principle  of  the  French  Revolution 
had  been  the  exercise  of  a  military  despotism  by 
the  Oovcniment — a  despotism  more  violent  and 
Mrocious  in  its  excesses  than  even  the  despotism 
of  the  most  mad  and  brutal  of  Roman  Bmperors — 
im  which  has  shed  oceans  of  blood  and 
laked  invention  in  order  to  multi^y  its 
'  Tiotims  in  a  given  time,  which,  not  satisfied  with 
the  devonring  guillotine,  intiodoeed  noyades  and 
fuselladeSgWhichplunged  hundreds  and  thousands 
into  eternity  at  once — a  despotism  which  has  des- 
olated one  of  the  finest  countries  in  Europe,  and 
BOW  binds  its  inhabitants  in  the  iron  shackles  of 
the  most  arbitrary  tyranny.  The  establishment 
of  such  a  Jaeobinic  power  was  not  among  the  prinr 
eiples  of  a  Federalist  Another  principle  of  the 
French  Revolaiion  was  the  proscription  of  every 
idan  of  wealth,  for  the  jiurpose  of  seiiing  his  pro- 

Krty.    It  was  not  that  the  ancient  uobOity  were 
rmidaUe  to  the  mass  of  the  nation,  and  there- 
fore wece  exiled  or  mardeted;  but  their  powes- 


wbi^rra' 


sions  were  inviting,  and  their  death  or  baDiihinni 
was  the  shortest  title  to  thei^  property.  To  Ibt 
same  cause  may  be  attributed  the  dreadfhl  imniD- 
lalions  of  the  clergy.  The  end  justified  the  maia. 
Money  was  necessary,  and  it  was  not  less  ratM. 
because  it  was  moistened  by  the  tears  of  widowi, 
or  by  the  blood  of  priests. 

Another  prlnei  pie  of  this  Revolution  was  ik 
abolition  of  the  liberty  of  the  press.  There  is 
not  a  press  in  France  exempt  from  the  imaie^- 
ate  control  of  the  Directory ;  there  is  not  a  prinln 
who  dares  to  publish  what  may  give  umbra^K 
the  Government  If  offence  by  accident  was  gino. 
it  was  not  nunisbed  under  the  mild  provisioD  of  ■ 
sedition  bill,  wh'ere  a  jnry  was  to  try,  and  tmtk  it 
innocenee  of  intention  was  a  justification,  bat  the 
summary  process  was  b^un  and  ended  by  a  Ih 
of  soldiers,  who  seised  the  body  ofthe  deliDqntnt, 
and  put  seals  upon  his  preae.  He  should  not  nj 
that  the  Jacobins  of  France  and  the  United  SutM 
resembled  in  thk  point.  The  Jacobim  heie  m 
attached,  not  only  to  the  liberty,  but  the  licentiow- 
ness  of  tbe  press;  and  they  indulge  themselresii 
the  attachment.  He  did  not  mean  to  saf  tiq 
varied  in  principle  from  the  Jacobins  of  Frenv,  \ 
but  circumetances  were  different.  In  France  ibey  ; 
are  in  power,  here  they  are  not  But  "  let  lh«  tiK  I 
AmeTicBD  ebaracier  blaze  forth  at  tbe  elections"—  ' 
theevent  so  devoutly  {Hsyed  for  in  the  memorial-'  ' 
and  he  would  undertake  to  say  the  conBaeriiini 
would  soon  not  leave  one  free  press  in  the  l/oiie' 
States.  "The  troe  American  characler!"  H* 
would  recur  to  the  expression  to  mark  the  sbiw 
of  it.  He  conceived  the  true  American  cbincia 
now  blazing  forth ;  and  hoped  it  never  would  be 
eclipsed  by  the  French  character  blazing  fotll*  >■ 
the  United  States. 

Another  principle  of  the  French  Revolotioo  » 
foreign  conquest  At  no  era  had  any  OovernmUl 
betrayed  a  plainer  intention  of  eetablishiagesnni- 
versal  empire.  The  ambition  of  the  DireclotT 
exceeds  that  of  the  Monarchy,  and  the  meaQi  ot 
extending  their  power  were  more  ptofligai*  ""' 
unprincipled.  The  sovereignty  of  no  Stale  ioBo- 
rope  had  been  respected.  The  form  of  their  Gov- 
ernment was  indifferent  Republics  wets^eqaallf 
with  Monarchies,  the  prey  of  their  devontingan>- 
bition.  Whatever  was  eontempiible  in  ienigna, 
whatever  was  detestable  in  hypocrisy,  whaievM 
wae  vile  in  the  basest  deceit,  were  the  means  bf 
which  theFrenoh  Government  aecomplisbwl iwi 
ends.  Wheretheirdesis:nsweretheb6w:k«t,iliat 
caresses  were  most  profuse.  With  a  OoTemntenl 
at  home  the  most  arbitrary,  they  pretmded  to  urrr 
liberty  into  forei^  countries.  Liberty  and  ttiau- 
ity  were  the  tn^c  sounds  by  which  they  had  htfv 
enabled  to  conquer,  {dunder,  and  oppress,  mareD^ 
tions  than  by  the  bayonet.  Tbe  lower  clwiei  « 
society  were  eajolea  by  [he  most  splendid  fP"^ 
iats,  and  were  seldom  raffered  to  aw«keD  from 
their  dream  of  neatness,  till  the  manacles  of  the* 
selves  and  fellow  countrymen  were  completely 
ri  vetted.  , 

Snch.sftidMr.B.,are  the  princinlee  of  the  French 

Revolution— the  principles  to  which  '^^^'j'f  ? 
the  paper  inquestton  avows  hiiaaelf  the  firm  rnend- 
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Mr.  Codman  did  doI  write  the  raamoriiL  but  tliat 
it  mu  the  work  of  a  Jftoobin. 

Ur.  B.  thea  read  that  msmsc  of  the  memorial 
which  aoeaks  of  the  blood  of  the  pretent  people  of 
Fiuee  wring  flowed  ia  the  Mine  ctuusael  with 
ihai  of  the  Americaas.  Thii,  Mid  he,  is  aa  abso- 
lete  ftkrhood,  aad  therefore  eoald  never  have 
eoDK  from  a  FaderalieL  There  i«  ntd  a  French- 
Ban  MW  in  Franoa  who  erer  ipiit  a  drop  of  blood 
ia  ilus  anaatrj.  The  ceaaroua  Frnaehiaen  who 
ipilitheir  blood  in  our  defeiKa,and  Jived  to  ntura 
U  iheii  eouotry,  hare  all  been  mordered  or  exiled 
ia  (be  eoone  of  ihe  ReToluiion.  It  waa  in  the 
imT^and  not  ia  th«  Direetorial  Palace,  that  Amer- 
ica WW  to  look  for  her  French  friends. 

He  would  appeal  to  the  oandor  of  geatlemen, 
lod  the  enlightened  tenie  of  the  country,  for  the 
trolh  of  his  raoMrk.  He  would  aak  the  que*- 
tian  plainly,  To  whon  was  this  country  iadebted 
f«r  toe  lerriecs  which  Frnnea  rendered  ua  in  the 
lue  wv  1  Aod  he  would  nndenake  to  answer  it 
u  pLainif :  It  waa  lo  the  Klng^ad  next  to  him 
to  tbe  (lueeo,  of  France.  The  King  had  thea  the 
entire  power  of  the  nation  ia  kit  hands.  The  peo- 
ple migblhaTe  been  kind  in  their  wiihes,but  wiihei 
were  M  ihey  could  bestow.  Had  [he  King  willed 
il,Bota  French  Mddier  could  hare  ever  pat  bin 
foot  on  our  shore.  The  troops  sent  here  were  the 
King's  Boldiei9 — the  money  lent  was  the  King's 
tKMure.  It  wait  lo  the  King  we  owed  ereiyibing ; 
ud,  while  he  was  in  power,  it  tras  lo  him  we  were 
dupoM^  lo  attribute  and  pay  ererjrthing. 

He  wonld  ask  by  what  nagio  it  was  that  the 

C'tude  due  lo  the  Uoaaich  was  uosferred  to 
anrderer*?  It  waa  impossible  to  look  orer 
the  lace  i^  France,  aad  diseorei  ooe  puUic  char- 
Kicivkich  the  principles  of  ^titode  did  not  bind 
this  eooBiiy  to  aaiesi.  Qreiitude  was  due  to  the 
perwD,  aad  not  to  the  oSiee ;  and  though  the  Di- 
Tsctoiy  had  inoeeeded  to  the  power  ofLoais,  yet, 
atiiDg  to  the  seu  stained  with  the  blood  of  the 
pni  frioid  oi  oar  country,  ihcy  must  be  objects 
nf  our  ^honcBce,  or  else  we  uott  ntntodon  all 
RttatioDs  to  gratitude.  He  wa*  obliged  to  con- 
ns, with  a  seatiment  of  humiliation,  that  when 
Ike  •eaffold  wa*  reeking  with  the  Mood  of  oar  ben* 
efaetar,  the  ereat  exeitad  in  America  mote  joy 
than  borror.  He  could  wish  to  find  an  ezrase  in 
the  delirium  of  the  momeat ;  atkd  now  the  nation 
had  retaraed  to  its  sober  acBtes,  he  presumed  its 
giatiisde  would  be  bestowed  do  its  pnoer  objects. 

He  wu  Boi  afraid  of  adrocatin^  the  truth  on 
(kit  subject,  thongh  he  might  again  be  called  a 
MouucLUi.  Names  were  inai^i£caot,  and  let 
■  nua  be  called  what  be  might,  he  oontd  never 
suffer  in  publie  opinion  for  mpportinr  the  truth.    - 

Hr,  B.  next  read  the  pasMge,  in  wnich  the  wri- 
tM  »i*  he  cotild  neither  iinpnte  the  Uame  of  the 
ezistiac  dispute  to  the  one  QoTemment  nos  to  tbe 
oih^r.  WooU  a  Federalist  say  this?  asked  Hr. 
B-  Siace  the  conuMnecment  of  the  Rerolotion, 
hare  not  dte  people  of  this  comKry  constantly  eri- 
wiesd  a  strong  partiality  in  fhvor  of  the  French 
amt    Has  not  tka  Goferwnwt  •crapsloody 


origin  of  the  present  dispute,  has  any  step  been 
neglected  on  our  part  which  eoold  lead  to  a  rccon- 
cilialionl  Has  not  the  Goveromeat  suffered,  in 
silence,  till  the  bitter  cup  of  wrongs  and  contumely 
was  filled  to  the  brim  l—lill  the  wounded  spirit  of 
the  couniry  was  at  length  roused  to  resistance  by 
the  danger  of  annihilation  1 

Smarting  with  the  stiag  of  the  many  iasnlis  ww 
hare  received,  was  not  the  Goremment  willing 
still  to  jNstponc  the  joet  claims  of  oar  citizens  for 
indomaity  for  injwies  done  them,  and  were  not 
adrancei  made  under  erery  form  of  respect,  io> 
wards  a  settlement  of  difereoees,  upon  princifdea 
bono raUe  and  beneficial  to  France  7  And  now 
were  these  adranees  treated?  With  a  contempt 
proportioned  to  our  formei  sijbmission,  and  in  a 
manner  which  could  be  borne  onljAy  a  base  and 


neiihet 
whieb 


of  the  Goremmeata?  It  was  language 
suited  the  timuth  of  the  Envoy,  but  could  n 
ceed  from  tbe  lips  of  a  Federalist 

Mr.  B.  next  took  notice  of  the  expression  "  eu* 
emies  of  France  and  America."  -  It  was  manifest, 
he  said,  that  this  was  applied  to  the  Oovernment 
of  the  United  States ;  Mcaiue,  in  another  part  of 
the  memorial,  where  England  alone  was  meant, 
the  expression  was,  the  enemies  of  France.  Now, 
he  would  ask,  whether  it  was  credible  that  a 
Federalist  would  assert  that  the  Gtovenment  waa 


testable  calumny,  aad  could  never  have  ptoewded 
from  any  one  but  a  Jacolnn.  It  correeponded 
with  the  grimace  of  the  French  Gorenimeni  and 
the  cant  of  American  Jacobins,  which  equally  af- 
fected an  exclusive  attachment  to  the  rights  of 
tbe  people, 

Mr.  B.  next  alluded  to  that  part  of  the  memo- 
rial which  speuks  of  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferson. 
He  a^ed  how  Mr.  Codman  could  know  anythinc 
about  the  sentiments  of  that  geatlaman  7    He  had 


uwbeen  fbr  yearsin  this  country,  and,  aa  he  wh> 
Federalist,  it  aaighl  wfely  be  tdied  on  that  ha 
waa  not  a  aorresfmdenl  of  Ur.  Jeflersm's.  Now, 
it  was  extremely  likehr  that  the  Envoy  was  in 
poeacssion  of  Ur.  JeSoson'a  seatinMnla.  They 
were  iatiowte  previously  to  the  departtire  of  tbo 
Envoy  I  it  was  genemlly  tmdetaKKid  that  thera 
was  mnch  intercomse  b«tw««n  them ;  and  it  waa 
said  by  many,  and  aetually  believed  bj  some,  that 
the  Envoy  not  only  carried  with  him  the  optnlona, 
but  also  the  credentials  of  Mr.  JefilersoD. 

He  coneetTed  that  this  reference  to  a  personal 
knowledge  of  the  seatimeoti  of  Ur.  JriTerson  dis- 
proved the  rabricetioD  with  respect  to  Codman, 
and  {listened  the  production  upon  some  eonnexi<» 
of  the  Envoy's.  Mr.  B.  said,  that  one  passage  in 
this  Slate  paper  bad  been  relied  on  with  a  degrea 
or  triumph.  He  referred  id  that  in  which  it  waa 
stated  by  the  Enroy  that,  in  case  of  invasitu, 
their  party  wonld  oppose  the  invadeia.  Thrre  is, 
to  be  sure,  aaid  he:  great  merit  in  this  declaratinn. 
Thay  aay  to  Franee :  "  Captoic  our  vaasals ;  dv 
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■troy  ova  commerce ;  raiti  our  merchanU ;  eitin 
ffuitb  the  loutces  of  public  reTenue ;  lay  your  em 
Dargoes;  imprison  our  seamen;  insult  aod  tram 
pie  upon  the  rights  of  tbe  nation  abroad ;  but  doa' 
bring  an  armj'  among  us,  because  tbeo  we  can  ni. 
louKer  boodwiok  the  people ;  they  will  then  see 
ana  feel  for  themselves ;  they  caa'i  be'deceired  at 
to  the  cause  of  what  they  suffer,  and,  in  conse- 
quence, our  party  will  be  ruined.  The  people 
will  then  perceive  that  the  interest  of  the  Got- 
etnmeat  and  their  own  is  the  same  thing ;  and  all 
our  clamor  can  never  coovinee  them  that  it  is 
better  to  be  governed  by  Freoch  bayoaets  thau 
American  \e.w.  We  shall  be  deserted  and  anni- 
hilated; we  must  fall  never  lo  rise  again."  Such 
Mr.  B.  understood  to  be  the  true  conslructioa  of 
this  boasted  declaration,  and  he  had  the  charity 
to  allow  the  geutleiffeD  tbe  whole  merit  which  be- 
loDged  to  ii.    # 

Hr.  B.  said,  that  there  was  a  Eentiment  in  the 
paper  equatly  base  and  false.  He  referred  to  the 
assertion  that  the  French  were  the  deliverers  of  this 
couolty.  Our  delivery,  he  said,  was  owing  to  tbe 
energy  and  patriotism  of  our  own  citizens.  He 
considered  the  assertion  as  an  impious  slander 
upon  the  blood  of  those  heroes  who  fell  In  the  Re- 
volutionary war.  It  was  not  until  America  had 
demonstrated  that  (hey  were  capable  of  effectual 
resistance,  by  the  capture  of  a  large  British  army, 
that  French  aid  was  offered  to  the  country.  The 
war  probably  might  have  been  prolonged  without 
thai  aid ;  but  the  nation  had  spirit  enough — and 
that  WHS  all  that  was  necessary — to  accomplish 
their  independence  without  French  assistance. 

Mr.  R  said,  there  was  one  other  passage  in  the 
memorial  of  so  much  meaning  and  design,  that 
he  should  troable  the  House  with  some  observa- 
tions upon  it.  It  Bt  once  marked  the  source  from 
whence  the  paper  came,  arid  furnished  a  key  to 
the  novel  and  mvsterious  embassy.  He  referred 
to  that  part  in  which  the  Envoy  so  feelingly  ap- 
peals to  tbe  interest  of  the  French  Government, 
"  to  allow  the  true  American  character  lo  blaze 
forth  at  the  ensuing  elections."  The  Envoy  knew, 
what  tbe  party  are  sensible  o^  that  their  actions 
had  so  associated  them  in  public  opinion  with  the 
French  cause,  that  their  popuUrity  must  sink  as 
that  declined.  French  popularity  was  (heir  popu- 
larity; and  it  was  well  known  that  ever?  man 
who  was  cured  of  the  Gallic  mania  was  lost  to 
their  parly.  The  enormous  ajcgressiuns  and  ha- 
mitiattng  insulia  committed  on  me  country  by  the 
French  began  to  recall  the  senses  of  the  most  in- 
fatneted.  Goaded  into  resistance,  the  nation  had 
at  last  roused,  taken  up  the  gauntlet,  and  bid  defi- 
ance to  her  adversary.  In  the  attitude  we  then 
stood,  one  blow  from  France  would  have  placed 
the  nation  in  a  state  of  geaeial  hostility.  This 
was  the  event  deprecated  oy  the  portv,  because  a 
war  with  France  would  necessarily  obliterate 
every  trace  of  Freoch  influence,  and  toeziinguish 
the  attacbmeat  to  France  was  to  annihilate  the 
party.  To  resist  (be  war  was  (ocontendfor  their 
exbience.  We  are  not,  therefore  to  be  surprised 
if  they  should  prefer  the  pillage  of  our  commerce, 
tbe  prostration  of  national  character,  or  even  the 


imposition  of  a  tribute,  to  a  state  of  war.  Ontlie 
other  hand,  a  great  object  presented  itwlf  to  tlnH 
who  sent  the  Envoy.  They  knew  that  oar  citi- 
zens  were  peaceable  in  their  tempers,  iodusmoiu 
in  their  habits,  and,  however  willing,  ia  cut  ti 
extremity,  toabandon  ererylhing  tor  the  defeDH 
of  the  country,  yei  that  pace  was  desirable  <g 
them,  and  that  if  it  could  be  obtained  by  xhm 
party,  while  it  cast  an  odium,  or  at  least  a  snsfi- 
cioo,  on  the  conduct  of  the  Adminisiraiioa,  woald 
at  once  reinstate  French  influence,  and  restnt 
French  favorites  to  public  esteem.  The  Enrof 
might  well  flatter  himself  with  a  cordisl  reeep- 
tion.  He  went  to  represent  a  party  against  lit 
Government.  It  opened  a  noble  field  for  diplo- 
matic skill.  A  more  auspicious  event  never  uv- 
sented  itself  to  French  iiKrigue.  It  ptomiied  to 
accomplishthegreaC  object  of  their  policy  inevoy 
country — to  separate  the  Government  from  tbe 
people ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  divide  the  people 
among  themselves — which  might  ultimately  rai- 
der them  a  cheap  prey  to  French  ambition.  It 
enabled  them  to  say,  "  We  do  not  go  (a  war  wiili 
the  good  people  of  America,  but  only  wilk  lilt 
Government,  tbe  pensioners  of  Pitt." 

This  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  B.  said,  vras  Ju^ 
tified  by  tbe  passage  of  tbe  memorial  which  he 
had  last  cited. 

I[  was  thought  that  peace  was  popular,  and  if 
denied  to  the  Government  and  grants!  to  a  party, 
it  would  strip  the  Government  of  public  fsvor 
and  support,  and  confer  it  on  the  party.  It  wu 
thus  that  the  true  American  character  wu  tt 
blaze  forth  at  the  approaching  elections,  whtn  t 
grateful  people  were  to  reward  the  parly  wliiclt 
obtained  peace,  and  the  power  which  graoted  it. 
He  believed  that  this  was  a  great  object  of  the 
embassy :  lo  procure  for  the  party  the  populari- 
ty of  peace-makers,  which  should  operate  on  ike 
eleclions  which  were  approaching.  He  wouU 
not  sajr  that  the  nation  had  escaped  the  precipice 
to  which  this  affitir  exposed  them,  because  the 
danger  might  not  yet  have  passed  away.  I(  *■* 
impossible  to  foresee  what  consequences  nighl 
have  followed,  if  France  had  offered  the  Envoy 
certain  terms  of  accommodation,  which  in  them- 
selves were  acceptable  (o  the  people.  Could  the 
Government  have  accepted  of  them,  knowing 
they  had  been  denied  to  them  in  order  lo  be  grant- 
ed lo  a  party  ;  would  it  not  be  allowing  a  foreign 
Government  to  erect  a  minority  in  this  country  , 
ito  a  ruling  power,  and  thereby  to  establish  u 
flueoce  among  ui  destructive  of  our  independ* 
...ice "}  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  ihii  m 
the  doremmenl  to  accept  terms  of  peace  refused 
to  themselves,  and  designedly  granted  to  a  party, 
would  be  an  act  (he  most  disgraceful  and  dangerous 
their  power  to  commit.  And  yet,  perhaps,  (o 
discard  them  might  inflame  the  spirit  of  patty  W 
a  height  which  might  be  attended  with  the  mMl 
deplorable  consequences  to  (he  country-  Baen, 
said  Mr,  B.  is  the  danger  lo  which  ihe  presump- 
tion, the  folly,  or  criminality,  of  an  individiiil 
might  expose  us.  It  proved  the  expediency  oiw 
present  law.  Mr.  B.  said,  he  should  make  no  w- 
ther  oboerratioBB  oo  this  Suie  piper,  as  it  bu 
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becB  called.  He  believed  be  ksd  said  eoouKfa  to 
poioi  QUI  liie  source  from  which  it  came,  aaa  the 
object  11  was  deaigned  lo  accumplisb. 

Before  he  sal  down,  he  hoped  he  should  be 
ioduked,  DotwitbsiandlDg  the  lateness  of  liie  hour, 
in  a  few  otKeiratioos  on  what  bad  fallea  from  the 

¥'Dlleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Livinostoh.) 
baimDilemaD  had  beenabsenidutiog  the  greater 
part  oT  ibe  time  that  the  preseDt  bill  had  been  uq- 
der  debate.  And  recollecting  what  had  happened 
onaforuet  occasion,  he  had  presumed  the  gentle- 
man had  aeaiu  hastened  to  save  the  uatiou,  stored 
wiib  kaowledge,  not  £impl]r  the  fruits  of  his  own 
iffldusiry,  but  oT  the  researches  of  many  other  head! 
equall)'  wise,  goreiaed  by  principles  equally  pa- 

He  confessed,  therefore,  he  looked  for  mueb 
edification.  He  expected  a  great  speech.  He  was 
Kepaiing  lo  yield  to  an  iavolvntary  couriction. 
But  what  was  his  disappointment,  when,  after 
patieotlv  atlendine  to  the  geailemau  for  more 
ihaiL  half  an  hour,  ne  found  he  had  □oihins  to  tell 
Ibe  House,  but  a  story  about  a  boiled  cook  and  a 
roasted  heittic.  Believiug,  in  the  end,  that  the 
geatlemaa  designed  oply  to  amuse  the  House,  he 
eipected  he  would  have  gone  on  with  the  stories 
of  Tom  Thumb  and  of  Jack  the  Qiaat  Killer. 
His  ipeech  would  then  have  been  divided  into 
co-oidiuste  parts,  all  having  equal  application  to 
ilie  subject  under  discossioo.  But,  said  iAt.  B., 
perhaps  he  was  mistaken.  The  speech  which 
was  deliTered  might  be  designed  simply  aa  an 
apoltfy  for  oue  which  was  lo  be  published.  As 
uia  bid  ODce  happened,  it  might  again  oci 
sod  pcnubly  the  world   be  iaitemaiaed  for 


Mt.  B.  said,  he  should  trouble  the  House  no 
Im^n.  He  had  not  risen  for  the  purpose  of  eo- 
ttnng  npoB  a  regular  discussion  of  the  subject 
before  tlie  House,  but  for  the  purpose  of  maiung 
UK  remarks  he  had  submitted  upon  some  matters 
iBttodaced  into  the  debate,  though  not  properly 
belonging  to  it. 

,  Mr.  f{icHoi.as  said,  he  should  not  apologize  for 
"^  St  10  late  an  hour;  when  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  ^k,  he  would  speak;  but  if  he  wanted  an 
^V^"^,  be  should  cetuinly  bare  it  in  (be  con- 
duct at  the  geutlcman  from  Ddawaie,  who,  after 
cbaigiof  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylrauia  with 
^n«  »  ^)eech  at  a  late  hour,  that  it  might  not 
be  sniveled,  had  certainly  made  one  which  he 
could  only  hare  made  under  such  an  expectation. 

Mr.  N.  wondered  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
Md  not  been  warned  by  the  conduct  of  his  friend 
ftomMawachu*etis.{Mr.  Otis,)  who  had  [ffedici- 
N,at  a  tine  when  he  aunposed  this  paper  would 
Mt  be  produced  to  the  House,  that  if  any  memo- 
tisl  ihould  haie  been  presented  by  Dr.  Logan,  ii 
voold  probably  be  such  an  one  aa  would  serve 
fsibet  lo  raise  his  chamcter  than  otherwise;  who 
IS  now  obliged  to  confess  that  he  had  at  the  time 
wai  the  DKmorial,  and  who  is  yet,  out  of  respect 
^  0^  party,  to  giTe  it  a  diflereut  character.  Now 
■M  ^tleman  ima  Delaware  insisia  that  thi  me- 
*>onu  was  not  wiiUea  by  a  Fedanliat,  aod  haa 


adduced  a  number  of  reasons  in  support  of  his  be- 
lief. What,  said  Mr.  N.,  will  be  tliis  gentleman's 
situation,  if,  hereafter,  this  paper  should  really 
appeat  to  hare  been  written  by  .\lr.  Codmao,  a 
Federalist,  and  that  it  never  was  preaeuied?  He 
will  Dot  surely,  in  that  ease,  be  iacliaed  to  throw 
a  respectable  character  out  of  the  ranks  of  Feder- 
alisui,  and  yet  he  would  be  puzzled  to  avoid  it. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  says,  the 
writer  of  ibis  memorial  could  not  have  beea  a 
Federalist,  because  he  justifies  the  principles  »f 
the  Frencn  Revolution.  This  gentteman  forgela 
one  thing,  that  though  men  may  class  together 
under  the  same  name,  they  may  diSer  very  inata- 
rially  in  opinion,  and  that  among  Federalists  some 
may  be  Monarchists  whilst  others  are  Republi- 
cans. If  there  are  men  of  the  former  description, 
Ssnd  he  realty  believed  there  are/)  they  certainly 
o  not  like  the  principles  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion; but  he  had  proof  before  him  that  there  are 


to  was  the  Answer  of  the  late  Pretident  of  the 
United  States,  (whom  the  gentleman  would  not 
deny  is  a  good  Federalist,)  to  the  Address  of  the 
French  Mioisterj  on  his  presenting  the  colors  of 
France  to  the  United  States,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1796.    Mr.  N.  read  an  extract  from  it  as  follows: 

■■  Bom,  sir,  in.  ■  land  of  libert;  ;  having  eulj  learned 
it!  TBlne ;  having  wigBKed  in  a  pMilMis  ooikUct  to  dated 
it;  having,  in  ■  nord,  devoted  the  b«M  yean  of  my  lift 
to  secure  its  pernwnent  attabliilunant  in  my  own 
country ;  my  anxious  recoUacluHU,  mv  sympatbotio 
foelingi,  and  mj  beat  vrishse  are  inMistihly  exdtadt 
whensoevsr,  in  any  conntry,  I  sea  an  opprewd  natioD 
unforl  the  bannen  of  fraedom.  But  above  all,  tbo 
events  of  the  Preach  Revolution  hsve  prodocod  the 
deepest  solicitude,  u  well  as  the  highest  admitstioD. 


Tocsll 


a  biave,  were  lo  pronounc 


praise.  Wonderful  people  ',  Ages  to  come  will  read 
wilhutonishmenttbehtatoryofyourbrilliuiteiplait*!  I 
rejoice  that  the  period  of  your  toils  and  of  yooi  immense 
suriflaes,  is  ■pproadung,  I  rejoice  that  the  inlereating 
Revolutioiutty  movemenia  of  to  mt>^  yean,  have  isaned 
in  dw  bfmation  of  aConatltntion  dsaigiiad  lo  give  penna- 
neney  to  the  gnal  otjeet  fci  wUeh  yon  haveeontandad. 
I  njoiee  that  lAei^,  wUdt  you  have  a«  long  embraaad 
with  enihMJawu  lilnitj,  of  wUck  you  have  been  ihe 
invineiblo  dafcndare,  now  finds  an  asylum  in  the  boson 
of  a  lafolarly  ocgatiiwd  Oovemmeat ;  a  Oovanuoeot 
which,  being  bnned  to  socora  the  hupUMM  of  Iba 
French  people,  correaponds  with  the  ardent  wishes  of 
my  hesit,  while  it  gratifies  the  pride  of  every  catiien  of 
the  United  Ststes,  by  its  reaemblsnce  lo  their  own.  On 
those  glorious  evenU,  accept,  sir,  my  sincere  congiatu. 

This  replj,  all  the  sentiments  of  which  he  was 
_jt  now  going  to  give  an  opinion  upoo,  wa*  given 
after  tbe  death  of  Robespierre,  and,  of  course,  after 
all  the  unjustifiable  acta  of  the  Revolution,  of 
which  tbe  gentleman  had  spoken,  had  been  com- 
mitted. But  though  this  is  the  language  of  a 
Federalist,  Mr.  N.  knew  it  is  not  the  laaguage  of 
all  Federalista;  he  knew  that  they,  like  all  oihu 
classes  of  men,  are  of  various  opinions,  soma  of 
higher  and  others  of  lower  lone.  Mr.  N.  remeut- 
bercd  the  gentlemaa  frtum  Delaware  had  once 
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said  that  the  rotten  boroughs  of  England  are  n 
cttsKty  (0  support  the  Monarchy,  which  won 
--'■■'■      -■■■     ■■-■        -  of  the  Federalist 


a  lie,  and  therefore  it  coald  not  have  been  written 
bf  B  FederalisL  Mr.  N.  referred  to  the  oecurrencet 
of  everj  daf,  whether  or  not  this  is  s  charscter- 
istic  of  the  gentleman's  party.  There  is  no  pet' 
lOD  alive  now  in  FraneCj  says  he,  who  fouffht  for 
this  coontry.  From  this  asBertiou,  Mr.  N.  sap' 
posed  the  geademau  from  Delaware  had  fought 
by  the  side  of  these  braie  Frenchmen,  aad  recol- 
lects that  all  his  then  friends  tuid  acquaintances 
are  cut  off.  He  himselfwas  not  so  well  acquainted 
with  this  businesB,  hni  he  had  heen  told  that  Gen- 
aral  Jourdan,  now  in  one  of  the  French  councils, 
was  either  a  private  or  a  sergeant  in  the  French 
army  in  this  country ;  and  that  mauy  of  the  first 
military  men  in  the  French  army,  were  Bubordi- 
nate  officers  or  privates  in  that  army. 

If  Keuilemea  will  have  it  that  Dr.  Logan  pre-, 
sented  this  address,  notwithstanding  all  that  is 
said  to  the  contrary,  he  would  examine  f 

.  aliall  havi 


that? 


It  the  thing  itself.    What  does  it  say  1    Why, 
;when  the  French  Qovemment  alia"  ^-- 

raiaed   their  embargo,  released   .__   , 

sent  a  Minister  with  liberal  powers  to  the  United 
States,  peace  nuiy  be  made.  By  whom  1  By  the 
BxaoutiTeofihe  United  States.  Where,  ^en.  is  all 
thitosuK  of  alarm?  GeDtletnen  complain  of  this 
jMper  saying  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
would  testily  their  joy  at  the  event  of  the  approach' 
ing  elections,  and  they  seem  to  apprehend  that 
the  downfkll  of  their  party  must  be  involved.  Let 
it  be  recollected  that  peace  was  proposed  to  be 
made  through  the  Executive  and  on  liberal  terms, 
and  then  there  is  no  cause  for  such  an  appreheo- 
lion,  but  with  those  who  would  be  dissatisfied 
with  the  event,  and  would  be  incap^le  of  ei' 
pressing  the  joy  the  people  of  the  United  States 
would  certainly  feet,  ir^  indeed,  there  is  in  this 
countiy  enemies  of  (he  French  Revolution,  who 
want  to  have  a  kingly  GoTerDment  io  that  cosa- 
uv,  and  of  coone  ai«  enemies  to  liberty  every- 
WMK,  ths  eonaequence  of  a  peace  would  be  their 
dutmction,  as  it  would  produee  an  wuon  of  par- 
tin,  whioh  would  be  deatrnotioR  to  their  views; 
but  inch  an  evettt  could  injare  no  other  d«acrip- 


and  America,  representing  it   aa  meaning  tfa« 
Executive  and  Federalista  of  ihis  cottntry;  wnereaB 
ithing  could  be  more  clear  than  that  Great  Bri- 
in  are  the  enemies  here  alladed  to.    The  writer 
.plains  himself  in  that  way  when   speaking  of 
e  enemies  of  France  alone,  and  the  gentlemtn 
from  Delavrare  cannot  certainly  think  that  siif 
party  believes  that  the  Bsecntive  of  the  Uniled 
States  is  a  greater  enemy  to  the  happiness  of  (hi; 
ntry  than  the  British  Government  is.    Mr,  N, 
er  neard  such  an  idea  expressed  ;  and  he  Hi 
think  that  the  conslructioD  whilch   had  been 
upon  this  part  of  the  memorial,  could  be  mule 
by  (be  most  malignant  disposition. 
lut  it  b  said  that  Mr,  Godman  cuald  not  ban 
tten  this  memorial,  because  he  cannot  be  sap- 
posed  to  be  acquainted  with   the  seniitnents  of 
'  'ling   this   memorial,  be 
what  he  took  to  be  tie 
opinion  of  Dr.  Logan,  and   he  certainly  mig^t 
have  learned  from  htm  what  was  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Jefierson ;  and  he  would  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  he  believed,  that  (he  opinion  there,  wa:  nol 
only  the  opinion  of  Mr,  J.,  out  of  every  frieniJ  of 
liberty  in  the  country:  "that  in  case  of  ataek, 
all  the  citizens  would  rally  round  the  standard  a 
their  Qovernment." 

The  gentleman  went  on  to  state  his  opinioii  of 
what  would  be  (he  conduct  of  parties.  Mr.  M. 
thought  he  might  have  spared  himself  that  iroo- 
ble.  The  party  with  whom  he  acted,  neither 
know  nor  care,  what  his  opinions  are. 
[Mr.  Bayard  did  not  know  whv  the  genilemao 

1 1  bis 


n  (his  House ;  bnt 


This  memorial  is  complained  of,  btcause  the 
writer  says,  he  will  not  nndertabe  to  blame  either 
Ooverament.  And  would  it  have  been  prudent 
in  any  man  who  wished  to  promote  a  reconcilia- 
tion between  the  two  Governments,  to  have  bcxuQ 
by  telling  the  French  Oovernment  that  all  (ha( 
they  haa  done  had  been  wrong?  Certainly  not; 
a  less  irritable  course  wai  preferable;  and  the 
writer  only  sayiL  that  he  waives  the  subject  of  in- 
juries,  and  prefers  rather  to  seek  the  means  of 
reconciliation.  Besides,  the  language  of  ibis  me- 
morial is  the  language  of  onr  approved  negotia- 
tor in  the  British  Treaty. 

But  ranch  reliance  has  been  placed,  to  anwer 
lb«  purpose  of  gentlemen,  on  that  part  of  the 
memorial  which  apeakt  of  the  eDemies  of  France 


The  gentleman,  continued  ! 
remarks  to  apply  to  gmtlemen 
he  was  perfectly  easy  as  to  wnai  on  ui|""— 
mi^ht  be.  Neither  that  gentleman's  pablis  « 
private  character  were  so  coospicuous  in  the  pob- 
lic  view,  as  to  give  an  alarming  weight  to  bh 
denunciations.  His  character  is  founded  on  mtj 
efforts,  and  tintil  it  was  founded  on  sometmi^ 
else,  anything  he  could  say  would  neither  bart 
him  (Mr.  N.)  nor  his  friends.  , 

Mr.  N.  said,  the  memorial  of  which  w  J^ma 
had  been  said,  and  which  gentlemen  y*'  ^"^fv 
oped  in  mystery,  was  bronght  to  this  eountiT  by 
a  Mr.  Woodward,  who  received  it  from  Mr.  wa- 
man,  at  Paris,  and  was  probably  informed  by  bim, 
that  i(  was  an  address  intended  (o  be  presenied  Of 
Dr.  Logan.  Mr.  N.  believed  that  Dt.  Logan  ww 
not  disposed  to  blame  either  of  these  gMilem» 
with  propi'"''"''  "  rolaohnnit  RvervthmE  "f 
reconcilabl 
received  tt 
Logan's  possession.  l     iwai 

Mr.  NioHOLAB  concluded  by  saying,  that  K 
a  little  remarkable  that  gentlemen  should  onfler 
stand  this  paper  so  differently  at  dififcrent  tim^ 
When  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  wai  • 
liberty  to  act  upon  it  or  not,  he  declared  it  »» 
cent  and  honorable.  ,  ,,;,,1 

fMr.  Oris  declared  he  had  said  notwhmm 

Mr.  N.  said  he  had  said  so,  as  mighl  M  J^ 
fitwi  his  speech.  It  was  a  Utile  "Worf"^ 
that,  after  going  thfotigh  so  many  hands,  ine  u-^ 


rwpagaiing  a  falsehood.  E"ryth[ng'« 
lable,  by  supposing  that  Mr.  Woodwiwl 
d  the  copy  while  the  original  was  in  v- 
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iDoriil  sbonld  not  havi  foand  its  way  to  the 
HauK  before  it  came  to  the  hands  of  the  genth 
BMD  froiD  Bouih  Carolina.  Why  did  not  ih 
gtutlenraB  frtHn  Delaware  bring  i(  forward  1 

[Mr.  Batard  said  he  never  saw  it  before  it  came 
before  Ibe  Hoom.} 

Mr.  N.  kacw  it  bad  been  in  a  namber  of  handi, 
tod  certainly  tansi  hare  been  coiuidcred  aa  inno- 
eent  b;  tbem.  Now,  indeed,  Mntlemen  endea- 
Vijni  10  divert  the  anenticw  of  the  public  frotn 
ihe  eiicamshiDee  of  ha  Ting*  brought  forward  a 
ftlse  paper  of  this  kind,  and  from  the  disgrace 
which  oogfat  to  attach  to  aneh  conduct,  by  ecdea- 
TOTiBg  to  extract  fVoai  it  something  criminal, 
which  suspicion  would  attach  to  their  opponenti. 

The  qaeaikin  was  then  taken  OD  the  pvssase  of 
the  bill,  by  yess  and  nays,  and  it  wfu  carried— -58 
Ki36,asfol[owe: 

Ttit — John  ADen,  Geotge  Bur,  jnn^  Bail^  Bart- 


ktt,  Junca  A.  B*wd,  Jonathan  Brace,  David  Uraoka, 
6K^iniBnDock,Cbii>t4»brO.ChampHii,  John  CIup- 
BUI,  Jamea  C^Ann,   William   Cruk,   Sannel   W. 


ChampHn,  John  CIuip 

— , , n  Cruk,  Sannel  W. 

Duu,  Tboagaa  T-  Davia,  John  Dnmia,  Ooorge  Dent, 
WHIan  Edaond,  Iluiaiaa  Evan*,  AUel  Porter,  Dwight 
foaW,  JoDathan  FnamaB,  NadtaBiel  rraeman,  jun., 
Bany  OIm,  CbaoDCey  Goodrich,  Wilfiam  Ondon, 
Bi^irGmwold,  WiUiani  Btnj  Qnun,  Robert  Goodkie 
Bnpw,  WiUnm  Hiuduan,  HoAiah  L.  Hofmei,  Jaa. 
H.  ladar,  John  Wilke*  Kitten,  SauMl  Lyman,  Jamw 
Ibchir,  William  Mattbewa,  Daniel  Morgan.  Lewia  R. 
Mama,  Hairiaon  G.  Otia,  I«aa«  Parker,  JoHali  Parker, 
ThaoH  Pinckney,  John  Reed,  John  Ratledge,  jun., 
JuDM  tichonman,  Bamiul  BetraJl,  WiUiam  Bhepaid, 
TbofDii  ainnickMin,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Richard  Dobh*  Spaighl.  Peleg  Sprague,  Oeorga  That- 
cher, Rkhard  Tbomac,  MaA  Tbomaon,  Thamaii  Til- 
linghut,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wadiworth,  Robert 
W(b,  and  John  Williaou. 

NiTi— Abraham  Baldwui,  David  Bard,  Thomai 
Bloonl,  Richard  Brent,  Robert  Brown,  Tbomaa  Clai- 
bonu,  Willtun  ClurleeCole  Claibome,  Mttlhew  City, 
'I<Aa  Clopton,  John  Dawaon,  Joseph  Eggleston,  Lncu 
Bmandiirf;  Wm.  Findley,  Albeit  Gallatin,  Jaa.  Qilllea- 
IK,  Andrew  Onfg,  Jno.A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  Harrison, 
Jcaiihan  N.  HaraDa,  Joaaph  Heialar,  David  Hohnoe, 
Wiher  Jraea,  Edward  Livingston,  Matthew  Loc^, 
KtAuid  Maean,  Blair  Mc<3enachan,  Joseph  Mo- 
I>awaA,  AndMrny  N«w,  John  Nicholas,  Tompson  J. 
BkiDBw,WilHuu  emilh,  Ridiaid  Spiigg^  Richard  Btan- 
M,  Attim  Tagg,  Jeaeph  B.  Vanuua,  and  Abraham 
VmUc 

Sttaktd.  That  the  title  be  "An  act  for  the 
puniibmeot  of  certain  crimes  therein  specified." 

And  tl^  the  Hotise  adjcnraed. 


Fhidat,  January  18. 
Ur.  RojLsnsE  said,  he  wished  to  lav  a  resolu- 
tion npoD  Ihe  table,  the  object  of  whtcb  was  to 
prevent  ihc  future  protraclion  of  debate,  as  he 
ihought  it  very  improper  to  eoOBume  so  much 
lime  Id  debating  every  question  which  comes 
before  the  House.  He  waa  persuaded  that  he 
could  never  offer  a  resolution  uf  this  kind  with 
greater  chance  of  tucceiui  than  at  present,  when 
one-half  the  aeauon  has  pused  over,  withoul  any 
9lh  Con.— 87 


importaut  measore  having  been  adopted.     The 
resolution  was  to  the  followiog  effect : 

Raohtd,  That  during  the  remaindet  of  the  leaaian, 
it  ^laU  be  «  (tanding  role  and  order  of  this  Houae,  that 
doling  du  debate  an  any  bill  or  resolution,  no  motieo 
far  an  adjonnmHntahaU  be  received  by  Hm  Chair,  ei&er 
in  the  Coumittoe  of  the  Whole,  or  in  the  Honse,  «I- 

Ordered  to  lie. 

CENSUS. 

The  Kntendmaiis  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  fet 
making  an  enameralion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Uuited  States,  were  taken  up.  The  principal  of 
these  amendments  is  a  postponement  of  the  eni»- 
meration  until  the  Isi  of  April,  1800,  which 
would  be  extending  it  over  snoiber  election.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Nicbolab,  the  amandmenta  wen 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

REMONSTRANCE  OF  GEORGIA. 

Mr.  Baldwin  called  for  the  consideration  ei 
the  report  on  the  representatiou  and  remoostruiea 
of  the  Legtilatiire  of  Georgia. 

Mr,  N.  Smith  hoped  this  motion  would  not  be 
persisted  in,  as  there  was  a  fact  relative  to  this 
buBiness  very  doubtful,  which  he  had  not  yet  been 
able  to  ascertain.  He  hoped  the  report  would  be 
permitted  to  lie  at  least  a  few  days.    ' 

Mr.  Otis  hoped  this  report  would  not  be  takeM 
up  for  another  reason.  There  was  a  bill  for  fnr- 
tuspending  the  intercourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  and  France,  which  is  the  order  of  the 
da^.  He  had  already  twice  attempted  (o  call  up 
this  bill,  when  it  had  been  objected  to,  because 
the  com muoica  lions  which  had  been  promised  by 
the  President,  respecting  our  dispute  with  France, 
had  Doi  been  received.  He  had  given  way  on 
this  account,  not  because  he  thought  the  objection 
bad  any  weight,  but  because  it  had  been  made ; 
~  '":  wai  uncertain  whether  these  communica- 
I  would  be  received  to-day  or  to-morrow,  or 
Monday,  and  as  the  present  law  would  expire  on 
the  Sd  of  March,  he  wished  it  nowto  be  taken  up. 
use  if  it  was  not  soon  acted  upon,  there  would 
be  time  to  give  the  necessary  notice  to  the 
distani  ]mrl«  of  tne  Union.  From  the  Speech  of 
the  President,  at  the  opening  of  thu  session,  gen- 
tlemen might  be  convinced  there  would  be  notb- 
ing  in  the  promised  communications  which  couU 
hare  any  effect  on  this  bill ;  and  from  the  preMst 
precarious  situation  of  several  vessels,  and  the 
earlj  expiration  of  the  present  law,  he  hoped  the 
subject  wotit(l  now  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  Baldwin  withdrew  his  motion,  to  give  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  the  time  he  re< 
quired. 

INTBRC0UR8B  WITH  PRANCE. 

Mr.  Otis  then  called  op  the  bill  he  had  meo- 
tioned. 

Mr.  NicnoLAH   was   surprised  the  gentleman 

from  Ma.->sachuiielts  should  persist  in  calling  up 

'  '  I  bill.     When  ihe  gentleman  from  Pennsyln- 

called  for  his  reEolutioR  requesting  the  Pran- 

den  I  to  send  the  despatches,  it  wai  said  they  wonU 
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be  here  oeit  day ;  bul  ihey  are  noi  yet  come.  He 
tells  the  House  it  is  altogether  unnecessary  tu 
have  the  despatches,  because  the  President's  as- 
Rurances  were  sufficient  (o  assure  gentlemen  they 
would  make  no  change  in  our  circumstances,  and 
that  therefore  we  may  as  well  do  without  ihem. 
He  did  not  understand  Itie  footing  upon  which 
he  stood,  if  ibis  doctrine  was  to  be  admitted.  If 
the  President's  opinion  were  thus  to  be  acted  upon 
foi  the  foundation  of  a  law,  why  not  leave  him 
to  make  the  law  also  ?  Mr.  N.  said,  much  had 
been  said  about  delay.  It  was  extisordinary, 
diatchargesof  this  kind  should  be  brought  agaiusl 
this  House,  whilst  tbe  Eiecutive  has  not  yet 
communicated  despatches  promised  six  weeks  ago. 
This,  said  he^  is  almost  all  the  business  before  the 
House,  and  it  is  probably  owing  to  the  want  of 
this  communicatioo,  that  so  much  lime  bad  been 
spent  on  other  subjects.  Mr.  N.  said  there  was  a 
very  important  new  principle  in  this  bill,  which 
these  despatches  perhaps  might  throw  some  light 
apon.  If  this  motion  was  persisted  in,  he 
should  consider  it  as  taking  away  Lefisiatire  dis' 
cretion,  and  as  tending  to  make  the  Qoremment 
wholly  Executive. 
Mr,  D.  FosTBB  hoped  his  colleague  would  not 

Gess  bis  motion.  It  had  been  observed  that  k 
d  been  said  the  despatches  alluded  to  would  be 
laid  before  the  House  yesterday,  it  wassostaled, 
but  he  found  they  were  not  ready.  He  had  been 
again  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
had  been  informed  tliey  would  be  here  to-day. 

Mr.  Harpbb  could  give  another  reason  why 
the  communication  was  not  made,  if  in  doing  it, 
he  should  not  run  (he  risk  of  being  called  an  na- 
official  ^ent.  and  classed  on  the  ground  with  X, 
Y.  and  Z.  He  believed  it  bad  not  been  owing 
wholly  to  the  length  of  the  despatches,  and  the 
time  necessary  to  copy  them,  that  they  bad  not 
before  now  laid  before  the  House;  but  from  the 
time  which  had  been  found  necessary  to  prepare 
a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  which  it 
was  thought  necessary  to  accompany  the  des- 
patches, and  from  completing  which  he  had  been 
prevented  by  the  variety  of  business  which  had 
engaged  his  attention.  As  soon  as  this  is  com- 
pleted the  despatches  will  be  communicated. 

Mr.  8EW4I.I.  said,  bis  colleague  (Mr.  Fobteb) 
seemed  to  admit  the  connexion  between  (his  bill 
and  the  desiMtches  in  question.  The  main  ob- 
ject of  this  bill,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  the  continuing 
m  force  the  former  act,  the  propriety  of  which  no 
one  could  doubt,  .'ince  the  depredations  of  the 
French  are  continued,  and  no  dependence  could 
be  placed  upon  their  professions. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  afraid  the  members  of  that 
House  do  not  all  stand  on  equal  ground ;  since 
some  gentlemen  seem  to  be  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  contents  of  the  despatches,  while  others 
are  perfectly  ignorant  with  respect  to  them.  Mr. 
N.  denied  that  the  continuance  in  force  of  the 
former  act  was  the  principal  thing  contained  in 
the  bill  in  question.  But  it  seems,  said  Mr.  N. 
that  the  despatches  are  kept  back,  to  give  time  to 
the  Secretary  of  Stale,  to  accompany  them'  with 
a  long  report.    Since  the  Secretary  of  State  has 


thought  it  necessary  to  analyze  these  despatches 
before  they  are  laid  before  the  Legislalurf,  he 
trusted  there  would  be  something  worth  waitiu 
for,  and  therefore  hoped  the  bill  in  question  noiill 
not  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  Macon  spoke  of  the  unrea.ionableness  at 
pressing  this  motion,  under  the  circumstaiicei 
which  had  been  mentioned. 

Mr.  Rdtledge  urged  the  propriety  of  taking 
up  the  subject,  on  account  of  the  shortness  of  limc 
between  tnis  aod  ^he  expiration  of  the  presegt 
law,  that  it  might  require  nearly  a  month  to  send 
information  of  the  decision  of  the  Legislature  lo 
Savannah ;  and  if  this  information  was  not  re- 
ceived, great  quantities  of  provision  might  be 
sent  from  thence  to  the  West  Indies.  He  said  ht 
knew  no  more  of  the  despatches  than  other  rtt- 
tlemen  ;  but  hehad  seen  Mr.  Gerry's  letter  wtidi 
has  been  published,  and  therefore  knew  the  re- 
sult, 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  did  not  wish  to  depend  upon 
newspaper  reports,  but  upon  information  from  lIk 
Executive. 

Mr.  LiviHOBTON  said,  if  the  bUI  caUed  for  wi^ 
no  more  than  a  renewal  of  the  act  for  suspeDdiag 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  France  sod 
the  United  Stales,  there  might  be  some  weight  in 
the  reasons  given  for  going  inio  its  consideration ; 
but  if  gentlemen  look  into  the  bill,  they  will  we 
far  different  provisions.  There  is  there  a  clsiue 
enabling  the  President,  whenever  he  shall  ibinl 
fit,  to  renew  tbe  intercourse  with  such  rebel  sub- 
jects as  shall  have  cast  off  their  allegiance  lollieir 
mother  country.  This  important  principle  w»s 
not  in  the  former  law  ;  perhaps  occurrencei  ha'? 
recently  happened,  which  may  have  made  it  ne- 
cessary. 

In  the  course  of  a  late  debate,  Mr.  L.  said,  gen- 
tlemen bad  thought  proper  to  fareteUcertaineveiiD 
which  might  possibly  happen.  He  would,  oa  iliis 
occasion,  follow  the  same  course,  by  speaking  tj' 
potheticaliy.  Suppose,  said  he,  as  agent  thiUhsve 
arrived  in  this  city  from  the  Governor  of  a  cer- 
tain foreign  Island;  suppose  that  agent  shoald 
have  been  the  bearer  of  certain  propos»la,inot- 
der  to  produce  an  alliance,  either  commercial  or 
political,  with  the  United  Stales ;  suppose  he 
should  have  been  introduced  to  tbe  President,  m 
have  laid  these  proposals  before  him;  suppose  ihis 
agent  had  also  laid  these  proposals  before  certsln 
members  of  the  Legislature ;  ought  not  this  Home 
to  be  equally  well  informed  with  such  gecde- 
men  on  this  subject,  before  they  are  called  upon  to 
act?  He  had  stated  this  matter  hypoihelically, 
because  he  possessed  no  evidence  oi  these  fa^ 
which  he  could  lay  before  the  House;  hut  te 
thought  the  presumptive  evidence  strong-  "' 
have,  said  he,  seen  tbe  arrival  of  this-agent  id- 
nouDced  in  the  papers ;  and  we  have  seen  a  WU 
brought  in  to  meet  the  very  case.  He  ibougil 
this  furnished  presumptive  evidence  that  tbe  Pres- 
ident may  possess  information  on  the  snbjett 
which  thi?  House  ought  to  have,  before  it  is  <^- 
ed  upon  to  legislate,  and  they  cannot  be  just'!' 
charged  with  any  evils  which  may  be  proooM" 
by  the  delay. 


.dbyGoogle 


mdTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


Jiiniar,  179a] 


Addituutal  Bule. 


[H.  or  R. 


Bat  ii  is  Mid  the  despatcheE  alluded  lo  will  not 
be  laid  before  the  House,  until  the  Secretary  of 
Suie  can  accompany  tfaem  with  his  report.  The 
£iecutiTe  seems  determioed  thai  the  Legislature 
iball  not  reueire  the  poisoa  without  an  antidote. 
Mi.  L.  said,  he  felt  his  indigaation  a  little  roosed 
tt  ibis  kind  ot  treatment.  Heretofore,  said  he, 
despatches  of  ihe^greatest  consequence  bave  been 
seDt  to  ihe  Hoose,  without  any  explanatory  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  State.  Such  con- 
duel,  Mid  he,  ezcileB  buspicioa  thai  alt  is  not  right. 
Ai  to  what  bad  been  said  about  these  despatches 
being  unnecessarv,  be  supposed  the  President  had 
ihongfat  difierently  when  he  promised  them  to  the 
House ;  and  having  prooilsea  them,  be  thought  it 
was  high  time  they  were  sent. 

Mi.  Otis  said,  whatever  iadignatioa  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  might  feel  towards  the 
Secretary  of  State,  [Mr,  LivmaSTOM  said  he  did 
not  feel,  nor  did  he  say  he  felt  any,]  he  would  feel 
mart  towards  him  foi  haTing  made  this  motion, 
linee  it  had  ^iven  him  an  opportunity  of  express- 
ing bis  suspicions  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Biecntive.  Mr.  O.  said  be  bad  been  induced  to 
nuke  this  molioD  for  two  reasons,  viz :  because  he 
thouebt  all  the  infomatiOD  necessary  now  before 
the  Hoose,  and  because  sereral  of  his  friends  had 
pressed  ■  desire  tbal  he  should  do  so.  The  sus- 
peasioDof  our  iatercourse,  said  Mr.  (X,  was  found- 
ed upon  [be  depredations  which  the  French  com- 
mitted upon  our  Irade^  and  since  those  d'  preda- 
lions  are  continued,  it  is  necessary  to  continue 
the  law, 

Mr.  0.  was  here  interrupted  by  a  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  communica- 
ting the  despatches  which  had  given  rise  to  this 
confersation.  The  papers  communicated  are 
Joag  and  numerou* ;  they  consist  chieBy  of  let- 
ten  which  passed  between  Mr.  Qerry  and  the 
French  Bdinisier,  after  the  return  of  Oenerals 
Piockan  and  Marshall ;  together  with  a  general 
new  of  the  negotiation  by  Mr.  Gerry,  dated 
Nintuket  Roads,  the  1st  of  October.  The  read- 
ing of  these  papers  commenced  soon  after  twelve 
moek ;  and  though  the  House  sat  till  half  past 
three,  they  were  not  nearly  gone  throusb.  The 
ittding  of  the  remainder  was  however  dispensed 
wiib,  and  the  whole  ordered  to  be  printed.  [See 
Appendix.] 

Tbe  President  informed  the  House,  by  bis 
Message,  that  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
on  thesabject  of  these  despatches,  will  be  coin- 
niDnieated  to  both  Hoases,  oil  Monday. 

Tbe  House  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 

MoMDAr,  Janotuy  21. 

Hr.  HiBPBR,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Mrans,  made  a  report,  in  compliance  with  a  leso- 
lutinn  of  the  House  directing  an  inquiry  to  be 
made  into  tbe  amount  produced  by  tbe  stamp  lax, 
ind  into  tbe  proper  allowance  to  be  made  to  tbe 
SQpei visors  for  their  trouble  in  stamping  and  deli- 
fepag  out  the  stamps ;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also  made  a  report  from  the  tame  commit- 


tee on  the  subject  of  amending  the  law  directing 
a  value  of  lands,  houses,  dtc. ;  and  a  bill  was  twice 
read  and  committed,  for  increasing  the  compensa* 
tion  of  the  assessors. 

On  motion  of  Mt.  Gallatik,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  whether  anji  and  what  amend- 
ments are  necessary  in  the  bill  making  certain 
grants  of  land. 

CENSUS. 

Mr.  Gallatin  called  for  the  order  of  the  day 
on  tbe  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  biU 
providing  an  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States.  The  principal  change  in 
tbe  bill  proposed  by  tbe  Senate  was,  the  striking 
out  of  May  next,  for  tbe  purpose  of  insertiug 
"  April,  1800."  TLe  effect  of  which,  Mr.  G.  ob- 
served, would  be  to  prevent  the  new  enumeration 
from  Dpoatiog  upon  the  next  election,  and  to  cause 
a  direct  tax  to  be  laid  for  two  years  and  two 
months,  according  to  the  increased  eoameralion, 
while  the  representation  was  founded  upon  the 
old  census.  The  ameudment  was  n^[atived  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole— 51  to  31.  In  tbe  House 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  upon  it — 54  to  33. 

FRENCH  AFFAIH8. 
'  A  Message  was  received  from  tbe  President  of 
tbe  United  States,  enclosing  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  Slate,  mentioned  in  bis  Message  of  Friday 
last,  coDtaining  the  Secretary's  observations  on  tbe 
documents  therewith  sent. 

ADDITIONAL  RULE. 

The  following  resolution  being  under  consider- 

Rfohed,  That  for  the  lunainder  of  this  scMion  il 
shall  be  ■  standing  rule  and  order  of  the  Honsa,  that 
during  the  debate  on  so;  bill  or  reaolntion,  the  motion 
•hall  be  receired  for  the  CommittM  of  the  Whole  to 
M,  or  tha  House  to  adjonm,  except  liy  nnanimoiu 

Mr.  RiTTLBDOE  4aid  he  had  offered  tbe  preseni 
.  esolution  from  a  persuasion  of  its  being  necesaa- 
ry  for  expediting  tbe  business  of  tbe  Rouse.  If 
gentlemen  would  take  a  review  of  Ihe  manner  in 
which  one-half  of  the  session  had  passed  away ;  if 
they  would  recollect  that  one  bill  only  bad  gone 
through  the  House  which  was  of  a  public  nature ; 
if  tbey  would  contemplate  how  many  very  import- 
ant measures  had  Men  recommended  to  Con- 
gress, by  the  Executive,  and  calculate  how  short 
a  period  of  time  remains  for  their  adoption,  he 
flattered  himself  that  Ihe  resolution  would  be  sap- 
ported  by  a  considetable  majority.  He  well  knew 
tbat  it  woold  not  be  agreeable  to  gentlemen  wbo 
think  the  measure  of  our  defensive  arrangements 
is  full.  He  was  well  aware  of  tbe  opposition  it 
would  receive  from  those  who  think  the  less  we 
legislate  the  less  mischief  will  be  done;  and  who 
are  of  opinion  either,  tbat  we  have  already  taken 
sufficient  precautionary  measures  to  resist  success- 
fully the  hostile  projecU  of  France,  or  that  she 
has  no  hostility  in  store  for  this  country.  He  ex- 
pected that  gentlemen  who  entertain  such  0[Hn- 
lODB  will  resist  the  present  resolution;  but  ha 
sbonld  be  much  disappointed  if  it  did  not  rKeiva 
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the  aupport  of  gentlemen  who  tbink  that  our  sys- 
tem of  defence  shoald  be  extended  aod  iarieora- 
ted  i  who  ate  of  opinion  ibal  our  N^val  EstaDtisb- 
loent  ought  to  be  augmented ;  that  ihe  Army  bill 
requires  amendments;  that  a  bospilal  establiah- 
meat  is  indispensably  necessary  ;  that  the  law  iu- 
terdicting  commeicial  iatercourse  with  France 
sbouid  be  renewed,  and  that  new  sources  of  rere' 
nue  must  be  explored  for  meeting  the  expenditures 
which  these  necessary  measures  wilt  draw  after 
them.  To  gentlemen  who  deem  those  measures' 
had  enumerated  expedient,  this  resolution  was  pt 
ticularty  addressed,  and  he  entreated  themto  calc 


very  slow  pace  with  which  everything  has  moved 
on  since  the  commencement  of  this  session.  So 
little  had  been  done,  so  much  remains  to  be  done, 
and  there  is  so  short  a  period  of  time  before  the 
present  Congress  will  expire,  that  it  seemed  to  him 
absolutely  necessary  we  should  quicken  the  march 
of  our  proceedings ;  and,  in  his  opinion,  this  desi- 
rable object  is  not  attainable  in  anv  more  eligible 
way  than  by  adopting  Ihe  proposea  resolution.  It 
appeared  to  him  so  unobjectionable  that  he  would 
not  take  np  anymore  of  the  time  of  the  House  in 
enforcing  its  propriety ;  at  least  until  he  should 
hare  heard  the  opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  McDowell  observed  that  the  mover  of  thi 
resolution  had  introduced  a  variety  of  matte 
which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  question.  If  he 
meant  to  prevent  all  discussion,  to  pass  this- resolu- 
tion might  have  the  effect.  He  was  sorry,  since 
our  time  was  so  precious,  that  so  much  or  it  had 
been  occupied  in  reading  a  commentary  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  official  despatches  lately 
laid  before  the  House ;  but,  as  the  resolation  could 
answer  no  good  porpose,  he  hoped  it  would  be  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  NicHOLAB  said  several  attempts  of  this  kind 
had  been  made  without  success;  nor  did  he  be- 
liere  the  mode  now  proposed  of  shartening  the 
debate,  would  be  more  successful,  if  agreed  upon, 
than  others.  It  proposes,  that  while  any  one  man 
chose  to  keep  the  House  sitting,  it  shall  not  ad- 
journ. He  could  see  neither  propriety  in,  nor  ne- 
ceasity  for,  such  a  resolution.  The  gentleman 
who  proposes  such  a  resolution,  ptidea  himself  in 
being  in  a  majority  with  respect  to  all  the  meas- 
ores  which  he  had  enumerated;  being  so,  why 
cannot  he  trast  a  majority  to  determine  when  they 
will  take  a  question  1  Have  we  not  experience, 
said  Mr.  N.,  on  this  subject  J  Has  not  a  practice 
of  this  kind  been  the  means  of  taming  day  into 
Dight,  and  night  into  day,  in  lespect  to  the  Farlia- 
mentof  Great  Britain?  Such  a  practice  would 
no  doubt  frequently  keep  the  House  sitting  till 
two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  morning;  and  mem- 
bers would  not  then  be  &t  to  attend  to  business  at 
the  usnal  hour.  By  degrees  the  House  would,  in 
consequence,  get  into  the  habit  of  meeting  after 
dinner,  as  is  the  custom  in  the  country  to  which 
he  had  alluded,  and,  like  the  British  Parliament, 
do  business  in  the  night,  and  sleep  all  day.  Mr. 
N.  said  he  had  as  great  a  desire  lo  despatcli  busi- 
nets  with  all  convenient  celerity  as  any  other 


member ;  but  he  wished  not  lo  act  himself  before 
he  is  prepared  to  act,  nor  to  force  others  to  do  so. 
He  hoped  the  gentlemnii  would  not  persist  in  bis 
motion,  or  that,  if  he  did,  it  could  be  negatived. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLtAMS  did  not  believe  this  measure 
could  have  the  effect  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  mentioned,  as  there  would  be  all  the 
various  stages  from  a  resolution  proposing  a  bill  to 
its  passase,  for  discussion.  He  wished  some  mode 
to  be  adopted  for  shortening  our  debates  ;  whe- 
ther this  was  the  best  he  would  not  tdl. 

Mr.  Orifl  said  all  sides  of  the  House  had  a  com- 
mon interest  in  this  measure.  It  would  not  be 
more  in  favor  of  one  party  than  of  another.  If 
there  can  be  any  difference,  it  is,  said  he,  in  favor 
of  those  gentlemen  who  are  generally  in  the  oppo- 
sition, since  it  is  much  easier  to  mase  objections 
than  to  answer  them.  He  believed,  if  it  were 
adopted,  it  woald  prevent  a  great  deal  of  use- 
less reciiminationj  which  was  derogatory  to  the 
dignity  of  l^islation.  Perhaps  it  might  be  said 
that  he  was  entitled  to  his  share  of  blame  in  this 
respect.  This  might  be  so ;  bnt  he  was  willing 
to  be  confined  for  the  future.  With  respect  lo 
what  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  said,  of 
tnrning  day  into  night,  he  did  not  believe  it  would 
have  that  effect,  but  the  effect  desired,  that  of  cur- 
tailing debates.  At  any  rate  he  thought  it  worth 
while  to  try  the  experiment.  Gentlemen  say  a 
majority,  at  present, can  sit  as  loogas  they  please; 
but  to  exercise  this  power  is  looked  upon  as  rather 
arbitrary,  and  never  fails  to  be  complained  of 
when  recourse  is  had  to  it.  The  same  charge 
would  not  be  brought  against  a  general  rule. 

Mr.  Macon  said  experience  had  proved  the  fal- 
lacy of  regulations  of  this  kind.  One  of  the  ob- 
jects for  which  Congress  met  was,  to  discuss  the 
subjects  which  came  before  them.  He  wished  to 
hear  arguments,  because,  if  thev  did  not  produce 
much  effect  here,  they  would  nave  their  effect 
elsewhere.  Mr.  M.  pointed  out  a  variety  of  ways 
by  which  the  resolution  might  be  evaded,  and  be- 
lieved it  wDuJd  be  best  to  let  business  go  on  in  its 
usual  way.  If  subjects  crowd  upon  the  House,  it 
woald  be  well  to  meet  at  an  earlier  hour.  It  was 
a  little  extraordinary  that  after  having  sat  one- 
half  the  session  without  doing  any  important  busi- 
ness, that  now  gentlemen  wish  to  push  everything 
through  the  House  without  debate.  He  thoocht 
there  was  never  less  occasion  for  a  rule  of  tliis 
kind  than  at  present. 

Mr.  NicaoLAB  said,  in  a  House  where  there  are 
so  many  speakers  as  in  this,  if  the  rule  was  adopt- 
ed, members  on  one  side  of  a  question  only  mi^t 
be  permitted  to  speak.  As  to  the  recrimination 
which  the  gentleman  spoke  of  he  had  no  doubt 
opportunity  would  be  found  tor  that,  where  any 
purpose  was  to  be  answered  by  it. 

Mr.  HakpeR  once  thought  that  a  measure  of 
this  kind  would  be  useful ;  but  more  observation 
and  one  or  two  eiperimeots  had  convinced  him 
of  the  contrary.  Nothing  bnt  a  common  deter- 
mination on  the  part  of  the  House  to  close  a  dis- 
cussion at  a  certain  time  could  have  any  effect. 
No  rule  could  be  adopted  but  that  he  believed  the 
ingennity  of  gentlemen  would  evade. 
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Ur.  T.  Glaiboknb  nid.  ir  this  icsolutioo  was  I 
•greed  ux  it  would  prevent  the  eod  of  their  meet- ! 
ing  togetoer,  which  wms  to  diseuu  qneslions  and  1 
to  UDderstaod  them.  If  the  proposiiioa  should  be  . 
adopted,  it  would  be  well  to  depute  men  lo  argue  '. 
the  different  qoeBtions  which  came  before  the 
House,  and  impoee  silence  on  ererybody  elte. 

Mi.  Rutlidoe  urged  the  propriety  of  panting 
the  resolution,  and  doubted  whethei  the  iogeauity 
of  eantlemen  eonld  evade  it. 

Ur.  Qallatin  observed  that  the  argument*  of 
(endemeo  applied  to  one  thing,  aud  the  rewlution 
vhieh  they  menni  to  support  to  another.  Their 
object  leemed  to  be  to  prevent  loo  long  a  debate 
on  a  lesoJatioa  or  a  bilL  which  seldom  lasted  more 
than  a  day  or  two,  and  which  would  not,  there- 
fore, be  affected  by  this  rule,  if  adopted.  It  will 
ooif  operate  on  proceediogi  in  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole ;  and,  as  no  motion  could,  be  received  for 
the  committee  to  liae,  while  one  member  objected 
to  JL  the  ootksequeDce  would  be  that  a  committee 
wouW  be  obliged  to  go  through  the  most  lengthy 
details  of  a  biU,  however  defective  they  might  he, 
at  one  silting.  This,  he  thought,  must  be  attend- 
ed with  bad  effect*,  particularly  in  some  import- 
ant bill*  which  wotild  come  before  the  House  in 
the  eonrse  of  the  aession.  It  might  have  very  per- 
oicicHis consequences.  The  gentleman  who  brotight 
formrd  this  propoeiiioD  is  a  member  of  the  Com* 
miltee  of  Defence.  The  House  had  heard  of  a 
variety  of  projects  from  that  i^uarter.  In  order  to 
expedite  business,  that  committee  might  incoTpo- 
rate  into  one  bill,  end  present  it  to  the  House,  all 
theobjecis  upon  which  they  wished  the  House  to 
fus,  and  get  it  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
u  one  day.  Mr.  G.  showed  a  variety  of  ways  in 
which  therule  might  be  evaded  in  all  other  coses,  ex- 
cept tQ  Commilteei  of  the  Whole;  and  there, 
woen  members  found  it  necessary  lo  let  a  bill  pass 
through  in  order  to  get  an  adjoornment,  a  mem- 
ber nugnt  the  Dext  day  move  a  recommitment,  on 
the  pound  of  its  imperfection,  so  that  the  rale 
woeld  only  prove  an  inotunbraitce,  without  being 
of  any  realuee. 

The  motion  was  put  and  negatived ;  there  be- 
ing only  25  votes  for  it. 

ON  PBINTINO  THE  DESPATCHES. 


"  Beteh€d,  That extra  copiM  at  the  Menage 

'Of  ihg  Prandent  of  the  United  Statee  of  the  IBth  in- 
fiui  ud  of  this  day,  with  the  papeis  aeeompanpng 
thaa^  ra^ective^,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  rnom- 

Hr.  N1CH0L.AB  hoped  the  question  would  be  di- 
vided. If  gentlemen  thought  it  necessary,  he 
should  have  no  objection  to  an  extra  publication 
-of  the  dapatches;  but  he  did  not  think  there  was 
the  same  necessity  for  publishing  on  exinordina> 
ry  nombet  of  Mr.  Picketiug's  commentary. 

The  Spsaur  declaring  the  question  incapable 
of  division— 

Hr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"and  of  this  dny." 

Ur,  Alum  ahoold  be  opposed  to  the  publication 


of  the  first  communications,  unless  they  were  ao- 
companied  with  something  to  correct  the  gross 
and  stupid  errors  which  they  contain — errors 
which,  he  said,  one  would  think  no  man  in  his 
senses  could  commit.  The  Message  of  to-day, 
said  Mr.  A.,  contains  something  more  than  a  com- 
mentary— it  contains  facts — facts  which  ought  to 
be  published,  but  which  he  did  not  believe  one- 
fifth  of  the  members  beard,  which,  however,  be 
had  attended  to.  He  was  not  for  having  the  pub^ 
lie  mind  misled.  People  in  the  country  might  be 
mode  to  swallow  monstrous  things;  they  might 


peace  with  this  country  ;  whereas  no  man 
ID  nis  senses  could  believe  it.  He  did  not  see 
why  gentlemen  should  be  opposed  to  the  publica- 
tion of  this  second  Message,  if  they  ate  not  di>- 
posed  to  throw  dtut  into  the  eyes  of  the  peoide, 
ID  order  to  prevent  them  from  disooveruig  tlie 
truth. 

Mr.  Venable  hoped  the  mover  would  consent 
to  modify  bis  resolution,  that  the  House  might 
•'■-■ linion  upon  the  two  subjects  separate- 


ITii 


the  other  paper  is  of  a  difierent  nature.  But  the 
gentleman  says  it  is  not  proper  for  the  people  Co 
see  the  despatches  without  the  commentary  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  upon  Ibem.  How  came  the 
President  to  send  papers  to  the  House  which  are 
unfit  to  be  puUisbed  to  the  people,  or  which  they 
cannot  uatleniaud,  or  which  the  Hoiue  canaot 
understand,  without  an  explanation  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  1  And  are  we  come  to  this,  «x- 
claimed  Mr.  V. — are  we  so  degraded  that  we  can- 
not be  trusted  to  put  our  own  construction,  not 
the  »ople  trusted  to  put  their  own  construction 
on  official  papers,  without  a  commentary  1  Strik- 
ing him  as  an  estraordinnry  case  and  as  a  new 
one,  be  wished  to  ghe  his  (pinion  distinctly 
uJMn  iL 

Mr.  Thatcher  did  not  think  there  was  any* 
thing  new  in  this  proceeding.  The  Seoretwy  of 
State,  it  would  be  recollect^  made  a  report  le- 
■peotmg  our  dispute  with  Algiers,  which  was 


read  with  closed  doors,  and  which 
sidered  as  improper  at  that  time.  H< 
then  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  wished  that  re- 


It  time.  He  remembered 


port  10  be  printed,  because  the  President  desired 
It  might  not;  yet  now  he  is  agaiast  printing,  leat 
the  peoide  should  be  misinfoimed.    Could  the 

Kntteman  say  there  was  any  misstatement  of 
;tt,  or  erroneonn  reasoning  in  this  report?  He 
has  sot  said  it.  Mr.  T.  saw  nothing  de^radin^  in 
the  Secretary  of  Stale's  having  given  his  opiniMi 
on  public  documents.    The  report  refer*  also  to 

Spers  not  received  before ;  and  as  all  the  papers  re- 
rred  to  in  this  report  are  already  heton  the  peo- 
ple, they  cannot  be  misinformed  by  it. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  gentlemen  spoke  of  thiseom- 
municaiion  as  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  this  .House.  It  is  no  such  thiu,  but  a  eom- 
mnnieation  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States ;  for,  though  the  paper  is  drawn  up  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  the  Preeident  gives  his  sanc- 
tion to  it  by  sending  it  to  lliis  House,  and  it  ougkt 
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to  be  considered  io  the  same  light  as  ibe  Speech 
of  the  President  at  the  opeoing  of  the  session.  It 
matters  not  lo  this  House  wheihsr  the  President 
chooses  to  write  his  eonimtini  cat  ions  to  Congress 
himself^  or  employs  the  Secretary  of  State  to  do 
it  This  paper  beinff  communicated  as  cQQtain- 
iDg  facts  relative  to  the  state  of  the  Union,  it  ought 
tOM  communicated  to  the  people.  If  facts  are 
misstated,  or  wrong  conclasions  drawn  from 
them,  the  people  would  doubtless  discover  that 
that  is  the  ease. 

Mr.  B.  Smith  was  inclined  lo  believe  the  gen- 
deman  from  Masuchasetts  was  mistaken  in  con- 
sidering this  report  as  coming  from  the  President. 
The  President  himself,  in  bis  Message,  calls  it  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  Mr.  S.  hoped 
the  report  would  not  be  considered  by  any  gentle- 
man as  the  report  of  the  President.  It  contains 
■ome  things  which  could  not  come  from  him.  If 
he  was  not  mneh  mistaken,  he  heard  a  sentiment 
of  this  kind  read  from  it :  that  certain  men  were 
true  Americans  because  they  had  voted  in  a  cer- 
tain way,  and,  of  course,  that  all  who  voted  con- 
tracilv  are  not  true  Americans.  It  was  impossi- 
ble that  the  President  could  utter  so  illiberal  a 
•entiment. 

Before  he  voted  for  the  publication  of  this  re- 
port he  wished  to  read  it,  and  to  see  what  it  con- 
tains; because,  in  voting  for  its  publication,  be 
considered  himself  as  approbating  its  sentiments. 
Prom  what  he  did  hear  of  it,  it  struck  him  as  one 
of  the  most  extraordinary  productions  erer  laid 
before  a  Legislature.  He  considered  it  as  an  im- 
proper  interference,  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary 
of  Sute,  with  this  House.  [The  Speaker  said 
the  report  was  received  from  the  President.]  Mr. 
8.  replied,  he  knew  it  was  received  from  the  Pre- 
•ident,  but  not  as  the  act  of  the  President ;  and  be 
thought  it  would  only  be  candid  in  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  lo  let  the  House  see  the  paper 
before  they  order  this  extra  publication  of  IL  Mr. 
8.  did  not  think  it  necenary  for  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  instruct  this  House  what  conclusions 
they  ought  to  make  from  any  public  document 
laid  before  them.  The  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticut does  not  think  that  any  man  in  bis  senscE 
eould  make  the  conclusions  which  Mr,  Gerry  has 
nutde ;  and  yet  Mr.  Gerry  must  be  considered  as 
■  person  in  his  senses,  because  he  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  his  embassy  by  the  President,  and  ap- 
proved b_y  the  Senate,  and  we  had  received  no 
informatton  of  his  having  become  insane.  But 
wbv  the  Secretary  of  State  should  come  here 
with  his  opinions  he  could  not  tell.  [The  Speak- 
■B  said  he  must  anin  interrupt  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland.  The  Secretary  ofState  did  not 
lay  his  opiuions  before  the  House ;  they  were  laid 
b&Tore  the  House  bv  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  The  member  is  therefore  not  in  order.] 
Hr.  S.  apnealed  to  the  House  whether  he  ought 
to  proceed. 

The  Spbakeb  said,  the  question  is  not  whether 
the  member  shall  proceed,  but  whether  he  was  in 
order  wheo  called  to  order  bjr  the  Speaker. 

The  question  being  put  Mr.  8.  was  declared 

out  of  r-"--      "--P    '^     ■ 


Mr.  Smith  repeated  that  before  members  were 
called  upon  to  vote  for  the  printing  of  any  paper 
of  this  kind  for  the  people,  (bey  ought  to  know 
what  it  contains. 

Mr.  Bayard  said,  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts was  perfecilv  correct  when  he  called  this 
report  a  report  of  tne  President  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  President  promised  this  information 
at  the  opening  of  the  session,  and  in  his  Message 
of  Friday  last  he  stated  that  the  informatioa 
which  he  gave  was  not  complete,  but  that  it  would 
be  made  complete  on  this  day,  bv  a  report  of  one 
of  the  organs  of  Government,  wnich  doubtless  the 
President  had  directed  to  be  made  to  htm,  an^ 
being  made,  be  communicates  it  as  his  act  to  the 
House.  As  well  might  gentlemen  say  that  the 
first  letter  which  appears  in  the  despatches  sent 
to  the  House  on  Friday,  recalling  Mr.  Oerry,  was 
not  en  act  of  the  President,  being  signed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State.  The  President  had  not  only 
a  right,  but  it  is  his  duty,  to  make  communica- 
tions of  this  kind,  whenever  he  thinks  them  ne- 
cessary. He  was  astonished  to  bear  gentlemei 
talking  about  commentaries  and  the  degradatios 
of  this  House.  Can  this  House,  said  Mr.  B..  be 
degraded  by  receiving  information  from  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  f  Is  not  (he  manage- 
ment of  our  forei^  relations  committed  to  his 
hands  7  And  is  it  not  incumbent  upon  him  to  give 
to  the  Legislature  all  the  information  he  possesaei 
with  respect  to  ihemT  And  if  he  thitiks  the  pa- 
pers which  he  lately  sent  to  us  contain  false  fkeU 
or  wrong  inferences,  he  would  have  been  guilty  ^ 
a  breach  of  his  duty,  if  he  should  have  seot  such 
documents  to  the  House  without  accontpODyiiy 
them  with  that  light  which  he  alone  poasease*. 
He  thought,  therefore,  the  communicatioDS  ought 
to  go  out  together  to  the  public  ;  indeed,  not  to 
print  the  report,  would  he  to  pass  an  indirect  cett> 
sure  upon  it.  It  was  no  less  an  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent because  the  Secretary  of  State  had  written 
(be  report ;  for  if  the  President  had  directed  bis 
chief  clerk  (o  have  dravni  it,  and  he  bad  approv- 
ed it,  it  would  not  have  been  the  less  his  act  He 
faofied,  therefore,  the  present  motion  would  be  a0- 
gatived. 

Mr.  W.  Claibobne  thought  this  report  degrad- 
ing to  this  House,  not  on  account  of  the  source 
from  whence  it  came,  but  from  its  contents.  He 
understood,  from  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  on 
this  subject,  that  this  information  is  to  be  consid- 
ered as  coming  from  the  President  of  ttke  United 
States,  because,  though  written  by  (be  Secretary 
of  S(ate,  it  was  sent  to  the  House  by  the  Presi- 
dent. Be  this  as  it  may,  the  opinions  contained 
in  that  report,  from  whatever  qnarter  they  came, 
are  degrading  to  this  House.  He  had  always  un- 
derstood, that  the  deliberations  of  Congress  ought 
to  be  free  from  any  kind  of  bias.  He  Had,  hereto- 
fore, heard  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  declare 
that  each  department  of  the  Government  ouftbt  to 
move  within  its  proper  sphere.  When  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  communicates  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  state  of  the  Union,  he  comma' 
nieates  what  it  is  his  duty  (o  send  (o  the  House; 
but  when  he  commtmtcates  the  opinioot  of  the 
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S«cretary  of  Suie  apoo  pablic  docnmEDia  a)mdv 
ttid  before  the  House,  it  is  iofonnatioD  which 
we  ue  degraded  b^  receivio^.  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
was  further  of  opinion  thatthci  is  a  kind  ofinfor- 
mlion  which  IB  not  of  sufficient  importance  to 
be  sent  out  in  a  special  manner  to  the  people,  al 
an  extraordinar;  expense,  being  ihe  mere  reason- 
ags  □£  the  Secretarr  of  State  upon  documents 
wnieb  are  official.  Lei  these  official  documents, 
said  Mr.  C,  go  forth  lo  the  people,  unaccompanied 
bf  ny  commcDlary,  and  leare  them  to  read  and 
jndtfe  for  themselves.    The^  are  able  to  do  it. 

Anoiher  thing,  the  direction  of  the  printing  of 
this  report  wonld  cany  with  II  an  idea  that  the 
lentiments  it  contains  are  approved  by  this  Honse, 
If  the  expression  alluded  to  ny  the  gentleman  from 
Miiyland  be  in  it,  that  the  true  Americans  brought 
ifllD  office  the  present  President^  he  should  be 
Kwry  to  countenance  sucb  a  disiinctionj  because 
it  wonld  be  pubiishing  a  calumny  against  one- 
iulf  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  voted 
ID  fa  tor  of^iinother  gentleman  ;  and  as  he  knew 
there  are  among  these  not  onlj' true  Americans, 
bai  men  wvrml)'  attached  to  the  Federal  Qot- 
emnieDt,and  to  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  this 


conntry,  he  would  not  give  his 


reflectioQ  npon  them. 

Mr.  HAnpBB  said,  that  gentlemen,  in  making 
their  objeetiona  to  the  printine  of  this  report,  give 
ample  proof  that  they  do  not  know  what  it  is.  It 
it  called  a  commentary,  a  mere  opinion.  It  is  no 
Mch  Thins-  It  is  a  statement  of  facts  relatiTe  to 
subjects  of  great  importance  ;  a  statement  calcu- 
lat»j  to  ensble  this  House  to  form  a  correct  opin- 
ion with  respect  to  our  foreign  relaiioDs.  ft  is 
neither  in  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  nor 
oftbePreaidenCof  the  United  Stales;  thougti  he 
did  Doi  think  it  would  be  demding  in  the  House 
torteeire  theopinion  of  (he  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  the  state  of  our  forei^  relations. 
He  had  been  thanked  for  such  ait  opinion  hereto- 
fore. Without  n  report  of  this  kind,  eTCry  fentje- 
Bian  would  have  found  ii  his  doty  to  havelooked 
into  ill  the  fiicia  here  brought  together,  for  him- 
■elf.  This  has  bean  done  by  the  Secretary  of 
Stale.    And  why?    Because  it  was  judged  im- 

Klaoi  that  this  sUtement  of  facts  should  be 
nghi  into  view  before  this  House,  when  decid- 
^on  qbestioDs  relative  to  the  French  Republic. 
By  vbmn  was  it  judged  necessary  7  By  the  Sec- 
retary of  State'?  No,  but  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  And  why  is  it  more  degrading  to 
receive  information  of  this  kind  at  this  time,  than 
at  fonner  periods  1  The  same  course,  Mr.  H. 
nid,  was  taken  in  communicating  information 
»ilb  respect  to  our  disptite  with  Spain  on  the 
Miuireippi,  and  it  was  then  neither  considered  de- 
giading  nor  offensive.  He  supposed  gentlemen 
are  niH  afraid  that  the  weakness  and  folly  of  this 
report  Ehoatd  be  exposed.  Did  they  suppose  that 
any  one  ihinks  it  necessary  for  a  commeatary  to 
go  oni  with  the  documents  to  expose  their  de- 
fects! No;  they  are  marked  in  strong  charac- 
Urs  on  their  front.  They  will  be  foond  to  con- 
nin  cxtrMrdiDary  instance*  of  design,  artifice,  in- 


trigue, duplicity,  ignorance,  and  childish  reliance, 
curiously  mixed  up  together,  which  need  only 
to  be  seen  to  be  judged  of;  but  it  is  becauae 
this  report  stales  tacts  relative  to  the  French 
Republic,  which  are  necessary  lo  enable  the  pub- 
lic to  form  a  correct  opinion  with  respect  to  our 
dispute  with  that  country,  that  its  pnblicalion  ia 
opposed.  For  that  reason  the  report  was  made,  and 
for  that  reason  it  is  necessary  it  should  be  printed, 
in  doing  which  gentlemen  certainly  do  not  make- 
themsefvcs  answerable  for  any  opinions  it  may 
contain.  As  to  the  expression  mentioned  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland, he  did  not  believe  it  ia 
contained  in  the  report.      . 

Mr.  Varndm  Dndersiood  the  gentleman  who 
brought  forward  ibis  motion,  aa  saying  that  he 
did  ii  from  a  wish  that  this  report  should  go  oat 
with  the  documents,  in  order  lo  do  away  the  false- 
hood contained  in  Mr.  Oerry's  stalemenls.  And 
he  seemed  to  allude  particularly  to  a  passage  in 
Mr.  a.'s  letter,  where  be  says  :  "  On  ihe  26eh  of 
July  I  left  Paris,  and,  from  the  best  informa- 
tion I  could  obtain  of  Ihe  disposition  of  theExeeo- 
live  Directory,  ihey  were  very  desirous  of  a  re- 
conciliation between  the  two  Republics."  The  gen- 
tlemau  from  Conneciicui  says,  that  the  man  Who 
could  write  this,  must  either  have  been  insane,  or 
known  he  was  writing  a  falsehood.  The  gentle- 
man must,  therefore,  accuse  Mr.  Oerrr  of  nttertog 
a  known  falsehood,  since  no  one  will  believe  he 
was  insane,  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  do  away 
this  falsehood  by  means  of  this  repmt  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  Slate. 

Mr.  T.  said,  whoever  is  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Gerry's  character,  must  know  that  such  observm- 
lions  very  illy  apfdy  to  him.    Mr.  O.  is  a  man  of 


•xeept  he 


;y  and  independec 
who  would  not  say  lie  believed  a  thing  e 
did  really  believe  ii.  This,  said  Mr.  V.,  is  so  weU 
known  to  be  Mr.  O.'s  character,  that  he  wonder- 
ed any  man  shoald  have  accused  him  of  false- 
bood.  But  it  seems  the  facts  which  these  doco- 
ments  contain,  are  not  agreeable  to  the  Executive 
Department,  and  ibey  have  thought  it  necessary 


ary,  i 


lov  their  publication  with  a  comment- 


founded.  They  seem  to  think  it  would  he  dan- 
gerous to  suffer  anything  to  go  out  to  the  people, 
which  should  hold  out  an  i^ea  that  the  French 
Qovernment  is  disposed  to  a  reconciliation  with 
this  country.  On  the  contrary,  they  wish  to  bold 
out  the  idea  ibat  Prance  is  determined  to  go  to 
war  with  this  country.  It  seemed  to  be  the  dar- 
ling object  of  a  onmber  of  people  in  the  United 
Stales  to  involve  this  coon  try  in  war. 

[The  Speaker  said,  such  expressions  were  onl 
of  order.] 

Mr.  V.  said,  be  was  against  the  printing  of  a  re- 
pott  which  could  serve  only  to  calumniate  a  man 
whom  he  was  certain  did  not  deserve  it.  But,  said 
Mr.  v.,  I  have  seen  gentlemen,  with  the  same  po- 
litical sentiments  with  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
icut,  lately  from  France,  who  are  of  the  same 
opinion  with  Mr.  Qerry, and  do  not  scruple  to  avow 
it  Their  friends  here  tell  them  they  are  mista- 
ken ;  but  he  left  it  with  the  public  to  judge,  wbe- 
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ther  geotlemen  who  farmed  their  apinions  from 
wbat  ibey  heard  »ai  saw  in  France,  or  those  who 
take  up  tneir  opioions  from  what  they  hear  vai 
«ee  here,  are  most  likely  lo  be  right. 

If  geatlemen  are  deiermined  to  have  this  re- 

Kt  go  out  CO  the  people  witli  [he  despatches,  he 
)ed  at  least  they  should  Srst  be  permitted  to 
.see  it.  Me.  therefore,  moved  an  adjauiQmenl,'a3 
Jm  expected  it  would  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
House  by  to-morrow. 

The  motioo  was  negatived — yeas  39,  nays  44. 
Mr.  R.  WiLLi&us  could  not  see  why  gentle- 
«iea  should  refuse  to  let  questions  be  taken  upon 
the  two  subjecia  se^r^tely,  except  from  a  deter- 
mination that  the  House  should  not  vote  undei- 
awndinglyupoQit.  The  gentleman  from  Delaware 
qays,  that  if  the  words  are  struck  out  it  will  imply 
a  disapprobation  of  the  report.  This  difficulty 
inn  occaiiioned  by  coaoecting  the  two  (bings  to- 
gether, which  bes|ioke  a  want  of  candor ;  because, 
if  there  be  a  majority  for  the  publication,  they 
could  have  carried  the  question  separately^  He 
was  far  from  wishing  to  cast  a  censure  upon  the 
taport  before  he  knew  whether  it  deserved  it; 
IhiI  if  it  cODtaiaed  the  calumny  which  had  been 
^pok«n  of,  he  certainly  should  oppose  its  publi- 
eation. 

Mr.  EaQLESTON  thought  the  gentlemen  who 
consider  themielTes  as  the  exclusive  friends  of 
the  Executive  hod,  on  this  occasion,  done  the 
President  great  injustice,  by  ascribing  (he  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  Stale  to  him ;  for  he  had, 
in  his  Messages,  cautiously  guarded  ag;ainst  any 
such  conclusioQ  being  formed  by  calling  the  re- 
port "  a  report  of  the  Secretary  oi  State,  contain- 
ing some  observations  upon  the  documents."  Yei 
gentlemen  persist  in  confounding  the  two  things 
together,  by  wishing  the  same  respect  which  is 
4ue  to  every  communication  from  the  President, 
to  be  paid  to  this  report  from  one  of  the  Heads  of 
Departments;  and  west  so  far  as  to  say  that,  if 
the  Secretary  of  State  had  employed  his  clerk  to 
mite  a  report,  which  he  approved  and  sent  to  the 
President,  and  the  President  sent  it  to  this  House, 
it  must  considered  as  a  report  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

If  gentlemen  looked  to  Great  Britain,  they  would 
find  a  better  doc  trine.  There,  when  the  Speech  of 
the  King  came  under  consideration,  it  was  consid- 
eied  as  the  Speech  of  the  Minister;  but  here  gen- 
tlemen reverse  the  case,  and  make  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  the  report  of  the  President, 
tboueh  ae  has  carefully  guarded  against  such  a 
oonclusion.  He  hoped,  until  more  was  known  of 
the  contents  of  this  paper,  it  would  not  be  ordered 
to  be  printed  in  the  way  proposed. 

Mr,  TaATCHER  said,  gentlemen  appear  to  be  un^ 
villing  to  vote  for  the  publication  of  this  report, 
because  they  have  not  read  it.  If  this  was  a  good 
leason,  it  would  apply  equally  against  prinUng  the 
documents,  since  they  have  not  read  them ;  but 
here  this  is  no  objection.  This  he  did  not  think 
Tery  consistent  conduct. 

Mr.  S.  SuETH  hoped  it  would  be  admitted  there 
is  a  great  difference  between  official  documents 
from  a  public  Minister,  and  a  report  of  any  kind 


from  one  of  the  Heads  of  our  Departments.  When 
the  report  oi  the  Secretary  of  Wat  came  und^ 
consideration,  he  hoped  gentlemen  were  not  lo  be 
deterred  from  commenting  upon  it  by  being  told 
'  was  a  report  of  the  President. 

Mr.  Cbaik  said,  gentlemen  did  not  dislinguish 
between  reports  made  by  Heads  of  Departments 
to  the  House,  or  committees  of  the  House,  and  re- 
ports made  from  the  same  quarters  to  the  President. 
and  by  him  communicated  to  the  House.  He  was 
not  disposed  to  think,  however,  with  some  other 
gentlemen,  that  what  came  from  the  President  was 
to  be  examined  and  commented  upon.  He 
surprised  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  should 
think  the  President  ought  to  be  considered  in  the 
same  light  as  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  thai 
therefore  "  he  could  do  no  wronj;." 
Mr.  KooLESTON  declared  he  said  no  such  thin^. 
Mr.  Macon  would  not  consider  whether  this 
report  is  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  or  of 
the  President;  let  it  come  from  which  it  would. 
he  felt  himaelf  at  full  liberty  to  remark  upon  it. 
His  objection  to  the  printing  of  this  paper  was 
founded  upon  its  being  a  new  custom.  With  re- 
spect to  the  report  on  Algerine  affairs,  which  had 
been  referred  lo,  it  contained  a  statement  of  official 
papers,  without  any  opinion  upon  them.  He  had 
another  reason  for  objecting  to  it.  He  thought 
that  all  the  official  papers  with  respect  to  our  dis- 
pute with  France  ought  to  go  out  to  the  people  in 
the  same  way;  and  as  former  communications  had 
gone  out  witnout  a  commentary  to  direct  the  peo- 
ple's conclusions  either  this  way  or  that,  he  hoped 
these  would  be  suffered  to  go  out  in  the  same  way. 
He  did  not  think  there  was  any  occasion  to  direct 
the  people  how  to  think;  he  believed  the  great 
body  of^ihem  would  always  thtnk  right,  if  left  to 
themselves.  Was  it  because  former  communica- 
tions looked  more  like  war  than  these,  that  the* 
were  given  to  the  people  without  commentary;  and 
that,  because  these  have  the  appearance  of  peace, 
il  is  necessary  to  twist  them  to  look  a  contrary 
way  1  He  saw  no  such  necessity,  and  was  there- 
fore opposed  to  the  printing. 

Mr.  Gallatin  saw  no  reason  why  there  shottld 
be  an  extra  publication  of  the  despatches  them- 
selves, except  that  heretofore  it  had  been  thought 
proper ;  but  though  this  had  been  the  caae,  with 
respect  to  despatches,  he.believed  no  instance  could 
be  adduced  of  printing  an  extra  number  of  any 
report  of  the  Secretaty  of  State,  which,  acccvding 
to  the  President's  own  description  of  it,  coatains 
"  observations  upon  the  despatches."  For,  tbouf  h 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  has  said  that  thb 
is  a  part  of  the  communications  promised  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  at  the  opening  <^ 
the  session,  if  he  had  attended  to  the  Message  he 
would  have  found  that  the  President  uys,  that 
"  the  communications  promised  at  the  opening  of 
the  session^ relative  to  our  affairs  with  France,  are 
contained  in  the  sheets  which  acconipany  this;'' 
and  he  adds,  ''  that  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  containing  some  observations  thereon,  will 
be  laid  before  the  House  on  Monday."  The  two 
things  are  an  distinct  an  possible.  They  are  not 
called  ''facts"  by  the  President,  but  '^  obaeiTB  lions 
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opOD  the  deapatchpsj"  and  they  are  ao.  There  ire, 
indeed,  a  few  instg-DiGnnt  facts  scattered  amongit 
tie  observations,  and  he  should  hare  do  objection 
la  haTe  tbeiD  tscked  to  the  end  of  the  deipaiehen ; 
thoogh.  if  the  Pretident  had  thought  them  of  im- 

Crttnce  to  be  communicated,  he  vould  doabtleae 
wt  sent  them  along  with  the  others.  The  report 
eoDtaini  no  information,  but  deduct icntf  and  obser- 
ntioQi  from  the  commutticBtioDs  made  last  year, 
and  iboee  dow  made.  He  therefore  saw  no  reason 
why  ihe  expense  of  pubtishinff  an  extraordinary 
BDinber  of  tnis  report,  should  M  incurred,  more 
thin  of  any  other  report  from  one  of  the  Heads  of 
De^aitmencs.  To  send  these  observationa  and  rea- 
xmmgs  out  to  the  people,  would  be  to  say  that  they 
ire  in  all  respects  proper  and  true,  and  therefore  it 
oorhi  not  lo  be  done. 

Mr.  Q.  did  not  cOMider  either  the  resolution  or 
the  itDeodraent  as  of  any  importance.  He  had 
kowETer  anoCher  reaaon  for  wishing  the  report  not 
to  be  prioted .  which  was,  that,  in  matty  instances 
he  believed  it  contains  bad  reasoDiog,  tlut  facts  are 
improperly  stated,  and  that  it  is  in  some  parts  im- 
pcopci  in  itaeJf.  Thought  these  reasons  would  in- 
duce him  to  vote  against  printing  an  extraordinary 
■ambei  of  this  report,  slill  his  objections  are  tiot 
M  Strang  as  to  induce  him  to  rote  i^iost  the  res- 
ojation.  if  the  amendment  should  be  negatived  ; 
becanse  be  did  not  think  the  report  would  produce 
inyeSeet upon theppople.  Hebetieved tbeywould 
Jo  at  well  withoot  il  ai  with  it;  but  if  they  had 
it,  he  did  not  believe  it  cooM  mislead  them  in  any 
maienal  degree. 

The  paper  being  under  consideration,  he  might 
be  asked  to  state  some  of  bis  objections  to  il.  He 
coold  not  be  expected  to  do  this  with  mncfa  cor- 
Kcinen;  but  it  had  struck  him,  m  the  reading,  lo 
be  a  very  extraordinary  prod CMtion.  Making  ai 
obserralioo  on  the  Fmicn  Minister  having  declai 
ed  to  Mr.  Qeny  that  he  did  not  wish  Ihe  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  break  Ihe  Br 


ihould  have  insisted  on  our  breakiog  the  British 
Treaty.  For  his  ar^ment  appears  to  amount  to 
ibis:  -Only  think  of  It! — those  viUaias  will  not  de- 
mand that  we  should  violate  oih  treaties."  And 
he  teallyappearsveryangry  on  the  occasion.  Ai 
to  tbe^eral  deduction,  that  the  French  Govem- 
tnem  u  not  disposed  to  treat  with  us,  he  had  only 
heard  once  the  report^  and  was  not  yet  prepared 
lo  form  a  correct  opinion  upon  that  part.  But  the 
gentleman  from  Sooth  UaroliDB  seems  lo  sup- 
pose that  ignorance  and  a  childish  reliance  are  so 
eonspicnons  ia  the  dcepWchas,  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble any  one  caa  fait  to  see  them.  If  this  were  ihe 
«a9e,t^couldsee  no  usefor  this  commentary.  Mr. 
0.  did  not  understand  whether  the  gentleman 
tneani  lo  aoply  his  terms  of  ignorance  and  child- 
ishness to  the  French  Minister  oi  Mr.  aerry,bat 
soppoicd  to  the  latter.    He  had  himself  read  the 

Seaterptrtof  the  communicatioiL  and  had  nei- 
erfonnd  mnchofigDoranceor  childishness.  He 
fonod,  on  the  contrary,  opinions  expressed  with 
Bkodeity,  and  wbtch,  being  formed  on  the  spot,  w«re 


ideitv,  a  I 
Uiniy  ei 


But  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  says  that 
this  report  IS  necessary  in  order  to  correct  the  false 
information  and  wron^  conclusions  contained  in 
the  despatches.  In  saying  this,  the  gentlemancould 
not  allude  to  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Ger- 
ry and  the  French  Minister,  but  that  between  Mr. 
Gerry  and  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  gentle- 
raan  seems  to  be  afraid  of  the  effects  whicn  this 
correspondence  will  produce.  Mr.  O.  believed  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Oerry  would  produce  an  effect.  Let 
him,  said  Mr.  G.,  get  as  many  of  the  Secretary  of 
State's  reports  as  ne  pleases,  and  send  Ihera  out 
with  as  many  of  his  own  observations  as  he  plea- 
ses, and  he  defied  him,  though  thousands  of  copies 
should  be  printed  and  dispersed,  to  prevent  the  im- 
iressioD  thai  would  be  made  upon  ibe  public  mind 
ly  the  reading  of  Mr.  Gerry's  letter,  which  was 
known  lo  be  written  by  an  honest  man  and  a  man 
The  opinions  of  such  a  man  will  cer- 
tainly have  greater  weight  than  Ihe  opinions  of 
men  who  are  at  3,000  miles  disitnce.  Whether 
the  effect  wilt  be  pemiclons  to  this  country  he 
would  not  say ;  it  may  be  so  considered  by  some 
gentlemen  ;  but  be  believed  the  circumstance  of 
their  thinking  it  necessary  to  send  out  an  antidote 
with  the  poison  will  operate  against  them,  as  it 
will  lead  tne  people  to  suspect  that  all  is  not  rlsht. 
Ther  will  naturally  say,  why  are  not  these  des- 
ihe«  sAl  to  us  as  before?  Was  not  the  opin- 
we  formed  of  the  last  a  correct  one?  Did  we 
not  then  decide  rightly;  and  cannot  we  now  be 
trusted  to  decide  for  ourselves  ?  Because  we  have 
not  been  permitted  to  do  so,  it  must  have  been  sup- 
posed by  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
a  majority  in  Congress,  that  we  should  draw  a 
different  conclusion,  from  the  facts  sent  to  us,  from 
what  ihey  have  done. 

On  a  proposition  for  calling  for  the  despatches 
now  communicated,  it  had  been  given  as  a  reason 
why  they  were  withheld,  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  preparing  a  report  to  accompany  them ; 
from  which  it  may  reasonably  be  inferred,  said 
Mr.  G.,  that  neither  Congress  noi  the  people  were 
to  be  trusted  to  make  their  own  conclusions  from 
these  despatches;  that  they  had  not  suffcient  dis- 
cernment to  do  it,  without  receiving  a  previous 
lesson  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

This,  said  Mr.  G.,  will  be  the  natural  conclu- 
sion ;  but  if  the  despatches  are  suffered  to  ^  out 
as  usual,  the  people  will  form  their  own  opinions 
candidly  upon  them. 

Mr.  Edmord  said,  the  question  was,  whether 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  should  or  should 
not  go  out  to  the  people,  with  the  despatches  with 
which  it  is  connected.  It  is  said  the  report  con- 
tains something  beyond  facts,  and  that  therefore  it 
ought  not  to  be  printed  with  the  despatches.  And 
does  not  the  letter  of  Mr.  Gerry,  besides  stBting 
what  he  has  done,  also  contain  his  opinions.  Whe- 
ther his  opinion  or  that  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
is  most  correct,  he  would  not  now  undertake  to 
say:  be  had  not  perused  them.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  says  the  deductions  of  Mr. 
Gerry  are  modest  and  conclusive,  and  will  have  a 
great  effect.  On  the  other  hand,  he  says  that  the 
deduetioDs  contained  in  tbe  report  of  the  Secre- 
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tary  of  State  will  operate  agaiosi  bim.  As  he  did 
Dot  kaow  what  eitnei  coniained,  aad  wishing  the 
'  people  to  see  i>olh,  he  should  vole  for  both  being 
printed. 

Mr.  Otis  was  of  opiaion  that  it  was  not  the 
House  that  was  degraded  by  receiring  this  report, 
but  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  ate  de- 
graded by  the  argumeats  of  geollemea  who  sup- 
pose ibey  are  not  to  be  trusted  with  tbe  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  they  cannot 
■  deleiinine  how  far  its  reasonings  are  just,  or 
Otherwise.  Tbe  gentleman  from  PenQBylvaiiia 
is  opposed  to  the  publication  of  this  report,  be- 
cause be  does  aol  approbate  all  the  opinions  con- 
tained in  it ;  and  will  the  gentleman  say  that  he 
S probates  all  tbe  sentiments  contained  in  Mr. 
irry's  letter  7  For  instance,  does  he  approbate 
this :  "  If.  OQ  the  other  hand.  Great  Britan,  unaid- 
ed, bad  falien,  tbe  United  States  would  have  been 
itl  a  much  better  condition  at  peace  than  in  war 
with  the  most  formidable  Power  the  world  had 
ezbibited.  Id  such  an  erent,  they  could  have  bui 
small  hopes  of  resisting  France;  and  it  might 
have  been  deemed  madness  in  them  ever  to  have 
attempted  it !"  But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
raota  says  these  despatches  ought  to  go  out  with' 
out  this  reportjbecause  the  former  despatches  were 
RO  sent  out.  This,  Mr.  O.  thought  a  good  reason 
why  this  report  should  be  published,  because  it 
brings  into  view  all  the  facts  contained  in  tbe  two 
despatches,  and  pari  of  which  may  by  this  time 
have  been  forgotten.  And  who,  said  Mr.  O.,  is 
ao  proper  to  draw  a  statement  of  this  kind  as  the 
Secretary  of  State,  who  is  sitaated  tt  the  source 
of  all  iDformatioD  concerningour  foreign  relations? 
In  his  mind,  this  report  would  be  considered  as 
tbe  finger  of  truth  in  this  business.  It  confirms 
what  was  said  by  the  President,  at  the  opening  of 
theoession,  "of Ibeullimatefailureofallour mea- 
sures for  reconciliation ;"  and  also,  that,  by  some  of 
their  declarations, it  would  appear ''  that  the  French 
are  averse  to  a  rupture,  but  that,  uoforluoately,  no 
reliance  can  be  placed  upon  their  declarations ;" 
or^  in  plain  words,  that  one  cannot  believe  any- 
thing they  say. 

Mr.  O.  was  glad  to  see  this  opposition  made  to 
the  publication  of  this  report,  as  it  convinced  him 
that  gentlemen  are  fully  impressed  with  die  efiect 
it  would  have  upon  the  public  mind. 

Mr.  Shepabd  asked  if  gentlemen  would  be  op- 
posed to  the  pubtication  of  this  report,  if  they 
thought  it  contained  false  reasoning  1  No,  they 
would  not.  They  were  convinced,  on  the  contrary, 
ibat  it  contains  troths,  and  they  are  afraid  the  peo- 
ple should  see  them. 

Mr.  PiNCEMEY  was  astonished  to  hear  so  much 
opposition  given  to  the  publication  of  all  the  infor- 
malion  for  the  people  which  is  received  by  Con- 
gress, through  tbe  proper  official  channel, ona  iraas- 
sclion  of  the  utmost  importance  to  them.  He 
could  not  conceive  what  hidden  reason  could  lurk 
under  this  opposition.  A  negotiation  has  been 
carried  on  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
He  has  acted  upon  the  li^ht  which  &e  has  received 
upon  the  subject;  and  if  he  chooses  to  give  his 
opinion  upon  any  despatches,  through  the  medi- 


um of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  a  view  of  jus- 
tifying the  part  he  has  acted,  is  he  not  justified  in 
doing  B0 1  And  when  he  does  it.  shall  tbe  House 
refuse  to  make  those  reasons  public  ?  The  Presi^ 
dent  would  have  been  wanting  in  his  duty,  had  be 
not  given  this  information  to  Congress,  He  is 
the  source  of  knowledge  with  respect  to  our  foreign 
relations,  and  is  therefore  the  only  person  who  can 
give  information.  Are  we  afraid,  said  Mr.  P.,  to 
trust  the  people  with  this  information  1  He  saw 
no  reason  which  could  apply  to  the  pnblication  of 
tbe  documents,  which  would  not  also  apply  to  the 
publication  of  the  report.  The  gentleman  from. 
Pennsylvania  says  it  will  produce  no  effect;  but 
his  attempt  to  stifle  its  publication  seems  to  speak 
a  different  language.  The  same  gentleman,  from 
Pennsylvania,  nadinsinuated  that  it  was  the  wiali 
of  certain  members  in  this  House  to  plunge  the 
country,  iinnecessarily,  into  war.  It  might  be 
replied,  that  there  are  other  gentlemen  who  wish 
lo  lull  the  people  of  the  United  States  into  a  false 
security,  in  order  to  prevent  them  from  vigorously 

?'cparing  to  defend  ihemselves  against  attack. 
bis  would  be  repelling  one  unjustifiable  insinua- 
tion by  another  perhaps  equally  so. 

Mr.  Venablb  said,  as  what  he  had  said  had 
been  frequently  alluded  to,  and  unfairly  stated,  he 
must  repeat  that  he  was  far  from  wishing  to  pre- 
clude the  people  from  a  sight  of  this  report.  The 
objection,  said  Mr.  V.,  is  not  to  the  makine  of  it 
public,  because  it  will  doubtless  appear  in  all  the 
papers,  which  give  it  a  greater  publicity,  than  any 
other  mode.  That  is  not  the  object;  gentlemen 
know  it  is  not.  The  Secretary-  of  State  mar  cir- 
culate his  opinion  in  every  corner  of  the  United 
Slates,  if  he  pleases ;  he  only  objected  to  the  mode 
of  doing  it.  Mr<  V.  repeated  some  of  the  forma 
expressions  as  to  the  report  being  d^iadiag  to  the 
House,  and  said,  if  the  Secretary  of  State  were  to 
be  permitted  to  send  to  Congress  comments  on  one 
subject,  be  might  do  it  upon  another,  and  where 
would  De  the  crouod  leA  for  i^ialation  7  It  would 
become  very  limited,  indeed- 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  words,  "and 
of  this  day,"  was  negatived,  46  to  36,  and  theo,  tbe 
blank  being  filled  with  12,000,  it  was  earned  with- 
out a  dissenting  voice. 

TnEBDAT,  January  33. 

Mr.  Harpeb,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meansj  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  com- 
peasaiion  of  clerks;  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

RELIEF  OF  SICK  SEAMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  tbe  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  bill 
to  authorize  the  reimbursement  of  money  advanced 
to  sick  and  disabled  seamen  in  foreign  countries; 
which,  after  adopting  one  amendment,  and  reject- 
ing two  others,  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  FKAHCB. 

Tbe  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  further  lo  sospead  the  commetcial  in- 
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lercMine  between  the  United  Sutes  bdiI  Fnnee, 
ud  the  dependencies  iheieof,  aod  for  other  pur- 
poses, aod  the  4th  section  of  the  bill  beiog  under 
considerattoD,  ia  the  followiikg  words,  viz : 

"  That  1^  ml  any  timn  •flei  the  p-— ing  of  thia  Kct,  the 
CarenimAit  of  Frvice,  or  any  patont  daiming  and 
euTonng  eammand  and  autlutrit}i,  in  any  uland, 
fori  orplaet,  btlongiag  to  tkt  Fratth  E^nMU,  ihall 
df*^j  diu'ow,  and  (hall  be  found  to  ie6un  &om  Uie  if - 
gnoDiu,  depredBtioiu,  and  hoitilitiea,  which  b«ie  bean, 
ud  intiylhem  encounj^ed  and  maintained  against  the 
tmkU  tnd  other  propert;  of  the  dliieiu  of  the  United 
BlalH,  and  agminit  theii  national  rijihta  and  aoTcreigntj, 
m  nolition  OS  the  lawa  of  nation*,  it  ihall  thereupon  be 
liwiiil  fcr  the  rreiident  of  the  United  States,  being  aa- 
CRtained  of  the  premiaM,  if  he  ihall  deem  it  expedient 
t  with  the  intereat  of  the  United  Stale*,  to 


Binl*  and  ptohibitionB 
dbreaaid,  eitbai  witb  iw^ect  to  the  Prendi  RapnUic, 
ot  10  any  avdl  idand,  pott,  or  plaoe,  balongiog  to  aaid 
Hepabbcv  with  whidt  a  eommercial  intareonrM  nia; 
■fely  be  muised ;  and  alao  to  renTe  the  aaid  reatrainta 
uid  jmhibitioaa,  after  the  aauM  ahall  haTo  been  diacon- 
tinncd,  wheoeier  in  hi*  opinion  the  intereat  of  Ihe  United 
8(*lti  ihali  require ;  and  he  ahall  be,  and  herebj  ia,  an- 
tboiiud  to  make  prodamalion  thereof  accordinglir :" 

Ur.  NicBOLAS  aaid.  there  are  aome  words  ia  this 
eectioo  [in  italics]  which  he  did  not  understand, 
ud  if  he  could  not  gel  an  eiplanalion  of  them  in 
Uf  other  wif ,  he  would  move  lo  strike  them  out. 
They  we  not  lathe  former  law ;  and  ihey  are  »ery 
oieiuiTe.  They  go  to  this,  that  a  man  in  author- 
ity in  oDe  of  these  ialaod*,  be  bis  aaihoritf  as  lim- 
ited u  it  may,  may  make  an  ajj-reemeDt  on  the 
ubiecl  of  intercourse  different  trom  what  he  ia 
tniBorized  \o  do  by  the  Republic  of  Prance,  and, 
in  that  case,  thv  island  is  to  be  open  for  our  com- 
Dierce.  He  wished  for  some  informaiioD  on  this 
snbjecL 

Mr.  6.  Shitb  nodenlood,  that  Ihe  reason  wh<r 
liteae  words  had  been  introduced  into  tbe  bill  was, 
ii  order  to  meet  tbe  caw  of  Hispaniola.  Ii  was 
well  known  ibftt  a  new  agent  had  nicceeded  He- 
domilie  there ;  that  be  has  published  a  proclama- 
liw,  silting,  ibat  notwithstanding  the  decree  of  the 
Preach  Republic,  which  ditecU  the  snzure  of  all 
Americio  Teasels  and  their  cargoes,  whenerer 
there  ihall  be  found  on  board  an  article  of  British 
nuAu&cture,  he  was  authorized  to  anspend  that 
decree  so  tar  as  relates  to  Teasels  coming  to  thai 
utand.  And,  Mr.  8.  said,  if  any  agent  in  the  West 
ladiei  could  giTeaaanranees  that  no  capture  sbould 
lake  place  from  tbe  idand  of  which  he  is  Oovem- 
or,  then  the  President  ahall  be  authorized  lo  open 
our  commerce  with  that  ialand.    It  ttb*  on  this 


Mr.  NicBOLaa  said,  if  th«  clause  were  intended 
U)  meet  the  case  to  which  the  gentleman  bad  alln- 
™,the  agent  had  bis  powers  from  the  French 
Goreniment,  and  wbaterer  he  did  must  be  consid- 
ered t>  done  by  that  GoTernment,  until  his  power 
should  be  revoked  ;  but,  as  tbeclause  stood,  it  would 
authorize  tbe  President  to  treat  with  usurpers ;  not 
"erelT  with  persons  in  power,  but  with  any  per- 
ND  haTing  momentary  possesaion  of  a  place,  and 
hecoaldnotagTeeioaiKbapci&eiple.   Why.Mked 


Mr.  N.,  was  this  law  originally  passed  7  Was  it 
Dot  an  order  to  brinr  France  to  terms  by  distress- 
ing her  ialaodsf  Suppose  France  should  sav  to 
one  of  her  agents  in  the  West  indies.  "  You  shaJl 
be  authorized  to  make  a  stipulation  with  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  take  off  the  susDension  of  intercourse 
with  respect  to  your  island."  Would  not  this  be 
lo  acknowledge  that  there  our  regulation  pinched 
ber  t  And  would  not  the  opening  of  intercourse 
with  such  a  place,  bf  relieriDg  tbe  distresses  of 
France,  defeat  the  D*riginal  intention  of  (he  law? 
[Mr.  Hahfeb  Bbked  if  there  was  any  question  be- 
fore the  committee  1]  Mr.  N,  said  he  would  make 
one.  by  moving  to  strike  out  thissection.  A  clause 
of  tDis  kind,  Mr.  N.  said,  held  out  an  invitation  to 
agents  to  abandon  their  country,  and  to  set  up 
Governments  of  their  own.  If  it  were  to  operate 
only  in  a  partial  manner,  for  the  relief  of  such  of 
the  French  islands  as  are  so  far  distressed  as  that 
tbe  Qovernment  should  be  willing  lo  restrain  her 
depredations,  so  far  as  related  to  those  narticulai* 
places,  where  will  be  the  efficiency  of  Ihe  law 
afterwardsl  ItwiUonljr  prove  a  burden  upon  our 
own  citizens,  without  injuring  France.  If  we  are 
to  hare  a  free  trade  with  the  West  Indies,  why 
deprive  tobacco  planiets  of  going  immediatety  to 
the  countrv  where  the  article  is  consumed,  instead 
of  going  iDTough  Spain,  and  by  other  circuitous 
routes?  Bat  the  other  aspect  of  the  bill,  Mr.  N. 
aaid,  was  the  most  extriordinary  and  exceptionable 
he  ever  saw.  It  authorized  the  President  to  treat 
wilh  persons  "claiming  authority."  This  provi- 
sion may  produce  coiksequenees  the  most  fatal. 
Suppose  imy  of  tbe  islands  make  a  separate  nego- 
tiation with  this  country;  what  will  be  the  e£^t 
of  OUT  having  thus  enticed  them  to  disobey  iheir 
Oovemmenl?  Will  this  GoTernraeat  not  be 
chargeable  with  having  assisted  in  detaching  such 
a  colony  from  its  GoTeroment  ?  And  if  so,  could 
anything  afford  a  more  lasting  cause  for  war  than 
an  act  of  this  kind?  If  there  be  any  disposition 
in  the  French  QoTemment  to  treat,  (whicn,  how- 
BTcr,  the  Secretary  of  State  denies,)  a  conduct  of 
this  kind  would  efiectuaily  root  it  out,  and  there 
could  be  no  treaty — no  peace  between  the  two 
connlriea — for  years  to  come.  If  gentlemen,  there- 
fore, can  give  no  better  explanation  of  this  clause 
than  has  already  been  giTen,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
stricken  ovt. 

Mr.  Otib  did  not  beliere  that  a  more  nnjustifl- 
aUe  jealousy  ever  entered  the  heated  imagination 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  than  that  which 
occupies  it  at  this  moment.  He  seems  to  think 
that  this  section  of  the  bill  is  intended  only  lo  en- 
courage usurpation  and  rebellion,  whereas,  a  slight 
attention  should  convince  him,  that  when  any  one 
of  tbe  French  islands  or  dependencies  revolt  and 
declare  for  independence,  neither  the  law  passed 
the  last  session  nor  this  bill  will  apply  to  such  a 
case.  In  such  an  event,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
exiattng  laws  to  prevent  our  carrying  on  a  free 
trade  with  sneh  rcTolted  island.     Ifaltenlion  be 

r'd  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  it  will  be  seen 
apply  only  to  such  places  as  are  under  the  ae- 
knowledged  GoTcrnment  of  Prance;  and  Ihe  mo- 
ment a  ^ace  is  no  longer  under  her  OoTeramen^ 
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both  the  existing  taw  and  this  section  became 
itull  with  respect  to  that  place,  and  a  new  rela- 
tion would  be  created  wbich  would  be  regulated 
voder  the  law  of  oations.  Ifa  rebellion  of  this  kind 
should  break  out,  it  would  become  a  question  to 
what  extent  we  ought  to  carry  on  commerce  with 
the  rebellioua  place;  and  we  should  then  be  goT- 
erned  by  existing  circumstances.  If  we  shooul  be 
at  war  with  France,  wo  should  doubtless,  said  Mr. 
O.J  avail  oBraelres  of  the  trade  to  its  full  ntent, 
without  respect  to  her  wish^;  but  if  an  aecom- 
modalion  oi  difierences  sboold  be  effected,  and  the 
mother  country  should  prohibit  all  trade  with  the 
revolters,  it  is  not  presumable  that  this  Qorernment 
would  sanction  any  commerce  fhn'  would  provoke 
a  war,  or  protect  adventurers  from  the  seizure  and 
confiscation  of  their  property. 

But  it  is  not  enougtt,  olMerved  Mr.  O.,  to  say 
that  thisseciioQ  doec  not  relate  to  rebellious  colo- 
nies ;  it  b  merely  a  provision  to  meet  such  eondi- 
^ODs  as  the  aeeata  of  the  Executive  Directory  are 
entitled  to  make,  consistently  with  their  allegiance 
to  their  own  country— such  at  least  as  they  con- 
•tantly  undertake  to  pr[^)ose.  Without  assuming 
to  define  the  powers  of  these  agents,  it  was  verv 
clear,  that  they  have  undertaken  to  dispense  with 
the  decrees  and  laws  of  the  Republic,  whenever 
Che  exigencies  of  their  Ooveroments  have,  in  iheir 
opinion,  made  it  necessary  or  convenient. 

At  St.  Domingo  and  at  Oiiadaloupe,  the  agents 
seem  to  exercise  an  unlimited  control  over  the 
trade  and  maritime  concerns  of  those  islands.  He 
presumed  they  had  a  discretiooary  right  given  to 
them  to  relax  or  suspend  many  of  the  decrees  of 
the  mother  country,  with  respect  to  the  territory 
they  are  appointed  to  govern.  The  uniform  con- 
duct of  SuiIhoDax  and  Polverel,  and  of  all  the 
Commissioners  at  St.  Domingo,  show  this  to  be 
the  ease ;  end  at  Ghiadalonpe,  Victor  Hugues  ha* 

rived  himxelf  to  be  nothing  less  than  a  despot, 
this  bill  passed,  these  Commissioners  may  open 
the  commerce  with  this  country,  even  though  an 
mwD  war  should  exist  between  this  nation  and 
France.  Nay,  Mr.  O.  said,  he  had  a  proclamation 
of  Hedonville,  the  late  agent  at  Cape  Francois,  in 
his  hand,  which  shows  t&t  he  had  determined  to 
adopt  this  tioe  of  condoct. 

[Mr.  O.  read  the  prockmatioB  wbich  states  that 
DBUiral  ships  and  cargoes,  that  provisions  and  dry 
^oods,  shall  be  admitted  into  St.  Domingo  in  Amer- 
tcaa  bottoms,  that  they  shall  not  be  seized  wheo 
destined  for  French  porta,  but  pass  unmolested  by 
French  cruisers  even  if  war  ^ould  break  out 
between  the  mother  country  aad  the  United 
States.] 

Now,  said  Mx.  O.,  the  interests  of  this  eouBtry, 
and  of  our  metoantile  citizens  in  partic«lai,  rc~ 
^lire  us  to  place  ourselves  in  a  situation  to  meet 
uiese  advances.    Can  there  be  any  difficulty  in 

S'TJng  to  the  President  a  power  with  respect  to 
e  trade  with  a  part  of  the  Frenoh  dominioas, 
which  he  at  preseai  possesses  over  the  whole  7 
Qeotlemeu  have  said  that  an  agent  has  arrived 
from  an  iistirper  in  St.  Domingo.  Mr.  O.  said,  hi 
did  not  know  the  fact.  He  did  not  know  o(  amy 
«aurper  in  St.  Domiago,    H«  baliored  Qea^ 


Toossaint  had  succeeded  Hedouville  in  the  gov- 
ernment oi'  that  island  ;  that  he  bad,  in  imitation 
of  his  superiors,  sent  him  off  in  the  same  way  as 
io  the  mother  country  are  sent  off  those  who  may 
be  obnoxious  to  the  designs  of  ibe  reigning  and 
the  strongest  party.  But  it  does  not  follow  that 
these  measures  of  General  Tonssaint  will  not  be 
ratified  by  the  French  Oovernment.  The  same 
Gteneral  had  heretofore  sent  off  the  Commissioner 
Santhonax.  He  was  not,  however,  for  this  cause 
declared  to  have  forfeited  his  allegiance,  but  pains 
;i!lehim,and  San- 


e  takeo  tt 


ippease  ai 
thonai  came  bacV.  He  was  afterwards  succeeded 
by  Hedouville,  who  is,  in  his  turn,  seni  on  a  voy- 
age  to  France.  Butj  said  Mr.  0,,  shall  we  now 
begin  to  examine  into  the  l^alit^of  the  powers 
of  persons  in  authority,  either  in  France  or  ia  hat 
West  India  possessions  1  Uase  we  not  uniforraly 
adhered  to  the  prioeij^  that  those  who  exercise 
defticto  are  the  only  persons  that  we  are 
bound  to  reeognisel  From  the  first  dawn  of  the 
Revolution,  we  have,  said  he,  never  questioned  the 
legitimacy  of  the  power  exercised  in  France ;  to 
us  it  seemed  indifferent  whether  Jacobins  or  Gi- 
rondists were  at  the  helm  of  a&irs;  whether  it 
reign  of  terror  or  of  modetation-  We  have 
consiantly  sung  hosannas  and  offered  adorations 
to  the  great  R«puhlic,  one  and  indivisible,  with- 
out considering  by  whose  hands  the  power  was 
exercised.  It  is  now  loo  late  lofhange  this  sys- 
tem. We  have  no  war  of  knowing,  said  Mr.  0-, 
whether  the  agents  oi  the  Directory  act  in  con- 
formity to  the  will  of  their  masters  or  not,  until 
the  Government  drclares  tbem  out  of  their  alf^i- 
anee.  It  will  then  be  sochi  enough  for  us  to  deter* 
mine  the  postore  which  good  faith  and  policy  re- 
quire us  to  take. 

But,  the  gentleman  from  Viiginia  says,  we  ought 
not  to  treat  with  individuals  under  any  circmn- 
■tances;  but  it  appear*  probable  that  the  French 
Republic  may  permit  her  ageuta  to  carry  on  this 
commeree,  and  to  give  us  satisfactory  assurances 
of  safety  and  protection  without  a  treaty ;  and 
such  an  anangement  would  be  advantageoiu  to 
that  RepnUic. 

We  &id,  indeed,  said  Mr.  O.,  from  the  papers 
on  the  table,  that  one  of  the  eomplainia  of  that 
Government  b  founded  on  this  suspension  of  in- 
tarcourMj  and  th«iefore  to  restore  the  trade  in  part 
is  to  dimmish  the  cause  of  complaint.  With  le- 
speet  to  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia, that  it  was  the  object  of  the  original  act,  oy 
distressing  France,  to  taing  hn  to  (enos,  he  dif- 
fered in  opinion  from  him.  It  was  merdy  a  de- 
fensive measure.  Our  trade  became  so  insecure, 
that  it  was  necessary  to  do — what?  conquer 
France?  No;  but  to  prevMit  the  ruin  vrhicb 
threatened  our  citizens,  by  prohibitii^  all  M*t- 
course  with  that  country  and  its  dependencies; 
and  whenever  an  end  is  put  to  those  a^re*- 
sions  and  depredations,  the  suspension  may  be 
removed. 

,  This,  said  Mr.  O.,  is  not  a  novel  practice.  At 
tlie  commeneement  of  the  late  war,  the  citiz^ 
of  tbe  Bahamas  were  excepted  from  the  genenl 
regtilatioas  and  oiden  prescribed  to  ourpiiy&ieera. 
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It  is  Toy  pauible  lo  be  at  mr  with  a 
ret  u  peace  with  a  certain  portion  of  i 
W(  find,  bjr  the  papen  od  oar  uUe,  tnai  p  ranee 
Myi  bet  pnvateen  hnwt  traiugretsed  their  auihor- 
iijr,  aod  that  iher  have  now  detemiined  that  no 
eoiiimii>ioiissbalibeisiued,ezeept  by  their  affentt. 
Lei  ni  be  prepared  to  meet  them,  if  they  will  act 
iccwdlngljr  I  and  if  their  agents  in  the  Colo 
niea reBtTaiD  pnTateering.  aDddepredatioiiswitbiD 
tbeir  respective  jarisdialions,  let  us  avail  onr- 
Mlres  of  their  good  dispoaitions  vithoat  any  nice 
iaqniriet. 

Mr.  O.  b«d  »ii,  that  thic  law  had  no  allutian  lo 
taj  country  in  rebellion ;  bat  he  could  conceive 
it  ptwuUe  that  St.  Domingo  ma.y  declare  itself  in- 
dependent,  and  become  to,  in  spite  of  the  appom- 
lioQ  of  Prance,  or  the  wishes  of  ihi*  country.  Far 
be  ii  from  me,  continued  Mr.  O.,  lo  contend  Ihat 
it  a  dnirable  for  the  interett  of  the  United  Sutes 
thit  inch  an  event  should  happen  ;  such  a.  doo- 
trine  ii  this  moment  would  be  unseasonable  and 
imjffopa ;  but,  if  it  does  lake  place,  he  miff ht  siy, 
wiibool  offence,  it  would  be  good  policy  to  oe  upon 
ihe best  terms  with  ihepersonB  inantborily  there; 
if  not,  the  inhabitants  of  that  i^nd  may  become 
pintei  upon  our  trade,  and  do  us  more  mischief 
than  we  form^ly  suffered  from  the  Barbary  Pow- 
ers. To  prevent  which,  let  u*  feed  and  ctotbe 
ihcm  and  deprive  them  of  iodocementt  to  qsit 
their  island. 

Hi.  O.  hoped,  therefore,  this  section  would  be 
ittaiDed,  and  that  we  should  not,  hy  refusing  to 
liiini  to  [be»e  people,  throw  them  into  the  hands 
of  inother  Power.  Thia  island,  said  be,  may 
noTC  a  very  formidable  enemy,  or  a  very  useful 
fiintd.  If  we  recollect,  said  be,  what  was  done 
by  a  hsadftil  of  Haroons  of  Jamaioaj  we  shall 
forni  DO  coDiempiible  idea  of  a  populadon  of  6va 
bnodred  thoHaand  aouls,  of  whicn  thirty  or  forty 
thooaDd  are  diKipUned  troops,  and  who  have  in 
their  possession  one  of  the  nchesl  islands  in  the 
West  Indies ;  and,  if  driven  to  despair,  would  have 
ii  in  their  power  to  infliot  deep  wounds  upon  oar 
tcmmerce. 

While,  therefore,  we  carefully  abatain  from 
JDcititig  ihem  to  revolt,  and  are  silent  upon  the 
tcsdIi  of  their  mdepenoence,  in  refarenee  to  this 
eovDiry,  we  should  not  omit  any  &ir  occasion  lo 
teich  ihem  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  an 
amieible  intooonrfe  with  our  cooatry:  and  to 
eBliiratethoaegooddisposifioos which  other*  wiU 
inprore  if  we  unwineiy  repel  tbeis. 

Mr.  Huiraa  did  sot  know  thaibeconldgiveaB 
eipUaaiioa  of  this  section  which  woold  be  aati*. 
fiKton  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia ;  but  he 
vonld  Slate  whst  was  the  intention  of  the  bill,  and 


n  Mriot  conformity  with  the   bill  heretofore 
fused.    The  object  of  that  bill  was  twofold  ;  first 


.ect  of  that  bill  was  twofold  ;fii 
iDnveimr  commerce  from  that  speculative  and 
Iiuaidons  enterprise  which  the  high  profits  made 
br  succcHfoi  voyages  enticed  tha  merchant  to  go 
into,  which  was  a-  spceiea  of  gambling  by  which 
wme  made  iatwB  fa/ttaita,  bm  other*  surtained 
iKavy  loMSi.    This  tndx  mt  Mmething  of  the 


nature  of  fero^banks.  or  lotteries,  which  all  good 
Qovernments  have  thought  proper  to  prohibit. 
The  Qovemmeni  of  this  eouniry  thought  it  wise 
to  interfere,  and  say  to  the  merchants ;  ^  Yon  shall 
not  run  theae  ^reai  risks ;  for  though  a  few  of  yon 
make  ^reat  gain  by  the  trade,  the  loss  upon  the 
whole  IS  much  greater  than  the  gain."  Xliis  waa 
oae  object.  The  other  was,  to  deter  the  French 
nation,  and  those  ezercido^  authority  ander  it, 
from  committiBg  depredations  upon  oar  com- 
merce, and  ihiM  jftotate  proteoCiou  to  our  trade. 
By  what  meaas  wu  this  to  be  accomplished  1  By 
withholding  from  the  French  those  articles  M 
prime  necessity  which  they  were  accustomed  to 
receive  through  the  medium  of  commerce,  lo  pro- 
duce an  effeoi  which  they  shoold  feel. 

Let  us  examine,  said  Mr.  H.,  whether  this  sec 
tion  is  in  conformity  to  these  twoobjecla.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  with  respect  to  the  first,  be- 
cause if  you  can  prevail  upon  those  who  hereto- 
fore encouraged  privateering,  to  forbear  to  make 
further  depredations,  otir  commerce  will  un- 
questionably be  rendered  safe.  The  reasott, 
therefore,  for  laying  the  restnetion,  is  thus  re- 
moved ;  and  he  saw  uo  reason  why  it  shoatd  be 
continued. 

Bui  gentlemen  My,  that  this  claoae  will  hold 
out  an  excitement  lo  rebellion,  as  it  proposes  to 
negotiate  with  nnanthorized  uenls.  It  says  to 
the  Colonies,  "  rise  and  shake  off  your  atl^iance." 
How  1  U  it  throwing  off  allegiance  to  the  French 
Republic,  to  say  they  will  not  fit  out  privateen 
against  hs?  Mr,  H.  asked,  whether  the  Colonies 
areoUiged  to  fit  ont  privaieersl  No  such  thing; 
they  may,  in  case  of  war,  privateer  ;  but,  it  is  a 
privilege  and  not  a  duty.  Is  the  advantage  held 
o«t  to  the  Colonies  by  tbU  bill,  on  condition  thai 
ihey  revolt  1  We  say  expressly  to  the  contrary, 
viz  :    ''  White  yon  continue  under  your  alliance 

the  French  Republic,  and  shall,  nevertheless. 


^  ~  exercise  i^inM  us  the  right  of  privat^r- 
Bgainst  Dvr  ships,  we  will  trade  with  you  ae 

af"    Thin  cannot  surely  be  construed  into  an 

exciting  of  rebellion.  We  Imow,  said  Mr.  H^^thal 
(heee  Colonies  have  privateered  against  as.  Whe- 
ther they  have  done  trhat  they  were  not  euihot- 
ized  to  do,'iB  not  for  me  to  inquire.  If  they  will 
not  give  up  the  privilege  ol  privateeriog,  they 
oaonot  have  the  benefit  i^  our  trade.  II  they  have 
not  the  anthoritv  to  do  so,  be  supposed  they 
would  not  do  it ;  bat  if  General  Tonsaainl  prohib- 
it* nriva  tearing,  we  aball  suppose  he  has  the  right 
to  do  it. 

If  the  effect  which  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
flinia  mentions, could  be  produced  upon  the  French 
Qovemment  by  eoatinuing  the  restrictious,  it 
would  be  well  lo  eontinne  them;  hut  we  hare 
seen  how  little  France  cares  for  the  welfare  of  her 
Colonies,  and  therefore  cannot  reckon  upon  snob 
an  dOect.  To  persevere  with  a  view  of  obteining 
■n  uncertain  good,  would  be  bad  policy,  when,  by 
making  the  propaecd  change,  we  can  obiein  a 
certain  good.  Bcarcely  can  any  good  man  hesi- 
tate abmit  the  choice,  when  certain  and  preea- 
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bill,  when  it  passed  at  (be  last  sesiioo,  was  to  pre- 
Tent  depredations  upon  our  commerce ;  but  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House  who  voted  for  it,  did  so  witb 


of  sell|ement  wilh  the  United  States.  It  was 
then  said  by  some  gentlemen,  that  it  was  not  im- 
probable that  the  trade  to  the  West  Indies  was 
eren  more  advantageous  to  the  United  States 
than  to  France,  valuable  as  it  was  to  her ;  and 
that,  therefore,  it  would  not  produce  the  effect 
predicted.  This  was  his  opinion,  and  he  there- 
fore Toted  against  the  bill.  But,  though  he  voted 
against  this  measure,  and  some  others,  which  he 
thought  at  the  time  premature,  yei  a  majority  of 
Congress  having,  by  adopting  ihem,  placed  the 
nation  iu  its  present  situation,  whatever  his  opin- 
ion might  then  have  been,  and  whatever  it  might 
now  be.  as  to  the  probabilliy  of  an  end  being  put 
to  our  differences  with  Prance,  he  should  think  it 
bad  policy,  under  present  circumstances,  to  recede 
from  the  ground  then  taken,  since  such  a  conduct 
could  betray  nothing  but  weakness,  and  tend  to 
defeat  the  object  which  all  doubtless  have  in  view, 
whatever  might  be  the  different  opinions  of  ob- 
taining it,  an  honohible  peace.  Though  this  law, 
therefore,  was  limited  to  the  present  session,  he 
waa  ready  to  vote  for  a  coniinuance  of  it ;  but  the 
aection  now  under  consideration  goes  enurely 
npon  new  ground,  and  entirely  different  to  any 
either  taken  or  avowed  at  the  last  session. 

The  law  now  in  existence,  said  Mr.  G.,  has  a 
section  something  similar  to  this,  though  widely- 
different  in  substance.    It  is  to  this  effect;  that  if, 
before  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  Qovern- 
ment  of  France,  and  all  persons  under  its  author- 
ity,-shall  disavow  and  be  found  to  refrain  from 
depredations  upon  our  commerce,  then  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  President  to  suspend  the  operatii 
of  this  law.    Not  to  any  part,  but  witb  the  whole. 
By  thai  taw,  we  said,  "  We  are  not  yet  at  war 
with  you,  we  will  adopt  such  measures  as  we 
think  necessary  for  our  present  situation.    We 
will  suspend  commerce  with,  you  as  a  nstioE 
but  if  you,  as  a  nation,  shall  disavow  and  refrai 
from  depredations,  we  have  ^ven  the  President 
power  to  renew  our  commercial  intercourse 
jrou." 

But  what  said  Mr.  O.,  is  the  language  of  this 
section?     It  is  this.     [He  read  the  section 
above.]    It  is,  that  if  any  part  of  the  nation, 
any  commanding  officer,  or  person  claiming 
thority,  in  any  one  port,  or  island,  shall  take  ihone 
steps  which  we  consider  necessary  for  that  nation 
to  lake,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  to 
remit  and  discontinue  the  restraints,  prohibitions, 
&e.    Instead  of  taking  a  general  national  ground, 
it  i^ovides  for  the  negotiation  of  an  individual, 
on  his  private  account,  who  may  either  exercise, 
or  claim  to  exercise, authority  in  any  island,  Sk. 

We  are  not,  said  Mr.  Q.,  at  war,  and  an  act  of 
this  kind  is  an  act  which,  if  it  can  be  justified  at 
all,  can  only  be  made  use  of  in  a  state  of  war.  It 
is  only  in  such  a  state  that  we  are  authorized  to 
declare,  (hat  we  will  act  a  differmt  part  witb  cer- 
tain paila  of  a  country  at  war,  from  what  we 


meant  to  act  with  the  whole';  that  we  will  nego- 
tiate,_treat,  make  specific  regulations  with  private, 
individuals,  provided  they  shall  do— what?  Dis- 
avow what  the  French  Republic  does  not  disa- 
vow. The  present  act  makes  it  necessary  for  the 
disavowal  lo  come  from  the  Oovemmeni ;  but 
this  section  says,  ''  that  although  the  French  Gov- 
ernment shall  not  disavow  or  restrain  her  depreda- 
tions, &c.,  yet  if  an  individual  shall  do  it,  we  will 
open  a  trade  with  this  individual.  This  would 
he  to  encourage  insurrections.  It  is  establishing 
a  doctrine  which  is  reprobated  almost  every  day 
on  this  floor — that  it  is  right  to  divide  a  people 
from  their  Qovernment. 
Before  he  examined  what  would  be  the  cons«- 

Sience  of  such  a  conduct,  it  miehi  he  proper,  Mr. 
.  said,  to  notice  what  had  fallen  from  the  gen- 
tlemen from  MaMacbnaelts  and  South  Carorina. 
The  gentleman  from  Massaebnsetis  told  the 
House  that  this  section  could  not  apply  to  any 
place  in  rebellion,  because  no  part  of  this  bill  does 
apply  to  any  such  ease ;  and,  therefore,  that  it  is 
wrong  to  suppose  that  this  section  holds  out  any 
encouragement  to  rebellion:  In  proof  of  his  as- 
sertion, he  referred  to  the  Crst  section  of  the  hill 
to  show  that  it  relates  only  to  places  under  the 
acknowledged  Qovernment  of  France.  By  ad- 
verting to  the  words,  Mr,  G.  said,  it  would  be 
found  that  the  bill  prohibits  intercourse  "to  any 
port  or  place  within  the  territory  of  the  French 
Republic,  or  the  dependencies  tliereof,  or  lo  any 
place  in  the  West  Indies,  or  elsewhere,  under  the 
acknowledged  Government  of  France."  This 
description  relates  to  two  different  states  of  things; 
)st,  commerce  with  any  port  or  place  witbin  the 
territory  of  France  or  its  dependencies,  (and  here 
is  included  St,  Domingo,  for  so  longas  France  has 
not  renounced  her  Colonies,  they  are  her  depen- 
dencies,) or  to  any  place  in  the  West  Indies,  un- 
der the  acknowledged  Qovernment  of  France. 
These  words  relate  to  olaces  which  they  maT 
take  in  the  course  of  tne  war,  which,  thongu 
under  the  acknowledged  Government  of  France, 
do  not  make  part  of  her  dependencies.  Ther?- 
'      the  argument  of  the  gentleman  is  altogether 


The  geutleman  also  told  (he  Hoase,  that  this 
clause  was  meant  to  apply  to  certain  acts  of  the 
acknowledged  agents  of  France  who  may  open  a 
trade  with  us,  notwithstanding  the  decrees  of  the 
Directory,  and  he  introdnced  the  proclamation  of 
HedouTtlle  to  show  that  this  was  the  intention  of 
the  bill.  Whatever  the  proclamation  of  Hedou- 
ville  may  have  been,  this  bill  was  certainly  not 
meant  to  meet  any  such  case ;  if  it  had,  it  would 
have  been  differently  expressed.  This  section 
says,  that  when  any  persons  claiming  and  exer- 
cising command,  dtc.,  shall  clearly  disavow — 
wbal  ?  the  aggressions,  depredations,  and  hostili- 
ties of  the  Government  under  whose  authority 
the>'  act.  What  does  this  amount  to  ?  Certainly 
lo  an  official  disavowal  of  ill  the  acts  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  mother  country  which  has  viola- 
ted our  national  rights  and  sovereignty.  Both 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Blassachnsetta  proceeded  to  say,  that 
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the  objects  produced  by  this  clause  would  be  beo- 
tficid  10  the  United  States.  Suppose  this  should, 
la  lOOif  degree,  be  the  case,  if  other  effects  of  a 
■eriotu  ind  mischievous  nature  may  proceed  from 
ii,  tbe  measare  ought  not  lo  be  adopted. 

The  effect  expected  to  be  produced  it  to  operate 
Dm  npoD  Prance,  but  upon  certain  agents,  or  com' 
tninduig  officers  in  the  West  India  islands,  by 
indaeuie  Ihem  to  forbear  from  priTalecring.  Sup- 
poiinc  uiis  effect  is  produced,  said  Mr.  O.,  will  it 
DOl  aiso  be  considered  as  a  lure  thrown  out  to 
CDCoange  those  afeoti  to  negotiate  in  their  [wi' 
nle  capacity  7  Certainly  one  effect  will  not  pre- 
Tn>t  tbe  other,  and  the  whole  of  the  subject  ought 
theiefore  to  be  considered  together. 

It  is  said  that  any  kind  of  negotiation  which 
migfai  be  pntered  into  with  any  agent  of  the  £x- 
MDliirs  Directory,  whatever  may  be  the  situation 
of  that  agent,  ought  to  be  considered  as  lawful, 
btcaUK  we  ought  not  to  inquire  into  the  right 
which  ■  person  hu  to  exercise  a  power  ;  that  it 
ti  enough  for  our  purpose  if  he  does  exercise  it. 
This  doctrine,  said  Mr.  O.,  will  not  apply  .to  the 
com mndios' officer  of  any  island.  It  will  apply 
only  to  the  Gtovernment  of  a  nation,  and  not  to  a 
part  ot  ■  section  of  a  oatioD.  No  one  could  sup- 
pcse  il  rieht  to  treat  with  a  town,  or  any  foreign 
nalioa  which  was  in  a  state  of  insurrection,  from 
whtlerer  source  the  person  proposing  to  treat 
migbi  bare  received  his  power.  The  case  is  dif- 
fnem  with  respect  to  a  nation.  Whoever  exer- 
eises  the  GoTerntneDt  of  a  nation,  is  sappowd  lo 
do  il  byconsem  of  the  Dalion.  This  rule  will 
not  ipiriy  to  Colonies.  An  agent  in  aa  island 
imderthe  OoTemment  of  France,  must  be  consi- 
dered as  an  agent  of  the  French  Oovernment. 
So  long  as  he  remains  an  aseat  of  Fiance,  it  is 
no  nutter  to  u*  whether  he  obtained  his  situation 
by  muportiag  his  predecessor  in  office,  or  by  any 
other  improper  act ;  while  he  remains  an  agent  of 
tbe  French  GoverninenI,  he  must  be  considered 
u  iDcfa.  But  this  section  has  nothing  to  do  with 
s  case  of  this  kind ;  it  eouemjriates  a  period  when 
these  agents  shall  have  ceased  to  consider  them~ 
Mlm  as  such  ;  when  they  ahall  have  thrown  ofl 
ibdi  all^ianee  to  their  Gofernment,  then  this  see- 
tioD  says,  we  shall  be  ready  to  n^otiate  with  them. 

Mr.  G.  eonceiTed,  therefore,  that  the  question 
eonu*  to  this :  Is  it  proper  lo  gire  power  to  the 
Pmdent,  under  onr  present  circumstances,  to  sti- 
palate  with  certain  agents,  that  in  esse  they  will 
disohey  their  Qorerament,  by  declaring  them- 
kItcs  independent,  or  by  throwing  themselves 
into  other  hands,  we  will  renew  our  commercial 
inieieoDrte  with  you?  No  man,  said  Mr.  G.  will 
deny  that  a  trade  of  this  kind  would  be  advan 
Mgeooj  to  the  United  Stales;  he  believed  it  lo  b 
one  of  the  most  lucrative  branches  of  our  com 
metce;  bat  it  was  nevertheless  tbought  propei 
at  tbe  last  session,  to  suspend  it,  in  order,  as  taeii 
sapposed,  to  effect  a  greater  good.  Therefore, 
this  commerce  being  advantageous  to  the  United 
Stales,  is  not  a  sufficient  reason  why  this  measure 
should  be  taken,  if  it  be  wrong  in  itself,  and  may 
podoee  greater  miaehiefs  than  the  trade  can  do 
Mgood. 


rinsi  the  attempts  of  other  countries 
people  of  a  nation  froiu  their  Gov- 
ernmeni;  for  we  lieTc,said  ht,  assume  tbe  grouod 


What,  said  Mr.  G., 
which  would  ariie  from  a  t 
ust  be  allowed,  in  the  first  p 
tbe  tie  to  all  our  former  declariLtians  of  ab- 


proper  to  negotiate  and  stipulate  with  a 
part  of  the  peopl^  with  a  certain  district  of  a  coun- 
try, with  any  person  who  shall  choose  to  say  that 
he  claims  tne  right  of  governing  in  any  place. 
We  abandon  the  geoeral  ground  of  treating  with 
a  foreigit  Government,  and  determine  to  treat 
with  any  individual  who  may  either  bare,  or 
claim  to  have,  authority.  Mr.  G.  believed  a  prin- 
ciple of  this  Kind  at  all  times  improper ;  and  it 
would  be  peculiarly  improper  in  us  to  act  upon 
it,  with  respect  to  a  nation,  arainst  which  we 
have  so  many  grounds  of  complaint  of  this  kind. 
He  had  already  slated,  that  it  could  only  be  justi- 
fied in  a  state  of  war,  i(  then,  to  hold  out  eucour- 
>d  rebellion  to  ihe  colo- 


nies of  another  country. 

But,  provided  tbe  act  be  justiflable,  would  it  be 
our  interest  to  do  it;  and  what  would  be  tbe  pro- 
bable effect  of  such  a  measure?  To  be  able  to 
speak  upon  this  point  with  peispicuity,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  investigate  tne  real  object  of  this 
section  a  little  more  closelv.  Mr.  G.  wished  gen- 
tlemen had  been  so  goua  as  to  have  given  the 
House  all  the  information  they  possess  on  ibis 
subject;  he  wished  Congress  had  received  what- 
ever official  information  there  may  be  ou  this  sub- 
ject in  the  archives  of  tbe  Secretary  of  Stale,  or 
all  the  information  which  may  exist  with  some 
gentlemen  on  this  floor.  Deprived  of  this  infor- 
mation, said  Mr.  Q.,  we  can  only  speak  of  what 
we  have  heard,  but  which,  he  believed,  suscepti- 
ble, in  some  degree,  of  proof. 

Mt.  G.  believed  he  might  go  so  far  as  to  say 
that  this  section  was  not  inserted  to  meet  the  case 
spoken  of  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland}  but 
for  tbe  admission  of  one  which  had  been  a  sub- 
ject of  discussion  in  the  newspapers  for  some  time 
Rsi.  He  meant  what  was  generallv  understood 
the  raissioD  of  Toussaint,  a  black  General,  of 

!.  Domingo.    It  had  been  asserted,  from  the  i 
■,  of  the  arrival  of  a  tu  "  -  -■ 

!  here  with  the  late  C 


than  this,  we  have  seen,  i 


stated,  "  that  the  President  is  neither  rash  d  ._ 
dent,  and  that  good  effects  may  be  expected  to 
flow  from  this  mission."  So  far,  on  the  authority 
of  the  public  newspapers,  and  none  of  these  asser- 
tions have  been  denied. 


effect  of  that  negotiation?  Il  is  true  I  only  de- 
duce this  from  probability,  hut  the  probability  is 
strong.  Mr.  G.  said  he  knew  that  the  indepen- 
dence of  St.  Dominso  had  been  a  favorite  theme 
with  gentlemen,  ano  they  had  made  an  appeal 
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opon  it  10  the  Bvarice  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  that,  in  case  of  war,  this  iadepea deuce 
would  be  of  advaaiac^  to  the  United  States,  and 
that,  duiiug  a  time  oipeace,  the  minda  of  the  peo- 
ple uughl  to  be  prepared  for  ibis  ereat.  But  gen- 
tlemeQ  seen^  to  thmk  that  the  public  mind  is  not 
yet  ready  for  thia  change,  or  taey  do  not  choose 
to  avow  the  object  of  this  mission.  Which,  he 
could  not  telli  but  he  would  advise  those  gentle- 
meu  who  have  received  information  on  this  sub- 
ject to  communicate  it.  Mr.  G.  said  he  should  b« 
Lapp;  to  know  the  subject  of  the  despatches  of 
General  Toussaiat.  What  is  his  offer  to  our 
Qovernraeut?  Whether  his  ideas  go  to  indepen- 
dence or  noli  Wbetbci  he  is  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  the  British  Government,  or  not? 
Whether  the  sudden  and  eitraordioary  evacua- 
tioD  of  St.  Domingo  by  General  Maillaod  was  to 
pramote  something  of  this  kind,  or  to  support  the 
force  of  General  Toussaint7  He  should  wish  to 
know  what  is  the  disposition  of  the  Execotire 
with  respect  to  this  business,  so  far  as  it  shall  liave 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  any  of  these  gentlemen. 
He  would  also  be  glad  to  know  the  disposition  of 
this  agent,  or  the  nature  of  his  object,  at  least  so 
muchof  it  as  may  have  escaped  at  any  }ie/t<  aoiip^ 
or  din^r,  at  which  these  ^ntlemen  may  have 
been  parties?  If  any  such  informatiuD  could  be 
obtained,  it  might  tend  to  throw  some  light  upon 
the  subject.  If  he  should  be  mistaken  in  bis 
views  of  it,  it  would  be  wholly  owing  to  his  being 
deprived  of  that  information,  which  he  believed 
either  the  Executive,  or  some  of  the  members  on 
this  floor  possess. 

Mr.  G.  believed  the  object  of  this  section  is 
to  give  encouragement  to  In e  black  General  in  his 

S resent  views.  A  single  sentiment  had  dropped 
vm  the  gentlemu)  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Ons)  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  which  had  given 
rise  to  part  of  what  he  had  said  on  this  subject, 
and  which  led  him  to  believe  that  he  had  some 
information  which  he  ought  to  communicate.  He 
said,  "if  St.  Domingo  should  fioally  be  indepen- 
dent, it  was  proper  to  cultivate  a  good  understand- 
ing with  that  island  at  present,  and  not  refuse" — 
what7  "to  hold  out  certain  encoutagement  to 
them  in  such  an  event."  When?  Now ;  so  that 
we  are  not  only  to  cultivate  a  ffood  understanding 
with  St.  Domingo,  if  it  should  become  indepen- 
dent, but  in  the  expectation  of  it,  and  before  it 
lakes  place,  it  is  proper  to  cultivate  a  good  under- 


standing with  that  island,  by  holding 
couragement  proposed  by  this  bill. 
nothing  less  than  to  confess  that  thi 


It  the  e: 


bill.     This 


inserted  in  the  bill  to  encourage  Toussaint  to  de- 
clare the  island  independent.  Nay,  his  views,  if 
be  is  a  man  of  sense,  must  go  further;  he  must 
not  only  secure  a  temporary  trade,  but  he  would 
also  desire  to  know  whether  it  be  the  wish  of  this 
country  that  St.  Domingo  should  become  inde- 

Sndent;  because  he  should  suppose  that  if  the 
ivemment  of  the  United  States  was  oopoied  to 
such  an  event,  a  temporary  trade  woula  not  be  a 
sufficient  inducement  to  him  to  throw  off  his 
present  allegiance. 
To  me,  however,  said  Mr.  G.,  if  it  be  the  inten- 


tion of  the  G«ieral  to  declare  it,  the  iadependenct 
of  Si.  Domingo  is  a  very  problematical  evenL-  It 
would  certainly  be  the  interesl  of  Great  Briuitf 
to  oppose  an  attempt  of  ihis  kind;  since  it  could 
not  be  her  interest  to  have  a  black  Goveiamenl 
there.  But  supposing  the  event  possible,  he  should 
consider  it  as  extremely  iiijurious  to  the  interest! 
of  the  United  States.  Suppose  that  island,  wiib 
its  present  population,  under  presoii  ciicumstaa- 
cet.  ihouldhecome  au  indepradent  State.  What 
is  this  population^  It  is  known  to  consist,  almost 
alto^ther ,  of  slaves  just  emancipated,  of  men  who 
received  theii  firal  education  under  the  laaliordte 
whip,  and  who  have  been  initiated  to  liberty  anlj 
by  that  series  of  rapine,  pilla«e  and  massacre,  ihit 
bare  laid  waste  and  deluged  tnat  island  in  blood; 
of  men,  who,  if  left  to  themselves,  if  aliogetbet 
independent,  are  by  no  means  likely  to  apply 
themselves  to  the  peaceaUe  culiivatiao  of  iw 
country,  but  will  try  to  continue  to  live,  as  here- 
tofore, by  plunder  and  depredations.  No  man, 
said  Mr.  G.,  wishes  more  than  I  do  to  si 


constitute  a  whole  nation  of  freed  slaves,  whohid 
arrived  to  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  thus  M 
throw  so  many  wud  tigers  on  society.  If  the  popu- 
lation of  St.  Domingo  can  remain  free  in  lUt 
island,  he  had  no  objection;  but,  however  free, be 
did  not  wish  to  have  them  independent,  and  be 
would  rather  see  them  under  a  guvernmeat  that 
would  be  likely  to  keep  them  where  they  are,  and 
prevent  them  from  committing  depredations  oat 
of  the  Uland.  But  if  they  were  left  to  goveni 
themselves,  they  might  become  more  trouUesoDie 
to  ua,  in  our  commerce  to  the  West  Indies,  than 
the  Algprines  ever  were  in  the  Mediterraneaiii 
they  might  also  become  dangerous  neighbor  U> 
the  Southern  States,  and  an  asylum  for  reaepr 
does  from  those  parts. 

This  being  the  case,  Mr.  O.  said,  he  must  d«- 
precate  every  «icouragement  which  may  be  held 
out  to  produce  such  an«  event.  Did  not  gentle- 
men recollect  what  an  alarm  was  souoded  last 
year,  with  respect  to  the  probability  of  aa  in™" 
sioD  of  the  Southern  States  from  the  West  ladies; 
an  alarm  upon  which  some  of  the  stronffcsl  me*»- 
uies  of  the  last  session  were  grounded  i  Mr.  Q> 
could  not  help  hoping,  there  would  be  a  ^eaeral 
wish  not  to  take  any  measure  which  may  KnbodT 
so  dangerous  a  description  of  men  in  our  neigb- 
borhoc^,  whose  object  may  he  plunder,  and  who 
might  visit  the  Slates  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  and  spread  their  views  among  the  negro 
people  tnete,  and  excite  dangerous  iosuriectioiu 
among  them.  He  did  not  wish,  therefore,  to  see 
this  black  population  independent;  and  ttiiitW 
interest  will  be  wholly  black  is  clear.  The  Gen- 
eral is  black,  and  his  agent  here  is  married  toa 
black  woman  in  this  city.  Mr.  G.  did  not  mean 
by  this  to  throw  any  reflection  upon  the  General. 
He  believed  he  had  behaved  well  to  American* 
Hii  remarks  were  general,  and  were  only  iatesd- 
ed  to  show  that  it  would  be  with  a  black  popula- 
tion we  must  treat.  , 

But  Mr.  G.  believed  conduct  of  this  kind  would 
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htre  theeflect  U>  reniOTe  toui  immenie  diilane« 
uf  ei|ieeUUiaa  of  ■■  mccommoduitHi  of  our  dit- 

C!9  with  France.  We  tuTe,  conlinued  he.  iuxt 
deipsicheB  laid  upon  our  table  froa  Mt.  Oer- 
rr,  one  of  oar  Uie  ComminioDen  to  ifae  Freach 
BepnUic,  by  which  we  aie  told  that  be  believed 
[hm  eiiats  in  that  QoTerDmeut  a  sincere  desire 
Utitat  with  iio.  SiBce  tkoae  dupatehea  were 
eoaiiBDBieated,  it  is  tnio,  that  the  SecTMary  of 
Blale  has  «siit  us  a  report,  ia  which  he-cadeaTtws 
loprorc  the  daductioB  of  Hr.  Gerry  nnfoiuded. 
Be  it  la  At  least,  he  belMved,  without  eaieripg 
into  aa  exanunatios  of  tha  deipacchee,  or  the 
SwMtiryof  State**  reaaoning  upon  them,  il  must 
be  allowed  thai  appMrances  are  more  faroi 
It  present  than  tbiey  ware  nine  months  ago.  The 
diMstera  which  had  happened  la  the  leets  of 
FiuMej  her  want  of  success  in  other  pails,  the 
deurnuned  tone  assumed  by  all  the  neutral  Fow- 
trt,  and  other  occurrences,  have  rendered  it  more 
the  interest  of  France  lo  treat  with  ui  than  it 
was  nine  nuMths  ago.  So  that  the  pioepeet  is 
nlhcr  belter  of  an  honorable  accomin<KUiioo  of 
Mit  differences.  While  things  are  thns  situated, 
and  after  we  hare  made  a  declaration,  by  echo- 
lag  the  sentiment  cttotained  in  the  President' 
Speech  reapeeting  the  rights  of  amhaasy,  that  w 
ire  uill  ready  to  traat  on  hoaorable  terms,  i. 
woald,  in  his  opinion,  be  highly  impolitic  to  change 
rat  groOBd,  aad  take  the  most  ofiensive,  a  ground 
liu  voold  show  our  desire  for  war,  and  not  only 
forwarbuiawar  ofexterminatioo;  for  no  meaa- 
are  conld  be  taken  whieh  could  aSeeta  nation  in 
1  mote  lively  manner,  than  an  attempt  to  detach 
from  it  its  colonies,  by  giring  an  enconragement 
hi  insDrrectioQ.  Even,  said  Mr.  Q.,  if  we  were 
<ri>hged  lo  go  to  war  with  France,  \%  would  be  im- 
poluie  lo  lake  a  step  of  this  kitid.  Bvery  war 
nut  be  tenoioAted  by  a  treaty ;  and  we  shall  be 
ible  to  obtain  belter  conditions  if  a  project  like 
tUi  be  not  attempted  ;  and,  in  case  the  attempt  at 
iidepeadeace  by  the  Island  was  not  to  succeed, 
ve  laonld  cut  up  by  the  root  a  branch  of  ifae  most 
idTsnta^eoos  p«it  of  our  eomincree  for  ever.  In 
Ui  opiaKin,  we  ought  neither  to  recede  from  the 
gicnnd  taken,  nor  take  new  sroDud,  but  let  our 
nnrares,  whaterei  they  are,  be  suet  as  are  cat- 
enlated  to  afiect  the  nation  altogether,  and  not 
UT  particular  part  <^  it.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  Metion  would  be  struck  oiit. 

Tbe  committee  roac,  had  leara  to  sit  again,  and 
the  Hooie  at^onmed. 

Wednesday,  January  23. 

Mi.  8.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
JBeru,  reported  a  bill  respAiing  quaraniioe  and 
Wslih  laws,  which  was  read  and  committed. 

Ui.JosiAB  P«RKEB,fi«p  the  Nary  Committee, 
'Opened  a  bill  for  the  gomnneiii  of  the  Navy  of 
Ihe  United  Slates  Mr.  P.  slating  the  bill  was 
i''rr  loiic,  and  related  entirely  to  the  gof einment 
of  ihe  Nasy,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  de- 
biu  the  HausB  in  ceading  it  The  reading  was 
therefore  dispeaaed  with,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
pintcd,  and  was  eommttled. 
5tb  Com.— 66 


The  lull  authorizing  ihe  reimbursement  at 
mcmey  expended  in  rendering  aid  la  sick  and  di^ 
abled  seamen  in  foreign  coimlries,  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  ameadments  of  the  Senate  lo  the  bill  for 
laliiitg  an  eoum^ution  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,  to  which  they  had  adhered,  waa 
taken  up ;  and  the  question  being  "  will  the  Hooaa 
recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  Senate'e 
■mendmext,"  (whieh  was  to  pcotpcme  the  euum»- 
raticHi  for  a  year,)  it  was  negatived,  26  rotes  only 
being  for  it. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  laid  the  following  resolution  oa 
the  table: 
\  "Jtesnfco^  ThatthaGommltteeof  WaysandMeans 
be  iiutraeted  to  prepara  sod  raport  a  bill  fin  angta^U 
inf  tha  sslary  of  tha  offiosis  empioyed  in  the  Eiaai^ 
liT*  Depaitment  of  the  United  States." 

Ordered  to  lie. 

PROTECTION  OF  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  Habpeh  said,  it  had  been  found  that  the 
act  passed  last  session  for  the  protection  of  Acaeti- 
can  seamen,  was  ineflectual,  by  ^dmitiing  per- 
sons to  receive  protections  who  are  not  entitled  to 
ihem,  and  by  that  means  taking  from  them  all 
credit.  He  therefore  proposed  the  following  res* 
olution  : 

"fUMolttd,  That  a  ooBunittee  be  wpointad  to  ia- 
qoira  and  report,  by  bill  or  otherwise,  whMhtf  any  and 
what  iliarationi  are  neeessaiy  m  the  act  fia  the  lalief 
and  protection  of  American  swamsn." 

Agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of  three  appointed. 
INTBRCOtniaE  WITH  FRANCE. 

The  House  then  went  into  committee  on  th« 
bill  further  to  suspend  our  commercial  intercoune 

th  France,  and  Mr.  Nicholas's  motion  to 
strike  out  the  1st  section  being  still  under  consid- 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  this  bill  was  tar  the  greatn 
part  of  it  nearly  a  renewal  of  the  old  law,  whiek 
expires  oo  the  4th  of  March  next ;  and  tlw  argu- 
ments used  in  support  of  the  present  motion  go 
rather  to  an  abandonnient  of  the  law  as  now  ua 
force,  than  to  show  the  propriety  of  striking  out 
the  section.  This  opinion  would  be  justified,  ha 
thought,  by  taking  a  view  of  those  clauses  of  the 
'  which  may  be  uonsidered  as  aimed  at  bf  tbeae 
arguments.  To  what  does  the  present  law,  said  ' 
Mr.  S.,  lelaie  1  Our  citizens  are  prohfbited  from 
going  to  certain  places  with  their  commerce,  viz ; 
to  the  tertitorv  of  the  French  Republic,  to  the 
dependencies  thereof,  to  the  Wesl  Indies,  or  else- 
where, under  the  acknowledged  Qovetnment  of 
France.  Our  vessels  are,  ihereforB,  only  prevent- 
ed from  going  to  places  under  the  authority  of  the 
Upublic.  The  genllemnn  from  Penn- 
sylvania has  endeavored  to  show  that  by  "  the 
territory  of  the  French  Republic  or  the  dependmi- 
thereof ,"  are  included  all  the  actual  possess- 
of  France ;  and  that  by,  "  or  to  any  place  in 
the  West  Indies,  oi  elsewhere  under  the  acknowU 
edged  Oovemmeoi  of  France,"  are  meant  ptacca 
which  misbl  come  into  their  possesiion  m  th* 
of  uie  war.    He  therefore  supposes  tbat 
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Ibough  a  part  of  the  Frencb  West  India  ixlaads 
should  be  ooDquered,  and  go  into  other  hands,  still 
oni  JBtercourse  with  them  would  be  prohibited  by 
this  law. 

This  idea,  Mr.  8.  said,  could  not  be  considered 
u  having  aoy  foundation,  since  tbe  kw  was  in- 
tended to  operate  against  the  Piench  only.  Sup- 
pooe,  said  Mr.  S.,  a  merchant  sends  his  vessel  to 
the  West  Indies  at  a  time  when  he  supposes  Gua- 
daloupe  is  in  possession  of  Great  Britain.  In  such 
case,  the  Tessel  may  safelv  enter  that  port ;  though 
if  it  had  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  French, 
and  she  had  gone  in,  she  would  have  been  liable 
to  the  penalcieB  of  the  law.  Mr.  S.  could  not  see 
anjr  difference  between  this  case  and  a  place 
ehangiog  its  own  Government.  The  aim  of  this 
law  not  being  to  injure  our  own  citizens  by  de- 
priving them  of  this  trade,  but  because,  in  prose- 
cuting that  commerce,  the  French  Republic  have 
gained  the  advantages  of  it  instead  of  our  citi- 
zens. This  construction  of  tbe  act,  said  Mr.  S., 
is  further  confirmed  by  considering  the  words  "  or 
shell  be  employed  in  any  traffic  or  commerce  with 
or  for  any  person  resident  within  the  jurisdiction 
or  under  tbe  authority  of  the  French  Republic." 
If  one  of  [he  French  islands  shall  declare  ilsdf 
iade)>endeQl,  anv  person  residing  there  could  not 
be  said  in  ''reside  under  the  jurisdiction  and  au- 
thority of  the  French  Republic."  Let  us  consider 
a  question  to  arise  between  two  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  Suppose  one  of  our  vessels  comes 
from  an  island  which  has  been  conquered  from 
the  French,  and  a  citizeti  seizes  her  as  coming 
from  a  French  island,  would  it  not  be  eompeteni 
for  the  owner  to  show  that  though  the  island  from 
which  he  sailed  bad  been  a  member  of  France  ii 
wtw  not  now  so?  Such  a  defence  would  cer- 
tainly be  complete.  Therefore,  aU  the  obseiva- 
tions  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  apply 
to  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  and  not  in  support  of 
this  motion.  The  gentleman  says  he  is  now  un- 
willing to  change  the  state  of  things  which  he 
was  always  before  opposed  to;  but  lie  certainly 
argues  in  support  of  a  change  favorable  to  France, 
in  relation  to  ner  colonies.  Mr.  8.  acknowledged 
we  ouffht  not  to  encourage  rebellion  in  the  cro- 
nies of  any  foreign  Power;  but  our  merchants, 
in  prt«ecuting  their  commerce,  have  nothing  to 
do  with  tbe  political  siiuatioo  of  the  country  ttj 
which  they  go. 

Considering  this  bill  therefore,  as  a  mere  com- 
mercial regulation,  and  justified  so  far  as  the  law 
goes.  Mr.  3.  could  not  admit  the  arguments  of  the 
eeotleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  have  any  weight. 
Hr.  S,  said,  he  would  adduce  authorities  to  the 
committee  to  show  that  every  nation  is  perfectly 
free  with  respect  to  their  commerce,  though  it 
seemed  strange  thai  there  should  be  occasion  for 
proof  b  so  clear  a  case.  He  should  also  show 
that  where  there  is  rebellion  in  a  colony  against 
the  mother  country,  it  does  not  change  the  ground 
with  respect  to  commerce,  but  that  a  nation  has  a 

Serfect  nghi  to  trade  there,  if  she  thinks  it  expe- 
ieal.  In  passing  the  law,  Mr.  S.  said,  Congress 
might  have  made  excepdoDs  in  favor  of  any  part 
of  the  possesdons  of  Fiance ;  and  w«  are  now 


proposing  not  to  except  any  particular  part  by 
name,  but  to  declare  a  condition  upon  which  wc 
will  open  a  trade  with  any  part  thereof;  and  ctr- 
tainly  if  tbe  restraint  can  be  laid  altogether,  it  ess 
be  modified  as  we  please. 

[Mr.  S.  read  extracts  from  Vattd  in  support  of 
bis  opinions.] 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  msde 

me  objections  to  this  doctrine  on  a  more  getie- 
ral  ground.  Upon  the  possibility  of  a  chaneeoF 
our  conduct  with  respect  to  our  commerce  lisr- 
ing  an  effect  upon  some  of  the  possessions  of 
Fmnce;  and  has  said  that  in  case  of  our  goingio 
any  port  or  place  in  rebellion  against  its  Goreni- 
ment,  it  will  be  to  desert  our  former  princi^e^ 
ire  the  lie  to  all  former  declarations  againit 
•.•IE  .'recch,  on  account  of  their  attempts  every- 
where to  divide  the  people  from  their  Govem- 
menis. 

It  vrould  be  difficult  to  show,  Mr.  8.  said,  hon 
our  carrying  oti  our  commerce  with  any  counitj 
was  to  attempt  to  divide  the  people  from  then 
Government.  The  gentleman  has  supposed,  »h>i 
is  foreign  to  this  bill,  that  a  treaty  is  in  agilsLlcc 
~rith  General  Toussaint,  and  that  a     ' 


Tbe  gentleman  had  evidently  introduced  this  sob- 
ject  to  pass  a  slur  on  the  councils  of  this  countn. 
This  hill  cannot  produce  such  a  treaty.  TbeoDly 
object  of  this  bill  is  to  ^ive  the  President  powoj 
when  be  finds  any  particular  colony  has  chaDgia 
its  conduct  with  respect  to  us,  to  open  our  com- 
merce with  that  place,  without  affecting  in  UT 
respect  the  political  relations  between  the  tiro 
countries. 

It  is  well  known,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  the  Mtaalion 
of  the  Frencb  possessions  is  very  ubcertsiti,  tbe 
mother  country  having  in  a  great  degree  forsskn 
them.  They  nave  no  military  force  there;  tbe^ 
are,  therefore,  supported  by  themselves  and  their 
own  force.  It  is  true,  there  vt  still  a  nomina)  ac- 
knowledgment of  dependence  on  ihemothercouil- 
try ;  but  the  Governors  of  the  islands  hare  fre- 
quently contravened  the  decrees  of  the  molMT 
country ;  or, when  inconvenient,  they  haveohangM 
them,  and  acted  independently  of  any  other  »u- 
thority.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  might 
well  become  a  question  with  the  Qoveroowifhe 
West  Indies,  whether  they  wLI  change  their  con- 
duct towards  us  by  restraining  their  rrivsteen 
and  preventing  American  vessels  from  ''^'"Kp^ 
demned  in  their  ports,  in  order  to  receire  the  ben- 
efits of  our  commerce.  We  might  then  open  oat 
intercourse  with  such  island,  being  delivered  li«in 
the  mischiefs  which  gave  rise  to  the  suspensW 
especially  since  this  «mmerce,  as  the  gMi'^JI'^ 
from  Pennsylvania  lias  acknowledge,  is  o'  ™ 
others  the  most  beneficial  lo  this  country. 

Mr.  8.  bad  beard  noAjeotion  to  this  powers 
ing  placed  in  the  President.  Great  adTantae» 
will  be  derived  from  placing  it  there.  Durmgi" 
long  recess  of  Congress  great  changes  f*)'.'?" 
place-changes  which  may  make  it  beneficiil » 
the  people  of  the  United  States  to  have  the  in«r- 
coorse  opened.  We  know  also,  said  Mr.  ».,  im 
in  Spain  and  some  other  countries,  privateers  w* 
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eneoDTagped ;  and  if  this  encourageme^  should 
CDDtinne,  it  will  be  bighlf  expedient  that  the  lus- 
jcDsioQ  of  iatercoorse  should  be  extended  to  those 
conntrie*,  which  might  be  done  io  the  recesi, 
without  wxitiDg  for  an  exiraordiDary  call  of  Con- 
Without  enlainng  further  on  the  subject,  the 
bill  ippeared  to  Mr.  B.  rerr  uecessary  at  preseni, 
and  il  would  be  proper,  in  hia  opinion,  to  retain 
this  aeelioii. 
Hr.  S.  Smitb  Mid,  that  if  he  thought  with  the 

Stleman  from  Pennsflraaia,  that  thtf  clause  un- 
coniideratioD  was  connected  with  the  mission 
from  Tonnaiui.  and  (be  wparalion  of  Hispaniola 
(ram  Prance^  or  with  an  inientioD  of  diriding  the 
people  of  that  island  from  their  Government,  he 
ihonld  also  be  opposed  to  it;  but  belieriag,  as  he 
did,  that  it  would  be  productive  of  none  but  good 
tffects  to  thiseonulTy,  he  wvs  in  faVor  of  retaining 
the  clause. 

It  might  be  well,  Mr.  8.  nid,  to  take  a  view  of 
the  relation  irhich  had  anbaisted  between  France 
and  her  colanies  for  some  yetn  back.  Earljr  in 
the  Revolution,  Saatbonax  and  Polverel  were 
HBtas  Commissionera  to  Hispaniola,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  goTCming  the  island,  and  to  carry  into 
efieci  the  decree  of  the  French  OoTemmeal  for 
liberating  the  slaveii.  They  conducted  themselves 
ins  friendly  manner  towards  America,  bin  de- 
iCructively  to  the  northern  mrt  of  Hispaniola,  and 
ptnicDlarly  towards  Cape  Francois.  The  disas- 
irons  conteM  which  took  place  between  the  whites 
and  Macks,  to  the  desiructioa  of  the  former,  is 
well  known.  Prom  the  abase  of  their  power, 
these  Commissionen  were  recalled.  Polverel  had 
aot  sofficielit  eoorage  to  n]^)ear  before  ibe  French 
Cxoremmeat,  «nd  put  an  end  to  his  existence. 
Saatbonax  went  to  France,  and  was  sent  out 
again  to  the  ialand.  Still  be  was  favorable  to  this 
coootry,  nntil  thedecree  of  France  which  deqlared 
tbal  their  reasels  of  war  should  treat  oeuiral  Tes- 
•eli  in  the  same  manner  as  neutral  Powers  suffer- 
ed Qreat  Britain  to  treat  them.  Santhonax  then 
iwaed  his  decree  of  December,  17^,  and  Ameri- 
can veasels  were  taken  and  carried  into  Hi»- 
paaiola  indisGrimiDatety,  and  uosuspectingly,  not 
nnder  the  authority  of  France,  but  under  the 
anthoritr  of  this  agent.  Not  content  with  this 
abtue  of  hia  power,  Sanihonai  sent  Defomeaux, 
the  CtHnmisuoner  of  Qnadaloupe,  to  the  south 
■ide  of  Hispaniola,  to  carry  bis  plans  into  ef- 
fscl  [here;  but  Rigaud,  a  man  of  color,  and  -an 
hoDett  man,  who  had  gained  the  esteem  of  the 
pei^e,  who  waa  in  power  there,  frustrated  the 
attonpt  Defomeaux  attempted  to  escape,  but 
wu  t^en  and  sent  to  France.  We  see,  there- 
fore. Uial  Santhonax  made  no  scruple  to  set  aside 
the  decrees  of  France ;  and  in  this  manner  has 
Rigiud  ever  done,  repealing  and  prereming  the 
eiecBUoosjf  the  decrees  of  France/ whenever  he 
dishked  them.  And  waa  Rigau^  punished  by 
Frsnee  for  tbns  exercising  his  power  or  not  1  No ; 
be  was  made  Commander-iD-Cliief  of  the  south 
side  of  the  ialand  for  having  sent  off  Defomeaux. 
Hedourille  succeeded  Santhonax  in  the  Oovern- 
ment,  and  brought  with  him  the  power  to  execute 


or  not,  as  be  judged  proper,  the  decree  of  the  Di- 
rectory directing  ih%  capture  of  neutral  vessels 
with  British  manufactures  on  board.  He  deiR- 
mined  that  this  decree  should  not  be  carried  into 
effect  against  vessels  bound  io  Hisinniola.  Did 
be  carry  bis  purpose  into  effect?  So  far  as  his 
(Mr.  8.'s)  informBtion  went,  he  did. 

Here,  then,  we  see  Hedouville  setting  aside  the 
decrees  of  France;  and  Rigaud  has  not  only  pre- 
vented American  vesseti  from  being  condemned, 
hul  has  thrown  the  captains  of  privateers  into 
prison  for  daring  to  bring  in  American  vessels, 
and  hat  cdused  tuch  as  have  been  carried  into 
Jacquemei,on  account  of  not  having  a  ToU<Peqid- 
page,  to  he  delivered  no  immediately.  Victor 
Hugues,upon  the  recall  of  Mr,  Adet,  ordered  thalall 
vessels  carrying  on  trade  to  what  he  called  rebel 


ports,  should  be  brought  in  and  made  legal  priz 
of  This  was  another  separate  authority.  He  i 
terwards  issued  orders  for  the  eondemnatio 


vesselscomingiintoQuadaloupewilh  a  supercargo, 
who  should  either  be  an  Irish  or  a  Scotchman, 
though  they  had  every  necesary  paper  on  board 
to  show  that  Ihev  were  bound  to  that  port,  and 
vessels  were  eonaemned  for  this  alone ;  and  this 
is  not  seen  in  any  of  the  decrees  of  France.  Mr. 
8.  understood  this  clanse  as  intended  to  meet  cases 
of  this  kind  ',  and,  so  far  from  this  being  offensive 
to  France,  it  must  be  quite  the  reverse.  Under 
this  law,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  President  will  be  enabled 
to  say  to  these  special  agents, "  if  you  will  suspend 
your  decrees  with  respect  to  your  islands  our 
trade  shall  be  opened  to  you,"  and  by  this  means 
give  to  our  citizens  a  commerce  which  is  a  mine 
of  gold  to  them.  Such  a  conduct,  he  thought, 
mustappear  to  every  one  perfectly  reasonable. 

The  gentleman  from 'Pennsylvania  says  that 
the  independence  of  Hispaniola  would  be  danger- 
ous to  tbe  Southern  States.  But  does  this  bill, 
said  Mr.  8.,  coDiemplate  any  such  thing  7  Doe* 
it  not  say  that  the  agents  must  be  under  the  Qot- 
ernmeot  of  France  f  If  the  island  were  to  declare 
itself  iodepesdeai,  we  could  not,  said  he,  prevent 
our  merchants  from  trading  with  il;  or  if  il  should 
be  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  they  would  trade  with  it 
Btall  risks,  without  eommg  under  this  act.  This 
bill  seems,  instead  of  encouraging  the  independ- 
ence of  the  isbnd,  yt  place  an  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  it.  It  promises  to  the  commanding  officer  the 
trade  of  this  country,  so  long  as  he  remain.*  at- 
tached to  France,  and  forbears  to  depredate  apon 
our  commerce ;  but  the  moment  he  declares  him- 
self independent,  that  promise  is  no  longer  binding. 

Certain  words  in  this  clause  are  complained  of: 
and  Mr.  S.  owned  he  did  not  like  them  himself. 
He  meant  the  words,  "shall  clearly  disavow:" 
and,  if  this  motion  should  not  prevail,  he  would 
move  to  strike  them  out.  He  should  be  satisfied 
if  the  islands  refrained  from  depredating  upon  our 
trad^  without  making  any  disavowal.  Mr.  8. 
said  DC  could  hv  no  means  bring  his  mind  to  be- 
lieve that  this  clause  could  give  encourage  in  en  t  to 
the  people  of  Hispaniola  to  rebel  against  their 
conntry.  Toussaint,  said  he,  is  not  the  only  Oot- 
emor  of  that  island.  Rigaud,  who,  as  he  had  al- 
mdjr  stated,  is  a  man  of  color  and  a  man  (4  «z- 
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cellent  charocter,  who  has  gieai  hold  of  the  afiec- 
tioDS  of  the  people,  and  wtioie  aUachments  are 
also  iUoag  to  the  Frencb  Govecnineat,  has  also  a 
considerable  share  of  authority  ;  and  TousHaiot, 
i&  hia  opioioD,  would  not  on  Ihia  account  dare  to 
declare  the  iilaiid  indepeadent. 

Bui  suppose,  said  Mr.  S..  this  iudependence 
w«re  to  lake  olace,  would  all  the  danger  to  ihU 
countiyactualiy  take  place  which  has  been  stated? 
In  his  opinion  the  reverse  would  be  true.  Refuse 
to  these  people  our  commerce,  aad  the  prorieioos 
of  whicn  Iney  sland  in  need,  aad  you  compel 
them  lo  become  pirates  and  daDsetouB  neighbors 
to  the  Southern  States ;  but,  so  lon^  as  you  sup- 
ply them,  they  wilt  turn  Ibeir  atteatiou  [o  the  cul- 
tivation of  their  planutioos.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
they  once  get  a  taste  for  plunder,  ihey  will  never 
■ettle  to  labor. 

Mr.  S.  observed  that  it  was-the  other  day  said 
that  truth  was  the  characteristic  of  the  Federal 
parly.  It  might  be  so,  though  he  had  found  it 
otherwise ;  but  the  characieriaiics  of  party,  be  ob- 
served, always  is  ^ptraciion,  lUspicioD,  aod  jeal- 
ousy, whether  it  be  called  this  or  tbaL  Oa  the 
present  occasion  he  found  jealousy  and  donbtsfaad 
intruded  on  the  minds  of  geotlemea  who  would, 
at  other  times,  see  very  differently.  He  did  not 
meaik  to  throw  ajiy  cEoeure  upon  ibem  on  this 
account  J>eca use  they  doubtless  believe  themselves 
risht.  This  party  spirit,  said  Mr.  S.,  is  every- 
wnere  to  b«  found.  The  genttamao  from  Con- 
aeclicut  had  ibe  other  da^  said  that  he  (Mr.  S.) 

had  constantly  voted  against  every  ~' 

defeai ''  "" '"■  ■" —  --    >  -■ 


ice.  yet  if  he  would  have  read  ihe  Journab, 
■!«  would  have  found  the  reverse  the  fact.  [The 
Chairman  doubted  whether  this  was  conaeoted 
with  ibe  question.!  Mf<  S.  coacluded  by_  saying 
that  the  more  gentlemen  think  on  the  subject,  the 
more  they  will  be  convinced  the  bill  is  npi  preg- 
naat  with  the  mischiefs  which  they  apprehend. 

Mr.  NicBOUB  said  it  would  be  difficult  to  as- 
Mitain  precisely  where  troth  is  to  be  found ;  whe- 
ther in  the  extremes  of  party  or  in  a  middle 
courae.  Tbegentlemanfioio  Marvlandsaysparty 
■DCD  are  always  in  the  wrong ;  tnerefore  he  sup- 
pos«d  that  gentleman  to  be  of  opinion  that  those 
who  vibrate  between  two  parties  are  always  in 
the  right.  In  considering  thi^uestiou,  he  should 
doitaccorumglo  hia  best  judgment.  If  bis  mind 
should  be  so  op^ied  upoo  by  party  spirit 
to  see  the  truth,  it  would  be  his  misfotlune. 

He  believed,  as  he  had  already  stated,  that  this 
bill,  as  it  now  stands,  will  authorize  the  Presidenl 
to  negotiate  with  the  subordinate  agents  ofaGoV- 
erament  against  the  will  of  that  Goverament, 
and  thereby  promote  a  sepaiaiian  between  the 
agent  and  bis  Government,  by  holding  out  a  tempt- 
ation to  do  certain  acts  not  warranted  by  tbe 
Ouvernment.  The  House  had  been  told,  by  two 
gentlemen  from  Massachusetts,  that  ibiscanDoI  be 
the  operation  of  the  law,  because  it  has  no  relatioD 
to  a  revolted  colony ;  that  when  a  revolt  once  takes 
place,  ihe  trade  will  open  of  itself,  as  ihe  territory 
will  no  longer  be  under  the  authority  of  Fiance. 
He  wished  to  inquire  inio  the  truth  of  this  doc- 
toina,  whtcb  one  getulemaa  has  aaaetted  and 


other  hag  endeavored  to  prove.    Mr.  N.  naked  if 
Toussaint  should  lo- morrow  declare  himself  inde- 
peudenl,  would  the  Presidant  be  anthorized  to  di- 
rect the  eoUetiior  of  the  eustoms  to  consider  St.  Do- 
mingo a*  no  loDger  coming  under  the  preaenl 
lawl    In  hb  own  opinion,  he  could  not,  because 
it  would  be  contrary  to  the  practice  of  any  other 
Government ;  and,  if  done,  would  give  the  lie  to 
all  the  professions  made  by  us  on  subjects  of  thia 
kind.     When  the  separation  merely  commences} 
when  we  ksow  nothing  of  the  mean*  which  the 
rollers  possess,  but  because  some  person  ehoosca 
declare  a  place  independent,  shall  our  Qortnt- 
^Qt  interfere  and  acEnowledge  such  a  place  in- 
dependent?   He  asked  whether  any  gentleyiea 
this  House,  who  are  so  frequently  csJled  disor- 

Snizers,  had  ever  broached  a  doctrine  like  this? 
e  knew  my  well,  without  the  authority  of  Vat- 
lel,  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetta  bad 
itroduced,  that  any  nation  is  at  liberty  to  take 
jrt  in  a  rebellion ;  but  it  is  a  good  cause  of  war. 
When  a  revolution  is  effected,  then  the  eonntiy 
revolting  becomes  independent,  and  any  nation 
may  treat  with  it  accordiUR  to  its  will.  But,  if 
you  take  part  with  the  rerolters,  you  place  your- 
selves on  the  same  ground  with  ihem  in  respect 
to  the  Qorerament  revolted  against.  And,  «aid 
be.  in  case  we  sive  any  assistance  to  any  island 
belonging  to  France,  in  its  revolt  against  that 
Goverornent,  we  place  ourselves  in  a  stale  of  war. 
The  only  question  would  be  whether  we  ought  lo 
run  this  risk?  The  gsnlleman  last  up,  from  Haa- 
sacbuselts,  has  taken  il  for  zranted  tnat  this  may 
be  Ihe  effect  of  the  law,  and  hasattemiited  lo  just- 
ify iL  He  has  declared  that  after  aay  island  shall 
have  declared  itaelf  independent,  no  captain  of  a 
vessel  could  be  recovered  against  for  a  breach  of 
bis  bond.  Mr.  N.  asked  whether  the  gentleoaan 
could  suppose  that  any  of  the  courts  of  this  couft- 
try,  who  ore  the  peculiar  defenders  of  order,  aad 
who  are  to  keep  down  all  dispositions  to  violaia 
it,  would  vive  it  as  their  opinion  that  (be  moownt 
BDyrebelHons  agent  shall  declare  a  colony  inde- 
pendent, it  is  to  be  considered  as  really  beeona 
w  !  Mr.  N.  did  not  believe  this  opinion  could  ba 
seriously  avowed. 

But  the  gentleman  says  ihai,  while  aay  ialand 
remains  under  the  GovenimenI  of  France,  icwiU 
be  no  violation  of  ihe  rights  of  France,  no  com- 
mitment of  the  peace  of  this  country,  to  agree,  on 
certain  conditions,  to  trade  with  it,  whilaourcon- 
mercial  intereoursa  is  interdicted  with  the  natioa 


and  poseessions  generally ;  because  a  natioa  bni 
the  nghi  to  trade  with  whom  it  pleases,  and  u 
except  any  part  of  such  nation  which  it  may 
think  proper.  Suppoae  this  doctrine  were  admit- 
ted, what  does  it  ^ove  ?  Will  it  prove  that  w« 
may  bold  out  an  invitation  lo  a  pan  of  a  country 
10  commence  trade  with  you,  when  that  ioTil»- 
lion  requires  an  abandonment  of  the  ofders  of  the 
aovemmeniS>  which  it  belongs.  Certainly  not. 
The  ease  be  has  slated  oould  only  operate  with 
the  consent  of  the  foreign  Qoverament. 

Mr.  N.  believed  gentlemen  are  wrong  in  their 
constraetion  of  the  preaent  law,  when  iney  ny  if 
Tottsniot  were  to  declare  himself  independent  to- 
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trf  whieh  ft  tree  eoi^erct  ckn  give  them  7 
H.  loonght  the  gentle:  .-  -   ~-       . 


wonow^  (hat  the  ExeciKive  might  inmiediateljr 
eouider  him  so,  and  direct  trtde  to  be  carried  on 
with  ihki  iiUnd  u  hereloroie.  He  beiiered  the 
Preaideat  would  not  do  it,  and  that  the  pretent 
clause  of  this  bill  is  founded  upon  the  certainty 
tbai  be  would  Dot.  If  this  is  the  case,  the  same 
obJMiioD  is  ia  full  force  against  the  wotdiog  of 
this  teetioD.  The  geDtlemaa  from  Masaachoaetts. 
int  ap,  seems  to  acknowledge  that  this  law  is 
to  have  this  operation.  He  says,  St.  DoiniDgo 
DMT  become  indepeiideat,  and  that  therefore  it  is 
highly  proper  we  shottld  let  them  know  what  de- 
pegdanee  they  niay  have  upon  us ;  to  let  them 
KDOW  that  Ikay  may  expect  all  (be  advantages  oi 
independence,  b  not  (fais^  said  Mr.  N.,  an  eeknow- 
ledgmeut  of  the  effect  which  this  law  will  have? 
That  the  moment  they  throw  off  the  French  yoke, 
tkey  will  receive  all  jbenssbtance  from  this  coun- 
I  can  give  them?  Mr. 
I  biinaelf  inflicted  the 
deepest  wound  on  this  bill,  for  gentli 
ny  that  such  an  aasuranee  is  not  a  temptation  to 
eommit  the  acl.  * 

But  it  is  said,  we  ate  mistaken  in  (he  meanlDg 
of  ihislaw,  continned  Mr.  N.,  and  that  it  relates 
only  to  persons  exeicisiiw  auiboriiy  under  the 
French  GoTerement.  Tff  words  are,  "any  per- 
•00  claiming  and  exerciung  authority ;"  so  that  a 
^aeemny  belong  to  the  French  Republic,  and  yet 
any  Bsnrper  mar  "  elaim  and  exercise  an  author- 
ity" there.  Indeed,  it  is  expressly  calculated 
meet  a  cue  of  rebellion. 

Bnt  gentlenien  tell  the  committee  that,  howerer 
these  words  may  be  constrned,  it  it  not  the 
ins  of  gentlemen  that  they  should  operate 
otEer  way  tban  to  meet  that  power  which  appears 
to  be  vested  in  (he  agents  of  the  French  Oovern- 
meni  in  (he  West  Indies,  to  exempt  their  islands 
fiom  the  Uirs  of  the  mother  country,  whenever 
tbey  are  found  iDconvenienL    The    gentleii 
from  Massachusetts  produced  the  proclamatioi 
Hedonvitle  in  supoort  of  this  opinion.    Ashe 
derstood  that  proclamation,  Mr.  N.  said,  it  amot 
ed  ti)  no  more  than  tiiis,  that  provisions  and  dry 
Eoods,  when  destined  to  St.  Domingo,  should  be 
received  there.    Does  this,  said  he,  make  a 
ipon  which  this  bill  can  operate  1    It  doe* 
and  every  one  must  admit  that  this  clause  was  not 
mcaat  to  apply  to  Hedourille. 

Bnt  the  gentleman  from  Soufb  Carolina,  (Mr. 
HiipiB,)  whom  he  most  take  thb  liberty  of  Bay- 
ing from  being  adeelaiiDer  against  the  practice  of 
diving  the  people  from  their  Qovemment,  is 
■ow  become  an  advocate  of  the  doctrine,  but  who 
seems  to  have  lost  much  of  the  force  and  energy 
which  he  haa  heretofore  displayed — says  tbis 
bill  wilt  not  promote  disorganization,  because  pri- 
vateering ia  a  privilege  of  the  colonists,  but  it  it 
>M  their  duty;  that  they  may,  therefore,  privateer 
or  not  at  their  wilL 

Hr.  N.  mid,  he  woiUd  state  a  case,  in  order  to 
iry  the  gestleman'a  doctrine.  Sappoae  we  make 
An  agreement  of  the  kind  proposed  with  Bt.  Do- 
miago,  and  a  eruiser  of  France  should  carry  in 
ibere  obe  of  oar  vessels,  and  demand  condemsa- 
twn,  he  witked  to  know  whether  the  Qovenor 


would  consider  the  orders  which  he  had  received 
from  France  or  the  agreement  which  be  had  eit- 
tered  into  with  onr  Qovernment  parHmount?  Mr. 
N.  referred  to  what  had  been  said  about  consider- 
ing every  Qoveroment  in  existence  as  legal.  With 
respect  to  a  nation  the  doctrine  was  correct;  bat 
conld  not  apply  lo  the  usurpation  of  power  in  a 

Mr.  N.  could  readily  believe  that  the  trade  of 
St.  Domingo  ia  very  vnluable  to  this  country,  and 
the  assertion  of  the  seDtleman  from  Maryland, 
that  it  is  a  "mine  oi  gold,"  had  confirmed  that 
opinion  ;  and  he  was  really  afraid  thai  that  gen- 
tleman's representing  a  commercial  part  of  the 
eoQntTy,aBdbeinghimBelf  deeply  engaged  in  com- 
merce, the  importance  of  this  trade  mav  have  too 
much  weight  in  deciding  a  question  oi  this  kinA, 
and  be  a  mean  of  disregarding  the  evils  which  may 
arise  from  it ;  but  Mr.  N.  was  of  opinion,  that  a 
solid  peace  would  be  far  more  beneficial  to  com- 
merce generally,  tban  any  tem^rary  advantage 
of  this  kind.  Besides,  the  principle  upon  which 
such  advantages  would  be  built,  issomething sim- 
ilar to  that  which  would  actuate  a  man  to  fall 


But  does  not  the  same  gentleman  tell  the  Honae 
that  the  powers  in  St,  Domingo  are  pretty  eijuallr 
balanced  between  Oeneral  Toussaint  and  Rigaud, 
and  that,  therefore,  if  Toussaint  attemnted  to  es- 
tablish the  independence  of  tbe  island,  tnere  could 
cess?  Why,  then,  said 
a  measure  which  might 
produce  war  between  the  two  countries,  when  the 
advantage  to  be  derived  from  it  is  »o  very  doubfr- 
fui  ?  And  he  (bought  tbe  danger  from  the  pro- 
ceeding was  heightened  hj  the  circumstance 
which  gentlemen  haTe  menitoned  of  there  beitig 
so  very  large  a  body  of  people  in  arms  there ;  for, 
since  the  powers  are  so  nicely  balanoed,  is  it  oat 
probable  tuat  the  Ooremnient  parly.  In  case  of  a 
struggle,  would  have  the  advaDlape  1  And  wotiU 
it  not  be  tbe  height  of  madness  for  us  to  run  tbe 
li^  of  having  tbe  large  force  of  that  island  turn* 
ed  aninst  us,  in  conseqaence  of  onr  improper 
inteifermce  between  the  colony  and  its  Oovani- 
ment? 

Hr.  N.  said,  he  eonld  not  oveiiook  soitie  oonsid- 
eratioos  connected  with  this  subject,  which  he 
thought  of  g^eat  importance.  It  is  well  known, 
(and  he  begged  gentlemen  wbo  have  the  same  de- 
sire 10  preserve  the  country  in  peace  that  he  had, 
to  pause  at  the  saggestioii,)  that  there  are  many 
gentlemcQ  in  this  House  who  have  been  long  in 
favor  of  coming  to  an  open  declaration  of  ww 
against  France ;  and  he  had  every  reason  to  ba- 
liere  that  the  same  disposition  yet  exists  in  theM 
gentlemen  ;  but  tbe  same  opportunity  of  makiB([ 
this  declaration  does  not  now  exix.  The  publie 
mind  is  not  now  so  well  prepared  for  entering  upoE 
s  war  as  it  was  some  time  ago,  because  they  be- 
lieve thinn  wear  a  belter  appearance.  If  thm, 
said  Mr.  n.,  the  same  disposition  exists  for  war; 
if  these  gentlemen  think  they  cr  thdr  Goutit^ 
will  be  benefited  by  war,  they  may  be  very  will- 
ing that  France  ahoald  declare  it;  and  if  il  be 
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possible  thsi  a  wish  or  this  sort  may  exist,  it  afibcds 
a  full  solution  to  the  meaniDE  of  this  bill. 

We  have,  indeed,  been  lold  by  ihe  gentleman 
from  Connecticul  (Mr.  Allen)  who,  like  himself, 
is  retuaikable  for  ibe  coolnes  with  which  he 
makes  up  his  opinions,  that  there  is  no  change 
for  the  better  with  respect  to  our  dispute  with 
France;  and  that  it  would  be  madness  to  believe 
that  the  conclusions  and  observations  which  Mr, 
Gerrv  has  made  upon  the  subject  are  well- 
founded.  If  so,  Mr.  N.said,  he  wns  justified  in  bup- 
posing  that  gentlemen  think  there  is  no  change  in 
what  is  proper  for  this  country ;  and  he  was  fur- 
ther confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  Mr.  Pickering's 
report  upon  the  despatohei.  For  his  own  part,  ne 
was  unwilling  lo  take  a  step  that  would  efieciu- 
ally  dasli  from  us  prospects,  which,  in  bis  opinion, 
might  end  in  peace,  nolwitn standing  all  the  asser- 
tions [msde  to  the  contrary.  Indeed,  if  all  the 
three  points  which  the  Secretary  of  State  sets  out 
with  wishing  to  prove,  in  his  report,  viz:  the  at- 
tempts of  the  French  Oovernmenl  to  exculpate 
itself  from  the  charge  of  corruption  ;  to  detach 
Mr.  Gerry  from  his  colleagues,  and  to  inveigle 
him  into  a  separate  negotiation ;  and  its  design,  if 
the  negotiation  failed,  lo  throw  the  blame  of  a  rup- 
a  the  United  States ;  if  ail  these  poinlj 


knowledgment  of  Mr.  Pickering  himself,  that 
there  is  a  disposition  in  the  French  Government 
to  treat,  and  that  theie  it  a  change  of  circumstan' 
ces  between  the  two  countries ;  for  he  acknowl- 
edges that  the  idea  of  loans  and  reparation  on  ac- 
count of  speeches,  are  formally  given  up ;  and  also 
the  demand  for  satisfaction  on  account  of  the 
British  Treaty.  After  these  have  been  relinquish- 
ed, said  Mr.  n.,  what  are  the  points  of  dispute 
which  remain  1  He  always  conceived  these  to  be 
two  of  the  principal  complaints  against  uf. 

There  is  one  effect  which  this  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  like  the  present  bill,  is  Calculated 
to  produce.  It  may  lend  to  change  our  situation 
with  respect  to  France,  by  insistiD^  that  all  the 
informal  acts  which  they  have  disavowed,  and 
must  get  rid  of  before  any  treaty  can  take  place, 
were  nevertheless  acts  countenanced  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Directory.  This  is  one  way  of  doing 
away  the  disposition,  which,  said  Mr.  N.,  in  my 
opimon,  exists  in  France  for  peace,  and  the  pass- 
ing of  a  law  like  the  present,  will  be  another; 
nod,  if  persisted  in,  a  successful  one. 

But  we  are  told,  said  Mr.  N.,  that  we  ought  not 
to  excite  the  animosity  of  the  people  of  St.  Do- 
tninso.  Is  our  present  situation  calculated  to 
produce  this  effect  1  Certainly  not,  since  they 
*re  necessarily  involved  with  the  mother  country; 
and  to  take  the  part  proposed,  he  had  already 
■bown  might  be  attended  with  the  most  direful 
consequences.  He  thought  this  country  ought 
not  to  wish  for  the  independence  of  St.  Domingo 
ib  another  point  of  view.  However  we  may  wish 
to  see  the  naval  power  of  France  put  down,  so 
that  they  may  not  have  it  in  their  power,  if  they 
have  the  wi^h,  to  invade  tiiis  country,  it  is  highly 
imporiuil  to  OS  that  the  naval  power  of  Europe 


should  Ite  divided.  He  did  not  think  that^  couM 
be  for  the  interest  of  this  country  that  Greut  Bii- 
lain  should  have  a  navy  which  should  keep  the 
world  in  awe,  and  subject  it  to  her  views ;.  and  if 
we  assist  in  destroying  the  colonies  of  Frsnec^ 
we  shall  be  the  means  of  throwinz  them  and  tbeir 
naval  power  into  ibe  hands  of  Great  Britain- 
He  did  not  know  that  it  mattered  much  to  tu 
whether  St.  Domingo  was  a  colony  of  Fiance  or 
England,  only  as  it  would  add  to  the  naral 
strength  of  En^and.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
motion  for  striking  out  would  prevail. 

Mr.  PiNCKHET  observed,  that  so  much  hid 
already  been  said  oo  this  subject,  and  the  eeneral 
principles  of  the  bill  had  been  so  ably  deTended, 
that  it  would  be  nnneceasary  to  make  more  than 
one  or  two  remarks  in  reply  to  the  gentlemsn 
from  Virginia.  That  geDilemaQ  had  gone  alto- 
gether upon  the  idea  of  niis  bill  being  of  so 
obnoxious  a  nature  to  the  Govemment  of  France, 
that  it  must  be  considered  by  that  Govemmeat  is 
a  cause  of  war.  He  thought  it  had  already  been 
shotcn,  that  the  gentleman  was  altogether  mis- 
taken ;  and,  very  unhappily  for  his  position,  our 
own  experience  was  sumclent  to  determine  vbt' 
ther  it  has  ever  been  apsidered  as  a  cause  of  war 
for  neutral  countries  tirade  with  colonies  rerolt- 
ing  from  a  mother  country.  We  know,  said  he, 
very  well  how  neutral  nations  conducted  lowirdi 
us  in  our  revolt  from  the  Goveroraent  of  Great 
Britain.  Mr.  P.  believed  it  was  never  understood 
that  aoy  nation  with  whom  we  traded  was  in 
consequence  involved  in  war  with  Great  Biitsii. 
The  fact  was  otherwise.  It  was  never  so  looked 
upon  by  that  country,  and  gentlemen  will  admit 
that  that  Government  was  at  least  high-toned 
enough.  All  that  Great  Britain  did  was  to  Geiie 
the  veisels  whenever  she  could  lay  hold  of  them; 
and  this  is  the  risk  which  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  mentioned  our  traders  would  rnn  in 
carrying  commerce  into  any  place  in  a  state  of 
revolution,  It  is  well  known  that  we  endeavored, 
during  the  whole  coarse  of  our  war,  to  draw  for- 
eign commerce  to  this  country,  which  was  found 
necessary  in  order  to  enable  us  to  carry  on  the 
Agents  were  eifiployed  for  this  purpost 
we  saw  no  moral  turpitude  in  this.  And 
during  the  time  that  Holland  was  separated  from 
the  dominion  of  Spain,  was  war  declared  in  conse- 
qoence  of  any  nation  trading  with  Holland  1  Tbe 
case  was  so  diftSrent,  he  recollected  that  Holland 
declared,  that  she  would  seize  all  vessels  going  to 
Spain,  though  that  hid  heretofore  been  considered 

the  mother  country.    This  waa  reversing  tha 

Mr.T.  had  hoped  that  the  comprehensive  view 
which  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  taken  of 
the  acts  of  Ihe  different  colonies,  would  have 
removed  every  objection  to  our  merely  carrying 
on  a  trade  to  those  countries,  by  showing  that  the 
colonies  have  all  along  acted  as  if  they  were  inde- 
->enileni,  not  only  without  the  decrees  of  Francft 
lut  directly  in  opposition  to  those  decrees,  ana 
this  with  the  tacit  approbation  of  the  French  Oov- 
emmenl  itself,  since  it  never  found  foult  with 
them.    Seeing,  therefore,  that  the  Frrach-GoT- 
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Kamal  left  the  colonieB  to  trade  with  ui  or  not, 
u  Lhey  pleased,  and  belieTing  ibat  it  would  be  for 
the  beoeSt  of  Fiaoct!  ihal  (uch  a  trade  should  be 
nrcied  on,  he  thought  it  could  not  be  considered 
ail  came  of  ofience.  Qentlemen  called  it  an  in- 
TitatioD  to  rebelliaa.  He  saw  it  id  a  TCnr  differ- 
ent lighL  No  aathoriiy  wa*  given  to  tne  Pre- 
lideat  to  enter  into  a  treaty,  cBenaiTe  and  defen- 
live,  or  to  maioiain  them  in  their  declaration  of  in- 
depeadeace.  Nothing  further  is  meant  b?  this 
bill  than  to  carry  on  our  commerce  as  asaal  with 
Mcb  of  the  French  islands,  as  shall  refrain  from 
eomraitliiiz  depredations  upon  it.  Reverie  the , 
case,  sad  niongh  these  islatulB  forbear  to  capture 
or  uuto^  our  vessels,  we  shall  refuse  to  trade  with 
theni ;  i(  lixej  are  in  want  of  these  provisions, 
they  may  be  driven  to  desfnir  rather  tnaa  starve. 
Who  knows  what  excess  mieht  he  the  conse- 
qncDGe  of  such  a  eondttct !  The  probable  event 
would  be,  that  they  would  become  pirates  apon 
oar  iiade,  or  throw  themselfes  into  the  hands  of 
Qtesi  Britain,  who  can  protect  them,  and  who 
csD  find  for  them  a  sufficieul  supply  of  provisions. 
Bui  ibe  geDtleman  from  Vii^iiia  nas  raade  M>me 
remarb  upon  the  opiaions  of  the  Secretary  of 
Stale,  contained  in  bts  late  report,  which  the  Pre- 
lideni  sent  to  the  House,  a  few  days  ago,  for  the 
porpose  of  showing  that  the  Qovernment  of 
France  is  more  disposed  to  make  peace  with  us 
at  fnsent  ibaD  at  any  former  time ;  and  if  this 
bill  be  passed  into  a  law,  may  divert  tbat  inten- 
IJDD  ana  bring  on  war  ;  but  he  did  not  think  Ibai 
tbc  gentlemao  had  shown  ibat  Prance  is  now 
more  inclined  to  conciliate  this  at  any  former 

With  respect  to  the  three  points  stated  gene- 
nUy  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  they  are  not  said 
to  go  to  the  point  for  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virgjoia  has  taken  them.  With  regard  to  the 
dMcatr  of  £50,001^  Mr.  P.  would  say,  that  if  we 
believe  this  attempt  to  have  been  made  to  extort 
ibis  sum  of  moaey  from  our  Envoys,  for  corrupt 
piirposes.  (and  notwithstanding  all  that  h^  been 
said  on  tne  subject,  he  did  believe  that  X  and  Y 
were  the  agents  of  the  French  Qovemmeat  in 
that  IraQsaction,  and  wbich  has,  indeed,  been  ae- 
bowledred  br  Y,  Mr.  Bellamy  of  Hamburg, 
wbo  declarea  he  has  never  written  or  said  any 
tbiflg  to  our  envoys  but  by  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  Foreign  ABwrs,)  nO  reliance  ought 
■o  be  ^aced  upon  any  of  their  declarations;  for 
afla  tuch  an  net,  it  may  be  supposed  they  wilt 
■■y  one  thing  at  one  time  and  another  at  anoiber; 
ud  DO  reliance  could  be  had  upon  anything  which 
ucoes  from  so  corrupt  a  source. 

The  geDtlemun  from  Virginia  says,  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  proves  his  aecond  point,  viz : 
ihu  the  French  Qovernment  attempted  to  detach 
U'''  Qerry  from  his  colleagues,  and  to  ioreigle 
bim  ioioa  separate  aegotiadon.  Mr.  P.  said,  be 
could  Doi  help  differing  very  materially  from  that 
gonleman  on  this  point.  He  thought  the  attempt 
most  hostile  and  degrading.  This  conduel  on  the 
ptn  of  the  French  does  not  agree  with  what  the 
genilemaa  from  Pennaylvania  bad  the  other  day 
•ttled,  that  the  French  had  shown  oo  dipltKOatic 


skill.  This  skill  had  apparently  nodneed  some 
effect  even  upon  the  mind  of  the  Envoy  himself 
when  he  declares  it  as  his  opinion  tbat  the  French 
Qovernment  are  desirous  of  a  reconciliation  with 
this  country.  What !  when  this  Qovernment  ha* 
appointed  three  Envois  to  treat  with  the  French 
Government,  is  it  a  sign  of  an  amicable  disposi- 
tion to  say,  by  their  conduct,  "  We  do  not  consider 
you  as  an  iudependenl  nation  who  may  appoint 
what  agents  you  please;  we  will  ourselves  choose 
with  whom  we  will  treat ;  we  will  cashier  some 
of  your  cAcers,  and  negotiate  with  the  person 
,upon  whom  we  think  we  can  luake  the  best  im- 
pression.". So  far  from  this  showing  a  spirit  of 
conciliation,  he  thought  it  a  conduct  most  nostilc 
to  oar  independence. 

The  third  point,  viz :  to  throw  the  blame  of  a 
rupture  upon  the  United  Slate*,  if  it  should  laka 
place,  shows  no  inteotion  to  conciliate  our  differ- 
ences. If  the  French  Qovernment  were  con- 
vinced that  our  grievances  were  just,  and  that 
they  ought  to  conciliate  with  us,  would  thay  hare 
gone  into  an  elaborate  defence  of  their  conduct? 
When  they  justify  their  decrees  and  the  confisca- 
tion of  oar  vessels,  can  it  be  conceived  that  when 
they  talk  of  peace  they  are  serious  7  If  they  had, 
indeed,  come  forward,  and  disarowed  their  former 
condnet,  he  should  have  considered  it  as  a  concil- 
iatory circumstance;  but  when  they  justified 
everything  they  hare  done,  it  evinced  no  dispoai- 
tion  for  peae& 

Mr.  i*.  said  he  would  not  trouble  the  committee 
longer,  except  in  one  point,  and  that  was  as  to  the 
consequences  wbich  might  flow  from  a  declaration 
of  independence  on  the  part  of  St.  Domingo.  He 
sbonld  endeavor  to  answer  the  gentleman  from 
Peniuylvania  as  to  the  consequences  whichitmi^ht 
produce  to  the  Southern  Stale*.  It  was  a  subject 
to  which  he  had  paid  all  the  attention  in  his  power. 
He  did,  on  all  questions,  endeavor  as  much  as  pos- 
sible to  divest  himself  of  anything  likeparty  spirit; 
but  in  this  case,  where  he  had  himself  so  tnuch  at 
stake,  in  which  bis  native  country  and  everything 
dear  to  him  was  concerned,  his  sincerity  could  not 
be  doubted.  Mr.  P.  did  not  himself  believe  that 
this  bill  would  have  the  least  tendency  to  procure 
the  independence  of  Bi.  Domingo;  but  as  some 
gentlemen  think  it  is  probable  that  this  may  be  the 
result,  and  aa  no  one  could  say  with  certainty  what 
the  effect  of  any  measure  would  be,  he  had  consid- 
ered the  subject,  and  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
should  the  independence  of  that  island  take  place, 
the  event  would  be  more  advantageous  to  the 
Southern  States  than  if  it  remained  under  the  do- 
minion of  France,  considering  tfaedisposiiion  which 
France  has  evinced  toworda  us,  (and  of  which  he 
taw  noprospectsof  a  change,)  and  the  present  cm- 
duct  of  the  inbabitents  of  St.  Domingo.  Nothing 
which  we  can  do,  said  Mr.  P..  can  brio^  back  the 
internal  state  of  that  island  to  the  state  it  was  for- 
merlyin.  ConsideriDgtheinhabitaots,lbeo,  in  the 
light  of  freemen,  whether  will  it  be  better  for  as, 
in  the  Souihern  Stales,  to  have  to  deal  with  them 
as  such,  or  under  the  direciionof  the  French  Qor- 
ernment,  unreasonable  and  arbitrary  as  we  have 
found  it7    He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  tbu, 
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it  would  be  more  for  the  stfety  of  tbe  Southern 
State*  10  have  Ihit  UUnd  independent,  tbao  uodei 
theGoTeromeni  of  FrsQce,  eiiDer  in  tine  of  peace 
or  war.  If  our  dispute  with  France  should  not  be 
•coommodated.  and  they  keep  posseuioD  of  St. 
Domingo,  they  could  iDvade  this  country  only  from 
that  quarter.  There  is  iherealargebody  of  troops, 
and  their  unofficial  agenla  told  onr  Enroys,  that 
in  case  we  did  not  luEmii  to  their  conditions,  we 
alight  expect  an  attack  from  that  quarter.  It 
would  certainly  lessen  the  danger  from  that  island, 
irere  it  to  be  tepBrated  from  France ;  but  remaining 
in  the  bends  of  France,  and  tupported  bv  tbe  pow- 
«iftil  navy  of  France,  noiwithstanding  all  the  vigor 
ve  have  ahown  on  the  ocean,  we  might  be  very 
much  annoyed  from  thence. 

If  these  people  in  St  Domingo  find  that  we 
withhold  from  them  supplier  which  are  necea*ary 
for  their  sgfasistence,  saia  Hr.  P.,  tboush  tbey  are 
ftiendly  disposed  towards  us,  they  wiH  look  else- 
where for  sgpport;  they  must  either  rarn  their  al- 
.lentioD'to  cultivating  their  land,  look  to  Greet 
Britain,  or  become  freebooiers.  Which  situation 
i*  it  most  for  the  interest  of  the  United  Slates  that 
they  Bbouid  be  in  1  Snrely  the  peaceable  coltiva- 
tors  uf  the  erouud ;  and  to  induce  them  to  take 
this  course,  it  will  be  our  intereai  to  supply  them 
with  what  they  hare  occasion  for,  lest  they  should 
get  the  habit  of  freebooters,  and  make  our  com- 
merce  the  object  of  their  plunder.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  motion  for  striking  out  would  not 
prevaiL 

Mr.  Maoon  had  no  doubt  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolioabad  paid  particular  attention  to  this 
■abject.  It  was  to  t>e  expected  that  every  genlle- 
BO&from  iheSouthern  Stales  would  pay  attention 
to  it  In  one  respect  he  was  precisely  in  the  same 
atuation  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
He  lived  in  a  country  that  would  be  affected  b^ 
uy  event,  such  as  had  been  mentioned,  and  all  his 
eonnexions  were  there.  It  was  the  same  with  all 
Othei  gentlemen  from  the  Southern  States.  He 
differed  in  opinion,  however,  when  the  gentlemen 
■wd  that  we  should  have  l«es  to  apprehend  I'rom 
Bt  Domingo,  in  case  it  shoold  became  indepen- 
deat,  than  whilst  it  remained  a  part  of  the  French 
ELepublic.  He  believed  the  state  of  societv  to  be 
•■en  in  that  country,  aa  not  to  admit  of  Beif-gor< 
emmenl.  In  case  they  separate  from  France,  he 
rilonld  apprehend  that  the  consequence  will  he, 
that  instead  of  being  ruled  by  one  of  the  European 
Powers,  they  would  become  the  tools  of  them  all, 
in  turn,  and  ne  should  probably  have  tbe  same 
game  played  off  upon  us  from  thence,  that  we  have 
bcietoibre  had  played  upon  us  by  means  of  the 
Isdians. 

Ur.  M.  said,  thai  although  the  part  of  the  bill 
moved  to  be  atricken  out  does  not  go  directly  to  say 
Uiat  it  has  reference  to  St  Dominso,  it  is  a  little 
CBttBordinary  that  no  other  case  will  fit  it  There 
could  be  no  doubt,  if  the  island  became  indepen- 
dent, we  should  have  a  right  to  trade  to  it ;  but  he 
believed  it  would  puzzle  gentlemen  to  find  an  in- 
•tance  of  a  Legislature  passing  a  law  in  order  to  fit 
a  ease  which  might  happen.  As  be  thought  it 
improper,  he  hoped  it  would  be  atricken  out 


The  qoestion  was  put  atid  nesmtived — 5fi  to  36- 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"shall  clearly  disavow."     Carried. 

Mr.  LiviifosTON  observed,  that  gentlemen  had 
frequently  told  the  committee  that  they  did  not 
mean,  by  the  general  expression  of  this  clause,  to 
allow  any  disavowal  ofao  agent  of  any  acts  of 
his  Government,  but  merely  sueb  an  avowal  of 
intention  as  they  were  entitled  to  make  by  their 
proper  authority.  In  order  to  test  the  sincerity  of 
their  declaration,  and  to  prevent  any  improper  in. 
terference  between  an  officer  ana  his  Qovern- 
ment,  and  to  prevent  anv  lore  being  held  out  to 
insurrection  and  revolt,  ne  moved  to  add  these 
words:  "being  duly  authorized  by  the  Geveni- 
meot  thereof,  shall  clearly  disavow." 

After  a  few  ofaeervations  upon  it,  this  motion 
was  nentived— 57  to  29. 

Mr.  PtH.GEiifcT,  in  his  opposition  to  the  above 
amendment,  said  he  beliered  the  gentleman  from 
New-York  to  be  perfectly  sinClsre;  but  his  Judg^ 
meaiappeared  to  be  disordered,  and  to  be  in  a  situa- 
tion something  like  the  jealoos  man,  whenever  the 
subject  of  war  is  in  any  way  touched.  And  vre 
know,  said  Mr.  P., 


As  proofi  of  Holy  Writ" 

Mr.  Gallatiii  proposed  on  amendment  whicb 
he  supposed  would  be  free  from  the  objections 
urged  uainst  the  last,  for  effecting  the  same  pur- 
pose, ft  was  to  add  these  words :  "  by  virtue  of 
powers  derived  f«m  the  Oovemment,  and  in  its 

This  motion  was  negatived— 5S  to  38, 

Mi.  Spaight  moved   to  insert  tbe  words,  "  and 

having,"  after  tbe  word  "exereiaing,"  and  between 

thewords  "authority"  and  "in,"  inthesameliite, 

"  under  the  same." 
Mr.  DAYTOit  (the  Speaker)  thought  the  smeiu]- 

ment  was  unneceuary,  as  it  went  to  moke  no  ma* 

lerial  ^leration  in  the  bill ;  but,  on 
Me.  CaAMPLiit'B  noticing  the  Uttn  part  of  the 
nendment,  which  the  Speaker  had  not  heard,  he 

Sesqed  bis  disapprobation  of  it 
r.  Gallatin  said,  there  was  no  difficulty  in 
discovering  why  tbe  gentlemen  form  New  Jersey 
and  Rhode  Island  dislike  this  amendment;  it  is 
obnoxiouK  to  them,  because,  if  adopted,  it  would 
prevent  a  treaty  being  made  with  penons  in  a  state 
of  rebellion;  and  this  amendment  was  liaUe  to  no 
other  objection. 

Mr.  Habpeb  thought  this  amendment  one  of' 
those  things  which  mif[ht  be  adopted,  or  not  with- 
oat  making  anv  material  ohange  in  the  t»ll ;  and 
believing  it  to  be  ofnhis  nature,  as  he  supposed  it 
would,  at  least  make  it  more  agreeable  to  the 
mover,  he  should  vole  for  it 

Mr.  MicBOLAa  was  of  a  different  opinion.     If  a 

an  had  Ihrovm  off  his  allegiance  to  ■  Govern- 
ment, he  cotild  not  be  said  to  be  exereiMDg  an 
authority  under  it 

Mr.  Yarnuh  observed  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  said  that  he  should  rote  in 
favor  of  this  ameodmeat,  beoanto  it  wimM  make 
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H  change  in  die  bill ;  he  shoald,  on  the  cootnryt 
TOle  for  it,  because  h«  ihoaght  it  made  a  most  ma- 
Krjd  change  in  ii.  That  gentlemen  tays  he 
etnnol  see  bow  a  person  can  claim  or  eserciie  a 
romiDand  without  naring  it  frem  the  French  Qoy- 
Ternment.  He  thought  this  very  eonceiTable.  A 
pcnon  or  a  nnmber  of  personi  might  usurp  an  an- 
thoriiy,  and  this  amendment  went  to  prevent  a 
trcaiT  being  made  with  (uch  penons.  And  lurely 
eentlemen  whp  do  not  wish  to  conntenance  the 
WeiriDe  of  dirtding  the  people  from  their  Oorera- 
meat  can  have  no  ob^tion  to  this  amendment. 

Mr.  GooBKioH  said  this  amendment  went  to 
change  the  principle  of  the  bill.  The  bill  goes 
ipon  the  idea  that  when  any  island  in  the  West 
ladies  shall  cease  to  make  depredations  upon  our 
mmmoee,  oar  trade  Audi  be  onened  with  them, 
viihmit  regarding  br  what  avtnoritjr  or  force  the 
ehuge  wa«  effected.    The  tnatter  is  not  placed 

ri  the  graand  of  any  treaty  whaterer ;  for.  said 
Q.,  wc  can  neithe» increase  nor  diminish  the 
power  of  the  President  in  this  respect.  A  great 
deal  of  mist  haa  been  thrown  on  thissobject.  The 
(Sect  sf  this  amendment  will  be,  that  the  person 
restniaing  from  depredations  upon  our  commerce 
unit  act  nnder  the  authority  of  the  French  Re- 
jmblicionthecontrary,  the  fnends  of  this  bill  wish 
not  to  examine  bv  what  authority  the  thine  is  done, 
prorided  that  it  be  done.  We  bare  a  riffSi  to  ray 
that  our  vessels  shall  go  to  any  port  we  pfease ;  bat, 
weordmg  to  the  doctrine  of  the  amendment,  sup- 
posing the  island  of  St.  Domingo  was  conquered. 
we  could  Dot  send  our  commerce  there,  nor  coula 
M  jeod  it  to  a  place  in  rebellion ;  so  that  oi 
eomfflerce  was  to  be  affected  by  erery  change  of 
nrcumstances  vrhich  might  take  place.  He  ho[>ed 
the  committee  woold  recoeniae  do  principle  which 
AaUtay  we  ha*e  not  a  right  to  send  oor  commerce 
wbrrtrer  we  please,  whether  the  places  to  which 
anr  nsaeli  go  arc  in  war,  peace,  or  rebellion. 

Hr.  GiLLATiN  was  astonished  to  hear  the  gei. 
tieman  from  ConnecttenI  my  that  this  is  merely 
a  commercial  qaestion.  Let  as,  said  he,  examine 
tbe  effect  of  this  amendment.  We  are  tolfl  that 
the  proTisiona  of  this  bill  do  not  extend  to  ai 
ulMiy  which  may  be  conquered ;  for  instance, 
Sl  Martin's,  St.  Lncia,  or  any  other  colonies  which 
lure  bMn  conquered.  Let  ns  see,  then,  how  it 
will  ippiy  if  this  amendment  is  rejected,  and  whe- 
ther the  question  is  commercial  or  political.  Let 
ni  lnqnire,  said  he,  what  la  the  case  proridedfor, 
if  the  amendment  is  rejected,  and  which  is 
nprorided  for  if  it  is  adopted,  .and  it  will  then 
Jpear  what  ground  is  cOTered  by  the  opposers  of 
tola  amendment.  If  rejected,  it  will  result,  that 
lU  pcnona  who  may  claim  or  exercise  any  eom- 
iBaBd  in  any  island,  Ac.,  although  they  hare  not 
dttt  Mmntand  under  the  Ooreniment  of  France, 
ud  wito  shall  refrain  from  privateering,  shall  be 
eatitled  to  a  free  trade  with  this  country.  The 
only  ease  is  a  ease  of  insarivction  and  rebellion. 
*»Ppo«e,  said  Mr.  Q.,  1  shonld  agree  with  the  gen- 
itenan  from  Coonectient,  that  if  once  a  rebellion 
UkA  pUee,  or  any  cdeny  shall  declare  itielf  inde- 
^dcBt.  (hot.  by  the  by,  the  doctrine  is  not  coante- 
aancad  by  tka  law  of  nati<ms,)  that  we  may  tnde 


there  as  we  please.  Does  it  result  that  we  bare  a 
right  to  pass  a  law  beforehand  to  contemplate  such 
an  event?  If  we  do,  it  will  be  speaking  publicly, 
thus:  "If  any  persons  shall,  in  any  inland,  port,  ot 
place,  belonging  to  the  French  Republic,  raise  an 
insarrection,  and  declare  themselves  independent, 
and  shall  be  fonnd  to  rcfiain  from  committing 
depredations  upon  our  commerce,  we  will  open  a 
free  trade  wilb  them."  And  yel  the  gentlnnan 
from  Connecticnt  calls  this  a  mere  commercial 
question. 

The  committee  have  been  told  of  a  nnmber  of 
cases  which  he  had  been  astonished  to  hear-vcasea 
which  happened  in  our  war.  Gentlemen  who  hare 
ntioned  these  bare  not  attended  to  any  of  the 
1  of  the  war.  Mr.  G.  referred  to  the  case  of  th« 
treaty  made  in  Holland,  which  has  already .beeA 
explained  in  a  former  debate.  Mr.  O.  laia,  gen- 
tlemen might  put  what  construction  they  pleased 
npon  this  section ;  but  certainly  publicly  to  tell  the 
French  colonies  that  if  they  wilt  rebel  against  their 
Ooremmeiit,  and  restrain  from  depredating  upon 
us,  we  will  treat  with  them,  is  to  invite  tnem  to 
do  ii.  A  declaration  of  war  has  always  been  the 
consequence  of  such  a  conduct  in  other  countries ; 
and  he  supposed  gentlemen  are  not  ready  for  a 
declaraliou  of  war,  though  they  tell  us  there  is  no 
chanee  in  our  affairs  for  the  better;  that  negotia- 
tion 11  at  an  end ;  that  no  idea  can  be  entertained 
of  the  sincerity  of  any  professions  of  the  French: 
and  not  being  ready  to  bring 


war,  they  are  not  surely  ready  to  make  it,  or  pro- 
voke it ;  and  if  not,  why  assume  a  principle  that 
may  have  this  effect  1    He  hoped  the  amendment 


declarntion  of 
lake  it,  or  pro- 
assume  a  principle  that 


would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Oris  was  apt  to  think,  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  whose  candor  and  attach- 
ment to  this  hill  are  well  known,  could  hare  fore- 
seen the  eagerness  with  which  gentlemen  opposed 
to  the  bill  have  seized  upon  his  amendment,  it 
would  have  had  some  weight  with  him  in  pre- 
senting the  motion.  And  if  the  saneityoThia 
frjend  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  had 
not  I>een  a  little  surprised,  on  this  occasioii,  he 
would  not  have  given  his  consent  to  it.  This 
amendment,  said  Mr.  O.,  contains  the  same  prin- 
ciple which  has  already  been  three  or  four  tim'ei 
rejected.  It  will  necessarily  lead  to  an  examina- 
tion whether  the  officer  in  any  island  is  legally 
auihorized  or  not,  whereas  it  is  our  wish  to  let  that 
question  alone.  To  say  that  this  hill  will  be  a 
cause  of  war  Is  ridiculous.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  so  long  and  so  often  predicted 
causes  of  war,  that  everybody  would  discredit 
them  in  future ;  for,  being  at  peace  at  present,  was 
a  full  contradiction  to  all  his  former  predictions. 

The  cotomittee  now  rose,  and  bad  leave  to  sit 
again. 

THuasnAT,  January  M. 
The  Bpiakbk  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 


from  the  Secretary  ofState, correcting  errors  which 
had  occurred  in  the  copy  of  his  report  on  the  lal* 
despatches  printed  for  tne  House,  which  was  or- 


dered to  be  printed. 
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DEATH  OF  MR.  TAZEWELL. 

A  mesEOge  was  received  from  the  Seoate.  inform- 
ing the  House  that  Hehrt  Tazewell,  Esq.,  one 
oitheir  body,  died  this  morning,  and  that  they  iiad 
directed  orders  to  be  taken  respecting  his  funeral. 

Afterwards,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dent,  the  House 
came  to  the  following  resolution : 

/Uiolvcd,  Tbftt  this  House  wilt  attend  the  fu- 
neral of  Henrt  Tazewell^  Esq.,  late  a  member 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  on  to-morrow, 
at  half  past  fonr  o'clock. 

intehcourm:  with  France. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  further  to  suspend 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  SpAioHT'e  amendment  being  under  consid- 
eration, 

Mr.  Hartlet  said  the  general  policy  of  this  bill 
had  been  considered  &t  the  last  session ;  and  he 
had  no  doubt,  that  when  any  parts  of  the  French 
dominions  cease  to  depredate  upon  our  commerce, 
we  might,  with  propriety,  open  out  intercourse 
with  them.  If,  for  instance,  the  Isle  of  France 
had  fitted  oat  piivateers,  and  depredated  upan  o' 
commerce,  and  chose  to  forbear  to  do  so  in  futui  , 
and  leave  our  pasuge  to  the  Indian  seas  clear,  it 
would  be  a  food  leasoo  for  opening  our  commerce 
with  that  place.  The  case  of  St.  Domingo  is  still 
stronger,  and  has.  as  has  been  shown,  the  power' 
of  doing  us  mucn  mischief,  should  we  refuse  to 
furnish  them  with  the  necessary  supplies.  If  they 
call  in  their  privateers^  therefore,  it  would  certainly 
be  risht  to  open  onr  intercourse  with  that  valua- 
ble  island,  especi all V  since  they  appear  to  be  aban- 
doned by  France,  who  has  withdrawn  all  her  troops 
from  the  island. 

Afler  some  other  obseivalions,  Mr.  H.  concluded 
with  hoping  the  amendment  would  not  be  agreed 
to,  as  it  would  only  tend  to  embarrass  the  bill,  by 
making  it  necessary  to  ascertain  the  legality  of 
the  governing  authority  of  the  jtlaces  witn  wnieh 
we  might  open  our  intercourse. 

Mr.  Brace  was  opposed  to  this  amendment,  as 
itcame  round  to  the  same  point  with  that  which 
the  gentlemaa  from  Pennsylvania  had  proposed. 
It  struck  him  that,  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
genltemeii  have  forgot  the  ground  on  which  we 
etaod.  Our  treaties  with  the  French  Government 
have  been  declared  void,  on  account  of  the  con- 
dnct  of  that  Governnieot.  We  have  proceeded 
funber,  and  suspended  all  our  commercial  inter' 
course  with  France  and  her  dependencies.  It 
would  be  well  to  consider  what  kind  of  coonei- 
ioo  now  exists  between  the  United  Slates  and 
France,  and  whether  a  measure  of  the  kind  pro- 
posed can  injure  our  present  prospect  of  peace. 
By  the  arguments  of  some  gentlemen,  it  would 
■eem  that  we  are  under  some  obligation  or  con- 
tract to  that  Qovernment;  whereas,  we  ought  to 
consider  ourselves,  with  respect  to  it,  in  no  ofher 
light  than  we  consider  ourselves  with  respect 
to  the  GoTemmenis  of  the  World  with  which  we 
have  DO  connexion.    We  have,  therefore,  no  ob- 


ject to  pursue,  but  what,  in  a  dignified  nattoiul 
view,  it  is  our  duty  and  our  interest  to  pursue. 

This  sepaiatJoa  having  been  effected  by  the 
wrong  acts  of  the  French  Government,  sh«  ciin 
have  no  claim  upon  us ;  we  have  taken  our  statid 
upon  such  ground  as  can  always  bejustified,  when- 
ever a  sprit  of  justice  shall  return.  There  is  no 
man,  said  Mr.  B.,  in  this  House,  who  does  Dot 
wish  for  peace,  whenever  it  can  be  obtained  oa  a 
solid  foundation.  But  it  was  well^observed  yes- 
terday by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Gjoorich,)  that 
this  question  is  wholly  a  commercial  one.  This 
declaration  gave  offence  to  the  gentleman  irom 
Fennsylvania.  He  was  surprised  that  any  one 
could  suppose  this  to  be  the  ease.  Mr.  B.  said  be 
was  equally  surprised  at  the  arguments  of  that 
gentleman.  What  connexion  had  we  with  the 
French  Government?  or  what  connexion  had  we 
with  .any  other,  besides  commercial?  He  had 
heard  much  clamor  out  of  doors  about  other  con- 
nexions— about  treaties  o^eosive  and  defensive. 
He  hoped  no  such  connexion  ever  would  exist  be- 
tween this  country  and  any  nation  whatever. 

What,  said  Mr.  B.,  was  the.  original  intention 
of  the  act,  which  this  bill  is  meant  to  continue  ? 
It  was  to  suspend  our  commercial  intercourse, 
leaving  a  power,  however,  with  the  President,  to 
repeal  the  suspension,  whenever  the  French  shall 
cease  from  their  depredations.  If  we  follow  this 
course,  said  Mr.  B.,  and  these  depredations  are 
discontinued  in  any  of  the  West  India  ^islands, 
we  have  a  right  to  relax  this  suspension  with  re- 
spect to  them.  And  it  is  a  strange  idea  to 
suppose  that  such  a  step  caa  give  offence.  Geo- 
tlemen  suppose  that  some  kind  of  treaty  is  to  be 
made,  though  no  such  thing  is  provided  tor.  The 
commerce  is  to  be  opened  the  moment  depreda- 
tions cease,  without  anv  agreement  being  entered 
into  whatever.  It  is,  tnerefore,  a  simple  proposi- 
tion, and  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Government 
of  France ;  indeed,  so  far  from  being  matter  of 
offence  to  that  Government,  he  supposed  they 
would  be  gratified  by  the  circumstance- 

But  it  had  been  said,  that  the  independence  of 
St.  Domingo  would  have  bad  effects  upon  this 
country.  He  could  not  see  ihat  this  would  be 
the  result ;  nor  had  he  heard  sufficient  reason  to 
convince  any  man's  mind  that  this  will  be  the 
case.  If  persons  in  power  in  St.  Domingo  shall 
find  it  to  be  their  interest  to  cease  from  plunder, 
how  are  we  to  ascertain  that  they  do  not  act  ac- 
cording to  instructions  from  the  mother  country  7 
If  they  do  refrain  from  doing  ns  injury,  it  will  be 
sufficient  for  ug.  It  is  a  strange  idea. that,  beoanse 
we  choose  to  serve  the  inhabitant?  of  St.  Domin- 
go with  provisions,  of  which  they  stand  in  need, 
on  condition  that  they  will  not  depredate  on  our 
commerce,  that,  in  doing  this,  we  promote  the  in- 
dependence of  the  country.  But  suppose  thi* 
should  be  the  consequence,  the  French  Govern- 
ment must  allow  that  it  is  an  effect  produced  by 
their  own  acts^nd  not  by  any  conduct  of  tbi* 
Government.  To  talk  in  this  way,  Mr.  B.  thought, 
was  to  show  a  false  complaisance  towards  France. 
He  wished  to  treat  that  nation  with  justico;  but 
could  never  consent  (p  prostrate  the  dignity  of - 
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ibe  eooair^,  by  suppoaing  (hat,  in  doing  an  act 
merely  to  regulate  our  own  coininerce,  we  «t« 
ibout  to  give  offence  to  the  French  Qofernment, 
ud  ibai,  therefore,  weoogbtnot  to  adopt  it.  Mr. 
B.  would  adTise  gentlemen  to  take  a  view  of  ibe 

rstiions  we  bare  received  from  Fiance,  and 
of  oar  TcsoDTces,  in  order  to  see  whether  the 
latter  are  such  ai  id  warrant  our  giving  up  the 
independence  of  oar  natioir;  if  this  was  not  the 
ease,  and  he  wai  an  re  it  wasnot,  weought  to  take 
a  firm  aod  dignified  altitude.    Bat  if  this  araend- 


the  PreDcb  Oovernmeat,  before  we  can  permit 
on  vesuli  to  carry  on  commerce  with  any  of  the 
islands,  how  well  disposed  soever  they  may  be. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  it  would  be  negatived. 

Mr.  Spacoht  sud,  he  wished  to  have  given  ibe 
letsoDs  whicti  induced  him  to  make  this  amend' 
meut^yeaterday.  bat  a  motion  being  made  for  the 
committee  to  rise,  prevented  him.  Having  been 
a  member  of  the  committee  who  formed  this  bill, 
ud  having  given  his  consent  to  it,  he  trusted  it 
would  not  'be  believed  that  he  brought  forward 
this  motion  to  defeat  the  bill ;  bit  object  was  to 
make  it  more  palatable  to  many  genilemen,  who, 
if  an  ameodment  something  Like  the  present  was 
not  adopted,  would  vote  against  the  bill.    The 

EDtlemen  froai  Massachnxetia  and  Coanecticut 
n  said,  that  if  this  amendment  is  adopted,  it 
will  destroy  some  of  the  most  important  prioci- 
l^esoftbebill.  He  believed  ihev  had  mistaken 
the  efiect  of  the  ameadment.  They  state  that  it 
will  be  necessary  for  the  President  to  inquire 
whether  the  commander  of  any  island  with  which 
he  was  about  to  open  our  intercourse,  had  his  au- 
ihoiity  from  the  French  Qovernmeat  1  On  the 
contrary,  it  appeared  to  Mr.  8.  that,  so  long  as  the 
citizens  of  any  island  acknowledged  France  as 
Ifaemoiher  country,  whatever  authority  may  ex- 
tit  there,  the  place  must  be  under  the  Ckivera- 
^t  of  Prance.  If  an  open  rebellion  took  place, 
it  would  alter  the  case  entirelr-  And  if  conquer- 
ed by  any  of  the  belligerent  Power*,  it  would  not 
tliea  come  under  the  bill ;  so  that,  in  either  case, 
■^amendment  could  have  no  bad  efiect.    The 


pnoeipal  m 


t  with  him  for  n 


'J°S? 


inent  was,  in  ord^  to  take  away  the  objection 
lOBde  to  it  by  many  leDtlemen,  that  the  bill  is 
raicnlated  to  produce  the  independence  of  St.  Do- 
miD^ ;  lor  he  himself  had  no  snch  view,  nor  did 
Be  IhiDk  my  other  member  of  the  committee,  who 
l^tponed  the  bill,  had.  He  believed,  if  the  wants 
<S  these  people  are  supplied  from  this  country,  it 
*ill  be  better  that  they  should  remain  under  the 
Qoveroment  of  France;  but.  if  we  refuse  to  sup- 
pl)' ihem  with  provisions,  they  may  act  as  free- 
Dooien,  01  do  still  worse — throw  thsmselvet  into 
the  hands  of  Qreat '  Britain,  in  order  to  procure 
supplies.  These  reasons  had  induced  nim  to 
make  the  amendment,  and  he  should  be  glad  to 
>ee  it  adopted. 

Mr.  CniHPuii  conld  see  no  difference  between 
this  and  the  former  amendment,  which  had  been 
HgaiiTcd.  The  design  of  this  section  is,  to  au- 
■wize  the  President  to  open  the  ioteKonne  with 


any  of  the  islands  and  the  United  Slates,  when- 
ever he  shall  deem  it  consistent  with  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  this  country,  without  inquiring 
whether  such  place  is  under  the  Fiench  Goreru- 
menl.  Frequent  decrees  are  passed  in  France,  said 
Mr.  C,  for  revoking  the  commissions  of  these 
officers,  which  are  not  enforced  ;  and  yet,  if  thia 
ameadment  is  passed,  such  a  person  could  not  be 
treated  with,  and  it  would  always  be  difficult  to 
ascertain  whether  an  officer  acted  under  the  French 
Qoveromeot  or  not.  If  the  islands  choose  to  cease 
from  their  depredations,  he  would  openly  trade 
with  them;  for  the  '  ■  ■     .. 


suspended,  i 

but  to  prevent  depredat 


iginally 
T  of  Starving  the  islands, 
B  being  committed  upon 

..    _ _.  Bsionished  to  find  tnat 

nothing  could  come  before  this  House,  but  gen- 
tleman are  ready  to  object  to  it  on  account  of  the 
effect  it  may  have  on  France.  For  his  part,  if 
the  measure  be  beneficial  to  this  countrr,  be  eaied 
not  what  effect  it  might  have  upon  France.  It 
was  said  this  provision  would  have  a  tendency  to 
provoke  insurrection,  or  the  independence  of  the 
island ;  on  the  contrary,  he  believed,  if  this  law 
doea  not  pass,  they  will  throw  themselves  into  the 
hands  of  Great  Britain,  or  become  plunderers  of 
our  property.  He  hoped  to  see  the  inlercontse 
opened,  not  only  with  St.  Domingo,  but  with  the 
Isle  of  France. 

Mr.  HtnpEti  said,  when  this  amendment  was 
first  made,  he  considered  it  as  making  no  consid- 
erable change  in  the  section,  and  was,  therefore, 
inclined  to  vole  for  it ;  but  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Vabndm,}  of  whose  discerit- 
ment  he  had  a  very  high  opinion,  having  said 
that  he  considered  it  a*  making  a  very  consider- 
able change  in  the  section,  and  declaring  that  he 
would,  on  that  aceonnt,  voig  for  it.  be  was  induced 
to  take  a  fnrther  view  of  it,  and  he  found,  upon 
reconsideration,  that  it  would,  indeed,  make  a 
very  material  change  in  the  section,  and  because 
he  found  this  would  be  the  case,  he  most  vote 
against  it.  • 

Mr.  G*Lt.iTiN  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that  thia 
amendment  goes  no  further  than  to  prevent  any 
stipulations  with  persons  wbo  have  usurped  the 
power  of  a  country.  It  was  yesterday  stated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maisachusett*,  and  repeated 
to-day  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
that  It  did  not  extend  to  cases  where  men's  com- 
doubifol.  If  a  man  has  once  held  a 
as  an  agent  in  any  French  colony, 


been  pnblicly  declared  t.  -_      _ 

His  exercising  the  power  will  be  sufficient  proof 
that  he  has  it ;  and,  unless  this  principle  is  admit- 
ted, it  must  be  evident  that  the  bill  is  intended  to 
operate  in  favor  of  revolcefs. 

There  is  a  great  difference,  said  Mr.  G.,  between 
this  amendment  and  the  one  which  bad  been 
moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  the  sen- 
lleman  from  New  York,  or  that  which  he  nad 
himself  moved.  It  was  ine  opinion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  VirKinia,  and  it  was  his  also,  tluit  the 
President  ought  not  to  be  authorised  to  open  a 
trade  with  St.  Domingo,  unlew  the  constituted 
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authorities  of  France  had  dissTowed  their  former 
aggressions,  and  refrained  from  them ;  they  did 
not  think  it  right  to  permit  a  trade  with  jiarticnlar 
parts  of  the  possessions  of  France,  considering 
that  the  measure  was  originallv  taken  to  distress 
the  French  OoTernment,  and  bring  it  to  terms ; 
but  this  section  gives  the  power  of  opening  a  par- 
'  '  '  '  with  St.  Domingo,  though  the 


!  what  possible  objection 
made  to  it,  except  that  it  will  prerent  a  lure  from 
bein^  held  out  to-promote  the  independence  of  St. 
Domingo;  for  in  nothing  else  does  the  amendment 
differ  from  the  bill  as  it  now  stands. 

If  we  are  to  hold  out  this  lure,  said  Mr.  G.,  it 
must  be  becaose  we  hare  the  light,  and  it  is  our 
iQteteat  to  do  it.  When  he  asserted  we  have  not 
the  right  to  do  it,  he  would  remark  upon  the  word 
"right."  Gentlemen  say  we  have  a  ri^bt  to  do 
this,  because  we  are  an  independent  nation.  No 
doubt  But  when  he  said  we  have  not  a  ri^bt  to 
io  it,  be  meant  thai  we  could  not  do  it  without 
infracting  the  larw  of  nations,  or  those  rules  which 
We  have  declared  ongbt  to  govern  eveiy  nation. 
•  ■        ■    ■  ■  -     1  Connecticut  has 

e  is  no  connexion  of  a  political  na- 
ture between  us  and  France,  and  therefore  con- 
siders this  as  noerely  a  commercial  regulation.  Mi. 
G.  said,  he  has  mistaken  hia  Tueaning,  by  making 
use  of  the  word  "connexion"  instead  of^rtioficm. 
We  have  no  connexion,  either  commercial  or  po- 
litical, with  France;  but  we  stand,  as  a  nalion,  in 
a^'politieal  and  eommetcial  relation  with  France 
and  other  nations.  There  is  no  connexion  between 
ns,  but  there  is  the  same  rdation,  both  political 
and  commercial,  tha^there  is  between  all  other 
aations.  And,  Mid  Mr.  O.,  it  Is,  doubtless,  an  in- 
ftaciion  on  the  law  of  tatkiDs  to  offer  any  lure,  or 
promote  the  independence  of  a  colony.  We  cer- 
tainly bare  a  right  to  give  assitlance,  in  case  of  a 
lebellion,  by  running  the  risk  of  becoming  a  party 
in  the  war,  but  not  without  infracting  the  law  of 
nations ;  still  less  could  we  do  it  without  breaking 
tkat  morality  in  politics,  the  breach  of  which  we 
k&ve  so  oAen  coinplained  of.  We  may  suppose 
the  Government  of^  Fiance  radically  wrong,  and 


ttte  people  exercising  it  corrupt^  but  neither  would 
justify  Ine  overturning,  or  holding  out  any  eneou- 
ngement  to'otbers  to  overiarn,  the  Government  of 
any  part  of  her  dependencies.  A  conduct  of  this 
kind  could  only  be  jusiifled  in  time  of  war. 

In  this  country,  in  our  speeches,  at  least,  we 
have  ^oDe  further,  and  said  that,  even  in  ease  of 
war.  It  would  not  be  right  to  sow  the  seeds  of  in- 
Mrrection ;  for,  on  what  other  grounds  could  we 
account  for  the  philippics  whicn  have  beeb  pro- 
sonnced  on  this  fioor  against  France,  for  her  con- 
duct not  only  against  countries  with  whom  she 
was  at  peace,  but  also  against  those  with  whom 
the  Was  at  war.  This  was  the  case  with  respest 
to  ell  the  chaises  made  against  France  with  re- 
spect to  Holland,  or  the  Milanese  (now  Ciaalpine 
Repnbtic)  with  whom  she  was  at  war  when  the 
attempts  coodemned  were  latde.    Bui  we  hare 


said,  war  is  at  beet  an  unfortunate  state,  and  it  ii 
not  right  to  heighten  its  evils  by  eieitiaff  iainmt- 
tious  and  commotions.  If  this  princi]ue  is  rigiit, 
and  Mr.  G.  believed  it  correct  in  most  cases,  it  k 
clear  that  We  shall  not  be  justified  in  promottiL! 
insurrections,  even  in  war,  much  less  in  ibis 
slate,  which  is  a  state  of  hostility,  but  am  of  wit. 

Notwithstanding  the  respect  which  fae  paid  u 
the  opinion  of  Ibe  gentleman  fVom  South  CaroIlM 
(Mr.  PmcKHEV)  he  could  not  be  persuaded  ihil 
the  ind^ndence  of  St.  Domingo  could  be  t  iM- 
rahle  object.  To-day,  it  had  been  avowed,  in  whu 
fellffrom  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Hahtlbt,)  that  ihii 
was  the  ground  upon  which  the  clause  was  fouDd- 
ed,  all  the  Fr^ch  force  being  withdrawn.  H< 
gave  credit  to  the  candor  of  his  colleagnc  for 
the  declaration,  and  it  was  in  this  point  of  rim 
which  he  had  always  considered  it,  because  he 
had  stated  that,  no  doubt,  an  agent  from  Au 
qnarter  had  come  with  proponitions  toourOot- 
ernment. 

Mr.  G.  reputed  some  of  his  fonser  retM> 
against  the  policy  of  promoting;  the  indepeadenM 
of  St.  Domingo.  He  heard  the  genllemsn  Inn 
Rhode  Island,  with  regret,  repeat  one  of  iboK 
illiberal  ideas  that  had  been  so  frequently  intro- 
duced here,  by  saying  that  gentlemen  seemed  op- 
posed to  this  measure,  because  it  would  be  iojnri- 

Some  remarks  had  been  made  on  the  probabitiiy 
of  peace  being  made  with  France.  He  did  n« 
mean  now  to  consider  this  subject,  becaose  h( 
did  not  consider  it  as  eonneetea  with  this  nil- 
In  the  course  of  the  session,  he  snppcned  qu» 
tions  would  come  before  the  House,  in  wt'e' 
it  would  be  proper  to  touch  this  point  Atpte*- 
ent,  he  wished  to  make  no  change  in  out  siin*- 

Mr.  Chahflin  observed,  that  he  did  aot  atlodt 
to  anything  the  gentleman  from  PennsylvauJs  bm 
said,  when  he  spoke  of  a  commMi  interest  tetyw 
this  country  and  France.  He  drew  this  ''p* 
what  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  Vittin"!,  «si 
we  are  interested  in  the  preaervalion  of  ttt  Frenea 

Mr.  PtiTCKUBY  wishe'd  Io  make  a  ainele  ol»"Ta- 
tion  upon  what  fell  from  the  genlleia»Q  ""J 
Pennsylvania.  In  order  to  defeat  al!  thst  hss  bm 
said  about  this  section  holding  out  a  ''"^^'"^7 
esublishment  of  the  indepeodence  of  "t-  **[ 
mingo,  it  need  only  be  said,  that  it  is  conBMa 
to  the  colonies  which  are  under  the  jarisOifr 
tion  of  France.  The  language  of  this  e'*?*^. 
"  so  long  as  you  contioae  ^pendent,  we  will  <«■' 
with  yon. 
Mr.  NiCBOLA!  expIaiDed.  .^^ 

Mr.  Spbaoob  observoi  that  the  gentleman  frt» 
Pennsylvania  insisted  upim  it,  thai,  wiih«i  iw 
amendment,  this  bill  would  hold  out  a  lure  loj^ 
snrrections  in  St  Domingo,  and  that  'fg*""^ 
did»oi  wish  TO  encourage  theee,  they  must  ^ 
to  the  amendment.  What  is  this  enconrsgf  tnCT" 
It  is,  ''  if  yoo  will  forbear  comDiittiD«  d«p«« 
tions,  which  we  bare  bereHrfore  espe"*"  ^h^ 
you,  we  will  open  our  trade  with  yoi).'  » J'J^ 
aeoordiag  i«  the  geotlettum'a  laaaoBiag,  ac" 
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bosciliif  aeaiiisi  the  oorametce  of  this  eoimtty, 
tiQ  faTortole  to  France;  or  rather,  ceasing  to 
commit  them  is  an  act  of  rebellion  •gainit  ibe 
nother  country ;  and,  to  hold  oni  •  lore  on  our 

Sri,  ID  nop  theve  depredations,  is  so  contruy  to 
■  views  of  Prance,  ■•  lo  give  a  high  offence  to 
tlitC  conntrj, 

Mr.  McDowsLL  remarked,  that  gendemea  op- 
posed to  thh  amendment,  ail  agree  thai  the  sec- 
tion, a*  it  standa,  holds  out  no  lure  to  insurrection 
in  ine  French  West  India  islands;  if  not^  wh^ 
ilwald  ibev  obiecl  to  this  amendraeni,  which  is 
oilf  c«h;ulatea  to  make  certain  what  is  at  present 
doubtful  to  some  members.  He  wished  genile- 
men  lo  consider  what  might  be  the  consequence 
of  authorizing  the  President  to  treat  with  uoau- 
thorized  persons.  Genllemen  have  staled,  and  he 
mifosed  truly,  that  the  trade  of  this  islajid  of  St. 
Domingo  is  a  gold  mine  lo  the  merchants  of  this 
coDDiry ;  and  ae  was  afraid  that  the  richness  of 
ibii  trade  had  too  much  attraction  to  be  resisted 
\>j  those  concerned  in  it,  though  it  might  ba  dear- 
ly Diirchued  hy  the  nation  at  large.  He  differed 
widely  in  opinion  from  the  gentleiiuui  from  Sonth 
Catdma,  with  respect  to  ibe  effect  which  the  in- 
depeDdence  of  that  island  would  have  upon  this 
eountcy ;  he  believed  ii  weu  by  no  means  a  desira' 
ble  event  to  ibis  country. 

Mr.  LiviNos-ron  was  afraid,  and  it  could  not  be 
loo  often  repeated,  that  the  committee  are  toaiog 
light  ot  those  great  principles  which  gentlemen 
hate  heretofore  so  warmly  espoused,  viz ;  the  dan- 
get  of  ioteifering  with  the  concerns  of  other  Qov- 
eriuDeDti.  It  has  been  said.that  this  detestable 
plan  hu  been  practised  to  an  ezieot  in  Europe, 
nnkaown  to  the  aitcient  or  modern  world.  If  tais 
it  tme,  though  he  was  not  himself  inclined  to  be- 
■■__.  ,-,...■.  ■.     .  .  ■  .  jj 

We  have  complained,  said  Mr.  L.,  that  another 
Qoterameni  has,  by  invitatioTi,  by  words,  not  by 
ads,  attempted  to  separate  the  citizens  of  this 
CMUtry  friHo  its  Government.  If  the  fact  is 
veil  founded,  and  could  be  proved,  it  ought  doubt- 
Itis  to  have  excited  ihe  indignation  of  all  Ame- 
tiea.  Let  us,  said  Mr.  h.,  see  what  we  are  about 
u  da  We  are  abmil  to  say,  by  law,'  "that  we 
vill  give  poitieulai  advantages  ia  trade,  when- 
ever any  part  of  the  dependencies  of  France  shall 
be  foniid  to  act  differently  from  the  whole  bodv 
of  ibt  DatLon,  and,  of  course,  contrary  to  the  wiU 
of  their  Government."  Are  we  not  about  to  do 
Hits?    No  man  who  reads  this  bill  can  hesitate  lo 

Bat  genileBua  say  it  is  no  lore  thrown  out  to 
tbe  dependencies  of  Prance,  to  say  to  them,  "Yon 
oBf^i  to  refrain  fvom  commiiting  deprcdatioBt 
BpoB  Iha  commerce  of  the  United  States."  This 
B  a  HraoR  argument.  The  refraining  from  these 
*cts,  for  the  advantages  of  our  commerce,  is  the 
lure.  If  it  U  right  in  Ihe  United  Sutes  to  nego- 
nitewithapartof  the  French  dominioBs,  in  or- 
der to  iodnce  them  lo  act  differently  from  their 
uoverament,  whether  right  or  wrong,  it  would  be 
tight  for  a  foreign  Govemmeat  to  n^otiaie  with 


separate  parts  of  the  United  States,  instead  of  ne- 
gotiating with  the  General  Government  Tke 
right  must  be  reciprocal. 

France  may,  for  instance,  eoaaider  the  law  au- 
thorizing the  fitting  out  of  vessels  in  the  United 
Stfies,  to  cruise  against  her,  as  an  act  of  hostility, 
and  Tery  injurious  to  her.  Suppose,  then,  the 
Government  of  Prance  were  to  say  to  the  in- 
habitants of  New  York,  or  Boston,  "Provided 
you  ^shall  refrain  from  fitting  out  any  vatsd* 
against  our  trade,  we  will  refrain  from  capturing 
your  vessels."  Would  not  a  conduct  of  this  kiM 
excite  a  far  greater  degree  of  indignity  in  tba 
American  Government  and  people,  than  any  conr 
duct  of  the  French  Governmenl  ha*  yet  excited  i 
It  ceruioly  would.  Yet.  where  is  the  different* 
between  this  conduct  ana  that  which  we  are  pur- 
suing? He  could  see  none.  Will  gentlemen  say 
■'we  are  right,  and  they  are  wrong;  becaUM 
they  are  making  depredations  upon  our  com- 
merce, and  refuse  to  do  us  justice?"  This  will 
give  no  answer.  Every  nation  is  its  own  Judge, 
and  can  always  declare  themselves  right,  and  their 
enemy  wrong. 

But  gentlemen  say  no  Qegotiation  is  to  take 
place.  Will  the  President,  said  Mr.  L.,  when  ha 
fnds  privateers  no  longer  fitted  out  at  certain 
ports,  reikew  intercourse  at  once  with  such  ports, 
without  any  assurance  that  the  same  conduct  will 
beoursued?  Some  intercourse  must  take  pUca 
belore  a  proclamation  can  be  issued  declaring 
4hat  the  practiceofprivatepringhas  ceased  at  anf 
place.  Here  is  then  a  negotiation,  and  a  treaty, 
not  only  with  a  colony,  but  with  any  other  pori 
or  place,  which  will  make  aiiplication  for  it;  yet 
we  say  an  interference  with  foreign.  Qov  era  men  ta 
cSnnot  be  aufficienily  detested.    We  say  this,  an4 

K:t  we  are  about  to  do  the  same  thing,  not  by 
ords  only,  but  by  a  solemn  legislative  proceeding 
Gentlemen  say  wherever  an  authoritv  is  exer- 
cised, it  must  be  supposed  to  be  legal,  and  referral 
to  the  different  Powers  which  have  Deenestablisheil 
during  the  Revotulion  in  Prance.  This  was  rea- 
soning from  particular  agencies  to  a  General 
Government.  In  case  of  a  revolution  in  the 
Government  of  a  nation,  he  would  not  inquire 
how  Ihe  new  Goveram^t  came  by  its  power.  ■ 
It  would  be  sufficient  for  him  that  they  had  it 
But  with  respect  to  individuals  who  exercise  a 
subordinate  power,  they  can  never  be  equal  to 
making  a  national  compact  A  governor,  com- 
mandant, or  justice  of  peace,  may  be  negotiated 
with  under  this  act:  and,  if  thia  amendment  be 
rejected,  we  not  only  say  we  will  negotiate  with 
particular  persons,  but  we  expressly  declare  that 
we  will  negotiate  with  persjns  not  under  tbt 
Government.  Oentlemen  say  this  bill  meant 
that  persons  legally  constituted  only  should  be 
treated  with,  but  they  refuse  to  sey  so  by  admit- 
ting an  amendment  which  makes  the  matter  clear. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  this?    What,  but  if  the 

ieneral  expression  is  suffered  to  stand,  the  Presi- 
ent  would  have  it  in  his  power  to  ot^liate  with 
any  nian  who  chooses  to  say  he  is  in  power  undat 
the  authority  of  France.  The  inference  is  clear. 
'"" '^"  ^  been  thrown  out  thai  g«^ 
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tlemea  wished  rather  ta  promote  the  iaierests  of 
Fratice  theiD  of  their  own  country.  If  any  infer- 
ence of  this  kind  is  proper,  siid  Mr.  L.,  the  re- 
verse b  true.  Grentlemen  say  they  do  not  mean 
to  detach  any  part  of  the  dependencies  of  Fruce 
from  the  Govcrnmenl — and  if  so,  il.certaiDty  imist 
be  an  advantage  to  France  to  open  a  commercial 
intercourse  with  snch  of  ibem  as  are  in  distreu 
for  provisions — to  allow  them  to  receive  directly, 
what  tbey  now  receive  in  a  circuitous  manner. 
If,  therefore,  he  and  his  friends  wished  to  serve 
France,  they  had  only  to  join  sentlemen  in  this 
measure;  hut,  iotead  of  this,  said  Mr.  L.,  we  give 
it  our  most  decided  opposition. 

The  gentlemaD  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
PiNCKNEv)  yesterday  told  the  committee  ibai  an 
UDgronnded  jealousy  had  taken  possession  of  the 
minds  of  some  genilemen,  and  particularly,  said 
Mr.  L.,  of  mine.  That  a  constant  distrust  was 
■hows  with  respect  to  the  ezccution  of  every 
Executive  measure.  It  may  be  so.  Whether  I 
have  reason  for  this  distrust,  circumstances  may 
detetmine. 

[Mr.  PiNOENEY  said  he  did  not  mention  the 
Ezecattre;  he  was  speaking  on  the  subject  of 

Mr.  L.  said,  it  amounts  to  the  same  thing.  A 
distrust  relative  to  war,  must  relate  to  Executive 
measures;  for  the  measures  taken  in  this  House 
relative  to  war,  must  be  in  connexion  with  Exe- 
cutive measures.  Mr.  L.  said  he  had  never  con- 
sidered jealousy,  though  a  fault  when  carried  t9 
excess,  a  much  less  fault  in  governmental  proceed- 
ings than  blind  confidence ;  and  if  I,  said  Mr.  L., 
■m  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a  jealous  man, 
I  must  consider  the  geotlemaD  from  South  Caro- 
lina ia  a  blind  lover,  who  cannot  see  faults  where 
tfaer  really  exist.  Which  of  the  two  dispositioiv 
may  be  indulged  with  the  least  danger,  he  left  to 
the  committee  to  determine.  For  his  own  part, 
when  he  saw  gentlemen  oppose  an  amendment, 
which  goes  to  meet  what  tliey  say  is  the  object 
of  this  bill,  he  could  not  avoid  a  jealous  fear  Ukat 
■omething  more  is  meant  than  meets  the  ear. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLiAUB  did  not  intend  lo  have  said 
anything  on  this  subject,  as  it  is  principally  a 
commercial  concern. of  wnich  he  knew  but  little; 
bat  he  also  conceived  that  the  agricultural  interest 
ii  connected  with  it,  Qenilemen  are  afraid  more 
is  meant  by  this  bill  than  meets  the  eye;  they  are 
afraid  to  take  a  worm  or  a  fly.  lest  a  book  should 
be  concealed  in  them.  Instead  of  war,  he  thought 
this  bill  calculated  to  promote  peace.  It  is  ad- 
mitted, on  all  hands,  said  Mr.  w!,  that  Hispaniola 
cannot  support  itself.  How  must  they,  then,  get 
support?  Either  we  must  sopply  them,  or  they 
must  depend  upon  neutral  islands,  or  the  people 
must  bend  their  whole  force  upon  our  commerce. 
What,  said  he,  is  most  prudent  to  do?  He  thought 
the  reeulaiioD  proposed  by  this  bill  the  best  that 
could  be  hit  upon.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  said  we  are  obliged  to  send  our  tobacco 
through  Spain  to  France;  is  this,  said  he,  an  ad- 


go  BO  fnrthei'  in  this  btuiaess  than  the  interest  of 


the  country  requires.  This  jealousy  of  ihePresi- 
dent  has  a  bad  effect;  because,  from  a  watit  of 
onfidence  in  this  officer,  be  will  be  unable  to  do 
nything  for  us.  He  hoped  the  amendment  woniit 
lot  be  aKreed  to. 
It  was  negatived — 49  to  41: 
Mr.  Eaai,ESTON  hoped,  since  ^ntlemen  hd 
jpposed  several  amendments  whicti  bad  ban 
offered,  with  a  view  of  benefitiiig  the  comnprH 
of  certain  parts  of  the  United  Slates,  to  whicii 
they  belong,  he  hoped  they  would  support  u 
amendment  which  he  should  propose,  out  of  n- 
gard  for  the  commerce  of  that  pan  of  the  couitrr 
to  which  he  belonged.  We  are,  said  he,enga^ 
in  carrying  on  a  commerce  in  tobacco  to  France, 
This  commerce  is  of  no  advantage  to  France,  liu 
it  is  of  great  advantage  to  the  part  of  the  countrr 
where  it  is  raised ;  and  though  we  do  not  thial 
it  prudent  lo  trust  American  vessels  to  carry  it  id 
France,  from  the  risk  tbey  would  run  of  being 
plundered  and  robbed,  he  hoped  this  comniem 
would  be  suffered  to  be  carried  on  by  foreign  neo- 
iral  vessels.  To  effect  this  purpose,  he  mared  id 
strike  out  of  the  first  section  the  words  "  hired  or 
employed."  This  would  give  an  opportunil)' lo 
sucn  as  choose  to  accept  of  it,  to  employ  nenirel 

Mr.  Dent  said,  this  amendment  would  doI  be 
in  order  until  the  bill  was  gone  through. 
The  Chairman  confirmed  this  opinion. 
Mr.  EoGLEBTOH  said  he  would  move  it  at  ihii 

Mr.  Sfaioht  said,  as  he  had  been  so  anfortD- 
nate  as  to  lose  one  dmendment,  he  would  propc^. 
another,  which  would,  if  agreed  to,  leave  the  bill- 
as  he  wished  it  to  have  stood  at  first 

Mr.  S.  then  moved  to  amend  the  4lh  section, 
so  that  it  should  read  thus: 

"  That,  U  uij  time  after  tlTe  p«»ng  of  tliit  wt,  it 
■hall  be  lawfdl  for  the  PiMidant  of  the  Uoiled  Ststo, 
if  he  shall  dMm  it  expedient  and  coniirtaDt  mlB  u" 
intereR  of  the  United  Sutw,  to  remit  ui^diKcotioneUii 
restrsinti  and  mohibitions  afbresaid,  either  wit^  reipaa 
to  the  French  Republic,  or  to  any  island,  pott,  «  p"^ 
belonging  to  the  nud  Republic,  with  wbicb  coiDinerai' 
intercoune  may  safely  be  renewed :  and  ilw  "^i"  "P" 
•aid  reatraifits  and  prahilntioni,  wbeoeter,  in  bit  opii^ 
ion,  the  inteiert  of  the  United  States  ibaU  i*qiiin>  '■^ 
be  shall  be,  and  hereby  h,  anlhoiiiwJ  to  ■»*"  f^' 
mation  thereof  acooidingly." 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  there  being  52 
voles  for  it. 

The  fifth  section  then  came,  under  consider- 
tion;  it  was  in  the  following  words: 

»8ic.  6.  And  U  it  JurUur  aiactai,  Thrt  ii  *»" 
be  UwM  for  the  PreBdent  of  the  United  Bt»«*  "  " 
ihaU  judge  it  expedient  and  for  the  in*""*^,;" 
United  States,  miwue  a  proclamation  for  "U^*""^ 
and  prohibiting  aU  commercial  intereour*!  ««"fr  ,^, 
United  Sutes  and  any  port  or  place  in  the  «««  '" 
or  elsewhere,  in  which  ves«!la  or  privateew  ^»^ 
sioned  by  or  wiling  under  color  of  authority  nwn 
French  HepubUc,  shall  be  buUl,  repaired, «  o^*^^ 
equipped  as  vessels  of  wsr,  for  the  poT^ ."' "^Suul 
iunrtor  capturing  the  vb«1.  of  the  VnO^iJ^ 
or  vrhh  any  port  or  place  at  which  shipa  <«  "■" 
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Ibt  Uiuled  Statw,  lautured  by  ihipa  of  wmc  (a  priTi 
tain,  nilins  under  the  antboTitr  or  oolor  of  kuthoiili 
from  tlw  French  R^aUic,  ihall  or  maj  be  eairied  i 


isd  eoodemiMd  or  lold.  An4  it  iLall  aba  be  lawful 
far  the  Preddent  of  the  United  Stataa  to  i««>ke  taj 
nch  pnclaiMitiaii,  whenerer,  in  hie  opinion,  the  puUie 
bteitet  maj  require  the  eune.  Prtitadtd,  That  the 
jeptrton  of  anj  aliip  or  ttmA  iball  not  be  reatrained 
b]  uj  prodanutiOD  iMQed  by  nrtue  of  thii  act  imtil 
Iba  eiunliou  of  one  teonlh  from  the  date  thereof,  nor 
duU  (he  entry  of  any  ihip  at  Teaae]  within  an;  port  of 


mtt  tnd  diacmtinae  all  the  iMtninIa  and  piohibitiODi 
impoted  b<r  thii  act." 

Ui.  Nicholas  mo7ed  to  strike  out  thin  aectiou. 
He  did  Dot  know  why  authority  wa^;  ^iven  to  Ibe 
President  to  suspend  our  commercial  intercourse, 
OD  the  terms  here  slated.  It  is  said  thai  this  in- 
tricoarse  may  b«  suspended  with  any  port  or  place 
LD  which  prirateer?  shall  be  built,  or  repaired,  Slc. 
He  sQjiptMed  that  the  nations  alluded  to  are  under 
obligation,  by  treaty,  to  permit  vesseU  thus  to 
come  in  and  repair,  &c.,  and  because  this  is  al- 
lowed, shall  the  President  cut  off  our  commerce 
with  these  places'?  He  hoped  not.  He  was  Dot 
willing  to  go  f  o  any  such  extremity,  and  he  hoped 
the  committee  would  not. 

Mi.  Cbamplim  hoped  the  section  would  not  be 
itnick  out,  Oreat  abuses  were  committed  in  the 
Dutch  and  Spanish  islands  in  the  West  In 
la  Curacoa  our  seamen  are  imprisoned,  and  Tes- 
(fls  commissioned  by  the  French  Republic  are 
permiiied  to  eqtiip  in  those  ports,  and  loUow  out 
ships  immediately  upon  their  getting  under  wajr. 
He  did  not  believe  the  law  of  nations  would  justt- 
h  the  treatment  which  our  seamen  there  received. 
Whelhei  or  noi  these  abuses  could  be  corrected. 
he  could  not  lellibuibe  thought  it  would  be  well 
10 give  to  the  President  the  power  of  cutting  ofl 
oni  intereonrt«  with  those  islands ;  which,  bow- 
eier,  it  might  be  necessary  to  hold  over  them  tn 
fararem. 

Mi.  Batakd  said,  it  was  clear  to  him  that  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  not  considered  this 
subject  in  its  [nroper  light.  If  the  United  States 
have  a  beneficial  trade  to  anf  of  these  islands,  it 
would  not  be  cut  off  by  ihu  bill;  because  the 
■uthotiiT  given  is  discretionary,  and  it  must  be 
ueiciied  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States. 
And  will  any  gentleman  say,  that  anything  in  the 
Uw  of  oatiotks  will  prevent  us  from  thus  protect- 
ing our  commerced  What  have  we  to  do  with 
the  treaties  of  these  islands  1  If  they  are  obliged 
bj  treaty  to  give  harbor  to  these  privateers,  it  mi^y 
be  a  good  reaaon  why  we  ought  not  to  declare 
war  against  tbeiUj  but  not  against  our  cuttiiig  off 
our  intercourse  with  them.  Our  right,  in  this  re- 
spect, is  onlimited,  and  the  exercising  of  it  could 
not,  therefore,  give  any  just  ground  of  complaint. 
If  those  who  indulge  these  practices  tbinit  it  is 
more  their  interest  to  do  so  than  to  have  an  open 
intercourse  with  us,  let  them  continue  to  indiilge 
tltetQ.  If  not,  they  will  refrain  from  them. 
Mr.  Ona  said,  ke  wooM  state  the  motivei  which 


induced  the  committee  to'iusert  ibis  clause  in  the 
bill.     It  was  staled  to  the  committee,  that  ravages 
id  depredations  to  s  great  and  mischievous  ex- 
nt  are  sanctioned  by  the  Governors  of  various 
Ills  in  tRe  West  Indies,  with  which  the  United 
tates  ate  at  peace.    At  Curacoa,  Havana,  Porto 
Rico,  &C-,  OUT  vessels,  captured  by  French  priva- 
teers, are  taken  io  and  sold,  and  sometimes  by  ves- 
sels uncommissioned.    It  also  appears,  by  docu- 
ments on  the  table,  that  the  judges  andaofiBcere 
who  condemn  Ihem,  are  concerned  in  the  vessels 
who  make  the  captures.    This  being  the  slate  of 
thin^,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  introduce  a 
section  of  this  kind  ;  for,  since  the  fourth  section 
agreed  to,  it  is  most  probable  that  all  (he  vessels 
which  heretofore  sailed  from  St.  Domingo  will  be 
driven  to  these  places.    It  would,  therefore,  be 


argument  that  these  islands  ate  obliged  by  treaty 
admit  French  prizes  into  their  ports,  there  ma^ 
..  a  treaty  between  France  and  Spain  of  ihla 
kind ;  but  if  these  prizes  are  taken  from  a  neutral 
Power  instead  of  an  enemy,  and  Spain  thus  be- 
comes leasued  with  France  against  us,  such  a 
treaty  ought  not  to  be  binding  upon  us.  He  could 
not  believe  that  Spain  had  entered  into  any  treaty 
which  would  countenance  such  a  practice.  We 
might  as  well  suppose  that  France  bad  entered 
into  a  treaty  with  Spain  to  receive  slolen  goods, 
or  to  make  their  ports  receptacles  of  pirates.  He 
did  not  mean  to  enlarge,  because  ^entlemeo  seem 
determined  to  0{>pose  every  principle  of  this  bill, 
and  he  believed  it  would  be  as  well  for  the  friends 
of  the  bill  to  let  these  gentlemen  have  their  talk 
to  themselves. 

Mr.  NicBOLAB  said,  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware did  not  understand  him.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  seems  to  have  understood 
him,  but  had  not  satisfied  him.  Mr.  N.  did  not 
mean  to  deny  that  we  have  the  right  to  intndict 
our  commerce  with  any  country  we  please ;  but, 
if  prior  to  our  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce 
with  Spain,  a  treaty  existed  between  France  and 
Spain,  in  which  the  right  was  reciprocally  allowed 
to  carry  prizes  into  each  other's  ports,  with  which 
we  were  acquainted  at  the  lime,  if  we,  because 
Spain  admits  of  these  prizes,  interdict  our  com- 
merce with  any  of  her  possessions,  we  violate  our 
treaty,  and  she  will  be  at  liberty  to  say  the 
treaty  shall  be  no  longer  binding.  This,  Mr.  N. 
said,  was  the  objection  in  his  mind  to  this  sec- 
tion, for  which  "he  did  not  think  himself  deserv- 
ing of  the  reproof  which  he  had  received.  As  to 
the  argument  that  no  harm  could  arise  from  giv- 
ing the  Presidenl  this  power,  it  was  sufficient  to 
answer,  that  when  power  is  given  it  is  expected 
to  be  exercised,  and  if  this  power  be  likely  to  rtin 
foul  upon  a  treaty,  it  ought  not  to  be  given. 

^t.  Gallatin  believed  it  impossible  to  mistake 
the  meaning  of  this  section.     It  is  extremely 

Slain,  and  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  is 
onbtless  right  in  endeavoring  to  make  this  a 
Krty  question,  in  order  to  prevent  its  rejection, 
cause  he  defied  that  gentleman  to  support 
the  prapheiy  of  the  aection  by  argument.    He, 
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therefore,  m&ke*  an  appeal  to  part;,  b;  saf  log  it 
will  be  best  to  leare  geailemen  to  their  own  con- 
versation. Mr.  Q.  believed  so  too,  because  it 
iroutd  be  impossible  for  Ibe  friends  of  ihla  sectioa 
to  answer  ibe  objections  brought  against  it. 
Bui  the  geDtleman  from  Massac busetta  com- 

Saias  that  every  secLJoo  of  this  bill  is  opposed, 
o  part  of  Ibis  bill,  said  Mr.  G.,  which  b  similar 
to  (be  law  as  it  now  stands  has  been  opposed,  but 
onljr  the  new  priociples  which  have  oeea  Inlro- 
dnced  ibto  it ;  and  could  it  be  expected  that  we 
ahould  tit  silently  to  see  a  section  (>ass  like  the 

Besent,  which  authorizes  the  Prestdent  of  the 
□  ited  States  to  interdict  allour  ioteicourae  with 
.  Spain  and  Holland,  without  saying  it  is  wrong  1 
Because  this  power  is  to  be  lodged  where  the  gen- 
tleman thinks  it  is  expedient  for  the  United  States 
it  ought  to  be  lodged,  are  we,  said  Mr.  O.,  to 
place  an  unlimited  confidence  ia  the  President  on 
ibe  subject  of  commerce,  which  the  Constitution 
has  exclusively  placed  in  our  hands]  .Could  it 
be  supposed  that  members  on  this  floor  who  re- 
present (he  western  countiea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Virginia,  and  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Teo- 
nesaee,  should  be  silent  when  a  provision  is  pro- 
posed to  the  House  which  might  go  to  prevent 
those  parts  of  the  country  from  exporting  a  bushel 
of  wheal  or  a  barrel  of  flour  7  This  could  not  be 
expected  i  for  his  own  part,  he  could  scarcely  be- 
liavehisown  eyes,  when  ne  read  thb  sectioa  ot 
the  bill. 

As  to  what  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
had  said  about  the  imprisonment  of  our  seamen, 
this  bill  has  no  relation  to  them.  This  section 
says  that  the  President  shall  have  power  to  sus- 
pend our  intercourse  with  all  those  places  in  which 
French  privateers  shall  be  built,  repaired,  dtc.  Is 
it  not  known,  said  Mr.  Q^  that  Spain  and  Hoi' 
land  are  parties  in'  the  present  war  against  Great 
Britain,  aod  that  therefore  their  possessions  in  the 
West  Indies  tind  elsewhere  must  receive  French 
privateers  and  suflTer  them  to  be  repaired]  Indeed, 
they  are  intafested  in  all  their  captures  of  British 
vessels  and  property ;  and  if,  unaer  the  pretence 
of  craising  against  the  British,  they  briu^  le  Ame- 
Ttcaa  vessels,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  ports 
of  Spain  aod  Holland  can  refuse  them  harbor.  It 
is  clear  that  every  port  of  the  p^essions  of  Spaia 
and  Holland  does  and  must  admit  French  priva- 
teers. Whilst  patties  in  the  war  they  can  in  no 
way  avoid  it ;  aad.  unless  we  mean  to  cnake  every 
nation  in  Europe  a  party  in  our  disputes  with 
France,  and  declare  war  against  them  as  joint  en- 
emies with  France,  we  ought  not  to  pass  a  clause 
like  the  present. 

Is  it,  asked  Mr,  G.,  contrary  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions to  suffer  the  vessels  'of  a  belligerent  Power 
to  be  built  in  a  neutral  port]  Certainly  not,  for 
we  admit  of  it  ourselves.  We  are  now  buildioK 
vessels  for  theDey  of  Algiers,  which  are  intended 
to  cruise  against  neutral  nations ;  and  how  dkn 
we,  therefore,  say  it  is  a  breach  of  the  law  of  na- 
tious?  [n  building  these  vessels,  we  do  not  sup- 
pose tliat  we  have  anything  to  do  with  their 
employmeuL  But  the  prohibition  is  still  more 
extraordiuary  when  it  is  extended  to  places  in 


which  French  piixes  are  periaitted  to  be  cob- 
demned  or  sold.  So  br  as  relates  to  eondemni- 
tion,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetls  seems  not 
to  understand  it.  Most  neutral  nations  hare  i4- 
mitted  of  a  conaolar  jurisdiction  by  France  with 
respect  to  the  sale  of  their  priies,  though  we  Lstc 
not.  They  are  considered  as  an  inferior  court  tt 
admiralty,  and  we  have  no  right  to  find  fault  with 
any  nation  for  admitting  of  (hem,  though  ve 
bave  not  chosen  to  do  so.  But  the  bill  does  uoi 
only  contemplate  cases  of  condemnation,  bui  alsd 
those  of  sale.  Did  not  we^said  Mr.  G.,  before  ilie 
British  Treaty,  suffer  the  French  to  bring  in  wi 
sell  their  prizes  in  our  poTtsI  It  is  true,  a  neu- 
tral nation  is  not  obliged  to  permit  the  sale  of  the 
prizes  of  belligerent  Powers;  it  is  a  ibin^  which 
they  may  do  or  not,  as  they  find  it  their  mterest; 
we  nave  done  it,  and  we  should  have  (bought  it 
very  extraordinary  if,  on  that  account,  GreitBtii- 
ain  should  have  said,  we  will  prohibit  all  iniei- 
course  with  you,  because  yon  permit  French  pcizn 
to  be  sold  in  your  ports. 

What  is  the  ground  iipoa  which  this  busiuasi 
is  taken]  There  is  oo  official  document  before  Uie 
House  i  it  is  true  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts has  read  a  memorial  to  show  that  the  Judges 
in  Curacoa  are  corrupt,  and  have  suffered  prizes 
to  be  sold  contrary  to  the  law  of  natiooi.  Bm 
what  is  the  natural  course  to  be  taken  in  such 
cases  ]  Certainly  for  our  Executive  to  negoiisie 
for  a  redress  of  grievances,  and  not  cut  off' at  one 
blow  our  intercourse,  without  waiting  for  any  re- 
presentation on  the  subject.  The  same  grouod  of 
complaint,  Mr.  O.  said,  had  existed  in  some  of  the 
British  West  India  islands.  Have  sentlemen  foi- 
gotten  what  was  done  at  Cape  Nichols  MokT 
And  did  we  think  it  right  at  that  time  to  saipcad 
our  commercial  intercourse  with  the  Btinshl 
No;  the  first  step  was  to  negotiate  with  the  Brit- 
ish Government. 

A  provision  like  the  present  is  extremely  ooveL 
I(  proposes  to  place  pn  unlimited  powei  in  'he 
hands  of  the  President  as  to  the  interdiction  of 
our  commerce.  The  gentleman  froift  Rhode  Isl- 
and says  we  have  notUng  to  fear  from  (hia.  I' 
so.  said  Mr.  G.,  Congress  might  as  well  piss  s  >aw 
for  the  President  to  do  whatever  he  thinks  proper 
with  respect  to  our  commerce.  Bat,  if  we  oiean 
to  preserve  peace  with  all  nations,  except  Fiance, 
we  ought  not  to  act  thus;  for  we  are  not  lo- 
ihorized  by  the  law  of  nations  in  a  conduct  of  ihis 
kind. 

Again:  with  respect  to  Holland,  we  hare  de- 
clared by  a  treaty  with  that  cduntry  that  ihey 
shall  be  eniitled  to  the  same  privileges  which  we 
grant  to  the  most  favored  nation.  We  cannot, 
therefore,  without  violating  that  treaty,  prevent 
vessds  from  Curacoa,  or  any  other  Dutch  posses- 
sion, from  coming  into  our  ports. 

Mr.  G.  wished,  however,  the  geoclemao  frMH 
Virginia  had  postponed  his  motion  until  ihe 
amendments  proposed  to  be  made  to  this  secUiwi 
had  been  adopted  or  rejected,  as  he  supposed  it 
would  be  necessary  to  retain  the  latter  part  of  tM 
section. 
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The  ^loestioa  od  tvnking  out  wan  put  and  ne- 
giiived— 48  (o  34. 

Mr.  S.  Shitr  then  moted  to  strike  out  ttie 
whole  of  the  proviso  of  the  nectioii.  The  niolioD 
was  carried — 45  tu  31. 

Mr  Gallatin  theo  moved  to  strike  out  the  re- 
mainder of  the  wction.  He  had  voted  against  the 
motioD  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  because 
he  thought  the  proviso  necessary ;  but  as  that  had 
bees  struck  out,  he  hoped  the  remaioder  would 
follow  it. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Ookiwr,  the  committee  rose 
and  bad  leave  to  sit  again. 

Fridit.  Jnuuary  S5. 
ALIEN  AHD  SEDITION  LAWB. 

Mr.  Havenb  presented  a  memorial  from  the  in- 
hatiiiuis  of  the  county  of  Suffolk.  &c.,  in  the 
Slate  of  New  York,  expressing  their  alarm  on  ac- 
eoant  of  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  passed  ai  the 
hit  lewioa,  wrbieh  they  consider  as  iaconsistent 
both  with  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  Constitution, 
ud  pray  for  a  repeal  thereof.  Referred  to  a  Coro- 
nittee  of  the  Whole  House — 43  votes  to  37. 
INTERC0UK8E  WITH  FHANCE. 

The  Honse  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  tuither  to  suapend  our  eommer- 
eial  iatereourae  with  France,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
G11.1.AT111  to  strike  out  the  remainder  of  the  Sfih 
Mttion  beiag  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Sewxll  said,  he  bad  heard  no  reason  niven 
for  the  striking  out  of  this  section  which  had  any 
weight  upop  his  mind.  Il  is  no  more  than  the 
eiereise  of  a  rigbi  which  every  commercial  conn' 
try  po«Msaes  orregulating  it*  commerce  in  such  a 
munei  as  appears  to  be  for  their  interest.  It  is 
an  iotertial,  and  not  an  exteroil  regulation,  which 
does  not  affect  any  other  country,  except  inci- 
deouJIy.  The  countries  alluded  to  have  regu- 
lated their  commerce  in  the  most  atbiirary  man- 
ner with  respect  to  tu ;  when  they  choose  to  re- 
ceive our  flour  and  salt  provisions,  they  say  so, 
hot  this  is  only  when  it  suits  their  convenience. 
Nor  is  this  ever  considered  by  ni  as  a  cause  of  of- 
fcKe;  00  the  contrary,  we  have  always  eooaider- 
td  Donelves  as  bound  to  submit  to  them. 

This  be  thooghta  sufficient  argument  against 
all  that  had  been  said  as  to  this  regulation  being  a 
caoie  of  offence. 

Mr.  &  would,  however,  if  he  were  not  prevent- 
^  ^J  the  preaent  motion,  move  to  exclude  the 
cases  of  building,  repairing  or  equipping  of  ves- 
wis  iti  the  porta  described  in  this  section.  These, 
he  thought,  ought  not  to  be  conaidered  as  causes  of 
offence.  Besides,  in  such  cases,  it  would  be  found 
impoiNble  to  execute  tbe  law,  as  it  wonld  be 
impunUe  to  ascertain  for  what  parpose  ves- 
sels are  boilding.  The  law  would,  therefore,  be 
constantly  evaded ;  but  there  is  a  case  which 
ought  to  be  considered  ai  offensive  to  us,  and 
which  ought  to  be  preveoted.  He  meant  the  re- 
filling of  vessels  captured  by  French  privateers. 
ID  Spanish  and  Dutch  ports,  which  is  not  allowed 
by  iM  law  of  nations ;  and  if  auch  practices  are 
5th  Con.— 89 


sanctioned  by  treaty,  it  isa  treaty  injurioas  to  us; 
and  the  party  baring  made  it,  must  lake  their 
choice,  whether  they  will  abide  by  such  stipula- 
tions, and  lose  our  coiaraerce,  or  give  up  their 
treaty,  and  accept  of  our  trade. 

Mr.  S.  believed,  if  practices  of  the  kind  he  had 
mentioned  were  prevented,  the  others  would  also 
cease,  as  if  the  French  were  not  allowed  la  re&l 
their  prizes,  they  would  not  carry  tbem  into  those 

Mr.  8.  SMtTa  said,  he  meant  to  have  risen  for 
the  purpose  of  proposing  an  amendment  of  the 
kind  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetla 
had  mentioned ;  and  he  trusted  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  woulJ  have  the  candor  to 
withdraw  his  motion  for  the  purpose  of  admitting 
ihi.t  amendnienl,  as  he  might  afterwardii  move  to 
strike  out  the  section,  if  he  did  not  like  it.  Thai 
gentleman  seemed  to  found  his  princiital  objec- 
tion to  this  section  on  its  possibly  affecting  New 
Orleans ;  but  wjien  he  recollected  that  tlul  port 
could  never  become  a  resort  for  privateers,  as  they 
could  not,  with  any  sort  of  convenience,  get  up  to 
it,  he  hoped  his  objection  10  the  section  on  this 
account  would  be  done  away.  This  law  would 
principally  apply  to  the  ports  of  the  Havaanah, 
which  are  easy  of  access,  and  which  are  coo- 
stantly  used  as  harbors  for  privateers  which  de- 
stroy our  commerce.  Boats,  said  he,  lie  under 
the  Moro  Castle,  and  when  our  vessels  pass  by, 
they  row  out  and  carry  them  io,  and  frequently 
proceed  to  sell  them  without  trial,  since  the  issue 
of  a  trial  under  the  Ch>vemmeDt  of  Hedouville 

as  not  quite  so  certain,  as  it  was  under  Santho- 

IX.    Mr.  S.  said  he  had  himself  suffered  in  this 

ay,  one  of  his  vessels  having  been  carried  in 

id  sold  without  trial. 

The  question  for  striking  out  the  section  woa 
put  and  negatived — 49  to  28. 

Mr.  Sgw4LL  then  moved  an  amendment,  which 
being  adopted,  left  the  ,«eciion  to  read  as  follows ; 

"That  it  shall  be  lawfUl  for  the  Preudent  of  tba 
United  States,  if  he  ibsll  judge  it  expedient  and  for  the 
interest  of  the  United  Sutei,  to  issue  a  prodamation 
for  suspending  and  probibitiag  all  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  United  Stales  and  any  port  or  pUoe 
in  tbe  West  Indies  or  elsewhere,  to  which  •hip*  or 
rtmtlM  of  die  United  Suies,  captnred  by  ships  of  war 
or  privateers,  sailing  under  the  ■uthority.  or  color  of 
anUority  &om  the  Frencb  Republic,  ihall  be  allowed  M 
be  sent  or  carried  in,  and  to  be  then  condeBUmd  or 
•old.  And  it  shall  also  be  Uwliil  for  the  Prendaat  oT 
United  Stale*  to  revoke  any  audi  prodamatifm 
whenever,  in  his  opinion,  the  public  intareat  may  re- 
quire the  aame." 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  EooLEeroN,  Mr.  Sewall 
proposed  the  following  amendment,  to  ba  intro- 
duced after  the  words  "  condemned  or  sold,"  in 
the  above  section,  which  was  agreed  to. 

"  And  such  piocUmatioa  shsll  be  eBectaal  to  pre- 
vent the  departure  of  sny  vessel  which  shall  not  con- 
fimn  thereto,  after  notice  ha*  been  given  afthe  same  at 
tht  ofRce  of  the  coUecton  of  the  several  districts  of  tbe 
United  States;  and  from  and  aAer  the  eipiratioB  «f 
two  months,  or  any  longer  time  whidi  shall  be  thanin 
eipreased,  it  shall  be  eSectnal  to  prevent  tbe  entry  of 
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•sf  Tewel  comiiiK  Itwii  anj  port  or  pl>M  widi  whidi 
the  commercul  intereoune  ^lll  b«  Ihereb;  prohibited." 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through, 

Mr.  Egblebtoh  reoewed  the  motioD  which  he 
yealerdHV  moved,  at  ■  time  when  it  could  not  be 
sdmittea,  proposing  that  aeuirsl  vessels  might  be 
hired  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  our  commerce. 
It  was  aegarived  21  voles  only  being  for  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.   S.  Smith,  the  limitation 
clause  was  amended,  so  a.s  lo  confine  the  operation 
of  this  law  to  the  3d  of  March,  18O0. 
.  The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  took 
up  the  amendments  which  had  been  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Nicholas  renewed  his  motion  to  strike  out 
the  whole  of  the  fil^h  section,  and  called  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  it. 

Mr.  3.  Smith  compiained  of  this  motion,  as 
placing  members  in  an  awkward  situation.  He 
was  against  the  section  as  it  originally  stood,  hut 
in  favor  of  it  as  amended- 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  there  could  be  no  kind  of 
inconvenience  in  taking  the  aneition  in  this  way. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Ma;ylaDd  '\t  satisfied  with 
the  section  as  proposed  to  be  amended,  he  will,  of 
course,  vote  against  the  motion  to  sirike  it  out. 
Mr.  G.  said  he  meant  to  vote  in  favor  of  striking 
out  (he  section,  because  he  did  not  approve  of  it 
a«  amended.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  no  breach  of 
the  law  of  nations  to  allow  the  sale  of  prizes  with- 
in neutral  porta.  Gentlemen  have  said,  we  may 
limitourcommercioliniercourseasweplease.  This, 
heallowed.mtght  be  done,  where  treatiesare  not  in 
the  way  ;  but  in  relairon  to  Holland,  we  are  bound 
by  treaty  to  receive  (hem  upon  the  same  terms 
with  the  most  favored  nation  ;  we  have  therefore 
no  right  to  interdict  our  commerce  with  that  na- 
tion, except  they  commit  some  act  either  contrary 
to  the  stipulations  of  our  treaty,  or  in  breach  of 
the  law  of  nations.  But,  for  permitting  American 
vessels  to  be  sold  in  their  porta,  we  Tiave  not  a 
right  lo  break  our  treaty  with  them ;  and  though 
the  Spanish  and  Dutch  islands  in  the  West  fn- 
dies,  00  receive  or  restrain  our  commerce  at  their 
wilt,  they  only  act  towards  us  as  they  act  towards 
other  nations.  But  this  bill  does  not  apply  to  the 
West  Indies  alone;  it  will  apply  to  Amsterdam 
as  well  as  Curacoa  ;  and  if  any  vessel  of  ours  be 
aold  as  a  prize  at  Amsterdam,  the  President  will 
be  authorized  to  interdict  our  commerce  to  Am- 
sterdam. If,  said  Mr.  Q..  we  are  to  go  to  war  with 
France,  he  saw  no  reason  why  we  should  break 
out  treaty  with  Holland,  because  they  do  an  act 
which  is  not  a  breach  of  the  law  of  nations.  Till 
the  British  Treaty,  we  had  permitted  British  prizes 
to  be  sold  in  our  pons,  and  we  had,  by  the  Uw  of 
mttioDs,a  right  lo  doit  or  not;  and  Holland  has 
the  same  right  vrith  respect  to  French  prizes. 
Mr.  G.  agreed  ii  would  be  for  our  interest  that  our 
Tessels  should  not  be  sold  as  prizes  in  the  ports  of 
Holland;  but  it  cannot  be  allowable  to  say,  be- 
cause this  is  the  case,  we  will  break  our  treaty 
with  that  nation.  No  nation  ever  yet  complained 
dT  a  practice  of  this  kind.  If  ihis  bill  had  only 
relation  to  those  Dutch  and  Spanish  ports  in  the 
West  Indies,  which  receive,  or  refuse  to  receive. 


our  commerce,  at  their  pleaaare,  he  would  not 
have  objected  to  iL 

The  port  of  New  Orleans,  Mr.  O.  said,  would 
be  included  within  the  operation  of  this  bill.  That 
port  is  in  a  peculiar  situation,  as,  by  our  treaty 
with  Spain,  it  is  in  fact  rendered  an  American 
port,  to  or  from  which  we  cannot  be  admitted  or 
expelled  at  pleasure.  The  Spaniards  have  agreed 
to  give  it  to  us  for  a  number  of  years  ;  and  if,  a.t 
the  end  ot  that  period  they  do  not  choose  to  con- 
tinue to  us  that  port,  they  engage  to  give  us  anoth- 
er, equally  well  suited  for  onr  purpose ;  and  to 
give  the  President  the  power  to  suspend  the  in- 
tercourse of  the  Western  country  with  New  Or- 
leans, would  be  much  the  same  thing  as  lo  give 
him  power  to  suspend  the  intercourse  between 
Albany  and  New  York ;  because  New  Orleans  is 
to  Pittsburg,  what  New  York  is  to  Albany. 

Mr.  G.  would  be  glad  if  the  operation  of  tbe 
bill  could  be  confined  to  ports  in  the  West  Indies  ; 
because,  since  they  only  receive  our  vessels  wben 
they  please,  there  would  be  some  justice,  and  ire 
hare  a  right  to  do  it,  in  making  this  regulation 
with  respect  to  them.    But  he  did  not  wish  (be 

Erovision  to  extend  to  Europe,  since  it  is  well 
nown  that  the  Governments  of  Spain  and  Hal- 
land  are  well  disposed  towards  (bis  country. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  said  it  was  perfectly  absurd  to 
suppose  that  New  Orleans  could  ever  be  affected 
by  this  clause,  since  it  never  could  become  a  place 
for  the  resort  of  privateers.  Privateers,  he  said. 
might  as  well  be  carried  up  to  Pittsburg,  as  Ne-w 
Orfeans. 

Mr.  W.  Claibobne  said,  he  did  not  believe 
that  tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smitb) 
was  acctirately  informed  is  to  the  situation  of 
New  Orleans.  Mr.  C.  bad  no  personal  knowl- 
edge of  that  port,  but  a  reputable  character  had 
told  him,  that  it  was  accessible  to  privateers,  and 
that  several  prizes  had  been  brought  there,  during 
the  last  Summer,  bat  be  did  not  suppose,  that  the 
practice  would  be  pursued. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  was  in  favor  of  striking  out  the 
section.  He  saw  no  necessity  for  ceding  to  the 
President  such  general  powers;  on  the  contrary, 
the  cession  appeared  to  nim  highly  improper.  If 
the  clause  was  retained,  the  President  might,  by  a 
single  dash  of  his  pen,  destrov  tbe  commerce  of 
the  Western  country  ;  and  this  interest.  Mr.  C. 
said,  he  was  too  tenacious  of  to  consent  to  iran*^ 
fer  a  power  of  this  kind  to  any  Executive.  Tha 
river  Mississippi  was  the  only  commercial  roaj 
now  opened  to  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  aoj 
through  the  dominions  of  Spain  their  exports  werj 
necessitated  to  pass.  If  the  President  then  shouij 
forbid  an  intercourse  with  the  Spanish  porta  o4 
the  Mississippi,  the  surplus  produce  of  tne  WesH 
ern  farmers  would  remain  on  their  hands,  and  th^ 
rising  prosperity  of  the  Western  States  greatli| 
checked.  Mr.  C.  said  he  might  be  told  that  froqi 
the  great  discernmeni,  prudence,  and  patriotism  <A 
the  President,  an  improper  use  of  power  need  noj 
be  apprehended  ;  but  be  was  of  opinion  that  | 
power  improper  to  be  exercised,  ought  not  to  bf 
conceded  ;  and  surely  no  gentleman  will  conteoj 
that  an  intercourse  with  Spain  should  at  thistimj 
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be suipended.  Hoir  Tar  lliisclauae  ma;  affect  the 
cornmerce  of  the  Atlantic  Siatn,  he  was  not  nuffi- 
eientljr  infonaed  anihesubjeci  to  hazard  ao  opin- 
ioD.  It  appeared  to  faim,  however,  thai  the  Ame- 
rican trade  was  already  >ufficienlty  shackled.  Mr. 
C.  could  not  approbate  the  practice  of  coocediag 
90  mach  to  Execulire  discretion.  Of  the  motivet 
(^  the  Presideat  he  had  no  dauhl.  He  btlieved 
them  to  be  strictlf  nrtuous.  But  the  Presideol, 
from  the  nature  of  things,  must  frequeotly  act 
upon  the  infomaiion  of  others,  whicn,  in  luisdi- 
lecting  his  judgment,  might  injure  the  public  in- 
teretl. 

[T  there  ate  any  neutnl  poru  to  which  our  com- 
merce should  be  prohibited,  let  geoilemeQ  name 
the  placeit,  and  if  their  rea»ODs  for  a  suspension  of 
oor  intercourse  with  such  places  were  nood.  no 
doubt  bol  their  wish  would  oe  abtsiiied.  But  Mr. 
C.was  unwilling  lo  throw  all  the  responsibility 
npon  this  hemd,  upon  the  President,  where  duties, 
cares,  and   responsibility,  are  already  sufficiently 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  the 
motion  oegatiTed— 53  to  36,  as  follows : 

Tua— Abraham  Bildnin,  David  Bud,  Thos.  Blount, 
Xobot  Brown,  Samusl  J.  CsbeU,  TbomH  Claiborne, 
WUltuB  CharUa  Cula  ClaiboriM,  M«Uhe*  Clay,  Joha 
Cloftoa,  John  Dawson,  Jowph  Esgleaton,  Lucas  El- 
acDdnrt  William  Pindlaj,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gil- 
It^ii^  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Cirter  B  Harri- 
«n,  JoDatban  N.  Hbtsih,  JoMph  Haister,  David  HolnMS, 
Wtlter  Janes,  Edwanl  Livingrton,  Matdiew  Loeka, 
NiUluid  Maiioa,  Josepli  McDowell,  Anthony  New, 
John  MdioUa,  Toaifoa  J.  BUnner,  William  Smith, 
Richird  BprifB,  Abran  Trtfg,  John  Trigg.  Joseph  B. 
Vuiram,  Abraham  VenabU,  and  Robert  WiUianai, 

N'is--John  Allen,  {leorge  Ban,  jr,  Bailey  Bait- 
IM,  Jcoathan  Biwee,  David  BroiAa,  Stepbm  Bullock, 


L'hnupfaar  Q.  Cluinplin,  John  Chapman,  Jamea  Coch- 
nui,  WiUtBoi  Oraik,  Jidto  Dennis.  Oeom  Dent,  Wil- 
liam Edmood,  Tham**  Etios,  Aluel  I^mUt,  Dwi^t 
PoMer,  Jonathan  Pneman,  Henry  Olen,  Chaunoey 
Ooodiicfa,  William  Gmdon,  Boro  Orkwold,  William 
Banj  Gmra,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Thomai  Hart- 
Ln,  Williaa  Hiudmaa,  Heiekiah  L.  Hoamoi,  James 
H.  Inlay,  J<^  Wilkes  Kiltera,  Semoel  Lynmn,  Jamea 
Ktchir.  WUiam  .Matthews,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  E. 
Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otia,  laaM  Parker,  Jenah  Parker, 
Imims  Finding,  John  Read,  John  Rutbdga,  jr., 
luius  SeJnuemaii.  Samuel  Sewall,  William  ahapwd, 
T^iai  Binmekaon,  Samuel  Binilh,  Richard  DobtM 
Spaigfal,  Pileg  Sprague,  Oewge  Thatcher,  Richard  Tho. 
■nu,  Hut  Thomson,  Thomaa  TillinghMt,  Paleg  Wada- 
"onh,  Robert  Wain,  and  John  WiUiami. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
menu  to  the  fifth  section,  on  which  Mr.  S.  Smith 
called  the  yeaa  and  nays.  The  question  was  car- 
ried-S7to  1,  as  follows: 

^t>»— John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Abraham  Bald 
*^.  BtTid  Baird,  Bailey  BarUett,  Tbonaa  Bloout,  Jon- 
'^n  Bnca,  David  Brooks,  Roben  Brown,  Stephen 
Bollock,  BantMl  J.  Uabril,  ChriatofriMr  O.  Chuaplin, 
John  Chspmau,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Chailet 
Cole  Cltibone,  HdHisw  Clay,  John  Clapton,  Jamei 
Codiru,  WillMin  Craik.  John  Dawson,  WUliam  Ed 
Bftnd,  Jaaapti  EgglMon,  LBcaa  Elmendorf;  Thomaa 
Erui,  WUIiMn  Pladley.  AbW  Feaur,  Dwjghi  Poster, 


Jenathan  Preeman,  Albert  Galladn,  Jamea  OiBss^, 
Henry  Olen,  Channcey  Ooodrieh,  William  Gordon, 
Andrew  Oiegg,  Roger  Qqawold,  William  Btrry  Grave, 
John  A.  Hanna,  RobeR  Qoadloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Har- 
rison,  "niomaa  Hartley,  Jonadian  N.  Havens,  Joseph 
Heister,  WaHam  HindnMn,  David  Holmes,  Heiekidi 
L.  Hosmcr,  Jamea  H.Imlay,  Walter  Jones,  John  Wilkea 
Kiltera,  Edward  Livingston,  Matthew  Locke,  Samuel 
Lyman,  Jamas  Machir,  Naltuniel  Maeon,  William  Mat- 
Aews,  Joseph  MeDowell,  Daniel  Morgan,  Ijewis  R. 
Morris,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholaa,  Harrisoa  O, 
Otis,  law  Parker,  Joaiah  Parker,  Thomas  Pinckney, 
JcAn  Reed,  John  Rudedf^ir.,  Jamea  Schnreman,  )?am> 
net  Sewall,  William  Shspard,  Thos.  SinDickson.  Tomp- 
sM  J.  Skinner,  Samnel  SnMi,  William  Smith,  ffieh- 
aid  Dobba  Speight,  Peleg  Bpragns^  Ridiard  Sprigg, 
OoOTge  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomaa,  Mark  Tbolnson, 
Thomas  I^lhngbsst,  A  bram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Joacfih 
B.  Vamnm,  Abraham  Venable,  Peleg  Wadsnorth,  Ro- 
bert Wain.  John  Williama,  and  Robert  Williams. 
Nat — George  Dent. 

The  amendment  reported  from  the  Committee 

of  the  Whole  House  to  the  tenth  aection,  toairile 

It  the  words  ''for  and  durios  the  space  of  one 

•ar,  and  from  thence  until  the  end  of  the  next 

ssion  of  Gongren,"  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  insert, 

intil   the  third   day  of  March,  in   the  year  one 

thousand  eight  hundred,"  was  agreed  to — yeas  57, 

nays  32,  as  follows  : 

Yw— AbrabamBaldwin,  David  Bard,  Tboa.  Blount, 
Robert  Brown,  Samoel  J.  Cabell,  JtAxa  Chapman,  Tho- 
maa Claiborne,  William  ChailM  Cele  Claiborne.  Mat- 
thew Clay,  John  Cloptcm,  WlUiain  Craik,  Jdui  Dawioa. 
Jirfin  Daonia,  Oeoife  Pant,  Joseph  Egglsston,  Limm 
Elmendorl^  William  Pindl^,  Joualhan  Preeman,  Al> 
bert  Gallatin,  Jamas  GiUaspia.  AiJrew  GrcR,  Willau 


ter,  David  Holmes,  Hei^iah  L.  Hoamer,  Jaeiea  H. 
Imlay,  Walter  Jones.  Edward  Livingston,  Matthew 
Locke,  Jamea  Mschir,  Nathaniel  Macon,  WiUiam  Mat- 
thews, Jose^  McDowell,  Anthony  New,  John  Niefao- 
las,  Isaac  Parker,  Jeriah  PaAer,  Tbonaa  Pinckney, 
John  Reed,  Tompaon  J.  Skinner,  Samoel  Smilb,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Richard  Dobba  Speight,  Rjchwd  Sprigg^ 
Richard  Thomas,  Mark  TbomaoQ,  Thomaa  "nilini^iaat, 
Atnam  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Joaaph  B.  Vamnm,  Abra- 
ham Tenable,   Robert  Wain,  anit  Robert  Williama. 

NxTa— Jiriin  ADen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bartlett, 
Jonathan  Brwje,  David  Brodu^  St^ben  Bullock,  Chria- 
topher  G.  ChempUn,  Jamaa  Cochran,  William  Ed- 
mrnid,  Thoama  Evana,  AbM  Foaltr,  Dwigfal  Poatar, 
Henry  Glan,  Channeey  Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Ro- 
ger OriswoU,  ThnaiM  Hartley,  WilliMn  Hindman,  SfUm 
Wilkes  KHtm,  Samoat  Lyniao,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewia 
R.  Mortis,  Harrisoa  O.  OtM,  JcJui  Rotladge,  jr.,  Jamea 
Schnrsman,  SamDel  Bewail,  William  Shepud,  Thomaa 


I  to  prevent 

this  law  operatin?  to  suspend  the  commerce  of  the 
Western  country  by  the  Mississippi.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken,  and  the  motion  was  carried — 55 
to  34.  as  follow!, : 

Yiia — John  Allen,  George  Baer,jr.,  Abraham  Bald- 
win, David  Bard,  Bailey  Bartlett,  Thomu  Blount,  Jon- 
athan Brace,  Rohert  Brown,  St^hen  Bollock,  Bamuel 
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FindJey,  Jonathan  Fieeman,  Albeit  GallBtia,  Jeme* 
Uilleapii,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  HanDa,  Carter  B. 
HairiaoD,  Jonathan  N.  Haven*,  Joaeph  Heiiter,  David 
Holinea,  Walter  Jonaa,  Edward  Livingaton,  Matthew 
Locke,  Jamea  Madur,  Nathaniel  Macon,  WilUam  Mat- 


Nati — David  Broolu,  Chrwlopher  G.  ChampUn, 
Jamea  Cochran,  William  Craik,  William  Edmond, 
Abiel  Foaler,  Dwight  Fwtei,  Henry  Glen,  Chauneej 
Goodrich,  Wjlliain  Gordon,  Roger  Griiwold,  Williaoi 
B.  OroTe,  Robert  O.  Hanier.  Tbomu  Hartlej,  William 
Hindman,  Heiekiah  L.  Hoamn,  James  H.  Imlaj,  John 
W.  KitMn,  Bamud  LTman,  Lewii  R.  Mania,  Haniaon 
G.  Otia,  laaae  Paricei,  John  Rutledge, ji,  Jamea  Scbare- 
man,  Samuel  Bewail,  Williuu  Shervrd,  Thomaa  Sin- 
niekMD,  Peleg  Spragne,  Gaorfe  ThalclMr,  Ricbaid 
Thomaa,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  Pateg  Wadaworth,  Ko- 
bart  Wain,  and  John  William*. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  »sid,  ia  order  to  meet  the  wishei 
of  the  gentleman  from  Peniisytvania,  he  would 
move  the  rollowin^  words,  viz :  '*  On  the  coati- 
neni  of  Aioeiica."  so  as  to  exclude  the  opeiuttoo 
of  this  act  front  European  porii. 

The  motion  wa*  Degatived— 45  to  41.  aod  theo 
ttie  bill  was  ordered  to  be  eDgroraed  for  a  third 
KBdiog. 

MoND&y.  January  38. 

Mr.  HjtRPER.from  the  Committee  ofWays  and 

Means,  reported  a  bill  making  ap propria? ioiui  for 

the  support  of  Government  for  the  yeai   1799; 

which  was  twice  rvad  and  committed. 

INTEHC0UB8B  WHW  FRANCE. 
The  bill  further  suspending  our  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  France  and  her  dependencies,  and 
for  other  purpo^eii,  having  been  read  the  third 


Mr.  Allen  moved  for  a  recommiimeDt  of  the 
bill,  in  order  io  b^ve  ezpunKed  a  proviso  intro- 
duced by  the  member  from  TenneiBre,  excluding 
the  port  of  New  Orleans  from  its  opeiatioo.  He 
■iBied  his  reason  to  be,  that  he  did  not  believe 
that  was  likely  lo  be  a  rendezvoua  for  Preach  pri- 
vateers; but  that,  if  it  should  be.  it  ought  to  be 
liable  to  the  same  restrictions  with  other  ports  ; 
aod,  if  it  wa*  not  likel]^  to  become  a  harbor  of  pri- 
vateers, to  insert  a  proviso  of  this  kind,  was  to  show 
a  distrust  that  the  Prwidett  would  not  exercise 
the  power  given  to  him  for  the  interest  of  the 
United  Stales. 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  OTra,  and 
opposed  by  Me&5r5.yi:NABt.B,NiCH0LA8,S.8MiTB, 
W.  Claibobne,  and  Harper.  It  was  negatived, 
theyeas  and  nnys  being  taken— 74  to  18. 

The  question  on  the  passing  of  the  bill  was 
then  taken,  and  stood,  yeas55,  nays  37.  ai  follovn: 


George  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomai  Evsna,  Abiel 
Foater,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonslhan  Freeman,  Nathaniel 
Freeman,  jun.,  Heniy  Glen,  Chaimcey  Goodrich,  Roger 
Griswold,  WiUiam  Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Har- 


Lyman,  Jame*  Machii,  William  Matthews,  Daniel  Mor^ 
gan,  Harrison  G.  Otia,  Isaac  Parker,  Joaiah  Parker, 
Thomas  Finckney,  John  Reed,  John  Rutlodge,  jun.. 
Jams*  Sdmreman,  Samuel  Bewail,  William  Sbepard, 
Tbomaa  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Dobbc 
Spaight,  Pdag  Spragoe,  OMrgs  Thatcher,  Maik  Thom- 
son, Thoma*  TiUingbast,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  Fel<« 
Wadsworth,  Robert  Wain,  John  WiUiama,  and  Robert 
Williama. 

Nits— AbrahsiQ  Baldwin,  David  Baid,  Thoa.  Blount, 
Richard  Brent,  Robert  Brown,  Samuel  J.  Cabell,  Tho- 
maa Claiborne,  William  C.  C.  Chubome,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Clopton,  Thomas  T.  Davi*,  John  Dawaon,  Jo- 
Mifh  Eggleiton,  Lucat  Ebnendoif,  William  FindJey, 
Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  John 
A.  Hanns,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jaoathan  N.  Havens, 
Joaeph  Heialar,  David  Hohnei,  Walter  Jonea,  Edward 
Livingston,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Antho- 
ny New,  John  Nicholas,  Tompeon  J.  Skinner,  William 
Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  Abnm  Trigg,  John  Trigg, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Tarnnm,  and  Abra- 
ham Venable. 

INCREASE  UF  SALARIES. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  then  called  up  the  resolution 
which  he  had  laid  upon  the  ubie  some  days  ago, 
directing  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  augnienting  the 
salaries  of  the  officers  in  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment of  the  Glovernmeni ;  and  being  agreed  to  be 
taken  up,  the  question  on  the  reference  was  taken 
by  yea^  and  nays,  and  carried — 53  to  33. 
MARINE  CORPS. 

Mr.H«HPBR submitted  thefollowiugreioluiion: 

"  Saoktd,  That  the  Navy  Committee  be  instructed 
to  inquire  and  report,  by  bill  or  otherwiaa,  whether,  ae- 
cordingto  the  existing  regalatiansoftheNaT^,  anyand 
what  augmentations  are  neceaaaryin  the  Maiuie  Corps, 
as  now  established  by  law." 

Mr.  H.  said  the  Committee  of  Ways  Aid  Means 
had  been  informed  that  the  Navy  Esublishmeat 
requires  a  greater  number  of  marines  than  the 
present  law  provides ;  and,  before  they  can  be 
appropriated  for,  it  will  be  liecesfary  to  pass  a  law 
making  the  augmentation. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

QUARANTINE  LAWa 
On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Smith,  the  House  went  , 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  re- 
specting quarantines  and   health   laws,  Mr.  R<^^  ; 
LEDGE  in  the  Chair. 
The  bill  was  read  as  follows:  : 

Sic.  1.  Bt  it  enaeted,  irt-  That  (he  quarantines  and  I 
other  i«*trainta  which  shall  be  required  and  eataUisMd  , 
by  the  health  laws  of  anj  State,  or  pnrsnant  Ihersto,  { 
laqneting  any  vtaaels  arriving  in,  or  bound  to,  any  , 
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■htU  be  dulj  obserred  b;  the  colleclan,  and  tit  other 
«AeeT*  of  tbe  rermua  of  tbe  United  lJUt«,  appointed 
and  eafdoysd  far  tbe  MV«»1  collw tion  dictricta  of  luch 
Stale  reap«cti*clj,  and  by  the  maatera  and  crew*  of  the 
■arenl  Terraua   mttera,  and   by  the  ~ 


dull  be,  and  they  herabj  are,  authoriied  and  required 
fuHtbdij  to  aid  in  Ihe  eiecution  of  auch  qaaranlinea 
tai  health  lawa,  according  to  their  respeetiTe  ponen 
and  precineta,  and  a*  tbejr  riiall  be  directed  troia  time 
to  lilne  by  the  Bacretary  of  the  Trearary  of  the  United 
Blalei.  And  the  aaid  Secretary  ahall  be,  and  he  ta 
hinby  lathorized,  when  a  conformity  to  aneh  qnaran- 
linn  and  health  hwa  ahall  require  it,  and  in  reapect  to 
Tmeh  which  thall  be  anbject  thereto,  to  prolong  the 
tnma  limited  <br  tbe  entry  of  Ihe  same,  and  the  report 
or  entry  of  their  eargoea,  and  to  vary  or  ditpenie  with 
aiy  ottier  regutationa  applicable  to  aach  report*  or  en- 
tria.  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  ifaall  enable  any 
Bcite  to  collect  a  dnty  of  tonnage  or  impost,  without 
the  content  of  the  Congrata  of  the  United  8latea  there- 
to :  Ajid  piwided.  That  no  part  of  tbe  cargo  of  any 
matl  ahall,  in  any  caae,  be  taken  out,  or  unladen  there- 
bom,  otberwiMi  um  »  by  law  it  allowed,  or  accord* 
iagto  Ae  regulationa  hereinafter  eatabUahi  ' 


81C.I.  Aru^bt  U  further  enacted.  That  when,  by 
Ihe  beallh  lawa  of  any  State,  or  by  the  reguUtiona 
which  ahall  be  made  punuant  thereto,  any  Teuel  arrir- 
ing  within  a  collection  diitrict  of  tuch  Slate,  ihall  be 
pi^bited  from  coming  to  the  port  of  entry  or  delivery 
bj  law  ettablithed  for  tuch  diatriet,  and  it  ahall  be  re- 
quired or  permitted  by  auch  health  lawa,  that  the  cargo 
ti  rach  *eaaet  ahail  or  may  be  unladen  at  aome  other 
place  within  or  near  to  tuch  diatriet,  the  collector  anthor- 
sed  therein,  after  dne  report  to  him  of  tbe  whole  of 
of  agcb  cargo,  may  grant  hit  eapecial  watrant  or  per- 
mit (iir  tbe  unlading  and  diacharge  thereof  under  the 
care  nf  the  aurreyar,  or  of  one  or  more  inapectora,  at 
aoDie  other  place  where  aueb  health  lawa  ahall  permit, 
and  upon  the  conditioiiB  and  reatrictiooa  which  ahall  be 
directed  by  Ihe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treaaary,  or  which 
nKbeoOector  may, for  tbe  time,  reaaonably  judge  en>e- 
dienl  for  tbe  aecnrity  at  the  public  rereaue :  PromJtd, 
That  in  eiety  auch  caae,  alt  the  articlea  of  the  cargo  *o 
to  be  imlBden,  ahall  be  depoaited.at  the  riak  of  the  par- 
liea  concerned  therein,  in  audi  public,  or  other  ware- 
hiKuei  or  endoaania,  at  tbe  collector  ahall  deaignale, 
tbere  I0  hmain  under  Ihe  joint  cottody  of  auch  col- 
kclDc,  and  of  tbe  owner  or  ownera,  or  maater,  or  other 
penoD  baring  charge  of  auch  TSaael,  until  the  tame 
~^~"  '        ~*rely  unladen  or  diacharged  ;  and  until  the 


'.  and  when  auch  remoral  may  be  allowed,  the 
collector  ba*iiig  charge  of  aucb  goods,  ware*,  or  mei^ 
<^aadiae.  Bay  grant  paiBlita  to  the  reapectite  ownera 
"  ctoMgDMa,  tbeir  faeton  or  agenU,  to  receire  all 
goodi,  wirea,  or  mnvhandite,  which  abaM  be  entered, 
ud  wtereof  the  dutiet  accruing  ahall  be  paid  or  ae- 
•■wd.  tfoitding  to  law,  upon  the  payment  by  them  of 
•  raMnable  rate  of  atorage,  which  ahall  be  filed  by 
Ae  Seoiriwy  of  the  Tieatuiyfor  all  pajdic  warebonaea 

3.  And  be  it  furtfur  tnacttd.  That  there  ahall 

■■-'— d  or  erected,  under  Ihe  ordera  and  with  Ihe 

of  the  Pnaident  of  the  United  Sutea,nitu 


able  nareboucei,  with  wharrea  and  encloaurea,  where 
gooda  and  merchandite  may  be  unladen  and  depoaited, 
Irnm  any  Tetael  which  ahall  be  lubject  to  a  quarantine, 
or  other  leatraint,  imranant  to  the  health  lawa  of  any 
State  at  afbreaaid,  at  auch  comrenient  place  or  place* 
therein,  a*  the  aafaty  of  the  public  revmna,  and  Ihe 
obaervance  of  aui^  health  lawa  may  require.  ProBided, 
That  the  aitea  of  aU  auch  warehoaaaa  and  wharrea, 
with  audi  other  adjoining  landa  aa  may  be  ueceaaaiy 
for  the  public  utea  hereby  anthiHiied,  riudl  be  ceded 
to  the  UnUed  Btalea  by  the  Sute  wherein  the  mtat 
thall  be. 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  furHitr  eiuxUd,  That  when,  by 
the  preralance  of  any  contagioua  or  epidemical  diaeaae, 
in  or  near  the  place  by  law  eatabiiabed  aa  tbe  port  of 
entry  for  any  coUeclion  diatriet,  it  ahall  become  danger- 
one  or  inconvenient  for  Ihe  collector  and  the  other  offi- 
cera  of  the  rcTenue  employed  therein,  to  continue  the 
ditcbatge  of  their  reapecllTo  officet  at  auch  port,  the 
Secretary,  or,  in  hia  abaence,  tbe  Comptroller  of  the 
Treaaury  of  tbe  United  Statea,  may  direct  and  author- 
ize the  remoial  of  the  collector,  and  the  other  officera 
employed  in  hia  dapartmaDt,  from  auch  pvrt,  to  any 
other  more  conTenient  place,  within,  or  aa  near  aa  may 
be  to  auch  M^eclion  diatriet.  where  tuch  collector  and 
officert  may  eieidae  the  aame  authoritiea,  and  thall  be 
liable  to  the  tame  duties,  according  to  eiiating  circam- 
ataneea,  aa  in  auch  lawfiil  port  or  diitrict ;  and  of  tuch 
removal,  public  notice  aball  be  given  aa  toon  aa  may  be. 
Mr.  LiviNQSTON  moved  to  strike  oni  tbeproTiso 
si  th«  close  of  the  (bird  section,  ax  it  might,  in 
his  opinion,  be  productive  o{  ddsy  in  )ome  cases, 
and  of  danger  id  others.  Some  of  the  State  Le- 
gislatures might  Dot  be  in  session  before  the  evil 
intended  to  be  guarded  a^rninsl  reiarna  upoit  ns, 
and  it  might  interfere  with  the  jurisdiction  of 
lowna  or  cities,  of  which  (bote  sites  form  a  part. 
He  knew  thai  there  w«e  some  gentlemen  in  the 
Mouse  who  think  no  moner  ought  to  be  expended 
by  tbe  United  States  for  apy  public  worKa  until 
cessiona  of  tbe  jurisdictions  are  made.  This  may 
be  proper,  said  Mr.  L.,  with  respect  to  forts  &iid 
magazines,  with  which  Slate  juritdictton  might 
interfere;  but  this  being  merely  a  civil  jurisdic- 
tion, and  so  far  from  interfering  with  any  State 
iurisdictioo,  is  to  co-operate  wilE  the  State  regn- 
latioQB,  gentlemen  may  vole  for  siiiking  oul  this 
clause,  without  parting  with  their  favorite  doc- 
Mr.  Davtok  trusted  the  motion  would  not 
pie  vail. 
It  was  u^KtiTcd,  there  being  only  23  voiea  ia 

Mr.  LiTiNOBTON  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  oul  of  the  second  line  uf  the  third 
section  the  words  "and  with  the  approbation," 
which  WBs  certainly  surplusage.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Waln  said,  if  it  was  proper  lo  cede  Ihe 
land  upon  which  warehouses  areliniit,  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  right  to  cede  the  sites  of  wbarvea 
[o  the  United  Stales.  He  should  not  think  it 
right,  for  instance,  to  cede  the  jurisdiction  of  any 
wharves  which  might  be  built  in  the  vicinity  of 
(his  city  to  the  United  States.  He,  therefore, 
moved  to  strike  out  tbe  words,  "  and  wharves." 

Mr.  Sewall  hoped  the  gentlemen  from  Penn- 
tylvania  would  not  insist  upon  this  motion.    No 
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wharves  would  be  erected  where  wharves  dow 
are ;  and  if  ihe  Uoiled  States  are  at  the  expense 
of  eiecCinK  wharves,  tbey  ouzhi  to  have  the  juris- 
dictioD  of  their  sites,  as  well  as  of  the  sites  of 
warehouses. 

This  inotioD  was  negatived,  there  being  only 
12  voles  for  it. 

The   coinmittee   rose  and   reported    the   bill ; 

Mr.  Harper  renewed  the  motion  for  striking 
cat  the  proviso  in  the  third  seclioa,  for  the  reasons 
urged  in  support  of  the  former  motion,  and  be- 
cause this  cession  could  be  of  no  use  to  the  tJniled 
States ;  and,  after  some  few  ob-iervations  upon  it. 
the  motion  was  carried — 40  to  31. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sewill,  a  section  was  added 
to  [he  bilL  repealing  a  law  of  the  first  session  of 
tlie  fourth  Congress,  respecting  quarantine.  It 
was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

JONATHAN  HASFIELD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  Foster,  a  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition  of  Jonathan 
Hasfield,  who  claimed  $258  for  the  public  service, 
was  taken  up.  This  report,  which  was  favorable, 
was  concurred  in,  and  a  hill  reported  for  his  relief; 
it  was  read  and  committed. 

GAZZAM,  TAYLOR,   AND  JONES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Shitb.  a  report  on  the 
petitioa  of  Oazzam,  Taylor,  and  Jones,  made  at 
the  last  session,  allowing  them  certain  drawbacks 
for  which  they  mayed,  was  taken  up  and  concur- 
red in,  and  a  biil  reported,  read,  aad  committed  for 
their  relief. 

ALIGN  AND  SEDITION  LAWS. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  a  memorial  from  a  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Northamp- 
ton,  in  this  State,  expretsine,  in  very  strong  terms, 
their  alarm  at,  and  dissatisfaction  with,  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws,  passed  at  ihe  last  session,  which 
they  state  as  contrary  not  only  to  the  spirit  but  to 
the  letter  of  the  Constitution.  They  complain, 
also,  ot  the  law  giving  the  President  power  to 
raise  a  provisional  armv  when  he  shall  judge 
proper,  and  of  that  which  allows  him  to  pay  any 
interest  for  money,  which  he  may  judge  right,  as 
increasing  the  Executive  power  at  the  expense  of 
the  other  departments  of  the  Government. 

This  memorial  was  referred  to  the  same  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  which  was  referred  a  re- 
monstrance of  the  same  kind  from  Suffolk  county, 
in  the  State  of  New  York. 

FRENCH  AFFAIRS. 


Crtntkihta  oftht  Senatt,  and 

Gtntittatn  of  the  Houte  ofRtpreHntativa: 

An  edict  of  the  Executive  Duectoiy  of  the  French 
Bapnblic  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  October,  1 79B,  enclowd 
io  k  letter  from  out  Minister  nenipotentiai?  in  Lon- 
don, of  the  lixtemth  of  November,  ia  of  so  much  im- 
portance that  it  cannot  be  loo  toon  communicated  to 
yon  and  to  Ihe  public.  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Jahdait  S8,  1799. 


Extract  of  a  ietirr  from  Rufiu  King,  Eig,,  Mmutir 

FUmpotentiarj/  of  Ihe  Unitid  Slala  at  Jjondort,  la 

the  St/:relary  of  Slate,  AUed  Novtiabtr  18,  1798. 

"The  annexed  arr^t  would  appear  extravagant  end 
incredible,  if  it  proceeded  from  any  other  anlhority  ;  bat 
mankind  ia  lO  accustocned  to  the  violence  and  injuatic* 
of  France,  that  we  tlmoit  ceaae  to  eipreet  our  mn- 
priie  ind  indignation  at  Ihe  new  initancei  that  ihe 
coDtinnes  Io  display." 

[ra^a...*™,.] 
Decree  of  the  Executive  Directory,  of  OcloberiO,  1798. 

The  EieculiveDircctoty,  upon  Ihe  report  of  the  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Relations,  coDsidering  that  the  fle«t■^ 
privftteerB,  and  ship*,  of  England  and  Rnsna,  are  in 
part  equipped  by  foreigners. 

Considering  tbst  this  violation  is  ■  manifest  abuse  of 
the  rights  of  nations,  and  ^t  the  Powers  of  Europe 
have  not  taken  any  measures  to  protiibit  it-     Decrees  : 

1st.  £vei7  individual,  native  (ou  orwBiatre)  erf' 
friendly  countiies,  allisd  to  the  French  Republic,  m 
neulnl.  beaiinga  eommisaion,  granted  by  the  enemie* 
of  France,  or  making  part  of  the  crews  of  ship*  of  war, 
and  others,  eneioies,  shall  be  by  this  single  bet  declared 
a  pirate,  and  treated  u  such,  without  being  permitted 
in  any  esse  Io  allege  that  he  had  been  forced  into  such 
service  by  violence,  threats,  or  olfaerwise- 

Xd.  The  Executive  Diiwtoriea  of  the  Balaviui,  La- 
gurian,  Cisalpine,  and  Roman  Republics,  shall  be  in- 
structed to  this  effect. 

3d.  The  provision)  contained  in  the  Gimt  article  shall 
be  notified  to  those  Powers  nhich  are  neutral  or  allied 
to  the  French  Republic 

4th.  The  Minister  of  Exterior  Relations  is  charged 
with  the  execution  of  the  present  arrSl  vrhich  shall  be 
printed  in  the  Bulletin  of  the  Laws. 

[Signed]  TERILHARD,  Praidenl. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 


Tuesday,  January  29. 

Tbomas  Sumter,  from  South  Carolina,  ap- 
peared, and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

The  bill  respecting  quarantines  and  health  laws, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

AUGMENTATION  OF  THE  NAVY- 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Joeiah  Pabker,  the  House 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  re- 
port of  the  Navy  Committee,  Mr.  RutiTeuge  in 

the  Chnir;  and,  after  some   discussion,  the  com- 
mittee rose,  and  reported  the   following  resolu- 

Raohied,  That  two  docks  be  eaUhlished  in  the 
United  Butes,  and  that  60,000  doUara  be  appnqiriatad 
therefor. 

Retolntd,  That  100,000 dollars beappropriated  tottha 
annual  purchase  of  timber  to  be  used  or  preserT«d  tat 
building  ships  or  venels  of  war  of  the  United  States. 

Reeved,  That  the  Navy  be  augmented  by  a  num. 
ber  not  exceeding  six,  of  ships  of  war,  to  Carry  not 
less  than  seventy-foui  gnus,  (to  be  built  within  tha 
United  Stales,)  and  ■  number  not  exceeding  six,  at 
sloopa-of-war,  carrying  not  less  than  eighteen  guns,  (Io 
be  built  or  purchaaed  within  the  United  States,}  and 
that  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  million  of  dollars  be 
appropriated  therefor 
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Saahed,  ThMlhsPraddent  of  the  United  Btatube 
Mducbed  b;  law  to  ailpiieiit  the  namber  of  gnat  dd 
boudtn;  ilup  now  in  Mrrico,  or  building,  above  the 
mnolMT  inch  ihip  may  be  rated,  and  that  3&,000  d<^ 
Ian  be  mHuuiatad  for  that  piupoae< 

EobM,  Thai  the  Pnudent  of  the  Uoited  Statn 
•biD  be  anlhorited  to  take  on  the  Naiat  Eilatliih- 
aimt  ndi  of  the  raranue  cutter*  dow  in  wrnee,  a*  may 
be,  in  Ma  i^iinum,  fit  for  aerTice  abroad. 

The  words  wiihii)  parenthesis,  were  introduced 
on  motion  of  Mr.  LivtnaaTON. 

The  Srst  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  de- 
t«te. 

Mr.  Parker  stated  that  one  of  the  docks  was 
prDDOsed  for  the  Eastern  and  the  other  fur  the 
Middle  Slates. 

Mr.  P.  stated,  in  support  of  the  secoDd  resolu- 
tion, that  ii  wmt  necessarf  to  secure  a  sufficient 
qoantity  of  timber,  and  lo  hare  it  in  readiQese  for 
building  ships  of  mz.  To  effect  this,  he  suppos- 
ed it  would  be  necessary  to  purchase  a  forest  cov- 
eted with  live  oak  ana  red  cedar.  And  having 
EQod  timber  secured,  no  nation  in  [he  world  could 
nild  better  ships  than  the  United  States. 

It  was  objected  to  by  Mr.MACON,  that  ibie  was 
not  a  proper  time  to  go  into  a  speculation  of  por- 
chaiic^  land,  for  the  lake  of  a  future  supply  of 
timber,  when  we  are  obliged  to  pa;  eight  per  ceot. 
foi  all  tbe  money  which  the  Oovernment  bor- 
rows; he  wished  no  more  money  to  be  appropri- 
ated than  was  necessary  for  a  present  supply  of 

The  motion  was  carried  without  a  division, 
la  reipect  to  the  third  resolurioo,  Mr.  Pahkeh 
ilated  that,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Sec- 
Klary  of  tfie  Navy,  six  74'gnn  ships  would  cost 
near  92.400,000,  and  the  six  smaller  vessels  about 
1300,000;  but,  though  the  smaller  Teasel 
nediatelr  wanted,  the  74's  could  not  be  built  in 
lesi  than  a  year,  he,  therefore,  supposed  that  if 
aiiilioD  of  aiillari  were  apprbnriated,  it  would  be 
as  mach  as  would  be  expenaed  before  the  next 
sestioQ  of  CoogreBB. 

Mr.  Habper  and  Mr.  S.  Sjiith  supported  the 
ame  opinion. 

It  was  objected  by  Messrs.  Nicholas  and  Gal- 
latin, that  if  it  were  meant  that  these  vessel) 
ihould  be  boilt  within  a  year,  as  had  been  men' 
UDned.-the  whole  two  millions  and  a  half  of  dol- 
lars ought  to  be  aptwopriated ;  that  i 
lion  only  being  asked  for,  was  a  proof  that  they 
would  not  be  built  within  the  time  stated;  they 
iiwpected  these  vessels  are  not  wanted  to  meet  the 
pi^Di  supposed  emergency,  but  that  the  present 
moment  is  merely  seized  as  favorable  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  favorite  project  of  aNavy, 
maneni  esiabllabroenl,  and  that  a  commencement 
baving  been  once  made  in  the  business,  the  ships 
nughi  be  completed  at  leisure.  They  were,  there- 
fore, opposed  to  the  resolution,  and  said  that  those 
who  tbink  it  would  be  desirable  at  this  time  to 
bave  these  vessels,  ought  also  to  be  opposed  to  it. 
since  it  is  evident  that  they  are  wanted  for  future 
porposee;  and  eonsideringibepresenttime, when 
uKiney  can  only  be  obtaitted  at  a  very  high  n' 
as  a  very  improper  season  to  go  into  a  work 


such  immense  expense  to  the  country.  They  bad 
reference  to  the  enormous  expense  of  the  three 
frigates  already  built,  which  had  cost  more,  they 
,id,  than  double  the  price  thai  six  frigates  were 
'igiually  estimated  at,  and  which,  it  is  probable, 
ould  never  have  been  built,  if  the  whole  expense- 
td  been  at  first  stated. 

It  was  ursed   by  the  friends  of  the  resolution, 
(hat  one  mmion  would  be  as  much  money  a» 


nru  made,  considering  tbe  number  of  vessels  al- 
ready building. 

This  resolution  was  the  only  one  upon  which  a 
division  was  called,  ft  was  carried,  by  52  mem- 
bers rising  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Parker  stated  the  object  of  the  4th  resolu- 
tion to  be,  to  enable  the  President  to  put  on  board 
'""ee  of  ihe  Si-gun  vessels,  B  additional  guns, 

iking  them  frigates  of  32  guns.  The  5lh  reso- 
lution was  to  place  such  ot  the  revenue  cotters 
the  Navy  Establishment  as  might  appear  pro- 
per. A  law  was  passed  at  the  last  session  to  take 
them  into  service;  but  not  being  placed  on  the 
Navy  EstabliibmEn:,  thp  officers  are  unwilling  to 
go  into  the  service,  without   the   same  rank  and 

Csy  with  the  officers  in  the  Navy,  and  one  of  them 
ad  refused  to  act.  This  re.tulution  is  necessary 
:o  rectify  the  defect. 

No  opposition  was  made  to  these  resolutions; 
and  the  whole  were  referred  to  tbe  select  commit- 
who  reported  them,  to  bring  in  a  bill  or  bill* 
accordini[ly. 

The  Mouse  went  into  committee  on  two  bills, 
which  were  agreed  to,  aud  ordered  to  be  engrosa- 
ed,  viz  :  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gazzam.  Taylor, 
and  Jones,  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan 
Haskill. 

Wednesday,  January  30. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gazzam.  Taylor,  and 
Jones,  aud  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Uaa- 
kill,  were  read  the  third  lime  and  passed. 

Mr.  HAnPEH,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  antt 
Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  support  of  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment  for  tbe  year  1799;  which  wu 
committed. 

ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAWa 

Mr.  EooLEaTON  presented  a  petition  from  tha 
inhabitants  of  Amelia  county,  Virginia,  censuring 
many  of  the  measures  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, calling  Ihe  British  Treaty  the  Srst  liuk  in 
its  chain  of  errors,  and  complainms  thar  it  follows 
loj  much  the  policy  of  the  British  Government, 
and  perlicujarly  prayi  thai  the  alien  and  sedition 
laws,  which  it  terms  impolitic,  tyrannical,  and 
unconstitutional,  may  be  obliterated  from  oat 
statute  book  ;  and,  also,  that  the  law  authorizing 
the  President  to  raise  a  provisional  army  may  be 

Mr.  E.  having  moved  to  refer  this  petition  to 
the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  for- 
mer peiitioos  of  the  same  nature  had  been  re- 
ferret^ 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  tbe  House  an  addreaa 
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from  Essex  couniy,  in  New  Jet' 
lejf,  of  the  same  nature,  though  couched  in  les; 
pointed  language,  which  he  wished  to  have  tbi 
same  direction  ;  which  haviag  been  read, 

Mr.  GoBDON  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion ;  and  tbe  qucKtioQ  being  ou  ihe  Virginia  ac' 
dress,  he  hoped  it  would  not  prevail.  Every  ger 
tleman  who  had  attended  [o  ihe  readiag  of  ihi 
paper,  mu&t  have  heard,  he  said,  Ibal  it  contained 
«  [ibel  upon  every  measure  of  this  Grovemmenl 
since  its  first  eslablishmeni  j  and,  at  the  cone lu- 
isoD  of  the  address,  there  is  a  sentiment  still  more 
ezceptionable~~a  sort  of  threat,  thai  unless  Con- 
giess  shall  proceed  to  repeal  the  two  laws  in  ques- 
tion, tbe  mililia  of  that  county  would  not  obey 
tbe  orders  of  the  General  Governpient.  If  a  stop 
iras  not  put  to  the  piesenling  of  such  petitions  an 
these,  this  House  would  be  considered  as  a  place 
consecrated  to  abuse. 

Mr.  EooLESTOH  believed  ibat  the  gentleman 
must  have  misuuderslood  that  part  of  the  petition 
to  which  he  had  particularly  referred.  So  far 
he  was  acquainted  with  the  gentlemeu  who  si^ 
ed  the  petition,  he  was  sure  thev  never  entertained 
auch  a  sentimeal.  Indeed,  they  expressly  de- 
clare, in  another  part  of  the  petition,  that  they 
^  shall  always  be  ready  to  oppose  an  invading  ene- 
my, and  lo  obey  the  will  of  the  majority.  He 
Itopied  gentlemen  would  not  so  rigorously  ex- 
press their  disapprobation  of  this  petition,  when 
ibey  recollect  that  this  is  the  first  which  has  been 
presented  to  Congress,  though  the  laws  in  ques- 
tion are  generally  disapproved  in  that  State.  Most 
other  parts  of  the  State  had  made  lepreMntations 
of  their  disapprobalionto  the  State  Legislature, 
which  he  did  not  think  so  ree-ulat  a  way  as  to  ap- 
ply 10  this  House.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  peti- 
tion would  he  referred.' 

Mr.  Nicholas  said  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  certainly  mistook  the  passage  in  the 
petition  to  which  he  had  alluded.  It  merelysiaied 
that  should  a  standing  army  be  dispensed  with, 
tbe  militia  of  the  Union  would  be  found  equal  to 
tbe  protection  of  the  country.  This,  at  least,  is 
tbe  natural  construction,  and  he  thought  gentle- 
Hen  ot^bt  not  to  put  the  most  acrimonious  meau- 
inff  possible  upon  the  words  of  petitions. 

Mr.  KiTTGHA  thought  (here  was  another  ex- 
pression in  the  petition  not  less  exceptionable  : 
Ivbich  was, ''  that  the  solicitude  of  the  Adminis- 
tration for  a  standing  army  was  a  sufficient  cause 
to  apprehend  that  they  are  ultimately  intended  for 
Other  objects  than  defence  against  a  foreign  ene- 
my." 

Mr.  LiviitoBTON  had  hoped  that  the  sedition 
)bw  would  hare  gone  far  enough  for  gentlemen, 
and  that  they  would  not  have  oranded  petitions 
\  to  this  House  with  the  name  of  libel.     The  gen- 

tieman  from  New  Hampshire  wished  this  petition 
to  receive  the  marked  disapprobation  of  the  House, 
because  it  disapproves  of  alt  the  measures  of  Qov- 
ernraent,  and  because  it  contains  something  like 
a  threat  that  the  militia  will  not  perform  their  du- 
ty. The  first  allegation  was  justifiable,  he  said, 
to  the  fullest  extent ;  the  second  could  not  be  found 
in  the  petition.     To  what  would   the  gentleman 


reduce  tbe  right  of  petitioning?  Have  not  the 
people  a  right,  said  Mr.  L.,  to  say  to  Congress, 
■■  You  have  done  wrong,  you  have  exceeded  yoor 
powers."  If  ihey  think  so,  who  shall  stop  their 
mouths,  since  the  Constitution  has  guarantied  to 
them  this  right  7     If  gentlemen  are  so  very  scru- 

Eulous  as  to  the  form  of  petition,  ihey  ought  to 
rinz  in  a  bill,  and  prescribe  a  courtly  form  to  tbe 
people,  with  which  they  would  be  pleased,  and  de- 
nning when  honest  hluntness  may  be  deemed  a 
libel  and  when  not.  With  respect  to  the  threat 
alluded  to,  there  is  no  such  thing.  Speaking  of  a 
standing  army,  the  petitioners  say.  "  Repeal  your 
laws  establishing  armies,  and  you  will  find  the  mi- 
litia a  sufficient  defence."  I^  said  Mr.  L..  when 
we  pass  unconstitutional  laws,  the  people  are  not 
to  he  permitted  to  tell  us  so,  the  right  of  petition- 
ing will  be  reduced  to  narrow  ground  indeed. 

Mr.  Isaac  Pahker  said,  it  could  not  be  won- 
dered that  the  gentleman  from  New  Yirk  should 
so  zealously  defend  petitions  of  this  sort,  since  he 
had  called  upon  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
when  the  laws  in  question  passed,  to  resist  their 
execution,  and  lo  come  forward  and  show  their 
disapprobation  of  them.  He  agreed  withthe  gen- 
tleman that  tbe  people  have  a  right  to  pelitioD 
Congress  on  any  subject  they  please,  but  this 
House  has  a  right  to  protect  itself  against  abuse, 
and  to  see  that  tbe  language  of  petitions  is  deceni 

id  proper.     The  whole  of  this  petition  appeared 

ore  calculated  to  insult  the  majority  who  pass- 
ed this  law  than  lo  obtain  the  redress  prayed  for. 
They  charge  Congress  with  acting  lyrannically, 
and  the  Executive  with  being  solicitous  to  in- 
crease the  standing  Army  for  other  purposes  than 
the  public  safety.  If  this  petition,  like  others  on 
the  same  subject,  bad  been  expressed  in  decent 
terms,  he  should  have  had  no  objection  to  have 
referred  it  to  a  select  committee.  He  had  voted 
against  the  reference  of  the  others,  becausb  be 
thought  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  an  improper 
reference, 

Mr.  Allen  was  sorry  his  friend  from  JVew 
Hampshire  had  opposed  the  reference  of  this  pe- 
tition. He  thougnt  it  was  desirable  that  persona 
who  would  siga  a  petition  like  this  should  coue 
forward  that  they  might  be  disclosed  to  the  world. 
These   addresses  are  doubtless   calculated   for  a 

E articular  abject ;  but  there  could  be  no  doubt 
at  persons  ot  this  description  would  be  held  in 
uch  general  contempt  and  abhorrence,  when  they 
ire  known,  that  their  designs  would  fail  of  effect. 
He  believed  the  House  must  be  content  to  sit  end 
hear  a  number  of  addresses  like  this,  which  ite 
supposed  would  get  worse  and  worse.  He  sup- 
posed, however,  these  addresses  would  in  sonoe 
way  or  other  find  their  wav  to  tbe  public ;  and  he 
trusted  the  honest  part  of  the  people  would  be  in- 
duced to  rise  ana  throw  on  these  people  as  so 
many  morbid  excrescences  on  the  body  politic. 
He  had  no  doubt  the  end  of  tbe  business  would 
be  confusion  to  tbe  subscribers  of  such  petitions. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborhe  found  lauit  with  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
had  spoken  of  tbe  right  of  tbe  people  to  petitioo. 
Who,  exclaimed  Mr.  C,  gave  that  gentleman  the 
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right  to  stsnd  on  this  floor,  but  ihe  people  7  He 
was  arraid  Virginia  was  au  eye-sore  to  some  geo- 
tlemen.  because  they  choose  to  eipress  iheroielTes 
in  maoly  and  sirone  language,  and  are  unwilling 
tosurrendet  any  of  their  rizhcs  as  Repoblicans. 
But  though  they  speak  GrrDry,  said  he.  they  will 
always  obey  the  laws ;  and  if  the  President  whs 
10  order  any  alien  amongst  ihem  to  be  sent  out  of 
ihe  country,  the  order  would  be  obeyed ;  bjit  ihe 
men  who  executed  the  order  would  be  the  first  to 
jay  the  law  is  unconstittilional. 

Mr.  LiTinasTON  wished  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  (Mr.  Allen)  to  explain  whit  he 
meant,  when  be  said  "  thai  the  honest  part  of  (he 
people  would  rise  and  throw  off  the  desciiplioD  of 
ferxM  who  had  signed  this  petiiioa,  as  a  morbid 
veitht  npoD  the  Union."  [Mr.  Allen  replied, 
be  did  not  say  so.1  Mr.  L.  lo  tioderstood  him, 
tad  withed  he  would  explain  to  the  House  what 
lie  did  lay.  The  geolleman  from  Massachusetts, 
aid  Mr.  L.,  does  me  the  honor  to  suppose  some 
part  of  the  spirit  shown  against  the  alien  and  se- 
diiioD  laws  had  been  excited  by  me.  It  is  not 
fa;  the  cause,  he  said,  lies  deeper — it  is  from  a 
finu  sense  the  people  hare  of  their  riehts ;  but  if 
)Df  ihiag  he  had  said  or  done  had  tended  to  awak- 
En  the  people  to  a  sense  of  their  rights,  he  should 
think  be  had  not  lived  in  Tain. 

Mr.  Tbatc&er  said,  some  gentlemen  seemed 
10  suppose  that  when  members  cook  their  seaLi  in 
to  House,  they  surrendered  certain  rights,  and 
*ete  to  be  insulted  with  impunitr,  though  before 
ihey  came  here,  they  wouM  not  have  been  liable 
to  be  so  itisDlted  without  redress. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  observed,  that  if  the  gentleman 
ns  deprived  of  some  rights  by  baring  a  seat 
here,  he  possessed  others,  which  he  did  not  before 
po«a*;  since  he  mifhi  say  here  what  he  might 
not  like  to  say  out  ofdoors ;  so  that  what  he  loses 
in  one  respect  he  gains  in  another. 

Mr.  Qallatin  scarcely  believed,  when  the  ob- 
JKiion  to  this  reference  was  flrsl  made,  it  would 
bre  been  serious.  He  thought,  with  the  gentle- 
miQ  from  Connecticut,  that  the  opposition  is  ra- 
ibei  impolitic.  This  petition  is  objected  against 
u  being  a  hbel,  so  that  after  having  declared  by 
la*  that  any  person  who  shall  find  fault  with  the 
doings  of  Oo'  '  -    -      -    - 


bellous.  He  did  not  mean  to  justify  the  petition  in 
I  all  its  parts,  because  it  was  unnecessary  ;  but  he 
did  not  think  the  pas!<ages  which  bad  been  quoted 
were  objectionable.  The  one  he  had  alreacfy  joa- 
IJfied,  and  the  other  reFpeclins  the  militia  did  not 
apply  to  the  militia  of  that  district  in  particular, 
but  to  the  militia  of  the  United  States.  As  lo  the 
expression  alluded  to,  that  the  petitioners  expect 
a  standing  Army  is  wanted  for  other  purposes 
than  defence  against  foreign  enemies,  he  saw 


Jistepute.  shall  be  euiity  of  a  libel^  this  doctrine 
goes  I  step  farther,  by  saying,  that  if  these  opin- 
'""'^re  expressed  by  way  of  petiiioD,  it  ought 
to  be  idjndged  a  libelj  and  not  inquired  into.  And 
jhis  11  to  be  done  said  Mr.  O.,  not  by  a  court  or 
]«v.  bpi  by  ourselves,  who  passed  the  laws  com- 
plained of,  taking  it  for  granted  we  are  right  and 
'te  petitioners  wront  and  that  whatever  opinion 
HiHetsfrom  otirs  is  libellous,  which  wat  effectu- 
uly  W  destroy  the  provif ion  of  the  Constitution, 
whieh  guarantees  the  ri^ht  of  petitioning,  and 
giTei  to  the  people  the  right,  at  any  time,  to  op- 
pose ihdf  minions  to  those  of  Congress;  and 
'here  IS.  said  he,  no  way  of  doing  this  without 
tharging  ns  with  being  deficient  in  wisdom  or 
■"""^"ig  worse ;  and  altbonffh  gentlemen  may 
Mt  like  ihis^  ii  i,  ,0  ordered^  and  cannot  be  got 
over  by  charging  a  petition  with  being  false  or  li- 


Ibing  improper 


a  this.     This  has  been  avowed 


by  men  high  in  office ;  it  has  been  publicly  said 
that  the  Army  is  not  wauled  so  much  to  repel 
invasion  as  on  accouut  of  certain  appearances  of 
discontent  in  some  parts  of  the  Union,  amoDgat 
which  was  mentioned  the  part  from  which  tnii 
petition  comes,  and  he  believed  if  the  question  of 
continuing  the  Army  was  to  be  brought  up  in  thia 
House,  there  are  gentlemen  who  would  make  ma 
of  this  as  one  of  the  arguments  for  the  necessity 
of  keeping  it  up. 

Mr.  EooLBSTOt*  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  agreed  lo  be  taken. 

Mr.  PiNoxNEy  said,  he  had  attended  parlien- 
tarly  to  the  language  of  the  petition,  because  he 
thought  Ihe  indegency  of  ihal  almo.^t  the  only 
ground  upon  which  a  petition  could  with  proprie- 
ty he  rejected,  and  be  did  not  think  it  so  excep- 
itonable  as  to  authorize  its  rejection. 

Mr.  RiTTLEDOE  thought  it  WHS  much  lo  be  la- 
mented  that  the  time  of  the  House  was  so  &e- 
qutnily  consumed  in  taking  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  by  consequent  debate  to  explain  Ihe  reason  of 
members'  votes.  Mr.  R.  said  he  should  vol* 
against  the  reference,  because  he  thought  it  im- 
proper  that  petitions  of  (his  kind  shoufd  go  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  they  ought  either  to 
go  10  the  Committee  of  Defence,  with  a  view  of 
showing  Ibem  thai  iheir  farmer  measures  were 
wroog,  or  to  a  select  committee,  to  report  upon 
them  to  the  House. 


Vsis — John  Allen,  Qaoiga  B««r,  jnuior,  Abrahan 
Baldwin,  David  Bard,  JsmM  A.  Bayard,  Thos.  Blount, 
Jonathan  Brace,  Richard  Brent,  David  Brooki,  Robnt 
Brown,  Stephen  Bullock,  Samuel  J,  Cabell,  John  Chap- 
man, Thomas  Claiborne,  William  ChartH  Cole  Clai- 
iMme,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Jame*  Cochran, 
William  Craik,  John  Dawson,  John  Dannis,  Oeorge 
Dent,  Jo«ph  Efglealon,  Luca*  Ebnendor^  Thomas 
Evans,  William  Pindley,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Na^umU 
Freeman,  jr^  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Oillnpie,  Andrew 
Ongg,  William  Barry  Grove,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert 
Uoodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  HarTiK>n,  Thomas  Harlley, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joeeph  Heirter,  David  RolaieiL 
Heiekiah  L.  Hoemar,  Janes  H.  Imlty,  Walter  Jom^ 
Edward  Livingston,  Matthew  Locke,  Samuel  LjnaB, 
Jamea  Machir,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  William  Hatthmre, 
JoMph  McDowell,  Leww  R.  Hwiis,  Anthony  New, 
John  NicholM,  Hsrriaoa  G.  Otis,  Josiah  Parker,  Tboa 
Pinckoej,  John  Read,  James  Bchnreiaan,  Tbomaa  Bin- 
nickion,  Tompaon  J.  Skinner,  Samnel  sinith,  Willian 
Smith,  Bichud  Bprigg,  Richard  Stanford,  ThMoaa 
Snaitar,  Mark  Thomaoa,  Thonai  TiUinghast,  Abtan 
Trigg,  Jrfin  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Abrahau 
Venabls,  John  Williams,  and  Robert  William*. 
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Nat( — Bailej  BaitletC,  Williua  Edmond,  Abiel 
Foiter,  Dnight  Foalcr,  Heniy  GIca,  Cbautmy  GmmI- 
rich,  WiUwm  Gordon,  Roger  Griawold,  William  Hind- 
mui,  John  Wilke*  Kitten,  laaac  Parker,  John  Kut- 
ledga,  junior,  Samuel  Sewall,  William  Shepard,  Peleg 
Sprague,  George  Thatcher,  Rich&rd  Thomac,  John  E. 
Vu)  Aten,  Peleg  Wuliwortti,  and  Robert  Wain. 

STAMP  DUTIES. 

The  House  being  again  in  Committee  uf  the 
Wbole,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  stamp  act,  and 
the  documents  which  had  beeo  directed  to  be  ob- 
tained relative  to  the  amount  of  duties  received, 
and  with  respect  to  the  proper  allowance  to  be 
made  to  the  SuperviscK^  having  been  read.  Mr. 
Otib'b  motiuQ  for  filling  up  the  blank  for  com- 
penaaling  the  Supervisors  for  their  trouble  Id 
stamping  and  dispersing  the  Etamps,  with  six  per 
cent,  recurred ;  when 

Mr.  Otis  taid.  at  the  time  he  made  this  moiioo, 
he  bad  obtained  an  informal  estimate  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  which  appears  to 
have  been  the  foundation  of  the  documenia  since 
laid  before  the  House.  The  allowance  of  six  per 
cent,  was  at  that  time  considered  by  Bome  gentle- 
men as  very  exorbitani.  We  have  pow  some  more 
data  on  which  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  what  these 
ofiBcers  are  entitled  to  receive,  and  if  this  data  is 
to  be  depended  upon,  he  did  not  think  the  sum 
which  be  had  proposed  would  be  too  much.  One 
Supervisor  would,  indeed,  receive  more  than 
others,  bul  this  is  an  inequality  which  cannot  be 
remedied,  except  an  adequate  salary  were  to  be 
given  to  these  officers,  instead  of  a  commission 
upon  what  they  receive;  and  be  should  prefer  a 
plan  of  this  kind. 

In  Ihe  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  0.  said,  the 
amount  of  duly  collected,  in  the  Supervisor's  of- 
fice, for  six  months,  ivos  18,606  dollars,  upward  of 
11,000  dollars  of  which  was  collected  in  the  first 
quarter,  which  is  attributed  to  Ihe  want  of  knowl- 
edge as  CO  the  true  consumption  of  stamps.  Mr. 
O.  supposed  8,000  dollars  a  quarter  would  be  about 
the  average  revenue,  in  this  State,  in  the  8uper- 


Opon  this,  would  give  $1,930.  Out  of  this  sum 
must  be  aeducted  the  extra  expenses  of  the  Super- 
visor, which,  as  estimated,  would  leave  a  clear 
profit  of  756  dollars.  To  in  is  sum  must  be  added 
a  commission  of  one  per  cent,  on  money  received 
from  other  offices,  which,  supposins  it  to  amount 
to  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year,  would  make  an  ad- 
ditional hundred  doltart. 

These  duties,  Mr.  0.  said,  might  perhaps  in- 
crease in  a  few  years,  and  the  Supervisors  might 
receive  something  from  the  direct  tax,  and  as  he 
did  ikol  wish  to  give  targe  salaries,  though  he 
wished  to  make  every  person  employed  under  the 
Qovernment  an  adequate  compensation  for  his 
services,  he  was  wilting  that  this  blank  should  be 
filled  with  four  per  cent.,  which,  though  It  would 
be  inadequate  at  present,  mtghi  become  sufficient 
hereafter,  if  not,  he  supposed  no  objection  would 
be  made  to  an  advance. 

Mr.  Oallatik  said  that,  froma  view  of  the  doc- 
uments on  the  table,  one  fact  seemed  to  be  certain, 


ihat  whether  a  Supervisor  dispersed  a  Large  uit 
small  quantity  of  stamps,  he  would  stand  id  octd 
of  a  person  to  work  the  stamp  and  keep  an  ic- 
countof  what  was  delivered  out;  therefore aauui 
per  cent,  might  be  twice  loo  much  to  some  offi- 
cers, and  far  too  liitle  in  others.  He  believed  it 
would  be  improper,  oa  this  account,  to  makeapa 
centage  allowance.  Nor  ought  the  Inspecionu 
be  classed  with  the  Supervisors,  as  they  have  lO 
trouble  in  eitlier  stamping  or  deliveringtaestamfs. 
His  idea  was,  that  there  should  be  aUowance  lot 
clerk- hire  to  each  Supervisor,  for  this  special  dulj. 
and  then  allow  the  ordinary  commission  of  oii«or 
one-and-a-half  per  cent.,  as  is  allowed  upon  oibei 
duties.  It  was  true  that,  at  the  last  session,  iLe 
Collectors  were  allowed  six  per  cent.  upoD  ibt 
collection  of  all  the  internal  duties,  hui  as  ilu 
stamp  duty  had  not  then  taken  place,  be  did  not 
expect  ii  would  have  applied  to  tliat,  but  if  it  m 
so  considered,  it  was  an  average  sum  upon  all  lb 
duties,  and  some  of  them  are  very  troublesome  id 
the  collection. 

In  order  to  enable  the  committee  to  formabeiiei 
judgment  as  to  what  allowance  will  be  proper  lo 
be  made  to  the  Supervisors  for  stamping  anddii- 
iributing  stamps,  ne  would  make  some  remarb 
on  the  present  actual  receipts  of  these  officers. 

We  have  had,  said  Mr.  G.,  an  official  account 
laid  before  us  of  what  is  received  by  thcmi  boi 
there  are  two  omissions  in  it,  one  the  allowince 
made  at  the  last  session  forclerk-hire,  and  tbeoiba 
the  commission  which  they  will  receive  upon  tbt 
land  tax.  Adding  these  two  icems^  he  would  siaU 
what  is  the  total  amount  received  by  the  Super"- 
sots  of  the  several  States,  exclusive  of  any  oUx'' 
ance  under  the  stamp  act. 

Mr.  Q.  stated  it  to  be  as  follows : 


Paniujivania  ... 

Maanchusetts  -  -  . 

North  Carolina 

Maryland  ... 

New  York 

BoDlli  Gandina 

Connecticut     ... 

New  Jersey      ... 

New  Hampdure 

Rhode  Island   - 

KentQcky  and  Northwest  Territory 

Vermont 


96,410 


i,os» 
1,161 


TennesMo        -  -  -  l.01> 

DeUware         ...  »« 

These  sums  are  uken  from  the  revenue  of  17* 

and  1797.  and  there  must  be  deducted  from  in^' 

what  these  officers  are  obliged  lo  pay  for  ci"  ■ 


This  Statement  shows  that  ii  would  beun- 
iroper  to  make  a 


proper  to  make  a  per  centage  allowance,  and  tM 
Urper  cent,  on  i^e  stamp  duties  in  ibe  St»i»»f 
Virginia,  Pennsylvatiia,  and  Massachuseii*,  ■■.. 
be  too  much,  and  far  loo  little  in  aU  the  s»>" 
Slates.  In  Pennsylvania,  it  appears  that  upw«« 
of  18.000  dollars  have  been  received  for  staDip*'^ 
the  Supervisor's  office  for  six  months  ,■  bul  as  i  ^ 
supposed  more  was  received  in  the  ^""t"  ,.^ 
Iban  will  be  received  again,  he  would  suppoM,  ""* 
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lUmpsto  the  amonut  of  30,000  dollara  a  year  would  whole  amouat  of  duty  there  collected  in  only  $530; 
bedispened  at  that  office.  This,  at  four  per  ceul..  and  if  $400  be  allowed  to  the  Supervisor  of  that 
xrald  afford  a  eomniisaioD  of  1,200  dollars,  and  |  district  for  a  clerk,  it  will  swallow  nearly  the 
N)  gire  this  sum  to  an  officer  who  already  re-  i  whole  amount.  He  believed  it  would  be  best  to 
ceives  5,165  dollan,  would,  in  hisopioioiLbequile  '  go  on  at  present  wtth  the  mode  proposed  by  the 


If  It  would  be  Id  order,  Hr.  G.  said,  he  would 
move  to  strike  out  the  words,  "and  Inspectors," 
in  order  to  eonfine  this  protision  to  Superrieors, 
and  then  that  the  section  should  read,  "  th&l  the 
following  sums  shall  be  allowed  for  clprk-hire,  in 
■ddition  to  the  sums  already  allowed  ;"  and  in  the 
next  place,  provide,  "  that  the  Super* isora  and 
lospeetori  or  Surreys  shall  be  sCTerally  allowed 
opon  all  stamp  duttes  and  fines per  cent." 

Mr.  G.  agreed  with  the  eentlenun  from  Massa- 
chnaetts  that  it  would  be  better  to  allow  these  of- 
ficers salaries,  than  to  pay  them  by  way  of  corn- 


Mr.  One  said,  that  the  calculations  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  PennsylTBnia  did  not  differ  material- 
ly from  those  which  are  on  the  table,  except  that, 
in  order  to  appreciate  the  salary  of  tbe  Snpervisor 
of  PenDsylTani)),  he  has  taken  tne  amount  of  taxes 
for  the  last  two  yean,  instead  of  takinjc  an  average 
for  severml  years  back.  The  true  way  of  ascer- 
taining the  amount  gf  this  gentleman's  compensa- 
lioo,  is  to  take  it  from  the  statement  on  the  table, 
br  whieti  it  appears  that  his  nett  allowance,  after 
■ll  the  expenses  of  his  office  are  deducted,  in  from 
1200  to  1,500  dollars  a  year.  Thissum  couldnot 
be  thought  too  much.  If  the  plan  whichthe  gen- 
tle man  proposes  had  been  the  original  plan,  Mr. 
0-  did  not  know  that  he  should  have  objected  to 
it ;  but,  to  adopt  a  new  principle  at  this  time; 
would  only  produce  tmnecessarv  delay  ;  and  the 
expense  to  the  Union,  in  the  plan  of  the  gentle 


,  t  will  be  laid 
before  the  House,  and  a  plan  ofgirins  adequate 
■aJarie*.  instead  of  commissions,  might  oe  adopted. 

Mr.  Habper  was  sorry  that  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  who  reported  this  bill,  did  not  eon- 
cnr  in  the  idea  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
PeoDsylrania.  1 1  seemed  obvious  to  him  that 
rate  per  cent,  cannot  be  an  equal  or  proper  mode 
of  compeDsalion  for  these  officers ;  because  whether 
30,000  dollars  or  10,000  dollars  are  collected 
office,  the  trouble  will  be  pretty  mnch  the  a 
as  the  delivering  of  a  stamp,  at  a  dollar,  is  as  soon 
Mrfonned  as  the  delivering  of  one  of  five  cents. 
H«  did  not  think  four  per  cent,  would  be  too  much 
in  any  of  the  States,  aeduclinv  for  cterk-hire,  but 
he  was  Mtisfied  it  would  be  far  too  little  in  the 
smaller  States. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  said,  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  recom- 
mended by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
might  have  been  proper,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
law  of  last  session,  makiog  an  allowance  for  clerk 
hire,  which  he  supposed  would  be  sufficient  for 
the  stamp  duties  also,  and  be  believed  if  this  course 
was  taken,  the  expense  would  be  much  more  than 
four  per  cent. ;  for  if|  said  he.  we  look  to  the  Stale 
(HT  New  Haatpshire,  it  will  be  found  that  the 


gentleman  from  Massachusetts.     At  the  n 
siou,  when  further  information  is  before  Ibe  House, 
a  different  course  may  be  taken.    Wiih  respect 
to  ihe  amount  of  duties  collected  in  Pennsylvania, 
he  knew  that  State  had    been  deficient  in 
king  its  returns  for  several  years  pest,  the  two 
t  vears  mi^ht  include  some  of  those  denciencies. 
'  nelieved  it  was  bad  policy  to  starve  the  public 
«ers-,  he  wished  Ibem  to  be  enabled  to  live 
decently  and  respectably.   If  not,  men  might  come 
to  office  who  would  pay  themselves. 
Mr.  Habpeb  said,  since  the  qnesiion  must  be 
st  taken  on  the  amount  of  commission  to  ba 
allowed,  he  should  be  in  favor  of  the  sum  proposed. 
He  believed  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
had  erred  with  respect  to  the  present  emolnments 
received  by  the  Supervisors  In  the  several  States. 
A  striking  instance  of  this  error  appeared  in  the 
statement  made  as  to  the  Supervisor  of  South 
Carolina.     Mr.  H.  said  he  had  before  him  an  au> 
thentic  statement  of  the  emoluments  received  by 
ihat  officer  for  seven  years  past,  including  eveiy- 
thtng  which  had  been  allowed  to  him,  and  making 
deductions  for  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  stationery, 
dec.,  and  his  clear  annual  allowance,  from  the 
year  1791  to  1798.  has  been  no  more  than  t448 
and  61  cents.    This  year,  on  account  of  an  allow- 
ance for  clerk-hire,  and  a  commission  upon  tba 
direct  tax,  his  emolument»  would  be  considerably 
increased.    He  supposed  he  would  receive  aome- 
thing  more  than  $800  clear.    This  sum,  for  an 
officer  who  is  obliged  to  live  in  Charleston,  must 
be  acknowledged  to  be  too  small;  and  if,  said  he, 
we  persist  in  this  course,  oar  choice  of  men  must 
be  confined  to  men  of  fortune,  without  respect  to 
industry  and  abilities. 

Mr.  Oria  said,  that  though  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Revenue  had  omitted  to  notice  the  land 
tax  in  his  slateroeni,  he  had  mentioned  it  in  a  note. 
Mr.  McDowell  said,  (hough  he  acknowledged 
it  to  be  important  that  the  office  of  Supervisor 
should  be  filled  by  men  of  integrity,  yet  he  thought 
it  would  be  impolitic  and  improper  to  increase 
their  emoluments  in  any  material  degree  at  pres- 
ent. So  far  as  he  was  acquainted,  the  salaries  of 
these  officers  had  been  found  adequate.  Last 
year  an  allowance  of  clerk-hire  had  been  made, 
and  he  iboughi  four  per  cent,  on  the  stamp  dutiea 
wonld  be  too  great  an  addition  lo  their  present 
emoluments. 

The  motion  on  filling  the  blank  with  four  per. 
cent,  was  carried— 40  to  36. 

The  blank  for  allowinc  Supervisors  a  commis- 
sion on  money  receivedfrom  the  Collectors  was 
filled  with  one  per  cent.,  and  that  for  compensa- 
ting the  Inspectors  of  Surveys  with  IJ  per  cent. 
An  amendment  wa<  nlso  agreed  to  excluding 
bonds  from  the  operaiioa  of  the  clause  In  favoi 
of  60  day  notes;  and  another  making  an  allow- 
ance for  defaced  stamps.  The  committee  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 
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NORTHWESTERN  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kittera,  3  commitee  was 
appointed  (oconsideiwh«tberany  and  whaiamend- 
menU  are  necessary  in  the  law  for  the  sale  of  the 
Uaited  Slates'  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio. 

A  report  was  laid  before  (he  House  ftom  the 
Treasury  Depa  rtniem,  respecting  the  value  of  goods 
imported  into  the  United  States. 

Thdrsd&y,  January  31. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Lewie,  was  read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hahpeb,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  regu- 
late and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks,  was  dis- 
oharged  from  a  further  consideration  of  it,  and  it 
W83  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  in  order  to  undergo  some  alterations. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
United  States,  enclosing  a  report  from  theDirectoi 
of  the  Mint,  with  a  statement  of  the  coinage  of 
the  Mint  for  the  last  year.  Both  these  communi- 
cations were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAW. 

Hr.  Hahtlbt  presented  a  number  of  petitions 
(copies  of  each  other)  from  the  coonty  of  York, 
signed  by  upwards  of  1,600  persons,  complaining 
•gainst  several  laws  passed  at  the  last  session, 
particularly  against  the  law  for  raising  a  provis- 
ional army,  the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  the  stamp 
act,  and  the  direct  tax  law,  and  praying  for  a  repeal 
oftbemjand,  also,  that  such  a  system  of  economy 
maybe  adopted  by  the  Government,  as  will  com- 
part with  its  dignity,  and  prove  agrerable  to  the 
people  at  large. 

Mr.  H.  hoped,  as  this  petition  was  couched  in 
decent  and  proper  terms,  no  objection  would  be 
made  to  its  reference.  He  hoped  also  that  its  mer- 
its would  be  duly  considered,  and,  upon  a  full  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject,  he  had  on  doubt  the  petition- 
ers would  be  saiis&et^  with  the  result.  He  moved 
the  usual  reference,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hanna  presented  petitions  from  the  county 
of  Dauphin,  in  Ibe  same  words  with  those  fmm 
York  county,  signed  by  504  persons;  and 

Mr.  Gallatin  presented  a  petition  and  remon- 
atiaDce'from  Washington  county,  signed  by  1,544 
persona,  of  a  similar  nature  with  the  above;  which 
ud  also  the  same  reference. 

STAMP  DUTIES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Ccanmit' 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  stamp 
act;  when  Mr.  Otis  proposed  a  new  section  to 
the  bill,  providing  that  every  certificate  of  stock  ip 
any  bank  or  insurance  company,  above  one  hun- 
dred and  not  exceeding  fournundred  dollars,  shall 
pay  the  sum  of  S5  cents,  and  all  above  ^00.  an 
additional  dutr  of  five  cents  for  every  QlOO,  in  lieu 
of  the  present  duty.  The  motion  was  negatived — 
44  10  27. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  took 
up  the  amendments.  When  that  wti  come  to, 
wuich  was  yesterday  introduced  by  Mr.  Orte,  for 


excluding  bondd,  at  or  within  60  days,  from  tlu 
exception  in  favor  of  notes  of  this  deBcriptioB. 
Mr.  Gallatin  hoped  it  would  not  be  8gr«dio. 
Mr.  Gordon  also  spoke  against  it,  and  Mr.  Bat- 
ABn  in  its  favor.  It  was  negatived,  S6  votes  oalr 
being  in  its  faroi. 

On  the  other  amendment  of  Mr.  Otis,  piDpos- 
ingthat  defaced  stamps  should  be  allowed  for,  Mr. 
Waln  said  if  it  were  azreed  to,  it  would  opens 
door  for  fraud.  One  of  the  principal  reasons  wbf 
notes  at  or  under  60  days  were  made  to  pay  s  Iw 
duty  than  others,  was,  because  a  number  of  stamps 
used  in  this  way  would  be  necessarily  defaced  ij 
merchants  drawing  notes  which  never  wonid  he 
discounted.  Mr.  W.  had  no  doubt  that  in  pani- 
cular  instances  individuals  might  suffer  from 
stamps  being  accidentally  defaced;  but  he  b^ 
lieved  if  this  provision  passed,  all  the  60  day  nottt 
not  discounted  would  be  included  within  it 

Mr.  8.  Smith  was  also  opposed  to  it ;  and  lb! 
amendment  was  negatived  without  a  disseniiiif 

On  the  amendment  to  fill  the  blank  allowing  i 
compensation  to  supervisors  for  stamping  tai 
selling  stamps  with  four  per  cent. — 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be 
agreed  to.  In  relatiim  tolheSupervisorof  Chatla- 
ton,  whose  case  the  gentleman  from  South  Cud- 
lina  had  introduced  to  the  view  of  the  CommiiiK 
of  the  Whole,  he  would  say  a  few  words,  h  ii*i 
been  stated  that  his  nett  compensation  at  pteKat 
including,  his  commission  on  stamps  and  the  ili' 
reel  tax,  would  not  exceed  tSOO.  In  order  to 
make  that  statement,  be  has  deducted  all  (he  in- 
crease of  office  rent  and  clerk  hire  which  wili 
arise  from  the  iocrease  of  duty,  and,  of  course,  id- 
siead  of  $900,  which  were  the  expenses  of  hu 
office  in  1708,  he  has  charged  «1,500  in  )7»9.  1° 
examining  the  credit  account.  Mr.  O.  was  sni- 

Eiised  to  see  the  manner  in  which  the  snpervim 
ad  stated  it.  Thonyh  the  atuoant  of  commK- 
sion  arising  from  duties  collected  for  the  two  1mi 
years  were,  as  stated  by  himself,  in  1797,  $iM'' 
inl798,$l,500;  yet  he  makes  his  estimate  nitudw 
hundred  dollars,  which  is  three  hundrtd  dollars 
less  than  his  real  receipts.  He  has  also  stated  his 
commission  upon  stamps  at  one  hundred  doUnts. 
The  amonnt  of  duties  collected  on  stBm[B  w 
something  less  than  six  months  is  $5,201.  Sup- 
posing the  amount  for  twelve  months  to  be  ie» 
thousand  dollars,  at  four  per  cent.,  his  emolumeiii 
would  be  four  hgndred  ddlara.  Add  to  this  oM 
per  cent,  upon  other  stamp  duties  received  fr<« 
the  collectors,  and,  instead  of  the  supervisor  re- 
ceiving 8800,  it  would  be  found  he  would  reee"" 
at  least  $1,500. 

Hr.  G.  said,  he  vesierday  stated  to  the  Coa- 
mitiee  of  the  Whole  the  amouat  of  emolninW 
received  by  the  diSerenI  supervisors  of  the  U"''"^ 
States.  There  was  one  item,  however,  "*''^^ 
could  not  lake  into  consideration,  because  IMJ* 
was  no  return  before  the  House  from  wlncl"  "* 
could  take  it.  This  was  the  ailowanee  upoi  *^ 
tificfltes  for  wines,  dtc,,  which,  as  sUted  by  IM 
Supervisor  of  South  Carolina  himself,  was,  intK 
year  1796,  $241;  in  1797,  $393 ;  in  1788,  !»*■ 


.dbyGoogle 


fflSTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


JinFABT.  1799.] 


Thit  arnooat  will,  of  course,  be  coniidermblf 
larger  in  the  cities  of  New  York  &ad  Philadelphia 
UuD  in  Charlenoa.  He  luppoaed  in  ibe«e  (owns 
lix  or  seren  handred  dollars  woald  accrue  lo  the 
superv^isOT  from  this  source. 

Mr.  a.  regretted  that  tbe  House  btd  not  fet 
had  laid  befute  it  an  aDaual  return  on  thia  subject, 
directed  to  be  laid  before  them  in  the  Diontb  of 
December.  If  that  waa  before  them,  he  appre- 
hended Terr  different  eoDcliuioiu  micnt  be  drawn 
from  it.  Gram  what  can  be  drawn  Irom  les*  au- 

In  reUiion  lo  the  Saperritor  of  this  State,  he 
had  yesterday  staled  that  his  emolumenta  are 
SM^  incliMing  what  will  arise  from  the  la.ad 
tax.  To  this  Kun  mutt  be  added  about  t7&0, 
iriting  from  certificates;  also  the  allowance  on 
the  stamp  daties.  which,  if  they  amount  to  thirty- 
»iU,  at  fonr  per 


ax  thou  Abd  dollars  a  y 


upwards  of  S^i^OO,  and  also  one 
eat.  uDon  stamp  dotica  received  from  the  eollee- 
tors,  wnich,  he  supposed,  would  leave  another  one 
hnudred  dc4lan,  making  the  whole  of  the  emolu' 
meats  of  this  cAce  $7,400. 

What  are  the  eipaaaes  of  this  officer?  We 
have  not  these  from  himself,  but  from  a  clerk  in 
hi)  office.  Clerks  and  <^ee  rem  are  eBtimated  at 
11,500;  and  that  ma  additional  clerk  will  be  ne- 
«eMary  on  account  of  the  stamp  doty,  so  chat,  al- 
lowing this  clerk  10  be  neceMary.  nine  hundred 
dolUn  a  year  will  be  cleared  from  these  stamps 
tkwe.  He  supposed  his  emoluments  would 
amount  to  a  neii  Hf^Wa  year  This  c&ca,  laid 
Mr.  Q.,  does  not  live  wholly  in  this  city,  and  his 
Fxpenies  oogbi  not  to  be  caleolated  as  being 
oNiged  to  live  here;  and  if  he  pays  a  larger  tum 
&)r  clerk  hire,  because  he  is  himself  ahs«il,  this 
expenae  oaght  not  to  induce  a  larger  allowance. 
Ut  had  no  doubt  the  office  is  well  kept;  he  men- 
tioDed  this  circumilaoce  only  becatue  it  will  ce*- 
Uinly  be  neecwary  to  pay  more  for  eterka  whMi 
the  taperviMMr  himself  is  not  present,  than  if  he 
was  to  attend  bis  duly  himaeli. 

This  remark  Mr.  G.  believed  applicable  to  most 
of  tbe  Urge  States.  He  did  not  know  that  it  was 
ueeeBsry  for  these  tficers  to  live  in  large  cities, 
••  a  great  portion  of  the  internal  dnties  is  not  col- 
lated there.  Reaidiog  in  cities  is,  therefore,  a 
matter  of  choice  with  auperviaors. 

Thia  morning,  said  Mr.  O..  we  iiavc  had  pre- 
•eaied  a  petition  from  York  county,  in  which 
eomplaiac  is  nude  against  oartain  taxes,  with 
which,  however,  he  had  no  doubt  they  would 
cheerfully  acquiesce,  if  they  were  convinced  that 
Uey  are  necessary ;  but,  at  the  time  thev  prny 
ikai  a  system  of  ecooomy  may  be  adopted,  he  did 
QDt  thick  it  would  be  good  policy,  or  isat  it  would 
uertaie  their  affection  for  the  law,  to  tell  them 
M  the  tame  day  that  their  petition  is  presented 
uiBivesre  about  to  allow  fonr  per  cent,  on  the 
cotleeiionDf  the  stamp  duty;  that  in  so  doing  the 
greaieii  ineqtialilv  would  be  produced  between 
the  tUovance  made  to  the  officers  of  large  and  of 
fraall  States.  To  do  this  might  induce  an  opin- 
MD  tbat  tans  u«  raised  for  the  Mke  of  giving 
wge  nUries  to  those  who  collect  them. 


With  respect  to  the  stamp  tax,  Mr.  G.  said,  no 
tax  could  be  collected  cheaper  than  it,  being  a 
mere  matter  of  sale  and  receipt  of  money.  Ac- 
cordiDgly  we  find,  when  this  law  naised,  it  «a* 
supposed  that  the  duty  could  be  collected  for  five 
per  cent.,  and  yet  we  now  find  six  per  cent,  given 
to  the  eollectors,  one  per  cent,  to  the  supervisor, 
and  one  and  a-half  per  ceot-  to  the  inspector. 

Mr.  G.  said,  his  great  objection  to  iliis  amend- 
ment was  ila  inequality.  He  hoped  it  would, 
therefore,  be  rejeeied.  and  a  more  equal  priuciple 
be  introduced  in  its  place. 

Mr.  Otis  believed  the  senileman  from  Penn- 
sylvania would  not  again  have  troubled  the  Housa 
on  this  subject,  aDless  he  had  flattered  himself 
thai  some  gentlemen  who  represent  some  of  tha 
smaller  States  had  been  affected  by  the  wish  which 
he  hikd  expressed,  of  increasing  the  compensaiton 
of  the  officers  of  those  States;  but,  seeing  thi^ 
though  his  object  is  very  different,  for  he  believed 
it  was  to  starve  the  officers  of  all  the  States,  he 
had  again  brought  the  matter  before  the  House. 
The  gentleman  compiaiiu  of  want  of  information. 
Have  not  the  snjjieiriscirB  from  difierent  parts  of 
the  Union  petitioned  the  House  for  two  years 
past,  and  sent  statements  of  iheir  accounts  f  and 
die  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  has  siusled  out 
tbne  officers  as  not  being  sufficiently  paia.  and  as 
being  unable  to  support  ibemselTes  witliout  aa 
advance  of  pay.  What  says  tbe  geotleman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  thin?  He  says  it  is  all  loose  in- 
formation, and  that  the  statements  which  ke  gives 
to  the  House  are  only  to  be  depended  upon.  Al- 
low him  his  own  data,  and  he  will  make  results; 
but  Mr.  O.  believed  the  proper  data  was  the  ia- 
formation  received  from  the  Secretary  of  th« 
Treasury. 

With  respect  lo  the  error  of  the  Supervisor  of 
South  Carolina,  he  could  not  correct  it ;  but  ha 
believed  that  gentleman  incapable  of  such  incoit- 
sisteney  as  the  gentleman  bas  stated.  He  sup- 
posed the  supervisor  had  drawn  bis  statement 
from  correct  data,  and  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  taken  his  from  what  he  guesses  to 
be  conect.  Yesterday,  the  gentleman  told  the 
committee  that  the  Supervisor  of  this  State  is  in 
the  receipt  of  emoluments  from  bis  office  of  a 
clear  93,(>M)  a  year;  to-day  he  saya  it  is  (4,000; 
and  there  could  be  little  doubt,  if  this  subject  en- 
gaged tbe  House  a  few  days  longer,  he  would 
bring  irrefragable  proof  that  it  is  $10,000. 

But  we  have,  said  Mr.  O.,  a  return  from  thia 
officer  himself,  and  be  tells  yon  that,  exclusively 
of  the  stamp  duty,  it  is  from  twelve  lo  fifteen 
hundred  dollar*.  But  the  gentleman  slates  thai 
this  account  is  not  given  by  himself,  but  by  a  clerk. 
Can  we  have  better  iaforTOaiion,said  Mr.  0.,  than 
that  of  the  clerk  who  keeps  the  accounts  of  the 
riHce'J  Mr.  O.  denied  that  it  was  likely  tbe  stamp 
duty  in  the  Supervisor'B  office  in  this  State  would 
be  $36,000  a  year,  though  it  had  beeti  $18,000  in 
thefirstsiimonths.owingto  circumstances  which 
had  already  been  mentioned.  Perhaps,  however, 
it  might  be'  $30,000,  which  would  produce  $1,200, 
at  four  per  cent;  and  it  appears  tbat  the  clerk 
hire  in  tni*  business  bad  taun  the  whole  of  this, 
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BO  that  notbiDg 


for  the  superfiaor  but  0\ 


netl  sum  of  tBO  or  {100. 
From  rhe  maQaer  in  which  the  geatlemaa  had 

rkea  of  the  Supervisor  of  PennsylvaQia,  it  would 
losi  Beem  that  he  had  some  penon&l  dislike  to 
him.  This  officer,  said  Mr.  O.,  la  compelled  to  go 
to  and  from  the  city ;  and,  if  he  employs  a  capa- 
ble persoo  io  his  office,  it  is  not  material  whether 
lie  be  himself  there,  or  in  hii  owa  county,  lulling 
those  disquietudes  which  bare  been  industriously 
raised  amooff  a  set  of  people  who  are  well  dis- 
Dosed  towaTUs  this  Oovernment ;  for  his  owa  part, 
ite  should  be  ioclined  to  pay  him  better  on  this 

With  regard  to  tbe  complaints  of  the  people,  be 
had  the  same  idea  with  the  gentleman  fromTeuu' 
s^Wania  of  them — that  they  are  unreasonable; 
since  the  taxes  which  are  laid  are  unarojdable.  and 
fairly  and  equally  imposed,  and  are  for  the  support 
of  toe  liberty  and  independeuce  of  the  couutrr. 
Mr.  O.  said  he  would  not  inquire  into  the  origm 
of  these  petitions.  Id  some  instances,  they  doubt- 
less arose  from  an  examination  of  the  subject ;  but 
in  others,  they  are  the  work  of  malcontents,  who 
complain  because  they  ere  disposed  to  make  diffi- 
culties; and  too  many  follow  these  file-leaders, 
and  sign  petitions  and  remonstrances,  which,  if  he 
mistook  not,  they  would  hereafter,  when  they  see 
matters  in  their  true  light,  be  glad  to  unsay  and 
oonlradicL 

Mr.  Habtley  said  if  all  the  statements  which 
his  colleaone  (Mr.  Galla-tik)  had  made  were  like 
that  whicn  related  to  the  residence  of  the  Supervi- 
sor of  Pennsylvania,  they  would  be  indeed  mcor- 
rect ;  for  though  the  family  of  thalg enileman  lives 
at  Yorktown,  he  vras  himself  four-nfths  of  his  lime 
in  this  city.  This  officer,  Mr.  H.  said,  had  much 
disagreeable  duty  to  perform,  and  be  was  sure  that 
his  constituents  would  wish  him  to  be  well  paid. 

Mr.  Harper  observed  that  there  was  nothing 
new  in  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, except  two  points,  one  of  which  was  rela- 
lire  to  the  residence  of  Sn  per  visors,  and  the  other  to 
the  statement  of  tbe  officer  of  South  Carolina.  He 
says  these  officers  are  not  obliged  by  law  to  reside 
in  laree  towns ;  but,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  law  gives 
them  autieN  to  perform  which  makes  it  necessary 
for  them  to  spend  tbe  greater  part  of  their  time 
there ;  and  the  gentleman  cannot  suppose  that  the 
Supervisor  of  this  State  would  be  constantly  ridins 
backward  and  forward  between  York  county  and 
this  city,  if  he  was  not  obliged  to  keep  his  office. 
If  the  residence  of  the  family  of  this  gentleman  in 
the  country  proves  anything,  it  proves  that  his 
office  will  not  support  them  in  town,  and  that  his 
compensation  ought  to  be  increased.  Could  it  be 
supposed  that  the  Supervisor  of  Maryland  had 
made  inroads  upon  bis  fortune  from  his  desire  to 
live  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  though  his  duty  did 
not  require  it  1  Certainly  noL  Mr.  H.  could  not 
see  why  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  should 
have  stated  to  the  House,  that  when  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Revenue  sent  to  the  office  of  the 
Supervisor  he  was  not  in  town,  except 


glance  indirectly  at  the  manner  in  which  (he  busi- 
ness of  that  office  is  done ;  and  as  that  gentlemu 
frequently  told  the  House  be  does  nothing  without 
a  reason,  be  could  see  no  other  reason  he  coold 
have  had  for  it. 

With  respect  to  tbe  Supervisor  of  South  Caro- 
la  having  taken  $1,200  as  an  average,  it  was  not 
_-i  error,  but  the  average  allowance  receiyed  from 
1791  to  1798.  He  may,  indeed,  have  been  wroag 
io  not  having  taken  the  average  of  the  three  or  font 
last  past  vears,  instead  of  tbe  seven.  He  believed 
himself  this  would  have  been  most  proper.  What 
is  the  resulil  That  S300  ought  to  be  added  to 
the  $800  which  he  had  suted  to  be  the  amount  (d 
his  emoluments,  which  woold  make  81,100,  which 
as  sure  could  not  be  thought  a  suffici^it  allow- 

for  such  an  officer-     Bnt  (be  gentlemaa  savs, 

tbe  Supervisor  ought  to  hare  added  MOO  more  for 
the  stamp  duties,  and  1 100  as  arisinc  from  moneys 
received  by  the  collectors.  Was  he  to  blame  fat 
not  having  done  this,  when  he  did  not  know  what 
would  be  allowed  1 

[Mr.  Gali^atim  said  he  did  not  say  he  was  to 
blame  on  this  account,  but  for  having  staled  at 
$1,200  what  be  must  know  ought  to  have  been 
«1,500.] 

No,  Mr.  H.  said,  the  gentleman  did  not  blame 

m  alone,  but  everybody  else  must  do  it  from  the 
_anner  in  which  Ine  gentleman  expressed  him- 
self. We  contend,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  4  per  cent, 
onghl  to  be  allowed,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  calculates  what  he  would  receive, 
if  this  was  the  case,  but  himself  opposes  it.  He 
hoped  4  per  cent,  would  be  allowed. 

Mr.  PiHCKNBY  wished  to  say  a  word  or  two 
with  respect  to  what  had  fallen  from  ibe  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania.  There  might  have  been 
an  error  in  judgment,  in  the  Supervisor  of  South 
Carolina,  in  lakmgtheaveragewhichhe  had  taken; 
but  if  reference  was  had  to  what  he  has  aciually 
received  for  his  services,  >t  will  be  found  he  has  by 
no  means  received  an  adequate  allowance ;  and  on 
thataccouDt,  said  Mr.  P.,  we  ought  rather  to  go  be- 
yond what  may  be  strictly  a  sufiicient  allowance, 
m  order  to  make  amends  for  past  deficiencies.  In 
time  past  it  appears  his  emoluments  have  only 
been  from  $700  to  (800  a  year,  and  the  utmost 
allowance  now  proposed  is  91,500;  and  he  asked 
whether  any  man  conld  support  a  family  for  less 
than  this  in  the  city  of  Charlesion  1  He  thought 
he  ought  at  least  to  have  82,000.  He  conceived 
it  bad  policy  to  withhold  a  competent  allowance 
from  the  officers  of  tbe  public.  As  to  the  commis- 
sion arising  from  tbe  direct  tax,  it  ought  not  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  asapennameni  allow- 
ance, as  it  was  only  laid  for  one  year,  and  no  one 
could  say  it  would  be  continued. 

Mr,  QALLATTNinsisted  that  the  statements  he  had 
made  were  taken  from  official  documents.  And 
to  show  that  the  allowance  to  the  Supervisor  of  this 
State  was  what  he  had  mentioned,  ne  enumerated 
the  items  as  follows : 

Salary  ....    »i;SOO 

.  Allowance  for  clerk-hire      -  -         800 

Commission  from  duty  on  distilled 
sprits  ...  -       1,744 
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Commmiou  on  all  ttie  other  iatemal 

datin        -  -  •  -         235 

CommiuioQ  on  Uod  tai      -  •       1,186 

Tout  -  -  -    >5,165 

Tbese,  stid  Hi.  O.,  ut  BOi  loose  calculktiom. 
I  tm  not  in  the  habit  of  drairingcoacliiaiDD;*  from 
Iww  Mleolations.  When  I  hate  no  infonaatioD 
on  auibiect,  lam  silent;  and  beeanae  I  had  no  data 
00  vhieD  to  aacertoio  the  amoant  reeeired  from 
mtificaiM,  I  was  Bileamith  respect  to  i hem.  But 
iliu  momiDg  a  staiemeot  with  respect  to  diem  bad 
been  receiTed.  Mr.  G.  said  he  oad  selected  the 
oSceis  of  PenusylvaDia,  in  order  to  shew  the  ooe- 
IDtl  manner  io  which  a  pei-ceotage  allowance 
WDnld  operate;  and  so  far  from  ezteoding  his  gen- 
Bil  remark!  to  the  officer  of  Soutb  Cirolina,  he 
iboqKbt  bis  salary  ought  to  be  full  as  much  as  it 
WQuld  be  made  by  allowing  him  4  per  cent,  on  the 
Uunp  duties,  and,  of  course,  that  all  those  who 
receire  less  than  him  receire  too  little. 

h  Telalion  to  iha  (Acer  of  Peuasylvaaia.  whom 
iie  bad  selected  for  the  reason  which  he  had  staled, 
kehad  been  aalonisbed  to  hear  it  said  that  he  had 
made  inTidions  remarks  with  respect  to  that  |[en- 
tltmu.  He  wished  to  know  how  it  could  be 
deemed  invidious  to  slate  faeii  relative  to  ibeemol- 
lUDeuis  received  bv  one  of  our  officers,  at  the  same 
line  thai  be  stated  the  office  was  well  filled.  Mr. 
G.  aid  be  bad  not  ibe  least  personal  disrespect  for 
u  objeciioD  to  him.  The  only  reason  why  he  had 
ineQiioiied  this  officer's  spending  a  pari  uf  his  time 
in  Yetk  county  was,  that  he  must  necessarily  pay 
more  for  clerk-htre  during  hia  absence  than  he 
Mbrrwise  would  have  occasion  to  do. 

But  ibe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  informs 
ibeHoQselhatthisofficeiisbetteremployediD  York 
couDty^than  he  could  be  in  his  office  at  Philadel- 
pbia.[Mr.OTis  denied  having  said  so.]  TheHouae 
•oujd  recollect,  Mr.  Q.  raid,  that  the  gentleman 
•poki  of  tbi*  officer's  being  in  York  eouniy  doioK 
>ny  those  groundless  objections  which  appeared 
u  oiiit  there  to  some  of  our  laws ;  so  that  it  seems, 
Mid  Mr.  G^  that  one  of  the  reasons  why  an  addi- 
Iniul  salary  sboald  be  allowed  to  our  officers  is. 
Doi  on  account  of  their  attending  lo  their  duty  as 
Supndsurs,  but  on  accooni  of  some  extra  duty, 
*bich  iheir  office  does  not  oblige  them  to  do.  Of 
wbii  winre  is  this  duty  7  It  is  to  correct  the  errors 
or  tbtptoplcof  York  county  as  to  certain  politi- 
al  irnuu;  to  gire  them  lectures  on  the  laws;  not 
"oij  the  dniy  of  acquiescing  io  them ;  not  only 

CnUy  toobey  them— because  they  have  always 
inclined  to  do  this — but  Io  teach  them  that 
■heir  opiaions  with  respect  to  ihem  are  wrong. 
As  ibis  ik  not  a  duty  enjoined  upon  any  of  the  Su- 
pcrviMn,  he  did  not  think  it  ought  to  be  used  a^ 
u  st^anjtnt  for  advancing  their  emolumentii. 
Nor  did  be  know  in  what  they  were  better  calco- 
laied  lo  convince  the  people  of  their  errors  than 
other  moiiemen.  As  an  individual,  Mr.  G.  said  he 
<ba  beliere  that  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  York 
wanty  ii  correct.  With  respect  to  the  grievance 
ibey  eomfdain  of.  in  the  direct  tax,  he  had  always 
been  for  placing  laud  and  bouses  on  the  name  foot- 


ing, which  would  have  avoided  the  evil  they  coot' 
plain  of. 

Mr.  O.  did  not  wish  to  see  this  officer  receive 
more  pay  than  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or 
the  Comminsioner  of  the  Revenue,  who  are  eer- 
lainly  bis  superior  officers. 

Mr.  Oris  said  he  did  not  make  any  positive 
asseniOD  with  respect  lo  the  officer  of  Pennsvlva' 
niB;and  the  only  information  he  badoa  the  subject 
fell  from  the  geoilemBD  from  Pennsylvania  him- 
self, in  couversaiioc.  In  followina:  him  it  seems 
he  had  fallen  into  mistake.  This  be  allowed  was 
natural  enough,  and  be  would  be  careful  how  he 
followed  him  again. 

Mr.  O.  said,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
had  made  bis  calculations  from  what  the  officer 
of  this  State  received  laai  year,  which  was  more 
than  any  preceding  one.  He  believed  that  tSOO 
ought  Id  be  deducted  on  accnnnt  of  clerk-hire  for 
the  land  lax  duty ;  and  when  this  was  done,  and 
all  the  other  expenses  deducted,  it  would  only 
leave  «3,418. 

Mr.  Habtlet  denied  that  this  officer  was  em- 
ployed in  York  county  as  had  been  represented. 

Mr.  GiLLTiK  said  that  he  might,  for  aught  he 
knew,  have  said  something  io  jest  over  one  of  the 
fires,  and  in  private  conversation;  but  he  denied 
altogether  having  given  or  )H«tended  to  give  any 
ioformaiion  on  the  subject.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  bad  upon  the  Boor  argued  on  a  sup- 
position that  the  fact  was  so,  and  was  the  only 
person  who  had  made  the  assertion  his  own.  As 
to  himself,  he  knew  loo  well  the  respect  due  lo 
any  gentleman,  and  to  himself,  lo  assert  in  his  place 
as  a  fact  what  he  did  noi  know,  or  to  repeat  any 
jest  thai  he  mi^ht  have  overheard  in  private  con- 
versBiion.  And  in  what  be  had  said  h'^  only  fol- 
lowed and  answered  the  argument  openly  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  He  then 
called  ihe  yeas  and  nays.  They  were  taken,  and 
the  question  for  filling  ibe  blanVwiih  4  per  cent, 
was  carried— 49  to  40,  as  follows: 

Yi*a— John  Allsn,  Bailey  Butlett,  James  A.  Bajaid, 
Jimaibsn  Brace,  David  Brook%  8la[diien  Bullock,  Ohxi^ 
to|ih«  G.  Champlin,  James  Cochran,  William  Craik, 
John  Dmnii,  Geoise  Dent,  Willkm  Edmond,  Thomas 
Evina,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Poatec,  Jonatbsn  Freeman. 
Nathaniel  Fieemsn,  jr.,  Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Good- 
rich, William  Gordon,  Roger  Griawold,  William  Bany 
Grove,  Robert  Goodlos  Harper,  Thomai  Hartley,  Wit. 
lism  Hinduan,  Hesekish  L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Iml^, 
John  Wilkes  Kitlera,  Samuel  Lyman,  Jamss  MacUr, 
Daniel  Morgan,  Laviis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis, 
baac  Parker,  TbiKnss  Pin^ney,  John  Rmlsdge,  Jr., 
JamM  Schureman,  Hamnsl  Bewail,  William  8b<^iud, 
Thomai  Sianid^siM),  Samnsl  Smith,  Fels|  Bpngns, 
Richard  Sprigg.OeoiiteThalcbar,  Rjehard  Thomas,  John 
E.  Van  Alen,  Pelsg  Wadsworth,  Robert  Wain,  and  John 
WiUiama. 

Nais— Abrahsm  Baldwin,  David  Bsrd,  Thomas 
Blount,  Robert  Bri'wn,  Ssmuel  J.  Cabell,  Thomas  Cb»- 
borne,  William  Charles  Cote  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay, 
lohn  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  Jcssph  EgglMon,  Locs« 
Elmendorf,  WilUam  Findlay,  Albert  Gallatin,  Jantas 
Gilleapie,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hanni,  ('liter  B. 
Harrison,   Jonilhan  N.  Havana,  Joasph  Hciiler,  David 
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HoImM,  Edward  LiTinptoD,  Muthaw  Locke,  Natlun- 
iel  Macon,  Williani  MittbewB,  JoMph  McDowdl,  Jdiii 
Nidii^u,  lamh  Parker,  Toffipami  J.  Sluntwr,  William 
Bioiih,  Richard  Dobtia  Spaigbt,  Richard  StaoTord,  Tbo- 
mw  Sninter,  HaritThaDwon,  TliomaaTiUiDgiuut,AbtMa 
Tr^,  John  Trigg,  Joaepli  B.  Vainuin,  AbiahimVon- 
■bl^  and  Kobeit  WiUiama. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroaied  for  a 
thirdreadiDgto-morrow. 

Thea  the  House  adjourned 

Friday,  February  1. 


Mr.  J.  Parker,  from  the  Naral  Commitiee,  re 
ported  the  followiog  bills,  viz: 

A  bill  for  BUgmeDiiog  the  Navy,  and  fixing  the 
ptty  of  CaptaJDs  of  shipa  or  vessels  of  war. 

A  bill  authorizing  the  establish ment  of  docks, 

A  bill  amborizing  the  purchase  of  timber  foi 
naval  purposes. 
These  bills  were  severally  twice  read  and  corn- 
Mr.  RoTLEnoE,  from  the  commitiee  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  proposing  to  make  an 
extra  allowaoce  to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  on  ac- 
count of  his  sickness  during  the  last  session,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  his  relief,  which  was  committed. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  stamp  duty  imposed  on  for- 
eign bills  of  exchange  and  bills  of  lading,  and  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  stamp  act,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  the  blanks  being  filled,  was  passed. 
This  act  is  to  take  place  after  the  31st  day  of 
March  next. 

Mr.  S.  Smitb,  fron  the  Commitiee  of  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  to  r^rulate  the  collection  of  duties 
on  impost  and  tonnaoe.  which  was  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

COLLECTION  Of  DIRECT  TAX. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Smith,  the  House  went 
into  a  Commilteeof  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend 
the  act  to  provide  for  the  valuation  of  lands  and 
dwelling-houses,  and  the  enumeration  of  slares 
within  the  United  Stales.  The  first  clause  of  ihis 
bill  authorized  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
augment  in  cases  where  he  may  find  it  necnsary 
the  compensation  fixed  for  principal  and  assistant 
assessors  by  the  preheat  law,  so  that  no  principal 
or  assistant  assessors  shall,  in  any  case,  receive 
more  than  two  dollars  per  day,  exclusive  of  an 
allowance,  also  made  in  the  second  section  of  this 
bill,  for  clerk  hire  to  the  principal  assesur,  of  one 
dollar  per  day. 

On  inquiry,  it  appeared  that  the  principal  asses- 
sors have,  by  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  one-and-a- 
half  dollar  per  day  allowed  them ;  and  the  other 
assessors  one-and-a-half  dollar  whilst  collecting, 
and  one  dollar  when  otherwise  emploved. 

This  bill,  adiancing  the  pay  oi  tbe  assessors, 
originates  from  complaints  from  the  Stateof  Maty- 
land,  thai  persons  cannot  be  got  to  perform  the 
office  for  the  sum  atlowed,aDd  that,  in  consequence, 
in  many  parts  of  that  State,  no  steps  have  been 


taken  to  carry  this  law  into  execution.  This  Ticl 
was  stated  by  Messrs.  S.  Smith,  Craik,  Stmoa, , 
aod  MiTTBEwe,  Representatives  from  that  Stile. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  strike  out  two  doUin, 
for  the  purpose  of  inserting  three ;  but  this  moiiM  I 
was  superseded  by  one  made  by  Mr.  ViHMirM  IP 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill.  | 

He  thought  the  present  allowance  quite  uti- 
cient,  and  rather  more  than  enough ;  thai  no  cant- 1 

eaint  has  been  made  from  any  other  part  of  ibt 
nioQ ;  that  he  could  not  agree  to  allow  the  See 
retary  of  the  Treasury  a  power  to  pay  the  officcn 
in  Maryland  more  than  is  paid  to  the  nine  oSeta 
in  other  parts  of  the  Union;  and  he  could  not  cm- 
sent  10  raise  the  pay  of  the  whole,  when  tbey  tn. 
excepting  ihe  case  mentioned,  perfectly  stiitGtl 
with  what  is  now  allowed.  Mr.  V.  saw  no  nects- 
siiy  for  clerk-hire ;  if  a  clerk  wne  to  be  allaviti 
the  office  of  principal  assessors,  be  said,  would  be- 
come a  sinecure ;  that  noihing  would  make  the 
tax  so  unpopular  as  thus  to  increase  the  eipmac 
□f  collection ;  aod  that  out  of  two  millions  of  dot- 
lars  raised,  not  more  than  one  million  would  Goii 
its  way  into  the  Treasury.  This  opinion  wu  sup- 
ported generally  by  Messrs.  Vehablb,  McDaw- 

ELI,  SbBPAHD,  J.  WlLLIAMB,  ThATCHEE,T.  CuI- 
BORNB,  and  FlHULBY. 

The  necessity  of  the  increase  was  advocated  hj 
Messrs.  S,  Smith,  Oordon.  Craix,  PincMet. 
Harpeh,  and  Otih,  as  absolutely  necessary,  if  ihe 
tax  was  to  be  collected  in  Maryland ;  that  it  wotild 
not  be  necessary  to  advance  tne  pay  of  the  offices 
inany  otherparlsof  iheUoion;  but  that.  □wiu[t'> 
the  extent  or  the  districts  in  Maryland,  and  trom 
other  causes,  persons  could  not  be  induced  to  per- 
form this  duty  without  the  proposed  advance, 

After  a  great  deal  of  conversation  on  the  sat 
ject,  the  motion  for  striking  out  the  section,  m 
negatived — 45  to  41.  The  committee  then  rose, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

REMONSTRANCE  OF  OEOROU. 

On  motion  of  Mr.BALnwiN,  the  House rfsolvsd 
itself  into  a  Cointmltee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report 
of  a  select  committee  ou  the  petition  and  reTnoQ- 
strance  of  the  Lwlslature  of  Georgia;  and  ihe 
resolution  reporlefTby  that  committee  being  oais 
consideration,  its  adoption  was  opposed  princlpsllf 
by  Mr.  Allen. 

Mr.  NicHOLAB  thought  the  following  resolutico 
would  be  less  exceptionable  than  the  one  (epan») 
and  it  was  agreed  to — 55  votes  being  in  its  favot- 

"  JZooAwd,  Tb«t  piovinoD  oaght  to  bs  made  by  li«  if 
complying  with  sudt  treaty  as  the  President  of  the  Ua|| 
ted  States  may  think  proper  to  make  with  the  CrMi 
Indians,  and  for  obtaimug  poaacsdoa,  in  behalf  of  ™ 
Stats  of  Georgia,  of  th«  lands  lying  within  the  cvaXi 
of  TatlaaMa,  or  other  landa  on  the  frontier  of  (be  «» 
Stale,  which  may  be  deemed  equivalent  Ihereto,  ind  llist 
dollars  he  appropriated  theretbr." 

The  committee  rose,  and,  after  some  furil<ef 
remarks  from  Mr.  Allen,  the  resolution  was  tM- 
curred  in — 59  votes  being  in  its  favor.  It  wa»ib«» 
referred  to  the  select  committee  to  report  a  bill' 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 
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Mr.  Habper,  fTom  the  CommillfiiofWays  am 
Meaov  made  the  followiDg  reports.  tIz: 

A  a«w  bill  for  regulating  tbe  cumpensaiton  o 
tierki; 

A  bill  making  addiiioual  coiDpeDsatioD  Tor  the 

K«r  17d9,  to  certoio  officers  ol  the  Senate  and 
ouse  of  Representatives  of  (he  United  States; 

A  bill  making  appropriatioru  for  the  support 
oflhe  NaTf  Establishmeot  for  the  year  1799; 
Wbich  bills  were  severally  twice  read  and  corn- 
Mr.  McClenachan  presented  a  petition  and 
rtmoaiirance  from  1,210  inhabitaott  of  the  county 
of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws,  which  they  deem  uoconstiu- 
tJODil.    Referred  as  usual. 

BICK  AND  DISABLED  SEAMEN. 
Mr.  PiHCEMET  moved  thai  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed [o  inquire  whether  any  and  what  ameud- 
ments  are  necessary  in  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
>ick  and  disabled  seamen,  and  thai  they  have  power 
U)  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  He  said,  there  is  a 
provisioD  in  the  present  law,  directing  that  all  the 
money  collected  within  a  district  shali  be  eipend' 
ed  within  the  same,  in  carrying  which  into  effect 
ineoDvenience  has  been  experienced,  from  the 
nnallDess  of  the  districts  under  the  revenue  system. 
It  would  be  necessary,  therefore,  either  to  repeal 
ihal  provision,  or  enlarge  the  districts.  Some 
doubialsoexiiited  whether  seameo  of  the  Navy  are 
admissible  into  the  hospitals  to  be  provided  uoder 
this  law.  He  hoped,  therefore,  a  committee  would 
be  appointed.     Agreed  to. 

COLLECTION  OF  DIRECT  TAXES. 
The  House  again  resblved  itself  iotoaCom- 
miitee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  (be  act 
Fm  valnJDg  (he  lands  and  dwelling-houses  of  the 
United  Suies,  and  for  the  enumeration  of  slaves; 
wbea 

Ur.  8.  Smith  moved  to  strike  out  two,  for  the 
purpose  of  inserting  three,  making  the  allowance 
<o  the  issessorn  three  dollars. 

Mr.CHAiKsecouded  the  motion.  Hebelieved  that 
witbont  this  allowance  no  tax  could  be  collected 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  since  no  part  of  the  tax 
conld  be  laid  until  all  the  assessments  are  made. 
Mr.  C.  believed  (he  allowance  was  thought  too 
■niall  is  other  parts  of  the  Union  also. 

Mr.  NicBOLA*  had  hoped  the  gentleman  from 

Maryland  would  have  been  satisfied  with  double 

|bc  illawance  for  the  assessors  in  Maryland,  that 

ii  allowed  to  any  other, 

Mr.  McDowell  spoke  also  against  the  allow- 

Mr.  W*LH  was  in  favor  of  the  advance;  he  be- 
lieved the  present  pay  too  small,  and  that  the  as- 
sessors in  tliis  city  had  undertaken  the  business 
'norefrooi  personal  respect  to  (he  Commissioner 
(nan  from  any  o(her  reason.  If  (bis  was  agreed  to, 
Bethooldbetorditpensiagwith  the  clerk  provided 
by  the  next  section  for  tl^  principal  a-tsessorii. 

Mr.  Qallatih  said,  he  voted  against  the  strik- 
5lh  Con.— 90 


ing  out  of  this  section,  not  because  be  thought 
the  present  allowance  too  small,  but  because  be 
knew  the  fact  that  ihe  assessments  are  uo(  made 
in  certain  parts  uf  Maryland,  and  that  the  (ax  cajl- 
not  be  laid  until  the  wbule  of  the  assessmen(s  are 
made.  He  therefore  saw  the  necessity  of  making 
someadvance.  Hewas,however,Bliogetheragain*l 
this  amendment.  It  appeared  very  myiiterioua  to 
him  that  though  assessors  were  readily  found  to 
do  (he  business  for  ihe  sum  allowed,  in  those  parts 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  which  are  only  sepa- 
rated from  these  districts  of  Maryland  by  an  at* 
bitrary  line,  persons  ctunnot  be  obtained  to  do  th« 
business  there.  As  to  what  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Walk)  had  stated,  of  assessors  having  undertaken 
the  business  in  thiacity,priDcIpally  out  of  penooal 
respect  to  the  Commiv'i loner,  he  could  scarcely 
think  (ha[  was  the  ca.se ;  since,  for  doing  the  same 
kind  of  business,  the  State  only  pays  its  officer* 


whose  duty  is  the  same  with  that  of 
the  principal  assessors,  receives  from  the  Slate 
of  Pennsylvania  %\  33^.  In  voting  against  strikinf 
out  ibis  section,  he  proposed  to  iotroducean  amend- 
ment, providing  that  the  additional  compeusatioD 
shall  noibe  made  to  any  person  wbobasatptesenl 
accepted  (he  office. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  said,  the  fact  which  had  been 
•lated,  might  appear  less  mysterious  to  (he  genlle- 
nan  from  Peoosylvania,  when  he  informed  the 
lommittee  (hat,  aooul  two  years  ago,  the  Slate  of 
Maryland  passed  a  law  for  levymg  a  direct  tax, 
and  allowed  to  theasses^ursof  each  district  $106; 
though  this  business  was  simple,  and  the  present 
'ssments  complex,  only  S45  are  here  allowed. 
Another  reason, iti  the  State  of  Maryland,  no  person 
employed  by  the  State  in  i(»  a^sessmeots,  can  on* 
dertake  the  same  business  for  the  United  Statea. 
He  aopposed  these  the  principal  reasons  for  (he  ex- 
King  difference  between  (his  State  and  others. 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Gordon  that  the  question 
bad  best  be  first  taken  on  striking  out,  it  wasagreed 
to  be  so  taken. 

On  the  question  being  put  to  strike  oat  two,  il 
was  n^fatived— 47  to  34. 

Mr.  Qallatih  then  moved  to  introduce  the 
following  words  into  the  section,  "in  order  lo 
procure  principal  assessors,  where  (be  same  may 

)t  have  been  appointed." 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Habper 
J.  Williams,  Macon  and  VGNAaLE;  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Thatcher, Matthewh,  and  8.  Smith. 

It  was  negatived — 19  votes  only  being  for  it. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  moved  to  make  the  advance 
general  throughout  (he  United  Statea.  He  wished 
-'  have  no  discretion  anywhere  on  this  subject, 

It  in  Congress. 

Only  five  votes  were  in  favor  of  thia  motion. 

Mr.  Thatcheb  saw  no  necessity  for  the  second 
section,  which  provided  a  clerk  of  the  principal 
aissessors;  if  a  man  could  read  and  writ«  he  said, 
he  might  cenaioly  do  Ihe  business  of  this  office 
witbout  a  clerk. 

The  moiion  was  carried,  59  votes  being  in  ita 
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TKe  third  section  then  came  under  consideratiun, 
which  went  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  present  act 
■s  makes  it  necegsaiv  to  take  an  account  of  (he 
windows  in  d  we  I  line-nouses. 

Mr.  Walk  wished  to  propose  na  ameadment  to 
ihis  section.  He  ihoiight  there  are  other  parts  of 
the  9th  section  ot  the  present  law  which  might 
very  well  be  dispensed  wilh,  as  they  tended  only 
to  make  the  law  disagreeable  iu  its  execution,  in 
the  same  way  that  numbering  the  windows  had 
giren  people  an  idea  that  a  leindoiD  tax  was  in 
coDtemplalioD.  The  only  reason  which  he  had 
btard  eiven  for  these  details,  was,  that  they  were 
to  BDMle  the  Commissioners  to  form  an  idea  of  (he 
Tklue  of  houses;  but  be  thought  this  reason  in- 
sufficient, as  he  did  not  believe  any  jusi  opinion  of 
the  value  of  houses  could  be  formed  without  a  per- 
aonal  view  of  them.  The  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
miry,  in  his  letter  To  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  seems  to  hold  out  ibis 
idea.  Mr.  W.  mored  that  the  section  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

"That  so  tnach  oflhe  raid  act  as  requires  the  lues- 
■ora  to  make  the  naiaber  uiddesoiptioii  ofthe  windowa 
of  dwdlmg>hoBM*,  uid  of  the  eimct  dimennoiu  or  area 
of  the  dweUing'honees,  or  other  bnildinfi,  ahijl  be  and 
theaameiiliei^repMled;  and  it  ihaU  be  ihe  duly  of 
auettort  to  require  lueh  a  general  dtitrailion  of  dtoel- 
Ung-houte*  md  other  butldingt,  at  tiey  may  deem 

This  amendment  was  supported  by  Mr.  Bayard 
and  Mr.  J.  Williamb  ;  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Harpeb,  QoRnoN,  Nicholas  and  Reed. 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Nicholas,  that  the  words 
printed  in  italic  were  mure  objectionable  than  the 
present  law  could  be,  Mr.  Waln  withdrew  (hem. 

The  question  was  iben  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  negatived — 32  votes  only  being 
for  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Habpeh,  a  new  section 
added  to  the  bill,  giving  a  power  to  the  Ccnni 
sioners  to  entend  the  time  of  receiving  appeals  by 
the  principal  assessors. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  took 
up  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Walu  moved  an  amendment  to  repeal  that 

Earl  of  the  preaenl  law  which  requires  appeals  (o 
e  made  in  writing,  which,  he  said,  was  found  in- 
eonvenienl  in  some  parts  of  this  Stale ;  carried — 


35  to  29. 

Mr.  Vabncm  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill  (which  makes  the  increase  of 
pay  to  the  assessors,)  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
navs  upon  it. 

Mr.  NiCROLAB  said,  he  should  vote  against'strik- 
ing  out  this  section,  in  hopes  that  an  amendment 
something  like  that  which  the  gentleman  from 
Fennsylvania  proposed  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  would  be  adopted;  but,  if  such  an  amend- 
ment was  not  agreed  to,  he  would  finally  vote 
against  the  passing  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  stood — 
yeas  47,  nays  45,  as  follows ; 

YiAS— AbnduB)  Baldtrin,  David  Bard,  Bailey  But- 
lett,  Robert  Brown,  Stephen  BuUocb,  Samuel  J.  Cabell, 
John  Cbaptnan,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Cbarlea 


N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  David  Holmes,  Willn 
'  >nes,  Edward  Livingston,  Malthsw  Locke,  Ssmue!  Lf- 
■D,  Jamea  Macbir,  Nstbaniol  Macon,  Blait  McCl«ii. 
rhsn,  JoKph  McDowell,  Anthon;  New,  Williui 
Shepard,  Tompaon  J.  Skinner,  William  Smith,  Richu] 
Stanford,  Tbomsa  Sumter,  George  Thatcher,  Hnk 
ThoniwQ,  Abrwn  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  John  E.  Van  Ako, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  JoMph  B.  Vanium,  Abahtn 
Venable.Jahn  Wiliiams,and  Robert  Williaini- 

.  .  1— George  Baer,  jr.,  Jame*  A.  Bayard,  ThoBU 
Blount,  Jonathan  Bnce,  David  Bni^:a,  Chiiitophet  G. 
ChampUn,  James  Cochwi,  Williaio  Craik,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Desuiii,  George  Dent,  William  Edmood, 
Thomas  Evana,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Albnl 
GallHtin,  James  OiUeqiie,  Heniy  Glen,  Chauncey  Good- 
tieh,  William  Gordon,  Roger  Griawold,  John  A.  Bu- 
na, Robert  Qoodloe  Harper,  Thomas  Butley,  Wli- 
liain  Hindman,  Jame*  H.  Imlav ,  William  Hilthen, 
Lawia  H.  Morris,  John  Nicholaa.Hanieon  G.  Olii,!™' 
Parker,  JaBi«h  Parker,  Thomas  Pincknej,  John  KM 
John  Rutledge,  jr.,  James  Schuteman,  Suauel  3«nll- 
Thomu  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Dobh 
Spaight ,  Peleg  Sprague,  Richard  Sprigg,  Richsrd  Th<M- 
ai,  Peleg  Wadawortb,  and  Robert  Wahi. 

The  first  section  being  struck  out,  the  reiTisiDil» 
of  the  bill  underwent  the  necessary  alterations,  in  . 
point  of  form,  and  then  it  was  ordered  to  b«  eo- 
grossed  for  a  third  reading. 

STATE  BALANCES. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  House  resoked 
itself  inlo  a  Committee  of  ihe  Whole  on  (he  amend- 
menls  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  respecting  ce™'" 
balances  due  from  (he  several  States  of  (he  UnitM 
Slates.  The  amendmenLi  were,  first,  thai  the  [iine 
of  erecting  fortifications  should  be  confined  to  fi" 
years;  second,  thai  cessions  should  he  made  oflM 
territory  on  which  any  such  fonifica lions  ssoulil 
be  built. 

Mr.  Bayard  moved  (o  amend  the  first,  by  wding 
"ot  in  the  erection  of  piers  for  the  jtioiecdon  and 
improvement  of  any  port  or  harbor  in  (he  Uoii** 
S(ates."  This  motion  was  negatived— 26  ^i"*' 
only  beiikg  for  it.  , 

Mr.  Cochran  moved  to  strike  out  that  p»iifl= 
(he  amendment  which  requires  a  cession  oi  t''^ 
territory. 

This  motion  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  LiviM" 

BTOH,  J.  WiLuiMS,  Brooks  and  Gallatin;  »" 

opposed  by  Mr  Harper.  , 

Mr.  Bayaro  moved  a  reference  of  this  aniWO' 

meni  to  a  select  committee;  which  was  aegau 

pj 4g  ,Q  g9_ 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  o"'*'^' 
relates  to  cession,  which  was  carried — W  •'^  "■ 


TuEBDAv,  February  b. 
The  House  met  as  usual;  when  the  Clerk  «' 
formed  the  members  present  that  the  °J^  j 
was  indisposed,  and  unable  to  attend  the  '''"' "L 
the  Chair  this  morning,  when  a  motion  »»5."  i 
to  adjourn,  and  the  House  adjourned  accortiog  )■ 
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WBDNESDAy,  Fsbruary  6. 

The  bill  to  ameod  the  act  proTidingfoi  theralna- 

tioD  ofland  and  dwelling-houies  xai  th«  eouroera- 

tion  of  slaTM  within  the  United  States,  was  read 

the  third  time  and  passed. 

IMPORT  AND  TONNA^  DUTIES. 

Od  motioQ  of  Mr.  8.  Smith,  the  House  resoUed 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
to  r^nlate  the  eoUeetiou  of  duties  on  imports  and 
toDDKR.  A  few  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and 
the  hill  being  gone  tbrousb,  the  committee  rose, 
bat  the  SpEA-KEBharing  left  the  Honse,  indisposed, 
DO  report  could  be  made,  and  the  House  was  tQ- 
formally  adjourned  br  the  Clrrk. 

A  sboTi  debate  tooc  place  iu  the  committee  on 
motion  of  Mr.  LiTtHasTOH,  to  exclude  from  duly 
books,  maps,  prints,  or  charts,  imported  for  any 
eollrge,  academy,  or  incorporated  library.  It  w&s 
oppo!«d  prioctpatly  on  tbe  ground  that  tne  subject 
had  been  referred  to  a  select  committee,  who  nad 
not  yet  made  tbeir  report.  The  motion  was  finally 
«itiidrawn. 

THL-RSDAr,  February  7. 

Hr.  RuTLEDOB  made  his  report,  as  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  yesterday,  on  the  bill 
to  regulate  the  eollecuon'of  ine  duties  on  imports 
ud  tonnage;  which  report  wai  taken  up,  the 
ameifdmente  concurred  in.  and  some  others  made. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  MoHRia,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  providing  compensation 
for  mushali,  attoroeys,  jurors  and  witnesses  in  the 
Gonrtsof  the  United  State*;  wnicb  was  committed. 

Mr.  Chuk.  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Pott  Roads,  reported  a  bill  establiihing  tbe 
Post  Office  of  the  United  States,  which  was  com- 

Hr.  PiNCKNEY,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  representation  and  remonstrance  of 
the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  repartedabillappropria- 
ting  a  certain  sum  of  money  for  defraying  ibe  ei- 

Eses  of  holding  a  treaty  or  treaties  with  the 
ians;  which  iras  committed. 

The  House  went  into  a  committee  on  a  bill 
from  Ihe  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Lewis ; 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  ordeied  to  be  read  a  third 
■ime  toHDonow. 

INCREASE  OF  SALARIES. 

Mr.  HiBPEB,  from  the  Committee  of'Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  for  augmenting  the  salaries 
of  the  officers  of  ihe  Executire  Departments.  By 
thia  bill  it  is  prorided  that  the  Secretaries  of  Slate, 
Tiawry  War.and  Navy,  shall  eaoh  have  «5.IXI0 
■  year;  ihe  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  |i4,600; 
the  Aiiariwy  Qeaetal,  the  Treasurer,  the  Auditor, 
tad  th«  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  each  $3,- 
400;  the  R^ter  of  the  Treasury  £3,800 ;  the  Ac- 
couniaats  01  the  Warand  Navy  DeparttBents  each 
fS,300;  the  Postmaster  General  92,400,  and  the 
Assistanl  Postmaster  General  11,700. 

The  bill  was  committed. 


INT£BCOUS8E   WITH  PRANCE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  for  further  suspending  oui  commercial  in- 
tercourse wilh  France.  The  principal  of  these 
amendment'  was,  to  strike  out  the  fifth  and  sixth 
sections  of  the  bill,  which  gave  the  PreMd«it  power 
to  snspend  our  intercourse  with  such  Spanish 
and  Dutch  ports  as  should  be  found  to  harbor 
French  privateers.  This  amendment  of  the  Senate 
was  concurred  in,  60  rolps  being  for  it.  The  rest 
followed  of  course.  The  Commitlfe  then  rose, 
and  tbe  yea*  and  nays  being  called  for  in  the 
House  on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  Comratitee 
of  tbe  Whole,  the  qupsiiou  was  carried— 59  to  32, 
as  follows : 

Yi4S — Gcorga  Baar,  jr..  Abraham  Baldwin,  David 
Ban),  B.  Bartlett,  Jm.  A.  Bayard,  Thoa.  Blount,  Richud 
finnt,  Robart  Blown,  StetdMU  Btttlock,  Ji^  Chapman, 
Thomas  Claiboma,  WiUiam  C.  C.  Claibams,  Matthew 
Claj,  John  Clopton,  Jamet  Cochran,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
Thoaa*  T.  Davii,  Join  Dawson,  Georfs  Dent,  Joseph 
E|^leili>n>  Luc**  EInendarf,  Thomas  Evans,  William 
Findlaj,  John  Fowler,  Nathaniel  FlMman,  jr.,  Albert 
Gallatin,JaiBe*QiU«t[da,Aa4i«iT  Omggjohn  A.Hanna, 
Rabat  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Hariiaon,  Thomaa 
Hartley,  Jonathan  N.  Havana,  Joseph  Heister,  David 
Hohnes,  Jaotes  H.  fanla;,  Walter  Jonoa,  Edward  Lit- 
ingxton.  Matthew  Locks,  JamM  Hachir,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
oon,  Blair  McClenachan,  Lewi*  R.  Morria,  Anthony 
New,  John  Nicholas,  Isaac  Parker,  Joaiah  Parker,  Jolui 
Swd,  Jama  Scbureman,  Samuet  Sewall,  Tomnoai. 
Skin&er,  Ssmael  Smith  .Wtlliuu,  Smith.  Rictunl  Sprini 
Riehaid  Stanfind,  Abram  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Vamuo), 
Abraham  VcnaUe,  and  Robert  Williams. 

Nats — John  Allen,  Jonathan  Biace,  David  Bio<du, 
Chiialopher  G.  Chanplin,  William  Craik,  John  Dennis, 
William  Edmond,  Atnel  Foater,  Dwight  Foster,  Jona 
than  Freeman,  Hmry  Glen,  Cbauncey  Goodrich,  Wil- 
liam Gordon,  Roger  Griswold,  William  Hindman,  He- 
ukiah  L.  Houner,  John  Wilkea  Kitlera,  Samuel  Lj- 
man,  William  Matthews,  Joseph  McDowall,  Hirriaon 
G.  Otis,  TbomaePincknay,  John  Rutledn,  jr.,  Richaid 
Dobbs  Spwgfat,  Peleg  Sprague,  Ge<^e  llistcber,  Rich- 
ard Thomas,  Mark  ThamMn,  John  E.  Van  Alan,  Peleg 
Wadfworth,  Robert  Walo,  and  John  WiUiama. 
STATEMENT  OF  EXPORTS.  Ac. 

A  commanication  was  laid  before  the  Houae  from  the 
Traasury  Department,  enclosing  statement*  of  goods 
exportad  from  the  United  States,  by  which  It  appears : 
That  th«  total  amount  of  tbe  valne  «f  onr  aipoiti,  for 
the  last  year,  ending  on  the  SOIh  af  Seplambar  last, 
wa*  961,387,411,  thiity-thrae  miUioiu  of  which  it  i* 
ealimatad  were  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandiaa,  of 
fiiraign  growth  or  aiantila«tiita.  Abo,  a  statemant  of 
the  tonnage  of  our  shipping  br  the  yoar  1797,  whkh 
i*,of- 

Ton*.    ihtht. 

Registered  tonnage  -  -  -  607,777  43 

Enrolled  and  liceoved  do.      -  -  237,40!)  69 

Fishing  vesaels,  do.  •  -  .•    41,733  73 


ToUl  •  -  -  876,912  90 

Of  the  above,  it  is  found  by  returns  that  67,879  tons 
were  bnilt  in  the  United  State*  m  tbe  year  1797. 

The  increaM  of  our  domestic  exporta  this  year  over 
tbe  last,  i*  above  two  millionB,  which  is  owing  to  abont 
10,000  kigdiead*  mMa  of  tobacco  having  been  «a- 
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ported  thtB  y«>r  than  the  UuL  The  fbllowin;  ia  *.  com- 
paratm  itateniflnt  of  the  exporta  of  the  yeara  1T9T 
and  1798 : 


Towkaii 

Bweden,  &c 

Denmai^,  Nonraj, 

Holland,  dec 

Oreal  Britnin,  &ic. 

Hulw  TowDi 

Franca,  &c. 

Spain,  &c.  - 

I^rtugal,  dw. 

Morocco 

Ital; 

China,  and  India  gene 

Weat  Indiea  generally 

Africa  -   do 

Europe  do 

Northweat  CoMt  of  Amenca 

Imperial  porta 


irdly- 


1797. 

3.460 

898,316 

8,806,486 
8,668,748 


fi,69S,368 
463,310 
16,000 
767,064 
987,310 
1,608,044 
330,873 
M7,077 
16,607 


1798. 

60,733 

733,463 

3,901,611 

7,430,660 

17,086,169 

14,493,613 

6,941,486 

8,740,653 

739,089 

19,188 

1,334,036 

361,796 

348,121 

183,883 


Total 


61,394,710       61,337,411 


Summary  valu€  of  Exporli. 

1797. 

pahire      -  -    .  876,840 

!tta  -  -     7,603,047 

976,630 

814,606 

■   18,308,064 


8,161 

11,446,391 

98,939 

9,81 1,799 

.      4,908,713 

640,901 

949.633 

644,307 


-    61,894,710      61,337,41: 


947,837 

763,138 

14,300,803 

61,877 

8,016,483 

188,739 

13,746,100 

6,113,461 

338,134 

6,994,170 

961,8 


Connecticut 
New  York   - 

PcDiiijIfania 
Delanare 
Maryland     - 

North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 

Total 


AUGMENTATION  OF  THE  NAVY. 

Oa  motioD  of  Mr.  Josiah  Pareeb,  the  House 
resolved  itself  inlo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  for  the  ausmeataiiuD  of  the  Nav^,  and 
filing  the  pay  of  the  captains  of  sbip»  or  vessels 
of  war ;  when  the  first  section  being  under  consi- 
deration— 

Mr.  Gaci^tin  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"six  ships  of  war,  of  a  size  to  carry,  and  which 
•hall  be  armed  with  not  less  than  seTeniy-four 
guns  each  ;  aod  these  shall  be  built  or  purchased 
witbm  the  United  States  j"  in  order  to  tak&ihe 
■ense  of  the  cominitlee  on  ihe  propriety  of  huild- 
iog,  at  present,  ships-of-t he-line.  When  this  sub- 
ject was  last  year  before  the  House,  the  general 
opinion  was,  that  during  the  present  war,  consider- 
ing the  crippled  sWte  of  the  French  navy,  frigates 
and  ve^sel3  of«  smaller  size,  were  sufficiem  to 
Detect  our  vessels  on  our  own  coast,  and  in  the 
West  India  seas ;  nor  did  that  opinion  seem  (o 
have  ucidergoDe  any  material  alteration;  for,  al- 
though the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  the  select 
commitleei  bad  reported  that  the  expense  of  build- 
ing the  six  tcTeDty-fouT  gun  ships  now  i^oposed, 
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would  amount  to  (2,400,000,  yet  the  approprialian 
asked  for  Ihe  present  year  was  only  one  million  of 
dollars.  It  was  not  expected  that  much  more 
than  one-third  of  the  worlc  necessary  to  send  those 
ships  to  aea,  could  he  eiecuted  during  the  present 
jrear.  It  was  not  expected  that  ihey  could  be  fin- 
ished in  leits  than  two  or  three  years.  They  were 
not  wanted  for  any  immediate  purpose.  The 
proposed  measure  was  not  therefore  a.  measure  of 
defence.  It  was  a  project  of  a  general  nature. 
The  question  is,  whether  it  be  proper,  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  to  lay  the  fouudaiion  of  a  navy,  of  i 
fleet,  that  might  be  able,  hereafter,  to  give  us  a 
certain  weight  in  relation  to  Buropeau  nations; 
which  mi^ht  be  able  to  cope  with  the  fleets  of 
those  nations:  and  it  was  in  order  to  bring  that 
question  fairly  before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
tnat  he  had  made  his  motion.  Should  that  mo- 
tion prevail,  it  would  not  affect  the  building  of 
the  six  sloops  of  war  which  were  said  to  be  imme- 
diarely  wanted,  in  addition  to  our  present  naval 
force,  for  the  purpose  of  protectiuK  our  commerce. 
It  would  merelv  prevent  the  building,  at  present, 
of  a  fleet  whicn  was  supposed,  by  the  friends  of 
the  bill,  to  be  wanted  only  for  future  purposes. 

The  only  argument  given  by  the  select  com- 
mittee in  support  of  this  new  establishment,  was 
inapplicable  to  the  present  question.  It  went  only 
to  s^ow  that  great  protbciion  had  been  afforded 
to  our  commerce  bv  our  present  naval  force.  Sop- 
posinK.  therefore,  that  iheir  calculations  were  cor- 
rect, and  that  those  advantages  had  been  derived 
from  our  navy  which  they  contended  for,  it  would 
not  follow  that  it  was  necessary,  at  present,  to 
build  a  fleet  which  could  not  be  aj^lied  to  that 
object.  Yet,  as  that  argument  was  in  itself  falla- 
cious, and  calculated  to  make  a  wron^  impres- 
sioo,  he  would  examine  the  data  on  which  it  was 
grounded. 

The  committee  state  that  about  the  time  of  the 
sail^na-  of  our  ships  of  war,  the  rate  of  insurance 


in  Philadelphia  stood  a 

s  follows : 

To  Ru«ia 

int  33}  per  cent- 

-Home  334 

Sweden      -        - 

"      lij 

Denmuk  and  Hanae 

Towna    - 

17i       " 

SO         " 

<■      17i 

Great  Britain    - 

17i        <• 

Spain       -       - 

17i       " 

.    "      171 

Portugal   - 

IB         " 

<■       IB 

Morocco   - 

90 

"      SO 

Italy        -       - 

37J       " 

"      ST* 

Indies  -       - 

90          " 

Wrrt  Indie.       - 

174      •' 

'•       17i 

Africa       - 

That  at  this  time  inauranee  can  ba  ha^ 

at  tlielbl- 

owing  ratea,  in  the  same 

fficea; 

To  Ruwia      -        -      out  ISj  pMT  orart.- 

-HomelSl 

DenmaA  and  HanMi 

Towna- 

10 

"      10 

Holland   -       . 

16         " 

<*     ist 

Great  Britain    - 

10         " 

•<      10 

Spun       .       . 

ISi       " 

'.     1S4 
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lodiea   ■        •  10         "  '■       10 

WMtlndica      -  It4       ■•  •'       ISj. 

Afiica       -        -  l%i       •'  "       19^ 

That  onr  ezporto  aDd  importo  for  one  year,  may 
be  etiimated  at  one  bnndred  millions  of  dollars, 
■od  the  rtlue  of  our  vesseli  at  Iwenty-seTen  mil- 
lion); and  that  the  iusurance  hariDg,  accordiog 
to  the  preceding  table,  fallen  7J  per  cent,  or 
•terage,  there  reaulu  a  clear  annual  aaving  of 
raillioDs  and  a  half,  which  ihey  ascribe  solely  to 
OUT  naval  force.  The  cumtnittee  thence  conclude 
that  ibe  sariDg  in  insurance,  is  a  clear  gain  to  the 
couDiry  greater  than  (he  eipeose  incurred  by 
the  Davy. 

Mr.  G.  (aid  he  differed  m  toto  from  the  < 
mittee,  both   tn   their  premises  and   conclusions, 
and  must  therefore  be  permitted  to  make  some 
otserratioDS  on  this  statement. 

In  the  first  place,  whatever  fjll  may  bare  taken 

C'  ce  Id  the  rate  of  iD.-<uraDce,  that  fall  must  hare 
D  owing,  at  least,  to  two  distinct  causes,  viz:  to 
prirale  vessels  having  been  suffered  to  arm,  and  to 
public  armed  reMel^  To  decide  precisely  what 
share  of  the  effect  was  produced  by  out  public 
armed  vessels,  it  would  be  necessary  to  know  ez- 
■ctly  what  effect!  have  been  produced  by  private 
armed  veiiels ;  ihebalaoce  might  then  be  ascribed 
n  onr  public  force.  Considering  tbe  manner  in 
which  our  trade  had  principally  suffered  in  the 
West  Indian  seas,  by  row-lxMis.  and  other  small 
vessels,  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  the  armed  pri- 
vile  vessels  had  been  of  much  freatet  service  in 
prMetfingoor  vesselsfromplunaer,  than  our  navy. 
And  even  in  relation  to  those  private  armed  ves- 
Mia,  the  expense  of  armins',  and  of  a  greater  crew, 
must  be  deducted  from  the  profit  arising  from  a 
bll  in  the  rale  of  insurance. 

In  the  next  place,  it  i*  very  eitraordioary  that 
Ais  committee  should  have  at  once  supposed  that 
the  fall  which  has  taken  place  in  (he  price  of  in- 
luraace.  ha*  been  whollr  owing  to  onr  armed 
force.  If  this  had  b^en  the  case,  it  would  have 
fallen  most  where  our  force  was  principally  em- 
ployed, viz:  to  tbe  West  Indies.  Has  this  been  the 
t»Ml  It  has  not.  The  committee  state,  that  the 
itnuranee  to  the  Hanse  Towns  and  Qreal  Britain, 
was  Isit  Bummer,  lTi,and  nowonly  ten  per  cent.; 
Uwtlasi  Summer  it  was  to  Italy  37^,  and  now  17j, 

C' cent.;  that  to  Chiua  and  the  Kast  Indies,  it  was 
t  Samoier  20,  and  now  10  per  cent;  and  that  to 
Ihe  West  Indies  it  whs  last  Bummer  17},  and  now 
^^  per  cenL  Thus,  by  their  own  account,  the 
nsurancehas  fallen  10  per  cent,  to  Italy.  China  and 
the Eui Indies; 7}  per  cent. to  Oreat Britain  and 
lfaeHaDuTowns;andonly5percent.  lothe  West 
ladias.  Had  the  fall  of  insurance  been  owing 
*™ely,  as  it  is  ascribed  by  the  committee,  or 
principally  (o  our  navy,  that  fall  would  have  been 
pater  to  that  part  of  the  world  where  that  navy 
had  priaeipoUy  been  emplored  and  could  afford  Ihe 
peatesi  protection.    But  the  rev.erse  was  the  fact. 


To  tbe  West  Indies,  where  that  navy  wav  prin- 
cipally applied,  the  fall  of  insuraace  was  the  leasL 
To  Italy  and  China,  where  it  could  afford  altnost 
none,  it  was  the  greatest.  To  England  and  Ham- 
burg, where  more  than  one-balf  ofoar  eiporis  and 
imports  entered,  and  where  our  fleet  had  never 
been  seen,  it  had  fallen  50  per  cent,  more  than  to 
the  West  Indies,  where  our  navy  had  principally 
been  stationed.  Thi«  is  at  ooce  sufficient  to  show, 
how  erroneous  were  the  calculations  of  the  com- 
mittee. All  ihescaffoldiogofthcirsuperslructute 
falls  to  the  ground;  and  they  have  altogether  mis- 
taken the  causes  of  tbe  fall  in  the  rates  of  iasur- 
BDce.  It  was  possible,  Mr.  O.  said,  when  he  at- 
tempted to  assign  reasons  for  the  alteration  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  price  of  insurance,  that  be 
might  also  be  mistaken ;  but  it  would  noi  still  be 
less  clear  that  the  committee  have  been  wrong. 

Mr  Q.  believed  tbe  fall  in  the  rate  of  insurance, 
had  been  owing  to  a  variety  of  causes.  One  rea- 
M>n  was,  tbe  rate  had  been  Gied  too  high,  and  tbe 
trade  of  in<uranee  bad  afforded  loo  large  a  pr<dt; 
and  this  opinion  he  drew  from  a  simple  fact,  viz: 
that  the  dividends  of  some  of  the  insurance  com- 
panies bad  lately  been  very  exorbitant.  One  of 
these  offices  had  declared  a  dividend  of  SO  per 
cent,  for  half  a  year,  which  is  40  per  cent,  a  year. 
It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  tbe  price  of  iasuranca 
had  borne  no  proportion  to  (be  risk  incurred.  In 
consequence,  two  or  three  new  insurance  compa- 
nies had  applied  for  incorporation  acts,  and  soma 
new  offices  had  actually  been  opened  on  private 
account,  which  showed  the  profils  were  so  large 
as  to  occasion  a  competition  in  the  business. 

Again,  it  is  clear,  that  in  April  last,  when  the 
despatches  which  were  then  received  from  France 
were  published,  considerable  apprehension  of  war 
was  enterUined,  not  only  wiih  Prance,  but  wittk 
Spain  and  Holland,  from  their  connexion  with 
France;  and  in  consequence,  the  price  of  insurance 
was  much  advanced  in  the  months  of  May,  June, 
and  July.  Facts  had  occurred,  be  believed,  to 
justify  what  he  had  staled  to  be  the  public  opinion, 
with  rcMpeet  to  Spaia  and  Holland.  He  under- 
stood that  insurance  had  been  refused  on  tbe  risk  of 
vessels  being  detained  in  the  ports  of  those  nations : 
so  great  were  the  apprehensions  of  war  with  those 
Powers,  from  the  measures  taken  during  (be  last 
session.  This  fear  had  now  subsided,  and  tbe  rale 
of  insurance  fallen  in  proportion. 

Again,  in  relation  to  Europe,  it  is  clear,  that  tbe 
—tasures  which  havebeen  adopted  both  by  France 
and  England,  have  tended  to  diminish  the  number 
of  privateers  in  the  European  seas.  Franc^ 
either  with  the  intenilon,  or  under  the  pretence  of 
an  intention,  of  invading  England,  liid  an  en^ 
bargo  on  her  own  vessels  and  seamen,  whicb  had, 
in  a  great  measure,  locked  up  their  privaleera. 
And,  on  the  other  hand,  the  very  measures  adapted 
by  Great  Britain,  to  prevent  that  invasion,  had  tbe 
effect,  by  a  complete  olockade  of  the  French  porta, 
to  detain  there  both  thdr  fleets  and  their  pri vateera. 

Another  event  had  eminently  contributed  to  di- 
minish the  raie  of  insurance,  to  tbe  British  WaM 
Indies,  generally.  It  waa  the  evacuation  of  8l. 
Domingo  by  the  English.  ForthegteateMilanger, 
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wid  the  highett  rate  of  insarauce,  were  on  VMsela 
boanil  to  their  ports  ia  that  part  of  the  islaod  called 
the  Bite  of  Leogane,  where  Port-au-Prince  laid. 
And  since  the  evacuation,  that  part  of  the  trade, 
and  of  the  iasarancebeingRtaneQd.no  mention  of 
it  could  be  made  in  the  table  given  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

Two  other  cauieii  had  contributed  to  produce 
thi9  general  effect.  Whatever  mi^ht  be  the  sin- 
ceriiy  of  the  French  GoverDment,  in  their  app«- 
rent  desire  to  put  an  end  to  the  diapales  now  ex- 
isting; it  was  not  leu  true,  that  (and  ii  wa«  im- 
material to  what  motives  it  was  owing)  ihey  bad 
relaxed  in  their  condQct  by  sea  wiihui.  Their  pri- 
vateers were  actually  under  greater  Te«ttaints,aDda 
eeneral  belief  had  taken  place  in  the  public  mind, 
tnat  they  were  more  disposed  to  make  peace  now, 
thansome  time  ago.  Whether  (hat  be lioT was  well- 
founded,  or  nol,  he  did  not  mean  now  to  examine ; 
bat  it  was  sufficient  that  the  beliel  existed,  tocauae 
a  fall  in  the  premium  asked  for  a  risk  wnich  was 
thus  believed  to  be  diminiulu^. 

Finally,  within  these  six  months,  not  only  has 
the  tone  of  the  French  been  lowered,  but  ibeii 
power  has  been  diminished,  from  the  destruction 
of  their  fleets  and  other  causes;  and  that  was  also 
a  powerful  cause  of  a  greater  confidence  in  our- 
selves, of  an  opinion,  thataa  that  nation  had  it  less 
in  their  power  lo  injure  us,  the  risk  of  captures, 
and  the  premium  of  insurance,  must  be  less  than 
before.  Hence,  he  concluded,  that  though  he  was 
ready  to  acknowledge  that  our  navy  had  been  of 
wme  service  ia  protecting  our  commerce,  and  con- 
sequently had  produced  some  effect  in  lowering 
die  rale  afiaBurance,yet  the  extraordinary  changes 
ascribed  to  it,  were,  in  a  great  degree,  produced 
by  other  causes,  and  the  enormous  and  ridiculous 
ealcalaiionsof  Ine  committee  altogether  ground- 
less. 

In  relation  to  the  amount  of  captures  made  by 
the  beltlgereni  Powers,  he  knew  but  little,  as  he 
possesBedno  documents  from  which  to  collect  this 
information.  He  knew  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  had  said,  that  they  amounted  to  four  times 
the  amount  of  the  expense  of  the  navy  which  he 
recommended  ;  and  that  the  Secretary  of  Stale 
bad  estimated  the  amount  of  captures  by  the 
French  alone,  at  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  Mr. 
O.  said,  he  should  be  happy  to  see  some  documents 
relative  to  this  subject.  If  any  such  were  it 
office  of  the  Secretaryof  State,  it  would  have  been 
his  duly  to  communicate  them  to  Congress,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  resolution  passed  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, which  directed  him  to  do  it.  As  he  has  not 
done  it,  we  must  infer  thai  he  does  not  possess  any 
doenments  or  official  information,  and  that  his 
saying  that  those  captures  amount  to  twenty  mil- 


supported  by  proof.  Twenty  milTioni  was  a  round 
number,  which  had  become  fashionable.  These 
captures  were  twenty  millions  eighteen  months 
ago-and  twenty  millions  now. 

There  is  a  way,  however,  of  coming  at  their 
amount,  within  at  least  a  million  of  doSlars.  By 
an  application  lo  the  insurance  offices  of  this  city, 
New  York,  Baltimore,  and  Boston,  for  an  accouni 


of  the  sums  which  they  have  paid,  both  for  British 
and  French  captures,  and  by  compariog  the  total 
amount  insured  with  the  total  amount  of  oar  ex- 
ports and  imports,  a  saffieienily  correct  calcula- 
tion could  be  formed.     If  g^itlemen  coming  from 
those  quarters,  and  who  are  more  immediately 
)ncetned  in  commerce,  have  made  any  sticb  in- 
jiry,  he  should  be  glad  if  they  would  fii-ror  tbe 
louse  with  the  resulL    He  himself,  last  year,  ob- 
tained an  account  of  thiskind  from  one  of  the  offices 
this  city ;  but  the  amount  was  so  small,  that 
was  astonished  that  the  idea  of  twenty   rail- 
ms  should  ever  have  been  fixed  upon  as  the 
__iount  of  captures  by  the  French.    Whether  tlifr 
amount  of  these  captures  have  been  three  or  twen- 
ty millions,  is  very  immaterial  as  to  our  feelings 
or  conduct  towards  a  nation  who  has  caused  or  ^iuyT- 
fered  these  depredations  lobemadeuponus.     But, 
though  this  circumstance  makes  no  difference 
viih  respect  to  that  nation,  it  ought  to  have  con- 
iderahle  weight  on  the  question  of  a  navy.     Be- 
lause,  in  considering  the  policy  and  propriety  of 
establishing  a  navy,  we  ought  certajoty  to  calcu- 
late the  expense,  and  the  profits  to  be  derived  frma 
It.    It  is  onlv  on  this  ground  that  we  can  ssy  whe- 
ther it  will  ne  for  the  benefit  of  this  country  ta 
have  a  navy,  or  not. 

This  led  aim  naturally  to  consider  the  expense 
of  that  nary.  It  is  staled  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  that  the  annual  expense  of  a  lA^ga^ 
ship  will  exceed  216,000  dollars,  and  that  therefore 
the  annual  expense  of  six  of  these  ships  will  bv 
about  1,300,000  dollars.  That  the  building  and 
equipping  a  74-gan  ship,  exclusive  of  military 
stores,  wiU  be  342.700  dollars;  and  that  the  mil- 
itary stores  will  cost  48,000  dollars  ;  so  that  the 
first  building  and  equipping  six  of  these  vessel* 
will  cost  about  2,400,000  dollars.  This  is  the  first 
expense,  but  notiiin^  is  said  of  the  yearly  repair- 
ing and  bnildiiig  which  will  be  necessary  to  keep 
up  a  fieet  of  this  kind.  It  is  estimated,  in  the  na- 
vies of  Europe,  that  a  ship-df-ihe-line  will  last 
from  18  to  15  years ;  so  that,  besides  ordinary  re- 
pair.i,  the  whole  expense  of  building  would  have- 
to  be  renewed  every  12  or  15  years.  It  would 
have  been  desirable,  and  it  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, that  the  select  committee  should  have  laid 
before  the  House  an  estimate  of  Ihe  peace  esta- 
blishment of  a  navy  to  the  extent  proposed,  in 
order  to  have  enabled  the  House  to  have  formeda 
just  opinion  on  the  main  question.  This  they  have 
not  done ;  but  supposing  the  other  estimates  to  be 
perfectly  correct ;  supposiog  that  the  expense 
would  not  overrun  the  calculations  laid  before  the 
House,  and,  if  so,  it  would  be  the  first  time  it  had 
not  done  it ;  supposing,  according  to  those  calcu- 
lations, that  a  7^un  ^ip  will  hereafter  cost  us 
less  than  two-thirds  of  what  44-gun  frigates  have 
heretofore  cost  us ;  it  results,  thai  the  firet  neces- 
sary espense(inclnding8150,000  for  docksand  tim- 
ber) will  exceed,  for  six  ships  only,  two  millona 
and  a  half  ol  dollars;  and  that  the  annual  expense 
of  supporting  them,  when  in  commission,  exclu- 
sively of  annual  repairs,  and  of  building  new  ships, 
necessary  to  supply  those  that  from  time  to  time 
will  become  unfit  for  service,  will  amouni  to 
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1,300,000  dollars.    Whether  ii  be  proper  at  pres- 
ent to  incur  that  espeoxe  for  aa  object  which,  con- 
fessedly, is  not  of  immediate  necessity,  will  kg  best 
deiermined  by  an  examination  of  our  present  re- 
Tenue  and  expenses. 
The  rerenue  from  imports  and  ton- 
ni^  was  the  last  ymr.  and  may  be 
estimBied  at  -    '       -  -    $7,400,000 

'  Ditto,  from  internal  duties,    -  -       '600,000 

DJiiix  from  land  tax  and  stamp  tax 
[tljowing;  for  the  expense  in  col- 
lection, losses,  Ax.)  ■  ■      2,000,000 

Nett  revenue  from  taxes,  -    10,000,000 

Mr.  Q.  did   not  think  that  ten  millions  would 

either  exceed  or  fall  short  of  the  real  revenue  of 

ihr  present  year  half  a  million. 
Ai  to  our  expenses,  ihey  would  be  found  in  the 

estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury   before 

the  House. 

The  appropriations  asked  tor  the  pre- 
KDt  year,  are  ...    $7,400,000 

Besides  this  sum,  there  aie  a  aumber 
of  iteios  not  included.  In  Ihe  first 
place,  the  interest  and  charges  on 
the  public  debt  and  domestic  loans, 
iDelodiiif  8  per  cent,  stock,  amount 
to  about       -  .  .  -      3,800,000 

Bat  it  is  to  beobserved,  that  besides  this 
there  are  a  number  of  articles  for 
which  appropriations  have  been 
made,  which  are  not  yet  expended, 
>iz:  fortifications,  and  an  appro- 
prnlion  for  the  purchase  of  arms, 
esublisbiog  armories,  and  found- 
ries, &c.,  amountin;^  to  1,900.000 
dollars,  of  which,  this  year,  there 
mighc  be  expended  about    -  -        800.000 

Id  theestimaic  TortheNaTy  Gstablisb- 
Dient,iheappropriaiiona!ihedfor  the 

E resent  year  was  only  2,160,000  dol- 
rs.  but  the  expense  was  stated 
to  be  3,960.000  dollars,  the  differ- 
ence having  been  appropriated  last 
«es)ioD,  and  bein;;  more  than  -        800,000 


too  low.  SupposinfT,  for  the  present,  that  the  termB 
are  as  good  as  could  be  obtained  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  it  follows,  that,  in  order  to  build 
this  navy,  we  must  borrow  money  at  8  per  cent., 
irredeemable  for  at  least  ten  years,  which  was 
nearly  equal  to  a  perpetual  annuity,  of  about  7  per 
cent.  Mr.  Q.  said,  it  was  unnecessary  to  say  a  word 
upon  the  extravagance  of  borrowing  money  at  this 
rate.  It  forcibly  evinces,  that  provided  a  iLav^ 
shall  be  necessary  hereafter,  for  our  protection,  this 
is  not  the  proper  time  to  set  aboat  building  it. 

In  ihe  next  place,  if,  raid  Mr.  Q.,  we  consider 
this  as  a  permanent  establishment,  and  look  at  onr 
permanent  resources,  and  compare  them  with  our 
permanent  expenites,  it  will  not  appear  proper  for 
us  to  to  into  the  proposed  expenditure.      He  had 
already  stated  our  permanent  revenue  at  ten  mil- 
lions, should  the  land  tax  be  continued.     The  per- 
manent expenses,  supposing  the  additional  army 
to  be  disbanded,mBV  be  estimated  as  follows: 
Civil  list,  mini  establishment,  foreign 
intercourse,  Indian  trading  houses, 
light-houses,  contingencies,  miscel- 
laneous claims.  Ac.  -  -    $1,000,000 
Fermaoent  army,  (exclusive  of  tbead- 
ditional  army,)    consists  of  5,000 
men,  and  if  we  look  at  the  appro- 
priations heretofore  made  for  5,000 
men  on  paper,  it  will  never  be  found 
lesstbao     -          -          -  .     1,500,000 
Interest  and  charges  on  public  debt,  in- 
cluding interest  on  new  loan,         -      4,200,000 
Deferred  debt,  which  wilt  become  due 

in  ISOl,       ....       1,200,000 
Fortifications,  purchase  of  military 
stores,  and  maintaining  the  navy      2,600,000 

Total     ...  -      10,500,000 


Total 


12,800,000 


Frani  this  must  be  deducted,  on  account  of  the 
additional  armv.  as  the  whole  number  of  men  will 
Dot  be  nised' within  the   year,  about  1,500,000 

He  supposed,  therefore,  that  our  expenses  will 
be  tbout  eleven  mitlioos  and  a  half,  for  the  present 
JMr,  exclusively  of  the  addition  to  the  navy  now 
proposed,  of  the  expenses  for  docks.  Ac.,  of  the  pay- 
meal  for  Ihe  British  debts,  and  of  the  interest  on 
thencTioan.  Therefore,  not  only  the  whole  of  the 
expense  incurred  by  this  addition  to  the  navy,  hut 
at  iutt  one  million  and  a  half,  and  perhaps,  two 
■nillioot  of  our  present  expenses,  must  be  paid  out 
of  the  five  miOion  loan,  about  to  be  opened,  at 


ll  is  not  neceMary,  said  Mr.  Q. 

the  terms  of  this  IoahJ  whether  they  are  too  high,  or 


From  whence  it  appears,  that  even  if  we  shall 
disband  the  additional  army,  and  exclusively  of 
the  claims  for  British  debts,  the  expense  of  our  per- 
manent army,  the  Navy  Establishment,  ihe  Diplo- 
matic and  Civil  Departmeois,  and  ihe  charges  and 
interest  on  the  public  debt,  will  exceed  by  half  a 
million,ourpermanant  revenue,  the  land  and  stamp 
taxes ;  and  thus  considering  both  of  them  as  per- 
petual. It  was  under  these  circumstances,  that  the 
Legislature  were  called  upon  to  build  a  navy,  which 
was  not  immediately  necessary. 

Deducting  the  expense  ofthe  navy,  from  the  pre- 
ceding calculatioa,  the  other  permanent  expenses 
of  the  Qovemment  would  be  about  eight  millions, 
and  this  is  the  amount  of  our  revenue,  deducting 
the  land  tax  and  stamp  tax.  It  follows  first,  that 
a  perpetualland  tax  is  necessary  lo  support  the 
navy  ;  and,  second,  that  every  preparatory  expense 
for  any  increase  on  that  navy,  must,  in  the  first 
place,  t>e  paid  out  of  a  loan,  at  the  rate  of  eight 
per  cent. 

If  these  premises  are  tru«,  and  he  knew  they 
could  [)pt  he  contradicted,  the  conclusion  must  be 
most  forcible  that  it  is  improper  at  present  to  build 
a  navy,  especially  since  there  is  no  immediate  de- 
mand for  it.  Butifoncetbefoundationofalarge 
navy  is  laid,  no  one  can  say  where  it  will  stop. 
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twelve  aecessary;  six  are  now  proposed  merely 
an  entering  wedge.  And  when  uccc  twelve  sliips- 
of-the-line  are  obtained,  if  our  commerce  sod  coasc, 
extensive  as  they  are,  must  be  efTpclually  pro- 
tected, these  will  not  be  deemed  sufficient.  He 
drew  this  conclusion  from  the  naval  force  of  Bu- 
ropeaa  nations.  Our  tonnage  exceeds  that  of  uoy 
European  nation,  except  Great  Britain  and  Hol- 
Inud ;  and  if  we  must  nave  a  navy  to  protect  our 
commerce,  it  must  bear  some  proportion  to  the 
extent  of  oui  coast,  to  the  amount  of  our  tonitage, 
and  to  the  navies  of  the  European  naliona.     And 

Jm  what  terms  are  we  to  cope  with  the  Powers 
Europe  with  respect  to  any  navy  T  It  would  be 
recollected,  that  wbea  last  year  tnere  was  a  mu- 
tiDT  on  board  the  British  Qeet,  in  order  to  put  on 
eon  to  it,  the  sailors'  wages  were  advanced  to  one 
shilling  sterling  per  day,  equal  lo  thirty  shillings 
sterling,  or  six  dollars  and  two-lhirds  per  month, 
whilst  we  give  our  seameu  seventeen  dollars  a 
month,  so  that  we  pay  nearly  three  times  as  much 
for  men  to  supply  our  navy,  as  England  doe .. 

Mr.  O.  said,  he  would  not  detain  the  committee 
longer  at  present,  though  he  meant  to  have  made 
wMne  observations  with  respect  to  the  expenseofna- 
Ties  to  those  nation .1  whosapport  them,  in  order  to 
show  that  the  expense  of  tnem  far  exceeds  the 
benefits  derived  from  ihem.  If  reference  were 
had  to  European  nations,  it  would  be  found,  Mr. 
Q.  said,  that  navies  were  used  more  as  engines  of 
power,  than  as  a  protection  lo  commerce.  Even 
with  respect  to  Great  Britain,  which  is  the  only 
nation  which  has  succeeded  in  effecting  any  male- 
rial  object  by  a  navy,  though  abe  has  obtainedapre- 
ponderacy  at  sea,  and  hasbeeomisiressoritfor  the 
tut  hundred  years,  yet  it  has  been  the  means  of 
involving  her  in  almost  continual  war,  and  the 
rapport  of  it  has  always  been  attended  with  enor- 
mous  expense.  He  believed  he  was  correct,  when 
be  stated  that  from  1776  to  1789,  the  avera^  ex- 
pense of  the  navy  of  Great  Britam  (including  a 
period  of  seven  years  of  war  aod  six  of  peace)  — 
six  millions  of  pounds  sterling  a  year.  Now, : 
Hr.  G.  if  we  calculate  the  rale  at  which  we  s! 


a  navy,  what  will 


n  necessary  to  support 


inly  be  one  tenth  part  of  the  British,  and 
instead  of  120  ships^of-t he-line,  we  should  be  con 
tent  with  twelve.  The  expense,  according  lo  th< 
British  rate  of  expenditure,  would  be  £600,000 
sterling,  nearly  three  millions  of  dollars  a  year; 
butwhen  we  know  that  wepay  three  limes  as  mucl: 
for  our  seamen  as  they  do,  il  is  imposible  precisely 
to  calculate  what  the  expense  would  be. 

In  relation  to  Europt-an  natioriE,  it  would  be 
found,  that  none  had  ever  derived  any  advantage 
from  a  navy,  except  Great  Britain.  It  has  been 
said  (and  by  high  authority)  that  an  extensivt 
commerce  cannot  be  maintamed  without  a  navy 
In  answer  to  this  il  may  be  snid,  that  Spain  ha^ 
always  had  a  considerable  navy,  but  very  little 
oerce;  their  tonnage  compared  with  oiirj 
nificant,  yet  their's  is  the  third  navy  in 


pe.    Holland,  for  a  lime,  bad  a  powerful  navy ; 
but  ihey  gave  it  up,  as  more  expensive  than  h — 


c  the  wars  of  Q,uee 


.  Yet  tlieit 

i^ce,  on  this  account,  never  diminished  ia 
any  considerable  degree.      They  are  the  secood 
immercial  nation   m   Eutopej  and  they  never 
.fier  for  want  of  a  navy,  except  when  they  become 
party  in  war ;  he  conceived   therefore,  that  a 
navy  is  not  necessary  to  protect  commerce.      At  , 
this  lime,  Mr.  Q  knew  that  the  commerce  of  Hol- 
land was  in  a  great  degree  annihilated  j  but  so  was 
that  of  France  and  Spain,  not  withstanding  theii 
powerful  nsvies.     Holland  being  at  the  door  of 
Great  Britain,  may,  io  time  of  war,  be  aluweiher 
blocked  up  by  the  fleets  of  that  nation,     Fortu- 
ilely  that  was  not  our  situation. 
Mr.  G.  concluded  by  saying,  that  as  he  believed 
immerce  might  exist  independently  of  a  navy  ; 
that  a  navy  would  cost  far  more  than  it  woiild 
benefit  the  country;  and  knowing  our  finances 
:  not  such  as  to  admit  of  the  expense,  he  must 
hope  his  motion  would  prevail. 

Mr,  G.  had  finished  his  remarks,  the 
House  adjourned. 

FaiDAV,  February  8. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
'eported  the  bill  to  establish  the  compensatioD  of 
meets  employed  in  collecting  the  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which 

as  committed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Lewis  was 
read  the  third  lime  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  establishment  uf  docks, 
ind 

Tbe  hill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  timber  for 
naval  purposes,  were  severally  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

AUGMENTATION  OF  THE  NAVY. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  augmenting  the  Navy,  Mr. 
Gallatin's  motion  for  striking  out  what  relates  to 
74-ffun  ships  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  JoaiAH  Parker  hoped  ihis  amendment 
would  not  be  agreed  to.  He  was  happy  to  find, 
however,  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
did  not  go  farther,  and  oppose  the  whole  force,  as 
he  had  heretofore  always  opposed  everything  like 
a  navy.  Indeed,  he  has  actnowledged  thai  our 
infant  navy   has  done  some  service,   though  he 


all  the  credit  which  ibe  corn- 


He     tL ..„      ._- 

jecls  than  the  navy,  because  he  says  il  has  fallen 
more  on  vessels  to  Europe,  where  our  navy  could 
have  had  no  effect,  than  lo  the  West  ludies^  where 
that  effect  was  more  likely  to  be  producea.  But 
the  gentleman  should  have  recollected  that  the 
fall  to  Europe  may  have  been  occasioned  by  the 
vigilance  of  the  British  navy;  but  in  the  West 
indies,  the  British,  or  at  least  the  officers  of  the 
British  men  of  war,  seemed  rather  to  couole- 
naoce,  than  prevent,  the  depredations  of  tbe 
French ;  as,  in  many  instances,  th  ey  have  suffer- 
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ed  cuptum  lo  be  mad«  by  (he  French,  and  im- 
mediately afierwarda  recapiared  ihe  vfsseU,  bdO 
br  (hat  means  obtsioed  a  salvage  upoD  them. 
Nor  did  he  suppose  the  Btituh  GoTeromeni  would 
regret  these  depredalioOB,  since  Ibey  knew  such 
treatmeot  would  serve  tu  rouse  ihe  rescDtiaent  of 
this  con Dlry  against  heienemy.  Mr. P.  supposed 
that  the  sariog  produced  by  ogr  navy  had  ereo 
been  greater  than  the  committee  had  supposed, 
as,  by  ibe  report  made  yesterday  on  the  subject  of 
our  ezDorts,  it  appears  they  have  been  ten  millions 
more  than  the  committee  calcnlated  them  at.  He 
allowed  that  our  navy  bad  not  been  the  sole  cause 
of  safety  to  our  commerce  ;  the  British  navy  had 
tlso  contributed  greailT  to  it.  But  it  would  be 
recollected  thai  when  this  nary  was  Grst  fitted 
oni.  French  privateers  and  picaroons  were  not 
only  npon  oar  coast,  but  in  our  very  bays ;  and, 
but  for  these  measures,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  iKit 
nr  shore)  would  at  this  time  have  swarmed  with 
French  privateers,  which  the  British  would  bare 
snSeted,  in  or<ler  to  widen  the  breach  between  the 
two  countries. 

Mr.  P.  hoped  when  the  quantity  of  shipping, 
and  the  number  of  seamen  we  employ,  is  consld- 
«ttd— that  these  are  the  means  of  briugins  as 
from  foreign  countries  all  that  we  desire  to  have 
froni  thence,  and  that  they  thereby  fill  oar  tieaa- 
urf  with  money — gentlemen  wiU  not  hesitate  to 
tUow  onr  commerce  a  competent  protection.  No 
Btiion,  except  Great  Britain,  exceeds  this  coun- 
try ID  the  number  of  vessels  and  men  engased  m 
this  lervice,  yet  no  nation  has  done  so  little  to 
piDiKl  them.  He  trusted  we  should  be  allnwed 
ID  have  a  sufficient  nary  to  protect  our  commerce 
and  coait,  and  to  cause  us  to  be  respected  abroad. 

The  British  Oovernment,  Mr.  P.  said,  has  141 
ml-of-the-line,  (according  to  Stede'a  Hsl,  which 
be  bid  lately  see qJ  and  these,  according  to  the 
opinion  of  the  first  statesman  and  politician  that 
Sngland  ever  possesied.  Lord  Chatham,  require 
u  many  Ihonsaitd  seamen  ;  not  that  each  vessel 
ffquires  1000  men,  but  it  is  necessary  to  have  this 
munbei  in  order  to  employ  their  frigates  and 
iloops  of  war,  not  that  the  ships  of  the  line  re- 
qniie  1000 men;  yet,  though  Bntain  has  this  im- 
nusse  navy,  she  has  not  double  the  number  of 
merchaal  vessels  and  seamen,  which  this  coun- 
iry  posMsses.  If,  said  Mr.  P.,  these  six  74-gun 
wips  and  six  sloops  are  agreed  to,  we  shall  not 
want  more  than  13,000  teamen  to  man  our  navy. 
Al  pieteDt  we  have  only  4,000 ;  and  the  whole  an- 
naal  expense  will  be  4,230,149  dollars.  Mr.  P. 
believed,  in  order  to  give  us  efficient  protection, 
«  ought  to  have  eleven  sail-of-the-line ;  but  as 
hecoondered  six  to  be  as  many  as  our  present 
uiuees  will  allow,  he  should  be  •satisfied  with 
that  Dumber. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  wished  to 
be  informed  as  to  the  expense  of  a  peace  estab- 
hihmsDtof  our  navy.    A  large  navy  in  lime  of 

Cice  would  be  unneceasary ;  he  should  wish  it, 
werer,  to  be  kept  on  a  respectable  fouinff, 
Hany  of  oar  ships,  Mr.  P.  said,  will  la»t  mucli 
^«er  than  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
■>«  soppoted ;  some  of  th«m,  be  donbiad  not, 


would  last  forty  or  fi%  years.  The  British  have 
ships  which  nave  been  in  service  ibiriy  years; 
when  poorly  built  they  may  not  last  more  than 
seven  years.  He  had  not  made  an  estimate  of 
what  would  be  the  expense  of  h  peace  establish- 
ment with  respect  to  ihu  navy ;  nor  did  he  know 
what  force  the  President  uf  the  United  States 
might  think  it  necessary  to  maintain  in  time  of 
peace,  but  he  supposed  it  would  be  small,  and  a 
single  officer  aud  thirty  men  would  be  sufficient 
to  lake  care  of  a  ship  when  she  is  laid  up  in  ordi- 
nary ;  ihal  only  a  few  of  the  best  ship)  would  be 
keptj  and  the  others  sold. 

Tne  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  repre- 
sented the  expense  of  a  navy  in  thU  country  as 
being  much  greater  than  in  England;  but  when 
he  spoke  of  the  pay  of  British  sailors  being  only 
one  shilling  sterling  a  day,  he  was  certainly  mis- 
lakea.  They  have  ai  least  a  guinea  and  an  half 
a  month,  which  is  seven  dollars ;  and  ours  average 
fourteen  dollars,  which  is  double  to  that  of  Eng- 
land. If  the  same  means  were  taken  here  that  are 
taken  in  Eodand,  of  raising  men  by  means  of  preiB- 
gangs  (whicn,  however,  he  rejoiced  never  could  be 
suffered  in  this  country,)  they  might  perhaps^  be 
gotten  on  easier  terms,  as  ihe  Oovernment  might 
follow  the  example  of  Qreat  Britain,  by  fixing  the 
pay  and  pressing  the  men.  He  would  much  rather 
pay  higher  wages ;  especially  when  it  is  considered 
that  a  very  small  part  ol  the  money  paid  to  seamen 
will  ever  go  out  of  the  country ;  they  spend  their 
monev  freely,  and  the  United  States  will  not,  there- 
fore, lose  it. 

And  as  to  the  number  of  men  employed  in  the 
Nav^,  if  they  were  not  thus  employed  in  our  own 
service,  they  woold  go  abroad,  smce  this  is  the  em- 
ployment ibey  choose;  indeed,  jf  all  our  eitizeni 
were  employed  in  cultivating  the  ground,  our  pro- 
duce would  be  so  great,  and  sell  for  so  little,  as 
to  make  it  scarcely  worth  the  trouble  of  raising. 
And  if  we  do  not  provide  for  our  own  defence,  we 
shall  beat  the  mercy  of  every  foreign  Power  which 
chooses  ID  insult  or  ill-treat  us.  The  interests  of 
commerce  and  agriculture  must  always  go  hand 
in  hand ;  and  farmers  who  now  get  so  much  bet- 
ter a  price  fnr  their  produce  than  they  heretofore 
Sot,  ought  to  he  the  first  in  supporting  a  navy  luf- 
cient  to  protect  our  vessels  in  carrying  that 
produce  to  foreign  countries.  When  they  see 
their  interests  more  clearly,  Mr.  P.  trusted  they 
would,  like  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  be 
ready  to  allow  that  our  Navy  is  of  service.  It 
would  be  happy  for  us,  and  for  the  world,  Mr.  P. 

might  be  permitted  to  carry  their  productions 
wherever  they  pleased  without  annoyance;  but, 
while  nations  continue  to  moke  war  upon  each 
other,  we  must  expect  to  come  jn  for  our  share  of 
the  evils  of  such  a  system,  and  it  will  be  necessary 
,to  have  lome  force  not  only  to  guard  against  in- 
juries, but  to  keep  foreign  belligerent  nations  in 
dheck.  lest  we  should  throw  our  force  into  the  scale 
against  ihem.  The  French  Directory,  snid  Mr.  P., 
have  lately  passed  a  decree,  W'hich  ougnt  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  declaration  of  war  against  the  world, 
"that  the  ciiizena  of  neutral  countries  found  on 
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board  of  aitf  of  their  ships  shall  be  coosidered  aad 
punished  as  pirated' \  Where  is  the  man,  ex- 
claimed he,  who  will  noi  defend  his  country  and 
his  fellow-citizens  against  such  a  decree  7 

Mr.  P.  said  he  would  lake  the  liberty  of  quoting 
the  authority,  on  the  subject  of  a  Navy,  of  a  gen- 
tleman  who  deservedly  tanked  bisih  in  public  esti- 
mation, and  whom  he  was  proud'to  caH  his  coon- 
trynwD.  The  authority  he  referred  to  was  Mr. 
Jefferson's  Notes  on  Virginia.  He  read  the  follow- 
ing extract: 

"  But  the  actual  habits  of  our  coantmnen  attach  tilem 
to  eomiDerce.  They  will  eierciaa  It  for  themselTca. 
Wan,  then,  must  soiDetuneB  be  onr  lot ;  and  all  the  wim 
can  do,  will  be  to  avoid  that  half  of  thjem  which  would 
be  prodaced  by  oui  own  follies  and  our  own  acta  of  in- 
jnatice ;  and  to  make  for  the  other  half  the  beat  prepara- 
tima  we  can.  Of  wbB.t  nature  ahould  tfaew  be  1  A 
land  aimy  would  be  naelesa  for  offence,  and  not  the  beat 
DOT  aafeat  inatrument  of  defence.  For  either  of  theae 
purpoiea,  the  ae*  ia  the  field  on  whidl  we  abould  meet  an 
Eunqiean  enemy.  On  that  element  it  is  neceaaary  we 
should  poeaeM  some  power.  To  aim  at  each  a  navy  aa 
the  greatsr  Dattona  of  Europe  poaaeaa,  would  be  a  iboliah 
and  wicked  waste  of  the  energTea  of  oar  countrymen. 
It  would  be  to  pull  on  ma  own  heads  that  load  of  mili- 
taiy  expanae  which  makes  Ibe  Bniopean  laborer  go 
aopperleas  to  bed,  and  moistene  hia  bread  with  the  sweat 
ottit  brow.  It  will  be  enongh  if  we  enable  onied*es 
to  pteTent  inaulta  from  tboM  nationa  of  Europe  which 
are  weak  on  the  sea,  becatue  ciictimatancea  eziat  which 
rettder  even  the  stronger  onea  weak  as  to  ua.  Provi- 
dence baa  placed  their  richest  and  moat  deCsncelMi  poa- 
aemona  at  out  door — haa  obliged  their  moat  preooaa 
commerce  to  pais,  as  it  were,  in  review  before  ua.  To 
protect  thia,  or  to  assail  ua,  a  small  pari  only  of  their 
naval  force  will  ever  be  risked  acroes  the  Atlantic.  The 
danger  to  which  the  elemenla  expoae  them  here  are  Via 
well  known,  and  the  greater  danger  to  which  they  would 
be  exposed  at  home,  were  any  general  calamity  to  in- 
volve their  whole  fleoL  They  can  attack  ua  by  detach- 
ment only ;  and  it  will  suffice  to  make  ourselves  equal 
to  what  thsy  may  detach.  Even  a  smaller  force  than 
what  they  may  detach  will  be  rendered  equal  or  supe- 
rior by  (he  quiekoeis  with  which  any  check  may  be  re- 
paired with  ua,  while  losses  with  them  will  bo  itrepara- 
Us  till  loo  late.  A  small  naval  force,  then,  is  sufficient 
lbrus,and  a  small  one  ia  necessary.  What  thia  dioald 
be,  I  will  not  undertake  to  say.  I  will  only  say,  ilrfiould 
by  no  means  be  so  great  as  we  are  able  to  make  it.  Sup- 
pose the  millian  of  doUaia  or  £200,000  which  Virginia 
could  annually  qwre,  without  distreas,  to  be  applied  to 
the  creating  of  a  navy.  A  single  year's  oontrtbntion 
would  build,  equip,  man,  and  send  to  sea  a  force  which 
should  carry  3(H)  guns.  The  rest  of  the  Confederacy, 
exerting  thtnnselves  in  Ihesame  propor^on,  would  equip, 
in  the  same  time,  1,600  guns  more.  So  thatoneyeai'a 
ooDtribution  wotild  set  up  a  navy  of  i,eO0  guns.  The 
British  ships-o^the-line  average  7S  guns,  their  frigates 
38 — 1,908  guns,  then,  would  form  a  fleet  of  30  ships, 
IS  of  which  might  be  of  the  Une,  and  IS  tHgates.  Al- 
lowing B  men,  (the  British  average  for  evety  gun,)  their 
annual  expense,  ineJnding  subsistence,  pay,  clothing, 
and  ordinary  repairs,  would  be  about  91.380  for  every 
gan,  or  $3,304,000  for  the  whole.  I  state  thia  only  as 
oa»  year's  poswhle  exertion,  without  deciding  whe- 
ther more  ot  lesa  than  a  year's  exvttaD  should  b«  thus 


Mr.  P.  perfectly  concurred  ia  this  opinion.  He 
had  frequently  expressed  it.  But  the  gentleman 
from  FeDDsylvania  savs  we  hare  no  money,  and 
thereforeweought  Deither  to  haveaiuiTy  doc  any- 
thiug  else,  lo  defend  ourselves  at  home  or  at  sea. 
He  tells  the  House  thai  our  revenue  will  not  exceed 
ten  miltioDS,  and  that  if  we  aaree  to  have  theae 
ships  built,  we  shall  want  twelve  millions.  Mr. 
P.  trusted  that  if  these  two  millionE  were  wanted 
the  waysand  means  will  be  found,  rather  thnn  thai 
we  shall  suffer  oor  commerce  to  be  destrofed,  and 
lose  hU  our  credit  as  a  nation  abroad.  Admitting, 
said  Mr.  P.,  that  our  debt  is  a  hundred  millions  of 
dollurs,  it  must  be  recollected  that  its  increase  has 
been  owing  to  a  number  of  causes  which  could  not 
be  avoided,  amongst  which  waa  our  war  wdth  the 
Indians,  the  Western  insurrecilon,  our  treaty  with 
Algiers,  and  the  building  of  vessels  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  commerce;  but  if  our  debt  is  fifteen 


millio 


lithe 


of  the  present  Government,  onr  numbers  have 
greatly  increased  since  that  time,  so  that  he  sup- 
posed, considering  the  number  of  iodividuals  who 
have  to  bear  it,  it  is  not  so  heavy,  in  proportioa  to 
our  population,  as  it  wns  at  that  time.  Having 
the  ability,  therefore,  he  trusted  there  would  be 
found  the  will  to  provide  a  respectable  naval  force 
to  protect  us  at  home,  our  commerce  abroad,  and 
leave  us  in  a  situation  to  be  more  respected  by  for- 
eign uations  than  we  have  heretofore  been,  and 
tlwrcfore  hoped  the  present  motion  wmild  be  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Harper.— Notwithstanding,  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  subjeel  now  before  the  committee,  the  usefnl- 
ness  of  a  Naval  Esublishment  for  the  United 
Stales,  has  been  so  fre<juently  and  so  fully  dis- 
cussed on  rorraer  occastoos,  !  deem  it  important 
lo  enter  once  more  into  a  particular  considemtion 
of  it,  less  on  account  of  the  general  reasons  so 
often  urged  against  the  measure,  than  of  those 
particular  objeelions,  founded  on  the  supposed 
state  of  our  pecuniary  resources,  whereby  it  has, 
at  this  time,  been  assailed. 

The  objections  yesterday  ui«ed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gallatin)  against 
ihe  establiBhrnent  of  a  navy— and  they  are  the 
Mme  which  we  have  beard  from  him  seven  ot 
eight  times  before,  as  often,  indeed,  as  this  subject, 
in  any  shape,  has  been  under  consideration — natu- 
rally divide  themselves  under  two  heads:  the  in- 
adequacy of  our  resources  to  the  support  of  a  na- 
vy; and  the  inadequacy  of  a  navy,  could  we 
support  one,  to  its  main  object,  the  protection  of 
our  commerce.  The  last  is  the  favorite  topic  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  He  has  here- 
tofore given  us  very  many  dissertations  upon  it ; 
and  yesterday  ft  furnished  nim  with  the  chief  ma- 
terials of  a  discburse,  in  which  he  displayed  much 
learning,  and  a  local  forgetfulness  of  history,  mat 
ter  of  fact,  and  just  reasoaing  on  the  actual  stale 
of  things  in  the  world. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  proved 
as  he  chinks,  that  do  possible  navy  could  be  equal 
lo  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  extended  as  it 
is.  And  how  has  he  proved  thisf  By  the  ex- 
ample of  other  natioiu~4f  Holland,  Spain,  anj 
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Qmt  Btitain.  Sehuq,  he  uys,  has  a  very  con- 
sidenbl«  navy,  perhaps  the  ihird  in  Europe;  and 
fel  no  comniace.  Holland  found  hetself  unable 
lajupport  her  nar;,  andeTcu  while  shesupported 
il  wu  uiuble  to  protect  her  trade;  and  therefore 
^  ^ve  il  up,  and  yet,  after  she  had  done  so, 
contmued  to  possess  a  very  great  commerce. 
Etbd  Brilaio,  according  to  bim,  mtstreas  of  the 
ocean  is  she  ha*  been  lor  a  ceotury  patt,  has  nol 
fully  polecled  her  trade  by  her  marine;  which, 
is  iLe  mean  time,  ha«  cost  her  more  than  the 
wbole  sum  which  her  trade  has  yielded— and, , 
iberefore,  she  would  hare  been  better  without  a  i 
urr.  This,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  calcalatiou  of ' 
1  schoolboy,  not  of  a  statesman  ;  of  the  counting- 1 
tunae,  not  of  the  cabinet ;  and  if  the  judgment  of  i 
Ihe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  were  not  warp-  \ 
ed  on  [bit,  as  on  so  many  other  occasions,  by  hia 
unioolai'  political  system,  he  would  be  one  of  the 
hut  persoQi  in  the  world  to  present  the  subject  in 
ipoiDt  of  view  so  much  beneath  a  miudof  the 
inst  political  discernment.  The  gentleman,  in 
Tut,  forgets  that  Britain  is  indebted  lo  her  dbtv, 
not  for  her  commerce  only,  but  for  her  independ- 
ence; not  only  for  the  dominion  of  the  seas,  but 
for  hir  existence  as  a  nation.  Everf  man,  who 
is  ia  the  smallest  degree  versed  in  bistory,  knows 
tksi  Great  Britain,  but  for  her  navy,  must  long  ; 
aace  have  been  a  province  of  France.  Had  not  i 
Brilain  been  mistms  of  the  ocean,  France  would 
long  since  have  been  not  only  her  mistress,  but : 
umlrcaa  ot  Ihe  rest  of  Enrope.  That  great  peo- 
ple, paiiing  within  itself  all  ihe  sources  of  milita- 
ry, peenniary,  and  maritime  strength,  has  never 
ceased  to  contend  for  univeraal  empire,  with  im- 
menie  means,  vast  genius,  boundless  ambition^ 
a£d  unwearied  perseverance,  since  the,  period 
when  two  centuriesngo  its  provinces  became  uni- 
ted under  one  GovernmenL  and  its  immense  re- 
wDites,  managed  and  called  into  activity  by  a 
Minister  whose  mind  was  equal  to  his  station, 
were  directed  to  the  increase  of  its  power  and  ex- 
tension of  its  limits.  How  has  Britain  been  ena- 
bled to  check  this  formidable  career,  to  maintain 
iur  own  power,  and  to  arrive  at  her  present  hieh 
»tch  of  consequence  in  the  scale  of  nations  7  Not 
by  her  poputation,  which  is  liille  more  than  one- 
ibird  oi  that  possessed  by  France;  nor  by  her  in- 
sular iitualioOj  which  heretofore  could  not  [ho- 
lectluTfiam  lavasion  and  conquest;  nor  by  her 
military  pcwer,  which,  when  compared  with  that 
of  France,  has  never  been  conEiderable;  bat  by 
i>er  navy.  It  was  that  navy,  and  the  wealth 
which  commerce,  protected  by  it,  poured  into  her 
tip,  that  enabled  net  to  support,  with  glory,  so  un- 
eqoal  a  contest,  to  call  10  her  aid  the  military 
force  of  Germany,  and  tbus  to  eitablish  a  eounier- 
poiw  la  the  power  of  France.  But  for  this  naval 
fone,  and  the  commerce  which  it  protected  and 
cheiithed— but  for  this  union,  eemeoted  by  the 
■Doney  sad  aided  by  the  maritime  prepoadet- 
uceoiEnglaod — France,  combining  as  she  did, 
greaiei  means  of  strength  of  every  kind  than  any 
other  nation,  or  even  tnan  all  the  nations  of  Eu- 
Npe  aaited,  except  Qermany  and  Great  Britain, 
mnstloDg  lince  have  established  her  dominion 


over  all.  England  must  have  fallen  first,  being 
unable  without  the  command  of  the  sea  to  save 
herself  from  invasion;  and  then  the  Powers  of 
the  Continent,  deprived  of  the  pecuniary  aid 
wherewith  England  was  enabled  by  her  com- 
merce, under  the  protection  of  her  navy,  to  supply 
and  unite  them,  wonld  have  bent,  one  af^r  ano- 
ther, beneath  her  formidaUe  and  coniiaually  aug- 
menting strength.  Even  now  this  same  navy 
enables  England  lo  ride  secure  amidst  the  most 
terrible  storm  wherewith  the  political  world  baa 
ever  been  afflicted  \  lo  brave  all  the  Iremendons 
dangers  by  which  she  has  been  threatened ;  lo 
ba^  every  attempt  agaiosc  her  safety,  or  that  of 
her  remoiest  possessions;  and  amidst  the  dumay, 
the  humiliation,  or  the  total  overthrow  of  M  many 
Powers,  to  triumph  over  her  rival,  whose  strength, 
always  formidaUe,  is  exercised  not  more  by  her 
extension  of  territory  and  of  influence,  than  by 
the  consternation  wherewith  her  successes  have 
stricken  other  States,  by  the  disunion  and  feeble- 
ness which  has  characterized  their  counsels,  by 
the  terrible  weapon  of  internal  cimmotion  witd 
which  she  threatens,  or  has  actually  assailed  them, 
and  by  the  unheard  of  despotism  of  her  own  Qor* 
ernment,  which  enables  it  to  employ,  in  a  de^TM 
hitherto  unexampled  in  the  bbtoiy  of  civilized 
men,  the  physicel  forces  of  the  nation,  in  execu- 
ting its  plans  of  plunder  and  conquest.  This 
same  navy  enables  England  not  only  to  maintain 
thus  gloriously  a  conflict  so  dreadful  and  so  lue- 
qual,  but  to  stand  the  barrier  between  independ- 
eoce  and  universal  dominion,  between  liberty  and 
the  moat  degrading  despotism,  between  civiliza- 
tion and  the  barbarism  of  the  dark  ages — to  become 
the  citadel  of  property,  the  slote-liouse  and  tha 
banker  of  the  world,  and  to  render  ill  nations, 
with  their  own  consent,  tributary,  by  means  of 
her  commerce,  to  the  support  of  her  greatness. 

What,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  must  we  think  of 
that  political  system  which  estimates  the  British 
navy  by  a  calculation  of  the  sums  which  it  ha* 
cost  lo  maintain  it ;  forgetting  that,  without  thia 
navy,  there  would  have  oeen  no  wailth  to  supply 
these  sums,  and,  perhaps,  no  nation  to  pay  them  ; 
thai  without  this  navy  threat  Britain,  instead  of 
holding  her  present  exalted  station  among  ihePow- 
eis  of  the  earth,  must  long  since  have  sunk  into  x 
secondary  and  unimportant  Stale;  and,  probably, 
into  the  condition  ofa  province  of  that  very  rival 
against  whom  she  now  so  nobly  and  so  gloriously 
contends  1  Is  it  too  much  to  say  of  sncn  a  calctH 
lation,  that  it  is  a  paltry  calculation,  unworthy  at 
a  statesman,  and  befitting  only  a  schoolboy? 

But  even  the  navy  of  Oreat  Britain,  the  ^tle- 
I  man  from  Pennsylvania  has  told  us,  fotmidabls 
as  it  is,  has  not  anbrded  complete  protection  to  her 
commerce.  How  then,  he  asks,  can  we  expect  to 
protect  our  commerce  by  a  navy  7  If  the  gentle- 
man means  by  "proteciiou,"  the  total  prevention 
of  captures  at  sea,  it  is  certain  that  no  nation  ever 
did.  or  ever  can,  protect  its  commerce,  in  that 
scale.  But  that  is  not  the  iroe  idea  of ."  protec- 
tion," which  means  nothing  more  than  such  a  de- 
gree of  safety  as  may  enable  the  merehanU  tA  n 
nation,  taken  a*  a  body,  to  punue  their  commnr- 
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cial  enterprises  without  dJECouragement,  or  eveDt- 
ual  loss.  This  is  all  ihe  proleciioa  thai  is  ever 
attempted,  or  that  is  oecessarjr ;  and  this,  I  coa- 
lend,  we  have  it  in  out  power  to  give. 

RespeciipE  the  navy  of  Holland,  the  gentleman 
from  Peonsflvania  falls  into  a  mistake  equally 
rematkable.  Holland,  be  tells  us,  has  no  navy, 
and  yet  maiotaios  a  very  great  commerce.  For- 
merly she  had  a  itavy,  but  could  nol'maiolain  it. 
and  was  forced  to  give  it  up.    But  where  did  that 

Sntleman  learn  that  Holland  has  no  navy  ^  Had 
e  no  navy  in  the  American  war,  when  with 
!;reat  gallantry,  though  with  unequal  success,  she 
ought  the  English  at  sea?  Had  she  no  navy 
when  she  fitted  out  the  formidable  armament  un- 
der De  Winter,  in  October,  1797,  which,  after  a 
dreadful  conflict,  was  defeated  rather  by  Ihe  su- 
perior address  of  the  British  Admiral,  than  the 
taperior  force  or  bravery  of  his  fleet  ?  Do  we 
not  know  that  even  now,  ufter  this  fatal  defeat, 
shepossesses,  JnherdiSereat  harbors,  a  much  more 
numerous  fleet  than  is  proposed  by  the  present  bill 
for  the  United  States  7  How,  then,  could  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  say  that  Holland  lias 
no  navy  1  He  ought  to  have  known  that  until  [he 
marine  of  France  and  Spain  were  destroyed,  in 
the  present  war,  that  of  Holland  was  sufficient  to 
turn  the  scale  in  their  favor  and  against  Bngland  ; 
which  gave  her  not  only  security  for  her  com- 
merce, but  respectability  and  weight  among  the 
maritime  Powers  of  Europe. 

As  to  the  other  assertion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  that  Holland  a  long  time  ago  foimd 
her  navy  too  bnrdeosome  for  her  resources,  and 
therefore  gave  it  up,  it  is  equally  erroneous.  Hol- 
land, as  we  have  seen,  never  gave  up  her  navy, 
and  even  now,  eibausied  and  ruined  as  she  is  by 
French  fraternity  and  internal  revolution,  main- 
tains a  much  greater  one  than  is  proposed  for  the 
United  States.  There  is,  indeed,  a  period  in  her 
history,  the  close  of  the  last  and  the  beginning  of 
the  present  century,  when  she  ceased  to  be  rank- 
ed with  the  first  maritime  Powers  of  Europe ;  but 
that  happened,  not  through  the  want  of  means,  but 
a  mistase  in  policv.  Before  that  period  her  sys-. 
tern  had  been  wholly  maritime.  All  her  resources 
were  applied  to  her  navy.  A  maritime  armed 
Iteutrality  was  her  great  object,  and  she  long  pre- 
served it  with  success.  Her  commerce,  fostered 
bf  her  marine,  spread  over  every  sea ;  and  the 
northern  maritime  States,  guided  to  the  same  pol- 
icy by  her  influence,  acknowledged  her  as  their 
nmpire,  their  mediator,  and  their  safeguard.    The 

Ct  Powers  courted  her  alliance  and  respected 
rights.  She  interfered  with  weight  in  their 
disputes.  Her  village  of  the  Hague  became  the 
centre  of  their  most  important  negotiations.  She 
disputed  the  empire  of  the  seas  with  them  singly  ; 
and,  at  one  time,  she  held  the  united  forces  of 
France  and  Finland  in  check  at  sea,  and  finally 
compelled  the  French  armies  to  retreat  from  her 
tenitory,  which  they  had  overrun  and  occupied. 
All  this  she  efi'ected  by  means  of  her  navy,  aud  of 
the  resources  which  it  had  furnished  to  her  by  the 
protection  of  her  commerce. 
At  this  period  she  altered  her  system,  and  in- 


stead of  cherishing  her  marine,  and  confining  hei- 
selF  solely  to  the  maintenance  of  her  commerce, 
by  an  armed  maritime  neutraliiy  at  the  head  of 
the  Northern  Powers,  sheengagedio  the  land  wan 
of  the  great  military  Powers,  and  made  eiertioas 
disproportionate  I"  her  strength,  whereby  her  re- 
sources were  exhausted.  Into  this  fatal  mistake 
she  was  drawn  by  the  aspiring  ambition,  the  popu* 
larity,  and  the  heroism  of  one  of  her  own  citizen^ 
stimulated  and  aided  by  the  Rggressions,  the  in- 
sults, and  the  alarming  encroachments  of  the 
French  Monarch,  Louis  XIV.,  at  the  zenith  ofhis 
glory,  evidently  aspiring  to  universal  domician. 
William  III.,  placed  by  his  birth  and  personal 
merit,  at  the  head  of  the  Dutch  nation,  saw  thOK 
objects  of  French  ambition,  and  roused  his  own 
country  to  resistance.  Called,  at  length,  to  the 
government  of  England,  he  communicated  to  that 
nation  his  own  martial  ardor.  He  finally  succeed- 
ed in  forming  a  confederacy  to  check  the  progteM 
of  France.  Of  Ihis  confederacy,  Holland,  his  Da- 
tive country,  was  induced  by  his  influence  to  be- 
come a  principal  member.  At  the  head  of  it  be 
struRgled  against  the  power  of  France,  with  une- 
quafmeans,  and  sometimes  with  uhpro»perousfo^ 
tune,  but  with  a  genius  and  petseveraoce  not  to  be 
subdued,  and  a  heroism  rarely  to  be  equalled.  Af- 
ter his  death,  the  impulse  which  his  mind  h«d 
eiven  to  his  own  and  other  countries  continued  to 
be  felt,  aud  the  confederacy  was  renewed  on- 
der  his  successor,  on  a  different  occasion,  bat 
with  the  same  views.  At  length  its  object  was 
altered.  Prance  was  completely  humbled,  and 
Europe  secured  against  her  enterprises,  but  the 
strength  of  Holland  was  undermined  in  the  strug- 
gle. The  vast  armies  which  she  had  kepi  uphad 
loaded  her  with  debts.  Her  operations  fur  so  many 
years,  by  land,  had  drawn  off  her  attention  from 
her  marine ;  and,  from  that  moment,  it  declined, 
while  that  of  England  rose  gradually  on  its  niiu. 

Hence,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  downfall  of  the  mar- 
itime greatness  of  Holland.  Her  resources  were 
not  eqnal  to  the  maintenance  of  fleets  and  armies, 
of  both  maritime  and  military  strength.  While 
she  was  left  to  attend  solely  to  her  maritime  coii- 
cerns,  she  continued  to  be  powerful,  respected,  aiid 
prosperons ;  but  her  situation  on  the  CoiiiipeDl,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  a  great  and  ambitious  mili- 
tary Power,  drew  her,  perhaps  unnecessarily,  in» 
[and  virars,  to  which  her  stren.jth  was  unequaij 
and,  of  course,  her  naval  power  declined.  BulsiiU 
she  continued  for  a  century  to  keep  up  a  navy  suf- 
ficient to  form  a  considerable  weight  in  the  scale, 
and  (0  secure  attention  to  her  rights  as  a  oaiiMt 
and,  under  this  security,  her  commerce  eonliniMH 
to  flourish,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  li  11  **"■ 
meslic  revolution,  aiding  and  aided  by  foreign  op 
pressioD,  dried  up  all  its  sources. 

What,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  iosiructiOT 
which  we  may  draw  from  this  example?  A  n»" 
tion  whose  population  never  exceeded  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half,  and  whose  territory,  coiiDf*i« 
with  ours,  is  but  a  mere  speck  on  the  surface  M 
the  globe,  a  mere  garden  spot,  was  able  to  ro»i^ 
lain  a  most  formidable  marine,  while  it  »"*°*™ 
to  that  object  solely,  to  extend  it*  commerce  uods 
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ihe  protectioD  of  thta  marine,  aad  to  mainiain 
Doi  only  an  equsl,  but  ■  distioguUhed  rank,  amoog 
ihe  gt^al  Puwers  of  Europe  by  whose  territories 
it  was  surrouaded,  and  by  whose  Tormidable  ar- 
mies it  was  liable  to  be  iavaded.  Even  this  na- 
tion, after  a  mistake  in  its  policy,  or  the  premue 
ofinerjtable  circa  tostaDces,  it  oait  be«n  lodnced 
to  direrl  its  attention  from  its  marine  to  land  wars, 
to  eibaust  its  resources,  and  burden  itself  witb 
debts  too  great  for  its  means,  by  these  dispropor- 
tionite  eSort^  still  was  able  to  pfMerre  a  navy 
luScient  to  give  respectability  to  lis  flag,  and  a 
degree  of  safely  to  its  commerce.  Even  now, 
when  its  reaodrces  are  dried  up  by  anarchy,  or  di' 
verted  by  foreign  exaction  into  the  coflen  of  ano- 
iber  natiott ;  when  its  territory  is  curtailed,  and 
its  population  reduced  to  oue  milliou  and  a  half; 
when  it  is  compelled  to  maintain  an  army  of 
35,000  men  for  Prance,  still  it  has  a  navy  greater 
than  we  propose.  Shall  it,  then,  be  said  that  this 
country,  with  probably  six  millloDB  of  population, 
most  rapidly  inerea0iog ;  with  an  extent  of  terri' 
tory  capable  of  containing  fifty  millions;  witb  a 
commerce  greater  than  that  of  Holland  ever  was; 
and  with  more  tonnage  and  sailor*  than  she  ever 
possessed ;  is  not  able  to  support  such  a  navy  es 
she,  even  since  the  commencement  of  her  dowo' 
fait,  has  alwayasupported,  and  still  supports?  Yes, 
it  is  said  by  the  getitleman  from  Pennsylvania; 
bat  the  good  sense  of  this  House  and  of  this  coun- 
try, wil^  I  trust,  correct  his  mistake,  as  as  it  has 
so  often  done  heretofore. 

But  if  it  were  true,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  Holland 
had  afforded  do  protection  to  her  commerce  by  the 
navy  which  she  has  been  able  to  keep  up,  does  it 
follow  that  the  same  thing  will  bappen  to  usi 
'  Will  the  same  navy  be  more  efficacious  in  our 
ease,  than  in  the  easeof  Holland,  or  Spatn, or Por- 
tngall  This  must  be  taken  for  granted  in  order 
logiveaoy  soliditv  to  the  argument  of  thegentle- 
naD  from  Pennsrlvania,  and  yet  Dothing  can  be 
mote  untrue.  Those  States  ate  aituat^  at  ibe 
very  door  of  the  great  maritime  Powers,  and  their 
domiaioDs  are  also  exposed  to  invasion  by  land. 
They  must,  therefore,  either  singly  or  by  comblna- 
tioni  with  other  Powers,  contend  against  the  whole 
msritimE  force  of  those  great  Sutes,  and  must 
fflaiauin  ttavies  adequate  to  that  purpose.  But 
wc  are  under  no  such  necessity.  Placed  at  a  vast 
distance  from  those  great  Powers,  and  in  the 
neighborhood  of  those  posEessiona  which  contrib- 
Dte  most  to  ibe  support  of  their  commerce  and 
their  navies,  we  can  attack  them  in  a  weak,  and 
yet  a  vital  part,  with  our  whole  force,  while  but  a 
nnall  part  of  their  force  can  at  any  time  be  brought 
loact  aeainst  us.  It  is  with  this  part  only  that 
we  ihill  bave  to  contend,  should  they  at  any  time 
dtiie  us  into  a  war.  Let  us  take  England  as  an 
insiaDce.  Her  great  and  valuable  posiessions  lie 
Hour  threshold.  The  uniform  course  of  the  trade- 
winds  compels  all  her  vast  and  rich  commerce 
mth  those  possessions,  to  pass  almosi  in  sight  of 
oar  ihores.  The  force  which  she  can  send  to  pro- 
tect this  commerce  and  annoy  us,  in  case  of  a  rup- 
ture, will  not  be  her  whole  force,  bat  that  pari  of 
It  only  which  she  can  spare  from  Europe,  after 


securing  her  preponderance  there.  France,  not- 
withstanding the  prostrate  condition  of  her  navy 
at  present,  possesses  maritime  means  which  will 
speedily  enable  her  to  raise  it  up  again,  whenso- 
ever those  means  come  to  be  directeil,  as  one  day 
they  must,  by  a  Oovetnraent  of  some  understand- 
ing. This  navy,  and  the  maritime  combinations 
which  will  be  formed  under  its  protection,  Eng- 
land must  walcb  and  keep  under.  Her  existence 
will  depend  upon  it.  She  wilL  therefore,  have  but 
little  force  to  spare  which  she  can  bring  to  act 
against  us.  A  comparatively  small  maritime 
force,  therefore,  will  compel  her  to  respect  us,  and 
to  avoid  a  quarrel  with  us  by  all  just  and  rea- 
sonable means. 

It  follows  that  a  moderate  navy,  a  much  smaller 
one  than  Holland,  Spain,  or  even  Portugal,  have 
supported,  would  be  sufficient  for  onr  proieetloo, 
aided  by  the  peculiar  advantages  of  our  situation. 
Those  nations,  iticonsiderabls  as  they  are  when 
compared  to  us  in  popolation,  wealth,  and  extent 
of  territory,  have  supported  navies  which,  how- 
ever unequal  to  that  of  England,  hare  yet  aRbrded 
some  degree  of  protection  to  their  trade,  rendered 
(heii  flags  in  some  degree  respectable,  and  given 
them  a  weight  in  the  scale,  a  consequence  among 
nations,  which  otherwise  they  could  not  hare  had. 
And  shall  not  we,  with  out  great  and  increasing 
resources,  and  the  peculiar  atlvantages  of  our  sitn* 
ation,  be  able  to  effect  still  more  I 

We  shall  never  be  able,  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  tells  us,  to  afibrd  complete  protec- 
tion to  our  commerce  by  a  navy.  No  nation,  he 
says,  has  done  it,  and  we  can  never  bope  to  do  it. 
Be  it  so,  Mr.  Chairman ;  but  if  wc  cannot  hare 
complete  protection,  are  we  therefore  to  have  no 
protection^    If  we  cannot  prevent  any  of  ottr 


drive  privateers  from  our  coasts,  prevent  them 
from  blocking  up  our  harbors,  saAing  into  oar 
rivers,  and  making  prize  of  our  vessels  within  oor 
very  ports!  WiB  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania seriously  tell  me,  that  because  I  am  not 
rich  enough  to  live  in  a  palace,  I  shall  therefore 
deny  myself  a  decent  and  comfortable  habitation? 
Surely  not,  and  yet  this  is  the  amount  of  his  argu- 
ment on  this  poinL 

He  further  tells  us,  that  we  never  shall  be  able  to 
contend  on  the  ocean  with  the  great  maritime  Pow- 
ers. As  often  as  it  suits  his  purntse,  he  blazooa 
forth  the  vast  naval  power  of  England,  places 
before  our  eyes  her  six  hundred  ships  ot  war, 
and  then,  witn  a  most  anti-patriotic  triumph,  asks 
as  what  our  six  seventy-fours,  and  ten  or  aftean 
frigates,  can  do  against  this  mighty  Golossns.  I 
grant,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to 
contend  with  this  force,  nor  do  I  wish  it.  I  aim 
not  at  dominion,  but  at  defence.  To  dominion  we 
cannot,  and  ought  not.  to  aspire.  To  protec^alIr 
commerce  against  that  portion  of  the  maritime 
force  of  Europe  which  can  be  brought  to  ajct 
against  ua,  we  can  and  ought  to  aspire.  The  dif- 
ference between  defeats  and  dominion,  constitntM 
the  difference  between  that  gentleman's  argument 
and  truth. 
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So  muefa,  Mr.  Chtirman,  for  tlie  example  of 
HollRDd,  who,  had  she  abstaiDed  from  land  wars, 
and  peiBJsWd  in  [hat  syslem  of  maiilime  policy 
on  which  we  wish  to  eater,  persisted  in  fostering 
hcT  iia*y  with  her  whole  care,  would,  at  this  day, 
bare  heen,  if  not  eijual  to  England,  at  least  a 
second-rate  Power ;  instead  of  being  what  she  is, 
a  paltry,  ruined,  and  miserable  province  of  France. 

As  to  the  example  of  Spain^  I  am  really  aston- 
ished that  any  gentleman,  having  the  least  pretea- 
lions  to  historical  knowledse,  sluiuld  adduce  it  in 
a  discussion  about  the  conduci  and  policy  of  na- 
tions. Spain  indeed  has  a  Beet,  without  commerce, 
and  that  fieet  is  void  of  efficiency;  but  this  pro- 
ceeds from  weakness,  the  total  incapacity  of  her 
OoTemmenl)  from  its  want  of  sense,  its  want  of 
energy,  and  its  subjection  to  foreign  influence. 
The  spirit  of  the  natioti,  its  military  enterprise  for 
which  it  once  was  famous,  its  naval  prowess,  have 
been  sunk  and  broken  by  the  miserable  politics 
of  its  Government :  and  we  ought  not,  therefore, 
to  lakeitinto  the  calculation  of  what  a  oation  may 
effect  by  wise  and  vigorous  counsels.  Spain  has 
been  a  great  natioit,  and  with  a  Gkivernment  poB- 
aessiug  sense,  spirit  and  energy,  might  be  a  great 
nation  again ;  but  her  Gktvernment,  instead  of  guid- 
ing ber  to  independence  and  glory,  has  kitbd 
itself  up  to  become  a  contemptible  tool  in  the  hands 
of  the  French  Directory — a  mere  board  of  tai-gath- 


of  port,  at  the  orders  of  France,  and  was  defeated 
by  a  force  ooe-baU  its  inferior;  and  has  ever  since 
been  ignominiously  blocked  up  in  port.  This  fleet, 
manned  by  Amencan  sailors  and  commanded  by 
American  officera,  or  by  those  of  Britain,  would 
eiHistitute  a  formidable  maritime  force.  As  it  is, 
it  amounts  to  nothing. 

But  still  it  proves,  inefficient  as  it  is,  that  Spain, 
even  without  the  aid  of  commerce,  can  maintain 
a  lar^e  fleet.  Shall  it  then  be  said  that  we,  with 
OUT  immense  commerce,  cannot  maintain  that 
■mall  establishment  whicn  would  be  sufficient  for 
OUT  purposes  7 

If  we  consider  a  navy  under  the  view  of  ex- 
pense, we  shall  find  it  not  only  the  most  effica- 
cious mode  of  strength  for  us,  and  the  best  adapt- 
ed to  oar  particular  situation,  but  by  far  the  cheap- 
est, in  proportion  to  its  efficiency.  According  to 
the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
the  average  expense  of  the  British  nary  for  12 
years  past,  ineluding  six  years  of  war,  and  six 
of  peace,  has  been  six  miUioits  sterling  pet  anntim. 
Since  tne  commencement  of  the  present  war,  Iter 
vh^  annual  expense,  we  know,  has  bem  enor- 
moui — iwenty-fire  millions  amuially  at  least,  and 
probably  much  more.  If  we  suppose  thnt  the  an- 
■nal  war  expense  of  ber  nary  has  been  ten  mil- 
lions, (whicli  perhaps  is  near  the  truth,  thongh  not 
Wring  lately  recurred  to  the  statements  on  that 
■nbject  I  do  not  exactly  recollect  them,)  it  will  re- 
sult thai  the  expense  of  the  British  navy,  during 
die  present  war,  has  been  little  more  than  one-third 
of  ber  whole  expense.  The  other  two-tfairds  hare 
gane  to  the  army.  If  wc  compare  the  eSect  pro- 
duced by  her  nary  with  that  of  her  exertions 


land,  we  shall  find  that  they  bear  no  proportion  to 
each  other.  Her  soldiers  hare  always  fought  gal- 
lantly, but  from  their  inferiority  in  numbers,  and 
oiher  causes,  ibey  have  made  little  figure,  and  still 
less  impres!>ion  on  her  enemy.  Her  navy,  oo  the 
other  hand,  has  been  uoifarmfy  triumphant.  It  has 
humbled  toe*  united  maritime  strength  of  more 
than  two-thirds  of  Europe  in  the  dust  al  ber  feet. 
It  has  enabled  her  to  make  many  important  con- 
quests, and  to  protect,  not  ooly  from  conquest  but 
from  invasion,  every  part  of  her  own  dominions, 
both  at  home  and  abroad ;  and  that  at  a  lime  when 
greater  means  were  brought  to  act  against  he 
than  hare  ever  before,  in  modem  times,  been  cobi- 
biited  nnder  the  direcli<»i  of  one  Power.  It  has 
rendered  her  the  protectress  of  Europe,  cro'wned 
her  with  glory,  and  poured  into  her  lap  the  com- 
roerce  and  the  wealth  of  more  than  half  of  the  uni- 
verse. These  are  the  ben^ts  which  she  has  de- 
rived from  her  navy,  and  they  hare  cost  ber  about 
one-third,  or  a  little  more  perhaps,  of  her  whole 

annual  expense.    This  may  serve  tr ~  ~ 

'■ power,  to  those  natio 


1,  like  n 


aspire  to  ii,  is  infinitely  cheapest  in  proportion  to 
its  efficiency ;  for  not  ten  limes  the  sum  which  the 
British  navy  has  cost  could  have  enabled  that  na- 
tion, in  any  other  way,  to  produce  half  the  effect 
in  the  present  war. 

If  we  look  back  to  former  wars — to  her  history 
for  a  centory  pasi — we  shall  find  the  seme  obser- 
vation fully  verified.  From  authentic  statements 
which  have  been  publiabed  it  appears  that,  from 
the  beginning  of  this  century  up  to  the  year  1783, 
(the  termination  of  our  war,)  tne  annual  expense 
of  the  British  navy  has  been,  on  an  average,  bnt 
one-third  of  ihewar  expense  of  that  nation.    With- 


nnironnly  nnfortun.ile,  except  indeed  for  a  short 
period,  while  her  arms  were  conducted  by  the  tri- 
umphant genius  of  Marlborough.  But  al  sea,  she 
never  ceased  to  hold  victory  enchained  to  her  car, 
and  by  naval  triumphs  she  has  risen  to  her  present 
colossal  strength. 

Let  us,  Mr.  Chairman,  reap  instruction  from  this 
great  example.  Of  all  nations,  Britain  not  except- 
ed, we  are  the  most  favorably  situated  for  mari- 
time operations.  We  possess  within  ourselves  all 
the  materials  in  the  greatest  abundance.  Our 
builders  are  skilful;  our  sailors  numerous,  hardy, 
and  expert ;  onr  commerce  is  vast  and  increasing ; 
our  sea-coast  extends  two  thousand  miles,  affora- 
iog  everywhere  the  finest  harbors ;  a  great  por- 
tion of  our  people,  living  near  the  sea,  are  nat- 
nraliy  inclined  to  maritime  pursuits;  onr  popola> 
tion,  our  agriculture,  and  our  wealth,  increase 
rapidly,  and  our  vast  territory  affords  the  ineaDi 
of  furiner  increase  almost  beyond  the  power  of  cal- 
etilation.  Bren  the  boasted  insular  situation  of 
Britain  gives  her  no  advantage  orer  us  in  this 
respect ;  for  as  to  all  purposes  of  defence  our  situ- 
ation also  is  insnlar,  since  our  inland  settiemenb 
bounded  by  immense  deserts,  and  the  oply 


If  attacked,  we  must  be  attacke 
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uteren  belter  situated  than  Briuiu,  since  ahe  is 
ilrided  rroro  her  ettemies  by  a  narrow  chanoel 
Dili;,  while  OUTS  must  cross  a  sea  a  ihouund  leagues 
vide  befive  they  cao  reach  us.  Such  is  the  pecu- 
liar felicilr  of  our  situatioa,  that,  as  to  all  purposes 
oT  poputatioa  and  Tree  extent  of  limits,  we  are  ou 
t  coolioenL  and  on  au  island,  as  to  all  purposes  of 
deffoee.  And  while  the  great  Datioos  of  Europe 
most  cross  this  immense  ocean  to  attack  us,  oar 
licieitj  to  their  tich  possessions,  and  lo  the  neces- 
ai^  coarse  of  their  commerce,  eDafales  us  to  attack 
them  almost  at  oar  own  doors.  Our  operaiions 
iQar.therefore,bew'hollf  mariiiine.  If  we  defend, 
*c  defend  at  sea.  If,  in  order  to  secure  respect  to 
Mir  rights,  -we  are  compelled  ai  any  lime  lo  make 
mnelves  be  felt,  and  to  attack,  we  attack  by  sea. 
Wc  can  be  under  no  necessity  of  dividing  our 
fofce  and  oor  resources  by  keeping  up  large  Mili' 
tuy  Elstablishiueiits.  A  small  body  oftroops, 
coDliiined  permaaently,  for  ordinary  ourposes,  and 
lujmented  occaaionaUy,  in  times  uf^danger,  will 
be  sufficient  for  us :  and  we  may  employ  alt  our 
Tist  and  increasing  resources  in  the  creation  and 
sapport  of  a  Marine. 

Bat  «re  are  told,  Mr.  ChaimuD,  that  we  ought 
tiot  to  make  the  proposed  increase  of  our  Navy  at 
pnaeni,  because  we  must  borrow  money  at  8  per 
ceaL  We  hare,  howsver,  aheady  resolved  to  bor- 
row money  at  that  rate.  The  act  authorizing  the 
torn  was  passed  at  the  last  session.  The  proposals 
Ibrtlw  loan  have  been  published  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  The  money  is  to  be  borrowed, 
and  Mirely  it  is  not  intended,  that  when  borrowed, 
ii  ihall  lie  useless  in  the  Treasury.  As  we  have 
reaotTed  to  borrow  the  money,  I  hope  we  shall 
resolTe  not  to  use  it,  because  we  think  the  interest 
too  high. 

As  to  the  rale  of  interest,  lei  me  aik  wbethi 
3BJ  nation  does  borrow,  or  has  borrowed,  at  less  1 
1  believe  not.  We  know  the  terms  on  which  tbi 
British  Government  haK  made  its  toans;  aod  I 
ibiok  1  may  safely  assert,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  immense  wealth  of  that  nation,  and  the  fii 
irliance  placed  by  it  on  [lie  credit  of  its  Govei 
neoi.  loans  hare  never  been  made  there,  or  I 
lery  seldom,  at  less  than  8  per  cent.  The  form  of 
ib«  loan,  indeed,  is  different.  Stock  is  sold  bear- 
i*g3  per  cent.,  but  it  is  sold  alaiate  which  brings 
ih«  ioterest  oa  the  sum  actually  received  by  Oov- 
tnaent  up  lo  8  per  cent.  Many  persons  have 
c«unided  that  mucbmorethanSpei  cent,  is  paid — 
as  mac b,  perhaps,  as  10  per  cent.  The  statements 
of  [he  BAinister  himself  often  place  it  as  high 
From  themode,too,in  which  their  loans  are  made, 
\it  British  Government  can  never  reduce  the 
iateTcat;  whereas,accordiagloourmode,wemay, 
u  the  end  often  years,  avail  ounelves  of  any  favor- 
>Ue  eircomstances  to  pay  off  the  debt  by  a  new 
IttuL,  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest — perhaps  5  per 
tm.  It  appeani,  therefore,  that  we  borrow  on  as 
moderate  and  beneficial  terms  as  any  Government 
on  expect,at  a  tioie  like  the  present,  when  money 
a  in  soeb  great  demand,  ana  bears  so  high  a  rati 
of  ioteiest  aaong  individuals.  And  when  ibi 
is  to  lake  measures  for  the  protection  of  ou 
'  oar   national  rights,  1  cannot  se- 


(be  policy  of  making  a  difficulty  about  one  or  two 
per  cent,  in  the  rate  of  interest.    If  we  defend  our 
commerce,  and  secure  respect  fur  our  rights,  we 
•hall  be  enabled  to  pay  this  mterest,or  even  a  higher 
ie,if  necessary,  with  easei  but  if, for  fearof  bor- 
wing  at  (his  rate  of  ioterest,  we  neglect  the  de- 
fence of  our  rights,  our  commerce  will  be  destroyed, 
and  ovr  citizens  will  have  ooihiug  to  tend;  our 
revenue  will  fail,  our  credit  will  fail,  and  our  wealth 
will  fail.    We  shall  neither  have  the  means  of 
borrowing  nor  of  paying  interest,  however  low  the 
rate  of  interest,  or  whatever  necessity  we  may  be 
under  to  get  the  money.     The  consideration  of  one 
two  per  cent,  therefore,  in  (be  rate  of  interest, 
cannot  help  considering  as  a  paltry  considera- 
m  on  a  question  of  (his  Kind. 
Since,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  on  the  question  of 
expense,  I  deem  it  proper  to  present,  in  this  place 
and  on  this  occasion,  a  short  sketch  of  our  present 
financial  situation — of  our  means,  compared  with 
our  expenses.    I  deem  it  proper  to  make  this  siate- 
menL  not  because  I  fina  the  estima(e  yesterday 
presented  bv  (he  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to 
De  materially  erroneous,  but  in  order  to  show  that 
if  the  bill  as  now  before  the  committee  should  pass, 
our  resources  will  yet  be  sufficient  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  present  year,  without  farther  taxes 
or  a  new  loan. 

In  estimating  the  revenue  of  1709, 1  have  taken 
that  of  1798  as  a  safe  basis ;  because  I  do  not  con- 
ceive that  there  is  any  ^ood  reason  for  apprehend- 
ing a  material  diminuuon.  An  increase,  indeed, 
may  rather  be  expected,  because  the  depredations 
on  our  commerce  have  affected  the  revenue  of 
1798,  in  a  greater  degree  than  they  will  probably 
affect  that  of  the  present  year. 

fl«wTOe/orl799. 
In  1708  the  impost  and  tonnage  produced  the  sum 
of  67,405,420.  In  1799  they  ought  to  be  some- 
thing greater,  because  the  new  duty  on  salt  of 
eight  cents  per  bushel,  which  did  not  commence 
uniLl  September,  1797,  aud  are  calculated  at 
8120,000,  wiU  come  into  the  Treasury  in  1799. 
Being  on  a  credit  of  nine  months,  very  little 
was  received  from  them  io  1798.  Making 
allowance,  however,  for  the  effect  of  captures, 
which  was  heavily  felt  in  1798,  and  may  be 
more  so  in  1799,  it  will,  perhaps,  be  unsafe  lo 
estimate  these  duties  for  the  present  year  higher 
than  their  product  in  the  last,  wbicli  was 

87,405,420 
In   1798,  the  internal  revenues,  ex- 
clusive of  stamp  duties,  produced 
$585,879,aii  much,  atleasi.may  be 
expected  for  the  present  year      -  585,879 

In  1798,  the  revenue  from  the  Post 
Office  was  $57,000.  The  same 
may  be  eipecled  this  year  -  57,000 

[Id  179B,  the  sale  of  public  lands 
produced  *51.049.  This  is  an  in- 
creasing and  very  important  branch 
of  revenue,  but  its  proceeds  being 
appropriated  by  law  to  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  public  debt,  it  can- 
not be  taken  inio  the  estimate  of 
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\iienns  for  defraying  the 
:peaiiiiiire  of  QoverDinent.] 
ip  duties,  Bccordiag  to  the 
acctfunt  which  has  been  rendered 
for  1798.  during  two  quartera  of 
which  itey  have  bi;en  in  opera- 
tion, may  safely  be  estimated  for 
1794,  at     -  -  -  - 

he  bauk  dividends  of  the  United 
States,  a^  stockholders  in  the  bank, 
Toduce     -  -  .  - 


Otl 

may  b 

The  direct  tax  is  {3,000,000;  but  if 
we  deduct  for  the  expense  of  the 
first  valuations,  and  of  one  year's 


tlO.138,219 


From  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  of  May  1st,  1798,  il  appears  [hat  there 
was  last  year  a  balance  of  $1,080,000  of  revenue 
beyond  the  ordinary  expenditure.  This  balance 
was  subject  to  the  extraordinary  appropriations 
for  that  year;  and  we  know  that  it  was  greater 
than  the  report  stated,  because  in  that  report, 
the  import  and  tonnage  duties  were  estimated 
at  {7,000,000  only,  wliereas  they  actually  pro- 
duced t7.405,4S0,  while  on  the  other  hand  the 
intental  reTenues  fell  short  about  $115,000  of 
the  estimate.  The  balance,  therefore,  in  fa 
was  $235,000  greater  than  the  report  made  it, 
$1,365,000;  and,  as  in  the  aforesaid  estimaie, 
1300,000  were  allowed  for  the  payment  of 
awards  under  the  sixth  article  of  the  British 
Treaty,  no  part  of  which  sum  was  called  for 
last  year,  this  S300.000  must  also  be  added  to 
the  balance;  which  raises  it  to  $1 665,000.  Bui, 
as  wc  have  not  yet  seen  the  detailed  account  of 
receipts  and  expeaditures  for  last  year,  it  is  not 
known  what  part  of  the  balance  has  been  actu- 
ally expended  in  the  naval  and  military  prepa- 
rations voted  last  session,  and  il  is  therefore  the 
most  safe  co  leave  it  entirely  out  of  the  present 
calculation,  and  to  take  tne  revenue  of  this 
year  at  the  above  sum  of  -  -  110,138,219 

If  to  this  we  add  (be  5,000,000  loan,      5,000,000 

authorized  at  lB5lsession,and  propo 

sals  for  which  have  actually  been 
published,  it  gives  for  the  whole 
ways  and  means  of  the  present 
year,  now  provided,  (he  sum  of     -    15,138,219 


We  now  come   to    the   expenditure  which   is 
composed  of  the  following  sums ; 
The  principal  and  interest  due,  in  the  present 

year,  oo  the  foreign  debt  -       8676,801 

Interest,  and  extinguishing  annuity 

of  two  per  cent,  on  the  six  per  cent. 

■took  ....      2,321,525 

Intetesl  oa  the  three  per  ceot.  stock  •         587,097 
Ditto  on  the  51  do  do    -        101,689 


Interest  on  the  4i  per  cent,  stock 

Ditto  on  (he  unfunded  debt  • 

The  interest  paid  on  domestic  loans 
in  the  last  year,  was  (238,679 ;  but 
as  a  laree  amount  of  ihose  loans 
was  paid  off  in  the  course  of  last 
year,  the  interest  for  the  present 
year  will  require  a  much  less  sum. 
It  may  be  stated  at 

To  this  must  be  added  the  interest  of 
the  new  loan,  for  a  whole  year  to 
S400,000;  but  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  instalments  are  to  be 
paid  in,  and  (he  interest  to  com- 
mence, not  more  than  half  of  that 
sum  will  be  necessary  for  the  pre- 
sent year,  this  item  must  be  stated  at 

The  principal  and  extinguishing  an- 
nuity of  two  per  cent,  on  the  de- 
ferred debt,  amounts  to  «1,146,370, 
but  as  neither  is  payable  till  the 
year  1801,  it  cannot  be  taken  into 
the  account  of  expenditure  for  the 
present  year. 

The  appropriations  for  the  present 
yearare  not  yet  made ;  but  the  esti- 
mates, from  which  it  is  probable 
that  there  will  be  no  material  varia- 
tion, are  as  follow : 

For  the  civil  list,  diplomatic  depart- 
ment, and  falfilling  treaties 

For  the  present  army 

For  the  additional  army,  $2,740,830 
are  estimated ;  but  the  arm?  being 
not  yet  raised,  it  Is  evident  tnat  not 
more  than  half  the  expense  can  be 
incurred  during  the  present  year; 
probably  not  more  than  one-tnird ; 
but  takrng  it  at  one-half,  it  is 

Present  Naval  BstabI ish men t^  includ- 
ing the  expense  of  finishug  and 
equipping  for  sea  those  vessels, 
which  are  yet  unfinished,  and  of 
maintaining  the  whole  number  tilt 
the  end  of  the  year 

Military  pensions      ... 

Light-houses,  &c.       .  .  ■ 

Contmgent  expenses  of  (kivernment 

Trading-houses  with  Indians 

Miscellaneous  claims 

Making  a  total  for  the  expenses  of 
this  vear,  according  (o  the  present 
establishment,  of     -  -  -    ■ 

There  was  appropriated  last  year  for 
fortifications,  arms,  cannon,  and 
military  stores,  $1,240,000  of  which 
it  canno(  be  supposed  tnat  more 
than  1,000,000  will  remain  to  be 
paid  out  of  (he  treasury  in  the  pre- 
sent year;  though  it  is  not  yet 
known  precisely  what  sum  has 
been  expended  on  tbis  account. 
Add  for  thia  object 
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And  it  gives  tot  the  whole  expense 
DOW  authorized,  a  total  or  -      12,178,149 


Deduct  this  frain  the  whole  amount 

of  waysaod  means  as  stated  above, 

(«ld,138;319)  and  deduct  also,  for 

■wards,  under  the  sixth  article  of  • 

the  Brilish  Trealf ,  (300,000,  which 

hai  been  appropriated,  and  may  be 

wanted  in  the  course  of  this  yesT; 

and  it  leaves  a  clear  balance,  to  be 

applied  to  the  new  Naval  Acma- 

men^l^f     -  -  -  -       8,760,070 

The  sums  proposed  to  be  appropria- 
ted for  tne  armament,  during  the 

preient  year,  we 

For  the  ships      -  -  1,000,000 

For  ship  timber  -  -     100,000 

For  docks  -  -       50,000 

FoTiagmenting  theforce 
of  some  ibips  already 
built   -  -  '       35,000 


Which  is  an  excets  of  the  ways  and  meatis  ol 
the  present  year,  above  all  the  proposed  eipendi- 
iBre, 

Heace  it  appears,  Mr.  Chairmno,  we  may  de- 
Fny  the  whole  expense  of  Oovernment,  the  iate- 
-sirfonr  debt,  the  aoDual  sum  for   the  extio- 


niifament  of  ine  principal,  the  Civil  List,  tht 
Anay,  the  Navv,  cODtiogent  ond  miscellani 
eipenses,  and    thfe   new   Naval    Armament, 


of  the  ways  and  meaos  of  the  present  year, 
and  without  anticipatiog  the  whole  of  the  direct 
tax.  or  perhaps  any  part  of  it.  By  anticipBting 
that  lax,  whicn  the  President  ia  authorized  to  do 
in  use  of  need,  we  shall  have  a  large  surplus  for 
cDDtiDgeocies  and  deficiencies.  All  this  we  can 
efect  without  new  taxes  or  further  loans,  and  by 
the  ways  and  means  provided  for  last  year :  fur 
let  it  tie  retnembered  that  the  five  million  loan 
ud  the  direct  tax  were  provided  fur  the  last  year, 
Md  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  expeoises  voted 
U  the  last  lessioo.  But  we  ^t  through  that  year 
bf  Dqr  ordinary  reveuuen^  without  touching  these 
ewriordinary  funds;  which,  instead  of  being  ex- 
pended during  the  last  year,  will  carry  us  through 
the  present,  at  our  increased  rale  of  expenditure. 
I  well  knoTV,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  if  we  are 
obliged,  by  the  violence  and  injustice  of  other 
naiians,  to  keep  up  and  enlarge  our  Naval  Esiab- 
lisbmentj  to  raise  the  provisional  army ;  and,  in 
wori,  10  coDatder  ourselves  as  in  a  state  of  war, 
and  make  preparation)  suitable  to  such  a  state, 
we  most  make  further  loans,  for  no  nation  ever 
did,  DT  evf  r  can,  in  the  present  state  of  the  world, 
raise  from  taxes,  within  the  year,  sufficient  sums 
'0  defray  war  expenses.  They  are  all  obliged 
to  borrow  money,  and  contract  debts,  in  time 
of  war,  iDd  to  rely  on  paying  them  off  grad- 
Mlly  in  time  of  peace.  This  was  our  prac- 
tice during  our  R«votutionary  war;  and  we  are 
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now  paying  the  debt  then  contracted  to  secure 
our  independence.  Wbile  other  nations  have  re- 
course to  borrowing  in  time  of  war.  and  thus 
increase  ihcir  preaeut  means  by  anticipating  theii 
future  means,  any  one  nation  which  should  reject 
this  resource,  and  confine  itself,  in  its  war  ex- 
penses, to  what  could  be  raised  by  taxes  alone, 
must  speedily  sink  under  ibe  power  of  its  neigh- 
bors. The  means  employed  by  some  must  be 
employed  by  all.  We  also  must  submit  to  this 
common  aecestity,or  submit  to  the  power  of  those 
who  assail  us.  Since  they  recur  to  loans,  and 
thus  increase  their  means  of  attack,  we  must  re- 
sist with  equal  arms,  or  silk  in  the  unequal  con- 
flict. When  they  pul  on  a  coat  of  mail,  we  muat 
put  on  a  coat  of  mail.  If  they  attack  us  with 
cannon,  we  must  employ  cannon  in  our  defence. 


tlie  preparation;  in  a  stale  which  is  war  in  fact^ 
though  not  iu  name,  we  must  have  recourse  to 
loanu  for  defraying  our  expenses,  or  a  great  part 
of  them.  When  this  state  ceases,  it  will  be  foi 
our  wisdom  to  employ  efficiently  tne  resources  of 
the  country  in  exiiuguiahing,  gradually,  the  debt 
which  we  may  thus  be  forced  to  contract. 

And  was  there  ever  a  nation  on  earth,  let  me 
ask,  which  had  less  reason  to  be  afraid  of  con- 
IractiuE  a  debt  in  defence  of  its  rights  than  tbie 
nation*  Was  there  ever  a  nation  whose  present 
burdens  were  so  inconsiderable,  in  proportion  to 
its  mtans  ^  Was  there  ever  a  nation  whose  means, 
in  the  short  period  of  ten  years,  had  multiplied  ia 
the  same  degree  7  Was  there  ever  one  the  pecu- 
liar felicity  of  whose  situation  and  circumstances 
gave  it  so  certain  a  prospect  ofgreai  and  progress- 
ive increase  for  the  luture  ?  Our  extent  of  terri' 
torv  is  unbounded.  Our  population  has  increased 
and  siill  increases  with  unexampled  rapidity.  Our 
revenue  is  bottomed  on  consumption,  and,  as  that 
consumption  must  increase  with  the  increase  of 
□or  population,  and  of  our  wealth,  which  in- 
creases faster  thao  our  population  itself,  it  is  clear 
that  our  present  revenue  must  certainly  become, 
more  and  more  productive.  Many  of  the  moal 
fruitful  sources  of  taxation,  neaily  exhausted  by 
other  nalions,Breyetuntouched,or  but  very  slightly 
touched,  among  us. 

Hence  it  is  clear  that  a  debt  which  in  our  pres- 
ent situation  might  be  inconvenient,  will,  twenty 
years  hence,  if  we  do  justice  to  ourselveSj  become 
mere  sport  aod  play — may  be  paid  off  ov  some 
savings  out  of  our  pocket  money.  And  when 
this  is  our  situation,  aod  these  our  prospects, shall 
we  endanger  these  prospects,  and  deprive  our- 
selves of  the  advantages  of  liiis  situation,  by  re- 
fusing to  grant  the  necessary  means  for  our  de- 
fcnce,  through  fear  of  contracting  a  debt  of  ten 
twenty,  or  even  thirty  millions  of  dollars  1 — 
through  fear  of  incurring  a  debt  which  even  now 
we  should  not  feel,  and  the  means  of  which  must 
every  day  increase,  by  the  natural  increase  of  our 
population,  our  wealth,  and  our  consumption, 
without  an  augmentation  of  taxesl  We  are  at 
present  far  less  taxed  than  any  other  nation  ;  and 
these  taxes,  light  as  they  are,  must,  in  a  few  yeva, 
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with  some  lemporary  additions,  perhaps,  became  | 
more  thao  sumcieDi  to  pay  off,  m  ei  reasooable  | 
time,  any  debt  which  our  dtfencp  al  present  might 
require  us  to  contract.  Since  this  is  our  situation, 
I  trust  that  we  shall  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  put 
forth  our  strength  in  a  degree  sufficieni  to  repel ' 
foreign  aggression,  to  protect  our  nalional  rights  j 
tind  honor,  to  secure  the  property  of  our  citizens, ' 
and  to  inspire  them  with  that  confidence  in  their 
Oorernment  which  it  is  proper  that  the  people  of 
this  country,  above  all  others,  should  uninterrupt- 
edly feel. 

Mr.  NicBOLiB  said  this  question  was  diffcreut 
from  any  former  gulbtion,  with  respect  to  the 
Navy,  which  had  been  before  the  House.  What- 
ever geallemen  may  have  heretofore  said  with  re- 
spect to  the  Rdvauiages  of  a  navy  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  commerce,  they  must  agree  that  the 
present  question  has  a  different  aspect. 


made  attacks  upon  our  commerce  in  the  West 

Mr.  N.  was  far  from  believing  that  our  armed 
vessels  had  produced  the  effect  which  the  com- 
mittee, who  reported  this  bill,  slated  them  to  have 
done.  He  ihougbt  the  gentleman  from  Peon- 
sylvaoia  had  adduced  many  sufiicient  reasons  for 
the  fall  which  had  taken  place  in  the  price  of  in- 
surance, independent  of  our  navy;  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  committee  were  wholly  mistaken  that 
the  ndvamages  already  derived  from  our  navy 
have  exceed^  the  cost  of  it ;  aud  that,  if  it  had 
been  established  several  years  ago,  it  would  have 
proved  a  great  saviog  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  N.  supposed  the  tirst  lime  gentlemen  would 
have  thought  it  proper  for  this  country  lo  have 
taken  alarm,  and  to  have  built  a  navy,  would  have 
been  when  the  British  published  their  provision 
order  of  June,  1793.  Suppose  that  a  fleet,  such 
as  is  now  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
^avy,  and  less  than  which  none  of  the  advocates 
.of  a  Davy  seem  to  think  would  answer  our  pur- 
jiHise,  had  been  then  established,  what  would  it 
ibave  cost  tb«  United  States  at  this  time  7  Ac- 
cording to  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  himself,  the  original  cost  would  have  been 
atleasi        ....       88,173,700 

The  expense  for  six  years,         -        32,300,000 


Total, 


41,473,000 


Let  gentlempn  mi  off  against  this  expense  tbi 
highest  estimate  which  has  been  made  of  capture; 
by  the  French  and  British.  Twenlv  millions  wai 
the  greatest  amount  he  had  ever  heard  FrencI 
captures  reckoned  at,  and  five  millions  the  Bi 


ish.    But  add  millioD 


?,  and  B 


X  chat  the  sum  will  fall  far  short  oFihe  expense  of 
building  and  supporting  a  navy.  He  knew  ex- 
pense was  not  the  only  consideration  on  a  sub|eci 
of  ibis  kind.  He  acknowledged  it  was  a  mortifv- 
ing  consideration  that  this  couulry  should  be  sut- 
iect  to  losses  from  the  depredations  of  foreigners  i 
but,  when  there  are  serious  doubts  that  the  means 
proposed  to  remedy  the  evil  will  not  be  efficient, 


it  certainly  is  worth  while  lo  consider theexpense 
of  those  rnean^,  and  on  that  ground  try  (he  policy 
of  going  inio  the  system  proposed. 

Mr,  N.  confe3f>ed  he  had  always  been'  opposed 
lo  a  naval  force  for  the  purpose  of  warring  with 
Euriyean  nations,  and  whether  the  force  now 
proposed  is  considered  as  necessary  for  defence  or 
offence,  ii  must  have  that  character.  The  pro- 
priety of  a  naval  force  for  this  purpose  never  ap- 
peared to  him  in  a  questionable  point  of  view ;  ne 
thought  every  consideration  of  policy  and  inter- 
est forbids  it.  We  are  well  informed,  said  he,  by 
the  best  historians,  thai  the  British  navy  has  been 
the  means  of  sinking  that  naiion  to  its  present 
state ;  for  he  could  not  admire,  like  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  the  splendor  and  prosperity 
of  a  nation,  which  is  brought  into  such  a  situation 
as  to  render  il  doubtful  whelher  it  can  exist  for  a 
day,  a  monih,  or  any  other  period.  If  ihe  navy  of 
Oreat  Britain,  then,  commenced  under  different 
circumstances  from  those  in  which  we  are  placed — 
which,  according  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  was  not  only  for  the  protection  of  her 
commerce,  but  as  a  defence  against  neighboring 
nations,  aod  to  guard  against  the  worst  revo- 
lutionary principles — has  nearly  ruined  that  coiia- 
Iry  by  the  immense  sums  necessary  for  its  sup- 
port, shall  we,  who,  according  also  to  the  con- 
(ession  of  that  gentleman,  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  European  nations— [Mr.  Harper  interrupt- 
ed Mr.  N.  to  deny  that  he  hadsaid  wehadaolhin^ 
to  fear  from  Europe.  He  had  said  we  had  ooihing 
to  fear  but  from  the  sea.]  Mr.  N.  said  ihis  was 
the  way  in  which  he  understood  the  genllemaa, 
and  thai  no  danger  exists  of  any  invasion  by  a 
laod  force.  If  ihis  is  the  case,  the  use  to  which  a 
navy  can  be  pui  will  only  be  to  defend  our  com- 
merce from  cruisers,  and  passing  fleets.  We  have 
not,  therefore,  half  the  inducements  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  navy  which  influence  European  na- 
lions,  aud  many  powerful  reasons  against  such  a 

The  European  nations  have,  most  of  ihem,  dis- 
tant colonies,  which  they  have  to  protect,  and 
with  which  iheyhave  to  £eep  up  a  constant  com- 
munication across  the  ocean,  which  renders  a  na- 
vy in  some  degree  necessary.  But  all  the  Euro- 
pean nations  commenced  ineir  navies  under  the 
delusion  that  a  small  force  would  only  be  necessa- 
ry, and  thai  one  or  two  ships  would  give  them  an 
ascendency  over  other  nations.  Can  we  expect 
this,  said  Mr.  N.  7  No ;  we  begin  the  hnsinrss 
with  fewer  iodueements  than  any  other  nation 
ever  begun  a  navy,  and  without  necessity  ;-for  it 
is  acknowledged  we  have  nothing  now  to  appre- 
hend from  invasion,  (and  if  we  had,  this  force 
could  not  be  provided  in  time,)  we  have  no  colo- 
nies to  protect,  and  no  intercourse  which  calls  for 

We  cannot,  therefore,  said  Mr.  N.,  embark  in 
this  business  with  ihe  same  motives  which  influ- 
enced all  European  nations  in  establishments  of 
this  kind.  They  built  small  navies  because  they 
would  he  equal  to  cope  with  the  small  navies  of 
their  neighbors ;  but  we  are  about  to  begin  the 
business  with  a  navy  staring  us  in  the  face,  the 
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most  foimidable  that  naj  man  could  suppose  to 
exist.  According  to  hii  colleague,  tbe  Britisb  have 
140  sail-of-the-IiDe ;  and  yet  our  navy  is  oader- 
takea  trith  tbe  aruweit  purpose  of  keeping  her.  as 
well  as  the  oiher  nations  of  Europe,  iu  check.  Mr. 
N.  asked  wheiber  we  could  erei  hope  to  succeed 
in  a  plan  of  this  kind'?  We  certainly  could  not, 
since  Great  Britain  wonld  always  eren  in  war 
hare  more  ihaD  a  sufficient  force  to  meet  all  the 
ships  which  we  can  build.  Besides,  if  our  situa- 
tion, as  gentlemen  say.  will  make  a  small  force  so 
operatire  in  our  haDOs  in  time  of  European  wars, 
will  not  our  possessing  it  be  sufficient  to  produce 
war  with  Great  Britain,  when  it  is  always  a  suffi- 
cient cause  for  war,  in  the  opioion  of  Greet  Bril- 
aJD,  for  any  other  maritime  Power  to  put  a  few 
more  ships  in  commission  than  their  ordinary  es- 
tablishment? And,  if  CoDgreis  were  to  order  the 
building  of  fifiy  ship*,  it  would  only  increase  the 
certainty  of  this  eSeci.  How  is  a  naral  force  to 
guard  lu,  which  Great  Britain  can  destroy,  when- 
erer  she  pleases,  eTen  in  time  of  war?  For  she 
has  frequentiy  ships  stifficient  on  our  coast  to  de- 
stroy all  tbe  vessels  which  are  coutemplated  to  be 
built.  Id  short,  this  navy  will  be  tbe  means  of 
keeping  this  coantry  in  continual  broils.  On  tbe 
first  appearance  of  arming  anv  additional  resiels 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  tor  whatever  cause, 
we  must  set  on  foot  a  oegoliation  to  combine  tbe 
other  Powers  of  Europe  in  our  favor ;  and  ibis 
country  will  become  ine  centre  of  intrigue  and 
tricks  for  the  aceats  of  every  country. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  says, 
this  is  the  cheapest  mode  of  defence ;  but  does 
the  gentleman  prove  this?  Can  he  prove  that 
£10,000,000  sterling  is  only  tde  third  part  ofthe  ei- 
pense  of  defence,  as  he  says  7  Does  he  not  recollect 
how  much  ofthe  revenue  of  that  country  goes  to 
pay  tbe  interest  of  their  enornious  debt,  and,  there- 
fore, cannot  be  coQsideted  as  a  part  of  tbe  eipend- 
iiure  for  defence  7  The  gentleman  will  find,  on 
reflection,  he  is  much  mistaken  in  his  calculation 
in  this  respect.  Tbe  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina has  been  loud  in  his  encomiums  on  the  Bri- 
tish navy,  on  account  of  its  ufefulnest  to  tbe 
world  ;  and  he  calls  the  calculation  ofthe  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  relative  to  the  expensei 
of  a  navy,  a  paltry,  scboolboy  calculation,  be' 
cause  it  has  not  taken  into  view  this  usefulness 
That  gentleman,  said  Mr.  N.,  only  referred  to  the 
BrilisE  navy  so  far  as  it  was  useful  in  the  way 
gentlemen  say  they  expect  ours  to  he  advantage- 
ous. But  from  the  contradictions  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  seemed  to  run  into  on 
this  subject,  he  did  believe  that  he  had  not  an  eye 
to  a  navy,  merely  for  the  defence  9f  our  com- 
merce ;  he  appeared  to  wish  that  this  country 
should  take  a  stand  like  thai  of  Great  Britain,  that 
the  safety  of  the  world  may,  at  a  future  day,  dC' 
pend  upon  us,  as  it  now  does  upon  Great  Britain. 
Mr.  N.  believed  the  ambition  of  this  country,  the 
pride  of  its  Government,  and  naval  commanders, 
will  all  'operate  this  way  ;  and  we  may,  one  day 
or  other,  if  we  proceed  with  this  navy  scheme,  be 
as  aapiritig.  aa  domineering,  as  any  other  nation 
in  the  w^d,  and  by  this  meana  be  emlffoiled  to 


continual  war,  and  be  saddled  with  a  debt  equal  to 
that  of  Great  Britain. 

r.  N.  was  not  satisfied  with  the  observation 
made  by  his  colleague  (Mr.  Pareer)  that,  as  the 
expense  incurred  in  support  of  a  navy  goes  to  our 
own  citizens,  and  is  spent  in  the  country ;  that, 
because  the  money  only  changes  hands,  and  is  not 
lost  to  the  United  Slates,  aggregately,  it  is,  there- 
fore, not  of  much  consequence  that  it  is  drawn 
from  the  pockets  of  the  people  who  earn  it,  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  CJovemmeot.  He  believed 
It  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  keep  out  of  the 
hands  of  Government  money  that  is  unnecessary 
for  il4  proper  uses.  He  believed  the  immense 
expenses  of  the  British  Government  had  a  double 
operation ;  the  taxes  to  supply  them  were  not  only 
oppressive  to  the  people  but  deprived  the  peoide 
of  their  proper  share  in  the  Government  of  that 
ilry.  If  the  British  navy  has  been  the  sole 
e  of  their  enormous  national  debt,  (and  be 
believed  it  would  not  be  denied,)  he  thought  bis 
colleague  ought  to  pause  before  he  wishes  Con- 
gress to  embark  in  a  system  which  seems  so  likely 

make  our  situation  tbe  same  with  hers. 

But  Mr.  N.  found  this  idea,  that,  because  the 
expense  of  our  navy  will  chieUy  be  ai  home,  it 
ought  not  to  be  objected  to,  was  not  confined  to 
his  colleague.  The  usefulness  of  this  money,  in- 
dependent of  tbe  defence  which  was  expected,  he 
feared  was  the  greatest  recommendation  of  the 
Davy  to  some  gentlemen  upon  this  floor;  and  so 
long  as  tbe  people  shall  cheerfully  part  with  their 
money  in  support  of  it,  be  did  not  doubt  the  ex- 
pense will  sufficiently  recommend  itself.  It  will 
give  great  power  lo  the  Executive,  by  disbursing 
money  into  the  hands  of  favorites,  and  by  that 
means  give  to  him  the  power  of  destroying  great 
part  of  the  influence  wnieh  it  was  intended  the 
people  should  have  in  this  Government. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  made  a 
statement  of  our  present  revenue  and  expenditure, 
the  correctness  ot  which  had  been  allowed  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  This  estimate 
was,  however,  confined  to  the  present  year  ;  but, 
if  we  are  to  prepare  for  a  state  of  things  which  is 
to  continue  n)r  several  years,  it  is  not  enough  to 
take  into  view  the  finances  of  the  current  year, 
our  view  ought  to  be  carried  forward  to  some 
years  hence. 

Perhaps,  Mr.  N.  said,  be  did  not  hear  the  gentle- 
man  from  South  Carolina  rightly;  for  he  under- 
stood him  to  say  that,  after  paying  the  expenses 
of  the  current  year,  there  would  remain  a  clear 
balance  of  receipts,  (including  the  five  million 
loan,)  independent  of  the  direct  Ui,  of  $2,700,000. 

[Mr.  Harper  said,  not  independent  of  the  di- 
rect lax,  but  including  ii.] 

If  so,  Mr.  N.  said,  there  would  be  no  material  dif- 
ference in  the  estimates.  He  had  made  estimates 
of  the  expenses  of  the  years  1800,  1801,  and  IS02. 
They  were  aa  follows : 

fbrlSOO. 
Civil  list,  dfcc.  -  -  -    $1,000,000 

Debt 3,800,000 

Permanent  army       -  -  -       I,600,00Q 
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Alien  and  Sedilum  Latna. 


Add(tioDa)  army  now  raisiog 
Annual  support  of  onvy 
Forlificaiions,  arms,  roundries,  &e 
Inslalmeni  of  Dutch  J«bl      - 
Interest  on  new  loan 


2,500,000 

4,000,000 

700.000 

400.000 

400,000 


14,300,000 


CiTil  list,  A.e.,  debt  iucludiog  intereai 
OD  nev  loan,  perrnaneni  and  addi- 
tional army  and  Davjr,  same  a 


-  $13,200,000 
■      1,200;000 

600,000 


Civil  li^i,  &e.,  dtbt,  permaoeat  and 

addiiiaoal  arojy.  naTy,aadiJererred 

debt,  same  as  in  1801  -  -  <14,400,000 

Inatalment  of  Dutch  debt      -  -      1,400,000 


16.800,000 


i  be  beliered  it  would  never  be  really  useful 
to  this  country  ;  but  if  it  should  be  otherwise  de- 
termined by  a  majority  of  Congress,  this,  he 
(houfht,  of  all  times  the  most  improper  to  com- 
.ence  the  work. 
The  quesiion  was  pot,  and  negatived— yeas  40, 
ays  50. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  then  moved  to  atiike  out  what 
relates  to  18^un  vessels,  on  the  ground  that  the 
thirty-nine  small  vessels  which  we  have  are  eufS- 
cieni.    The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  di- 

Mi.  J,  Pahkeb  proposed  filling  op  the  blanks 
in  the  section  fixing  the  pay  of  Captains  in  the 
Navy,  with  an  advance  from  $75  lo  8^*^  P" 
month  to  Captains  of  74's,  and  olhera  in  propor- 
tion ;  except  the  masters  of  vessels  under  £KI  guns, 
which  were  projiosed  to  be  lowered. 

Some  obieciioD,  however,  being  made  to  this,. 
and  particularly  to  the  mode  of  doing  the  business, 
this  being  the  first  time  that  the  subject  bad  been 
before  the  House,  the  section  was  moved  to  be 
struck  out,  and  carried. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  hav- 
ing concurred  in  the  amendment  reported, 

Mr.  NicHOLiB  renewed  the  motion  for  striking 


It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  revenues  idll  be 
iosufficient  by  a  very  large  sum,  for  the  expeoses 
of  any  one  of  these  years,  the  estimates  all  asree- 
in^  thai  it  may  be  considered  as  only  ten  millions 
oiaollars.    In  the  next  year,  supposing  the  unex- 

Cnded  balance  of  the  loan  now  making  should 
$2,700,000,  a.'i  the  genllemau  from  South  Car- 
olina supposed,  (but  which  he  believed  was  more 
titan  will  be  left,)  the  deSciency  will  be  $1,600,000, 
■nd  even  the  disbanding  of  the  additional  army 
will  not  prevent  the  necessity  of  imposing  further 
burdens  on  the  people  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
three  years  he  had  stated. 

When  these  siatementH  are  considered,  Mr.  N. 
thought  gentlemen  ought  seriously  to  pause  be- 
fore they  lay  the  country  under  expenses  which 
our  resources  will  not  justify,  especially  when  ne- 
cessity does  not  call  for  the  measure.  And  if 
these  vessels  are  not  wanted  at  present,  and  it 
seemed  to  be  agreed  that  the  measure  promised 
no  present  usefulness,  consider  the  difference  there 
would  be  between  building  and  equipping  them 
in  the  present  time  of  war,  and  a  time  of  peace. 
It  would  be  well,  indeed,  if  we  are  providing  for  a 
future  war,  to  lei  the  present  first  be  at  an  eud.  as 
we  may  want  all  our  resources  for  the  present ; 
if  not,  we  shall  not  only  pav  a  much  higher  price 
for  money,  but  more  j)rorusion  will  be  seea  in 
every  part  of  the  business,  and  the  vessels  will 
cost  more  than  double  what  they  would  be 
built  for  in  time  of  peace.  And  if  a  navy  be 
really  so  necessary  to  our  existence  as  an  in- 
dependent nation,  as  gentlemen  seem  to  think 
it  is,  they  need  not  fear  that  the  disposition  lo 
provide  it  will  be  wanting  when  better  times  shall 
arrive  for  carrying  into  effect  a  project  of  this 
kind. 

Mr.  N.  believed  there  existed  no  giood  reason  for 
going  into  the  establishment  of  a  nary  at  all.  be- 
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upon  it.     They  were  taken  and  stood,  yeas  40, 
nays  54,  as  follows: 

Yiis— Abraham  Bildwin,  David  Bard,  Rkbaid 
Brent,  Robert  Bn>wn,  Samael  J.  Cabell,  Tbomis  Clu- 
bome,  William  Charles  Cole  ClaibDrne,  John  Cloptoa,. 
Johfl  Damon,  Joaepb  Egglerton,  Lacu  Ehaeoiod, 
WilliBm  Finilley,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  James 
GilleBpiB,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B. 
Harriran,  Jonatbsn  N.  Havens,  Jowpb  Heisler,  Daiid 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Edward  Lixingrton,  Matthew 
Loeke,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blaii  McClenacbaa,  Jcwph 

Sun- 
ford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Ahnm  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip 
Van  Cortlsndt,  Joseph  B.  Tunnm,  Abraham  Venible, 
and  Hobeit  Williams. 

a^obn  Allen,  George  Baer,  jun.,  Bailey  Bart- 
lett,  James  A.  Bayard,  Jonathui  Brace,  David  Brooke, 
Stephen  Bullock,  Chriitopher  G.  Champlin,  Jiniaa 
Cochran,  William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana.Jt^  Bea- 
nie, George  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evtni, 
Abiel  Foiter,  Dwigbt  Foeler,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Hen- 
ij  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  Williara  Gordon,  Roger 
OriawolJ,  Williun  Bern  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Har- 
per, Thomas  Huttey,  William  Hindman,  Heiekjsh  L. 
Hooner,  Jamea  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkea  Kitteia,  Sam- 
uel Lyman,  James  Macliir.  Witliam  Matthews,  Daniel 
Morgan,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  OtJe,  Isaac  Pu- 
kei,  Joiiab  Parker,  Thomas  Pinckney,  John  R«d, 
John  Rutled«s,  Jun.,  Jamea  Schureman,  Samuel  Sew- 
all,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sioitb,  Richard  DobU 
Spught,  Peleg  Sprsgue,  George  Thatcher,  Richard 
Thomae,  Mark  Thorn  ao  n,  T  bom  as  Till  in  ghaat,  John  £- 
Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wadaworth,  Robert  Wain,  and  John 
Williams. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
ihiril  reading. 

ALIGN  AND  SEDITION  LAW6. 
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Tork  CDuniy,  praying  for  &  repeal  of  certaia  law: 
he  had  been  wrilien  to  on  tlic  subject  ;  he  gav 
notice,  therefore,  that  he  shouKJ  call  up  ibe  pet. 
tion  for  consideratioD  on  Monday. 

The  Speaker  saying  il  woulo  be  necessary  I 
make  it  ihe  order  of  the  day,  Mr.  Hartlev  made 
that  motioD,  which  was  carried. 

Satosday,  FebToary  9. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  oa 

imports  and  tonnage,  was  read  the  third  time  an 

STEPHEN  SAYKE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Rutledoi,  Ihe  House  resol' 
ed  itself  into  a  Commiltee  a{  the  Whole  on  tl 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petitia 
of  Stephen  Sayre,  who  prays  for  compeosaiioD  as 
SecreUTV  of  Legation  to  Mr.  Lee  at  the  Court  of 
Berlin,  tor  a  few  months,  and  for  other  public 
acrvices.   This  claioi  having  been  ilecided  against 
at  a  former  session,  the  Committee  of  Claims 


ULesttr.  Oribwold,  Chaik,  Macon,  Bayard. 
and  GoBDoif,  spoke  in  favor  of  the  report ;  ana 
Means.  Pinckmey,  Harpek,  Gallatin,  Baooaa, 
-S.  Smith,  and  the  Speaker,  agaiuiit  it,  and  in  fa- 
Tor  of  allowing  the  claim. 


the  House  concurred  in  the  report  of  the  e 

Mr.  Habper  then  laid  two  rescduiioos  on  the 
table  directing  the  ftccounliiw  t^cers  of  the  Trea- 
.sury  to  settle  the  account  of  Mr.  Sayre  j  but  be- 
fore a  decision  was  had  upon  them,  a  motion  was 
made  and  carried  (o  adjourn. 

MOHi>AT,  February  11. 

Mr.  Habpeb,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
-confer  with  the  Senate  on  the  disagreeing  rotes 
of  the  two  Mouses  on  the  bill  respecting  balances 
due  from  ceilain  indiridual  States  lo  the  United 
States,  made  a  report,  whii:h  lies  on  the  table. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  (hey  had  passed  a  bill  for 
organizing  the  iioopsof  the  [Toited  States,  and  for 
«ther  purposes,  to  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  inis  House. 

AUGMENTATION  OF  THE  NAVY. 

The  bill  for  augmenting  the  Navy  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  was  read  the  third  time ;  and  on  the 
.^tuesiion,  "  Shall  this  bill  pass  7" 

Mr.  EaoLESToN  said,  he  did  not  stand  up  with 
any  hope  of  changing  the  vote  of  any  gentleman 
-who  bad  heretofore  favored  the  bill  now  under 
consideration,  anA  yet  he  felt  impelled  to  offer  a 
few  objections,  which  preianied  thenuelves  to  his 
mind  against  its  passage. 

He  said  he  was  opposed  lo  the  bill  because  he 
beliered  there  waa  already  as  much  done  for  de- 
fence as  the  danger  or  ability  of  the  country  ren- 
iweA  aeceaMry.     When,  aaid  he,  we  have  forti- 


lie  J  our  harborsand  ports,  and  shall  by  their  means 
afford  shelter  and  protection  to  our  present  marine, 
and  thus  enable  them  to  pruiect  our  commerce 
from  the  ravages  of  privateer.s,  and  from  the  in- 
sults and  robberies  of  those  kind  of  vessels  usuallv 
employed  in  plundering  merchantmen.  1  thialc 
we  shall  have  completed  a.i  much  a.i  the  present 
slate  of  our  finances  and  the  existing  danger  can 
justify.  Here  we  ought  lo  slop  for  the  present, 
on  Bccotint  of  those  ucavoidable  eipenaes  which 
are  already  authorized  and  which  tbe  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  anij  my  colleague  have  shown 
to  be  greater  thait  our  receipts. 

Mr.  E.  said,  additional  taxes,  or  further  loant, 
ought  not  to  be  lesoited  lo,  without  the  danger  of 
our  situation  made  it  really  necessary  lo  hare  re- 
course to  such  di^^agreeab]e  expedients.  A  eulti- 
vnliug  people,  he  appTehended,  ought  not  to  tw 
unnecessarily  depressed  and  harassed  with  laiea. 
As  much  of  the  surplus  of  their  labor  a.<  could  be, 
oughl  lo  be  left  for  the  extension  and  improve- 
ment of  cultivation.  The  eouirihuiions  of  Ame- 
rica for  the  support  of  Government  bad  hitherto 
been  very  light — hence  arose  the  unexampled 
growth  and  population,  and  even  increasing  com- 
merce of  the  United  Stales;  and  all  this  without 
a  Navy.  This  experience  ought  lo  operate  on  the 
minds  of  eentlcmeo  more  powerfully  than  those 
nations  which  had  been  adduced  as  examples,  to 
induce  them  lo  vote  for  aa  augmentation  of  the 

Mr.  B.  said,  his  colleague  (Mr.  Parker)  had 
resorted  lo  argument  in  support  of  this  expensive 
measure,  which  he  did  not  expect  to  heat  openly 
avowed.  According  to  his  ideas,  it  is  immaterial 
how  much  money  is  extracted  from  the  people  by 
Qovernroeot,  provided  the  matter  is  so  managed 
that  it  is  again  expended  in  Ihe  United  Slates. 
Such    doctrine,     carried     into    practice,    would 

Sueexe  from  the  hard  hands  of  a  laborious  father 
a  numerous  family  the  little  surplus  of  his  in- 
dustry and  economy,  in  order  to  equip  fleets  and 
armies,  and  611  the  pockets  of  well  dressed  officera 
and  modern  fine  gentlemen.  It  was  robbing  the 
bee  to  feed  the  drone,  and  this  when  no  necessity 
or  danger  existed  to  demand  the  measure. 

But,  added  Mr.  O.,  if  the  six  sbips-orthe-liae 
were  already  in  commission  and  afloat,  and  aa 
many  others  as  could  be  manned  and  supported, 
they  would  be  ineffectual  to  oppose  any  of  tba 
maritime  Powers  of  Europe  in  any  great  attempt. 
Should  an  invasion  be  attempted,  those  meana 
which  bad  heretofore  been  successful  must  again 
be  resorted  lo. 

In  possession  of  a  wide-extended  territory,  the 
population  of  which  is  dispersed  over  such  a  con- 
tinent, he  conceived  that  we  are  precluded  from 
sudden  impressions  from  an  invading  enemy,  or 
from  irreparable  damage;  nor  can  we  be  con- 
quered from  the  loss  of  a  single  battle,  as  had  hap- 
pened to  that  island  from  wneoce  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  so  often  cited  examples. 

The  safety  and  prosperity  of  the  United  States 
could  not,  then,  rest  on  a  Navy,  as  that  gentleman 
seemed  to  think,  even  if  an  invasion  were  proba- 
ble.   But,  aa  it  w  improbable,  why  ought  ao  grot 
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aa  expense  be  iocurred  to  ward  off  a  danger  so 
remote,  when  it  is  well  known  means  less  expen- 
sive could  repel  it  were  it  to  happen  t  The  same 
gentleman,  he  said,  spoke  mucn  of  the  efficacy  of 
ttte  naval  power  of  Enetand,  in  sapporting  that 
balance  so  necessary  to  the  happiness  of  Europe. 
This  did  not  apply  la  America  at  all.  Separated 
fiom  those  complex  and  dreadful  scenes  of  car- 
nage and  expense,  it  was  not  necessary  to  be 
forced  into  a  participation  of  their  follies,  their 
vices,  and  their  miseries. 

The  lale  President,  Mr.  E.  said,  gave  good  ad- 
Tice  00  this  point ;  and  he  was  sorry  to  hear  that, 
contrary  lo  his  maxims,  negotiators  were  appoint- 
ed to  Russia  and  Turkey,  and  he  feared  that  cause 
would  arise  lo  lament  such  departure  from  the 
plainness  and  simplicity  of  past  time*. 

The  zenCleman  from  South  Carolina  had  also 
called  the  attention  of  (he  House  to  Holland,  and 
told  them  many  thin^  of  her  navy,  and  the  bene- 
fits she  derived  from  it.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
the  ^nileman  had  never  been  more  unfortunate 
in  his  allusions,  for  he  could  not  have  selected  a 
nation  more  unlike  America.  Hollead  was  a 
mere  spot  on  the  globe,  so  surcharged  with  in- 
habitants, and  so  destitute  of  materials  to  exercise 
their  industry,  ibal  they  were  obliged  to  build 
tbeir  houses  on  ground  reclaimed  from  the  sea. 
America,  on  the  contrary,  is  an  immense  conti- 
nent. To  excite  industry,  stimulate  exeiiion,  and 
profitably  emplov  wealth  aud  labor. 

Mr.  E.  concluded  by  sayiug  the  gentleman 
might  as  well  advise  us,  and  it  would  as  well  be- 
come us  to  fallow  bis  advice,  to  desert  our  cities 
and  hills,  and  build  our  houses  on  land  claimed 
from  the  AtUniic,  as  to  depend  on  a  navy  for  our 
safety,  and  exhaust  our  resources  and  impoverish 
our  people  in  building  one.  I  am,  therefore,  said 
he,  decidedly  against  the  bill,  and  hope  it  will  be 
rejected. 

Mr.  Gallatin  hoped  (hat  the  extreme  import- 
ance of  the  question  would  be  a  suOicienl  apology 
for  his  ooce  more  troubling  the  House  on  tbis 
subject.  He  had  before  confined  his  remarks  to 
the  arguments  suggested  by  the  select  committee 
in  support  of  the  measure.  Judging  both  from  the 
answerof  the  chairman, (Mr.  J.  Parker,)  andfrom 
the  silence  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
that  the  special  position  assumed  by  that  com- 
mittee, in  relation  to  thu  advantages  actually  de- 
rived from  our  present  naval  force,  was  tmtenable 
and  in  a  manner  abandoned,  he  would  now  pro- 
ceed to  make  some  observations  on  the  general 
advantages  that  might  be  supposed,  by  its  ad' 
Gates,  to  be  derived  Irom'a  navy. 

A  navy  was  stated  to  be  necessary  and  proper 
as  afibrding  means  of  defence  against  invasion, 
protection  to  commerce,  and  giving  this  oatioa  a 
certain  weight  in  the  general  scale  of  European 
politics. 

In  relation  to  invasion,  he  thought  a  fieet  to  be 
neither  a  necessary  nor  a  sure  means  of  defence. 
Not  sure,  because,  if  an  invasion  was  ever  attempt- 
ed, it  must  be  by  a  nation  possessed  of  a  very  su- 
perior naralforce,  and,  in  that  case,  what  reliance 
could  be  placed  on  six  seventy-fours,  against  one 


of  the  great  maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  effectu- 
ally to  defend  a  coast  of  1,500  miles?  Not  neces- 
sary, because  the  events  of  the  last  war  bad  al- 
ready proved  that  this  country,  even  if  invaded  by 
the  most  formidable  naval  Power  in  the  world, 
had  within  itself  the  means  of  refilling  the  inva- 
derj  because  our  defence  must,  in  that  instance, 
finally  rest  oo  the  people  themselves.  To  say, 
with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that 
England  owed  her  political  existence  to  that  navy 
which  had  prevented  her  from  becoming  a  pro- 
vince of  France,  was  only  to  show  the  dissiroi- 
lariiy  of  situation  of  the  two  countries,  and  to 
prove  that  reasons  of  a  superior  nature  had  ren- 
dered a  fleet  essentially  necessary  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, w^ich  did  not  exist  in  the  United  Stales. 
Nor  was  that  gentleman  more  happy  in  his  allu- 
sion to  the  invasion  of  Holland,  since  the  Beet  of 
that  nation  had  never  prevented  ner  being  invaded. 
Her  navy,  although  then  triumphant  and  mistress 
of  the  oceaUj  had  not  prevented  her  from  the  at- 
tack of  Louis  XIV.,  and  it  was  not  to  her  nary 
that  she  owed,  at  that  time,  her  deliverance.    The 


cooquesi.  And  a  comparative  view  of  these  two 
invasions  must  convince  every  man  that  not  in 
□avies,  not  in  regular  armies,  does  the  safety  of  a 
nation,  in  a  great  crisis,  consist,  but  in  the  union, 
the  zeal,  and  the  bravery  of  the  mass  of  the  peo- 

51e.  In  these,  Mr.  Q.  said,  be  placed  bis  iiole  coo- 
dence  against  the  danger  of  an  invasion.  Bat 
that  danger  did  not  exist,  and  was  not  seriously 
apprehended,  either  by  the  American  people,  or 
by  their  Representatives  on  that  floor.  No  one 
did  believe  that  any  nation  would  attempt  an  in- 
vasion of  this  country,  or  that  an  invasion,  ifever 
attempted,  would  be  successful.  He  would,  there- 
fore, dismiss  that  part  of  the  subject,  and  examine 
the  ground  on  which  gentlemen  seemed  most  to 
rely — the  protection  afforded  by  a  navy  to  com- 

Much  had  been  said  on  the  duty  of  Grovernment 
to  give  as  efiectual  protection  to  our  floating  pro- 
perty on  the  sea,  as  to  the  lends,  houses,  and  per- 
sons of  our  citizens  on  our  shore.  Mr.  U.  did  not 
think  the  position  to  be  correct,  in  its  full  extent. 
The  rights  of  properly,  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
and  the  iudepeodeuce  of  the  nation,  required  a 
full  and  complete  protection  of  every  part  of  the 
country  against  an  invader,  whatever  the  risk  and 
expense  might  be.  But  as  the  advantages  of 
commerce  were  a  mere  matter  of  calculation,  the 
defence  to  be  afforded  to  commercial  property, 
out  of  the  territory  of  the  United  Stales,  b«ame 
also  a  proper  subject  of  calculation,  a  queslioD  of 
profit  and  loss.  He  did  not  wish  to  draw  any  in- 
,  vidious  distinction  between  the  commercial  and 
agricultural  Interests  of  this  country;  but  when, 
under  pretence  of  protecting  commerce,  the  na- 
tion was  to  incur  an  enormous  expense,  it  became 
proper  to  examine  to  whom,  on  the  supposition 
thai  a  navy  would  effectually  protect  commerce, 
thai  expense  would  prove  most  beneficial,  and  by 
whom  It  must  finally  be  borne. 

Mr.  a.  agreed  thai  the  agricultontt  ud  corn- 
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mercial  ioteresi  w«re  ialimately  coanecied  to- 1  eive  full  protection  to  our  commerce,  iato  whose 
geiber  to  a  certaio  extent.  So  far  aa  the  mer-  <  naads,  idcI  for  whose  benefit,  the  millioDs  which  it 
chints,  by  their  enterprise  and  industry,  open  jsto  cost  will  priocipally  fall  7  Suppi^e  we  raise 
new  STmaei  of  trade  lot  ibe  eiporlation  of  our  ;  a  tax  of  four  millions  of  dollan.  Of  this  tax  nine- 
produce,  increasing  the  demand,  and  thereby  both  \  tenths  will  be  paid  by  the  farmers,  manufacturers, 


the  quantity  end  value  of  our  eiporia — at  the 
sime  lime  that  ihey  supply  us  with  foreign  neces- 
sary articles,  from  the  cheapest  markets  and  on 
the  cheapest  terms — so  far  ine  interests  of  com- 
merce and  agriculture  are  the  same;  so  far  com- 
merce is  directly  and  immediately  beneficial  to 
the  whole  nation;  and  so  far  as  Ibis  kind  of  com- 
merce could  with  propriety  be  protected,  he  would 
■:gree  to  protect  ir.  But  it  ought  to  be  observed 
that  more  than  one-half  of  (be  commerce  of  this 
conatry  does  not  consist  of  either  the  exportation 
of  our  produce,  or  the  importation  of  articles  con- 
sumed in  this  coQutry ;  but  of  a  sort  of  extraneous 
staple.  By  the  return,  lately  laid  upon  our  table, 
ii  appear*  that  our  exports,  during  ibe  last  year, 
amouDted  to  sixty-one  millions  of  dollars.  Iwenty- 
eighi  of  which  only  were  our  own  produce, 
the  other  thirty-three  millions  consisting  of  arti- 
cles first  imported  from  foreign  countries,  and 
afterwards  re-exported  to  various  parts  of  the 
globe;  and  howeveradvantigeousthis  trade  might 
be  to  the  merchants  concerned  in  it,  it  was  olno 
direct  service  to  the  farming  inierest,  or  to  the 
nation  at  large.  In  an  indirect  manner,  indeed,  it 
benefited,  in  a  small  degree,  the  other  parts  of  the 
communiiy,  by  increasing  the  wvalth  of  these 
merchants;  by  enabling  them  pay  a  greater  pro- 
portion of  taxes,  and  by  producing  those  general 
adrantages  which  may  be  supposed  to  result  from 
the  general  incrtsse  of  the  wealth  of  the  nation. 
Bat,  with  respect  to  this  extraneous  trade,  be  was 
of  opinion  that  if  it  did  not  yield  a  sufficient  profit 
to  proEect  itself,  without  expense  to  the  naiioD,  it 
was  not  entitled  to  any  extraordinary  protection. 
If  the  adfantagea  derived  to  the  nation  from  (his 
kind  of  commerce  cannot  be  purchased  at  a  cheap 
rate,  he  would  much  rather  abandon  them  alto- 
gether. Yet,  when  gentlemen  speak  of  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce,  they  always  include  this,  as 
well  as  any  other  kind  of  commerce. 

With  respect  to  that  part  of  our  commerce 
which  consists  of  the  exportation  of  our  own  pro- 
dace,  the  profits  are  divided  between  the  mer- 
chant and  farmer.  The  agricultural  interest  is  so 
far  benefited  by  this  commerce,  as  the  price  ob- 
laioed  by  this  means  for  their  produce  exceeds 
thai  which  would  have  been  obtained  for  it,  had 
it  been  exported  in  the  vessels  of  foreign  nations. 
The  profits  are  not,  however,  divided  in  an  equal 
proportion — the  greatest  share  goes  to  the  mer- 
chaat. 

Mr.  Q.  wished  to  apply  these  remarks  to  the 
Mpeose  contemplated  by  this  bill,  and  to  inquire 
wnai  portion  of  it  will  b«  paid,  and  bow  much  of 
the  adraniBfc  will  be  received  by  the  farmer.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee,  said,  indeed,  that  the 
expeiue  was  immaterial,  since  the  money  would  be 
spent  at  home,  and  only  pass  from  one  hand  to 
another.  No  argument,  in  his  opinion,  could  be 
more  lallaeious  than  this.  He  considered  it  of 
some  importance  to  inquire,  supposing  this  navy  to 


ihanics,  and  one-tenth,  at  most,  by  (he 
mercantile  part  of  the  community;  since  it  must 
be  paid  in  proportion  to  their  respective  consump- 
tion or  real  estates.  Supposing  that  this  navy 
shall  prevent  all  future  captures,  more  than  one 
half  of  this  advantage  goes  solely  to  the  merchant, 
as  the  protection  is  extended,  as  well  to  the  car- 
rying trade  of  foreian  productions  which  we  do 
not  consume,  as  to  that  which  may  be  considered 
Bsanatioaal  commerce.  Aodif  the  advantage  of 
(his  laM  is  supposed  (o  be  equally  divided  betweea 
the  merchant  and  farmer,  one-fourth  part  onlv  of 
the  benefit  derived  from  the  establishment  will  bs 
received  by  the  farmer,  and  the  other  ihcee-fourtha 
will  go  to  the  merchant.  What  ii  the  result  1 
We  raise  four  millions,  3.600,000  of  which  will 
be  paid  by  the  farmers,  manufacturers,  and  me> 
*;s.  and  400,000  by  the  merchants;  while  the 
agriculturists  will  receive  only  about  one  mil- 
lion of  the  profits,  and  the  merchants  the  o(het 
millions.  This  is  the  way  in  which  the 
.  :y  will  be  expended;  and  yet  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  tries  to  make  (his  business  a  mer« 
shifting  of  property  from  one  hand  to  another. 
It  makes  some  difference,  said  Mr.  Q.,  to  a  man 
who  pays  a  heavy  tax,  whether  he  is  to  receive 
any  portion  of  (he  money  back  or  not.  If  this 
money  was  to  be  spent  in  a  distant  pan  of  the 
Uoited  Stares,  it  would  make  little  difference  to 
him  whether  it  was  expended  in  or  out  of  the 
country.  But  be  bad,  heretofore,  gone  on  a  sup- 
position  (hat  a  navy  was  an  efficacious  means  of 
protecting  commerce,  and  the  next  question  was, 
whether  it  answered  that  end,  whether,  in  fact,  it 
was  essential  (□  the  existence  and  support  of  that 


Mr.  O.  considered  a 
depending  upon  the  wealth  of  a  nation  ;  and  that 
w^th  as  depending,  in  the  first  place,  on  internal 
industry,  and  in  the  next,  on  the  laws  for  the  pro- 
tection of  property.  If.  said  he,  we  turn  our  at- 
tention to  any  part  of  Europe,  we  shall  find  the 
commerce  of  countries  depend  invariably  upoa 
this  wealth  and  iodttstry,  and  not  upon  a  navy. 
And  the  reason  we  are  deceived.  witD  respect  to 
Great  Britain,  is,  that  we  perpetually  confound 
the  effects  with  the  cause.  It  is  ihe  internal  in- 
dustry, and  the  protection  afforded  to  manufac- 
tures and  commerce,  in  that  country,  which  h&ve 
produced  its  wealth,  that  wealth  has  produced  ita 
immense  commerce,  and  has  enabled  them  to  sup- 
port a  powerful  navy  j  but  it  does  not  follow  that 
ner  navy  has  effectually  promoted  and  inviEOiated 
that  commerce  ;  and  to  say  (hat  it  has  created  it, 
that  their  industry,  (heir  manufactures  and  com- 
merce, have  been  produced  by  ifaeir  navy,  is  a 
doctrine  which  cannot  be  supported. 

Mr.  O.said.  be  mentioned  the  other  day,  merely 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  (hat  Holtaud,  without  scarcely 
any  navy  at  present,  has  an  extensive  commerce ; 
and  (hat  Spain,  with  a  great  navy,  has  scarcely 
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All  he  ioteniled  to  show  was, 
Dighi  exist  wilbout  a  oaTy,  aod 
•  Davy  withoul  commerce.  Id  order  to  show  this 
idea  lo  be  unfounded,  what  waslheaosner  given  1 
The  gemlcman  from  Souih  Carolina  altogether 
mistook  the  posilioa,  and  went  inio  a  dissertation 
of  the  causes  which  deiiiroyed  tbe  navy  of  Hoi' 
land  and  ihe  commerce  of  Spain,  These,  Mr.  G. 
Hud-  were  nothing  to  him-;  he  had  only  stated  the 
fret.  Aod  he  would  call  upon  geDtiemea,  putting 
Bap:UDd  out  of  view,  to  Aow  in  what  country 
their  navy  and  commerce  bore  any  kind  of  pro- 
porlioQ  the  one  to  (he  other. 

Prom  Holland  he  would  go  to  another  country. 
He  meant  tbe  Haose  towns  of  Germany  Let  us, 
Mid  he,  coiDpare  Hamburg,  which  has  no  navy, 
with  the  neighborius  countries  of  Sweden,  Den- 
mark, and  Russia,  wnich  have  each  of  them  con- 
aiderable  navies.  It  is  true  that  the  Hsnse  towns 
had  formerly  a  considerable  navy;  but  Ending 
dial  their  commerce  would  not  support  the  ex- 
pense, they  gave  it  up  ;  and  at  this  time,  though 
Hambui%  has  an  immense  trade,  she  has  not  a 
■ingle  gun-boat  at  sea;  whereas,  if  we  turn  our 
ayes  to  their  next  neighbors,  Denmark,  Sweden, 
■nd  Prussia,  they  possess  sixty  or  seventy  ships-of- 
the-line,  with  very  little  commerce.  He  presum- 
•d,  though  Russia  has  forty  shins-of-the-line,  ihe 
commerce  of  Hamburg  is  fifty  times  greater  than 
that  of  Russia.  Therefore  it  maybe  clearly  in- 
ferred that  the  sources  of  commerce  are  perfectly 
distinct  fmm  a  navy ;  and  that  a  navy  is  created 
more  as  an  instrument  of  power  than  for  the  pro- 

If  the  merchants  of  Hamburg  could  have  pet- 
niKded  the  inhabitants  of  Germany  eenerally  to 
pay  taxes  to  support  a  fleet,  they  perhaps  would 
^dlv  have  had  one,  in  the  same  way  that  the 
ffietCDanls  of  this  country  wish  for  a  navy,  if  they 
ecii  prevail  upon  the  farmers  to  pay  taxes  for  that 
purpose;  but  Hamburg,thoughit  is  Ihechief  sea- 
port of  Germany,  does  not  govern  that  country, 
and  the  people  gl  large  have  not  been  willing  to 
pay  for  that  .•'uppoeed  protection  of  commerce ; 
the  merchants,  who  welt  knew  thai  il  would  be  a 
greater  expense  than  eomtnerce  itself  would  bear, 
Save  abandoned  all  ideas  of  a  navy.  Germany 
BOW  enjoys  all  the  benefits  of  commerce,  without 
being  burdened  with  the  expense  of  a  navy,  and, 
in  fact,  suffers  less  in  a  commercial  point  of  view 
than  the  great  naval  Powers;  for,  however  wai 
may  rage  on  land,  they  carry  on  their  trade  with- 
oul interruption ;  whilst  those  countries  which 
Doasew  fleets,  the  moment  they  enter  into 
Aave  their  commerce  immediately  either  curl 
or  aanihilated.  He  had  not  heard  that  the 
merce  of  Hamburg  had  been  more  affected  than 
thai  of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  during  the  present 
loDg  and  extraordinary  war ;  thai  of  all  three  has, 
at  different  times,  been  more  or  less  interrupted, 
but  the  trade  of  this  port  has  uot  suffered  more 
than  that  of  any  other, 

la  relation  to  Holland,  their  navy  arose  from 
their  situation.  It  is  well  known  that,  when  thai 
country  was  created,  ibey  carried  on  commerce 
and  war  together ;  ihejr  cooquerc^  that  part  of  the 


East  and  West  Indies  which  ihey  poisess  by  ibeir 
ssels  of  trade;  and,  havinK  thus  found  them- 
ves  possessed  of  a  powerful  navy,  they  deter- 
ned  to  dispute  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain  at 
sea.  What  was  the  consequence?  Afler  some- 
they  found  themselves  more  heavily  taxed 
than  any  other  nation,  and  they  were,  therefore, 
induced  to  drop  their  navy.  From  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht,  in  the  year  1714,  to  this  day,  they  have 
never  had  afle«t  at  sea>more  than  two  or  three 
weeks  at  a  time.  Last  war  they  fitted  out  but 
one,  and  one  only  ;  and  this  war  they  have  Sited 
out  two — one  to  betaken  out  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  tbe  other  at  the  mouth  of  their  own 
ports.  He  did  not  consider  their  fleet,  therefore, 
as  auv  protection  to  their  commerce.  Yet  in  what 
situation  is  that  commerce?  When  the  country 
ia  at  war,  it  is  true  that  it  is  annihilated,  from  thetr 
being  situated  at  the  door  of  Great  Britain.  But, 
in  time  of  peace,  though  it  is  not  now  so  great  as 
it  was  formerly,  yet  it  is  very  considerable;  and 
its  decrease  is  not  owing  lo  the  decrease  of  their 
navy,  but  lo  tbe  increase  of  the  industry  and 
wealth  of  neighboring  countries.  So  far,  indeed, 
from  their  being  weakened  for  the  want  of  a  na- 
vy, they  have  eojoyed  B  greater  share  of  tran- 
quillity during  the  present  century,  than  in  the 
last,  and,  of  course,  their  commerce  has  suffered 
less  during  the  la^t  period,  than  it  would  have 
done  bad  they  acted  the  same  part  they  did  during 
the  former. 

If,  said  Mr,  G,,  we  torn  our  attention  to  our- 
selves, examine  our  situation,  and  compare  our 
commerce  with  that  of  other  connlries,  what  is 
tbe  result  1  We  have  bad  do  navy,  no  proieciicn 
to  our  commerce.  During  the  course  of  the  pre- 
sent war,  we  have  been  plundered  by  hoth  parlies 
in  a  most  shameful  manner ;  more,  perhaps,  than 
we  should  have  been  during  any  other  war,  on 
account  of  the  nature  of  the  present  contest.  The 
belligerent  Powers  have  not  siipposed  themselves 
bound  by  the  law  of  nations.  The  orders  and  the 
conduct  of  Great  Britain  and  of  France  have  been 
in  defiance  of  that  law.  Yet,  notwitbstsnding  all 
those  depredations,  what  is  our  present  liiuation? 
Year  afrer  year  our  exports  ahd  imports  have  in- 
creased in  value;  not  only  that  part  which  in- 
cludes our  own  produce  and  the  articles  consumed 
in  the  country,  but  even  that  part  which  is  merely 
the  trade  of  our  merchants,  viz  :  the  importatioa 
of  goods  from  one  foreign  country  in  order  to  ex- 
port them  to  another.  And  this  increase  hss taken 
place,  notwithstanding  the  fall  which  our  produce 
sometime  ago  experienced,  and  Ihe  suspension  of 
our  commercial  intercourse  with  France.  This 
proves  that  a  commerce  can  be  protected  wiiboQI 
a  navy,  whilst  a  nation  preserves  its  neutrality. 

Mr.  G,  said,  that  when  we  consider  commerce 
as  connected  with  a  navy,  wp  ought  to  consider 
tbe  price  of  that  navy ;  'and  il  will  be  clear  that 
a  navy  will  cost  a  great  deal  more  than  all  the 

Erofits  of  the  tisde  put  tr^elber ;  profits  which, as 
as  been  shown,  are  unequally  divided  between 
the  merchant  and  the  farmer,  the  farmer  receiv- 
ing less  of  the  benefits  and  paying  more  of  tbe 
eqiense  of  protection  than  the  mercbint.    Nor 
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muil  il  be  forgoiien  ihat  counirira  are  involved  ' 
in  ivar  in  proporlioD  lo  the  eitenl  oriheir  navies. 
No  man  conld  doubt,  sard  M  r.  G.,  ihat  if,  in  1793, 
•wt  bad  had  twelve  -ibips  or-ibe-lioe,  we  ahoula 
li  a  re  been  involved  in  the  presenl  war,  on  one 
side  Of  the  other,  according;  to  ibe  fluclualion  of 
public  opiuion.  And  the  protection  of  commerce 
ooght  to  be  taken  iolo  consideration  in  time  of 
war.  t»  well  as  in  time  of  peace.  Every  one 
moat  be  sensible  of  the  immense  losses  that  must 
be  eansequenl  on  a  state  of  war. 

The  price  of  this  proiection  of  commerce  in 
EnglBnd  bas  been  equal  to  the  whole  of  their  im- 
mease  naiional  debt.  He  believed,  ifthe  exports 
and  imports  of  that  country  were  eiBrained,  and 
titpf  possible  profit  allowed  upon  them,  ibal  pro- 
fit would  be  found  to  be  leas  than  the  expense  of 
their  navy.  It  is  no  consolation  to  um,  it  is  no  ar-  : 
giiment  against  naval  expenses  lo  be  told  by  the  I 
EFDtleroan  from  South  Carolina,  that  England 
IBS  spent  more  by  land  warn  ibaa  by  sea,  and  with 
ls5S  success  ;  but  the  fact  is  that  a  great  part  of 
those  land  wars  may  be  fairly  ascribed  to  her  na- 
vf— her  stren^h  by  sea  having  more  than  once 
been  the  principal  reason  which  induced  her  to 
provoke  watB  thai  might  otherwise  have  been 
avoided.  Had  it  not  been  for  that  cause,  the  de- 
fence find  conquest  of  colonies,  and  the  expensive 
■ad  froitleas  attempt  to  subdue  America,  never  I 
wanld  have  been  attempted.  Notwithstanding  I 
tbe  great  industry  and  ingenuity  of  the  people  of 
Great  Britain — notwithstanding  their  extensive 
manafacloree  and  wealth,  the  Goremmentof  that 
eouatry  has  laid  its  bands  upon  all  the  rarplus 
eipiul  of  the  nation,  and  applied  it  to  the  use  of 
her  nary  and  army. 

But  whai  will  be  the  cost  ofa  navy  here?  The 
House  arill  remember  that  statements  have  been 

daeed  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina^ 
,  legeaileman  from  Virginia,  and  by  himself, 
which  were  noi  materially  different  rrom  each 
other.  Two  facts  appear  well  ascertained  ;  the 
one,  that  this  fleet  is  to  be  built  and  equipped  out  of 
tte  proceeds  of  loans ;  and  the  other,  that  its  peace 
<ilabli»hment  must  depend  upon  the  luia-iax, 
which  at  present  is  onlj  laid  for  one  year.  These 
bcti  are  not  disputed.  And  this,  said  Mr.  G, 
leads  me  to  notice  the  loan  which  is  now  adver- 
tised, and  about  to  be  opened, 

This  loan  is  to  consist  of  five  millions  of  dollars, 
at  eight  per  cent.,  irredeemable  for  ten  years.  Ii 
is  out  or  this  money,  that  we  must  build  our  fleet. 
A  Seel  which  is  not  lo  be  put  into  commission  for 
I»o  yeara,  and  may  not  be  wanted  in  the  course 
of  the  present  Bnropean  war.  He  would  go  far- 
ther, and  say,  that  not  only  this  fleet  is  to  he  paid 
for  oui  of  tbb  loan,  bnt  it  is  meant  lo  be  a  cover 
for  this  loan.  So  far  at  relates  to  the  terms  of 
this  Imd^  if  he  misbt  give  his  opinion  upon  it,  he 
ihoDzht  the  rate  of  interest  too  great;  wnen  it  is 
filled:  il  will  he  filled  by  banks  and  foreigners ;  or 
at  least  the  whole  of  it  Ibat  will  not  be  subscribed 
by  banks  will  eyentnally  fall  into  the  hands  of  for- 
agnen.  [The  Spbakeh  asked  whether  the gentle- 
nan  from  Pennsylvania  thought  these  obaerva- 
<i«siaorder7J    lodubiiaUy  so,aaid  Mr.G.,  aa  I 


mean  to  establish  the  fact  thai  if  we  do  not  pass 
this  bill,  we  shall  either  want  lo  borrow  to  a  less 
amount,  or  perhaps  have  no  occasion  for  this  loan, 
and  that  thereforethis  bill  ought  not  to  pass.  He  had 
said,  that  not  only  the  inleresl  to  be  given  for  this 
loan  is  too  great,  but  we  shall  have  to  pay  it  lo  for- 
eigners, which  will  be  sending  5400,000  a  year 
out  of  the  country.  If,  indeed,  we  have  a  real  ne- 
cessity for  money,  and  it  can  be  got  on  reasonable 
terms  from  abroad,  it  would  be  rjebl  to  get  it  from 
that  Quarter ;  hut  when  we  consider  that  we  are  to 
pay  tnem  an  exlravagaal  premium  for  their  mo- 
ney, il  is  an  additional  reason  why  we  should  not 
borrow  it,  if  we  can  possibly  do  without  it.  Our 
revenue  is  allowA  by  all  to  amount  to  ten  millions, 
and  our  expenses  for  the  presenl  year,  exclustvelj 
of  this  additioaat  navy,  to  be  eleven  and  a  half 
— ■"■ and  that  ifthis  bill  does  not  pass. 


therefore  want  : 


t  alle 


'e  shall 


t,  but  0 


luiiiiuii  nud  a  half  on  loan:  and  although  iherEiuiE, 
it  should  seem  that  if  this  bill  does  pasii,  we  shall 
want  but  two  millions  and  a  half,  vet  this  bill  is 
meant  to  cover  the  whole  loan;  ana  it  is  probable 
ihat  the  two  millions  and  a  half,  remaining,  which 
possibly  may  be  lent  to  us  at  the  rate  of  eight  per 
cent,  by  the  banks  themselve.s,  will  be  applied  to 
repay  to  the  banks  ihe  debt  for  which  we  now  pajr 
them  only  six  per  cent.  If,  on  the  contrary,  this 
bill  is  rejecled,  we  may  either  lake  only  one  mil- 
lion and  a  half  on  loan,  or  by  repealing  Ihe  lav 
passed  last  year  for  an  additional  army,  of  which 
we  stand  in  no  need  at  present,  the  whole  of  the 
loan  might  be  set  aside  by  repealing  the  law  which 
authorizes  it.  The  more  money  we  borrow,  the 
further  we  shall  go  forward  in  these  schemes,  and 
the  higher  interest  we  shall  pay.  Tbegenilcman 
from  South  Carolina  has  said,  we  pay  no  more 
for  interest  than  Great  Britain  pays.  He  did  not 
believe  this  lo  be  a  fact.  He  did  not  know  that 
that  country  ever  paid  more  than  six  per  cent,  oa 
ihe  money  they  received,  and  as  to  Ine  nominal 
capital  Ibey  borrowed,  it  iras  of  little  consequence 
to  them,  siDce  the  idea  of  paying  that  principal 
was  abandoned.  There  the  amount  yearljr  paid 
was  the  real  debt— its  nominal  amount  an  imagi-" 
nary  superstructure.  Bui  supposing  Great  Bnt- 
Bin  did  pay  eight  per  cent:  what  consolation 
would  that  be  to  usT    Certainly  none. 

When  the  fleet  proposed  is  created,  il  must  be 
stipporied  in  peace  as  well  as  war.  No  estimate, 
as  he  before  observed,  has  yet  been  made  of  the 
peace  establishment ;  but  he  would  show,  by  ano- 
ther statement,  that  if  we  ^o  on  with  this  fleet, 
the  increase  of  debt  which  it  will  occasion  in  four 
years,  will  render  it  necessary  to  make  ihe  land- 
lax  a  permanent  lax.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  has  indeed  told  us,  that  our  population 
and  our  means  increase  in  so  rapid  a  way,  that 
we  might,  without  being  frightened  or  astonished, 
go  on  toincreaseourdebt  to  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty, 
millions  of  dollars,  that  the  debt  which  we  now 
consider  large,  will,  in  a  few  years  hence,  when 
our  means  slinll  be  thus  increased,  appear  a  mere 
trifle.  So  ihit,  according  to  that  gentleman,  we 
are  constantly  to  increase  our  tales,  in  proportion 
not  only  to  our  present  means,  resources,  and  pop- 
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ulation,but  in  propatcioa  to  wbai  we  expect  thejr 
may  hereafter  oe.  And  to  whai  purpose  is  that  in- 
crease of  taxatioD  to  be  appliedl  Not  to  the  dis- 
charge of  our  present  debt;  not  Id  the  encourage' 
meot  of  agriculture,  manufactures,  or  anythiUK 
really  uselul  lo  society — but  lo  the  payment  of 
the  interest  of  a  large  aebt  which  we  shall  create 
in  the  establishment  of  a  navy ;  and,  because  it  is 
supposed  that  we  may  hereafter  be  able  to  pay 
this  interest,  we  are  told  that  we  ought  to  pass 
this  bill  without  hesitation. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  gaTe  credit  to  the  candor  of  the 
gentlemaD  from  South  Carolina;  it  was  comine 
to  the  point  at  once.  This  bill  caooot  be  passed, 
without  coDtem plating  a  debt  oi  this  kind.  Mr. 
G.  said,  he  had  made  a  scatement  for  four  years 
to  come,  upon  the  ground  that  our  present  expen- 
ses will  continue  what  (hey  are;  that  in  relation 
to  the  yesseb  proposed,  it  will  take  two  years  lo 
build  them,  and  that  ihey  will  not  come  into  com- 
mission until  the  third  year.  He  had  taken  the  es- 
timate on  the  table  for  ibe  cost  of  the  vessels, 
(though  there  is  reason  to  fear  they  will  cost  dou- 
ble the  sum  at  which  they  are  estimated,)  and 
reckooiag  nothing  for  repairs  for  the  four  years. 
In  1799  out  expenses  will  be-   91^7%000 

1800  ....      14,850,000 

1801  -        .        .        .      15,460,000 

1802  -        -        .       .      16,750,000 
Our  reyenue,   Mr.  G.  said,  as  he  had  before 

shown  is  ten  millions  of  dollars ;  and,  therefore, 
whatever  our  expenses  are,  above  that  sum.  must 
be  met  by  either  borrowing  money,  or  providing 
new  (axes.    The  excess  or  expend)' — 


must,  indeed,  be  deducted  a  part  of  the  Dutch 
debt,  of  (2,300,000;  the  payment  of  which  is  in- 
cluded in  the  above  statement,  and  leaves  an  in- 
crease of  debt  or  taxation  of  817,500,000.  The 
interest  on  this  increase  of  debt,  if  no  new  taxes 
shall  be  laid,  will  lay  upon  us  a  perpetual  addi- 
tional burden  of  (1,500,000. 

This  principle  is  not  denied,  but  it  is  contem- 
plated by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  and 
contemplated  with  boldness.  Mr.  G.  confessed  he 
did  not  think  a  sum  of  this  kind  worthy  of  so  lit- 
tle consideration.  The  gentleman  says,  we  shall 
be  able  to  bear  it.  This,  I  doubt  not,  said  Mr.  O, ; 
if  it  must  be  paid,  we  must  bear  it.  But  the  gen- 
tlemen goes  on  to  say,  that  we  pay  less  than  any 
other  nation,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  complain. 
Mr.  G.  did  not  know  this,  anifwlshed  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  brought  forward 
facts  to  have  proved  it.  He  knew  that  we  pay 
less  than  Great  Briuin,  Holland,  or  France;  1>ut 
he  knew,  also,  that  we  are  only  about  beginning  a 
system,  which  has  been  in  operation  in  Great 
Britain  for  a  century,  in  France  for  a  century  and 
a  half,  and  in  Holland  for  twacenturies.  He  was 
not  sarprised,  therefore,  that  we  should,  at  this 
lime,  pay  less  taxes  than  those  countries ;  but,  pay- 
ing what  we  do  at  present,  if  we  follow  their  steps, 
as  we  are  now  proposing  to  do,  by  building  a  navy, 
and  increasing  our  debt,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that, 
before  our  system  has  been  as  long  in 


theirs  have  been,  we  shall  pay  as  much  as  they 
do.  What,  asked  Mr.  Q.,  do  we  pay  now?  To 
the  General  Government  ten  millions  of  dollars. 


How  much  do  we  pay  to  (he  State  Gov^^menisl 
How  much  for  poor  rates,  county  taxes,  4c.  1 
Suppose  these  do  not  exceed  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  that  will  make  twelve  nxillions  of  dnilars,  lo 
be  paid  by  four  millions  of  white  people— about 
three  dollars  a  head  annually.  He  did  not  think 
this  a  Tuy  low  tax.  He  recollected  that,  just  be- 
fore the  French  Revolution  took  place,  according 
to  Mr.  Necker's  calculations,  notwithstanding  (he 
corruptions,  abuses,  and  oppressions  of  thdt  Got' 
emment,  the  taxes  upon  an  average  were  not  fi<re 
dollars  a  head.  Before  the  American  war,  in 
Great  Britain  the  annual  taxes  were  about  tea 
millions,  which,  divided  among  eight  millions  of 
people,  was  about  twenty-five  shillings  sterling,  or 
about  five  dollars  and  a  half  a  head  ;  and,  wben 
we  consider  the  immense  wealth  of  that  counUy 
and  ihe  extravagance  of  the  Government,  sad 
compare  it  with  our  situation,  it  must  be  allowed 
that  the  sum  which  we  pay  is  by  no  means  incon- 
siderable. He  believed  that  Ihe  money  now  rais- 
ed from  the  people  was  quite  as  much  as  could  be 
raised  with  convenience.  Heknew  wecouldraise 
more,  but  he  believed  not  without  inconvenience 
(o  the  people.  In  the  coutitry,  the  tjuantity  of  cir- 
culating medium  is  so  small  that  it  wilt  be  with 
difficulty  that  the  present  taxes  will  be  paid.  It 
was  on  this  account  that  the  land  lax  had  proved 
so  unpopular  in  some  party  of  the  Middle  States, 
where  the  people  had  always  been  remarkable  for 
their  attachment  to  theGenernl  GovernmeDt;and 
it  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  saying  that  taxes  are 
heavy  enough,  when  people  who  cannot  be 
charged  with  being  anti-Federalists,  Jacobins,  or 
disorganizers.  complain  bitterly  of  the  weight 
which  they  alreadv  bear.  In  the  part  of  ibe  coun- 
try where  he  lived,  he  knew  Iha^  to  pay  the  du- 
ties on  excise,  and  the  direct  tax,  would  requhe 
more  money  ^an  there  was  circulating  medium, 
and  that  they  could  not  be  paid  two  years,  unless 
a  greater  quantity  of  money  was  expended  there 
by  Government,  in  the  purchase  of  produce,  than 
the  amount  of  the  taxes. 

Having  considered  thj  manner  in  which  the 
money  for  the  Navy  is  to  be  raised,  and  the  de- 
gree of  protection  which  it  is  calculated  to  afford, 
he  would  now  consider  the  Navy  as  an  insiiu- 
ment  of  power.  And  he  believed  that  this  was 
not  the  least  favorite  object  of  the  supporters  of 
this  bill.  He  agreed  that  navies  had  always  beeo 
great  engines  of  war  and  conquest.  So  far  as  a 
navy  would  tend  to  create  new  officers,  or  to  cause 
new  contracts,  it  would  be  the  means  of  extend iag 
the  power  of  administration  at  home ;  and.  so  fsi 
as  this  might  be  the  object,  it  would,  doubtless,  be 
answered ;  but  he  meant  to  consider  it  only  as  an 
instrument  of  power  abroad. 

It  appeared  to  him  that  navies  had  been  priuct- 
paliy  employed  for  the  protection  of  colonies 
abroad,  or  to  increase  ibe  influence  of  the  nation 
to  which  they  belong  in  the  rank  of  nations.  In 
relation  to  colonies,  said  Mr.  G.,  wewaninonavy, 
as  we  have  none,  and  he  hoped  never  should  have 
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tof .  He  tniat«d  il  would  be  oar  policf  to  be  mi- 
isGed  with  our  immetue  lerriiory,  wiihoui  wekiag 
for  wealth  in  foreign  conquests  and  establisfa- 
meats.  In  relation  to  the  W«st  ladiea.  thoup^h 
tbef  Up  near  us,  he  considered  a  project  of  abtaio- 
iii  possession  of  tboxe  islands  as  ine  most  fatal 
policjr  that  could  be  adopted  ;  he  hoped  we  should 
always  trade  with  them,  but  never  possess  then). 
Yei,  if  we  have  no  use  lor  our  navy,  after  we  have 
got  it,  the  havioK  a  Beet  may  be  made  use  of  as  an 
■rgumenl  for  endeavoring  to  obtaia  some  pari  of 
the  West  Indies,  and  otherwise  extending  our 

As  an  instrument  of  power,  however,  and  as 
such,  he  was  pertuaded,  eenllemen  were  chiefly 
Id  favor  of  it,  it  has  a  leadeucy  to  destroy  itiolher 
object,  viz :  to  protect  commerce,  by  involving  ua 
in  nan,  and  inducing  us  to  interfere  in  the  politi- 
cal iDleresI  of  Europe.  The  Navy  will  lojure 
commerce  in  another  respect,  by  raising  the  wages 
of  scameo,  which  it  must  do,  unless  we  adopt  the 
British  mode  of  pressing  men ;  a  practice  which, 
al  present,  be  did  not  believe  would  meet  with  the 
apmobalion  of  this  Legislature. 

Bui,  in  what  maaaer  is  this  navy  to  be  applied, 
is  order  to  give  us  a  weight  in  the  scale  ofEuro- 
peaa  aaiions  1  And  what  are  the  general  political 
objects  of  the  supporters  of  this  new  establish- 
meni?  Asan  inducement  to  pass  this  bill  we  are 
lold,  on  this  floor,  that  the  navy  of  Great  Britain 
hu  enabled  her  to  assume  the  first  rank  among 
the  nations  of  Europe,  and,  above  all,  to  curb  the 
wnbiiion  of  France.  Prom  higher  authority,  we 
hive  heard  that  it  is  a  most  desirable  object  to  pre- 
rent  that  relapse  into  barbarism  with  which  that 
Daiion  threatens  Europe.  And,  at  the  opening  of 
ihefint  session  of  ibis  Congress,  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales  told  as: 

"It is  ■  nataral  policy  for  a  natiDU  that  sttidiM  lo  ba 
Mntnl,  toconmilt  with  other  natioui  eiigaf«d  in  the 
■me  itDdie*  and  pursuits." 

Will  not  now  the  reverse  of  that  proposition  be 
nippoiied  7  Will  it  not  be  said,  that  it  is  a  nata- 
ral policy  for  a  nation  that  studies  not  to  be  nen- 
tal.  ID  consult  with  other  nations  engaged  in  the 
Mme  pursuit  ?  And  if,  under  the  impression  of 
Ihefiist  sentiment,  an  embassy  to  Prussia  origi- 
nated, will  not  the  Administration,  under  theii 
present  inpresaions,  throw  this  navy  in  the  scale 
of  anew  coalition  against  France,  form  a  more 
in limaie  connexion  with  Oreac  Britain,  aod  seek 
for  oatioDs  engaged  in  similar  puranils  with  tbem- 
vlrea,  by  sending  embassies  to  Russia  and  Con- 
■taotiao^e?  Our  navv  is  intended  forthecom- 
monserviceof mankind.  The  united  banners  of 
Mahomet  and  ot  America  are  to  establish  true  re- 
ligion in  Prance.  And,  in  order  to  check  a  re- 
lapse into  feudal  barbarism,  in  order  to  promote 
ciriliiaiiDo  in  Europe,  we  are  to  receive  the  a»- 
iislancr  of  the  Tartars  of  Russia,  of  the  Cossacks 
of  the  Ukraine  of  the  Mamelukes  of  Egypt,  and  of 
the  Moon  of  Africa.  These  are  designed  as  our 
hopeful  allies;  and  1  should  think,  continued  Mr. 
G-,  thai  instead  of  wasting  the  treasure  and  shed- 
oing  the  bbod  of  the  freemen  of  America  in  this 
iHv  cruade,  our  quota,  to  make  the  whole  a  ho- 


mogeneous mass,  ought  to  consist  of  Cherokeei 
and  Mohawks. 

1  am  alarmed,  said  Mr.  G.,  at  the  idea  of  creat- 
ing a  navy  with  a  view  of  throwing  out  weif^ht 
into  the  political  scales  of  Europe  ;  it  is  carrying 
lUr  views  beyond  all  rational  bounds.  The  ex- 
cesses of  the  French  Revolution,  the  dislike  which 
we  have  to  some  of  their  writings,  their  proceed' 
ings  with  respect  to  religious  establishments,  and 
our  great  desire  to  restore  religion  and  order,  in- 
duce us  to  believe  that  we  ought  to  take  an  active 
part  in  bringing  France  to  her  senses ;  it  appeara 
desirable  to  the  friends  of  this  bill,  that  we  should 
ipend  out  blood  aod  treasure  to  orevent  or  eura 
:nese  evils.  Mr.  G.  owned  he  haa  no  such  wish. 
I  know  not,  said  he.  whether  1  have  heretofore 
been  indulging  myself  in  a  visionary  dream  ;  but 
I  had  conceived,  when  contemplating  the  situation 
of  America,  that  our  distance  from  the  European 
world  might  have  prevented  our  being  involved 
in  ihe  mischievous  politics  of  Europe,  and  that  we 
might  have  lived  in  peace  without  armies  and 
navies,  and  without  being  deeply  involved  in  debt. 
It  is  true,  in  ibis  dream  he  had  conceived  it  would 
have  been  our  object  to  have  become  a  happy,  and 
not  a  powerful  nation ;  or,  at  least,  no  way  power- 
ful, eicepi  for  self-defence.  He  bad  not  conceived 
that  power  was  to  be  accumulated  in  the  hands  of 
the  Executive,  and  a  few  other  persons,  in  order 
to  increase  our  weight  in  Europe,  or  with  a  view  of 
feeding  the  ambition  of  these  individuals. 

Tooe  happy,  as  we  have  heretofore  been,  ought, 
in  his  opinion,  still  to  be  our  object ;  for,  said  Mr. 
G.,  when  we  enter  upon  the  career  proposed  to  us. 
do  we  know  where  to  stop?  When  we  are  told 
that  an  increase  of  debt  is  contemplated,  according 
to  the  increase  of  our  population,  it  is  an  avowal 
that  we  mean  to  follow  the  example  of  the  great 
nations  of  Europe. 

These  considerations,  Mr.  G.  said,  produced  an 
alarm  in  his  mind,  at  this  bill,  and  would  deter- 
mine him  lo  vote  against  it.  He  trusted  that,  af^er 
the  present  popular  fervor  had  ceased,  our  auccesa- 
ors,  guided  by  public  opinion,  would  put  a  stop  to 
schemes  of  this  kind;  and  he  did  believe  that,  if 
the  House  could  have  firmness  enough  to  reject 
this  bill,  though  the  popular  opinion  might,  in 
some  quartets,  be  in  favor  of  it  at  present,  when 
the  subjecl  came  to  be  seriously  considered  by  the 
people,  the  impolicy  of  the  measure  would  be  seen, 
and  the  measure  never  again  be  proposed  with  any 

K aspect  of  success.     However,  whatever  might 
the  public  opinion  upon  the  subject,  he  must 
comply  with  his  own  convictions  of  its  evil  eBeets, 


e  of  a  quotation  which  bad  been  made  from 

[he  opinion  of  a  Kenileman  high  in' office  in  the 
United  States.  He  was  always  disposed  to  listen 
to  the  opinions  of  men  superior  in  talents  and  in- 
formation, and  to  none  more  than  to  those  of  a 
gentleman  for  whose  integrity  and  abilities  he  en- 
tertained ihe  highest  respect.  But  itill,  after  a  fair 
examination,  he  believed  them  erroneous ;  bis  au- 
thority would  not.  with  him,  be  an  argument  for- 
cible enough  to  abandon  his  own  sentiments  an^ 
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to  induce  him  to  vote  for  a  measure  which  thai 
gentleniaD  had  recommeaded  fifieeo  years  ago. 
Vet,  if  he  UDdersiood  ihe  quoialion,  there  was 
DOtbing  in  it  applicable  to  our  piesent  situation. 
That  gentleman  had,  fifteen  years  ago,  gone  on  a 
aupposicioD,  then  not  improbable,  that  we  should 
not  apply  our  resources  to  an  increase  of  debt; 
that  we  should  have  no  assuraption,  no  perpetual 
funding  system ;  and  he  proved  the  practicability 
of  a  naTy  on  the  sapposiliou  that  Virgiuia  for  her 
quota  miKht  pay  a  million  of  dollars  toward  ii. 
Nor  had  that  geotleman  any  idea  of  our  haTiug,  at 
the  same  time,  a  Blinding  army  of  14.000  men. 
But  now,  without  a  fleet,  our  preseol  expenses  are 
already  ten  millions  of  dollars,  two  millions  of 
which  are  paid  by  the  Stale  of  Virginia.  Can 
Virginiaj  under  these  circumstances  pay  the  addi- 
tional million  for  that  purpose  7  The  question  is 
Dot  whether  we  might,  without  inconvenience,  in 
CBse  we  had  not  swelled  up  our  debt  to  near  nineiy 
millions  of  dollars,  and  in  caae  we  had  not  it  iu 
prospect  to  spend  four  or  five  millions  s  year  on 
armies,  apply  four  or  five  millions  a  year  on  a  navy, 
bat  whetner  it  is  proper,  at  this  time,  to  add  that 
burden  to  (hose  we  already  bearf 

When  Mr.  Qali-atin  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Joei&H  Parker  said,  be  would  not  have 
troubled  the  House  again  on  this  subject  had  it 
not  been  for  au  observation  of  hia  colleague,  (Mr. 
EauLEaTOR.)  He  had  said  he  did  not  expect  to 
change  a  Tote  in  this  House,  nor  did  he  believe 
he  would.  He  says  our  commerce  has  increased 
without  a  navy  j  but  he  knows  not  whar  it  would 
have  done  if  we  had  had  a  navy.  But  the  senti- 
ment which  had  concerned  hiiuaelf,  and  upon 
which  he  rose  principally  to  remark  was,  "  that  he, 
Mr.  P.  did,  not  seem  to  care  how  much  was  ex- 
pended upon  navies  and  armies,  though  it  was 
drawn  from  the  industrius  fathers  of  numerous 
families;  or  how  much  was  taken  from  the  bee  lo 
aupport  the  drone."  Mr.  P.  thought  such  a  seu- 
timeat  very  unfair  as  applied  to  him,  since, 
though  he  had  ever  been  a  supporter  of  a  navyi 
he  had  alwaya  been  opposed  to  a  standing  army 
as  much  as  that  gentleman  or  any  other. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  asked,  what 
our  six  seven ty'four-eun  ships  would  be  able  to 
do  against  the  powerful  nations  of  Europe  7  Mr. 
P.  did  not  believe  they  were  intended  to  fight 
those  Powers,  but  to  be  used  for  the  protection  of 
our  own  eoast  and  our  own  commerce ;  and  think- 
ing a  navy  the  beat  and  most  natural  defence  of 
thiH  country,  he  was  in  favor  of  it. 

The  European  Powers  have  distant  possesaioni ; 
Great  Britain,  Franca  and  Holland,  have  territo- 
ries in  the  East  and  West  Indies,  and,  of  course. 
a  great  part  of  their  nary  is  employed  abroad  ;  ana 
if  either  of  these  Powers  be  at  war  with  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  others  would  not  likely  be  at  war 
with  the  same  European  Power.  In  this  caae  oar 
■mall  navy  would  enable  ui  to  annoy  the  valuable 
tfade  of  either  Qreat  Britain,  Prance,  or  Spain, 
in  oor  neighborhood,  and  keep  us  secure  at  home, 
without  the  expense  of  a  military  establishment, 
except  troops  enough  to  garrison  our  extensive 
frontieia.     We  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from 


from  one  nation,  since  she  has  bereiolon 
failed  in  her  attempt  to  subdue  ua;  the  allempt 
having  ended  in  her  disgrace,  and  our  ind^d- 
ence.  France,  if  she  had  a  navy,  might  perhipt, 
be  able  to  succeed  in  an  atleraplof  this  kind.  Tie 
event  might,  at  least,  be  doubtful,  and  the  repel- 
ling of  such  an  attack  might  be  attended  vidi 
Ereat  expense,  and  produce  great  ravages.  He 
ad  no  doubl  the  French  have  the  inclinatLun  lo 
make  the  attempt,  since  it  is  clear  that  iheiiain 
is  univet^t  dominion.  This  efibri  was  feeUf 
made  by  Louis  XIV. ;  but  as  the  energies  of  tlul 
nation  are  now  in  action,  and  supported  by  mill' 
tary  enthusiasm,  they  have  advanced,  unhappUr, 
too  far  h  this  career ;  a  great  part  of  Europe 
and  Italy  have  either  been  conquered  or  reioln- 
lionized,  and  the  resi  paralyzed.  Africa  now  bfufc 
under  its  weight,  and  Asia  is  threaleaed,  and 
trembles  for  its  fate ;  and,  after  having  eiiended 
their  arras  to  every  other  quarter,  if  they  could 
get  together  a  navy  for  ths  purpose,  he  shoulil  el- 
pect  them  to  make  the  attempt  upon  un.  Vie 
ought,  therefore,  Mr.  P.  said,  to  prepare  lo  tnetl 
such  an  event,  be  the  expense  what  it  may,  ihongli 
he  did  not  expect  it  at  present.  France,  said  bt, 
seems  to  have  seized  the  truncheon  orMars,tiid 
and  wields  it  successfully  in  two  quarters  of  tbc 
world,  and  yet  she  is  not  satisfied — and  Neptme 
has  yielded  his  trident  to  Great  Britain  j  but  wc 
mByexpect,atsome  future  day,  when  our  unfledetd 
Eagle  has  attained  full  plumage  and  vigor,  tul 
it  will  explore  its  vast  aquatic  domains,  atd 
snatch  The  trident  from  the  hands  of  proud  All>ii)ii| 
and  bring  it  to  America.  That  day  may  be  dis- 
tant, but  the  time  must  come,  when  the  Uniltd 
States  will  give  laws  to  the  world.  If  so,  he 
hoped  we  should  make  them  good,  and  let  the 
family  of  mankind  be  happy. 

But  Ihe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  '•y'l"' 
are  raising  a  navy  to  carry  on  a  trade,  one  nitroi 
which  does  not  consist  of  the  produce  of  itu! 
country,  or  of  articles  consumed  in  the  couotry- 
Mr.  P.  tnought  thisa  happy  circumstance;  it  ^n 
full  employment  to  our  seamen,  to  our  carpealets, 
smiths,  &e.,  and  enabled  the  owners  of  our  for- 
ests to  dispote  of  their  timber  to  advantage,  and 
was  the  means  of  keeping  up  a  valuable  nursery 
of  seamen  ;  and,  said  he,  it  is  as  natural  for  in«D, 
horn  on  the  sea  shore,  to  seek  for  a  living  upon  the 
ir  men,  bom  in  the  wood^t,  to  live  by 

And  is  it  not  reasonable,  said  Mr.  P.,  thai  oat 
.  lizens,  engaged  in  commerce,  should  have  their 
property  protected  ;  for,  if  persons  from  the  b»ck 
woods,  bringing  down  their  produce  by  land  or  h 
water  to  market,  were  met  by  a  banditti  who  sbonld 
take  it  from  them,  would  iney  not  have  cans*  of 

Elaint,  if  no  redress  was  afforded  them!  It 
ey  certainly  would  ;  and  some  defence  ought 
e  given  to  our  citizens  on  the  ocean,  to  wbick 
have  more  right  than  any  other  nation,  hiring 

ore  extensive  margin  on  the  wsier  than  any 

other  Power  in  the  Northern  hemisphere. 

The  gentleman  from  PennsylTania  spoke  of  the 
Hanse  towns  as  having  great  trade  and  no  ntty. 
It  would  not  be  in  their  power  to  maiDtainani^T' 
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ik;  iepcnd  for  procrciioD  upon  Ibe  armies  of 
Gnmor.  These  ftee  towns  are  left,  hf  corainon 
tmstny  to  supply  the  belligerent  Powers  with 
wki  they  may  have  occasioti  for.  We  have  no 
Htfbbon  near  us  who  can  do  us  any  jdJuiy  ■  and 
Mtoped  this  country  would  never  be  guiltj-  of 
ajgresiioas  towards  other  aaiions,  wbich  should 
file  cause  for  war.  He  believed  we  have  nolhine 
ID  (pprehead  but  from  Fraace;  but  wbeo  she  bad 
iccooqJished  her  other  objects  of  conquest,  she 
mif  torn  her  attention  to  this  country. 

The  eentlemao  from  Fenniiyivania  says,  our 
produce  has  sunk  in  value.  This,  said  Mr.  P.,  is 
ttrninly  not  correct.  There  never  was  a  lime 
Mbie  the  preseot  war  when  our  produce  was  so 
iigh  as  at  present.  Tobacco  never  brought  so 
poi  a  price ;  and  wheat  and  flour  sell  equally 
well. 

Bdi  ihe  gentleman  says,  we  carried  on  our  last 
nr  wtthont  a  navy.  This  was  not  ao ;  we  had  a 
anall  navy,  but  ive  were  unfortunate  with  it.  Oar 
Urbors  were  in  the  possession  of  our  enemy.  It 
vcnld  be  recoUeciea  that  thirteen  frigates  were 
ord«red  to  be  built  by  the  first  Congress,  but  they 
nrc  mostly  destroyed  in  our  barlMrs.  Our  pn- 
nteers,  however,  did  much  service. 

Hid  it  not  been  for  these,  and  Ibe  feiv  vessels 
ofvuof  the  United  States,  we  should  not  now 
kre  had  oar  seats  in  this  House.  It  is  well 
bona  whea  General  Washington  invested  Bos- 
UG  ibat  he  had  not  power  to  carry  on  a  siege,  and 
bl  it  not  been  for  the  capture  of  a  British  ord- 
uoce  and  store  ship,  by  ■  scbooner  of  the  United 
Suin,  he  must  have  abandoned  the  investment. 
Grant  our  merchants  this  navy,  said  Mr.  P., 
iBd  they  will  spread  our  sails  in  every  fiart  of  the 
Mao.  and  by  that  means  keep  up  the  price  of  our 
prodDce;  but,  if  this  is  not  done,  it  will  be  left  lo 
foreiga  nations  to  come  and  bringour  produce,  and 
^re  tL>  what  they  please  for  it ;  aDd  give  us  in 
nium  articles,  which  we  require,  at  their  own 
pficf.  as  in  times  of  war  many  merchant  ships 
unemployed  in  transport  service. 

Mi.  p.  was  sorry  to  God  that,  in  all  the  observa- 
uws  which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
Kuile  uQ  this  subject,  he  insisted  that  but  for  this 
ui]',  the  loan  sad  land  tax  would  be  unnecessary. 
Wtiy  does  not  the  geDtleinaa  tell  tbe  House  that 
BiDcr  ihan  two-thirds  of  our  whole  revenue  is  te- 
wi'ed  from  customs,  and  that  only  tbree-fifihs  of 
^A\is  received  from  commerce  is  now  asked  for 
>UFy?  He  tells  you  the  people  in  the  back 
!"ns  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  are  unable  to 
piplieiT  taxes,  except  Government  spends  more 
D^Uy among  them  than  their  taxes  amount  to.  He 
■id  Dot  know  what  sums  migbt  hereafter  be  spent 
in  that  part  of  the  country,  but  he  knew  tbat  all 
"I*  great  expense*  of  the  Government,  since  its 
umence.  except  what  has  been  paid  to  the  Bar- 
™n  Powers,  had  taken  place  in  that  part  of  the 
«»""7-  Upwards  of  seven  millions  of  dollars 
"'«  beta  expended  in  the  Western  country  in 
IMlling  (be  insurrectioo,  and  in  keeping  up  an 
*^1  on  tbe  Western  and  Southwestern  fron- 


The  opposition  to  this  measure  appeared  to  Mr. 
P.  to  be  ofa  piece  with  the  opposition  which  had 
been  shown  to  all  the  other  measures  of  defence 
which  had  been  proposed.  If  any  part  of  the 
country  would  be  more  particularly  benefited  by 
a  navy  than  another,  it  would  be  the  Western 
counl^,  as  their  produce  will  be  convoyed  from 
New  Orleans  by  it. 

Mr.  P,  said  he  should  make  no  further  observa- 
tions on  this  subject ;  nor  should  he  have  made 
these,  hut  for  the  remark  of  his  colleague,  which 
he  had  noticed  ;  and  concluded  with  saying,  thai 
few  on  this  floor  were  more  affected  by  taxes  laid 
than  him,  as  there  was  none  which  De  did  not 
pay  except  that  of  retailing  wines  and  spirits. 

Mr.  Oria  observed,  thai  the  gentleman  fr<xn 
Pennsylvania,  in  Ihe  first  stage  of  bis  argument, 
had  contended  that  the  naval  armament  proposed 
by  this  bill,  in  addition  to  the  present  eslanlish- 
ment,  would  not  be  sufficient  to  protect  tbe  coun- 
try against  an  invasion  by  the  superior  fleets  of 
Europe;  yet,  in  the  conclusion  of  his  discourse,  be 
supposes  our  navy  traversing  distant  seas,  naviga- 
ting the  Baltic,  in  aid  of  Russia,  and  the  Mediter- 
"   '     the  battles  of  the  Turk,  and  pur- 


gentleman  rely  that  the  House  would  forget  the 
ground  which  he  first  assumed,  or  had  he  lorgot- 
ten  it  himself,  in  wandering  into  tbe  fields  of  im- 
agination. In  these  excursions  it  must  be  ac- 
knowledged the  gentleman  was  not  so  fortunate 
as  when  he  confined  himself  to  facta  and  sober 
reasoning.  Mr.  O.  believed,  however,  that  a  small 
navy  would  be  instrumental  in  defending  the 
country  from  invasion  j  though  the  danger  of  in- 
vasion  being  remote,  did  not  furnish  the  most  ur- 

Cit  reasons  for  an  immediate  augmentation  of  it. 
t  it  be  remembered,  that  whenever  this  country 
is  ioTaded,  it  will  not  be  by  the  entire  fleet  of  any 
European  nation,  but  by  a  detachment  only  of 
such  squBiJrons  as  can  be  spared  from  its  own 
coasts.  The  situation  of  the  country  also  af- 
fords reason  to  hope  and  believe  that  we  shall 
not  be  suddenly  involved  in  any  European  war, 
singly  and  alone.  It  is  by  the  collision  of  other 
nations  that  our  peace  is  endangered,  and  this 
danger  will  be  diminished  by  qualifying  ourselves 
to  act  as  a  powerful  auxiliary  upon  the  sea. 
When  gentlemen  contend  that  we  have  nevet 
been  defended  by  a  fleet,  let  them  beware  of  de- 
rogating from  the  claims  of  France  in  eSectiog 
our  independence ;  let  them  not  incautiously  de- 
prive our  former  allies  of  any  portion  of  their  me- 
lit.  He  bad  never  been  charged  with  doinglhem 
too  much  justice,  but  be  readily  allowed  that 
the' small  fleet  sent  to  our  assistance  by  France 
enabled  us  to  strike  a  blow  which  hastened  the 
termination  of  our  controversy  with  Qreat  Brit- 
ain; and  it  could  not  be  doubled  that  a  moderate 
Navy  would  be  always  essentially  useful  in  pro- 
tecting tbe   entrance  of  our  rivers  and  harbors, 


ly  of  troops  from  one  part  of  the 
iiiurui  tu  auuiner.  But.  further,  said  Mr.  0., 
argument  drawn  from  toe  comparative  weak- 
is  of  any  fleet  which  we  are  able  to  equip,  in 
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competitioa  with  such  a  force  as  any  possibly  be 
sent  against  ua,  is  equally  conclusive  ag&iast  the 
fortificationof  ourpaitsand  harbors,  ooneofivhicb 
are,  or  probably  ever  can  be,  made  in)pregaa.ble 
against  Ha  invading  enemy.  The  objection  is  as 
strong  against  the  fort  non  building  in  the  Dela- 
ware as  against  a  shin-of-the'-line ;  it  applies  no 
less  to  the  Army  already  established,  whicn  would 
be  iosuQicient  in  itself  to  protect  the  country.  It 
is  by  multiplying  the  means  of  annoyance;  it  is 
by  the  co-operation  of  fleets,  of  forts,  and  of  ar- 
mies, that  our  security  must  be  provided  for.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  proceeded  to 
assert  that  at  least  one-hali  of  the  comtnerce  of 
this  counlr?  consists  in  the  carTyin^  of  foreign 
produce  ana  man ufac lures,  from  which  the  agri- 
cnltural  interest  derives  no  direct  emolumeot,  and 
for  which  it  is  uajnst  to  lax  them  with  the  sup- 
port of  a  navv.  If  this  assertion  be  true,  why  will 
not  that  gentleman  permit  us  to  institute  a  navy 
sufficient  to  protect  the  other  half,  consisting  in 
the  carriage  of  domestic  produce  1  But  it  is  not 
true.  This  doctrine,  he  supposed,  had  been  a  long 
time  cherished  by  that  gentleman,  but  he  did  not 
expect  to  hear  it  so  boldly  avowed  on  that  floor. 
The  carrying  trade  of  foreign  comoiodilies  was 
not,  indeed,  so  bene&cial  to  a  country  as  the  car- 
riage of  articles  of  home  growth  and  manufac- 
ture; but  the  one  actually  promoted  and  augment- 
ed the  other  by  increasing  the  number  of  ships 
and  of  seamen.  Has  not,  said  he,  the  exportalion 
of  our  own  produce  increased  at  the  same  time 
that  our  carrying  trade  has  increased?  And  is 
not  the  portion  of  our  shipping  employed  in  thi 
exportation  fully  equal  to  the  demand  1  Are  no  _ 
the  riches  ac(^uired  by  this  irade  brought  home 
and  expended  in  productive  labor,  and  circulated 
through  every  part  of  our  country  ?  Is  n 
tion  of  the  surplus  medium  acquired  by  this  trade 
laid  out  upon  land,  by  which  its  value  is  increas- 
ed, and  its  improvements  advanced?  And 
not  the  landholders  and  cultivators  directly  i 
rested  in  these  consequences'?  Surely,  all  who 
had  beard  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  on  this 
subject  must  have  been  filled  with  astonishment. 
These  objects  are  essentially  connected,  and  this 
country  is  calculated  to  combine  both  with  ad- 
vantage. 

Another  assertion  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn. 
sylvania  appeared  to  be  addressed  to  those  who 
had  never  read  the  history  of  any  commercial  na- 
tion, or  extended  their  views  beyond  the  limits  of 
their  own  country.  He  insists  that  the  commer- 
cial prosperity  of  other  countries  has  not  been 
promoted  by  their  fleets ;  and  instances  Holland 
as  a  nation  possessing  an  extensive  commerce  with 
a  small  Qeet,  while  Spain  has  a  powerful  fleet  and 
no  commerce.  Mr.  0.  said,  that  in  defiance  of 
that  gentleman's  assertion,  he  was  ready  to  main- 
taiD  that  no  nation  on  earth  had  ever  carried  on 
an  extensive  and  prosperous  commerce  without 
the  aid  of  a  navy.  The  navy  and  commerce  of 
Holland  grew  up  together,  and  her  colonies,  the 
•ource  of  hei  opulence,  were  acquired  and  pro- 
tected bv  her  fleets.  The  commerce  of  Spain  was 
originally  extended  uid  protected  by  a  naval  force; 


been  ruined  by  an  e 
direction,  in  consequence  of  the  discovery  of  the 
.  mines.    When  the  commerce  of  the 
iwns  was  io  its  zenith,  their  fleet  com- 
manded  respect  in   every  sea.     France,  prior  to 
the  administration   of  Colbert,   was   respeclable 
i  a  commercial  or  naval  Power.     That 
bent  his  attention  to  a  navy,  and  her 
trade  flourished  beyond  alt  former  example.     All 
these  countries  have  declined  in  commercial  im- 
I.  not  because  they  had  great  navies,  but 
they  were  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  na- 
tion who,  by  more  persevering  efforts  and  alien- 
tion  to  a  navy,  has  defeated  their  fleets  and  snp- 
plaated  (heir  rule.    Why,  sir,  did  the  zentleraan 

:--!  Hamburg?  Do  we  not  know  that  all ihe 

of  Europe  have  a  common  interest  io  pre- 
serving Hamburg  as  a  mart  during  the  present 
war ;  and  that  this  city  is  under  the  special  pro- 
tection of  a  powerful  Monarch  1  Yet,  with  these 
advantages,  Hamburg  has  preserved  her  commerce 
and  her  privileges  by  becoming  tributary  to 
"  ince ;  bv  sacrificing  ner  independence  to  a  mer- 
. tile,  calculating,  sordid  spirit— a  spirit  which 
France  expected  to  find  predominant  in  the  policy 
of  this  country,  and  to  amerce  in  the  same  wav; 
but  they  mistook  the  character  of  our  people- 
When  we  become  a  nation  of  merchants  without 
public  spirit,  or  of  farmers  destitute  of  patriotism; 
when  our  moneyed  men  shall  be  ready  to  yield 
their  liberties  and  preserve  their  capital,  then,  and 
not  till  then,  we  may  be  likened  to  Hamburg.  It 
might  be  shown  that  other  Republios  besides 
those  mentioned  by  the  gentleman — that  Genoa, 
Venice,  and,  in  a  word,  that  all  commercial  States, 
ancient  and  modern,  attained  the  summit  of  prot- 
perily  and  opulence  by  means  of  their  naval 
equipments,  and  that  their  trade  and  their  navies 
decayed  and  perished  by  a  common  fate.  And  il 
would  be  not  less  easy  Io  show  that  the  destruc- 
tion of  both  has  been  accelerated  by  internal  dis- 
hy want  of  confidence  in  their  own  Gt"'- 
ind  by  the  delusion  and  siren  songs  of 
a  false  security  while 
danger  was  near. 

Mr.  0.  said,  it  would  hardly  be  expected  that 
he  should  reply  in  detail  to  the  speech  ol  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  the  materials  of  which 
appeared  to  be  collected  at  the  expense  of  much 
time  and  labor,  and  which  was  delivered  al  a  mo- 
ment when  least  apprehended  by  the  House. 
That  gentleman  had  exhibited  new  calculations 
of  the  expense  attending  this  armameaL  Ii  had, 
however,  been  shown,  by  inconiestible  documents, 
that  our  ways  and  means  for  the  present  year 
were  abundantly  adequate  to  all  our  eipeoses. 
The  true  question  returns.  Is  the  augmentation  ol 
the  Navy  a  measure  essential  to  the  puhlie  wel- 
farel  The  calculailons  of  the  gentleman  are 
founded  on  the  assumption  ihat  this  fleet  is  lo  W 
supported  upon  a  war  establishment ;  but  tbia  w" 
not  happen  uolera  we  should  be  engaged  in  a  ws' 
or  exposed  to  the  danger  of  it,  and  in  that  event 
the  fleet  must  be  supported,  cost  what  it  may- 
But  if  we  escape  i    ^"^    --—'—- '^'1*"^ 


ernmenls,  and  by  the 
those  who  lulled  then 


r,  and  maintain  the  fleej 


only  upon  a  peace  establishment,  a  very 
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CtioB  of  Ihe  eatimetled  expense  will  be  sufficient 
ihat  object.  It  has  been  urged  that  ships 
which  ate  now  to  be  put  upon  the  stocks  cannot 
b«fotteD  Teady  for  any  present  eraergeticy;  but 
we  mtut  r^rd  the  future  as  well  as  the  present ; 
■nd  the  objection  would  be  alike  pertinent  againn 
buildinff  forts,  compleling  the  buildings  at  the 
Federal  City,  or  any  other  measure  dictated  by  a 
prodeat  foresight. 

The  geotleman  from  PeDDsylTaoia  has  iniro- 
daced  the  ^object  of  the  new  Iobd,  and  of  the 
nte  of  iDteresi  proposed  for  that  loan,  and  takes 
it  for  granted  that  money  will  not  be  borrowed 

loan,  il  wai  ^         ,   .       .._    ___ 

would  insure  its  hei'ne  speedily  filled.  To  per- 
mit it  to  lie  open  taont^  after  month  would  have 
made  a  rerr  nofarorable  impression  of  our  re- 
nutces,  and  of  the  disposition  of  the  people, 
QpOD  Prance  and  all  Europe,  The  precise  rate 
at  which  money  could  be  obtained,  could  not  be 
ascertained  before  a  trial,  unless  the  loan  had  been 
confined  to  a  few  rich  and  -•peculating  characters. 
In  order  to  make  sure  of  ii,  it  is  possible  that 
half  per  cent  too  much  may  have  been  offered. 

I 

arket  rate  of  interest  is  much  highi 
loan  is  a  Srst  experiment,  and  if  it  should  be  filled 
withghatereageroess,/Lture  loans  may  be  opened 
upon  reduced  terms,  though  he  did  not  believe 
thai  recourse  to  this  measure  would  he  necessary 
heteafter.  The  revenue  of  the  country  from  in- 
direct taxes  constantly  increases,  and  he  thought 
that  additional  duties  might  be  laid  upon  imports 
which  would  produce  from  one  to  two  millions. 
Bui  however  that  may  be,  if  it  should  become 
necessary  to  borrow  twenty  millions,  to  preserve 
our  independence,  or  defend  our  country,  we 
mast  meet  the  ex^nse  without  repining.     The 

Greatest  economy  m  our  public  expenses  was  in- 
ijpensable,  nothing  should  be  squandered,  but 
Ihe  liberty  and  safety  of  the  country  were  objects 
not  to  be  estimated  by  money.  That  gentleman, 
mdeed,  has  condescended  to  show  us  a  mode 
whereby  much  money  may  be  saved.  By  undo- 
ine  the  defensire  measures  of  the  last  session : 
diiband  your  army,  dismantle  your  ships,  call  in 
yoat  cruisers,  proclaim  to  the  world  that  you  are 
reconciled  to  France  and  are  convinced  of  her 
sincerity  '.  Confess  that  your  Late  professions  of 
a  determined  spirit  of  resistance,  were  the  ebulli- 
tions of  a  temporary  enthusiasm ;  that  you  mean 
to  save  money,  and  for  that  purpose  will  desist 
from  raising  an  army  or  a  navy  ;  that  with  folded 
arms  yon  are  readv  to  receive  and  patiently  en- 
dure the  blows  of  tlie  first  ruffian  that  assaults 
yon  I  Adopt  this  system  and  doubtless  some 
present  savings  may  he  made.  Hq  declared,  how- 
ever, thai  he  saw  nothing  that  should  induce  the 
House  to  relax  a  single  measure  of  defence,  or  to 
repent  of  the  vigorous  measures  already  adopted. 
Vol  himself  he  ^oried  in  the  inconsiderable  share 
which  had  fallen  to  him  in  providing  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country.  Under  present  circumstaO' 
cea  he  should  adhere  to  every  little  of  the  system, 


unless  compelled  lo  relinquish  it  by  a  majority  of 
that  House.  A  departure  from  that  aystem  upon 
slight  suggestions  and  vain  hopes,  would  be  truly 
degrading,  and  would  prepare  him  to  bid  fareweu 
to  the  independence  of^his  country. 

Another  favorite  object  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  seemed  to  be,  to  connect  the  Navy 
with  the  land  tax,  doubtless  with  a  view  to  trans- 
fer the  odium  and  prejudice  created  by  that  tax 
to  the  Navy  ;  but  only  a  few  years  since  that  gen- 
tleman wrote  an  elaborate  treatise  to  prove  that 
out  ordinary  revenue  would  not  be  equal  to  the 


without  aland  tax,  and  at  a 
mentation  of  the  Navy  was  contemplated.  What 
has  been  the  result?  The  increased  means,  and 
rapid  growth  of  our  prosperity,  have  baffled  those 
calculations,  and  he  now  contends  that  we  might 
dispense  with  the  land  tax,  but  for  the  Navy,  al- 
though other  expenseshave  considerably  increased. 
Mr.  O.,  had  no  faith  in  the  former  calculationa 
and  predictions,  and  doubted  not  that  the  present 
ones  would  prove  equally  failacious. 

Another  argument  htid  been  drawn  from  the 
scarcity  of  money.  In  the  part  of  the  country 
where  that  gentleman  resides,  he  believes  there 
will  not  be  found  money  sufficient  topay  the  taxes 
already  imposed  by  law.  If  this  be  true,  said  Mr. 
O.  that  a  part  of  the  people  are  unable  to  pay 
their  taxts,  it  is  very  cleat  that  Government  can- 
not receive  them,  and  in  the  end  they  must  be  re- 
leased ;  but  surely  people  in  this  situation  were 
not  entitled  to  be  gratified  at  the  expense  of  those 
who  were  able  and  witling  to  pay.  Shall  the 
body  of  the  nation  he  deprived  of  their  natural 
protection,  and  compelled  to  relinquish  a  favorite 
plan  of  defence,  because  that  plan  is  unpopular 
with  a  set  of  men  who  cannot  pay  their  taxes ! 
Surely  those  who  are  disposed  to  contribute  to 
the  public  defence,  should  not  be  prevented  bjr 
'^"     -    neither  able  or  disposed.    Mr.Cf. 


o  express  his  regret  at  hearinc 
'  1  tendency  and  design  of 


those  who  t 
could  not  fc 
an  argnment,  the  n 

which  was  to  array  the  commercial  and  agficut- 
turat  interests  of  this  country  against  each  other- 
He  had  oflen  touched  upon  this  topic,  and  was 
persuaded  that  a  more  odious,  a  more  ruinous  di- 
vision of  parties  could  never  be  established.  If 
the  body  of  farmers  can  be  persuaded  that  their 
interest  in  the  Slate  is  distinct  from  that  of  the 
body  of  metchants,  party  dissensions  will  acquire 
a  malignity  that  will  be  appeased  by  nothing 
short  of  the  destruction  of  the  Constitution. 

He  concluded  b^  again  declaring  that  he  did 
not  rise  with  the  intention  of  attempting  a  mi- 
nute reply  to  the  speech  of  the  genllemao,  but 
only  to  such  of  his  observations  as  appeared  to 
him  deserving  of  the  most  attention. 

Mr.  S.  Smitb  said  he  meant  to  have  given  a 
silent  vote  on  the  passage  of  this  bill,  because  he 
thought  the  subject  had  heretofore  been  suffi- 
ciency discussed;  but  the  distinction  which  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  drawn  between 
the  agricultural  and  commercial  interests  of  this 
country  was  so  invidious,  that  he  felt  himself 
called  upon  to  offer  some  remarks  to  the  committee. 
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ishios  a  permanent  nary  f< 
s  weU  as  with  a  view  of  eo 


The  geolleniao  has  stated  this  as  a  new  !^ys tern, 
as  a  new  eta  id  our  affairs.  Mt.  S.  deoied  that 
this  was  thL'  case.  The  systera  had  comineaceij 
at  the  last  ses^iion  ;  74-n;un  ships  were  then  men- 
tioned, and  authority  was  "ivea  to  the  Presidenl 
to  provide  ail  ships  of  not  less  than  32  aaas ;  un- 
der which  authority  i  i  was  well  understood  he  migh  I 
have  buili  74-gun  ships.  It  was  found  that  74's 
could  not  be  built  so  speedily  as  to  answer  the  ex- 
igencies of  the  case.  Indeed,  at  the  time  the  De- 
Satlmenl  of  the  Navv  was  insliluied,  ii  was  un- 
erstood  that  it  was  aooe  with  the  view  of  eslab' 
y  for  the  United  States, 
my  in  the  expend- 
iiure  of  money  in  that  department,  the  necessi- 
ty of  which  had  been  shown  in  the  extravagant 
expenditures  which  had  taken  place  in  the  huild- 
ine  of  the  frigates. 

Mr.  S.  did  not  believe  our  present  Navy  had 
bad  all  the  effects  ascribed  toil;  hut  he  believed 
that  it  had  shown  to  France,  that  we  were  de- 
termined not  to  submit  to  their  unjust  treatment, 
and  were  able  to  resist. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  be- 
lieved that  the  amount  of  the  depredations  com- 
mitted upon  our  commerce  by  France  was  any- 
thing lite  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  He  did  not 
tbinl  they  amounted  to  more  than  sii  or  seven 
millions;  he  grounded  bis  opinion  on  the  follow- 
ing information.  The  two  insurance  offices  at 
Baltimore,  agreeably  to  an  actual  statement  from 
their  presidenls,  bad  paid  for  losses  sustaioed  by 
FrencTi  captures,  550,000  dollars.  He  had  esti- 
mated the  sums  not  insured,  or  paid  by  the  other 
officers,  at  450,000  dollars,  making  one  million  for 
the  cily  of  Baltimore.  The  .documents  on  the 
table  show  the  commerce  of  Baltimore  [o  be 
equal  to  one  fifth  of  that  of  the  whole  Union ;  the 
losses  might  therefore  be  estimated  at  the  same 
proportion.  This  would  he  five  millions  for  the 
United  States.  He  therefore  conceived  that  sev- 
en millions  would  be  a  high  estimate. 

By  a  letter  which  he  had  seen  from  Che  Presi- 
dent of  the  North  American  Insurance  Company, 
he  found  that,  since  the  British  Treaty;  the  pro- 
portion of  French  depredations  to  those  of  Brit- 
ish, had  been  as  two  to  one.  He  believed  this 
statement  to  be  correct,  it  corresponded  with  the 
losses  suBiained  by  Baltimore.  In  this  estimate 
the  seizure  of  contraband  goods  was  not  included. 

But  it  has  been  said,  that  our  Navy  has  render- 
ed little  or  no  service.  In  hts  opinion,  the  con- 
tiary  would  appear  to  be  true,  from  a  statement  of 
the  North  American  Insurance  Company,  quoted 
for  a  different  purpose,  hy  which  it  appears  that 
our  commerce  Has  suffered  less  within  the  last  six 
months  from  French  than  from  British  captures. 
He  believed  the  fact,  which  shows  that  our  armed 
vessels  have  effectually  protected  our  commerce 
against  Freocb  cniisent. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  in  Mr.  S's 
opinion,  has  taken  the  subject  on  its  true  ground, 
when  he  considered  it  as  connected  with  the  gen- 
eral interests  of  (he  United  State*.  Considering 
the  subject  in  that  point  of  view,  he  had  classed 
itu  arguments  under  three  heads,  viz;  as  a  de- 


fence against  it 


a  protection  of  our  com- 
nent  of  power;  and  bw 
endeavored  to  prove  that  it  wilt  answer  neither 
of  the  Iwo  first  purposes,  that  it  will  merely  be- 
come an  Instrument  of  power,  and  therefore  he  ii 
opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  S.  did  not  believe  that  any  gentleman  con- 
templated an  invasion  ai  present ;  but  is  this  la; 
reason  why  it  may  not  hereafter  be  attempted? 
The  navy  of  France,  it  is  true,  is  neatly  annihi- 
lated. We  have  seen  it  similarly  situated  in  the 
days  of  monarchy,  and  raised  again  in  the  courst 
of  one  war,  so  as  to  meet  the  British  with  eanal 
force ;  and  he  supposed  they  would  not  do  less 
under  a  republican  than  under  a  monarchical 
Qovernmeoi.  He  did  not  think,  therefore,  tfau 
we  ought  never  to  apprehend  an  attempt  of  this 
hind.  He  was  not,  however,  afraid  of  an  inva- 
sion ;  nor  do  the  American  people  fear  it.  It  was 
for  the  general  good  of  the  nation  that  he  wished 
a  fleet.  When  the  people  of  the  United  Slates 
associated  and  formed  one  National  Government, 
it  was  for  their  mutual  good.  When  was  protec- 
tion refused  to  that  part  of  the  country  from 
which  the  gentleman  himself  comes?  Did  any 
member  now  in  favor  of  the  Navy  oppose  protec- 
tion to  the  Western  country  when  it  was  wanted? 
They  did  not ;  and  they  have  a  right  to  expect,  in 
their  turn,  protection  to  commerce,  on  which  the 
welfare  of  all  depends.  Can  it  be  expected,  that 
that  quarter  of  the  Union,  which  depends  as  much 
on  shipping  for  support  as  Great  Britain  does  upon 
her  manufactures,  will  be  contented  without  this 
protection?  And  would  the  gentleman  from  Peaa- 
sylvania  be  willing  to  give  up  the  advantages  of 
our  carrying  trade  for  the  paltry  consideration  of 
a  few  millions  of  dollars?  He  hoped  and  believed 
that  equal  protection  would  be  given  Co  all  out 
citizens  who  are  equally  entitled  to  it. 

But  the  genlieman  asks  what  will  six  7i's  do? 
He  should  recollect,  said  Mr.  S,,  that  we  contem- 
pl^ie  twelve  74's,  and  with  these  we  shall  be  able 
to  do  much.  When  the  nations  of  Europe  are  at 
war,  we  can  throw  our  force  in  to  the  scale  against 
that  nation  which  shall  dare  to  iusult  our  com- 
merce ;  or  it  is  probable  that  the  idea  that  we  may 
do  so,  without  our  doing  it,  will  preserve  us  from 
insult.  Let  it  be  considered  that  the  European 
Powers  are  compelled  to  pass  by  our  doors  when 
returning  from  their  West  India  possessions;  and 
if  they  attempt  to  trample  upon  our  Itade,  we  can 
send  these  vessels  out,  and  seize  upon  their  com- 
merce, without  contending  with  their  naval  force. 

Gentlemen  opposed  to  the  Navy  have  said. 
Great  Britain  will  prevent  France  from  coming 
agaioit  us;  but  shall  we  depend  upon  and  throw 
ourselves  into  the  arms  of  another  Power  for  pro- 
tection? It  bad  never  yet  been  our  custom  to  da 
this,  and  he  hoped  it  never  would. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  spoken 
of  our  extraneous  trade;  that  out  of  61  railliou 
of  exports,  33  millions  were  of  foreign  produciioD, 
which,  according  Co  that  gentleman,  only  benefiB 
the  merchants  of  the  United  States:  but,  said  ttt. 
S.,  this  extraneous  commerce  is  the  produce  of 
the  labor  and  industry  of  our  citizens,  and  it  cer- 
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uinl;  musi  be  of  adraaUge  to  tbe  counlr^,  that 
R  commerce  of  ftl  millioas  bai  been  earned  on 
with  a  capital  of  33  millioos.'  < 

Bui  the  gentleman  from  Fenosf  IvRDia  says,  Ihat 
Holtand  carries  on  ■□  ettenEire  commerce  nilh- 
ODI  a  Diry ;  and  that  9pain.  with  a  navy,  has  no 
Eommerce.  Mr.  S.  did  not  know  where  the  gen- 
tleman ^t  this  information,  but  certainly  it  ii  far 
ftcin  being  correct.  Whilst  Holland  pcnsesaed  a 
navy, she  carried  on  an  immense  trade;  but,  nx 
her  navy  declined,  in  the  same  pronorlion  did  her 
commerce  decline.  At  present,  Holland  is  not  a 
ureal  tradiof;  nation  in  her  own  ships.  Spain,  it 
u  laid.  lias  htile  commerce.  She  has,  on  the  con- 
trary, said  Mr.  S.,  immense  commerce ;  she  bas 
enough  to  employ  the  whole  of  her  cafjital  within 
her  oTQ  dominion.  This  commerce  is  no  valua- 
ble, that  it  has  always  been  an  object  with  Great 
Britain,  in  time  of  war,  to  fall  upon  the  commerce 
of  8p«iD,  in  order  to  pay  for  her  hard  fought  bat- 
tle* with  Fiance. 

The  gentleman  bm  alio  spoken  of  the  Hanse 
Towm.  They  had,  laid  Mr.  S.,  at  one  period,  a 
UiTy  superior  to  all  the  world  ;  and  comoelled 
the  King  of  England  to  receive  their  mercnanis, 
ind  give  them  exclusive  privileges,  even  in  Lon- 
don, otherwise  they  captured  their  vessels.  Great 
Britain  attempted  to  crash  them,  bat  did  not  im- 
mediately succeed ;  she  increased  her  navy,  suc- 
ceeded, and  the  navy  of  the  Hanse  Towns  fell, 
tnd  with  it  ibeir  commerce. 

Bnl  why,  continued  Mr.  S.,  does  the  gentleman 
compare  this  country  with  Hamburg — a  single 
city— a  spot  of  earth  compared  with  a  great  na- 
tion 1  h  the  trade  of  Hamburg  carried  on  by 
their  own  ships  1  No  ;  by  our  ships,  and  by  the 
•hips  of  all  the  world.  By  a  reference  to  the 
iiaiements  on  the  table,  it  will  be  seen  what  a 
■mall  quantity  of  the  Hanse  Town  shiifpiDg  visits 
our  porti.  A  great  pan  of  their  trade  is  carried 
on  ia  Danish  and  Swedish  bottoms.  When  Qreat 
Britain  attacked  the  commerce  of  neutral  coun- 
tries, Denmark  and  Sweden  armed,  and  obtained 
a  MttlemenI  of  their  differences.  Indeed,  the  Bu- 
mpean  nations  depredate  upon  us  because  of  our 
WeakncM.  He  trusted,  since  we  bad  discovered 
■omething  like  a  disposition  to  defend  ourselves 
■t  Ka,  we  should  not  now  act  a  contrary  part. 

It  had  been  said  we  shanld  not  be  able  to  man 
our  sbips.  We  were  told  the  same  story,  said  Mr. 
&,  last  year;  that  oar  sailors  would  lie  taken  to 
miD  oar  ships  of  war,  and  our  merchant  ships 
would  not  be  aUe  to  vet  men.  But  no  scarcity 
^  taken  ^lace  until  lately,  when  sach  a  spring 
■lid  been  given  to  commerce  in  consequence  of 
the  leenriiy  from  our  little  fleet,  as  be  had  never 
Woii  witnessed. 

The  gEDtleman  has  asked,  how  it  was  that 
Hamburg  carried  on  its  commerce  without  a 
fleetl  ft  had  been  shown,  said  Mr.  8.,  that  it 
*as  protected  by  others.  They  have  money,  and 
whii  ihey  caonoi  do  with  men,  they  do  with 
"Doney.  They  have  paid  France  twice  for  their 
neutrality,  and  probably  they  will  agaiit  be  called 

Ii  i*  said  that  our  fleet  will  be  attended  with 
5th  Cos.— 98 


greater  expense  than  proBt.  Bul.said  Mr.  S,  there 
19  something  like  honor ;  and  to  make  a  calcula- 
lioD  of  this  kind,  would  be  to  say  that  all  nations 
might  rob  us  with  impunity. 

The  geuileman  from  Pennsylvania  observed, 
that  our  commerce  had  iocruas.'d,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  spoliations  which  have  been  committed 
upon  it.  This,  said  Mr.  S.,  has  been  owing  le  our 
neutral  situation,  and  the  enterprise  of  our  mer- 
chants. But,  notwilhstaodiug,  he  adds,  our  pro- 
duce has  fallen  in  value.  For  a  while,  Mr.  8. 
said,  it  fell ;  but,  as  soon  as  our  commerce  was  in 
some  degree  protected,  it  rose  again,  and  tohaeco 
was  never  so  high  as  it  is  at  present.  Flour  bas 
also  lately  risen ;  indeed,  ail  our  produce  has  risen, 
in  proportion  to  the  OTotection  which  our  com- 
merce has  received.  But  the  gemleman  says,  the 
farmer  pays  more  of  the  expense  of  the  protec- 
tion of  commerce,  and  receives  lets  of  profits, 
than  the  merchants.  This,  said  Mr.  8.,  was  mak- 
ing an  invidious  distinction  between  them.  The 
Semleman  cannot  himself  think  this  a  well- 
junded  remark,  or  such  an  one  as  can  hare  any 
effect  in  this  House ;  be  means  it  to  have  an  effect 
elsewhere.  It  is  impossible  for  a  merchaat  to  be 
beneSted,  without  the  farmer  being  also  benefited 
at  the  same  time.  What  was  our  situation  in 
1789,  when  this  Government  commenced?  Our 
agriculture  wv  at  a  low  ebb,  and  our  trade  op- 
pressed by  foreign  nations.  Commerce  almoat 
insianianeously  sprung  up,  and  flourished,  and 
agriculture  followed ;  and  we  now,  on  every  field, 
view  the  blessings  which  have  everywhere  flowed 

Bui  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  ia  of 
opinion,  that,  if  we  had  been  possessed  of  twelve 
ahips-of-the'line  at  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent war,  we  should,  ere  now,  have  been  [urtiM 
in  it  He  was  himself  of  a  different  opinion. 
He  believed,  that  if  we  had  possessed  these  ves- 
sels. Great  Britain  would  never  have  issued  bet 
order  of  tbe  5ih  oi  November.  She  would  have 
known  that  her  teasels  to  the  West  Indies  passed 
by  our  doors,  and  that  we  could,  therefor^  have 
retaliated  upon  her  with  ease,  fiut  knowing  we 
haid  no  naval  power,  she  had  acted  as  we  hare 
seen.  Fiance  followed,  and  greatly  exceeded  her 
example.    If  we  had  possessed  the  fleet  now  pro- 

Cd,  neither  our  commerce  nor  our  honor  would 
:  suffered  in  the  manner  they  have  done  from 
either  nation. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  also  said, 
reject  this  bill,  and  repeal  jrour  army  bill,  and  you 
will  save  money;  but.  said  Mr.  8.,  if  these  are  to 

Elace  the  country  in  a  strong  posture  of  defence, 
e  would  not  surely  dispense  with  them  for  the 
sake  of  a  little  money.  The  natural  defence  of 
this  country  is  a  navy  and  a  well  regulated  mili- 
tia. If  a  plan  which  he  proposed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion for  newly  organizing  the  militia,  bad  been 
adopted,  he  should  have  been  opposed  toan  army. 
But  when  he  found  he  could  not  carry  his  point 

I  in  putting  the  militia  upon  a  better  footing  than 
it  is  at  present,  he  thought  an  army  absolutely 
necessary,  and  nad  voted  for  it. 

I     But  the  gentleman  says,  the  people  iit  the  caBD- 
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try,  Bad  in  those  parts  which  have  alwas  been 
accoualed  the  most  federal.  coiDplain  of  rbe  direct 
tax.  They  complain,  said  Mr.  S.,  before  they 
know  whether  any  part  of  ihr  tai  wili  fat!  upon 
them  7  He  believed  very  little  would  fall  upon 
the  cuuolry.  hot  that  it  would  be  paid  mostly  by 
the  cities.  The  people  who  are  dissaiiafied  have 
yet.pa)d  oothing.  They  are  told  they  will  have 
a  great  deal  to  pay ;  be  doubted  not  they  would 
be  satisfied. 

The  gentleman  bad  expected  that  we  mJEbt 
have  gone  oo  in  a  state  of  peace.  So  we  might, 
■aid  Mr.  S.,  if  the  Powers  of  Europe  would  have 
let  us  alone.  But,  since  they  will  not,  we  mtist 
have  a  navy  to  protect  ourselves. 

Tbe  question  was  then  lakeo,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative— 64  W  42,  as  follovra: 


pben  Bullock,  Chiiatopher  O.  Ch«la]diD,  JamM  Coch- 
no,  Willijuo  Craik,  SuddcI  W.  Dbdi.  John  Dennii^ 
Oaorge  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  ETaoi,  Abiel 
Focter.  Dwight  Foater,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Henij 
Glen,  CbaUDcej  Qoodrich,  William  (lonkm,  Rc^er 
Grisvold,  William  Berry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Har- 

Sr,  Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hindman,  Bsxekiah  L. 
iwmer,  Jas.  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samnal 
Lyman,  James  Machir,  William  Matthews,  Daniet  Mor- 
nn,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker, 
Joaiah  Parker,  Thomas  Pinckney,  John  Reed,  John 
Rntledge,  jun.,  Jamea  Schuieman,  Samnei  Bewail, 
William  Sheparcl,  Thomas  Stnnickson,  Samuel  Smith, 
Richard  Dobba  Spaight,  Peleg  Sprague,  George  That- 
cher, Richard  Thomas,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  John  E. 
Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wadsnorth,  Robert  Wain,  and  John 
WiUianu. 

Nits — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Thomas 
Bloont,  Richard  Brent,  Robert  Brown,  Samuel  J.  Ca- 
bell, Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Charle*  Cole  Clai- 
borne,  John  Cloplon,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dawson, 
Joseph  Eggterton,  Lucas  Ehoendoif,  William  Findley, 
John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  Jas.  Gillespie,  Andrew 
Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jooalhan 
N.  HaveDi,  Joseph  Heialer,  David  Holmes,  Walter 
Jones,  Edward  Liviogtlon,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Blair  McClenachan,  JoHpb  McDowell,  An- 
thony New,  John  Nicholas,  TompMn  J.  Skioaer,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  Richaid  Stanford,  Thomas 
Sumter,  Ahram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Abraham  Venable,  and 
Robert  Wilhama. 

DOCKS  AND  TIMBER  FOR  THE  NAVY. 

The  bill  aolhoriziog  the  establishment  of  docks, 
and  the  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  timber 
for  naval  purposes,  were  severally  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

TnESDAr,  February  12. 

Mr.  D.  FoBTEii.  from  ibe  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  i  report  on'the  petition  of  Comfort  Sands 
and  others,  with  a  bill  for  their  relief ;  which  was 
committed. 

Mr.  Josian  Pahkeh,  from  the  Navy  Commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  6xing  the  pay  of  captains  and 
commaadErs  of  ahipa  and  vessels  of  t^e  United 
Stniea;  which  was  committed. 


The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  re- 
specting balances  due  from  individual  Slates  id 
the  United  States,  was  taken  up  and  concurred 
in.  They  went  to  give  the  right  of  jurisdiction 
to  the  United  States  of  all  places  wbeieon  foiii- 
ficalions  should  be  built;  out  reserved  to  the 
Slates  the  right  of  soil,  aod  the  right  of  serving 
criminal  and  civil  process  therein. 

The  bill  from  tne  Senate  for  organizing  the 
troopa  of  tbe  United  States,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses, was  read  and  commiited. 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate,  vesting 
the  power  of  retaliation,  in  certain  cases,  in  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

THE  ALIEN  AND  SBDrXION  LAWS. 
Mr.  LiviHG8Ton  presented  a  petition  from  a 
number  of  aliens,  natives  of  Ireland,  resideat 
within  the  Uniled  Stales,  praying  for  a  repeal  of 
the  alien  law  ;  which,  having  been  read,  he  moved 
10  have  il  referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  petitiooi 
heretofore  presented  against  the  alien  and  sedition 

Mr.  ScwaLL  objected  to  this  reference.  He 
said  he  held  in  his  hand  a  motion,  which  he  had. 
several  times,  in  the  course  of  the  morning,  risen 
to  make  in  relation  to  petitions  of  this  kind. 
He  conld  not  now  offer  it  as  a  reason  why  be 
should  vote  against  ibis  motion.  It  had  all  along 
appeared  to  bim  that  these  memorials  woUd  have 
been  better  referred  to  a  select  committee  than  lo 
a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole.  As  the  suhieci  of 
these  petitions  was  the  order  of  the  day,  he  bad 
intended,  in  order  lo  aave  time  and  prevent  unne- 
cessary discussion,  to  have  moved  to  discharge 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  a  further  con- 
sideration of  these  petitions,  with  a  view  of  after- 
watdfl  referring  il  to  a  select  committee.  Indeed, 
he  thouKhi  it  important,  whatever  may  be  the 
result  of  the  business,  that  an  opportunity  should 
be  afforded  of  showing  to  tbe  House,  aod  to  ihe 
Union  at  large,  the  nature  of  the  complaints  made 
•fainst  tbeae  laws,  from  whence,  and  from  whom 
they  came.  Some  of  these  memorials,  it  was 
seen,  were  presented  by  aliens,  who  not  only  com- 
plain of  tbe  alien  law,  bat  other  acts  of  CoDgress, 
to  which  oui  eitizens  make  no  objection ;  and 
who,  it  is  clear,  said  Mr.  8.,  do  not  aim  so  much 
at  obtaining  a  repeal  of  the  alien  law.  as,  by  com- 
plainingof  the  Ocveinment  of  the  Union,io  spread 
a  seditious  spirit  through  tbe  conntry.  How 
far  this  was  the  caae,  he  cotild  not  precitdy  say ; 
but  if  the  buaioe&s  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, they  would,  of  course,  examine  tbe  merits 
of  these  petitions,  aod  report  their  opinion  thereon 
lo  the  House.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  preseai 
reference  would  not  be  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  NtCBOLAs  hoped  toe  gentleman  from  New 
York  would  withdraw  his  motion,  in  order  to 
make  way  for  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas**- 
chuselts.  He  bad  listened  to  the  petition  which 
had  been  read,  and  did  not  hear  anything  in  <i 
bai  what  related  to  the  case  of  the  petitiooeti; 
but  he  thought  they  bad  gone  further  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  our  Conatitntion  than  was  necessary 
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for  ibeir  [HirpOM.    He  did  not  wisb  the  petitiona 
of  our  citizeiu  to  be  blended  wilb  ihia. 

Mr.  LiTiNaaroii  had  do  obiection  lo  witbdraw 
'bis  moticiii,  M  the  muds  time  laat  he  mu*r  say  ihe 
ofcjeclioiM  to  ibii  petition  are  wholly  witliout 
foundation.  The  object  of  [he«e  pelitioneri  is  to 
obtain  a  repeal  of  a  law  which  is  pointed  at  them, 
and  at  no  other  pertoiu:  and  when  aliem  pray  for 
a  repeal  of  the  alien  law,  shall  we  say  to  them, 
"You  shall  not  nie  afgaments  which  you  think 
will  induce  us  to  repe^  the  law?"  Certainly  not. 
He  would,  howFTer,  witbdraw  bis  motion,  as  he 
'  did  not  wish  to  confound  this  petition  with  the 
peticioDs  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Sbwall  then  made  his  motion,  '*  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Wbolr  to  whom  his  been  re- 
ferred sundry  memorials  for  the  repeal  of  the 
■lien  and  sedition  acts,  be  discharged  from  a  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof,  and  that  the  same  be 
referred  to  »' select  committee  to  consider  and 
teport  their  opiaioa  tbereon  to  the  House." 

Mr.  Macon  said,  -he  did  not  believe  that  any 
good  purpose  could  be  answered  by  this  motion. 
If  it  was  intended  to  save  time,  he  wsi  sure  it 
would  not  have  that  effect.  If  ■  ■talemeni  of 
the  eoDIents  of  thete  memorials  is  to  be  made, 
there  will  be  as  much  time  spent  in  agreeiof;  to  it 
ts  in  considering  ihe  petitions  themselves.  The 
point  on  which  the  House  has  lo  act  is  single  and 
distinct;  the  petitioners  [way  for  ■  repeat  of  cet- 
tsiD  laws,  and  it  it.  not  sorely  necessary  to  employ 
a  coromiitee  to  give  an  opinion  on  the  propriety 
of  doing  this.  He  apptehended  that  the  effect  of 
this  motion,  if  agreed  to,  would  be,  that  tbeie  pe- 
liiioni  would  not  be  acted  upon  atall.  The  House 
noit  adjourn  on  a  certain  day  ;  and  it  was  probS' 
bleihal  the  select  committee  mieht  not  report  till 
within  a  few  days  of  ibe  dose  of  the  session.  To 
imTenl  this  effect,  therefore,  he  wished  the  peti- 
tions DOW  to  be  considered,  and  their  prayer  either 
S anted,  or  rejected,  at  once.  In  the  case  of  (be 
ritish  Treaty,  when  the  table  mi  covered  with 
petitions,  this  was  the  course  lahen. 

Hr.  Nicholas  obserred,  that  by  the  remarks  of 
ibe  ^tleman  from  Masiachaietis,  prerions  to 
making  this  motion,  it  appears,  that  this  motitra 
has  a  two-fold  object ;  it  is  to  inquire  who  the 
petitiooeia  are,  whether  they  ate  in  circumstances 
such  ai  ought  to  call  for  attention,  and  what  are 
Ihe  grounds  upoo  which  ibey  pray  for  ■  repeal  of 
ihne  laws.  What  hire  these  inquiries  to  do,  Mr. 
N.  said,  with  the  decision  of  this  Houae  upon  the 
(loestion  as  to  the  propriety  of  repealing  the  laws 
in  question  1  Would  the  gentleman  say,  that  he 
slkonld  be  ready  to  yield  to  the  petition  of  one  de- 
scription of  persons,  and  not  lo  that  of  another 
dewripiioQl  Could  be  say  that  anything  could 
be  drawn  from  these  petitions,  by  analysing  them, 
whieh-eould  influence  the  determinaiions  of  the 
HcHuel  He  supposed  the  intention  of  this  mo- 
tioD  vii^  le  fiiiye  an  opportunity  to  draw  out  rea- 
*o>ui^mit  repealing  the  laws,  on  a  supposition 
that  these  laws  wUT  not  be  repealed.  Mr.  N. 
hoped  this  question  would  be  decided  on  the  rea- 
Muiof  the  thing,  and  that  a  question  of  import- 
ance, like  that  of  determining  whether  these  ob- 


U9  laws  should  be  repeated  or  not,  would  not 
ifted  to  a  select  committee.  He  conceived 
this  course  was  intended  to  evade  the  question, 
and  to  prevent  that  discussion  which  gentlemen 

-'.1  take  place  on  this  question  when- 

up.  But  geotlemen  might  as  well 
suffer  the  business  to  lake  the  usual  course;  for, 
if  these  petitions  are  thus  referred,  any  person 
would  be  at  liberty  to  bring  forward  a  motion  for 
ibe  repeal  of  these  taws,  upoo  which  the  same 
discussion  might  take  place  as  upoo  these  peti- 

Mr.  Hartlet  was  in  favor  of  the  reference, 
because  he  thought  the  business  would  be  better 
matured  in  a  select  commitiee  than  it  could  be  in 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He  had  no  doubt 
the  committee  would  soon  make  their  report;  and 
when  they  do,  the  same  opportunity  will  be  af- 
forded for  debate  that  would  be  afforded  in  case 

e  petitioas  were  immediately  acted  upon. 

Mr.  J.  WiLuiAHa  was  in  favor  of  the  motion, 
as  it  would  bring  a  distinct  proposition  before  the 
House.  He  had  a  desire  to  see  the  petitions 
which  had  come  to  the  House  analyzed,  as  he 
found  they  were  not  only  from  our  citizens,  bat 
fromaliens;  and  aUo  found  that  even  ibeordt- 

iiices  of  (he  Sabbath  have  been  broken  in  upon 

obtain  iiignatures  lo  them. 

Mr.  EaoLEaTOH  hoped  this  motion  would  not 

IBS.  Tjiis  House,  hesaid,  must  have  (wo  objects 
._  view  ;  (he  one  (o  treat  the  petiiioos  with  that 
respect  which  is  due  to  them,  and  the  other  to 
decide  upon  their  merits  in  the  least  objectionable 
and  shortest  wav.  If  gentlemen  coniuli  these  two 
'  y  will  not  concur  in  the  present  propo- 
hat  will  be  the  course  uken  if  the  mo- 
agteed  (o  1    The  House  will  go  into  a 

_ s  of  the  Whole,  and,  after  one  of  the 

petitions  has  been  read,  motions  will  be  proposed 
for  repealing  the  two  laws ;  and,  if  the  present 
motion  is  agreed  to,  as  his  colleague  had  staled, 
distinct  propositioDs  for  the  repeal  of  Ihe  laws 
might  still  he  brought  forward.  As  he  believed 
there  was  more  wisdom  in  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  than  in  an*  select  committee,  he  trusted 
(he  reference  woula  not  take  place. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  if  the  question  was  an  ab- 
stract one,  whether  or  not  tnese  laws  should  be 
rep^ed,  there  would  be  propriety  in  going  di- 
rectly upon  it ;  but,  when  gentlemen  rely  upon 
(he  arguments  and  complaints  of  the  people  to 
enforce  the  repeal,  it  is  right  that  they  should  go 
to  a  select  committee  to  be  analyzed.  As  gen- 
(lemt:n  are  continnally  speaking  of  these  memo- 
riak,  it  will  be  well  to  know  from  whence  and 
from  whom  ihey  come  ;  and,  as  some  complain 
of  one  thing  ana  some  of  another,  he  wished  to 
have  the  wliule  in  one  view,  that  the  House  may 
discover  whether  they  speak  in  one  voice,  or  in  so 
many  different  and  discordant  tones,  as  ought  to 
have  DO  influence  on  the  decision  of  the  abstract 
question.  He  did  not,  indeed,  consider  these  me- 
morials as  evidences  of  any  real  pressure  upon  the 
people,  but  as  evidences  of  the  seditious  feelings 
and  seditious  principles ;  as  priwfs  that  they  have 
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been  deceived  by  those  in  whom  ihey  have  placed 
confidence. 

FThe  Speaker  called  to  order.] 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  thought  it  woold  be  treatiog 
these  petitions  with  respect,  to  have  a  Rtatemeni 
of  their  coDtenta  on  the  Journals  of  the  House  ; 
and,  as  be  had  no  idea  that  the  laws  would  be 
repealed  at  (he  present  »essioD,  the  report  upon 
these  pelitioDS  might  suggest  reasons  to  the  peo- 
ple Bt  large,  which  might  satisfy  them  with  theii 
being  continued  in  force. 

Mr.  McDowell  aaid,  (he  reasons  for  this  mo- 
tion were  very  appareul ;  they  were,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  had  in  part  stated 
ihem,  that  en  opportunity  might  be  given  of  cast- 
ing an  odium  on  the  petitiooers,  and  of  making 
an  address  to  the  people  in  favor  of  these  laws ; 
and,  also,  to  jirevent  auy  discussion  upon  the  sub- 
ject, by  putting  off  the  report  upon  it  to  the  close 
of  the  session. 

Mr.  LiviNOSTON  said,  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts had  acknowledged  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  get  rid  of  the  discussion  upon  this  soDJect, 
because  any  member  even  after  the  reference, 
may  propose  a  resolution  for  a  repeal ;  but  the 
gentleman  wishes  lo  separate  the  consideration 
of  these  petitioos  from  that  discussion.  He  is 
aware  of  the  weight  and  respectability  of  those 
applications,  and,  therefore,  wishes  to  bide  tbem 
in  the  committee  room,  while  we  are  debating  on 
the  subjects  of  which  they  complain.  The  gen- 
tleman, indeed,  says,  thai  these  remonstrances 
are  not  produced  bjr  any  real  grievances  ;  but,  as 
he  boldly  and  decisively  pronounced,  are  the  ef- 
.  fects  of  weakness  or  imposition.  Yet  the  gentle- 
man says,  that  be  knows  so  little  of  their  contents, 
that  he  wants  a  select  committee  to  iDform  him 
what  are  the  subjects  of  their  complaint.  Me 
has  scarcely  heard  them  read,  is  ignorant  of  their 
contents,  and  yet  has  oo  hesitation  in  saying  that 
they  could  be  signed  only  by  knaves  or  fools;  for 
this  is  the  amount  of  the  geotleman's  observe  tioos. 
He  trusted,  however,  that,  on  so  serious  and  so- 
lemn a  subject,  that  Keoileraen  would  not  shut 
their  ears  to  the  complaints  of  their  constituents; 
that  they  would  observe,  on  this,  the  course  which 
had  been  universal  on  former  occasions,  aod  re- 
ject the  resolution. 

Believing,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
■eits  does,  ibat  these  obnoxious  laws  will  not  be 
repealed,  he  wishes  to  find  a  justificatory  memori- 
al in  the  report  of  a  select  committee ;  it  was  nat- 
ural for  the  gentleman,  and  all  who  thought  with 
him,  to  wish  this.  They,  indeed,  wanted  all  the 
argument  that  ingenuity  could  devise,  to  recon- 
cile the  people  lo  Che  operation  of  tnese  laws. 
But,  as  I  caoaoi  yet  believe,  said  Mr.  L.,  that  a 
majority  of  this  House  are  determined  to  reject 
the  complaints  of  the  people;  as  I  earnestly  ex- 

Ct  that  the  discussion  will  end  in  ■  repeal,  I 
.«  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  this  report  to 
justify  the  laws.  MaoygeuileDien  voted  for  these 
measures  from  an  idea  that,  thoufb  violent,  they 
werecalledforby  the  pressure  of  the  times;  others 
may  have  done  so  from  the  agitation  oaturally 
produced  in  times  of  party  heat.    The  situation 


of  affairs  being  now  somewhat  changed,  and  the 
warmth  of  party  beine,  he  hoped,  in  gome  degree, 
allayed,  be  could  not  but  flatter  himself  that  gea- 
tlemen,  in  the  predicament  he  had  described,  join- 
ed  lo  the  new  members  of  the  House,  wonid  form 
a  weight  sufficient  to  incline  the  balance  ia  favor 
of  a  repeal. 

He  trusted  that  no  man  would  enter  on  the  di»- 
cussion  so  far  prejudiced  oi  to  be  deaf  to  the  voice 
of  prudence,  to  the  complaints  of  his  cooatitBents, 
to  a  regard  for  the  Constitution,  and  his  sacred 
oath,  in  its  support ;  all  of  which,  in  his  opinion, 
called  for  the  repeal- 
Let  not  gentlemen,  said  Mr.  L.,  deceive  them- 
selves, or  hope  to  deceive  the  public,  by  this  de- 
vice. It  will  be  understood,  that  every  man  who 
votes  thus  to  hide  the  public  complaints,  will  be 
considered  as  voting  for  a  cantinaance  of  thete 
laws.  That  the  public  might  have  full  inform- 
ation on  this  subject,  he  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Habpbr  was  glad  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  had  not  again  threatened  the  House  with  an 
insurrection  of  the  people  and  of  the  States,  be- 
cause gentlemen  happMied  to  differ  in  opinion 
from  him ;  but  he  has  to-day  come  pretty  neat  it. 
He  says,  if  gentlemen  do  not  iisien  to  reason  and 

Sudence,  they  must  look  to  the  consequences. 
e  did  not  know  whether  his  former  threat  had 
produced  effects  which  induced  him,  in  this  cov- 
ered way,  to  repeat  it.  For  his  own  part,  he 
fell  it  as  little  now  as  he  did  formerly,  and,  not^ 
withstanding  appearances,  he  was  inclined  to  con- 
tinue the  same  course  which  bad  heretofore  been 
taken.  He  did  not  know  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
a  legislator  to  surrender  his  opinion,  because  ihat 
opinion  i!<,  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  and 
among  a  certain  description  of  people,  unpopular. 
He  was  disposed  to  meet  the  argumenis  of  one 
gentleman,  and  ihe  threats  of  another.  He  was 
convinced  of  the  necessity  of  looking  this  thing 
boldly  in  the  face.  We  will  do  what  is  right 
said  Mr.  H.,  and  if  yon  throw  out  threats,  we  will 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  said,  that  if 
the  course  proposed  was  taken,  it  would  preehide 
all  reference  Co  the  petitions.  Mr.  H.  said,  he 
was  as  much  disposed  to  treat  the  petitions  of  the 
people  with  respect,  as  any  gentleman  could  be; 
not  was  he  disposed  to  consider  who  are  the  signers 
of  a  petition,  but  what  ate  the  reasons  it  coniauis; 
and  if,  as  he  supposed,  by  adopiing  this  motiMi, 
gentlemen  would  be  precluded  from  referring  to 
these  petitions,  be  should  be  opposed  to  it ;  but  the 
contrary  is  (rue ;  gentlemen  may  call  for  the 
reading  of  any  one  or  the  whole  of  the  petitions 
if  they  think  proper  to  do  so.  The  ffentleman 
from  New  York  may  place  in  array  oefore  the 
House  all  the  petitions  from  the  Northern  Liber- 
ties to  the  streets  of  New  York,  and  he  may 
threaten  us  with  their  force. 

[Mr.  LiviHOBToN  said,  he  made  no  tbreatL 
though  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  baa 
several  times  said  so,  but  he  was  not  willing  to 
interrupt  bim  in  florid  harangue.  Mr.  L.  reput- 
ed what  he  had  said.] 
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Mi.  H.  remembered  veiy  well  what  the  zenlle- 
DUD  bad  said,  aod  when  he  tecomineiided  ptu- 
dcDce,  with  the  peculiar  empfauis  which  he  laid 
upon  It,  he  considered  italhre&t,  assiran^,  though 
not  M>  iTDsa,  aa  that  which  be  used  at  the  la»t  ses- 
sion. If  his  speech  oa  this  occasion  wanted  any 
comment,  he  need  only  refer  to  his  fonner  speech, 
when  he  told  the  Honae,  that  not  ooly  the  people, 
but  the  States,  ought  to  rise  and  oppose  this  law. 
If  the  geotlemaD  did  not  mean  to  use  a  similar 
tbreai  at  jKeseol,  be  ought  to  be  n 
m  ha  expressions  hereafter.  The 
this  molion,  Mr.  H.  said,  was  merely  that  the 
matter  of  these  petitions  should  be  arranged,  so  as 
to  be  better  understood  than  it  could  be  in  its 

Mr.  Gallatih  saidf  this  motion  was  of  a  noTei 
uiuie.  He  believed  it  had  been  an  uniform  rule 
in  this  House,  that  whenever  petitions  come  which 
relate  either  ro  particular  claims,  or  lesiiec ting  the 
detaib  of  any  law,  or  touching  anyimng  which 
requires  a  Htaieaieat  of  facts,  they  are  referred  to 
)deei  committees  lo  report  (hereon.  It  is  not  less 
true  that,  when  petitions  of  a  general  and  abstract 
nature,  praying  for  ihe  repeal  of  a  law  in  lolo,  and 
complaining  of  a  measure  in  all  its  parts,  all  such 
peiiiious  are  uniformly  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  ibe  Whole  House;  and  this,  for  a  plain  reason, 
because  the  question  is  perfectly  atntract;  it  is, 
'  Shall  this  thing  be  done  or  nof?"  Though  he 
was  desirous  of  giving  due  weight  lo  thearEuments 
of  petitioners,  yet  they  can  have  but  partial  weight, 
as  the  question  itself  is  considered,  and  gentlemen 
adduce  their  own  arguments  for  and  against  it, 
Bod  the  number  and  respectability  of  ihe  petitioners 
never  comes  under  consideration.  In  the  case  of 
the  British  Treaty,  when  the  table  was  covered 
with  petitions  from  one  end  of  the  United  States 
to  the  other,  no  idea  was  ever  su|[gested  of  refer- 
ring (hem  to  a  select  committee,  in  order  (o  give 
(D  (be  House  information  who  the  petitioners  were, 
nor  whether  arguments  had  been  used  to  deceive 
them  by  false  information,  or  whether  the  peopli 
had  been  moved  by  their  own  free  will  to  sigi 
tbem.  The  subject  was  well  understood,  and  the 
House  wanted  no  information  from  a  select  com- 
mittee- What,  said  Mr.  G.,  will  be  the  report  of 
a  select  committeel  Not,  perhaps,  the  real  argu- 
ments contained  in  the  petitions  against  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws,  bi)t  a  distortion  of  those  argu- 
ments. If  the  gentleman  who  makes  the  present 
molion  be  employed  to  analyze  these  arguments, 
he  wilt  certainly  enter  upon  the  task  with  a  preju- 
dice against  (he  petitioners}  he  will  consider  the 
petitioners  as  discontented  and  sediiious  persons, 
and  will  determine  to  find  out  sedition  in  the 
memorials ;  a  fair  statement  could  not  be  expected 
Icom  a  prejudiced  committee.  And  it  is  to  gentle- 
men who  avow  iheir  sentiments  against  the  peti- 
tions that  (he  statement  will  be  enlrusied,  and  not 
to  those  who  are  in  favor  of  them.  Would  i(  not 
be  fairer,  said  Mr.  G.,  to  allow  us,  who  ere  in 
opinion  with  the  petitioners,  to  produce  our  own 
■ugumenis,  and  to  give  those  of  the  petitioners  all 
the  weight  that  w(  think  they  deaerve.  and  leave 
to  those  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  toe  petition' 


ers  the  task  of  refuting  those  arguments.  But  the 
gentleman  who  makes  this  motion,  has  a  novel  ob- 
-—■  in  view ;  he  wishes  the  House  and  the  people 
irge,  to  he  informed  of  the  names  and  charac- 
ters of  the  petitioners.  He  agreed  with  the  gentle- 
~en  from  South  Carol  in  a^  (ha(  these  ought  (o  have 
I  inSuence  on  the  decisions  of  the  House. 

Mr.  G.  had  already  said,  that  a  correct  state- 
ment  of  the  arguments  of  tne  petitioners  was  not 
to  be  expected.  Most  probably  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  would  contain  an  answer  to  (hose 
arguments.  The  object  of  this  committee  is  in- 
fluenced by  public  opmion ;  for  though  gentlemen 
may  despise  what  they  call  threats  Irom  the  peo- 
ple, (which  indeed  ought  to  be  disregarded,)  yet 
they  are  not  beyond  the  reach  of  pu^ic  opinion. 
Gentlemen  may  say  so,  and  that  they  do  not  net 
under  this  influence,  but  when  they  vote  on  this 
ground,  they  act  on  a  different  principle.  If  gen- 
tlemen are  not  afraid  of  public  opinion,  if  they 
are  not  afraid  of  meeting  a  discussion  on  this  sub- 
ject, why  take  the  course  now  proposed — a  coun« 
never  before  pursued? 

At  the  opening  of  the  present  session,  the  gen- 
(leman  from  South  Carolina  brought  forward  a 
proposition  for  printing  an  extraordinary  number 
of  these  laws,  in  order  (o  correct  mistakes  which 
he  said  existed  with  respect  to  these  laws.  Yet, 
ihoush  this  was  not  to  make  an  address  (o  the 
people,  but  merely  (o  have  the  taws  spread,  the 
gentleman  who  makes  this  motion,  and  most  of 
the  other  friends  of  the  bill,  voted  against  it.  He 
himself,  (hough  he  saw  no  necessity  for  the  mea- 
sure, voted  for  it;  but  the  friends  of  the  laws  were 
for  trusting  to  the  good  sense  of  the  American 
people,  and  were  not  to  be  shaken  by  demagogues 
and  public  meetings.  They  therefore  rejectedthe 
motion  as  extraordinary  in  its  nature;  but  now 
the  same  gentlemen  wish  to  take  a  course  still 
more  extraordinary,  by  directing  a  committee  to 
make  an  address  to  (he  people,  in  justification  of 
these  laws;  of  which,  be  supposed,  they  would 
wish  to  have  10,000  or  30,000  copies  distrilHited 
among  the  people.  Though  (his  practice  has  been 
adopted  by  o(her  L^iala(ures,  he  hoped  it  would 
not  be  adopted  by  this. 

As  to  the  laws  themselves,  he  did  not  think  (hat 
there  is  no  probability  of  their  being  replied. 
He  believed  (hat  there  is  a  probability  that  the 
aedition  law  will  be  repealed  at  (his  session,  at 
least  so  far  as  relates  to  this  House ;  as  he  knew  it 
was  passed  by  a  majority  of  only  three  votes;  and 
if  (here  had  been  no  change  of  opinion  since  that 
(ime,  in  members  who  then  voted  for  it,  as  a  mea-  • 
sure  of  defence;  as  several  members  are  now  in  ' 
the  House  who  were  not  then  here,  and  as  he  could 
not  help  believing  that  at  least  all  who  had  not 
already  voted  for  this  law,  would  now  vote  against 
it.  He  did  notwisb,  therefore,  to  sanction  any  mo- 
tion which  would  have  the  appearance  of  pre- 
judfiiig  (be  question.  Besides,  If  any  arrangement 
of  the  arguments  contained  in  these  petitions  were 
to  be  roaae,  it  ought  lo  be  done  by  a  person  friendly 
to  them.  Mr.  G.  acknowledged  that  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Has raa^  possessed 
very  superior  ulents,  and  thai  be  could  ttmngo 
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any  cnidemassar matter  mach  better  than  hecould 
do  it;  but  I  will  submit  it  to  the  candor  ofihit 
geotleman,  said  Mr.  G.,  wheLher  it  would  Dot  be 
more  fit  for  me,  nho  am  ftieodly  to  a  repeal  uf 
these  laws,  to  state  the  arguments  in  favor  of  a  re- 
peal, than  that  be  should  do  it;  and  whether,  qdi- 
withstanding  my  inferiority  of  talents.  I  should 
not  be  likely  to  state  them  in  a  stronger  manner 
than  he  would  state  them? 

Mr.  Q.  thought,  though  threats  ought  to  be 
despised,  the  public  opinion  ought  to  be  attended 
to;  and,  if  so,  ne  hoped  the  laws  in  question  would 
be  repealed,  aud  that  a  course  of  action  would  not 
be  adopted  which,  by  producing  considerable  de- 
Ut,  may  prevent  the  subject  being  acted  upon  at 
■11,  An  instance  had  occurred  during  the  present 
•esiioa  in  which  the  public  opinion  had  been 
lespected.  He  alluded  to  the  repeal  of  that  part 
of  the  law,  passed  at  the  last  session,  for  valuing 
the  houses  and  lauds,  and  enumerating  the  slaves 
iit  the  United  States,  which  relates  to  the  mea- 
suring of  windows,  Ac.,  which,  from  its  having 
created  discontent  among  the  people,  from  an  ap' 
iwehension  that  it  was  the  forernuner  of  a  window 
tax,  bad  been  at  this  session  repealed,  without 
attributing  the  dissatisfacliou,  which  nad  been 
shown  on  account  of  it,  to  a  seditious  spirit,  eape- 
ciallv  as  it  was  found  no  way  essential  to  the  law. 
He  thought  it  would  be  well  to  suffer  the  libecon- 
sideralioos  to  have  weight  on  this  occasion.  The 
petitions  which  hare  been  received  ought  to  be 
uken  as  a  proof  of  discontent  with  tbe  laws  in 
question,  and  though  the  arguments  made  use  of 
in  support  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  may  be 
bad,  we  ou^bt  to  pay  respect  to  them  as  symptoms 
of  real  objections  against  these  laws,  and  if  the 
laws  are  not  found  to  be  essential,  they  ought  lo 
be  repealed. 

Mr.  O.  said  he  could  foretell,  without  mocb 
chance  of  being  mistalcen,  what  kind  of  report 
might  be  expected.  It  would  be  doubtless  stated 
that  the  arsuments  of  the  petitioners  are  weak 
and  contradictory,  and  this  representation  would 
be  accompanied  with  reasons  for  coutinniog  the 
laws.  He  supposed  this  report  would  be  accom- 
panied with  a  n^^live  resolution  that  it  is  not 
ptopet,  at  this  time,  to  repeal  the  laws  in  ques- 
tion, npon  which  the  same  opportunity  for  debate 
is  not  afforded  as  upon  an  amrmaiire  proposition. 
Or,  perhaps,  instead  of  a  repeal,  the  committee 
may  propose  some  trifling  amendments  to  the 
laws,  an<C  by  that  means,  exclude  from  debate  the 
question  of  repeal. 

'  Upon  the  whole,  as  no  good  could  arise  from 
parsuing  this  course,  as  it  will  be  acknowledging 
the  propriety  of  publishing  addresses  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  not  being  wilting  to  trust  a  select  com- 
mittee to  analyze  the  petitions,  he  should  vote 
against  this  motion. 

Mr.  Harpbr  observed  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  spoken  of  threats,  as  if  be  (Mr. 
U,)  had  represeutea  the  memorials  upon  the  table 
as  containrnf  threata.  He  bad  no  refeience  to 
them.  He  did  not  hear  any  of  them ;  if  be  had. 
he  eartaiikly  should  have  opposed  the  reference  <m 
»a]rauch. 


Mr.  LtvTNoaron  said  that  he  could  not  irnagiae 
which  of  his  observations  the  jrentlemau  from 
South  Carolina  alluded  lo,  when,  in  the  former 
part  of  his  speech,  he  quoted  him  as  having 
threatened  the  House.  But,  as  he  was  unwilling 
to  spoil  a  florid  language,  he  had  not  interruptea 
the  gentleman  to  make  the  inquiry.  He  had  it 
length  discovered,  and  with  some  surprise,  that 
the  threat  was  contained  in  bis  recommendation 
of  prudence.  This  was  the  first  time,  Mr.  L.  said, 
that  the  recommendation  of  a  virtue  had  been 
construed  into  a  breach  of  its  precepts.  Tlie  gen- 
tleman's public  conduct,  he  would,  however,  as- 
sure him,  would  always  have  prevented  bis  un- 
dertaking the  hopeless  task  of  enforcing  the  prac- 
tice of  this  virtue  upon  him ;  but  he  really  thought 
that  be  might,  without  a  crime,  recommend  its 
observance  to  the  Legislaiure  of  the  Union,  and 
that  it  could  not  be  construed  into  a  threat  of  ar- 
raying the  citizens  of  the  Northern  Liberties 
against  them.  It  was  certainly  a  bitter  satire  on 
the  proceedings  of  the  House,  to  say  that  prudence 
was  so  utterly  discarded,  that  the  name  ought  not 
ever  to  be  mentioned  within  its  walls.  For  his 
own  part  he  did  not  believe  this  to  be  precisely  the 
case,  but  must  be  allowed  to  say  that  prudence 
and  deliberation  wereas  necessary  to  public  bodies 
as  to  individuals;  and  that,  as  he  himself  had  fre- 
quently been  reproved  (perhaps  justly)  on  that 
floor,  for  a  disreArd  of  this  virtue,  be  tdousht  be 
might,withoutoffeDce,reeommendiiiDtheHouse. 

Mr.  8bepari>  thought  gentlemen  seemed  to  be 
afraid,  that  when  these  petitions  came  to  be  look- 
ed into,  they  would  be  found  to  contain  no  solid 
reasons  for  a  repeal,  and  that  they  are  ill-timed. 
He  originally  voted  for  these  laws,  and  he  had 
seen  no  reason  to  repent  for  having  done  so.  He 
considered  them  as  essential  to  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people  as  any  law  upon  our  code ; 
and,  as  the  mode  proposed  will  be  likely  to  bring 
the  business  to  a  conclusion  much  sooner  than 
any  other,  he  trusted  it  inould  be  adopted.  Mr. 
S.  considered  the  word  "prudence,"  as  used  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  to  imply  a  threat. 
He  wished  gentlemen  could  be  more  united. 

Mr.  T.  CLAiBORitB  was  opposed  to  this  motion. 
It  appears  as  if  gentlemen  meant  to  denounce  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  country  as  seditious,  and  to  de- 
clare that  their  petitions  are  unworthy  of  atten- 

Mr.  BATAai>  thanked  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  LiviNasTOH,)for  the  prudence  he  had 
recommended  to  the  House;buthe  should  have 
thanked  him  more,  bad  he  explicitly  declared 
what  he  meant  by  prudence.  Prudence,  generally 
speaking,  was  to  be  deemed  a  virtue ;  but  he  was 
not  certain  that  what  that  gentleman  pleased  to 
call  prudence,  would  be  considered  by  others  en- 
titled to  that  appellation.  The  enthusiasm  which 
the  gentleman  afiects  for  the  liberties  of  the  people 
migut  lead  hira  to  say  that  it  would  he  prudent 
to  oppose  by  force,  instead  of  by  petitions,  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  laws  in  question.  Nor  was  this 
simply  matter  of  conjecture  that  such  a  thing 
might  be  recommended  by  the  gentleman.  It  was 
dosbtlesa  freab  in  the  memory  of  the  House,  that 
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at  th«  lut  wssioD,  when  one  of  these  bills  was  un- 
der coDsiderBtioQ,  the  gentleman,  in  bis  place,  bad 
Snbliclj  called  upon  ibe  people,  and  upon  the 
late  OoTerDments,  to  oppose  tnelaw,  ana  prayed 
10  his  God  that  it  would  be  oppoKd.  He  had  af- 
firmed il  to  be  an  uocODititQtioaal  law,  and  there- 
fore void,  coDsequeDtly  not  binding  on  the  peo- 
ple, and,  therefore,thaI  they  bad  a  right  to  op- 
pose it  by  force.  By  this  recommendation,  any 
segment  of  the  people,  no  matter  how  small,  how 
nniDformed,  witboat  official  character — nay,  say 
bdiridnal,  or  description  of  persons,  who  thought 
proper  to  call  ihemselvea  the  people,  were  to  op- 
pose their  jndgmeni  to  the  solemn,  deliberate  opin- 
ion of  the  RepresentBtiTC  Legislature  of  the  Uaioo, 
ctollied  with  the  sanctity  of  all  (be  forms  of  law. 
This  was  a  specimen  of  the  pmdence  of  (he  gen- 
tleman from  new  York. 

Mr.  LiTiHGaToit  interrapted  Mr.  Batabd,  say- 
ing be  must  pray  the  decision  of  (be  Cbair  upon 
one  point.  Is  it  in  order,  in  debating  a  question 
now  before  the  House,  to  allude  to  arguments 
which  took  place  at  a  former  sessiou  ;  if  i(  be,  how 
are  thosearguments  to  be  correctly  quoted  7  and 
to  whom,  when  members  differ,  are  (hey  to  ap- 
peal J  He  had  been  made  to  say,  by  the  gentleman 
m»n  Delaware,  that  any  incoDiiderable  section 
of  the  people  might  oppose  the  laws  by  force;  an 
idea  he  abhorred  anJ  had  never  expressed.  If  gen- 
tlemen are  to  be  indulged  in  theite  mis.'^tatements. 
he  must  be  permitted,  in  future,  to  go  into  a  lull 
defence  of  wnat  he  had  said  at  the  period  allnded 
(D.  The  freqneni  allusions  lo  his  sentiment;  on 
that  occasion  made  it  a  duty  which  be  should 
faithfully  perform,  when  a  proper  opportunity  of- 
fered, to  defend  the  doctrines  ne  had  then  stated, 
to  show  that  they  were  such  as  he  ought  to  glory 
in,  rather  than  palliate  or  excuse;  but,  in  (he 
meancirae,  he  would  request  gentlemen,  when 
they  did  him  the  honor  to  refer  to  that  speech,  to 
quote  his  expressions  truly )  to  gire  them  in  their 
conoeiion  with  other  arguments,  and  not  impute 
to  him  doctrines  which  he  detested,  or  words 
which  he  never  uttered. 

The  Bpeaeer  said  (he  Benliment  delivered  by 
(he  gentleman  from  New  York,  at  the  last  session, 
ind  now  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Delai 
ware,  was,  "  that  the  Slates  ought  to  resist  the 
law,  the  people  ought  to  resist  the  law,  and  be 
hoped  to  God  the  people  would  resist  the  law. 

Mr.  LiviNasTOH  appealed  from  the  decision  ,. 
the  Chair,  because  the  Speaker  had  undertaken  [o 
•lale,  from  memory,  the  precise  words  which  it 
wu  said  he  uttered  twelve  months  ago,  without 
giTinc  the  aigumeus  with  which  they  were  ca~ 
necied,  and  because  the  statement  itself  was  m: 
Urially  incorrect,  as  he  would  proceed,  if  it  w( 
in  Older,  to  show.    [The  Sfeakbr  here  called 
order.] 

The  decision  of  the  House  on  the  point  of  or- 
der was  carried — 57  to  29,  in  favor  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BiTARO  conceived  that  it  would  really  be 

Edeni  for  the  gentleman  to  attempt  a  defence  of 
condac(  on  this  subject.  Ingenious  speeches 
»s  he  could  make,  be  apprehended  he  would  find 
It  a  difficult  task.  The  Cbair  had  staled  the  wordi 


he  had  made  use  of,  aud  so  plain  a  commendation 
of  insurrection  could  never  be  forgiven  by  any 
honest  man  in  the  country.  He  might  possibly 
derive  credit  for  his  conduct  in  the  eyes  of  some 
people ;  but  an  esteem  earned  by  such  conduct,  in 
his  opinion,  was  in  no  deeree  enviable. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  alluded  to  the  memarabt« 
declaration  of  the  gendeniau  at  the  last  sessioa, 
as  connected  with,  and  in  some  degree  explaining, 
what  at  present  was  to  be  understood  by  the  gen- 
tleman's prudence.  He  believed,  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Harper,)  that 
it  was  intended  as  a  threat.  It  was  as  much  aa  to 
say,  if  you  do  not  voluatarilv  repeal  these  Ibwl 
ihepeople,accoiding  to  the  aavice  given  them,  will 
rise  ana  compel  you  to  repeal  (hem.  Understand- 
ing, as  be  did,  what  was  meaii(  by  ihe  genileman's 
prudence,  the  last  quality  he  should  w  ambitious 
to  possess  would  be  such  a  prudence. 

Mr.  B.  did  not  believe,  with  (he  eentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Gallatin,)  that  the 
laws  in  question  would  be  repealed  ;  and  yet  he 
believed  that  (he  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
(he  House  would  accomplish  their  object.  Il  waa 
not  bis  opinion  thai  there  was  any  sincerity  ia 
the  anxiety  expressed  bv  some  genilemen  for  the 
repeal  of  those  laws.  The  means  were  apparent- 
ly directed  (□  one  object,  but  in  truth  desigaeil  for 
another.  The  noise  and  clamor  excited  by  a  party 
against  the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  he  was  satia- 
fied,  were  intended  solely  to  diTer(  the  public  mind 
from  another  subject.  The  acts  and  sentimenta 
of  this  party  had  long  associated  them  with'  a 
French  interest.  There  was  a  moment  wheu 
they  had  a  pride  in  afowing  the  fact,  and  enjoyed 
(he  benefit  of  it,  when  the  torrent  of  revoluiiooary 
opinion  threatened  lo  prostrate  every  mound  of 
Government  and  social  order.  In  this  moment  of 
delirium^  they  willingly  enough  connected  them- 
selves with  the  French  interesL  The  few  veara 
which  had  since  elapsed  had  completely  developed 
(he  French  character,  and  opened  the  eyes  of  th« 
nation.  We  have  seen  that  country  deluged  in 
innocent  blood.  We  had  beheld  religion  banished, 
and  a  system  of  crimes  substituted  in  its  place; 
principles  the  most  sound,  ridiculed  and  violated ; 
age,  sex,  innocence,  without  respect  or  protectioa; 
and,  added  to  this,  a  long  train  of  acts  had  proved 
(heir  Government  to  be  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  the 
roost  inordinate  and  unprincipled  ambition.  A 
spirit  which  manifestly  aimed  at  universal  em- 
pire. A  spirit  equally  and  ever  dispost^  to  ac- 
complish its  objects  by  the  most  daring  outrage  of 
power,  or  b^  the  meanest  artifices  of  intrigue. 

These  things  had  awakened  the  country,  and 
bad  pointed  out  the  precipice  they  had  approached. 
The  igni»fatwta  which  lately  glittered  befota 
their  eyes,  has  now  lost  all  iis  allractiona.  Tbia 
is  well  known  to  the  patty  who  formerly  profited 
so  much  by  French  icBuenee  in  our  country. 
They  have  felt  ihe  shock,  and  have  been  sinking 
under  the  decay  of  the  French  spirit  among  lu. 
It  became  necessary  to  throw  out  another  tub  (o 
the  whale. 

It  was  necessary  to  sever  their  connexion  in 
public  opinion  with  the  French  interest,  and  lo 
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establish  a  new  foundation  of  popularity.  Tlie  I 
attack  upoD  the  sediuon  and  alien  laws  is  the! 
oornmen cement  of  the  new  plan  of  operBtions.  ' 
To  create  a  clamor  aeainst  a  public  measure,  it  is  i 
oecessary  onlyjhat  the  signal  should  be  given  by 
the  leaders  of  a'party.  WheD  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  early  in  ihe  session,  gave  notice  of  his 
Hlesign  to  move  for  the  repeal  of  these  laws,  he 
must  have  known  that  he  was  scattering  fire- 
branda  through  the  United  States.  The  thing 
was  designed  to  put  in  activity  every  restless  and 
discoDtented  spirit  in, the  country — to  overwhelm 
as  with  petitions  and  rem  on;  trances. 

The  Speaker  !>aid,  it  was  not  in  order  to  speak 
of  the  motives  of  a  member's  conduct. 

Mr.  Bayahd  said  he  could  discover  no  other 
effect  attending  a  motion  to  repeal  these  laws, 
'  :  ra^e  and  virulence  of 
■gainst  these  laws  were 
.  _3t,  nor  had  there  been,  a 
I  in  the  United  States  who  felt  the  opetalLOU 
of  Ihe  alien  law.  He  had  not  understood  that  it 
had  been  executed  against  s  single  individual. 
It  proved  the  power  given  by  the  bill  had  been 
safely  delegated.  If  there  have  been  any  suffer- 
ing from  tlie  bill,  they  have  been  only  the  affairs 
of  imagioatioD. 

He  could  have  wished  to  have  seen  the  law 
carried  into  effect.  He  bad  reason  to  believe 
there  were  many  intriguers  among  us,  employed 
not  ODly  to  debauch  the  mindf  of  the  people,  but 
acting  as  spies  upon  the  country.  In  his  opinion, 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government,  required  by 
Ihe  inieresia  oithe  community,  to  send  such  aliens 
out  of  the  United  Slates. 

Ht.  B.  said,  that  another  reason  which  induced 
him  to  think  that  gentlemen  could  not  be  very 
anxious  for  the  repeal  of  these  laws,  was  the  cir* 
cumstance  thai  they  would  expire  by  their  own 
limitation,  in  a  very  short  time.  No  case  had  oc- 
cnrred  under  the  alien  law ;  but  one  solitary  case 
of  exemplary  justice  under  the  sedition  law  ;  and 
when  these  acts  were  not  to  continue  longer  than 
they  had  already  existed,  what  great  national 
mischief  could  be  coDlemplaied.  He  thought  he 
was  warranted  in  saying,  that  the  laws  in  ques- 
tion would  have  been  allowed  quietly  to  expire, 
if  a  party  had  not  snpposed  that  they  had  a  great 
interest  in  exciting  the  clamor  and  discontent 
which  had  been  raised. 

The  question,  Mr.  B.  said,  was,  whether  the  re- 
ference should  be  to  a  select  committee,  or  to  a 
Committfc  of  the  Whole  7 

Now,  the  petitions  on  the  table  could  derive 
weight  only  from  two  causes:  1st,  the  numbers 
who  signed ;  and,  Sdiy,  the  reasons  by  which  they 
were  supported.  It  was  more  suitable  to  refer  to 
■  select  committee,  in  relation  to  either  of  these 
grounds;  because  they  alone  were  capable  ofas' 
certaining  either  the  numbers  of  the  signers,  or 
the  weight  of  the  reasons  offered  in  the  petitions. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  com- 
plained, that,  if  the  reference  were  to  a  select 
committee,  the  report  would  be  partial.  Mr.  B. 
•aid  his  suspicions  on  this  subject  belonged  only 
to  his  own  breast,  and  he  hoped,  for  the  honor  of 


the  House,  had  not  entered  the  bosom  of  any  other 
gentleman.  He  did  not  question  the  sagacity  ot 
the  gentleman,  but  it  was  too  much  for  any  mao 
lo  foresee  that  the  Speaker  would  be  partial  in 
the  appointment  of  a  connittee,  and  the  com- 
mittee partial  in  their  report.  The  genileman 
himself  had  frequently  been  appointed  on  com- 
mittees—sometimes chairman  of  the  committee — 
and  might  possibly  be  appointed  on  the  present; 
and  he  could  not  suppose  that  the  gentleman's 
habit  of  suspecting  would  carry  him  so  far  as  to 
suspect  himself. 

But  suppose,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  report  should  be 
favorable  to  the  continuance  of  the  laws,  and  its 
arguments  should  be  answers  to  the  all^ations  of 
the  petitions.'  Will  any  one  say  the  Government 
has  not  a  right  to  defend  itself  against  unfounded 
charges  alleged  against  it  1  The  petitions  on  the 
table  he  considered  as  the  act  of  a  party,  the  mi- 
nority of  the  nation — many  of  them  were  abusive, 
and  most  of  them  in&ammatory.  And  could  there 
be  any  impropriety  in  a  majonty  of  Congress  ap- 
pealing to  the  better  sense  of  the  people,  and  dis- 
closing the  true  and  necessary  ground  on  which 
the  law  stoodi  This  was  not  avoiding  a  sub- 
mission to  the  tribunal  of  public  opinion;  but  it 
was  simply  bringing  the  subject  fairly  before  the 
people,  ana  furnishine  ihem  with  equal  means  of 
deciding  the  merits  of  the  points  in  dispute. 

He  conceived  it  was  the  opposition  who  were 
afraid  of  public  opinion,  Tae  busy  industry  of 
the  party  had  at  present  given  them  every  advan- 
tage which  could  be  derived  from  argument,  aili- 
Gce,  or  calumny.  Every  means  had  been  eta- 
ployed  to  inflame  popular  discontent.  We  had 
seen  a  Legislature  capable  of  the  humble  imposi- 
tion of  passing  a  law  to  secure  the  liberty  of 
speech,  though  the  meanest  understanding  in  the 
country  could  not  examine  the  sedition  law,  and 
suppose  it  extended  to  words,  much  less  to  de- 
bates, in  a  legislative  body.  The  Govemment 
would  be  treacherous  to  itself,  if,  in  order  to  re- 
sist these  efforts,  it  did  not  enable  the  well  disposed 
part  of  the  community  to  judge  of  the  grounds  of 


Mr.  B.  said,  another  reason  operated  in  inducing 
him  to  vote  for  the  petitions  going  to  a  select 
iommittce.  It  was  in  order  that  some  inquiry 
might  be  made  as  to  the  manner  in  which  tbey 
were  obtained.  He  believed  that  very  improper 
means  had  been  employed  in  obtaining  signers. 
He  had  reason  to  believe  that  many  people  had 
been  imposed  on  in  procuring  their  signatures; 
that  the  petitions  were  represented  to  them  as  be- 
ing of  a  different  nature  from  their  actual  import. 
If  such  frauds  had  been  practised,  they  ought  to 
be  known,  for  petitions  obtained  in  such  a  manner 
could  not  be  entitled  to  any  weight.  From  what 
had  been  recently  experienced  in  this  city,  it  was 
certain  that  the  promoters  of  the  petitions  were 
capable  of  any  arts  or  violence  which  tended  to 
accomplish  their  obiect.  We  had  seen  the  sanc- 
tity of  a  church  violated— the  holy  services  of  re- 
ligion interrupted — the  devotion  of  awholecon- 
gregation  disturbed,  by  a  daring  and  iusolent 
attempt  to  procure  signers,  and  an  outrageout 
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support  of  ibe  ailempc.  Saeh  oooduei  caald  be 
no  inducemenc  with  him  to  repeal  a  crimiaal 
I»w{  it  showed  the  oecessiiy  or  cxtendioK  aod 
iafiforuiiig  ihe  crimiaal  code.  Facts  oT  this 
luDd  ought  to  be  ascertained ;  a  select  coramittee 
WIS  aloDG  competent  to  the  iitquiry,  and  heahould, 
of  consequence,  vote  for  such  a  committee. 

Hr.  McDowell  said,  the  geaileman  from  Del- 
twue  has  &ccouDted  in  his  way  for  the  sentiments 
and  uiioDS  of  others,  and  has  said  that  an  attempt 
to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  lawt  in  question  was 
made  with  a  view  of  spreading  firebrands  among 
the  people  of  the  United  Stales,  and  because  the 
^Dtleman  is  a  FederalisL  and  he  says  Federal- 
ists always  speak  the  truth,  he  supposes  that  his 
userlioD  will  be  belieTed.  Mr.  McD.  was  of 
ajHoion  the  people  would  not  concur  with  him  in 
ibis  statement. 

Tbe  gentlemen  from  MasMchuietts  aod  South 
Ciiolioa  say  that  ii  it  necessary  to  refer  these  pe- 
titions lo  a  select  committee,  in  order  to  draw  from 
ibe  heterogeneous  mass  of  matter  contaiaed  in 
them  a  statement  of  the  arguments  which  they 
coDtain,  and  to  bring  forward  ao  answer  to  them; 
iQ  coDviDce  the  petitioners  of  their  errors,  and 
thai  these  laws  are  good  and  proper.  The  gen- 
Ileman  from  Delaware  was  also  of  the  same  opin- 
ioD,  as  if  argnments  could  not  be  adduced  by 
members  friendly  to  these  laws  on  the  floor  of  the 
House,  without  aendiog  to  a  select  committee  for 
them.  The  gentlemao  from  South  Carolina  had 
candidly  slated,  that,  if  this  motion  should  be 
agreed  to,  and  a  motion  should  afterwards  be 
bronght  forward  for  a  repeal,  it  would  probably 
bereletredto  the  same  committee,  so  that  this 
CDiine  might  effectually  prevent  a  discussion  of 
this  subject. 

Mr.  Vf.  Claibobub  said,  he  had  not  yet  learned 
the  art  of  remaining  silent,  when  he  heard  the 
most  illiberal  reflections  thrown  upon  gentlemen 
ID  this  House,  with  whom  he  generally  agreed  in 
opiDiaD,and.  consequently,  upon  himself,  as  mak* 
iog  oue  of  the  number.  These  be  had  this  day 
hnid  from  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  in  a 
speech,  which  for  iiliberality  was  nerer  exceeded 
erea  by  that  gentleman  himself.  It  wai  one  con- 
tinued tisane  of  ii^vectiTe  ajminst  gentlemen  on 
this  floor,  and  others  who  differ  in  opinion  from 
him.  To  what  superiority  is  that  gentleman's 
opinion  entitled  o*er  that  of  his  fellow-citizens  1 
Iiit  from  his  superior  standing  in  the  American 
worlds  Or  ii  it  from  his  superior  patriotism,  ac- 
knowledged by  the  people  t 

Among  those  gentlemen  whom  be  has  thought 
proper  to  abuse  are  men  better  known  for  their 
patriotisis,  better  known  for  their  virtuei  and  pub- 
lic usefnlness,  than  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
ot  >iiT  of  those  with  whom  he  acts. 

Are  we  to  be  told,  exclaimed  Mr.  C,  that  gen- 
tlemen who  express  their  diaapptobation  of  the 
Uien  and  sedition  laws,  that  the  petitioners  for 
fieir  repeal,  do  not  wish  to  obuin  that  repeal,  but 
merely  to  spread  flrcbrandu  through  the  Union,  in 
wder  to  excite  disquiet  and  discontent  among  the 
[wople  of  the  United  Statei  %  And  that  they  do 
this  from  an  atikchinent  to  the  French  nation  T 


Such  charges,  such  iiliberality,  such  untruths, 
were  reserved  for  the  gentleman  from  Delaware. 

I  was  one,  said  Mr.  C.,  who  voted  against  the 
passaee  of  these  laws,  aod  I  shall  vote  for  their 
repeaL  1  did  it,  and  will  do  it,  because  I  consider 
these  laws  bad  laws,  and  that,  instead  of  promot- 
ing the  happiness  of  the  couutry,  they  will  only 
promote  discord  and  discontent;  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Delaware  will  not  have  the  bol^ess  to 
call  in  question  the  sincerity  of  mv  declaration. 
What  is  thia  tub,  which  that  gentleman  aaya  is 
thrown  out  to  the  peaple  of  the  United  Staiea  to 
day  with  ?  That  tub  the  freemen  of  the  United 
Slates  have  themselves  brought  into  discussion, 
'     the  memorials  now  upon  the  tablei  and,  if  thia 

luse  acta  with  the  prudeoce  which  the  gentle- 

in  from  New  York  so  properly  recommetvded 
to  them,  these  memorials  will  receive  (he  most 
us  consideration.  For,  let  the  gentlemalt 
from  South  Carolina  make  as  light  of  ii  as  h« 
will,  it  is  a  serious  aubiect.  He  has  said,  "  W« 
know  these  memorials  are  confined  to  paity 
ifforts;  we  know  that  the  dissatisfaction  which 
ippears  with  respect  lo  these  laws  has  been  ex- 
cited by  certain  Slates."  But,  sai^  Mr.  C,  does 
the  gentleman  call  these  States  a  party  ?  Will 
he  call  the  expression  of  a  Legislature — a  Legis- 
lature chosen  from  among  the  freemen  of  a  State, 
as  men  most  eminent  for  their  virtue,  their  talents, 
and  their  love  of  liberty — will  he  sav  that  the  de- 
liberate opinion  of  such  a  body  is  the  expression 
of  a  parly  7  Or  that  they  are  moved  by  party 
efforts  ^  Or  that  they  can  be  in  the  interest  of  a 
foreign  nation,  as  has  been  insinuated?  If  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware  does  think  this,  there 
IS  not  a  man  in  the  United  States,  whose  mind  is 
devoid  of  prejudice,  and  open  to  the  conriction  of 
truth,  who  will  not  disagree  with  him  in  opinion. 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  shoufd  have  been  silent,  had 
not  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
called  him  upon  the  floor ;  being  up,  he  would  de- 
clare his  disapprobation  of  the  motion,  for  thia 
reason:  because,  if  it  succeeds,  the  petitions  frill 
be  thrown  out  of  view,  and  the  committee  may 
keep  back  their  report  until  nearly  the  close  of  the 
session,  which  would  be  much  crowded  by  buai- 
neaa  that  must  and  will  be  attended  to;  and,  of 
course,  any  discussion  upon  the  subject,  which  he 
thought  ought  to  be  had,  will  be  prevented.  It 
was  nnfair,  Mr.  C.  said,  to  insinuate  that  these 
petitions  had  been  obtained  unfairly. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  lells  ths  Honse 
that  even  the  Sabbath  has  been  violated  in  the 
procuring  of  signatures  to  these  petitions.  When 
the  gentleman  made  this  charee,  he  ought  not  to 
hare  made  it  general.  If  be  had  said,  in  a  soli- 
tary instance,  something  of  this  kind  had  taken 
place,  there  might  have  been  some  truth  in  the 

Mr.  BavABO  said  he  spoke  only  of  one. 

Mr.  Claiborne  said,  and  that  oue  ia  not  ineln- 
ded  in  the  present  motion,  as  it  i*  not  referred,  but 
lies  on  the  table ;  and  he  believed  no  charre  of 
irregularity  could  be  brought  against  any  of  the 
others,  aou  he  trusted  they  would  be  treated  with 
respect ;  and  though  genUemen  may  think  it  ne- 
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eessary  and  proper  that  the  laws  in  qneslion  ought 
to  be  continued — and  he  did  not  question  the  mo- 
tives of  gantlemen.  he  believed  some  of  them  to 
be  actuated  by  the  best  of  motives — they  ou^ht  to 
be  willing  to  allow  the  subject  to  have  a  fair  dis- 
cusiiou. 

Mr.  EaQLEsTOH  hoped  opportuciljr  would  be 
jtiveii  for  a  fair  discussion  of  Ibis  oueslion.  He 
had  heard  it  said  that  f&von  might  M  bo  roughly 
conferred  as  to  takeaway  all  sense  of  obligation, 
and  that  others  might  be  refused  so  pleasantly  as 
to  prevent  any  disagreeable  sensalioD  at  the  dis- 
appoiniment. 

When  the  petitions  were  presented,  though  the 
reference  of  some  of  them  had  been  opposed,  they 
had  generally  been  treated  with  decency  and  re- 
spect. He  hoped  the  House  would  eoolinue  to 
aei  in  this  way.  With  respect  to  threats,  he  had 
heard  none  in  any  of  the  petitions ;  but  if  some 
one  had  contained  anything  of  this  kind,  it  ought 
not  to  affect  those  which  were  uneieeptiouabie  in 
their  language.  He  hoped  the  House  would  so 
into  the  subject  fully  ;  and,  if  there  should  be 
found  a  majority  against  the  repeal,  the  gentle- 
man from  Ma^chusetis  may  then  brins  forward 
his  reasons  for  eontioning  the  laws,  and  the  public 
will  JQdse  who  are  right. 

Mr.  Thatches  did  not  know  why  this  question 
should  have  called  forth  so  much  warmth.  He 
did  Dot  think  either  of  these  laws  of  such  a  na- 
ture as  to  call  up  all  the  irascible  passions  of  the 
human  heart.  He  was  himself  in  favor  of  this  re- 
ference, and  for  this  reason :  because  he  thought 
it  would  give  the  whole  business  the  go-by,  and 
the  House  would  hear  no  more  of  it  He  had  nc 
reason  to  expect  conviction  on  a  subject  of  tbi) 
kind.  If  it  was  discussed,  until  every  gentleman 
is  tired  of  speaking,  he  dia  not  suppose  a  single 
mind  would  be  changed.  Notwirhstanding  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  had  wished  gentle- 
men to  keep  their  minds  open  to  conviction,  yet 
he  believed  that  gentleman  is  bo  well  convinced 
of  the  necessity  of  a  repeal,  that  nothing  short  of 
K  miracle  would  convince  him  to  the  contrary  -, 
and  he  believed  the  mind  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  is  so  firmly  fixed  as  to  be  evei 
yond  the  power  of  a  miracle.  That  gentleman 
•aid.  he  could  predict  what  would  be  the  report 
of  tne  committee;  and  I,  said  Mr.  T.  could  pre- 
dict with,  at  leastl  as  much  certainty,  who  will 
TOte  for  the  repeat,  and  who  will  vote  against  it. 
Then  ^hy  should  this  discussion  take  phue,  when 
every  gentleman  has  made  up  his  mind  upon  the 
■uhject,  and  determined  he  will  not  alter  it  7  It 
is  clear  gentlemen  do  not  wish  this  discussion  foi 
themselves,  and  be  wished  them  to  believe  thai 
others  do  not  want  it.  But  it  is  said,a  respect  for 
the  public  opinion  requires  thai  this  subject  should 
be  discussed;  on  the  contrary,  he  bdieved  the 

Cblic  opinion  is  in  favor  of,  and  generally  satis- 
1  with  the  law^  and  against  any  unnecessary 
discussion.  Gentlemen  commit  a  great  mistake, 
when  they  say  (hat  these  petitions  are  from  "  the 
people"  of  the  United  States.  They  are  not  in 
the  proportion  of  one  to  one  thousand;  they  are 
like  a  drop  compared  with  the  ocean.    This  is 


up  and  calls  himself  "the  peoiile;"  hut  if  three 
or  four  persons  meet  together,  in  any  comet  of 
the  country,  they  are  sure  they  are  ''  ihe  people," 
id  proceed  to  act  as  if  they  were  really  so, 
hisj  said  Mr.  T.,  is  the  language  of  democracy. 
But  It  has  been  said  that  some  ot  the  Legislaiores 
of  the  States  have  declared  their  disapprobation 
of  the  laws ;  but,  said  Mr.  T.,  if  the  State  Legis- 
latures are  consulted  generally,  they  will  be 
found  in  favor  of  these  laws,  though  two  or  three 
States  have  expressed  their  opinions  aoainst  ihem. 
Therefore,  as  it  cotild  not  be  said  to  be  the  wish 
of  the  people  that  this  subject  should  be  again  dii- 
cussed^  be  hoped  no  more  time   would  be  spent 

Mr.  Qali^tik  observed^  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had,  with  great  candor,  |riven 
the  House  the  true  ground  of  tnis  motion,  which 
he  says,  is  to  give  the  subject  the  go-by.  And 
that  j[entleman  says  he  shall  vote  for  it,  beeauM 
he  thinks  the  discussion  would  be  useless,  and 
those  who  think  with  him  will,  of  course,  vote 
with  him.  But  be  adduced  his  argument  tosboir 
that  these  petitions  are  the  work  of  demagogues. 
He  says,  that  whenever  a  man  jumps  up  to  deliv- 
er his  sentiments,  be  calls  himself  "  the  people." 
Therefore  such  a  person  was  a  Jacobin,  oecsuse 
he  declares  all  the  people  of  his  opinion.  Bnt 
the  gentleman  has  himself,  in  the  present  inslnnce, 
declared  that  "  the  people"  agree  with  him  in 
opinion;  and  has  taken  upon  himself  to  declare 
what  is  the  opinion  of  the  different  Legislatures 
of  the  Union,  who  have  themselves  expressed  no 
opinion  npon  the  subject.  Who  was  the  demi- 
goEUe  and  Jacobin  he  le^  the  House  to  judge. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  had,  with  great 
candor,  given  another  reason  for  this  motion,  lo 
notice  which  had  indnced  htm  to  rise  again  on 
this  subject.  He  has  told  the  House  that  there  is 
in  this  country  a  party,  which  heretofore  derived 
its  influence  from  its  connexion  with  the  French 
Republic;  but  finding  that  cause  unpopular.  It  bas 
abandoned  that  ground,  and  is  now  attempting  to 
raise  itself  in  the  public  opinion,  by  taking  part 
against  the  alien  and  sedition  laws. 

The  otject  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
said  Mr.  Q.,  has  uniformly  been  to  attempt  lo  show, 
by  poKtieal  imposture,  but  which  has  neretofore 
had  too  much  weight,  that  the  opposition  which 
had  been  given  to  certain  measures  in  this  House, 
some  of  which  were  intimately  connected  with 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  conld  not  be  called 
measures  of  defence,  arose  tram  an  improper  at- 
tachment to  the  French  Oovernment.  He  be- 
lieved the  gentleman  is  right,  therefore,  In  believ- 
ing, as  a  statesman,  and  connected  with  a  certain 
parly,  that  the  moment  that  this  poliiical  impos- 
ture can  be  got  rid  of,  (he  people  will  unite  witb 
us  in  our  measures,  and  in  the  condemnation  ol 
those  generally  advocated  by  that  gentleman.  Mr. 
G.  befiered,  that  when  the  present  fervor  is  pe^ti 
and  he  thought  he  saw  it  departing,  all  those  nef 
sures  which  are  calculated  to  eradicate  from  our 
minds  the  principles  of  our  Revolution,  and  lo  con- 
centia(e  power  in  the  Ezecottve,  wilt  jvove  ob- 
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jMrled,  had  it  not  been  for  the  alarm  which  had 
Hea  created  throughout  the  countrf  with  respect 
to  ibe  designs  of  France,  and  a  parly  in  this  coud- 
liy  said  to  be  in  their  faror.  It  was  therefore 
thought  improp«t  to  discuss  this  subject,  because 
jlistotallf  unconnected  with  the  subject  of  alarm, 
and  caauot  be  influenced  br  it.  He  owned  this 
ms  one  of  the  reasons  why  tie  wished  to  meet  this 
discussion. 

Bui,  said  Mr.  G.  the  gentletuan  from  Delaware 
does  not  believe  us  sincere  iu  our  wish  for  the  re- 
peal of  theae  laws ;  because,  in  another  year, 
they  will  expire  of  themselTes.  Can  it  be  no  ob- 
ject lo  obtain  a  repeal  of  one  of  these  laws  for  a 
Tear,  which  it  is  allowed  has  not  prored  a  dead 
leirer'?  Do  not  gentlemen  remember,  that  the 
stmegentlemBD^ona  former  occasion,  when  charg- 
ing us  with  alt  the  cruelties  and  enormities  of  the 
Jicobins  of  Europe,  allowed  that  we  are  at  pres- 
taX  in  favor  of  the  freedom  of  the  press ;  but  thai,, 
if  we  bad  power,  we  should  be,  like  the  Eiecutive 
Directory,  for  suppressing  that  liberty  ;  but  to-day 
he  tells  us.  we  are  not  sincere,  when  we  ask  lo 
have  this  liberty  of  the  press  restored. 

Mr,  G.  said,  genlleroan  could  not  charge  him 
or  his  friends  with  bringing  this  subject  iota  view. 
We  opposed  the  laws  m  question,  said  be,  in  all 
their  stages ;  we  not  only  did  all  in  our  power  to 
pteveut  them  from  passing ;  but  we  endeavored 
to  make  ibem  as  good  as  we  could  before  ihey  did 
pass.  An  amendment  was  proposed,  and  which 
lucceeded,  deSoing  the  powers  of  juries,  by  ihe 
enemies  of  the  bill,  but  opposed  by  ihatgentlemBn 
and  oiber  friends  of  (he  bill.  So  that  the  whole 
of  our  conduct  has  proved  our  sincerity.  Bui  the 
gendeman  says  the  friends  of  the  repeal  are  not 
sincere,  because  the  laws  have  been  inoperative, 
ind  ihat  therefore  no  one  can  have  ground  of  com- 
plaini  against  them.  If  this  were  true,  what  would 
be  said  of  the  arguments  used,  whilst  they  were 
Miler  consideration,  to  prove  tbeir  necessity  7  It 
wi!  then  said.  Government  could  nol  exist  with- 
ontlbent.  But  he  did  not  a^ree  with  the  genlle- 
miD  from  Delaware,  that  these  laws  had  been  a 
dead  letter ;  one  of  them,  indeed,  bad  only  been 
held  as  a  rod  tn  teTrorem;  but  the  other  ([he  sedi- 
tion law)  hasbeencarried  into  effect,  and,  not  only 
inonesolilary  instance,  (though,  perhaps,  only  one 
indemeat  may  have  been  rendered,)  it  has  been 
lerelled  against  the  free  presses  in  several  parts  of 
the  eouatry ;  in  Massachusetts,  New  Tork,  and  he 
Wieved,  in  New  Jersey,  prosecutions  liad  been 
eommenced  against  the  printers  of  newspapers,  on 
account  of  tome  offensive  paragraphs  which  have 
appeared  in  their  papers.  But,  supposing  that  only 
one  wUtary  instance  had  occurred  he  wished  to 
know  whether  that  would  not  be  sufficient  for  gen- 
liemen  to  wish  for  a"  repeal  of  this  law  1  Have  we 
Qo<  Ken  three-fourths  of  the  present  session  pass 
»»ar,  without  Ihe  Representative  of  a  district  of 
"frmont;  so  that  laws  have  been  passed  to  bind  a 
portion  of  the  people^  wbos«  Representative  has 
«*n  absent  from  bs  duty  during  ■■■ '  ■  ■"  -  -  "- 
«Md  whether  there  is  not  luat 


i  of  alarm 


when  the  gentleman  saw  this,  without  saying  any 
thing  about  the  justice  or  injustice  of  the  sentence 
against  the  member  alluded  to  7  whether  gentle- 
men ought  not,  as  members  of  this  Legislature,  to 
have  a  wish  that  ibis  law  was  repealed  7 

But  have  gentlemen  forgotten  (bat  these  lawa 
were  opposed  on  the  ground  of  their  unconstitu- 
tionality? If  they  do  not  give  us  credit  for  our 
sincerity  in  other  respects  tneymusi  believe,  said 
Mr.  O.,  thai  we  were  perfectly  sincere  in  our 
wishes  to  support  that  construction  of  the  Consti- 
tiott,  which  went  to  prove  these  laws  unconili- 
intional. 

Mr.  O.  sunposed  the  gentleman  from  Massacbu- 
seits  would  be  as  obstinate  in  his  opinion,  as  he 
himself  should  be;  but  there  are  gentlemen  in  lh« 
House  who  have  yet  given  no  opinion  upon  the 
subiecL    These  gentlemen  it  may  be  supposed,  are 

itectly  unbiassed,  and  will  nol  shut  their  eaia 
.  argument  on  the  subject.  He  wished  it  there- 
fore lo  be  bad. 

Mr.  O.  did  not  expect  the  alien  law  to  be  re- 

Cled,  though,  as  he  had  before  stated,  he  had 
,ies  the  sedition  taw  would  be  repealed;  aod 
though  he  did  nol  believe  the  alien  law  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  Constitution,  yet  he  wished  fhe  peo- 
§le  to  submit  to  it.  So  far  from  desiring  to  in- 
ame  the  public  opinion  on  account  of  it,  or  any- 
thing else,  he  should  endeavor  to  calm  the  minds 
of  ihe  people  ;  because  he  knew  that  whenever 
anarchy  should  be  produced  in  an]r  part  of  the 
country,  it  would  ruin  the  cause  which  he  wished 
to  support,  and  tend  only  lo  give  additional  power 
to  the  Bzecutive  Department  of  ihe  Government, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  already  possessed  too  much. 
Mr.  Q.  said,  if  genilemen  wished  lo  promote 
union  io  Ihe  country,  they  would  consent  to  a  re- 
peal of  ihese  taws,  as  there  is  nothine  lends  more 
to  divide  them,  and  to  render  the  administration 
of  the  Government  unpopular.  If  gentlemen  will 
join  us  in  our  wish  for  a  repeat  of  these  laws,  we 
will,  said  IMr.  Q.,  have  as  little  discussion  as  uiey 

Mr.  Thatcbeb  said,  it  was  a  matter  of  joy  to 
hear  that  instead  of  there  being  only  one  solitary 
prosecution  under  the  sedition  law,  as  stated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  (here  have  been 
several.  This  is  an  additional  reason  with  him 
for  keeping  the  law  in  force.  He  should  wish  to 
make  it  a  permanent  law.  It  shows  that  the  peo- 
ple do  not  like  sedition,  though  he  did  nol  think 
the  law  had  operated  so  extensively  as  it  iMght  to 
have  done.  He  had  seen  instances  in  which  he 
thought  the  law  ought  to  have  operated,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  be  more  effectually  put  in  force 
hereaAer.  But  he  was  surprised  lo  hear  that  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is  alarmed  because 
a  member  of  this  House  has  been  seditious,  and 
punished;  for  that  genileman  cannot  lie  affect- 
ed by  this  law.  unless  he  become  a  sedilioua  mem- 
ber, and  not  then,  unless  he  becomes  a  aeditioua 
man ;  and,  if  he  does  become  so,  the  law  ought  to 
operate  upon  him,  as  wf  II  as  upon  others.  Mr.  T. 
observed,  it  was  well  said,  "  that  the  tongue  is  an 
unruly  member  i"  and  there  is  no  difference  be- 
tween the  tongue  and  the  preaa,  except  that  every 
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press  ODsht  to  be  considered  asamillion  of  tongues, 
and  ougbi  lo  be  guarded  with  u  millioD  of  guard:. 

Mr.  Babtley  disapproved  of  what  the  gentle- 
maii  from  Massachusetts  had  said  about  giving 
these  petitions  the  go-by.  referring  them  (o  a  select 
comnutlee.  If  that  eentlemaD  had  any  such  wish, 
he  trusted  he  stood  alone. 

Mr.  Bayard  said,  the  gentlemaa  from  North 
CaroUQa(Mr.McDowELL)aodthegeiitleinanfrom 
Teuuessee  (Mr.  Glaibobne)  had  beeo  eitreuie- 
Ijr  liberal  in  their  charges  of  itiiberality  against 
hiiD.  CoDsideriuff  the  distinguished  urbanity  aod 
DDCommaQ  good  breeding  of  those  geotlemeo,  he 
should  not  question  their  privilege  to  make  such 
charges.  He  could  tell  ibe  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, however,  that  in  all  he  had  said,  he  hod 
never  once  catered  his  mind,  aod  he  therefore 
could  have  had  no  personal  allusion  to  him.  He 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  attributing  to  the  gentle- 
man aay  schemes  from  which  the  country  had 
reason  toapprehend  danger  to  its  peace  or  security. 

He  would  confess  that  ne  should  feel  it  as  a  great 
reproach  if  he  were  jusilv  liable  lo  the  charge  of 
illiberalitv.  He  had  maue  no  reflection  upon  any 
individual,  nor  had  he  reference,  in  what  he  had 
laid,  to  any  particular  character.  He  spoke  gen- 
erally of  the  party  whose  views  and  designs, 
whatever  language  it  might  be  necessary  to  ex- 
press them  in,  he  considered  as  not  only  a  fair 
proceeding,  but  a  duly,  to  develope  and  expose. 
And  he  trusted  that,  whatever  his  public  duly 
called  upon  him  to  do,  the  fear  of  no  charge  nor 
of  any  consequence,  would  reitrain  him  from  per- 
forming. But,  said  Mr.  B.  let  me  ask  what  right 
those  gentlemen  have  to  take  oSence  at  what  has 
been  said  of  their  party  7  Has  it  not  been  the 
constant  practice,  for  years,  of  genilemen  on  the 
other  side,  lo  criminate  the  views,  and  vilify  the 
measures  of  the  administration,  and  of  those  who 
supported  the  operations  of  the  Government  1  Has 
not  the  wish  and  intention  to  change  the  form  of 
Governmeat  been  often  imputed  (ous  1  Has  it  not 
been  insinuated  that  we  were  more  friendly  lo 
monarchy  than  to  republicanism,  and  desirous  of 
fashionlDg  the  Government  of  this  country  ac- 
cording to  the  form  of  a  certain  foreign  Govern- 
ment? Could  anything  be  more  insidious,  more 
groundless,  or  more  calumnious,  than  these  impu- 
tations 7 

And  when,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  an  at- 
tempt to  lisp  even  a  disagreeable  truth,  the  gen- 
tlemen then  flew  for  shelter  behind  the  rules  of 
decorum  and  the  etiquette  of  good  breeding.  Mr. 
B.  said,  it  gave  him  no  pleasure  to  say  anything 
which  was  qnpleasant  to  any  part  of  the  House. 
but  what  his  duty  enjoined  him  to  say  he  shoula 
consider  it  not  only  as  a  false,  but  a  criminal  deli' 
cacy  to  suppress. 

He  had  been  charged  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gallatin)  with  having  op- 
posed the  amendment  introduced  into  the  sedition 
bill,  giving  a  power  lo  the  jury  to  decide  the  law 
and  fact,  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  as  in 
other  cases.  He  should  not  deny  this  charge.  He 
admitted  it  to  be  true;  but,  if  the  gentleman  had 
acted  candidly,  ha  would  have  stated  the  ground 


upon  which  he  had  rested  his  opposition.  It  wu 
not  because  he  was  opposed  to  the  principle  of  the 
amendment,  but  because  he  considered  the  provis- 
nugalory  and  useless.     It   was  because  h« 


had  no  doubt  that  a  jury  would  possess  and  ei 
cise  ihe  power  as  fully  itithout  the  provision  bemg 
introduced  into  the  law  as  under  a  speciGcaiioDoT 


.„  He  had  opposed  it  upon  the  same  piinciplc 
that  he  should  nave  opposed  a  provision  thM  i 
party  should  not  be  convicted  upon  a  charge  under 
the  law,  without  the  jury  being  sworn  to  give  t 
true  verdict,  or  without  the  jury  all  agreeing  in 
their  verdict.  But,  as  the  gentleman  has  taken 
the  pains  to  mention  an  instance  in  which  be  con- 
ceived him  unfriendly  to  the  security  of  the  ptrlr 
accused,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  hoped  he  should  be  ex- 
cused for  taking  the  liberty  of  mentiooiog  in 
amendment  which,  upon  bis  motion,  was  iucor- 
porated  into  the  bill,  and  which  greatly  enta^eil 
the  means  of  defence  under  the  law.  He  sUjd- 
ed  lo  the  clause  which  enabled  a  defendaai  to 
give  the  truth  of  a  charge  in  evidence  in  his  d^ 
■fence.  He  look  the  common  law  to  be  that,  upon 
a  prosecution  for  a  libel,  the  truth  of  Ihe  cbsrp 
could  not  be  given  in  evidence.  By  the  provis- 
ion, therefore,  which  he  had  been  iostrumeaisl ii 
iniroducing  into  the  bill,  he  conceived  ihsi  ike 
liberty  of  tne  prei>s  had  been  placed  on  s  basii  as 
broad  as  was  compatible  with  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  society.  As  the  lawsiDod,nom8ncould 
be  convicted  hot  for  publishing  a  malicious  ftlse- 
hood.  He  was  not  liable  lo  be  punished  for  his 
malice,  unless  it  was  false ;  nor,  for  his  faI.<etaood, 
unless  it  was  malicious.  And  surely  ihere  could 
be  found  no  man  so  depraved,  so  devoid  of  moitl 
rectitude,  as  to  contend  that  punishment  sbouU 
not  attend  a  falsehood  published  with  a  miliciou 

Mr.  B.  said  that,  in  the  course  of  his  former  ob- 
servations, he  had  remarked  that  there  had  been 
but  one  inslance  in  which  anyone  had  suffeied 
under  the  operation  of  the  law.  And  this  obset' 
vaiion,  which  was  designed  to  prove  itof  ab't'D' 
less  nature,  had  been  laid  hold  of  by  the  gtDlJe- 
man  from  Pennsylvania,  in  order  to  show  that 
there  was  no  occasion  for  passing  it ;  and,  Rs  there 
was  no  occasion,  there  was  no  power  of  pwiiE 
it.  This  he  conceived  to  be  a  perverted  view  w 
the  subject.  It  did  not  follow  because  no  eisa 
happened  under  a  law,  that,  therefore^  it  wbs  "^ 
necessary.  *  The  terrors  of  a  law  might  preveat 
the  commission  of  crimes  which  otherwise  migbt 
justly  have  been  apprehended.  He  did  not  knoir 
that  any  persons  had  been  convicted  of  pirsef ; 
but  it  would  not,  therefore,  follow,  he  said,  ihii  ii 
was  unnecessary  lo  provide  a  punishmeni  for  lb* 
crime.  In  his  opinion,  it  was  the  true  pride  of  i 
country,  to  have  laws  punishing  crimes  wiib* 
verity,  with  few  or  no  instances  of  persons  sufler- 
iog  under  them.  It  was  an  evidence  of  a  sound 
and  wholesome  slate  of  society.  It  was  a  PiW' 
also,  that  the  Government  was  not  in  ihe  aioib 
of  persons  whose  vices  or  crimes  stood  in  need  ol 
the  countenance  or  indemnity  of  indulged'  at 
weak  laws. 

In  order  to  show  the  injustice  of  the  law  lO 
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queition,  the  ^enilemaD  ftom  PeDnsyWaoia  bad 
complained  biUerly  of  JU  operation  upon  a  mem- 
W  of  the  Huuse,  whose  constituems,  in  conse- 
quence nf  his  ^nDishmeDl.  would  be  le^  the  greatei 
En  of  a  session  without  a  Repreieatative.  Mr. 
said,  he  could  excuse  the  impulse  of  sym- 
pathy, but  he  did  not  expect  such  an  instance  of 
uqpmdence  from  that  gentleman.  He  could 
have  supposed  that  the  gentleman  would  hi 
publicly  regretted  the  absence  of  a  mao  wh. 
pmence  woold  bare  disgraced  tbe  House,  and 
wbose  society  bumbled  those  who  were  obliged  to 
issociaie  witli  bim.  A  man  who  bad  been  con- 
Ticted  of  a  crime  of  the  slrongesi  political  cast 
which  evidenced  a  will  to  destroy  the  Gorern- 
mentof  tbecouniry,aDd  proved  tbe  party  to  be 
mterly  uuwortby  of  any  public  tniit. 

Mr.  B.  betiered  there  contd  hardly  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  who  could  gueatioo  the  impar- 
liility  of  tbe  jury  or  theintegnty  of  the  court  who 
passed  upon  the  trial  of  the  party  referred  to ;  and, 
i/ter  he  had  been  convicted  of  an  aggravaied 
bmcL  of  the  law,  could  he  be  deemeda  fit  per- 
MD  to  make  laws  ?  A  man  who  will  not  obey 
■belaw.  will  yon  allow  him  to  make  tawsl  If 
bit  example  should  be  followed,  what  would  avail 
TOUr  taws  T  Thev  might  be  food  for  worms,  but 
society  would  not'be  benefited  by  them.  Mr.  B. 
aid,  be  bad  uo  hesitation  in  goioft  further,  and  ex- 
plicitly declaring  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  member 
on^bt  to  be  instantly  expelled,  if  he  should  again 
lake  hi)  seat. 

The  SpEiKEB  observed  that  the  gentleman  was 
dcDirtiiig  from  the  question. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  had  risen  simply  to  reply  tu  some 
oburvaiioDs  which  had  fallen  from  different  gen- 
tlemen an  the  other  side. 

They  had  not  much  connexion  with  the  subject 
befnre  tbe  House,  and,  of  consequence,  necessarily 
led  bim  fiom  it.  He  bad  not  much  to  excuse  him, 
for  he  bad  ever  been  sensible  tha;  he  could  not 
Nkiw  their  example  without  running  into  error. 
He  would,  however,  he  more  guarded  in  future. 
rnsoming iluit  gentlemen  were  imnatient  at  the 
hie  bout  for  the  question,  he  would  Irecp^i  no 
longer  od  their  patience. 

Tbeqi 
*S,.sfoll 

^lu— John  ADen,  OMrg*  Ban,  jnn.,  Bailay  Bart- 
nJum  A.Bajruil,  Jonathan  Brace,  David  Brooks, 


John  DoiDia,  Williun  Edmond,  Thoma*  Evans,  Abicl 
^Mst,  Dwight  FoMir,  Jouithati  Ftmuibii,  Henrj 
^kn,  Chsuneey  Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  R(«ai 
'•""M,  WiltttiD  Barry  Grova,  Hobert  Goodloa  Har- 
^,  ngmu  HaiUav,  WiUUm  Hindman,  Heiekiah  L. 
Uouur.JuBta  H.fmlmy,  John WiIke«Kiltat>,8Binad 
IjBiui,  June.  Machii,  William  Matthews,  Daniel 
!|°r|u,  Lewis  R.  Monis,  RarriKn  G.  Otis,  Iiase 
r«rter,  ThomM  Pinekney,  John  R«ed,  John  Rutledgo, 
jo^  JiDM  Schureman,  Samuel  Bewail,  Williun  ehe- 
p™.  Thomu  Bioniduon,  Peleg  Sprague,  Oeorgo . 
™i«W,  Hidisid  Thomas,  Mark  Thomwin,  John  B. 
i^^  P*«  Wadsworth,  Robert  Wabi,  and  Jidin 


Nais— Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Thomas 
Blonnt,  Richard  Bnnt,  Robert  Bravn,  Samuel  J.  Cal^ 
ell,  Thomsi  CIslbome,  William  Chariaa  Cole  Clai- 
borae,  Mattben  Claj,  Jabn  Clapton,  Tbcimaa  T.  Davis, 
John  Dawion,  George  Itont,  Jossph  EgglMton,  Lneaa 
Elmendorf,  Wm.  Findlej,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Galla- 
tiii,  James  Qilleniie,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna, 
Cuter  B.  Hamson,  Jonathan  N.  Hsveiu,  Joinih 
HeUler,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Edward  LiV' 
IngstoD,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  Me- 
Clensehsit,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony  New,  John 
Nicholaa,  Josish  rsrker,  Tompson  J.  Skinner,  Ssmnel 
Smith,  WillUm  Smith,  Richard  Dabbi  Spught,  Rich- 
ard Sprigg,  Richaid  Stanford,  Thomsa  Sumter,  Thomas 
TUlinghast,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Vamiun,  Abraham  Venoble,  and 
Robert  WiUisms. 

Messrs.  GoODBICH,PlKCKNBY,NlCHOLaB,CRAIX, 

and  Hahtlet,  were  named  a  committee  to  report 
upoD  tbe  subject. 

WBDHEBoaT,  February  13. 

Mr.  Obboq,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Robert  Sturgeon,  [confined 
in  prison  for  debts  due  the  United  States,  for  mo- 
neys received  as  Collector,  which  be  appropriated 
to  his  own  use^  and  is  unable  to  refuna,]  reported 
a  bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of  tbe  taid  Robert 
Sturgeon  from  nis  present  confinement ;  which 
was  committed. 

Mr.  RuTLEDOE  called  up  for  consideration  the 
bill  for  the  reliel  of  Joseph  Wheaton,  which,  aft«r 
a  few  observations,  was  agreed  to,  9360  being  al- 
lowed bim,  on  account  of  bis  sickness.  [|  wu 
ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAWS. 

Mr.  Greoo  presented  a  remonstrance  against 
the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  signed  by  two  hundred 
and  seventy  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Mif- 
flin county  which  lies  north  of  Tuffey's  moun- 
tain. Mr.  G.  said  that,  yesierday,in  the  eourieof 
the  debate  on  the  subject  of  the  refereoce  of  the 
leveral  petitions  respecting  the  alien  and  sedition 
laws,  some  insinuations  had  been  thrown  out 
against  the  cbaraclen  of  the  signers  of  these  pe- 
liiioDs,  and  the  manner  in  which  their  sigoatnrea 
bad  been  obtained.  He  therefore  thought  it  a 
duty  incumbent  on  him  to  state,  in  his  place,  that 
the  remonstrance  which  he  presented  had  been 
drawn  up  by  a  committee  of  the  signers  them- 

'  .equence  of  and  agreeable  to  certain 


purpose.    The  signers  a 


Dstly  freeholders,  and 


others,  reputable  inhabiiaots  of  that  district. 
,  of  tbe  more  aged  of  them  have  been  ac- 
tively and  usefully  engaged  in  the  service  of  their 
country  during  tbe  Revolutionary  war ;  and  ever 
since  that  period  have  conducted  themselves  as 
good  citizens  and  friends  to  the  Government,  cod- 
■  "■  1  laws  a  ready  and  eheerfal 

.  _.  _  .  the  first  and  only  instance  of 
tbeir  troubling  Ooverameni  with  their  complaints^ 
and  he  was  persuaded  they  would  have  been  sileDt 
DOW,  had  they  not  been  inesistibly  impelled'  lo 
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the  measDie  by  ihe  farce  of  ihe  objections  whicli 
they  had  stated  in  their  remoasuaace. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  had  aUio  two  petiliaas  and  re- 
monsiraDces  on  the  same  subject,  signed  by  320  of 
the  iahabilanls  orCumberlaod  county  ia  this  State, 
which  he  wished  also  to  present.  He  remarked, 
with  respect  to  these  petitions,  that  they  had  been 
formed  bydeputieBfromdiSerempartsofthecouniy, 
and  were  signeilby  the  yeoniaiiry  of  the  places  from 
which  they  came;  a  yeomanry  highly  respectable, 
not  only  for  tbeir  number,  but  also  in  point  of  afflu- 
ence, respectability, and  patriotism.  He  therefore 
hoped  the  petitions  would  be  referred,  and  meet 
with  that  attention  which  their  importance  re- 
qnired. 

They  were  referred  to  the.select  committee  yes- 
terday appointed. 

ElATEHS  also  presented  a  memorial  from 
-  -  aunty,  in  the  State  i  '"'      "    ' 
d  of  Ine  alien  and 


reierred  to 


thesE 
DUTIES  ON  DRAWBACKS. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  observed,  that  it  was  said  the 
other  day  that  some  additional  revenue  might  be 
drawn  from  commerce.  As  a  bill  bad  passed  this 
House  for  the  purpose  of  eflectually  protecting 
eomoierce,  he  hoped  some  additional  revenue 
would  be  raised  from  it;  and  proposed  a  resolution 
to  the  fallowing  effect: 

Betohed,  That  the  CommiltM  of  Wa;i  and  Meani 
b*  uutmded  to  inquire  wheUicr  maj,  and  if  any,  nhat 
additional  dutj  ought  to  be  laid  upon  drawback!  bIIowmI 
on  goods  exported  from  the  United  Btalei ;  and  that 
Ibn  report  by  bill  otherwise. 

Ordered  to  lie. 

LAW  OP  RETALIATION. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  vesiing  the  power  of 
reUliation,  in  certain  cases,  in  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  was  read;  and,  on  a  motion  being 
made  lo  commit  the  bill  for  to-morrow, 

Mr.  Nicholas  hoped  it  would  be  made  the 
order  for  Mondar;  as  he  understood,  at  the  time 
this  subject  was  before  the  Senate,  it  was  declared 
that  the  President  had  received  information  of 
the  French  arrit,  upon  which  this  bill  ia  founded, 
having  been  suspended;  for,  though  necessity 
might  call  upon  the  L^islature  for  a  law  of  this 
kiod,  without  thai  necessity  no  one  could  wish 
to  see  out  code  stained  by  a  law  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  RuTLEDoB  thought  ii  improper  that  tbe 
proceedings  of  this  House  should  be  influenced  by 
mere  report.  He  had  not  heard  of  the  report  of 
whicb  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  speaks.  He 
■nppched  it  was  a  mere  report  of  the  day.  If 
there  had  been  any  foundation  for  it,  ere  now  it 
would  have  found  its  way  into  a  certain  print. 
Or,  if  there  bad  been  any  such  information,  it 
would  doubtless  have  been  sent  to  this  House  by 
the  Executive.  He  was  prompt  in  sending  the 
urit,  and  he  would  certainly  have  been  equally 
M  ill  sending  any  accouitt  which  he  might  have 
received  of  its  suspensioD.  He  was,  therefore, 
nnwilliog  to  postpone  the  bill  on  account  of  any 
teport  01  this  Kino. 

Mr.  LiviNWTON  had  also  heard  the  report  men- 


tioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  htd 
prepared  a  resolution  for  calling  Upon  t^e  Piesi- 
dcnl  for  anv  information  which  he  may  possess 
relative  to  this  matter.  He  agreed  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  that  the  House  oughl 
not  to  be  influenced  iu  its  deliberations  by  rsgoe 
iDformaiian.     He  also  agreed  with  him  tbai  ibe 


ctsian  upon  il  without  consideration;  tbe  more 
important  tbe  measure,  said  he,  the  more  we  ougtil 
to  reflect  upon  it  before  we  adopt  it;  tbe  more 
serious  the  consequences  which  may  arise  from 
it,  the  more  we  aught  to  wish  for  infarmatloD 
which  may  throw  light  upon  the  subject.  Vfbj 
commit  this  bill  for  to-morrow,  instead  of  Mon- 
day, when  there  is  at  least  a  possibility  tbal  in- 
formation, of  the  kind  which  had  been  mentioDid. 
has  been  received  by  the  Execulivel  He  codd 
see  no  reason  for  ii.  He  meant  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion, which  he  had  prepared  to  call  for  this  infor- 
malion,  upon  the  table.  Whether  tbe  Presideol 
would  send  Ihe  information  without  being  called 
upon,  or  whether  the  President  is  acquainted  iridi 
the  suspeasion  of  this  decree,  he  had  no  meus  of 
knowing.  Il  was  sufficient  for  him  to  bcliere 
that  the  information  does  exist,  to  make  it  iiis 
duty  to  call  for  it. 

Mr.  Bbooks  said,  though  the  hill  be  made  the 
order  for  lo-morrow,  if  it  should  appear  that  enr 
inrormation  was  likely  to  be  obtamed,  it  wouU 
not  be  taken  up,  but  deferred  till  Monday ;  but  id 
defer  it,  from  a  mere  surmise  that  information  nii)' 
be  received,  would  be  showing  too  great  a  foDd- 
ness  to  caich  at  the  least  shadow,  as  an  apology 
for  suspending  our  proceedings  upon  a  bill  of  »i 
momenioas  a  nature.  He  should  be  sorry  lobe 
cessity  of  making  use  of  the  Ux 
some  eases,  it  may  becomp  tlie 
,  Mr.  B.  did  not  think  it  would  be 
iffht  to  call  upon  the  President  for  despticli« 
rtiich  it  was  not  known  he  had  received.  If, 
said  he,  the  President  has  received  tbe  ioformi- 
tion,  will  he  not  communicate  it,  without  bdog 
called  for?  When  we  know  that  he  has  received 
it,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  ptisa  a  lesoluiioB 
such  as  is  proposed. 

Mr.  Nicaoi.AS  said,  ifzentlemen  would  conde- 
scend to  understand  the  Business,  some  speecbet 
might  be  saved.  It  was  declared,  by  memben  in 
the  Senate,  that  they  had  been  told  by  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  State  that  this  information  had  beeo  re- 
ceived. But,  according  to  the  gentlemaa  li^ 
up,  said  Mr.  N.,  we  are  not  to  call  for  informt- 
tion,  except  we  are  cerlcdn  the  President  yossttf 
it;  if  so,  we  put  it  in  his  power  to  conceal  frjjn 
tbe  House  wliatever  information  he  pleases.  Mr. 
N.  thought  it  would  have  been  as  well  for  die 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Botleho^ 
to  have  spared  his  remarks  on  »)is  subjeel;  he- 
cause,  if  iQis  information  should  be  obtained  bf* 
call  upon  the  President,  he  would  have  pro- 
nounced 8  censure  upon  him  for  not  having  se"' 
it  without  the  call.  He  hoped  gentlemea  -worn 
DOW  coDseDt  to  let  this  busmess  lie  for  a  day  or 
two. 


talioni*—hi 
greatest  mercy. 
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Mt.  GoBiHtN  obaeired,  gentlcmea  adrerted  ._ 
a  pariiculBT  btt£i  of  the  Prencti  Directory,  as  if 
it  was  the  ooly  ode  to  which  the  principle  of  this 
bill  could  apply.  In  looking  iaio  the  bill  it  would 
be  found  to  be  iDtended  to  operate  not  only  on 
that  airtt,  but  any  Uw  which  may  be  passed  by 
the  Prench  ReDublic,  and  which  may  call  for  re- 
taliation. On  tail  giound  he  should  vote  in  faror 
of  this  bill,  prorided  it  shtdl  be  found  that  [he 
arrf  L  alluded  to  has  been  suspeaded  or  repealed. 
Gentlemen  exrlaim,  "What!  shall  we  not  wait  a 
moment  before  we  slain  out  code  by  a  law  like 
this,  which  will  anthoiiie  the  most  sansuinary 
BCtsI"  Mr.  G.  said  this  law,  instead  of  being 
MDguiuary,  is  intended  to  prevent  sanguinary 
Mti,  and  to  preserve  the  lifes  of  our  citizens.  If 
the  decree  alluded  to  it  repealed,  what  security 
have  we  that  the  Directory  will  not  soon  pass  a 
lirailar  one?  And,  after  Congress  rises,  no  leta- 
hatory  law  can  be  enacted  to  meet  iL  He  hoped, 
\  that  the  House  would  proceed  in  this 
without  waiting  for  the  infoimation  in 
qnestion. 

Mr.  HaBPM  beliered  it  was  not  perfectly  in 
order  to  introduce  here  what  may  have  been  said 
in  the  Senate,  with  the  riew  of  miJtiua  it  the 
groundofour  uecisions.  Though  the  bill  be  made 
the  order  for  to-morrow,  it  does  not  follow  that 
it  will  be  taken  up  on  that  day,  and  if  objection 
be  made  to  it,  it  doubtless  will  not.  If  any  gen- 
deman,  on  inquiry  at  the  office  at  the  Secretary  of 
Slate,  should  to-moniiw  siAte  that  the  information 
alluded  to  had  been  received,  and  bring  forward  a 
resolution  calling  for  it,  this  biU  would  certainly 
gireway  to  other  orders  of  the  day.  It  did  not 
appear  to  Mr.  H.  that  it  was  a  Just  conclasion, 
tnai  because  the  French  may  hare  suspended  or 
repealed  the  decree  lately  passed,  that  this  law 
ought  not  to  be  enacted.  May  not  seamen  of  other 
countries,  taken  on  board  our  own  ships,  if  this 
decree  is  repealed,  be  considered  as  pirates,  if  the 
French  shall  choose  to  call  us  enemies,  which  we 
bate  no  reason  to  think  they  will  noti  Besides, 
u  has  been  noticed,  the  oBensire  decree  majr  he 
igain  renewed  when  Congress  is  not  in  session ; 
tad,  before  Congress  comes  together  again,  our 
seamen,  taken  on  board  British  ships,  may  be  sac- 
rificed as  pirates ;  and  he  was  astonished  thai  gen- 
tlemen, who  have  heretofore  been  so  zealous  for 
thi  protection  of  our  seamen,  when  impressed  by 
one  country,  should  now  be  so  cool,  when  they 
are  abooi  to  be  h  ting  by  another.  What  conld  be 
the  reason  of  this,  he  could  not  say,  but  the  fact  is 

Hr.  H.  did  not  believe,  with  the  sentleman 
from  Virginia,  that  the  passing  of  this  bill  would 
be  itaiDin|[  oar  code.  It  wonld  be  repelling  vio- 
lence by  violence.  It  wotild  be  the  same  as  say- 
ing to  1  ranrderer  or  highwayman,  "  if  you  attack 
«ne,Iwiil  put  you  lo  death."  This,  said  be,  is 
ue  Isw  of  nature  and  of  reason ;  and  so  far  from 
ui>  law  itaioing  our  code,  he  thought  it  would  be 

lini.nr.kl.   —   .l;.   I -_;_t-. jjj  n  (fo„[j   ,how 

.|..,.L  _  ,^u,.  .»  great  an  outrage,  a 

Cnllel  to  vritich  coul/not  be  found  in  the  most 
rbaioos  countries.    [Mr.  Nicholas  oburved 


that  he  had  said  it  would  stain  our  code,  if  found 
to  be  unnecessary.]  Mr.  H.  was  about  to  say  Ihat 
if  France  repealed  her  obnoxious  decrees,  there 
would  be  nothing  for  ibis  law  to  operate  upon. 
But,  said  Mr.  H.,  is  the  ariti  in  question  the  only 
act  to  which  this  law  can  apply  7  Let  gentle- 
men remember  the  famous  decree  of  the  2d  of 
March,  1796,  in  which  the  same  provision  exisia 
in  relation  to  American  seamen,  which  is  in  the 
late  decree  made  ^neral,  and  the  first  decree  ii 
yet  in  force.  In  his  opinion,  a  bill  like  the  pres- 
ent ought  to  have  been  passed  long  afo,  and  he 
thought  it  disgraceful  to  the  country  that  such  a 
law  had  not  bcforff  now  been  passed.  He  saw  no 
reason  for  miking  it  the  order  for  a  distantday. 

Mr.  HiBTLGr  hoped  this  bill  would  be  made 
the  order  for  to-morrow.  If  the  decree  was  merely 
suspended,  it  might  at  any  time  be  renewed. 

Mr.  EooLESTOH  said  it  was  unfortunate  that  in 
almost  every  subject  which  comes  before  this 
House,  addressee  are  made  lo  the  ^ssioDs  of 
members,  instead  of  to  their  reason.  We  all  feel 
as  we  ought  to  do  for  the  protection  of  our  citi- 
zens, both  by  sea  and  land ;  but  ought  not  mem- 
bers to  have  sufficient  time  allowed  them  for  ob- 
taining information  on  the  subjects  upon  which 
they  are  called  to  aci.  He  thought  gentlemen 
had  wholly  departed  from  order  in  going  into  the 
merits  of  the  bill.  If  it  were  in  order  to  speak  of 
its  merits,  it  might  have  been  asked  whether,  be- 
cause the  British  had  passed  an  order  to  retaliate 
this  decree,  it  is  become  necessary  to  pass  a  simi- 
lar law  here?  But,  in  a  question  whether  the 
bill  shall  be  made  the  order  for  to-morrow  or 
Monday,  it  was  only  necessary  to  state  thai  in- 
formation is  wanted. 

Mr.  Baooca  thought  gentlemen  were  wrong 
in  charging  this  bill  with  the  term  sanguinary. 
If  there  be  anything  sanguinary  in  it,  it  should  be 
charged  upon  the  French  Republic,  and  not  upon 
Consress,  for  repelling  their  sanguinary  decree. 
With  the  same  reason  might  a  person  be  called 
■anguinary,  who  should  say  to  a  robber  or  mur- 
derer about  to  enter  his  house,  "  if  you  dare  enter 
and  commit  violence,  we  will  meet  you  with  the 
point  of  the  bayonet."  No ;  gentlemen  lay  it  is 
possible  tlie  French  may  not  carry  this  decree  into 
effect,  or  there  is  a  report  they  will  not  do  it.  But, 
said  Mr.  S.,  until  we  know  that  the  French  have 
not  only  repealed  their  decree,  but  ceased  to  act 
upon  it;  not  only  that  they  have  suspended  it,  but 
that  they  will  not  bring  it  again  into  force,  we 
ought  to  pass  this  law.  « 

Mr.  Oallitih  observed  that  the  present  que** 
tion  was  merely  whether  the  bill  should  be  com- 
mitted for  to-morrow  or  Monday.  The  reaton 
for  wishing  it  deferred  till  Monday  is,  that  in- 
formation may  then  be  received  which  cannot  be 
had  to-morrow.  The  question  is,  therefore,  said 
Mr.  a.,  whether  we  mean  to  pass  a  retaliation 
law  upon  general  ground,  according  to  ihe  views 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampihire,  (Mr. 
OoHOON.)  by  passing  this  law,  though  there  is  no 
decree  of  France  to  be  repelled  by  it,  or  to  go  upon 
the  grotind  of  retaliating  a  cruel  and  unjustifiable 
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decree-  He  bad  do  donbt  on  ibia  point.  It  ap- 
peared  to  him  impToper  to  grant  such  a  power  oo 
general  grounds.  If  there  be  an;  propriety  in 
auch  a  measure,  it  must  be  to  meet  and  repel  that 
'  decree.  He  wnii,  therefore,  in  favor  of  tl^H  more 
diatant  day,  that  the  fact  may  be  ascertained 
whether  the  decree  is  In  existence  or  not.  A«  to 
the  argument,  though  It  is  now  repealed,  it  may 
be  re-enacted,  he  trusted  Congress  would  never 
legislate  on  a  supposition  of  this  kind. 

It  had  been  said  that  ^otlemeu  who  had  been 
very  earnest  on  the  subject  of  our  seamen  when 
impressed  by  one  nation,  are  now  very  cool  when 
they  are  about  to  be  bun?  by  another.  The  obser- 
Talion  might  be  retorted  oy  saying,  gentlemen  are 
now  very  ready  to  retaliate  a  violent  measure 
threatened  by  one  nation,  though  heretofore  they 
never  thought  of  such  a  thing,  when  violent  acts 
were  committed  by  another.  Il  is  true  the  decree 
complained  of  is  sanguinary  and  disgraceful  to  the 
French  nation ;  and,  though  it  is  true  that  a  sim- 
ilar decree  was  passed  two  years  ago  against  Ame- 
rican seamen,  it  is  not  less  true  that  not  one  of  our 
seamen  has  suffered  in  consequence  of  it.  And  it 
is  not  less  true  that,  tliouzh  Great  Britain  had 
passed  no  decree  upon  the  Eubject,  they  have 
pressed  into  their  service  thousands  ol  our  sea- 
men, who  have  been  forced  against  their  will  Co 
fi^ht  tbeir  batites,  and  many  ot  whom  have  been 
killed  on  board  of  iheir  vessels.  We  seemed 
alarmed,  said  Mr.  Q.,  at  a  decree  on  paper,  but  not 
at  acts  of  cruelty  which  have  taken  place  without 
a  decree.  He  did  not  mean  by  this  to  say  it  would 
be  proper  to  pass  an  act  of  relaliatioa  ag&iost  the 
British  natton.  He  knew  there  were  other  modes 
of  settling  this  buaitiess,  and  he  did  not  know  but 
they  bad  been  adopted.  He  only  mentioned  the 
fiict  to  show  that  the  insinuation  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  is  unfounded. 

In  relation  to  this  bill  itself,  be  considered  it  as 
Tery  unimportant.  He  did  ool  believe,  if  the  de- 
cree is  not  repealed,  that  it  will  ever  be  carried 
into  effect  J  and  the  reason  why  he  wjs  of  this 
opinion,  was,  that  the  former  decree  had  eiisted 
for  two  years  without  being  carried  into  effect. 
Nor  did  he  believe  this  law  would  be  carried  into 
effect,  if  passed ;  and,  for  this  reason,  because  a 
retaliation  law  never  could  be  carried  into  effect 
in  this  country.  He  believed,  if  the  French  na- 
tion were  to  execute  this  decree,  the  effect  pro- 
duced here  would  not  be  a  desire  to  retaliate,  but  a 
declaration  of  war.  The  American  nation  woald, 
with  one  voice,  be  ready  to  resent  such  a  conduct ; 
but  it  would  be  a  difficult  matter  to  reconcile  tbem 
to  retaliation,  for,  though  erery  one  knows  there 
was  sufficient  cause  for  retaliation  dnring  the  last 
war,  DO  instance  of  the  kind  had  occurred.  Ame- 
ricans hate  the  cool  shedding  of  blood,  and,  there- 
fore, be  did  not  expect  the  law,  if  passed,  would  ever 
be  executed.  But.  if  it  is  thought  proper  to  hold  it 
m  ttrrorem  it  ought  not  to  passei^  except  the  de- 
cree which  it  it  intended  to  repel  is  in  existence. 

Mr.  Chahplih  said  that  this  bill  appears  not  to 
be  understood.  It  is  said,  in  case  the  French  de- 
cree is  repealed,  this  will  be  a  sanguinary  law. 
This  cannot  be,  because  there  will  be  noenormity 


to  retaliate.  He  thought  it  was  a  case  thatotighl 
long  since  to  have  been  provided  for,  and  thai  it 
is  disgraceful  to  the  country  chat  it  was  not-  He 
was  surprised  at  one  argument,  viz  :  that  on  in- 
vestigation, we  may  find  tbat  the  British  may 
have  taken  our  seamen  under  tbeir  protection, 
and  that,  therefore,  there  is  no  necessity  for  this 
law.  He  was  surprised,  also,  that  theremark  should 
come  from  geDtlemen  who,  be  should  have  sup- 
posed, would  not  have  received  protection  for  out 
seamen  from  Great  Britain.  Mr.  C.  was  for  our- 
selves redressing  the  wrongs  of  our  seamen.  With 
respect  to  the  impressment  of  seamen,  gentlemen 
are  iremhlinzly  alive  whenever  tbat  subject  is 
mentioned.  As  to  the  report  which  has  been  men- 
tioned, he  thought  it  of  little  consequence  whe- 
ther true  or  false.  If  the  decree  be  repealed,  be 
should  still  think  it  proper  to  pass  this  law,  and 
could  see  no  reason  for  delaying  the  bill  a  moment 
When  such  violence  is  proposed,  it  ought  to  be 
opposed  almost  by  acclamation. 

Mr.  EaoLESTON  said,  it  would  be  curious  enough 
if,  after  suffering  Great  Britain  tg  impress  oat 
seamen  with  impunity,  if,  because  France  shall 
punish  them  for  being  in  that  situation,  'we  shall 
[JO  to  war  with  her.  For  it  is  clear,  if  the  men 
had  not  been  first  pressed,  there  would  have  been 
no  cause  of  offence  on  the  part  of  France. 

Mr.  LiviNUHTOK  said,  be  was  far  from  arrogat- 
ing to  himself  anv  merit  on  account  of  his  former 
exertions  in  behalf  of  American  seametr;  nor  had 
he  taken  to  himself  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  on  this  subject.  But  it 
seems^  said  Mr.  L.,  that  he  alluded  to  my  zeal  at 
that  lime,  and  my  coolness  now.  He  did  not  see 
how  this  could  DC  inferred.  The  bill  from  the 
Senate,  now  under  consideration,  gives  extraor- 
dinary powers  CO  the  Pre«idenc.  It  has  been  on 
the  table  one  day.  A  few  days  only  are  aaked  ia 
order  to  gain  information.  He  could  see  no 
blameable  coolness  in  this.  The  decree  of  the 
Directory  is  one  of  the  most  detestable  that  ever 
di^aced  the  code  of  any  nation.  No  man  could 
have  but  one  impression  upon  it.  We  are,  taid 
Mr.  L.,  about  to  pass  a  law  to  prevent  the  evil; 
but  ought  we  not  to  examine  the  best  means  of 
repelling  this  decree,  and  not  pass  laws  by  accla- 
mation, as  tbe  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  ad- 
vises us  to  do ;  not  to  pursue  a  conduct  which, 
when  we  receive  further  information,  we  fhall  be 
sorry  for.  Mr.  L.  took  a  review  of  the  former 
steps  which  were  taken  for  the  relief  of  Ameri- 
can seamen,  in  which  he  bad  acted  a  principal 
pari.  He  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be  taken  up 
before  Monday,  as,  if  it  was,  tbe  House  might  act 
upon  false  information. 

Mr.  L,  had  .lerious  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of 
passing  a  retaliation  taw  at  alL  He  had  doubts 
whether,  because  one  nation  becomes  cruel  and 
barbarous,  we  should  become  so  too ;  whether, 
because  one  nation  roasts  our  citizens,  we  should 
roast  theirs.  He  hoped,  however,  the  expected 
information  would  be  waited  for. 

Mr.  Rdtledoe  observed,  though  it  would  seem 
to  be  disagreeable  to  the  gentlemen  from  Penn- 
sylvania  and  New  York  that  this  bill  should  be 
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■uule  the  order  of  the  Aay  fot  lo-monow ;  yel  the 
prctsing  of  tbis  qoeMion  has  gifeo  ihem  an  op 
portuuiiy,  whicb  they  never  fail  to  seizfe  with 
iTJdity.  of  talking  aboui  the  cooduct  of  Greai 
Briuun  Mrenl  yean  ago,  and  which  cooduet  hai 
loDK  since  baen  adjosied  by  oe^aAistioa,  in  order 
10  destroy  the  quick  weate  of  injuries  wbiek  w< 
feel  froBi  the  appreieive  ottoduet  of  France.  Wi 
hafe  nothing'  to  do  at  this  time,  said  Mr.  R.,  witti 
IbeeoDduct  of  Great  Britain.   It  is  against  Prenck 

Eoeeedings  that  we  are  now  proriding  a  renedy 
ut  the  gentleman  from  PeoDsylTania  nv",  we 
nerer  thought  of  relaliatioa  agaiDU  the  Btitish. 
What.  laid  Mr.  R.,  was  iIm  condoei  of  tlie  fiicods 
of  this  bill  with  respect  to  Great  Britain  in  a  re- 
eenl  instance  1  Did  not  genllemen,  wbo  ate  - 
quenity  charged  with  loo  K<^at  affection  for 
coaniry,  tbe  monMni  they  nrard  of  the  outrage 
which  had  been  committed  by  a  British  Tesiel  of 
war  agaiost  one  of  our  vessels,  come  forward  with 
a  resolution  calling  upon  tbe  President  for  informa- 
lioD  relative  to  the  afiairl  and  has  not  ibe  Presi- 
Jenl  since  given  the  mo«t  spirited  orders  to  the 
comaianders  of  our  vessels  witb  respect  to  their 
fotare  canJduct  1  This  was  their  conduct  towards 
Grreat  Britain,  tbongb  they  are  constantly  and  in- 
lidioiuly  charged  with  being  always  favorable  to 
thai  country. 

The  genueraan  from  New  York  has  >aid  thar, 
if  one  nation  roasts  their  prisoners  he  would  not 
lollow  tbrir  example,  though  he  had  the  other  day 
iatrodnced  both  instances  of  boiling  and  roast- 
ing in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.  What  was  tbe 
cnnduci  of  Great  Britain  when  France  declared 
that  no  (quarter  should  be  riven  to  her  soldiers  in 
nse  of  victory  1  They  declared  ibey  would  retal- 
iate, ud  tbe  French  repealed  ibeir  sanguinary 
decrees.  If  you  have  to  contend  with  an  enemy 
who  ii  regardlen  of  tbe  laws  of  war,  you  must 
•Iso  be  regardless  of  them.  If  you  have  to  con- 
vttA  witb  cannibals,  you  must  rfxluce  yourselves, 
as  Dearly  as  you  can,  lo  the  state  of  cannibals. 

The  gentloman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Eooleb- 
toh)  is  afraid  of  being  butried  into  a  Tote.  He 
hit  not  been  long  on  this  floor ;  if  he  had,  he 
would  know  ibat  be  has  no  need  (o  entertain  a 
fear  of  this  kind;  if  he  wants  information  before 
[be  bill  is  passed,  time  will  be  given  him.  We  do 
not  press,  said  Mr.  R.,  for  going  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  this  bill  to-morrow,  but  merely 
that  it  may  be  made  tbe  order  for  tbat  day,  that  ii 
nay  doi  appear  to  the  world  tbat  we  are  diverted 
froD]  our  purpose*  with  respect  to  France  by 
ibe  most  trifling  occurrences. 

Mr.  HiaPBB  wisbed  to  correct  aslatement  made 
BT  lite  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  perhaps  in- 
HTGTieDtly,  bnt  certainly  not  just.  Hehastalked 
»>oai  thonsands  of  our  teamen  impressed  by  Great 
Bniain,  He  forgot  that  thousands  meant  only 
lOTty-twoi  He  could  further  suie  (bal  the  most 
(j>KciDal  measures  have  been  takeo  to  couoieract 
wia  evil,  and  that,  in  consequeoce,  the  number  of 
impretsmeDM  have  of  late  greatly  diminished,  and 
«w  now  »ery  inconsiderabU.  This  be  was  able 
10  itate  from  documents  in  bis  possession,  as  a 
mnber  of  the  committee  appointed  on  this  sub- 
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ject.    He  tbougfat  it  proper  to  reduce  this  broad 
oaseriion  to  fact. 

Leave  baviu^  been  asked  for  Mr.  Livincmtom 
to  speak  the  third  time,  and  obtained  by  a  division 
of  tbe  House, 

Mr.  LivixoBTON  said,  it  was  not  usual  witb  him 
to  exceed  tbe  rule  of  tbe  House,  nor  would  be  . 
have  done  it  now,  if  he  bad  thought  (here  would 
have  been  any  opposition  to  a  few  words,  wbioli 
he  wished  to  remark  on  the  statement  of  the  gen- 
tteman  from  South  Carolina.  He  says  that,  cm 
inquiry,  it  will  be  found  that  thousands  meant  only 
forty-two.  Did  the  gentleman  mean  to  say  tbtt 
only  forty-two  of  oiu  seamen  bad  been  imptesaad 
by  the  British  1  If  he  does,  the  documeots  on  tbe 
table  will  contradict  hiin.  He  believed,  by  two 
lists  from  Mr.  King,  there  appear  lo  be  several 
hundreds — he  thought  eight  hundred — wbo  had 
applied  to  our  Mioistei  in  order  to  get  their  dis- 
cnargfL  but  which  could  not  be  effected.  He  bad 
seen  tne  documents  which  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  mentioned  as  being  in  his  hands 
and  he  believed  the  number  of  seamen  pressed 
duringthe  last  year  does  not  exceed  the  number 
stated  by  him.  But  seamen,  to  the  extent  he  had 
mentioned^  to  a  certainty  are  yet  languishing  on 
board  British  ships  of  war;  andwhro  the  difficulty 
of  commuoicating  with  our  Minister  from  ships 
of  war  is  considered,  the  number  having  applied 
for  relief,  it  will  appear  reasonable  lo  suppose  that 
at  least  treble  the  number  arc  suffering  on  board 
British  ships  of  war.  Add  to  these  the  numboa 
which  have  been  discharged  by  our  ngenis  in  (be 
West  Indies,  and  elsewhere,  and  it  muil  be  allow- 
ed that  the  British  have,  at  different  times,  im- 
pressed several  thousands  of  pur  seamen.  Manj 
of  these,  said  Mr.  L.,  are  now  rejoicinjg  in  theu 
liberty,  which  has  been  effected  by  those  laws 
which  it  has  been  insinuated  were  passed  more 
under  the  influence  of  passion  than  oil'easoo.  He- 
appealed  to  tbe  world  to  say  on  which  side  passion 
lay,  and  on  which  side  reason.  If  passion  aad 
prejudice  have  produced  these  eSecis,  he  should 
never  covet  the  reason  which  other  gentlemen 

r.  EiTTBaA  complained  of  the  length  of  the 
debate,  and  hoped  the  question  would  be  taken. 

le  question  for  Monday  was  taken,  and  nega- 
tived—51  to  39.  The  bill  was  then  made  the  or- 
der for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LiviNoeTON  afterward  laid  a  resolution  ob, 
the  table  to  tbe  following  effect : 

lUt^f^  Tbat  the  Piaaidant  of  tha  Dnitsd  StaMs 

bs  Mqaaslsd  lo  lay  bsfbre  tfaia  Hotua  say  infcnMliasi 

"'ichlwiiiayhaTB  cseuvsd  tonehiag  ths snipunsian  tt 

•rrAt  of  the  Fn«wb  Dinotoiy  lakliva  to  tha  tM- 

IS  of  na«tn]  natJoiu  fbund  on  board  of  Bnliah  sIp|m 


Ordered  to  lie 

The  two  following;  bills  from  the  Senate,  were 
then  read  and  committed : 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act  giving  effect  to  the 
laws  of  tbe  United  Slates  within  the  State  of  Tea- 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act  ptoridiiig  &»  the  aale 
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of  laud   of  the  United  Slalea  Nonhwesi  of  ihe  I  Chrialopher  O.    Chunplin,    Jamn  Cochnn,  WiHiun 
rirer  Ohio,  aod  above  the  mouth   of  Kentucky    Craik,  Bamoel  W.  Dui>,  John  Dennb,  Geoi^Degi, 


Oq  molioD  of  Mr.  Pincknet,  the  House  went 
into  a  Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  ap- 
pTOpriatin?  a  certain  sum  of  raoney  to  defray  the 
■  expense  of  holding  a  treaty  or  treaties  with  the 
IndiBns ;  and,  after  filling  the  blank  far  containing 
the  sum  appropriated  with  tSS^OOO,  the  committee 
rose,  and  the  House  having  cont^urred  in  the 
•mendtnent,  and.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  adopt- 
ed a  proriso,  limiting  the  allowance  to  Commis- 
sioners to  eight  dollars  a  day,  the  bill  was  ordered 
10  be  ctigrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

TflDRauAy,  Febmary  14. 
RELATIONS  WITH  PRANCE. 

Mr.  LiTiNOSTOH  called  up  for  consideration,  the 
resotuiioa  which  he  yesterday  laid  upon  the  table, 
calling  upon  the  President  for  any  information 
which  he  may  possess  touching  the  suspension  of 
the  French  arret,  declaring  neutral  citizens  pirates 
when  found  on  board  the  vesspls  of  belligerent 
Powers ;  which  being  read, 

Mr.  L.  called  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it-  He 
said  he  underatood  that,  since  yesterday,  a.  mem- 
ber of  ihiB  House  had  applied  at  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  been  informed  that  some 
ioformalion  had  been  received  relative  to  this  sub- 
ject. Perhaps  the  genileman  would  hianielf  slate 
to  the  House    what    he  had  learned  from  that 

Mr.  HtHFER  said,  he  had  only  to  state,  that  he 
had  made  inquiry  ai  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  had  been  informed  that  a  letter  had 
been  received  from  our  Minister  in  London,  en- 
closing an  extract  from  the  Redacteur  (supposed 
to  be  an  official  French  paper)  slating  that  the 
Executive  Directory  had  suspended  the  edict  in 
question.  This  extract,  he  understood,  does  not 
state  the  reason  of  this  auspenaion  ;  but  our  Min- 
ister writes,  (hat  it  was  owing  to  a  threat  at  ihe 
British  GorernmeDt  to  retaliate  upon  French  citi- 
zens wilhin  their  power. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  stood— 52 
to  36,  as  follows : 

Y«*«— John  Allan,  Geotxi  Bmt,  jr.,  Abraham  Bald- 
win, Dsiid  Bard,  Jamei  A.  Bayard,  Robert  Brown, 
Btsjdifla  Balloek,  Samufi  J.  Cabell,  John  Chapman, 
Thomaa  Claiborne,  Wi'lism  Chailei  Cole  Claiborne, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  Jouph 
BgglMon,  Lacai  Elmeodorf,  WilUtun  Fmdl^,  John 
Fowler,  Nathanid  Freeman,  jr.,  Albert  Gallatin,  JimM 
Gilleqiie,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  John 
A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  H>rriM>n, 
Jonathu  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heisler,  David  Htdirxa, 
Ed waid  Livingston,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
William  Matthewa,  Blair  McClenochan,  Joaeph  Mc- 
Dowell, Anthony  New,  John  Nicholao,  Joaah  Parker, 
Tbonua  Fiockney,  Junes  Schuroman,  Tompeon  J. 
Skinner,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Richard  Dobba 
Speight,  Richard  Sprigg,  Richard  SUnlbrf,  Thomaa 
Burner,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Joa^  B.  Varnom, 
AbiatuoD  Veoable,  and  Bobert  Williama. 

Nat*— Bailey  BartleU,  Jonathan  BrMe,  D.  Broab^ 


WiUiamEdmond,Th(HnaaBvana,  Ahiel  Foater.  Dwighl 
Foster,  Jonathan  Fteeman,  Hairj  Qltn,  ChnmE^ 
Qoodiich,  WiUiam  Ootdon,  Roger  Oiiswirid,  Willui 
Hindman,  Hei^dah  L.  Hoanwr,  Jamee  H.  Imlij,  Ji^ 
Wilkes  Killera,  Samod  L;n>«n,  Jamea  Mocbir,  Lnm 
R.  Morria,  Harriaon  G.  Otis,  Iwac  Falser,  JohnKted, 
John  RntledgB,  jr.,  Samoel  Bewail,  ThanaB  Konitkm, 
Nathaniel  SnUth,  Ptieg  Sngoe,  Gsorge  Thabte, 
Richard  Thonua,  TbouM  Tillingfaaat,  Rabat  Wih, 
and  John  Willianu. 

The  resolution  having  been  agreed  lo,  titan. 
LtviHoaToif  and  Harper  were  appointed  acorn- 
mittee  to  wait  on  (he  President  therewith. 

SUNDRY  BILLS. 

The  bill  appiopriating  a  certain  sum  of  money 
to  defray  the  expense  <?  holding  a  treaty  or  Ira- 
ties  with  the  Indiana;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Whealon,were 
severally  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  ofMi.  S.Shitb,  the  Honse  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  estab- 
lish the  compensation  of  officers  employed  iu  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and 
for  other  purposes ;  and,  after  making  soroeamesd- 
ments,  the  committee  rote,  the  House  concurred  ia 
the  amendments,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engroE-sed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Josiah  Parkeb,  the  Home 
resolved  itself  inlo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  fixing  the  pay  of  captains  of  ship!  and 
vessels  of  the  United  States ;  and,  after  some 
amendments,  the  bill  was  reported,  and  ordfirdio 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

[This  bil!  provides  "  (hat  alf  vessels  in  ihf  sn- 
vicE  of  the  United  States,  mounting  20  euns  md 
upward,  be  commanded  by  captains;  those  noi 
exceeding  18  guns  (except  galleys,  which  are  W 
be  commanded  ns  heretofore  provided  by  lav.)l>T 
masters  of  lientenants,  accoraing  to  thesizeofthe 
vessel,  to  be  regulated  by  the  President  of  iht 
United  States ;  that  the  pay  of  a  captain,  com- 
manding ships  of  32  guns  and  upward,  beSfOO 
per  month,  aod  eight  rations  per  day  ;  of  captiio^ 
commanding  ships  of  20  ano  under  32  guns.  t^S 
a  monlh,  and  six  rations  a  day  ;  ofa  master-com- 
mandant, $60  per  month,  and  five  rations  per  diT; 
and  of  tieuiensnls  who  may  command  theiiaall^ 
vessels,  $50  per  month,  and  four  rations  per  d>f; 
that  whenever  any  officer  as  aforesaid  shall  betO' 
ployed  in  the  command  of  a  squadron,  in  separa^ 
service,  the  allowance  of  rations  lo  such  commud- 
ing  officer  shall  be  doubled  during  the  con tinuaDCE 
of  such  command,  and  no  longer,  except  in  ci^ "' 
a  commanding  officer  of  the  Navy,  whoseallo'- 
ance,  white  in  service,  shall  always  be  at  the  file 
of  sixteen  rations  per  day."] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Cljlibobnb,  the  Hon* 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, » 
the  bill  for  amendine  the  act  giving  effect  to  a^ 
laws  of  the  United  States,  in  the  SutevfTeniio- 
see.  The  commiitee  rose  and  reported  the  w" 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  »  'lu™ 
reading. 
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Rtlatiatm  vith  Prancr. 


On  motiimof  Mr.  Moaais,  ibe House  wem  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  providing 
eompetisaiioti  lo  marshals,  jurors,  alioraeys,  ana 
wilaesses ;  and.  afler  some  iioic  speal  ihcrcio.  ibe 
eommiUee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

Fkidat,  February  8. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

The  following  MesMge  was  receired  from  the 

PlESIDBNT  OP  THE  UxiTED  STATES : 

GaUkmen  of  (he  Houtt  of  Sepraentativa  : 

In  pnrMuice  of  ths  leqoeit,  in  your  rMOJTe  of  yw- 
Icrdij,  1 1»;  befbn  70D  ineh  informBtiao  u  I  havB  ra- 
eeited,  londung  ■  ■lupciuion  af  ths  aii^tof  ths  Frvnch 
Republic,  communicatad  to  jonr  Houm  by  my  Ma>- 
N(cof  the  S8th  of  Januuy  U«t  But  if  the  eiecntian 
of  ihal  »ntt  be  niipendai),  or  even  if  it  wen  repealed, 
it  ihould  be  remembered  that  thearr^torthe  Eiecutire 
BirectoiT  <^  the  Sd  of  March,  179T,  remaina  in  force, 
the  Ihird  article  of  which  mbjecti  eiplicitlj  and  exclu- 
■nly  American  ■eamea  to  be  treated  aa  pintea,  if 
fcmid  on  board  ahipa  of  tba  aoamiea  of  France. 

JOHN  ADAMS- 
Ukitib  Statu,  Ftbnimy  IB,  1798. 

Ezfrod  0/  a  Utirrfrmn  Rttfiit  King,  Etg,,  Minuter 

Plenipeteatiary,  fc,  I-ondon,  lo  the  Secrelan/   of 

State,  daUd  2Sth  November,  1798. 

"  Annexed  I  aend  you  a  copy  of  a  note  bom  I.taTd 

GrenTiUa,  reapeeting  the  French  arr£t  tranimitted  to 

yoowithmyNo.  9.     A  late  French  paper  contain!  a 

namd  arrft  which   poetponea  the   execution   of  the 

inL" 

Lard  OrtnmUe  to  ifr.  King. 
Tha  nnderngned,  Hia  Hajeaty'a  Secratarf  of  State 
tx  Fonign  Afiain,  haa  the  honor  of  commanieating  to 
Mr.  King,  Minister  Pleoipolenliary  lor  the  United 
Statea  of  Ameriea,  Ibr  the  inlbnnatii>n  of  hia  Gmarn- 
Btent,  that,  by  a  decree,  publiahed  officially  at  Faiia,  it 
appaara  to  have  been  declared,  in  the  name  of  the 
Ftandi  Diiectory,  that  every  perMO  being  a  oatiTe  of 
or  Diiginallj  belong-ing  to  nenlral  countriea,  or  to  auch 
B  are  in  amity  and  afiiance  with  the  French  Repablic, 
whaihaB  bear  any  commiaaion  under  Hia  Majealy,  or 
nho  ihall  fbim  a  part  of  the  crewa  of  any  Briliah  ihipa 
i^wii,  or  other  veaaela,  ahonid,  on  the  proof  of  that 
fact  alotie,  be  eonudered  and  treated  aa  a  pirate,  and 
Alt  it  haa  been  ordered  that  thta  reaolntioa  ahallbeno- 
lifed  to  the  neutral  Powera,  and  to  thoae  in  alliance 
with  France. 

Eten  thia  decree,  contraiy  aa  it  ia  to  the  uaasaa  of 
vmj  etriltied  natiwt,  cannot  eidte  any  aoijHiae,  as  pro- 
MaAng  from  iboae  in  whoae  name  it  haa  been  publiah- 
*d.  To  the  diflerant  Power*  who  are  thna  inanlled,  and 
"hcae  innocent  inbieete  are  exposed  to  the  most  emel 
treabnanton  the  paitof  aOovernmaatprofesaitigfnend- 
dup  or  lUiuiea  with  thsm,  Hia  Majeaty  muat  leave  it 
to  adopt  toch  meaaurea  aa  they  will,  without  doubt, 
jodse  Dscaaarjr,  in  the  caae  of  an  outrage  hitherto  nn- 
■umptedin  the  history  of  the  world. 

Thg  King,  howerer,  bela,  that  protection  is  alao  due 
fromhintotbaae  who  sail  under  hia  flag,  either  in  Hu 
Mijnty'i  ihips  of  war,  01  in  other  Biiliah  Teaaela ;  Hia 
Majesty  haa,  therefore,  not  heaitated  to  direct  it  to  be 
ngnified  to  the  Commianoner  for  French  piiaoners  in 


Great  Britain,  that  the  first  inaUnce  of  tiie  ai 
this  decree  shall  be  followed  by  the  most  rigorous  retal- 
iation againat  the  French  pruoDers  whom  the  fbrtam 
LT  hasalready,  or  may  bereaftei  place  at  the  King's 


would  certainly  neTci  be  but  with  extreme  reloct- 
anee  that  the  King  could  yield  to  the  paintul  neceesi^ 
of  exposing  so  many  nnfbrtiuula  iodinduala  to  thelatal 
but  ineritable  effecta  of  Uiia  atiodous  decree ;  bnt  Hia 
Majeaty  will  have  at  least  the  satiaftction  offeeling  that 
nothing  has  been  omitted  on  his  part  to  prevent  ita 
execation,  and  that  the  authors  of  it  can  alone  be  eon- 
aidersd  reaponaible  for  all  its  guilt  and  sll  its  conse- 


ORBNTILLB. 

Dew>i>a  eTBisT,  MwessAcr  ST,  17»S. 

Mr.  LivtnosTON  moTed  that  this  commaniea- 
tioD  be  printed. 

Mr.  Allen  obieeted  to  the  motion,  as  it  would 
delay  the  consideration  of  the  bill  proposing  to 
vest  the  President  with  the  power  of  retaliation 
in  certain  cases;  and  it  was  clear,  from  this 
comiounieaiion,  it  ousht  lo  have  no  effect  upon 
that  bill. 

Mr.  LivtNasToif  said  he  was  not  posxeased  of 
that  intuitive  faculty  which  the  geutlrinaii  from 
Connecticut  seemed  10  have,  as  he  seems  prepared 
to  act  on  the  bill  alluded  lo,  without  scarcely  hear- 
ing this  commuDica.tion  read  ;  and,  perhaps,  with- 
out knowing  the  dales  of  the  diflerenl  decrees. 
The  President  has  told  the  House  that  though  the 
obnoxious  decree  has  been  repealed,  there  ts  still 
left  in  force  another  decree.  Does  tne  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  recollect  the  words  of  that  de- 
cree? Or  has  he  had  time  to  examine  whether 
that  decree  is  really  in  force,  or  not  T  If  he  had 
done  this,  Mr,  L.  said  he  had  i 


ihal  the 


would  appear,  from  what  happened  the  other  day, 
■    "  "'  jght  not  to  move  quite  so  rapidly 

The  House  was  then  told  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  Ihal  it  was  im- 
possible that  [his  information  could  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  President,  because,  if  il  had  beea 
received,  the  President  would  undoubtedly  bare 
immediately  sent  it  to  the  House.  [Mr.  Rdt- 
LEooE  said,  he  did  not  use  the  word  impossible, 
but  improbable.^  Mr.  L.  idmiiied  ibis  might  be 
the  word.  But  It  now  appears,  that  the  President 
has  not  only  received  the  information  then  allud- 
ed to,  but  received  it  officially. 

Mr.  Allen  interrupted  Mr.  L.  by  withdrawing 
his  motion.  The  communication  was  ordered  to 
he  printed,  and  was  committed  lo  the  same  Com- 
mittee of  Che  Whole  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in  the  Pre 

EXPENSES,  &C.,  OF  PRISONERS. 

Mr.  Cbahplin  laid  upon  the  uble  the  follow- 
ing resolution; 

Boohed,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  relen«d 
that  pait  of  the  Preaident'i  Speech  which  relatea  to 
invigorating  our  ayatem  of  de6iac«i  be  instraeted  to  in- 
quire whether  any,  and,  if  any,  wlut  proviaion  ought 
to  be  made  by  law  to  defray  the  (ipenae  that  hsa  bean 
or  shall  be  incurred  for  the  subHstence  and  lafiikeeping 
of  all  peraona  who  have  been,  01  hereafter  ahall  be. 
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taken,  by  the  public  or  privtM  wmed  ihipa  of  the  Dni- 
ted  Statei,  ma  detained  u  prisonen  in  punaance  of 
the  laws  thereof;  and  that  thej  hare  leare  to  repot!  bj 
hill  or  othenriee. 

Tfie  resolution  wai  agreed  to. 
SUNDRY  BILLa 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  lime 
■nd  passed : 

The  bill  fixing  the  pav  of  captains  and  com- 
manders  of  liie  ships  ana  vessels  of  wai  of  the 
United  Slates; 

The  act  to  amend  an  act  to  gi?e  effect  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  State  of 
Tenoeaaee ;  and 

The  bill  to  establish  the  compensaiioQ  of  offi- 
cers employed  in  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  KiTTCHA,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
wu.referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  respecting 
the  sale  of  land  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  re- 
ported the  bill  wiih  one  amendment ;  and  the  bill 
•nd  amendment  were  committed. 

Mr.  Habpeh  mored  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  wbom  has  been  committed  ibe  bill,  &«., 
may  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  that  bill,  with  a  view  of  postponing  it  to  the 
next  session. 

After  some  objections  to  this  motion,  Mr.  RuT- 
i.BDa£  wished  his  colleague  would  withdraw  it,  to 
give  way  to  one  for  a  postponement  till  Monday, 
which  was  done.  Tae  motion  was  n^iived, 
there  being  only  26  votes  for  it.  Mr.  Hasfeb 
.k J  I. .; —  which  was  negatived — 


then  renewed  his  d 


The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  this  bill,  and  went  through  it. 
The  amendment*  were  reported  to  the  House,  hut 
not  taken  up. 

Satcroat,  February  16. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  forming  a  Supreme 
Court  in  the  Territory  Northwest  of  Uie  river 
Ohio,  was  read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Qseoo,  the  House  went 

a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  aothorizing 
the  discharge  of  Robert  Sturgeon  from  his  pre- 
sent confinement.  The  bill  was  agreed  to  with- 
out amendment  or  debate,  and  ordered  to  he  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  look  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  of  yesterday,  on  the  bill  to  regu- 
late the  compensation  of  marshals,  attorneys,  ju- 
rors, and  witnesses,  and  having  agreed  to  the 
amendments,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITDTION. 

Mr.  A.  Foster  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution 
proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  with 
respect  to  the  mode  of  elecliag  the  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  by  making 
it  necessary  to  designate  the  person  voted  for  ai 
President,  and  the  person  voted  for  as  Vice  Presi- 
dent; which  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  and  to  be  printed. 


INCREASE  OF  SALARIES. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  hill  for  the  augmeniation  of  the 
claries  therein  mentioned— 

Mr.  Otib  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inseriitkg 
among  the  other  augmented  salaries,  an  officer 
which  he  supposed  had  been  overlooked,  vix  ;  the 
Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies,  3,S00  dollars. 

Mr.  Oheoo  was  opposed  to  the  whole  bill,  aad 
would  therefore  propose  a  motion,  which  he  sup- 
posed would  supersede  that  of  the  geDtlemui 
trom  Massachusetts,  which  was  to  strike  out  the 
whole  section. 

The  Chaihhan  declared  ihe  motion  out  of  or> 

!r,  as  the  bill  consists  of  only  one  section.  The 
gentleman  might  attain  his  oDJect  by  disagreeing- 
to  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Oria's 
amendment,  and  it  was  neg^ived — 15  to  ST. 

Mr.  Varhuh  moved  to  strike  out  ^  tl,7O0,"  the 
salary  fixed  in  this  hill  for  the  Assistant  Postm»a- 
ter  Oeneral,  and  to  insert  in  its  place  "  $2,300." 
The  business  of  this  department,  said  Mr.  V.,  i» 
very  extensive,  and  if  the  salaries  of  the  princi- 
pal officers  of  Government  are  to  he  raised  gene- 
rally, he  thought  this  officer  ought  at  least  to  be 
placed  on  a  footing  equal  to  the  Accountant  of 
the  War  and  Navy  Departments. 

After  some  observations  from  several  members 
favor  of  this  motion,  it  was  carried  without  a 

Mr.  Otib  then  renewed  his  motion  to  advance 
the  salary  of  the  Purreyor  of  Public  Supplies.. 
He  proposed  now  to  make  his  pay  12,600. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said  he  was  opposed  to  this  bill 
altogether;  but  if  it  is  to  pass,  he  wished  the  atte- 
mentation  to  be  kept  within  some  bounds.  He 
had  supposed  it  was  to  be  confined  to  the  Execn- 
tive  officers  of  Ghivemment.  There  was  another 
officer,  viz :  the  Superintendent  of  Military  Stores, 
who  is  obliged  to  reside  in  the  city,  and  whose 
salary  is  only  $1,500.  He  supposed  there  is  the 
same  reason  for  advancing  the  salary  of  this  offi- 
cer OS  that  of  the  Purveyor  of  the  Public  Sup- 
plies. If  the  salaries  of  these  officers  are  to  be 
augmented,  he  supposed  the  officers  of  the  Mint 
would  next  be  introduced,  and  all  other  officers  of 
the  Government  who  live  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  if  he  had  considered  (his  amend- 
ment as  introducing  a  new  principle,  he  should 
have  suppressed  it  He  bad  consiclered  the  pro* 
posed  augmentation  of  salaries  as  heing  confined 
to  officers  connected  with  the  great  departtneotc 
of  Government,  of  which  kind  is  the  Purveyor  of 
Supplies.  The  same  reason  would  apply  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Military  Stores;  (mt  by  no 
means  to  tbe  officers  of  the  Mint. 

Mr.  NioBOLAe  asked  whether  it  is  not  contem- 
plated 10  have  the  duties  of  the  Purveyor  of  Sap- 
plies  divided,  and  a  new  officer  of  this  kind  ap- 
pointed of  the  Navy,  leaving  the  present  officer  to 
the  War  Department. 

Mr.  Otis  believed  such  a  proposition  was  made; 
but  this  would  form  a  perfectly  distinct  question. 

Mr.  NicBoLAS  said,  it  appeared  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  was  determined  to  in- 
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cmse  salaries  at  all  event*,  otherwise  he  would 
Bot  select  a  case  of  this  kind,  the  dutiea  of  which 
are  about  to  be  so  greatly  lessened  by  a  new  ap- 
poiDtmeaL 

Hr.  J-  Williams  observed  it  was  difficult  to 
ascerlaia  what  is  best  lo  be  done  in  this  buMness. 
Two  years  ago  a  bill  of  this  kind  wu  rejected, 
when  there  was  a  greater  necessity  for  the  aug* 
■neniaiiou  than  al  pmeot  Some  of  tbe  officers, 
he  believed  onght  to  liave  their  aalaries  advancedj 
but  others,  he  thouf^bt,  had  quite  enough.  If  gen- 
tlemen  are  deiemuned  firtl  lo  put  in  one  officer 
and  then  another,  he  should  be  oppoMd  to  the 
whole  biU. 

The  question  was  pnt,  and  aegatived,  there  be- 
iag  only  IS  rotes  for  it. 

Mr.  Bhookb  moved  lo  advance  the  salary  of 
the  AccouDtaot  of  the  Wat  Department,  instead 
of  from  $1,600  to  ^3.300,  as  it  stood  in  the  bill  as 

Xrted,  from  Sl,fiOD  to  $3,800.    He  thought  this 
IT  ought  to  stand  on  the  Mme  gronnd  with  the 
Roister  of  the  Treasury. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Ur.  Qreoq  bad  already  aaid  he  was  opposed  to 
the  bill  altcwether ;  but  if  it  was  to  pass,  he  should 
wish  to.ntaEe  it  as  equal  as  possible.  He  moved, 
therefore,  lo  advance  the  salary  of  the  Superin- 
lendenl  of  Military  Stores,  from  91,500  lo  t2,000. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Hr.  GiLi^TiH  moved  a  limiiation  clause,  pro- 
Tidiag  that  this  bill  shall  coDlinae  in  forve  two 
years  and  no  longer. 

Mr.  HtKTLBY  was  in  favor  of  the  limitation 
clause.  A  part  of  bis  constituents,  it  would  be 
recollected,  bad  prayed  the  House  to  use  as  much 
ccoDomy  as  possiUe  in  ihe  administraiioQ  of  Gov. 
eniineal ;  but  he  doubled  not  that,  when  they  are 
informed  that  the  present  salaries  of  our  officers 
were  fixed  when  the  Government  first  commenced, 
when  83,000  would  have  purchased  as  much  as 
$8,000  will  now  purchase,  they  will  be  convinced 
of  the  propriety  of  the  proposed  advance.  He 
thopght  it  would  be  most  prudent,  however  to 
Itmii  the  law. 

Mr.  Haiper  moved  an  amendment  to  this  lim- 
itation clause,  which  was.  to  strikeout  "two," and 
insert  "  three  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of 
■be  aeii  session  of  Congress,"  as  he  did  not  think 
two  years  would  afford  sufficient  time  to  try  ihi 
ctueriment  of  this  law. 

Mr.  Gallatih  had  no  objection  to  this  amend- 
mmi.  He  sapposed  the  friends  of  this  bill  ^ 
upon  the  ground  chat  our  officers  are  not  able  'to 
lire  in  this  city  upon  their  present  salaries.  A 
jjwill  be  recollected  that,  in  the  year  1800,  thi. 
Beat  of  Government  is  lo  be  removed,  and  as  the 
^pmses  of  living  may  be  lower  in  the  Federal 
City  than  at  Pbiladelpbia,  heshontd  wish  to  have 
tbewbjcct  again  under  consideration,  in  a  year 
"f '*o  «fi«  the  change  has  taken  place. 

Mr.  NioBOLAB  hoped  ihis  clause  would  not  be 
*r^  to.  At  to  the  idea  of  reducing  salaries 
cnceesiabiished,  he  believed  it  to  be  perfectly  falla- 
«ont;  itwasa  thing  that  never  did,  and  he  would 
'entnre  to  say,  never  will,  happen  ;  for,  if  the  ex- 
*Mue  of  living  at  the  Federal  City  was  lowei 


than  at  Philadelphia,  the  officers  will  only  have 
to  increase  their  siyle  of  liviog.  To  agree  to  this 
clause,  would  be  giving  a  color  lo  this  bill  which 
be  did  Dottbiak  it  deserves^  viz;  that  the  salaries 
are  increased  on  account  of  the  present  expensive- 
ness  of  livinf[.  On  the  contrary,  he  rather  thought 
the  proposition  was  made  now  from  an  idea  that, 
if  the  aogmeataiioa  was  not  now  obtained,  the 
rate  of  living  would  become  so  much  more  rea< 
sonable,  from  present  appeatanceti,  than  it  has 
been,  that  the  augmeniatioa  never  would  be  ob- 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  when  he  proposed  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  salaries  of  the  principal  offieera 
of  onr  Government,  he  did  not  do  it  from  an  idea 
that  the  price  of  livina  would  fall  so  much  that  if 
not  done  now,  ii  could  not  hereafter  be  done.  Nor 
did  he  think  ibis  idea  of  a  considerable  fall  in  the 
price  of  provisions  having  taken  place,  or  being 
likely  to  take  place,  was  correct  it  wbh  trne  that 
there  had  been  a  fall  in  the  price  of  markets  in  thi* 
city,  owing,  probably,  to  the  loss  of  people  by  the 
late  fever,  and  to  the  great  quantity  of  provisions 
which  were  brought  to  market  when  the  disorder 
had  subsided.  But  no  fall  has  taken  place  in  the 
other  large  cities,  and  the  present  low  prices  can- 
not be  expected  to  continue  here-  Flour  bad 
lately  riseo  two  dollars  a  barrel ;  coffee  is  high,  and 
almost  all  imported  article*  have  risen  in  value. 
When  the  salaries  of  onr  officers  were  fixed,  600 
barrels  of  flour  could  be  purchased  for  t3.000; 
whereas  now  not  many  more  than  SOO  could  be 
purchased  with  the  same  money.  Many  of  the 
other  necessaries  of  life,  and  bouse  rent,  have 
risen  in  the  same  proportion.  Nor  could  it  be  ex- 
pected that  we  shall  ever  see  things  at  the  same 
rate  as  formerly,  since  there  is  a  constant  defwe- 
ciation  taking  place  in  the  value  of  money. 

Mr.  Habfek  said,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had  exhibited  two  q^oalities,  which  he  was  much 
in  the  habit  of  showing,  viz :  a  moat  uncharitable 
temper,  and  a  total  want  of  information  on  the 
subject  upon  which  he  speaks.  He  tells  the  com- 
ttee  that  gentlemen  who  support  this  bill  ate 
L  actuated  by  the  motives  which  they  assume 
advocating  it ;  that  the  officers  eanoot  live 
upon  their  present  salaries ;  but  by  a  deceitful  mo- 
tire,  which  they  keep  out  of  view,  to  catch  at  the 
embers  of  expiring  "'S^  prices,  knowing  that,  a 
litile  time  heoce,  it  wul  appear  that  there  is  no 
necessity  for  this  advance ;  that  it  was  our  object 
to  get  an  augmentation  of  salaries  at  anr  rate. 
In  the  next  pUce  he  had  shown  a  want  of  know- 
ledge on  the  subject ;  since  the  price  of  living  haa 
not  fallen  in  any  considerable  degree,  and  will  not 
fall,  whilst  the  cause  which  makes  the  price  of 
produce  rise,  exists,  and  the  cause  ol  the  tempo- 
rary depressjon  in  price,  as  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  has  ceased  to  exist.  To  these 
causes  of  depression  in  the  price  of  produce  may 
be  added  the  stagnation  of  our  commerce ;  b«t 
does  this  stagnation  at  present  exist  1  Never  was 
commerce  as  flourishing,  and  the  commercial  spi- 
rit BO  high,  as  al  present.  The  mercantile  twrt 
of  the  community  begin  now  to  fled  that  tnay 
beloDg  toaaalton;  tlu  aim  ofQoveiameat  luu 
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been  extEuded  for  their  support,  and  the  con  se- 
quences will  be  an  enhaacemeDl  ia  the  prievs 
of  (he  necessaries  of  life,  which  are  the  basis  of 
our  cominerce.  With  these,  bouse  rent,  iabor, 
and  erery  thing  else  will  rise.  But.  he  believed,  the 
fall  in  price,  upon  which  gentlemen  dwell  so 
much,  had  been  very  incoosiderabte.  He  did  not 
beliere  that,  if  any  housekeeper  in  this  city  were 
to  examine  his  house  expenses  for  the  last  rear, 
be  would  find  them  much  less  than  any  ol  ibe 
late  preceding  years.  And,  as  these  hi g^  prices 
have  been  occasioned  by  an  influx  of  wealin  into 
the  country,  there  is  no  reason  lo  expect  a  fall  in 
tbein.  The  only  reason  to  expect  a  change  in 
the  price  of  living  to  the  officers  of  Qo?ernmenC, 
is  grounded  upon  the  remoTal  gf  tbe  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment to  tae  Federal  City.  It  may  happen 
that  the  price  of  liTing  may  be  much  lower  inere, 
and,  if  so,  the  salaries  may  be  put  again  upon  tbe 
old  fooling.  On  ifaii  account  the  limitation  clause 
was  proposed. 

Mr.  Harbison  said,  he  would  vote  for  the  li 
itatioo  clause.  When  a  gentleman  speaks  of  the 
ignorance  of  others,  he  ought  lo  be  ceriain  that  he 
has  taken  the  right  view  of  the  subject  himself, 
which  he  did  not  believe  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  done,  it  was  not  owing  to 
the  arm  of  Qoverment  being  extended  to  tbe  pfo- 
tectioD  of  commerce,  that  ihe  price  of  produce  has 
risen;  it  is  owing  to  defective  crops.     But  that 

Entleman  never  lost  anopportuniiy  of  introducing 
I  faroriie  topic — the  nar^,  to  which  almost 
every  ad  vintage  we  possess  is  ascribed. 

Mr.  Bayasd  would  almost  as  soon  have  the 
bill  lost  altogether,  as  to  pass  with  a  limitation 
clauae.  For,  if  tbe  principal  officers  of  Govern- 
ment  receive  (5.000  a  year  for  three  years,  it  may 
be  expected  that  they  will  live  at  that  rate ;  and 
would  it  not  be  unjustifiable  and  cruel,  at  the  end 
of  thai  period,  to  reduce  Ihe  salaries  again  to 
^.500 1  It  certainly  would.  On  what  principle 
IB  it,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  salaries  are  proposed  to 
be  augmented  7  Is  it  to  enable  our  officers  to 
live  1  No  ;  be  supposed  they  would  not  starve  if 
they  had  only  one  thousand  dollar*  a  year.  Tbe 
object  was  to  enable  them  to  lire  as  gentle- 
men, which  they  cannot  do  upon  their  present 
allowance.  They  cannot  live  in  the  manner  in 
which  the  officers  of  Ihe  United  Stales  ought  to 
live,  to  enable  them  to  associate  with  that  rank 
in  society  with  which  thejr  ought  to  associate, 
and  to  live  in  a  manner  which  woald  be  credita- 
ble to  the  United  States,  and  becoming  Ihe  digni- 
ty and  character  of  the  nation.  We  ought,  there- 
ioie,  said  Mr.  B.,  in  augmenting  and  fixine  these 
salaries,  to  proceed  on  permanent  principles,  and 
not  because  ihe  expenses  of  living  in  this  city 
may  be  greater  than  ihey  will  be  in  the  Federal 
City.  Mr.'B.  did  not  think  $5,000  too  much  for  the 
Heads  of  [he  Deparimenia  of  ibis  Government 
anywhere.  What  ground  ought  lo  be  taken  in 
estimating  what  these  salaries  ought  to  be  1  He 
thought  it  a  proper  way  to  ask  what  is  ihe  price 
of  the  best  talents  in  the  United  Stales,  as  this 
ought  to  be  given  in  order  to  induce  men  of  the 
first  talents  and  respectability  to  eome  forward 


pd  serve  their  country  1     If  not,  ihey  will  em- 

Cloy  themselves  in  business  in  which  they  can  get 
etier  paid.  And  will  genllemen  »sy  that  85,000 
a  year,  either  here,  oi  in  any  other  place,  is  a 
grealtor  sum  than  such  a  person  could  gel  in  a 
different  line  of  business  1  When  ii  is  considered 
how  much  the  national  i merest  depends  upon  the 
exercise  of  (heir  talents,  it  is  a  measure  of  econo- 
my inilead  of  expense,  lo  bold  out  eocouiagement 
to  the  best  talents  in  the  United  States  for  the 
Heads  of  our  Departments. 

Gentlemen  say  ihey  wish  to  vole  for  this  clause, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  public  sentiment  upon 
this  au^entation,  before  it  be  made  a  pennonenl 
regulation.  He  knew  no  measure  better  calcula- 
ted to  create  noise  and  clamor  in  tbe  community 
than  a  limiuiion  of  this  aci.  He  knew  thai  this 
augmentation  would  be  unpleasant  to  some  por- 
tions of  the  community,  as  it  would  carry  with  it 
an  idea  of  an  increase  of  taxes ;  and  its  being 
limited  would  set  the  whole  country  in  a  flame. 
Petitions  and  remonstrances  would  be  sent  here 
against  the  law,  and  we  should  have  persons  going 
from  State  lo  State  to  encourage  ihe  disconteni, 
and  Congress  mighl  be  compelled  to  reduce  Ihe 
salaries,  nowevei  reasonable  they  mighc  appear. 
But,  if  ihe  law  passes  without  a  limitation,  there 
will  be  an  end  of  the  business.  From  ibe  depre- 
ciation which  had  taken  place  in  our  citculsting 
medium,  owing  to  the  establishment  of  banks,aDa 
from  other  causes,  he  did  not  think  $5,000  are 
now  eqnal  to  what  $3,500  were  when  the  salaries 
were  first  established. 

Mr.  N1CB0LA.B  said,  be  shonld  noi  attempl  to 
answer  that  part  of  tne  ohservations  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  which  spoke  of  hii 
(Mr.  N's)  want  of  information.  To  talk  of  him- 
seir  would  exhibit  a  self-conceit  peculiar  only  to 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  To  equal 
him  in  this  respect  would  be  impossible,  since  it 
is  his  constant  and  favorite  employment  10  sound 
bis  own  praise. 

Mr.  N.  was  far  from  charging  Ibe  oentlemtn 
from  South  Carolina  with  any  concealed  views 
in  respect  to  the  augmentation  of  salaries.  He 
well  knew  he  bad  constantly  been  in  favtv  of  high 
salaries,  and  of  many  other  expenses.  He  ihere- 
Ibte  always  expected  this  from  him,  and  he  knew 
no  reason  why  he  should  not  be  in  favor  of  them. 
He  recollected  thai,  (wo  years  ago,  that  gentle- 
man was  very  anxious  to  make  an  augmentatioD 
of  these  salaries.  But,  Mr.  N.  observed,  he  bad 
said  that  a  fall  had  taken  place  in  the  price  of  the 
necessaraies  of  life,  and  an  appreciation  in  the 
value  of  money,  which  made  tnis  advance  parti' 
cularly  improper  at  this  time.  He  was  well  in- 
formed that  (bis  fall  could  not  be  reckoned  at  les 
than  33  per  cent  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolioa,  he  presamad,  bad  no  informaiion  on  this 
subject,  except  what  he  got  from  boarding-honsesi 
but  he  believed  it  ia  notorious  that  both  house- 
rent  and  meat  are  much  lower  than  ai  any  lime 
within  the  two  last  years;  and  if  there  is  this  de- 
creaae  in  the  price  of  living,  the  suspicion  arises, 
which  he  before  mentioaed,  that  gentlemen  are 


wuicn  ne  oeiore  msDUOueu,  inai  genuemeu  ni^ 

.afraid  no  time  will  arrive  hereafter  which  will 

Digitized  byGOOgle 


mSTORT  OP  CONGRESS. 


FisRouv,  17d9.] 


[H.  or  R. 


iflbid  a  belter  proipect  tban  the  preMut  for  kug- 
mtoiiiur  ihme  salaries. 

Mr.WALN  did  not  koov 

n  from  Viroioka  got  his 


not  him»eir  betiev 
ofliTiDg  in  Philadelphia 


I  by  that  gentlen 
mi;  have  fallen 


t  whence  the  renile- 
informatiau.  He  did 
'  such  faU  ID  the  price 
had  taken  pUce  as  was 
nan.  Butcher's  meat 
D  price,  and  the  rents  of  small 
komi,  Dccaaiooed  hy  the  loss  of  maay  of  oai 
citizeDi  bf  the  late  contagions  ferer;  but  he  be- 
liered  the  expenses  of  a  lamily,  taken  altogether, 
ue  ti  high  aa  they  hare  been  in  any  preceding 
year.  He  bad  do  doubt  these  expenses  bare 
doubled  within  tbe  last  ten  year*.  He  did  not 
think  the  highest  buiu  which  had  been  coatem- 
plaled,  therefore,  more  than  aufficient ;  nay,  he 
was  certain,  that  to  enable  the  Heads  of  Depari- 
DMDts  to  live  comfortably,  and  ia  a  manner  which 
erery  gentleman  thiakt  they  ought  to  live,  wiih- 
□Dl  intrenching  on  their  private  forinaes,  they 
onghi  to  have  at  least  5000  doUari  a  year. 

Mr.  Brooks  was  of  opinion  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  who  had  just  sat  dawn, 
that  these  sums  are  not  too  large  for  a  permanent 
salary.  He  was  well  aware  that  this  subject  is 
ESpable  of  being  turned  to  great  adrantage  to 
those  geDtlemen  who  are  opposed  to  the  advance 
□r  nlaries ;  but  he  should  always  be  in  favor  of 
what  be  thought  necessary,  however  unpopular  it 
might  be.  In  addition  to  what  had  been  advanced 
by  the  gectlernan  from  Pennsylvania,  which  he 
thoDght  conclusive  as  to  the  price  of  living,  he 
thought  the  salaries  of  public  officers  ought  — 
only  to  be  sufficieal  to  enable  them  to  live  c 
fortablv.  but  also  to  leave  them  some  clear  gains, 
not  only  for  tbe  education  and  provision  of  their 
children,  but  to  lay  by  somethiog  against  old  age. 
And  he  was  willine  to  risk  this  opinion,  not  only 
(o  his  constituents,  out  to  the  world.  G^entleroen 
may  call  this  prodigality  j  but  he  believed  it 
woold  be  the  best  economy  to  hold  out  enconr- 
igemenl  to  proper  persons  to  accept  of  these  offi- 
ce*. The  whole  lUgmeotaiioD  proposed  will 
amount  only  to  about  15,000  dollars  a  year,  and 
what  is  this  sum  compared  to  what  may  be  lost 
by  employing  improper  persons  in  these 
ant  departments  of  QoTernment  1 

Mr.  R.  WtLLiAMi  said,  he  should  rote  both 
■gainst  chia  amendment,  and  against  the  bill.  He 
had  observed  a  constant  propensity  in  certain  gen- 
tlemen in  this  House  to  raise  the  salaries  of  pub- 
lie  officers,  but  be  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  as 
lowering  a  salary.  The  ai^uments  made  use  of 
in  favor  of  the  proposed  augmentation  are  mere 
matters  of  course;  and  there  coald  be  no  doubt 
that  after  the  salaries  of  these  gentlemen  are 
raised,  all  the  other  officers  of  the  Qovernmeni 
will  follow.  If  the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  is  to  prevail,  that  our  officers  are 
not  t«  be  paid  accordiog  to  their  services,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  axpense  of  living ;  but  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  move  in  a  certain  line  in  society, 
there  would  be  no  knowing  to  what  our  salaries 
may  be  extended ;  for  first  onr  officers  must  rise 
up  to  a  certain  rank  in  society,  and  then,  he  sup- 
posed, if  they  were  inclinea  to  mount  higher, 


society  must  follow  them,  and  by  this  means  their 
expenses  will  be  continually  increasing.  He  had 
heard  no  good  reason  for  advancing  tne  salaries 
at  present,  and  our  treasury  not  being  in  a  state  to 
neet  unnecessary  expense,  he  hoped  neither  the 
imendnieni,  nor  the  low  itself  would  pass. 

The  question  on  the  limitation  clause  was  put 
ind  negatived— 46  to  39. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill ;  and 
on  the  question  "  shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading'?"  it  was  negatived — 15  to  42.  So- 
the  bill  was  lost. 

Monday,  February  18. 

Tbe  bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of  Robert 
Sturgeon  from  his  confinement,  and 

The  bill  providing  for  the  compensation  of 
marshals,  clerks,  attorneys,  jurors,  and  witness- 
es, in  the  Courts  of  the  United  Stales,  for  repeat- 
ing such  parts  of  the  former  law  as  are  therein 
mentionett  and  for  other  purposes,  were  read  the 
third  lime  and  passed. 

A  hill  from  the  Senate  making  an  appropriation 
for  defraying  tbe  expenses  which  mav  arise  ia 
carrying  into  effect  certain  treaties  wiln  tribes  or 
nations  of  Indians,  was  read  and  eommilled. 

A  bill  from  tbe  Senate  making  compensation 
to  James  Mathers,  for  his  services  and  expenses 
as  Sergeant-at' Arms  of  the  Senate,  during  the 
recesSj  was  read  and  committed,  as  was  also 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  giving  eventual  authori- 
ty to  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  aug- 
ment the  Army.  [This  bill  gives  the  President 
authority,  in  case  a  war  shall  break  out  between 
the  United  States  and  anv  foreign  Power,  or  in 
case  of  imminent  danger  ol  such  war,  in  his  opin- 
ion to  exist,  to  organize  and  raise  twenty-four  rai- 
ments of  infanrry,  one  regiment  of  riUemen,  and 
three  regiments  of  cavalry.  The  President  is  al- 
so authorized  to  call  out  the  volunteer  corps,  on 
all  occasions  in  which  he  is  at  present  authorized 
to  call  out  the  militia,  provided  that  he  does  not 
call  a  greater  proportion  ftom  any  one  State,  than 
he  is  authorized  to  call  out  of  the  militia,  by  the 
law  which  directs  the  80,000  militia  to  he  held  in 
readiness.  If  it  be  necessary  to  carry  this  law  in- 
to effect,  two  millions  of  dollars  are  appropriated 
tor  the  purpose.] 

On  the  question  for  reading  this  bill  a  second 
time,  it  was  carried — 45  to  37. 

INCREASE  OF  SALARIEa 

Mr.  Allen  believed,  from  what  appeared  on 
the  discussion  of  the  Dill  on  Saturday  for  aug- 
menting the  .salaries  of  certain  officers  of  the 
United  States,  that  there  is  a  majority  of  thia 
House  in  favor  of  advancing  the  salaries  of  some 
of  the  principal  officers  of  the  Qovernmentj  be 
believed  the  chief  difference  in  opinion  was  as  to 
the  rate  of  this  advance.  In  order  to  bring  the 
aubjeet  again  before  the  House,  he  proposed  a  reso- 
lution for  augmeniiag  the  salaries  of  the  following 

officers:  dollars,  viz.:  the  Secretary  of  Stata, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Secretary  of  War, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  the  Assisiant  Post- 
master OeneraL 
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Mr.  D.  FoBTER  moved  U>  refer  this  resolutioo 
10  K  Cammiltee  of  the  Whole,  but  ihiH  being  ob- 
jected to  by  Mr.  McDowBLL,  it  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  tb«  table. 

SALE  OF  NORTHWESTEHN  LANDS. 

The  Honse  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  ameDdiD){ibe  law  providing 
for  the  sale  of  laod  Norihwest  nf  the  river  Ohio ; 
when,  after  some  discussion,  and  several  amend- 
meots,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr,  Craie  for  the 
committee  to  riae,  with  a  view  of  posipooing  the 
further  consideration  of  ic  till  the  oext  sessioD. 
This  motioD  was  carried,  and  the  bill  was  post- 
poned accordiogly. 

COMPBNBATION  OF  CLERK8. 

On  motioD  of  Mr.  Mahfeb,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  ihe'Whole,  on  the  bill  to 
rwulate  and  fix  the  compensatioii  of  clerks ;  and 
after  introducing  some  amendments,  the  two  prin- 
cipal of  which  were,  to  allow  (he  Postuastei 
Oeoeral  84^50  for  clerk  hire,  aod  an  additiooal 
clerk  of  $801)  salary  to  the  War  Office,  the  bill 
was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading.  Tlje  bill  was  read  the  third  time 
next  day,  and  passed. 

CAPTURE  OF  FRENCH  VESSELS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Otis,  the  House  went  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  RtrFLeocE  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  hill  encouraging  the  capture  of 
T^nch  armed  vessels,  by  armed  ships  or  vessels, 
owned  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  for  allowing  salvage  in  ceriain  cases. 
The  bill,  which  proposes  a  bounty  on  guns,  ac- 
cordiog  to  their  sizes,  having  been  rs'ad, 

Mr.  McDowell  observed,  that  this  hill  is  simi- 
lar to  the  one  which  vras  two  or  three  diSerent 
dmes  negatived  at  the  last  session.  At  that  time, 
he  considered  (he  si(ua(ion  of  this  country  more 
darmiog  than  at  present,  and  the  conduct  of 
France  more  likely  to  drive  us  to  extremities  than 
it  bas  since  been.  Knowing  this,  he  did  not  ex- 
pect gentlemen  would  have  introduced  a  bill  of 
this  kind.  Finding,  however,  that  gentlemen  are 
dot  satisfied  with  things  as  they  are,  but  are  de- 
rirous  of  hiring  the  people  of  the  United  States  to 
make  war  upon  France,  though  ihevare  unwilling 
to  declare  war,  and  not  being  willing  to  give  bis 
tote  to  any  such  measure  he  should  move  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  put,  when  there  appeared  43 
TOtee  for  it,  and  42  against  it,  and  the  Chairman 
said,  "it  is  carried,"  before  he  declared  bis  rote  to 
be  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  committee  to  rise, 
and  negatived — 43  to  42. 

Mr.  Allek  asked,  whether  the  former  question 
could  be  considered  as  carried,  the  Chairman  hav- 
iox,  by  mistake,  omitted  to  vote. 

The  Chairman  considered  a  maioiiiy  of  the 
committee  as  desirous  of  availing  themselves  of 
fa  is  mistake. 

Mr.  Habpeb  said,  it  was  clear  that  every  m 
bei  in  the  committee  is  obliged  to  decide  one  ^ 
or  other,  and  therefore  the  Cbaimuui  has  a 


right  to  omit  voting,  when  his  Tole  will  affect  a 
decision ;  and,  if  he  omits  to  vote  through  in  in- 
advertency, any  member  in  the  committee  has  a 
right  to  call  upon  bim  to  vote. 

Mr.  Dattom  ([the  Speaker)  said,  he  must  be 
permitted  to  deliver  his  optDioo  on  this  occasion ; 
which  was,  that  the  question  was  decided  against 
striking  out  the  first  section.  Having  i^aid  this. 
he  would  add,  that  the  Speaker  would  be  justified 
in  refusing  to  receive  a  report  from  the  Caairmaa 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which  went  to 
destroy  that  portion  of  the  biU ;  since  erety  mem- 
ber must  know  (hat  a  bill  is  not  sent  to  a  Commit- 
:ee  of  tlie  Whole  to  report  their  disagreement  to 
t,  but  to  examine  and  amend  its  details. 

Mr.  NicHOLAa  said,  this  was  starlit^  a  new 
question,  to  whiah  the  attention  of  the  committee 
ought  not  at  present  to  be  dr*w&.  Mr.  N.  sup- 
posed the  best  practice  would  be  not  to  attack  the 
principle  of  a  bill  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
Out  the  mntleman  from  New  Jersey  mnsl  allow, 
that  he  has  seen  it  done  in  a  thousand  instances, 
without  any  objection  being  made  to  this  course, 
except  the  bill  has  only  one  section,  and  then  the 
absurdity  of  the  practice  prevents  its  being  acted 
upoD.  As  to  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey's 
saying  he  should  consider  himself  authorized,  as 
Speaker,  to  refnse  a  report  from  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  provided  he  re- 
ported a  disagreement  to  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  he  tbooght  it  an  extraordinary  assertioo,  if 
so,  said  Mr.  N.,  we  tnay  as  well  hud  onr  tongnet, 
if  the  Speaker  is  to  tell  the  committee  he  wiH  act 
in  this  way,  or  that,  with  respect  to  the  report  of 
their  chairman. 

The  Speakbr  said,  be  did  not  say  he  would  act 
in  this  way  or  that,  but  that  he  should  be  justified 

It  amounted  to  the  same  thing,  Mr.  N.  said,  is 
he  supposed  the  Speaker  wonld  do  his  duty,  and 
if  he  thought  he  ought  to  refuse  the  report,  he 
would  of  course  do  so.  In  Mr.  N'e  opinion,  if  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  of  which  the  Speaker 
ishimself  a  member,dTrect  their  chairman  to  make 
a  report,  the  Speaker  must  receive  it.  and  thit  he 
haa  no  right  to  make  any  objection  to  the  report, 
be  it  what  it  may.  Mr.  N.  did  not  believe  the 
rules  of  the  House  retjuire  the  Speaker,  or  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  vote, 
except  in  cases  where  they  hare  a  casting  vote. 
When'  their  vote  may  tie  a  question,  they  may 
^ive  it  or  not,  as  they  please.  At  any  rate,  hav- 
ing not  only  taken  that  ijuestion,  but  decided  in- 
other,  he  hoped  the  decision  would  not  now  be 
called  in  question. 

Mr.  McDowell  concurred  in  this  opinion. 

The  Chairman  declared  the  question  to  have 
been  decided.  Finding  members  inclined  to  take 
advantage  of  his  mistake,  knowing  it  oould  only 
have  a  temporary  effect,  he  acquiesced  in  the  de- 
cision. Having,  therefore,  declared  the  qnesDoo 
carried,  except  there  be  an  appeal  from  the  Chair, 
there  can  he  no  further  question  upon  it. 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  comatiltte  to  m*. 

Mr.  KiTTB«*  objected  to  this.  He  hoped  (M 
bill  would  &ial  be  gone  through  -,  t<x.  if  m«e  >* 
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a  DwjorJtf  in  hror  of  tb«  bill,  thpy  will  disngree 
to  tbe  report  of  ib«  commiitee  to  strike  out  the 
first  section,  and  the  bill  will  be  screed  to. 

Mr.  Nicholas  sod  Hr.  Siw&li,  eoDcurred  in 
this  opinion. 

Tbe  question  oDrinn;,  was  ptHnndneniitred — 
48  to  25. 

The  bill  was  tben  gone  through,  and  the  com- 
niitec  rose,  and  reported  om  amendineat,  riz., 
their  dinmcment  to  the  fini  section. 

The  HoDse  io<A  it  op;  and  the  queition  bdog 
npDB  concarriBgwitlt  thereport  uftKeComtnitiee 
ohbe  Whole, 
Mr.  NfCBOLtB  called  tb«  Teas  and  naftnpon  it. 
Mr.  8.  Smitb  wished  to  know  from  the  chair- 
mu  of  the  committee  which  reported  this  hill, 
whit  is  its  object?  It  had  alrettdf  been  twice  ro- 
JRttd  at  a  fomer  session.  The  object  was  than 
said  to  be  to  encoarage  our  mercbanu  to  arm  their 
Tcssels  to  gnard  their  reaaeK^,  and  to  repel,  and  to 
attack  French  ]HiTateen.  Hare  the  merchHati 
or  this  conntrf  wanted  any  encoaragement  of  this 
kind  to  indace  them  to  arm  their  ressels?  Hare 
they  not  armed  them  to  a  Greater  degree  ifaaD  any 
one  eonid  hare  expected?  No  man  eootd  have 
supposed,  that,  in  the  short  space  of  six  months, 
300  merchantmen  would  have  been  armed.  See- 
ing, therefore,  that  there  is  no  want  of  ibis  en- 
cDurat^meDt,  by  allowing  a  bounty  on  guns,  why, 
wd  Mr.  S.,,  shall  we  expend  the  money  of  the 
United  State*  in  this  way  1  Noc  a  ressel,  more  or 
Ihs.  wiU  be  taken  ob  account  of  this  encourage- 
ment.  Oenilemen  were  opposed  to  raising  cer- 
tain salaries  tbe  other  day,  Deeauve  our  Treasury 
eannot  spare  the  money,  yet  they  are  about  to 
larish  it  away  to  no  purpoae  br  Ibis  bill.  He 
conld  see  no  reason  lor  paning  ihis  bill,  yet  if  it 
ii  passed,  said  Mr.  B.,  my  consiiineuts  will  be 
benefited  more  by  it  perhaps,  than  those  of  atiy 
M her  gentleman  oa  inisAoor,  since  they  own  mora 
armed  shipa,  baTing  S9,  which  is  more  than  oue- 
fifth  of  the  wb<de  number  in  the  Unired  States. 
He  did  not  think  it  right  to  expend  the  money  of 
the  pnblie  upon  a  measure  which  could  b«  of  no 
o  the  United  BtMM. 
■AMFLiif  was  aatonii     ._    . 

ef  the  senileman  from   Maryland   .-   

Wlien  the  sabjeci  of  arming  merchant  Tesicia  was 
nnder  cotnideration  at  the  last  aenioo,  that  gen- 
tleman was  apposed  to  it ;  the  expense  he  said 
would  be  eoormoiH,  the  object  would  nerer  he  ai^ 
■vered,  and  merchants  would  nerer  go  into  the 
■leanre.  It  is  now  seen  the  conbary  has  taken 
place. 

Hr.  C.'s  idea  was,  howerM',  that  though 
greater  number  of  ves*^  had  been  armed  than 
fonid  hare  been  expected,  yet  they  hare  itot  armed 
""o  eSectnal  a  manner,  as  if  encouragement  had 
■)eeQ  given  to  them  to  do  m.  Eight  or  ten  in- 
stances, he  beliered,  had  occurred,  of  our  ressels 
taring  engaged  French  prirateers,  and  driren 
taemoB^bnt  not  a  wngle  instance  of  capture;  and 
vtt  a  plain  reason,  beeanse  there  was  no  tnduee- 
nent  to  make  such  a  capture,  the  privaiaets  being 
oftooUtileTalueiD  thetMelres  to  take  any  trouble 
■h«at    UwM.     It  was    ncceasary,    therefore,    to 


make  them  of  more  value,  by  allowing  a  bounty 
on  their  guns,  according  to  their  size.  For  bis 
part,  he  thought  it  of  iuBnite  consequence,  that 
whea  a  French  armed  vessel  strikes  to  one  of  our 
mere  ban  t-meii,  that  they  should  be  encouraged  to 
take  it,  and  bring  it  into  port,  as,  by  capturing  one 
of  these  privateers,  twenty  or  thirty  of  our  own 
vessels  might  be  saved.  He  did  not  know  that 
the  proposed  bounty  would  increase  the  number 
of  oar  armed  vessels,  but  it  would  certainly  in- 
crease their  force.  He  remembered  the  other 
day,  when  tbe  subject  of  the  Narv  was  under  con- 
sideration, the  gentleman  from  Maryland  concur- 
red with  the  gentleman  from  PenuBylranis  iti 
the  idea  that  alt  the  advantage  received  from 
our  armed  force  at  sea,  was  not  due  to  our 
Nary,  bat  part  of  it  to  our  private  armed  vessels, 
though    he    had   been  originally  opposed  to  the 


Mr.  Otis  observed,  that  it  was  somewhat  sur- 
prising that  the  Kentleman  from  Maryland,  who 
was  himself  one  of  the  committee  which  reported 
thii  bill,  should  call  upon  that  committee  for  in- 
formation as  to  the  object  of  the  bill.  [Mr.  Smith 
said  he  was  in  Maryland  at  the  time  the  hill  was 
reported.]  The  gentleman  must  know,  however, 
that  it  was  considered  as  forming  a  part  of  our 
system  of  defence.  He  say*  this  bill  was  lost 
three  times  at  the  last  session;  but  it  will  be  re- 
coll  cted,  Mr.  O.  said,  that  it  was  lost  once  by  ac- 
cident, on  a  questioa  of  order,  and  once  because 
some  gentlemen,  friendtv  to  toe  bill,  thought  it  a 
violation  of  the  rules  of  tbe  House,  to  bring  for- 
ward the  subject  again,  after  it  had  been  once  do- 
cided  ;  and  that  when  the  question  was  first  taken 
upon  the  bill,  several  of  its  friends  were  absent. 
Mr.  O.  considered  the  bill,  therefore,  as  standing 
on  original  principles ;  and,  in  order  to  judge  of 
its  expediency^  it  wilt  be  necessary  to  recur  to  the 
great  object  of  our  maritime  preparations ;  which 
was,  to  break  up  the  nest  of  French  prirateota 
which  swarmed  tn  the  West  Indiaseas— an  object 
clearly  within  our  power — and  it  is  for  the  House 
to  determine  whether  this  bill  would  not  gire  en- 
couragement which  would  further  the  breaking 
up  of  that  nest.  In  his  opiDion  it  would.  He  tie- 
lieved  that  many  of  the  privateers,  which  run  into 
little  rivers  and  small  hays,  will  be  ferreted  out 
by  our  merchant  vessels,  when  this  eoouurage- 
meat  is  held  out  to  them ,  and  that  manv  of  our 
merchant  vessels,  on  their  return  home,  will  cruise 
in  aid  of  onr  public  armed  vessel^  if  this  encou- 
ragement be  given.  At  present,  however  well  a 
merchant  vessel  is  armed,  it  wilt,  in  ordinary 
cases,  make  the  I>«<t  of  its  way  home,  and  rather 
get  out  of  the  way  of  privateers,  than  endeavor  to 
capture  them ;  and  in  order  to  induce  inch  ves- 
scu  tostop  and  ^ive  battle  to  these  priralcers,  this 


encouragement  is  g iv 

The  eentleman  froi  ^  .    

that  if  this  bill  passe*  into  law,  it  will  be  beaeflcial 


n  Maryland  has  discovered, 


fais  coftitituenta.  It  was  formerly  said,  that  il 
woDld  be  beneficial  only  to  the  Bastem  Statea. 
As  the  gentleman  is  now  convinced  the  law,  if 
passed,  will  be  beneficial  to  his  cODstttnents,  upoa 
a  littl*  further  invest^aiion.  ha  hoped  that  gao- 
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tleman  woald  find  it  lo  be  his  duty  to  pursue  the 
iDterest  of  his  constituents. 

With  respect  to  France  havinf;  shown  a  more 
moderate  disposition  towards  this  country  than 
formerly,  be  cuuld  only  aay.  in  one  word,  gentle- 
men who  draw  these  conclusions,  thought  very 
diQerently  from  him.  He  saw  no  measure  of  the 
French  Government  which  is  not  covered  by  du- 
plicity, whether  he  looked  to  the  Ezecutire  Di- 
rectory itself,  or  to  i\a  agents,  in  which  gentlemen, 
innocently  perhaps,  co-operate,  to  throw  us  off  oor 

fuard,  aod  lull  us  into  a.  lalse  security.  Let 
'ranee  repeal  her  obnoxious  laws;  Dothinff  short 
of  this  CRD  evince  her  sincerity.  Nothing  short  of 
this  ought  [o  impede  our  measures  of  defence. 
All  the  songs  which  they  have  sung  to  this  coun- 
try have  b^n  more  fitting  to  be  sung  to  children 
th«n  to  thejwople  of  the  United  Slater. 

Much  might  be  said  upon  this  subject.  He 
knew,  however,  that  there  are  some  gentlemen 
who  believe  thai  everything  said  by  the  French 
Republic  is  to  be  regarded  as  Gospel  Irutb ;  and 
that  their  words,  and  not  iheii  actions,  ought  to  be 
attended  to.  He  hoped,  however,  ihiH  is  not  the 
sense  of  a  majority  of  this  House,  but  that  gentle- 
men  generally  consider  our  situalion  as  more 
hazardous  now  than  it  was  at  the  last  session; 
and  that  the  dignity  aod  honor  of  the  country  are 
more  concerned  to  keep  up  our  defensive  men- 
Bores.  For  these  general  reasons,  noiwithstand- 
ins;  the  eagerness  of  fome  members  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  avail  themselves  of  a  mis- 
take to  destroy  the  bill,  he  hoped  that  it  would 
now  receive  the  sanction  of  the  House. 

Mr.  JoBiAB  Farkeb  said,  he  intended  to  have 
voted  for  this  bUl ;  but  he  had  just  been  informed 
that  the  President  has  this  day  nominated  to  the 
Senate  a  Minister  lo  go  to  France,  and  he  should 
not  be  willing  to  go  into  any  hostile  measure  that 
might  injure  that  negotiation.  The  President 
having  taken  ibii  step,  some  favorable  chance  in 
onr  situation  with  respect  to  France  must  nave 
occasioned  it,  and  the  probability  is,  that  we  may 
have  peace — an  event  most  desirable  to  this  coun- 
try. Having  this  information,  he  should  vole 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  RuTi-BnoB  moved  an  adjournment,  which 
was  negatived— 48  to  42. 

Mr.  RuTLEnoE  said,  the  first  question  now  be- 
fore the  committee  appears  to  be,  whether  it  is 
the  policy  of  this  country  to  destroy  the  French 
privateers  which  infest  our  trade;  the  next,  whe- 
ther it  will  be  most  for  the  interest  of  this  coun- 
try to  destroy  them  by  holding  out  an  encourage- 
ment to  our  merchant  vessers  to  effect  the  busi- 
Be*«,  or  whether  we  ought  to  augment  our  naval 
force  for  the  purpose.  In  his  opinion,  the  former 
would  he  less  expensive,  and  equally  efficacious, 
and  therefore  be  was  in  favor  of  it. 

It  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, that  the  private  armaments  of  this  country 
have  exceeded  all  calculation.  He  speaks  cor- 
rectly on  this  subject,  and  this  furnishes  a  reason 
why  our  commerce  has  so  huddenty  revived.  It 
has  revived  from  its  depression  bjr  meant  of  pri- 
vate umameata,  and  the  question  is  now  whaina 


Dg  out  encouragement  to  industrious  enterprise, 
rhe^  gentleman  from  Marvland  says,  thai  bar- 

Bt  afibrd  i., 

,      ,  .nihis 

his,  Mi.  R.  said,  was  not  precisely  the 
case.  i,uiiwas  not  the  argument  chiefly  n^ 
against  those  nugmen  tat  ions,  it  was  (and  he 
thought  it  a  very  fallacious  armament)  that  liriog 
was  become  cheaper  than  it  had  been.  But  just 
when  the  House  is  about  to  decide  on  this  qses- 
tion,  a  gentleman  rises  and  says  it  will  be  wrong 
to  pass  this  law,  beeaose  a  nomination  has  beea 
made  to  the  Senate  of  a  Minister  to  go  to  Freaee. 
He  did  not  know  how  the  gentleman  received  his 
informatioD  of  this  nomination  ;  but  if  it  shonld 
have  taken  place,  and  it  be  thooght  necessary  m 
this  account  not  to  pass  this  hill,  it  may  stop 
where  we  leave  it.  If  peace  be  likely  to  be  oh- 
taioed,  DO  man  would  wish  less  than  him  to  frus- 
trate it.  If  he  saw  peace  in  prospect,  if  be  sawi 
probability  of  an  honorable  negotiation,  no  one 
would  be  more  ready  to  embrace  it  than  he ;  bill 
he  neveilheless  thought  It  would  be  improper  fat 
the  House  to  act  upon  this  information.  Ht 
trusted,  therefore,  this  hill  would  be  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  said  he  was  certainry  averse  to 
this  bill  at  the  last  seision,  as  well  as  to  sopl« 
other  plans  which  were  called  measures  of  de- 
fence, for  which  he  then  gave  his  reasons,  and  in 


fortunate  enough  lo  intro- 
duce amendments  which,  in  his  opinion,  went  to 
make  certain  measures  less  objectionable ;  bat  he 
had  been  aeainst  no  substantial  measure  of  de- 
fence. He  \ae-w  such  assertions  as  had  this  dty 
been  boldly  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Rhodt 
Island,  had  gone  forth  to  the  public  in  someof  the 
public  prints.  Mr.  S.  now  declared,  and  a  recar- 
rence  to  the  Journals  would  confirm  this  decltn- 
tion,  all  such  assertions  to  be  wholly  unfounded. 
It  must  be  recollected,  that  so  far  from  oppostpff 
the  armins  of  merchant  vesaelL  he  declared  on 
this  floor,  that  the  President  had  no  right  to  pro- 
hibit their  arming,  since  merchants  had  a  niiunl 
right  to  arm  their  vessels.  And  this  had  almys 
been  his  language.  He  had  already  said,  ibst  be 
believed  this  hill  conld  answer  no  good  purpose, 
as  the  encouragement  it  holds  out  woula  not  in- 
duce a  single  merchant  vessel  to  go  out  of  iiswiy 
to  take  French  privateers,  their  cargoes  are  g^e- 
rally  too  valuable  to  be  thus  sported  with,  if  the 
encouragement  held  out  was  to  be  so  large  ss  to 
encourage  the  fitting  out  of  privateers,  that  would 
be  another  eonsideiation,  but  he  was  certain  it 
would  have  no  effect  with  respect  to  meiebinl 

Mr.  GoonnioB  did  not  think  it  ought  to  beta 
established  principle  in  this  House,  that  when  it 
hears  informally  of  anything  being  done  in  ihl 
Senate,  or  of  anything  being  done  by  France  ihal 
has  a  favorable  appearance,  that  it  ought  imme- 
diately to  arrest  its  proceedings.  If  so,  it  will  it . 
anytime  be  in  the  power  of  France  to  prereal 
onr  potting  ouraelvea  in  a  poature  of  defence.  Ve 
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know  DolhiiiK  at  present,  said  Mr.  Q.,  of  the  miii- 
sion  wbich  Oas  been  meattooed.  It  may.  Tor 
ai^ht  we  know,  be  soother  attempt  to  drive  m 
fran  the  strong  ntiund  which  we  are  liking  for 
OUT  defBiiee;  aaawhat  effect  will  it  have  upon 
ihe  coaacila  of  a  forrigo  nation,  to  be  told,  that 
the  Terv  moment  we  beard  it  lisped,  not  by  bu- 
ihoritf  .bat  by  amember  in  this  House,  without  any 
regular  information  upon  the  subject,  that  the 
PmideDt  b«*  nominated  a  Minister  to  treat  with 
Fnace.  the  consideration  of  an  important  bill  was 
iDspenaed  ;  that  the  spirit  of  the  ^ntleman  who 
hu  beea  ihe  most  zealous  in  patroDisin^  our  Navy, 
is  immediatdy  relaxed,  and  he  determines  to  vote 
■gkioM  a  meamre  of  defence,  wbich  he  before 
snpporied?  He  saw  no  reason  for  this,  but  the 
eonrrary,  since  if  the  disposition  of  Prance  is  in 
my  degree  changed  towards  this  country,  it  must 
be  seen  to  be  entirely  owio^  to  our  baviog  acted 
with  wme  degree  of  spirit,  in  preparing  to  resist 
hcT  ODtrageooi  conduct.  We  have,  therefore,  said 
Hr.  O.,  ihs  strongest  reasons  for  maintaioing  our 

?r(iaBd,  nntil  the  moment  of  determined  peace, 
'his.  he  said,  was  our  practice  in  our  Revolution- 
vy  war,  when  the  same  arts  were  practised.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  on  reflectioo,  the  gentle' 
mto  rrom  VirgiDJa  would  still  vote  in  favor  of 
this  bill. 

Public  economy,  Mr.  G.  said,  required  this  taw, 
ID  order  to  excite  iadividnal  enterprise  to  make 
captures  of  French  privateers ;  and,  since  private 
vmamenti  hare  been  found  so  important  to  the 
United  States,  if,  bv  holding  out  n  small  reward, 
you  can  excite  and  invigorate  this  spirit,  a  very 
nloalde  purpose  will  be  attained  at  a  very  small 
eipcDie,  and  we  may  be  certain  that  the  expense 
can  never  exceed  Che  b^iefit,  since  they  must  go 
haad  Id  hand. 

Hr.  Q.  acknowledged  that  the  spirit  for  private 
"~tiiK  had  bera  creat.    Before  that  spirit  Ihe 
icb  privateers  Have  retired.    But  is  thtre  no 


Frenct 


ss?    la  order  to  prevent  this  from 
place,  aitd  to  encourage  the  capture  as  well  as  the 
npolsion  of  Frem^h  privateers,  he  hoped  this  bill 
would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Otih  rose  to  acknowledge  his  obligations 
to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Parkeb)  for 
fnrDishing  him  with  a  stronger  argument  in  sup- 
port of  this  bill  than  had  heretofore  been  urged. 
If  Ihs  Preeideni  of  the  United  States,  who  hu 
always  been  disposed  to  restore  peace  to  the  coun- 
try wheaerer  an  opportanity  offered,  has  pro- 
ceeded to  nominate  a  Minister  to  treat  with 
Fnnce,  we  onghc,  said  Mr.  0.,  to  be  very  careful 
that  the  Minister  so  nominated  goes  to  France 
under  auspices  more  favorable  than  his  predeces- 
sori.  It  was  clearly  his  opinion,  that  if  the  n^o- 
liatioQ  with  that  country  is  to  be  renewed,  it  ought 
to  be  accompanied  witn  a  continuation  of  deter- 
mined measures  on  oar  part,  of  that  defence  which 
a^  already  been  adopted,  until  the  negotiation 
(ball  be  brought  to  a  favorable  eonelusion ;  if  not, 
we  may  expect  our  negotiacion  to  terminate  like 


single  glimpse  of  hope  for  pence,  that  hope  will 
be  briglitened  if  our  Minister  goes  under  the 
strongest  preparations  of  this  country  for  war,  in 
case  our  negotiations  should  not  succeed.  If  out 
first  Envoys  to  France  had  been  thus  supported, 
I^obable  we  should  have  had  peace  long 
;  or  if  this  had  been  the  ease  witn  respect  to 
our  late  Envoys,  they  might  have  been  able  to 
bring  their  negotialioa  to  a  farorable  issue ;  for  if 
there  appears  any  favorable  symptom  in  the  pre- 
!«nt  conduct  of  Prance,  it  oas  certainly  been 
brought  about  by  measures  of  which  this  bill 
forms  a  part — measures  which  seem  to  have 
awakened  the  Directory  of  France  to  a  sense  of 
their  true  interest — measures  which  have  con- 
vinced them  that  their  party  in  this  country  is 
not  so  strong  as  they  expected,  and  that  we  have 
spirit  to  resist  their  oppressions.  Therefore, 
though  he  did  not  think  it  waa  in  order  for  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  to  notice  the  nomina' 
tian  which  he  had  mentionedj  yet,  if  anv  infer- 
ence might  be  drawn  from  it,  it  ought  to  be,  that 
whilst  we  hold  the  olive  branch  in  one  hand  we 
ought  to  hold  the  sword  in  the  other.  He  under- 
stood, however,  that  this  nomination  Is  merely  a 
conditional  one,  empowering  our  Minister  at  the 
Hague  to  proceed  to  PrancR  whenever  be  shall 
be  caovJQced  that  France  will  receive  him  as  the 
Minister  of  a  free  and  powerful  nation.  But  surely 
a  circumsiauce  of  this  kind  ought  not  to  affect  the 
passage  of  a  bill  like  this.  U  it  did,  the  House 
might  as  well  go  on  and  repeal  our  Army  and 
Navy  laws.  He  hoped,  however,  that  what  had 
fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  waa 
ily  the  reijult  of  that  pleasurable  feeling  which 
y  one  experienced  at  the  prospect  of  pace ; 
lie  hoped  the  gentleman,  for  his  own  credit,  as 
as  in  consideration  of  those  friiinds  who  have 
of  late  been  proud  of  his  assistance  in  putting  this 
country  in  a  state  of  defence,  would  still  vole  for 
this  hill.  Bat  as  the  minds  of  gentlemen  may  not 
be  perfectly  satisfied  on  the  subject,  he  should  be 
glaa  if  the  House  would  adjourn,  and  he  renewed 
that  motion  ;  which  was  agreed  lo— 49  to  47. 


ToEHDAY,  Fehniary  19. 

A  quorum  of  members  being  aaaembled,  the 
Clerk  called  the  House  to  order,  and  said,  that  he 
had  just  been  informed  that  the  Speaker  was  so 
much  indisposed  this  morning  as  to  be  unable  to 
attend  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  wished  a  Speaker  pro  tem. 
to  be  appointed ;  but  a  motion  being  made  to  ad- 
journ, it  was  carried  by  a  considerable  majority. 

Wednesday,  February  30. 
Mattbew  Lton,  from  Vermont,  appeared  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAWa 

Mr.  LiviifosTon  said,  he  had  received,  under 

cover,  a  number  of  petitions  from  the  State  of 

Vermont,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  alien  and  sedi 


those  of  other  nations  with  that  Republic.    If  the    tion  laws;  which  he  begged  leave  to  present  to  the 
— :_-.;,_  _<■_...-.         FntncB  affof  da  us  a  1  Houae.   Oneofwbichbarit)gbeeiiread,in  which 
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among  their  other  objectioos  lo  the  laws,  the  pe- 
titioners complain  of  haviag  been  depriveil,  by  the 
seditioa  law,  of  their  Represeataiire  in  CooKress 
for  the  greater  part  ol  the  present  session ;  Mr.  L. 
moted  to  hare  the  whole  referred  to  the  select 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  other  peti- 
tions relative  lo  this  subject ;  but  on  Mr.  Galla- 
tin's suggesting  that  he  understood  that  commit- 
tee is  ready  to  report,  and  that  it  would  therefore 
be  better  to  suffer  ihe  petitions  to  lie  un  the  table 
imtil  that  report  is  made,  and  then  have  the  whole 
referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
that  coarse  was  taken. 

CAPTURE  OF  FRENCH  VESSELa 

The  House  took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  encouraging  the  cap- 
tare  of  French  privateers  b^  allawittg  a  bounty 
on  guns,  and  the  motion  being  to  concur  in  the 
agreement  of  the  committee  to  strike  out  the  Grst 
section  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  Macon  said,  there  were  some  other  obser- 
vations made  the  other  day,  when  this  subject 
was  under  confideration,  wnich  he  thought  very 
foreign  to  the  subject.  The  history  of  this  bill 
during  the  last  session  was  given.  The  House 
was  told  it  was  three  times  rejected — once  by  trick. 
He  was  surprised  lo  hear  two  gentlemen  make 
use  of  this  expression.  If  there  was  any  trick,  it 
certainly  was  among  those  gentlemen  who  bad 
BO  frequently  brought  the  subject  before  the  House. 
It  bad  been  said,  also,  that  it  was  once  rejected  by 
accident.  It  was  the  Srst  time  he  had  ever  heard 
it  urged  as  a  reason  for  reconsidering  a  subject, 
that  certain  members  had  before  voted  acciden- 
tally upon  it.  Another  reason  was  given,  that 
the  vote  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  had  been 
improperly  obtained,  by  taking  advantage  of  a 
mistake  of  the  chairman.  By  the  rules  of  the 
House,  Mr.  M.  said,  the  Speaker,  or  Chairman  of 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  has  a  casting  vot&  or 
they  may  ti^  a  rote ;  but^  after  the  chairman  had 
declared  the  question  carried,  it  might  be  supposed 
he  did  not  mean  to  vote,  or  if  he  did  that  hemeant 
to  vote  with  Ihe  majority. 

Nothing,  then,  seems  more  decided  than  that 
the  sense  of  the  Legislature  is  opposed  to  a  bill  of 
this  kind.  Another  circumstance  occurred,  which 
be  thought  equally  strange ;  which  was,  that  the 
sentleman  from  Massachusetts  should  have  so 
Kelingly  regretted thatagenlleman  (Mi-.Pabkkr} 
had  expressed  his  intention  of  voting  against  this 
Ull.  He  thought  these  uncommou  arguments  on 
the  passage  of  a  bill. 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  had  seen  a  tetter  printed  in  the 
lapers  from  one  of  oui  naval  comiDanders  in  Ihe 
West  ladies,  wherein  he  says,  that  American  ves- 
sels sail  into  the  neighborhood  of  the  French 
islands,  in  ordered  to  be  carried  in  ;  that  they  af- 
terwards get  away,  pretending  to  have  made  their 
escape,  and  soon  return  with  another  cargo.  He 
alM>  mention*  having  fallen  in  wiih  oiie  of  these 
vessels,  evidently  steering  for  a  French  island, 
but  the  vessel's  papers  were  so  well  managed,  and 
die  captain  and  mate  understood  each  other  so 
well,  toat  he  could  make  nothing  of  them.    If, 


said  Mr.  M.,  the  laws  for  suspending  our  inM^ 
course  with  France  and  her  possessions  can  be  m 
easily  evaded,  might  it  not  be  expected  thai  this 
law  would  be  evaded,  and  that  privateers  migta 
be  fitted  oat  in  the  West  ladies,  and  brought  lo  a 
certain  latitude,  for  the  purpose  of  being  takent 
He  had  no  doubt  this  would  be  the  case. 

Whatever  geattemen  may  say  to  the  conliaiy, 
the  reasons  for  passing  this  bill  at  the  last  sessico, 
were  much  stronger  than  at  present.  Itwaslhca 
said,  that  except  a  law  of  this  kind  was  paaed  to 
encourage  the  taking  of  [Item,  privateers  wooU 
come  into  out  ports.  We  find  that  this  is  farfrca 
being  the  case  at  present  One  of  the  captaim  of 
our  armed  vessels  writes,  that  there  are  no  prtT*- 
teers  to  be  seen  in  the  West  Indian  seas,  bat  tint 
they  conliued  themselves  in  port,  being  cosh 
pletely  blocked  up;  nor  had  he  heard  raiertasaa 
fof  passing  this  law  now  which  was  not  orged 
last  year,  and  the  reasons  against  it  are  cenainlf 
much  stronger  than  they  were  at  that  time.  BineB 
that  time,  said  Mr.  M.,  we  have  done  aaottiei 
thing  which  we  never  did  before;  we  have  pub- 
licly advertised,  that  we  are  ready  In  borraiT 
money  at  eight  per  cent.  Therefore,  uow,  wkta 
our  situation  is  so  much  belter  than  it  was  •! 
that  time,  aad  when  all  the  money  we  pay  out 
in  this  way,  will  be  borrowed  at  this  extra vagiat 
interest,  he  hoped  the  bill  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  that  when  this  bill  mt 
before  under  discussion,  he  had  stated  that  ool 
situation  with  respect  to  France  appeared  to  be 
more  favorable  than  last  year.  This  whs  denied 
by  the  genileman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Otis.) 
He  considers  our  danger  greater,  and  this  bill  moit 
necessary  than  at  that  time  ;  and  has  gone  on  to 
remark,  that  all  ihat  was  said  about  our  improved 
situation  with  respect  to  France,  were  songs  oA} 
fit  for  children,  and  not  for  the  people  of  America- 
He  was  of  a  different  opinion ;  they  were  the 
songs  of  peace,  and  as  sucli,  he  believed,  suited  to 
the  people  of  this  country,  who  wish  to  livtia 
peace.  And  if  that  genlleoian  knew  more  of  ibi 
evils  attendant  on  war  than  ha  does,  he  cetlsinlf 
would  not  be  so  ready  to  embrace  them  as  he  ap- 
pears to  be. 

But  he  thought  the  gentleman  from  Masaebu- 
setts  mistaken  as  lo  our  lituation ;  he  believed  it 
to  be  much  belter  than  it  was  at  the  last  session. 
He  formed  ihia  opinion  from  the  despatches  of 
Mr.  Gerry,  who  declares  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that 
Franca  is  sincerely  disposed  to  make  peace ;  and 
more  particularly  from  the  President  having  nomi- 
oated  a  Minister  to  treat  with  France,  though  k( 
had  declared  he  never  would  send  another  Minis- 
ter until  he  should  receive  asmrances  that  he 
would  be  received  as  the  Minister  of  a  great,  fr«^ 
and  powerful  nation.  He  supposed,  therefore,  thii 
the  President  has  received  these  assurances,  and 
that  we  have,  on  this  account,  some  reason  to 
hope,  that  a  reconciliation  between  the  iivo  Oov- 
ernments  will  take  place. 

He  was  opposed  to  this  bill,  because  it  nighi  be 
the  means  of  bringing  ths  country  into  difficult)*' 
and  war;  it  was  giving  lo  one  part  of  onrciiiitB' 
iha  power  lo  embroil  the  whole.    No  osecMiT 
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has  been  shown  to  exist  for  this  law ;  it  is,  indeed, 
aid  to  be  necesMry  to  keep  down  the  prirateers 
of  Prance,  bat  we  find  \>y  letters  which  have  just 
been  published,  from  the  commander}  of  our 
armed  resseli,  that  there  are  very  few  to  be  seen. 
Bnt  supposing  there  are  yet  a  nnmber  of  them. 
whit  better  use  can  our  public  artned  vessels  be 
nit  to  than  to  go  afber  them  1  They  must  either 
be  employed  in  doing  this,  or  sent,  where  he  did 
not  wish  them  to  go.  to  the  European  seas,  or  kept 
awless  at  home. 

Ur.  HcD.  alluded  to  what  had  been  said  mboat 
the  Tote  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  baring 
been  obt«ined  by  trick.  He  thought  it  uken  per- 
fectly fair,  aud  trusted  it  would  be  conSrraed  by 
the  Honse. 

Mr.  OiLLATtN  would  not  hare  troubled  the 
Honae  on  this  subject,  had  it  not  been  for  the  re- 
lUTk  of  the  geotleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Otib)  immediately  before  the  adjournment  took 
jittx  on  Monday.  He  told  the  Hoose  that  the 
ToiE  en  this  atibject  onrbt  itot  to  be  influenced  by 
the  nomii»tioii  of  a  Minister  to  go  to  France ; 
and  be  precluded  any  answer  being  then  given  to 
the  remark,  by  moTing  an  adjoDroment. 

For  my  part,  said  Mr.  Q.,  I  do  not  consider  this 
bill  as  rery  important  in  itself,  and  I  have  always 
been  at  a  tow  to  know  why  (here  appeared  to  be 
K>  great  an  anxiety  lo  hare  it  passed.  It  is  said, 
we  ought  not  lo  recede  from  the  ground  we  hare 
taken ;  and  really,  from  the  argnmeots  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Masaachusetts,  it  would  appear  that 
there  was  a  motion  before  the  Honse  lo  prevenl 
on  merchants  from  arming  iheir  vessels,  or  our 
mbhe  Teasels  from  takinc  French  privateers. 
This  measure  brings  us  to  tne  question,  not  whe- 
ther we  will  recede,  but  whether  we  will  pro- 
grew.  The  object  of  this  bill  is  not  to  authorize 
any  new  measure,  bnt  it  is  to  give  a  boanir  to 
merebantt  to  do  what  they  are  already  authorized 
—  '-     The  only  question  Ja,  whether  it  will  pro- 


mote the  taking  of  French  privateers?    He' be- 
lieved it  wonM  prodoee  no  effect 
blanks  in  the  bill 


lieved  it  wonM  prodoee  no  effect  at  all,  except  thi 
blanks  in  the  bill  are  to  be  filled  with  sums  which 
would  produce  a  very  serious  demand  on  our 
Treasury.  The  t*ject  of  merchants  is  to  make  a 
tafe  and  quick  voyage,  and  if  privateers  will  keep 
oat  of  their  way,  they  will  never  go  in  search  of 
them:  and  if  ihey  should  fall  in  with  a  privateer, 
their  aim  would  be  self-defence,  and  not  capture, 
nnee  to  attempt  thiamighthazBrd  the  lots  or  their 
vend  and  valuable  cargo,  and  lake  from  ibem 
means  of  defence  against  any  other  aliaek,  since 
the;  mnst  put  their  own  men  on  board  die  cap- 
tured privateer. 

It  ig  clear,  therefore,  said  Mr.  O.,  that  one  of 
two  things  must  lake  place,  either  we  must  give 
saeh  a  bonnty  on  the  frnas  of  privateers  as  will 
^ke  the  expense  of  taking  them  greater  than  the 
benefit,  or  elie  it  will  become  a  mere  rontter  of 
"peeaUiioo,  or  small  vessels  will  be  fitted  out  on 
pnrpoae  to  obtain  the  bonnty.  When  privateers 
are  ukin  by  other  countries,  they  are  always 
Uien  by  their  vessels  of  war,  and  seldom  by  let- 
Iwi  of  marque. 

Bat  it  19 aaid  this  oMaaiue  ought  to  be  lakcn,in  , 


order  to  ill 

showing  our  determination  l< 

commodation  does  not  take  place.     On  the  tame 

Sounds,  Mr.  O.  said,  a  declaration  of  war  laigbt 
urged. 

As  to  ihe  eflect  lo  be  expected  from  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Minister  to  treat  with  France,  be  con- 
sidered it  mereljr  as  opening  a  door  to  negotiation. 
He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
•elts,  that  it  ought  by  do  means  to  be  considered 
as  putting  an  end  to  the  dispute  between  the  two 
countries.  It  may  succeed,  or  not.  But  this  step 
having  been  taken,  he  did  not  think  proper  to  go 
into  a  measure  of  this  kind,  especially  since  it  can 
be  attended  with  so  little  rood  effect. 

Mr.  JoBian  Pabkek  Eaid.  when  he  gave  notice 
to  the  House  on  Monday  oi  the  Domination  of  a 
Minister  to  so  to  France,  and  declared  that,  on 
that  account,  ne  should  vote  against  this  bill,  he 
did  not  do  »  because  he  was  willing  to  relax 
from  any  of  our  measures  of  defence  or  offence 
against  the  French ;  hut  because  he  thought  the 
measure  proposed  by  this  bill  puerile  and'  ineffec- 
tual, and  therefore  unnecessary.  When  he  made 
this  declaration,  he  was  sorry  to  differ  in  opinicm 
from  the  seDtleman  from  Massachusetts,  with 
whom  be  nad  had  the  honor  to  vote  very  fre- 

auenlly.  At  the  same  time  that  he  said  this,  he 
eclared  himself  ready  to  abide  by  every  measure 
of  defence  yet  adopted,  and  even  to  taxe  hiaher 
ground  than  has  yet  been  taken ;  for  he  had  no 
opinion  either  of  the  maEOauimity  or  sioceriiy  of 
the  French  Republic.  He  believed  they  had  no 
desire  for  peace,  except  such  as  arose  from  their 
changed  situation.    He  thought  it  better,  how- 


House  that  be  would  never  send  another  Minis- 
ter to  France  until  he  received  assurances  that 
he  would  be  properly  received  j  he  believed  the 
President  hod  received  these  assurances  from  the 
French  Minister  at  the  Hague,  through  our  Min- 
ister there. 

Mr.  P.  thought  the  second  section  of  this  bill, 
allowing  a  salvage  on  the  retaking  of  any  of  our 
vessels,  ought  to  pass ;  the  first  he  hoped  woiJd 
be  struck  out. 

Mr.  PiHCKNET  was  sorry  to  differ  in  opinion 
from  the  Ken  tie  man  just  tat  down  as  to  ihe  expe- 
diency ofpassing  this  bill.  He  did  not  think  it  a 
measure  of  great  importance;  but,  as  an  addition- 
al measure  of  defence,  it  ma^  have  some  effect, 
and  he waAlhereforeforagreeingtoit.  Heihonght 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Oilu- 
tin)  had  put  the  prospect  of  a  negotiation  with 
France  upon  a  proper  footing;  and  he  agreed 
with  that  gentleman  that  we  ought  not  to  vary 
the  gronnd  we  have  alread)^  taken ;  but  he  did  not 
think  that  any  augmentation  of  force  would  be 
going  off  the  ground  originally  taken. 

wKat.  asked  Mr.  P.,  was  the  ground  taken  at 
Ihe  last  session,  and  acted  upon  at  this  7  It  was, 
that  we  should,  bv  all  means  in  our  power,  pre- 
pare for  onr  defence,  more  especially  that  we 
should  add  to  every  measure  of  defence  to  which 
our  revenue  is  adequate,  on  the  ocean.    We  hare 
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shown  ihis  lo  be  our  deteriDinatioD  both  ai  ihe 
last  session  and  this,  and  our  preparationa  have 
oa\Y  been  limited  by  our  ability  to  make  them. 
This  measure,  therefore,  is  a  conlinnatice  of  the 
same  ground. 

This  bill  reverts,  therefore,  altogether  upon  the 
qaestion  of  expediency,  aod  this  ne  thought  the 
proper  fooling  on  which  to  place  it.  The  gentle- 
man from  PennsTlvania  has  objected  to  its  expe- 
diencv,  because  ne  says  it  will  be  inef&caciaus. 
Mn.  F.  would  give  a  short  aaswer  to  this,  which 
weu,  that  its  expense  will  he  commeasurate  with 
its  utility.  There  is  no  doubt,  if  it  has  aoy  effect 
■t  all ;  if  it  induces  any  private  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  Stales  to  bring  into  our  ports  priva- 
teers which  are  depredatiog  on  our  commerce,  no 
moderate  reward  could  be  too  great  to  be  given 
for  Ihis  advantage.  And  if  there  is  nothing  done ; 
if  the  law  proves  ineffectual,  then  Ihe  public  is 
nothing  out  of  pocket.  It  is  one  of  those  cheap 
expedients  which  may  be  beneficial,  but  which 
can  have  no  bad  consequence*. 

Mr.  W.  Cl^ibori4E  said,  when  this  bill  was 
first  proposed  at  the  last  session,  he  viewed  it  as 
bottomed  on  a  narrow  policy — as  calculated  to 
produce  no  general  good — as  a  mere  burlesque 
when  spoken  of  as  a  measure  of  defence.  He 
therefore  voted  against  it,  and  was  happy  to  find 
himself  in  a  majority  on  the  occasion.  When  the 
bill  was  proposed  the  second  lime,  bis  first  impres- 
sions respecting  it  were  not  removed ;  and  at  that 
period  the  situalioa  of  our  country  called  at  least 
as  much  for  measures  of  defence  as  it  does  at  the 
present  period.  Nay,  more.  How  comes  it,  then, 
asked  Mr.  C,  that  this  bill,  afier  having  been 
twice  considered  and  rejected,  that  it  should  now 
appear  so  slrikinely  proper  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  CarotinaT  Let  him  read  the  bill,  and  he 
cannot  declare  it  imnortaot  as  a  measure  of  de- 
fence. Let  him  look  over  the  report  of  the  Se< 
cretary  of  the  Navy,  whose  duty  it  ia  to  recom- 
mend to  the  Legislature  what  appears  to  him  use- 
ful for  our  defence  in  that  De|Mrtment,  and  he 
will  not  find  a  measure  of  this  kind  ever  glaaced 
at.  Let  bim  also  examine  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  of  this  House,  appointed  to  consider 
whatever  relates  to  the  Navy,  and  he  will  find  no 
bounty  on  cannon  recommended.  Supported  by 
these  two  authorities,  and  bis  best  judgment,  he 
must  continue  opposed  lo  this  measure. 

He  was  of  opinion  that  we  ought  not,  on  ac- 
count of  tlie  late  nomination,  to  relax  our  mea- 
sures of  defence,  not  ought  we  to  go  further  by 
taking  any  step  which  might  tend  lo  widen  the 
breacn  between  the  two  countries.  Though  he 
had  heretofore  been  opposed  to  some  of  the  mea- 
sures of  defence,  he  would  not  at  present  revoke 
them.  But  thinking  this  bill  unnecessary,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  he  hoped  it  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  said,  that  previous  to  the  question 
being  taken,  he  would  state,  that  if  be  thought 
this  measure  essential  to  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, be  would  give  it  his  vote ;  but  believing  it  un- 
essential, he  should  vote  against  it.  He  agreed 
that  the  cyttem  adopted  at  the  last  session  ought 


!  instaotn  he 


not  to  be   departed   from.     In  son 
should  be  for  making  it  stronger. 

Mr.  Habpgr  believed  that  gentlemen,  in  lli«it 
deliberations  on  this  subject,  have  fallen  IniD 
some  mistakes  as  to  the  course  which  ihi>  bill 
took  at  the  last  session.  Mr.  H.  gave  the  hiiurt 
of  this  bill,  and  also  spoke  of  the  decision  nliicl 
bad  taken  place  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  u 
by  no  means  conclusive.  On  the  general  policf 
of  the  measure,  he  was  not  inclined  to  make  ui 
observations.  He  believed  it  was  well  uoderitood ; 
but  be  would  not  omit  this  occasion  of  deeluiBg, 
that,  in  his  opinion,  its  policy  had  not  been  chang- 
ed by  the  nomination  which  has  taken  place  of  i 
Minister  to  treat  with  the  French  Repubhc. 

It  is  said  thai  an  intimation  has  been  made,  wA 
through  the  Dutch  Mintsier,  but  through  the  Si- 
cretary  of  Legation  at  ibe  Hague,  to  our  MiniEUr 
there,  that  the  French  Qovernment  is  disposed  to 
receive  any  Minister  Plenipotentiary  which  t( 
may  choose  to  appoint,  suitable  to  the  digniir  il"« 
to  the  representative  of  a  great,  free,  and  iDd^ 
pendent  nation.  This  intimation  having  beet 
given  to  the  President,  ha  has  thought  it  proper 
to  meet  the  advance  so  far  as  lo  nominate  a  Min- 
ister, which  Minister  is  to  go  to  France,  profided 
he  shall  receive  assurances  of  being  properly  re- 
ceived, and  a  Minister  of  equal  rank  appointed  lo 
treat  with  him. 

This  change,  Mr.  H,  said,  from  haughty  ioso- 
lence;  from  the  expulsion  of  our  Minisier;  Imii 
a  demand  of  tribute;  from  requiring  apologiesfai 
speeches;  from  outrage  and  insult,  to  the  milil 
language  of  sunplication,  must  certainly  hire 
been  owing  lo  the  measures  of  this  Goveromtp; 
and  therefore  clearly  evinced  the  policy  and  pfO- 
nrieiy  of  these  measures.  We  have  thus  far,  said 
Mr.  H.,  seen  the  good  effects  of  buckling  on  oar 
armor,  at  the  same  time  that  we  hold  out  the  olin 
branch.  And  instead  of  relaxing,  we  ought  ddw 
to  brace  up  the  system;  not  that  he  vould  wisli 
to  lake  any  new  ground,  but  merely  reinforce  ud 
invigorate  the  system  already  established.  Thu 
he  tboughi  the  irue  policy  of  this  country.  Whe- 
ther ihis  application  for  a  negotiation  on  the  F*'' 
of  the  French  Republic  may  arise  from  eincetitf, 
or  from  a  wish  lo  wheedle  this  country  to  their 
own  advaniafa,  or  because  they  perceive  we  are 
not  to  be  bullied  into  submission,  and  therefareij 
is  best  to  live  on  friendly  terms  with  us,  lie  wA 
it  wise  policy  in  us  to  enlarge  our  means  both  of 
defence  and  offence,  until  our  disnule  with  FraoH 
is  brought  to  a  close.  He,  therefore,  thought  il  (n 
more  impratance  to  adopt  this  measure  now  thu 
heretofore ;  because,  if  it  is  not  carried,  il  Diay  be 
supposed  that  we  have  forborne  to  aiiopt  it,  he- 
cause  we  are  disposed  to  relax  the  insiani  we  bare 
information  that  a  negotiation  is  likely  to  he 
opened,  and  that  they  may  at  any  time  uaserre 
our  arm  by  a  proposition  to  negotiate.  The^^ 
fore,  if  he  had  before  been  asainst  this  tDeU''"^ 
he  should  now  be  in  favor  of  it,  because,  if  it  hid 
no  other  good  effect,  it  would  convince  the  Go*- 
ernment  with  whom  we  are  about  to  treat,  ihii 
the  same  vigorous  measures  which  have  prod  need 
this  negotiation  will  atill  be  continued,  and  iha' 
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thoiwh  we  kK  treating  for  peace,  we  are  piepar- 
ing  for  war,  and  that  we  are  determia«d  to  do 
ourselves  jU'^tice,  if  they  refuse  to  do  us  justice. 
For  these  reasoua  he  hoped  the  bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  LiTiNOBTON  said,  that  consideriji^  how 
great  a  favurite  this  measure  had  been  of  its  par- 
lit!  parents,  it  wis  the  moat  unlucky  child  that 
ever  showed  its  face  iu  the  House.  It  had  scarce' 
ly  seen  the  light  at  the  last  seasioo,  when  it  was 
lost  ID  the  short  passage  from  its  nuisery  iu  the 
catumitiee  to  the  House,  because  those  who  were 
most  interested  in  its  preaer ration,  by  accident, 
did  not  happen  to  vote  for  it.  Another  accident 
of  the  same  nature  preTented  its  pesstage  when  it 
was  again  attempted  in  the  same  session.  At  the 
interval  of  a  year,  the  same  ill  fortune  seemed  to 
pursue  this  unlucky  bantling.  It  had  scarcely 
tikni  its  first  step  into  eiisteuce  when  the  same 
fotgetfulness  seemed  to  seize  all  those  who  had 
the  care  of  it.  Again,  it  was  lost  in  the  committee; 
again  it  accidenially  expired ;  and  all  the  efforts 
to  KTive  it,  he  belicTed,  would  be  in  vain.  Mr. 
L.  then  went  into  a  history  of  the  bill  to  show 
that  it  was  lost,  not  by  accident,  but  because  ■ 
nujority  were  opposed  to  it. 

In  a^uing  on  the  merits  of  this  bill  at  presiiBi, 
had  those  opposed  to  it  said  RDyibing  about  relax- 
iog  those  measures  of  defence  whicli  were  taken 
s  of  greater  danger?  Hare  they  advised 
'  ''  '  frigates,  disband  your  army,  and 

Republic  towards  nc 
It  has  beea  said  only 
jected  in  times  of  greater  danger  than  the  present 
•nd  having  now  been  thou^nt  of  so  little  conse- 
quence as  to  be  suffered  to  lie  till  the  close  of  the 
stssioQ,  it  ought  not  now  to  pass.  He  believed 
there  is  no  eontraiietv  of  opiuion  in  this  House  as 
to  the  propriety  of  aniding  by  all  the  measures  of 
defence  wnich  have  been  taken,  until  the  proposed 
negotiation  is  brought  to  ■  conclusion ;  and  he 
could  not  conceive  why  gentlemen,  in  arguing  in 
tavor  of  this  hill,  should  speak  in  such  ■  manner 
as  to  induce  a  by-standcr  to  suppose,  tJuit  mem- 
bets  opposed  to  it  advised  a  relaxation  of  that  sys- 
tem.   He  did  not  think  this  perfectly  candid. 

Mr.  L.  said,  be  understood  that  France  propo- 
ses to  receive  a  Minister  from  this  country  on  the 
very  terms  upon  which  only  tlie  President  of  the 
Omted  States  has  heretofore  said  he  would  ever 
■end  ope-  It  was  said  to  be  improper  to  recede 
from  the  ground  we  have  taken  on  this  account, 
because  the  French  may  not  be  sincere.  He  had 
hnrd  no  such  idea  suggested,  and  gentlemen  cer- 
lainlf  do  wron^  in  imputing  motives  to  others 
without  foundation.  But  when  gentlemen  come 
■o  the  merits  of  the  bill  they  touch  them  very 
lighdy.  They  tell  you  it  is  part  of  our  general 
sjstem  of  defence.  Is  this  the  case  1  How  is  it 
lo  operated  It  is  to  operate  as  a  measure  of  ag- 
gresioD,  not  of  preservation,  or  self-defence ;  and 
though  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  preserve  our 
present  ground,  he  did  not  wish  to  progress  in  any 
meisutes  of  hostility,  especially  when  so  little 
advintcge  can  be  derived  from  it  as  is  propoMd 
byihiabilL 


But  it  was  said  to  be  a  measure  of  self-defence, 
because  it  went  to  disarm  our  enemy  of  the  means 
of  aoDoying  our  trade,  by  encouraging  the  taking 
of  their  ptivaieer.i.  Upou  the  satne  principle  oT 
self-defence,  he  did  not  see  why  we  might  not 
despatch  our  frigates  againsi  one  of  the  pons  in 
the  West  Indies  from  whence  these  privateers 
sail,  and  take  posses>ion  of  that,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent privateers  from  being  Giied  out  from  thence 
against  us.  He  did  not  wish  to  lake  either  of 
these  steps  while  in  our  present  situation. 

But  the  genlleman  from  South  Carolina  has 
said,  that  gentlemen  who  were  formerly  opposed 
to  this  bill  ouffht  now  to  be  in  favor  of  it,  because, 
if  it  is  not  adopted,  France  will  suppose  we  are 
relaxing  our  measures,  and  trust  aliogelhet  to  the 
sincerity  of  their  professions.  This  argument, 
Mr.  L.  said,  would  apply,  if  ihefe  was  a  proposi- 
tion for  receding  from  measures  already  tttketl, 
but  it  coutd  not  apply  in  the  case  of  a  new  mea- 
sure like  the  present. 

Mr-  EoHOKD  rose  to  rectify  a  mistake.  When 
the  question  was  taken  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  he  had  been  out  a  few  minutes,  and  was 
just  entering  the  door,  and  supposing  it  had  been 
lo  agree  to  ibe  bill,  he  voted  in  the  affirmative- 
though,  if  he  had  known  that  the  question  had 
been  for  striking  out  the  first  section,  he  shonld 
have  voted  in  the  negative.  He  did  not  apply  to 
have  the  mistake  corrected  at  the  time,  bajause 
he  discovered  an  unwillingness  to  correct  mia- 
takes  in  the  case  of  the  Chairman. 

Mr.  Dans,  said,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  his  Message  to  both  Houses  of  the  2Ut 
of  June  last,  declared,  "  ibal  he  would  never  send 
another  Minister  to  France  until  he  had  assur- 
ances that  he  wiiutd  be  received  as  the  Mioisie- 
ofa  great,  free,  and  powerful  nation."  The  char- 
acter of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  for 
integrity  and  political  fortitude,  is  well  known 
and  established,  and  that  character  is  pledged  for 
an  adherence  io  the  declaration  above  recited. 
Nor  bad  he  any  idea  of  bis  receding  from  it. 
With  a  knowledge  of  ibis  fact,  we  are  to  inqtiire 
what  is  the  purport  of  the  information  which  has 
been  given  to  this  House  of  a  Minister  having 
been  appointed  to  negotiate  with  the  French  Re- 
public. For  his  own  part  be  did  not  consider  the 
French  Oovernmenl  sincere;  and  he  was  author- 
ized to  think  so  by  the  declaration  of  itiis  Houae 
in  answer  to  the  President's  Speech.  Nor  did  he 
think  the  President  believed  them  to  be  sincere, 
and  he  was  authorized  in  thinking  so,  from  his 
communication  lo  both  Houses  at  tlie  opening  of 
the  session.  How,  then,  is  the  nomination  of  a 
Minister  to  be  understood  1  It  was  to  be  undei^ 
stood  in  the  same  light  in  which  we  used  to  ap- 
point Commissioners  during  our  Revoliltionary 
war,  who  were  sent  to  Europe  to  treat  with  Great 
Britain  long  before  we  expected  she  would  be 
willing  to  treat  for  peace ;  but  they  were  possessed 
of  eventual  auihorily.  So,  in  tne  present  case, 
the  authority  proponed  to  be  given  to  our  Minister 
at  the  Hague,  is  only  to  be  an  eventual  authority, 
that  when  he  receives  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
sincerity  of  the  French  Qovernment,  he  may  pro- 
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ceed  to  treat  with  them.  Not  did  he  believe  thai 
the  Seoate  poswssed  soy  docament  iDformiog 
ihem  thai  the  President  has  already  reeeired  these 


[Mr.  D.  here  read  eilracfs  from  the  President's 
address  to  both  Houses,  from  the  address  of  this 
Moate  ID  aosner  to  it,  and  from  his  leply;  io 
which  the  Presideoi  stales  he  can  have  do  confi- 
dence ia  the  siacericy  of  the  French  GoTemment, 
while  the  decree  which  coodemns  our  vessels  as 
prizesj  on  account  of  IiaTing  articles  of  British 
powin  or  maoufscture  oa  board,  is  io  force.] 

We  know,  said  Mr.  D.,  that  this  decree  is,  how- 
ever,  yet  in  force ;  and  yet  |;eiiilemea  pretend  to 
say  that  the  nomination  which  has  taken  place  is 
a  proof  that  the  President  has  now  some  reliance 
on  the  sincerity  of  the  Freach  Qovernmenl ; 
whereas  it  is  nolhing  more  than  a  conditional  ap 
pointment,  such  as  be  had  already  stated.  No 
gentleman  will  hazard  his  political  sagacity  by 
sayiof ,  a  negotiation  is  likely  to  lake  place  whilst 
that  decree  is  in  existence ;  uoi  can  any  eeotie- 
mao  be  found  who  will  apologize  for  it,  if  it  is 
to  atrocious  that  its  repeal  mast  bean  indispensa- 
ble preliminary  to  any  negotiation  which  may 
take  place.  Believing  this  nomination,  therefore, 
lo'be  nothing  more  toau  the  naming  of  a  person 
to  treat  with  the  French  Government  when  it 
shall  condescend  to  do  us  justice,  the  arguments 
of  genlleroen  built  upon  it,  fall  to  the  ground. 
And  if  they  attend  to  the  declaration  of  this 
House,  in  the  address  already  alluded  to,  they  will 
find  that  we  ouehl  to  advance  in  our  defetisive 
measures  instead  of  receding,  or  even  remaining 
stationary. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  bas  made 
a  sagacious  discovery.  He  says,  this  act  will  not 
only  be  progressing  in,  but  changing  our  system. 
Our  system  has  generally  been  maritime  defence, 
with  a  view  of  not  only  protecting  our  commerce, 
but  of  sabduing  all  foreign  force. 

Mr.  LivmoBTON  said  ne  did  not  aay  it  wonld 
be  changing  the  principle  of  our  measures,  but 
extending  that  principle. 

Then,  said  Mr.  Dana,  I  must  consider  the  argn- 
ment  as  extremely  idle,  because  oar  having  a  ves- 
ad  more  or  less,  or  a  regiment  more  or  less,  can- 
not be  objected  to. 

Mr.  D.  was  in  favor  of  this  measure,  because  it 
wonld  assist  us  in  makine  bfleciual  resistance  to 
the  maritime  violence  of  France,  and  because  he 
believed  the  nearer  our  measures  of  hostility  ap- 
]M«aehed  war,  without  producing  war,  the  nearer 
would  be  OUT  prospect  of  peace.  For  the  French 
Bation,  said  Mr.  D.,  bare  discovered  a  character 
which  no  other  nation  ever  before  discovered. 
Other  nations,  when  they  are  solicited  to  be  at 
peace,  will  be  so ;  but  the  more  you  seek  for  a  good 
nDderstandiitg  with  the  French,  the  more  they  in- 
sult and  abuse  you.  Yet,  when  we  took  measures 
which  were  calculated  to  establiah  a  mortal  haired 
between  the  two  countries,  it  is  then  we  see  a 
spirit  of  supplication  and  compliance.  Justice 
has  no  influence  upon  them  ;  they  are  strangers 
tolhat  honor  which  nations  and  individoaU  wish 
to  support  in  their  eharaclera.    He  hoped,  there- 


fore, the  same  measures  which  had  heretofon 
been  acted  upon  would  be  continued,  and  that  Ibii 
would  b«  added  to  them. 

Mr.  NiCHOLAB  sapposed,  during  the  Gnt  half  of 
thebpeech  of  the  gentleman  who  bad  just  sai  down, 
that  he  meant  to  rote  against  this  bill,  for  he  could 
not  have  supposed  that  he  had  quoted  the  Prtii- 
dent'sMessegetoCongres5,in  June  last,  for  the  pu- 
pose  of  making  a  decmration  such  as  he  ha&  made 
with  respect  to  it.  He  supposes  that  the  Presidoit 
has  received  no  assurances  from  the  Prencb  Re- 

Eublic  that  our  Minister  will  be  received,  tbougk 
e  has  heretofore  said  he  never  would  send  a  Mii- 
ister  until  he  bad  assurances  be  would  be  properl; 
received ;  hot  that  he  has  appointed  a  Minister  lo 
wait,  as  it  were,  at  the  door  of  Prauce,  for  a  dec- 
laration that  he  will  be  properly  received.  Aod 
he  sapposes  that  the  declaration  of  the  Pmi- 
dent  will  in  this  way  be  satisfied.  Mr.  N.  beliend, 
if  the  President  has  appointed  a  Minister,  he  will 
be  received,  because  he  did  not  believe  he  wooM 


has  certainly  forgotten  his  declaration. 

As  to  the  conduct  of  the  United  States  duriof  ou 
war  with  Great  Briiain,  when  the  Commissioners 
were  appointed  to  reside  in  Europe  for  the  purpose 
of  making  peace,  we  were  then  in  a  situation  whicii 
made  us  anxious  for  peace — every  oue  longed  to 
see  it  restored.  Our  situation  is  now  dineraot. 
We  make  the  act  of  peace  the  act  of  our  enest;. 
He  should  not  stop  to  examine  into  the  proprieiT 
of  this  change  in  our  conducL 

Mr.  N.  could  not  help  being  surprised  at  some 
observations  which  baa  been  made  on  this  Deci- 
sion. Qentlemen  seem  determined  to  embiau 
every  opportunity  of  enjoying  eelf-applsuse,  oo 
account  of  the  ju'esent  appearance  of  thingv-of 
saying  that  they  have  managed  our  a&irs  well, 
and  that,  by  acting  with  spirit,  they  have  bum- 
bled a  nation  which  hassetall  other  nations  st  de- 
fiance; and,  on  this  behalf,  they  wish  to  adopts 
new  measure.  It  is  surprising,  said  Mr.  N.,  lb*t 
gentlemen  can  entertain  so  falfacious  an  opinioSr 
however  flattering  it  may  be  to  themselven.  He 
should  leave  them  to  enjoy  it  uncontradicied  if 
other  measures  were  not  to  proceed  on  the  sop- 
posed  success  of  the  former. 

The  gentleman  last  up  had  made  use  of  a  vtry 
extraordinary  argumeiK.  H«  says  the  French  ot- 
tion  is  governed  Dy  different  principles  from  saj 
other.  When  we  intreat  them  to  be  at  peice,  be 
says  they  insult  us ;  but  when  we  give  them  caoM 
to  wage  eternal  war  asainst  us,  they  become  ham 
bteand  submissive.  Mr.N.believed thatlhiswu 
not  the  first  time  that  such  measures  have  bad  \w 
tend«iev ;  but  it  is  the  first  time  it  has  been  s«- 
knowledged  that  the  measure  alluded  t«(the  V^ 
lieatton  of  the  despatches  cop  lain ing  the  uaiaian- 
ized  negotiations  of  X,  Y,  and  Z,  he  supposed  W 
meant)  was  calculated  to  produce  tbese  direliil  ef- 
fects. HedidfearlheywereiutoidedtobavelbM 
mischievous  eonsequeneee;  but  he  hoped  *i>*i^ 
lieved  that  their  beins  so  notorious  and  pilp**'« 
have  been  the  means  of  defeating  the  intention,  sh 
ofssvingthenatioafromw '"    "- — ■"'■-••  • 
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'   Capltire  of  Frewh  FetteU. 


OonranKat  of  thii  couDlry  hid  no  desire  to  be 
at  peace.  The  Freoch  saw  thai  a  war  between 
ihe  United  Stales  and  them  would  hare  been  a 
irar  of  possioa,  in  which  they  could  hare  had  no 
possible  interest,  and  which  would,  above  all  other 
things,  hare  proved  agreeable  to  their  enemy. 
They  saw  that  there  was  a  partjr  in  this  country 
who  wished  for  this  state  of  thiaga.  and  he  he- 
heicd  the  extremity  to  which  things  nad  been  car- 
ried has  defeated  the  object  in  view.  I  do  believe, 
aid  Mr.  N.,  that  France  is  now  di:<]>osed  to  make 
peace;  that  she  is  calling  upoo  ui  to  enter  into 
nt^gtialioa,  in  order  that  the  party  in  this  coud- 
Iry  who  are  desirous  of  war  ma^  have  no  pre- 
tnt  for  carrying  their  wishes  into  efifecl. 

Hr.  N.  was  astonished,  that  after  a  Minister  of 
respectable  character,  a  Minister  chosen  by  the 
PreiideDt,  and  who  declared  he  accepted  of  the 
employment  from  a  desire  to  support  his  adminis- 
tcHCion,  being  well  acquainted  with  the  disposi" 
tiDUDf  Prance,  from  his  having  resided  ibereacon- 
lidetablE  time — has  asserted  IhaL  previous  to  their 
knowledge  of  the  publication  of  the  negotiaiions 
of  X,  Y,  and  Z,  in  this  country,  the  French  Oov- 
mirDeat  were  desirons  of  nwotiating  a  peace; 
tl«t  after  having  rejected  two  of  our  Ministers,  and 
retamed  a  third,  their  reseniments  appeared  to  be 
satisfied ;  and  that,  though,  after  (hey  had  received 
iDfonDatioD  of  the  publication  of  these  despatches. 
their  displeasure  was  for  a  while  excited,  yet,  be^ 
fore  Mr.  Gerry  left  France,  the  same  disposition 
for  peace  had  returned;  though,  from  the  disposi- 
tion which  appeared  in  this  country,  they  were 
donbtfnl  how  ttieir  overinres  would  be  received. 
And  after  we  have  now  prooft  that  they  have 
niide  overtures,  in  conformity  to  the  sentiments 
exhibited  in  Mr.  Gerry's  despatches^  it  was  aaton- 
-  ishing,  be  said,  that  gentlemen  should  ascribe  this 


oSer  lo  negotiate  to  the  effect  which  the  small 
force  we  raised  has  had  upon  them— a  force  which 
could  not  possibly  have  availed  anything  against 
wchaforceas  it  might  be  expected  would  be  sent 
against  ns,  if  it  was  the  purpose  of  France  to  in- 
nde  this  country. 

Ur.  N.  said  we  had  lately  heard  much  about  the 
Dsefuiapss  of  our  Navy  in  the  protection  of  oar 
commerce^  and  as  being  the  cause  of  the  late  in- 
ctaaed  price  of  our  produce.  Within  these  two 
days,  he  had  observed  a  letter  in  the  papers  from 
one  of  OUT  naval  commanders,  which  seems  to . 
pre  1  diSetent  face  to  things.  He  snya  the  French 
pivaleers  have  been  laid  aside  on  a  difierenl  ac- 
cdudi,  viz:  on  account  of  (he  rigorous  orders  that 
the  cmimindera  of  them  are  laid  under.  The 
tuary  penalties  attached  to  offences,  Captain  Tin- 
gsT  wntes  has  destroyed  privateering. 

He  would  make  an  observaiion  here  which  had 
considerable  force  on  his  mind.  The  decree  reg- 
ulating the  conduct  of  commanders  of  the  priva- 
teers of  Prance,  was  issued  at  the  instance  of  Mr, 
wrry,  and  which,  though  it  had  received  the 
marked  eentnre  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  it  seems 
has  prodnced  very  good  effects  in  restraining  pri- 
rateering.  Oeatlemen  cannot  have  forgotten  iliat 
Ihe  nowanantable  British  order  of  theSlh  of  No- 
»anber,  was  coneeted  by  auother  of  (he  8th  of 
5th  CoH.— 94 


able  principle  of  capture  in  itself^  yet  it  produced 
almost  the  state  of  things  we  wished.  It  is  the 
policy  of  Governments,  when  they  are  called  upon 
10  correct  bad  laws,  to  throw  the  blame  upon  their 
agents,  and  to  afford  redress,  not  by  repealing  the 
laws,  but  in  some  indirect  wav,  which  does  not  go 
lo  an  acknowledgment  that  ibey  had  passed  bad 
laws. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  had  omitted  to  notice  an  obser- 
vation of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  whera 
he  says  (bat  the  only  possible  ground  on  which  the 
United  Stales  can  open  a  negotiation  with  France 
will  be,  by  their  first  repealing  their  offeusive  de- 
crees; and  that  the  Presideot  had  said  this  must 
first  be  done.  Mr.  N.  did  not  recollect  his  having 
said  (his ;  but  he  knew  he  hod  said,  that  he  would 
not  send  another  Minister  to  France,  until  he 
should  have  assurances  of  his  being  received  as 
the  representative  of  a  great,  free,  and  powerful 
nation ;  which  places  the  business  on  a  very  differ- 
ent footing  from  the  repealing  of  decrees,  dec.,  a* 
a  preliminary.  What !  wouldthe  gentleman  wish 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  refrain  from 
sending  a  Minister  to  France  until  he  receives  (be 
submission  of  Prance?  until  she  does  everything 
we  complain  of  by  way  of  preliminary,  so  that 
nothing  will  be  left  for  negotiation  1  If  these  are 
to  be  the  terms  of  neeotiation,  we  should  need 
no  negotiator  at  all.  He  seems  to  think  it  will 
only  be  necesiary  for  our  Minister  to  go  and  re- 
ceive the  submission  of  Prance.  Mr.  N.  did  not 
think  it  right  lo  flaller  the  people  of  the  United 
States  with  any  such  expectations,  so  different 
from  anyihiug  nhich  has  heretofore  been  seen 
in  the  settlement  of  disputes  between  independent 

Mr.  RoTLEnoE  observed,  that  the  effect  of  the 
measures  which  were  taken  at  the  two  last  session* 
of  Congress  have  been  so  differen(  from  what  was- 
predicted  by  the  gentleman  irom  Virginia  that  he 
was  no  longer  inclined  to  give  credit  to  his  jvedie- 
tians.  He  nas  constantly  been  prophesying,  but 
time  and  experience  have  shown  his  prophecies  to 
be  wholly  unfounded.  It  was  doubtless  in  the 
recollection  of  the  House,  that  that  gentleman 
thought  it  would  be  weak  to  rely  upon  a  Navy ; 
he  thought  and  said  that  many  of  (he  measurea 
forroetljr  taken  would  plunge  the  country  in  war, 
by  causing  a  declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of 
France.  The  gentleman  apologized  for  the  length 
of  bis  speeches,  because  he  thought  the  measures 
of  the  last  imporiance;  and  that  if  they  were 
adopted,  the  scabbard  would  be  thrown  away,aDd  )i 
would  not  be  in  our  power  lo  resume  it.  But, 
instead  of  war.  it  is  now  found  these  measures  have 
obtained  for  us  peace — at  least  gentlemen  say  so. 
The  gentleman  from  Vircioia  now  predicts  we 
shall  have  peace;  but  as  all  the  former  predictions 
of  that  gentleman  have  fallen  to  the  ground^,  be 
trustedamajorityofthis  House  will  not  be  inclined 
logive  credit  to  his  present  prediction. 

Much  had  been  said  about  the  diplomatic  skill 
of  France ;  and  he  thought  her  present  condtKl 
more  deserving  of  this  epithet  iban  any  of  hei 
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former  lueasares  with  respect  lo  this  couoiry-  Lei 
centlemeD  review  the  conduct  of  ihst  couDtry. 
She  Sral  allempled  to  bully  us;  but  finding  that 
we  were  not  to  be  frif^hteoed,  her  next  object  was 
to  obtain  delay,  in  order  to  afford  [ime  for  the  spirit 
which  had  been  roused  by  her  injuries,  to  spend 
its  force.  Wbeu  our  Minjs  er,  Mr.  Pinckoey,  first 
■rrired  in  France,  be  was  assured  he  would  be 
received ;  but  the  French  had  an  agent  in  this  coun- 
try feeling  the  pulse  of  the  people,  and  finding 
that  tbeie  existed  a  great  deal  oi  French  mania, 
ind  a  party  upon  whom  they  couLd  rely,  [he  French 
Qovernment  refused  to  receire  our  Minister.  This 
QOuntry  still  desirous  of  preserTing  peace,  sent 
three  Commissioners.  What  was  then  the  conduct 
of  the  French  Gorernroentl  Our  Ministers  re- 
mained for  months  at  Paris  an  unique  spectacle, 
waiting  in  vain  to  be  received.  Prance  has  eudea- 
TOred  to  palsy  our  GoTernment — lo  produce 
delay — to  give  time  for  that  noble  sprii  which  bas 
done  so  much  honor  to  our  country  to  spend  itself. 
When  she  finds  that  out  efforts  to  negotiate  having 
failed,  we  bucUed  on  our  armor,  and  were  deter- 
mined to  resist  her  injustice,  the  French  Secretary 
of  Legation  at  the  Hague  is  directed  to  have  some 
OQikvenatlon  with  our  Minister  there)  and  assure 
bim,  notwithstanding  this  country  had  done  acts 
enough  to  justify  the  nojtoflensive  measures,  that 
if  we  will  send  another  Minister  to  France,  he 
would  be  received  as  an  agent  of  a  great,  indi'pen- 
tleot,  and  powerful  nation.  Gentlemen  eaten  at 
this ;  but  what  is  it  but  an  attempt  to  arrest  the 
arm  of  the  Government  of  this  country,  just  when 
it  was  about  to  strike  a  blow  7  And  yet  gentlemen 
arc  the  dupes  of  this  diplomatic  skill. 

Some  gentlemen  were  always  opposed  to  this 
bill;  but  we  gentleman  from  Virginia  says  he  was 
in  favor  of  it,  but  now  wishes  lo  stop — a  Minister 
having  been  appointed  logo  to  France.  The  gen- 
Ueman  ia  mistaken  as  to  the  fact — no  Minister 
is  anointed  to  go  to  France.  The  President  of 
the  United  States  knows  how  little  reliance  ia  to 
be  placed  OD  the  assurances  of  the  French  Govern- 
nenl;  he  only  proposes,  therefore,  that  when  Mr. 
Murray  is  convinced  of  the  sincerity  of  the  French 
Qoverament  he  shall  proceed  to  Paris.  This  act 
of  the  President  maoifeated  what  he  and  his  friends 
had  alwaysinsisied  upon,  but  which  (he  gentleman 
Irom  Virginia  and  hu  friends  had  always  denied, 
viz:  that  the  President  has  always  been  ready  lo 
enbtace  peace,  the  moment  it  could  be  obtained 
with  safety  and  honor.  Mr.  R.  confessed,  however, 
that  the  remembrance  of  the  past  duplicity  of  the 
French  Government  was  not  removed  from  his 
mind ;  and  he  did  not,  therefore,  rely  much  upon 
this  advance  on  thejnirt  of  France.  But  certain 
centleraen  in  ibis  House  lay  great  stress  upon 
Utis  oomioation.  He  wished  these  gi-ntlemen 
would,  in  some  instaaces,  imitate  the  policy  of  tbe 
French,  which  is  at  times  wise  in  the  extreme. 
Mr.  R.  allowed  it  was  unwise  in  any  Government 
loaim  at  oonquest;  but  this  being  the  object  of 
France,  her  means  of  carrying  hrr  purpose  were 
well  adapted.  At  the  time  negotiations  are  going 
cm  at  Rastadt,  the  French  Directory  have  made  a 
otU  fi>r  200,000  meit,  which  will  be  the  sttODgeal 


At  the  time  they  meditated  its  overthrow  ihtj 
talked  of  peace,  and  by  thus  amusing  the  Swis 
they  were  the  better  enabled  to  effect  their  purpose, 
and  tbe  liberty  of  that  country  is  now  compleielf 

I  wish  to  God,  exclaimed  Mr.  R.,  that  we  tur 
have  peace.  My  constituents  wish  it  as  machu 
those  of  any  gentleman  on  this  floor;  for  if  Franct 
were  to  make  war  upon  this  country,  they  mighi 
ravage  the  whole  coast  of  the  country  which  1  tt- 
present  in  one  nigbt.  It  was  not  therefore  to  h( 
expected  that  I  can  wish  for  a  state  of  things  whidi 
would  put  their  property  and  my  own  in  the  gi«tl- 
est  jeopardy.  Mr.  R.  declared  ne  wns  not  for  wsr, 
but  for  peace — not  a  transient,  but  a  perniiDcai 

Eeace — and  the  only  way  to  insure  a  peace  of  ihi^ 
ind,  in  bis  opinion,  vros  to  prepare  rigoroasiy  for 

The  gentleman  from  Vii^ioia,  in  order  to  shcni 
that  we  are  not  indebted  to  our  Navy  for  the  ip- 
parent  change  in  oura&irsfor  the  better,  had  rM 
a  letter  from  a  commander  of  one  of  our  vesseh, 
to  show,  that  notwithstanding  the  offensive  deeiett 
of  France,  the  conduct  of  the  privateers  in  tbe  WeM 
Indies  is  materially  changed.  Mr.  R.  said  lie 
would  read  an  extract  of  a  letter  fromacotheK^ 
our  commanders,  who,  having  been  in  the  islands, 
he  apprehended  was  better  informed  on  the  subJML 
[Mr.  R,  read  Captain  Bainbridge's  letter,  wtiic^ 
speaks  of  a  great  number  of  American  vessels  be- 
ing constantly  made  prizes.]  Mr.  R.  accounted 
for  tbe  different  language  held  by  Captain  Tingei, 
from  his  having  gone  from  this  country  with  sib- 
guine  hopes  of  taking  a  number  of  French  prin- 
leer«,  aua  because  he  had  not  met  with  maBT  of 
them,  lie  supposes  the  French  hare  changed  Ineit 
system ;  but  this  opinion  ia  altogether  eontrtdiclei) 
by  the  better  information  of  Captain  B. 

Mr.  R.  thought  it  of  importance  to  pass  this  biU- 
Not  to  do  it.  would  be  to  attach  too  much  confi- 
dence to  trifling  occurrences;  it  would  be  paliT'i^ 
the  arm  of  Government,  and  make  the  peope " 
this  country  think  it  unnecessary  ^o  pursue  thor 
system  of  defence. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  being  endowa 
with  much  wit,  sometimes  entertains  tbe  nowt 
with  stories  about  boiled  heretics  and  roasted  coobj 
and  this  bill  he  calls  the  most  unfortunate  ehilil 
that  was  ever  brought  into  the  world.  Tbe  fscji 
are  known  to  this  House,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  this 
bill  badbeenkeptback  by  accident.  Itis«aid,hD' 
osn  gentlemen  tell  how  those  members  who  wW 
absent  would  have  voted?  Because  the  gen tltmeo 
themselves  have  declared  what  they  would  hsie 
done.  The  Committee  of  Enrolment  w«e  <"■' 
of  theHouse  when  the  question  waa  first  taken  upon 
a  hill  of  this  kind,  and  therefore  an  attempt*^ 
made  to  revive  it  j  and  a  few  days  since  it  waso* 
agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  by  a  a* 
iority  of  one,  the  Chairman  f  himself)  noi  f"'^." 
lectinglhai  he  had  a  right  in  thai  case  lovote;«o* 
it  mi^l,  therefore,  be  justly  said  that  tbe  rote 
against  this  bill  had  been  carried  by  accident. 

Mr.  Varnoh  said  it  was  periwtly  uloBishiaf 
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(oobierTelhe  effect  which  this  bili  produced  when- 
ever  it  cam?  noder  consideration.  No  one  could 
ktvesupptsed,  beforebandjihaiit  WBscalculsied  tc 
ticite  so  much  sensibility.  If  straugets  were  tt 
hrtr  the  debate  which  btis  taken  place,  they  might 
anppose  th«  the  question  was,  whether  anottier 
Minister  ahonid  be  sent  to  France,  or  whether  the 
itxn  should  be  closed^  id  order  to  coasider  the 
question  of  a  declaration  of  war,  whereas  lh( 
bill  before  the  House  is  a  rery  simple  one.  It  it 
merely  to  give  a  bounty  to  mercbaoiTesjels,  which 
moit  genuemeo  beliere  wit]  be  a  dead  letter,  ex- 
cept where  the  bounty  shall  be  fraudulently  re- 
ceived ;  for  no  geatleniBD  could  beliere  that  any 
neichaDt  will  permit  his  captain  to  stop  in  hit 
Toyage  to  fi  -hi  and  take  privateers,  or  that  they 
wilt  send  additional  hands  for  the  purpose.  Why, 
thro,  introduce  Into  debate  matter  so  foreign  to 
the  snbject.  if  it  were  not  for  the  sake  of  making 
fine  speeches  7  Ii  is  merely  to  abuse  Prance,  be- 
muse they  have  expressed  a  desire  to  settle  the 
Milting  differences  between  them  and  us,  and  seem 
determined  not  to  go  to  war  with  us.  Mr.  V.  did 
DDl  think  thequestionof  all  the  importance  which 
was  attached  to  it. 

Mr.  PmcENET  said,  that  notwithstanding  the 
jiltle  consequence  which  attaches  to  this  question, 
in  itself  (for  he  did  not  think  it  very  imporianl,) 
ind  notwiihstandiDg  arguments  m»y  have  t>een 
inirodneed  which  do  not  bear  directly  upon  the 
point;  Vet,  as  they  have  been  introduced,  and 
some  of  the  arguments  made  use  of  by  the  genlle- 
inan  from  Virginia  have  not  been  answered,  he 
hoped  he  should  be  excused  if  he  made  a  few  ob- 
serrations  in  reply. 

In  the  course  of  that  gentleraan's  remarks,  he 
otwerved  that  lie  believed  the  French  Directory  is 
disposed  to  peace  with  the  United  States;  he  be- 
lieves this  on  the  testimony  of  one  of  our  Commis- 
sioners who  remained  in  France  after  the  deparl- 
are  of  his  colleagues,  who  savs,  that,  at  the  time  of 
hisniling,  he  believes  this  to  have  been  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  French  Directory.  Mr.  P.  called  upon 
ibe  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  say  in  what  sin([le 
in'Iance  France  has  offered  to  make  peace  with 
Oil  That  they  hare  brought  forward  propositions 
IB  negotiate,  is  no  proof  that  they  are  desirous  of 
peace,  stuce  keeping  up  a  negotiation  may  be  a 
more  desirable  situation  for  them  than  the  present. 
But  have  they.it  haslwenrepeatedly  asked,  in  any 
respect  altered  their  conduct  towards  us7  They 
hive  not;  and  until  they  do,  he  could  not  give 
them  credit  for  any  belter  disposition  than  Uiey 
have  heretofore  ihowD.  Does  not  the  decree  exist 
which  sentences  our  mariner^  taken  on  board  Bri- 
tish vessels,  to  the  fate  of  pirates  7     And  could  it 


in  erislence7  Is  there  any  other  act  of  their's 
which  manifests  s  disposition  for  conciliation  7 
Theirentleman  from  Virginia  says  that  the  decree 
regnlating  the  condnct  of  their  privateers  is  of  this 
nature,  and  has  undertaken  lo  show  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  French  and  British  have  Ijeen  very 
similar  in  respect  to  their  unjustifiable  decrees. 
Hi.  P,  ihoDght  he  had  attended  parlicnlarly  to  the 
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Issuing  of  these  orders;  but  if  the  opinion  which 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  formed  of  them 
be  correct,  he  must  have  misunderstood  thera.  The 
British  order  of  the  6lh  ofNovember  cut  off  at  one 
blow  all  the  iulercourse  of  the  United  States,  by 
declaring  that  all  vessels  maybe  carried  in  for 
adjudication  which  should  contain  any  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  French  colonies ;  so  itiat  all  our  vessels 
were  made  subject  to  confiscation.  The  decree  of 
the  8th  of  January  went  nearly  to  a  tepeal  of  the 
former  decree.  It  went,  indeed,  on  the  old  doc- 
trine that  no  neutral  nation  shall  be  permitted  to 
carry  on  commerce,  in  time  of  war,  which  was 
prohibited  by  every  nation  in  time  of  peace.  Bui 
this  did  not  strike  at  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  direct:  it  did  not  pieveoi  our  commerce 
with  the  West  Indies.  He  allowed  that  this  de- 
cree did  not  go  far  enough. 

If,  however, all  the  wtight  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  claims  for  his  argument  was  given 
to  it,  it  would  go  no  futttier  than  lojustily  the 
aggressions  of  one  nation  by  those  of  another. 
Mr.  P.  thought  it  impossible  to  justify  the  conduct 
of  the  French  privateers  in  the  West  Indies.  [Mr. 
NicBOi-is  said  he  did  not  pretend  lo  ju.<tify  ihem; 
he  only  meant  to  show  the  manner  in  which  na- 
tions undertook  to  correct  unjust  laws.J  Bui,  asked 
Mr.  P.,  has  the  French  decree  respecting  the  com- 
manders of  their  privateers,  in  any  way  corrected 
the  offensive  decrees  of  France  7  On  the  contrary, 
they  are  required  to  comply  with  the  laws  of  the 
Republic;  and  they  so  understand  it,  as  appears 
from  the, letter  of  one  of  their  agents  lately  corae 
over,  which  has  been  published :  in  which  he  sayi, 
that  the  American  vessels  which  they  met  with, 
having  all  the  necessary  papers,  especially  the 
rvle  ^equtpagtj  (the  requiring  of  which  had  al- 
ways been  considered  as  the  must  arbitrary  regula- 
tion.) they  were  suffered  to  p^ss. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  had  endeavored  to  find  out  whe- 
ther there  had  been  anything  in  our  conduct  to 
ce  the  French  to  l>ehBve  with  a  more  friendly 
disposition  towards  us  than  heretofore,  but  could 
find  nothing;  and  be  did  not  expect  them  to  change 
''    ir  conduct  without  some  cause.    The  gentle- 

n  from  Virginia  admits  they  were  hosiilely  dis- 

led  towards  us  at  a  former  period :  that  they  had 
n  guilty  of  aggressions  wnich  would  justify  a 
declaration  of  war.  Mr.  P.  did  not  believe  we 
had  shown  a  more  amicable  disposition  of  late 
towards  them;  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
ivill  not  allow  that  any  of  our  armaments  have 
lad  any  effect.  Therefore,  unless  gcnlUmea  could 
ihow  some  cause  for  a  change  in  the  conduct  of 
France,  he  must  continue  to  oelieve  that  her  dis- 
position remains  the  same. 
But,  whatever  may  Ik  the  issue  of  this  negolia- 
m,  he  could  easily  imagine  that  a  state  of  ne- 
gotiation would  be  more  agreeable  to  the  French 
nation  than  a  slate  of  actual  hostility,  or  than  the 
present  state  of  things.  They  have  diplomatic 
skill  enoug^h  to  see  that  the  minds  of  ihe  people  of 
the  United  Slateu  would  be  roused  by  a  continua- 
tion of  their  enormities,  and  would  be  prepared  to 
baffle  any  attempt  whicD  might  be  made  to  subdue 

'    bring  ni  to  terms ;  and  tbey  can  also  aee  thai 
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a  DKOiiaiion  may  be  caught  ai  by  the  people  of 
the  Uoiied  States,  and  serve  as  a  lure  lo  dl^H.^nl 
them  and  relax  all  their  measures  ofdefeDce,  and 
by  tbis  means  prepare  us  for  a  more  eai>y  prey  at 
some  future  peri. .if. 

Mr.  LiriHGSTON  was  not  surprised  that  gentle- 
men who  had  always  been  tbe  advocBies  of  war, 
at  this  critical  momeut,  when  all  tbe  horrors  of 
peace  stare  them  in  the  face,  should  seize  every 
opportunity  of  postponing  that  dreaded  ereni  by 

SuestioaJDg  the  sincerity  of  the  offer  to  negotiate. 
Mt.RuTLEDGE  asked  whether  thin  hod  been  done'? 
'be  Speakcs  answered  in  the  nesative.]  From 
those  gentlemen  this  was  uaiuralFy  to  have  been 
expected,  and  he  therefore  excused  their  vexation 
and  dismay.  But  Mr.  L.  said  he  was  not  a  little 
astonisihed  that  others,  who  at  least  professed  an 
attachment  to  peace,  should  betray  such  evident 
anxiety  and  uneasiness  at  its  approach.  The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Rdtledge)  has 
said  that  he  wishes  for  peace ;  that  no  class  ol  men 
are  more  exposed  than  his  constituents,  and  that 
he  himselfwuuld  be  a  great  sufferer  by  war.  Such 
withes  and  such  motives  he  was  however  inclined 
to  believe  woDid  have  prompted  language  very  dif- 
ferent from  that  which  had  just  been  heard.  A  gen- 
tleman really  desirous  of  peace  would  not,  be  should 
have  supposed,  travel  out  of  the  argument  to  pro- 
nounce philippics  against  those  with  whom  we 
were  treating,  or  to  question  the  sincerity  of  over- 
tures which  were  made  in  the  mode  we  ourselves 
had  prescribed.  Such  an  one  would  naturally  say 
to  himself,  "  If  these  overtures  are  sincere,  irrita- 
ting language  and  violent  measures  may  retard,  or 
nerhapsTruatrate,the  accomplishment  orthat  event 
1  so  much  desire.  If  on  the  contrary  they  are  in- 
sincere, big  words  and  reproachful  languare  will 
add  nothing  to  oar  defence."  And  he  would  con- 
clude that  conduct  wbich  might  be  productive  of 
mischief,  but  could  in  no  event  be  conducive  to 
good,  bad  belter  be  avoided. 

Mr.  L.  said  these  suspicions  of  double-dealing 
and  insincerity  must  lead  to  eternal  warfare  and 
endless  animosities.  He  knew  no  mode  in  which 
differences  could  be  adjusted,  if  every  offer  was  to 
be  repelled  bysuegeslionsordeceil.  He  knew  not 
whetner  these  offers  to  negotiate  were  tbe  effect  of 
a  desire  lo  accommodate,  or  were  dictated  by  du- 
plicity. It  was  imposible  he  should  know.  Every 
one  was  at  liberty  on  tbis  subject  to  indulge  his 
own  suspicions,  or  to  form  his  opinion  upon  ibe 
facts.  He  himself  Qrmly  believed  thai  the  French 
Republic  weresiocerely  desirous  ofaccommodating 
theirdifferences  with  the  United  Slates;  and  since 
the  President,  by  llie  appointment  of  a  Minister, 
had  met  their  advances,  he  had  lillle  doubt  that  an 
honorable  treaty  would  be  the  result.  But  he  did 
not  think  that  either  the  one  opinion  or  the  other 
ought  to  induce  any  difiereoce  of  conduct;  because 
he  did  not  deem  it  expedient  to  alter  ibe  position 
we  bad  as.^umed,  even  on  tbe  best  grounded  expec- 
tations of  peace.  He  had  not,  i:  is  true,  approved 
of  all  the  steps  which  led  to  that  position ;  but  be- 
ing assumed,  he  thought  it  was  proper  to  retain  it 
until  tbe  final  arrangement  of  our  disputes. 
He  would  not  ask  gentlemen  who  pronounce 


so  decisively  on  the  subject ;  who  lelt  us  that  la 
reliance  is  to  be  placed  in  French  professions;  ihu 
they  {H-omise  only  to  betray  ;  that,  unlike  all  othtr 
nations,  they  treat  us  with  disdain  when  we  uk 
for  peace,  but,  like  spaniels,  crouch  and  fawn  upon 
us  when  we  use  them  ill,  whether  they  had  cslcn- 
laied  the  consequences  of  their  doctrine?  That 
would  be  demaudinr  more  from  them  thin  tbeir 
conduct  had  eiven  him  a  right  to  expect ;  but  lie 
would  ask  wbetber  they  bad  attended  to  dates, 
when  they  arrogated  to  their  measures  the  credit 
of  producing  the  present  disposition  for  peace  ill 
the  Government  of  Francei  Let  it  be  retnetn- 
bered,  said  Mr.  L.,  that  the  most  earnest  and  prest- 
ing  solicitations  for  an  accommodation  were  ex- 
pressed to  Mr.  Qerry ;  that  be  was  repeatedly  ur^ 
to  negotiate  a  treaty,  which  it  was  more  tun 
intimated  be  might  nave  on  his  own  terms;  acd 
that,  after  bis  repeated  refusals  to  treat,  a  Minislet 
was  designated  to  carry  these  pacific  intentions  lo 
America— and  all  tbis  before  any  account  oflhost 
measures  on  which  gentlemen  so  much  pride  them- 
selves had  arrived  in  France.  Let  it  not  be  fu- 
gotten,  too,  that  when  the  account  of  these  mn- 
sures  did  arrive,  so  far  from  having  a  beneficial 
effect,  they  were  very  near  producing  the  onefoi 
which  gentlemen  now  tell  us  they  were  intended. 
and  for  which  they  were  indeed  admirably  cake- 
iatcd-'tbat  of  provoking,  on  the  part  of  Francf.a 
declaration  wnich  could  not  be  obtained  bete. 


facts. 

date  before  the  arrival  of  the  despatches,  and  ihe 
turn  wbich  their  contents  gave  to  the  negotistioB. 
The  discussion  was  turned  lo  unimportant  poiiilsi 
the  design  of  sending  a  Minister  was  relinquished; 
and  everything  showed  a  design  to  protract  tbe 
business,  until  it  could  be  ascertained  whether  ibe 
United  States  were  desirous  of  peace,  or  wocid 
receive  a  Minister,  if  be  should  be  sent.  Id  ibis 
state  of  things,  Mr.  Gerry  received  orders  to  reiun. 
All  further  intercourse  with  France  then  ceased, 
until  the  President,  by  his  Message  to  tbis  Hoosfc 
declared  the  terms  ou  which  alone  he  would  stcd 
a  Minister  to  France.  Nouwner  weretheseierm^ 
known,  iban  the  assurance  is  sent  in  ifae  very 
words  prescribed  by  the  President,  accompaiUM 
by  expressions  of  an  earnest  desire  to  treat.  1°  *" 
this  history,  subsequent  to  tbe  departure  ofMeun. 
Pinckney  and  Marshall,  he  thought  an  evident 
desire  had  been  shown  for  an  accommodatioa,  ibc 
sincerity  of  which  he  believed  it  was  our  dul)'  ic 
test — not  by  reproachful  speeches  and  hostile  mo- 
sures,  but  by  meeting  their  overtures  far  negoiis- 
tion  in  good  faith  ;  and  while  we  showed  our  de- 
sire for  peace,  not  to  trust  too  much  to  our  wislwst 
but  retain  every  measure  of  defence. 

Bui  gentlemen  had  said  that  the  professions ti> 
Mr.  Gerry  were  equally  insincere  with  the  ot«- 
tures  that  are  now  made.  Mr.  L.  said  this  ni^ 
be  so ;  but,  on  this  subject,  be  thought  some  li"" 
weight  ought  to  be  given  to  the  testimony  of  • 
man  who,  in  some  respects,  perhaps,  was  in  asiiot' 
tion  belter  suited  lo  form  a  true  judgment,  thsa 
ihose  who  differ  from  him.  A  man  who  was  oa 
the  spot,  wbo  was  a  principal  acloi  in  tbe  sc«Hi 
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who  bad  no  prejudices  in  fsTor  of  lb«  Preach ; 
wbo  had,  as  he  himself  rays,  undertakeo  his  mis- 
sion wiih  a  view  of  supporling  the  sdministratian 
of  ihe  Executive.  This  man  eipreisly  telU  us  thai 
he  firmlv  belicTea  the  Preach  were  sincere  in  iheir 
desire  ot  accommodation  before  the  arrival  of  the 
dffipatchen.  AndyeIgeDtleroeD,at  3,000milesctis- 
lance,  in  the  plenitGde  of  Iheir  wisdom  undertake 
Id  sit  that  he  was  mtstakea,  and  gTosslf  ignorant 
of  what  he  ought  to  have  bMn  best  iaformed. 

Bnl  Mr.  L.  Miid  he  would  not  quarrel  with  gen- 
tlemen about  the  credit  which  the;  assumed  fur 
producing  the  present  state  of  things.  All  he  de- 
tired  was,  that  howerer  produced,  proper  advan- 
tage mi^ht  betaken  ofil.  And  he  could  not  avoid 
eiprrssmg  his  astonishment  that  so  much  evident 


expected  from  the  energy  of  their  measures.  Thi 
key  to  it,  he  believed,  was  to  be  fonnd  in  the  sen  ■ 
liment  delivered  by  the  gentleman  from  Connec- 
lient.  (Mr.  Dahi,)  wbostates  "  that  no  other  nation 
but  (he  French  would  or  ought  to  have  borne  the 
messures  taken  by  the  United  Statesj  that  they 
were  calculated  to  produce  war,  and,  with  any 
other  nation,  woold  have  had  that  effect,"  Is  it 
disappointment,  then,  that  prodaces  the 

so  evident  on  theprospect  of  peace  1     Hl 

to  answer  in  Ihe  affirmative,  out  certain  syraploms 
night  warrant  (he  opinion. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  {Mr.  Rut- 
lcikie)  had  mentioned  delay.  France,  he  said, 
always  conqaered  by  producing  delays.  This  he 
d)ought  not  B  very  applicable  expression  '~  ''- ' 
npidily  with  whicli  gnitlemen  traced  ihi 


unfonnnate.  It  appears  that  Ihe 
bBvenowbeenaetednpon  were  communicated  by 
the  Minister  for  Foreign  Relations  at  Paris,  Ig  Mr. 
Picbon  at  Ihe  Hague,  and  by  him  to  Mr.  Murray, 
OD  the  2Sth  of  September;  and  we  hear  nothing 
«f  ibem  until  the  close  of  February.  He  did  no' 
biowwhen  the  communication  was  received  here 


that  ii  was  before  ihe  opening  _. , 

fore  the  adoption  of  all  Ihe  expensive  measures  . 
have  nndertaken;  before  the  loan  was  opened 
eight  per  cent.;  before  the  intemperate  commentary 
was  written  on  Mr.  Qerry's  despatches,  with  which 
*e  have  been  favored  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
Ltt  gentlemen  compare  the  language  of  that  sin- 

Slar  State  paper  with  these  proposals  made  lo  Mr. 
urray ;  let  them  examine  the  respective  (lates,and 
then  let  them  talk  to  us  of  delar. 

Mr.  Shepara  could  not  think,  with  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  that  France  is  serious  in  her 
proiiosals  to  neffoiiate ;  he  believed  she  meant  to 
deceive  as ;  and  sooner  than  be  deceived  by  them 
he  woald  fight  the  ungodly  nation.  After  some 
other  obwTVBiions,  he  sat  down,  with  hoping  the 
quesiioo  wonld  be  taken. 

Tbeqnestion  was  put  on  agreeing  to  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  carried— 52  to 
«  as  follows  : 

Viu— Oeoise  Baer,  jr,  Abraham  Baldwin,  David 
Baid,  Bkknd  Bmt,  B«bert  Bmra,  eannal  J.  Cabell, 


John  Cbapman,  Thatna*  CUuborae,  William  Chute* 
Cvie  CiMbome,  Milthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Thonua 
T.  Davii,  John  Dawson,  George  Dent,  JoMph  Eggl*- 
■ton,  Lncai  Elmendorf;  William  Findlsy,  John  Powler, 
Nathaniel  Fraemin.jr.,  Albert  Gallatin,  Jamea  GiJle» 

ie,  Andrew  Gregg,  WitUam  Barry  (^vs,  John  A. 

[anna.  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Janalhan  N.  Havens,  Jo- 
Mph Hmater,  David  Holniea,  Walter  Jodb*,  Edward 
LivingirtoD,  Matthew  Locke.  Matthew  Lvoo,  Nathan- 
iel Macon,  Blair  McCtenachaa,  JoHph  McDowell,  Ad- 


Spaight,  Feteg  Bpragoe,  Richard  Spiigg,  Richard  Slan- 
find,  Thomai  Sumter,  Abnm  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip 
Van  Cortlandt,  Joaeph  B.  Vamom,  Abraham  Venabla, 
and  Robert  Williams. 

fTiis— John  Allen,  Bailey  Bartlett,  Jimea  A.  Baj' 
■rd,  Jonalhan  Brace,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bnllock, 
Christopher  G.  ChampUn,  Jamea  Coehian,  Wm.  Ciaik, 
Samoel  W.  Dana,  John  Dennis,  William  Edmond,  Tho- 
mas Evana,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Janathan  Free- 
man, Henry  Qlen,  Chaoncaj  Goodrich,  William  Gor- 
don, Roger  Oriawold,  Robert  Goodloe  Haiper,  Tboma* 
Barlley,  William  Hindman,  Hesekiah  L.  Honner,  Ja& 
H.  Imlaj,  John  Wilkea  Kitlera,  Samnet  Lyman,  Jamea 
Machir,  William  Matthewa,  LewM  R.  Morris,  Harrwoa 
G.  Otia,  laaac  PaAer,  Thomas  Pinckney,  John  Read, 


George  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thonuon, 
Thomas  Tillinghast,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wada- 
worth,  Robert  Wain,  and  John  Williams. 

The  second  section  was  then  amended  by  add- 
ing lo  it  the  usual  enacting  clause;  but  after  some 
observations  against  passing  it  by  Mr.  Shwall, 
since  the  first  section  had  been  stricken  out  on  the 
motion  for  its  going  to  a  third  reading,  it  waa 
negatived.  And  so  the  bill  waa  rejected. 
EXPULSION  OP  MATTHEW  LYON. 

Mr.  Batard  proposed  the  following  tesolutioa 
to  the  House : 

"  Raohed,  That  Matthew  Lyon,  a  member  of  Uiia 
Houae,  having  been  convicted  of  beiog  a  netoiiouB  ani 
seditions  peraon,  and  of  ■  depraved  mind,  and  wicked 
and  diabolical  diaposilion  ;  and  of  wickedly,  decaitfitUj, 
and  malieioaslT,  coDtriving  to  debme  the  Government 
of  the  United  Stales;  and  of  having,  with  intent  and 
design  to  debme  the  Government  of  the  United  Statea, 
and  John  Adams,  the  Pceiident  ot  the  United  States, 
and  to  bring  the  said  Govemoient  and  President  into 
contempt  and  disrepute,  and  with  intent  and  daaign  to 
iidte  against  the  aaid  Government  and  Freudent  the 


United  States — wickedly,  know- 


indalona  and  s 
expelled  this  Hoi 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  only  to  remark  that  this  res- 
olution is  copied  from  the  record  of  the  trial,  which 
he  had  in  his  possession. 

Mr.  NicBOLae  said,  if  this  had  been  a  candid 
statement  of  the  business,  he  should  have  been 
willing  to  have  come  to  an  immediate  vote  upon 
it ;  but  words  are  introduced  into  this  resolution 
(which  ate  words  of  course  in  every  indictment) 
which  do  not  parlicularly  belong  to  this  offence, 
Bitd  the  truth  of  which  ia  lUTer  inquired  into  upon 
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a  tcial.  As  he  wished  the  nature  of  the  offence 
to  be  clearly  staled,  he  hoped  the  motiou  would 
lie  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Bavaro  observed  be  had  already  said  the 
terms  used  are  copied  from  the  record  itaeli^  aod 
he  did  not  think  the  gentleaian  from  Virginia  had 
been  wiser  than  the  law.  He  had  himself  no 
Joubt  that  all  (he  charges  on  (he  record  are  perti- 
nent to  the  subject ;  if  not,  it  would  be  extremely 
Improper  to  introduce  them.  They  are  charg^ 
upon  which  a  jury  of  the  country  have  decided. 

Mr.  Nicholas  appealed  to  the  genlleman  from 
Delaware,  and  to  all  other  gentlemen  of  the  law 
who  heard  him,  whether  the  words  here  used  are 
not  the  mere  form  of  the  indictment,  and  uncou' 
Qeeted  with  the  act  here  charged.  He  moved  to 
adjourn,  which  motion  was  carried  without  a  di- 


Thorsdat,  February  21. 
AUEN  AND  SEDITION  LAWS. 

Mr.  OooDBicB,  from  the  commiltae  to  whom 
w«a  referred  the  neveral  petitions  which  have  been 
preferred  during  the  session  for  the  repeal  of  the 
■lien  and  sedition  laws,  made  a  long  report  on  this 
subject,  showing  the  coDStilulionality  of  these  laws, 
and  the  propriety  of  couEinuingtbem  in  force.  The 
report  concludes  with  three  resolutions, declaring  it 
inexpedient  to  repeal  the  alien  law,  sedition  law, 
or  any  of  the  laws  relative  to  the  Military  or  Na- 
val Bsiablishments  of  the  United  Butes.  The 
report  was  committed  for  Monday,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed.^ 

Mr.  Oallatih  presented  a  petition  from  seren 
kundred  and  Sf)y-five  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Cheater,  and  another  from  seveniy-eizht  inhabi- 
tants of  Washington  county,  both  m  the  Stale  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws. 

Mr.  BaowN  presented  petitions  and  remoU' 
■traaees,  of  the  same  natuiv,  from  one  thousand 
Aine  hundred  and  forty  inhabitants  of  Montgomery 
county,  and  from  one  thousand  one  hundred  inhabi- 
tants of  Northampton  county,  both  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

■  Mr.  McCij:N4oaAN  presented  a  petition  of  the 
same  kind,  from  five  nundred  ana  eighiy-seven 
mhabiiants  of  the  Northern  Liberties  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

These  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 

!if  the  Whole,  to  whom  wax,  tbis  moining,  rC' 
erred  the  lepoil  of  a  select  committee  on  this 
subject. 

BUNDRY  BILLB. 
Mr.  PiNCKKET.  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  wfaetner  any  and  what  amendments 
are  necessary  in  the  law  for  the  relief  of  sick  and 
disabled  seamen,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  pre- 
sent law,  which  was  committed. 

Mr.  Oallatin,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  what  alterations  are  necessary  in  the 
law  appropriating  lauds  for  military  services,  re- 
ported a  bill  10  amend  this  law.  which  was  com- 
mitted. 


Mr.  8.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Arnold,  and  a  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a 
beacon  on  Boon  island,  which  were  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  IIabfer,  the  House  weal 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  two  Tol- 
lowing  bills,  which  were  agreed  to,  and  ordered 
10  be  read  a  third  time  u>-morrow.  viz : 

A  bill  allowing  James  Mathers  a  cranpensaiioa 
for  services  done  to  the  United  Slates,  and  for 
expenses  atiending  the  same;  and 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  defraying  [be 
expenses  which  may  arise  in  carrying  into  effect 
certain  treaties  between  the  United  States  and 
several  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAHPEtt,  the  House  weol 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  QoTetomeDt 
for  the  year  1799;  and,  after  going  ihiough  the 
same,  the  House  took  up  the  amendments  and 
agreed  to  (hem.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  lo  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  (o 
grant  addiiional  compeDiation  for  the  year  1739, 
to  certain  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
senuiives  of  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to,  the  committee  rose,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Varnuh  laid  a  resolution  upon  the  table  to 
the  following  eETect : 

Raohtd,  That  the  Preddant  of  the  Unitod  8ldM 
b«  uithoiized  and  empowered  lo  call.npoa  the  EUeeu- 
tivM  of  the  MT«ral  Stales,  to  teke  efiectual  hmudiim, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  to  organize  and  hold  in  reulineMtii 
march,  on  the  ihorteM  notice,  80,000  miUtia,  including 
officer^  to  be  aj^iointed  according  to  the  munbei  of 
each   State   respectively; 


ZSZ 


which  detachment  of  miUtia  ihall  be  officered  o 
the  present  militia  officers. 

Mr.  Vahncu  said,  that  at  the  extraordinary  ses- 
sion, a  law  was  passed  directing  S0,000  militia  to 
be  held  in  readiness,  which  law  expires  at  the 
close  of  the  present  session.  These  80,000  men 
had  been  the  only  effective  force  of  any  conse- 
quence which  we  have  possessed  during  that  time ; 
for  though  laws  have  been  passed  for  augmenting 
our  Army,  the  object  has  not  been  effected  ;  and, 
as  he  had  great  confidence  in  the  defence  of  the 
militia  of  the  country,  be  should  wish  this  numbet 
of  men  to  be  held  in  readineta,  until  our  dispuies 
with  France  are  completely  settled.  He  should 
not  (hink  it  safe,  in  our  present  situation,  to  relin- 
quish this  force. 

The  reaolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  ifae  table. 

PUSCHABE  OF  NAVAL  TIMBEK 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Josiah  Paskeb,  the  House 
took  up  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
authorizing  (he  purchase  of  timber  for  naval  pur- 
poses. The  amendments  proposed  to  strike  out 
the  appropriation  of  $100,000,  and  to  insert  in  its 

filace  $200  000,  authorizing  also  the  money  to  be 
aid  out  on  land  upon  which  timber  is  growing,  as 
well  as  upon  limber. 
After  somp  dttbat^  i«  wbich  tb«ae  anMBdments 
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Alien  and  Sedition  Law*. 


were  sapponed  by  Mr-  J.  Parker  sad  Mr.  Pcnck- 
.■rn,  ana  opposed  by  Messrs.  Nicholas,  J,  Wil- 
uiMS,  QiLLATiN,  aod  McDowell,  the  amead- 
ments  were  concurred  in — 50  to  37. 
QUARANTINE  LAWS. 
The  House  then  took  up  the  amendments  of  the 
Seeite  to  the  bill  respectinf  quarantinei  tod 
hetlth  iatn,  which  wer«  concurred  in.  [They 
proTtded  that  the  Judge  of  any  diitrict  court,  in 
cue  of  any  eonta«iDD*  lickueas,  which  luajr  en- 
daoger  the  lires  of  peraooi  confined  in  prison,  do 
direci  the  Marahal  to  remore  the  prisoners  to  the 
Hit  adjacent  prison,  where  saoh  disease  does  not 
pmait;  that,  in  case  of  such  disease  prerailing 
at  the  seat  of  Qovemmeol,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
tbe  President  to  permit  and  direct  the  removal  of 
aof  or  tU  ihe  public  offices,  to  sueb  other  place  or 
|iwces  as,  in  his  discretion,  shall  be  deemed  most 
nf«  lod  conrenient  for  condacting-  the  public 
bosiDCH ;  end  also  a  power  to  Judges  to  adjourn 
Hjr  court  which  may  be  held  in  any  place  where 
cwiagion  exi!itf,  to  a  place  of  aafetf.] 

Fbidav,  February  22. 

Tbe  foUowing  bills  were  read  the  third  time 
lad  raised: 

A  nil  allowing  to  Jame»  Mathers  compensation 
for  snricei  as  Sergeanl-ai-Arms  to  the  Senate ;  a 
bill  making  appropriations  for  expenses  which 
nty  arise  in  carrying  into  effect  certain  treaties 
*ilh  ladian  tribes  or  nntioos  of  Indians ;  and  a 
Inll  to  great  additional  cootpensaiion  for  ibe  year 
1799,  to  certain  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  tbe  United  States. 
ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAWS. 

Mr,  Bard  presented  several  petitions  and  re- 
moDitniDces  from  1,487  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Franklin,  in  Pennsylvania,  prayin?  for  tbe  re- 

il  of  tbe  alien  and  sedition  laws ;  which  having 


e 


Hr.  Bard  moved  to  have  this  petition  referred 
uuiual. 

Mr.  HiRPBR  inquired  whether  it  would  be  in 
order  to  strike  out  a  part  of  this  petition.  On 
being  answered  in  the  negative  by  the  apc»itER, 
Mr,  H.  said,  he  was  always  unwilling  to  object  to 
the  reference  of  petitions;  but,  on  ihi 

he  could  not  help  protesting  against  a 

libel  contained  in  these  petitions  against  t hi 

ud  jnries  of  this  country.  Some  time  ago  a 
peat  deal  had  been  said  on  the  subject  of  courts 
and  juries  in  this  Honse,  and  now  we  find  the 
jnitiments,  as  many  others  hare  been,  reverbera- 
»d  in  ihe  form  of  petitions.  It  is  here  said,  "  that 
the  ledttioo  law  had,  in  its  eiecution,  been  used 
as  a  nifwn  of  private  reneeance.  personal  enmi- 

Sand  party  resentment.''  A  charge  so  unjusti- 
Wej  and  so  untrue,  upon  the  courts  and  juries 
of  (hit  country,  he  could  not  suffer  to  be  reFerred 
witflODi  his  protest. 

Mr.  OtLLATiif  observed,  that  the  reference  of 
**»e  petitions  is  objected  to,  on  account  of  what 
■he  gentleraan  from  South  Carolina  calls  a  libel 
vhieb  makes  a  part  of  theae  petitions.    This,  said 


Mr.  Q.,  is  going  upon  the  ground,  which  the  great- 
est enemies  of  these  laws  have  barely  suggested 
might  be  taken,  but  which  they  thought  scarcely 


speaking  on  the  measures  of  OoTernroent  were 
by  law  restiicted  ;  and  now,  taking  it  for  granted, 
that  the  allegation  contained  in  these  petitions 
is  untrue,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina- 
wishes  to  refuse  these  ^titions  a  reference,  with- 
out examining  whether  it  is  true  or  not.  The  peti- 
tioners say  that  the  sedition  law  has  been  carried 
into  effect  under  the  operation  of  party  spirit  and 
personal  revenge.  The  gentleman  says  that  ihia 
IS  not  true  ;  but  he  does  not  want  to  have  tbealle- 
^tion  examined,  in  order  to  dticover  whether 
It  be  true  or  not,  but  to  dismiss  the  subject  at 
once  ;  to  tell  Ihe  people,  "  You  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  lay  yonr  petitions  before  us,  if  yon  dar 
ly  thai  laws  are  carried  ' ■  -  -  .  -     — 


gr«- 


tifj  party  spirit  or  private  revenge,  (for  nothing  is 
«aid  of  courts  and  juries,)  if  they  contain  such 


wonld  be  conpinced  that  though  the  charge  is  not 
a  libel,  that  it  is  at  least  a  gross  mistake;  that  no 
such  personal  enmity,  party  spirit,  or  private  re- 
venge, has  taken  place,  eitner  in  the  c 


ject  Id  the  reference  of  petitions,  would  be  to  say 
that  we  have  the  power  of  defining  the  nature  M 
peliiioos;  that  they  may  apply  to  this  and  that 
object,  but  that  there  are  certain  points  which  the 
peoplf  may  not  touch.  He  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther the  people  have  not  a  right  to  say,  if  they 
choose,  that  the  administration  of  justice  is  cor- 
rupt T  and  whether,  if  they  do  say  so,  the  fact 
ought  not  to  be  inquired  into?  It  ceilainlv  ought, 
and  he  was  surprised  to  hear  such  an  objectioa 
made.  It  must  have  arisen,  because  these  peti- 
tions are  grating  to  the  feeling  of  gentlemen  who 
are  favorable  to  these  laws.  He  hoped,  on  recol- 
lection, that  the  reference  of  petitions  does  not 
imply  an  approbation  of  the  sentiments  contained 
in  them,  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
would  permit  ihene  petitions  to  be  referred. 

Mr.  Harper  was  not  surprised  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  should  defend  these  peti- 
tions, for  reasons  which  every  man  must  know. 
What  he  has  said  upon  the  subject  is  no  more  than 
a  repetition  of  some  things  which  we  have  before 
heard.  He  agreed  that,  wheii  grievances  are  com- 
plained of,  ihey  ought  to  be  examined ;  and  if  the 
people  were  to  complain  of  a  maladministration, 
of  justice,  the  fact  ousht  to  be  inquired  intoj  but 
when  the  repeal  of  a  law  is  prayed  for,  it  certainly 
cannot  be  proper  for  petitioners  to  go  into  chatgea- 
againat  the  administration  of  courts  and  juries,  by 
sayine  that  prosecutioas  are  carried  on  under  pac- 
and  party  revenge.    To  do  this  '    '~ 


n  from  Pennsylvania  likes  this,  perhaps,  fi  — 

party  motives,  but  he  ousht  to  remember  that  it  is 
an  instrument  which  will  cut  both  ways ;  and  tha 
use  of  which,  if  he  has  any  respect  for  the  laws 
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having  countenanced.  Mr.  H.  said,  if  in  ordef^  hf 
would  move  to  refer  this  pan  of  the  memorial  to 
a  select  committee,  with  a  view  of  inquiriog  into 
the  subject- matter,  and  report  their  opinion  there- 
on to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  declared  such  a  motion  out  of 
Older ;  aod,  after  some  observations  froio  Mr. 
Nicholas,  in  which  he  said  the  gentleman  from 


if  because  these  petitions  complained  uf  the  ad- 
ministration of  one  part  of  our  Qoveraroent 
(which,  however,  he  did  not  allow  they  do)  they 
were  to  be  rejected,  it  miffht  be  expected  that, 
hereafter,  no  petition  would  De  received  tnat  com- 
plained of  the  maladministration  of  any  depart- 
ment of  the  Oovernmenl. 

The  reference  was  carried,  there  being  55  votes 
fw  it. 

Mt.  GiLLATitt  presented  petitions  from  six  hun- 
dred and  seveaiy-eigbl  iobabiianis  of  Chester 
eouDty.praying.fur  the  repeal  of  the  alien  and  se- 
dition taws,  io  the  same  words  with  those  pre- 
sented yesterday. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mi-.  Harpeh,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
makitig  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Mil- 
iiaijF  Establishment  for  the  year  1799  ;  and,  after 
filling  the  blanks  of  the  bill,  the  committee  rose, 
and  the  House  having  eoncarred  in  the  amend- 
ments, (he  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  NAVY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Josuh  Parker,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  for  the  government  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States;  and,  after  going  through  the  same, 
the  committee  rose,  tind  the  amendments  being 
concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

OH  EXPELLING  MATTHEW  LYON. 

Mr.  Bayard  called  up.  for  consideration,  the 
following  resolution,  which  he  had  laid  upon  the 
table  a  day  or  two  ago  : 

"  Retohtd,  That  Matthew  Lyon,  a  member  of  Ihii 
HouM,  having  been  convicted  of  being  ■  notorions  and 
•editious  peruti,  «ad  of  t  depraved  mind,  and  wicked 
•nd  diabolical  iliqMMition,  and  of  wickedly,  dBceitfullj, 
and  malicioDBly,  contriving  to  de&me  the  Oovcrnment 
of  the  United  State*,  and  of  having  with  intent  and 
design  to  defeme  the  Govemment  of  the  United  atatee, 
and  John  Adams,  the  Premdent  of  the  United  Stalei, 
and  to  bring  the  uid  Oovernment  and  Preaideni  in 
coDtempt  and  diaropute,  and  with  intent  and  design  -, 
exdte  against  the  wid  Govemmenl  and  President  the 
hatred  of  the  good  people  of  the  Untied  Sutei,  and  to 
•lir  up  ledition  in  the  United  8tate«,  vrickedlv,  know- 
in^;,  and  maUdouily  written  and  published,  certain 
•eandabus  and  eeditiaui  writings  or  libels,  be  therefore 
azpelled  this  Home." 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  Mr.  B.  pre 
senied  to  the  House  a  copy  of  the  record  of  Mi 


Lvon'b  trial,  which   was  read  by  the  Clerk,  after 
which. 

Mr.  B.  ohierved,  it  would  not  be  necesttrgr 
to  trouble  the  House  with  many  observaiioDS 
in  support  of  this  resolotioo.  The  facts  upon 
which  the  resolution  is  founded,  are  proved  to  bt 
incon  trover  I  ibly  true,  bv  the  record  which  bad 
just  been  read.  The  only  question,  therefore,  be- 
fore the  House  was,  as  to  the  consequence  of  tk 
fact,  or  whether  the  crime  of  which  the  membei 
in  question  had  been  convicted,  is  a  sufficient 
cause  for  expulsion.  Mr.  B.  referred  the  House  [g 
that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  gives  ike 
House  the  power  of  expulsion.  The  power,  said 
'  '  unlimited.  The  House  has  the  power  to 
expel  a  member  for  any  crime,  or  for  anv  canse, 
which,  in  their  discretion,  they  conceive  das  res- 
dei«d  him  unfit  to  remain  a  member  of  the  body. 
Perhaps  somegenilemen  may  think  that  it  »  im- 
proper for  the  House  to  take  notice  of  act)  done 
by  lis  members  out  of  the  House,  but  he  believed 
the  fallacy  of  such  a  doctrine  would  be  easily  seen. 
■       fore,  be 


IS  certainly  possible,  and  n 


'ffi 


therefoi 


by  thei 
pFidn 


guilty  of  murder,  treason,  perjury,  or  other  infa- 
mous crime,  and  would  it  be  asserted  that  a  man. 
deGled  by  crimes  of  this  kind,  ought  to  be  suffered 
to  represent  a  portion  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  in  the  National  Legislature?  He  trusKd 
that  no  gentleman,  who  valued  reputation,  would 
contend  for  such  a  point.  The  question,  then  is, 
said  Mr.  B.,  whether  the  act  in  question  is  an  lei 
of  that  description,  the  commission  of  whieb 
ought  to  induce  the  House  to  expel  the  coovicied 
member  t  In  his  opinion,  the  crime  was  of  ihe 
first  political  magnitude.  A  crime  not  only  af- 
fecting the  members  of  this  House,  but  the  whole 
community,  as  its  consequences  go  to  the  subve^ 
sioQ  o(  the  Oovernment.  This  Government,  »»id 
Mr.  B-  depends  for  its  existence  upon  the  good 
11  of  the  people.  That  good  will  is  mainUioed 
''  '  good  opinion.  But.  how  is  that  j^xid 
.0  be  preserved,  if  wicked  and  unprioei- 
I,  men  of  inordinate  and  desperate  amtii- 
allowed  to  state  facta  to  the  people  vhicb 
are  not  true,  which  they  know  at  ihe  time  to 
be  false,  and  which  are  stated  with  the  ciiminsl 
intention  of  bringing  the  Government  into  disre- 
pute among  the  people.  This  was  falsely  and  de- 
ceitfully stealing  the  public  opinion;  it  wasa  fel- 
ony of  the  worst  and  most  dangerous  nature.  The 
member  from  Vermont  has  been  convicted  of  do- 
ing this,  with  a  view  of  exciting  the  hatted  of  the 
people  against  the  President  and  Senate^  and  of 
stirring  up  sedition  in  the  country.  This,  in  bit 
opinion,  was  a  crime  of  the  greatest  magnitude, 
since  it  is  all  important  that  the  channel  by  wbiek 
information  is  conveyed  lo  the  people  should  be 

[reserved  as  pure  as  possible  ;  for.  if  men  are  sl- 
ewed to  state  things  as  facts,  whicn  they  knoff  to 
be  false,  what  will  be  the  consequence?  How- 
ever upright  the  Government,  or  however  correcl 
the  First  Magistrate  may  be,  the  hatred  of  the 
people  may  be  excited  against  them  by  meani  of 
false  information ;  and  when  a  foreiga  foe,  or  do- 
mestic traitors,  join  the  standard  of  rcbeUion,  ike 
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beit  CoDitiiutioa  and  OoTeniinent  dih;  be  sub- 
verted.   Therefore,  that  falsehood  which  deprives 
men  of  the  means  of  forming  a  trae  judfineDi  of 
pablic  ifiWira,  in  this  country,  where  (he  Gorera- 
meot  ia  eleciire,  is  a  crime  of  the  first  magnitude. 
The  member  from  Vermont  has  been  coiiTicted, 
nndet  ai^rarated  circumstances.     He  was  on  this 
floor  when  the  law,  against  which  be  has  offended, 
was  pissed.    He,  therefore,  was  well  acqusinted 
witbthelaw;  yet,  with  this  knowledge,  he  has 
AJkIf,  scandalotisljr  and  maliciously,  defamed  the 
PresidBUi  of  the  United  Sutes,  with  a  riew  of 
exciting  hatred,  and  siining  up  sediiion.   These 
facis  are  recorded  and  iacoatroTenible ;  and  he 
coDceiTed  it  would  be  out  uf  order  to  call  them  in 
qnnlion. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  appealing  lo  the  candor 
ud  honor  which  he  expected  to  find  in  the  House, 
whether  a  membei,  the  malice  of  whose  heart,  and 
(he  falsehood  of  whose  pen,  stood  recorded  ;  who 
hid,  from  the  worst  and  baiest  motives,  violated 
a  law  which  he  had  himself  assisted  lo  make,  wan 
fit  to  hold  a  seal  in  that  House.    Will  aoy  one 
Mf  ihat  a  man  who  does  not  keep  the  taws  on^bt 
to  be  allowed  10  make  them  ?    Certainly,  Doihjng 
WIS  mote  repngnant  lo  principle  and  propriety ; 
and,  an  he  conceived  the  member  from  Vermont 
Wat  notorioiuly  and  ezemplarilv  guilty  in  Ihik  re- 
i^t,  an  obligation  rested  on  ihe  House  to  expel 
turn.    Mr.  6.  said  he  brought  forward  this  resolu- 
tion from  a  sense  only  of  public  duty,  from  a 
■tioo^  feeling  for  national  character.    He  knew 
bat  little,  and  should  be  happy  if  it  were  less,  of 
the  member  who  wa*  the  object  of  it.    He  eonid 
not  be  sospecied  of  having  been  Induced  to  tfai 
■tep  he  had  taken  by  the  miserable  gratification  of 
offermg  violence  to  the  fee  Hags  orihe  member. 
He  beUeved  that  nothing  he  had  said,  nor  any- 
thing which  could  be  said,  would  awaken  a  single 
feeliog.    His  sensation*  were  of  another  sort,  and 
aeited  in  another  manner.    Mr.  B.  conceiTed  he 
had  done  his  duty,  and  if  the  House  refased 
rify  itietf  by  the  eipobion  of  the  member, 
sanisfaelion  to  him  toreflect  that  it  would  appear 
to  the  world  that  he  had  no  share  in  the  disgt 
Mt.  Nicholas  had  hoped   that  the  gentle....... 

fntm  Delaware  wonid  hare  shown  to  the  House 
umething  in  this  transaction  which  made  Ihe 
character  of  the  member  alluded  to  so  iofamous 
istohare  rendered  him  unfit  to  hold  a  seal  in  it 
Honse.  He  should  have  thought  that,  after 
member  of  this  House  had  suffered  so  severely 
the  member  from  Vermont  hat  suffered  by  fine 
*Bd  imprisonment,  it  would  hare  been  thought 
nfcewary  logo  into  a  consideration  of  the  nature 
of  (he  offence  of  which  be  ia  said  to  hare  been 
guilty,  and  lo  have  shown  that  the  guilt  attaching 
to  him  was  such  as  to  defile  the  characters  of  the 
ttti  of  the  members  to  sii  with  him,  before  a  vote 
oteipulsion  was  taken.  Indeed,  Mr.  N.  had  sup- 
pled that  there  had  been  but  one  opinion  on  this 
subject,  and  that  no  attempt  would  have  been 
made  to  have  inflicted  a  second  punishment.  The 
Cenileman  from  Delaware,  Mr.  N.  said,  had  con- 
fined himself  in  his  deetaraiion  about  ihis  ofienee, 
to  its  beiof  BB  <deDce  against  Mte  of  lh«  laws  of 


the  United  States,  without  showing  the  House 
what  the  offence  was.  or  wishing  them  lo  form  a 
judgment  upon  it. 

Mr.  N.  was  surprised  at  this  second  prosecution, 
because,  if  gentlemen  wilt  speak  candidly,  accord' 
■ — :  to  tne  opinions  which  tney  formerly  delivered 
justification    of  the  law,  they  will   acknow- 
led^  that  the  whole  of  the  charges  brought 
against  the  member  from  Vermont  ought  not  to 
have  tteen  inquired  into  under   the  sedition  law ; 
since  two  of  ihe  count*  contained  in  ibe  indict- 
ment are  mere  matters  of  opinion,  not  containing 
the  least  suggestion  of  fact ;  and  the  tbird  rests  so 
ich  on  matter  of  opinion,  that  it  is  impossible, 
:ording  to  ■  sound  construction  of  the  law,  for 


ture  of  the  charges  exhibited  against  the  member 
froni  Vermont,  and  to  say  whether  they  were  not 
of  such  a  nature  as  lo  render  it  difficult  to  lay 
whether  they  are  welt  founded,  and,  if  ihey  are 
well  founded,  then  ihey  are  innocenL  In  the  re- 
cord from  which  he  bad  copied  the  charges,  there 
---  -'-ree  counts;  two  of  them  are  founded  oc  ex- 
taken  from  a  letter,  called  "  Barlow's  Let- 
ter ;"  the  third  is  for  sentiments  contsioed  in  a 
letter  of  the  member's  own  writing.  The  two 
first  turn  on  mere  matters  of  opinion.  Mr.  N, 
read  the  counts  as  follows : 

The  minrnderslanding  between  the  two  Oovem- 
menls  has  become  eitremelf  aluming,  confidence  ia 
mmpletelj  destrojed,  mistniits,  jesloniy,  and  ■  dispo- 
sition to  a  wrong  sltribnlioti  of  motives,  ire  lo  appa* 
runt  as  to  reqnir*  the  atmost  eanlion  in  ersty  word 
■nd  action  that  ue  to  come  before  jour  EzeentiTe — I 
if  jonr  object  is  lo  avoid  hoitilitiee.  Had  this 
l^elstood  a 


tmth  \ 


I  befiire  the  recall  of 


ncy  ;  had  it  gnided  the  pens  that  wrote  the  bnlljing 
Speech  of  your  Fiesident,  and  slnpid  uuwer  of  jour 
Senate,  at  Uis  apening  of  Congreu  in  november  la>^ 
I  should  probably  hive  had  no  occasion  lo  iddreas  yon 
this  letter.  But  we  found  him  borrowing  the  lanfuaga 
of  Great  Britain,  and  telling  the  world  thit,  although 
he  should  succeed  in  tieating  with  Ihe  French,  there 
was  no  dependence  to  be  placed  on  any  of  their  an- 
gsgementi ;  that  their  religion  uid  morality  were  at 
an  end;  that  they  had  turned  pirate*  and  plunderers; 
and  it  would  be  necessary  to  be  perpetually  aimed 
against  them,  though  they  are  at  peace.  We  wonder- 
ed that  the  answer  of  both  Houses  had  not  been  an 
order  lo  send  himlo  amad-faonsa.  Inft**'^  of  thia,  the 
Senate  have  echoed  the  Speech  with  more  servility  than 
BTBT  l3eoTge  in.  eipeiienced  bom  either  Home  of  Par- 
lismant. 

"  As  lo  Ihe  Executive,  when  I  shall  see  the  sflbrt*  of 
that  power  bent  on  the  promotion  of  the  eomfiirt,  the 
happineea,  and  accommodation  of  Ihe  people,  thai  Ex- 
ecutive stiall  have  my  sealons  and  uniform  auppovL 
But,  when  I  see  evaiy  conaidGratxHi  of  the  puhhc  wet 
bre  awallowsd  np  in  a  eonlinusl  grasp  fbr  power,  in  an 
unbounded  tbirat  for  ridiculous  pomp,  fooliah  adulatioiv 
or  selfish  avarice ;  whan  I  shall  behold  men  of  real 
merit  daily  turned  oat  of  office  for  no  other  canae  but 
independence  of  sentiment;  when  I  shall  see  men  of 
firmness,  merit,  years,  atnlities,  and  experience,  dia- 
carded  on  their  application  for  office,  for  iesr  they  pos- 
saas  that  ind^odeno'     ~  '  ~        '  '      ' 


in  of  meannees  pruned 
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tat  the  MM  with  wbii^  Huj  Uke  up  and  adTiicata 
miiuaDi,  the  coneeqaence  of  whkh  thej  kboir  but  Ut- 
tto  of;  when  I  dull  *ee  the  mcred  Dune  of  raligioQ 
einplojod  M  a  State  engine  to  make  mankiiid  hale  and 
panecute  one  aaotlier,  I  ihalt  not  be  thaii  hnmbie  ad- 

The  two  first  coanfs  con  tain  thropinioiiior  ibe 
writer  on  public  sod  notoriouE  acu.  No  act  is 
charged  upon  tbe  President  aod  Senate  wbich  is 
not  Doiorious.  It  is  not  an  attempt  to  impose  upon 
the  world  a  belier  of  facts  which  do  not  exist.  He 
called  upon  gentlemen  of  the  law  and  other*  to 
say  whether  this  law  was  ever  iniended  lo  extend 
to  matters  of  opioion.  He  was  aslonUhed  that  a 
record  of  this  kind  should  erer  come  from  a  court 
of  the  United  States.    The  law  declares  that  the 

iiublicationa  which  it  proposes  to  punish,  shall  be 
alse and  scandalous.  .Do  gentlemen  sa; opinions 
can  be  falw  which  do  not  contain  matter  of  fact? 
Another  part  of  the  law  gives  to  the  party  accused 
the  privilege  of  giving  the  truth  of  the  fact  charged 
in  eTideace ;  but  It  is  impossible  that  tbrs  can  be 
done^  where  the  matter  charged  consisis  of  mere  : 
opinion ;  and  juries  could  nolpossibly  say  whether  | 
au  opinion  be  true  or  false.  They  can  only  deter-  ' 
mine  whether  or  not  it  is  their  own  opinion. 

If  a  man  is  to  be  subject  to  a  prosecution  for  bis 
opinions,  what  will  be  tne  consequence  ?  We  are, 
said  Mr.  N.;  sent  here  to  form  an  opinion,  and, 
when  we  return  home,  we  are  expected  to  deliver 
that  opinion  to  our  consiiuents  -,  but,  if  Lhe  pro- 
priety of  our  opinions  are  not  lo  be  judged  oi  by 
ourselves,  but  bf  others,  what  will  become  of  us] 
No  man  will  be  safe;  for,  though  he  may  bare 
fanned  his  opinion  as  correctly  as  possible,  if 
twelve  neu  are  to  ait  upon  it,  and,  if  it  ahiMitd  mot 
happen  lo  be  tkeir  opinion,  or  if  they  should  not 
befiere  it  to  be  his  upon  whom  it  is  charged,  he 
will  be  liable  to  a  acvere  fine  and  imprisoBmeuL 
Is  it  proper,  Mr.  N.  asked,  for  legislators  to  be 
placed  on  this  ground  1  Or,  will  gentlemen  say 
It  was  their  iaienlion  to  place  themselves  in  this 
situation  1  Tbey  c.-'rtninly  will  not;  for  who 
would  consent  to  sit  here,  or  of  what  use  would 
it  be^  under  such  conditions? 

The  third  count  is  somewhat  of  a  different  na- 
tare.  Mr.  N.  said,  in  speabing  on  this  subject,  he 
was  not  giving  his  own  opinion.    If  he  were  to 

g've  it,  he  should  say  he  bad  no  foundation  for  the 
ct  here  slated.  There  is  no  mode,  however,  of 
ascertaining  whether  or  ool  it  was  the  opinion  of 
the  member  from  Vermont ;  and  if  il  were  his 
opinion,  there  being  no  mode  of  determining  whe- 
ther the  opinion  is  correct  or  otherwise,  it  was  im- 
possible to  act  upon  it. 

With  respect  to  the  fiiM  part  of  tbe  third  count, 
which  speaks  (^  " '■' — '"- "■ 


gfasp  of  power,  Ae.,"  he  supposed  it  would  be 
agreed  that  it  was  an  expression  c^  the  affection 
(tt  the  mind — an  opinion  upon  the  disposition  dis- 
oorered  by  actions.  That  part  of  it  which  relates 
to  "men  of  teal  merit  being  turned  om  of  office 
fw  no  other  cause  but  independence  of  sentiment, 
&e.,"  suggests  a  fact,  but  if  this  was  his  opinion, 
it  is  a  matter  so  much  connected  with  opinion,  as 


to  be  scarcely  distinguishable  from  it.  And  shnll 
we  be  told,  said  Mr.  N^  rhat  a  men^r  ought  to 
be  banished  from  his  seat  for  uttering  a  sentiment 
of  this  kind,  after  having  been  lold  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Delaware,  and  others,  that  it  was  ■ 
complete  disqualiScaiion  for  office  for  a  man  to 
hold  a  different  political  opinion  from  that  of  the 
Eiecntive!  He  trusted  gentlemen  could  not  «e- 
riously  think  so.  For,  since  if  the  fact  were  true, 
and  the  member  from  Vermont  had  adduced  (as 
he  believed  he  mi^ht  have  done)  two  or  Ihrea 
instances  of  men  bemg  turned  out  of  office  merely 
oa  account  of  their  political  opinioDs.  still  the 
jury  might  have  asked,  "  how  do  yau  know  that 
the  men  displaced  possessed  superior  talents  to 
those  who  succeeded  them  1"  This,  though  trae, 
could  not  be  proved,  therefore  the  member  from 
Vermont  could  not  hare  availed  himsetf  of  the 
advantage  held  out  by  the  law.  Oentlemen  may 
say  this  IS  not  neeessarv,  as  this  tawvoes  tomany 
offences  not  capable  of  this  proof;  they  may  say 
that  tbe  British  law  on  this  subject  goes  to  many 
others.  Bui  our  law  is  not  tbe  same  with  the 
British  law ;  there,  though  the  libel  be  trae,  it  ia 
not  less  a  libel,  which  is  not  the  case  under  our 
law,  which  is  an  important  distinction. 

li  was  clear,  Mr.  N.  said,  that  such  parts  of  tbe 
counts  as  went  to  insinuate  fact,  were  so  c(h>- 
nected  with  opinion,  ihat  it  was  impossible  lo  se- 
parate them.  It  could  not  be  said  that  the  jury 
were  competent  to  decide  upon  the  truth  of  the 
ease.  The  decision  of  twelve  honest  men  on  m. 
point  of  fact,  is,  perhaps,  the  best  security  that 
can  be  devised  for  the  security  of  justice  ;  but  if 
a  man  is  to  be  convicted  because  his  opinions  and 
those  of  a  jary  are  at  variance,  there  is  an  end  to 
all  security.  Men's  opinions  are  as  various  ma 
thdr  faces,  and  tbe  truth  or  falsehood  of  those 
□pinions  are  not  fit  subjects  for  the  decision  of 
a  jury. . 

Upon  what  eround  does  the  member  from  Ver- 
mont stand  7  He  is  a  represenutire  of  the  people  ; 
and  gentlemen  could  not  shut  their  eyes  a^nsi  a 
notorious  fact,  viz.:  that  the  consiituents  of  this 
member,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  this  |»oseca- 
tion,  have  re-elected  him ;  and  if  lhe  people  of 
Vermont  choose  to  have  a  person  possessing  these 
opinions  to  represent  them,  who  nave  a  rizht  to 
say  they  shall  noti  Indeed,  if  they  ai«  to  be  re- 
presented at  all,  tbey  must  be  represented  fay  the 
man  whom  they  chocoe  to  elect. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Delaware  bad  said,  that 
all  the  offences  of  Mr.  Lton  were  greatly  aggra- 
vated from  his  being  a  member  of  this  Hotue. 
Mr.  N.  was  of  a  different  opinion.  He  thought  it 
incumbent  on  a  Representatire  to  disclose  hie 
opinions  on  public  a&irs  to  bis  coustiioents ;  and 
this  disclosure  will  become  more  necessary,  in  pro- 
portion as  such  opinions  may  be  offensive  to  the 
administrators  of  the  Government;  as,  when  all 
goes  on  smoothly  and  well,  there  will  be  no  ne- 
cessity for  calling  the  tilention  of  tbe  people  to 
public  concerns. 

The  gentleman  fans  also  said,  ihat  it  would  be 
out  of  order  to  oonCest  the  troth  of  anything  eoD- 
laiaed  in  this  record.    He  thonght  diflmntly,  and 
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that  If  ji  wu  proper  to  act  apon  the  tubject  at  all, 
it  would  be  proper  to  assign  a  day  to  have  a  fair 
beariag  of  (be  buaioen,  to  enable  Ihe  Houie  to 
judge  of  the  facts.  For  gentlemea  will  ao(  sajr, 
lUt  coarU  and  juriei  art  to  iniallible,  that  there 
ii  DO  Ease  in  wbich  the  decision  of  a  court  ought 
ID  be  rerised.  If  the  member  from  Vermont 
shouM  think  it  neeeuary  to  demand  this  inveati' 
gatiut,  the  Home  oa^ht  to  submit  to  it. 

There  wa«  soi&eihiDg  in  that  record,  Mr.  N. 
laid,  which  was  verjr  aingnlar  indeed ;  Minething 
which  require*  inTBttigali<Mi ;  for  unless  the  fact 
L>  diSerent  from  what  his  information  made  it.  a 
Bost  eztraordinarp  circnmatance  wa«  connected 
wiib  the  third  eonnt.  It  will  be  seen,  from  the 
showing  of  ih«  record,  that  the  letter  upon  wbich 
the  charge  is  founded,  wa*  written  before  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Uw  on  which  the  offence  was  tried. 
If  he  was  not  misinformed,  ao  erideece  was  ad- 
dnccd  in  court  to  show  that  Mr.  Lton  did  any 
act  subsequent  to  the  writing  of  his  letter  in  the 
pobiieattoD,  and  that  though  the  thinr  appeared 
in  prim  after  the  law  look  its  effect,  all  that  was 
done  by  the  writer  was  done  before  lite  law  was 
paued.  He  thought,  therefore,  before  the  Howe 
acted  gpou  this  subject,  an  inquiry  ought  to  be 
had  upon  it.  He  did  not  know  what  were  the 
wiihes  of  the  member  from  Vermont  himself  on 
tbii  subject ;  he  bad  not  put  the  question  to  him. 
becanse  he  thought  there  wai  no  oflfenoe  coelained 
ia  the  record  of  which  the  Hooae  ought  to  uke 
Mtice.  He  would  aar  farther,  that  believing 
Kwt  relJciously  that  the  law  against  which  tbe 
tacfflber  from  Vermont  is  said  to  hare  offended, 
isa  liolaiioa  of  tbe  Coaadiation  of  this  country, 
be  could  not,  without  a  breach  of  hit  oath,  do  any 
act  to  punish  a  breach  of  thai  law. 

Mr.  LroH  said,  he  did  expect  that  if  he  was  to 
hare  had  a  second  trial,  he  should  hare  beca  at 
uberly  to  haie  adduced  the  eridence  upon  .which 
(jury  had  abcadf  decided.  Gtentlemen  who  hare 
heenable  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  record,  which  be, 
BotwithataDdiug  all  hu  eanest  desires  to  obtain 
't,  had  not  been  able  to  procure,  might  also  hare 
opined  a  copy  of  the  testimony  on  which  thia 
jp^meni  was  founded. 

Mr,  L.  ihooght  he  had  receiVed  an  unjuat  trial 
ud  a  hard  sentence.  He  said  unjoat,  because  he 
va>  fiowned  upon  by  the  Judge  in  a  rery  ahnipt 
manner  when  he  challenged  two  of  the  jury, 
wbich  he  bad  a  right  to  do  by  a  law  of  the  Sute. 
The  Judge  answered  me,  said  Mr.  L.,  "  You  are 
oaacqnaioted  with  the  laws  of  the  State."  Mr.  L. 
obuTTed,  that  there  ia  a  law  in  the  Slate  of  Ver- 
laont  for  punishing  persons  who  Rpeak  against 
the  public  authorities,  which  gires  to  the  accused 
the  priTilege  of  challenging  six  of  fais  jury.  This 
pHTdtse,  said  Mr.  L.,  I  was  denied,  exclusive  of 
^e  poliiiesJ  packing  of  the  jury  who  tried  me, 
rhisit  the  kind  of  treaiment  1  have  received;  but 
1  nail  rabmit  to  ihe  decision  of  the  House  with- 
MM  oeenpying  their  time  on  my  account,  further 
'■aa  my  enemies  are  desirous  of  so  ocoapying  it. 

mt.  AiLKN  said,  nothing  but  tbe  respect  which 
he  entertained  for  the  character  who  presided  at 
»•  trial  of  the  meoAer  Erom  Venaomt  wonhl  bmre 


drawn  him  from  his  seat  on  this  occasion.  But, 
if  he  understood  the  member  from  Vermont,  he 
said  he  was  frowned  upon  by  the  court  when  he 
challenged  two  of  his  jury,  and  haviug  been  pre- 
sent at  the  trial,  he  waa  able  to  speak  to  that  fact. 
He  understood  the  member  to  make  a  challenge, 
and  the  Judge  told  him  he  did  not  know  the  laws 
of  Vermont ;  but  so  far  from  any  harshness  being 
used  towards  the  member,  be  must  ny  he  nevef 
saw  a  trial  more  fairly  ooodueted.  He  thouffht  it 
did  honor  to  Judge  Patenon.  who  presided.  When 
ihe  member  persisted  in  his  opinion,  that  a  law  of 
the  Slate  gave  him  a  right  to  challenge  hb  jurv. 
the  Judge  replied,  "if  that  waa  the  law,  it  wouli 
require  coastderation ;"  and  he  inquired  of  the 
District  Judge  if  that  was  the  law,  who  said  it 
was  not.  As  to  the  member's  being  precijHtately 
tried,  [Mr.  LyoK  observed,  he  did  say  so^]  if  ever 
there  was  a  case  deliberately  tried,  or  m  whioh 
unexampled  indulgence  was  shown  to  tbe  aoooaed. 

The  member  from  Vermont  had  spoken  of  the 
jury  being  packed.  He  had  seen  this  asserted  in 
the  papers,  and  the  public  ought  to  be  informed 
that  the  charge  is  wholly  untrue.  The  memba 
from  Vermont  must  know  it  is  untrue.  '  The  jury 
was  drawn  from  the  boxes  aa  is  usual,  in  cons*. 
queuce  of  an  order  made  by  the  court  iu  May, 
which  pointed  out  the  particular  towns  from 
whence  the  jury  were  to  be  drawn.  Mr.  A.  con- 
cluded by  saying,  he  was  sony  to  find  any  man 
base  enough  to  attack  the  gentleman  who  presid- 
ed on  this  trial,  as  he  believed  fait  conduct  to  be 
unimpeachable. 

Mr.  BiTABD  said,  considering  the  laienesa  of 
the  hour,  he  should  limit  bis  rei^y  to  a  few  ob- 
servations. He  did  not  know  what  would  bind 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia ;  he  denies  the  obli- 

Blion  of  the  law,  and  tbe  credibility  of  the  record. 
i  could  not  expect,  therefore,  ibat  he  wonld  b* 
bound  by  tbe  obTigation  of  reason. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  his  defence  of 
the  member  from  Vermont,  has  gpne  upon  th« 
ground  that  mo'e  matter  of  opinion  cannot  be 
construed  into  a  libel.  He  begged  leave  to  differ 
from  that  opinion,  for  which  there  was  not 
the  least  ground.  Fonr  things,  Mr.  B.  said,  are 
necessary  to  constitute  a  crime  under  the  law 
in  question:  it  is  necessary  that  a  publication 
should  be  seditious,  false,  scandalous,  and  mali- 
cious. When  these  four  tbinga  appear,  whether 
the  publication  consists  in  the  assertion  ot  miuiar 
of  opinion,  or  matter  of  fact,  it  will  be  wilhia 
the  law,  whioh  makep  no  discrimination  on  iha 
subject. 

Mr.  B.  did  not  think  it  altosethcr  in  order  u 
question  in  this  place  the  reg^arity  of  the  prt>- 
ceedings  of  a  court  of  justice.  According  to  the 
organization  of  this  Government,  the  powers  of  it 
are  disbibuted,  and  the  Judiciary,  in  its  depart- 
ment, is  as  sovereign  as  the  Legtslaiure;  and  it  ia 
as  improper  for  the  Legislature  to  question  the 
proceedings  of  a  court,  as  it  would  be  for  a  court, 
jQ  emnmon  eases,  to  question  the  obligation  of  a 
law.  Whnt  has  the  fact  been  1  The  judgment  of 
a  ooiirt  has  decided,  on  the  vetdici  of  a  jury  girtta 
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upoD  natb,  thai  this  case  wtswitbiD  the  law;  and, 
alter  a  judicial  deierminaciou,  is  it  for  a  member 
of  this  House  to  say  tbat  the  case  was  not  wiih- 
io  the  law  1 

But  Mr.  B.  eoald  cooeeire  no  idea  more  Krouod- 
less  than  that  of  tbe  geDtleman  from  virginii, 
that  mere  matters  of  opioion  are  not  ffrouods  of 
charges  under  this  law.  This  the  ifentlemab  had 
made  his  alpha  and  omega.  He  wished  to  know 
how  B  distinction  was  to  be  made  on  this  subject  t 
If  an  opinion  upon  a  fact  be  expressed,  and  that 
opinion  is  false,  scandalous,  and  malicious,  ought 
it  not  to  be  subject  to  prosecuiiou  1  Does  the 
gentleman  say  opinions  cannot  be  false?  Mr.  B. 
■aid,  he  would  put  a  case  lo  tbe  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  without  any  iotentioD  of  personal  re- 
flection, hot  merely  for  the  sake  of  tbe  argument. 
Suppose  any  person  were  to  say  tbat,  in  his  opin- 
ion, that  gentleman  was  a  rogue,  or  any  other 
opinion  casting  a  gross  imputaimn,  would  the 
offence  be  less,  because  be  had,  instead  of  say- 
ing expressly  he  was  a  rogue,  merely  given  it 
as  his  opinion  ?    Bni  if  the  gentleman  insisted 

T'nions  could  not  be  false,  how  would  he  get  rid 
the  conclosioD  7  This,  Mr.  B.  conceived,  might 
be  sufficient  to  show  that  opinions  may  be  faJse. 
Or  suppose  B  man  were  to  say  that,  in  his  opin- 
ion,  another  was  a  traitor,  ought  he  not  to  be  pun- 
ished a*  sevprely  as  if  he  had  asserted  the  thing 
at  a  fact  ?  Tbe  intention  and  wisdom  of  this  law 
was,  Mr.  B.  said,  to  caution  men  to  be  euarded  in 
the  publication  of  their  opinions ;  since,  by  the  ex- 
prpssioo  of  false  opinions,  the  minds  of  the  people 
may  be  alienated  from  their  Ooremment.  Sup- 
pose, for  instance,  that  the  gentlemao  from  Vir- 
ginia, or  the  member  from  Vermont,  were  to  har- 
angue the  people,  and  say,  in  their  irpinion.  this 
law  is  nncoDstitutionai,  and,  therefore,  not  bind- 
ing; tbat  it  ought  not  to  be  obeyed,  but  opposed 
by  force ;  that  it  was  made  by  men  grasping  after 
power,  in  defiance  of  the  best  interesix  of  their 
country,  in  order  to  answer  their  own  private 
riews.  Although  this  all  might  be  mere  matter 
of  opinion,  wourdit  uolcome  within  the  meaning 
of  the  law  in  question  1  No  man  on  earth,  Mr. 
B.  said,  wonld  be  more  opposed  to  any  measure 
for  restraining  the  expression  of  honest  and  well 
Intenlioned  opinions,  than  himself.  All  that  this 
law  does,  is  to  restram  false,  malicious,  and  scan- 
dalous opinions.  And  will  the  gentleman  from 
'  Virginia  say,  that  the  good  of  the  country,  or  its 
lib^j,  will  be  promoted  by  indulging  in  an  ex- 
pression of  what  is  false,  scandalous  and  mali- 
cious? Could  this  be  liberty?  He  ihouffhi  not. 
Every  man,  under  this  law,  has  (he  liberty  of 
pnUishing  what  he  pleases,  taking  the  responsi- 
nliiy  upon  himself  for  the  truth  of  what  he  writes. 
If  he  writes  only  what  is  true,  he  is  not  liable  to 
poniahmeni ;  if  what  is  false,  and  that  malicions- 
1}^,  it  is  only  reasonaUe  he  should  be  punished  for 
bis  falsehood  and  malice. 

Suppose  a  common  case,  that  a  man  were  to 
say  that,  in  bis  opinion,  another  was  insolvent,  a 
bankrupt,  or  a  thief,  wonld  he  not  be  answerable 
for  this  opinionl  He  certainly  would.  And 
ought  a  man  to  b«  pemutted  to  dander  the  Ctov 


eroment  and  not  an  individual?  If  the  licen- 
tiousness of  the  press  be  allowed  to  go  thus  far, 
there  will  be  nothing  safe  in  character ;  it  will 
always  be  in  the  power  of  a  malicious  person  lo 
rob  the  best  men  of  .their  reputation  with  impu- 
nity. He  presumed,  therefore,  that  there  was  no 
gronnd  for  the  distinction  which  the  gentleman 
had  attempted  to  draw. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  called  upon 
the  advocates  of  this  resolution  to  show,  tbat  the 
member  from  Vermont  could  be  punished  a  se- 
cond time.  Mr.  B.  did  not  know  that  the  expul- 
sion of  a  member  from  his  seat  could  be  consid- 
ered in  tbe  light  of  apuoiihmeot.  It  was  merely 
lopping  off  from  the  Legislative  body  a  rotten 
member  who  contaminates  the  whole  system. 
This  was  done  without  regard  to  the  member 
himself,  but  with  a  view  solely  lo  the  health  and 
purity  of  the  body  of  which  he  is  a  member.  The 
Consliintion,  however,  left  no  doubt  on  the  sub- 
It  is  said  that  the  member  from  Vermont  hxs 
been  re-elected,  since  bis  offences  were  known. 
He  wished  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  say, 
how  this  fact  was  ascertained.  At  one  moment 
he  disputes  the  truth  of  tbe  record,  and  says  il 
cannot  be  considered  as  conclusive  or  creditable; 
yet.  at  another,  he  asserts  a  fact,  upon  tbe  grounds 


extract  of  a  letter,  or  a  paramph  in  a  n 
raper,  of  which  this  House  could  take  no  ni 
The  member  was  not  re-elected   to  the  present 


Congress,  nor  was  any  return  made  of  his  re-elec- 
tion to  the  next.  Suppose  he  had  a  majority  of 
votes  at  tbe  late  election,  may  il  not  hereafter  ap- 
pear that  the  election  was  carried  by  corruption 
or  fraud,  and  that  the  member  u  not  entitled  to  his 


not  in  the  writing  of 
but  in  the  publication  of  it.  There 
would  have  been  no  crime  in  scandalously  wri- 
ting, if  he  had  not  published  the  letter.  The  crime 
consisted,  not  in  the  wickedness  of  his  own  heart, 
but  tbe  intention  to  corrupt  others ;  the  design  to 
scatter  firebrands  through  the  community,  with  a 
view  of  exciting  insurrec lions.  If,  therefore,  he 
could  have  proved  before  the  court  and  jury  that 
he  WB*  not  accessory  lo  the  publication,  after  the 
passing  of  the  law,  he  would  doubtless  have  been 
acquitted  ;  and  though  he  did  not  think  highly  of 
the  talents  of  that  member,  he  supposed,  if  this 
had  been  the  case,  be  would  have  bad  wit  enough 
to  have  availed  himself  of  it. 

He  would  «By  a  word  with  respect  to  the  con- 
sequences of  the  crime  upon  a  member.  In  Eng- 
land, a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  may 
be  expelled  for  libellous  matter.  Such  was  tbe 
case  with  Mr.  Wilkes ;  though,  in  this  case,  the 
transaction  was  afterivards  expunged  from  the 
Journals,  it  was  not  done  upon  the  principle  that 
tbe  originil  expulsion  was  not  justifiable,  but  be- 
cause he  had  been  expelled  for  the  same  offence, 
after  he  had  been  re-elected  to  the  same  Pairlia- 

Believing,  as  he  did,  that  tbe  member  in  ques- 
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tioD  diwnced  ibe  body  to  nhicb  ft  prcient  be 
bdoDged,  be  bop«d  tbe  resolution  would  be  al- 
lowed to  wash  Bway  tbe  blot  wbicb  marked  aad 
duSgured  this  branch  of  the  GoTemment. 

Hr.  Gali^tir  cod  I'eued  that,  though  there 
WGTG  Wine  reasoDB  which  dimioiihed  his  EUrptife 
U  seeiog  this  TesolulioD  on  the  table,  he  did  Dot 
eiftect  to  hare  heard  it  defended  od  the  sround 
which  the  gentlemao  from  Delaware  had  talceD 
in  hit  Uai  speech.  He  did  not  expect  that  when 
a  judgment  awarded  under  the  sedition  law, 
wu  luidei  consideration,  a  ^ntlenan  should  rise 
ud  lell  the  House  thai  ibis  law  applies  to  the 
pnUication  of  opinions  as  welt  as  lo  (hat  of  facts; 
ud  it  was  less  to  be  expected  from  the  verjr  gen- 
tkinaD  who  introduced  an  ■mendment  inlo  that 
Uw,  proridiog  that  the  truth  of  a  charge  may 
bi  gireo  in  evidence.  His  preieat  decIaratioD 
■mauaied  to  this:  that  those  words  were  iolro- 
daced  in  order  to  deceive  the  public,  since  they 
could  be  of  DO  real  use. 

The  genilenian  from  Delaware  had  constantly 
umfounded  matter  of  fact  ezpieued,  not  positively, 
but  only  as  the  belief  of  the  writer,  and  opinions 
D[  deductions  from  facts.  If  a  mao,  with  a  view 
of  defaming  the  QoTernmenI,  publishes  that,  in 
his  opinioD,  according  to  hii  belief,  a  ceitain  fact 
does  exist,  which  is  susceptible  of  proof,  and  is 
found  lo  be  false,  tbe  oublicaiion,  by  the  law,  is 
Bodoubtedly  alibel.  Thus,  if  a  man  says  that,  in 
liis  opinion,  a  man  is  a  thief,  a  bankrupt,  or  insol- 
vent, it  Is  not  leas  a  libel,  than  if  he  said  such  a 
person  was  positively  so,  becanse  these  things  are 
susceptible  of  proof.  But,  when  we  speak  ofopin- 
ion,  as  distinct  from  fact,  we  speak  of  opinions  not 
tuiceptibie  of  proof,  because  they  depend  npon 
leasoDiog,  and  different  opinions  may  be  deduced 
from  tbe  same  facts ;  therefore,  we  say  that  such 
opioioag  are  not  matter  for  prosecution  even  un- 
der this  law.  But,  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
Hfs  that  all  opinions  are  liable  to  be  prosecuted. 

SDvided  that  they  can  be  proved  to  be  false,  scan- 
loui,  and  malicious.  Proved  false!  And  who 
«e  the  judgea  ?  To  be  sure,  twelve  Jurymen,  who 
are  sworn  to  give  a  verdict  according  to  evidence. 
And  how  can  the  truth  of  things  which  cannot 
be  proved  by  evidence,  be  determined  by  evidence  ? 
Ad  apinion  may  be  incorrect ;  and,  if  judged  in- 
correct by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  it  is,  ac- 
cording to  bis  reasoning,  to  be  deemed  false,  and 
liable  to  prosecution. 

The  House  bad  been  told  by  the  gentleman 
ftom  Delaware,  that  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  (bis 
trial,  any  further  than  the  record :  that  i^  ought  to 
be  taken  as  complete  evidence  of  the  facta  which 
it  contains,  which  oneht  not  (o  be  disputed.  He 
ilso  tell)  the  House  that  courts  of  justice  are  as 
independent  of  the  Legislature,  as  (be  Legislature 
of  inem;  that  this  House  has  nothing  (o  do  with 
(hecrime;  that  it  is  the  conviction  only  which 
they  ought  to  take  cognizance  of.  If,  said  Mr.  G., 
(he  gentleman  from  Delaware  had  not  brought 
forward  the  resolotion  now  under  discussion,  we 
uould  have  had  no(hiDg  to  do  with  the  business. 
We  did  not  brinz  forward  the  subject;  we  have 
aoihing  to  do  with  it.    Mr.  Q.  added,  I  believe  I 


^  too  far  when  I  say  we  have  no(hing  to  do  with 
i( ;  for  I  believe  it  was  (be  duly  of  (his  House  to 
have  sent  the  Sergeant-B(-Arms  for  the  merobei 
from  Vermont,  and  demanded  him  from  confine* 
me nl,  that  he  might  have  attended  to  his  duty  in 
(his  House. 
[The  Speakgb  said  this  was  not  now  the  ques* 

Mr.  G.  knew  this  wasnottbequesiion;bemen- 
tioned  this  to  show  that  the  House  might  have 
had  something  to  do  with  the  business.  But  we 
did  not,  said  he,  bring  (he  hubjeci  before  the 
House;  and,  if  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  tbe 
decision  of  a  court,  that  decision  hai  nothing  to 
do  with  us.  If  tbe  member  from  Vermont  is  to 
be  expelled,  he  ought  to  be  expelled,  not  beeauie 
he  ha*  been  convicted,  bu(  be.;suse  he  has  com- 
mitted a  crime  which  renders  him  unfit  to  retail 
bis  seat.  What  is  that  crime?  It  is  sia[ed  in  the 
record ;  and,  stated  as  it  is,  he  did  not  believe  it 
was  sufficient  to  ground  a  motion  of  this  kind 
upon.  Whatever  is  contained  in  (heae  chargea, 
which  is  wpable  of  proof,  ou^ht  to  be  taken  into 
coasideration,  but  not  what  is  mere  matter  of 
opinion.  It  was  generally  allowed,  he  believed, 
that  the  paragraphs  from  what  is  called  Barlow'a 
letter,  are  of  ihis  last  description.  With  respect 
(o  tbe  other  part  of  the  charge,  viz:  the  extract 
from  a  letter  said  to  be  written  by  the  member 
from  Vermont  himself,  to  which  he  meant  (o  con- 
fine his  observations,  he  wotdd  beg  leave  to  state 
it.    Mr.  a.  read  it. 

Mr.  Q.  said,  (he  whole  of  this  paragraph  was 


(he  efforts  of  (he  Kxeculiye  power  was  no(  bent 
on  (be  promodon  of  (he  comfor(,  the  happineaa. 
and  (he  accommodation  of  the  people,"  he  wished 
(o  know  whether  this  could  be  considered  as  a 
declaration  of  fact  or  opinion  ?  There  is,  perhaps, 
no  measure  passed  by  Congress,  which  one  or  other 
may  not  think  will  be  contrary  to  the  happineaa, 
comfort,  and  accommodation,  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  We  had.  said  he,  the  other  dav, 
the  question  of  a  navy  before  us,  the  establian- 
ment  of  which  many  believe  is  necessary  for  the 
promotion  of  the  comfort,  happiness,  and  accom- 
modation of  the  people ;  whereas,  in  mv  opinion, 
and  in  tbe  opinion  of  many  others,  i(  will  produce 
the  very  reverse.  How  is  this  question  (o  he  de- 
cided 1  And  yet  it  is  known  that  (he  President 
In  his  writings  and  speaking,  has  recommended 
tbe  establishment  of  a  navy  )  and  persons  writing 
and  speaking  against  this  lysiem,  which  they 
ought  to  do.  if  they  believe  the  system  inimical  to 
(he  Uni(ed  States,  might  be  charged  with  bringing 
(be  Congress  and  President  into  contempt.  But, 
doubtless^  this  is  a  merematterof  opinion,  and  not 
susceptible  of  proof  by  evidence.     In  order  to 

Erove  (he  truth  of  either  as&erlioa,  you  must  bring 
irward  a  disiertatioo  pro  and  con. 
The  nex(  part  of  the  paragraph,  viz  :  "  wben  I 
shall  see  every  consideration  of  the  public  welfare 
swallowed,  up,"  dbc."  So  far  as  rela(eE  to  the  first 
member  of  this  sentence,  he  did  not  see  how  it 
could  be  proved.    He  was  sot  of  opinion  that 
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every  consideration   of  the  public   welfare    was 
swallowed  up  in  a  continual  grasp  for  power ;  but 
he  did  believe  ibaC  there  was  a  constant  dispc 
tfoD,  not  oiilj[  in  tfa:  Kxecutiv-e,  but  \d  maa;  k< 
tlemen  on  lb»  floor,  to  increase  the  power  of  I 
Executive. 

[The  Speikeh  said,  neither  this  remark,  nor  the 
observations  on  the  ISavy   wisre  in  order.] 

Mr.  O.  said,  that  he  always  wished  strictly  to 
adhere  to  order,  and  in  order  to  avoid  commitlinff 
maj  further  mistake,  he  desired  to  be  iDformed 
whjr  it  was  out  of  order  1  Was  the  argument  not 
in  point;  or  was  it  the  declaratioo   of  his  own 

SinioQ.  OS  he  went  along,  that  was  out  of  order? 
i  wished  to  know,  as  he  meant  to  be  guided  by 
the  rale  adopted  by  the  Chair. 

[The  Speaker  repeated  that  thegentlemiD  from 
PeDneyJTania  had  been  out  of  order.] 

Mr.  O.  proceeded.  Wilb  respect  to  that  part 
of  the  paragraph  which  says,  "when  I  shall  see 
men  of  firmness^  ic,  discarded  on  their  applica- 
tion for  office,"  &c.  This,  said  Mr.  O.,  is,  in  some 
degree,  matter  of&ct,  and,  in  some  degree,  matter 
of  opinion.  It  is  a  matter  of  fact,  so  far  as  that 
men  of  firmness,  experience,  dtc.,  hare  been  turn- 
ed out  of  office;  and  matter  of  opinion  as  to  what 
is  said  ofmen  of  meanness  beiog  preferred  in  their 
place.  I  do  believe,  said  Mr.  O..  that  the  first  as- 
sntiOQ  is  true ;  and  what  is  here  written  is  no  more 
than  an  illustration  of  what  has  been  declared 
Upon  ibis  floor,  that  men  of  certain  political  opin- 
ions, however  capable,  experienced,  firm,  and  vir- 
tuous they  might  be,  were  unfit  to  hold  office.'^. 
This,  Mi.  Q.,  said,  was  the  only  fact  which  could 
be  brought  under  the  law,  and  he  ihoughl  it  a  fact 
oapable  of  being  proved  to  be  true.  Mr.  G.  ad- 
(tuced  as  evidence  of  the  fact,  the  cases  of  the  late 
Cofftmissiooer  of  Revenue  for  the  United  Stales, 
and  of  the  Commisaioner  of  Loans  for  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  who,  he  said,  it  was  evident, 
wetetumedout  of  office  on  account  of  their  politi- 
otI  opinions.  And  he  read,  in  support  of  his  asser- 
tion, the  publication  of  the  late  Commissioner  of 
Loans  of  New  Hampshire. 

Another  part  of  this  oaragiaph  speaks  of  "  an 
anbounded  thirst  for  ridiculous  pomp."  This, 
said  Mr.  G,,  is  mere  matter  of  opinion.  Take  the 
member  from  Vermont  to  the  house  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  he  may  call  its  furniture  and  appenda- 
ges, ridiculous  pomp  ;  take  a  member  from  a  dif- 
f«renl  part  of  the  country,  and  he  may  declare 
ererytfaing  decent  and  plain  ;  bat,  lake  an  over- 

KrowQ  nobleman  from  Great  Britain  into  the 
ouse  of  the  President,  and  he  would  set  down 
ererything  he  saw  as  mean  and  selfish. 

But,  I  insist  upon  it,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  matter  of 
ofHoion  ought  not  to  be  snhject  to  cognisance  by 
tkislaw.  What,  said  he,  is  the  nature  of  the  crime 
now  proposed  to  be  punished  by  the  expulsion  of 
dw  member  from  Vermont.  We  are  told  that  be 
has  published  and  uttered  false,  seditious,  and  ma- 
licious writing;  that  though  these  writings  may 
be  only  matter  of  opinion,  yet  if  those  opinions  are 
fahe,  they  come  under  this  law ;  and,  also,  that 
sftch  writings  have  a  tendency  to  stir  up  sedition 
and  inBurreetion. 


Mr.  G.  would  not  repeat  what  had  been  saii 
as  to  the  unconstitntionality  of  the  law  node 
which  the  member  from  Vermont  had  been  con 
victed  ;  but  this  alone  would  be  a  sufficient  reasoi 
for  him  to  vote  against  the  present  motion.  Bui 
supposini;  the  law  Consiituiional,  is  the  crime  ai 
infamous'  one?  Certainly  not.  It  is  a  politics 
crime,  and  will  always  be  determined  accordio) 
to  the  situation  of  the  parties  at  the  time.  Foi 
said  be,  we  may  say  as  much  as  we  please  aboa 
the  purity  of  out  courts  and  juries,  and  of  our  owi 
purity ;  decisions  upon  political  questions,  wilt  al' 
ways  be  influenced  by  party  spirit-  It  is  wc,ssi( 
Mr.  G.,  ihal  have  introduced  this  spirit  into  tbi 
courts;  and  having  given  them  political  questioni 
to  decide,  it  need  not  bejexpecled.that  courts  wil 
be  free  from  party  prejudice  any  more  than  others 
Therefore,  the  falsehood  or  malicionsness  of  i 
publication  will  be  determined  by  the  politics 
opinion  of  the  jury. 

As  to  the  manner  in  which  the  trial  of  the  mem 
ber  from  Vermont  had  been  conducted,  be  knea 
nothing  of  it.  He  wished  the  gentleman  frott 
Connecticut,  (Mr.  Alleh^)  who,  it  seems,  wsi 
present  al  the  trial,  would  inform  the  House  wbal 
proof  was  adduced  to  the  court  to  show  thai 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Lyon  was  published  by  him  aftei 
the  sedition  law  passed.  The  letter  is  dated  the 
20th  of  June,  the  law  was  passed  on  the  6th  ol 
July,  and  the  letter  was  published  in  VermonI  OD 
the  30th  of  July.  He  shuold  be  glad  lo  kna« 
whether  any  evidence  was  adduced  to  show  that 
Mr.  Ltopi  did  anything  relative  lo  that  publica- 
tion, after  writing  the  letter  from  Philadelphia  on 
the  30lhof  June?  If  not,. it  will  appear  strange, 
indeed,  that  he  should  have  been  punished  for  an 
act  done  prior  to  the  pessage  of  the  law  undei 
which  he  was  convicted. 

As  to  the  manner  in  which  the  jury  had  been 
summoned,  be  supposed  it  had  been  done  in  the 
usual  way.  Without  saying,  however,  thsi  the 
jury  was  packed,  which  he  did  not  believe,  yet,  if 
"'  towns  out  of  which  the  jury  was  selected, 
!  towns  which  had  never  given  Mr.  Lton  but 
.„,  or  two  votes  at  his  election,  il  necesiiarily  re- 
sults that  the  jury  were  his  political  enemies; and 
being  called  upon  totry  faim  for  a  political  offence, 
they  wonld,  ot  course,  convict  him. 

Mr.  Q.  said,  the  lateness  of  the  hour  would  pre- 
vent him  from  detaining  the  House  longer.  He 
would  only  observe  that,  considering  that  the 
member  from  Vermont  had  been  tried  for  ■  po- 
litical ofience,  by  a  jury  opposed  to  him  in  opinion, 
and  upon  a  law  passed  on  political  ground  at  the 
last  session  ;  that  he  had  been  punished  by  an  im- 
prisonment of  four  months,  and  by  a  fine  of  one 
thousand  dollarsi  that  he  nsd  been  deprived  of 
his  seal  in  the  Legislature  for  three  months;  he 
thought  it  would  have  been  better  not  to  have 
proposed  this  rcsolntion. 

If  this  resolution  should  be  adopted,  it  vonld 
follow,  Mr.  G.  said,  that  every  member  who  sbiH 
write  anjrthiog  which  is  contrary  lo  the  opinion 
of  a  majority  of  this  House,  whether  trbai  be 
writes  be  founded  in  truth  or  not  will  be  liable  id 
be  expelled,  in  order  to  purify  the  House.    Hr- 
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Q.  thoaghi  perseeotioD  had  followed  the  member 
bam  VerfDont  lung  enonch.  B*ery  candid  mui 
Bosi  acknowledge  that,  if  he  has  commitied  an 
offeDce.  he  has  ^readjr  been  aufficienil^  punished 
byfiaeaad  impriaonmeni ;  lo  eipel  him  from  hj' 
scat,  wtmld  carry  with  it  an  idea  of  persecution  [ 
the  pnhlic.  and  lo_his  coiutlitueals,  thai  they  would 
not  be  perntitied  lo  have  a  represeoiative  on  this 
Aoor.  He  knew  the  circumstance  of  the  member 
frma  Termont's  having  been  re-elected  could 
be  introduced  a*  an  ar^menl  in  his  favor,  but  it 
night  !«rte  to  show  that  what  lie  had  suffered  for 
«ii  no  offence  in  the  eyes  of  his  constitaenti. 

The  question  wa*  put ;  when  there  appeared  49 
feu  RDd  15  nays,  ss  follows : 

Tiu-^ohn  Alien,  Bolaj  Bartlett,  Jame*  A.  Baj- 


CiA,  SuBiial  W.  Dua,  John  DeDoii,  William  Ed- 
DODd,  ThcoBBa  Erin*.  AUal  FoMar,  Dwight  FoMar, 
Jasaihm  Fksawwn.  Hmut  Oko,  Cbamue]'  Ooodrich, 
WiUiim  OotdiMi,  Bo(«i  OriMrold,  WSIiaia  B.  Gnm, 
BohMtOoodkia  Harper,  Thuani  UwDair,  Wilbau  Hind- 
MD,  Heakiali  L.  HoMier,  JuMi  H.  Inl^,  John 
Wilkci  Kittara,  Samael  "Ujoimo,  iuae*  Machir,  Wil- 
Uhb  MMthews,  Lnric  R.  Mtcrii,  UarrUon  G.  Otis, 
Imc  Puker,  JoBah  Paifcer,  Thomu  Pinckocj,  John 
Eiil]Mlge,>.,  JuDS Schurenian,  Buaoal  Snrall,  Wi^ 


Fetcg  Sfoague,  Omrge  Thalchor,  RiclMrd  Thmnaa, 
HiA  Tbomm,  Thonwi  Tilliiwhait,  toba  E.  Van 
Aioi,  Robert  Wain,  and  John  WiUianM. 

TXi.1t — Ocorga  Bier,  jr.,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Dand 
Bud,  Bobert  Brown,  Samnel  J.  Cibdl,  Thomas  UUi- 
bomc,  William  Cfaariei  Cole  Claibome  Matthew  Clay, 
Jidm  Clopton,  Thomas  T.  Daiis,  John  Dswion,  Oaorge 
Dent,  Joseph  Eg^eston,  Lucai  Eliuendorf,  WilLiim 
Findlfjr,  John  Fowler,  Nathaniel  Freeman,  junior,  Al- 
bert Gallatin,  Junes  OiQespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  Joha  A. 
Hinoa,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  J<Kiathan  N.  HsTeni,  Ja- 
■pta  BeiitCT,  David  Holmss,  Walter  Jones,  Edward 
Liiingrtna,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel  Mscon,  Blair 
HcCtenadun,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony  New,  John 
Hidwlaa,  Tompwm  J.  Gtinner,  Sanmel  Smith,  Wit- 
ba  BmiOi,  IGchard  Sprint  Richard  Stanford,  Thomaa 
Sumter,  Abtam  Trigp,  John  Trig^  Philip  Van  Con- 
■•Ddt,  Jaatph  B.  Vamnm,  Abrahara  VenaUe,  and  Rob- 
trt  Waituw. 

The  Speakeb,  declaring  the  state  of  the  vote, 
said,  ihe  Cooatitution  requiring  two-lhirds  of  the 
members  present  to  eipel  a  member,  the  resolu- 
tion ii  not  carried. 


Satubdat,  Febriury  23. 
Ur.  J.  Parker,  from  the  Nary  Committee,  re- 

Kried  a  bill  authorizing  the  augmentation  of  the 
aiiDe  Corng ;  which  was  committed. 

Tbe  (wo  folloning  bills  were  read  the  third  time 
■id  passed: 

A  bill  making  approprialiona  fur  the  support  of 
lae  GoFernraeni  for  the  year  1799  [  and 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Eslabli.'ihmeBt  for  the  year  1799; 

Mr.  Craiz,  from  the  Committee  on  PosI  Offi- 
n>and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  and  die- 1 


certain  post  roads,  and  to  establish  others; 
which  was  committed. 

The  House  then  weot  into  a  committee  on  tba 
bill  for  erecting  a  beacon  on  Boon  Island  ;  which 
was  agreed  to,  aod  ordered  for  a  third  reading. 
COLLECTION  OF  DIRECT  TAX. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
amending  the  act  providing  for  the  valuation  of 
lauds  aad  houses  in  the  United  Slai«s,  and  for  the 
enumerations  of  slaves,  were  taken  up.  One  of 
these,  which  was  a  renewal  of  ihe  principle  which 
was  formerly  agitated  in  this  House,  of  aulhoria- 
ing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  where  he  shall 
think  it  necessary,  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  a*- 
sessora,  ao  as  that  the  allowance  do  not  exceed 
two  dollars  a  day,  occaaiooed  considerable  debate. 

Mr.  QALI.ATIN  first  moved  to  amend  the  amand* 
meot,  by  inserting  the  words,  "  in  order  to  procon 

Cer  assessors  where  the  same  may  doI  ban 
appointed," 
This  motion  was  negatived,  27  votes  only  ap- 
pearing in  its  favor.  The  question  then  returned 
upon  the  amendment,  which  waa  supported  on  tha 
ground  of  its  necessity,  in  order  to  carry  the  land 
tax  law  into  effect  in  some  part*  of  Maryland  and 
tiouth  Carolina,  as  the  assessdrs  had  positively 
refused  to  serve  at  the  preaeat  compensation  of 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  a  day ;  and  oppoaed,  oa 
the  ground  of  the  present  allowance  being  found 
sufficient  to  every  other  part  of  the  Unioa;  that, 
if  an  advance  was  made  it  onght  to  bs  general, 
otherwise  it  held  out  a  bounty  to  officers  to  reittsa 
to  do  (heir  duty;  and,  alto,  as  Testing  an  improper 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea> 

The  amendment  was  finally  carried  by  yeas 
and  nays— 57  to  36,  as  foUown : 

YBA»-John  AUen,  Oecrga  Baei,  jr,  Baibv  But- 
lett.  Jamas  A.  Bajsrd,  Jonathan  Biaos^  David  Broi^ 
aiaphn  Botloek,  i;hriBtopher  G.  Cham^iii,  Thniasa 
Gluboroe,  Jamas  Cochran,  William  Craih,  Sannsl  W. 
Dana,  J.  Dennis,  G.  Duit,  Wm.  Bdmond,  Th<».  Evans, 
Abiel  Foster,  Dwi^t  Fostn,  Joaalhan  FiaemaB, 
Henry  Glen,  Channcay  Goodiidk,  William  Qocdon, 
RoRcr  Oriswold,  William  Bany  Grovav  Robert  Goodloe 
Harper,  Cartar  B.  Harrison,  William  Hindman,  Hcae- 
kiah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  Edward  LivLngitan, 
Samnsl  Lyman,  James  Machir,  William  MatUisws, 
Lewis  R.  Morris,  John  Nicholss,  Harrison  G.  Otis, 
Isaac  Parker,  Josiah  Parker,  Thomas  Pincknej,  iAa 
Reed,  John  Rutledge,  jr.,  James  Schutemsn,  Sanaet 
Bewail,  William  Bb^rd,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Na- 
thaniel Smith,  Samnsl  Smith,  Pel<«  Bpngna,  Richard 
Sprigg,  Gteorge  Thatcher,  Richard  ThoBUa,  MarkThom- 
■an,  Thomas  Tililnghast,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  Peteg 
Wadsworth,  Rubert  Wain,  sod  John  Williami. 

Natb— Abraham  Baldwin,  DandBand,  Rofa't  Brown, 
SaBHld  J.  Cabell,  William  Cbarles  Cole  ClaiborM, 
Matthsw  Clay,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  Joeeph 
EgglMtao,  Lncsa  Ehnsndot^  William  Findley,  John 
Fawl«r,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gillsqiis,  Andrew 
Qresgi  John  A.  Hanns,  Thomas  HarHay,  Jonathan  N. 
Havens,  Joeaph  Heisler,  David  Hofanaa,  Mat&ew  Locka, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Maecm,  Blair  MeClanaehan, 
Joseph  MoDoweli,  Anthony  New,  Tompsim  J.  Skin- 
oer,  William  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomaa  Shr. 
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Mr,  Abram  Tri^,  John  Tricg.  PhUip  Van  Cottkadt, 
Joieph  B.  Varaum,  Abnhun  VenaUe,  ukd  Robnt  Wil- 

DETACHMENT  OF  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Tarndm  called  for  ihe  order  of  the  day  on 
ihe  resotution  which  he  had  yesterday  laid  on  the 
table,  propoainK  the  appoJDtiuenI  of  a  committee 
to  brjDg  ia  a  bUl  for  a  detachmeDt  of  B0,000  mili- 
tia, in  the  place  of  the  law  which  expired  al  the 
close  of  the  preseal  aesHioD. 

Mr.  Bew&ll  could  not  lay  he  was  prepared  to 
decide  upoa  this  resolution.  There  were  two  billt 
before  the  House  from  the  Senate ;  one  for  organ' 
izing  the  Armjr,  the  other  forgiving  the  President 
eTcntual  auihoniy  for  raisioK  bd  army,  which  be 
wished  first  to  see  dpcided  upon.  If  those  bills 
puaed,  abillof  this  kind  would  be  unnecessary. 
His  colleague  had  formerly  acknowledged  that 
this  law  could  not  be  carried  into  effect  without 
expense;  and,  except  it  would  be  of  some  use,  it 
would  be  unnecessary  to  incur  that  expeoie. 

On  a  suggesiioD  that  it  wonld  be  best  to  com- 
mit the  reauation,  Mr.  Varhoh  mored  to  have  it 
committed. 

Mr.  NioaOLAS  had  no  objection  to  the  resolu- 
tions going  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  but  he 
thought  the  House  might  as  well  decide  upon  it 
at  present.  Gentlemen  could  as  well  show  their 
preference  to  TolunIe«r  corps  aow,  asatany  other 

The  questioD  beiufr  carried  for  &  reference  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole, 

The  Speaker  asked  the  uMial  quest! od,  "For 
what  day  sball  it  be  made  the  order  ?" 

Mr.  Otib  answered  Monday,  Mr.  Oallatin  to- 

Mr.  G«Li.ATiN  said,  be  would  give  his  rea 
why  he  wished  this  business  to  be  made  the  order 
of  to-day.    The  preseot  law  on  this  subject  ex- 
pires with  the  present  session.    He  had  himself 
expected  that  the  committee  appointed  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session  for  invigoraiiug  out  measure) 
of  defence,  would  have  reported  a  bill  to  continue 
in  force  the  present  law,  since  this  detachment  is 
organized  in  many  of  the  States  and  ready  to 
march  at  a  moment's  notice;  but  if  this  law  is  i    ' 
renewed,  there  will  be  no  power  to  continue  ihi 
in  this  readiness.      The  bill  now  proposed,  is  i 
thing  more  than  to  continue  the  present  act 
force  for  the  eosuing  year;  and  as  lae  House  had 
Only  one  week  to  sit,  if  they  mean  to   ubow   ibat 
they  place  any  reliance  upon  the  militia  of  thi 
country,  it  is  high  time   the  subject  was  entered 
npon ;  if  not,  it  will  be  the  same  as  postponing  it 
altogether.     The  Hon^  is  told  that  the  bills  from 
the  Senate  respecting  s  retfulat  army  and  volun- 
teers, ought  first  to  be  decided  upon.    He  did  not 
think  [his  necessary.    He  was  not  of  opinion  that 
our  whole  defence  should  depend  on  a  re^lar  i 
my.  He  knewsomegentlemen  were  more  loclin 
to  rely  upon  these  than  others ;  but  he  never  y 
heud  it  asserted  that  our  whole  reliance  ought 
be  put  upon  them.      Yet  this  is  the  question  be- 
fore the  House ;  and  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  ' 
mediately  decided. 


Mr.  Haktlby  hoped  this  subject  would  be  made 
the  order  for  Monday,  that  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate which  proposes  the  calling  out  of  rolunteeis 
cases  of  emergency  might  fiist  be  considcied. 
Mr.  Habfer  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  com- 
iriitg  the  militia  with  our  other  means  of  defence, 
e  believed  others  to  be  more  efficacious  ;  but  he 
should  be  sorry   to  see  this  neglected.     Had  not 
the  subject  been  placed  in  a  proper  channel  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  he  should  himself 
have  called  it  np  before  this  time. 

Mr.  Oti8  said,  he  was  in  favor  of  going  into 
this  business  on  Monday,  in  preference  of  to-daj, 
because,  as  his  colleague  knows,  this  measore  u 
unnecessary,  in  the  part  of  the  country  from  which 
they  came,  the  militia  being  always  in  a  good 
slate.  He  had  no  objection,  however,  to  its  being 
taken  up  to-day.  With  respect  to  the  Committee 
of  Defence  not  having  repotted  a  hill  on  this  sub- 
ject, be  hinuelf  thought  it  of  no  use ;  but  if  other 
gentlemen  wished  it,  he  had  no  particular ohjecliaa 
to  it.  He  hoped,  however,  before  this  measarc 
was  gone  into,  some  account  would  be  given  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  former  law  was  carried 
into  effect. 

The  motion  was  carried  for  to-day.  And  the 
House  afterwards  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  it ;  when 

Mr.  Allen  said,  be  did  not  understand  precisely 
the  purport  of  this  resolution.  He  understood  the 
geotleman  from  Pennsylvania  as  saying,  that  it 
was  precisely  the  same  thing  as  a  bill  to  cootinoe 
the  old  law  in  force.  He  did  not  think  that  men 
who  had  been  draughted  under  the  present  lav, 
could  be  kept  up  longer  than  the  law  exists;  not 
could  he  suppose  Che  same  men  would  be  draughted 
under  a  oew  law;  and  the  calling  together  80,000 
other  men  would  be  an  idle  piece  of  ousioess,  and 
would  only  serve  to  burden  the  people.  In  the 
section  of  the  Union  to  which  he  belonged,  such 
a  detachment  is  unnecessary;  the  militia  being 
always  in  a  stare  of  readiness  to  march.  And  in 
the  Stales  south  of  the  Delaware,  he  believed  it 
could  have  no  good  effect,  from  the  militia  being 
generally  unarmed.  Where,  said  he,  would  be  the 
use  of  detaching  7,000  men  in  North  Carolina, 
when  they  have  not  70  muskets  amount  them  1 
For  his  own  part,  he  would  rather  the  defence  of 
country  should  rest  upon  men  who  voluntarily 
offered  their  service.  A  great  part  of  the  militia 
are  laborers  and  mechanics,  and  it  would  be 
doing  them  a  favor  to  let  tbem  stay  at  home. 
When  we  come  to  the  doctrine  of  requisition,  said 
he,  men  may  be  forced  into  the  service ;  but  he 
thought  those  who  are  willing  to  go,  should  first 
be  Wken. 

Mr.  McDowell  hoped  this  resolution  would  be 
agreed  to.  The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  vu 
certainly  as  incorrect  in  saying  that  the  mililia 
service  was  confined  to  the  poor  farmers  and  me- 
chanics, to  the  exclusion  of  the  rich,  as  he  was  in 
saying  there  are  not  more  than  70  muskets  among 
the  militia  of  North  Carolina.  In  North  Caroliaa 
we  have  men  in  reality;  we  havegiven  nroofsofil, 
and  those  proofs  are  on  record.  He  din  not  ^d"^ 
the  proportion  of  muskets  they  had,  but  they  bad 
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sofficient  to  meet  any  attack  ihac  coutd  be  made 
npOD  them.  And  does  the  f^ntkoian  from  Con- 
nKticui  suppose  that  tbe  rich  will  be  the  ooly 
men  wbo  wilt  offer  ihemselTes  as  Tolomeeri  1  He 
believed  the  contrary  would  be  true,  it  waswelt 
koaiTD  that  the  rich  generally  wished  to  avoid  per- 
sanal  serrice.  He  t^iered  it  would  be  proper  to 
telf  npoa  the  whole  maaa  of  tbe  people,  uid  not 
upoaaay  particular  description  of  citizeoj. 

Mr.  Uatton  (the  Speaker)  wished,  inMead  of 
iirDrniiDg  the  House  what  the  militii  of  North 
Cuolina  could  do,  the  gentleman  from  that  State 
bid  said  what  ihey  had  done  with  respect  to  cU' 


lid  be,  and  could  have  been  marched  at  a 
j  warning,  in  ca&e  of  invasiun,  which 


whole  body  of  the  New  Jersey  n 
called  upon  10  march  to  that  Stai 
the  whole  might  be  called  upon ; 
to  hold  a  part  in  readiness,  to  ca 


would  be 
He  knew 
;  was  well 

a  sudden 


fcrriees  of  their  militia.  He  gave  him  full  credit 
for  thoae  services,  but  he  wished  to  know  whether 
ihe  pofiioQ  ofrDilitia  directed  to  be  detached,  bad 
been  enrolled,  and  made  ready  for  taking  the  neldT 
In  bis  opinion,  the  law  had  operated  unequally, 
had  been  oppressive,  vexations,  and  expensive. 
He  looked  upon  the  earolment  as  a  pompviu  nul- 
lUi/.  lu  the  State  from  which  he  came  the  law  had 
heea  carried  into  effect,  at  a  considerable  expense ; 
in  some  Slates  little  had  been  done  with  respect 
to  il ;  in  others,  the  militia  was  not  known,  their 
oaines  not  even  being  on  paper.  In  other  Stales, 
the  milita  is  in  Mich  good  order,  that  nothing  was 
thought  necesBBry  to  put  them  in  greater  readi- 
Mas.  When  it  is  seen,  therefore,  that  in  some 
Slates  the  law  is  siriclly  carried  into  ezecntion, 
ud  in  others  wholly  neglected,  he  conceived  a 
more  unequal  and  oppressive  law  could  not  be 
passed.  He  believed  if  gentlemen  from  the  djfier- 
eni  8[a(es  would  give  an  exact  account  of  the 
nuuDer  in  which  this  law  had  been  observed,  the 
House  would  langh  at  the  absurdity  of  such  a  law. 
Incaseof  BUtDTasion,  Mr.  D.  said,  we  must  look  lo 
tbe  gieai  body  of  the  militia,  and  aoi  to  a  draught 
of  Ibis  kind. 

Mr.  McDowell  said  he  would  satisfy  the  gen- 
tleman from  Mew  Jersey.  The  enrolments  have 
bera  made  in  North  Carolina.  The  number  re- 
wired generally  lamed  out  voluntarily,  and  all 
tlM  officen  were  nominated.  There  had  been  no 
failure  in  North  Carolina.  As  (o  his  sounding 
the  nraiies  of  the  militia  of  North  Carolina,  he 
should  not  have  done  it,  had  he  nut  considered 
himself  called  upon  by  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
nect icuL 

Mr.  Vabndm  did  not  know  bow  tbe  gentleman 
^om  Conaeetieut  could  consider  this  as  coniino- 
htg  the  old  biv  in  force  or  tu  intended  lo  keep  the 
aise  men  detached,  which  are  now  held  in  rexdi- 
neas.  He  knew  that  ihe  present  law  and  the  en- 
pgetuentsof  the  men  wotild  expire  together.  His 
■aieniion  was  not.  therefore  lo  continue  the  old 
law,  bnt  to  hare  a  new  law.  He  did  not  know 
how  far  the  former  taw  had  been  carried  into  ef- 
fect ;  but  it  was  considered  as  very  important  at 
■  former  session,  by  gentlemen  who  are  now  op- 
powd  to  it.  In  the  Slate  of  Massachusetts,  he 
knew  the  men  were  completely  detached,  officers 
appointed,  and  the  whole  regillatly  organized. 
Tbey  were  in  u  great  readiness  as  any  standing 
5th  Con 95 


Mr.  Dana  knew  that  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  had  been  emTd9ye<l  in  real  and  impofl> 
anl  services,  and  the  gentleman  from  Maaaachn* 
seits  also  ;  and  it  was  on  this  aocouni  thai  he  waa 
astonished  la  bear,  when  they  were  speaking  of 
our  defence  by  militia,  that  they  should  hare  omit- 
ted lo  say  one  word  about  the  only  article  of  im- 
portance. They  have  told  the  House  that  tbe 
men  and  officers  ordered  to  be  detached  were  At- 
signaied  on  paper;  but  have  they  said,  that  tbt 
men  thus  designated  were  better  armed,  equip- 
ped, or  disciplined,  than  others?  Or  that  they 
were  ever  assembled  under  ibeir  officers  7  Ot 
I  that  they  knew  each  other?  Or  that  iher  coold 
have  been  called  into  service  more  proroplly  than 
the  Diher  parts  of  the  mililiaT  Consider,  said 
Mr.  D.,  if  these  men  were  lo  be  called  upon,  bow 
many  vacancies  there  would  be,  owing  to  ibe  con- 
tinual moving  of  the  people  from  one  place  to 
another.  If  these  men  are  not  belter  disciplined 
and  equipped  than  the  rest  of  the  militia,  (and  when, 
ibey  are  called  together  ihey  are  strangers  to  eaek 
other.)  gentlemen  musiknow  that  this  detachment 
deserves  the  epithet  applied  to  it  by  the  gentlemu 
from  New  Jersey,  of  a  pompous  nullitv.  Indeed,, 
he  cnnsideicd  it  as  far  worse  than  a  nullity.  The 
observations  of  the  gentleman  from  Massac huaetta 
proved,  that  theite  detachments  prevent  the  great 
body  of  the  militia  from  holding  themselves  in  « 
slate  of  prepared  nesH,  and  ihiit  it  therefore  reduMC- 
the  efficacy  of  the  militia ;  and  if.  said  he,  we  gfr 
on  with  this  paper  system,  tbe  bill  ought  to  be  en- 
titled, "a  bill  to  reduce  the  efficacy  of  the  militi* 
of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  the  objections  to  this  mea- 
sure were  of  two  kinds.  The  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  seenw  to  think,  thai  the  making  of  ■ 
detachment  of  militia,  in  the  way  proposed,  wo«M 
lessen  our  dependence  upon  the  main  body  ;  and 
another  gentleman  from  the  same  State,  speakiog 
of  these  detachments,  gave  Ihem  the  name  of  n- 
quisitions,  in  imitation  of  enolher  countrv,  fornt- 
[joff  that  we  had  originally  set  the  example  of  ihua 
calling  out  the  force  ol'  ihe  country. 

The  question  now  before  ihc  House,  said  Mi, 
O.,  is  fairly  tbisi  Whether  any  dependence  can 
be  placed  on  our  militia,  as  an  enectual  guud 
against  invasion,  or  whether  we  ought  to  rdf 
upon  a  different  kind  of  force  t  And  all  the  ar- 
guments of  gentlemen  tend  to  show,  that  no  de- 
pendence ought  to  be  placed  upon  the  militia ;  th^ 
are  said  to  be  disorganized,  Jlsarmed,  and  undia- 
ciplined.  that  all  dependence  upon  them  will  pro va 
delusive  and  ineffectual ;  and  that,  therefore,  re- 
liance must  be  had  upon  other  resourcea.  What 
these  are,  has  been  pointed  out  in  a  plain  way. 
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It  hts  been  said,  ihsuhe  bill  from  ibe  Senate,  pro- 
Tiding  for  an  eveatual  army,  and  for  giring  power 
to  the  President  (ocoDveri  our  miliiia  into  volun- 
teers, to  be  officered  by  him,  instead  of  the  Gzecu- 
lireg  of  the  severtl  Stales,  would  gire  ustbe  kind 
offeree  we  wanted. 

In  order  to  render  this  project  popular,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  says,  that  the  draughting 
of  the  mililis  ia  vexatious  and  troublesome;  that 
it  lies  heavy  on  pariieular  classes  of  tbe  comma- 
nity,  viz:  on  larmers,  mechanics,  and  laborers, 
whilst  the  more  wealthy  ,are  excused.  However 
Dorel  this  doctrine  appeared,  he  believed  it  was  a 
ftvorite  with  those  gentlemen  who  have  at  all 
times  been  for  increasing  our  Military  Establish- 
ment. Nor  was  it  surprising,  that  gentlemen  of 
this  description  should  represent  detachments  of 
the  militia  as  inefficacious,  expensive,  and  vexa- 
tious. Let  them  only  succeed  in  estaMlshing  the 
opinion,  ihai  to  be  a  mililia-man  is  a  mere  duty, 
and  not  a  right;  tlut  it  is  a  heavy  duty,  from  which 
(hey  might  easily  be  relieved,  in  the  first  place  by 
ToluQteer  corps,  in  the' next  by  regular  troops. 
Let  gentlemen  succeed  in  this,  and  ihey  will, 
in  a  short  time,  iniroduee  a  standing  army  as  a 
substitute  for  the  miliiia.  So  far  as  it  may  be 
thought  prudent  to  avow  the  doctrine,  it  has  been 
avowed  on  ibis  floor. 

Iq  the  first  place,  this  delachnient  has  been  called 
iDefficacious,because,iran  invasion  takes  place,  our 
defence  would  n<ji  rest  upon  a  small  bi^dy  of  the 
niilitta,  but  upon  the  whole.  Mr.O.  observed,  that, 
in  ease  of  invasion.  80.000  men  would  be  no  iucon- 
aiderable  force,  it  might  be  expected,  however, 
that  a  great  part  or  the  whole  of  the  militia  of  the 
.State  where  the  invasion  should  lake  place  might 
4m  called  upon^  and  that  the  detachments  in  the 
'more  distant  Stales  might  not  be  called  upon.  In 
-otseof  an  invasion  in  one  of  the  Southern  States, 
it  could  not  be  expected  thai  Pennsylvania  should 
«end  more  than  11,000,  or  New  Jersey.  4,000  men, 
which  is  their  proportion  of  the  80,000  men,  to 
that  pan  of  the  Union.  But,  if  there  was  any  ob- 
jection to  the  nnmber,  it  might  be  increased. 

In  the  next  place,  it  was  said^  we  had  no  infor- 
natioD  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  former  law 
had  been  carried  into  effect.  He  knew  the  law 
had  been  carried  into  effect  in  this  State.  In  the 
pttrt  of  the  country  where  he  lived,  he  knew  that 
iDdepeodenl  corps  had  ofiered  their  services,  and 
formed  two-thirds  of  the  whole  quota,  and  the  rest 
were  supplied,  sometimes  with  and  sometimes 
without  Slaving  recourse  to  a  draught.  In  other 
parts,  draughts  had  taken  place  with  little  trouble, 
and  without  expense. 

This  law,  Mr.  G.  said,  went  not  only  to  organ- 
ize, but  to  arm  and  e4*>ip-  How  far  the  different 
Btates  had  carried  it  fully  into  effect,  he  coald  not 
nj,  nor  whether  they  had  taken  means  to  supply 
themselves  with  arms.  Id  this  State,  they  have 
apiwopriated  for  20,000  stand  of  arras;  10,000  of 
which  are  eoatraeted  for,  and  many  of  them  de- 
livered. In  many  instances,  the  men,  being  desig- 
nated, have  procured  arms  for  themselves,  and 
militia  volanteert  must  have  arms,  before  they  are 
Mmitted. 


Mr.  O.  conceived  the  question  clearly  to  be, 
whether  this  delachmem  shall  be  made,  or  75,000 
volunteers  and  the  eventual  army  shall  be  relied 
upon  in  their  place?  And  for  himself  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  making  a  choice.  If  he  had  no  other 
reason,  he  should  choose  miliiia  because  they  are 
certain,  whereas  the  others  will  depend  on  volun- 
tary ealisiment.  We  know,  said  he,  the  number 
of  volunteers  which  have  already  offered  their  ser- 
vice, and  also  the  number  of  men  enlistediato  the 
regular  army.     We  also  know  that  notil  the  deo- 


Ser  of  war  u  imminent,  men  who  would  be  wil- 
ng  to  serve  their  country  in  the  houi  of  dancer, 
will  Dol  enter  into  the  service.      Enthusiasm  has 


expect  it.  Thealarm 
time  existed,  is  now 
subsided ;  and,  except  it  were  renewed,  he  did  not 
expect  many  soldiers  would  be  got.  He  thought 
it  woold  be  wise  and  proper,  therefore,  to  agree  to 
this  proposition.  Indeed,  it  was  attended  with  so 
little  expease,  that  heshould  not  object  toils  being 
a  permanent  provision  in  our  militia  law. 

Mr.  W.  CtAiBOBitB  observed,  that  the  measure 
upon  the  table  bad  been  called  a  pompous  nullity. 
I  am  afraid,  said  he,thai  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  who  thus  terms  a  detachment  of  80,000 
militia  of  tbe  country,  is  not  willing  duty  to  ap- 
preciate iheservicesof  our  militia.  He  was  him- 
self of  opinion  that  it  was  a  strong  measure  of  de- 
fence. In  his  mind,  more  security  might  be  placed 
upon  it,  than  upon  a  standing  army,  or  volunteers, 
on  which  some  gentlemen  seeio  to  wish  entirely 
ID  rely.  He  thnught  it  high  time  to  give  the 
militia  of  the  country  some  encouragement;  and 
no  greater  stimulus  could  he  afforded  than  to 
commit  a  part  of  the  honor  of  defending  their 
country  to  their  charge.  This  resolution  goes  no 
farther ;  it  goes  only  to  rally  round  the  standard 
of  Government,  when  danger  shall  approach  it,  a 
large  detachment  of  miliiia ;  and  can  any  gentle- 
man, who  is  a  friend  to  the  great  bulwsra  of  a 
free  country,  a  militia,  say,  that  this  measure  is  an 
improper  one  1  He  wished  be  had  heard  a  differ- 
ent appellation  given  to  it.  If  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  had  been  acquainted  With  the  military 
spirit  of  every  Slate  of  the  Union,  he  would  not 
have  hazarded  tbe  appellation  he  had  given  to 
thera.  How  far  the  militia  of  New  Jersey  deserv- 
ed it,  it  was  for  himself  to  judge;  hut  if  he  could 
take  a  view  of  the  militia  m  bis  State,  be  would 
not  eive  them  this  name.  He  did  not  know  tbat 
the  law  bad  been  strictly  complied  with  ;  but  if  it 
had  not,  it  was  an  additional  reason  for  the  law 
proposed,  in  which  ought  to  be  introduced  such 
regulations  at  will  insure  a  compliance  with  it  in 
future. 

In  the  Slate  which  he  i^resented,  Mr.  C.  said, 
the  militia  law  had  expired,  and  no  power  was 
vested  in  the  Governor  to  bavetbe  men  directed  to 
be  detached,  draughted ;  but,  the  moment  the  Oov- 
eraor  signified  this  to  be  the  fact,  he  had  the  plea- 
sure to  say,  that  volunteers,  more  than  the  numbei 
wanted,  offered  their  service.  One  whole  regi- 
ment of  cavalry  directed  their  Colonel  to  inform 
the  Governor,  thit  they  were  ready  to  obey  the 
call  of  their  country ;  and  this  regiment,  he  would 
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af.  wu  as  well  disciplined  as  any  eavslrf  militia 
iatbe  Udiod.  If  the  geuUemaa  from  New  Jersey 
coald  commaDd  these  troops,  he  would  not  say 
(hey  were  a  pompous  nullity.  [The  Chairman 
nid,  Ibe  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  applied  that 


fart  of  the  militia  proposed  to  be  called  out  by  the 
resolntiou  on  the  table,  was  a  pompous  nulhty;  and 
he  thought  bimse If  correct  in  showing  that  it  did 
not  deserre  that  appellation.  He  trusted  a  ma- 
jority of  this  House  ivoald  also  confirm  hisopioion, 
by  agreeing  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Bewall  said,  it  was  an  uocandid  represeo- 
lUioa  to  say,  that  those  who  opposed  this  reso- 
lation,  do  not  rely  upon  the  militia.  He  took  it 
ihey  did  rely  upon  them,  and  did  not  wish  to  Jesseii 


dace  the  number  of  the  militia.  The  whole  bodv 
of  OUT  militia  ought  always  to  be  well  disciplined, 
ud  in  readiness;  and  this,  directing  only  80,000 
lo  be  *o  held,  of  cotirse,  lessens  iDst«ul  of  increas- 
ing the  force  of  the  militia. 

But  if  n  detachment  of  this  kind  is  objeciion- 
ible  in  this  point  of  view,  it  is  still  further  objec- 
Dooable  from  its  being  unequal  in  its  operation. 
Itiswellkaown,  that  in  many  parts  of  the  Union, 
the  detachments  are  never  made ;  and  in  others, 
that  great  complainli  are  made  by  the  people, 
who  say  that  they  have  no  more  time  to  give  to 
the  country  than  others.  The  consequence  of 
these  coiD plaints  had  been,  that  those  not  detached 
had  contributed  to  pay  those  that  were,  for  tbeir 
Ironble  and  loss  of  lime.  Id  consequence  of  this 
0}q>resure  operation,  no  detachments  had  been 
inade  in  consequence  of  the  law  ot  1797,  except 
npoa  py>er,  which  had  therefore  produced  no 
dCher  eflect  than  to  derange  the  ordinary  arraoge- 
■nenisof  the  militia.  Mr.  S.  beliered,  therefore, 
that  the  militia  would  be  a  better  defence  with- 
out this  law  than  with  it. 

Mr.  Harpek  was  sorry  to  see  any  comparisons 
introduced  in  this  House  between  the  different 
kinds  of  fotcu  which  we  possess.  He  believed, 
in  time  of  danger,  all  our  force  would  he  neces- 
sary. He  did  not  wish  to  examine  the  question 
whether  militia  volunteers,  or  a  sunding  army, 
were  the  best  kind  of  defence.  He  thought  it 
wisdom  to  combine  them  all;  we  bad  heretofore 
done  so,  and  he  hoped  would  continue  to  do  so.  He 
admitted  that  this  was  a  detachment  of  railiiia  on 
paper,  rather  than  in  reality,  but  ii  does  not  re- 
mit that  they  are  of  no  effect.  As  lo  the  trouble 
attending  the  carrying  into  effect  such  a  law,  it 
has  already  been  incurred.  He  hoped  this  meas- 
ure woald  be  continued  ;  he  tvaa  against  discon* 
tinning  any  of  our  means  of  defence.  Though 
the  danger  with  which  we  are  threatened  may 
not  be  very  imminent,  yet,  in  his  opinion,  it  was 
by  no  means  diminished ;  and  he  hoped  no  meas- 
are  of  defence  would  be  relinquished. 

Mr.  NtcBOLAa  believed,  it  was  impossible  not 
to  see,  iroffl  the  use  nude  of  the  comparisons  in- 
troduced between  the  mllilia  and  regular  army, 


to  the  disadvaniaffe  of  the  former,  that  gentlemen 
wish  to  rely  wholly  upon  a  regular  force  for  de- 
feoce.  It  is  said,  the  House  does  not  know  whe- 
ther the  former  law  was  carried  into  effect.  Sup- 
posing it  had  not,  Ibis  was  not  a  reason  against 
passing  the  taw,  hut  to  show  the  necesniiy  of 
making  it  more  effectual.  How  is  the  militia 
ever  to  be  called  into  service,  if  Congress  will  not 
provide  laws  to  place  them  in  detachments  T  And 
ought  thry  to  wait  for  danger  before  this  is  done  7 
But  Mr.  N.  doubted  the  fact  as  to  the  former  law 
not  having  been  carried  into  effect.  He  could 
not  say  it  had  been  observed  in  everv  part  of  the 
country  from  which  he  came  ;  but  he  knew  this 
was  the  case  in  some  parts.  Nor  could  it  be  ex- 
pected that  members  conld  give  complete  infor- 
mation on  this  subject ;  it  oueht  to  be  known  in 
the  War  Department  what  had  been  done  in  this 

But  the  House  had  been  told,  that  this  was  an 
expensive  operation.  If  he  understood  the  law, 
there  was  no  expense  attending  ii.  Nothing  is 
said  about  discipline,  but  merely  of  organization. 
If  some  pans  of  the  Union  have  proceeded  todis- 
ciplinejit  was  m<^  than  was  contemplated  by  the 
law.  There  was  no  farther  expense  than  attend- 
ed the  calling  of  any  portion  of  the  militia  to- 
5 ether.  This  must  always  be  incurred ;  and  gen- 
emen  who  use  this  argument  must  mean  that 
the  militia  should  never  ne  employed  ;  and  as  10 
the  argument  that  this  service  bears  hard  upon 
farmers  and  mechanics,  it  is  certainly  foundea  In 
deception,  and  explains  itself.  Gentlemen  either 
mean  to  substitute  a  regular  force,  or  a  volunteer 
force,  which  is  to  put  diwn  the  miliiia,  and  which, 
if  carried  into  effect,  the  Constitution  is  destroy- 
ed in  one  of  its  most  material  pacts.  He  had  not 
heard  a  single  objection  against  this  measure, 
which  did  not  go  against  ever  employing  the  mi- 


it  all. 


Mr.  8.  Smith  was  not  convinced  of  the  great 
futility  of  this  law.  It  ought  to  be  recollected, 
that  those  men  who  have  already  been  detached, 
have  done  their  duty  as  com{detely  as  if  they  had 
been  called  into  the  field,  and  if  this  law  passes, 
other  men  must  be  detached.  The  law  passed  in 
17M,  on  this  subject,  was  not  executed  m  Mary- 
land ;  but  that  passed  in  1797,  was  carried  into  ef- 
fect, and  tha  men,  though  not  called  from  their 
homes,  were  held  ready  for  service. 

Mr.  8.  said,  he  should  not  have  been  much  in 
favor  of  this  law,  but  from  the  recent  appoint- 
ment, which  gave  us  an  appearance  of  peace ;  and 
he  thought  a  departure  from  any  branch  of  the 
system  of  defence  which  had  been  adopted  would 


of  producing 

■  -  '    i3 

rote,  though  it  may  not  have 
effect  which  some  gentlemen  suppose, 


taken,  had  been  the  i 
change  in  the  conduct  of  Fra 
this  law  his '■" >-:--- 


this 


Id  mva 

Sh  it  may  not  have  allthe 
;men  suppose. 

be  known,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  the  militia 

are  obliged  to  do  their  duty  when  called  upon, 
and  that  thi^sameredraught  in  case  of  necessity. 
With  respect  to  the  Slate  to  which  he  belonged,  he 
feltlessonacconniof  it  than  usual;  theStatebar- 
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log  passed  an  eicelleai  militia  law;  a  law  which 
provides  a  uelect  corps  of  ^ ouog.  men  from  twenty- 
one  to  ibirly.  who  are  equipped  by  tbe  Slate. 
The  division  to  which  he  belonged,  had  sll  volun- 
tarily offered  iheir  service  for  the  defence  of  tbeii 
country,  in  case  of  aecewity,  and  he  did  not  be- 
lieve if  this  law  passed  that  [here  would  be  any 
occasion  for  a  draught  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

Mr.  D4VTON  utid,  he  did  not  interrupt  the  gen- 
ticman  from  Tennesaee,  in  hia  gross  Diisrepreteat- 
ation  of  what  he  had  said ;  because  he  did  not 
wish  to  break  that  geatieman's  florid  language ; 
not  because  be  considered  it  as  made  up  01  pom- 

Eus  nullities,  but  of  pom/poit*  falaehooda.  He 
ew,  in  many  cases,  rhetorical  flourishes  must 
be  endured,  or  the  oratory  of  some  gentlemen 
would  be  at  an  end.  Though  he  did  not  thiuk  it 
necessary  to  make  further  remarks  upon  what  fell 
from  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  he  must  be 
indulged  with  a  few  remarks  on  what  was  said  by 
the  genileman  from  Pennsylvania,  whom  be  con- 
sidered as  h\s  jiU4eader. 

Tbatgentlemaa  had  ascribed  to  himadistruat— 
an  avowed  distrust,  in  the  services  ol  the  mi- 
litia of  this  eouotry.  Every  gentleman  whoheard 
him  would  bear  bim  witness  thai  he  had  always 
had  confidence  in  the  great  body  of  the  militia. 
He  had  said,  that  whenever  an  invasion  shall 


believed,  with  tbe  gentleman  from  Conneclicut, 
that  60,000  men  might  be  sooner  drawn  from  the 
whole  body  of  the  oiilitia,  than  by  means  of  the 
proposed  detachment ;  as  had  been  observed,  when 
the  detached  men  were  called  upon,  a  great  part 
of  them  would  not  be  found.  He  appealed  to 
gentlemen  whether  a  fifth  or  a  sixth  part  of  the 
quotrt  of  some  of  the  States  of  these  80,000  men 
might  not  be  expected,  when  called  for,  to  be  fish- 
ing for  cod  or  calching  whales ;  and  it  would,  in  a 
neat  degree,  be  the  same  with  respect  to  other 
Stales,  in  consequence  of  the  constant  removal 
which  takes  place  from  one  State  to  another. 
Mr.  D.  said,  he  relied  mnch  more  on  the  power 
given  to  the  President,  whenever  the  eoantrv  is 
in  danger,  to  call  out  sucfa  niunber  of  the  mititia 
as  he  may  think  necessary,  to  repel  invaaion,  than 
upon  any  deiacbment  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  had  called  these  detachments  a 
pompous  nullity;  because  the  olBeem  and  men 
oad  never  seen,  nor  ever  would  see  each  other ; 
because,  in  many  of  the  States,  not  even  their 
names  were  upon  paper;  while  m  other  parts  of 
the  Union,  considerable  expense  had  been  incurred, 
and,  in  some  instances,  men  who  could  not  conve- 
niently perform  the  service  themselves,  bad  hired 
safaatilutes.  In  private  inquiries  of  different  mem- 
bers, he  found  that  in  some  parts  no  step  had 
been  taken  towards  carrying  the  taw  into  effect. 
He  had,  therefore,  naid  that  a  law  of  this  kind 
was  oppressive,  vexatious,  unequal,  and  ineffica- 
cious. He  added,  also,  and  he  would  repeat  it, 
that  it  brousht  the  body  of  tbe  militia  to  rely  upon 
these  detachments ;  and  caused  the  State  Legisla- 
tures and  officers  to  be  more  attentive  to  the  arm- 
ing and  equipping  of  the  whole  of  tbe  miUtia. 


Mr.  W.  Claibobub  said  be  was  indebted  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  for  the  compliment 
he  had  paid  him  with  respect  to  his  talents ;  and, 
in  return,  he  would  inform  that  gentleman  that 
always  well  pleased  to  hear  his  eloquent 

I,  but  to 

have  noticed  one  expression  wbieh  fell  from  that 
gentleman,  which  was  the  calling  "the  gentlemen 
from  P^Dsvtvauia  his  (Mr.  C's)  file  leader." 
Mr.  C.  said  ne  would  inform  the  gentleman  from 
Jersey,  that  if  he  meant  to  convey  the  most  re- 
mote idea  that  he  was  led  by  that  gentleman  any 
further  than  by  the  weight  of  hia  roasoaings,  he 
bad  done  him  great  injustice.  Mr.  C.  knew  he 
had  not  been  accustomed  to  command  in  a  private 


ipub- 

lic  duty,  by  any  other  view  than  the  good  of  his 
country,  he  should  disdain  his  own  souL 

Since  the  gentleman  from  Jersey  had  explain- 
ed, he  believed  he  had  used  the  expression  of 
pompous  nullity  improperly  ;  thinking  so,  he  made 
the  confession.  But  be  was  himself  lar  iKra  con- 
sidering this  measure  as  a  pompous  nnlliiy.  He 
believea  the  Government  of  this  country  bad  here- 
tofore had  recourse  to  pompous  nullities.  He  look- 
ed upon  tbe  provisional  army  of  this  descriptirai, 
and  upon  the  proposed  erentaal  army  as  of  the 
same  oeseripiion,  though  he  had  no  doubt,  if  cai^ 
ried  into  effect,  ihey  would  each  of  them  prove 
energetic  measures. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  ^id  the  making  of  these  de- 
tacbmeuts  were  attended  with  considerable  ex- 
pense, without  being  of  any  use.  The  detach- 
ments ordered  in  17M  not  having  been  called 
upon,  in  1797  the  number  of  men  voluntarily  of- 
fered themselves.  This  was  tbe  case  in  the  bri- 
gade which  be  commanded ;  but,  if  these  men 
were  called  upon,  what  reliance  could  be  had 
upon  them,  having  offered  iheir  services  under 
such  cireumstaoces  1  If  immediate  service  wi» 
wanted  from  the  militia,  no  belter  troops  could  be 
bad ;  but  they  never  could  be  kept  together  more 
than  two  or  three  weeks.  If  this  detachment 
was  ordered,  he  supposed  men  would  again  be 
ready  >o  offertheirservtces,undei  an  idea  that  their 
services  would  never  be  wanted. 

Mr.  T.  Ci.MBoaNB  observed,  if  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  last  up  meant  anything,  they  went 
to  say  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  did  not 
know  what  wotild  be  the  proper  defence  of  ibis 
country. 

Mr.  Vgnablg  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Nev 
York  was  somewhat  mistaken  with  respect  to  the 
brigade  which  be  commanded.  The  gentleman 
had  heretofore  been  loud  in  their  praises ;  but  now 
he  says  tbey  would  not  have  offered  their  services, 
if  tiiey  had  expected  to  be  called  upon ;  and  that, 
if  they  had  any  apprehension  of  being  called  into 
service,  they  would  not  again  come  forward.  He 
did  not  think  his  brigade  would  tbank  their  Qen- 
eral  for  giving  this  cnaracter  of  them. 

Mr.  V.  ho^  the  gentleman  was  mistaken  ia 
another  respect.  It  was  said  that  whenever  an 
lakes  place,  ii  will  be  a««enajy  fbr  the 
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Mien  and  Sedition  LaioB. 


This  mij  be  the 
ivasion  happens ;  to 
which  this  detacbmeoi  will  be  no  hindrance.  And 
whenerer  the  militia  shall  be  called  out,  he  had 
no  doubt  tbey  would  be  kepi  together  five  o 
weeks,  without  difficulty. 

Mr.  Williams  explained. 

The  resotuiioD  wsi  then  Saatly  a^eed  to — 4S 
to  40;  And  Messrs.  Tarmdm,  McDowbll,  and 
HiBPEB,  were  appointed  a  commitlee  to  report  i 
bill  in  pursuance  of  it 

MoKBAT,  Februttrr  29. 

Mr.  Qaeoo  presanted  two  petitions  praying  foi 
■  rapeal  of  the  alien  btmI  sedition  laws ;  the  oni 
from  Cumberland  county,  ugned  by  Z70  pentooa 
tht  other  froiQ  Mifflin  coaniy,  in  PennsykaDia 
Mned  by  314  persons. 

Mr.  Qallatik  presented  another  petition  of  the 
Mine  kind  from  Chester  comoty,  signed  by 
person  R. 

Mr.  Litinustoh:  one  of  a  similar  nature,  signed 
by  3^500  citizens  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Heister  r  one  of  the  same  kind,  from  1,400 
inhabitBQt.t  of  Berks  county, 

Hr.  Bayard  :  one  from  the  inbabitaais  of  New- 
castle  couQiy,  Stale  of  Delaware,  signed  by  be- 
tween 700  and  800  persoos, 

Mr.  Bavahd  Bad  Mr.  Bbowm  each  of  them  pre- 
sented petitions  to  the  same  effect,  iigD«d  by  B 
imill  number  of  persons. 

The  wbat«  were  referred  as  usual. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LiTiNfiaroN,  the  petition 
KeKDted  some  dan  aso  from  a  number  of  alien 
Irwhaien  againat  the  aura  bill,  was  alto  referred — 
44  to  36. 

Tlie  two  fnUowiDg  bills  were  iben  read  tht 
lUrd  time  aiid  passed^  Tiz :  a  bill  to  authorize  th< 
etection  of  a  beacon  on  Boon  Island,  and  a  hill 
far  the  goTernmeot  of  the  Nary  of  the  United 
Statffi: 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Reans,  reported  a  bill  making  additiooai  appro- 
priations for  the  year  1799 ;  which  was  committed. 

Mr.  Yarhdk  reported  a  bill  authorizing  a  de- 
lachment  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  Su 
which  was  committed. 

ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAWS. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  GoooRicK,  the  Hoose  i 

inio  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of 

a  srlset  committee,  on  the  petitiont  praying  for  a 

lepal  of  the  alien  and  sedition   laws;  which 

was  read  by  the  Chairman,  as  follows : 

Th*  smimittee  to  whoa  were  raArred  the  memoiiils 

if  HDdry  inbabitanu  of  the  oountie*  of  SnAblk  and 

Queen,  in  the  StAte  of  New  York ;  of  Eimix  MnDty, 

ii>II(wJ«iwr;oftb*canBtJe«  of  PUlAdelphia,Vork, 


It  i>  the jpKfwwd  obiKt  of  tbi>ae  petitions  to  solldt 
np««l  of  two  set*  pUMd  during  the  last  MMion  of 


Congrats,  the  one  "  An  Act  eonceriuDK  Aliens,"  the 
Other  "  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  punulk- 
ment  of  certain  crimra  sgainit  tba  United  Btates,"  on 
the  ground  of  their  being  >iuiconititntioanl,  oppresaira, 
■nd  impolitic 

The  committee  cannot,  however,  forbear  to  notiM, 
that  the  principal  mcuare*  hitherto  adopted  for  repell- 
ing the  AggrMnoiu  snd  initilti  of  France  have  not  «•• 
caped  AfumadTenion. 

Complaints  are  particalarly  directed  against  the  lawa 
proTiding  a  Nstj — for  angmentiDg  the  Army — author- 
taing  ■  pronasnsl  army  and  corps  of  Totuoleen — for 
laying  a  dnty  on  stamped  Tellum,  parchment,  and  p» 
per — asaeaaing  and  collectiag  direct  taiea— and  ajitbor- 
ixing  lo«ns  fi>r  the  public  Hrviee. 

With  these  topio  of  complaint,  in  some  of  the  pett 
tion*,  are  intermingled  inTectiTes  againtt  the  policy  of 
the  Government  from  an  early  peiiod,  and  insinnations 
derogatory  to  the  chaiacter  of  the  Legislature  and  of 
ittB  Administration. 

While  the  committee  regret  that  the  public  councils 
■hottid  erer  be  inTited  to  liiten  to  other  ttuu)  eipreesions 
of  mpeet,  they  trail  that  they  have  impartially  comider- 
ed  the  questions  referred  to  their  examination,  and  formed 
their  opinions  on  a  just  appredatiiin  of  their  merits, 
with  a  dae  regard  to  Ou  antaorily  of  OoTemment,  and 
tha  diapassionate  judgment  of  the  Ameriean  people. 

The  act  CDDCeming  aBena,  and  the  act  in  addition  to 
tba  act  entiUad  an  act  fcr  the  punishment  of  certain 
erimea,diall  be  trst  oonaadered. 

Tbelr  consdtntionality  is  impeached.  It  is  contended 
Aat  Congress  hsTO  no  power  to  pan  a  law  fbr  remoT- 
ing  aKens. 

To  this  it  is  answered,  that  the  anylum  gi*en  by  a 
nation  to  foreigners,  is  mere  matter  of  bvor,  r»- 
t  die  puUie  wffl.  On  this  pt^t,  abtmdmt 
mightlia  adduead,  but  the  common  praetiee 
of  nslioiw  attaats  the  principle. 

The  right  of  remoring  aliens,  as  an  incident  to  the 
power  of  war  and  peace,  according  to  the  theory  of  the 
Conslitntion,  belongs  to  the  Gareniinent  of  the  United 
States.  By  the  fonrtb  section  of  the  fourth  article  of 
the  Conatitotion,  Congress  is  required  to  protect  each 
State  from  invsidon,  and  is  Teated  by  the  eighth  section 
of  the  fifth  article,  with  power  to  make  all  laws,  which 
tball  be  proper  to  carry  mlo  effect  all  powers  vested  by 
the  Constitotion  in  the  Ooremment  of  the  United 
Statea,  or  in  any  department,  or  offlcer  thereof;  and  to 
remove  from  the  country,  in  times  of  hostility,  dan- 
gsrons  ahens,  who  may  be  employed  in  prepanng  the 
way  for  invasion,  is  s  measnre  neceeiaiy  for  the  pqr- 
poae  of  preventing  invaaion,  and  of  course  a  measora 
that  Congress  is  empowered  to  adopt. 

The  act  is  said  to  be  unconstitntionsl,  becaose  to  re- 
more  sliena  is  a  direct  breach  of  the  Constitution, 
whidi  provides,  "  by  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  ar< 
tide,  that  the  migration  or  importation  of  such  persona 
as  any  of  the  States  ihsll  think  proper  to  admit,  shall 
not  be  prohibited  I7  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year 
■109." 

To  this  it  is  snswered,  first,  that  this  section  in  Ike 
Constitution  wss  enacted  solely  in  order  to  prevent 
Congress  from  probitfliing,  until  aftor  a  fit  period,  tha 
importation  of  alaves,  which  appean  from  two  con- 
siderations. First,  that  the  restnotion  is  confined  to  tha 
States  which  were  in  existence  at  the  time  ofestahltah- 
ing  the  Constitution ;  and,  secondly,  that  it  is  to  con- 
tinne  only  twenty  years,  for  neither  ofwhidimodifiest* 
tiont  could  there  nave  been  the  least  reason,  bad  tha 
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TMtrictioni  lieen  intended  lo  >pp1j,  not 
eillBri<r,  but  to  alE  cmigranla  in  general. 

Secondl;.  It  it  aOBwered,  thai  to  prevent  emignitjan 
in  general,  ii  a  very  diflerenl  thing  from  aeniling  oS, 
after  their  amTal,  *uch  emigrauU  aa  might  abuse  the 
indulgence,  by  rendering  themietvei  dangeroiu  lo  the 
peace  or  wftty  of  the  country,  and  that  if  the  Coiuu- 
tntion  in  tbia  particular  ihould  be  so  construed,  it 
would  prevent  Cangieei  from  driving  a  boJy  of  anacd 
m«n  from  tbii  country,  who  might  land  with  viewi 
tnidently  hostile. 

Thirdly.  That  as  the  Conatitutien  has  given  to  the 
Stales  no  power  to  remove  aliens  during  the  period  of 
the  limitation  under  consideration,  in  the  meantime  on 
the  construction  assumed,  there  would  be  no  ■uthori^ 
in  the  country  empowered  to  send  away  dangerous 
aliena,  which  caunot  be  admitted;  and  that  on  >  sup- 
position the  aforesaid  restrictive  clause  included  every 
deecription  of  emigrants,  the  different  sectiona  must  re- 
ceive such  ■  construction  >a  ahali  reconcile  them  with 
each  other ;  and  sccording  to  a  fiur  interpretation  of 
the  difierent  parts  of  the  Conatitution,  the  section  can- 
not be  considered  as  restrictive  on  the  power  of  Con- 
(resB  to  send  away  daifgeroua  fbreignen  in  timee  of 
ttireatened  or  actual  hostility.  And  though  the  United 
States,  at  tbe  time  of  passing  this  act,  were  not  in  a 
•tale  of  declared  war,  diey  were  in  a  state  ef  parti&l 
hostility,  and  had  the  power,  by  law,  to  provide,  as  by 
tbis  act  they  have  done,  for  removing  dangerous  aliens. 
This  law  is  said  to  violate  that  put  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  provides  that  the  trial  of  all  crimes,  except 
in  cases  of  impeschment,ihall  be  fay  Jury  ;  whereas  this 
act  invests  the  President  with  power  to  send  away 
aliens  on  his  own  suspicion,  and  thus  to  inflict  punish- 
ment without  trial  by  jury. 

It  is  anawercd  in  the  first  place,  that  the  CMiatitu. 
tion  was  made  for  dtiieos,  not  for  aliena,  who  of  con- 
aequence  have  no  rights  under  it,  but  remain  in  the 
country  and  enjoy  ^  benefit  of  the  laws,  not  sa 
matter  of  right,  but  merely  as  matter  of  &vor  and  per- 
misMon,  which  bvor  and  permiasion  may  be  virilhdrawn 
whenever  the  Goveniment  cbarged  with  the  general 
welfare  shall  judge  their  further  continuance  dan- 
Ilia  answered  in  the  second  [dace,  that  the  proviaions 
in  the  Constitution  lelative  lo  preaentmeat  and  trial  of 
offences  by  juriea,  do  not  apply  to  the  revocation  of  an 
a^lum  given  to  aliens.  Those  provisions  solely  respect 
cnmes,  and  the  alien  may  be  removed  without  having 
mmmitted  aoroflence,  merely  from  motives  of  policy 
or  security.  The  citizen,  being  a  member  of  the  so- 
cielj,  has  a  right  to  remain  in  the  country,  of  which  he 
cannot  be  dii^nchiaed,  except  for  o&encea  first 
tained,  on  pietentment  and  trial  by  jury. 

It  is  answered,  thirdly,  that  the  removal  of  aliens, 
though  it  may  ba  inconvenient  to  them,  cannot  be  co 
sidered  ta  a  punishment  inflicted  for  an  o&ence,  but, 
before  remarked,  merely  the  removal  from  motivea 
general  safely,  of  an  indulgence  which  there  is  danger 
of  theii  abusing,  and  which  we  are  in  nomanner  bound 
ti>  giant  or  continue. 

llie  "Act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled 
the  pnniahment  of  certain  crimes  against  tbe  United 
States,"  commonly  called  the  sedition  act,  cor 
viaions  of  •  twofold  nature  ;  Brat,  against  aedi 
and,  second,  against  libellous  and  seditions  writings. 
The  flnl  have  never  been  complained  d(  nor  hs 
otnection  been  made  to  its 'validity.  The  objeetii 
pHes  solely  to  the  second ;  and  on  the  ground,  j 


first  place,  that  Congresa  have  no  power  t>y  the  Consti- 
tution lo  paaa  any  act  for  punishing  libels,  do  such 
power  being  expressly  given,  and  all  power*  not  given 
to  Congress,  being  reserved  to  the  States  respectively, 
or  the  people  tbereaf. 

To  tbia  objection  it  is  answered,  that  a  law  to  punish 
false,  BcandaJouB,  and  malidous  writings  against  the 
Government,  with  intent  to  atir  up  sedition,  is  a  law  ne- 
eessary  for  carrying  into  eSeet  the  power  vested  fay  the 
Constitutiou  in  the  Government  of  the  United  Slstae^ 
a  the  departments  and  officers  thereof,  and,  conse- 
qasntly,  such  a  law  as  Congiev  may  pass ;  because  tbe 
direct  tendency  of  such  writings  is  to  obstraet  the  acts 
of  the  Government  by  eidting  opposition  to  them,  to 
endanger  its  eiistence  by  rendering  it  odious  and  con- 
templSle  in  the  eyea  of  the  people,  and  to  produce  se- 
ditious combinations  against  the  laws,  the  power  l» 
punish  which  has  never  been  qucationed  ;  hscaase  it 
would  be  manifestiy  absurd  lo  auppoee  that  a  Govern- 
ment might  punish  sedition,  and  yet  be  void  of  power 
to  prevent  it  by  punishing  those  acts  which  plainly 
and  necessarily  lead  to  it;  and,  because,  under  the 
general  power  to  make  all  laws  proper  and  necessary 
for  carrying  into  eflect  the  powers  vested  by  tbe  Con- 
stitution in  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales,  Con- 
greas  has  passed  many  laws  for  which  no  eipress  pro- 
vision  can  be  found  in  Ihe  Constitution,  and  the  con- 
stitutionslity  of  which  has  never  been  questioned,  such 
ss  the  first  section  of  tbe  act  now  under  consideration. 
for  punishing  seditious  oombinatious ;  the  act  passed 
during  the  present  sesaion,  for  punishing  persons  who, 
without  authority  from  the  Government,  shall  carry  en 
any  correspondence  relative  to  foreign  aflain  with  any 
foreign  Government;  tbe  act  for  tbe  panishment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  against  the  United  States,  which  define* 
and  pnnisbes  misprision  of  treason ;  the  lOth  and  IStk 
sections,  which  declare  the  punishment  of  acceaaiies 
to  piracy,  and  of  persons  who  shall  confoderale  to  be- 
come pirates  themselves,  or  to  induce  others  to  becmne- 
so ;  the  16th  section,  which  inflicts  a  penal^  on  those 
who  steal  or  falsify  tbe  record  of  any  court  of  the  United 
States;  Ihe  18th  and  Slat  sectiona,  which  provide  ii« 
the  punishment  of  persons  committing  perjury  in  any 
court  of  the  United  States,  or  attempting  to  bribe  any 
of  their  Judges;  tbe  SSd  section,  wtuch  punishes  those 
who  obstruct  or  resist  the  process  of  any  court  of  (be 
United  States ;  and  ^e  23d,  agaiiut  rescuing  all  ofiead- 
en  who  have  been  convicted  of  any  capital  oBencebe- 
ton  these  courts ;  provisions,  none  of  which  are  ex- 
pressly sulhoriied,  but  which  have  been  considered  si 
Constitalioaal,  because  they  are  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  eflect  certain  powen  eipresslj  given 
to  Congress. 

It  ia  objected  lo  this  act,  in  the  second  place,  that  it 
is  eipresal;  contrary  to  that  part  of  the  Constitution 
which  deelaiea,  that  "  Congress  shall  make  no  taw  re- 
specting an  establifhment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the 
f^  exercise  thereof,  or  abridging  the  liber^  of  the- 
press."  Tbe  act  in  question  is  said  to  ba  an  "  abridge 
ment  of  the  liberty  of  tbe  press,"  and  therefiire  nnoon- 
stitntionaL 


hberty  of  tbe  p 


ta  not  in  a  lioensa  for  eveiy 


pnnisbnient,  if  he  s 
jury  of  others,  but  in  a  permission  to  publish,  wilhoat 
previous  reatraint,  whatever  he  may  think  proper,  being 
answerable  to  the  public  and  individnala,  for  any  abuse 
_».!,.        ......    iheir  pi^udieo.    In  like  mannw,. 
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tt  (he  Hber^  of  ipwch  doaa  not  anthoriu  ■  man  to 
neak  Pislicioti*  sluiden  ifunn  tiii  neighbor,  nor  the 
bbaity  of  Bctiop  jwti^  him  in  going,  b;  Tialence,  inlo 
mother  man'i  hcnue,  or  in  unulting  mj  pcnon  wbotn 
be  mm;  maet  in  the  it»et>.  In  th«  ■eneral  Stalei  the 
libeitj  of  the  pnm  hu  alwaji  been  ojideritood  in  thie 
■ntaner,  snil  no  other  i  and  the  Conelitution  of  erer; 
State  which  hu  been  fnmed  and  adopted  ainee  the 
Declaration  of  IndepeDdeDco,  BMarti  "  the  IUmt^  of  the 
pnm  i"  while  ia  aoTeral,  if  not  all,  thcu  lawa  pnride 
fct  the  pvnialuaeiit  of  libdlooa  paUkatJoiu,  which 
would  be  a  manifistf  abaorditj  and  contndiction,  if  the 
tibeitj  of  the  preea  meant  to  publiih  any  and  CTeijthing. 
withoat  being  amenable  to  the  law*  lor  the  abiue  of 
Ihia  lieenae.  Acooi^g  to  Ihie  juet,  legal,  utd  oniTer' 
■all;  admitted  definition  of  "  the  Uber^  of  the  pien," 
a  law  to  reatimin  iti  lieentioiMneea,  in  pabliahing  &lie, 
acandalona,  and  mahdoiu  libel*  agaiiut  the  Gofem- 
Dwnt,  cannot  be  cotiaideicd  ae  "  an  abtidgoient"  of  ita 
"libertj." 

It  ia  aniwarad,  in  the  aecond  place,  that  the  libcit; 
of  lt>«  preea  did  nerer  eitend,  according  to  the  lewa  of 
atj  lM*lB,oroflba  United  Sutea,  oi  of  England,  firom  , 
whence  omr  lawa  are  deiiTed,  to  the  publication  of  lalaa, 
•eaodaloDB,  and  maliciona  writinga  agatnit  the  Oovarn- 
Mint,  written  or  pnbliehad  wilh  intent  to  do 


nich  poblicattana  being  anlawfiit,  and  puniahab: 
J  Stale;  &om  whence  it  follow*,  nndeniabl;, 


t  law  to  puniah  leditioiij  and  n 


that 


_-. oinent  of  the   libertj  of  tbi 

would  be  a  pianiieat  abanriTitr  to  aay, 

libertr  ^'■*  abridged  bj  punialung  Urn  for  doing  that 

which  he  neTer  had  a  Ubeitj  to  do. 

It  ia  anawered,  thfadlj,  that  the  act  in  qneatii 
hm  be  ancvtutitntional,  becanee  it  make*  nothing  penal 
that  waa  not  penal  betiire,  and  give*  no  new  powera  to 
tbeconn,  bntiemeTeljdeclaKtMyof  the 
uid  neefiit  for  rendeiiiif  that  law  mi  _ 
known,  and  more  eaaih  nnderatood.  Thi*  cannot  be 
denied,  tf  it  be  admitted  a*  it  bum  be,  that  Uaa,  acui- 
dibo*,  and  maHcioD*  Ubel*  agajnat  the  G»*«n)iMnt  of 
the  «oaBli7,  ^Miabed  with  intent  to  do  mieduef, 
ptmiAaUa  b;  the  comnmi  law ;  for,  by  the  3d  aeet 
Df  the  Sd  article  of  the  Coiulittilimi,  the  jtididal  power 
oC  the  United  Blalea  ia  eipriiaaly  extended  to  all  ot 
ftneea  aiinng  nttdar  the  ttetkatitutian.  By  the  Conati- 
tntion,  the  Qorenunent  of  the  United  State*  i*  eetab- 
Bihed,  for  many  important  otgecta,  aa  the  GaTernment 
of  the  conntty;  and  hbela  againat  ^al  Ooremtnent, 
■iMrefarc,  ar«  oAncea  ariaing  under  the  Constitntion, 
and,  conaeqnently,  are  pimiahable  at  common  law  by 
Oe  couiti  of  the  United  State*.  The  act,  indeed,  i*  *o 
&r  from  hiTing  eitended  the  law  and  the  power  of  the 
tonrt,  that  it  baa  abridged  both,  and  ba*  enlarged  in- 
Mad  of  abridging  the  Hberty  of  the  pre**  ;  for,  at  com- 
mon law.  libeL*  againat  the  Oomtiment  migfai  be  pan- 
iahed  with  fine  and  impriaonmeDt  at  the  diairetian  of 
^  cetnt,  whava*  the  act  Hnila  the  Bne  to  two  thon- 
■nd  dollar*,  and  the  hopriaranMnt  to  two  yeara ;  and 
i<  the  tllowi  tb*  party  aoctiaed  to  giro  the  trtlth  in 
"i^ote  tat  hii  jmtiflcaliM),  whidi,  by  the  eoKmon 
h«,  wu  eipr«e*lj  Eottiddaii. 

And,  hal^,  It  i*  aiMwered,  that  had  the  Conilltndon 
liiniM  to  prohibit  Cangraaa  from  legielating  at  all  on 
>he  n^aet  of  the  praaa,  which  i*  th«  ciHi*tr«ction 
*li»eon  the  oUection*  to  tlui  law  an  fodDJad,  it 
wDoU  have  lued  the  laine  eipreaaion*  aa  in  that  part 
of  the  clanae  wfaidi  relataa  to  religion  and  teligno* 
tM*;  whereaa, ^  worda  ara  wholly  difihieiit :  "Con- 


greei,"  laT*  the  Conilitation,  (amendment  3d,)  "ahall 
make  no  law  reapecting  an  eatabliabmenl  of  religion,  oi 
prohibiting  the  me  eierdie  thereof^  or  abridging  thefraa- 
dom  of  speech  or  of  the  pteaa."  Here  it  ia  manileet  that 
the  Conitilutlon  intended  to  prohibit  Congreea  boat  Ia- 
gialaling  at  all  on  the  subject  of  religiou*  eatabliahmeitt*. 
and  the  prohibition  ia  made  in  the  most  eipree*  terma. 
Had  the  aame  intantioD  proTaited  reapecting  the  |iii— . 
the  aamo  eipreeiion*  would  haT«  borai  naed,  and  Omt- 
greaa  would  hare  been  "  prohibited  Jrom  paaaing  any 
I  Uw  ruapeetinc  the  pteaa."  Tbej  an  not,  however, 
"  pioliibilad"  from  legialating  at  all  on  the  anl^aet, 
bat  merely  from  abridging  the  hbeity  of  the  pnaa. 
It  ia  evident  (hej  may  l^islate  raspecting  the  preea, 
may  pan  lawa  ht  ita  regulation,  and  to  poniab  tba*« 
who  perrert  it  into  an  engine  of  miachiefl  pnnidad 
thoee  lawa  do  not  abridge  ita  liberty.  lU  liber^,  att- 
cording  to  the  well  known  and  uniTenally  admitted 
definition,  coiuiata  in  pemueeion  to  puUi^,  without 
preTion*  mtnint  upon  the  preea,  but  aubject  to  paik- 
tshment  afterward*  for  improper  pnUicalioiia.  A  law, 
thenlbre,  to  impoae  previoua  leetiaiat  upon  the  pre**, 
and  not  one  to  mflict  puniahment  on  wicked  and  mali- 
doua  publicalioaa,  would  be  a  law  to  abridge  the  libnr^ 
of  the  pre**,  and,  a*  such,  unconititutianal. 

The  fongoing  reaaoning  i*  aubmitted  aa  vindicating 
the  validity  of  the  law*  in  qneation. 

Although  the  conuoittae  beUeve,  that  aadi  of  tbn 
mttaaorea  adopted  by  Congreia  daring  the  lait  *e**ian, 
i*  ausceptible  of  an  analytical  jnatiOcBtiot),  on  the  prin- 
ciples t^  the  Conalitution,  and  national  policy,  yet  Ihay 
prefer  to  rest  their  vindication  m  the  brne  gionod  n 
considering  them  as  part*  of  a  general  natem  of  de- 
fence, ad^ited  toa  eriaiB  of  extrtordinaty  diffieal^and 


It  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  power  la  declare  war, 
to  raise  and  anppurt  armiea,  to  proride  and  maintain  ■ 
navy,  to  mppreas  insurrection,  and  repel  invasion*,  and 
alao  the  power  to  defrar  the  neceaaary  expense  by  Icmuw 
or  taxes,  are  vested  in  Congreea..  Unfortunately  for  the 
praient  generation  of  mankind,  a  contest  ha*  ariaen 
and  rages  with  unabated  foraci^,  which  has  deaolated 
the  bireat  portion!  of  Enrope,  and  ahaken  the  labHe  of 
aociely  through  the  civilized  world.  Front  die  naton 
and  cBecta  of  thia  contest,  as  developed  in  the  exp»- 
[iance  of  nations,  melancholy  inforenees  must  be  dnwn, 
that  it  ia  unsnaceptible  of  the  restraints  which  have 
either  deai^ated  the  abjecta,  limited  the  duration,  or 
mitigated  the  horrora  of  national  contentiona.  In  the 
internal  history  of  France,  and  in  the  conduct  of  her 
force*  and  partisans  in  the  countries  which  have  foltam 
under  her  power,  the  puUic  councils  of  our  country 
were  required  to  diacem  the  dangers  which  threatened 
the  United  Btatea,  and  to  guard  not  only  againat  tb* 
usual  eonseqaences  of  war,  bat  also  against  (he  eSeola 


loralily,  law,  aad  govemmenu  Will  it  be  eaid,  that 
the  raiaing  of  a  *maU  army,  and  an  eventual  proviiioii 
Iot  drawing  into  the  public  lervice  a  oon*ider«bU  pH^ 
portion  of  the  whole  force  of  the  country,  waa  in  itidl 

If  auob  ahonld  be  the  a**«ition,  let  it  be  caaAfly 
considered,  whether  eome  of  onr  fertile  and  flouiiahing 
Statea  did  not,  *li  month*  dnce,  preaent  aa  alluring  - 
□bjeeta  for  the  gralificalion  of  ambition  or  enpidi^,  *■ 
inhoapilable  dim^e  of  Bgypt.  What  then  t^ 
d  to  be  the  Mmp«fatiTe  difficoltiaa  between  Inva^ 
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Ewt  Indira  1  If  ihia  iru  a  profened,  not  mil  otrieet, 
«f  the  «aterpriie,  let  it  b«  uked,  if  the  Snttan  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire  was  not  really  the  friend  of  Francs 
at  the  time  nben  hia  unBaspeeting  dependencie*  were 
Ittvaded;  and  whether  the  United  States  trere  not  at 
die«ame  time  loaded  with  iniult*,  and  awiiled  with 
bofUlityl  It  however,  it  he  asserted,  that  the  ajatera 
-of  France  ia  hostile  only  to  Jenpotie  or  mDnarchical 
Gevrriimenta,  and  that  our  security  arises  from  the 
ftrm  of  our  Constitation,  let  Switieriand,  first  dWded 
-and  disarmed  by  perfidous  sednctians,  now  ssonized  b; 
nientless  power,  illostiate  the  consequences  of  similar 
etednlity.  Is  it  DBcessary  at  this  time  to  vindicale  the 
Na*al  Armamenti  rather,  may  not  the  inquiry  be 
hcridlf  made,  whether  the  guardians  of  the  public  wed 
would  not  have  deseired  and  received  the  reproaches  of 
eveiy  patriotic  American,  if  a  contemptible  naval  foroo 
had  been  longer  pennitted  to  intercept  our  necessaij 
rappliei,  destroy  our  prindpil  source  of  revenue,  and 
Muw,  at  the  entrance  of  our  harhora  and  rivers,  the  pro- 
(loets  of  onr  industiy,  destined  to  our  foreign  marheti  ? 
if  such  injurira  were  at  all  to  be  repelled,  is  not  the  re- 
Aictinn  which  confined  laptnrea  by  our  ships  solely  to 
■rmed  vesatia   of  France,   a  euflident    proof  of 

U,  therelbre.  naval  and  military  preparationa  v 
necessary,  a  provision  of  funds  to  defray  the  ooi 
qnent  expenses  was  of  course  iodispensable.  A  rev 
of  all  the  measures  that  have  been  sdi^ited  since  the 
-aatabbshment  of  the  Government,  will  prove  Uiat  Con- 
gnss  have  m>t  been  unxaindfal  of  the  wishes  of  the 
American  people,  to  avoid  an  accumnlstion  ofthe  pub- 
lic debt;  and  the  sncccaa  which  has  attended  uieae 
.MMMUun  affords  condoaive  evidence  of  the  aincetity  of 
their  intentions.  But  to  purchase  sufhdent  quantitiei 
«f  DuUtary  supplies,  to  establish  a  nsv^,  and  provldi 
fiu  all  the  contkngendee  of  an  army,  without  recoursi 
to  new  taxes  and  loans,  was  impracticable ;  both  mea 
mrea  were  in  fact  adopted.  In  devising  a  mode  of 
Jaiation,  the  conveaiejice  and  ease  of  the  least  wealthy 
^laaa  of  the  people  were  consulted  as  much  as  poaaible, 
and  although  Uh  eipenaes  of  asseatment  have  far- 
jiished  a  topic  of  cmnplaint,  it  is  found  that  the  allow- 
anees  are  barely  sufficient  to  insoie  the  eiecution  ol 
the  law,  even  aided  as  they  are  by  the  dismterested  and 
pMiiotie  euniiMs  of  worthy  dtizens ;  besides  it  oug' ' 
to  be  icmembered  that  the  expenses  of  organixing 
Jiew  system,  should  not,  on  any  principle,  be  regarded 
as  a  permanent  burden  on  the  pabUc 

In  auUxoisiiig  a  loan  of  money,  Congress  have  not 
k«en  inattentiTe  to  ^nvent  a  permanent  debtj  in  th' 
MTticulu',  also,  the  public  opinion  and  interest  bai 
JMsn  eooBulted,  On  nuwitlering  the  Jaw,  as  well  as  it 
nanaer  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  be  earned  into  exi 
4VlMDi  the  commiUee  are  well  satisfied  in  finding  any 
oxoeaa  in  the  immediate  charge  upon  the  revenue,  is 
Jjjtelj  to  be  GompeDsated  by  the  bciUty  of  redemption 
vhidi  is  secured  to  the  Gevemment. 

The  alien  and  seditiiHi  acts,  so  called,  form  a  part, 
■ad,  in  the  ^pioioii  of  the  committee,  an  essential  part 
io  these  precaalionuy  sod  protective  measnrea,  adopted 
for  onr  security. 

Fnmce  appear*  to  have  an  o^aniiad  system  of  con- 
duct towards  foceigD  natione;  Io  bring  them  within 
tko  spbeie,  and  under  the  dominion  of  her  influence 
and  cxHitnL  It  has  been  nnremtttingly  jmrsaed  nnder 
•U  the  changaa  of  her  intemal  polity.  Her  means  ai« 
w  wonalerfnl  eoinddenoe  with  her  ends  ;  among  Aase, 
^mI  not  the  least  sueoasaful, is   '      ■'       ' 


ployment  of  the  active  and  irersatile  talents  of  ber  dli- 
zens  abroad  as  emissaries  and  sNe*.  With  a  nume- 
rous body  of  Fraach  dttzena  awl  other  foreigners,  and 
admonished  by  the  paeaing  scenes  in  other  oonntries, 
as  well  as  by  aspects  in  our  own,  knowing  they  had 
the  power,  and  believing  it  to  be  their  duty,  Congress 
passed  the  law  respecting  aliens,  directing  the  danger- 
ous and  suspected  to  be  Nmoved,  and  leaving  to  the 
inotfeiuive  and  peaceable  a  saft  asylum. 

The  principles  of  the  sedition  law,  so  called,  are 
among  the  most  andent  prindples  of  our  Governments. 
They  have  been  engrafted  into  statntes,  or  practised 
upon  as  maxims  of  the  commiM  law,  aooording  aa  oeea- 
aion  required.  They  were  oflea  and  justly  applied  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  Is  it  not  strange,  ^at  now 
they  should  first  be  denounced  as  oppreniTe,  when 
they  have  long  been  recognised  in  the  jurisprudence  of 
these  Btatea '. 

The  necessity  that  dictated  diese  acts,  in  the  ojnniMi 
of  the  committee,  still  eiisla. 

So  eccentric  are  tbe  movetnenls  of  the  Frencb  Qor- 
emment,  we  can  form  no  opinion  of  their  fntnre  do- 
towarde  onr  country.  They  may  recede  Erom  the 
and  insolenoe,  to  enrploy  the  arte  of 
■eduction,  before  they  eatoniA  ue  with  their  nltinate 
designs.  Onr  safety  consiste  in  the  wisdom  of  tha  p<d- 
lic  coundls  ;  a  co-operation  en  the  part  of  (be  people 
with  the  GoTemment,  by  suf^orting  the  neasores  pro- 
vided  fbr  repdling  aggressions,  and  an  obedience  to  the 
Bodal  lavrs. 

After  a  particular  and  general  review  of  the  whok 
subject  referred  to  their  conaiderstion,  the  committee 
see  no  ground  for  readnding  these  acta  of  the  Legii^- 
turn.  The  complatnts  praftrrod  by  some  of  the  peti- 
tjoneia  may  ba  fairiy  attztbuled  to  a  diveisity  of  satii- 
ment  naturally  to  be  ezfiacled  amaiig  a  peopla  of  vari- 
ous habits  and  aduoatton,  widsly  diap«iaed  over  an 
extenaire  conntiy.  Tba'  innocent  misooneoptitHia  id 
the  Amoiean  people  w'H,  however,  yield  to  r«aentioa 
and  argument,  and  from  them  no  danger  is  to  be 
appndiended. 

In  such  of  the  pettti(»iB  i 
of  vdement  and  acrimonie 

miltee  perceive  too  p  .         . 

of  that  exotic  system  Mhidi  convubes  tba  dvilnsd 
world.  With  this  qmtem.howeVMWguuMd,  the  pab- 
Uc councils  cannot  safdy  parley  or  tempwiae,  wkMhar 
it  assumes  the  guise  of  patiiotislil  to  midead  the  afiee- 
tiens  of  the  people ;  whether  it  be  be  employed  in  fiirM- 
ing  projects  of  local  and  eccentric  ambition,  or  shall 
appear  in  the  more  generous  Ibnn  of  open  boatilitf ,  it 
ought  to  be  regarded  as  die  bane  of  pnUic  as  waU  as 
private  tranqtullity  and  order. 

Those  to  whom  the  asnagem^  of  pnbtie  aflaiia  is 
BOW  confided,  cannot  be  justified  in  yielding  any  estab- 
lished principles  of  law  ot  govammeat  to  the  ean"*- 
tioos  of  modern  tbeoiy ;  their  dn^  reqniras  Ibon  to 
respset  the  leaaons  of  eiparimce,  uid  bansmit  la  pos- 
ten^  the  civil  and  rehgiotis  pnvilegaa  which  are  lbs 
birthright  of  oar  country,  and  which  jt  was  tbe  gieal 
object  of  onr  happy  ConstitHtkin  to  socwo  aod  p«T> 


with  these  seMiaianI*,  the  « 
laava  to  report  tbe  followinc  reaolnlioiM : 

Rfoktd,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  repeal  dw  ad 
paned  the  last  session,  antMed  "  An  act  eontenung 

Rttohtd,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  r«fwal  tha  act 
passed  tbe  la«t  sessisp.  entitled  "  An  not  in  additisa  t» 
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tha  act,  cBlillad  ■  Ad  act  foe  th* 
<nniet  agaiut  th*  United  SiumI' 

Baok<d,  ThU  it  i»  ineipadioit  to  rapMl  <m}  of  the 
Um  napectiiig  the  NaTf,  Hilitaiy  EsUbluhment,  or 
TtieDiM  of  the  United  State*. 


wo  agreeing  to  tlie  fint 
be  inezpediuit  to  repeal 


Tbe  qoestioQ  being  uj 
RsolatioD  declBring  it  to 
the  alien  law, 
Mi.  GALI.AT1K  rose  and  spoke  aa  foUowt : 
Mr.  Chairman  r  TUis  subject  was  to  fuUf  die- 
cussed  daring  tbe  lati  ■essioD,  that  1  would  not 
bave  addiesMd  tbe  cominiilee  on   thii  occasioD, 
did  I  not  eoteriaiD  M>me  hope  ibat  the  change  of 
ctrcuQutanceB  which  ha*  taken   place  siace  tbe 
kwi  were  enacted,  aad  above  all,  tbe  seiue  wbicb 
■o  many  of  our  fellow-citizens  have  expreseed  on 
their  piopiietjr  and  conitituiionalily.  maf  induce 
tbe  House  to  reconiider  their  deeiiion  of  la*l  v< 
Petition!,  signed  by  Q«ttr  18,000  freemen  or  I 
State  alone,  coUecled  in  a  few  counties  sod  witb- 
in  a  few  wvebi,  hare  been  laid  on  your  table,  ear- 
aestlf  reqoeMing  Congreas  to  repeal  (awn,  at  besi 
of  a  doabtftal  nwure.  and  pasud  under  an  im|wes- 
siOD  of  danger  which  don  not  now  seem  to  e   '  ' 
of  general  alarm,  which  has  nearly  subsided. 
Sixteeo  hundred  of  my  immediate  conitiii 
hare  joined  in  these  petitions,  and  their  opinion 
on  this  subject  beios  the  same  which  I  have  uni- 
formly cDtertaiued,  I  feet  it  forcibly  to  be  my  duty 
to  examine  the  reasoning  used  by  the  select  com- 
mittee who  baTe  reported  against  the  repeal  of 
the  obnoxious  laws. 

The  act  coocwning  alieiu  comes  firct  under 
consideration.  Two  laws  were  paised  during  tbe 
last  sessMW  of  Congreaa  on  that  subject,  the  one 
eoDceniing  aliens  gM«iaUy,  the  other  retpectiag 
alien  esemiei.  No  petition  has  been  i»e*enied 
aeainsi  tbe  la»t,aBd  it  would  rwnaiii  in  foree  ctmi 
if  tbe  first  ^onld,  agreeably  to  the  request  of  the 
petitionerL  be  repealed.  Tbe  petitions  apply 
solely  to  tnose  pTovisions  of  the  first  act  wnieo 
arenotineladed  in  tbelasL  The  proriHon,  there- 
fore, eomplaiiked  of,  asd  which  is  the  subject-mat- 
ter of  tbe  refoeace  to  the  eommitiee,  is  that 
which  antborizes  the  President  to  remote  out  of 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  "  all  such  aliens 
(being  natives,  citizens,  denizens,  or  subjects  of  a 
nation  which  is  not  at  war  with  the  United  Slates, 
and  which  has  net  jwrpetraied,  attempted,  or 
threatened  asy  inTaiion  or  predatory  incursion 
against  tbe  territory  of  tbe  United  States)  as  he 
shall  judge  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  safety  of 
the  United  Biates,or  shall  hive  reasonable  grounds  i 
to  nupect  are  concerned  in  any  treasonable  or 
secret    maduaatioBS   against    tne   Qovernment 

This  authorization  is  e<Misidered  by  the  peti- 
tioners as  uneonstiiutional — let,  beoiuse  such 
power  being  aetthcr  among  the  specific  powers 
granted  by  the  Constitutioa  to  the  Qeneral  Qor- 
ernmcni,  aor  aecessary  to  cariT  into  efiect  any  of 
those  specific  powets,  is,  both  by  iueoatestible  de- 
daeiion,  and  by  tbe  12th  amendment,  reserved  to 
the  iadiridual  Btates]  3d,  beeaose,  eves  sappoainff 
such  power  to  be  by  implication  comprehended 
■moag  tb«a«  giaatad  to  the  G«eral  Govanuaant,- 


^  for  the  present,  expressly  prohibited 
that  Government  by  tbe  bectioa  which  provides' 
that  the  migratioa  or  importation  of  such  persons 
as  any  of  the  Slates  sbail  think  piopei  to  admit 
'  "  'be  prohibited  by  Congress  prior  to  the 
year  180S}  and  3dly,  because  aliens  are  supposed 
to  come  under  the  geoeral  descripiion  of  persoits 
to  whom,  by  the  CoDstituiion,  tbe  right  or  a  trial 
of  all  crimes  by  jury  is  secured. 

In  answer  to  the  first  objection,  it  is  not  con- 
tended that  the.  power  of  removing  such  alietut  ie 
specifically  granted  by  the  Consiiiution.  But  it 
is  insisted,  first,  that  every  nation  has  a  power  at 
will  to  admit,  to  remove  aliens;  second,  that  thia 
power  is  neee»sary  and  proper  in  order  to  carry 
into  effect  the  specific  powers  vested  in  Congren 
to  declare  war  and  to  protect  each  State  from 

To  admit  tbe  first  position  in  its  full  extent  does 
not  dettroy  the  force  of  the  objection ;  lor  that 
objection  rests  not  on  a  supposition  that  the  power 
of  removing  alieni  does  not  exist  in  tbe  nation ; 
but  on  the  principle  that  it  is  not  one  of  those 
granted  by  tbe  nation  to  the  Qeneral  Govern- 
ment; that  it  is  one  of  those  intrusted  by  the  na- 
tion to  the  Governments  of  tbe  individual  States 
respectively.  The  second  position  is  predicated 
on  a  construction  of  the  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  an  api^ication  of  that  construction  to  the 
act,  wbicb  to  me  appear  inadmii«tble.  The  ex* 
preasioDB  used  in  that  clause  are  '-necessarv  and 
proper."  The  idea  conveyed  by  the  word  "  pro- 
per" is  implied  in  thai  of  the  word  "neoetsuy," 
for  whatever  is  necessary  must  be  proper.  The 
addition  of  the  word  "  proper"  was  tnerefore  use- 
less, unless  designed  more  precisely  to  ascertaiii 
the  Hieaning  of  the  word  "  necessary,"  tbe  better 
to  prevent  a  constiuctioa  "  that  by  necessity  noth- 
ing more  was  meant  than  propriety,"  and  to  estab- 
lish, beyond  coniradiction,  mat  whatever  might 
by  Congrexs  be  thought  proper,  was  not  on  that 
account  to  be  judged  necessary.  Hence  the 
meaning  of  the  word  "DeceBsaTy"  is  confined  in 
that  clause  to  its  strict  sense,  to  wit:  tbe  power 
of  passing  laws  without  which  some  of  the  powers 
delegated  to  Congress  could  not  be  carried  into 
effect 

In  the  present  case  it  cannot  be  said  that  a 
power  generally  to  remove  aliens,  not  belongitig 
to  a  nation  from  which  a  war  or  invasion  is  ^p- 
prehended,  is  necessary  or  even  proper  in  order  to 
protect  the  States  against  such  a  war  or  invasion. 
Alieiu  individually  insy  commit  acts  tending  to 
assist  [be  enemy,  and,  in  such  case,  it  would  be- 
Bome  necessary  to  punish  them.  Should  a  body 
of  armed  alieiu  (the  supposed  case  of  the  select 
committee)  land  with  views  evidentlv  hostile,  to 
whatever  nation  they  might  belong,  the  aet  itself 
would  be  an  invasion,  and  the  necessity  of  repel- 
ling, or  if  another  expression  is  selected,  of  re- 
moving tbem,  would  be  self-evident  and  imme- 
diately flowing  from  the  specific  power  delated 
to  Co ngrees  to  protect  the  States  against  in vasiona 
Bat  it  is  preposterous  to  say  that  the  necessity 
of  a  general  removal  of  alien  friendi  flows  fram 
the  apprabeasMD  of  an  invasioo.    The  law  eon- 
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ceroint;  alieos,  hDwever,  does  not  designate  the 
acts  which  shall  establish  the  necessity  of  their 
Temoral  iodifiduBlly.  Although  they  may  out 
have  been  coaceniea  in  any  machioatioos  against 
QovemmeDt;  although  the  machinations  in  which 
they  may  have  been  concerned  shall  not  have 
tended  to  promote  or  assist  an  invasion;  aod  al- 
though their  machinations  might  be  sufficiently 
prevented  and  punished  in  the  common  course  of 
Uwj  although,  therefore,  their  removal  may  not 
'  essaiy  to  protect  the  State«  against  an  in- 

;  yet,  by  tne  present  law,  they  are  liable  to 
Qoved,  if  they  shall  be  suspected  of  being 
n  those  machinations.  Tbeir  having 
actually  and  individually  committed  certain  acts 
is  requisite  to  constitute  that  necessity  which 
alone  can  justify  the  exercise  of  the  power  dele- 
f^ted  by  this  law.  And  yet  that  removal,  which, 
in  order  to  be  Constitutional,  should  rest  on  its 
necessity,  depends,  by  the  provision;  of  this  law, 
on  the  bare  suspicion  of  a  necessity.  But  necessity 
implies  proof,  and  cannot  rest  on  suspicion.  The 
law  cannot  be  supported  by  the  Constitution  un- 
less that  instrument  had  declared  that  Congress 
shall  have  power  to  pass  laws  which  they  may 
suspect  to  be  proper  or  necessary  in  order  to  carry 
into  effect  ceriam  specific  powers  delegated  to 

But  the  law  does  not  even  confine  its  operation 
to  cases  when  a  war  or  invasion  should  be  appre- 
hended. Supposing  the  alarms  on  that  suDject 
to  be  completely  at  an  end,  stilt  the  power  re- 
mains with  the  President  to  remove  aliens  sus- 
pected by  him  to  be  concerned  in  secret  machina- 
tions a^  in  si  Qovemment.  The  power  del ^ate^ 
by  this  law  is  not  applicable  exclusively  to  ca 
where  it  may  be  thought  necessary  in  order 
carry  into  effect  the  power  to  protect  States  against 
an  invasion.  It  is  to  apply  generally  and  under 
color  of  its  necessity  for  executing  certain  specific 
powers,  it  may  be  exercised  in  a  case  where  that 
specific  power,  on  which  alone  it  rests,  has  itself, 
nothing  on  which  to  operate.  Although  it  may 
happen  that  there  shall  be  no  necessity  to  protect 
States  against  invasion,  it  will  even  then,  accord- 
ing to  this  constructive  doctrine,  still  be  lawful  to 
do  an  act  which  cannot  be  Coostiluliooal,  except 
on  account  of  its  being  necessary  to  protect  States 
against  invasion. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  support  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  law,  the  select  committee  must  sup- 
C,  in  the  first  place,  that  Congress  may  pass 
,  without  a  certainty  of  their  being  necessary 
for  carrying  into  execution  some  of  the  specific 
powers  granted  to  them;  that  is  to  say.  that  Con- 
gress have  a  right  to  pass  laws  which  may  he  un- 
necessary for  that  purpose.  In  the  next  place, 
that  if  a  certain  law  is  necessary  only  for  execu- 
ting a  Constitutional  measure  of  a  temporary  na- 
ture, that  law  may  constitutionally  be  executed, 
although  the  temporary  measure  itself  should  not 
be  executed  at  all;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  inciden- 
tal power  may  be  exercised  for  a  purnose  differ- 
ent than  that  of  executing  the  original  power  on 
which  it  rests. 
The  application  of  that  constraetife  doctrine 


to  the  sedition  and  alien  laws  justifies  a  concli- 
sion  that,  if  adopted,  it  will  substitute  in  Ibat 
clause  of  the  Constitution  a  supposed  usefolnea 
or  propriety  to  the  necessity  expressed  and  cod- 
lemplaled  by  the  instrument  and  will,  in  facL 
destroy  every  iimitaiion  of  the    powers  of  Coi^ 

Sres9.  It  will  follow  that  instead  of  being  bouad 
y  any  positive  rule  laid  down  by  their  chaiirt, 
the  discretion  of  Congress,  a  discretion  to  be 
governed  by  suspicions,  alarms,  popular  clamor, 

iirivate  ambition,  and  by  the  views  of  flucioating 
iiclions,  will  justify  any  measure  they  may  pleate 
to  adopt;  that,  iastead  of  being  bound  by  a  Coo- 
siitution,  they  may  claim  the  omnipoteace  of  t 
British  Parliament;  that  all  the  reserved  powers 
of  the  people  or  of  the  States  will  be  swallowed 
up  at  their  pleasure  by  that  undefined  discreiioo; 
in  a  word,  that  the  Constitution  itself,  so  far  as 
respects  a  limitation  of  powers,  is  by  that  doctrine 
completely  annihilated.  Even.the  positive  checks, 
which,  in  a  few  instances,  prohibit  the  exercise  d 
certain  powers,  will  not  prove  a  snfficiMit  gnard 
against  an  inordinate  appetite  to  legislate  on  some 
favorite  subject. 

Thus,  in  the  case  of  the  sedition  law,  the  pro- 
hibitory clause,  respecting  an  abridgment  of  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  Is  attempted  to  be  construed 
away  by  star-chamber  definitions,  by  exotic  doc- 
trines, which,  if  suflertrd  to  flouTL''h,  will  over- , 
shadow  and  stnother  every  plant  of  American 
growth ;  doctrines  incompatible  with  the  princt- 
pleg  of  a  Government  elective  in  all  its  Bxecniive  . 
and  Legislative  branches;  of  a  Oovemment  which  ' 
the  people,  the  sole  fountain  of  power,  cannot 
properly  carry  into  execution,  if  the  sources  of  in- 
formation are  shut  up  from  them ;  if  a  free  and 
full  discussion  of  every  public  measure  is  at  the 
will  of  those  who  enjoy  only  a  detected  authorin, 
checked  and  embarrassed  by  prosecntions  for  u- 
bels,  grounded  solely  on  the  British  system  of  fae- 
reditary  prerogative. 

And  thus,  in  tbe  case  of  the  alien  law,  it  is  said 
that  the  temporary  prohibition  enjoined  on  Con- 

Eess,  to  forbid  tbe  importation  of  persons,  must 
understoad  as  applying  only  to  skves ;  and 
that  a  power  to  remove  emigrants  may  be  consii- 
tutionaily  exercised,  though  that  of  prohibiting 
their  migration  should  be  unconstitutional. 

Tbe  evidence  of  members  of  the  Convention 
whicbframed  the  Constitution,  has  sometimes  been 
offered  to  prove  that  that  body  by  pr.rtoiu,  meant 
<e».  But  the  evidence  of  those  members  can- 
prove  anything  beyond  their  own  individoal 
intention,  or,  at  most,  their  belief  of  \riiat  might 
have  been  the  intention  of  some  other  naembers. 
Nor  is,  on  any  possible  supposition,  the  intention 
of  the  Convention  itself  of  any  importance  to  de- 
cide the  true  meaning  of  tbe  Coustittilion.  For 
they  were  not  the  legislators  who  passed  and  rati- 
fied the  act,  but  only  tbe  framers  who  drew  the 
instrument  and  offered  it  for  cansi deration.  As 
well  might  the  Judgea  of  the  Supreme  Court  be 
induced  in  their  decision  on  a  point  of  law,  to 
abandon  the  clear  construction  pointed  out  by  the 
precise  meaning  of  the  words  of  the  statute,  on 
aecoQDt  of  the  aupposed  opinioa  of  aome  <me  at 
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ihe  members  of  the  committee  of  this  Hoiue  tbst 
bad  diaashted  the  law,  as  we  be  ^ded  by  yh&t 
wu,  at  iGe  time,  the  meamng  of  some  of  the  gta- 
tlemea  wbo  drew  the  CoastRucion.  After  a  tip!« 
of  ten  years,  it  is  preposterous  to  receive  parole 
erideoce  agaiust  a  sacred  record.  Are  the  people 
of  America  to  be  told,  after  a  lapse  of  ten  years, 
ihitthe  delegation  of  powers,  which  they  sane- 
ijaned  onder  the  impressioo  of  what  od  its  face 
appealed  to  be  its  meiDJiig,  is  to  receive  a  contra- 
ly  coDstnictioQ,  bottomed  od  private  meaoing,  od 
[he  uaknowD  opioion  of  the  members  of  a  body 
whose  debberat ions  were  secret  7  And  if,  even 
throujgh  mislake,  those  individaals  adopted  ex- 
prasitms  which  conveyed  a  different  meaning 
irom  what  thev  intended,  is  that  suppoaed  inten- 
liDD  to  prevail  over  the  explicit  sense  of  (hose 
apressions? 

Bat  we  are  told  by  the  select  committee,  that 
'  there  could  not  have  been  the  least  reason  "  for 
tDofiiuDg  the  reotrieiion  to  the  then  ezistiag 
Baia,  and  to  a  ^riod  of  twenty  years,  had  the 
reliction  ''been  mtended"  to  apply  to  all  emi- 
(rasts  in  general.  Here,  again,  a  supposed  in- 
icDtion  is  brought  as  an  arg-ament  against  the  sen- 
w*l  acceptation  of  the  word  "persons."  The 
qoesiion  is  not,  whether  we  are  at  a  loss  to  find 
toe  reasons  which  dictated  a  modification  of  the 
nstiictioo.  Yet,  if  we  were  to  recur  to  supposi- 
fioDs,  we  might  as  well  suppose  thai  the  then  ex- 
iiiiiig  States,  which  alone  formed  the  Constiiu- 
tioD,  felt  ialereated  only  for  themselves,  and  not 
for  future  noD.existiog  States ;  and  that  those 
Slates,  who  were  interested  in  pramoting  the  mi- 
gratioa  of  free  person*,  ^ere  laliafied  with  the 
tame  regulation  which  satisfied  those  Stale*  who 
me  apprehensive  of  an  interference  in  the  im- 
portaiioa  of  slaves.  Bnt  the  oidy  question  ia, 
whether  modification  ia  contradictory  with  the 
(Mnmonaceeptationof  the  word  "petaima,"  which, 
il  will  not  be  denied,  in  its  natural  sease,  will  ap- 
plf  (0  free  as  well  as  to  the  other  description  of 
individiialg  1  Whether  there  is  anything  absurd 
K  repugnant  to  common  sense,  in  aaying  that 
Congress  ihall  not,  for  twenty  years,  prohibit  the 
mimtion  of  free  persona  in  the  ezistmg  States  1 
If  there  be  nothing  inconaisient  in  that  provision, 
Ihe  modification  of  the  restriction  cannot  modify 
ud  ilier  Ihe  meaning  of  the  word  "  persons." 

Was  there  any  possibility  of  donbt  on  the  sense 
Bf  that  word,  it  might  be  explained  by  other  parts 
m  the  CoDslitutioD  and  by  other  expression*  in 
the  clause  itself. 

The  2d  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Consti- 
taiim,  speaking  of  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the 
lespectiie  numbers  of  the  several  Stales,  declares 
that  they  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  "  the 
whole  naabei:  or  free  persons"  (incluoiDg  those 
boand  lo  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  exclnd- 
iDg  Indians  not  taxed)  "  ibree-fiflh*  of  all  other 
I*"on«."  A  sentence  in  which  the  word  peraona 
u  expressly  applied  first  to  freemen,  and  secondly 
to  slaves. 

The  prohibitory  clause  itself  declares  that  the 
niijiretioa  or  imp«>rtation  of  such  person*  a*  any 
« the  State*.  Ak,  Aaii  not  be  prohibited.    Tbo 


word  ''  migration."  as  contradistinguished  from 
"  importaiioa."  clearly  implies  the  free  will  of  the 
person,  and  applies  exclusively  to  free  persons. 

The  select  committee  have  also  informed  us  that 
the  power  to  send  off  emigrants^  who  abuse  the 
jgdulgeDce  granted  them  to  remain,  is  a  very  dif- 
ferent thing  from  the  power  of  preventiag  «nigTa- 
tioo;  meaoia^,  I  sappose,  that  although  Congresi 
might  he  forbidden  by  the  Coastiiution  (o  prohibit 
miction,  they  may  constitutionally  send  off  sach 
eroigranis.  Was  tne  power  claimed  by  this  law, 
that  of  punishing  by  traosportatioa  aliens  con- 
victed of  cerUlin  offences,  defined  by  the  law, 
although  the  Constitutional  necessiiv  of  the  mode 
of  punishment  would  still  remain  to  be  proven,  yet 
the  argument  of  the  committee  would  deserve 
some  consideration.  But  it  is  denied  that  there  is 
the  least  difference  betweenapovrer  of  prohibiting 
emigration  and  that  of  sending  off  any  -alien  at 
the  will  of  the  President,  merely  because  be  is  sus- 
pected by  that  Magistrate.  The  transportation  of 
the  emigrant  does  not  rest  on  any  act  committed 
by  him,  but  on  the  degree  of  suspicion  entertained 
by  the  President.  The  removal  therefore,  con- 
templated by  the  law,  ia  not  the  special  removal 
of  certain  emigrants,  bnt  a^neral  power  to  remove 
alllbe  emigrants,  on  suspicion,  if  the  President  shall 
please.  I  must  confess  that,  to  my  ■inderstanding', 
that  power  to  remove  all  emigrants  would,  if  ex- 
ercised, (and  the  law  authorizes  its  general  exer- 
cise,) amount  precisely  to  the  tame  thing  with  t 
gena^  jnohibition  of  emigration. 

So  far  is  it  true  that  the  clause  of  the  Coniiita- 
tion  admits  of  a  construction  which  would  defeat 
itsobject}that,at  the  end  of  it,  we  find  a  provision 
permitting  Congreas  to  lay  a  duty  of  ten  dollar^ 
not  onmigration.  but  on  the  importation  of  petaons. 
Had  it  not  been  for  that  provision.  Congress  could 
not  even  have  checked  that  imporMiion  by  any 
duty.  A*  the  clause  now  stands,  they  cannot 
check  the  migration  by  any  duty  whatever,  aoi 
the  importation  by  a  duty  higher  than  ten  dollan. 
And  yet  it  is  contended,  that  notwithstanding  so 
much  caution,  Congress  may,  by  a  general  powei 
of  seitding  off  eminants,  evade  the  restriction  laid 
upon  them,  and  diogetber  pteteat  the  effect  trf 

Finally,  if  there  be  any  difference  between  the 
power  ofprohibitiog  migrationand  that  of  sending 
off  emigrants,  it  consists  in  this,  that  it  might  have 
been  apprehended  that,  under  color  of  the  general 
power  over  commerce  given  to  Congress,  they 
might,  by  duties  or  other  commercial  regnlatiou^ 
hare  prerented  or  checked  migration  ;  but  that 
there  does  not  exist  any  power  granted  to  the  Gen- 
onJ  Oovernmeut  by  the  Constitution  which  can 
rationally  serve  a*  a  pretence  to  claim  an  author- 
ity to  remove  emigrants  generally.  And  the  only 
deduction  to  be  thence  inferred  is,  that  the  clause 
now  under  consideration,  although  it  might  h« 
properfoT  preventing  the  exercise  of  the  first  power, 
was  unnecessary  for  the  last  purpose — a  conclu- 
sion to  which  1  agree  in  its  full  extent,  and  which 
it  seema  to  me  I  have  already  fully  established  ia 
the  first  part  of  roy  argument*. 

The  select  committee  (driven  thereto,  perhaps^ 
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by  iheweakaess  of  the  gnround  tbey  were  compelled 
lotlefeod)  have  recurred  to  a  last  argument,  the 
most  eitraordinary,  perhaps,  of  any  they  have  ad- 
TBDced.  Haviag  said^  ia  Lhe  former  part  of  their 
report,  that  every  oalioo  had  a  right  to  send  off 
■lieos  at  will,  they  afterwardi  assert  that,  "  as  the 
CoDttiiutioD  ha«  ^iven  to  the  Stales  no  power  to 
remove  alieos,"  it  is  necessary  to  eoaclude  that  the 
power  devolves  to  the  Qeueral  OoTcrament. 

It  ia,  1  believe,  the  first  time  it  has  heat  sug- 
gested that  the  powers  ai  the  individual  States 
were  derived  from  the  Constitutioa  of  the  United 
States.  That  ConBtitution  has  heretofore  been 
eoniidered  as  a  delegation  of  powers  to  the  Ckn- 
enl  QorernmeDl,  and  not  to  the  several  Stales. 
But  the  assertion  of  the  committee  may  be  shortly 
answered  by  reading  the  twelfth  smendmeBt  to 
the  GonstiiutioD,  viz :  "  The  powers  not  ddegaled 
to  the  United  States  by  the  CoDstitDtioo.norpro- 
hibiUdhyn  to  lhe  Slates, are resemed to  theSutes, 
respectively,  or  to  lhe  people."  In  order  to  prove 
that  the  powers  are  not  reserved  to  the  8ute«,  it 
is  neeeiBary  to  prove  that  they  are  delegated  to 
Congress;  and  the  cotamitiee,  with  tbal  hind  of 

ori  ,  ,        .    ... 

gresB,  assume  the  position  that  they  do  not  belong 
to  the  Slates.  The  Constitution  declares  that  the 
powers  not  prohibited  to  the  States  are  reserved  to 
ihem,  and  the  eommiiiee  asserts  that  the  powers 
not  given  to  the  Slates,  are  not  reserved  to  them. 
Il  would  seem,  as  the  comrailtee  bad  been  desirous 
of  justifying,  by  their  own  argamenL  what  1  have 
sdTanced^  that  the  doctrine  necessary  to  support 
the  constitutionality  of  this  lew  would  iafallibly 
xwallowupall  the  powers  of  the  several  States. 

That  the  States  had  a  right  to  legislate  on  this 
•abject  never  was  denied.  It  i*  a  fact,  that  soaie 
of  them  have  legislated  upcm  it.  Virginia  has 
pasMd  an  alien  law,  which  has  been  quoted  by  the 
•apporters  of  the  law  of  CongresB.  It  wasstrange 
enoughj  that  on  a  Constitutional  question,  whether 
the  United  States  or  the  several  States  had  a  right 
to  pass  sncb  laws,  the  advocates  for  the  right  of 
Congress  should  quote  a  law  of  one  of  the  States, 
which  proved  the  very  reverse  of  their  doctrine. 
But  iheir  object  was  to  puzzle  and  confound,  and 
not  to  enlighten  the  nnderalanding;  and  if  tbey 
meant  to  rescue  the  law  of  Congress  from  the 
oharga  of  improfffiety  and  injustice,  by  the  ind 
of  that  of  Virginia,  they  have  been  guilty  of  a  „ 
misrepresentation :  for  the  act  of  that  Slate,  so  far 
from  being  similar  id  that  complained  of,  is  not  a 
law  concerning  alien  friends,  but  a  law  respecting 
alien  enemies,  perfectly  similar  to  that  of  Congress, 
of  which  no  one  complains,  and  which  passed 
without  opposition. 

To  the  argument  against  the  law.  drawn  from 
that  part  ol  the  Constitution  which  secures  the 
trial  of  all  crimes  by  jury,  the  most  satis&ctory 
aiuwer  given  by  the  committee  is,  that  aliens  not 
bciiig  parties  to  the  Constitution,  have  no  rights 
uider  It.  Without  entering  into  an  examination 
of  the  Constitutional  question  arising  on  that 
aint,  I  will  only  remark,  tbat  the  construction  is 
~~^i  and  that,  to  tiusport emigranls,  "nwtely 


a/ 


from  morivesof  policy  ."and  "without  their  having 
coimnitled  any  ofleuce,"  is  often  unjuBt — always 
Oppressive  and  cruel.  The  manner  in  which  aliens 
have  been  invited  to  (bis  country,  and  the  peculiar 
situation  in  which  they  stand,  justify  (he  asset' 

The'  Constitution  gives  to  Conorest  no  power 
over  aliens,  except  that  of  naturuixatioa.  The 
power,  therefore,  remains  with  the  States  to  give 
lo  aliens  the  rights  of  denizens.  That  power  ha* 
not  been  exercised  by  that  name;  but  it  has,  IB 
fact,  been  carried  into  effect.  Not  only  in  some 
Slates  have  aliens  been  enaUed  topurcbnse,io  hdd 
lo  iDherit,and  to  leave  by  will,  teal  estates — a  righi 
which  principally  constitutes  a  denizen— bat  muT 
have  actually  been  admitted  in  some  States,  eatlkct 
by  special  actb  of  the  Legislature,  or  in  conionnily 
to  former  general  laws,  to  all  the  rights  of  citixmi 
of  those  States,  so  far  as  it  was  in  the  power  of  indi- 
vidual States  to  do  it;  thatislo  say,  that  they  have 
received  every  right,  but  such  as  arise  from  Batnial- 
ization — every  right  of  denimis.  Oo  the  othet 
band,  the  taws  of  ihe  Union  have  invited  emign- 
tion.  by  holdine  out  the  prospect  of  being  naiural- 
ized  at  the  end  of  a  period  which,  till  nearly  the 
time  when  tbe  alien  law  passed,  never  exc^ded 
five  years.  Under  these  laws,  emigiuits  have,  b^ 
a  formal  declaradoo  before  our  courts,  gireo  evi- 
dence of  tbeir  intention  of  becoming  citizens  and 
of  renouncing  their  former  allegiance — a  deciata- 
tion  almost  untamDUnC  to  an  actual  reDunciation. 
They  have  abandoned  their  native  countries  for- 
ever; many  of  them  have  acquired  lands,  and  mar- 
ried in  America,  most  of  them  have  here  the  whoie 
of  tbeir  property,  or  their  only  means  of  snbaistQiee. 
Under  all  these  circumstances,  il  may  be  doubtfol 
whether  a  great  proportion  of  these  aliens  are  not 
entitled  to  tbe  rights  of  denizens ;  and  if  they  are 
not  so,  by  a  strict  construction  of  positive  laws,  il 
least.  It  can  hardly  be  denied  that  the  rfforisioot 
of  the  law  violate,  in  this  respect,  the  oictates  of 
humanity  and  justice. 

The  policy  of  this  measure  seems  lobe  defended 
by  the  select  committee  on  the  same  ground  which 
is  to  be  a  pretence  and  ■  justification  for  every  act 
of  domestic  oppression,  for  every  encroachment  of 
power,  for  every  new  tax,  for  every  estravagaDl 
loan,  for  everyprodigal  act  of  expenditure,  for  every 
increase  of  the  Navy,  for  every  standing  araf 
which  may  be  raised  under  the  various  names  « 
penaaaeni  army,  additional  army,  provisional 
army,  eventual  army,  or  ueU-o^cted  volunteers. 
The  alien  and  sedition  acts  form,  in  the  opinion  of 
(he  committee,  an  essentialpart  of  our  general  sy»> 
tem  of  defence  against  France.  I  do  not  mean  to 
follow  them,  whilst  tbey  use,  instead  of  argnmeun, 
the  mere  cant  of  the  day.  They  cannot  be  seriooi 
when  they  tell  ns  of  the  employment  uf  the  active 
talents  ofa  numeious  bodv  of  French  citizens  beta 
as  emissaries  and  spies.  Andif  they  are,  does  that 
eommittee  mean  to  impose  upon  this  House,  as  opm  < 
the  people  of  some  patu  of  the  Union  ?  Do  we 
not  know  ihat,tfihere  beany  danger  from  France, 
the  act  respecting  alien  enemies  b  applicable  to 
her  citizens,  and  that  the  law  now  com^aiUed  fi 
respects  tlien  fheods,  and  was  originally  intended 
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10  ^rate,  not  afaiiut  tubjects  of  Pnnce,  but 
utiait/rwAeaiigTaDtiaDdolheriabjeclsof  Great 
ftiuint  Do  we  notkoow  that,  notwiihsUnding 
dl  ihe  clamor  of  Ust  Sammer,  and  noiwiibfland- 
iDg  the  twJlaws  pvEsedon  that  subject,  oolasia- 
gle  French  ciiizen  has  been  remored? 

Still  less  can  I  suppose  that  ihe  committee  were 
ID  nnieit  when  the?  pretended  to  believe  that 
the  United  Slates  o^ed  as  easy  and  allnring  a 
eoaqueit  to  Fnace  ai  Egf  pt.  They  seem  to  hare 
forgotien  that  Egypt  was  gio^erned  and  defended 
br  Mimefokes  aodiohabited  by  slaves;  that  the 
Uaiied  Stales  are  tu  ytl  inhabited  and  defended 

Stbe  people  themselves.  Bnt  if  the  committee 
Slight  that  the  fear  of  an  invasion  did  justify 
those  laws,  when  passed,  will  they  pretend  to  say 
ilut  (he  danger,  even  in  iheir  opinion,  now  exists, 
ud  that  the  aame  necessity  now  justifies  the  con- 
linnance  of  the  law*  1 

It  is  QDt  only  against  invasion  that  those  taws 
are  said  to  be  necessary.  We  are  told  ofa  system 
which  convulses  the  civilized  world,  and  has 
ihaten  the  fabric  of  society  i  of  an  unprecedented 
combination  to  establisli  new  principles  of  social 
sclioD,  on  the  subversion  of  religion,  morality, 
liir.  and  Qovernment.  If  these  are  itie  dangers 
which  threatet) . us,  and  if  Cungress  think  them- 
lelvn  vested  with  all  the  powers  which  they  may 
ibink  expedient  to  repel  them,  I  wish  to  know  to 
wtist  extent  they  may  not  legislate,  and  by  what 
possible  limitation  they  can  be  restrained,  in  their 
anumptton  of  powers?  There  is  not  an  indirid- 
uil  on  this  floor,  there  is  not  a  man  of  common 
nndetsIandiDg  and  eommon  information  in  the 
latioD,  who,  unless  he  is  under  the  influence  ofthe 
illusions  of  the  new  anti-republican  fanaticism,  or 
Minded  by  party  spirit,  does  not  know  that  these 
pietctided  dangers  are,  in  America,  the  visionary 

fc^atai  of  a  disordered  imagination.  And  I 
taken  notice  of  those  sentiments  merely  to 
give  an  additional  proof,  that  under  pretence  of 
prereniing  imaginary  evils,  an  attempt  is  made  to 
utablith  the  omnipotence  of  Congress,  and  sub- 
ilaaiial  despotism,  on  the  ruins  ofour  Constitution. 

li  that  a  measure  of  security  and  general  de- 
finecwhtehputsanumerons  body  of  aliens — aliens 
who  are  represented  as  so  desperate  and  dan^ er- 
oos— nnder  the  absolute  control  of  one  roan,  which, 
by  holding  the  rod  of  terror  over  their  beads,  ana 
leaving  tl^ir  fate  at  hi*  sole  disposal,  renders  ihem 
complete  slaves  of  the  President,  and  makes  them 
proper  instmments  for  the  execution  of  every  pro- 
ject which  ambition  may  suggest,  which  faction 
Duy  dictate  t  Is  that  a  Qovernment  of  laws  which 
leaves  us  no  security  but  in  the  confidence  we 
bave  in  the  moderation  and  palrioiism  of  one  nun? 
And  do  the  abettors  of  these  laws  forget  that  even 
that  ii  precarious,  and  that  the  uiklimited  power 
which  thev  think  safely  lodged  in  one  individual 
may  in  ■  Jay  be  vested  in  aaolber  man  in  whom 
they  do  not  place  the  same  confidence  7 

Is  that  a  measure  of  general  defence  which  has 
diminished  coaBdmee  in  the  Government  and  pro- 
dnced  dimnion  amoog  the  the  States  and  among 
thepeopltf 


Yet  I  am  happy  to  find  that  evea  this  law  l»s 
produced  such  general  dissatisfaction.  I  was  the 
the  more  alarmed  on  account  of  this  law,  because, 
attacking  only  alieni,  for  whom  do  immediate 
concern  could  be  felt^  it  mighl  the  more  easily 
become  the  vehicle  to  introduce  doctrines  and  in- 
novations which  would  hereafter  serve  as  a  prece- 
dent to  attack  the  liliertie*  of  the  eitixtos  tbeot- 
selveb.  A  pretence  ofgenemldefenee  may  jtistify 
oppressive  measures  against  citizens  at  well  u 
ajcainst  aliens.  Although  some  nice  distinctioitB 
may  now  be  Bade  in  order  to  discriminate  one  ebua 
from  the  other,  yet  it  mast  be  remembered  that  tha 
only  security  of  citizens  against  unconitilutional 
measures  oonMSIs  in  a  strict  adhennee  to  the  Con- 
stitution; that  their  liberlie*  are  only  ^tected  by 
aparchmeni— by  words — and  that  they  may  be  di" 
stroyed  whenever  it  shall  be  admitted  tnat  the  atriet 
and  comraoo  senw  of  words  may  be  constmed 
away  under  the  plea  of  some  supposed  necasaity; 
whenever  the  Constitution  shall  be  undeniood  ud 
exercised  as  an  instraracat  unlimited  wbne  it 
grants  power,  and  nugatory  where  it  limila  power. 

We  may  feel  alarmed  wben  wc  see  a  ooromiltee 
of  this  House  asserting  that  the  powers  not  given 
to  the  Stales  (and  it  may  be  added,  by  the  msm 
rale  of  eonsiruetion^  the  powers  not  given  to  th* 
people  by  the  Conatitaiion)  belcng  to  the  Geaenl 
QoveTBinent.  We  may  feci  alarmed  when  thu 
committee  insist  that,  although  it  is  true  that  tha 
trial  of  all  crtmea  must  be  by  jury,  yet,  to  inflict 
a  punishment  when  oo  ofience— no  erimc — haa 
be^  committed,  is  not  a  violation  of  the  Coasti- 
tution ;  when  the  only  distinction  they  apply  to 
citizens  coMJstB  in  tha  difference  of  punishment, 
but  not  in  a  difference  of  the  principle.  We  may 
feel  alarmed  when  we  find  that  Congren  have 
already  acted  on  those  principles  towards  citizens| 
thu  tney  bave  already  passed  another  law — the 
sedition  law — gronnded  am  the  some  ptinciples, 
on  the  some  doetrine,or  rather  on  the  sams  ani^ 
donment  of  the  explicit  and  evident  sense  of  the 
Constitution,  whion  alone  coold  justify  Ihe  alin 
law.  I  hope— 1  trust— that  the  spirit  which  die- 
tated  both  laws  has  subsided,  even  within  these 
walls,  and  that  the  itame  Congress  who,  under  the 
impressions  of  a  momentary  alarm,  which  preveM- 
ed  a  coot  investigation,  hastily  adopted  those  two 
measures,  will  hare  courage  enough  to  revise  their 
own  conduct,  to  acknowledge  their  own  ertora, 
and,  by  a  repeal  of  the  obiioxtous  acts,  restore  gen- 
eral confidence,  union,  and  harmony,  amoagit  tiM 
Stales  and  the  people. 

When  Mr.  Qallatdi  had  conduded,  the  qneo- 
lion  was  taken  and  carried — yeas  S2.  nays  48. 

The  2d  resolution  being  next  in  order,  viz : 

AcsoAmiJ,  That  it  h  tnaxpedisnl  to  repeal  the  att 
passed  the  last  session,  entitled  <■  An  act  in  additimi 
to  the  act,  entitM  An  act  far  the  pnotshment  of 
cwtain  erioiea  s^nat  ths  United  StoMa." 

Mr.  N10ROI.AB  rose  and  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman — I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to 
riae  at  this  lai«  hour  of  the  day,  indisposed  also 
as  I  find  mjrself,  to  speak  on  this  important  qne^ 
tion ;  but,  since  gent lamen  are  determined  now  ttt- 
decide  upon  it,  fmust  be  indulged  in  making  aome 
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is  upon  it,  preTious  to  the  question  be- 


obiervatic 
ins  uikeD. 

The  select  committee  had  Ter;  truly  stated, 
that  odIjf  ihe  second  and  third  sections  of  the  act, ' 
in  addition  to  the  act  Tor  th?  punishment  of  cer-  '. 
lain  crimes  aeainst  the  United  States,  are  com- 
plained of — lEaC  [he  pari  of  the  law  whicb  pun- 
lAet  seditious  acts  is  acquiesced  in,  and  that  the 
])art  that  poea  to  restrain  what  are  called  sedi- 
tious writings,  is  alone  the  abject  of  ibe  peii- 
lioBs. 

This  part  of  the  law  is  complained  of  *s  being 
'  aowarranted  by  the  CoDstitution,  and  destructire 
of  the  first  priDciples  of  Republican  Qovernmenl. 
It  is  always  justifiable,  in  examiaing  the  princi- 
ple of  a  law,  to  inquire  what  other  laws  can  be 
passed  with  equal  reason,  and  lo  impute  to  it  all 
the  mischiefs  for  which  it  may  be  used  as  a  pre- 
cedent. In  this  case,  little  inquiry  is  lef>  for  us 
to  make,  the  ar^ments  in  fsTor  of  the  law.car- 
rying  us  immediately,  and  by  ineritable  conse- 
quence, to  absolute  power  orer  the  press,  Tbe 
CBie  chosen  for  our  first  l^islation,  that  of  "  false, 
scandalous,  and  malicious  writings."  is  specious, 
and  as  likely  as  any  can  be  to  establish  an  inter- 
est in  its  favor ;  bat  when  it  is  fairly  examined,  it 
will  be  found  to  operate  on  cases,  which  could 
not,  at  first  view,  be  expected  to  come  under  it ;  to 
be  the  insirument  of  most  unjust  oppression, 
and  to  restraiu  that  free  communication  of  hon~ 
est  opinion  which  is  tbe  soul  of  the  Qovernment. 
But  when  you  come  to  ioquire  further,  and  learn, 
from  the  advocates  of  tbe  law,  the  authority 
which  they  claim  for  pasting  it,  yon  will  find  (hat 
tbe  power  claimed  does  not  stop  even  with  thjb 
law,  mischievous  as  it  may  be,  but  that  it  extends 
to  absolute  and  unlimited  control. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  the  Constitution  has 
giren  any  eiprem  authority  which  ihey  claim  for 
pasting;  tliis  law,  and  it  is  chimed  only  as  im- 
plied ID  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
says  "  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  all 
"laws  which  shall  be  neceiKcry  and  proper  toi 
"carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers, 
"and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  Constitution 
"  in  the  Government  of  tbe  United  States,  or  in 
"  any  department  or  office  thereof."  It  is,  there- 
fore, necessary  to  fix  a  just  coostruction  of  this 

That  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government 
were  intended  to  he  limited,  is  universally  admit- 
ted, iu  tbe  abstract ;  is  proved  by  every  clatise  of 
tbe  Constitution,  and  is  positively  declared  by  the 
IStb  amedment  in  these  words:  "the  powers  not 
"  delegated  to  the  United  Slates  by  the  Constitu- 
''  tion,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  re- 
"  served  lo  the  States  respectively, 
"pie." 

The  just  construction  of  the  Constitution,  if 
the  clause  respecting  necessary  and  proper  powers 
bad  been  omitted,  would  have  been  the  same  that 
it  ought  to  be  with  the  addition  ;  for  there  can  be 
DO  doubt,  that  a  grant  of  specified  powers  would 
bare  contained  a  grant  of  such  power  as  is  neces- 
sary to  carry  the  specified  power  into  effect,  and 
iberefore  tbe  declaration  ought  to  make  no  differ- 


ence, according  (o  a  well  known  maxim.  This 
was  (he  understanding  of  all  tbe  friends  of  iht 
Constitution  at  its  adoption,  and  the  CoDsiinniu 
ought  now  to  be  construed  as  if  tbe  clause  had 
been  omitted.  But  it  is  proper  to  examine  iht 
meaning  of  it,  as  eIp[esM^d. 

It  is  clear,  thnt  this  clause  was  intended  to  be 
merely  an  auxiliary  to  the  powers  specially  enu- 
merated in  the  Constitution;  and  it  must,  there- 
fore, be  so  construed  as  <o  aid  them,  and  it  ik 
same  time  to  leave  the  boundaries  between  lit 
General  Government  and  tbe  State  Qovernamu 
untouched.  Tbe  argument  by  which  Ihe  seltct 
committee  have  endeavored  to  establish  the  »■ 
thority  of  Congress  over  the  press,  is  the  follow- 
ing: "Congress  have  power  to  punish  seditious 
combinations  to  resist  the  laws,  and  therefore  Ci»- 

Sress  must  have  the  power  to  punish  false,  scu- 
alous  and  malicious  writings ;  because  itd 
writings  render  the  Administration  odious  sod 
contemptible  among  the  people,  and,  b^  doing  io. 
have   a   tendency   to  prtMuce  opposition  la  [bt 

It  is  expressly  admitted  by  the  committee,  (hit 
the  power  to  punish  seditious  combinations  ton- 
sist  tbe  laws,  is  only  derived,  by  consiructioo, 
from  the  clause  givmg  all  necessary  and  prqKt 
powers  before  recited  ;  and  that  there  is  no  eiprets 
power  in  the  Constitution  to  that  efiect  Tbt" 
IS  no  dispute  about  this  construction  being  jufl; 
but  I  contend  that  the  inference  from  this  implif^ 
power  cannot  be  supported,  viz  :  That  Canpess 
have  a  power  lo  punish  seditious  writings." 

The  Constiintion  saj^s:  "Congress  stall  tare 
power  over  all  acts  which  hinder  the  eiecutioo, 
&,c.  i  but,  to  inake  it  support  the  construclioa  ol 
Ihe  committee,  it  should  say  that,  "Consressstiill 
have  power  over  all  acts  which  are  likely  to  pro- 
duce acts  which  hinder  (he  execulion,"  &e,  Oni 
construction  confines  the  power  of  Congress  to 
such  acts  as  immediately  interfere  with  (he  ei^ 
cuiionof  tbe  enumerated  powers  of  Coogress; be- 
cause the  power  can  only  be  necessary  as  wellw 
proper,  when  the  acts  really  would  hinder  'be 
eiecntion.  Tbe  conslruclion  of  the  commitlee 
extends  tbe  power  of  Congress  to  all  actawhicn 
have  a  relation,  ever  so  many  degrees  remored.W 
the  enumerated  powers,  or  rather  to  the  acts  wbiM 
would  hinder  their  execution.  By  oor  eooiijvj- 
tion,  the  Consiilution  remains  defined  and  litmln, 
according  to  the  plain  intent  and  meaning  o(  ihe 
fraraers ;  by  the  construction  of  the  eonumirfe,  lU 
limitation  is  lost,  and  it  may  be  extended  orerine 
different  actions  of  life  as  speculative  polidw"' 
may  think  fit. 

The  suggestion  on  which  the  aulborilyoTetllie 
press  is  founded,  is,  that  seditious  writiiigs  hsTei 
tendency  to  produce  opposition  lo  Govemment- 
What  has  a  greater  tendency  to  fit  men  forii- 
surreciion  and  resistance  to  Government,  tMH 
dissolute,  immoral  habits,  at  once  destroying  iMe 
of  order,  and  dissipating  the  fortune  which  gi«* 
an  ioterestin  society  7 

The  doctrine  that  Congress  can  punish  any*" 
which  has  a  tendency  to  hinder  the  execution  « 
the  laws  as  well  as  acts  which  do  hinder  it,  *i"' 
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tberffore,  clearly  entitle  them  to  assume  a  geoeral 
nnrdiansbip  oret  the  morals  of  the  people  of  tbe 
Uaiied  States. 

Agsin :  nothing  can  hare  a  greater  tendeacf  to 
insare  obedieace  to  law,  and  nolhing  can  be  more 
likely  to  check  everjr  propensity  to  resistance  to 
Qarernmeot,  than  Tittuoiu  and  wise  education; 
therefore  CoQffress  mu^t  have  power  to  sabjecl  all 
the  yonth  of  tbe  United  States  to  a  certain  system 


every  sort  of  authority  used  by  an?  QoTemineat 
with  the  well-being  of  the  Qenerai  GoTemmeni, 
sad  with  as  mncb  reason  as  the  commiltee  had 


for  iheir  opinion  to  assign  the  power  to  Congress, 
tlthouvh  the  cousequeuce  must  be  the  prostra- 
tiDQ  of  the  Srate  QoverDmeDti. 

But  eooui^h  has  been  said  to  show  the  neeeaity 
of  adhering  to  the  common  meiniug  of  the  word 
''orcesmy^'  in  the  clatue  nnder  consideration, 
iriiieh  is,  toat  the  power  to  be  assumed  mast  be 
one  without  which  some  one  of  the  enumerated 
povetn  cannot  exist  or  be  maintained.  It  cannot 
CKspe  notice,  howcTer,  that  the  doctrine  contend- 
ed fw,  that  the  ■  Administration  must  be  protected 
igiiosi  writingii  which  are  likely  to  bring  it  into 
coDieiapt,  as  tending  to  oppositioD,  will  apply  with 
more  force  to  truth  than  falsehood.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  the  discovery  of  ma  lad  ministration 
will  bring  more  lasting  dincredit  on  the  OoTCm- 
ment  of  a  cotiDiry  than  the  same  charges  would 
if  untrue. 

This  is  not  an  alarm  founded  merely  on  cod- 
stniclioa ;  for  the  Qorernments  which  have  exer- 
cised control  orer  the  press,  have  carried  it  the 
'bi^e  lenirth.     This   is   notoriously  the   law  of 


nbject  to  punishment,  if  the  publication  brings 
contempt  dd  the  officers  of  GkirerDmeoI. 

I  hsTc  shown,  as  I  promised,  that  the  authority 
on  which  this  act  is  supported,  ^iTes  nnlimited 
power  oTer  the  press,  as  to  iis  inTestigalion  of 
pnhlic  affairs,  which  is  its  moil  important  func- 
lioQ;  and  I  will  now  endeavor  to  snow,  that  the 
efiect  of  the  present  law  is  very  little  short  of  the 
complete  restraint  of  all  useful  discussion  on  pab- 
lic  men  and  measures. 

The  law  has  been  current  by  the  fair  pretence 
of  punishing  Dothini:  but  falsehood,  and  by  holding 
ontto  the  accused  the  liberty  of  proving  the  truth 
of  the  writing;  but,  it  was  from  the  first  appre- 
hended, aod  It  seems  now  to  have  been  adjudged 
Sihe  dncitine  has  certainly  been  asserted  on  this 
oor)  that  matters  of  opinion,  arising  on  notorious 
f»«»,  come  under  the  law.  If  this  is  the  case, 
where  ii  the  advantage  of  the  law  requiring  that 
the  writing  should  be  false,  before  a  man  shall  be 
liable  to  punishment,  or  of  bis  having  the  liberty 
of  proving  the  truth  of  his  writing  1  Of  the  truth 
offsets  there  is  an  almost  certain  test;  the  belief 
of  honest  men  is  certain  enough  to  entitle  it  to 
great  eonSdence;  but  their  opinions  have  no  cer- 
Uinty  at  all.  The  trial  of  the  truth  of  opinions, 
i»  the  beat  state  of  society,  would  be  altogether 
peecarions;  and.  perhaps)  a  jury  of  twelve  men 
could  never  be  fband  to  agree  in  any  one  opinion. 


At  the  present  moment,  when,  unfortunately, 
opinioo  is  almost  entirely  governed  by  prejudice 
and  passion,  it  may  be  more  decided,  but  nobody 
will  say  it  is  more  respectable ;  chance  must  de- 
termine whether  poliiical  opinions  'are  true  01 
false,  and  it  will  not  unfrequently  happen,  that « 
man  will  be  punished  for  publishing  opinions 
which  are  sincerely  his,  and  which  are  of  a  nature 
to  be  extremely  interesting  to  the  public,  merely 
because  accident,  or  design,  has  collected  a  jury  of 


If  the  effect  of  the  present  law  is  to  restrain  the 
free  commuai cation  of  opinion,  and  its  principle 
will  justify  any  control  Qovernment  chooses  to 
exercise  ara  tne  press,  an  inquiry  may  safely  be 
entered  on,  whether  Congress  ougnl  to  possexs  the 
power,  even  if  the  clause  giving  necessary  and 
proper  power  would  extend  to  suco  remote  cases  1 
It  is  the  more  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  useful- 
ness of  this  power  in  the  hands  of  Congress,  since 
the  opinion  is  becoming  current,  that  that  alane 
will  ^ire  Congress  a  tight  to  assume  it,  upon  the 

Srineiple  that  Oovernment  must  have  a  right  to 
o  everything  proper  for  its  safety.  This  doctrine 
may  be  very  Taliaoioiu,  if  not  taken  in  the  restrict* 
ed  seoM  to  tie  found  in  the  clause  giving  necessary 
powers.  No  Oovemment  can  assume  a  power 
not  delegated,  on  pretence  of  its  being  necessary; 
for  none  have  a  right  to  judge  of  what  is  necessa- 
ry but  the  makers  of  the  Constitution,  otherwise 
all  OovemiDeBtB  would  be  competent  to  make 
every  alteration  in  a  Constitution,  they  might 
think  proper,  and  the  Constitution  would  rank 
with  the  laws,  and  not  above  them.  For  the  exe- 
cution of  powers  eipreesly  given,  there  must  hare 
been  some  latitude  allowed  to  those  who  were  to 
execute  them,  the  same  in  fact  which  is  expressed 
in  tbe  claune  respecting  necessary  powers. 

Is  the  power  claimed  proper  for  Congress  to 
possess  1  It  is  believed  not,  and  will  readily  be  ad- 
mitted, if  it  can  be  proved,  as  I  think  it  can,  that 
the  persons  who  administer  tbe  Government  hare 
an  interest  in  the  power  to  be  confided,  opposed  to 
that  of  the  community.  It  must  be  agreed  that 
the  nattire  of  our  Government  makes  a  difl\ision 
of  knowtedgeof  public  affairs  necessary  and  proper, 
and  that  the  people  have  no  mode  of  obtainingit  but 
through  the  presa.  The  necessity  for  their  having 
this  information  resulLi  from  its  being  their  duty 
to  elect  all  the  parts  of  the  Government,  and,  in 
this  way,  to  sit  in  judgment  over  tbe  conduct  of 
those  who  have  been  heretofore  employed.  The 
most  important  and  neeesMiry  information  for  the 
people  to  receive  is,  of  the  misconduct  of  the  Gov- 


will  produce  affection  and  gratitude  to  public  ch- 
eers, will  only  confirm  the  existing  confidence, 
And  will,  therefore,  make  no  change  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  people.  The  question,  then,  whether 
the  Government  ought  to  have  control  over  the 
persons  who  alone  can  give  information  through- 
out a  country,  is  nothing  more  than  this,  whe- 
ther men  interested  in  suppressing  information 
necessary  for  the  people  to  hare,  ought  to  be 
entrusted  with  the  power,  or  whether  they  ought 
to  have  a  power  which  their  persinal  interest 
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letds  to  the  abuse  of?  I  am  sure  no  caodid  laaii 
wit]  hesitate  about  the  answer  ;  and  it  may  also 
uielf  be  lelt  wilh  ingenuouanien  to  say  whether  the 
misconduct  which  we  aometimea  see  in  the  pTess, 
had  not  better  be  boroe  wilh,  than  to  run  the  riak  of 
confiding  the  powet  of  coirection  to  men  who  will 
be  constantly  urged  by  their  own  feeliogi  to  de- 
stroy its  useful neu, 

Tke  mode  of  ihinking  which  coDntenances  this 
law,  and  the  doctrines  on  which  it  is  built,  are  de- 
rivid  from  a  country  whose  Qovcrnmeni  is  so 
different  from  ours,  that  the  situation  of  public 
officers  ou^ht  to  be  Tery  different.  In  Great  Britain, 
the  King  is  hereditary,  and,  accotding  to  the  theo- 
ry of  their  Oovetnment,  can  do  no  wrong.  Publie 
officers  are  his  represen  tat  ires,  and  derive  same 
portion  of  his  inT-ioIabiliiy  from  theory,  but  more 
from  the  practice  of  the  Oovernmeot  which  has, 
for  the  most  part,  been  rery  arbitiarv.  It  was, 
therefore,  of  course,  thai  they  shonld  receire  a 
dideient  sort  of  respect  from  that  which  ia  proper 
is  our  Oovemment,  where  the  officers  of  Gorern- 
mcnt  are  the  servant*  of  the  people,  are  amenable 
to  them,  and  liable  to  be  turned  out  of  office  at  pe- 
riodical elections.  In  Cheat  Britain,  writings  are 
seditious,  though  they  are  true,  if  they  lend  to 
bring  a  public  officer  into  eontempL 

In  this  country,  it  Is  seen  that  the  same  princi- 
ple is  contended  for,  and  that  in  practice,  with  re- 
spect to  matlera  of  opinion,  we  have  gone  the 
whole  length  of  the  principle.  How  long  can  we 
expect  to  maintain  tne  other  distinctive  qualities 
of  the  mkfcistiacy  of  the  two  countries,  when  this 
sameness  )s  established  1  How  long  cao  it  be  de- 
sirable to  have  periodical  elections,  for  the  pur- 
of  the  conduct  of  our  rulers,  wnen 
r  information  may  be  choked  at 

_  ...,  .r,I  have  ever  believed  this  question  as  set- 
tled by  an  amendment  to  the  Con  stitutioa,  proposed 
with  others,  for  declaring  and  restricting  its  pow- 
eta,  as  the  preamble  declares,  at  the  request  of 
sereral  of  the  States,  made  at  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  in  order  to  prevent  their  miscon- 
struction and  abuse.  This  amendment  h  in  the 
following  words:  "Congress  ^all  make  no  law 
reapeciing  an  establishment  of  religion,  or  prohib' 
iting  the  free  exercise  thereof;  or  abridging  the 
freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,  or  the  riglii  of 
the  people  peaceably  Co  assemble  and  petition  the 
Government  for  a  redress  of  grievances."  There 
can  be  no  doubt  about  the  effect  of  this  amend- 
ment, anleas  the  "  freedom  of  the  press  means 
somethiog  very  different  from  what  it  seems ;  or 
unless  there  was  some  actual  restraint  upon  it, 
oader  the  Constitution  of  th& United  States,  at  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  this  amendmsni,  commen- 
surate with  that  imposed  bv  this  law.  Both  are* 
asMsrted,  viz:  th  at' t  be  "  freedom  of  the  press"  hasa 
defined,  limited  meaning,  and  [bat  the  restraints 
of  the  common  law  were  in  force  under  the  Uni- 
ted Siat^  and  are  greater  than  those  of  the  act 
of  Congress;  and  that,  tberefotej  either  way  the 
"  freedom  of  the  pren"  is  not  abridged. 

It  is  asserted  by  the  select  committee,  and  by 
every  body  who  has  gone  before  them  in  this  dis- 


ae  of  judging  of  the  conduct  of  01 
tka  channels  of  ioi 
their  will  1 


cussion,  that  the  freedom  of  the  press,  according 
10  the  universally  received  acceptation  of  the  ex- 
pression, means  only  an  exemption  from  sU  pre- 
vious restraints  on  publication,  but  not  lu  an  ex- 
emption from  any  puDishmeni  Qovernment  pleases 
to  inflict  for  what  is  published.  This  deUDition 
does  not  at  all  distinguish  between  publicatitins  of 
different  sorts,  but  leaves  all  to  the  regulation,  of 
the  law,  only  forbidding  Government  to  iriterfere 
until  the  publication  is  really  made.  The  defi- 
nition, if  true,  so  reduces  the  effect  of  the  amead- 
menl,  that  the  power  of  Congress  is  left  unlimited 
over  the  productions  of  the  press,  and  they-  sure 
merely  derived  of  one  mode  of  restraint. 

The  amendment  was  certainly  intended  to  pro- 
duce some  limitation  to  Legislative  discretioa,  and 
it  must  be  construed  so  as  10  produce  such  an  ef- 
fect, if  it  is  possible.  This  is  required  in  the  cod- 
atruction  of  all  solemn  acts,  but  must  be  naare  par- 
ticularly due  to  this  on  account  of  the  various  ex- 
aminations it  underwent,  previous  to  its  adop- 
tion. It  was  first  recommended  by  the  convea- 
lions  of  several  Slates,  was  adopted  by  two-thirds 
ofboth  Houses  of  Congress,  and  finally  ratified  by 
three-fourths  of  the  State  Legislatures.  To  give 
it  such  a  construction  as  will  bring  it  to  a  mere 
nullity,  would  violate  the  strongest  iQJunctioii&  of 
common  sense  and  decorum ;  and  yet  that  appeaxs 
to  me  to  be  the  effect  of  the  construction  adopted 
by  the  committee.  If  subsequent  puniahments 
are  sufficient  to  deter  printers  from  publishing 
anything  which  is  prohioited,  there  is  no  stint  to 
the  power  of  Congress ;  and  yet,  it  appears  to  me 
that  a  limiiatioD  was  clearly  intended.  I  cannot 
doubt  the  power  of  Government  to  bend  printers 
to  their  will  by  i^ubseqQeDt  puaisbmeots,  when  all 
other  offences  are  restrained  only  in  this  way. 
Government  does  not  punish  men  for  keeping  ia- 
slruments  with  which  they  cannot  commit  mur- 
der, but  contents  itself  with  punishing  murder 
when  committed.  The  effect  of  the  ameadmeiit, 
says  the  committee,  is  to  prevent  Government 
taking  the  press  from  its  owner ;  but  how  is  their 
power  lessened  by  this,  when  they  may  take  the 

firioter  from  his  press  and  imprison  faim  for  any 
ength  of  time,  for  publishing  what  they  chooee 
to  prohibit,  although  it  may  be  ever  so  proper  for 
public  iDformaiionl  The  result  is,  that  Govern- 
ment may  forbid  any  species  of  writing,  true  as 
well  as  false,  to  be  puoUshed ;  may  infiict  the 
heaviest  punishments  they  can  devise  for  disobe- 
dience; and  yet  we  are  very  gravely  assured  thai 
this  is  "  the  freedom  of  the  press." 

Bui  it  is  worth  while  to  trace  this  definition  to 
the  place  from  whence  it  is  taken,  and  inquire 
into  the  circumstances  in  which  it  is  used.  Black- 
stone,  in  his  Commentaries  on  the  Laws  of  Eng- 
land,after  staling  the  lawrespecling libels,  which 
is,  that evefythins  which  brings  a  magistrate  into 
contempt  is  puniuiaUe,  whether  true  or  false,  goes 
on  to  say,  ibai  this  taw  is  not  inconsistent  with 
the  liberty  of  the  press;  and  then  gives  a  deSni- 
tioo  of  the  liberty  of  the  press  in  the  marmer  it  is 
used  by  the  committee.  The  meaning  of  all  Black- 
stone  has  said  is  this,  that  the  press  nas  the  proper 
dt^tee  of  liberty  in  England,  and  that  libel^  whe- 
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iber  itne  or  false,  oughi  tu  bepunisbed  tbere.  Lei 
OS  ipply  wbat  be  has  called  a  definiiioD,  in  tbe 
iny  be  used  it,  to  the  legisltlion  of  the  United 
8iaies.  Sappose  the  present  question  was,  whe- 
[hei  we  shootd  punish  truth,  as  well  as  falsehood, 
in  libels,  would  geniieraeu  renture  to  tell  us  that 
it  was  coDsisteat  wiib  the  freedom  of  the  press, 
or  that  the  degree  of  freedom  proper  for  ibe  Uni- 
ted States,  would  remain  ^  1  Tenture  to  say  they 
would  not.  Ought  they,  then,  to  support  the  doc- 
Iritie  which  hereafter  may  be  practised  oo  to  the 
full  ezteot  1  Is  there  not  reason  to  belii^Te  gentle- 
HMD  hope  to  coaceai  the  full  extent  of  their  prin- 
ciples, bf  bringing  them  into  operation  onlv  by 
degreei )  Bot,  sir,  it  is  a  manifest  abuse  of  Black' 
stone's  authority  to  apply  it  as  it  has  been  here 
allied.  He  had  advanced  into  the  fourth  Tolume 
Ufa  panegyric  on  the  laws  of  England,  and  after 
stttmg  the  law  on  this  subject,  makes  a  theory  lo 
juiiify  the  actual  state  of  the  law.  It  must  be  re- 
maned, in  his  jusiification,  that  the  nature  of 
their  Goiernment  justiHes  more  rigor  than  is  cou- 
Httent  with  ours,  sod  tbat  the  existing  law,  of 
which  he  was  writing  the  praise,  had  been  greatly 
softened  in  practice,  by  public  opinion.  In  this 
case,  there  was  no  danger  of  impairiog  the  secu- 
rity to  liberty,  intended  by  the  Constitution  ;  for 
EDfcland  bos  do  Constitution  but  what  may  be 
illered  by  the  Parliament,  and  therefore  no  great 
precision  was  necessary  with  respect  to  general 
principles.  Indeed,  his  observations  on  this  subject 
Dgglit  to  be  called  a  iheoty,  and  a  theivv  adapted 
merely  to  his  owri  country,  and  not  a  aeSnition. 
Very  different  are  the  circumstaoces  in  which  his 
doctrine  has  been  applied  here.  A  restrtciJTe 
cltBse  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States^ 
by  its  application,  is  made  to  mean  nothing,  and 
wheo  it  IS  clearly  the  intention  of  the  Consiiiu- 
tion  to  put,  at  least,  gome  acts  of  the  press  out  of 
coDirol  of  Congress,  by  the  authority  of  this  writer 
ill  are  subjected  to  their  power. 

But  it  IS  said,  that  the  Stales  hare  all  adopted 
the  same  construction  which  is  given  to  freedom 
of  the  press  b)r  the  committee,  for  tbat  all  the 
Slate  Constitutions  provide  for  it,  and  yet  the  law 
of  libels  remains  part  of  their  codes.  If  this  is 
raci.aboDi  which  however  I  am  uninformed,  it  is 
««sily  to  be  accounted  for.  At  the  Revolution, 
llie  State  laws  were  either  the  law  of  England,  or 
woe  bailt  on  it,  anu  of  course,  they  would  cou- 
Uin  the  monarchical  doctrine  respecting  libels. 
When  the  State  Consiitutioas  were  formed,  the 
old  law  was  continued  in  force  indiscriminately, 
ud  only  a  general  exception  made  of  what  should 
w  found  iacontistenl  with  the  State  Constitutions. 
Now,  u>  prove  that  the  States  have  considered  the 
law  of  libels  consistent  with  the  freedom  of  the 
piew,  gentlemen  should  show  that 
ifffi  practised  on  since  the  Revolution,  and  that 
the  iitention  of  the  States  had  been  called  to  it  by 
itseieeution,and  that  it  still  remains  in  force.  I 
believe  ihU  cannot  be  done.  So  far  as  I  know,  it 
kas  been  a  dead  letter,  I  mean  the  law  of  libels 
*?unat  ma^strales ;  and,  if  so,  the  argument  is 


truth  of  my  opinion  ;  for  the  fnmers  of  it,  wound 
up,  as  they  have  been,  in  tbeir  notions  about  Gov- 
ernment, since  the  adoption  of  the  State  Govern- 
menls.  endeavored  to  lake  a  middle  course  be- 
tween real  libertjr  and  the  Stale  law,  which  is 
supposed  to  continue  in  force,  and  have  Mudi- 
ly  endeavored  to  coocenl  that  their  doctrine 


.  plain  admission,  that  even  now,  public  opin- 
would  not  support  what  they  pretend  ia  the 
law  of  each  Slate.  But,  from  the  argument  bo- 
fore  urged,  I  think  it  must  be  admitied,  tbat  if  tb« 
es  had  so  understood  it,  the  construction  coutd 
be  extended  to  this  amendment.  No  solemn 
instruroenl  can  be  construed  so  as  to  destroy  it. 
I  have  seen  somewhere,  and  1  beg  leave  here  to 
remark  on  it,  the  authority  of  the  Convention  who 
formed  the  Constitution  of  Virginia,  quoted  to 
justify  this  construction.  That  Convention  is 
gaid  to  have  passed  a  law  similat  tu  the  taw  of 
Congress,  after  hsviog  provided  for  the  liberty  of 
the  press  in  their  bilTof  rightH.  Let  us  examine 
that  law.  The  first  section  is  to  punish  thoae 
who  shall  "by  any  word,  open  deed,  or  act,  ad- 
"'isedly  and  willingly  mainlaln  and  defend  die 
luthority,  jurisdiction,  or  power  of  the  King,  or 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  heretofore  claimed 
this  Colony,  or  shall  attribute  any  such  au- 
thority," die.  This  section,  passed  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  most  awful  contest  in  which  ever 
man  was  engaged,  a  contest  for  the  right  of  self- 
governmcnt  against  one  of  the  most  powerful  na- 
tions in  the  world,  was  to  eEtablish  what  7  Not 
ihe  inviolability  of  the  Governor  of  the  State,  nor 
of  the  majority  of  either  House  of  the  Legislature, 
but  to  punish  men  who  should  promote  resisianco 
to  the  rigiit  of  the  people  to  govern  ihemselvea.  to 
the  principle  of  the  Constilntion,  to  the  republi- 
~~n  principle.  So  different  is  this  froni  the  ob- 
ct  of  the  law  of  Congress,  that  it  would  hav« 
_.'en  impossible  to  believe  that  they  should  hare 
been  compared,  if  we  had  not  seen  it  done.  AU 
ment  mast  be  thrown  away  on  gentlenwa 
do  not  feel  the  difierence  between  the  respect 
due  lo  the  Consiiluiion,  to  the  right  of  self-gov- 
ernment in  the  people,  and  that  which  is  due  to 
the  organs  of  Admmistration,  who  cannot  only 
deserve  contempt,  but  who  are  to  be  removed 
with  disgrace,  according  to  Ihe  Constiiuiion  itself, 
when  they  misbehave.  By  the  second  section  of 
this  law,  those  were  to  be  pnnisbed  "  who  should 
maliciously  and  advisedly  endeavor  to  excite  the 
people  to  resist  the  Government  of  the  Colony,  or 
persuade  them  to  return  to  a  dependence  on  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  or  maliciously  and  ad- 
visedly excite  or  raise  tumults  and  diiordera  in 
the  State,  or  maliciously  and  advisedly  terrify  and 
discourage  the  people  from  enlisting  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Commonwealth,  or  disptrae  them  lo 
favor  the  enemy."  The  design  of  this  section  it 
apparently  the  same  wiih  the  former.  Every  act 
of  ill-will  to  the  existing  Government,  is  imme- 
diately followed  by  one  tending  to  submission  to 
Great  Britain.  These  acts  are,  however,  ont  of 
the  question,  for  they  belong  to  the  class  enume- 
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rated  )D  the  firsisectionof  (heiedition  law,  whieh 
nobody  wishes  to  repesl,  as  the  commitlee  declare. 
But  if  the  lawhadaof  Analogy  to  the  Uwof  Con- 
^resi,  ii  would  be  improper  to  quote  it ;  for  it  is 
well  Imown  that  our  RevolutioD  made  a  reaoit  to 
expedients  aecessary  in  s  variety  of  iastanees, 
which  could  Dot  be  justified  by  principle,  and  that 
for  a  time,  personal  rights  were  compelled  to  bead 
before  public  oeceGsity. 

A  disiJDCtion  is  verv  frequently  relied  on,  be- 
tween the  freedom  ahq  the  ucenitousness  of  the 
press,  which  it  is  proper  to  examine.  This  seems 
to  me  to  refute  erery  other  argument  which  is 
uaed  on  this  labjecl;  it  amoDots  to  an  adntiisian 
that  there  are  some  acts  of  the  press  which  Con- 
'    lin,  and 


gress  ouRht  a 
that  by  the  an 


strain  these  acts.  Now,  to  justify  any  act  of  Con- 
greas,  they  ought  to  show  the  boundary  between 
what  is  prohioited  and  wliat  is  pemiitted,  and 
that  the  act  is  not  within  the  prohibited  class. 
The  Conatitutioo  has  fixed  do  such  boundary, 
therefore,  they  can  pretend  to  no  powei  over  the 
press,  without  claimiit^  the  right  ot  defining  what 
U  freedom,  and  what  is  lieentiousoess,  and  that 
would  be  to  claim  a  right  which  would  defeat  the 
Constitution ;  for  eTcry  Congress  would  have  the 
■ame  right,  and  the  freedom  of  the  press  would 
fiuctuate  according  to  the  will  of  the  Legislature. 
This  is,  therefore,  unly  a  new  mode  «f  cUuming 
absolute  power  over  ihe  press. 

But  it  it  said,  that  the  phraseology  of  the  amend- 
ment proTca  that  the  framers  of  il  considered  the 
freedom  of  the  press  as  limited,  otherwise  they 
would  have  UHed  the  same  words  in  speaking  of 
the  freedom  of  ihe  press  which  ibey  use  in  speaking 
of  religious  establishments.  This  argument  is  cer- 
tainly faDcifol ;  but  it  shall  be  considered,  as  it  is 
my  desisn  lo  leave  no  argument,  which  I  recol- 
lect to  have  seen,  unanswered.  Il  is  plain,  the 
writer  of  the  amendment  intended  to  indulge  his 
copiousness  of  expression,  or  that  he  hed  b^  ac- 
eosiomed  to  use  certain  words  in  a  particular 
connexion.  The  amendment  says,  in  speaking 
of  religion,  "Congress  shall  make  no  law  respect- 
ing an  esiablishmeni  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the 
free  exercise  thereof."  The  change  of  expression, 
according  lo  the  argument,  ought  to  have  some 
new  object;  and  yet  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  if 
the  word  jnvhibiiiiig  was  dropped,  the  provision 
would  be  the  same.  But  the  argument  will  lose 
all  force  when  the  amendment  is  read  to  the  end, 
and  it  seems  to  have  arisen  merely  from  the  com- 
mittee having  stopped  In  the  midme  of  it,  and  lost 
aigbt  of  the  latter  part.  It  says,  "  or  abridging  the 
freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press,  or  the  right  of 
the  people  peaceably  to  assemhle  and  petitioo  the 
Ooremment  for  a  redress  of  zrievances."  The 
argument  is  that  the  word  iifrri[^nf,asit  is  distin- 
guished from  rapectingj  implies  that  the  freedom 
of  the  press  was  before  limited ;  but,  if  this  is  true, 
it  must  also  be  the  case  with  (be  right  of  peaceably 
assembling  and  petitioning,  &c.  Is  this  pretend- 
ed, and  may  we  hereafter  expect  to  have  a  deS- 
nition  of  the  right  of  petitioning,  which  will  put  it 
alio  under  the  control  of  Coogressl 


properly  » 


I  think  1  have  answered  every  c 
the  amendment  which  cae  prevenl  its  being  com- 
pletely prohibitory  of  alt  legislation  by  Congresi 
on  the  subject  of  the  press,  unless  there  was  some 
existing  restraint  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  time  of  adopting  the  amend- 
ment.   To  this  inquiry  I  now  proceed. 

It  is  said,  there  is  a  common  law,  which  makes 
part  of  the  law  of  the  United  States,  which  le- 
sirained  the  jwess  more  than  the  act  of  Congrrs^ 
has  donCj  and  that  therefore  there  is  no  abridg- 
ment of  Its  freedom.  What  this  common  law  is  I 
cannot  conceive^  nor  have  I  seen  anybody  who 
could  explain  himself  when  he  was  talking  of  it 
It  cerUinly  is  not  a  common  law  of  the  Uciied 
States,  acquired  as  that  of  England  was,  by  im- 
memorial usage.  The  standing  of  the  OoveiD- 
ment  makes  this  impossible.  -  It  cannot  be  a  code 
of  laws  adopted  because  they  were  universally  in 
use  in  the  Slates,  for  the  States  had  no  unifomi 
code ;  and  if  they  had,  it  could  hardly  become^  bf 
implication  part  of  the  node  of  a  Government  of 
limited  powers,  from  which  everything  is  express- 
ly retained,  which  is  not  given.  There  never  was 
a  uniform  code  of  laws  at  any  time  amons  ihe 
States.  Their  settlement  took  place  at  dinerent 
limes,  and  the  law  of  England  was  adopted  up  to 
ihe  respective  settlements,  in  ihe  whole  or  by  se- 
'  Virginia  recc»gnised  the  common  Uw, 

so  called,  and  the  statutes  to  the  4ib 
Maryland,  the  common  law,  and  stai- 
uies,  up  to  ihe  time  of  her  settlement:  sad 
South  Carolina,  I  am  told,  never  acknowledged 
any  of  the  English  statutes  to  be  in  force,  except 
what  were  specially  adopted  by  law.  With  ims 
dissimilarity  at  the  commencement,  there  csd  be 
no  doubt  tMt  the  decisions  of  courts,  snd  the  stat- 
utes which  were  constantly  passing,  mosl  have 
made  the  codes  of  the  several  Stales  aiit^ther 
unlike  at  the  time  of  adopling  the  Federal  Oov- 
ernmeot.  Is  it  the  law  of  England,  at  any  partie- 
ular  period,  which  is  adopted  7  It  cannot  ce  be- 
lieved that  this  was  a  uaiveraal  favorite;  for  it 
had  been  greatly  altered  in  every  Slate,  to  adapt  il 
to  their  situation,  and  it  caonol  be  believed  that 
after  alteriog  it  under  the  instruction  of  experi- 
ence, it  was  intended  to  bring  it  again  into  force. 
But  Ihe  nature  of  ihe  law  of  Eoglaod  makes  tt 
impossible  that  il  should  have  been  adopted  in  the 
lump  into  such  a  Qovernment  as  this  is;  because 
it  was  a  comjAete  system  for  the  management  of 
all  the  afiairsof  a  country.  Il  rf^ulated  estate, 
punished  all  crimes,  and,  in  short,  went  to  all  (bings 
for  which  laws  are  necessary.    It  might  be  tautt 

[iroperly  considered  as  ihe  measure  ofthe  powers 
eft  with  the  Stales.  Bui  how  was  this  law  adopt- 
ed 1  Was  il  by  the  Constitution?  If  so,  it  is  im- 
mutable and  incapable  of  ameodmenu  Id  whai 
urtofihe  Constitution  is  iidedared  to  be  adopted  f 
Was  it  adopted  by  ihe  couru  7  From  whence  do 
they  derive  iheir  aulhorilyl  The  Cooslitutiofl,  in 
the  clause  first  died,  relies  on  Congress  to  p*^ 
all  laws  necessary  to  enable  the  courts  to  tu'1 
their  powers  into  execution ;  it  cannot,  iherefor^i 
have  oeen  intended  to  give  them  a  power  not  ne- 
cessary to  their  declared  powers.    There  does  aol 
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wein  to  me  die  smcllest  pretext  Tor 
in  usumptioD ;  00  Ibe  cODirary,  while  the  Con- 
iliialjoD  U  silent  ibont  it,  every  fair  inference  ia 
tgaJDst  it.  It  wa*  thought  necessary  to  adopt 
eiprenlf  maaf  of  thp  ancient  and  most  Taloable 
principles  of  the  law  of  Eoglaod,  such  as  trial  by 
jury,  SDd  the  writ  of  babras  corpus;  and  wherever 
the  Coastitntion  gives  cogniiance  of  crimes,  wbich 
were  Itnown  in  ibal  law,  it  reqairea  Congress  to 
define  them,  mud  direct  the  pn  □  is  hiu  en  (.except  in 
the  case  of  treason,  which  it  deSnes  itself.  Periiaps 
itmiy  be  said,  that  (be  law  of  England  with  re- 

rci  to  libel  was  in  force  in  all  the  States,  and 
t  therefore  it  is  to  be  considered  as  adopted. 
Wben  we  recollect  what  that  law  is,  that  it  pun- 
iibes  truth  as  well  as  falsehood, and  thai  Ibe  Coo- 
gres)  of  1798  did  not  think  proper  to  enact  its  pro- 
visions in  the  full  extent,  it  may  be  fairly  denied 
that  it  ooald  have  accorded  with  the  jealous  re- 
publican temper  of  the  Convention  who  adopted 
the  Conatitution.  If  the  common  law  was  adopt- 
ed on  this  subject,  it  was  adopted  entire  as  it  then 
uialed,  and  must  remain  forever  unchangeabte  as 
part  of  the  Constitution.  The  power  of  juries 
must  be  the  same  that  it  was  then,  and  no  more, 
and  the  improrement  which  was  immediately 
■fterwards  produced  by  public  opinion  in  that  re- 
■pect,  in  England,  will  be  denied  to  us,  and  we 
may  even  have  to  regret  the  want  of  some  of  the 
pTDviiions  of  the  present  odious  law)  but  there  is 
too  iiitle  reason  for  the  su^estion  of  ihere  being 
1  common  law  in  the  United  States,  to  need  a 
refotation.  If  there  was  a  uniformity  in  the  law 
respecting  libels,  it  is  one  of  the  strongest  eviden- 
ces of  what  was  before  said,  that  this  whole  doc- 
trine of  libeli  was  obsolete;  for -nobody  can  doubt, 
>Aer  hearing  what  it  is,  that  it  must  have  nnder- 
goae  considerable  changes,  if  it  had  ever  been 
practised  od. 

The  committee  seem  to  suppose,  for  I  coofen 
il  is  very  diffictilt  to  comprehend  this  part  of  their 
irgomrat,  that  the  taw  ot  libels  is  adopted  by  that 
part  of  tbe  Coastitntion  which  extends  the  judi- 
cial power  to  cajes  of  law  and  equity  arising  un- 
der the  Constitution ;  for  this  is  the  eipressioa  of 
the  part  rererred  to  by  them,  and  not  "oflences 
vrisiag  under  the  Constitutton,"  as  tbey  have 
quoted  it.  How  this  can  be  inferred,  I  cannot 
conceive.  If  the  eiprewion  was  "offences,"  as 
they  assert,  still  it  would  mean  offences  on  wbich 
Congress  was  directed  by  the  Constitution  to  le- 
gislate;  but,  as  the  expression  really  is,  the  cases 
■re  ionamerable  whicn  come  within  it.  See  "The 
Federalist,"  vol.  II.,  for  an  explaaatioa  of  this  part 
U  the  Consiitmion.  It  is  tliere  said:  "It  has 
Iwen  aiked,  what  is  meant  by  cases  arising  under 
the  CoDstitmion,  in  eontra<mtinction  from  those 
atiBiDg  under  the  laws  of  the  United  Siatesi 
the  restrictions  on  the  authority  of  the  Slate  Le- 
gislatures furnish  examples  of  it,"  Slc.  For  the 
opinion  of  the  same  writer,  as  to  tbe  force  of  the 
common  law  in  the  United  States,  see  satne  v  ' 
"^.^1  P*ge  315,  and  tbe  two  following  jtages, 
which  he  answers  the  objection  to  an  omission 
lU  frorisioDB,  and  idmiu  that  it  is  not  adopted  by 
Ute  CoMtimtion. 


Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  I  am  fully  satisfied, 
that  no  power  is  given  by  the  Cooslituiion  to  con- 
trol the  press,  and  that  such  laws  are  expressly 
prohibited  by  tbe  amendment.  1  think  it  incon- 
sistent with  tbe  nature  of  our  Gofernmeot,  that 
I  administraiioo  should  have  power  to  restrain 
limadversions  on  public  measures;  and  for  pro- 
.  ction  from  private  injury  from  defamation,  the 
States  ate  fully  competent.  It  is  to  ihem  thai  our 
officers  must  look  for  protection  of  persons,  estate^ 
and  every  other  personal  right;  and,  therefore,  1 
see  DO  reason  why  it  is  not  proper  to  rely  upon  it, 
for  defence  against  private  libels. 
The  call  for  the  question  being  loud, 
Mr.  McDowell  rose,  and  hoped  the  question 
ould  not  now  be  taken,  but  that  the  committee 
would  rise,  it  being  now  a  late  hour  of  the  day, 
and  he  doubted  not  other  gentlemen  would  wish 
to  deliver  their  sentiments  upon  this  imponaut 
question;  and  he  thought  an  hour  or  two  of  to- 
morrow mi^ht  be  well  eniplojrod  in  the  discussion 
of  this  subject — a  subject  which  bad  been  brought 
before  the  House  by  tne  people,  and  ought,  there* 
fore,  to  receive  a  full  discussion.  He  moved  the 
committee  to  rise. 
Mr.  B&TARO  hoped  that  the  committee  would 
It  rise,  but  that  the  question  would  now  be  taken. 
The  subject  had  already  been  exhausted  by  essays, 
and  debates  which  have  taken  place  in  this  ana 
other  Li^islatnres,  and  he  did  not  believe  that 
gentlemen  on  this  floor  want  to  hear  anvthing 
more  on  this  subject.  One  genileman  had  been 
beard  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  one  law,  and  ano- 
ther in  tavor  of  the  repeal  of  the  other ;  and  gen- 
tlemen in  favor  of  keeping  the  laws  in  force,  he 
trusted,  would  be  satisfied  with  the  argutnents  is 
favor  of  them,  reported  by  the  select  committee. 
Mr.  LiviNOSTON  rose  to  enforce  tbe  arguments 
of  tbe  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  for  further 
lime  for  the  discnssion  of  this  subject,  and  he 
thought  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware  showed  the  necessity  of  this  discussion. 
This  is  a  mbject,  said  Mr.  L.,  such  as  seldom  oc- 
;  such  as.  he  hoped,  would  seldom  occur  in 
the  annals  of  this  country.  It  is  a  subject  which 
has,  more  than  any  other,  alarmed  and  agitated 
tbe  public  mind.  Our  table  is  loaded  witn  peti- 
tions, which  charge  us  with  having  gone  beyond 
our  powers  ;  and  we  are  now  about  lo  decide  whe- 
ther the  charge  is  well  or  ill  founded.  And  is  not 
this  a  question  of  great  importance?  He  must 
say  he  thought  it  of  awful  importance.  If  the 
complaints  of  the  people  are  ill-founded  onght 
they  not  to  be  convinced  that  they  have  received 
due  consideration  1  Can  we  say  that  this  subject 
has  had  this  consideration,  without  affording  more 


thai 


o  gentlemen  an  opnorlunity  of  giving  their 
■       subjectl    We  . ' 


_^ upon  this  i.__j__   . 

people  will  tell  us,  it  has  not  been  duly  consider- 
ed. They  will  answer,  when  we  tell  tbem  that 
much  public  business  prevented  a  more  full  dis- 
cussion, "  our  complaints  are  of  infinitely  greater 
importance  than  any  other  subject  which  could 
engage  your  attention,  as  it  relates  to  the  very  ex- 
istence of  our  liberties,  and  of  the  Constilulioii. 
which  yotj    have    nacredly  sworn  to  preserve.'' 
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Alien  wad  S^ 


rated  in  the  first  section  of  the  sedition  law.  wbi  It 
nobody  wishea  (o  repeal,  as  ihe  commiitee  aecl  'j'  " 
But  if  the  law  had  any  analogy  to  the  law 
gress.  it  would  be  iinprDper  to  quote  it ; 
well  known  that  our  ReTolulion  made  a  ■. , 
■■J|l 


— __.  ReTolulion  made  a 

[pedieots   Decessar^    in   a  variety   of  ;^  |  l' 
[be  justified  by  princii;../ j  i'. 


which  could  ..».  w^j.^..^ 
a  lime,  personal  right. 


before  public  necessity.  ^I^^$  V 

A  distinction  is  »wjr  frequentl/i^j  I  ^  ■; 


fRESS. 


nporiani  a  question  would  be- 
e  majesty  of  the  people 
"^   people  ihemseliFet  ■ 
■8  no  less  than  whef' 
"the  people,  havp 
d    we  hare   ' 
ne  coosumee* 
leived  mi- 
Offend/ 


tnccn  the  freedom  ana  the  liee' 

press,  which  it  is  proper  to  ex — 

to  me  10  refute  every  other 

need  on  this  subject 

that  there  are  some 

gress  ought  not  to  have 

that  by  the  amend 

strain  these  acts.    . 

greas,  they  ought  K 

what  is  prohiiiit«d  f 

that  the  act  is  r/| 

The  ConBtiliitio;;p 

thet^oie,  ibttf/l^  * 

pceu,  witluJO^' 


u  rreedom, /■ 
■would  her 
Coaatim' 


jxer)  said,  it  was  to  uc 
..ilcmen  from  New  Yorkaod 
.,jiild  think  it  necessary  lo  con- 
iking  in  favor  of  being  allowed 
' '— -  ■'       York 


MUM  >»  -pesking  in  lavor  oi    oei 

flnolr       B«|-dwi  '''*  Kf  Q''eman  from 
TUT    -J^«Hl-i  the  sense  of  the  commii 
■^    ji '".'TbrtO  "ten  upon   the  propriety  of  ..- 
'''the  'i'""  '"''■  ""^  '''*  passing  ot  which 


.".Si 


t""the  '"""  ""''  ""  '"*  passing  ot  which 
''"f  deiDH'i  had  last  year  exhausted  all  his 

g^^i  alt  his  bitterness.  And  he  believed  if 
'Ijat  decision  lakes  place  on  [his  resolution, 


,,,  decision 
,„flfiua(i 


nfifiuBu  as  well  as  himself,  will  eat  hi 
i^°'ai"  "'^"'  ""''  ^'^''P  "'  quietly,  as  if  theques- 
'('""^as  determined  in  a  di^erent  way. 
'"it,.  LiviNoeToN  said,  the  genileman  from  New 
is  mistakeD.     If  the  resolution  be  decided, 


Jersey 


[^WsitwililT 


(sleep  io  quiet.  Thi 


^  be  iiii"*!>  "■  w",  '  will  not  Sleep  in  .j„„ 
(ooo'i'y  "'"  ""^  ^^  1"'*'-     The  eentleman  may 
^gio  construe  this  ioio  a  threat.   He -" 


^io  construe  icis  ioio 

(bat  my  former  predii 

(aws  were  uafoundi  ' 


......_^.   w>^  .day  telliuc 

a  with  respect  [o  [hese 

vs  wcic  uuiuuaaed,  and  that  these  are  equally 
„,.  I  hope,  said  Mr.  L,  that  his  will  be  true,  that 
(he  people  will  remain  as  tranquil  as  he  supposes; 
bul  I  do  not  believe  the  people  of  the  United  States 
Will  sit  down  quietly  under  the  operation  of  these 
laws.  Mr.  L.Wieved  they  would  not  sufferano- 
Iher  session  to  pass  without  having  the  table  load- 
ed again  with  petitions.  If  gentlemen  wish  to  put 
the  present  discontent  to  sleep,  they  ought  to  suffer 
kmore  full  discussion;  if  they  refuse  rhis,  they 
may  be  assured  the  people  will  not  be  satisfied. 

As  to  his  speaking,  to  obtain  lime  to  speak,  he 
did  not  wish  to  force  his  sentiments  uponlhecom- 
miiiee,  because  he  believed  they  would  avail  bul 
Imle  here,  though  he  should  hope,  when  the  peo- 
ple should  have  seen  a  full  discussion  on  this  sub- 
ject. Ihey  Would  be  satisfied  with  the  result,  what- 
ever It  be. 

Mr.  W.  Claibobne  said,  if  the  question  was 
then  taken,  he  should  pariicipate  in  ibe  disquiet 
which  his  friend  from  New  York  had  declared  he 
■oould  feel ;  because  be  thought  so  hasty  a  decis- 1 


Jds  ^        V^ 

.scussion,  it  V.  ''A- 

people,  of  which  ,.  .^--■" 

. ;  nor  will  ihey  be  saiisfit.  -C 

the  pari  of  the  majority ;  i(  will 
ing  insult  to  injury. 
^The  question  on  rising,  was  pu ,  «nd  n., 

.  JJa'r?ied '52%^^'  V*''"  '^''"?  ""  ""^  '^"l'""-. 
ina  earned,  a^  votes  being  in  favor  of  it. 

miitee  to  the  first  resolution, 

Mr.  Livi»o„o»  eniejed  upon  >  defence  of  tke 
wntiments  which  he  delivered  when  the  nassue 

«iiA  h.d  been  mnih  ni,„ept„entetii  but,  ^fie, 
mkiug  .one  projreo  ,„  Ji.  ob^tntici^ 
Speaker  declarmg  them  nnconnecied  with  the 
q...i,on  before  the  Hon.,,  he  .,t  downr,Ind  the 
nrsl  lesotutioo  was  decided  byyeas  and  n.v.  sn^ 
stood— 52  to  48, a.  follows:  »nanays,Md 

T'l^-Jobn  Allan,  George  Baar,  jr.,  Bailey  Butlatt. 
Jamn  A.  Bayard,  Jonathan  Brace,  band  Bmka.^ 
phen  Boll,*  Chriatoph,  G. Ih.i.pli..  J^n  cSP 
m.n.  Jama.  Cochran.  WjUiam  Cr^  BunudT 
Djn^  John  BjnoH  WiHian,  ei„^n^°^^ 
AM  P«„,  Dm,hiro,t^,  Jonathan  F^a..^  hZJ 
Glen,  Chaunccj  fjoodrich,  WiilUm  Gor^jZ^  n^ 
Ghawold  Willi..  B-rr,  Grove.  R^  S^Sb^, 
rhoma.  Hartley,  Willi™  Hiodman,  Heaekiah  L  H» 
mer.  Jamea  H.  Imlay.  Samuel  Lvoan.  Jbdm.  u„i,;. 
Will..  Matth..^  Loiel  M,,,S^uiirB  mS^' 
Hm.0.  G.  Oi^  I..C  ParkiT  tK;  ?L,?kZ' 
JehnReed   JohoHatWje,j,.,J..,.8d,.^='^: 

Hlchard  Th..i.i  Mark  ThoLSrTho.2VSS 

N.va— Abraham  Baldwin.  David  Bant  Tlion™. 
Blconl  Riehanl  Brent.  Robert  Brown,  S^|  j  cT 
Wl.  IJo..  Olail-nn  William  ChaHe.  Sol,  OM 
bona,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clapton,  Thoa.  T  ifS 
John  Dawa.,  Gaorge  Dent,  Joaeph  Egairaton  I™^ 
Eln^dort  Willi.,  pindl^,  j  J  r^^"^^',^ 
Fraanran,  jr. .  Albert  Gallalm.  Ja...  Giltoaide.  A^Ji^ 
01.^.  John  A.  Hann^  oi  B.  HarSTin^C 
N.  HavMa.  Jcph  Heiater.  D.vW  Hdmoa.  w!^ 
Jonaa.  Edwart  Li,i.j„on,  Maldiaw  Lta^  M^ttS 
Lyon.   Nadlanlal  Ma«ln.   Blair  McOtaachai.   J^IJI 
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41,  ADlhoay  New,  John  ' 

MOD    J.    Sbionar,    8> 

mrd  Spiigg,   Richard 

"rigg,  JohQ  Trigg, 

raom,  Abnlui; 


t  of  the  Annf. 


[H.ofR. 


^1,000  for  the  expenses  of  intercoune  with  foi- 
eign  uBiioDs  during  the  preseol  year,  in  addition 
(o  the  (40,000  appropriated  by  law  for  that  pur- 
poie;  818,000  for  defrayiog  the  expeases  which 
Dare  already  arisea,  or  may  arise  daring  the  prea- 

.  qt  year,  on  eccouat  of  captured  Freaeh  prison- 
';  foreipenseaarisioguDder  the  British  Trei  ' 

I        490 ;  and   for   eipeniea   under   the   T 

■:  J,  ;y,  (120,000.] 

'»<K.  

Fhid 


-HDAY,  Febrnar) 
SUNDRY  BILLB. 
.iiotioa  of  Mr.  Cbaik,  the  Hog;.  .. 
.utnmitiee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  eMtabln. 
the  Post  Office  of  the  United  Stales;  which  bein^ 
gone  through,  the  committee  rose,  and  the  bill 
«u  ordered  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Harper  from  the  committee  appointed 
coMjer  whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  i.,^ 
neefswrif  ""  the  law  for  the  relief  and  protection 
Dl  Amencan  seamen,  reported  a  bill  to  revise 
continue  in  force,  and  amend  the  law;  which  was 
committed. 
The  fotlowiag  bills  from  the  Senate  were  read, 

A  biU  for  the  aecurity  of  bail,  in  certain  cases  ; 

A  bill  to  augment  the  aalaries  of  the  officers 
Iherein  mentioaed  ; 

A  hill  concerning  the  territory  west  of  Penn- 
iTlTania,  commonly  called  the  Western  Reserve 
ol  Loaned  i  cut  j 

A  bill  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  District 
Uian  of  Vermont ; 

A  bij!  concerning  French  citizens  that  hare 
^ax  may  he  brought  into  the  United  States. 
,  Un  moiion  of  Mr.  Livihooton,  ihe  bill  respect- 
ing me  Western  Reserve  lands,  was  postponed  lill 
laenfii  session, 

Tlie  bill  respecting  the  District  Court  of  Ver- 
mont, and  the  bill  concerning  French  citizens 
wm  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  lime  to-morrow' 
Ma  ibe  others  were  committed. 

Oa  molioa  to  read  the  bill  respecting  salaries 
teKcondtime,  Mr.  Gallatim  moveAo  reject 
f'  ""b  °°  'I**  ground  of  its  being  very  little  dif- 
^eoi  from  >  Ull  which  had  already  been  reject- 
M  By  this  Honae ;  hut  the  motion  for  a  second 
"Maiaj  bfing  withdrawn,  the  question  of  reiec 
t=m  will  ft!,o  lie  over  till  lo-morrow. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  JoeiAa  Pirkeh,  the  House 
Ty^  iiMlf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
rinVr.  '^""^'"B  "°  ■ugmeniation  of  the  Ma- 
^™fr'''-  ^''*  "f raMtation  U  by  iwo  first 
*^J,  ^  "'  "^""^  lieutenants,  eight  sergeants, 
e^hieen  drums  and  fifes,  and  oneTiundred  an<f 
rtomil.'^"'*'-  ■*'^"  *"'°?  "^^  '•lanks,  the 
^i^^^'  ""•  ""'  "'"  *"  °'''''"''  *■"« 
inSlr''""-"^  "'■  P'fCKNBY,  the  House  went 
ZnJ  .k°"°"l"  *'f  *''«  ^•'"'e.  ""  '»"'  bill  to 
"W"^  the  act  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled 


i ff}}^'  Fbiday,  March  1. 


relief  of  Comfort  Sands  and  others ; 

izins  the  sale  of  lands  between  the 

Miami  rivera;  a  bill  making  ad- 

*ioiis  for  the  year  1799 ;  and  a 

.  nations  for  the  Naval  Estab- 

}^~-i\   1799. 

^J  J  J  *  ■' '' '  ^'^  respecting  distillers, 
*J  ]  ■ .  t''''^  reading. 

«i|,-  -bir-     ■" 


States ; 

The  bill  for  . 
District  Court  ot 

The  bill  for  augmeii 

Tl.»  k:li  : jjT.: ._ 


*.\  'II  in  addition  to  the 
'\  Iga  lion  of  the  lawn 
*  ^  committed. 
The  bill  in  addTtiMtQ,.  '  nuT 

protection  of  sick  and  disable^  .   " 

The  bill    to   esUUish  the  p  '»"  ■  *^™- 

Uoited  States.  ^'         ? "« Prcsi- 

Mr.  Qali^atin  reponed  a  bill  tn  '■ 

sale  of  certain  lands  between  Yu*'*".,  *  ^•»*" 
itae  Miami  rivers ;  which  was  tvLS>  ^°^ 
immitted.  ^  ^.'       He 

V  TMd 
INCREASE  OF  THE  ARMY.  "md 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Commiii.  ** 

Whole,  on  the  bill  for  better  organizing  ^l^'W 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  for  other  purpose.  S> 
bill  yropoaed,  besides  the  belter  organizing  of  ii" 
troops,  to  provide  an  eventual  increase  of  the  ^ 
itary  Establishment,  and  a  present  increase  of 
battalion  of  artillery^  two  comwioieg  of  eavalr* 
and  a  battalion  of  riflemen.  In  the  CammitiZj 
of  the  Whole,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr  8 
Smith,  to  strike  out  what  relates  to  the  prt»ent 
increase  of  the  Army,  when  there  appeared  40 
votes  infavorof  the  motion,  and  39  agaiost  it;  and 
the  Chairman  declaring  himself  in  the  negative, 
the  motion  was  not  carried. 

When  ihe  bill  came  into  the  House,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  QALLATtN,  which  went  to 
say,  that  no  part  of  the  proposed  additional 
force  should  hv  raised,  unless  further  provision 
shall  be  made,  or  war  shall  break  out  between 
the  United  States  and  some  European  Prince, 
Poientate,  or  Slate,  in  which  case  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  at 
his  discretion,  lo  cause  the  said  regiments,  or  any 
of  them,  to  be  severally  completed  to  their  fuU 
establishment. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
ecided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  52,  nays  45,  as 

YaAs— Abfahtm    Baldwin,    David   Bud,  Biehaid 

-■■.:■,■  Goodie 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


H.orR.] 


Jiien  and  Sedition  Lavt. 


Shall  we  (ell  the  people  when  ibe^  thus  speak) 
said  Mr.  L.,  thai  tbe  subject  has  been  discussed  in 
the  newspapers  ;  aod  ihat,  therefore,  there  was  no 
necessily  fur  discu.'ision  in  the  Legislature 7  He 
did  not  believe  that  they  would  be.  satisfied  with 
such  an  anxwer.  Gentlemen  may  say  that  they 
a.re  willing  To  sit  and  hear  those  who  choose  to 
speak  upon  the  subject;  (hat  their  reasons  in 
UvoT  of  the  taw  are  stated  in  a  summary  way  in 
the  report  of  the  committee.  But  who,  on  this 
floor,  can  be  considered  as  the  organ  of  another  1 
Can  any  one  gentleman  sav  that  a  majorit)^  of 
this  Hoose  are  in  favor  of  adoptiDg  the  reasoning 
of  the  select  committee  7  No  gendeman  has  a 
light  to  speak  in  what  he  thinks  the  language  of  a 
majority;  and  though  gentlemen  may  be  desirous 
of  detiverJDg  (heir  sentiments,  yet  na (ore  cannot 
support  zeal  beyond  a  certain  extent ;  if  it  would, 
the  question  on  this  subject  would  undergo  much 
more  discussion.  Bills  of  small  importance  were 
fiequeatly  postponed  at  the  request  of  a  single 
member  I  and  he  hoped  on  so  important  :i  ques- 
tion as  the  present,  a  few  hours  for  debate  would 
not  be  refused. 

Mr.  Divrait  (the  Speaker)  said,  it  was  to  be 
lamented  that  (he  gentlemen  from  New  York  and 
North  Carolina  should  think  it  necessary  to  con- 
sume time  in  sDeaking  in  favor  of  being  allowed 
to  speak.  Besides,  (he  geaileman  from  New  York 
ought  (0  recollect  thai  the  sense  of  the  committee 
has  already  been  taken  upon  (he  propriety  of  re- 
pealing the  alien  taw,  on  the  passing  ol  which 
Ihat  gentleman  had  last  year  exhausted  all  his 
threats  and  all  his  bitteiness.  And  he  believed  if 
a  similar  decision  takes  place  on  this  resolution, 
that  gentleman  as  well  as  himself,  will  eat  his 
dinner  as  well,  and  sleep  as  quietly,  as  if  (he  ques- 
tion was  determined  in  a  diSerent  way. 

Mr.  LtvtNOSTOH  said,  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  is  mistaken.  If  tbe  resolution  be  decided, 
u  he  thinks  it  will,  I  will  not  sleep  in  quiet.  The 
country  will  not  be  quiet.    The  eentleman  may 

rin  construe  this  into  a  threat.  He  may  tell  me 
t  my  former  predictions  with  respect  to  these 
laws  were  unfounded,  and  that  these  are  equally 
•o.  I  hope,  laid  Mr.  L,  that  his  will  be  true,  that 
tbe  people  will  remain  as  tranquil  as  he  supposes ; 
but  1  do  not  believe  (he  people  of  (be  United  States 
will  sit  down  quietly  under  the  operation  of  these 
laws.  Mr.  L.  believed  they  would  not  suffer  ano- 
ther session  to  pass  without  having  the  table  load- 
ed again  with  petitions.  If  gentlemen  wish  to  put 
.L ,uj  discontenttosleep,  they  ought  to 


a  more  full   discussion;  if  they  refuse   (his,  Ihey 
may  be  assured  the  people  will  not  be  satisfied. 


o  hjs  speaking,  to  obtain  time  to  speak,  he 
tiiu  uift  wish  to  force  his  sentiments  upon  (he  com- 
mittee, because  he  believed  they  would  avail  hut 
little  here  (hough  he  should  hope,  when  the  peo- 

Jile  should  have  seen  a  full  discussion  on  this  sub- 
ect.  they  would  be  satisfied  wilh  the  result,  what- 
ever it  be.  ^ 

Mr.  W.  Claibobne  said,  if  the  question  was 
then  taken,  he  should  participate  in  (he  disquiet 
which  his  friend  from  New  York  bad  declared  he 
ahoold  feel  \  because  he  thought  so  hasty  a  decis- 


ion on  so  important  a  question  would  be  an  insult 
oflered  to  the  majesty  of  the  people;     It  is  aques- 


presentativesof  the  people,  have  violated  the  Con- 
stitution, which  we  have  sworn  to  maintain. 
Short  as  the  time  consumed  in  (his  discussion  has 
been,  he  had  received  much  impor(siit  informa- 
tion from  the  two  gentlemen  who  hare  spoken  on 
the  subject.  They  have  delivered  reasons  to  tbe 
comraiHee  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  these  laws, 
which  are  not  answered  by  (he  report  upon  the 
table ;  and  the  friends  of  these  bills,  if  they  wish  to 
satisfy  the  minds  of  the  citizens,  are  called  upon 
to  answer  these  arguments.  If  time  be  refused 
for  this  discussion,  it  will  be  offering  an  indignity 
to  the  people,  of  which  (hey  will  not  be  insensi- 
ble; Dur  will  (hey  be  sa(islied  with  this  silenceoQ 
the  part  of  the  majority;  it  will  be  deemed  as  add- 
ing insult  to  injury. 

The  question  on  rising,  was  put  and  negatived— 
SSto42. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  tbe  resolution, 
and  carried,  52  votes  being  in  favor  of  it 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  tbe  third 
resolution,  which  was  carried  without  a  division. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  queKtioo  be- 
ing upon  concurring  in  (he  agreement  of  ibecom- 
mittee  to  the  first  resolution, 

Mr.  LtviNQBTOK  entered  upon  a  defence  of  (he 
sentiments  which  be  delivered  when  the  passage 
of  (his  law  was  under  consideration,  which,  he 
said,  had  been  much  misrepresented;  but,  after 
making  some  progress  in  nis  observations,  the 
Speaker  declaring  (hem  unconnec(ed  with  the 
question  before  (hie  House,  he  sat  down,  and  tbe 
first  resolution  was  decided  hy  yeas  and  nays,  and 
Etood-~52  to  48,  as  follows : 

YiAl — John  Allen,  Oeoige  Baar,  jr.,  BailoT  BartMt, 
Jams*  A.  Bayard,  Jonathan  Braes,  David  Brooks,  Ste- 
phen Bullock,  Chtistophar  O.  Champlio,  John  Cbap- 
nuui,  Jimea  Cochran,  VCiltiam  CHruk,  Samnal  ^■ 
Dana,  John  Dannia,  William  Edmond,  Thonm  Eno^ 
Aiiiel  Foatar,  DoigfatFoiter,  Jonathan  Titetsaa,  Baaj 
Glen,  Chaiincey  Goodrich,  William  Gardon,  Rop^ 
Griswold,  William  Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Hirpdi 
'i^omas  Haitlej,  William  Hindman,  Hacefciah  L.  Has- 
wer,  James  H.  Imlay,  Samuel  Lytnan,  James  Maeiiiti 
William  Matthairi,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  R.  Momsi 
Hamaon  G.  Oiia,  Isaac  Parker,  Thomas  Pinckney, 
John  Read,  John  Rutledge,  jr.,  James  ScboreEoaii,  ^Jun- 
oel  Bewail,  WUliam  Hhepatd,  Thomas  SinniclsMi. 
Nathaniel  Smith,  Peleg  tJptaguB,  George  Thalclici, 
ffichard  Thomas,  Mark  Thonuaa,  Thomas  Tillingl»«, 
John  E.  Van  Alen,  Peley  Wadiworth.  Robert  Wsto, 
and  John  Williams. 

NiTB— Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Thoinas 
Bloant,  Richard  Brent,  Robert  Brown,  Bamoel  J.  ^i- 
bdl,  Thomas  Claibomo,  William  Charles  Cole  Clsl- 
bome,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  That.  T.  S'"^ 
John  Dawwm,  George  Denl,  Joseph  Eggliislan.  Lacs' 
Elmendoi^  William  Findley,  John  Fooler,  Nstfasni'' 
FreamaD,  jr.,  Albert  Gallatin,  Jamea  Oilksf^  Aodn* 
Qiegg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  Hairison,  Janath'l 
N.  Havens  Jas»h  Heialei,  David  Holmei.  WaR^ 
JonM,  Edward  Livingaton,  HaUhew  Locke,  HaEU* 
Lyon,   Nalhanial  Macon,   Blair  McGImehMi,  Jo«(» 
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MeDowsU.  Anthony  New,  John  Nichola*,  Jori^  Pbt- 
^,  Toinp»on  J.  Stinnei,  Bunnal  Bmith,  William 
arth,  Ridurd  Sprigg,  Richard  SUnlbrd,  Tho*.  Sum- 
■r.  Abr«m  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Phibp  Van  Cortlandt, 
Jaaqih   B.    Varnam,  Abraham    Vcnable,    and   Robert 

WllilaiTM 

Mr.  McDowell  ibea  mored  an  edjoaramenl 
whKh  waa  negaUTed— 55  lo  38. 

The  quesiioa  was  then  ukea  oo  the  secoDtl  rea- 
oluiion,  upon  which  the  ^eas  aad  niya  were  ex- 
ledr  the  same  as  upon  the  first. 

The  question  on  the  third  was  concurred  in,  61 
Tote«  being  for  it. 

Tdbsday,  Febraary  36, 
SUNDRV  BILLB. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Craie,  the  Hou!«  went  into 
Commitlee  of  the  Whole,  on  ihe  bill  aiiablishing 
the  Post  Office  of  the  Uniied  States;  which  being 
gone  ihrough,  the  committee  rose,  and  the  biR 
was  ordered  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Ha.KPEH  from  the  comiaitteE  appointed  to 
consider  whether  any,  and  what,  alteraiions  are 
neerssary  in  the  law  for  the  relief  and  protection 
of  American  »eamen,  reported  a  bill  to  revise, 
concioae  in  force,  and  amend  the  law ;  which 
committed. 

The  followiog  bills  from  ibe  Senate  were  read, 

A  bill  for  theaecurity  of  bail,  in  certain  cases 

A  bill  to  augmcDl  the  salaries  of  the  office 
therein  mentioned  ; 

A  bill  concerning  the  territory  west  of  Peni.- 
sflTania,  commonly  called  the  Western  Reserye 
of  Cooneciicnt ; 

A  bill  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  District 
Court  of  Vermont ; 

A  bill  concerning  French  citizens  that  hare 
been,  or  may  be,  brooght  into  ihe  United  Slates. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LivmasTOH,  the  bill  re.Hpect- 
ing  the  Western  Reserve  lands,  was  postponed  till 
the  next  session. 

The  bill  respecting  the  District  Court  of  Ver- 
mont, and  the  bill  concerning  French  ciltzens, 
were  ordered  lo  be  read  a  third  time  lo-morrow, 
■od  the  others  wre  committed. 

On  motion  to  read  the  bill  respeciing  salaries 
the  second  time,  Mr.  Qallatin  movetfto  rpipn 
Ihe  billj  on  the  eround  of  its  being 


I  the  groui 
t  from  a  bill  which  had  alrrady  teen  reject- 
ed by  this  House;  but  the  motion  for  a  second 
reading  being  withdrawn,   the  qneslion  of  reji 
tion  will  also  lie  oTei  till  lo-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Josiah  Paseer.  the  House 
readred  itaeJf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  antborizing  an  augmentation  of  the  Ma- 
rine Corpr  The  anffmentation  is  by  iwo  first 
lieiiten«Ms,jix  second  lieutenants,  eight  sergeants, 
eigfa teen  drums  and  fifes,  and  one  nundred  and 
•ereni^  privates.  After  filling  the  blanks,  the 
committee  rose,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  for  a 
ifaird  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PiNCKNcr.  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to 
uiend  the  act  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled 


seamen ;  which  being  agreed  to,  went  to  a  thitd 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Smith,  the  House  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  Commitlee  of  the  Whole,  on  llie 
bill  for  the  belter  orffanjzing  of  the  iroops  of  the 
United  Slates;  and,  after  some  discussioo,  the 
committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  had  leare 
to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Gallatin  presented  apetilion  from  Oeorae 
Turner  praying  for  a  pre-emption  in  certain  iauos 
in  the  Western  Territory,  formerly  included  with- 
in the  tract  of  Judge  Symmes,  but  now  excluded 
therefrom.  Mr,  G.  urged  in  favor  of  ihe  ap- 
pointment of  a  select  committee  to  consider  this 
petition ;  that  he  believed  if  some  steps  were 
not  taken  immediately,  with  respect  to  these  lands, 
that  the  Uniied  Stales  would  never  get  anything 
for  them.  A  committee  of  three  waj;  appointed 
to  report  bv  hill  or  otherwise. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  lime, 
and  passed : 

The  bill  respecting  French  citizens  who  are  or 
may  be   captured  and  brought  into  the  United 

The  bill  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the 
District  Court  of  Vermont; 

The  bill  for  augmenting  the  Marine  C<»m  ; 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  relief  and 
protection  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen ;  and 

The  bill  to  esUblish  the  Post  Office  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Gallatin  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
sale  of  certain  lands  between  the  Great  and 
Little  Miami  rivers ;  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

mCREABE  OF  THE  ARMY. 
The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  for  better  organizing  the  troops 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes.  This 
bill  ^oposed,  besides  the  belter  organizing  of  the 
troops,  to  provide  an  eventual  increase  of  the  Mil- 
itary Establishment,  and  a  present  increase  of  a 
battalion  of  artillery^  two  companies  of  cavalry, 
and  a  battalion  of  riflemen.  In  the  Commiitee 
of  the  Whole,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  S.  • 
Smith,  to  strike  out  what  relates  to  the  present 
increase  of  the  Army,  when  there  appeared  40 
votes  infavor  of  the  motion,  and  39  aga mat  it;  an<l 
the  Chairman  declaring  himself  in  the  negative^ 
the  motion  was  not  carried. 

When  the  bill  came  into  the  House,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  which  went  lo 
say,  that  no  pari  of  the  proposed  additional 
force  should  be  raised,  unless  furlher  provision 
shall  be  made,  or  war  shall  break  out  between 
the  Uoiied  States  and  some  European  Prince, 
PotenUie,  or  Slate,  in  which  case  it  shall  he  law- 
ful for  the  President  of  the  United  Sialea,  at 
his  discretion,  lo  cause  the  said  regiments,  or  anr 
of  them,  to  be  severally  completed  to  their  fuU 
establishment. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nay^  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  5S,  nays  45,  as 
follows : 

Abraham    Baldwin,    David   Bard,   Richard 
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Brent,  Robert  Brown,  Sunuet  J.  Cabelt,  John  Chapman, 
llkomu  Clubome,  WiUiun  C.  C.  Ctaiborne,  Matthew 
Cldf,  John  Ciopton,  Thomaa  T.  Ditu,  John  Dawaon, 
Qeotge  Dent,  Joaeph  Eggleilon,  Lueaa  Elmandotf, 
Witlum  Findlej,  John  Fowler,  Nathaniel  Freeman,  jr., 
Albert  Gallatin,  Jame*  OiUeepie,  Andrew  Gregg,  Jcdin 


John  Nicholai,  Joiiah  Failei,  Tompaon  J.  Skinner, 
Samuel  Bmith,  Willjala  Smith,  Richan]  Dobba  Spaight, 
Richaid  Spiigg,  Richard  Staoford,  Tboma*  Sumter, 
Thomai  Tdlinghait,  Abram  Tiigg,  Joha  Trigg,  Philip 
Van  Cortlandl,  Joaeph  B.Vamum,  Abraban  Venable, 
and  Robert  Williama. 

NiTa— John  Allen,  Bailav  Baitlatt,  Jamea  A.  Bav- 
ud,  Jonathan  Brace,  Oaiid  Brook*,  Stephen  BuUod, 
Chriftopber  G.  Champlin,  Jamai  Cocbnn,  William 
Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dennia,  William  Bd- 
mond,  Tbomai  Evana,  Abiel  Foater,  Dwight  Foater, 
Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Chauu<^  Goodrich, 
William  Gordon,  Roger  Gnawold,  William  Bany  OroTe, 
Thomaa  Hartley,  William  Hindman,  Heiekiah  L.  Hoe- 
mer,  James  H.  Imla;,  Samuel  Lyman,  Jamei  Machir, 
Lewia  R.  Morria,  Harriaon  G.  Otia,  laoac  Parker,  Tho- 
maa Pinckney,  Jobn  Read,  John  Ratledge,  jnn..  Jama* 
Sebnreman,  William  Sbepard,  Thomaa  Sinnickaon, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  Felag  ^rague,  George  Thatcher, 
Richaid  Thomaa,  Mark  Thomaon,  John  E.  Van  Alen, 
Faleg  Wadaworth,  Robert  Wain,  and  John  Williams. 

Some  debate  look  place  on  a  motioD  to  strike 
out  a  section  of  the  above  act,  which  prop<»es  lo 
repeal  so  much  or  the  9th  sectioD  of  the  act  for 
Biigmenting  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  as 
confines  the  cboice  of  Inspector  of  Artillery  to 
the  corps  of  Ariilli;rist9  and  Engineers,  and  to  al- 
low any  other  person  to  be  appointed  as  such  In- 
spector. The  queatioD  for  stnkiug  out  was  ear- 
ned, there  being  80  Totea  in  favor  of  the  — 

The  section  providing  for  a  Purveyor  for  the 
War  Department,  distinct  from  the  Navy,  was  alao 
■iricben  out. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  lo  a  third  reading 
morrow. 

TNCREASE  OF  SALARIES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harpeb,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for 
augmentine  certain  salaries,  viz  :  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  lo  $5,000; 
the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy,  to  $4,500 ;  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury.to  83,500;  the  Attor- 
ney Qeneral,  the  Treasurer  Auditor,  Commis- 
■ioner  of  the  Revenue,  and  Postmaster  General, 
to  $3,000 ;  the  Register,  to  $3,400 ;  the  Accounl- 
anu  of  the  Navy  and  War  Deparlmenls.  to  ^,000; 
and  the  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  to  S1.700. 
The  bill  passed  through  the  commitire  without 
debate,  and  on  the  question  of  its  going  to  a  third 
reading,  after  being  opposed  by  Mr.  McDowell, 
>«  being  much  the  same  ««  the  bill  already  nega- 
tived, and  supported  by  Messirs.  Harper  and 
Cbampun,  who  said  the  whole  advance  would 
only  amount  to  $11,550  a  year,  the  question 
carried — yeas  5^  nays  43^  as  follows: 


Yi4a — John  Allen,  Bailey  Baitlelt,  Jamee  A.  Bay- 
ard, Jonathan  Brace,  David  Brooka,  Stephen  BuUock, 
Cbiiatopber  G.  Champlin,  Jamea  Cochrui,  William 
Crailc,  Samnel  W.  Dana,  John  Dermia,  George  Dent, 
William  Edmond,  Thomaa  Evana,  Abiel  Foater,  Dwight 
Foater,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Nathaniel  Freeman,  Jr., 
Heniy  Glen,  Cbauncey  Goodrich,  William  Goidotir 
Roger  Oriswold,  William  Barry  Orove,  Rohert  Goodloe 
Harper,  Thomas  Hartley,  Wilham  Hindman,  Heidiah 
L.  Hoamer,  Jame*  B.lailay,BdwBid  LivinBCtOB,  Sam- 
uel Lyman,  Jacoea  Machir,  William  Matthew*,  Letris- 
R.  Moni*,  Harriaon  G.  Otis,  Isaae  PaAar,  Joaiah  I^Aer,. 
Thomaa  Pinekney,  John  Reed,  John  Ratladga,  junior, 
Jamea  Schnreman,  Samuel  Sewall,  William  Ktepaid< 
Thomas  Sinnickaon,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Saunel  Smithy 
Richard  Dtdiba  Spaight,  George  Thateber,  Ridiard 
Thomaa,  Mark  Thomson,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  Palag 
Wadaworth,  and  Robert  Wain. 

Nats— Abraham  Baldwin,  Daiid  Bard,  Robl.  Brown, 
Samnel  J.  Cabell,  John  Chapman,  Thomaa  ClaibiAne, 
William  Charles  Cota  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  Johl^ 
Ciopton,  Thomaa  T.  Davia,  John  Dawson,  Joae[Ji  Eg- 
gleaton,  Lnesa  Blmendorf,  William  Findley,  John  Fow- 
ler, Albeit  Ciallatin,  Jamea  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gt%g, 
John  A.  Uanna,  Carter  B.  Harriaon,  Jonathan  N.  Ha- 
ven*, Joseph  Heiater,  David  Holme*,  Walter  Jonu, 
Matthew  Locke.  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Mscon, 
Blair  McCienachan,  Joseph  McDowdl,  Antliony  New, 
John  Nieholaa,  Tompson  J.  Skinner,  WiUiam  Smith, 
"  '  -.g  Spr*«ae,  Richard  Spiigg,  Richard  Stanliird,  Tbo- 
Snmter,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  Abraham  Venable,  and 
Robert  Wilhama. 

The  bill  waa  afterwards  passed,  52  to  40— three 
members  who  voted  in  the  negative  on  the  for- 
mer question,  being  absent  on  this, 

February  28. 
PROMULGATION  OF  THE  LAWS. 

The  House  went  into  «  Committee  of  the 
Whole  00  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on 
the  subject  of  a  further  promulgation  of  the  laws, 
when  ine  following  resolutions  were  agreed  to : 

"  Raahed,  That  the  Secrctan  of  State  be  aalhMit- 
ed  and  required  to  canae  all  the  lawa  of  the  United 
Slstea  which  may  be  passed  thia  aeanon,  and  bereafter, 
to  be  be  printed  in  aome  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers 
in  each  State,  a*  aoon  as  conveniently  may  be- 

"Reioivid,  ThBt,in  addition tothenumberofcoiHes 
of  the  law*  now  required  to  be  printed  at  the  end  of 
each  aeeaion  of  Congreaa,  there  ought  to  be  printed  6,000 
copiea  IbereoF— one  copy  thereof  to  be  distributed  "> 
each  of  the  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  the  UnHed  Butt*  ; 
one  for  the  use  of  each  clerk  of  the  aaiid  courts,  for  the 
use  of  the  courts ;  and  one  copy  Af  each  of  the  Mar- 
■hala  and  District  Attorneys  of  the  United  Btsles;  ^ 
rest  to  be  Amiished  to  the  States  aoMtding  t«  tbe  rule 
of  repraeeDtsiion. 

"Retohid,  That  3,000  oopiaa  of  the  OonrtilniMB" 
the  United  Sutes,  and  the  amendmonta  that  have  bean 
made  thetstn,  ought  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the- 
memben  of  this  Honse. 

"  Sttohtd,  That  a  copy  of  the  Constitiition  of  <h*^ 
United  States,  and  the  amendmenta  which  have  '"^ 
or  may  be,  made  thereto,  ought  to  be  added  to  rs<» 
copy  which  is  to  be  mad*  of  the  laws  of  the  pesent  ms- 
lion  of  Congress. 
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"  Retohtd,  That  Iha  iHolntion  fcr  anlhoTiBiiB  and 
IbeetuiK  the  8ktMut  ot  Blale  lo  caim  to  ba  prial«d 
U^OOO  copiv  of  the  Conatitation  of  the  United  Sutea, 
o^t  not  to  be  adopted." 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  report  a  bill  ac- 
CDidingly. 

SUNDRY  BILLS. 

Tbe  House  went  into  a  Committee  oC  the 
Whole  on  the  tollowing  biili,  which  were  ktb^ 
lallf  agived  to.  and  oroered  roi'  a  third  reading 
to-day,  viz  : 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  granting  land  for 
mtliiary  services,  &e. ;  the  bill  authorizing  a  de- 
lachnent  of  tbe  militia  oi  the  (Joited  States ;  and 
the  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  relief  and  pro- 
tection of  American  (eamen. 

These  bills  afterwards  received  their  third  read- 
ing and  paased. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  tbe  bill  to  alter  several  post  roads,  and 
to  establish  others  j  and,  after  making  sundry 
amendments  therein,  the  cumniiitee  rose,  and 
teare  was  refused  to  it  to  sit  again. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Vabndm,  a  resolotioa  was 
of  the  Arsis 
d  a  bill  ordered 
to  be  reported. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Wbole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Mile  of  certain 
lauds  between  the  Great  and  Little  Miami  rivert, 
in  the  Territory  of  tbe  United  State*  Northwest 
(»f  the  Ohio,  and  for  giving  a  pre-emption  to  eer- 
laio  purcbaaers  and  settlers ;  which,  being  agreed 
ID,  was  ordered  to  a  third  rMdiog. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Baooca,  tbe  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Comfort  Sands  and  others ;  which,  be- 
ii^  agreed  to,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

NATAL  AND  OTHBB  APPROPRIATIONS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Habpbr,  tbe  House  went 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole 


Tbe  bill  makiDg  appropriations  for  the  Naval 
Euablishment  for  the  year  1799;  and  the  bill 
making  certain  additional  appropriatitMu  forihe 
Tear  1798. 

[Among  other  appropriations  contained  in  the 
lait-meDlioiied  bill,  is  S7S,700  for  conungent  ex- 
peoMsof  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  in  which 
>am  Mr.  Hab^br  informed  the  House  is  ioclud- 
«d  948.700  on  account  of  the  nroposed  Embatsy 
10  France ;  and  929,000  for  the  expense  of  the 
Miciiier  lately  appointed  to  go  to  the  Ottonun 
Pone,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Commercial 
Treaty  with  tbal  Power.  This  bill  also  contains 
an  appropriation  of  (200,000  for  making  good  de- 
ficiencin  in  former  appropriations  for  carrying 
into  elect  tbe  engagements  of  tbe  United  States 
Wi;h  tbe  Mediterranean  Powers ;  951,987  to  be 
paid  Id  certain  subjects  of  Algiers  and  Tiuiis,  for 
tlic  damages  soslaiued  by  them  from  tbe  capture 
ot  loH  of  certain  laerchandiae  freight  on  booVd  of 
'Mwb  Mtling  under  tbe  flag  of  the  United  State*; 


921,000  for  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  for- 
eign nations  during  the  present  year,  in  addition 
to  the  $40,000  appropriated  by  taw  for  that  pur- 

C;  918,000  for  defraying  the  expenses  which 
:  already  arisen,  or  may  arise  during  the  pres- 
ent year,  on  accoani  of  captured  French  prtson- 
ers ;  for  expenses  arising  under  the  British  Treaty, 
987,499 1  and  for  expenses  under  (he  Spanisb 
Treaty,  920,000.] 

Fain  AY,  March  1. 
The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  time  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Comfort  Sands  and  otbera ; 
a  bill  for  authorizioK  the  sale  of  lands  between  the 
Qreat  and  Little  Miami  river«;  a  bill  making  ad- 
ditional appropriations  for  the  year  1799;  and  a 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  NbthI  Estab- 
lishment for  the  year  1799. 

Mr.  Habpeb  reported  a  bill  respecting  distiller*, 
which  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Varnum  reported  a  bill  for  eotablishing  the 
salary  of  the  Assistant  Postmasiler  Ceneral,  wQich 
was  committed. 

Mr.  GoonBiCH  reported  a  bill  in  addition  to  tbe 
act  for  the  mure  general  promulgation  of  the  laws 
□f  the  Uoited  Slates,  which  was  committed. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  House  having  resolved  itselt  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole,  on  the  bill  giving  the  Presi- 
dent authority  to  raise  an  eventual  army, 

Mr.  C1.AT  moved  to  strike  out  tbe  first  section 
of  the  lull,  in  order  to  vty  the  sense  of  the  Hotise 
whether  they  wished  this  bill  to  pass  or  not.  He 
could  see  no  reason  for  it,  after  having  authorized 
a  detachment orBO,000  militia;  besides,  as  we  had 
now  every  prospect  of  peace,  he  hoped  gentlemen 
could  not  be  serious  in  wishing  this  bill  to  pass. 

Mr.  McDowell  said  the  principle  of  this  bill 
might  as  wdl  be  tried  now  as  Dpon  any  other 
motion.  For  his  own  part,  eonceiviag,  as  he  did, 
that  Ibis  power  ouKht  not  to  be  given,  except  in 
cases  of  imminent  danger,  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Legislature,  into  those  of  the  President  he  should 
be  opposed  to  the  bill.  He  called  upon  gentlemen 
to  say,  whether,  taking  into  view  the  situation  of 
Europe,  and  our  present  prospect  of  peace,  there 
was  any  ground  to  expect  an  invasion ;  and  if  there 
were,  hel>elieved  the  detachment  of  militia  which 
had  been  ordered,  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  In 
teserv^  and  our  present  Military  Establishment, 
would  ne  equal  to  the  meeti^  of  any  attack  which 
might  be  made  upon  us.  He  raw  no  necessity 
therefore  for  the  transfer  of  this  power.  The  Pre- 
sident might  not  exercise  the  power  improperly; 
but  he  was  not  for  giving  powers,  to  this  extent, 
without  having  the  means  himself  of  judging  of 
tbe  propriety  of  the  measure.  The  transfer  of  this 
power,  if  not  exercised,  could  have  but  one  effect 
which  was  to  alarm  the  public  mind,  and  to  lead 
the  people  to  believe  that  no  reliance  was  placed 
upon  the  advance  of  the  French  Oovernmenl  to- 
vrards  peace.  That  part  oftbe  bill  which  respects 
vohuteer  corps  was  to  bim  tbe  moilobjectiooaUe, 
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u  tie  cODsidered  il  as  destructive  of  the  militia, 
aod  as  going  to  the  establishment  of  a  Presideo- 
(ial,  instead  of  a  National,  militia. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said  the  first  section  of  this  bill 
ma  much  the  Name  an  that  of  the  bill  providing 
a  provisional  army  ai  the  last  session,  except  that 
(be  Dumber  of  men  is  larger.  If  the  geatleman 
firom  Virginia,  instead  of  moving  to  strike  out  the 
first  section,  had  prcpo^ted  lo  lessen  the  number  of 
men,  he  might  have  agreed  with  him ;  but  as  he 
did  Dot  wish  to  lessen  our  force,  in  way  respect,  he 
must  vote  against  the  preseol  molioo. 

Mr.  PiHCKNBT  nas  opposed  to  this  motion.  He 
was  serioni  when  he  tnought  the  provision  con- 
tained in  Ibis  section  might  be  of  essential  service 
in  our  present  situation.     This,  said  Mr.  P..  is  only 
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proEiability  of  those  contingencies  happening,  be 
* '  't  lo  be  a  very  material  argument. 


_.  .  e  necessity  arises,  the  troops  will  bi 
if  not,  ibey  wm  not  be  raised,  and  no  expense  will 
be  incurred.  It  will  be  an  army  upon  paper  mere- 
ly, which  can  do  no  barm  ;  but,  even  upon  paper, 
it  may  do  some  good.  It  will  continue  in  force 
provisions  similar  to  those  contained  in  the  pro- 
TisionaL  army  law ;  and  as  eiDerieoce  had  proved 
that  the  ground  taken  at  the  last  session  was  safe 
and  honorable  lo  the  United  Slates,  he  wished  il 
(o  be  still  preserved.  Besides,  the  very  knowledge 
in  any  nation  with  whom  another  treats  that  there 
exists  a  power  in  the  Execuiiveof  the  Government 
to  raise  an  immediate  force  to  repel  any  attack 
which  may  be  made  upon  them,  may  induce  them 
to  behave  with  propriety;  whilst  an  idea  of  the 
weakness  of  the  nation  with  whom  tbey  had  a  dis- 
pute might  encourage  attack. 

If  we  consider  tie  situation  of  Europe,  said 
Mr.  P.— though  there  is  no  certainly  of  any  Power 
being  able  lo  bring  any  considerable  force  to  bear 
npoD  us,  yet,whenwerefleclupon  the  rapid  changes 
which  ibere  take  place  in  the  situation  of  things — 
no  man  can  answer  for  the  events  of  a  few  months. 
Persons  risking  conjectures  on  ihis  subject,  fre- 
quently mistake  ;  all  calculation  seems  wholly  at 
nndom.  We  have  seen,  eaid  he.  since  the  rising 
of  the  tast  session  of  Congress,  a  moai  uncommon 
attempt  bv  a  most  formidable  army — he  meant 
Bonaparte'ii  expedition  against  India.  We  may, 
in  the  course  of  events,  again  .''ee  something  simi- 
lar to  this  uke  place.  We  are  fortunaielv  so  sit- 
uated as  not  to  have  much  to  fear,  if  we  only  stand 
tipon  our  ground— if  we  show  a  determination  to 
protect  ourselves — but  if  we  show  any  symptoms 
of  weakness,  or  a  disposition  to  be  misled  by  mere 
conciliatory  disposition  on  the  pari  of  France,  we 
should  not  be  in  that  position  of  safety  in  which 
we  wish  to  remain. 

Most  of  the  gentlemen  who  bad  spoken  on  the 
■nbject  of  preparatory  measure  since  the  com- 
munication of  a  Minister  being  appointed  to  treat 
with  France,  though  some  of  ihem  had  been  oppo- 
•ed  to  the  measures  originally,  have  agreed  in  their 
propriety  of  not  relracting  from  a  single  step  here- 
tofore taken ;  and  this  measure  is  substantially  the 
■ame  with  one  taken  at  the  last  session,  except 


that  the  number  of  men  is  somewhat  increased. 
We  have  heard,  within  these  few  days,  said  Mr. 
P.,  (it  ii  irue  the  information  rests  on  newspaper 
rejiort.)  that  peace  has  been  concluded  between 
Prance  and  ibe  German  Empire,  at  Rastadt.  Sup- 

fosing  this  to  be  well  fuunaed.  France  will  be  at 
herty  to  turn  her  atlention  elsewhere ;  and  we 
know  the  vigor  and  ability  wiih  which  she  carries 
into  effect  projects  the  most  stupendous.  We 
also  know  wnat  the  resources  of  such  a  nation  can 
accomplish,  and  when  we  know  this,  we  ought 
not  to  be  lulled  into  too  great  security. 

Suppose^said  Mr.  P.,  that  a  general  peaceshould 
take  place  in  Europe  in  the  coarse  of  the  Winter. 
whicn  he  did  not  think  improbable — what  would 
be  our  situation  il  do  negotiation  be  carried  into 
effect  with  Prance'1  How  very  important  will  it 
be  for  us  to  be  secure  against  any  attack  which 
France  might,  io  such  circumstances,  be  inclined 
to  make  against  us.  In  such  circumstances,  with 
all  our  exertions,  we  should  ffnd  it  difficult  lo  pre- 
vent their  sen'liog  a  considerable  force  against  tbta 
country.  The  navy  of  Great  Britain  would  iheit 
be  entirely  out  of  the  case;  and  the  navy  of  France 
might,  with  great  facihty,  conduct  her  force  to 
effect  ihe  purposes  which  have  heretofore  been  held 
out,  viz;  to  lake  possession  of  Louisiana,  and  from 
thence  assail  the  United  Slates.  Considerins  this, 
it  would  certainly  be  unwise  for  Coiigress  to  break 
up  without  vesting  the  President  with  a  power  of 
this  kind. 

This  measure,  said  Mr.  P.,  if  not  carried  into 
effect,  will  cost  nothing  but  the  time  occupied  in 
passing  this  law.  If  Decessary,  the  troops  will  be 
raised,  and  then  the  expense  incurred  will  be  well 
expended.  He  thouKht  the  event  of  last  year 
ought  to  take  away  all  jealousy  which  some  gen- 
tlemen may  have  with  respect  to  the  vesting  of 
this  power,  since  it  had  been  seen,  though  a  simi- 
lar power  was  last  year  vested  in  the  President, 
he  had  not  strained  a  point  to  carry  il  into  effect. 

He  hoped,  therefore,  the  present  motion  would 
not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr,  Oallatir  was  really  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
were  the  reasons  for  this  measure.  We  are  told, 
in  the  first  place,  said  he^hat  we  ought  to  be  ready 
in  case  of  an  attack  by  France ;  and,  in  the  next, 
that  this  measure  is  necessary,  in  order  to  give 
weight  lo  the  proposed  negotiation. 

Though  several  steps  had  been  taken  at  the  last 
session,  which  he  was  himself  opposed  to,  he  had 
already  declared  that,  as  certain  grounds  had  been 
taken  with  respect  to  France,  he  did  not  think  it 
would  be  proper  to  recede  from  them.  For  in- 
stance, he  did  not  think  it  would  be  proper  to  re- 
peal the  act  for  declaring  the  treaties  between  this 
country  anil  France  void ;  or  any  of  ihe  laws  au- 
thorizing merchant-men.  or  our  public  vessels  to 
take  any  armed  French  ves.'^el,  because,  to  do  bo, 
might  weaken  the  measures  of  the  Executive.  He 
did  not  think  these  the  wisest  meaanres  which 
might  have  been  adopted ;  but  he  was  willing 
IhRt  tbey  should  now  be  permitted  lo  have  theit 
full  effect,  notwithstanding  the  change  of  situation, 
which  gentlemen  themselves  are  compelled  to 
allow  has  taken  place.    Though  he  did  not  think 
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it  would  be  right  to  recede,  he  thought  it  wuuld 
be  equally  wioDg  to  progress  in  nsr  measures. 
The  act  for  providing!  provisional  army,  now 
tipired,  ^ve  the  President  power  to  raise,  uo  the 
eoatingenc)'  of  war  or  thrcaieoed  JDvasioa,  10.000 
men.  The  bill  which  has  been  passed  thia  srsaian 
for  organiziDg  the  Army  of  the  United  States  in- 
ereases  the  establishment,  by  8,000  inen  on  the 
same  con  [in  gene  y.  He  did  not  think,  inerefore, 
ibai  there  could  be  any  neccMity  for  this  ereni- 
nii  army.  Our  permaueDt  army,  said  he,  is  5,000 
men ;  an  additional^my  of  9,000  men  was  or- 
dered, at  the  last  session,  to  be  raised  immediately, 
ud  to  continue  in  force  during  our  dispute  with 
FriDce,  besides  the  proTisiaual  army  lowhich  has 
now  been  subsliluied  the  increase  just  made  of 
3,000  men,  as  mentioned  above.  The  question  is, 
trheiher  it  can  be  necessary,  in  addition  lo  the 
measures  of  laai  session,  to  give  the  Prestdeot  an 
creDtual  power  lo  raise  29  regiments  more.orabout 
30,000  men. 

this  w.:)ald  be  an  army  of  30,000  men  on  paper, 
in  iddiiiou  to  the  one  which  we  have  already  on 
paper  to  the  amoDnt  of  9.000  men,  besides  the  in- 
crease of  8,000  made  by  the  law  for  organizinir 
the  Army,  and  our  permanent  establishment  of 
.5,000  men  is  not  full.  Notwithstanding  all  that 
had  been  heard  on  the  subject  of  invasion,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  did  not  proceed  to 
organize  the  addiiionnl  army  provided  at  the  last 
session,  until  Congrest  met  at  the  present  session, 
wbicb  was  a  proof  the  President  did  not  think  the 
cooDiry  in  any  danger.  He  conceived  he  should 
be  therefore  justified  in  saving,  that  an  army  on 
paper  cannot  be  considered  as  a  measure  necessary 
<o  repel  any  really  existing  danger.  And  the  ques- 
tion returns  as  to  the  danger  being  greater  now 
than  it  was  at  the  last  session.  We  are  told,  laid 
Mr.  G.,  that  an  event  has  taken  place  since  the 
last  session  which  ought  to  convince  us  of  the 
[raclicahility  and  possibility  of  an  invasion  from 
France.  This  event  is  the  invasion  of  Egypt  by 
Bottiparie.  One  thing,  however,  gentlemen  for- 
^;  which  is,  that  that  country  optned  an  allur- 
ing object — an  object  easy  of  conquest,  because 
ii  vas  governed  by  Mamelukes,  and  inhabited 
liy  staves ;  whereas,  at  present,  this  country  is  in- 
habited by  freemen  and  governed  by  the  people 
tbemielves.  This  difference  ought  to  be  snfB- 
cienl  to  repel  from  oor  minds  all  apprehensions  of 
danger  from  invasion.  Indeed,  in  the  event  allud- 
ed 1^  though  an  invasion  was  effected,  ihe  means 
of  effecting  thai  invasion  have  been  destroyed ; 
and  how  we  were  to  be  invaded  without  a  fleet,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  know. 

Again,  the  HoU'ie  was  told  that  rio  dependence 
could  be  placed  upon  the  situation  of  Europe. 
Hr. G,  said  he  did  not  depend  upon  it;  he  believed 
the  silnalioQ  of  that  country  was  so  fluctuating 
that  no  dependence  could  be  placed  upon  it.  But, 
we  are  told  that  it  is  probable  a  peace  will  be  con- 
cluded at  Rastadt.  And  when  we  are  told  of  the 
itnger  of  our  situation,  in  case  of  a  general  peace 
Uking  place  during  ihe  Winter,  it  leads  us  to  esa- 
nuge  the  measures  which  have  taken  place  in  order 
lo  make  us  parties  in  the  concerns  of  Europe.    If 


there  is  so  much  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
a  general  peace,  does  it  not  follow  tbat  it  is  for  tbe 
Executive  of  this  country  to  enable  us  lo  become 
a  party  in  that  peace,  in  case  it  in  made?  Have 
not  these  measures  been  taken  7  He  believed  they 
bad.  He  believed  he  might  go  so  far  as  to  say, 
(though  he  did  not  wish  to  make  anv  allusion  to 
what  nad  taken  place  in  another  boay,}  that  the 
President  had  wisely  made  an  appointment,  calcu- 
laied  to  give  us  a  Minister  in  Europe  who  might 
have  sufficient  power  to  put  an  eaa  lo  our  dioer- 
encei,  and  to  prevent  the  aanger  which  might  arise 
lo  us  from  a  general  peace,  without  our  being  a 
party  in  it.  Whether  any  attempts  had  been  made 
to  defeat  this  measure,  and  whether  those  attempts 
had  been  successful,  he  left  it  to  other  genilemen 
to  inform  the  House.  He  must  confess  that,  for 
his  share,  be  did  not  see  any  great  danger  iitely 
10  arise  lo  this  country  from  a  general  peace.  We 
are  asked  what  will  be  our  situation  if  a  peace 
takes  place  and  the  British  fleet  is  withdrawn  from 
usT  He  would  ask,  to  what  danger  we  should  be 
exjKised  if  it  were  not  for  the  war  in  Europe  ?  The 
critical  situation  in  which  we  have  been  so  long, 
and  in  which  we  now  are,  has  been  and  is  whol^ 
owing  to  that  war.  Let  an  end  be  put  to  that, 
and  our  disputes  will  also  come  to  a  close.  There  • 
would  remain,  indeed,  some  difficulty  in  making 
new  arrangements  and  settling  for  spoliations 
which  had  taken  place  during  the  war;  nut  these 
would  be  easily  accommodated.  So  far  from  a 
general  peace  producing  bad  effects  to  this  coun- 
try, he  tnoucht  it  would  ne  a  most  fortunate  event. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  should  not  have  made  these  ob- 
servations, had  not  the  subieci  been  introduced  by 
the  gentleman  from  Boutn  Carolina,  because  he 
did  not  consider  them  as  connected  with  the  bill. 
Mr.  G.  did  not  believe  tbat,  even  in  case  of  actual 
war,  the  army  proposed  bv  this  bill  would  be  ne- 
cessary. He  did  not  wish,  therefore,  to  place  b 
power  in  the  President  which,  it  appeared  to  him, 
would  in  no  event  be  proper  to  be  exercised,  espe- 
cially since,  before  any  war  could  be  declared, 
Congress  must  meet,  and  they  could  then  them- 
selves determine  upon  the  proper  force  to  be  raised. 
For  it  might  appear  to  them  that  the  resources  of 
the  country  might  be  more  usefully  employed  than 
in  providing  an  army  of  this  kind.  But  if  the 
power  was  now  transferred,  no  choice  would  here- 
after be-  left  to  them.  If  this  addition  was  made 
to  our  Army,  its  snpport  would  cost  at  least  fif- 
teen millions  of  dollars  a  year.  He  did  not  think 
it  necessary  for  our  defence,  in  addition  to  our  mi- 
litia, asainst  any  force  ihal  could  be  sent  against 
ns  by  tne  largest  naval  Power  in  Europe.  Mr.  Q. 
wi.>hed  to  know  ihe  real  motives  of  this  bill.  He 
could  see  no  good  it  could  do,  but  some  evil. 

It  had  been  said,  that  it  was  necessary  to  show 
that  we  are  determined  to  resist  attack.  He  did 
not  think  ii  necessary  now  to  show  to  the  world, 
that  the  American  nation  will  resist  any  attack 
that  roar  be  made  against  ber.  If  there  could  be 
any  doubt  of  this,  it  must  be  occasioned  by  a  bill 
of  this  kind ;  which  appears  to  say,  that  no  reli- 
ance is  bad  upon  the  people  at  large.  Nay,  ihia 
bill  by  proposing  the  extra vagaot  number  of  fiStj 
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tboQEand  men,  destrof  siu  ovd  object,  and  seems  to 
declare,  that  we  mean  to  confine  our  ex«ttioni  to 

p«per. 

Mr.  Harfeb  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  Peon- 
Eylrauia  had  dow,  for  the  6rst  lime,  began  to 
prophesy  what  would  be  the  effect  of  those  meas- 
nres  which  he  does  not  like,  some  reliance  mishi, 
perbapo,  be  placed  upon  hi«  predictions ;  but  wben 
a  eourae  of  events,  to  which  he  had  always  been 
opposed,  had  flaiif  eoolradicted  every  one  of  his 
predtctioDs,  it  was  bnt  with  a  bad  grace  tb^t  he 
r«-oommences  his  prophesies.  He  takes  care  to 
rrfute  his  own  argnmems.  Truth  presses  him  so 
hard,  that  at  all  the  windings  which  be  takes  to  get 
out  of  its  way,  he  is  still  met  by  it  at  erety  tarn. 

Alone  lime  the  gentleman  telb  the  House  this 
is  a  dangerous  measure ;  at  another,  that  it  will 
be  useless  and  can  do  nothing;  then,  that  this 
measure  haring  heretofore  been  useless,  and  thai 
not  having  been  carried  into  effect,  proved  (bal 
there  was  no  occasion  for  the  law.  It  was  seri- 
ously said  that  because  the  law  had  not  been  acted 
upon,  it  was  therefore  a  useless  precaution.  Is  it 
possibtej  said  Mr.  H.,  that  areuments  more  flatly 
contradictory  could  be  osed?  We  were  not  in- 
vaded. Why?  Because  the  power  from  whom 
invasion  was  apprehended,  wanted  the  inclina- 
tion 7  Ask  the  Bgyplians,  or  the  Swiss,  if  they 
wanted  the  power?  It  was  not  because  they 
wanted  either  the  inclination  or  the  power ;  it  was 
owing  to  those  energetic  measures  having  been 
taken  by  this  country,  which  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  continually  opposed,  since  those 
measures  showed  that  this  country  was  ready  to 
meet  an  invasion;  that  the  Government  and  peo- 
ple were  determined  to  repel  any  aggressions 
which  might  be  attempted;  and  the  aggressors 
having  more  diiposiiion  to  plunder,  than  to  fight, 
kept  away. 

The  provisional  army  had  been  objected  to;  but 
it  bad  doubtless  been  one  of  those  measures  which 
had  preserved  the  country  from  invasion — from 
that  depredating  plan  which  the  French  have  ex- 
ecuted on  other  countries.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  says,  that  a  peace  in  Europe 
will  settle  all  our  difficulties;  that  af\er  that  eveot 
we  shall  have  nothing  to  do  but  settle  some  old 
accounts.  Does  the  gentleman  forget  that  it  was 
not  till  after  a  peace  was  made  with  the  Empe- 
ror of  Qermany,  that  the  Swiss  Cantons  were 
■track  by  Fiance ;  that  France  had  been  on  good 
terms  with  Switzerland  for  several  years,  and  had 
talked  about  friendship  and  affection,  but  the  mo- 
ment that  a  peace  look  place  with  the  Emperor, 
she  laid  all  her  professions  aside,  and  seized  upon 
the  country  1  If  he  has  forgotten  this,  it  is  a  lit' 
tie  extraordinary ;  and  if  he  does  not  know  it, 
his  knowledge  la  far  too  circumscribed  to  legis- 
late for  a  country  like  this.  France  has  found 
out  this  country  is  more  determined,  something 
stronger  than  she  expected;  but  her  principle  is 
everywhere  the  same;   she  chooses  to  have  as 


few 


>s  she  CI 


Wben  we  hear  of  a  peace  at  Baatadt  takl 
place,  is  it  more  likely  that  a  general  peace  w 


:  take  place?  No;  it  is  less  likely  than  before,  as 
France  will  be  more  at  liberty  to  attend  to  those 
Powers  which  remain.  We  have  heard,  in  eon- 
sequence  of  this  peace,  that  permission  has  been 
asked  of  Spain,  to  march  100,000  men  through 
her  territories  to  attack  Portugal.  This  shows  the 
result  of  bei  system  of  policy,  viz:  to  set  rid  of 
one  enemy,  that  they  may  proceed  with  greater 
effect  against  another. 

If  Spain  is  so  loit,  so  humbled  a  slave  at  ihe 
foot  of  Franctk  said  Mr.  B.,  as  to  permit  a  French 
army  to  pass  tnrough  her  territory  to  attack  Por- 
tugal, what  shell  hinder  her  from  giving  up  Louisia- 
na to  France,  in  order  to  enable  her  to  attack  us  7 
Is  such  a  reject  less  likely  than  the  invasion  of 
Egypt  1  The  moment  a  French  army  enten  Ihe 
territory  of  Spain,  Spain  will  become,  in  effect,  a 
dependence  of  France,  and  the  King  a  Viceroy 
of  the  Executive  Diieeiory,  ready  to  do  whatev- 
er they  may  ask  of  him. 

And  does  not  this  state  of  things  make  il  wis- 
dom in  us.  to  prepare  a  force  which  will  enable 
this  country  to  defend  itself  against  any  attack 
which  may  be  made  upon  it? 

But,  perhaps,  it  may  be  said,  that  France  is  boi 
disposed  to  invade  this  countr^.  Let  us  bear  the 
opinion  of  a  man,  said  Mr.  H.,  deserving  of  is 
much  credit  as  any  geoilemaii  on  this  Soor.  Mr. 
H.  had  reference  to  an  answer  of  QenersI  Pinck- 
ney,  one  of  our  late  Envoys  to  Prance,  to  an  ad- 
dress presented  to  him  by  the  lotendant  and  War- 
dens of  the  city  of  Charleston,  which  be  read  as 
follows : 

"  To  retain  to  my  comiliyniMi,  onsoooeMlu]  in  th« 
mission  of  poaoe  and  reooncilialion  on  which  I  wt* 
delegatod,  i*  no  doubt  painiiil  in  a  high  degree  to  m; 
fadings ;  bnt  to  raoeive,  on  my  return,  the  testimonies 
of  their  utprobatian  while  abiosd,  goes  hi  indeed  to 
allBTt«t«  those  feelings,  and  to  compensate  fi>r  the  in- 
dignitiea  and  insults  so  liberally  bestowed  upon  me  bj 
the  Government  to  which  I  was  deputed.  With  re- 
spect to  that  Power,  yon  most  have  observed  with  pride, 
that  the  uiergetic  measoree  of  the  United  Stiles  hsTe 
already  prodaoed  the  efiect  to  dlsnge  their  mode  of 
procedure ;  but  permil  me,  gentlemen,  tu  nj,  that 
nom  the  intimate  knowledge  of  that  nation,  whidi  I 
have  had  an  opportuni^  to  ponee— ,  1  am  thorooghly 
persuaded  that  no  alleratiati  baa  taken  place  in  their 
■yrtem.  It  ia  with  pleaanie  J  observe,  thU  you  an 
awate  of  their  inimical  views  towards  os,  wben  yoo 
tell  me  that  ooi  citiietu  are  prepared  to  meet  at  the 
point  of  the  iword  any  attacks  that  may  be  made  on 
their  sovereignty  and  independence.  The  experience 
of  several  yeara  has  shown  us,  soil  the  occurrences  of 
eveiy  day  must  convince  us,  that  in  no  other  msnnai 
can  be  met  the  daring  encroachments  of  a  people, 
who,  abusing  the  honorable  title  of  Republicans,  are 
bending  thdr  whole  strength  to  sobvert,  m  every  quar- 
ter of  the  globe,  the  holy  blesainga  of  dvil  l^iiy,  and 
the  preeions  rights  of  atjf-govemment :  a  peoj^e  whom 
aa  candid  ap^al  to  jostioe,  no  daini  of  ancient  friend- 
ship, sndno  nniBiliation  can  for  one  moment  divest 
from  their  long  [danoed  syatan  of  Kenatil  opposilioB. 
Poree  alone  is  left  to  those  whom  aba  haa  injined;  and 
happy  the  DaliMi,  whom  the  inaidiou  arts  of  her  de- 
atmclive  p<diC7  luve  not  already  deprived  of  this  nli- 
t*i7  raaonica.     Anarica  is  stiU  ammig  Ihe  nnmbei." 
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Here  said  Mr.  H.,  we  hare  ihe  opinioD  of  a  man 
not  remaiaing  oo  Ibis  side  of  the  Ailaolic,  aad 
rounded  oo  suTinise,  but  who  has  been  three  yeais 
in  France,  whose  duty  it  was,  from  his  omcial 
cbaracter,  lo  watch  all  the  uiovementsof  that  Got- 
ernmeai ;  and  "he  declares  ibat  though  she  may 
change  her  measures,  she  would  not  change  her 
system,  and  that  if  we  supposed  so,  it  would  be  a 
fatal  delusion,  Hr.  H.  r»a  (he  foUowiug  extract 
fiom  another  answer  of  tha  same  gentleman,  to 
u  address  presented  to  him  by  the  (Mcers  of  the 
seventh  brigade  of  Charleston; 

■■  With  hBartfelt  plnnira  I  ne  llie  maitial  ardor  whii^ 
nrndea  all  cliiei  of  m;  fitUow-ciliiani,  and  their 
WdBtermnuaion  to  rapport  onr  rights  and  ind^end- 
■nce.  An  hiUtual  dialiks  to  prepare  for  boitila  miat- 
toee,  vid  apath;  with  rwpect  la  iiati<»al  honor,  tiM  cer- 
tunt;  pTOToke  aggiMaiott  m  all  amlutiona  and  powoifal 
BttUa  i  while  on  the  olhar  hand  a  preparation  for  war, 
t  BucciB  union  among  all  Ihe  dtiiett*  of  the  Blale,  whe- 
dut  Ihej  are  called  b;  the  voice  of  their  countrr 
conmand  or  to  obey,  irith  a  strong  manifestatibn 
mpport  our  nation^  ri^ti,  nill  aa  certainly  piodv 
A»  eftct  of  checking  (he  criminal  enteipnw*  of  the 
Bsat  lapaciona  and  aapiiing  foe.  Yon  are  pleaaed  to 
idiaBnc,  that  yonr  senfilnh^  wat  oAen  awakened  by 
^  nnwoithy  and  inaidicwii  traatnentaluch  [  racked, 
■nd  which,  through  me,  waa  efiered  to  oar  eovatry, 
bj  tlKMB  we  an  lUaly  aatnmed  onr  fiieadi.  Permit 
ma,(Hi  this  occawHi,  to  wy  that  if  ny  own  behnga  were 
oAeo  excited  bT  the  inanlting  conduct  of  Fiance,  their 
keennaei  wai  oovbty  augmented,  when  I  reOectad  that 
thii  treatment  wai  dire^ed  towards  a  people,  whom  I 
bad  10  Utely  left  OTeitlowing  with  the  wannest  effusions 
of  ibrtoous  friendship.  Buloormindaarenow  awaken- 
ed to  the  views  of  that  nation.  Let  ns  baaten,  than, 
mj  fdlow-aiddiers,  sa  onr  OTertoias  fi>r  peace  have  been 
joined  with  contempt,  to  prepare  with  active  energy 
ur  war.  The  deapota  of  rrance  will,  I  am  sure,  at- 
tsmpttodiannile  ns,  fin  they  are  ituidions  and  cunning  ; 
bni  I  conjnre  you  to  exert  tha  ntmoat  ligiUnce,  lo 
detect  and  guard  againt  their  wilee,  and  lo  frnatrata 
Qmii  HadUBvelian  policy.  They  will,  by  fallacioUB  pro- 
psobons,  eadea*or  to  relax  our  setiti^ ;  b«  earaM  how 
yon  tmst  them,  and  ba  in  raadiney  to  repel  (heir  boa- 
tilitisi ;  for  thay  sre  vindictiTet  fiene,  and  nnrelanting, 
ud  th^  aaimoiity  against  tuisronaid  bj  the  verv  in- 
jniia  which  we  have  sustained  at  their  haoda.  Let  a 
•irenuans  applieatiaa  confirm  your  diacipline  ;  let  the 
uithauaam  of  pnblio  virtue  *"■"■***  your  exertioBs  i 
let  s  confidence  in  the  joatiee  of  yoiu  cause  elevate 
yam  hopes,  and  tha  eSoris  of  your  valor  will  taanie 
yon  victory." 

These  are  the  counsels,  said  Mr.  H.  to  which 
tliis  country  ought  to  listen,  and  not  to  those  false 
predictors,  to  those  miserable  politicians,  who 
would  haye  left  this  country  a  prey  to  the  aesign* 
of  France. 

We  are  told,  said  Mr.  H.,  of  steps  having  been 
taken  towards  a  negotiation.  By  whom  are  theae 
lakeii?  By  the  Executive  to  whum  the  power  of 
raising  this  army  is  to  be  given.  And  after  this 
instance  of  hit  unwillingneM  to  have  recourse  lo 
force,  except  he  is  absolutely  obliged  to  it,  no  fear 
ODgbt  to  be  entertained  about  trusting  him  with 
power.  When  he  manifested  such  alacrity  to 
meet  the  slightest  advance,  even  the  appearance 
of  advances,  on  the  part  of  the  French  Oovem- 


ment,  it  caauot  be  supposed  that  he  will  be  inclin' 
ed  to  abuse  this  power.  On  the  contrary,  he 
thought  it  was  sufficient  to  show  that  whatever 

lent  of  power  was  placed  in  the  Executive,  it 

ould  not  be  abused. 

At  what  moment,  said  Mr.  H.  is  it  necessary  to 
make  the  greatest  display  offeree'!  Is  it  not  at 
tbe  season  when  peftce  is  about  to  be  treated  for  1 
Ought  a  nation  not  to  show  at  such  a  moment, 
that  if  their  disputes  cannot  be  aitjfs'^  amicably, 
they  are  prepared  to  do  themselves  justice  by  tha 
sword  7  All  nations  who  have  hu  any  title  to 
wisdom  in  their  proceedingii,  have  acted  ibaa.  . 
This,  said  Mr.  H.  u  the  dictate  of  wise  policy, 
except  the  word  negotiation  was  to  be  conatderea 
aa  BDOlher  name  for  submission.  This  will  show, 
that  though  we  are  willing  to  mtike  peace,  we  are 
determined  to  defend  our  country,  our  liberty  and 
independence ;  that  we  are  not  to  be  lulledinio  se- 
curity by  insidious  propositions.  If  they  ore  not 
insidious,  there  can  be  no  doubt  peace   ^ 


rill  be 


ihould  be  ready  to  meet  the  design.  Indeed 
the  measure  proposed  may  render  that  sincere, 
which  was  originally  insidious;  when  the  Fretielt 
find  we  cannot  be  duped,  they  may  change  their 
dispositioI^  and  desire  to  have  peace  with  lu. 

But  gentlemen  say  this  is  an  advance  in  our 
measures.  Mr.  U.  was  of  a  diflcrent  opinion. 
Our  position  consists  in  the  ground  taken,  and  not 
in  the  means  employed.  Our  posture  was  that  of 
defence.  We  said  that  we  could  not  make  wnr, 
but  we  would  repel  with  vigor  the  aggresaiona  oC 
France,  and  we  now  only  mean  to  add  greater 
means  to  this  position.  If  a  proposition  was  oo 
the  table  to  declare  war,  or  to  gram  letters  of  t»- 

Kital.  or  to  take  French  merchant  ships,  it  might 
called  an  advance  of  meaaures;  but  this  could 
not,  as  it  was  only  atrengiheniikg  the  ground  ber»- 
lofore  taken. 

Mr.  McDowBLL  obaerved,  that  the  Eentleman 
from  South  Carolina  had  indulged  his  usnal 
warmth,  and  taken  another  opportunity  of  abusinjr 
the  French  Government,  ana  of  flattering  himacu 
and  friends  upon  the  success  which  had  attended 
the  measures  which  they  had  heretofore  brou^t 
forward.  He  atlrihutad  the  change  in  the  eon- 
duct  of  France  to  different  causes.  Mr.  UcD. 
said  he  was  one  of  those  who  voted  againat  theee 
measure*  at  the  last  sessioit,  and  of  those  who  dia- 
believed  all  that  was  then  said  about  IM  invasion. 
The  event  bad  shown  he  was  right.  Much  bad 
been  said  about  having  this  army  on  paper.  He 
did  not  believe  the  French  nation  was  to  be  awed 
by  an  army  on  paper,  or  that  it  would  iofluenctt 
her  conduct  If  he  thought  odierwise,  he  eeiw 
tainFy  should  not  be  opposed  to  iL  If  this  country 
were  to  be  invaded  by  Louisiana,  as  had  beea 
suggested,  could  this  eventual  army  be  nailed  into 
existence  in  a  day,  or  a  month,  to  march  againat 
them?  No,  reliance  must  be  had  upon  tbelroopa 
in  service,  and  upon  the  militia.  These  tbirtr 
regiments  upon  paper  would  be  of  im>  use  in  sneh. 
a  case.  Dependenee  must  be  bad,  in  all  oaiea  of 
emergency,  in  the  first  instance,  on  the  milttin) 
until  r^iuar  troopa  could  b«  tUMd. 
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Mr.  LiviiraaTON  represeDted  this 
wholly  nnnecessary,  and  as  taking  new  groUQit, 
which  he  thought  impolitic  aader  present  circum- 
stances. A  prorisional  armv  had  already  been 
ordered,  and  an  uncondilional  army,  which  ia  not 
yet  raised.  Besides,  he  believed  the  defence  of 
(his  country  ought  to  be  left  [o  olher  ihan  merce- 
narv  bands,  he  thought  the  mililia,  the  yeomanry 
of  tbe  country,  its  proper  defence  ol  which  eig-ht^ 
tboDsaad  had  been  ordered   lo  be  held  in  readi- 

Mr.  Habtlet  did  not  apprehend  thai  there 
would  be  an^  necesiiity  for  raising  this  army ;  but 
he  believed  it  would  be  proper  to  give  the  Presi- 
dent this  power.  He  had  great  reliance  on  the 
Tolunleer  corps.  If  genilemeD  think  twenty-four 
regiments  of  infantry  too  mBDy;  the  number  may 
be  lessened ;  but  he  lioped  the  section  would  not 
be  Etiuck  out. 

Mr.  PiNCKNET  rose  lo  notice  an  expression 
which  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
which  he  presumed  he  did  not  consider  so  fully  as 
he  generallv  considers  what  be  delivers ;  or  else  it 
did  not  strike  bis  mind  in  the  same  light  that  it 
appeared  to  him.  That  gentleman  said,  "  he 
wished  the  defence  of  this  country  to  be  placed 
in  other  than  mercenary  bands."  The  geniteman 
certainly  did  not  wish  to  reBect  upon  oor  Army, 
and  yet  the  word  seemed  to  convey  that  idea. 
Mr.  P.'s  idea  of  a  mercenary  soldier  was,  one 
who  did  not  come  forward  for  the  defence  of  his 
own  country,  but  who  was  ready  to  be  hired  to 
any  country  who  might  want  him.  The  term 
"mercenary,"  was  illy  applied  to  our  Army.  The 
Army  employed  in  the  last  war  received,  and  our 
present  Bslahlishment  receive  compensation  for 
their  services,  and  so  do  the  militia,  when  called 
into  service;  therefore,  if  the  regular  Army  are 
to  be  called  mercenaries,  merely  because  they 
receive  pay,  the  militia  ought  also  to  be  so  termed, 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  as  well  as  the 
gentleman  from  Peunsylvania.seems  to  think  that 
this  measure  is  a  departure  from. the  ground 
which  bad  been  taken  at  the  last  session.  His 
idea  was,  that  it  was  a  continuance  of  those  mea- 
sures which  were  in  contempli 
the  offer  of  negotiation  from  Fi 

But  what  Mr.  P.  rose  principally  to  remark 
upon  was,  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentlemen 
from  Pennsylvania  and  North  Carolma  with  re- 
spect to  this  being  an  army  on  paper.  He  had 
attended  ,lo  their  arguments,  expecting  they  would 
have  shown  some  evil  consequences  that  miffht 
arise  from  this  law,  but  none  were  shown.  The 
objection  to  it  was,  that  it  was  merely  an  army 
upon  paper;  a  paper  defence,  which  could  hare 
na  good  effect,  but  the  contrary.  If,  said  Mr.  P., 
we  attempted  to  put  an  army  on  paper  beyond 
what  the  resources  of  the  United  States  could 
raise,  then  indeed  it  would  look  like  vain  boast- 
ing ;  but  if  the  force  was  recollected  which  the 
United  Stales  proposed  to  raise,  at  a  time  when 
they  did  not  possess  one-half  of  the  resources 
which  they  now  have;  that,  instead  of  thirty,  they 
then  proposed  to  raiae  eighty  regiments,  and  be 


e  being  made 


believed  an  addition  of  sixteen,  makinz  ninety-Fii 
in  the  whole;  if  during  the  period  of  our  Revo- 
lution, the  resources  of  the  United  Slates  wen 
equal  to  the  keepiog  in  pay  ninety-six  regimenu, 
surely  an  addition  of  thirty  regiments,  in  our  pre- 
sent circumstances,  could  not  be  considered  u 
mere  boasting. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  present  army  is  not  full, 
and  that  the  army  ordered  to  be  raised  is  not  [ct 
raised.  This,  Mr.  P.  said,  was  no  arguoieat 
against  the  present  bill  for  raising  men  when  they 
shall  be  found  necessary.  No  attempt  has  beea 
made  to  raise  the  new  troops;  if  there  had  been, 
they  would  doubilesshave  been  raised.  The  offi- 
cers have  only  lately  been  named  ;  which  is  ano- 
ther proof  that  steps  are  not  taken  by  the  Presi- 
dent before  they  are  necessary. 

Mr.  T.  CLAtBORNB  had  attended  to  the  ar^ 
menis  which  had  been  adduced  on  this  occasion, 
and  had  heard  a  great  deal  of  declamation  from 
the  genilemaa  from  South  Carolina.  Mr.  C- 
could  not  think  that  any  nation  would  beliew 
that  an  army  on  paper  was  an  army  indeed.  All 
nations  know  that  we  have  a  mililia,  which  we 
look  upon  as  our  bulwark  of  defence;  and  he  vm 
not  willing  to  degrade  the  United  Slates  so  much 
in  the  eye  of  the  world  as  to  let  it  appear  that  ' 
Congress  should  think  it  necessary  to  put  on  pi- 
per something  merely  to  make  foreigtiers  beliere 
that  we  have  an  army,  when  we  have  none.  We 
have  an  army  at  hand  following  the  plough, but 
ready  to  come  forward  whenever  called  upon; 
not,  indeed,  to  play  giants  which  gentlemen  them- 
selves raise  and  kill ;  but,  if  giants  indeed  aPP*"^) 
we  shall  have  a  mililia  ready  to  slay  them.  Paw- 
ing laws  like  the  present,  he  said,  was  laying  ad- 
ditional duties  upon  the  President,  who  hadalresdy 
sufficient  upon  bis  hands— duties  which  he  did  ooi 
believe  he  wished  to  have.  The  world  knows 
what  we  can  do — ihey  know  that  when  necessity 
calls,  said  Mr.  C,  we  shall  march  to  a  man,  Mr. 
Chairman,  and  what  better  men  cuuld  march  tbu 
you  and  I,  sir?  He  wished  to  hear  no  more  of 
these  imaginary  giants. 

Mr.  LiviNoaTON  and  Mr.  Datton  rose  Wge- 
ther.  The  latter  having  the  preference  sain,  at 
hoped  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  when  be 
rose,  would  declare  (for  he  had  not  heard  the  gen- 
tleman) whether  he  had  called  the  Army  of  the 
United  Stales  a  mercenary  army,  in  the  manner 
mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, and  whether  he  meant  thus  to  call  thetnl 

Mr.  LiviN0BTOKexplained,and  justified  iheuM 
of  the  word  "mercenary"  as  applied  to  regulM 
troops,  in  contradistinction  to  militia.  I' ■w?'«J 
equally  apply,  he  said,  to  all  persons  who  receivw 
wages  for  their  services. 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  the  gentleman  from  W,^* 
York  had  shielded  himself  under  a  poor,  pi"^™ 
evasion.  The  term  "  mercenary"  could  oolj' M 
applied  to  men  who  are  engaged  for  life  as  sol- 
diers, and  who  make  a  trade  of  arms ;  where»s  >" 
this  country  the  longest  period  of  service  is  1"^ 
years;  others  are  only  enlisted  for  ihree  yesisi 
and  the  men  for  the  army  now  in  view  are  on^ 
to  serve  so  long  as  danger  threatens  us.    He  *•' 
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Hue  th«  gendemiD  would  be  asbamrd  of  the  ex- 
ptessioD ;  not  onljr  bcCRQse  it  was  a  reflection  upon 
the  preseot  army,  but,  if  he  bad  aoy  feeling,  he 
miui  haTc  known  ibal  tvery  member  on  this  float 
mnit  coDdemn  the  expression,  ax  it  was  owing  to 
a  description  of  troops  which  he  his  called  "mer- 
cenary" tbai  that  gentleman  is  entitled  to  his  seat 
on  ihia  floor;  and  the  roakiof  use  of  such  an  ez- 
premion  waa,  therefore,  indirectly  to  abuse  the 
men  who  placed  him  wnere  he  ia. 
Mr.  LiviNSBTOH  denied  that  be  bad  used  an; 

Mr.  PiMCBKCT  could  assore  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  that  he  nerer  made  use  of  any  argu- 
ment DO  ihii  floor  with  a  Tiew  of  gaining  popa- 
Uritr  with  any  other  body  of  men,  or  with  the 
people  at  large ;  but,  when  he  heard  epilbets  used 


luty  to  tak  

obmie  any  ill  cfiecu  which  they  are  calculated 
toptoduee.  The  gentletnan  from  New  York  has 
giTcn  the  House  a  deSnition  of  the  word  "  metce- 
niry"and  hi*  friend  from  PeniiEvlTania  has  given 
ooeviiieh  differs  very  materially  from  it.  The 
laiier  gentlemen  bad,  in  substance,  ffiven  the  same 
dtfiDciion  of  the  term  which  behad  niraself  giren; 
but.  at  the  same  lime,  the  gentleman  says,  no  re- 
flection could  hare  been  intended  upon  the  pre- 
Mut  inny. 

Who  then,  said  Mr.  P.,  are  th«  "mercenarv 
bands,"  according  to  the  gentleman  from  Peonsyi- 
Tinii's  opinion,  who  wilt  fight  in  anybody's 
eiiue,  if  piiid  7  It  never  could  epplj  justly  (o  an 
uiDT  of  the  United  States;  and  it  ii  in  vain  for 

Ctiemen  to  talk  about  standing  armies — they 
w  that  the  proposed  army  is  to  be  raised^  if 
raised  at  all,  for  a  specific  purpose,  and  for  a  lim- 
ited term.  Neither  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyt- 
nnia.  nor  the  geDilemaD  from  New  York,  he  be- 
liereo,  were  in  our  Revolutionary  Army.  He 
liad  the  honor  of  serTing  in  that  army;  and  he 
knew  that  an  imputation  of  this  kind  was  always 
considered  by  the  soldiers  of  that  tirae  as  the 

SeatEsi  insult.  They  were  not  men  who  fought 
r  wages ;  they  came  forward  in  defence  of  their 
toDDiry  equally  with  the  militia,  and  could  with 
no  more  propriety  be  called  mercenary  than  the 
toiliiia.  If  the  gentleman  had  called  the  troops 
1  T»Dlar  army,  be  should  not  have  objected  to 
■1;  tnt  he  could  not  suffer  them  to  be  called  mer- 
Mtary,  without  noticing  the  expression. 

Hr.  Gallatin  was  a  liitle  surprised  thai  tbe 
grailemen  from  Bonih  Carolin  and  New  Jersey 
shDnld  have  taken  so  much  alarm  at  the  exptcs- 
•ionofihe  gentleman  from  New  York.  He  won- 
dered tt  their  ingenuity  in  making  it  a  reflection 
on  the  lut  American  Army,  or  on  the  officers  of 
toe  present  Army.  He  could  see  no  reason  for 
Ibis,  except  it  was  to  destroy  those  prejudices 
'pich  exist  in  the  American  mind  in  favor  of 
miJiiia  and  against  a  standing  Army,  ia  order  lo 
pave  the  way  for  this  kind  of  defence  in  ihe  place 
of  militia.  The  term  mercenary  troopx  was  to 
«  understood  in  a  variety  of  senses.  It  lome- 
^es  nteau  thoae  troops  in  foreign  coastriea 


who  sell  their 


aud  their  blood  to 


to  an}r 


country  which  will  purchase  ibem;  sometimes  it 
means  those  who  fight  for  pay,  in  contradi^ticiioa 
to  those  who,  perhaps,  finht  for  plunder ;  but  the 
term  baa  the  meaning  given  to  it  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  viz :  soldiers  who  fight  far 


very  valuable.  All  descriptions  of  d 
ceive  pay  for  their  services  may  in  that  sense  be 
called  mercenary,  as  contradisiinguised  from  those 
who  might,  not  a«  a  profenion,  hut  occasionally, 
do  the  same  services.  In  that  sense,  you  mi^ht 
call  lawyers  who  speak  for  money,  mercenaries. 
Does  this  make  the  profession  disreputable  1  No; 
but  it  is  perfectly  well  understood  that  both  ikoae 
who  practice  the  law  and  tboae  who  go  into  the 
Army,  do  so  for  the  sake  of  the  emolnments  aria- 
ing  from  each,  and  that  both  are  not  less  honora- 
ble professions  for  tbal  circumstance. 

Mr.  Q.  believed  the  term  mercenary  properly 
applied  to  an  army  which  is  raised,  not  for  any 
specific  purpose^  but  for  the  purpose  of  fighting  in 
any  cause  in  which  their  Qovernment  may  choose 
to  employ  them.  A  distinction  ought  to  be  made 
between  <£cers  and  privates,  in  Ibis  respect,  be- 
cause officers  can  resign  if  they  do  not  like  the 
employment,  but  privates  cannot.  But  from  this 
deonition  of  the  term,  he  could  see  nothing  in  it 
which  would  apply  either  to  the  late  Army,  or  to 
any  Army  which  may  be  raised  against  France, 
but  it  would  solely  and  precisely  apply  to  any 
permanent  esiablisiimenl  which  may  be  projected 
for  this  country,  Nor  had  it  anything  to  do  with 
the  fltst  section  of  this  bill,  which  contained 
merely  an  abstract  proposition ;  that  section  waa 
objectionable  only  so  far  as  it  formed  a  part  of  a 
bifl  calculated,  in  his  view,  to  raise  a  standing 
Army  to  be  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  militia. 

As  to  tbe  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Harper,)  he  should  Uke  no  notice 
of  them.  That  gentleman  always  gave  the 
Haueeahandsomedeclamation  whenever  he eonld 
introduce  the  extravagances  of  (he  French  Oot- 
ernment,  which  he  was  not  displeased  to  bear, 
since  there  was  generally  something  handsome 
in  the  language,  even  when  there  was  nothing 
novel  in  tbe  matter;  but  as  to  the  application  <tt 
his  observations  to  the  present  subject,  he  eotild 
not  see  how  the  gentleman  had  connected  the  two 

Bdr.  Q.did  not  mean  to  prophesy  anythingaboot 
Franca  The  genllemao  may  l>e  correct  in  hia 
fiights  and  fancies,  for  aughi  he  knew ;  but  as  to 
the  conclusions  he  drew,  be  did  not  think  any  ar- 
gument necessary  to  repel  them. 

Mr.  Batard  remarked  upon  the  ingenuity  dia> 

Slayed  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  in 
efence  of  tbe  epithet  used  by  his  friend  from 
New  York.  He  bad  no  doubt  that  gentleman 
well  understood  both  the  word  and  the  thing.  He 
spoke  of  mercenary  troops  and  mercenary  law- 
yers, but  there  were  other  mercenaries  whom  he 
had  omitted.    He  might  have  added  mercenary 

eiriots  and  mercenary  politicians,  of  whom  we 
ve  bad  but  too  many  examples.  He  might  also 
hare  said,  that  there  were  mercenary  poIitieiaH 
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imported  from  abroad,  as  well  as  mercenary  iroops> 
[Mr.  Eqqleston  roite  to  call  tLe  gentlemaa  to 
order;  and  was  proceeding  lo  state  tbe  irapropri- 
etv  of  peraonal  reflections,  but  there  naa  a  gene- 
m  cry  of  order — iliat  a  member  waa  on  the  floor. 
The  Spbikbb  desired  Mr.  B.  to  proceed.]  Mr. 
B.  believed  he  war  Qot  more  out  ot  order  than  the 
ffeDllemaD  from  PenDBylvaaia ;  but  what  fell 
from  him  might  make  a  difierent  impression  upon 
the  geatleman  from  Virgiaia.  He  was  saying, 
that  amODgst  .other  mercenaries  there  might  oe 
merceoary  politiciaas.  Hedid  not  know  why  he 
should  be  uodersiood  as  having  particular  refer- 
ence  to  persons  in  that  House.  Did  the  genlle- 
mau  from  Virginia  mean  to  allege  that  any  per- 
sona were  described  by  what  he  said  ?  He  should 
be  glad  if  the  geallemen  would  point  them  out. 
When  the  genUeman  from  Pennsylvania  spoke  of 
mercenary  lawyers,  he  supposed  he  did  not  allude 
to  any  honorable  gentleman  on  that  Boor  of  that 
profession.  He  believed  further,  with  respect  to 
~UY  poliiioiatts,  that  there  were  some  who 


were  douoly  merceoary ;  they  received  pav  from 
their  own  CtoverameDi,  and  also  from  a  loreign 
Qovemment,  end,  actually  served  a  foreign  Oov- 
^omeni,  whiUi  they  are  receiving  the  pay  of 
their  own. 

But  to  recur  to  tbe  sense  in  which  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  had  used  the  word  merce- 
narf .  He  believed  the  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey was  perfectly  correct  when  he  said  that  the 
tens  can  only  be  applied  to  troops  whose  princi- 
|»l  object  is  to  receive  pajr,  wiibout  any  motive 
of  rendering  service  to  tlieir  country.  If  the  term 
was  to  be  understood  in  any  other  sense,  the  mi- 
litia of  the  country  might  as  well  be  called  mer- 
eenaries  as  auy  other  soldiers,  since  they  receive 
pay  for  their  Be rvioes.  Indeed,  if  ail  men  are  mer- 
cenary who  receive  waces,  we  had  a.  mercenary 
President,  a  mercenary  Vice  President,  a  merce- 
nary Senate,  and  a  merceoary  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. In  thai  case,  the  clergy  would  be  as 
DDUch  mercenaries  as  officers  in  tne  Army,  since 
both  receive  pay  for  their  services.  Nor  would 
the  gentleman  be  able  to  find  a  man  who  is  not  a 
mercenary.  For  this  term,  said  Mr.  B.,  has  a 
peculiar  signiGcati6n ;  and  whenever  we  speak  of 
■  mercenary  army,  we  mean  10  say  it  is  an  army 
devoid  of  patriotism  and  virtue,  whose  soldiers 
serve  alone  for  the  sake  of  money ;  and  he  was 
certain  no  Keotleman  coold  say  this  description 
could  be  applied  to  the  Army  of  the  United  Stales. 
Qentlemen  knew  the  fact  was  otherwise ;  they 
know  Ibat  the  Army  of  the  United  States  is  made 
up  of  the  yeomanry  and  other  citizens  of  the 
country,  who  have  a  common  interest  with  their 
fellow-citizens  in  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of 
the  country ;  and  with  respect  to  officers  in  the 
Army,  he  believed  the  money  received  for  their 
services  was  the  least  consideration.  They  had 
come  forward  to  offer  their  services  at  a  mo- 
ment when  our  tkational  independence  was  threat- 
ened. He  was  confident,  therefore,  that  the  term 
could  not  ai^ly  to  our  Army. 

This  bill,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  not  positively  to  raise 
u  army,  but  eventually  to  do  so,  and  therefore 


he  could  see  no  connexion  between  it  and  the 
present  state  of  Europe,  or  the  probability  of  an 
invasioD,  or  the  probability  of  a  peace  atRasiadt; 
since  no  army  is  contemplated  to  be  raided,  ex- 
cept in  case  of  war,  and  no  man  could  say  such 
an  arioy  would  not  be  necessary  in  cbmc  of  ioTa- 
sioD.  Will  the  militia,  said  Mr.  B_  be  competntt 
for  your  defence  in  such  a  case?  If  you  call 
them  into  service,  their  time  will  expire  before 
they  can  be  well  brought  to  act;  for,  in  the  lui 
war,  by  the  time  the  militia  had  arrived  at  the 
place  of  their  destination^  and  could  be  brought  to 
operate,  their  times  expired,  and,  at  momenti  of 
the  greatest  emergency,  there  was  no  power  to 
detain  them.  He  did  not  think  it  would  be  pru- 
dent, therefore,  to  let  the  safety  of  tbe  eoini try  de- 
pend upoD  such  a  source. 

No  one,  said  Mr.  B..  doubts  the  discretion  of  the 
President.  He  has  been  trusted  with  the  power 
with  respect  to  the  provisiooal  army,  and  hae 
shown  no  disposition  to  abuse  it  He  thought, 
therefore,  he  might  be  safely  trusted  with  this. 

Mr.  £aai.B8T0N  said,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware  has  so  ezplsined  his  meaning  as  to  sof- 
ten the  harshness  I  supposed  he  was  running  into 
when  I  called  (o  order,  1  only  rise  to  make  an  ob- 
servaiiuD  or  two  on  the  necessity  of  adhering  to 
decency  and  decorum  in  debate.  If  we  mean  to 
be  a  deliberating  assembly,  all  personalities  whe- 
ther against  individuals  or  descriptions  of  men, 
ought  to  be  avoided,  as  tending  to  inflame  and  not 
to  inform  or  convince  the  mind.  It  is  a  coarse  I 
shall  endeavor  to  pursue,  and  I  would  not  williitg- 
ly  reflect  on  any  member,  or  use  asperity  in  inter- 
preting his  expressions.  Nothing  can  be  more 
unfair  than  to  lay  hold  of  a  parlicular  word  used 
in  the  warmth  of  debate,  and  by  affixing  to  it  an 
invidious  meaning,  endeavor  to  excite  prejudice, 
as  in  the  present  instance.  If  there  are  any  ma- 
cenary  Dollticians,  as  hinted  by  the  gentlaDaB 
from  Delaware,  I  should  think  they  most  proba- 
bly would  be  found  among  those  who  are  anxious  , 
to  extend  Executive  influence^  patronage,  and 
power,  because,  as  Executive  fnends,  they  might 
expect  to  receive  tbe  emoluments  of  office. 

If  it  could  be  expected,  aaid  Mr.  E.,  that  preju- 
dice could  be  thrown  aside,  I  should  think  both 
sides  of  the  House  would  concur  in  rejecting  this 
bill;  for  the  armaments  and  expenditures  already 
authorized  will  consume  ail  the  receipts  of  tlte 
present  year ;  and,  of  course,  more  efficacy  will  be 
given  to  the  measures  already  adopted,  if  the  mo- 
ney is  received  to  carry  them  into  effect  And, 
if  thS'e  is  real  danger,  and  the  country  should  be 
invaded,  the  great  mass  of  the  peo|Je  will  be  aUt 
to  defend  it  until  Congress  can  be  assembled, 
and  while  the  regiments  now  established  are  rais- 
ing and  filling.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  bill  will  be 
rejected. 

Mr.  Harpbr  said  a  few  words  in  reference  to 
what  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  said 
about  his  nights  of  imagination. 

Mr.  LiviNOBTON  complained  that  he  had  not 
been  treated  with  candor.  After  he  had  given 
an  exptanaiioQ  of  the  term  which  he  had  ased,ht 
thought  a  different  meaning  ought  not  to  bare 
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beea  put  npon  it,  with  s  Tiew  of  exeiling  preju- 
4ite«  aniDftt  him. 

Mr.  Maook  believed,  if  the  kubjeci  had  been 
more  closely  Bliended  to,  the  questioD  might  hare 
b««n  uken  toug  ago.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
tbere  wu  do  Decevaity  for  the  prewni  bill,  u  our 
•&in  were  cerlainlf  in  a  better  coodilioii  ihan 
lut  Tear.  The  only  effect  which,  id  his  opinion, 
the  bill  would  have,  would  be  to  ascertaiD  bow 
ann^  people  would  apply  for  commiBsioiia  ander 
it;  for  BO  one  could  believe  the  army  would  erer 
be  laited,  u  it  ii  ealcDlated  upon  a  coniiDgency 
which  CBBBOI  poBubly  happvD  within  twelve 
m(»tlu,eooiideriog  ike  praMDt  Mate  of  the  French 
marine.  His  firineipal  objection  to  the  meaiure 
was  the  delegation  of  a  power  which  Coogtau 

^bt  alwayi  itself  to  exereite. 
be  quesiioa  on  striking  out  ibe  fint  KCtion  wai 
pnt  and  Degatived — 54  to  43. 

Ur.  Vairom  moved  an  amendment  to  prevent 
the  immediate  appointment  of  the  officers. 

Mr.  Oti8  considered  it  aa  the  principal  merit  of 
this  bill  that  tha  officers  of  the  proposed  eventoal 
army  may  be  immediately  appomted,  that  the  re- 
craiting  service  may  go  on  withoot  delav,  when- 
ever ttw  neeeasity  for  raising  ihem  shall  appear. 
Hi.  0.  said  it  waa  a  difficult  thing  to  make  a  se- 
lection of  officers  for  so  large  a  bodv  of  men  ;  five 
or  six  months  elapae  before  it  can  be  ascertained 
whether  ^iceri  will  accept  of  their  appoinimenis. 
The  officers,  thou^  appointed,  will  receive  no 
pay  nntil  they  enter  upon  actual  service;  and  it 
will  ceiiaioly  be  of  advantage  to  have  them  ap- 
wiated,  that  in  case  of  uecessity,  the  Secretary  of 
War  may  know  where  to  Bnd  them. 

Mr.  BooLESTOM  said,  bai  few  ofKcert  would  be 
wanted  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting;  and  whilst 
tboae  officers  were  employed  in  recruiting,  there 
wonjd  be  time  enough  to  appoint  the  othen. 

Mr.  HcDowBLL  remarkea,  that  what  the  gen- 
tleman from  MasMchuKtia  considered  as  the 
greatest  escelleocy  of  this  Ian,  he  considered  as 
Its  moat  objectionaUe  quality,  as  it  goes  to  enlist 
ihe  officers  on  the  side  of  the  President,  and  gave 
kim  an  influenca  which  he  ought  not  to  bave 
witbont  absolute  necessity  required  it.  Indeed, 
be  believed,  to  create  this  mfiuence  was  the  chief 
purpose  of  the  biU. 

On  the  question  being  pat,  it  waa  negatived — 
55  to  39. 

On  coming  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which  relates 
to  vduDieers, 

Mr.  W.  Claibobre  said,  this  pan  of  ibe  bill 
was  to  him  far  the  most  objectionable.  He  view- 
«d  it  aa  altogether  useless,  and  not  called  for  by 
the  nigency  of  the  times.  But  bis  principal  ob- 
jeciion  wna  to  the  uneonsiitDtioaaliiy  of  the  pro- 
vision,  (ince  the  volnnteen  are  resorted  to  in  lien 
of  the  militia,  and  to  be  employed  for  the  nur- 
P*)*!*  which  the  C<»stitutian  directs  the  militia 
shall  be  employed  for.  He  therefore  moved  to 
strike  out  the  6th  section ;  which,  if  agread  to,  the 
7lh  and  Sth  would  follow  of  course. 

Mr.  S.  SMiTa  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
neasea  was  aboat  to  have  made  a  different  motion. 
He  bad  ao  objection  to  a  part  of  this  seciioo,  as 


it  merely  goes  to  the  organizing  of  the  volunteers. 
He  hopnl  be  was  going  to  move  to  strike  out  that 
part  of  the  section  which  limits  the  employmant 
of  volunteers  lo  the  State  to  which  they  belong. 
This  provision  was  not  contained  in  the  provi- 
sional army  bill.  It  had  been  proposed,  but  dis- 
agreed to;  and  he  hoped  it  would  now  be  struck 

Mr.  Claiborme  withdrew  his  motion,  to  make 
way  for  the  one  proposed  by  the  gentleman  fron 
Maryland. 

Mr.  S.  SMrrn  made  bis  motitni.  This  subj«et 
waa  fully  ar^ed  at  the  last  session;  there  would 
be  no  occasion,  therefore,  to  occupy  much  lima 
with  it  at  present  Agreeably  m  the  Constitution 
of  tfae  United  States,  the  several  Btatea  have  the 

Gwer  of  appointing  all  the  officers  of  the  militia, 
the  case  of  these  volunteer  corps,  that  power  is 
taken  from  the  States  and  placed  in  the  President; 
but  that  part  of  the  bill  now  propoaed  lo  be  struck 
out  goes  a  step  farther.  It  (n^posea  to  take  per- 
sons from  the  miliiia  into  the  volunteer  corps,  and 
by  that  means  make  the  militia  leas  effectual ;  and 


proposed  that  the  volunteers,  thouch  equipped 

le  expense  of  the  United  Slates,  shall  not  be 

employed  out  of  the  State  to  which  they  belong ; 


:hmigfa  tbc  militia  are  obliged  lo  march  whercvai 
they  are  ordered  to  go,  equipped  at  their  own  ex- 
pense. So  ihat  the  youth  and  Ihe  most  aetive 
part  of  our  citizois  are  to  be  kept  at  home,  and 
the  more  aged  and  less  energetic  part  are  to  go 
wherever  called.  This,  to  his  mind,  waa  one  of 
Ihe  moei  eitraordinarv  provisions  be  ever  saw. 
It  went  to  paralyze  and  destroy  the  milkia,  and  to 
give  US  noibing  in  its  stead.  What  satisfaction 
would  officers  of  the  militia  have  in  eommaading 
men  who  had  been  culled  for  the  volunteer  corps? 
He  could  see  no  reason  for  the  disiinctionj  and  he 
ihoQght  it  unnecessary  to  say  more  upon  it. 

Mr.  Bavaro  ooniidered  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  aa  goin^  to  the  deatraotion 
of  Ihe  volunteer  corps ;  for,  if  his  motion  obtained, 
tfae  consequence  would  be  we  should  have  no 
volunteers  at  all.  The  volunteer  corps,  Mr.  B. 
said,  were  geuenlly  composed  of  yovng  men.  en- 
gaged in  various  avocations  of  lif&  who,  wilnoat 
receiving  any  pay,  equip  and  discipline  themselves 
in  order  to  be  qualineiTror  rendering  aid  to  ihair 
country.incasectfnecesslty.  They  ought  not,  there- 
fore, to  he  considered  as  mercenary  troops  ^  the* 
associate  for  the  purpoee  of  rendenng  certain  aia, 
but  not  that  aid  which  persons  who  devote  their 
whole  lime  to  military  services  are  destined  to 
afford.  The  spirit  of  the  volunteers  themselves, 
he  was  satisfied,  would  not  be  affected  by  the 
want  of  provision  of  this  kind ;  hut  their  parents 
and  connexions  will  not  suffer  them  to  enter  with- 
out ii.  Uncommon  pains,  he  knew,  bad  been 
used  with  the  frieoda  of  young  men  to  prevent 
them  from  entering,  on  the  ground  that  they 
would  be  liable  lo  be  sent  to  the  exlrraae  parts  of 
ihe  Union,  wherever  danger  should  appear.  He 
knew  these-  reprtsentatioos  had  produced  effeet, 
not  upon  the  young  men  themselves,  but  npan 
their  friends,  and  bad  prevented  many  from  en- 
rolling themselves.     Seeing  that  this  operation 
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bad  lakea  pkce,  he  considered  this  provision  as 
tlie  vital  principle  of  the  system  which,  if  not 
■greed  to,  wuuld  prevent  earollmeots  altogether. 
The  genllemaa  from  Maryland  complaineil  ibat 
this  provision  would  operate  as  a  hardship  upon 
the  militia,  who  were  obliged  to  tnarch  wherever 
called;  but  it  would  be  recnllecled  (hat  militia 
were  obliged  only  to  serve  for  three  months  at  a 
time,  which  was  nearly  the  same  tbing  as  saying 
they  should  not  march  to  distant  parts,  as  Ije 
time  of  service  would  not  admit  of  it.  At  any 
rate,  if  militia  are  obliged  to  march  to  a  greater 
distance  than  the  volunteers,  the  volunteers  hare 
a  much  longer  period  of  service  than  the  militia. 
He  could  not  see  the  force  of  the  objection  of  the 

Sntlemau  from  Maryland;  on  the  contrary,  he 
qughl  the  militia  should  consider  themselves  as 
obliged  to  the  Toiuuteers.  If.  however,  the  setrice 
of  the  volunteers  is  preferable  lo  that  of  the  mili- 
tia, the  militia  may  become  volunteers,  if  they 
choose.  They  will  have  the  same  election  witii 
othen. 

The  operation  of  this  provision  was,  said  Mr. 
B.,  that  the  volunteers  should  not  be  compelled 
to  go  out  of  the  State  to  which  they  belong ;  but, 
when  enrolled  and  in  service,  he  ashed  whether 
it  was  probable  that  these  young  men,  fired  with 
Petpril  de  corps,  would  refuse  to  go  to  the  fur- 
thest  extent  of  the  Union  7^ whether  they  would 
stop  at  an  imaginary  line?  He  was  sure  they 
would  not  avail  themselves  of  this  privilege;  but, 
in  cooler  moments,  when  about  to  enrol  them- 
selves, thejr  do  hesitate,  and  it  operates  as  a  bar- 
rier to  the  increase  of  these  corps. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  in  favor  of  this  motion, 
though  he  should  have  been  better  pleased  with 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  His  mind 
iras  strongly  impressed  with  a  conviction  that 
that  part  ot  ibe  bill  passed  at  the  last  session, 
which  directs  that  these  volunteers  shall  be  or- 
nnized  and  ihelr  officers  commissioned  by  the 
President,  was  an  infringement  of  the  Constitu- 
lioD  of  the  United  States,  and  he  hoped  no  other 
law  of  the  kind  would  be  passed. 

But  he  was  surprised  that  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware  should  call  the  provision  proposed  lo  be 
atrncbout,  an  essentia)  pact  of  the  bill.  What! 
that  these  patriotic  young  men  shall  be  kept  at 
home  in  time  of  danger!  There  was  a  great  deal 
of  patriotism^  which  he  called«utuAtne  patrwdmn, 
and  the  patriotism  of  these  voung  men  seemed  to 
be  of  this  kind,  or  the)r  would  not  decline  to  meet 
danger  wherever  it  might  appear. 

Air.  Bj.T«Rn  said,  he  spoke  of  the  parents  and 
friends  of  the  young  men,  and  not  of  the  young 
men  themselves,  as  desiring  this  provision. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  he  knew  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  had  talked  much  of  the  patriotism 
of  these  young  men  ;  but  he  had  a  different  wish 
from  that  gentleman.  He  wished  lo  have  no  vo- 
lonteers,  except  they  were  willing  to  march  to 
.  every  part  or  the  United  States.  He  was  not 
willmgto  have  a  Presidential  militia,  to  be  con- 
flned  to  their  owo  Stale.  For  what  would  be  the 
•itaation  of  a  general  commanding  an  army  of 
Toluatears,  who,  when  they  come  to  the  line  of  a 


State,  will  say,  "We  will  go  no  roither?"  It 
would  be  mortiiying  to  the  greatest  d^pee,  and 
he  trusted  so  disgraceful  a  provision,  as  it  respect- 
ed the  volunteers,  would  never  be  adopted. 


be  found  against  this  pari  of  the  bill,  which  would, 
if  agreed  to,  go  to  the  destruction  of  the  militia 

Mr.  W.  Claibobnb  said,  one  of  the  groitest  ob- 
jects, at  the  formation  of  this  Union,  was  to  se- 
cure the  conunon  defence;  and  he  was  decidedly 
of  opinion  that  as  great  an  obligation  rested  on 
the  young  men  of  Tennessee,  to  defend  the  Sute 
of  Delaware,  if  attacked,  as  lo  defend  the  soil  on 
which  they  live ;  and,  if  a  disposition  exists  in  the 
minds  of  certain  young  men  to  be  freed  from  that 
duly,  he  would  not  be  for  passing  a  law  to  gratify 
that  disposition.  He  was  glad  to  hear  the  gentle- 
man from  Delaware  remark,  that  this  provisioB 
was  not  introduced  at  the  BUg^^tion  vf  the  young 
men,  but  of  their  parents  and  friends.  He  believ- 
ed there  was  more  patriotism  and  love  of  country 
in  the  young  men  of  America;  and  he  was  sorry 
to  find  that  the  provision  was  wished  by  the  elder 
part  of  society.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  was 
mistaken  in  this  respect,  and  that  the  fathers  and 
friends  of  these  young  men  did  not  possess  so  nar- 
row a  patriotism.  But,  if  they  do  {>o«»ess  thb 
disposition,  if  his  vote  could  prevuii  it,  it  should 
not  be  gratified.  The  militia  law  operates  upon 
all,  and  the  President  could  call  out  these  young 
men  under  that  law,  and  send  them  to  the  most 
extreme  parts  of  the  Union.  Bui  if  this  law  passes, 
these  select,  these  favorite  corps,  will  he  excluded 
from  duties  which  attach  to  other  citizens.  He 
should  suppose  that  justice,  policy,  and  a  regard 
to  the  feefings  of  out  fellow-citizens  generallv, 
would  prevent  the  passing  of  such  a  law;  wtiicli, 
in  his  opinion,  would  give  a  vital  stab  to  our  mi- 
litia system,  which  he  considered  as  our  best 
support. 

Mr.  Macoii  said,  if  this  motion  did  nM  prevail, 
it  was  clear  that  the  volunteer  corps  could  not  be 
sent  out  (if  their  respective  States.  It  was  said, 
the  miliiia  were  only  called  out  for  three  months 
at  a  time;  but  it  ought  to  be  recollected  tiuit,  if 
Congress  choose  to  pass  a  law  to  hold  them  in 
service  six  months,  they  must  submit  to  it.  But 
it  is  said  that,  if  the  militia  ihink  the  volunteer 
service  preferable,  they  may  enter  into  it,  and 
then  we  should  have  no  militia,and  no  man  could 
be  taken  out  of  the  State  to  which  he  belongs. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  observed  that 
ibis  provision  will  have  no  effect  upon  the  young 
men ;  that  they  will  march  to  the  extremest  part 
of  the  Union,  notwithstanding.  Wby,  then,  in- 
sert the  provision  ?  The  gentleman  says,  "  to  sa- 
tisfy the  parents  and  guardian*  of  these  young 
men."  Mr.  M.  supposed,  after  this  declatatioik, 
the  old  folks  would  not  be  ihus  taken  in.  Be- 
sides, as  some  of  the  States  are  much  easier  inva- 
ded than  others,  it  woul  1  render  the  service  very 
unequal;  and,  as  he  had  heard  no  good  reason  for 
the  clause,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  ajpteA  to. 

Mr.  T.  Claibobhr  said,  it  appeared  strange  to 
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bim,  ihftt  featlemea  who  nn  at  ail  times  desiroos 
of  ansmeotiDg  the  power  of  ihe  Presideni,  are 
DOW  tor  taking  a  part  of  the  power  which  he  pos- 
!«sses  out  of  his  naods.  Me  is  at  present  Com- 
tnandei-in-Chief  of  alt  tbe  militia  of  the  United 
States;  and  gcDtlemeii  wish  to  separate  a  part  of 
ihti  militia,  under  the  oame  of  Toluoieers,  to  be 
pJieed  uder  officers  of  his  appointing ;  in  doing 
which,  be  mppoied  the  men  wen  to  be  Iraos- 
formed  into  men  of  greater  spirit,  more  patriot- 
iiio,  more  Ttrlae,  or  beeome  mor«  lubaerricikt  to 
the  QoTcfament,  Constitniioti,  and  laws  of  thi 
United  StaWt,  than  themtlilii.   Woold  the  men 

riatmeat  of  officers  br  tlM  Pnsident  make 
ehaage  t  He  bdierea  not.  He  was  of  opin- 
ioa  that  these  men  would  make  good  peaee  sol- 
diers, but  would  not  answer  the  ourpose  for  war. 
He  diiliked  tbe  thing  exeeediagly,  as  it  went  la 
I  iiwrganijaiion  of  ibe  militia.  He,  therefore, 
moved  the  committee  to  rise,  with  a  view  of  post- 
poning the  consideration  of  this  bill  till  the  next 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  VEMtaLE  thought  two  reasons  ought  to  hare 
veighl  with  the  committee  In  striking  out  this 
;ari  of  the  section.  In  the  first  place,  it  seemE 
that  the  geolleman  from  Delaware  does  not  ex- 
peel  this  clause  to  have  any  operation  when  the 
rotooteers  come  into  service ;  he  wishes  it  only 
10  pacify  the  pareats  and  guardians  of  young- 
Mr.  V.  thought  this  improper.  When  a  person 
niers  into  serrice,  both  he  and  his  friends  ought 
TO  know  the  terms  on  which  be  enters,  without 
»ny  deception.  Id  the  neit  place,  these  volun- 
Wers  are  lo  hare  peculiar  privileges  ;  they  are  to 
be  eiempl  from  militia  duly,  and  to  be  kept  with- 
in their  own  States.  He  thought  these  objec- 
lioas  against  this  part  of  the  bill  were  entitled  to 
coDiideraiion. 

Mr.  Batabd  denied  that  he  had  any  intention 
U  deceive  the  volunteers  or  their  friends.  H« 
deelaied  his  view  expHcitlv. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  otnetreii,  that  the  gentleman 
rrom  Delaware  had  said,  that  if  this  motion  ob- 
Uias,  it  will  destroy  the  bill,  as,  withoal  a  provi- 
iian  of  Ibis  kind,  no  joutie  men  will  enrol  them- 
selm.  What,  said  Mr.  8.,  doe*  this  go  to?  If 
T<«  hold  otii  a  temptation,  a  bribe,  to  these  young 
DM,  they  will  enrol  themselves,  if  they  have 
^hing  to  do,  instead  of  going  into  Ihe  militia. 
ft"  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  says,  they  will 
Mt  slop  when  they  come  lo  the  line  of  demarca- 
""n.  twcause  they  are  not  mercenaries  (and  here, 
°1  iiie  bv,  he  uses  the  term  in  the  same  sense  that 
the  geoileman  from  New  York  used  it.)  Mr.  S. 
"Sid,  he  hadhad  some  experience  in  this  business, 
>na  he  believed  men  would  march  no  further 
thamhey  were  obliged  to  march.  Mr.  S.  eoume- 
raied  seteral  insuncesin  the  late  war,  where  men 
'eft  the  service  at  the  instant  their  time  expired, 
and  at  the  most  critical  periods.  And,  as  be  never 
wished  to  plaee  the  commander  of  an  army  in 
such  a  situation,  he  trusted  the  clause  would  be 
struck  out. 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  when  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  introduced  this  motion,  he  begun  with 
5th  CoK.— 97 


a  declaration  not  fcuaded  in  fact,  viz:  that  this 
was  precisely  the  same  question  which  had  been 
decided  at  the  last  .session,  and  rejected,  and,  of 
course,  that  this  provision  would  meet  the  »ame 
fate.  Mr.  D.  took  the  liberty  of  reminding  that 
gentleman  that  there  was  an  important  difference 
between  the  two  measures.  In  toe  former  case, 
there  was  no  limitation  to  the  number  of  toIuih 
teers  to  be  accepted  j  tbe  whole  militia  might 
have  become  volunteers ;  whereas,  in  the  present 
bill,  the  number  is  limited  to  each  Btat^  and  tti« 
whole  number  to  73,000. 

Mr.  D.  said,  be  should  use  no  other  arrumenta 
than  those  used  by  the  gentleman  from  Aury land, 
in  favor  of  the  iqoiion,  to  induce  the  committee 
to  reject  it.  He  has  shown  how  little  dependence 
can  be  placed  upon  men  engaged  for  a  short  term ;. 
whether  for  three,  four,  six,  eight,  or  nine  months. 
What  is  the  !<ubjeet  of  this  bill  1  To  place  in  a 
state  of  readiness,  men  who  may  properly  enough 
be  called  militia,  for  two  years,  lo  be  called  upoa 
to  march  at  a  moment's  warning.  What  it  asked 
for  in  return  ?  That  they  shalfnot  be  obliged  liv 
go  out  of  the  State  to  which  they  belong,  except 
with  their  own  consent.  Stipulations  in  our  en- 
listments are  not  unusual.  Sometimes  men  are 
engaged  for  five,  sometimes  for  three  years,  and 
sometimes  for  a  particular  kind  of  service.  If 
75,000  of  those  volunteers  are  stationed  at  the 
most  iinpoitant  parts  of  the  Union,  in  case  of  in- 
surrection or  invasion,  these  men  will  be  first 
called  upon,  and  screen  the  militia  from  a  call 
which  might  be  inconvenient  and  oppressive. 
Indeed,  it  would  be  a  thing  which  the  great  body 
of  the  militia  would  wish.  If  this  were  bribery, 
it  was  a  kind  of  bribery  which  he  did  not  under- 
stand; for  how  could  these  volunteers  perform 
less  daty  than  the  militia,  when  they  are  always 
liable  to  the  first  call  for  two  years? 

Qentlemen  say,  the  object  of  this  provision  ta 
to  extend  the  power  of  the  PrcKident.  On  the 
contrary,  the  effect  will  be  to  abridge  it.  At  pre- 
sent, he  may  march  these  volunteers  to  the  fur- 
thest Client  of  the  Union;  but  if  this  motion  i* 
negatived,  and  the  bill  passes,  he  cannot  employ 
them  out  of  their  own  State.  Mr.  D.  believed 
nothing  more  need  be  said,  lo  show  that  the  pro- 
a  proper  one,  and  that  this  bill  diflera 
very  materially  from  that  passed  at  the  last  sea- 
Mr.  8.  Smith  said,  the  provisional  army  bill 
did  not  propose  to  conQne  tne  service  of  the  vol-, 
unteers  to  their  own  State,  but  to  an  adjoining 
Stale;  and  it  never  could   be  expected  that  the 


'hole  of  the  i 


ilitia 


mid  1 


lid  like  lo  command  what  was  left; 
nd  if  the  gentleman  from  Jersey  was  left  to 
command  the  dross  of  ihe  militia,  ne  would  feel, 
said  Mr.  8.,  like  myself. 

The  question  on  striking  out  was  put  and  car- 
carried — 51  to  44,  as  follows : 

YiAS — George  Baer,  jr.,  Abraham  Baldwin,  D*nd 
Baid,  Thomss  Blount,  Sichud  Brent,  Robui  Brown, 
Bamuel  J.  Cabdl,  Thomas  Claibame,  William  CbariM 
Col*  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Ctopttm,  John 
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dorf,  Wtlliun  Findlej.  J OD.  Fowler,  Albert  GaUitin,  Ju. 
Oilleiple,  Andiew  Oregg,  John  A.  Huina,  Carter  B. 
Harruon,  Jonathan  N.  Havetia,  Jmepti  Heuler,  David 
Holmee,  Walter  Jone>,  Edwaid  Livmsiton.  Matthew 
Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Wiltiam 
Matthews,  Blaii  McClenachsn,  Joseph  McDowell,  An- 
thony New,  Joaiah  Parkei,  Jame*  Schureman,  Thoa. 
Sinnictwn,  Tompaon  J.  Skinner,  Samusl  Smith,  Wil- 
luun  Smith,  Richard  Dobba  Spught,  Peleg  Spragne, 
Bichaid  Sprigg,  Richard  Btanfoid,  Thomai  Sumter, 
Thomai  Tillinghait,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip 
Von  Cortloadt,  Jooeph  B.  Varnnm,  and  Abraham 
Venable. 

N^TB-^ohn  Allen,  Bailey  Bartlatt,  Jamea  A.  Baj- 
■rd,  Jonathan  Brace,  David  Brooka,  Stephen  BaUoi^ 
Cbriatopher  G.  Champlin,  Jomea  Cochran,  William 
Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dennio,  WiUiam  Ed- 
uond,  Thomaa  Ejana,  Abiel  Foaier,  Dwight  Foster, 
Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry  Olen,  Chaunce;  Goodrich, 
WiUiain  Gordon,  Roger  Giiawotd,  William  Ban?  Grove, 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Thomaa  Hartlej,  William 
Hindman,  Heiekiah  L,  Hoamer,  Jamea  H.  Lnlay,  John 
Wilkea  Kittero,  Samuel  Ljmon,  James  Machir,  Lewia 
H.  Honis,  Harriaon  G.  Otia,  Uaac  PaHier,  Thamu 
Pindney,  John  Reed,  Samuel  Bewail,  Wm.  Shepard, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  Gcoig«  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomaa, 
Matk  Thomam,  John  E.VanAlen,  Peleg  Wadaworth, 
Robert  Wain,  and  John  William*. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  then  moved  to  strike  out 
the  section  which  nrorided  for  the  boldJDg  in 
,  nadiness  75,000  Tolunleers,  apponioned  lo  the 
several  Stales. 

The  motion  was  negatived— 50  to  41. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  ihe 
mmeDdments;  which  having  been  gone  through, 

Mr,  Gallatin  moved  to  limit  the  rate  of  inte- 
reat  of  the  two  mllliuns  of  dollars  proposed  to 
be  borrowed  for  carryiiig  tbis  law  into  effect,  to  6 
per  cent. 

The  motion  was  negattvei)  by  the  casiiog  vote 
of  the  Speaker,  there  being  46  votes  for  il,  and  46 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Otib,  a  provision  was  intro- 
duced into  the  bilj.thaino  volunteer  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  serve  oat  of  the  State  in  which  he  resides, 
for  Hlonger  term  than  three  months  after  he  arrives 
at  bis  place  of  rendezvous. 

Mr.  OAL^ATln  moved  aa  amendment  to  take 
from  the  President  the  power  of  immediately  ap- 
pointing the  officers  to  the  34  regiments  of  infan- 
try, a  regiment  and  a  battalion  of  riflemen,  a  bat- 
talion ofartillerisis  and  engineers,  and  three  regi- 
•menls  of  calvary,  which  he  la  authorized  by  ibis 
tfct  to  raise,  in  case  war  shall  break  out  between 
the  United  States,  and  a  foreign  Power,  or  in  case 
imminent  danger  of  invasion  of  their  territory  by 
anr  anch  Power,  shall,  in  bl.t  opinion,  be  discovered 
lo  Mist,  which  was  negatived— 56  to  39  as  fol- 
lows: 

Taia — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Thomas 
Blonnt,  Rkhard  Brent,  Robert  Brown,  Samuel  J.  Ca- 
bell, Thomaa  Claiborne,  William  Charles  Cote  Clai- 
borne, Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson, 
Joaeph  Kggleaton,  Lucas  Elmondorf,  Wilham  Findley, 
Mm  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  Jamea  Gilleapie,  Andrew 
Oregg,  Getter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  If.  Havens,  Joaeph 


Heiater,  David  Holmes,  Waller  Jones,Edwaid  Living- 
ston, Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anlhon; 
New,  Tompson  J.  Skinner,  William  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  Thomaa  Sumter,  Abrem  Trigg,  John  Trigg, 
Philip  Van  Corllandt,  Joaeph  B.  Tamum,  and  Abn. 
ham  Venable. 

NjTa — John  Alien,  George  Baer,  Jan.,  Bailey  Baii- 
letl,  James  A.  Bayard,  Jonathan  Brace,  David  Broakf^ 
Stephen  Bullock,  Chiiatopher  G.  Champlin,  Jame* 
Cochran,  WiUiam  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dao- 
nia,  George  Dent,  Wilhiun  Edmoad,  Thomaa  Evau, 
Atnel  Poaier,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Pneman,  Hen- 
n  OlEn,  Channeey  Goodridi,  WiUism  Gordon,  Rogif 
Griawuld,  William  Barry  Orove,  John  A.  HaBna.  Roben 
Goodloe  Harper,  Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hindau, 
Heiekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  Ji^in  Wilkas 
Kitten,  Samuel  Lyman,  James  Machir,  William  Mat- 
thews, Lewis  R.  Monia,  Hairiaon  G.  Otia,  laaac  Par- 
ker, Josiah  Parker,  Tlkomaa  I^nckney,  John  Reed, 
Jamea  Schureman,  Samnel  Bewail,  William  Bbepaid, 
Thomas  Binnickson,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Richard  Dobbs  Spaight,  Felog  Spiague,  Richard  Sprigg, 
George  Thatcher,  Ridiard  Thomaa,  Mark  Thomson, 
ThomaaTilhnghast,  John  B.  Von  Alen,  Peleg  Wads- 
wonh,  Robert  Wain,  and  Jolia  Williams. 

The  bill  waa  then  read  the  third  time  and  pasied 
54  to  41,asfoUowa: 

Y«t>— John  Allen,  George  Boer,  jr.,  Bailey  BartlsU, 
James  A.  Bayard,  Jonathan  Brace,  David  Brooka,  Ste- 
phen Bullock,  Christopher  G.  Champlin,  Jos.  Co^iai, 
William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dennio,  George 
Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foalei, 
Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Chaod- 
cey  Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Roger  Griawold,  Wil- 
liam Bany  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Wm.  Hindmao,  Heiekiah  L.  Hoamer,  James 
H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkea  Kittero,  Samuel  Lyman,  Jsmei 
Machir.  William  MatChewi,  Lewis  R.  Moiria,  Harrison 
G.  Otia,  Isaac  Parker,  Josiah  Parker,Thomaa  Pinckney, 
John  Reed,  James  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall,  WUliua 
Shepard,  Thomas  Slnnickson,  Nathaniel  Smith,  8unuel 
Smith,  Ricbard  Dobbs  Spaight,  Peleg  Spragne,  George 
Thatcher,  Ricbard  Thomas,  Mork  Tbomaon,  Tbomaa 
Tiilinghast,  John  G.  Von  Alen,  Peleg  Wadnrorth, 
Robert  Wain,  and  John  WtUioms. 

Nits — Abroham  Baldwin,  David  Bsrd,  Tboaa* 
Blonnt,  Richard  Brent,  Robert  Brown,  Somnel  J.  Cablit, 
Thomas  Claiborne,  WUliom  Chollea  Cola  CbUionu, 
Maltbew  Cloy,  John  Clapton,  John  Dawaon,  Joseph 
Eggleaton,  Lucas  Elmendorf,  William  Findley,  Joba 
Fowler,  Albert  GoUalin,  Jamea  Gilleapie,  Andrew  Gregg, 
John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Ui- 
vens,  Joseph  Heistei,  David  Holmra,  Waller  Joneo, 
Edward  Livingston.  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  McClenachsn,  Joe.  McDosd!, 


Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  J( 
B.  Vornum,  and  Abraham  Venable. 

A  call  of  the  House  was  ordered  to-morrow  ai 
half  past  len,  and  then  the  House  adjourned, 

Satuhdat,  March  3. 

A  call  of  the  House  took  place  at  half  pa^t  ten. 

agreeably  to  order,  when  98  members  (including 

liie  Speaker)  appeared  in  their  seala.     Some  of  the 
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members  were  absent,  who  bad  seTerally  lo  make 
ipoloein  on  taking  their  seats. 

The  HouM  resolved  itself  into  a  ComEiiitiee  of 
the  Whole  on  snndry  bills,  which  were  seTcrally 
lead  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  Message  was  receired  from  the  Prendeoi, 
statiDg  lo  the  House  the  number  of  vessels  com 
missiuoed  siitce  July  last ;  the  number  of  which  is 
365,  their  lonoige  66,691  loos,  their  Dumber  of 
gnus  2.723,  of  men  6,347. 

Mr.  Foster  moved  to  refer  the  resolotion  he 
•ame  time  ago  laid  opon  the  table,  respecting  an 
■nMDdment  to  the  CoDiiilutiou,  toaCommiitee 
of  (fae  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union.  The 
motion  was  oegatived — 56  to  36. 

A  hill  to  relbrm  the  Superior  Courts  in  the 
Tefritorjr  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio  aoderwent  some  discussion,  but  was 
afterwards  postponed  till  next  session. 

The  House  agreed  to  the  resolution  in  favor  of 
Joseph  Wbeaion,  also  one  in  favor  of  subscribing 
for  400  copies  of  the  old  Journals  proposed  lo  tw 
printed  by  Mr.  Folwell. 

Mr.  Qbeoo  presented  a  petition  s^ned  by  950 
inhabitants  of  Lancaster  county,  praymg  for  a  re- 
peat ofthe  alien  and  sedition  laws.    Ordered  to  lie. 

Adjourned  till  seven  o'clock  this  evening. 


EVEMino  simtffl. 
LAW  OF  RETALIATION. 

Mr.  Otis  called  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill 
vesting  the  power  of  retaliation,  in  certain  cases,  in 
the  President  of  the  United  States ;  when 

Mr.  Dent  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration 
cf  this  bill  until  the  next  session  of  Congress;  which 
motion  was  negatived — 35  to  32. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  tbi*  bill,  and  after  some  discussion,  and 
u  amendment  being  introduced  into  the  preamble 
<^the  bill,  by  Mr.  Dattoh,  (the  Speaker,)  to  make 
it  apply  generally  to  any  acts  of  severity  that  may 
be  committed  bv  the  French  Republic  in  pursuance 
Df  any  violent  deere^  instead  of  applying  piarticU' 
lirty  to  the  decree  declaring  American  citizens. 
found  on  board  vessels  of  Ihetr  enemy,  pirates,  and 
liable  to  snfier  death,  the  committee  rose,  and  the 
amendment  was  concurred  in 

The  question  being,  "  Shall  this  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  LivmosTON  complained  that  this  bill  went 
lo  place  the  power  of  life  and  death  in  the  hands 

of  the  President,  with  respect  to  every  Frenchi 

in  this  country,  in  case  the  French  Oover~~ 
should  commit  any  act  of  violence  against 
OQT  citizens.  He  doubted,  indeed,  whether  he 
would  nni  have  this  power,  in  case  of  any  Ai 
can  citizen  being  killed  in  battle  on  board  a  British 
ship.  The  Legislature,  he  said,  had  no  right  to 
vest  ibis  power,  except  in  case  of  war , 
believe  it  would  ever  be  exercised,  if  given.  And 
as  the  decree  complained  of  had  been  two  years 
in  existence  without  being  carried  into  effect,  he 
thought  there  was  no  need  now  to  create  an  alarm 
about  it.  Indeed,  the  last  decree  faariikg  been  sus- 
pended, he  considered  the  first  to  be  lo  alto. 


Mr.  EnuoNn  was  si 
enpy  a  single  moment 
but  he  found  himself  called  upon  to  say  a  few 
word;.  It  was  a  painful  reflection,  he  said,  that 
any  nation  in  the  world  should  deliberately  pass  a 
Legislative  act  for  the  purpose  of  authorizing  ilie 
commission  of  murder ;  tor  the  arr^t  of  the  French 
Republic  was  nothing  less  (ban  a  law  for  putting 
~noceni  men  to  death.     An  instance  like  it  could 

>l  be  found  on  record.    In  time  ofwar  retalLaiion 

found  necessary  to  prevent  the  enormities  of  an 
enemy.  Indeed,  the  intention  of  retaliation  ia 
always  to  prevent  cruelly.  This  decree  was  said 
to  be  suspended;  but  if  it  were  not  intended  to 
give  it  future  operation,  it  would  have  been  repeal- 
ed. Ii  might  lie  convenient  lo  suspend  the  decree 
for  a  time;  but  when  a  nation  is  so  depraved  as  to 
pass  a  decree  of  this  kind,  wbat.securiiy  have  we 
that  the  decree  will  Dol  t>e  brought  into  operation 
in  the  recess  of  Congress.  If  it  is  not,  the  present 
law  can  have  no  eSect.  Mr.  E.  believed  no  one 
but  the  gentleman  from  New  York  could  tiave 
supposed  thai  this  law  was  meant  to  retaliate  for 
men  killed  in  battle.  If  he  examines  the  bill,  he 
will  find  that  tbe  person  must  have  been  put  lo 
death  pursuant  lo  a  decree  of  ibe  French  Republic. 
And  whilst  we  suffer  our  humanilv  to  be  touched 
with  respect  to  French  citizens  nere,  we  ought 
not  to  forget  American  citizens,  whose  blood  may 
be  spilt  in  France  under  this  decree. 

Mr.  Qallatin  observed,  that  three  arsuments 
had  Iteen  used  in  favor  of  passing  ibis  hill.  One 
of  ihem  was,  that  it  would  afford  protection  to  our 
seamen ;  ihe  second,  to  give  sufficient  cause  of  irri- 
tation by  repelling  every  hostile  measure  of  the 
French  Government  by  one  of  a  similar  nature; 
the  ihird,  to  prevent  the  people  of  America  having 
any  belief  in  either  the  sincerity  of  France  or  the 
probability  of  a  negotiation. 

Mr.  Q.  did  not  believe  that  this  bill  would  give 
tbe  protection  expected  lo  our  seamen ;  and  as  to 
the  power  of  retaliation,  well  knowing,  both  from 
the  character  ofthe  Presidenland  the  general  char- 
acter of  America,  that  retaliation  would  be  repug- 
nant to  his  feelings,  and  the  feelings  of  the  public 
al  large,  he  did  not  believe  a  single  cue  would  ever 
happen  in  which  it  would  be  exercised.  What, 
said  Mr.  O.,  would  be  the  degree  of  proof  necetsary 
to  carry  into  effect  ihis  law^  A  man  must  have 
been  taien  on  board  a  British  vessel,  or  some  other 
vessel  al  war  with  France,  and  put  to  death  or  ill- 
treated  by  the  French.  It  must  also  be  proved  to 
have  been  done  in  pursuance  of  a  French  decree. 
In  the  next  place,  he  must  be  an  American  citizen, 
and  have  been  compelled  to  go  on  board  such  ship; 
and  Mr.  G.  did  nol  know  how  alt  this  informaiion 
was  to  come  to  the  President. 

If,  said  Mr.  G..  it  be  really  our  intention  lo  give 
protection  lo  our  seamen,  instead  of  authorizing 
ihe  proposed  retaliation,  we  ought  to  go  to  the 
source  of  the  evil,  and  endeavor  to  prevent  the 
impreisment  of  our  seamen  by  tbe  British,  which 
atone  brongbi  them  into  (his  silualion.  This  bill 
does  not  comprehend  any  American  who  goes  on 
board  of  a  British  ship  ofwar  voluniarilv  ;  itiey  are 
not  entitled  to  our  protection  by  the  law  ol  na- 
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tioDS  ihey  must  seek  protection  from  ibe  country 
under  whose  flag  they  sail.  Those  American 
citizens  only,  therefore,  wiio  have  been  forced  on 
board  a  British  nhip  of  war,  and  who  have  been 
oblien)  to  light  their  battles  against  their  will,  are 
by  this  bill  to  be  protected,  so  far  as  retaliation 
can  protect  them. 

Mr.  O.  said,  he  had  been  induced  to  mention 
ibis  point,  not  only  because  it  naturally  Bows  from 
the  subject,  but  from  one  of  the  documents  which 
had  been  submitted  to  the  House.  He  alluded  to 
Lord  QreDTille's  letter  to  Mr.  King,our  Minister  at 
London.    [Mr.  G.  read  an  extract  of  that  letter.] 

Mr.  G.  observed,  upon  this  document,  that  it 
contained  a  vetj  extraordinary  acknowIedgmeaL 
Lord  Orenville  says,  "  the  King  feels  the  protec- 
tion due  to  those  who  sail  under  bis  flag."  There- 
by openly  acknowledging  that  there  are  a  number 
of  American  seamen  who  do  sail  under  hi*  flag. 
And^  as  not  many  of  our  seamen  had  selected  his 
leTTice  in  preference  to  that  of  their  own  country; 
u  oar  own  seamen,  if  lel^  to  their  choice,  would 
sooner  sail  on  board  of  our  own  ships  than  those 
of  His  British  Majesty ;  it  is  therefore  an  explicit 
STOwal  of  the  impressment  of  American  seamen. 
That  identical  document  which  communicates 
the  ofllenure  decree  of  France,  is  also  the  occasion 
of  this  bill. 

This  ackoowledgmenl,  said  Mr.  Q.,  leads  to 
more  than  one  consequence.  If  we  pass  this  bill, 
it  will  amount  to  this,  that  knowing  American 
searnen  were  impressed  by  the  British,  the  fact 
baving  been  thus  confessed,  we  choose  mther  to 
pass  a  retaliatory  law  against  the  French  for  pun- 
isbing  our  seamen  found  in  a  situation  into  wnich 
tbey  were  arbitrarily  forced  by  the  British,  than 
apply  n  remedy  to  the  root  of  the  evil. 

Again,  another  part  of  this  letter  of  Lord  Qren- 
ville,  when  connected  with  this  measure,  made  an 
extraordinary  impression  on  his  mind.  The  ac- 
knowledgment haviniT  been  made,  it  might  have 
been  supposed  Lord  Grenvijle  would  have  ordered 
all  such  American  seamen  to  have  been  released; 
but  he  does  not  do  this,  but  says  the  King  will 
cause  rewliation  to  be  exercised.  To  do  thisL 
might  have  some  effect  whilst  these  men  remained 
on  board  of  the  King's  ships ;  it  would,  therefore, 
increase  his  power,  aod  prolong  the  time  during 
which  such  seamen  will  remain  on  board.  But 
Lord  Grenville  does  not  stop  here.  He  says,  tbe 
"King  leaves  it  with  the  different  Powers  to  take 
measures  accordingly."  So  that  he  gives  us  advice 
what  wc  ought  to  do,  and  we  are  about  to  do  it 

Mr.  G.  bad  said,  this  bill  was  not  likely  to  pro- 
dace  any  effect;  yet,  if  it  should  be  put  in  force,  by 
referring  once  more  to  Lord  Grenville's  letter,  it 
will  appear  thai  the  retaliation  of  which  bespeaks 
IS  to  be  confined  to  French  prisoners,  whom  the  for- 
tune of  war  bad  thrown  into  the  power  of  Great 
Britain;  and  he  believed  the  present  law  should  be 
confined  to  persons  who  should  be  captured  by 
vessels  of  the  United  Slates.  And  it  would  be 
most  effectual  in  this  way;  because  if  it  were  to 
operate  against  other  French  citizens  in  this  coun- 
try, the  French  Oovernment  would  not  be  con- 
cerned about  it,  since  oioeiy-nioe  out  of  a  hun- 


dred of  those  citizens  are  probably  emigrants,  or 
persons  for  whose  safety  they  have  no  interest. 

If  by  meeting  every  hostile  act  of  tbe  Prencli 
Government,  by  a  measure  of  a  similar  kind,  could 
render  this  country  more  respectable,  Mr.  B.  sbould 
be  in  favor  of  it ;  but,  in  the  present  case,  he  did  not 
thinli  the  meaKure  applicable.  There  was  a  great 
difference^  he  said,  between  measures  of  hostility 
and  retaliation.  Measures  of  retaliation  could  du 
no  good,  except  as  preventives;  and  as  the  decree 
in  question  had  already  been  two  years  in  force 
without  being  carried  into  effect,  it  could  scarcely 
be  expected  that  it  would  now  be  exercised. 

It  must  be  allowed,  Mr.  G.  said,  that  some  ehaage 
had  taken  place  in  our  situation  with  respect  to 
France;  but  it  seemed  as  if  gentlemen  wished,  by 
the  pas-sinE  of  this  bill,  to  take  off  any  impression 
of  thin  kind  which  might  have  been  made  on  the 
people  by  the.  late  appointment  of  Ministers  to 
treat  with  Prance.  Mr.  G.  did  not  mean  to  express 
any  opinion  on  the  probable  issue  of  that  nomina- 
tion. He  believed  the  President  had  taken  certain 
measures;  and  that  nothing  which  .he  could  do  or 
say  would  either  accelerate  or  delay  those  mea- 
sures. He  wished  to  leave  them  uncontrolled,  to 
have  the  effect  they  may,  whatever  it  may  be.  Yel, 
in  relation  to  what  had  been  said  with  respect  to 
Guadaloupe,  he  believed  that  captures  had  taken 
place ;  yei,  when  we  speak  of  information,  there 
was  a  letter  written  by  one  of  the  commanders  of 
our  vessels,  which  says,  that  a  number  of  vessels 
go  there  fur  the  purpose  of  being  taken,  in  order  to 
carry  on  a  trade  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
Stales.  [The  SpEiXEB  called  lo  order.J  Mr.  G. 
said  be  was  about  to  conclude.  He  considered  this 
bill  as  calculated  to  have  but  little  effect,  and  had 
it  not  been  for  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  he  should  have  been  at  a  loss 
to  have  known  for  what  reason  it  was  passed. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  "with  what  measureyou  mete, 
the  same  shall  be  measured  to  you  again,"  was  a 
doctrine  long  since  establisbed.  It  was  a  doc- 
trine which  injured  man  had  assumed  in  all  coun- 
tries, and  the  justice  of  which  had  been  universally 
admitted. 

An  appeal  to  this  national  sentiment,  and  lo  the 
writers  on  this  aubiec  I,  would  be  a. sufficient  answer 
to  tbe  gentleman's  humanity  for  Frenchmen,  to 
the  forgetfulness  of  bis  fellow-citizens. 

The  general  principles  oi  tbe  law  are  too  jnat 
to  be  questioned.  The  genileman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, well  knowing  that  the  national  feelings  or 
man  must  approve  of  the  principle,  undertakes  to 
distingui-h  away  the  subject.  Instead  of  coming 
forward  to  the  point,  he  has  gone  into  complaints 
against  British  inhumanity.  But  why  speak  of 
British  inhumanity,  if  not  lo  embarrass  this  bill } 
This  bill  is  intended  against  tbe  French  nation. 
If  the  gentleman  wished  a  similar  law  against  the 
British,  neither  he  nor  his  followers  could  be  sus- 
pected of  any  attachment  to  thai  nation,  wliicb 
would  have  prevented  him  or  them  from  bringmg 
forward  sucn  a  measure.  The  gentleman  knew 
such  a  measure  would  be  embarrassed  with  diffi- 
culties; and,  if  it  failed,  it  would  deprive  him  of 
the  argument  he  now  makes  use  of.    Shall  we, 
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said  Mt.  D.,  because  onr  aeamea  ha7e  been  first 
injned  by  Great  Bntain,  wbeo  France  usea  them 
soil  worse,  abandon  them?  Because  they  have 
been  once  injured  with  irapunily,  sball  we  turn 
our  Tweks  upon  theiQ  forever?  The  doctrine  is 
loo  inhuman,  too  absurd,  lo  be  counienanced. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsvlvania  assigns  an- 
other reason  a^inst  ihis  bill,  t'o  make  it  eSectnal 
ke  savs  certain  ioformation  must  be  given  to  the 
EVesident,  riz:  that  the  person  ill  treated  ig  an 
AmeTican  seaman;  and  that  he  lian  received  his 
ill  IrPBlnieat  in  pursuaoce  of  a  decree  of  the  French 
Goremment.  Hax  the  geiitleman  to  learn  that, 
wkea  the  oflieers  ofthe  French  Government  do 
an  aei  of  violence,  which  the  principles  of  human- 
ii)'  and  the  law  of  nations  coiLdemn,  if  the  nation 
does  Dot  punish  its  officeri  for  the  act,  it  must  be 
draie  in  punoance  of  the  ordeii  of  Governmeni  1 

Tbe  genilemaD's  other  ohjectioVwa^  honorable 
to  Americans.  It  iras  that  the  hamanity  of  the 
President,  and  ofthe  people  of  this  country,  would 
■ot  suffer  th«  law,  if  passed,  to  be  carried  into 
effect.  Mr.  D.  said  it  was  difficult  to  reason  on 
this  aobject,  but,  admitting  the  fact,  it  affords  a 
decisive  proof  that  this  power  will  never  be  abused, 
and  at  the  worst,  the  law  could  only  be  ineffectual, 
and  it  might  have  the  good  effect  of  preventing 
the  un|Bincipled  murder  of  onr  countrymen. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had 
diat  tbe  decree  of  the  British  Cabinet  might  hava 
had  some  effect  in  procuring  a  suspension  ofthe 
decree  of  the  Executive  Directory. 

pSr.  Gallatin  denied  having  said  thi 
PicDch  Government  had  suspended  their  decree 
on  account  of  the  threats  of  the  British.  Mr. 
KJD^s  fitEi  letter  is  dated  the  27th  of  November, 
and  bis  second,  mentioniog  the  suspension  of  the 
decree,  the  29tii,  so  that  that  was  impossible.] 

The  gentleman  has  taken  an  opportunity  of 
leferring  lo  tbe  note  of  Lord  OrenTllte.  If  the 
centleman  wasdisposed  to  make  a  philippic  against 
Lord  GrenvUle,  Mr.  D,  said,  be  had  ao  reanoa  ' 
rtodicaie  hini;  but,  when  the  gentleman  went 
far  beside  the  question  to  do  it,  it  showed  be  had 
little  respect  for  his  audience.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  was  certainly  incorrect,  when 
he  said  the  note  of  Lord  Grenville  was  a  direct 
admission  that  impressed  American  seamen  were 
held  on  board  the  British  fleet.  He  would  slate 
a  case  in  which  American  seamen  would  be  liable 
to  tbe  effects  of  the  French  decree,  where  the 
British  Government  could  not  be  censurable. 
Suppose  an  American  vessel  captured  and  plun- 
dered by  the  French,  and  some  of  our  seamen,  to 
escape  the  severities  of  a  French  dungeon,  had 
escaped  and  got  on  board  of  a  British  ship  of  war, 
hoinni!  by  that  means,  in  time,  to  get  to  their  own 
conntry.  Such  cases,  he  had  no  doubt,  had  hap- 
pcoeit,  and  in  such,  the  gentleman  must  allow  our  ! 
catizeBs  rowl  be  liable  to  suQer  as  pirates^  without 
any  blame  reatiu^  on  the  conduct  Ofthe  British. 

Hr.  Ons  said,  it  had  been  so  long  trnfashionable 
to  viadicate  the  conduct  of  France,  or  to  make 
apoto^es  in  her  behalf,  that  those  who  now  wished 
to  do  It,  adempt  to  excite  hatred  against  another 
aation.    The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has 
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gone  altogether  upon  this  principle.  He  has  said 
but  little  against  the  principle  of  the  bill.  His  only 
objection  to  it  was  that  it  was  no  t  sufficiently  exten- 
sive. AdmiHingtheinjarieslo  exist  with  respect  to 
Great  Britain,  and  that  manv  of  our  seamea  have 
been  impressed  b_y  ihemj  did  thfe  gentleman  wish 
us  to  retaliate  by  impressiog  British  seamen?  No 
he  would  be  the  first  to  oppose  such  a,  law ;  and 
yet  thjs  is  the  only  just  kind  of  retaliation  that 
could  be  adopted,  for  he  would  not  wish  us,  because 
the  British  have  impressed  our  seamen,  to  put  the 
first  British  subject  we  meet  to  death;  and  lo  talk 
of  impressing  their  seamen,  would  be  perfectly 

It  was  Dot  incumbent  upon  him.  Mr.  O.  said,  to 
enter  into  any  argument  to  distinguish  between 
the  injuries  which  we  have  received  from  the 
French  and  British  Governments,  nor  to  palliate 
the  conduct  of  any  nation  which  has  dmie  tu 
wrong  i  but  when  things  perfectly  clear  are  rio- 
lentiy  distorted,  to  excite  undue  prejudices  with 
a  view  of  diverting  the  attention  of  the  House 
from  the  subject  before  them,  it  becomes  necessary 
to  notice  the  attempt.  Let  it  be  granted  that 
Great  Britain  impressesour  seamen ;  she  renounces 
every  ri«ht  lo  do  so.  She  perseveres,  it  is  true,  in 
bet  right  to  reclaim  her  own  seamen  from  on 
board  our  vessels,  and  in  making  this  claim,  some 
abuses  may  have  taken  place.- 

If  the  gentleman  from  Peonsylvania  had  seen 
fit  to  do  justice  lo  Lord  Grenville  he  would 
have  turned  to  another  document  laid  before  Con- 

Sress  by  the  Secretary  of  State  last  year,  wherein 
esays  that  Great  Britain  had  never  assumed  the 
principle  of  impressing  American  seamen  His 
friend  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  PiNCKNity)  af- 
firmed what  he  said,  and  showed  that  the  great 
difficulty  was  in  preventing  false  passports  from 
being  given.  This  was  verified  in  the  conduct  of 
Captain  Loring  and  the  Baltimore  sloop  of  war. 
The  difference,  Mr.  O.  said,  between  the  conduct 
of  Fi*nce  and  Great  Britain  towards  us  was  pal- 
pable. GreatBritain  never  refused  to  rectify  gner. 
ances;  she  never  heaped  ouiragesupon  ua.  If  the 
had,  he  should  have  been  for  vengeance  and  waf 
against  that  country,  and  the  cry  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  echoed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  O.  said  be  disdained  that  sort  of  sensibility 
which  his  friend  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Dana] 
seemed  to  think  redounded  to  the  honor  ofthe 
people  of  this  country.  He  owned  it  would  not 
wound  his  feelings,  in  the  smallest  degree^ to  see 
the  law  of  retaliation  executed  opon  any  French 
cilisen  in  America.  If  one  American  citizen  fell 
a  sacrifice  to  tbe  decree  of  France,  it  would  alto- 
gether absorb  his  sympathies  for  Frenchmen. 
There  it  a  French  citizen,  said  he,  now  living  in 
the  neighborhood  of  New  York,  who  originally 
came  here  as  Ambassador  from  the  Fi^nch  Re- 
public; and  I  roust  say  that  I  should  not  feel  the 
iMst  sensibility  if  he  should  fall  a  victim  to  this 
law  I  Indeed,  there  were  French  citizens  enough 
on  whom  to  execute  the  law;  though  he  joined 
gentlemen  on  all  sides  of  the  House  in  hoping 
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The  genTlemsD  Troin  New  York  says  that  a 
law  of  ihis  kind  oughl  not  In  be  passed,  except  in 
time  of  war;  and  yet,  said  Mr.  O.,  the  gentleman 
will  Dot  let  us  go  to  war,  and  in  the  meantime 
ou[  citizens  may  suffer  with  impunity  under  the 
bloody  decrees  of  France.     Bui  he  believed  Con- 

£ess  nad  clearly  the  power,  from  those  words  of 
eConslilution  which  say  "ihey  shall  grant  let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprisal" — reprisal,  doubtless, 
not  only  against  ships,  but  against  property  and 
persons,  lo  pass  a  law  of  ihis  kind.  Mr.  O.  thought 
It  necessary,  therefore,  to  show  to  the  French 
Republic  tnal  we  are  not  negotiating  through 
fear;  that  we  are  desirous  of  keeping  peace  with 
all  the  world,  so  lon^  as  we  can  do  it  consisieut 
with  our  honor  and  mdependence;  but  no  longer. 
Mr.  B.  SMrrn  wished  to  hare  postponed  Ibis 
bill  till  the  next  session.  He  thought  it  improper 
as  il  originally  stood;  as  the  decree  which  was 
passed  two  years  ago  was  never  acted  upon.  In- 
deed he  had  somewhere  seen  that  American  sea- 
men were  released  on  application  of  Mr.  Skip- 
with,  our  Consal  in  France.  The  bill,  as  amend- 
ed, is  far  less  objectionable,  yet  he  wished  it  were 
postponed  till  next  session,  tiecause  he  never  wish- 
ed to  see  a  law  of  this  kind  on  our  code.  He 
agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  that 
it  was  legalizing  murder. 

Mr.  S.  believed  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts mistaken  in  many  respects.     He  himself 
believed   France   was   disposed    to  make   peace. 
Mr.  S.  proposed  an  amendment  lo  the  bill  confin- 
ing the  retaliation  to  persons  captured  in  pursu- 
ance of  any  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates.    If 
this  ameDdmeut  was  agreed  to,  the  bill  would  be 
lea*  exceptionable;  for,  though  the    gentle 
from  Massachusetts  had  said  he  should  not  regret 
the  murder  of  any  French  citizen,  under  this  law, 
bothing  surely  but  the  heat  of  argument  could 
have  led  him  to  »ay  this;  be  must  own  he  thould: 
aor  did  he  believe  that  that  gentleman,  or  an) 
other,  could  lay  hold  of  an  unfortunate  French- 
man, and  put  him  to  death,  though  ooeofoui 
citizens  might  have  suffered  unjustly  and  cruelly 
in  France. 
The  amendment  was  carried. 
Mr.  Macon  did  not  wish  to  see  this  Uv  in 
code.    In  his  opinion  nothing  but  the  utmost 
cessity  ought  to  induce  usiopassit.   Norcouk 
believe  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachus' 
could  see  any  man,  even  if  taken  in  arms,  put  to 
death  io  cold  blood  1    Though  it  mi^ht  be  right 
to  punish  those  who  passed  the  decree,  if  they  could 
be  laid  hold  of,  it  was  a  mournful  thing  to  retali- 
ate upon  innocent  persons  the  offences  of  the 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  quoted  a 
scriptural  passage — "  With  the  same  measure  that 
you  mete,  the  same  shall  be  measured  unto  you.'' 
In  the  same  volume,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  would  also 
find,  "  Do  unto  others  as  ye  would  they  should  do 
unto  you ;"  and  a  law  of  this  kind  coula  not  be  jus- 
tified upon  the  latter  principle. 

It  is  said  we  ought  to  show  that  we  do  not  act 


from  fear.  He  thought  this  one  of  the  last  mea- 
sures the  House  should  pass  to  evince  that.  Mr. 
*1.  hoped,  that  on  the  last  evening  of  ihe  session, 
bill  of  ihis  kind  would  not  be  pressed.  The 
members  had  heretofore  been  accustomed  to  part 
'~  good  humor,  at  the  close  of  the  session,  bow- 
er they  might  have  differed  io  the  course  of  it. 
He  hoped  they  should  not  now  depart  from  this 
custom.  He  therefore  moved  to  postpone  the  bill 
lill  neit  session. 

The  question  for  postponement  was  negatived— 
48  to  37. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  McDoweli^ 
against  the  bill,  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
■'  tae  aad  passed — yeas  56,  nays  30,  as  follows: 

YiAt— John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bul^Bsrtlctt, 
Junes  A.  Btysrd,  David  Brooks,  Sttfibm  BoUoii, 
ChriRoiAn  G.  Chsmplin,  James  Coduw),  Suniwl  W. 
Dana,  John  Dennis,  Oeotge  Dent,  WiUiua  Edmond, 
Abiel  Faster,  Dwi^t  Faster,  Jorwtban  FietuiD,  Na- 
thaniel Freemsn,  jr.,  Henry  Glm,  Chaunccy  GooiriA, 
Wm.  Gordon,  Andrew  Oirtgg,  Roger  Giiawold,  Williun 
Barry  Grave,  John  A.  Haona,  RolMrt  Ooodloe  Hsipce, 
Thonus  Hartley,  WiUism  Hiodmsn,  David  Holme^ 
Heiekish  L.  Houaer,  Juntm  H.  Imlay,  iobn  WiUtas 
KiUcra,  Samuel  Lyman,  James  Machtr,  Williun  Mat- 
thew*, Lewis  R.  Mcffiia,  Huiison  O.  Otis,  fsue  Par- 
ker, Juosh  Paiker,  Thomu  Pinckn^,  John  ReoA,  Jsimi 
Schuremui,  Ssri.Uil  Sewali,  Wiltiun  Shepard,  Thanus 
SinnickMMi,  Nathaniel  Smilh,  Ssmuel  Smith,  Ridiini 
Dabba  Spsighl,  Peleg  Spiague,  George  Thatcher,  Rich- 
ard Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas  Tillinghui, 
John  Trigg,  John  E-  Van  Alen,  Joaeph  B.  yamani, 
Peleg  Wadanortb,  and  Robert  Wain. 

Tj  ITS— Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert  Drown,  Willism 
Charles  Cole  CUibome,  MsHhew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
John  Dawson,  Ji'seph  Eggleslon,  Lucas  Elmend(n{| 
William  Findlej,  John  Fowler,  Albert  GaJIstlD,  James 
Gillospie,  Caim-  B.  Hairisoo,  Jonathan  N.  Havens, 
Walter  Jonea,  Edward  LivingMon,  Matthew  Locke, 
Matthew  Lyoo,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  McCleoictun, 
Joseph  MeDowdl,  Anthony  New,  Tompson  J.  Skin- 
ner, William  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  Bichard  Sluiibnl, 
ThiKnas  Sumlvr,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  CXirtlaiiilt, 
and  Robert  Wiltiama. 

DETACHMENT  OF  MILITIA. 

The  House  took  up  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill  providinsadeiaehment  of  80,000of 
the  militia  of  the  United  States,  which  amendment 
was,  that  "  the  President  should  be  aulhorized  to 
dispense  with  the  detachments  being  made  by  the 
States  east  of  the  Potomac." 

Mr.  W.  Clmborne  spoke  warmly  against  ibis 
amendment,  and  inquired  what  could  be  the  rea- 
son on  which  il  was  founded  1 

Mr.  Otis  supposed  the  reason  of  it  was,  that  the 
States  cast  of  ine  Potomac  held  their  militia  in 
such  good  order  that  they  were  always  ready  to 
march;  and  that  the  miliua  of  the  Southern  States 
were  not  io  ibis  readiness.    Another  reason,(as  the 

Senilemen  from  the  Southern  Slates  appear  most 
esirous  for  this  detacbmenL)  the  Senate  wish  to 
gratify  them  in  it,  and  to  excuse  tho^ie  who  do  not 
wish  for  it.  He  should  therefore  be  in  favor  of  it. 
Mr.  S.  Smith  declared  it  one  of  the  mostexlia- 
ordinary  propoeitions  he  ever  heard  of. 
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Mr.  Venible  exclaimed,  What !  i«  i'e  come  to 
tbis^  that  one  part  of  tbe  nsiioa  shall  hare 
duties  laid  upon  it  which  another  part  is  to  be 
excused  from  7  Have  anjr  ot  the  States  south  of 
the  Potomac  eTer  been  deficient  in  dutf  7  Hare 
aoy  States  been  more  prompt  than  they  ia  esecu- 
liog  the  laws  of  the  United  States?  He  beliered 
DO  militia  in  the  Uo ton  had  dooe  their  dutj  belter. 
Are  we  to  be  told  that  the  Uoioa  is  lo  be  separa- 
ted— that  ooe  kind  of  law  shall  operate  in  one 
rart,aDd  another  in  another  part?  If,  said  Mr. 
V.  we  of  the  Soutbern  Stales  are  lo  become  "  hew- 
er* of  wood  and  drawers  of  water,"  it  is  time  we 
should  know  it.    He  hoped  do  gentleman  could  be 

found  in  the  Hot     "    ^-    - 

Ibis. 

Mr.  Champlir  voted  aeai 

Ssied  at  all,  he  had  no  idea  of  drawing  disgrace- 
I  distinctions  between  tbe  Southern  and  Eastern 
States. 

Mr.  Egoleston  expressed  himself  pleased  with 
the  liberal  it  y  of  the  gen  lie  ma  d  from  Rhode  Islaud. 
He  wished  ine  gentle         -        ■•  -  .    - 


e  far  aa  amendment  like 


n  from  Massachi 
been  eijuatly  liberal.  If  it  was  necessary  to  speak 
in  praise  of  the  militia  of  Virginia,  he  could  do  it 
fully.  [The  Speakeb  said  it  would  not  be  in  or- 
der; and  Mr.  E.  sat  down.] 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
which  were  agreed  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Dana  said  it  was  not  a  tittle  singular  that 
eeatlemen  who  have  been  most  desirous  for  this 
aetachment  of  militia,  now,  when  all  the  honor  is 
confined  to  themselves,  they  deem  it  burdensome, 
as  making  them  "  hewen  of  wood  and  drawers  of 
water."  It  was  objected  lo  as  unnecessary  by  the 
Eastern  States ;  nod  this  amendment  proposes  to 
eicnse  them  from  the  duty,  and  to  give  it  to  those 
who  wish  it. 

Mr.  Harper  said  it  was  not  necessary  lo'go  into 
a^iueals  on  this  ameodroent.  He  was  sorry  to 
Me  it  had  given  rise  to  so  much  warmth.  It  was 
eontrary  to  ererv  idea  of  legislation,  as  it  went  to 
the  passing  of  a  law  to  operate  on  one  part  of  the 
country,  and  not  upon  another. 

Mr.  Clopton  oWrved,  i(  was  true,  that  this 
imeDdmeat  did  not  deserve  to  be  discussed^  but  it 
could  not  be  surprising  that  the  members  from 
Virginia  feel  irritated  by  such  a  proposition,  as  it 
was  evidently  intended  to  insinuate  that  tbe  mili- 
tia ofthe  State  immediately  joining  upon  tbe  mark 
of  distinction  was  not  in  such  good  order  as  their 
Deiffhbor's,  who  were  to  be  excused  from  (be  de- 
tachment. Knowing  that  the  Slate  of  Virginia 
never  had  been  backward,  and  convinced  it  never 
would  be  backward,  in  the  defence  of  the  country, 
in  time  of  danger,  he  hoped  such  a  proposition 

would  Dot  tnt^l  n  mnmpnt's  RoilnIpnnni'i>. 


would  Dot  meet  a  moment's  couotenance. 

MlGali^tih  said,  amongst  other  objections  to 
tbis  amendment,  it  was  impossible  to  understand 
what  it  meant.  He  had  endeavored  to  discover 
whether  that  part  of  Pennsylvania  in  which  he 
lived  could  be  considered  as  east  o(  the  Potomac, 
or  not,  and  was  at  a  loss  to  determine. 

Mr.  Orts  said,  when  this  amendment  first  ap- 
pnred,  he  was  indifferent  as  lo  ib  fate.  He  sop- 
posed  the  gentlemen  from  the  Southern  States 


'  would  have  no  abjection  to  it,  because  they  did 
not  Keemtoconsiderthedeiachmentas  burdensome; 
'  but  as  the  matter  appeared  to  be  illy  received  by 
them,  he  would  not  vote  for  it. 

On  a  wish  being  expressed  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
might  be  dispensed  with,  the  Speaebb  said,  if  there 
was  a  siogle  objection  to  their  being  dispensed 
with,  they  must  be  taken ;  but  no  objection  appear- 
ing, the  amendment  was  rejected  unanimously. 

The  Senate  afterwards  informed  the  House 
that  they  had  postponed  this  bill  till  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

Several  bills  were  then  taken  up  and  passed; 
when 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Livinoston,  to 
adjourn  till  ten  in  the  morning,  as  ii  would  be  im- 

rsible  to  gel  through  the  business  to-night,  and 
understood  the  Senate  were  about  to  adjourn 
to  that  time. 

Mr.  Dana  proposed  to  adjourn  tilt  seven  in  the 
evening;  but  thai  motion  being  negatived,  the 
House  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  on  Sunday  morn- 

Sdndat  Mobniho,  March  3. 

Several  reports  were  made  by  the  Committee 

of  Enrolment,  and  sundry  messages  communicated 

from  the  Senate  relative  lo  the  bills  in  their  pa»- 

VOTB  OF  THANKS. 

Mr.  Cbahplin  rose  and  addressed  the  House  u 
follows: 

"  Sensible  as  I  am  of  the  importance  of  the  duties 
that  at  all  limes  attach  to  a  Kcntlemao  who  pre- 
sides over  ihe  deliberations  of  this  assembly,  and 
more  especially  in  times  of  imminent  dangi^r}  im- 
pressed with  the  able  and  honorable  manner  in 
which  those  duties  have  been  discharged  by  the 
gentleman  who  now  fills  the  Chair ;  ana  believing 
the  sentiments  I  entertain  on  this  occasion  to  be  in 

Eerfect  unison  with  those  of  every  member  of  thia 
[ouse — I  beg  leave  to  Mobmit  a  resolution  expres- 
sive of  the  sense  of  the  House  on  this  subject :" 

He  then  moved  the  following  resolution : 

«  Eaoietd,  That  the  thank*  of  thia  House  be  pre- 
sented to  Jonathan  Dsyicm,  in  tealimon;  of  their  appro- 
b>tiiiD  of  his  conduct  in  dtichargiiig  the  ■rdoons  and 
importuit  duties  sadgned  him  wMbt  in  the  Chair. " 

Tbis  motion  was  received  by  the  Clerk,  and 
the  question  beiog  put  upon  it  by  him,  ihere  ap- 
peared for  it  40,  againrtt  it  22. 

The  resolution  being  carried,  (he  Speaker  rose 
and  addressed  tbe  House  as  follows: 

No  language,  gentlemen,  can  do  justice  lo  those  fed- 
ingi  which  tlus  second  vote  of  spprobation  of  my  con- 
duct, after  fear  jeirt  pTeadeney  m  Ihe  House  of  Reprs^ 
■eatativM,  has  excited  in  m;  bressL  It  would  be  un- 
just in  me  not  to  scknowledge,  that  to  the  sapport  luu- 
liNmly  afliiided,  and  to  the  confidence  onremittedl;  re- 
posed in  me,  rather  then  to  any  merit  of  m;  own,  ii  to 
be  ueribed  tbe  succeia  with  which  you  are  pleased  lo 
declare  that  ^e  dutiee  of  the  Chair  luve  been  execnlad. 

Psrmit  hm  to  say,  Aat  far  from  beinf  dinloMed,  I 
have,  on  the  contrary,  baen  very  mueh  gratjBed  at  hear- 
ing daat  th>  resolntion  of  Ibanki  baa  not  been  peeaed,  a* 
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a  moe  naHw  of  form,  nnuumouil;.     Ai  in  all  public  Mr.  Macon  mored  the  usual  resolulion  Appoiol- 

bodia%  tlxre  Iutc  ever  been  tbuDd  men  frhoae  qiproba-  ing  a  joiat  committee  with  the  Senate,  to  infoim 

tion  miwl  be  cuuidered  bj  the  meritoiioui  u  a  ceruun^  ihe  President,  that  Congress  is  ready  (o  adjourn 

•o  in    thi>  body,  there  ma,    unhappily,    some   whon  witbout  day,  unless  he  has  any  further  comniuni- 

utwure  will  be  regarded  b;  all  whose  eateem  I  value,  as  catloD   to  make  them  ;   which   being  agreed  to. 

tb«  highest  teatimony  of  merit.     A  bout  to  ebandon  the  Messrs.    Otis,   Macon,  and   Bbooks,    were   ap- 

-net  which  I  have  held  in  ihi»  branch  of  Iho  General  poinied  a  committee  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

Lagislalure  for  dghl  succeiwve  yean,  1  leie  advanUga  Mr.  Otis,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  wail 

^rf  the  moiDBnl  which  precedes  our  aepantion  to  t4d  you,  ypg^  (he  President,  informed  the  House  that  they 

gentlemen,  an  a&ctionate  farewell.  lj,j  performed  that  service  j  and  lie  informed  them 

The  Senate  sent  down  a  bill  for  altering  the  "  that  he  bad  no  further  communication  to  make, 

time  of  the  next  meeting  of  Coogiess,  makii^  it,  except  to  express  his  wish  for  the  health  and  hip^ 

instead  of  the  first  Monday  in  Decemlier,  (as  axed  piness  of  the  members,  and  a  pleasant  journey 

by  the  Const itutioti,)  the  third  Monday  in  No-  home  to  iheii  families  and  friends." 

vember.  The  Speakeb  then  adjoiuned  llie  House  with- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayabd,  this  bill  was  re-  out  day. 
iected — 53  votes  being  for  it. 
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APPENDIX 

TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

COMPRISING  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  D00UMBNT8  ORIGINAXma  DURINQ  THAT  CON- 
GRESS, AND  THE  PUBUC  ACTS  PASSED  BY  IT. 


FRANCE   AND  SPAIN. 


M  on  die  I  >Ui  (rf'  M*7,  I7B7.} 
Depahtment  or  State, 

Afoy  17,  I7»7. 
Sir  :  B;  the  direction  or  the  Prnideai  of  (he 
Uoited  Stales,  I  hare  the  honor  to  preseot  the  en- 
closw]  papers,  numbered  from  one  lo  eighteen,  is 
Doled  below,  to  be  laid  before  the  House  of  Rep- 
reaeolatiTes.     I  am,  dec. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 
The  Speieer  of  the  Onut  of  Sept. 

Ko.  I.  General  Piocknef 's  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tatr  of  Slate,  dated  a  t  Pam  December  10th,  1796. 

No.  2.  Report  of  Major  MounlSoreDCe  to  Gen- 
ml  Pinckney,  dated  at  Parti,  December  ISth, 
1796.  •  ' 

No.  3.  Extract  oft  letter  from  General  Pinok- 
nef  10  the  Seontur  of  Stale,  dated  at  Paris,  Jan- 
nan  Sth,  1797. 

No.  4.  Ezlract  ofa  letwr  from  General  Pinck- 
ney to  the  Secretarr  of  Stale,  dated  at  Atnster- 
iim.  Fehraity  IBth,  1797. 

No.  5.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Pinck- 
My  to  the  Secretary  of  State  dated  at  Amster- 
im,  March  Sth,  )797, 

No.  6.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  Mount- 
Boreace  to  General  Pinckney,  dated  at  Paris,  Feb- 
tiwty  14,  1797. 

No.  7.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  Mouat- 
floreace  lo  General  Pinckney,  dated  Paris,  Febni- 
uy  21, 1797. 

No.  8.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Pinck- 
ney lo  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Amsterdam, 
Mareb  8,  1797. 

No.  9.  Speech  of  Mr.  Barras,  President  of  the 
Exeeotive  Directory  of  the  French  Republic,  to 
Mr.  Monroe,  December  30  1796. 

No.  10.  Decree  of  the  Eieeutive  Directory  of 
the  French  Republic  dated  March  2,  1797. 

No.  u.  Extract  of  a  leiier  from  John  ftuincy 
Adams,  Esq.  to  ibe  Secretary  of  Slate,  dated  at  the 
Hwue,  Novemher  4th,  1796. 

No.  12,  Extract  of  a  letler  from  the  committee 
wforeigD  relatione  of  the  Bauvian  Natioaal  As- 
mnbly  to  John  Quincy  Adams,  Biq.,  dated  at 


%.; 


a«Koe,  September  27th,  1796. 
No.  13.  Extract  of  a  letler  from  John  Q^tincy 


Adams,  Esq.,  Minister  of  the  United  Sutea,  at  the 
Hague,  to  ine  committee  of  foreign  relatioujof  the 
Batarian  Natioaal  Assembly,  dated  at  the  Hague, 
October  31st,  1796. 

No.  14.  ExlTBcl  of  a  letler  from  John  Quincy 
Adams,  Esq.,  Minister  of  the  United  StateR,Btthe 
Hague,  lo  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Februa- 
ry 17,  1797. 

No.  15.  Extract  ofaleiterfromRjfus King, Esq., 
Minister  of  the  United  Slates  in  London,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  March  12, 1797. 

No.  16.  Letter  from  the  Chevalier  de  Yrajo, 
Envoy  ExtraDrdiaary  and  Minister  Plenipoten* 
tiary  of  His  Catholic  M^esty,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  dated  May  6, 1797. 

No.  17.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
the  ClievaliM  de  Yruio,  the  Minister  of  Hii  Cath- 
olic Majesty  to  the  United  Slates,  dated  May  17, 
1797. 

No.  18.  Letter  from  General  Pinckney  to  the 
Secretary  of  Slate,  dated  Parts,  Febrnary  1st,  1797. 

No.1. 
Paris,  30th  FriTnaire, 

(Deeember  lOlh,  1796.) 
Dbab  Sib  :  We  left  Bordeaux  on  the  25lh  of 
November,  having  been  detained  there  until  that 
lime :  first,  by  the  badness  of  the  weather,  which 
prevented  the  uoloading  of  the  baggaee,^  and  af- 
terwards hy  soma  necessary  alterations  oeing  made 
to  my  carriage,  lo  eocounter  the  bad  roads  we 
were  threatened  with.  The  roads  were  even 
worse  ihan  the  horrible  description  we  had  heard 
of  them ;  and  we  broke  down  twice,  and  were 
obliged  to  get  three  new'vheels,  out  of  four,  be- 
fore we  reached  this  ciiy,  which  we  at  length  did 
on  the  evening  of  the  5lh  of  December,  I  here 
met  Major  Henry  Rutledge,  my  secretary,  and,  on 
the  morning  of  the  next  day,  (December  6,)  I 
traniimLlled  by  him,  to  Mr.  Monroe,  his  letters  of 
recall,  with  my  complimenis,  and  that  f  would 
wail  upon  him  at  any  hour  he  would  appoint.  I 
received  for  answer  that  Mr.  Monroe  would  see 
me  whenever  I  pleased.  I  immediately  wailed  on 
him.  and  we  had  a  long  conversation  on  the  af- 
fairs of  America ;  in  which  he,  with  a  great  daal 
of  frankness,  communicated  all  the  late  measurea 
of  this  Government  with  respect  to  ours,  and  of 
which  you  must,  long  before  tkts,  have  baea  ap- 
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Relalioni  with  Fremct  and  Spaiiu 


prised,  both  by  Mr.  Adet  and  the  despatches  of 
Mi.  Monroe.  He  also  showed  me  a  letter  which 
fae  had  received  from  M.  De  la  Croix,  ihe  Minis- 
ter of  Foreiga  Affairs,  in  the  follawing  words : 
Hie  Minuter  ofFoieignAfhin  to  CitizeD  Monroe,  Min- 
iiitei  PlBDipalenCuij  of  the  United  States. 
Paris,  \2lh  Frimdire, 

blk  year  tfthe  French  Repablie. 

Citizen  Minister:  The  arriralorMr.  Piack- 
n«y,  at  Paru,  appearing  to  be  near  at  hand,  if  it 
has  not  already  taken  place.  I  conceiv^  that  I 
should  commuDicate  to  vou  certain  fomuili 
which  you  are  to  fulfil  on  the  occasion.  The  usage 
is,  [hat  the  Minister  recalled  and  his  successor 
send  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  A&irs  a  copy  of 
ttieir  letters  of  credence  and  recall.  As  I  prexume 
your  letters  of  recall  hare  already  been  sent 
to  you,  I  request  you  to  communicate  them  to  me 
aa  soon  as  passible.  Greeting  and  fraternity. 
CH.  DE  LA  CROIX. 

1  told  Mr.  Monroe  that  I  thought  it  would  be 
more  respectful  to  the  Minister  to  acquaint  him 
with  my  arrival,  and  to  inform  him  that  we  would 
wait  upon  bim  any  hour  he  should  appoint,  with 
my  letters  of  credence,  and  his  letters  of  recall. 
Accordingly  Mr.  Monroe,  in  ray  presence,  and 
with  my  approbation,  sent  him  the  following  letter: 
The  Minister  FlenipolenliaiT  of  the  United  States  of 

America  to  the  Minirtet  of  Foreigo  AlUn  of  the 

French  Republic 
Pahib.  OecemdCT-6,  (161ft  Frimaire.)    ' 
2\sl  year  of  the  ind^endaifx  of  the 
United  State*  of  America. 

CtTiZEN  MiHiBTER  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  my  successor,  Mr.  Piockney,  is  arrived, 
attd  is  desirous  of  waiting  upon  you  for  the  pur- 
pose of  presenting  a  copy  of  his  letter  of  credence 
for  the  Directoire  Extcutif  of  the  French  Re- 
public.    By  him  I  have  also  received  my  letter  of 
recall.    Permit  me,  therefore,  to  request  that  j 
will  be  so  obliging  as  to  appoint  a  lime  when  1 
Pinckney  and  myself  shall  have  (he  honor  to 
tend  you,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  you  copies 
of  those  documents.    Accept  the  assurance  of  my 
respect.  JAMES  MONROE. 

Ob  Friday  morning,  December  9, 1  received  a 
letter  from  Mr,  Monroe,  informing  me  that  M. 
De  la  Croix  had  appointed  that  day,  between  one 
and  four  o'clock,  p.  m,  to  receive  us.  M.  Qe  la 
Croix's  letter  was  coaceived  in  the  following 

The  Minirtar  of  Foreign  A£bin  to  Citizen  Monroe, 
Minister  Plenipotentiaij  of  the  Dnited  Sulea  of 
Amerie*. 

Paris,  IWA  Frimaire, 

5th  year,  (December  9,  1796.) 
Citizen  Minibter  :  I  hare  received  the  letter 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me,  in  which 

Jou  request  an  inierview  for  Citizen  Pinckney, 
esignated  for  your  successor,  for  the  purpose  of 
delivering  copies  of  his  letters  of  credence,  and 
your  letters  of  lecall.    1  shall  be  glad  to  receive 
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Mr.  Monroe  and  myself,  with  my  secretary. 
Major  Rutted^  about  two  o'clock,  waited  upon 
M.Ue  la  Croix,  and  1  was  introduced  by  Mr. 
Monroe  as  the  person  appointed  as  his  successor. 
The  Minister  at  first  received  us  with  great  stiff- 
ness, but  afterwards,  on  our  converging  on  some 
general  subjects,  he  nobent  and  behaved  n>ith 
civility ;  and^  on  receiving  the  official  copies  of 
our  letters  of^  credence  and  recall,  said  he  would 
deliver  them,  without  delay,  to  the  Directory.  He 
desired  Major  Rmledgetolet  himhare  our  names 
of  baptism,  and  our  ages,  that  cards  of  hospitality 
might  be  made  out.  which  he  said  were  necessa- 
ry to  reside  here  unmolested.  This  requisition 
was  immediately  comjidied  with,  and  he  promised 
to  send  the  cards  the  next  morning.  When  this 
interview  was  known,  the  reports,  which  had  be«D 
spread  abroad  before  my  arrival,  of  my  not  being 
received  by  ibe  Directory,  vanished,  and  the  gea- 
eral  idea  seemed  to  be  that  there  would  be  no  ob- 
jection to  receive  roe  as  Minister  froro  America. 
At  11  o'clock,  on  Monday,  December  12,  Mr. 
Prevost,  (Mr.  Monroe's  secretary,)  called  upon 
me,  and  told  me  that  Mr.  Monroe  had  just  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  M.  De  la  Croix,  and  desired 
to  know  if  1  bad  received  one.  I  said  no.  He 
then  showed  me  M.  De  la  Croix's  to  Mr.  Monroe, 
which  was  as  follows : 


Paris,  Sl«t  /Vt'maire, 
(Dec.  11,  1796,}  MA  year  of  ihe  Prmch 
tlepublte,  one  and  indivinhte. 

Citizen  Midibter  :  I  hasten  to  lay  before  the 
Executive  Directory  the  copies  of  your  letters  of 
recall,  and  of  the  letters  of  credence  of  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney, whom  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  has 
appointed  to  succeed  you,  in  the  quality  of  Mirt- 
ister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  near  the 
French  Republic.  The  Directory  has  charged 
me  to  notify  you  '  that  it  will  not  acknowledge 
nor  receive  another  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from 
the  United  States,  until  after  the  redress  of  the 
grievances  demanded  of  the  American  Govera- 
raent,  and  which  Ihe  French  Republic  has  a  right 
to  expect  from  it." 

1  pray  you  to  be  persuaded,  Citizen  Minister, 
that  this  determination  having  become  neces<^ry, 
allows  to  subsist  between  the  French  Republic 
and  the  American  people  the  sSecliou  founded 
upon  former  benefits  and  reciprocal  interests  ;  an 
anection  which  you  yourself  nave  taken  a  pleas- 

'e  in  cultivating  by  every  means  in  your  power. 

Accept,  Citizen  Minister,  the  assurance  of  mr 
perfect  consideration.     CH.  DE  LA  CROIX. 

I  waited  until  i 

ive  a  notification  from  1 

It  hearing  from  bim,  I  wrote  biro  the  followin 
letter : 
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Relatiofi*  vitk  France  and  Spain 


CrrrZEK  Minibteb  :  Colonel  Monroe  hai  been 
so  good  ma  to  commanicBte  lo  me  your  letter  to 
him  of  the  Slst  Frimaire,  wherein  you  inform 
him  that  joa  had  tubmitted  to  the  Executive  DU 
rfctory  his  letlen  of  rpcaJl,  and  my  letter*  of  cre- 
deoeew  MinuierPlenipotentiary  from  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  thai  the  Directory  had  in- 
iiraeted  yon  to  notify  him  "qa'il  ae  reconnoitra 
et  ne  recerrs  pins  de  Miuisire  Plenipotentiarie 
ia  Eiats  Unis  jnsqn'aprds  le  redresjetnent  dei 
griefs  demandC  kn  Qonreruetneat  Americain,  et 
que  la  Btpabliqne  Fran^oise  eit  en  droit  d'en  at- 
ttndre"  [That  it  wilt  not  acknowledge  nor  re- 
eeire  any  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  Uni' 
ted  Slates,  until  after  the  redress  of  the  grievances 
demanded  of  the  American  QoTernment,  and 
which  the  French  Republic  has  a  '>trbt  to  expect 
from  it.]  This  eommuntcaiion  has  hlled  me  with 
r«al  sorrow,  a*  1  am  thoroughly  convinced  that 
the  sentiments  of  America  aod  its  Govern  meat — 
for  they  are  one — are  misunderstood,  and  that  I  am 
not  permitted  even  to  attempt  to  explain  them,  or, 
in  the  terms  of  my  letters  ol  credence,  to  endea- 
Tor''to  eSkce  nnfavorshle  impressions,  lo  banish 
■nipicions,  and  to  restore  thit  cordiality  which 
was  at  once  the  evidence  and  pledite  of  a  friendly 
nnioD."  Devoted,aslam,  to  the  liberty,  prosperi- 
ty, ind  independence  ofmy  own  country,  the  free- 
dom, happiness,  and  perfect  establishment  of  the 
French  Republic,  have  always  been  dear  to  me. 
Rod  to  have  been  instrumental  in  cementing  the 
good  understanding  which,  from  the  commenee- 
meni  of  their  alliaoce,  has  subsisted  between  the 
two  nation^  would  hare  been  the  heieht  of  my 
ambition.  1  most  ferventlj  pnj  that  there  may 
be  a  speedy  and  candid  mvestigttion  of  those 
points  in  which  you  differ  from  us,  that  affection 
mtty  banish  distrust,  and  that  the  alliance  of  the 
two  RepoUics  may  be  perpeloal. 

In  your  letter  to  Colonel  Monroe  you  do  not 
desire  him  to  make  any  communication  to  me, 
ud  1  am  indebted  to  his  potiteneu  for  the  know- 
ledge I  have  of  the  intentions  of  the  Directory. 
1  mbmit  to  von,  citizen  Minister,  that,  as  the  let- 
len of  recall  had  been  received  by  Mr.  Monroe, 
and  official  copies  of  his  letters  of  recall,  and  my 
letters  of  credence,  had  been  delivered  to  you,  that 
the  aentiments  of  the  Directory  should  be  com- 
manicared  by  you  immediately  to  me,  that  I  may, 
without  delay,  transmit  them  as  from  the  ExeeU' 
tivE  of  this  Republic  to  the  Qovernmenl  of  the 
Dniicd  Suies;  and  that  I  may  be  informed,  by 
yon,  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Directory 
that  1  should  immediately  quit  the  territories  of 
the  Republic,  or  whether  I  and  my  family  may 
Kmain  until  I  hear  from  my  Government.  As  I 
bave  not  received  the  cards  which,  in  your  inter- 
view,  yon  said  I  ought  to  possess  io  order  to  ena- 
ble me  lo  reside  here,  and  that  they  should  be 
tnnsmiiied  to  me  the  next  morning,  I  am  the 
more  donbtful  on  this  subject  than  I  sboald  other- 
'"M  bf.    Accept  my  best  wishei. 

CHARLES  C.  PINCKNEY. 
Ciiizea  De  i^  Caorx, 
Umiltr  of  ^orogn  Affair*  o/tkef^mtkS^tuhtie. 


This  letter  I  sent  hy  Major  Rutledge,  who  de- 
livered it  to  M.  De  la  Croix,  and  made  the  follow- 
ing report  of  what  passed  between  them,  which 
be  immediately  reduced  to  writing: 

PjBis,  S3rf  Frimaire,  (ISth  Dteember.) 
1  this  day  waited  upon  M.  De  la  Croix,  the 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  at  two  o'clock,  a* 
bearer  of  a  letter  from  Qeneril  Pinckney.    I  was 
admitted  immediately  on  sending  in  my  name, 
and  delivered  the  letter.    Having  informed  him 
from  whom  it  came,  and  that  there  was  a  French 
translation  annexed,  he  opened  it  and  proceeded  to 
read  (he  letter  in  my  preiienee,  which,  when  he 
had  finished,  he  desired  roe  to  return  to  General 
Pinckney  as   his  answer :    That  the  Executive 
Directory  knew  of  do  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  United  States  of  America,  since  the  pre- 
sentation of  Mr.  Monroe's  letters  of  recall,  and 
that  the  Executive  Directory  had  charged  him  to 
notify  to  Mr.  Monroe  (here  ne  read  the  quotation 
contained  in  the  lelter)  qu'il  ne  reconnoitra  et  ne 
recevra  plusde  Ministre  Plenipotenliaire  des  Etata. 
Unis,  jusqu'apris  le  redressement  des  griefs  de- 
iinaodt  au   Gouvernement  Americain,  et  que  la 
Rtpublique  Franfoite  ei<t  en  droit  d'en  attendre. 
Which  notification  the  Directory  relied  upon  Mr. 
'    imparting  to  his  own  Government,  as 
communicating  to  General  Pinckney. 
Upon  my  asking  him  if  1  understood  him  rightly, 
he  stopped  me,  hy  repeat  ins  the  substance  of  what 
I  have  mentioned,  with  tne  alteration,  when  he 
he  notification  of  tiieword  American  into 
Federai.     He  then  went  on  to  say,  that,  with 
respect  to  the  second  subject  of  General  Pinck- 
ney's  letter,  be  could   return  no  answer  until  it 
was  laid  before  the  Directory.    I  then  suggested 
'lim  the  inconveniences  lo  which  GeneralPinck- 
'  was  exposed ;  he  replied,  that  he  would  take 
early  opportunity  of  sobmitting  his  teller  to 
the  Directory,  probably  the  next  day.     I  asked  if 
General  Pinckney  should  expect  an  answer;  he 
eplied,  that  their  intentions  shotild  be  signified 
jthet  to  himself  or  to  Mr.  Monroe.    I  then  took 
my  leave,  and  withdrew, 

HENRY  M.  RUTLEDGE. 
On  the  25th  of  Frimaire,  (16ih  of  December,) 
almut  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  Mr.  Giran- 
det  called  on  me,  and  said  he  was  chief  secretary 
in  the  Deparimeni  ofForeign  Affairs ;  that  he  came 
on  the  part  of  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to 
signify  to  me  that,  with  respect  lo  my  letter  lo  him, 
(which  he  produced,  together  with  the  transla- 
tion,) he  could  not  directly  communicate  with 
me  on  it,  as  such  direct  communication  would  be 
acknowledging  me  as  Minister^  when  the  Direc- 
tory had  determined  nnt  to  receive  me;  that,  as  to 
the  other  part  of  my  letter,  relative  to  remaining 
here,  that  ne  supposed  I  was  acquainted  with  the 
laws  of  France,  as  tliry  applied  to  strangers.  I 
told  him  that  I  was  not  acquainted  with  the  local 
laws  of  ihe  Republic;  he  said  that  there  was  a 
decree  which  prevented  all  foreieners  from  re- 
maining at  Paris  without  particular  permission, 
which,  as  the  Directory  did  not  mean  to  grant  to 
me,  of  coarse  the  general  law  would  operate. 
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I  answered,  that  I  could  Dot  conceive  the  hav- 
ing ■  direct  communicaiJOD  with  me  would  in- 
Tolve  the  consequences  he  slated ;  ibat  if  Mr. 
Monroe  had  died  before  my  arrival,  the  in- 
formation that  ihey  would  not  acknowledee  me, 
muat,  of  course,  have  been  made  to  myselfT  Mr. 
Monroe  having  received  his  letter  of  recall  from 
our  Government,  could  not  now  act  oflSeially  any 
more  than  if  he  had  ceased  to  eiist;  thai  I  whs 
indebted  to  Mr.  Monroe's  politeness  for  the  infor- 
mation I  had  received  of  the  intention  of  the  Di- 
lectory  not  to  acknowledge  me,  but  that  he  had 
not  intended  it  as  an  official  coram  nni  cation. 
That,  with  reeard  to  the  laws  of  France  relative 
lo  Birengers,  tHe  law  which  he  had  cited  did  not 
'  apply  10  the  requisition  of  nty  letter,  which  was 
to  know  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Di- 
rectory thai  1  should  quit  the  territories  of  the 
RepuUic  or  whether  I  might  remain  here  tintil 
I  should  near  from  my  Qovernment.  He  said,  he 
rather  believed  that  it  was  the  intention  that  I 
should  quit  the  territories  of  the  tlepublic;  but, 
as  it  admitted  of  a  doubt,  he  would  mention  it  to 
the  Minister,  with  whom  be  was  to  dine,  and 
acquaint  me  with  the  result  in  the  evening.  I 
told  him  I  should  be  obliged  to  bim,  should  it  he 
the  intention  of  the  Directory  that  I  should  quit 
the  Republic,  to  inform  me  in  what  time  I  was  to 
set  out,  as  my  baggage  was  not  arrived  from  Bor- 
deaux; that  1  meant  not  to  ask  any  personal  favor, 
but  to  have  the  intention  of  the  Directory  clearly 
expressed,  as  it  related  lo  me,  in  tbe  situation  in 
which  I  came  to  France.  He  said  he  would,  and 
expressed  a  regret  at  being  the  bearer  of  disagreea- 
ble information,  and  then  departed.  His  beha- 
viour and  manners  were  very  polite. 

Id  tbe  evening,  about  eight  o'clock,  he  returned, 
and  informed  me  that,  in  answer  to  the  doubt 
whieh  had  been  entertained  in  the  morning,  (a. 
doubt,  he  observed,  which  had  proceeded  from  his 
own  inattention  to  the  words  of  M.  De  la  Croix,} 
the  Minister  could  only  reply  that  he  understood 
the  Directory  to  mean  the  territory  of  the  Repub- 
lic, and  not  Paris  alone,  which  was  to  be  quitted  ; 
that  as  to  the  time  in  which  it  was  necessary  lo 
depart,  the  Miifister  could  not  designate  it,  but 
that  he  would  have  another  communication  with 
the  "Directory,  and  that  their  intentions  should 
he  made  known  to  me  in  a  more  explicit  manner 
upon  both  points;  that,  at  the  same  time,  he  must 
inform  me  that,  in  all  probability,  M.  De  la  Croix 
would  not  be  the  organ  through  which  they  would 
be  addressed,  as  the  Minister  of  the  Police  Qiai- 
rale  would  be  the  officer  under  whose  depnpimeni 
my  case  would  come.  I  replied  that  I  apprabeod- 
ed  M.  De  la  Crois  was  the  proper  organ  through 
which  information  should  come  to  me,  as  he 
knew  the  capacity  in  which  I  had  come  to  France: 
whereas,  the  Minister  of  Police  might  regard  me 
as  a  mere  stranger,  and  throw  me  Into  cooBne- 
saent ;  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Directory 
lo  receive  me,  or  not:  but  they  could  not  divest 
themselves  of  tbe  knowledge  which  they  had  of 
tbe  public  character  in  which  I  came  to  France; 
that,  before  1  arrived,  M.  De  la  Cioix  had,  on  the 
ISth  of  Frimaire,  written  to  Mr.  Monroe,  that,  as 


my  arrival  at  Paris  might  he  soon  expected,  if  it 
had  not  already  taken  place,  that  the  cnstom  wa; 
for  tbe  recalled  Minister  and  his  Eueoeasor  to  send. 
respectively,  copies  of  their  letters  of  credence  and 
recall  to  the  Minisler  of  Foreign  Affairs ;  that,  in 
consequence  of  this  notification,  M.  De  la  CriHX 
was  informed  in  writing,  on  the  16th  Frinuur^. 
ihe  morning  after  my  arrival,  by  Mr.  Monroe,  thai 
I  was  arrived  as  his  successor,  and  was  desirous 
of  waiting  on  him,  for  tbe  purpose  of  presenting 
a  copy  ofmy  letter  of  credence  for  the  Kxecutivr 
Directory  of  the  French  Remiblici  that,  on  the 
19th  of  Frimaire,  M.  De  la  Craix  informed  Mr. 
Monroe,  hy  letter,  that  he  would  receive  as,  with 
out  letters  of  credence  and  recall,  between  the 
hours  of  one  and  four,  if  it  soiled  us:  agreeably  (o 
which  notification,  we  waited  on  him,  and  I  wn 
introduced  to  bim  by  Mr.  Monroe  as  his  successor ; 
that  we  presented  official  copies  of  our  letters  of 
recall  and  credence;  that  be  promised  to  lay  ifaes 
before  the  Directorr,  and  also  promised  that  cardi 
of  hospitality  should  he  sent  to  me  and  Hajot 
Ruiledge  the  next  meaning;  that  M.  De  la  Croix, 
on  the  21st  Frimaire,  wrote  lo  Mr.  Monroe,  aai 
informed  bim  ''that  be  had  laid  before  the  Direc- 
tory tbe  copy  of  his  letters  of  recall,  and  of  ibe 
letters  of  credence  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  whom  the 
President  of  Ihe  United  States  had  named  to  suc- 
ceed him  in  quality  of  Minister  Plen^ientiart 
of  the  said  Statei'near  the  French  Republic." 
From  all  which  circumstances,  the  character  wilb 
which  I  was  invested  must  be  apparent  both  to 
the  Directory  and  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs;  and  that,  in  that  character,  I  was  entitled 
to  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  nations,'  whetba 
tbe  Directory  received  me  or  not.  If  they  per- 
mitted me  to  remain  until  I  heard  from  my  Gor- 
ernment,  I  was  under  the  protection  of  those 
laws:  if  they  ordered  me  to  quit  the  territories  (tf 
tbe  Republic,  I  was  still  entitled  to  letters  of  safe 


conduct,  and  pawports  on  my 
■'  ■    Was  the  caw  even  with  M 

Powers,  much  more  ought  it  to  apply  betwem 


a  my  journey  out ;  that 
this  Was  the  case  even  with  Ministers  (rfbdltge- 

KighlittoB     '    ' 

us,  who  were  at  peace.    He  said,  suppoxng  i 


De  la  Croii  had  been  mistaken  in  having  desired 
my  letters  of  credence,  in  seeing  me,  and  in  his 
laying  those  letters  of  credence  IjeTore  the  Diree- 
tory,  such  mistake  of  the  Minister  could  not  be 
binding  on  the  Directory.  I  replied  that  it  was 
impossible  for  me  to  admit  that  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  A&irs  had  commiited  a  mistake  in  hij 
ofBcial  duty;  he  was  held  forth  to  the  world  as 
Minister;  all  his  acts  must  be  accredited  a^t  per- 
formed within  the  line  of  bis  duly,  and  under  a 
competent  authority;  and  that  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Mooroe  showed  he  was  deairow  that  the  estab- 
li^ed  usage  should  be  complied  with.  He  said 
he  did  not  allege  that  there  was  a  mistake:  be 
had  only,  for  argument's  sake,  urged  a  supposition, 
which  might  be  unfounded;  that  he  would  com- 
municate what  I  mentioned  to  M.  De  la  Croii- 
I  desired  him,  at  ibe  same  time,  to  inform  M.  De 
la  Croix  that  I  requested  whatever  fiirther  pasKd 
might  be  in  writing,  that  no  mistakes  mifht  hap- 

EQ  by  verbal  communication,  and  that  I  mignl 
ow  expliciUy  what  were  the  intentiou  otitxt 
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IMation*  with  /Vance  asd  Spain. 


Direeiorjr.  Since  this 
betrd  frotn  ibe  Direclory,  or  Hiiy  of  the  Ministers 
01  tbeit  a^Dts.  My  siiuation,  at  you  ma^  easily 
conceiTe,  is  unpleaMut;  but  if  1  can  uliiinalely 
readcT  any  services  to  my  country,  I  shall  be  fully 
compensated :  at  all  eTents,  it  shall  be  my  stody 
10  avoid  inereasiDg  the  discontent  of  (his  Oovern- 
mcDt,  without  cominittiBg  tbe  honor,  dignity,  and 
ttspectdue  to  one  own.  Should  I  fait  in  doing 
thii.  or  should  I  err  in  the  measures  I  pursue  to 
KCompliah  it,  the  failing  will  not  be  in  my  zeal, 
bat  shonid  be  charged  to  my  want  of  ability.  At 
present,  I  think  the  ground  I  bare  taken  haa  paz- 
iled  them:  they  wish  me  gone,  bnt  they  appre- 
hend that  it  wonld  be  too  harsh  a  measure  to  send 
oC  in  a  peremptory  manDer,  the  Minister  of  my 
country;  tbongh  there  is  no  saying  what  their 
CDDduct  will  ollimaiely  be,  as  1  am  informed 
that  ibey  have  already  sent  off  thirteen  foreign 
HioisterK:  and  ■  late  emigrant,  now  here,  has  as- 
anred  them  that  America  i*  not  of  greater  conse- 
qaence  to  them,  nor  onghl  to  be  treated  with 
greater  reaped,  than  Geneva  or  Geaoa.  Those 
who  regard  ua  as  being  of 'some  eonseqoence, 
Mem  to  have  taken  up  an  idea  that  our  Qorem- 
Bcnt  acts  nnon  principles  opposed  to  the  real 
untimeuts  of  a  large  majority  of  our  people,  and 
ilKyare  willing  to  tem[>orize  until  the  event  of 
lite  election  of  President  is  known;  thinking  thai, 
if  one  public  character  is  chosen,  be  will  be  at- 
uhed  to  the  interest  of  Great  Britain;  and  that, 
if  saoiher  cbarmcier  is  elected,  he  will  be  (to  use 
Ihe  eipresston  of  Du  Pont  de  Ncraonrs,  in  the 
Council  of  Ancients)  devoted  to  the  interest  of 
PtiDce;  eatenaming  the  humiliating  idea  that 
we  are  a  people  divided  by  party,  the  mere  crea- 
tures of  IbreigD  influence,  atid  regardless  of  our 
national  character,  honor,  and  interest  To  eradi- 
cate this  ill -conceived  and  unfouuded  Opinion, 
will  be  a  work  of  time  and  labor,  so  greatly  have 
tbey  been  prejudiced  by  misrepresentation.  The 
reasons  that  are  alleged  here  for  the  eondnet  of 
■he  present  Government  of  this  country  to  as.  you 
bive  already  been  apprised  of  from  Mr.  Adet  and 
Ur.  Monroe.  The  letter  of  the  31st  Frinuire, 
from  M.  De  la  Croix  to  Mr.  Monroe,  above  reci- 
ted, shows  the  distinction  which  this  Qovernmeni 
uttmpis  to  make  between  the  American  people 
andtbeir  Qoverament;  at  the  same  time,  Major 
MoDQtfloren tie's  report  to  me,  which  I  enclose, 
shows  Ibat  the  property  of  the  American  citizens 
'>  Dot  respected  in  the  cases  be  mentions.  I  trust 
that  America  will  show  that  her  Notiinents  and 
ihose  of  her  Qovemment  are  one;  and  that  she 
will  never  sn8er  any  foreign  nation  to  interfere 
in  hei  concetos;  and  that  an  nttempt  to  divide 
her  eiiizens  will  be  the  ''signe  de  ralliement,"* 
andiendnthemthemoreunited.  Asmuchaslam 
ayerseioasea  voyage,!  should  immediately  have 
sailed  for  Pfailadelphia,  on  knowing  the  determi- 
nation of  the  Directory  not  to  acknowledge  me, 
ibal  I  might  receive  personally  the  inslru 

'>f  the  Administration  of  our  Oovemmeni, 

FBTticslarlyat  a  lime  when  Coagresa  was  sitting; 


but,  as  !  am  itiformed,  the  orders  to  Mr.  Adet  were 
issued  about  the  19ih  of  August,  and  that  the  vea- 
sel  which  carried  ihem  sailed  from  L'Orieot  about 
the  7th  of  September,  I  thought  it  probable  that 
new  instructions  might  be  forwarded  to  me  be- 
fore I  could  arrive  in  America:  and  I  hate  there- 
fore determined,  if  the  Directory  will  not  suffer 
me  to  remain  upon  the  territory  of  the  Republie, 
until  I  hear  from  you,  to  proceed  to  Amsterdam, 
and  stay  there,  until  I  shall  receive  coders  bow  to 
act,  or  whether  to  retarn  home. 

I  have  seen  Mr.  Monroe  very  ol^en  since  mr 
arrival:  his  conduct  has  been  open  and  eandia, 
and  1  believe  he  has  made  me  every  communicft- 
■iw  which  he  thought  would  be  of  service  to  oar 
country.  He  undoubtedly  felt  himself  hurl  at  bit 
being  superseded;  but  I  am  convinced  he  has  not, 
on  that  account,  left  anything  undone  which  he 
thought  wonld  promote  the  objects  of  my  misnon. 
The  Directory  and  Ministers  had,  for  some  tima 
before  they  were  informed  of  his  removal,  treated 


Should  this  Qovernmeot  attempt  to  make  anj 
further  commttnications  to  me,  tli rough  him,  h« 
has  promised  me  to  inform  them  that  he  cannot 
comply  with  their  desire,  as  bis  powers  hare 
ceased.    I  remain,  with  great  respect.  &e., 

CHARLES  0.  PINCKNEY. 
Coloael  PicKEBiKu,  Secretarj/ of  Stale. 

No.  2. 

M^OT  MonntHiirenee'*  Rsport,  given  in  to  Ganaral 
PInckney,  the  1  Mi  December,  ITH. 

COMBttLAT    AMEHICAIN, 

PiBit,  Dteember  18,  ITM. 

Sib  :  In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Shipwith,  I  will 
endeavor,  at  your  desire,  to  make  yon  a  succinct 
general  report  of  the  present  situation  of  our  com- 
mercial interests  in  this  country,  in  the  best  man- 
ner that  tbe  shortness  of  the  time  will  admit  of. 

Since  several  months,  the  Executive  Directory 
has  girpu  evident  syrapliDms  of  displeasure  Co  warns 
our  Government;  which  has  been  generally  aCtribn- 
ted  to  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  Oreat  Britain. 
In  consequence  of  which,  orders  have  been  given 
to  their  cruisers  to  visit  every  neutral  vessel  going 
in,  or  coming  from,  an  English  port,  hut  tbete 
order*  are  common  to  the  Dameh  arut  Swedieh 
vetaeU  a*  vieU  at  to  our  ovn.  Numbers  of  our 
vessels  have  been  brought  into  tbe  ports  of  France 
by  virtue  of  these  orders,  and,  in  a  subsequent 
report,  I  shall  have  tbe  honor  of  submitting  to  yon 
a  nominative  list  of  all  of  them,  informing  you  of 
the  several  proceedings  respecting  each  of  them ; 
several  of  them  have  been  already  released;  some 
of  the  cargoes  temporarily  sequestered ;  and  others 
now  libelled  before  the  tribaaals  of  commerce. 
During  tbe  government  of  the  Convention,  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safely  had  exclusively  th« 
cognizance  of  all  matters  respecting  prizes  or 
captures  at  sea;  which  committee  gave  judg- 
ment on  the  reports  of  the  executive  commission 
ofmarine;  but  since  the  organization  of  thepresent 
constitution,  the  legislature  has  passed  a  law  on  tho 
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Selatioru  with  France  and  Spain. 


27ih  of  April  last,  giTiag  power  to  ihe  tribunals 
of  comoteree  io  every  port  of  France,  to  take 
eoffoizRuce,  in  ibe  first  instaQce,  oferery  matter 
leHilire  to  capturea  at  sea;  from  whose  judgment 
■ppealB  may  be  carried  b«fore  the  civil  tribunals 
of  the  respective  deparlmeDLi ;  and  one  of  the 
'icles  of  the  aforesaid  law  enacts,  that  ' 


:s  of  the  Executive  Directory  near  the  tri- 
bunals (whose  duties  are  similar  to  those  of  our 
attorneys  general)  mav,  if  they  see  cause,  refer  the 
whole  proceedings  to  tue  Minister  of  Justice,  to  take 
the  opmion  of  the  Directory  thereon,  before  jud^- 
nient  be  given  by  the  said  tribunals.  I  deemed  it 
necessary,  sir,  to  eater  into  these  particulars  in 
orderto  elucidate  theproceedingswhicb  have  lately 
taken  place  in  respect  to  some  of  our  vessels,  cap- 
tured and  libellea.  The  tribunals  of  commerce 
arc  chiefly  composed  of  merchants,  and  most  of 
ihem  are  oirectlyor  indirectly,  more  or  less,  inter- 
ested in  the  fitting  out  of  privaieers,  and  therefore 
ueoftenparliescoucernedin  the  controversies  they 
are  to  determine  upon.  This  happened  in  the  case 
ofCapt.John  Bryant,  ofNorfulk,  in  Virginia,  which 
i  beg  leave  to  relate  to  you:  Captain  John  Bry- 
ant, master  of  the  Fanny,  of  Portsmouth,  in  Vir- 
ginia lost  that  vessel  at  sea,  having  a  sea-letter, 
whicn  be  preserved,  and  was  taken  up  by  the  brig 
Francis,  of  Salem,  and  carried  lo  Spain  ;  from 
whence  he  relurne'd  lo  Norfolk,  where,  having  re- 
ceived the  command  of  the  Powhatan,  of  Rich- 
mond, he  proceeded  in  her  to  London,  where  the 
nid  vessel  was  sold  by  the  owners.  He  purchased 
in  England  from  our  Consul,Mr.  Joshua  Johnson, 
a  prize  vessel,  the  Royal  Captain,  and  traded  with 
ber  under  ibe  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  made 
several  coasting  voyagen  from  one  French  port  to 
another,  his  ship's  papers  having  been  found  regu- 
lar. But,IatelyDouna  from  Flushing  to  Bordeaux, 
with  a  cargo  belonging  to  him,  he  was  caplured 
by  a  privateer  from  Boulogne,  and  brought  into 
that  port.  The  judges  of  the  tribunal  were  most 
of  them  concerned  in  the  privateer,  and  of  course 
declared  the  Royal  Captain  a  lawful  prize,  under 
pretence  ihal  she  bad  no  sea-letter.  Appeal  has 
been  made  from  that  judgment  and  the  case  re- 
ferred lo  the  Minister  of  Justice.  Mr.  Skipwith 
and  myself  waited  on  the  Minister  and  had  a  long 
conference  with  him  on  the  proper  construciion 
to  he  made  of  the  25[b  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Commerce  between  the  United  States  and  Prance. 
The  Minister  having  acknowledged  the  Royal 
Captain  and  her  cargo  to  be  American  property ; 
but  insisting  upon  its  being  liable  to  condemna- 
tion, not  being  furnished  with  a  sea-letter,  we 
urged  to  him,  that  the  very  article  of  the  treaty 
a^n  which  he  founded  his  opinion,  did  not  specify 
seizure  or  confiscation  of  vessels  which  should  not 
be  provided  with  sea-letters ;  that  every  peoHl 
law  was  lo  be  construed  liberally  ;  that  the  o^ect 
of  the  treaty  must  have  been  reciprocal  beoefii  to 
the  merchants  and  commerce  of  both  countries ; 
tbat  the  interpretation  given  by  him  to  that  arti- 
cle would  operate  in  a  quite  opposite  manner,  and 
ptace  the  merchants  of  the  United  States  in  a 


than  if  there  had  be«i  no  treiij. 
which  most  certainly  could  never  have  been  ilie 
inienlioD  of  liiiher  of  the  contracting  parlies;  fat 
if  there  existed  no  treaty,  most  undoubiedljr  ii 
American  vessel  being  brought  into  a  Freaebptin 
would  be  immediately  released,  upon  due  proof 
being  made  of  her  being  American  properly,  tad 
consequently  neutral.  Besides,  we  allied  ibil 
this  doctrine  had  been  sanctioned  in  France  liiKt 
the  commencement  of  hostilitiea,  several  hundred 
of  our  vessels  having  visited  ibeir  ports.  iDd  nil 
exception  being  laken  to  the  want  of  sea-letim; 
indeed  they  have  never  been  heretofore  asked  fM; 
that  the  French  Oovemment  had  sold  a  veif  con- 
siderable number  of  prize  vessels  to  our  mercbuu 
in  payment  ofsuppliesbr  them  furnished,  or  ottia- 
wise ;  some  of  wnich  bad  been  chartered  by  ihf 
very  agent*  of  the  Government,  for  suodrv  loj'- 
ages  in  Europe,  all  of  which  had  no  seakim 
nor  could  they  ever  obtain  any  before  they  mule 
a  voyage  to  the  United  Sutes.  All  we  could  ob- 
tain from  the  Minister,  was  his  saying,  disi  lie 
would  reconsider  the  matter  and  take  the  decision 
of  the  Directory.  Nothing  yet  has  transpired  n 
this  subject;  but,  two  days  ago,  letters  from  Bieii 
mentioned  that  the  Diana,  Captain  IngrBham,rrDiii 
Savannah  to  Europe,  sent  into  Brest  by  a  Frcii(h 
privateer,  has  been  condemned  by  the  iribuiul  al 
commerce  of  that  port,  and  that  the  only  moiire 
for  condemnation  was  the  want  of  a  sea-letier.  1 
have  wrote  to  Mr.  Barnet,  the  consular  agenlit 
Brest,  to  instruct  the  counsellor  on  the  appeil  m 
apply  to  ihe  commissary  of  the  Directory  crti 
the  tribunal  of  the  department,  to  hare  the  nana 
referred  to  the  Minister  of  Justice.  Should  liie 
Directory,  sir,  decide  this  important  question  upoi 
the  consiruciion  of  the  26ih  article,  in  the  Mine 
manner  as  the  tribunals  of  commerce  have  dcmt 
it  would  be  very  alarming  to  our  trade,a3  we  hare 
a  vast  number  of  vessefs  io  tbat  piedicimeiil, 
many  of  which  are  now  in  the  several  porisai 
France.  As  to  the  several  claims  of  the  Ainerh 
can  citizens  against  the  French  Governmeai,  lot 
supplies  furnished  here  and  in  the  We^i  Inilies, 
spoliations,  embargoes  at  Bordeaux,  and  at  Bmi, 
and  other  ports,  indemnities  for  illegal  ctploKt 
and  detention  of  our  vessels,  freights  of  vesub 
chartered  by  the  French  agents  in  the  V^m 
States,  drafb  of  the  colonial  administrations  upon 
the  national  treasury,  delegations  of  the  said  u- 
ministrations  on  the  Minister!  of  France  near  the 
United  States;  nothing  can  be  done  with  them 
for  the  moment;  but  this  suspension  is  coiniiii» 
to  all  the  claimants  of  other  neutral  naiions,  m 
likewise  to  the  Franch  creditors ;  for,  indeed,  the 
embarrassment  of  their  finances  is  such  that  mur 
of  the  officers  of  Qovernment  cannot  obtain  id' 
payment  of  the  arrears  due  to  them.  I  deemtt 
also  my  duty,  sir,  to  inform  you  that  a  foici;<i 
built  sloop,  the  Nancy,  Captain  Berrv,  bsri« 
been  detained  at  Calais  by  the  custom-ncuse  o^ 
cersof  that  port,  the  tribunal  of  commerce  orderw 
her  to  be  released,  provided  the  Minister  of !» 
United  Stales  near  the  French  Republic,  mam 
countersign  her  ship's  papera.  Having  *t  Ihu 
moment  no  Minister  acknowledged  by  IheFrcncIi 
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Republie,  Captain  Berry  writtng  a  rer;  pressing 
letter  to  be  able  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  ihe 
aToresaid  tribuoal,  which  orders  are  conformable 
to  a  late  rt^^IJon  of  theDirectory,  1  have  waited 
on  the  Minister  of  Poreign  Relations,  to  submit 
the  difficulty  we  labor  under  in  thai  rvspeci,  nnd 
ibalt  have  the  honor  of  commuuicaiingtoyou  bis 
answer  wben  it  shall  be  given. 
With  great  respect,  &c., 

J.  C.  MOUNTPLOEENCE. 
Major  General  Pimoknby. 

No.  3. 

Bitiaetof  aMMr  (rwn  G«nerd  nm^nar  to  tba  Smtc- 

lai7oraui«. 

Pabib,  January  6, 1797. 

Deab  Sih:  The  cessation  of  Mr.  Monroe's 
functions,  and  the  dormancy  of  mini' 
try,  hare  been  attended  with  many  iuc 
to  our  fellow-citizens ;  among  others,  the  difficulty 
orobiaining  passports  lo  come  fiom  the  out-ports 
to  Paris,  and  to  go  from  Paris  out  of  the  Republic, 
were  complainrd  of;  and'I  conceired  it  my  duly, 
tbongb  not  acknowledged  by  this  Qoverument,  lo 
eodeavor  to  remedy  this  grievance;  for  (o  our 
countrymen,  arriring  here  from  the  [erriiories  of 
a  Fewer  at  war  witn  the  Republic,  it  was  really 
so,  as  they  were  put  into  confmemeol  on  their  ar- 
rival at  the  port,  udIcas  ihey  could  give  security 
for  their  g;ood  behaviour  until  they  could  obtain 
passports  Irom  our  Minister  at  Paris — which  pass- 
ports were  cooolersigned  by  the  Minister  of  For- 
eign Afiairs  ;  and  present  circumstances  did  not 
eTen  admit  of  these  dilatory  passports.  I,  there- 
fore, requeiited  my  Secretary,  Major  Henry  Rut- 
ledge,  10  wait  upon  M.  De  la  Croiz  on  this  sub- 
jecL  and  desired  bim,  al  (he  same  time,  to  obtain 
from  bim,  Dnofficially.  an  account  of  wbal  the 
Directory  bad  resolved,  with  renrd  to  the  points 
eoDcerning  my  residence,  which  Mr.  Oiraudet  had 
informed  me  M.  Dp  la  Croiz  woald  submit  to 
their  determination.  Major  Ruiledge  waited  upon 
M.  De  la  Crois,  and  made  me  the  following  re- 
port: 

Pabib,  December  26, 1796. 

I  this  day,  at  twelre  o'clock,  called  upon  the 
Hinisler  of  Forei^  Affairs,  ana  beii»  admitted, 
after  wailing  some  litile  time,  1  informed  him 
that  I  came  on  the  part  of  General  Pinckoey,  who 
had  desired  me  lo  say  ll^at,  although  he  had  not 
Ihe  honor  to  address  him  in  an  official  capacity, 
yet  his  feelings  would  not  excuse  him  from  com- 
mnnicBting  an  article  of  intelligence,  in  which 
the  humanity  of  both  naiions  was  interested— it 


had  oflate  arrived  in  the  different  parts  of  France. 
Thtt,  in  conformity  to  the  regulations  of  the  po- 
lice, all  foreigners,  upon  their  arrival  on  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  Republic,  were  arretted  and  put 
into  confinement  until  they  bad  obtained  from 
[he  Ministers  of  their  respective  countries,  ne«r 
^e  Republic,  a  patspori  countersigned  by  the 
Hinisler  of  Foreign  Afbirs.  Thai  the  circum- 
stance of  hartng  no  Miniatei  Mknowledgsd  by 


<he  French  Republic,  had  thrown  the  American 
citizens  into  a  predicament  which  had  rendered 
(hem  incapable  of  complying  with  the  aceos- 
tomed  forms.  That  the  consequence  was  their 
having  remained  for  some  time  past  in  prison, 
which,  at  tbe  present  season,  was  a  situnlion from 
which  they  could  not  be  loo  soon  released  ;  it 
waa,  therefore,  to  know  in  what  manner  to  an- 
swer their  rarions  applications,  and  lo  be  informed 
to  what  authority  he  should  refer  them  for  relief, 
that  General  Pincknev  had,  at  this  moment,  taken 
the  liberty  to  trouble  nim.  The  Minister  replied, 
that  an  arrttt  had  been  made  on  the  subjeci,  and 
that,  in  future,  all  petitions  for  passports  on  behalf 
of  the  American  citizens,  should  be  addressed  to 
(he  Minuter  of  the  Police  Gtuirale.  That  he 
would,  however,  charge  himself  with  any  which 
General  Pincfcney  might  have  at  that  moment  by 
him,  if  be  preferred  the  chanod  of  bis  depart- 
meni.  I  thanked  him  for  bis  politeness,  and  made 
a  motion  (o  go,  but  stopped  and  asked  bim  if  he 
had  beard  anything  furtlier  from  the  Directory  as 
to  their  intentions  respecting  General  Pinckner'a 
remainiog  where  he  was.  He  answered,  with 
marks  of  great  surprise,  that  he  thought  he  bad 
already  eznlained  himself  with  sufficient  clearness 
on  the  subject ;  ihat  he  had  signified  to  General 
Pinckney,  long  since,  the  impossibility  of  his  stay- 
ing ;  that  bethought  hehadezercisedmueh  "eon- 
descendance"  in  having  been  so  long  silent ;  which 
he  had  been  induced  io  do  hy  General  Pincknef's 
having  complained  of  (he  delay  of  his  baggage, 
which,  be  supposed,  must,  by  this  time,  have  ar- 
rived from  Bordeanz;  that,  in  short,  he  should  be 
sorry  if  bis  further  stay  should  compel  htm  to 
give   informalion  to  the  Minister  of  tbe  Police. 


tion  which  be  bad  been  pleased  to  make  to  Gene- 
ral Pinckney,  through  his  Secretary,  Mr.  Oirau- 
det;  that  that  gentTeman  had  called  on  General 
Pinckney,  and  had  very  clearly  eipreosed  the 
wishes  of  the  Directory,  in  answer  to  a  letter 
which  he  had  written  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  requesting  to  know  their  will ;  which  de- 
sire was,  that  General  Pinckney  should  consider 
himself  in  the  light  of  any  common  stranger,  to 
whom  a  card  of  hospitality  was  refused,  and  who 
was  compelled,  by  the  laws  respecting  foreigners, 
to  withdraw  from  ihe  terriiories  of  the  Republic. 
That  General  Pinckney  had  refused  to  renrd 
himself  in  any  oiber  light  than  the  one  in  which 
he  had  eniered  France,  which  had  not  been  in 
a  private  capacily,  but  in  a  public  character; 
which  circumstance  had  been  omeially  announced 
10  the  Directory,  by  his  having  delivered  to  tbe 


Minister  of  Foreisn  Affairs  a  copy  of  his  letters 
of  credence  and  or  other  acts.  That  this  pre- 
cluded all  laws  relative  to  stranger*  from  ope- 


rating on  him,  and  put  him  under  the  protection 
of  the  law  of  nations,  which  he  claimed  in  his 
favor.  That  Mr.  Giraudet  bad  taken  leave  with 
a  promise  to  communicate  (o  the  Minister  of  For- 
eign AOsirs  the  ground  which  General  Pinckney 
had  taken.  That  he  returned  again  in  the  eve- 
ning, and  (hen  said,  that  the  Minister  wtrald  again 
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lay  Qcneral  PiackDcy's  letter  before  the  Directory, 
■nd  thai  iheir  intentiooa  should  be  made  known 
10  bim  as  soon  as  possible.  All  this  had,  do  doubt, 
been  faithfully  related  to  him  by  bis  secretary, 
He  answered  that  Gieaeral  PincRney  must  have 
mistakea  Mr.  Giraudet  as  to  bin  intention  of  aeaia 
laying  his  letter  before  the  Directory.  I  told  Mm 
that  It  was  impossible ;  for  that  I  had  been  present 
at  both  con verrat ions,  Id  which  the  materia/  points 
had  paued  in  English,  and  been  repeated  in 
French.  He  then  said  Mr.  Qinudet  had  acted 
withoDt  his  authority.  I  replied,  that  Ocneral 
Pinckoey  had,  however,  waited  uotil  this  mo- 
ment in  expectation  of  {tearing  from  him,  agree- 
ably to  Mr.  Qiratidet's  promise ;  that  he  was  very 
fat  from  intending  to  dispute  the  will  of  the  Eie- 
cutiTe  Directory ;  what  he  wanted  was  a  com- 
mnnication  of  their  wishes  in  writing.  He  said 
that  it  had  already  been  given.  I  desired  to  know 
when ;  he  answered  in  the  notification  which  he 
had  made,  by  their  order,  to  Mr.  Monroe ;  that  it 
had  contained  their  sentiments  on  Mr.Pinckney's 
staying,  inasmuch  as  that  his  not  being  received, 
implied  that  he  should  depart.  I  denied  that  it  was 
a  fair  deduction  ;  he  insisted  that  it  was;  I  de- 
clared that  it  had  not  struck  General  Pinckoey  or 
any  person  with  whom  he  had  conversed;  but 
that,  however,  if  luch  was  the  construction  which 
he  had  put  upon  it,  1  flattered  myself  ihai  he  could 
have  no  objection  to  throwing  his  idea  upon  pa- 
per, that  General  Pinckney  might  have  something 
more  substantial,  than  the  aatheaticiiy  of  the 
word  of  his  secretary  to  justify  himself  to  his 
own  Government,  for  quitting  a  spot  to  which  be 
bad  come  in  obedience  to  their  orders.  The 
Minister  here  turned  from  roe  withsome  warmth, 
andsaidthatbeshoulddonostich  thing;  that  Gene- 
ral Pinckney  might  make  his  own  deductions; 
h«  desired  to  have  no  more  communication  with 
him.  1  only  replied  by  a  bow,  satisfied  to  end  a 
conversation  which  had  already  lasted  near  half 
an  hour  ;  during  which  I  had  not  been  admitted 
to  the  honor  of  a  seat. 

HENRY  M.  RUTLEDGB. 

This  behaviour  of  M.  De  la  Croix's  did  not  in- 
duce me  to  alter  my  conduct ;  I  considered  that  I 
was  at  the  post  where  my  duty  required  me  to 
remain  until  1  received  orders  rrom  my  Govern- 
ment how  to  conduct  myaelf,  or  till  this  Govem- 
■Bent  should  give  me  a  written  mandate  to  depart, 
or  send  me  passports  as  a  Minister  of  my  country 
whom  they  would  not  suffer  to  remain  here;  or 
would  do  some  unequivocal  act  rnpecting  me  as 
would  justify  me  in  going.  M.  De  la  Croix's 
coDversatiou  with  Major  Ruiledge  I  did  not  deem 
such }  I  baTc  therefore  staid ;  though  notwith- 
standing the  inclemency  of  a  journey  for  my 
family,  at  this  season  of  the  year  to  Amsterdam, 
it  would  have  been  more  agreeable  to  me  to  have 
gone  away  than  to  have  remained  here  in  this 
situation.  This  interview,  however,  prevented  me, 
tmtil  three  days  ago,  from  changing  my  lodgings, 
which  were  very  expensive  and  inconvenient  j 
when,  not  receiving  any  further  intimation  to  de- 
part I  changed  them,  and  have  not  yet  heard  from 


M.  De  la  Croiz.  When  1  was  sending  away  the 
I  triplicate  and  quadruplicate  of  No.  2,  the  speech 
'  of  M.  Barras,  President  of  the  Directory,  to  Mr. 
j  Monroe,  appeared,  i  therefore  tianimitied  it  to 
\  you  in  thnse  enclosures.  I  Qe«d  not  comment  on 
so  strange  a  compositioa  ;  it,  however,  evinces  the 
disposition  of  the  directors  of  this  country  towards 
us.  and  the  system  which  they  have  adopted,  by 
endeavoring  to  persuade  our  countrymen  that 
they  can  have  a  different  interest  from  their  fel- 
low-citizensj  whom  themselru  have  chosen  to 
manage  their  joint  concerns.  One  circumstance, 
however,  aitending  this  speech,  you  ought  not  to 
be  unacquainted  with.  Mr.  Monroe  assures  me 
that  the  Directory  were  not  acquainted  with  a 
syllable  contained  in  the  valedictory  address  be 
delivered,  till  the  moment  be  pronounced  it;  and 
that,  as  soon  as  he  finished,  President  Barras  read 
his  otvn  speech.  Of  course,  the  speech  of  M. 
Barras  was  not  an  answer  to  Mr.  Monroe's  spe- 
cific harangue ;  but  was  an  answer  to  every  speech 
which,  on  that  occasion,  could  possibly  have  been 
made.  This  anecdote  does  not  make  the  present 
sentiments  and  views  of  the  Directory  respecting 
—  country  less  evident 


Whatever  the  decision  of  this  country  may 
prove  with  regard  to  me,  be  assured  that  1  shall 
endeavor 'to  iKhave  in  such  a 


iher  injure  nor  compromit  the  respect  due  to 
our  own;  and  that  no  personal  slights  can  pre- 
vent me  from  most  earnestly  praying,  that  the  in- 
dependence and  liberty  of  France  may  be  firmly 
secured  by  a  speedy  and  honorable  peace. 

No.  A. 
Extract  oT  a  letto'  from  Oeneral  Pinoknaj  to  the  6eei«- 
tuy  of  Sum,  dated 
Ambteroah,  FebnioTi/ 18, 179J. 
Dear  Sir:  I  arrived  here  last  night,  after  an 
expensive  and  tedious  journey,  througli  some  very 
bad  road*,  from  Pans.  My  letters  No.  6,'  of 
Which  I  forwarded  to  you  quadruplicates  from 
that  city,  will  inform  you  that  the  day  after  ac- 
counu  were  received  of  Bonaparte's  successes  in 
Italy,  Mr.  De  la  Croix  gave  me,  by  direction  of 
the  Executive  Directory,  official  nonce  in  writing 
to  quit  the  territories  of  the  French  Republic.  As 
this  was  eomplyiDg:  with  what  1  had  declared  lo 
be  a  requisite  preliminary  to  my  departure,  I  did 
not  think  it  proper  to  remain  longer  at  Paris  than 
was  necessary  to  prepare  for  my  journey ;  and, 
having  received  the  customary  passports  for  this 
city,  I  set  oni  with  my  family  and  secretary  on 
the  fifth  insunl.  I  shall  remain  here,  or  in  some 
[Mirt  of  the  United  Provinces,  till  I  receive  direc- 
tions from  you  how  to  act.  I  regret  thai  my  mis- 
sion to  Europe,  at  the  same  time  that  it  has  been 
very  unpleasant  to  myself,  should  be  both  expen- 
sive and  unprofitable  to  my  country.  Could  1  be 
of  any  service,  I  should  disr^ard  personal  incon- 
venience, and  the  idea  of  benefiting  my  o*"*""]! 
would  soften  the  asperities  of  a  situation  rendered 
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puticniarif  dbaereeable  by  ihe  conduct  of  a  Gov- 
emmeni  with  woom  we  wish  to  be  on  the  moat 
imictUe  terms,  aod  yet  who  disregards  and  ao- 
nihilales  the  usual  mode  of  conciliatory  eiplana- 
lioD  established  between  indepeDdent  oatLoas.  Mr. 
Qinadet,  ihe  chief  secretary  in  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Affairs  al  Paris,  meatioaed  ID  Major 
RDiledge.  a  few  days  before  I  left  Parix,  that,  as 
we  were  not  going  far.  he  hoped  he  should  soon 
see  OS  return.  This  I  imagine  was  only  the  lan- 
gaage  of  politeness;  it  certainly  wa«  not  spoken 
offietally.  anil  I  have  not  the  least  idea  that  1  shall 
receire  anr  infitation  from  Prance;  though  I  ar- 
dently wisD  for  a  return  of  rhe  good  sense  and  good 
hamoroftbat  Republic. 

CHAS.  C.  PINCKNEY. 


No.  5. 

Eitnet  of  ■  ktter  from  General  C.  C.  Pinckney,  to  the 

8eeretaT7  of  State,  dated 

AuBTEBnAH,  March  5, 1797. 
Some  time  before  I  left  Paris,  I  was  informed 
ihai  the  Directory  had  requested  the  Dutch  to  jaio 
ihem  in  trealing  neutral  vessels  in  the  latne  man- 
Mr  as  hy  their  decree  in  Messidor  they  had  deter- 
mined to  treat  them.  As  I  did  not  obtain  this  in- 
formation from  a  source  that  I  could  depend  on,  I 
did  not  trouble  you  with  il ;  but  1  hare  *ince  had 
reason  to  believe  that  il  was  either  true,  or  the 
Dutch  were  apprehensive  such  requisition  would 
be  made;  for  I  have  just  received  intelligence, 
which  I  am  persuaded  I  may  rely  on,  that  the 
Datch  have  informed  the  Directory,  that  it  would 
beeieeedingly  prejudicial  to  them  to  join  in  so 
hostile  a  measure,  for  that  they  would  iherebv 
lose  the  frieadship  and  trade  of  America,  whicn 
(considering  their  commercial  losses}  were  of  ex- 
IcnsJTe  benefit  to  them,  and  ihey  would  be  depriv- 
ed of  the  means  of  affording  the  French  those 
tids  which  their  commerce  enabled  them  to  du. 
'  b  these  reasons,  my  information  adds,  the  French 
bve  acquiesced,  and  there  is  now  no  apprehen- 
sion that  our  commerce  will  be  molested  by  the 
Datch.  If  Ihe  French  had  not  consented  to  this, 
there  is  but  little  doubt  but  the  Duich  would  have 
been  obliged  lo  have  treated  us  as  the  French  do : 
Tor  there  are  twenty-five  thousand  French  troops 
inBalavia,  and  il  is  here  no  secret,  that  they  can 
direct  what  measures  they  please. 

I  transmit  you  extracts  from  Major  Mountflor- 
ence's  letiers  to  me  of  the  l'4lh  and  21st  of  Pebru- 
aty,  relative  to  the  infamous  conduct  of  some  of 
oar  countrymen,  (I  blush  to  call  them  no,}  in  fit- 
ting oat  privateers  under  French  colors,  and  plun- 
dering our  fellow-citizens.  Something  enerfcetic, 
I  trail,  wiU  be  done  hy  our  Oovcroment  with  re- 
spect to  these  unprincipled  marauders. 

No.  6. 

Sitrwtef  a  letter  from  Major  Monntflorence  to  Oeiw- 

ral  Pincknay,  dalad 

P»Ria,  February  14, 1797. 
A  letier  from  Mr,  Bamet,  our  consular  agent  at 
Sth  Con.— 98 


Brest,  under  date  of  ihe  3d  instant,  informs  me 
ihat  a  French  privateer,  owned  by  Captain  Cow- 
ell,  a  citizen  native  of  the  United  Siaies,  and  for- 
merly master  of  the  Jane,  has  captured  lately  two 
of  our  vessels,  and  tent  them  to  L'Orient ;  one  of 
them  is  a  ship  of  four  hundred  tons,  belonging  to 
Boston,  and  bound  from  New  Orleans  to  London  ; 
the  othei  is  a  brigfrom  Baltimore  to  London,  with 
a  very  rich  cargo  of  sugar,  cotton,  Ac.  'Another 
letter  of  the  said  agent  of  the  7ih  informs  me,  that 
though  he  is  certain  that  these  two  vessels  and 
their  cargoes  are  American  properlj,  yet  it  it 
generally  believed  that,  by  the  intrigues  of  the 
aforesaid  Captain  Oowell,  and  of  a  certain  Cap- 
Eain  Benjamin  Lewis,  ot  Marblehead,  that  the 
whale  will  be  condemned.  I  blush  when  I  think 
on  the  conduct  of  some  of  our  countrymen  in  this 
country ;  not  satisfied  with  violating  ihe  laws  of  the 
United  States,  respecting  our  neutrality,  but  arm- 
ing vessels  under  French  colors  to  plunder  iheir 
co-citizens !  Besides,  sir,  I  have  il  from  good  au- 
thority, that  those  Amencans  who  are  interested 
in  fitting  out  privateers^  are  constantly  leasing  thia 
Oovernment  with  applications  for  moresevere  or- 
ders to  cruise  against  our  vessels,  and  it  is  really 
our  own  countrymen  who  endeavor  to  irritate 
matters  between  us.  The  same  agent  informs  me 
(hat  a  large  number  of  our  sailors^  found  on  board 
of  English  vessels,  are  now  detained  as  prisoners 
of  war  al  Brest.  1  had  formerly  recommended  to 
ihat  officer  to  use  all  his  endeavorii  to  procure  the 
release  of  such  Bs  he  should  be  satisfied  were 
really  Americans,  and  that  he  has  done;  bul  hii 
last  letter  mentions  that  the  Minister  of  (he  Ma- 
rine has  lately  given  orders  not  to  release  any 
more  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  whomay 
be  taken  onboard  British  vessels.     A  newembar- 

Si  was  laid  on  the  7th  instant  at  Brest^  which  is 
e  third  «ince  General  Hoehe's  expedition. 


No.  7. 

Eitract  of  a  letter  from  Major  Monntflorence  to  Oene> 

ral  Pincknaj,  dated 

PiRiB,  February  21,  1797. 
Without  any  of  your  favors  to  answef.  it  is  mr 
duty  to  inform  you  that  a  letter  from  Mr.  Vail, 
our  cansniar  agent  at  L'Orient,  under  date  of  the 
ISih  instant,  informs  that  the  American  ahipa 
Hope,  Captain  Rogers,  and  Antelope,  of  Boston, 
Captain  Benjamin  Hilton,  captured  hy  the  priyar 
leer  Hardy,  Captain  Cowell,  (ihe  man  Imention- 
ed  in  my  last,)  and  carried  into  L'Orient  are  now 
libelled  ;  and  the  only  reason  upon  which  tbi* 
American  captor  grounds  his  claim,  is,  that  tha 
seamen's  articles  are  not  countersigned  by  an 
American  public  officer;  I  cannot  find  that  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  require  that  formality  ; 
and  the  truth  is,  that  not  an  American  vessel  in  a 
hundred  has  the  seamen's  articles  countersigned 
in  (ha(  manner;  but  Cowetl's  attorney  preten da 
that  an  aniiquaied,  an  obsolele  ordonnaoce  of 
France,  of  ihe  year  1750,  authorizes  all  ships  of 
war  to  arrest  such  vessels,  as  have  ihem  not,  aa 
piraies.    Thetiibunal  of  commerce  has  lefuied 
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prODOUDCiog  in  this  nueation  till  ihey  receive  in- 
structions from  the  Executive,  harins  written  on 
theaubjecl  to  the  three  Ministers,  of  Juatice,  Ma- 
lioe,  and  Foreign  Relations,  and  I  am  going  to  do 
the  same,  but  toy  application  will  be  stgced  by 
Mr.  Skipwilh.  Mr.  Vail  further  adds,  with  much 
truth,  "  the  American  commerce  very  mach  de~ 

rends  upon  the  fate  of  these  two  vessels,  and  the 
apes  of  the  privateers  are  placed  greatly  oa  these 
vessels  being  condemned  ;"  and,  in  another  place 
he  writes,  that  most  of  the  privateers  are  owned 
or  commaaded  by  Americans,  who  create  these 
difficulties. 

Another  letter  from  Mr.  Le  Baron  fila.  our  con- 
lular  agent  at  Dieppe,  informs  that  the  American 
ship  Hare,  of  New  York,  Captain  Nathan  Haley, 
of  uie  burdeo  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  tons,  has 
been  sent  into  Dieppe  on  the  ITth  instant,  having 
been  captured  by  a  French  privateer.  These  cap- 
tarts  alarm  very  much  our  traders.  If  thia  Got- 
ernment  sanctions  the  doctrine  held  out  at  the 
tribunal  at  L'Orient,  it  would  be  lanlamouDl  to  a 
■tate  of  warfare,  as  almost  every  vessel  we  have 
now  in  Europe  are  in  that  predicament. 

J.  C.  MOUNTFLORENCE. 

Major  General  Pincknev. 


£itract  of  a  Istter  from  Genenl  Piniine;  to  the  8eo- 
letuy  of  Stale,  dated 

Amsterdam,  March  8, 1797. 
1  have  just  received  intelligence  from  Major 
Mountflorence,  that  the  tribunal-civil  of  the  De- 
mrlment  of  the  Pas  de  Calais  has  confirmed  tbe 
judgment  of  the  tribunal  of  commerce,  condemn- 
ing as  lawful  prize  the  American  vessel  Royal 
Captain,  John  Bryant  master  and  owner,  for  want 
of  a  sea-letter.  I  understand  Ibal  it  is  a  Captain 
Nathan  Haley,  an  American,  who  commanded 
the  privateer  under  French  colors,  which  captur- 
ed and  carried  into  Dieppe,  the  17th  ultimo,  the 
American  ship  Hare,  commanded  by  a  namesake 
and  cousin  of  his,  bound  from  England  to  New 
York,  with  a  cargo,  it  is  said,  of  fifty  thousand 
pounds  sterling.  Mr.  Barnet,  oor  consular  agent 
mt  Brest,  informs  me  that  several  citizens  of  the 
United  EltBlea,  who  were  captured  in  British  ves- 
aela,  on  board  of  which  they  had  been  pressed,  are 
at  present  confined  in  the  prisons  of  that  place  as 
prisoners  of  war,  and  suffer  much  by  close  con- 
finement and  bad  prorisions,  and  that  all  his  soli- 
citations in  their  behalf,  since  the  latter  end  of 
January,  have  been  in  vain.  These  injurious  acts 
to  onr  countrymen  and  tr«de  are  exceedingly  dis- 
tressing, nor  can  it  be  said  when  they  will  cease. 
It  is  thought  by  many,  and  I  believe  justly,  that 
the  election  oi  their  new  third  will  determine 
France  either  to  conciliation  or  avowed  hostili- 
ties i  as  much  as  1  wish  for  the  former,  I  wish  the 
ueaiures  of  our  Qovernmeni  will  be  dispassion- 
ate and  candid,  but  firm.  Mean  submissions  are 
generally  returned  with  contempt  and  rene^^d 


e  Eimh- 

Mr.  Minister  Plenipoieniiary  of  the  Uaiied 
Stales  of  America:  By  presenting  to-day  yont 
letters  of  recall  to  the  Executive  Directory,  you 
give  to  Europe  a  very  strange  spectacle. 

France^  rich  in  her  liberty,  surrounded  by  t 
train  of  victories  strons  in  the  esteem  of  heralGes, 
will  not  abase  nenelf  by  calcalating  the  conse- 
quenoes  of  the  condescension  of  the  Americao 
Government  to  the  suggestions  of  her  former  ty- 
rants ;  moreover,  the  French  Republic  hopes  that 
the  successors  of  Columbus,  Ramhiph,*  and  Peim, 
always  proud  of  their  liberty,  wilf  never  forget 
that  they  owe  it  to  France.  They  will  weigh,  in 
their  wisdom,  the  maznanimous  benevolence  of 
the  French  people  with  the  crafty  caresses  of  cer- 
tain perfidious  pereoiu  who  meditate  bringittg 
them  back  to  their  former  slavery.  Assure  ilie 
good  American  people,  sir,  that,  like  them,  vt 
adore  liberty  ;  that  they  will  always  have  our  es- 
teem ;  and  that  they  Will  find  in  the  French  peo- 
ple republican  generosity,  which  knows  how  to 
grant  peace,  as  it  does  to  cause  its  sovereignty  to 
be  respected. 

As  to  you,  Mr.  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  yon 
have  combated  for  principles ;  you  have  knovra 
the  true  interests  of  your  country:  depart  with 
our  re^et.  In  you  we  give  upa  representative  to 
America,  and  retain  tbe  remembrance  of  (he  citi- 
zen whose  personal  qualities  did  honor  to  that 
title. 


No.  10. 
Decree  of  the  Executive  Dirtctory. 

MaWB  2, 1797. 
The  Executive  Directory  having  consulted  the 
law  of  the  9tb  March,  1793,  considering  that  the 
flags  of  neutral  Powers  being  no  longer  respected 
by  the  enemies  of  the  French  Republic,  and  all 
the  rights  of  men  being  violated  to  their  preju- 
dice, it  is  no  longer  permitted  lu  the  French  people 
to  fulfil  toward  those  Powers,  in  ffeneral,  that  wish 
which  they  have  so  often  mani^sted,  and  which 
tbey  will  constantly  entertain  for  tbe  full  and  en- 
tire freedom  of  commerce  and  navigation,  direct!, 
among  other  dispositions : 

I,  That  ships  of  war  and  privateers  may  sioa 
and  bring  into  the  ports  of  the  Republic  neutral 
ships,  which  shall  be  charged  in  wbole  or  in  part 
with  merchandise  belonging  to  the  enemy. 

II.  That  merchandise  belonging  to  theenemj 
shall  be  declared  good  and  lav^'uf  prizes,  and  H 
confiscated  to  the  profit  of  the  captors. 

ni.  That,  in  all  cases,  neutral  ships  shall  h 
released  the  moment  that  the  merchandise  seaM 
is  discharged ;  thai  tbe  freight  of  it  shall  be  puj 
at  the  rate  which  shall  have  beea  alipulaied  H 
the  consignees ;  and  that  a  just  indemnity  shall  M 
granted,  on  account  of  (heir  detention,  by  the  tn- 

■Probably  intended  for  Raleigh. 
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bantls  competent    to  decide    on  (be  validitf  of 

IV.  That  ihesc  Iribonala  sIihII  be  directed,  be- 
sides, la  se  ad,  three  days,  after  the  decisioD,  a  dou- 
Ueinrentory  of  the  merchandise  to  ibe  Minisler 
flCMaiioe,  and  another  to  the  Minister  for  Foreiga 

T.  That  the  present  law,  applicable  to  all  the 
aptuteG  that  have  been  made  since  the  declaia- 
tioQ  of  war,  shall  cease  to  hare  effect  as  Mjon  as 
ihc'eaemy  shall  bare  declared  non-seizable,  al- 
tkaagh  destined  for  the  porta  of  the  Republic,  the 
mcrchaodise  laden  on  board  neutral  ships  wnich 
shall  belong  to  the  Government  or  to  French  citi- 

Ha*iivg  seen  the  law  of  the  27th  Julv,  1793, 
I      which  directs  the  forgoing  law  to  be  fully  exe- 
caled ;  having  also  seen  the  seventh  article  of  the 
I      Uvof  the  13ih  Nirose,  third  year,  which  eDJoios 
ail  the  agents  of  the  Republic  to  respect  and  ob- 
'       fcrve,  in  all   their  dispositions,  the  treaties  which 
,       anile  Prance  to  the  neutral  Powers  of  the  Conti- 
nent, and  lo  the  United  States  of  America ;  con- 
sidering that  this  last  is  not  detogilory  to  the  law 
DftheOth  of  May,  179a  resolves,  as  follows-. 

Aar.  I.  The  commissaries  of  the  Eieeutlve 
Directory,  with  the  oivil  tribunab  of  the  depart- 
tneols,  shall  take  care  that,  in  the  contests  upon 
the  validity  of  maritime  prizes,  no  decision  snail 
be  founded  on  the  serenth  article  of  the  taw  of 
thf  thirteenth  Nivose,  without  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
dee   having  been  previously  consulted,  eonfonna- 
Uy  to  the  third  article  of  the  law  of  the  eighth 
I       Ploreal,  fourth  year,  relative  to  the  treaties,  in  vir- 
tue of  which  neutral  persons  pretend  to  withdraw 
I       Ihetasdves,  by  means  of  the  first  of  these  laws, 
from  the  execution  of  that  of  the  9th  of  March, 
I       ITW. 

j  Art.  II.  The  Minister  of  Justiceshall  examioe 

I       whether  the  treaties  stilt  subsist,  or  whether  they 

I       have  been  modified  since  the  conclnsion  of  them ; 

there  shall  be  fomished  to  them,  hy  the  Minister 

'       of  Foreign  Afiairs,  all  the  documents  of  vhich 

ihey  shall  stand  in  need,  and  reference  shall  be 

made  to  the  Executire  Directory,  as  is  prescribed 

by  the  la'w  of  the  eighth  Floreal,  fourth  year. 

Abt.  III.  The  Directory  remind  all  the  French 
citizens  that  the  treaty  concluded  on  the  sixth 
of  FebruaJTi  i'^S,  between  France  nod  the  Uni- 
ted States,  has  been,  on  the  terms  of  the  second 
article,  modified  of  fnll  right  by  that  which  has 
been  coaclnded  at  London,  on  the  19th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1794.  between  the  United  States  of  America 
ana  Bnglaod :  in  consequeikce, 

1.  After  the  article  seventeen  of  the  Treaty  o^ 
London  of  the  19th  of  November  1794,  all  raer 
ehaadiie  of  the  enemy's,  or  merchandise  not  suf" 
Seinidy  ascertained  to  be  neniral,  conveyed  under 
American  flags,  shall  be  confiscated  ;  but  the  ship 
on  hoard  of  which  such  merchandise  shall  be 
found,  shall  be  released,  and  given  to  the  proprie- 
tor. The  commissaries  o(  the  Directory  are  en- 
jnned  to  aeoelerate,  by  all  means  in  their  power, 
the  deeifioii  of  the  contests  which  shall  arise, 


either  upon  the  validity  of  the  captures  or  the  car- 
goes, or  upon  freights  and  insurances. 

2.  According  to  the  eighteenth  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  London,  dated  the  J9th  of  November, 
1794,  relative  to  articles  declared  contraband  by 
twenty-fourth  article  of  the  treaty, dated  Fehmary 
6th,  1778,  are  added  the  following; 

Ship  timber;  oakum,  pitch  and  rosin;  copper 
for  sheathing  vessels ;  sails,  hemp,  and  cordage; 
and  everything  which  serv^  directly  or  indirect- 
ly, to  the  arming  and  equipping  of  vessels,  ex- 
eepting  bar  iron,  and  fir  in  planks.  These  arti- 
cles  shall  be  confiscated  as  often  as  tbey  shall  be 
destined  or  attempted  to  be  carried  to  the  enemy. 

3.  According  to  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  London,  of  the  above  date,  every  American 
who  shall  hold  a  commission  from  the  enemies  trf* 
France,  as  well  as  of  every  seaman  of  that  nation 
composing  the  crew  of  the  ships  and  vessels,  shall, 
by  this  fact  alone,  be  declared  piratical,  and  treat- 
ed as  such,  without  suffering  the  party  to  estab- 
lish that  the  act  was  the  consequence  of  threats  or 
violence. 

4.  In  pursuance  of  the  taw  of  the  14ib  of  Februa- 
ry, 1793,  the  regulations  of  the  Slsl  of  October, 
1744,  and  of  the  38th  of  July,  1778,  respecting  the 
manning  of  vessels  and  neutral  merchandise,  shall 
be  complied  with,  according  to  their  form  and 

Every  American  sliip  shall  therefore  be  deemed 
a  lawful  piizej  which  shall  not  have  on  board  a 
bill  of  lading  tn  due  form,  according  to  the  plau 
auneied  lo  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of  February, 
1778,  the  execution  of  which  is  enjoined  b^  the 
twenty-fifth  and  tweoty-sevenih  articles  of^tbat 

6.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory are  required  to  carry  into  effect  the  penalties 
that  attach  on  all  clandestine  attempts  iliat  may 
be  made  by  American,  or  vessels  belonging  to  sny 
other  nation,  to  pass  as  neutral,  on  board  the  ves- 
sel where  the  fraud  ia  attempted  to  Ik  practised,  in 
the  manner  that  these  penalties  have  been  repeat- 
edly carried  into  effect  during  the  present  war. 
The  penalty  shall  attach  where  the  blanks  in  the 
consignments  or  invoices  are  not  fitted  up,  though 
signed  and  sealed  ;  where  the  papers  are  in  the 
form  of  letters,  containing  fictitious  signatures; 
where  are  double  passports  or  policies,  specifying 
different  destinations ;  where  consignment  is  made 
to  two  or  more  factors ;  and  where  there  are  dif- 
ferent receipts  or  papers  of  any  kind,  which  con- 
sign the  whole  or  part  of  the  same  goods  to  differ- 
ent owners  or  different  destinations. 

6.  By  this  article,  proviaioos  of  the  treaty  of  the 
ninth  Frimajre  last,  relative  lo  ibe  freight  and  in- 
surance, are  repealed  as  far  as  they  apply  to  in- 

7.  The  pretest  treaty  shall  be  published  in  the 
bulletin  of  the  laws.  The  Ministers  of  the  Marine 
and  of  the  Colonies,  of  Justice,  and  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  it  m 
their  respective  departments. 

REWBELL,  Pna. 
.  LEGARDE,  Sec.  Gen. 
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Rdatiotu  with  Frtaux  and  Spain. 


No.  11. 

Extract  of  ■  letter  from  Jobn  l^incy  Adam*,  Eaqture, 
Minuter  Reudent  of  the  United  St&tea  ne«r  tlie  Ba- 
tBTian  Repablic,  to  the  Secretuj  of  Sute,  dated 

The  HiQUE,  November  4, 1796. 
In  the  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  a  copy  of  which  was  enclosed  with  my 
last,  they  hare  raised  prelensiona  and  used  expres- 
sioDs,  upon  which  I  have  not  thought  it  necessary 
to  anticipate  the  opinion  which  you  will  form,  or 
tbe  notice  which  you  may  thiok  proper  to  take 
of  them.  But,  as  it  is  possible  that  the  tone  and 
ideas  may  appear  extraordinary,  I  think  it  neces- 
•ary  to  add  a  few  observations,  and  some  particu- 
lars of  information,  which  will  Tnak«  them  more 
accountable. 

The  genera]  disposition,  even  of  the  patriotic 
party  in  this  couniry,  favors  cordially  and  sin- 
cerely the  neutrality  of  the  United  Slates.  They 
have  a  very  substanlial  reason  for  this  disposition, 
as  they  are  continually  receiving  remilLBncea  of 
interests  upon  their  moneys  loaned  to  the  United 
States,  Rnd  as  these  are  almost  the  only  public 
funds  upon  which  the  payments  are  still  punctual, 
they  apprehend  that  (he difficulties  and  the  neces- 
■ities  of  war  might  produce  a  suspensioo  or  post- 
ponements on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales,  simi- 
tar to  those  of  which  many  of  the  belligerent 
Powers  have  given  examples.  But,  at  the  same 
time,  the  patriotic  party  can  have  no  avowed  will 
diflerenc  from  that  which  may  give  saiisfactlon 
to  the  Government  of  France.  They  feel  a  de- 
pendence so  absolute  and  irrt-moveable  upon  their 
^ood  will,  that  ihey  sacrifice  every  other  inclioa- 
1100,  and  silence  every  other  interest,  when  the 
pleasure  of  the  French  Governmeat  is  signified  to 
theio  in  such  a  manner  as  make*  an  election 
necessary. 

I  received,  not  long  ago,  an  intimation  that  one 
of  the  members  of  the  Coramittee  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs had  confidentially  communicated  to  a  friend 
a  circumstance  which  was  intended  to  be  kept 
profoundly  secret:  it  was,  that  the  French  Oov- 
ernment  had  determined  to  defeat,  if  possible,  the 
treaty  lately  concluded  between  the  United  States 
and  Clreat  Brttain,  and  had  signilled  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Affairs  here  iheir  ezpectatioQ 
thaltheywouliT concur,  with  all  their  inftuence, 
towards  ihe  same  object.  The  tenor  of  their  let- 
ter strongly  serves  to  show  the  accuracy  of  the 
information.  The  object  which  Ihe  last  para- 
graph of  their  letter  aims  at,  is  not  at  all  equivo- 
cal ;  but.  in  considering  the  manner  in  which  they 
Uge  their  proposals,  the  address  with  which  they 
purine  Iheir  point  may  be  ranged  on  a  level  with 
their  logic  After  having  undertaken  formally  lo 
justify  thecDndemoaiion  of  the  Wilmington  Pae> 
ket's  cargo,  because  they  concluded  it  to  be  French 
properly,  ttiey  make  no  difficulty  to  a.'^sume  a 
right  to  iriMt  upon  the  protection  of  Bataviao 
property  on  board  of  American  vessels.  They 
call  very  loudly  u|iod  the  United  States  to  go  to 
war  will)  Oreat  Britain,  and  make  a  common  auue 
with  (be  French  and  Baiavian  Republics.    Tbe 


whole  of  this  singular  passage  might  have  excited 
a  stronger  sentiment  than  it  did,  had  I  not  pre- 
viously received  the  ititimaiiofl  mentioned  above. 
Considering  their  language  as  dictated  by  an  irre- 
eislible  external  impulse,  an  excuse  for  its  singu- 
larity was  derived  from  the  necessities  of  their 
situalion.  (a  the  answer  which  I  have  given, 
therefore,  it  was  my  endeavor  to  avoid  every  un- 
necessary discussion,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  every 
unpleasant  expression;  but  the  inconsistency  of 
their  pretensions  with  their  own  ar^^nment  could 
not  be  passed  without  notice.  Their  oblique  in- 
sinuation, of  treaties  formed  by  the  United  States 
militating  with  that  before  contracted  with  this 
Republic.  I  thought  it  necessary  to  repel  in  ihe 
most  decidediand  explicit  manner.  Their  asser- 
tion of  numerxnu  tereUx*  rendered  by  ;heir  Re- 
public to  the  American  nation,  authorized  the  re- 
ference in  the  answer  to  the  reciprocal  service* 
and  common  utility,  upon  which  I  conceived 
the  engagements  between  the  Iwo  nations  to  be 

As  they  very  clearly  hint  a  wish  that  the 
United  States  should  violate  some  treaty  candid 
ded  after  that  with  the  Bataviao  Republic,  and 
make  a  common  cause  with  them  and  France,  I 
thought  the  honor  and  dignity  of  my  country,  and 
its  Qovernraent,  required  an  explicit  declaraiioa 
in  answer,  that  they  would  inviolably  maintain 
their  engagements  with  all  other  nations  as  faith- 
fully as  with  thts;  but  1  did  not  think  it  necessa- 
ry, tboiuth  it  might  have  been  not  unfair,  to  ob- 
serve that  their  proposal,  of  a  common  cause  to 
be  made  with  the  French  Republic,  could  not  be 
made  by  them  without  her  concurrence,  or  ihat 
the  energy  which  they  would  insist  upon  for  the 
protection  of  their  properly  in  American  vessels 
would  be  uonecessaryj  if  it  were  efficaciously  em- 
ployed in  giving  security  to  the  navigation  of  their 
own  flag.  It  may  be  mentioned  here  that  the 
American  Bag  is  not  the  only  one  for  the  honor 
of  which  these  gentlemen  have  taken  so  deep  and 
so  generous  a  concern.  Theyj  some  time  since, 
interested  themselves  in  a  similar  manner  for  the 
honor  of  the  Danish  neutrality,  until  they  were 
given  ID  understand,  by  the  Count  de  BernstorS^ 
(hat  the  dovtrnment  of  Denmark  was  the  proper 
judge  of  its  own  honor,  and  was  not  disposed  to 
listen  to  their  instigations  upon  its  concerns  with 


No.  12. 
Extract  of  >  letter  from  the  Coinmittee  of  ForeigB  At      ' 
fain  of  the  Batavlan  National  Assembly,  to  the  Mia- 
iater  Rcaident  of  the  United  Stalet  of  Ameiies,  dated 

Tbe  Haode,  September  27,  1796.         I 
We  cannot  lei  the  present  opportunity  pass 
wilbonl  requesting  yon  lo  stale  lo  your  Ciorcni- 
ment,  how  useful  it  would  be  to  the  interests  of      i 
the  inhabitants  of  the  two  Republics,  that  the      ' 
United  Slates  should  at  last  seriously  take  to  heart 
the  numberless  insults  daily  committed  on  their      | 
Bag  by  ihe  English ;  to  represent  lo  them  that, 
when  circomstances  oblige  our  commerce  iti  cm- 
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fide  ill  inieresu  to  the  Dentral  flag  of  American 
Teswla,  it  has  a  jnsi  right  to  insist  that  that  flag 
be  protected  with  eaetgy,  and  that  it  be  not  '~ 
suited  at  ihe  expeose  of  a  friendly  and  allied 
tioD.  Deign  to  recall  to  the  remEmbraiice  of  ihe 
natiM  of  which  you  are  Minister,  that  the 
meroDs  serriccs  which  our  Republic  has  rendered 
to  il,  oar  reciprocal  relations,  as  well  as  tnniual 
Dtiliif,  imperioaslf  require  that  it  should  cea 
view  with  indifference  the  manner  in  which  the 
Enclish  act,  who  carry  off,  with  impunity,  from 
on  board  AmericaD  Tessels  the  property  of  Bata- 
Tims.  Lead  them  to  perceive  that  reasons  of  con- 
Tenience,  treaties  concluded  sub«equen(  lo  thai 
with  the  BaiBTiao  Republic,  cannot  change  or 
annul  a  treaty  formally  concluded  and  ratified  be- 
tween our  two  nations,  between  two  nations  who 
have  equally  suffered  from  the  arrogance  and  des- 
Dolism  on  the  seas  of  proud  Albion;  in  a'word, 
beiween  two  nations  vho,  making  eommtm  eimae 
vith  (Ae  French  RepiMic,  and  gorerning  them' 
lelres  by  the  imprescriptible  rights  of  nature,  and 
of  men,  majr  render  to  the  two  hemispher 
peace  for  which  humanity  languishes. 


No.  13. 

Eltiact  of  a  tatter  from  John  (Juincy  Adams,  Esquirs. 
Minister  Reaidsnt  of  the  United  Statem  &t  the  Hague, 
to  lbs  CominitlM  of  Foraign  Relations  of  the  BBta- 
nan  Natioiu]  Ajaemblj,  dated 

Thb  Hiooa,  Octo6er3l,  ]79fl. 
1  shall  not  fail  to  transmit  also  to  the  OOTem- 
ment  of  the  United  Stales  the  other  obserfatioiis 
which  yod  have  thought  proper  to  make  to  me  on 
this  occasion.  It  does  not  belong  (o  me  to  judge 
with  what  sentiments  it  will  tiew  that  pan  of 
youi  letter,  iit  which  you  coroplaiD  of  the  seizure 
of  Dutch  property  on  board  American  ressels, 
when  it  compares  it  with  the  other  part  where 
you  suppose  that  the  quality, necessary  to  procure 
the  protection  of  the  American  flag  for  the  lading 
ofaressel,  did  not  exist,  because  the  lading  ap- 


reflection,  will,lhope,  be  convinced 
claims  are  not  easy  to  be  tecoD' 


youisei^ 
that  the 
cilrd. 

But  I  wilt  take  upon  myself,  citizens,  to  assure 
youihat  it  is  naneceuary  to  reminil  (he  nation, 
■whose  Minister  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  that  "rea- 
sons of  conTenience,  or  treaties  posterior  to  that 
concluded  with  the  Batavian  Republic,  cannot 
destroy  or  annnl  that  treaty."  I  can  answer,  be- 
fore hand,  that  the  Gtorernment  of  the  United 
Stales  is  perfectly  sensible  of  (his  truth,  and  has 
always  conducted  itself  agreeably  to  the  princi- 
|Aes  on  which  it  is  founded.  In  all  posterior  en- 
gagements  it  has  reserved  to  itself  the  nower  of 
imfilliDgall  prior  ones;  it  will  ever  fulfil  those 
which  reciprocal  utility  and  services  have  caused 
it  to  contract  with  tbe  Batavian  Retiublic;  and 
while  it  religiously  observes  all  the  ooligations  of 
its  treaties  with  other  nations,  it  will,  in  Tike  man- 
ner,  observe  all  those  which  you  have  a  right  to 
demaDd  ham  it. 


No.  14. 

Extract  of  a  letter  tnm  John  Qniney  Adams,  Esquire, 
Mintitei  Resident  of  the  United  States  at  the  Hamei 
to  the  iecretarj  of  State,  dated 

The  H*anE,  February  17.  1797. 
The  neutrality  of  every  other  nation  Is  as  little 
respected  by  the  French  Government  as  that  of 
the  United  States.  They  have  recently  proposed 
to  Denmark  to  shut  up  the  mouth  of  the  Elbe 
against  all  British  vessels. 

No.  15. 
Eitnct  of  a  leltei  from  Rufos  King,  Esquire,  Minister 

Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  to  the  Secretary 

of  Bute,  dated 

London,  March  12, 1797. 

Mr.  Adams  will  inform  you  from  the  Hague  of 
what  is  pa:jiing  in  that  quarter;  but,  lest  his  op- 
portunities of  writing  should  be  less  frequent  than 
mine,  it  may  be  proper  to  state  that  I  have  reason 
to  believe,  tbouga  the  French  Government  assign 
our  treaty  with  England  as  (he  cause  of  their 
maritime  conduct  towards  us,  that  they  have  re- 
cently demanded  of  Hamburg  and  Bremen  to 
suspend  all  commerce  with  England.  These 
cities  have  not  yet  complied,  and  the  French 
Minister  has  been  recalled  from  Hamburg.  The 
same  demand  has  been  made  at  Copenhagen,  and 
the  refusal  has  produced  a  sharp  diplomatic  con- 
troversy. These  Powers  have  made  no  late  trea 
ties  .with  England. 


No.  16. 


Philadelphia,  May  6,  1797. 
Sir:  The  Eing,  my  mastei^  desirous  of  draw- 
ng  closer  the  connexions  of  friendship  and  good 


May  34, 1797. 

Sib  :  In  the  collection  of  documents  referred  to  in 
the  Pr«Mdent's  Speech,  and  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
members  of  both  Houses,  I  have  wen  the  tianalation  of 
the  memorial  I  had  the  hoaor  of  presenting  to  you  on 
the  Bth  instant,  and,  after  a  cursory  p«rusal  of  it,  I 
bate  obeerred  with  concern  that  the  translation  has 
not  been  exact  in  some  particular  pWMgea  ;  and,  as  it 
has  been  publiibed  and  presented  to  Congress  in  that 
impeiibct  slate,  I  sball  take  tbe  liberty  of  painting  out 
to  you,  air,  those  passages  which  appear  to  me  most 
material,  flattering  myself  you  will  be  pleased  la  order 
the  publicBtjon  U>  be  correcled. 

Id  the  Sth  line,  page  4S,  at  the  beginning  of  my  me- 
morial, it  is  said  that  the  cession  of  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  terriiary  firom  Spain  to  tbe  United  Stales  has 
been  made  by  agruing  to  dnae  a  lint  of  demareatiaa 
between  tbe  posMisions  of  both  parties.  At  a  lima 
when  the  sense  of  every  proposition  is  so  minutely  ex- 
amined  into,  I  cannot  pass  over  this  without  retDuking 

you,  that,  ai  every  State  has  a  right  to  a  line  of  de- 
marcation to  its  poiMinani,  it  is  not  only  by  agrtoTig 
to  dtate  limiti  that  the  ceenon  wai  made  to  tbe  United 
States,  bnt  '•  by  Ihe  manner"  in  which  Hi*  Catholie 
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correspondenCF  already  subsisting  between  Spain 
&Dd  the  United  States,  concluded  with  tbeni.  on 
ihe  27ih  of  October,  1795,  a  treaty  dictated  by  the 
most  generous  principles,  opening  to  the  Ameri- 
cans the  navigalion  of  the  Mississippi  to  the 
ocean,  and  ceding  to  the  United  Slates  a  conside- 
rable poTtioD  of  lerritorf ,  by  agreeing  to  draw  a 
line  of  deal  area  tioQ  between-  the  posseMioos  of 
both  jiariies.  Eoually  animated  by  the  desire  of 
diminishing  for  numanity  the  horrors  of  war,  be 
adopted  the  liberal  principle  \hax  free  thipt  thall 
make  free  good*.  This  stipulation  wasin  reality  an 
incalculable  advantage  for  (he  American  citizens, 
who,  by  the  extension  of  their  navigation,  ihegeo- 
graj^ieal  situation  of  their  country,  and  the  na- 
ture of  (heir  political  conneziOBS  at  that  epoch, 
promised  a  neutrality  as  advantageoos  as  dimble. 
At  the  same  time.  His  Majesty  agreed  by  the 
said  treaty  that  articles  necessary  for  the  con- 
struction and  repair  of  vessels  should  not  he  deem- 
ed contraband.  In  a  word,  thi 
part  of  Spain  for  cementing  a 
tween  both  nations  were  such^  that  the  treaty  was 
received  throughout  the  United  States  with  en- 
thusiasm, and  with  the  most  evident  marks  of 
general  approbation.  In  these  circumstances,  the 
King,  my  master,  who  had  so  efficaciously  ad- 
vanced the  interests  of  America,  promised  him- 
self, by  the'effect  of  a  sood  correspondence,  as 
sacred  among  nations  as  between  individuals,  that 
the  United  States  at  least  would  not  contribute 
to  the  injury  of  Spain.    What  should  he  the  sur- 


Miy'eMts  agrud  it  thoutd  be  done — and  this  li  the  lite- 
ral sense  of  my  words. 

In  the  miteenlh  line  of  tbe  same  page,  apeaking  of 
the  advantagM  iriiiiig  Id  ttte  American  dtnena  from 
tha  principla  that  free  ship*  ihaU  make  feee  goods,  it  i* 
■aid  in  the  tranalation,  that  this  itipulBtioD  proiaited  a 
neutralilg  a»  advanlageout  at  durable,  when  in  my 
memorial  I  say,  that  the  Amaiami,  for  reasons  therein 
uHgned,  would  promiie  lAem»eive$  a  ruulralitg  ai  ad- 
tantogeaiu  ai  durable. 

In  page  47,  it  is  said,  tuhiUt  a  "-etate  of  viar"  re 
ouirte  thai  kU  aguadivn*  aadelUpt  ihould  rtepeet  Bng- 
lith  property  on  board  of  Anuruan  veteelt ,-  tbe  sense 
of  my  worda  is  quite  diflereDt:  uihiltl  it  mau  be  re- 
quired  of  hie  iquadront  and  ehipt  to  reepeet  Engliih 
property  on  board  ofAmerifoit  veeeelt. 

m  the  thiity-seventh  line  of  the  same  page,  it  is 
■•id,  V)}nUt  the  loiter  nuet  ttfffer  from  "aoarice,"  or 
the  high  price  of  an  article  to  her  eo  abeoluielg  necet- 
eary.  My  words  are :  whiltl  the  latter  may  mffer 
from  the  "  want"  or  high  price  of  an  article,  dec 

There  are  ieveral  othei  passaj^ea  where  tbe  language 
Is  maleiially  altered ;  hut,  ■■  tbe  aeiue  is  preserved,  I 
dieJI  not  trouble  you  about  them,  t  ■ball  only  teka 
Ule  liberty  Co  obaerve,  that,  had  you  been  pleased  to 
have  sent  me  the  translation  previoua  to  its  publication, 
I  could  have  conected  it,  and  saved  you  the  trouble  of 
this  letter.  A^the  trsn^latuni  of  my  memonal  has  ap- 
peared in  the  newspapers,  I  shall,  through  the  same 
channel,  pubUah  this  letter,  in  order  to  have  these  mis- 
takes removed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  nr,  yooi 
iDMt  obedient  aervant, 

LE  CHEVALIER  DTBUJO. 

TiNOTRT   PlCKlKIKS,  Esq. 


prise  [admiracion}  of  His  Itlajesty  on  knowing 
that  this  coontry  had  contracted  engagementi 
with  England  prejudicial  to  his  rights,  and  to  the 
interests  of  his  subjects,  nearly  at  the  same  time 
in  which,  with  so  much  liberality,  be  was  giring 
to  the  United  Stales  the  most  striking  proofs  ot 
the  most  sincere  friendship. 

Upon  the  whole  the  King,  my  master,  well 
persuaded  that  England,  in  her  ireaty  with  Ame- 
rica, had  tUTprieea  the  good  fsith  of  the  Fedenl 
Oorernment,  reserved  to  himself  to  make,  on  a 
proper  opportunity,  the  necessary  represeDlationi^ 
not  doubtins  but  that  tbe  equity  of  the  United 
Stales  would  place  Spfin,  id  relation  to  other 
Powers,  upon  that  footing  of  equality,  without 
which  the  neutrality  adopted  by  Amenca  would 
exist  only  in  appearance,  and  be  purely  nominal; 
but  experiencing^  since  the  declaration  of  the  war 
against  Great  Britain,  injuries  and  erils  which  b« 
had  foreseen  from  tbe  moment  be  was  informed 
of  the  English  Treaty,  he  finds  hinueif  u&der  ibe 
necessity  of  anticipating  this  stefi,  and  tfaerefere 
has  ordered  me  to  make  to  this  Qovemment, 
through  you,  the  fbllowing  ohservaiions: 

By  the  15th  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  be- 
tween His  Majesty  and  the  United  Slates,  it  is 
stipulated  that  tbe  ssbjocta  of  the  King.  bdH  the 
American  citizens,  may  navinte  with  ineir  ves- 
sels and  cargoes  freely  toall  lEe  pons,  except  such 
as  are  declared  blockaded,  making  the  neutral  Sag 
secure  the  goods  which  they  may  have  oo  board, 
ED  that  they  cannot  he  seized,  even  though  ibey 
should  belong  to  aa  eDemy.  His  Majesty  has- 
tened with  pleasure  lo  adopt  a  priDciple  so  nsefnl 
to  humanity,  although  for  tbe  reasons  htsied 
above  il  was  to  operate  more  advantageously  to 
the  American  eitizena  than  lo  his  subjects.  His 
Majesty  ought  lo  have  .expected,  on  tbe  part  of 
the  American  Government,  dispositions  equally 
friendly,  and  as  their  adoption  would  not  prove 
injutioin  to  those  Powers  who  should  establish 
them,  that  this  should  form  a  general  rule  in  all 
their  engagements  of  a  like  nature;  but,  unfortu- 
nately, the  ITth  article  of  the  Eogliih  Treaty  has 
dissipated  this  agreeable  hope:  for,  it  not  only 
permits  English  ressels  to  take  and  carry  into 
port  those  of  America,  upon  the  arbitrary  ground 
of  suspicion,  but  also  to  take  and  seize  an  enemy's 
property  or  merohaQdise  found  under  the  Ameri- 
can Bag.  In  short,  the  principle,  that  free  thiet 
maJee  five  gaodi,  was  then  destroyed;  and  Hit 
Majesty  is  reduced  to  the  disadvantageous  situa- 
tion of  seeing  the  property  of  hie  subjects  seized 
with  impunity,  under  the  safegturd  of  neutrality, 
whilst  a  state  of  var  requires  that  his  squadrons 
and  shms  should  respect  English  properly  oa. 
board  of  Ameriisan  vessels.  Can  it  tfien  be  sup- 
posed, with  good  ibitb,  that  the  King  intended 
voluntarily  to  go  into  a  stipulation,  the  observancft 
of  which  should  requirefrom  his  subjects  nuthiug 
but  detriment  and  injury  1    An  adherence  to  the 


Erinciple  adopted  by  the  Bling  implicitly  li 
im  to  a  reciprocity  complete  m  alt  it  -~' 
stances. 


Nor  are  the  injuries  to  Spain.  ariaiK  out  of  th* 
18th  article  of  the  treaty  with  Oreai  Btilaiii,  less- 
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ptlpnUe.  Fran  it,  like  the  precMliiw,  «rue  gnat 
losset  to  the  American  luriaaiiaa;  but  the  dam- 
ace*  which  the  snbjects  of  the  King,  and  his  rof- 
■rserTJoe  experience,  are  alill  of  much  yretter 
eoBsideratioD.  Bjr  that  article,  fiuglaod  and  the 
Uniicd  States  agree,  that  timber  for  ship  building, 
ur,  rosio,  copper  id  sheets,  tails,  hemp,  cordage, 
Hd,  generally,  whatever  may  verve  directly  to 
the  equipment  of  reueb,  shall  be  declared  eonini- 
band.  In  the  16lh  anioleof  the  treaty  with  Spain, 
■fwr  ennmerating  thoee  articlea  which  should  be 
deemed  such,  it  is  stipnlated,  that  all  kinds-of  cot- 
too,  hemp,  flu,  tar,  pitch,  ropes,  cables,  sails,  sail- 
cloth, anchors,  wikmI  of  all  kiods,  and  all  other 
things  proper  for  the  consiruction  and  repair  of 
Tenels,  shall  be  looked  upon  as  articles,  of  free 
commerce.  What,  then,  is  the  eousequeaee  of 
these  contradictory  stipiuationi  1  Is  it  not  aban  - 
dooing  to  England  the  excliuire  commerce  of 
naTal  stores  1  And  is  it  not  giving  her,  in  a 
mariiime  war  like  tbe  presmt,  a  powerful  arm, 
—ki.i,  -k-  ...—  ,g  the  injury  of  Spain,  whilst  the 


which  she  uses  ti 


of  an  arlicle  to  her  so  absolutely  necessary  1 

will  say  in  reply,  that  Spain  entered  voluntarily 
into  these  siipulaiions ;  but  could  it  ever  have 
been  expected  that  America  would  have  made, 
almost  at  the  same  moment,  such,  on  her  part,  as 
should  cause  the  King,  my  master,  to  repent  of 
bis  generosity  and  great  beneScenc& 

la  tbe  preamble  to  the  Spanish  Treaty,  its  ob- 
ject is  said  to  be  for  the  mutual  advantage  and 
reciprocal  utility  ofboih  couatriea.  I  leare  you 
to  determine  what  advantages  either  Spain  or 
Amttiea  can  derive  from  the  15th  and  16th  arti- 
cles of  their  tieaty,  whilst  those  of  the  17th  and 
ISth  of  the  English  Treaty  remain  in  full  force. 

Thus  far  I  nave  represented  merrlv  the  injury 
dme  to  the  inteiesU  of  Spain ;  but  I  shall  now 
Uaie  to  you  a  point  in  which  ber  rights  are  essen- 
tially^ concoroed — I  mean  the  navigation  of  the 
Uississippi. 

The  just  ground  upon  wtiich  Spain  refused  to 
ichaowledge  the  mniual  and  ill^al  cession  which 
Sn^land  made  to  the  United  States,  in  the  Stb 
article  of  the  treaty  of  3d  of  September,  1783,  of 
therresnarigalion  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  ocean; 
the  necesaity  in  which  America  has  found  herietf 
ariecorring  to  a  special  treaty  with  Spain  for  ob- 
labing  it;  and, above  all,  the  tenor  of  the  4tb  arti- 
cle of  the  said  treaty,  in  which  it  is  agreed  that 
the  free  navigation  of  tbe  said  river  to  the  ocean 
Ixlongs  axcwnMJjr  to  the  subjects  of  the  King, 
and  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  had  given 
Hii  Majesty  reason  to  believe  thai  the  Federal 
Government, bf  this  stipulation,  annulted,  as  ille- 
gal, the  claim  which  it  bad  made  with  E[igland,as 
lo  this  poiai,  ia  the  Sth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783. 
Bat  His  Majesty  has  seen,  with  equal  surprise, 
uut  lbs  Uuiled  Stales  not  only  pretend  to  con- 
nrm  that  right  to  England,  hy  the  3d  article  of 
their  Commercial  Treaty,  but  that  they  have, 
suce  the  conclosion  of  that  with  Spain,  in  which 
the  pavigaiion  of  the  Mississippi  is  confined  ea> 
diuutli/  to  the  Spaniards  and  Amencaaa,  agreed 
to  tbe  ezplanatixy  article  signed  here  by  yourself 


and  tbe  Engtisb  Charz6  des  Affaires,  Mr.  Bond, 
on  the  4th  of  May,  1796^  in  which  it  is  declared, 
"that  no  other  stipulation  or  treaty  concluded 
since  by  either  of  tbe  eontractinf  parties,  with 
any  other  Power  or  nation,  is  understood  in  any 
manner  to  derogaie  from  tbe  right  to  the  free  com- 
munication and  commerce  guarantied  by  tbe  3d 
article  of  the  treaty  to  the  subjects  of  His  Britan- 
nic Males  ly." 

The  Kinig,  my  maater,  finds  so  much  tiie  more- 
diScnlty  In  reconciling  this  stipulation  concenuntf 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  in  article  3d,  oT 
tbe  EogliBb  Treaty,  conGnned  by  the  explanatory . 
article  of  the  4th  of  May,  with  the  4th  article  of 
that  with  Spain,  as,  on  examining  the  original 
right  of  England,  none  is  found  lo  exist,  and  tbe 
United  Slates  alone  hold  that  which  Spain  ceded 
in  the  said  article  of  the  treaty  with  tbeu.  In 
order  to  convince  you  of  this,  let  us  examine  the 
stipulations  of  former  treaties,  from  which  1  give 
the  following  extract : 

By  the  6Ui  article  of  the  preliminary  treaty 
made  on  tbe  3d  November,  1762,  between  France 
andQreatBrittun.snd  bythe  definiti  ve  treaty  stgit- 
ed  on  the  10th  of  February,  1763,  it  is  stipulated 
that  all  that  part  of  Louisiana  siiuated  on  the  east 
of  the  Mississippi,  excepting  New  Orleans  and  tia 
dependencies,  should  belong  lo  Qreat  Britain. 

By  the  6ih  article  of  the  provisional  treaty  con- 
cluded between  the  UnitedSiates  of  America  and 
Qreat  Britain,  on  tbe  30th  November,  1762,  and 
tbe  definitive  treaty  signed  on  the  3d  of  Septem- 
ber, 1783,  it  ia  slated  that  ihe  navigation  of  Iha 
Mississippi,  from  its  source  to  the  ocean,  shall  foe 
ever  remain  and  be  free  to  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  citixens  of  the  United  Slates. 

By  the  preliminary  articles  of  the  treat?  con- 
cluded between  Spain  and  England,  and  ibe  de- 
Sniiive  treaty  signed  on  the  3d  of  September, 
1783,  Great  Britain  ceded  to  Spain  all  Bast  and 
West  Florida,  which  two  provinces  were  the 
only  territory  that  that  nation  had  remaining  in 
this  part  of  the  continent. 

In  tbe  5lh  article,  in  which  this  cession  is  stip- 
ulated, not  a  single  word  is  said  relative  to  the 
□avigalion  of  the  Mississippi,  nor  do  the  other  ar- 
iTcles  say  anything  on  ihe  subjec' 


Great  Britain  still  held  tbe  richt  to  EmI  and 
West  Florida,  because  then  she  had  not  ceded/or 
ewr  those  provinces  lo  Spain,  as  is  proved  aftei^ 
wards  by  the  treatv  of  1783.  and  without  Ihe  least 
mention  therein  of  the  Mississippi. 

Therefore,  England  having  ceded  East  and 
West  Florida  in  1783,  and  not  having  reserved 
the  right  to  Ibe  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  of 
course  lost  it  entirely  when  she  tnade  Spain  mi*. 
tress  of  the  two  bauRs. 

The  only  right  which  the  United  States  had  in 
the  navigation  of  thai  river  was  founded  on  the 
stipulations  derived  from  England  i  but  having 
changed  their  political  existence  by  the  declara- 
tion of  their  independence,  and  having,  by  thia 
act  separated  tbeir  iateresta  from  thoae  of  Great 
Bntain,  the  liberiy  of  navigating  the  MiMisaippi 
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did  not  follow  to  the  United  States,  but  by  a  epe- 
cial  treaty  which  hs^  just  been  concluded  betweeo 
Spain  and  this  country. 

'  Bo  far  good  ;  haw  can  the  United  States,  with- 
oat  the  consent  of  Spain,  cede  to  England  the 
right  of  nHvigaiiD}(  the  Mis-sisitippi.  which  is 
granted  only  to  themselres7  Aod  in  rirtue  of 
what  privilege  can  the  Federal  GererQinent  give 
the  navigation  of  this  river  to  a  nation  who  has 
renounced  all  her  rights  through  the  medium  of 
aolemn  treaties,  and  who  not  only  does  not  hold 
a  single  port,  out  also  does  not  possess  a  single 
inch  of  land  on  its  banks? 

This  simple  exposition,  in  conjunclion  with  the 
opinion  of  all  jurists,  that  the  navigatioo  of  rivers 
naturally  belongs  to  him  who  possesses  the  two 
banks,  evidently  manifests  the  injury  done  ID  the 
rights  of  Spain  in  the  3d  article  of  the  English 
Treaty,  and  the  explanatory  article  signed  on  the 
4th  of  May,  1796. 

The  King  of  Spaio,  desirous  of  preaetving  the 
best  harmony  and  friendship  with  this  country,  as 
protector  of  the  interests  of  his  snhjects,has  ordered 
me  to  represent  to  this  Qovernment  what  I  have 
just  mentioned;  and  His  Majesty,  relying  upon 
the  equity  of  his  demands,  hopes  that  tne  United 
Slates,  animated  by  the  same  sentiments,  will 
come  to  a  cami>osiiion  which,  without  injuring 
the  American  citizens,  shall  insure  the  happiness 
of  his  subjects,  and  guard  the  rights  of  his  sove- 
reignty. 

I,  with  pleasure,  emhrac*'  this  opportunity  of 
renewing  my  wishes  to  serve  you,  aod  that  God 
may  preserve  your  life  many  years. 
Your  mosl  obedient  servant, 

CARLOS  M,  DE  YRUJO. 

TiMOTBY  Pickering,  Esq^ 

Secretary  of  State. 

No.  17. 

Latter  from  the  Secretai;  of  State  to  the  Minister  of 

Hii  Catholic  Hajcstj,  dated 

Department  of  State, 

PkOadelphia,  Man  !?>  ^'^^■ 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipl  of  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  which  ha! 
been  laid  before  ihe  President  of  ihe  United  Stales. 
It  contains  three  subjects  of  complaint,  as  arising 
ont  of  ihe  Treaty  of  Amitjr,  Commerce,  and  Nav- 
igation, between  the  United  States  and  Oreat 

1.  That  Ihe  principle,  that  free  ships  make  free 
goods,  is  thereby  destroyed  ;  the  17th  article  not 
only  permitting  EngliKh  vessels  to  lake  and  carry 
into  port  those  of  America,  upon  the  arbitrary 
ground  of  suspicion,  but  also  to  take  and  seize 
enemies'  properly  or  merchandise  found  under  the 
American  flag. 

2.  That,  bv  the  18th  article  of  that  treaty,  tim- 
bw  for  ship  Duilding,  tar,  roain,  copper  in  siieets, 
aails,  hemp,  and  cordage,  and,  generally,  what- 
ever may  serve  directly  to  the  equipment  of  ves- 
aels,  are  declared  contraband. 

3.  That,  hy  the  3d  article  of  that  treaty,  and  the 
explanatory  article   added    thereto,  (he    United 


Stales  have  ceded  and  confitmed  U>  Oreat  Britain 
the  right  of  navigating  the  river  Mississippi ;  a 
right  which  you  say  ihe  United  States  themselves 
acquired  only  by  virtue  of  their  treaty  with  Spain, 

Your  letter  also  contains  various  intimaiions, 
which,  in  connexion  with  these  three  topics  of 
complaint,  it  will  be  proper  for  me  to  notice. 

li  is  very  true,  that  our  treat?  with  Spain  was 
received  throughout  the  United  States  with  sat- 
isfaction and  general  approbation,  because  it 
closed  a  dispute  which   had   been  pending  many 

Sam  between  the  two  countries,  by  His  Catholic 
ajesiy's  accedioj  to  the  claims  of  the  United 
States  (which  they  deemed  founded  in  right)  to 
the  frte  navigation  of  the  Missisupni,  from  its 
source  to  the  ocean,  and  to  their  southern  bound- 
ary line  OS  described  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of 
1783.  between  the  United  Slates  and  Oreat  Britain. 
We  were  also  satisfied  with  the  engagement  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty  to  compensate  our  mer- 
cantile citizens  for  ihe  losses  they  had  sus- 
tained by  the  capture  of  their  vessels  and  cargoes 
by  the  subjects  of  His  Majesty,  during  ihe  late 
war  between  Spain  and  France.  All  tnese  were 
acts  of  substantial  justice,  which  were  neces- 
sarily approved  by  every  upright  mind.  ,  All 
the  other  stipulations  of  the  treaty  between  the 
United  Stales  and  His  Catholic  Majesty  were 
wholly  voluntary,  and  perfectly  reciprocal  i  so 
that  neither  of  the  two  contracting  parties  conld 
say  that  they  had  panted  or  received  a  favor.  I 
make  this  observation,  because  of  the  numerous 
intimations  in  your  letter,  that,  by  these  other 
stipulations,  benefits  and  advantages  had  beea 
granted  by  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  the  United 
Slates,  without  receiving  from  them  any  equiva- 
lent ;  intimations  for  which  wesee  no  foundatios. 
To  instance  in  the  articles  which  constitute  the 
two  first  subjects  of  your  complainL 

1.  Free  shipa  shall  make  free  goods.  It  is  in- 
poesible  that  the  two  contracting  parties  should 
ever  have  conceived  that  this  rule,  as  between 
themselves,  could  have  any  operation,  except 
when  one  was  at  war  aod  the  other  at  peace.  The 
United  States  being  in  the  latter  situation,  have  a 
right  to  carry  in  their  vessels  goods  of  the  enemies 
01  Spain,  without  being  liable  on  that  account  to 
capture.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  United  Stales 
were  at  war,  and  Spain  at  peace,  her  subjects 
would  have  a  right  to  tratispori  in  their  vessels  the 
guodsof  oor  enemies,  free  from  capture  byine 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States.  And  tans 
this  stipulitiDO  is  exactly  equal  on  both  sides. 

2.  Ship  limber  and  naval  stores  are,  by  the  la* 
of  nations,  contraband  of  war.  But  the  United 
States  and  Spain,  for  their  mutual  benefit,  agreed 
to  consider  them  as  free  goods,  in  order  thai  either 
party,  remaining  at  peace,  might  safely  contiane 
Its  commerce  in  thoie  articles,  even  by  carrying 
them  to  the  enemies  of  the  other.  And  thus  ini* 
rule  will  operate  equally,  like  the  former. 

You  compare  the  literal  stipulations  in  ihes* 
two  articles  with  those  of  a  contrary  "■'JI*'" 
the  treaty  between  the  United  Slates  and  Ow" 
Britain,  and  ask,  what  should  be  the  anrpriae  yaa- 
i]  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  on  knownj 
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of  the  Ifttier  eogageineats  I  AfUr  nmarking  that, 
if  ihoie  iiipulaiioos  yrtie  liberal  on  tbe  part  of 
Spain,  ther  i^ere  alike  liberal  oa  the  part  of  the 
Uoiied  Stairs,  seeiogf  they  were  perfectly  recip- 
rocal;  permit  me  tp  say,  that  tbe  eogBgemeDta 
with  Great  Britain  do  not  appear  to  orTer  any 
cause  for  "  surprise"  on  the  part  of  his  Catholic 
Majesly,  because  His  Majesty  had  seen,  durioz 
(he  whole  course  of  the  American  war,  how  (teaf 
ily  Great  Briiain  persisted,  in  opposition  to  the 
demands  of  all  the  maritime  Powers,  to  main  la  id 
hti  claims,  under  the  law  of  nations,  lo  capture 
ennnies'  property,and  timber,  and  naval  stores,  as 
contraband,  id  neutral  ships.  His  Majesty  had 
also  seen,  in  the  present  war,  in  which  he  was 
for  a  time  a  party  wiib  Great  Britain  against 
France,  ibat  Cfreat  Britain  coniinaed  to  avow  and 
jncttse  upon  the  same  principles.  And  with 
such  ■  perfect  knowledge  of  the  principles  and 
conduct  of  Qreat  Britain,  and  while  she  was  still 
engaged  in  the  war  with  a  Power  which  «be 
tirenuously  endeavored  to  deprive  of  limber  and 
uaral  stores,  and  whoee  merpanille  shipping  was 
greatly  reduced,  conld  His  Catholic  Majesty  ex- 
pect that  Great  Britain  would  reliDquish  her  legal 
tights  to  a  nation  {ihe  United  States)  which 
■bounded  in  materials  for  building  and  eqDipping 
ihin,  and  whose  Tesacis,  adapted  to  the  eurying 
trade  itaversed  every  sea,  and  visited  every  quar- 
tet of  the  globe  1  You  seem  to  imagine  there  is 
ih«  mote  reason  for  "  surprise,"  because,  as  yon 
ny,  the  eon^emeDts  between  ihe  United  States 
ud  Great  Biilain  were  contracted  ''  nearly  at  the 
tune  lime" — ''almoat  at  the  same  moment,"  with 
our  iiipulations  with  his  Catholic  Majesty.  But 
allow  me  to  bring  to  your  reeolleciioD  the  periods 
when  these  diflcient  treaties  were  formed.  That 
with  Qreai  Britain  was  concluded  on  the49ih 
day  of  November,  1794;  that  with  Spain  on  the 
27ih  October,  1796.  Further,  the  tr«aty  with 
Great  Britain  was  published  in  Philadelphia  on 
the  £r*t  day  of  July,  1795,  almost  four  months  be- 
far  the  treaty  with  His  Catholic  Majesty  was  cod-, 
elnded,  and  nearly  ten  monihi  before  it  received 
hi*  raiibcation,  at  which  time  (Spain  and  the 
Uuiied  Slates  being  then  at  peace  with  all  tbe 
world)  ii  does  not  appear  that  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jestv  found  the  smallest  difficulty  in  giving  his 
Gul  sanction  to  his  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
oil  account  of  their  prior  treaty  with  Great  Bri- 
Hin.  Moreover,  Mr.  Thomas  Pinckney,  who 
Dcgotiaied  the  treaty  with  8p«ln.  being  privy 
to  the  whole  negotiation  with  Great  Britain, 
and  pofectly  acquainted  with  every  article  of 
l)i«  British  Treaty,  it  is  hardly  to  be  doubted 
tbat  be  communicated  to  the  Prince  of  Peace 
every  information  conceminK  it  which  bad  any 
r^iioQ  to  bis  negotiation  with  Spain.  The  mode 
HI  proceeding  in  the  cases  of  capture*  of  Ameri- 
can Tends,  IS  precisely  the  same  in  both  treaties, 
and  the  most  material  expressions  in  tbe  7th  arti- 
cle of  the  British  Treaty  are  copied  into  the  Slst 
oftheiteaiy  with  Spain. 

I  am  now  to  consider  your  third  complaint — 
tut  relating  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississir"' 
You  enter  into  an  examination  of  the  rigl 


I  the  Uoiied  Stales  to  tbts  navigation,  and  draw 
this  conclusion,  that  their  right  is  derived  solely 
from  the  cession  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  by  iha 
4th  article  of  bis  treaty  with  the  United  State*. 
Hence  you  are  induced  lo  ask,  "  How  can  the 
United  States,  without  the  consent  of  Spain,  cede 
to  England  tbe  right  of  navigating  the  Mississip- 
pi, which  is  granted  only  to  themselves?"  If,  sir, 
your  statement  was  correct,  there  could  be  bo 
question  in  the  case.  If  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  origiTt- 
died  in  ibeir  treaty  with  Spain,  which  was  con- 
cluded on  the  37th  of  October,  1795,  it  requites  no 
argument  to  prove  tbat  they  could  not  have  grant- 
ed the  right  of  that  navigation  lo  Great  Britain 
on  the  19th  of  November,  1794. 

But  I  might  deny  tbat  ihe  United  Slates  etier 
granted  the  right  of  navigating  the  Mississippi  to 
Great  Britain.  A  recurrence  tolhe  treaties,  to  which 
yourefer,willprovelhatihepossessed  that  right  by 
the  peace  of  1763,and  that  she  has  never  formally 
relinquished  it.  I  do  not,  indeed,  conceive  the  in- 
quiry essential  to  the  subject  of  your  present  com- 
plaint ;  but,  as  you  have  thought  fit  to  go  into  it, 
you  will  allow  me  lo  follow  you. 

By  tbe  definitive  treaty  of  peace  concluded  the 
IQth  of  February,  1763,  Prance,  then  possessed  of 
Louisiana,  ceded  to  Gient  Britain  all  her  posse*- 
sions  on  tbe  east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  except 
the  town  and  island  of  New  Orleans.  And  it  wa* 
likewise  siiputaled  "that  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Mississippi  shall  be  equally  free,  as  well  to 
the  Buhjecis  of  Great  Britain  as  to  those  of  France, 
in  its  whole  length  and  breadth,  from  its  sourea 
to  the  sea,  and  expressly  that  part  which  is  ho- 
tweeo  the  said  island  ol  New  Orleans  and  the  right 
bank  of  that  river,  as  well  as  the  passage  both  in 
and  out  of  its  mouth."  The  people  of  the  United 
States  being  then  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  they  of  course  participated  in  tbe  right 
of  navigating  the  river  Misiissippi,  and  by  the  8th 
article  of  the  provisional  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britiau,  concluded  the 
30th  of  November,  1792.  and  the  definitive  treaty 
of  peace  concluded  the  3d  of  September,  1783, 
this  right  was  confirmed,  it  being  therein  stipula- 
ted that  "  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi, 
from  its  source  to  the  ocean,  shall  for  ever  remain 
free  and  open  to  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  and 
tbe  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

By  the  definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  between 
Spain  and  Great  Britain,  concluded  theSdof  Se]>- 
lember,  1783,  the  latter  ceded  to  Spain  "East 
Florida,  as  also  West  Florida ;"  but  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi, as  you  observe,  is  not  even  mentioned  in 
the  treaty.  What  is  the  just  inference  from  this  ' 
circumstance,  the  United  States  need  not  decide. 
Doubtless  Great  Britain  conceived  it  important 
to  hold  a  right  to-the  navigation  of  it,  and  all  par- 
ties, at  that  time,  certainly  supposed  that  parts  of 
her  territories  joined  its  eastern  side,  and  proba- 
bly no  one  can  now  say  they  do  not.  But  how- 
ever this  silence  with  regard  to  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  in  tbe  treaty  between  Spain  and' 
Great  Britain,  may  be  constroed ;  whether  tho 
latter,  by  not  reaerving,  is  to  be  conaidered  aa  i»- 
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lingDishin^  her  tight  lo  it ;  or  by  not  exprenl^ 
relioquishiDg,  is  to  be  uodeniood  to  relkio  it,  it 
is  pioper  to  coDsrder  the  aatare  and  effect  of  tb« 
stipuUtioos  on  this  subject,  between  her  and  the 
Uoited  States. 

When  peace  was  made  between  the 
era  in  1783,  both  were  entitled  to  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi,  and  both  desirio^  to  pre- 
Mrre  this  right,  they  mutually  stipulated  for  its 
oontinuiDce  ;  but  neither  is  pledged  to  maintaiD 
it  for  the  other,  though  each  ii  Sound  doi  to  io- 
temipt  the  other  in  the  exercise  of  that  rigbt. 
The  Treaty  of  London,  concluded  on  the  19th  of 
November,  1794,  contains,  as  to  this  point,  no  new 
grant  on  either  side;  but  their  respectire  righi^i 
are  recognised,  it  bein^  declared  in  the  diird  trti- 
el«,  that  *'  the  river  Mississippi  shall,  according  lo 
the  Treaty  of  Peace,  be  entirely  open  to  both  pais 
ties."  Had  this  declaration  been  wholly  admit- 
ted, the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi  would  have  been  neither  in- 
creased nor  diminished.  But  because  the  fourth 
nticle  of  the  subsequent  treaty  vrith  Spain  exci- 
ted some  apprehensions  in  Great  Britain,  that  it 
might  countenance  an  attempt  to  exclude  her  from 
thenar^---  -■■-■—■■■■ 
nticle 

ing,  that  no  stipulations  in  any  treaty  subsequent- 
ly concluded  by  either  party,  can  be  understood 
to  derogate  from  the  rights  of  free  intercourse 
and  commerce  secured  by  the  said  third  article  to 
the  subjects  of  His  Britanaic  Majeatr,  and  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States.    The  rourth  article 


ea^  with  Spain  received  its  peculiar 
lorm  wiin  the  design  that  it  mieht  not  aerogate 
from  the  prior  stipulations  of  the  United  States 
with  Qreai  Britain.  And  this,  as  I  shall  presently 
show  you,  was  jKrfecdy  understood  by  the  Oov- 
emment  of  Smm.  And  let  me  assure  you,  that 
the  Federal  Qovernment  no  more  seeks  the  ex- 
cuse than  it  merits  the  imputation,  "  that  England, 
by  her  treaty  with  America,  had  surprised  its 
good  faith." 

In  discussing  their  respective  projects  of  a  trea- 
ty, it  appears  that  the  Prince  of  Peace,  on  the 
part  of  Spain,  proposed  that  Mr.  Pinckney,  on  the 
pan  of  the  United  Stales,  should  enter  into  a  stip- 
ulation which  would  have  gone  to  the  exclusion 
of  Gh'eat  Britain  from  the  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. To  this  project  Mr.  Pinckney  returned 
ihe  following  answer : 
Extract  from  the  "Notes  on  the  project  of  a  Convui- 

tion  proposed  by  His  Eieellen^  the  Prince  of  Peace, 

September  2G,  17Bfi." 

The  words  "alone"  and  '■  exclusively"  should 
be  omitted ;  for  Spain  could  scarcely  confide  in 
the  ^ood  &itb  of  the  United  States,  or  in  the  con- 
yentioB  which  she  is  about  to  conclude  with  them, 
if  they  agreed  to  an  arUcle  which  would  be  atr 
infraction  of  a  treaty  previously  concluded :  for, 
by  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  United  States 
and  Oreat  Britain,  concluded  ia  1783,  it  is  itipu- 
laled  that  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi 
shall  continue  free  to  the  subjects  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  to  the  citizena  of  the  United  States." 


Here,  sir,  you  see  that  the  Federal  Governmeni 
far  from  "giving  His  Catholic  Majesty  (as  voi 
suggest)  reason  lo  believe  that  they  Had  annulled 
as  illegal,  the  claim  which  Ibey  had  made  wit! 
England  as  to  this  point,  in  the  eighth  article  o 
the  treaty  of  1783,"  expressly  declared  thai  ihi 
attempt  would  be  a  violation  of  the  good  faith  o 
the  United  States  pledged  to  Great  Britain  ir 
that  treaty. 


article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain  was  adopted 
You  will  observe,  sir,  that  this,  like  every  othn 
treaty,  contains,  generally,  the  joint  stipulation! 
of  the  conttacting  parties.  Such  is  the  stipulation 
of  the  United  Slates  and  Spain  in  the  beginning 
of  Che  fourth  article:  "It  is  likewiae  agreed  thai 
the  western  boundary  of  the  United  States  wbicb 
separates  them  from  the  Spanish  colony  of  Louit- 
iane,  is  in  the  middle  of  the  channel  or  bed  of  tbe 
river  Mississippi,  from  the  northern  boundary  ol 
the  said  Slates  to  the  completion  of  the  thiny- 
Grst  degree  of  latitude  north  of  the  equator." 
Then  follows  the  clause  respecting  the  navip- 
lion  of  the  Mississippi.  "  And  His  Catholic  Ma* 
jesty  has  likewise  agreed  that  the  navigation  of 
the  said  riv«',  in  its  whole  breadth,  from  its  scarce 
to  the  ocean,  shalt  be  free  only  to  his  subjects  and 
the  oitizeos  of  the  United  States,  unless  he  should 
extend  thia  ^ivilege  to  the  subjects  of  other  Pow- 
ers by  special  convention."  Here  Spain  is  the 
sole  party  to  the  excluding  cause.  And  the 
twenty-fini  ardele  of  the  treaty  presents  a  simi- 
lar instance  of  a  joint  and  separate  stipuiation. 
The  two  contracting  parties  jointiv  agree  on  ihs 
mode  of  adjusting  the  claims  of  American  citi- 
zens for  the  losses  they  had  sustained  from  the 
oaptare  of  their  vessels  by  the  subjects  of  Spain : 
and  then  "  His  Catholic  Majesty  undertakes  to 
cause  the  same  to  be  paid."  Now  it  might  with 
as  much  propriety  be  affirmed  that  the  United 
States  are  by  this  clause  bound  to  contribute  (aod 
equally  with  His  Catholic  Majesty)  to  those  pay- 
ments, as  be  inferred  from  the  declaration  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty  singly,  in  the  fourth  article,  rela- 
tive to  the  exclusive  navigation  of  the  MississipIH, 
that  the  United  Slates  have  thereby  engaged  to 
ezclnde  from  it  the  svbjeeis  of  Great  Britain. 

The  simple  fact  is,  that  the  United  Stales  were 
contending  with  Spain  for  the  free  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi  for  tnemselves ;  and  by  this  clause 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  their  claim  was 
admitted.  Any  declaration  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty alone,  to  exclude  other  nations,  was  to  tbem 
quite  immaterial. 

Thus,  sir,  I  have  answered  to  all  vonr  com- 
plaints, and,  I  hope,  satistitctorily.  The  Uaitn) 
States,  equally  with  His  Catholic  Majesty,  are 
desirouE  of  preserving  the  best  harmony  between 
-L ._-_.    .^g  the  American  Govemmait 


at  end. 
1  hare  the  honor  to  be,  &c_ 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 
The  Cbbtalieh  na  Yanjo, 

Envoy  Extraordinary,^' 
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No.  18. 

Cofl  of  k  letter  bum  General  Pincknej  U  iba  Secra* 

t«iy  of  State,  dated 

PABie,  Febrway  1, 1797. 
Dear  Sir  :  The  day  after  I  bad  enclosed  my 
h$t  of  tbe  24th  ultimo,  (No.  5)  iatelligeoce  wa« 
Rcetied  tbat  Bonaparte  had  obtained  a.  most  bril- 
lint  victory  in  luty ;  that  he  bad  made  tweniy- 
thtce  thousand    Austiiaa    prisoners,  killed    aod 
VQunded  six  thousand,  and  had  taken  sixty  piecea 
of  caonon,  and  twenty-four  standards;  and  the 
day  after  the  arriTsJ  of  this  news,  the  following 
ktter  was  written  to  me  by  Mr,  De  la  Croix  : 
Tba  Miiuater  of  Foreign  Afiura  to  Mi.  Pinc^cy, 
Anglo- AoMricall. 
pAma,  the  Gth  Pbtvioae, 


The  Bxecutive  Directory  has  charged  me  to 
make  known  to  yoa,  that  not  having  obtaioed 
special  permission  to  reside  at  Paris,  you  are  ame- 
BiNe  lo  the  law  which  obliges  foreigners  to  quit 
[he  lerrtiory  of  the  Republic.  I  had  the  honor 
of  informing  yon  near  two  months  ago,  by  the 
piocipal  S^retary  of  my  departmcDt,  of  the  in- 
NDtions  of  the  Qovernment  in  this  respect.  1 
cannot  dispense  wLtb  notil^iDg  you  of  tnem  to- 
day.    Receive,  sir,  Ac. 

CH.  DE  LA  CROIX 
To  which  I  retiKO^  the  following  answer : 
To  the  Minister  of  Exterior  BelatiDna. 

PiBiB,  1th  Phmote,  1797. 
CtTizBM  MiMtaTCR :  I  did  not  receive,  until  3 
o'cLoch  toHlay,  your  note  in  date  of  the  6ih  inst., 
informinf;  me  that  the  Directory  had  charged  yon 
[o  acquaint  me,  that  pot  havinjf  obtained  particu- 
lar penaission  to  reside  at  Pans,  I  was  subject  lo 
the  lair  which  obliged  strangers  to  quit  the  terri- 
lory  of  the  RepabEc.  I  intimated  to  you  some 
time  since,  by  the  Secretary  General  of  your  de- 
partment- and  by  Major  Rulled^,  my  Secretary, 
that  I  deemed  a  notiication  of  this  sort,  in  writing, 
from  yoa  necessary,  previous  to  my  departure. 
Having  now  received  it,  I  shall,  without  delay, 
prepare  to  go,  and,  in  the  meanwhile,  will  be 
oUiged  to  yon  for  the  necessary  passports  for  my' 
self  and  family,  with  our  baggage,  to  quit  the 
Reptiblic,  in  my  way  to  Holland.  Accept  cilizeo 
liintster.  &£. 

CHARLSS  C.  PINCKNBY. 
I  should  bave  made  some  observation  on  beinfi 
termed  Anglo- American,  but,  on  inquiry,  I  founa 
it  wu  customary  to  call  all  my  countrymen  so^tc 
dinisgnish  us  from  the  inhabitania  of  St.  Domin- 
goand  the  other  French  West  India  islands.  I 
Ban  receired  my  passports,  and  shall,  In 
dayj,  Mt  out  for  Amsterdam.  I  know  not '  ._ 
has  occasioned  this  determination  of  the  Directory 
after  having  permitted  me  to  remain  here  so  long 
a  time  htm  their  refusal  to  acknowledge  me. 
Ton  irtJI  judge  whether  the  answer  of  the  Sen- 
ile and  ifae  House  of  Refaeieniatives  to  the  Pre- 


sident's Speech,  asd  the  late  succeases  in  Italr 
have  not  concurred  to  occasion  it.  Mr.  De  la 
Croiz  assured  Major  Rutledge,  that  he  acted  by 
the  express  orders  of  the  Directory  in  thia  parlicU' 
lar,  and  not  from  himself. 

Your  letter  of  tbe  26th  of  November,  with  the 
du;)licate  of  your  letter  of  the  same  month,  (the 
orig-inal  of  which  bas  not  reached  me)  I  received 
the  29th  nltimo,  and  am  happy  to  find  that  Mr. 
Adel's  disorganizing  manceuvres  have  been  treated 
by  my  countrymen  in  the  manner  they  deserved, 
and  that  his  attempts  to  divide  has  tended  to  unita 
them.  I  most  ardently  wish  tbat  we  would  banr 
ish  all  party  distirtclioos  and  foreign  influence, 
and  think  and  act  only  as  Americans,  for  all  par- 
ties in  this  coontry  unite  in  thinking  that  wa 
ought  to  act  as  if  we  were  altogether  their  depecd- 

and  indebted  to  them  solely,  and  not  to  our 

exertions  for  our  liberty  and  independence. 
Hence  oar  treaty  with  Great  Biitaia  is  here  gen»- 
rally  execrated,  and  our  having  any  kind  of  com- 
mercial connexion  with  that  country,  even  if  the 
treaty  had  not  been  made,  would,  I  believe,  bave 
been  disliked.  They  wish  to  destToy>  the  trade  of 
Great  Britain,  and  they  look  upon  us  as  one  of 
her  best  costomers;  and,  lo  obtain  their  object, 
they  care  not  what  we  suffer.  I  shall  write  to 
you  again  as  soon  as  I  arrive  at  Amsterdam. 
Please  to  direct  me,  under  cover,  to  aui  bankers 
there,  and  be  assured  I  am,  Ac 

CHARLES  C.  PINCKNBY. 

Col  PicKEHiHO,  SecT^aty  of  the  U.S. 


TEIPOLI 


[CiHnmnniated  to  the  Senate,  May  96,  1797.] 
Unitbd  ST*TBe,  May  26, 1767. 
GtniUmai  of  the  Sanate : 

I  lay  before  yon,  for  your  consideration  and  ad- 
vice, a  treaty  of  perpetual  peace  and  friendship 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
Bey  and  subjects  of  Tripoli,  of  Barbary,  con- 
cluded, ai  Tripoli,  on  the  4(h  day  of  Novemberi 
1796. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
Treaty  of  Peace  and  Friendship  between  the  United 
State*  of  America  and  the  Bey  snd  Sabjecta  of  Tri- 
poli, of  Barbary. 

Article  1.  There  is  a  firm  and  perpetual  peace 
and  friendship  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  Bey  and  subjects  of  Tripoli,  of 
Barbary,  made  hj  tbe  free  consent  of  both  par- 
ties, and  guarantied  by  the  most  potent  Dey  and 
Regency  of  Algiers. 

Abt.  2.  If  any  goods  belonging  to  any  nation, 
with  which  either  of  tbe  parties  is  at  war,  shall 
be  loaded  on  board  of  vessels  bdongitig  to  tbe 
other  party,  they  shall  pass  free,  and  no  attempt 
shall  be  made  to  take  or  detain  them. 

Art.  3.  If  any  citizens,  snbjects,  or  effects,  be- 
longing to  either  party,  shall  be  found  on  board  a 
prize  vessel  taken  from  an  enemy  by  the  other 
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Art.  4.  Proper  passports  are  ro  be  given  to  ill 
Teasels  of  both  parties,  by  which  they  are  to  be 
kaowD.  And  considering  the  distance  beltreeo 
the  two  countries,  eighteen  mooihs,  from  the  date 
of  this  treatv,  shall  be  allowed  for  procuring  such 

Eissporta.  tluriog  this  interval  the  other  papers, 
elonging  to  such  vessels,  shall  be  sufficient  for 
their  protection. 

Abt.  f).  A  citizen  or  subject  of  either  party 
having  bought  a  prize  vessel,  condemned  by  the 
other  party,  or  by  any  other  nation,  the  certifi 
cates  of  condemnation  and  bill  of  sale  shall  he  a 
sufficient   passport  for  such  vessel  for  one  year ; 

this  being  a  reasonable  time  for  her  to  proci 

proper  passport. 

Art.  6.  Vessels  of  either  party,  putting  Into 
the  porti  of  the  other,  and  havinir  need  of  pro- 
visions or  other  supplie.i,  they  shall  be  furnished 
BI  the  market  price.  And  if  any  such  vessel  shall 
so  put  in,  from  a  disaster  at  sea,  And  have  occa- 
sion to  repair,  she  shall  be  at  liberty  to  land  and 
re-embaik  her  cai^o  without  paying  any  duties. 
But  in  DO  case  shall  she  be  compelled  to  land  het 
cargo. 

Art.  7.  Should  a  vessel  of  either  party  be  cast 
on  the  shore  of  the  other,  all  proper  assistance 
shall  be  given  to  her  and  her  people;  no  pillage 
■hall  be  allowed ;  the  properly  shall  remaiD  ai 
the  disposition  of  the  owners ;  and  the  crew  pro- 
tected and  imceored  till  they  can  be  sent  (o  tneir 
country. 

Art.  8.  If  a  vessel  of  either  party  should  be 
attacked  by  an  enemy,  within  Bun-shot  of  the 
forts  of  the  other,  she  shall  be  defended  as  much 
as  possible.  If  she  be  in  port  she  shall  not  be 
seized  on,  or  attacked,  when  it  is  in  ihe  power  of 
the  other  party  to  protect  her.  And  when  she 
proceeds  to  sea.  no  enemy  shall  be  allowed  to  pur- 
sue her  from  tne  same  port,  within  twenty-four 
hours  after  her  departure. 

Abt.  9.  The  commerce  betwaen  the  United 
States  and  Tripoli ;  the  protection  to  be  given  to 
merchants,  masters  of  vessels,  and  seamen ;  the 
reciprocal  right  of  establishing  Consuls  in  each 
country;  and  the  jirivileges,  immunities,  and  ju- 
risdictions, to  be  enjoyed  by  such  Consuls,  are  de- 
clared to  be  on  the  same  footing  with  those  uf  the 
most  favored  nations  respectively. 

Art.  10.  The  money  and  presents  demanded 
by  the  Be^  of  Tripoli,  as  s  full  and  satisfactory 
consideration  on  his  jwrt,  and  on  the  part  of  his 
subjects,  for  this  treaty  of  perpetual  peace  and 
friendship,  are  acknowledeed  to  have  been  re- 
ceived by  him  previous  to  his  signing  the  same, 
according  to  a  receipt  which  is  hereto  annexed, 
except  such  part  as  is  promised,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  delivered  and  paid  by  them 
on  the  arrival  of  their  Consul  in  Tripoli ;  of 
which  pan  a  note  is  likewise  hereto  annexed. 
And  no  pretence  of  any  periodical  tribute  of  fiir- 
ther  payments  is  ever  to  be  made  by  either  party. 
Art.  11.  As  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  of  America  is  not,  in  an^  sense,  founded 
on  the  Christian  religion;  as  it  has  in  itself  no 


character  of  enmity  against  the  tans,  religion,  or 
tranquillity,  of  Mussulmen;  and, as  the  saidStalea 
never  entered  into  any  war,  or  act  of  hostility 
against  any  Mahometan  nation,  it  is  declared  by 
the  parties,  that  no  pretext,  arising  from  religious 
opinions,  shall  ever  produce  an  interruption  ofthe 
harmony  existing  between  the  two  countries. 

Art.  12.  In  case  of  any  dispute,  Drisiagfrom 
a  violation  of  anv  of  the  articles  of  (his  treaty, 
DO  appeal  shall  De  made  lo  arms  ;  nor  shall  wii 
be  declared  on  any  pretext  whatever.  But  if  the 
Consul,  residing  at  the  place  where  the  dispute 
shall  happen,  shall  not  be  able  to  settle  the  same, 
an  amicable  reference  shall  be  made  lo  the  mu- 
tual friend  of  the  parties,  the  Dey  of  Algiers ;  the 
parlies  hereby  engaging;  lo  abide  by  his  deci.'ion. 
And  he,  by  virtue  oT  his  signature  to  this  treaty, 
engages  for  himself  and  successors  to  declare  the 
justice  of  the  case,  according  to  the  true  inter- 
pretation of  ihe  treaty,  and  to  use  all  (he  means 
in  his  power  to  enforce  the  observance  of  the 


d  day  of  Junad,  in  the  year  ol „ 

tionding  with  the  4ih  day   of  novembei, 
r 

■   JUaSOF  BASHAW  MAHOMET,  Bey. 
MAMET,  Tretuurer. 
AMET,  Minuter  of  Marine. 
SOLIMAN  KAYA. 
GALEL.  General  of  the  Troops. 
MAHOMET,  Cbrnm^nder  of  the  CUy. 
AMET,  Chawherlain. 
ALLY,  Chi^of  the  Divan. 
MAMET,  Secretary. 
Signed  Bod  sealed  a(  Algiers,  the  4th  day  of 
Argill,  131 1— corresponding  with  the  3d  day  of 
January,  1797,  by 

HASSAN  BASHAW,  Dey, 

^  «r   ■   -   -■      -■■   "  -' 

S(atea  of  America, 


JOEL  BARLOW. 


FRANCE. 

[Communicated  to  Ihe  Senate,  Ma;  31,  1797.] 
Uniteo  States,  Jtfdy  31, 1797. 
GentUmen.  of  the  SeTiate : 

I  nominate  General  Charles  CoiesworthPinck- 
ney,  of  South  Carolina,  Francis  Dana,  Chief 
Justice  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  Gene- 
ral John  Marshall,  of  Virginia,  to  he  jointly  and 
severally  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Minisieta 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  French  Republic. 

After  a  mature  deliberation  on  the  critical  sil- 
uation  of  our  relations  with  France,  which  have 
g  engaged  my  most  serious  attention,  1  have 
determined  on  these  nominations  of  persons  to 
negotiate  with  the  French  Republic,  to  dissipate 
umbrages,  (o  remove  prejudices,  (o  rectifv  errors, 
and  adjust  all  differences,  by  a  treaty  oetween 
the  (WO  Powers. 

It  is,  in  the  nresent  critical  and  singular  cir- 
cumstances, of  greU  imporiance  to  engage  the 
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coofldeoce  of  (he  great  poTiioDs  of  the  Union  io 
ihecharacterseiDpToyed,  aad  the  measured  which 
DMf  be  adopted.  I  bare,  therefore,  ihoughi  it  ei- 
pedietil  to  Qomiiiate  persons  of  talents  and  integ- 
ritf,  loDfr  known  and  intrusted  io  the  three  great 
divisions  of  the  Union,  and,  at  the  aame  time,  to 
provide  against  the  cases  of  death,  absence,  india- 
positioD,  or  other  impediment,  Io  invest  any  one 
or  more  of  them  with  fnll  powers. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


SPAIN. 


[CoMmtinkatad  to  Ctrngress,  Jnna  18,  I7S7.] 
RipgaT  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  proceedings  of  Andievr 
£llicott,  Esq.,  Comuiiaionei  fm  lunniog  the  bonnda- 
iT  line  between  the  United  States  and  Esat  and 
Wtat  Florida. 

Department  of  State,  June  10, 1797. 
The  Secrelary  of  Stale  respectfully  reports  to 
(he  President  01*^  the  United  Sutei  the  substance 
of  the  iofoTnution  received  the  8th  instant,  from 
Andrew  Bltit^oit,  Biiq.,  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Uoited  Slates  appointed  to  run  the  boundary  line 
between  their  territory  and  His  Catholic  Majesty's 
colooies  of  East  and  West  Florida. 

Ahbongh  Mr.  Ellicott  left  Philadelphia  in  Sep- 
tember, 1796,  to  proceed,  bv  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi rivers,  to  the  Natchez,  the  place  appointed 
by  the  Treaty  with  Spain,  at  which  the  Cornmis- 
sioDersof  the   two  GovernmeDis  were  to  meet 

S;i,  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  waters  of  the 
bio,  be  did  not  reach  its  mouth  until  the  19th 
of  December  ;  two  days  after  which,  both  the 
Obio  and  Mississippi  were  almost  frozen  over.  On 
tbeSlst  of  January  the  ice  began  to  give  way,  and 
their  store-boat  arriving  on  the  28th,  they  proceed- 
ed the  3l!>t  for  the  Natchez.  On  theSlst  of  Febru- 
try,  Mr.  Bllicott  received  a  letter  (No.  I)  from 
His  Catholic  Majesty's  Governor,  Oayo^o  de  Le- 
not,  dated  at  the  Natchez,  the  17ifa  of  February, 
mtDlioDing  the  in  form  Bti  on  be  had  received  of  his 
aratoaching  arrival, attended  b^  amilitary  guard 
BDaMme  woodsmen,  and  desiring  that  the  troops 
nught  be  left  about  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Pierre, 
ustguing  for  his  reason  that,  thereby,  every  un- 
foreseen misunderstanding  between  the  troops  of 
the  two  Powers  would  be  prevented.  With  this 
nqnest,  from  views  of  accommodation.  Mr.  £lti- 
cotl  complied.  Bayou  Pierre  is  about  siity  luiles 
above  the  Natchez. 

On  ibe  34th  of  February,  Mr.  Ellicott  reached 
the  Natchez,  and  immediately  by  a  letter  acquaint- 
ed Governor  Oayoso  of  his  arrival.  The  Oover- 
Dor,  on  the  same  da^,  relumed  an  answer,  (No.  2.) 
The  day  following  they  had  an  interview,  and 
Died  on  the  19th  of  March  toproceed  down  the 
tiver  to  Clarkesrille,  near  which  place  it  was  sup- 

Ssed  the  line  would  commeoce.    The  Monday 
iowins,  February  27th,  Mr.  Ellicott  wrote  a 
Inter  (No.  3)  to  the  Baron  de  Caroodelei.  Hii 


Catholic  M^esty's  Oovernor  Qeneral  of  Lonina- 
na,  and  the  Commissiotier  uamed  by  the  Court  of 
Spain,  for  ascertaining  the  boundary  line,  to  in- 
form bim  of  his  arrival  at  the  Natchez,  as  the 
Comniissioner  of  the  United  Slates.  The  B^ 
ron's  answer,  (No.  4)  dated  March  1st,  was  re- 
ceived the  9tQ,  and  on  the  same  day  Oovernor 
Oayoso  waited  on  Mr.  Ellicott,  and  informed  hin 
that  the  Baron,  in  coosequence  of  interesting  con- 
cerns below,  had  declined  to  attend,  and  tlwt  the 
whole  business  had  devolved  on  him.  Mr.  Elli- 
cott expressed  bis  satisfaction,  because  he  eipeet- 
ed  that  he,  Oovernor  Qayoso,  would  immediately 
be  ready  to  proceed.  The  Governor  answered: 
■■  No  lime  shall  be  lost ;  bul  1  fear  1  fhall  not  be 
ready  by  the  9th  ;  and,  although  the  Baron  de- 
clines acting,  on  account  of  the  business  which 
demands  his  constant  attention  at  Orleans,  he  ia, 
nevertheless,  desirous  of  having  an  inlerview  with 
yon ;  and,  lor  thai  purpose,  has  ordered  a  galley  to 
be  Sited  Up  for  your  use  and  accommodation  Io 
New  Orleans,"  Mr.  Ellicott  considered  that  the 
third  article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain  required 
the  Commiraioners  for  running  the  boundary  lin« 
Io  meet  at  the  Natchez;  and  tbal  being  then  at 
liis  post,  il  was  his  dnly  to  remain  there  until  the 
Spanish  Commissioner  should  be  ready  to  proceed 
with  him  to  the  place  where  the  line  should  com- 
mence; and,  therefore,  he  declined  the  Baron'a 


On  the  37tb  of  February,  Mr.  Ellicott  encamp- 
ed at  the  upper  end  of  the  town  of  NaicbA 
about  e  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fort  occupied 
by  the  Spanish  Iroope ;  and,  Iwo  days  after,  hoist- 
ed the  flag  of  the  United  Suies.  Upon  this  he 
received  a  verbal  message  from  Governor  QayoK^ 
by  his  aid.  Major  Minor,  desiring  the  flog  might 
be  taken  down,  which  Mr.  Ellicott  decUn^  doing. 
The  request  was  not  repeated.  Here  Mr.  Ellicott 
be^n  his  astronomical  observations,  and  found 
the  hill  on  which  he  was  encamped  to  be  in  lati- 
lude  31  degrees  33  minutes  46  seconds,  or  about 
39  miles  north  of  the  south  boundary  of  the 
United  States. 

In  this  situation  Mr.  Ellicott  was  told  alarming 
stories  about  the  unravorable  disposition  of  the 
Indians,  under  an  idea  that  the  United  Statca 
were  meditating  their  destruction.  The  whole 
settlement  was  for  some  days  swarming  with 
them,  and  they  frequently  went  about  his  camp 
with  drawn  knives.  For  his  own  safety  he  fre- 
quently issued  provisions  to  them.  Thus  criti- 
cally circumstanced,  he,  on  the  11th  of  March, 
wrote  to  Governor  Gayoso  the  letter  (No.  5)  to 
which  he  received  the  answer,  (No.  6.)  But,  in 
the  mean  time,  Mr.  Ellicott  bad  tent  an  expieee 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  his  escort  (consist- 
ing only  of  twenty-five  men)  which,  in  compli- 
ance  with  ibe  Governor's  first  request,  he  had 
left  sixty  miles  up  ihe  river,  to  come  down  di- 
rectly to  the  Natchez ;  and  being  determined  not 
to  countermand  this  order,  he,  on  the  13th,  wrote 
to  Ciovemor  Oayoso  the  letter  No.  7,  proposing 
Bacon's  landing,  about  a  mile  below  his  camp, 
for  Ibe  station  of  bis  escort;  but  before  ibislettei 
was  sent,  he  had  an  interview  with  the  Gorcmoi, 
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who  Qadertook  lo  prore  ibe  proprietf'  and  necev 
ail^  of  the  whole  party  from  the  United  Btites 
SOiDg  down  the  riTer  to  Clarke's  place,  aad  closed 
Bis  reasoning,  bjr  obserTing  that,  if  the  eKort  did 
land  at  tbe  Natchez,  he  should  consider  it  as  ao 
insuU  offered  to  the  King,  his  master.  Mr.  EUi- 
eott  then  tellinr  the  Qoveroor  that  he  should  send 
kim  immediately  an  answer,  in  writing,  observed, 
tliat  the  desire  which  was  constantly  manifested 
to  draw  him  ftom  that  place  (the  Natchez)  ap- 

C«red  Terv  singular,  as  it  was  desi^aied  in  the 
le  treaty  beiween  His  Catholic  Majesty  and  the 
United  autei,  as  the  place  of  meeting  for  the 
Commissioners;  and,  ttierefore,  that  he  should 
Nject  every  proposition  that  was  intended  to  draw 
him  from  his  present  situation,  until  the  Com- 
missioner and  surveyor  on  behalf  of  the  Crown  of 
Spain  were  ready  to  proceed  to  business.  To 
vbieh  the  Governor  replied,  "Sir,  you  either 
nistake  my  naeaniog,  or  I  have  expressed  myself 
very  bt^Ily.  I  do  not  want  you  to  leave  this 
place ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  1  am  desirous  for 
you  to  take  up  your  residence  in  my  house;  you 
will  live  there  much  more  comfortably  than  in  a 
tent."  Mr.  Ellicoit  said  that  his  lent  was  much 
mwe  agreeable  than  a  palace;  for,  in  bis  camp  he 
enjoyed  an  independence  characteristic  of  the  na- 
tion he  had  the  honor  to  represeot.  The  next 
morning  Mr.  Ellicoti  sent  his  letter,  No.  7,  and 
the  same  day  received  the  Gorernor's  answer.  No. 
S,  expressing  bis  entire  satisfaction  with  Mr.  EUi- 
oott's  semimenta,  as  uniformly  agreeing  with  his 
own,  in  everything  which  could  combine  the  mu- 
tual interests  of  the  two  nations. 

The  evening  following,  (March  15lh,)  Mr.  EUi- 
cott's  arrived  at  the  landing,  and  the  next  day 
went  down  to  the  place  he  had  proposed  for  their 
station. 

The  officer  of  the  escort  having  found  

•ettlement  a  nnmbei  of  deserters  from  the  Ame- 
rican army,  took  ibem  np.  This  occasioned  some 
verbal  commuaications  between  Governor  Gay- 
oso  and  Mr.  EUicott,  the  former  desiring  the  de- 
serters might  be  dismissed.  Mr.  Bllicott  there- 
apon  proposed  this  arrangement ;  That  such  de- 
serten  from  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates 
came  into  that  country  and  took  the  proteciioo 
the  Spanish  Government,  prior  to  the  time  fixed 
by  the  treaty  for  the  evacuation  of  the  posts, 
should,  for  the  present,  remain  onmoleEted  ;  but 
that  such  as  had  come  to  that  conntry  sinc«  that 
time,  should  be  liable  to  be  taken  and  detained. 

About  the  time  Mr.  Ellicolt's  escort  arrived, 
the  principal  part  of  the  artillery  was  taken  out 
of  the  fort  and  carried  to  the  landing,  and  every 
appearance  made  of  a  speedy  evacuation ;  but, 
on  the  22d  of  March,  great  industry  was  used  in 
ettrrying  cannon  back  to  the  fort,  wnich  were  im- 
mediately remounted.  This  gave  great  alarm  to 
the  inhabitants  of  ihedi^trict.  who  generally  man- 
ifested a  desire  of  being  declared  subjects  of  the 
United  States,  and  at  once  to  renounce  the  Span- 
ish jurisdiction.  In  order  lo  quiet  the  minds  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  to  be  able  to  give  them  some 
icasons  for  the  Governor's  conduct,  whicb  now 
began  to  be  considered  as  hostile  to  the  United 


States,  Mr.  Ellicott,  on  the  23d  of  March,  wroK 
the  letter  No.  9,  which  was  followed  by  a  note^ 
No.  10,  to  which  he  received  the  Governor's  an- 
swer, No.  11.  This  answer,  containing  informa- 
tion that  the  important  business  of  running  the 
boundary  line  should  soon  be  commenced,  sad  an 
Lianee  that  nothingcould  prevent  the  religious 
Lt^iance  with  the  treaty,  Mr.  Ellicott  exprvsstd 
his  satisfaction  in  his  letter  to  the  Goreroor, 
No.  12. 

It  being  now  reported  that  the  American  troops 
would  be  down  in  a  few  days,  the  Governor  sent, 
by  his  aid,  to  Mr.  Ellicott,  an  open  letter  from  the 
Govemor,directedio  Capi.  Pope,  who,ii  was  raid, 
commanded  those  troona,  informing  him  ibtl,  for 
sundry  reasons,  it  would  be  proper,  sad  coaduc ire 
to  the  harmony  of  the  two  naiions,  for  himsslT 
and  the  deiachmeut  under  his  command,  lo  re- 
ir  near  the  place  where  the  leller  should 
1,  until  the  posts  should  be  evacoaicd; 
and,  as  everv  preparation  was  making  for  thai  pur- 
pose, the  delay  would  be  but  for  a  f«wdays,irti»n 
be  would  be  nappy  to  see  them  at  the  Naicbez. 
This  proposal  to  Captain  Pope,  the  Governor,  in 
his  letter.  No.  13,  desired  Mr.  Ellicoit  to  second. 
Upon  reading  the  letter,  Mr.  Ellicott  observed  to 
MaiorMinor,  thai  it  was  impossible  forbimtojom 
in  tne  Qovernor's  request  to  Captain  Pope,  as  it 
was  well  known  to  him  (Mr.  Ellicott)  ihat.ia- 
stead  of  evaenatiag  the  posts,  they  were  mating 
them  more  defensible.  However.  Mr.  Ellicoti 
said  he  would  write  a  lettu  to  the  officer  com- 
mading  the  detachment,  and  requested  Major  Mi- 
nor, (as  he  was  to  be  the  bearer  of  the  Govemor^ 
letter  to  the  Waloui  Hills,}  to  take  charge  of  it ;  to 
which  he  had  no  objection.  This  letter  is  No.  14. 
On  the  28th  of  March,  the  Qovemor  issued  the 
proclamation  No.  15,  bearing  the  date  of  Marcb 
29tb,  and  another,  No.  16,  bearing  the  same  dste, 
with  the  avowed  object  of  quieting  the  minds  of 
the  inhabitants ;  but  they  produced  a  conlraty 
effect.  As  soon  as  the  Governor  discovered  this, 
he  requested  iwo  gentlemen  of  the  settlement  to 
inform  Mr.  Ellicott  that  he,  the  Governor,  bed  re- 
ceived directions  from  the  Genera Nn-chief,  the 
Baron  de  Carondelet,  to  have  the  artillery  and 
military  stores  expeditiously  rranoved  from  the 
forts,  which  were  immediately  to  be  given  up  to 
the  troo^of  the  United  States,  npon  their  ariv"!. 
Great  pains  were  taken  to  inculcaiethis  report,  but 
it  did  not  remove  susoicions.  In  order,  therefore, 
to  obtain  a  direct  explanation, Mr.  Ellicott, on  the 
31si  of  March,  wrote  to  the  Governor  the  leitei 
No.  IT,  enclosing  two  paragnpbs.  No.  IS,  of  an 
address  he  had  received  from  a  number  of  respe^ 
able  inhabiunis  of  the  district  The  Governor^ 
answer.  No.  19,  of  the  same  date,  confirmed  ev«y 
suspicion,  as  ii  contained  an  explicit  deelaraiion 
that  his  6eneral  had  given  hip  positive  orders  W 
suspend  the  evacuation  of  ihe  posts  until  Ibe  two 
Governments  should  determine  whether  the  worb 
were  to  be  left  standing,  or  to  be  demolished,  son 
until,  by  an  additional  article  to  the  treaty^ 
real  property  of  the  inhabilaots  should  be  secured ; 
^reeably  to  his  proclamalions,  in  which  tm 
Gfovemor  thought  proper  to  tell  the  inhabiiub 
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ihai  Defoliations  were  on  fool  betwem  HU  Cith- 
olic  Majesnr  and  ifae  United  Slates,  for  the  id- 
iuictneal  orihal  and  otbei.  niatten.  It  msf  not 
M  improper  to  remark  thai  do  such  neffotiation 
Ua  existed,  and  that  this  in  the  first  time  ibat 
these  objections  to  the  eracoation  of  the  posts 
biTe  been  beard  of.  This  peremptory  declara- 
tion  of  GoremorOayoso  requires  no  comaient. 

Mr.  EUicoll  says,  thai  with  the  exception  of 
ibout  eicht  persons,  including  some  officers,  a" 
the  iDbabitanis  of  the  Natchez  district,  |[wiihi 
the  limits  of  the  United  State*,)  are  desirous  of 
coming  aader  their  iurisdietlon,  and  to  hare  a 
Oofemment  establisDed  there,  similar  to  that 
Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio.  My  inquiries  en- 
tUe  me  to  add,  that  the  population  amounts  to 
near  four  thousand  souls. 

Mr.  Ellieoit  further  informs,  that  he  has  not  only 
reason  to  believe,  but  is  certain  that  many  grants 
fat  lands  in  that  district  bare  been  given  out  by 
Ibe  officers  of  the  OoTemment  of  LoDbiaaa,  since 
the  latificatioB  of  the  late  treaty,  and  tbil  their 
■nrTcyors  are  now  executing  the  surreya. 

OatheUtfa  of  April,  when  Mr.  Ellieoit  was 
faldiog  up  his  despatches,  he  received  from  Qov- 
crnor  Gayoso  the  letter  No.  20,  of  that  date,  com- 
pUining  of  the  enlistment  of  persons  in  thatdis- 
ttici,  uan  infringement  of  the  rights  of  His  Caib- 
iJic  Majesty,  and  requesting  tbat  the  persotis  en- 
listed might  be  discharged.  To  which  Mr.  Elli- 
eoit immediatelv  returned  the  answer  No.  SI, 
observing  that  the  matter  required  iovesiigai 


inne  Governor  Oayosu  that  be  would  be 
careiui  neither  to  infringe  the  rights  of  the  subjects 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  nor  willingly  suffer  those 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  be  infringed. 
The  bearer  of  Mr.  Ellicotl's  despatches  informs 
loe  that,  before  he  left  the  Natchez,  they  had  heard 
that  two  ([unboaU  were  preparing  at  New  Or- 
Icani  to  bring  up  re  in  forced)  eots;  and,  since  his 
irrival.  I  have  received  information  which,  coa- 
BKted  with  this  detail  of  facts,!*  entitled  to  belief 
ihit,  about  the  10th  of  May.  three  large  boats,  full 
of  troops,  besides  a  party  by  land,  set  off  from 
New  Orleans  for  the  Natchex.  Il  was  added,  for 
Ihepurnote  of  driving  off  theContitienial  troops 
tbat  haa  taken  possession,  agreeably  to  the  late 
treaty.  TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

JONI  19, 1797. 

I  have  just  received  from  the  Secretary  of  War 

two  letters,  (which  I  have  numberea  2S  and 

33.)  dated  the  ISth  of  December,  1796,  from  the 

<CceT  of  His  C«lbolic  Majesty  commanding  the 

Eat  New  Madrid,  one  addressed  to  the  late 
eial  Wayne,  and  the  other  to  Lieutenant 
Taylor,  whom  tlie  General  sent  thither  with  let- 
ters to  obtain  information  relative  to  the  delivery 
of  the  posts  occupied  by  His  Catholic  Majesty's 
troops  within  the  territory  of  the  United  Stales  ; 
by  which  it  appears  that  the  evacuation  of  those 
posts  was  at  thai  time  proposed  to  be  deferred, 
mettly  because  the  water  of  the  Missiwippi  was 
•»  low  as  to  render  the  transport  of  artillery,  Ac., 
very  difficult,  and  the  navigation  dangerous. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 


No.  I. 
Manuel  Gaynn  de  Lemo*  to  the  HanaraMe  A.  EOicotU 
Natcbex,  February  17, 1797. 

Sir:  Some  geatlemeo  that  lef^  yon  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio  have  informed  me  cJ  your  ap- 
proaching arrival  here,  and  thai,  to  attend  you  on 
your  commitsion,  you  bring  a  military  suard  aud 
•ome  woodsmen.  It  is  wiui  pleasure  tnat  I  pro- 
poM  myaelf  the  Miisfaction  of  seeing  you  here, 
and  to  make  your  acquaintance.  Thougn  I  do  not 
conceive  that  the  least  difficulty  will  arise  re- 
specting  the  execution  of  the  part  of  the  treaty  in 
which  you  are  an  acting  person  ;  yet,  as  we  arc 
not  prepared  to  evacuate  the  posts  immediately, 
for  want  of  the  veasettthat  I  expect  toairivesom, 
I  find  it  indispensable  to  teaaesi  you  to  leave  the 
troops  about  the  month  of  Bayou  Pierre,  whan 
they  may  be  provided  with  all  their  necessariM, 
which  you  can  regulate  on  yoar  arrival  here.  By 
this  means,  every  nnforeseen  misundcrsUuiding 
will  be  prevented  between  His  Majesty's  troop* 
and  those  of  the  United  Btateij  besides,  it  is  aft- 
cessaty  to  make  some  arrangements  previous  to 
the  arrival  of  the  troops,  on  which  subject  I  shall 
have  Ihekoworof  MitertainingyotiwhcDwc  meet. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  lo  assure  you  of  the 
satisfaction  I  feel  in  being  appointed  to  act  in  coo- 
cert  with  you,  though  your  fiist  interview  Is  to  be 
with  the  Geoeral'in-cnief  of  this  province.  I 
hare  the  honor  to  be,  ftc., 

M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEM08. 

The  Hon.  A.  Ellicott. 


No.  2. 

Baron  de  Caiondelet  to  the  Honorable  A.  EIlicotL 

Natobbz,  Febnuuy  24,  1797. 

Sib:  By  your  farorof  this  day, deliveredto  me 

by  Mr.  Nolan,  I  learn  with  pleasui«  your  arrival 

at  this  post,  in  the  character  of  Commissioner  in 

behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  ascertain  theboniid- 

arte*  between  the  tnrilories  of  His  Most  Catholic 

Majesty  and  the  said  United  States.    I  have  tbe 

honor  to  be,  &c., 

BARON  DE  CABONDELET. 

No.  3. 

Hon.  Andrew  Elfieott  tothe  Baron  de  Carondelot 
Natcbez,  fibruajy  27, 1797. 

Sib;  It  is  with  pleasure  I  embrace  this  oppor- 
tutiiiy  of  informing  you  of  my  safe  arrival  at  thig 
place,  as  Commissioner  in  behalf  of  the  United 
Slates,  for  iseertaioinr  the  boundaries  between 
the  territMies  of  His  Most  Catholic  Majesty  and 
those  of  the  United  States. 

The  polite  manner  in  which  1  have  been  re- 
ceived at  the  posts  on  the  Mississippi,  now  in  pos- 
session of  His  Most  Catholic  Majesty,  demands 
my  thanks  and  gratitude,  and  am  in  hopes  that  a 
similar  conduct  will  beobserved  on  our  pari.  Ihave 
the  honor  to  be,  Ac., 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 

The  Baron  Db  Caronoelet. 
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No.  4. 
Baron  de  Carondclat  to  the  Hon.  A.  EUkott. 
New  Ohlgans,  March  1,  1797. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received,  with  g.eftt  saitslkc 
tion,  your  friendly  letter  of  the  27th  of  February 
Ust ;  in  consequeace  of  which,  I  cooKratuIale  you 
on  yonr  arriTsI  in  this  country  in  the  character  of 
CumTniisianer  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to 
run  the  dividing  line  between  ihe  territories  of  Hii 
Mo9t  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  United  States. 
You  likewise  did  me  the  faror  to  meatian  with 
what  kindness  and  alien  lion  you  were  received  at 
the  different  poata,  as  welt  as  by  the  whole  Qov- 
erameni  under  my  direction  ;  and,  from  the  gen- 
eral principles  of  your  nation,  I  have  no  doubt  but 
the  satne  conduct  will  be  observed  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States.  Ood  guard  you,  most  exceU 
lent,  sir. 

BARON  DE  CARONDELET. 

AitnBEW  Gllicott,  Esq. 


No.  5. 
Hod.  a.  Bllkott  to  Mantwl  0«yo«o  de  Lemoa. 
Natchez,  Marth  11, 1797. 
Mt  Deab  Sir:  The  conduct  of  the  lodians  yes- 
terday and  last  night,  owing  principally  to  tneir 
eonstant  utale  of  intoxication,  renders  it  absolutely 
necessary,  in  my  opinion,  to  iiave  recourse  to  my 
military  escort  for  protection.  The  discipline  of 
our  army  is  such,  that  you  may  rest  assured  none 
of  the  inconveniences  mentioned  in  yonr  fir^i  com- 
municBtiun  to  me  are  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
escort  being  stationed  at  this  place  on  our  part. 
And,  as  the  attendance  of  the  guard  forms  a  part 
of  the  treaty  now  carrying  into  effect  between 
His  Most  Catholic  Maienty and  iheUDiied  States. 
which  I  am  authorized  to  declare  wilt  be  observed 
by  the  nation  1  have  the  honor 
Kood  faith  and  punctuality,  I 
nvor  of  you  to  withdraw  your 
my  escort  joining  roe  at  ibis  place  as  soon  as  pi 
■ible.     1  am,  Ac. 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 
His  Excellency, 

Mahubl  Gatoso  de  Lehob. 


No.  6. 

Mannel  Ga;oM  de  Lemos  to  the  Hon.  A.  Ellicott. 
Natchez,  March  12,  1797, 

My  Dbab  Sib  :  This  morning  I  bad  the  pleas- 
ure to  receive  youramicable  con)niunication,dated 
yesterday.  I  give  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  hav- 
ing established  this  form  of  intercourse,  as  it  will 
make  oar  business  more  easy,  and,  indeed,  it  is 
more  conformable  to  the  sincere  friendship  we 
have  contracted. 

In  answer  to  yonr  said  letter,  I  will  remark,  that 
such  conduct  of  the  Indians  is  not  customary  here; 
I  foresaw  that  it  would  happen,  from  the  moment 
you  showed  a  desire  of  having  your  colon  flyiog. 


o  represent  with 
"  t  request  the 


beforealllbe  transactions  were  terminated ;  know- 
ing the  Endiiins  as  well  as  I  do,  this  was  the  rea- 
son of  the  objections  I  offered  the  moment  I  aw 
it  hoisted,  for  otherwise  I  know  it  very  well,  ihit 
it  is  frequently  used  by  the  representatives  of  any 
nation  in  a  foreign  country ;  it  is  even  done  in 
Spain  by  foreign  Consuls.  I  am  sorry  you  should 
hare  experienced  any  inconvenience  from  ihb 
particular  circn  ins  lance,  and  that  urged  by  suck 
effects  to  wish  to  have  by  you  your  escort.  I  have 
not  the  least  objection  that  it  should  be  called 
Irom  its  actual  station ;  but  as  it  is  my  duty,  and 
that  I  am  answerable  fgr  the  tranquillity  of  the 
country  that  is  intrusted  to  my  charge,  I  must  pro- 
pose to  you  a.  method  that  will  answer  every  Kood 
and  satisfnctory  purpose.  Had  not  you  been  un- 
luckily stopped  on  your  voyage  to  this  country, 
you  would  have  had  immediately  the  General  of 
the  province  here,  to  begin  the  operation  of  de- 
marking  the  divisory  line  between  the  territories 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty  and  those  of  the  United 
Stales  of  America.  He  had  every  necessary  pre- 
paration to  Btieod  to  the  business;  but  since  the 
time  he  had  a  tight  to  expect  the  Commi&sionen 
of  the  United  States,  the  war  with  England  has 
taken  place,  and  his  cares  thereby  increased,  yei 
he  expected  to  have  had  it  in  his  power  to  come 
to  meet  you  at  Daniel  Clarke's,  Esquire,  which 
place  is  near  the  point  of  the  31  degrees ;  but  he 
has  found  it  impossible,  as  it  would  oblige  him  to 
make  too  long  an  absence  from  New  Orleans; 
therefore  it  is  myself  that  will  have  the  honoi  id 
accompany  you  OQ  thai  important  commission,  an 
behalf  of  His  Catholic  Majesty.  This  is  the 
moment  when  1  am  in  want  of  every  individual 
thinz,  both  for  my  person,  and  for  the  attendants 
of  toe  commission,  though  the  Geometer,  and 
other  olficers  that  are  to  be  employed,  are  already 
their  way  from  New  Orleans,  and  will  stop  at 


Clarksville,  where  1  shall  go  myself  as  soon  as  my 
—  ipage  arrives  from  the  capital;  but  this  will 
itaUy  take  some  time,  therefore  the  plan  that 


equi| 


I  wish  to  arrange  with  you,  will  be  to  make  Lof- 
lus'g  Cliffs  our  point  of  re- union.  This  place  is  a 
short  distance  from  Clarksville,  and  it  is  a  very 
healthy  situation;  there  I  will  send  everything 
concerning  the  Spanish  commission;  and  that 
will  be  the  most  convenient  place  to  establish,  for 
a  while,  your  head-quarters,  under  your  military 
escort.  By  adopting  this  measure,  you  will  have 
your  people  together,  and  the  most  distant  disa- 
greeaole  occurrence  avoided,  as  I  am  positively 
conGdent  that  some  would  happen  by  the  con- 
junction here,  as  you  propose.  It  ii^  true,  that  by 
the  treaty  an  escort  is  supposed,  and  even  recom- 
mended to  each  commission,  but  it  is  to  be  on  the 
line,  and  not  at  a  distance  from  it,  where  it  would 
interfere  with  other  businei>s;  therefore,  I  feel  sen- 
sibly hurt  that  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  consent  lo 
the  landing  of  the  troops  in  tnis  place,  though  I 
have  not  the  least  objection  on  their  going  direct- 
ly to  Loflus's  Cliffs. 

I  have  given  the  most  positive  orders  to  prevent 
the  Indians  getting  liquor ;  and  to  their  interpreter 
I  have  given  the  strictest  charge  to  be  always  in 
sight,  and  to-morrow  I  expect  that  they  will  re- 
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more  to  some  disiaoce  from  beace.    I  have  the 
hoDot  lo  be,  &c., 

M.  QAYOSO  DE  LEM08. 
The  HoQ.  A.tDiiE 


No.  7. 
Hon.  A.  Ellioott  to  Mumel  Gijoao  da  Lemos. 
Natchez,  AfarcA  13,  1797. 

Mt  Dbab  Sir:  Yout  favor  of  vetterday  « 
handed  10  me  in  good  time,  which  would  have 
beea  anawered  sooaer,  had  not  the  storm  last  aigiit 
pnvenXed  m«  fTom  writing  in  my  tent.  Your  let- 
lei.  as  wrll  u  manv  circumstances  which  have 
come  to  my  kaowledge,  contain  fresh  proofs  of 
your  desire  to  promole  good  order  and  nam 
la  tbis  part  of  the  country.  But,  sir,  I  cannot 
po6e  that  any  IneonveDience  could  possibly  arise, 
or  ibe  peace  of  this  setllementbe  disturbed,  by  the 
uriTal  sod  Unding  of  the  escort  which  I  left  at 
Bayou  Pierre:  if  1  did  suppose  the  contrary,  I 
trust  that  I  should  be  one  of  the  last  persons  to 
propose  the  measure.  In  my  opinioa,  the  escort 
wbieb  accompanies  me  is  as  much  bound  to  ob- 
serve good  orcer  in  this  conntry  as  the  troops  of 
Hi:  Catholic  Majesty.  This  is  not  an  opinion  of 
the  iay;  it  has  uniformly  beeu  mine  ever  since  I 
left  the  seat  of  our  Government;  in  consequence 
of  which,  immediately  upon  entering  the  Missis- 
sippi, I  issaed  a  standing  order  that,  when  any  of 
out  parly,  the  military  included,  should  be  at  any 
t^ce  where  the  jurisdiction  was  exercised  by  His 
Calholic  Majesty,  the  laws  and  usages  of^  that 
Qovemmeni  should  be  observed  and  submitted  to 
in  ibe  most  pointed  manner.  The  escorts,  by  the 
spirit  of  the  treaty,  are  intended  for  our  mutual 
pnilecti on  against  straggliitg  hostile  Indians,  aud 
Ibe  pre>ervBtion  of  our  stores.  This  appears  to  be 
their  whole  business. 

As  I  hope  that  mere  punctilios  may  never  inier- 
mpi  our  friendship,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Indians 
having  become  more  peaceable  since  the  night  be- 
fore last,  I  am  less  anxious  for  Ibe  escort's  being 
ilaiioned  at  my  present  encampment :  I  would, 
Ihetefore,  lo  prevent  any  disturbance  ot  misunder- 
siandiog,  propose  that  the  officer  who  commanded 
[he  escort  which  accompanied  me  toBayouPierre, 
he  directed  to  proceed  down  the  river  to  Bacon 
Landing,  from  whence  he  may  come  to  this  place 
aad  procure  such  necessaries  as  he  may  be  in  waul 
of  for  the  ensninf  season. 

As  this  is  the  place  desigtiated  by  the  treaty  fur 
our  meeting,  ana  making  our  arrangemenLi  for 
carrying  on  the  business,  I  conceive  there  would 
he  an  impropriety  in  my  leaving  it  till  your  Ex- 
cellency is  ready  to  join  me  in  fixing  the  first 
point  of  latitude.    1  am.  &c., 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 

Note.— The  last  two  paragraphs  were  added  af- 
Ur*  private  conversation  with  the  Oovernor. 


No.  8. 
Mtnnd  OayoH)  de  L«mcM  to  the  Hon.  A.  Ellicott 
Na'^jhiz,  March  14,  1797. 
Mt  Deab  Sir  ;  I  do  mywif  the  plnsore  to  «- 
9th  CoH.— 99 


knowledge  the  reception-  of  your  favor,  dated  of 
yesterday,  and  am  vtry  bappy  to  find  that  our 
sentiments  uniformly  agree  in  everything  that  can 
combine  the  mutual  intere.sis  of  our  nations;  and 
[  pledge  you  my  honor  and  friendship,  that  every 
step  of  my  conduct  shall  be  guided  bv  this  princi- 
ple, impressed  iu  me  by  my  duty,  ana  bv  the  very 
particular  atlacbment  I  have  for  you.  1  have  the 
honor  to  be,  dec., 

M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 
The  Hon.  Andrew  Ellicott. 


No.  9. 
Hon.  A.  BUieoU  to  Manual  Qayoao  de  Lemo*. 
Natchez,  March  24,  1797. 
Mt  Dear  Sir:  The  remounting  of  the  cannon 
at  this  place  at  the  very  time  when  our  troops  are 
'lily  expected  doivn  to  take   possession  of  it,  the 
u^olent  treatment  which  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
d  States  have  received  at  ihe  Wftlnui  Hills,  and 
the  delay  in  the  business  upon  which  I  came,  coit- 
cur  in  giving  me  reasons  to  suppose,  (hat  the 
treaty  wilt  not  be  observed  with  Ine  same  good 
faith  and  punctuality  by  the  subjects  of  His  Calh' 
olic  Majesty  as  it  will  by  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  give  such 
an  explanation  of  the  above,  as  to  remove  my 
doubts  and  apprebensioDs.  which  I  am  afraid  have 
been  loo  justly  exciied.    t  am,  &«-, 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 
His  Exc'y  M.  Gayoso  oe  Lehob. 

No.  10. 

March  23, 1797. 
Mr.  Ellicott's  compliments  to  bis  friend  Oot- 
-roor  Qayoso,  and  wishes  to  be  informed,  whether 
the  following  information  which  be  received  this 
day,  -'that  ail  the  works  at  the  Chickasaw  Blu£b 
have  been  either  demolished  or  carried  to  the  o^ 
posile  side  of  the  river,  and  that  erery  exertion  la 
roakinK  *i  >he  Walnut  Hills  to  put  that  post  ia  ■ 
state  of  defence,"  be  correct  1 

No.  11. 

Hi*  ExeeUency  Hanuet  Otjtmo  de  Lemoa  to  Andrew 
Ellicott,  Eiqaire, 

Natchez,  March  23, 1797. 

My  Dear  Star  I  have  juai  now  received  yotu 
communicatioa  of  this  day,  by  which  I  am  sorry 
'    find  the  construction  you  put  on  the  storing  m 

e  ammunitions  that  came  from  the  Walnut 
Hills  in  this  tort.  I  have  no  other  place  to  pvl 
them  in,  for  it  would  be  imprudent  to  leave  them 
exposed  in  an  insecure  place  at  a  time  when  the 
Indians  might  take  advantage  of  us,  if  they  found 
that  in  the  present  circumstances  we  acted  with- 
out the  necessary  precautions;  at  the  time  yon 
see  me  conducting  ammunitions  to  the  fort,  you 
will  likewise  see  as  many  go  oat  of  it  for  the  Ar- 
kansas, to  reinforce  that  posL  which  will  now  be 
exposed  to  the  incursions  of^  the  Onge  Indiant, 
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who  in  the  last  season  pillaged  tbe  white  hunlers 

of  thai  coDoiry. 

I  am  entirely  UDBcquainted  wiih  any  ill  Ireat- 
menl  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  should 
have  received  at  the  Walnut  Hills :  if  you  mean 
tie  execution  of  the  orders  of  the  General-in-chief 
of  this  province,  to  demolish  that  |!ost,  it  was  in 
consequence  of  OUT  treaty  with  the  Indians,  that 
they  might  have  no  just  reason  to  complain  of  our 
conduct:  bat,  since!  have  been  informed  of  their 
unsettled  disposition,  I  have  sent  counter  orders  to 
suspend  everything  that  might  injure  the  actual 
state  of  those  fortifications;  ana.  in  such  cir- 
cumstances, shall  not  move  anything  else  until 
the  arrival  of  the  American  troops,  that  are  daily 

For  the  unavoidable  detection  that  has  been  expe- 
rienced in  beginning  the  line,  you  know  the  rea- 
soas ;  but  they  shalfsoon  be  removed,  as  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Guillemard  is  far  on  his  way  up.  and, 
at  bis  arrival,  this  important  business  shall  be 
begun. 

I  do  assure  you  that  there  is  nothing  that  can 
prevent  the  religious  compliance  of  the  treaty, 
though  I  might  observe  thai  the  conduct  of  some 
persons  that  seem  to  affect  an  immediate  interest 
with  the  United  States  is  such,  as  to  occupy  my 
attention.  I  request  that  you  will  be  so  kiod  as 
to  take  such  measures  as  to  suppress  untimely  ex- 
pressions, that  can  only  tend  lo  disturb  the  Iran- 
quillily  of  the  public,  of  which  I  am  solely  eu' 
swerable  for  the  present 

As  I  was  finishing  this,  Mr.  Gillespie  brought  tc 
me  your  note,  inquiring  if  the  works  at  the  Bluffs 
had  been  destroyed  or  removed  lo  the  other  side 
of  the  river  7 

What  1  have  already  said  concerning  our  treaty 
with  the  Indians,  I  suppose,  has  guided  the  Geue- 
ntl  of  this  province  to  take  that  step.  I  really  do 
not  know  whether  they  are  destroyed,  or  nof  ' 
give  you  my  word  that  I  did  not  know  what 
to  be  done  there  ;  and  it  is  only  by  Baron  Bastrop 
that  I  learn  that  that  post -  -  ^ 


.--,  _   __..Jl  account  for  _., 

Dorcan  I  say  more  on  the  subject,  as  all  the  orders 
proceed  from  bim — that  post  being  entirely  out  of 
my  jurisdiction.    My  dear  sir,  &,<:., 

M.  OAYOSO  DE  L&MOa. 
The  Hon.  Ahurew  Ellicott. 


mandant  at  the  Walnut  Hills  be  directed  to  treat 
of  the  United  Slates  with  politeness 
when  they  stop  at  that  post,  as  a  contrary  conduct 
may  be  attended  with  aisagreeable  consequences 
a  a  river  which  both  nations  have  an  equal  right 
I  navigate.    I  am,  &c., 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 
Hia  Exc'y  M.  Oatoso  de  Leuob., 

No.  13. 
His  EicelleQ^  Manuel  GayMo  de  Lemoa  to  Aiidiew 
Ellicott,  Esq. 
N*TCHEZ|  March  25, 1797. 

Mt  De&b  Sir:  By  every  report  you  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  confirmation  of  evervihing  I 
have  told  you  c  on  ceroing  our  basin  ess.  Vouknow 
that  Lieutenant  ColonerGuillemard  will  be  here 
very  soon,  and  that  immediately  we  shall  proceed 
to  the  running  of  the  line.  But  as  nothing  but 
friendly  arrangements  are  to  guide  our  conduct,!! 
is  necessary  to  avoid  every  shadow  of  compul- 
sion. By  the  contents  of  my  letter  to  Captain 
Pope,  yoo  will  see  my  reasons;  therefore,  I  re- 
quest that  you  will  join  a  couple  of  lines,  to  avoid 
any  more  writing. 

I  am  surrounded  by  many  people  who  have  bu- 
siness, this  being  court  day,  though  I  have  tried  to 
disembarrass  myself,  but  cannot  wait  upon  you. 

I  am,  dtc., 

M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 

The  Hon.  Ahdbew  Ellicott. 

No.  14. 
Andrew  Ellicott,  Esq.,  to  Lieutenant  Pope. 
Natchez,  AforcA  25, 1797. 
Dear  Sib  :  This  will  be  handed  you  by  Major 
Minor,  a  friend  of  mine,  an  officer  in  the  service 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty ;  your  polite  attention  to 
him  will  be  considered  as  a  particular  favor  con- 
ferred upon  me.    By  order  of  Governor  Oayoso. 
his  letter  to  you  of  this  day  has  been  shown  to  me; 
his  request   for  you   and  the  troops  under  yani 
command  to  remain  for  an  indefinite  time  aWe 
this  place,  appears  to  me  a  very  extraordinary  one; 
"■  ■     -  -■       ■  -    -'       .-.-..-   -.--.1--  unj. 


Natchez,  March  24, 1797. 
My  Dgab  Sib  :  It  is  with  pleasure  I  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  very  satis- 
ftclory  letter  of  yesterday.  You  may  rest  assured 
that  I  have,  and  shall  continue  to  discountenance 
every  measure,  and  the  propagation  of  any  opin- 
ioD,  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  disturb  the 
good  order  and  harmony  of  this  settlement.  I 
■hall  close  this,  with  requesting  that  the  Com- 


the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  above  the  31st  de- 
gree of  north  latitude  ;  and  from  the  troops  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty  carrying  up  and  remount- 
ing the  cannon  at  this  place,  f  cannot  pretend  to 
soy  that  an  evacuation  is  really  intended  in  any 
reasonable  time.  From  this  circumstance.  I  sbaula 
conclude  that  the  sooner  you  are  here  the  better. 
However,  as  I  have  no  control  over  the  destina- 
tion of  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  except  my 
own  escort,  I  shall  take  it  for  granted  that  your 
instructions  are  sufficiently  pointed  to  direct  jour 
conduct.  Please  to  accept  of  my  sincere  wub» 
for  the  safe  and  speedy  arrival  of  yourself  and 
.troops  at  this  place :  and  am.  dbc, 

ANpREW  ELLICOTT. 
Lien  tenant  Pops. 
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No.  15. 
Don  Manuel  Ga.ytMa  de  LemM,  Brigadier  in  the  royal 
uinie*,  Goremor  Milituy  and  Civil  of  Natchei  and 
iti  Depandeiicies,  Ac 

Whereas  the  political  sicuation  of  this  counlry 
clkrs  a  Ikrre  Geld  to  bniy  and  malignant  miods 
to  disturb  Xbe  traDqiiillity  of  its  inbabitaats,  it  is 
therefore  my  duty,  in  the  coDtinuation  of  that 
TTjilance  which  I  have  constantly  exerted,  not 
ddIv  to  promote  the  happiness  of  every  individual 
of  this  QoTemmeDt,  but  likewise  to  supiiort  their 
interest,  and  secure  their  tranquillity,  thai  1  step 
forth  to  warn  the  puhlic  a^inst  heiog  led  by  ibeit 
innMeat  credulity  agaiiut  any  measure  that  may 
be  ptoductive  of  ill  consequences,  and  frustrate  all 
tlieadvantages  they  have  a  right  to  expect;  and 
bf  ibe  present  I  assure  to  them,  if  they  contioue 
as  they  have  always  done,  with  strict  attachment 
to  the  wetfare  of  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Qovern- 
meatgfrom  which  will  depend  the  following  favor- 
able events;,  viz  :  His  Majesty  has  offered  to  sup- 
pott  the  rights  of  the  inbabitaota  to  the  real  pro- 
perty ;  and  until  thai  is  ascertained,  1  am  bound 
10  keep  possession  of  this  country,  as  likewise  until 
ne  are  sure  the  lodiaos  will  be  pacific. 

Coutrarf  to  the  general  expectation,  the  same 
indulgence  that  nntil  now  protected  the  inbabi- 
anrs  in  distress  will  be  continued  during  His 
Majesty's  aovcrei^ty  in  this  country ;  and  this 
ketD|;  the  season  m  which  the  planters  are  em- 
plaved  in  preparinK  for  an  ensuing  crop,  none  shall 
Deaisturbed  from  that  important  object  on  account 
of  iheirdep«nding debts.  The  uiisconsttuction  of 
trtiaiis  the  enjoyment  of  the  liberty  of  cooBcience 
is  hereby  positively  explained  to  be,  that  no  indi- 
ridnal  of  this  Govemment  shall  be  molested  ta 
account  of  religious  principles,  and  that  they  shall 
not  be  hindered  ia  their  private  meetings ;  but  no 
other  public  worship  will  be  allowed  but  that  gen- 
nall;  established  in  all  His  Majesty's  domioioDs, 
vhich  is  Ibe  Catholic  religion. 

These  important  objects,  that  uutU  now  have 
not  been  puhllshed,  ihougn  resolved,  1  acquaint 
the  public  with,  apprehensive  of  the  dangerous 
iniinoaiioa  of  several  persons  that  have  made  it 
their  business  to  dazzle  the  public  with  false  no- 
tions, to  serve  their  own  purpose,  in  the  speculation 
of  lands  that  are  lawfully  held  br  all  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  Oovernment :  therefore,  1  firmlv  rely 
that  no  person  will  deviate  from  the  principles  of 
adhesion  to  our  Government,  uDtil  thenegotiations 
that  are  now  on  foot  between  His  Majesty  and  the 
Uaiied  States  of  America  are  concluded,  and  there- 
by the  real  property  of  the  inhabitants  secured. 
Given   under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  my 
arms,  and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary 
of  this  Oovernment,  by  H.  M.  at  the  Gov- 
ernment House,  Natchez. 

M.  OAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 
JH.  VIDAL. 
Uakch  39.  1797. 


No.  16. 
Whereas  the  alarming  ciicumstancei  that  pre- 
vailed fi>r  &  while  in  this  Government  obliged  tsu 


to  circulate  proclamations,  wherein  I  warned  the 
people  of  their  immediate  danger:  now,  that  these 
troubles  hare  subsided,  I  cannot  but  publish  my 
approbation,  and  applaud  that  upright  sense  of 
duty  that  the  inhabitants  have  shown  to  the  laws 
of  our  gracious  Sovereign,  by  seconding  his  repre- 
sentative, the  right  they  have  so  justly  acquired  of 
being  considered  the  most  loyal  subjects  of  His 
Majesiv.  In  niy  last  publication  1  mentioned  that, 
until  the  real  property  should  he  secured  to  the 
inhabitants,  this  country  should  be  considered  in 
the  same  situation  as  before,  as  likenise  while  the 
pacific  dipositionoflbe  Indians  wasnot  ascertained. 
I  find  it  my  duty  lo  explain  thai  a  negoiialion  is 
now  carryingon  to  secure  the  right  of  the  said  real 
property.  As  (hat  right  cannot  be  secured  but  by  an 
additional  article  to  the  late  treaty,  and  until  that 
article  is  officially  communicated  to  me,  1  SH 
bound  to  keep  possession  of  the  CDuntrv,  and  ecu- 
tinae  to  its  inhabitants  (he  same  indulgence  and 
the  same  anxious  protection  as  until  now.  The 
□c^tiations  vrith  the  Indians  will  produce  the 
same  effects,  as  it  is  impossible  for  His  Majesty  to 
leave  uuprotected  so  many  of  his  faithful  subjects, 
and  expose  other  settlements  to  the  revengeful  dis- 
position of  discontented  Indians.  These  import- 
ant objects  are  of  the  greatest  moment  to  every 
person  in  this  Govetoment ;  their  interest  and  U- 
tegiaace  to  His  Majesty  binds  them  (o  keep  steady 
in  their  principles  of  loyalty,  until,  by  the  d^nite 
arrangements  of  both  nation.^,  a  change  lakes  place. 
Being  informed  that  some  persoos  are  apprehensive 
thai  violent  measures  will  be  taken  against  those 
that  seemed  pleased  with  the  prospects  of  becom- 
ing citizens  of  the  United  States,  1  declare  that 
sucbanotioo  is  unfounded,as likewise  [be  suspicion 
that  individuals  would  be  prevented  from  moviog 

loanv  nnrt  ihpv  nipfln^.  pithppipithin  Hi*  MnipAtv'A 


such  obstacle  was  ever  offered  to  anybody,  it  ba- 
ng contrary  to  one  of  the  greatest  prerogatives 

March  89, 1797. "" 

No.  17. 

Andrew  Ellicott,  Esq.  to  his  EieeOeney  Mannel  Gayow> 

da  Lemoa. 

Natchez,  March  31,  1797. 
My  Dear  Sib  :  I  was  last  evening  addressed  by 
a  number  of  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  district 
of  Natchez.  They  are  very  much  alarmed  for  their 
situaiion,  in  consequence  offaaving  expressed  their 
pleasure,  since  my  arrival  at  this  place,  in  speedily 
becoming  citizens  of  the  United  Slates.  YouT 
proclatuatioo  of  the  28th  instaQl,  they  conceived, 
renders  that  event  doubtful.  Thav  have,  there- 
fore, from  considerations  of  personal  safety,  and  to 
avoid  the  insults  which  many  of  them  have  expe- 
rienced from  one  or  more  omcers  of  a  small  grade 
in  this  dislrici,  called  upon  me  to  use  my  influence 
with  vour  excellency  to  grant  them,  and  all  others 
who  mcline  to  leave  this  country,  the  privil^e  of 
disposing  of  their  properties,  and  passports  to  en- 
able them  to  teaeb  the  frontien  otsuch  States  m 
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they  may  be  inclined  lo  move  to.  I  have  do w  stated 
tbe  substance  of  iheir  application,  and  assure  your 
excellency,  fronitherespFCtabiliiy  of  theapplicanis, 
it  is  a  subiectin  which  I  feel  myself  interested,  and 
to  which!  lequest  your  excellency'^  attention. 

Erer  since  I  arrived  in  this  district,  I  have  uni- 
formlv  recommended  lo  the  inhabitants  a  quiet 
submission  to  the  GkiTeniment  now  in  force,  at  the 
nme  time  they  have  been  in  the  most  explicit 
manner  asfured  that  the  period  would  not  be  far 
distant  when  the  jarisdiciion  of  the  United  States 
irciuld  be  extended  to  them.  But  they  are  not 
aatisfied;  they  have  their  suspicions;  and  it  is  your 
excellency  alone  that  can  quiet  them.  Let  the  can- 
non and  military  stores  be  a^iu  taken  out  of  the 
fort;  withdraw  your  objections  to  tbe  arrival  of 
tbe  American  Itoopa ;  and  their  apprehent 
will  subside.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  their  ap- 
prehensions are  well  founded  ;  it  is  possible  they 
ate  not ;  but  your  objection  to  my  escort's  being 
■tationed  with  me ;  your  hauling  back  and  re- 
mounting the  cannon  at  this  place ;  your  dispatch- 
ing Maioi  Minor  to  delay  the  arrival  of  the  troops 
ortbe  United  States  at  this  poat,  added  to  your 
excellency's  proclamation,  however  well  meant, 
have  had  a  contrary  effect  byiocreasing  their  fears. 

I  have  enclosed  two  paragraphs  of  the  address 
which  was  handed  to  me  last  evening.    I  am,  dec. 
ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 

His  Excellency  Mandel  de  QAvoao. 

No.  18. 

Many  whose  ideas  of  allegiance  had  been  pre- 
ponderant from  the  treaty  until  the  time  of  your 
arrival  at  this  place,  thought  themselves  at  full 
liberty  to  aonouoce  their  sentimenis  in  any  way 
that  misht  not  affect  the  operations  of  peace  and 
good  order  in  society.  But  tbe  result  is  a  melan- 
choly contrast  to  tbe  construction.  Some  have 
been  already  torn  away  from  the  bosom  of  agri- 
cultural life,  find  conveyed  to  prison  with  every 
indignaut  epithet  that  malevolence  could  invent. 
Scouts  are  cro:«ing  the  country  in  various  direc- 
tions, breathiog  threats  of  vengeance  against  those 
who  had  unguardedly  thrown  a.tide  the  mask  of 
duplicity ;  and  a  number  are  waiting  with  sotici- 
tuae  the  moment  of  their  fate. 

There  are  many  in  this  country  lo  whose  exer- 
tions America  is  much  indebted  for  her  political 
existence.  We  call  upon  you  in  the  name  of  such  ; 
we  call  upon  you  in  tbe  name  of  every  friend  to 
tbatemblem  of  peace  and  sciencewbieh  has  been 
recently  diplayed  to  us ;  to  stand  forth  with  a  con- 
fidence suitable  to  the  dignity  of  your  commis- 
tion,and  demand  of  the  Governor  i^ssporls,  with 
leave  for  all  such  as  would  dispose  of  their  pro- 
|>etty,  and  avail  themselves  of  a  change  of  situa- 
tion by  withdrawing  lo  the  United  Slates. 

No.  19. 

His  Excellency  H.  GaytMo  de  Leno*  to  A.  EUieott,  Esq. 

Natchez,  March  31, 1797. 

My  Deah  Star  1  have  just  now  received  your 

favor  of  this  day,  in  which  you  informed  of  the 

application  of  several  respectable  inhabitants  of 


this  Government  to  you,  requesting  your  iniet- 
posiiion  to  facilitate  to  them  a  privi&ge  that  the; 
never  ceased  enjoying,  and  in  which  consists  the 
greatest  liberty  of  a  Spaniard.  There  i!>  not  one 
single  instance  of  our  Government  havingnude 
opposition  to  a  person's  selling  his  properly,  and 
leaving  the  country,  whenever  they  called  fori 


passport ;  a 


Jt  altered, Ishill 


refuse  the  same  privilege  to  any  person  thai 
may  apply  for  it. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  those  persons  who  hare 
addressed  you  have  imposed  upon  your  credulity 
and  goodness,  in  making  use  of  lemoostraoces 
proper  to  make  sensation  on  the  feelings  of  a  good 
ciiizen  of  (he  United  Slates;  but  there  is  noli 
word  of  truth  in  what  they  have  advanced.  I 
have  not  taken  notice  of  the  satisfaction  that  some 
periions  have  expressed  on  the  prospect  of  becom- 
ing citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  nor  has  anybody 
been  apprehended  fur  it,  nor  have  I  issued  aQyo^ 
der  for  such  a  purpose,  but  against  Mr.  Green.sr., 
who  had  made  his  escape,  conscious  of  tbe  crimi- 
nality of  his  conduct,  wnich  is  notorious ;  and,iii- 
deed,  inall  the  extent  of  this  Government,  there 
is  but  one  single  individual  confined,  and  thai  is 
for  a  criminaf  proceeding.  Thete  is  not  a  single 
patrol  out  in  search  of  any  onej  nor,  just  at  tbi) 
moment,  do  I  fiud  occasion  for  it ;  hut  if  I  should, 
I  would  employ  every  means  in  my  power  lo  sup- 
press disorder,  and  to  keep  the  peace  of  tbe  coun- 
try, as  I  have  always  done. 

I  doubt  not  of  the  assurances  you  please  to  ^ve 
me  of  the  good  advice  you  have  uniformly  giren 
to  tbe  people,  it  being  comformahle  to  the  charac- 
ter of  a  gentleman,  whose  object  is  another  than 
that  of  interfering  in  the  matters  of  GovemmeDi- 

My  proclamation  I  found  absolutely  necessary  to 
calm  the  minds  of  the  people,  stating  to  them  the 
true  situation  of  tbe  political  arrangements  be- 
tween His  Majestv  and  the  United  States,  whid 
does  not  dissolve  tne  treaty,  but  requires  an  essen- 
tial explanation,  not  only  with  regard  to  the  poiois 
alluded  to  in  my  proclamation,  but  likewise,  as  1 
am  authorized  to  declare  to  vou,  thai  the  Gencnl 
of  this  province  finds  himself  under  the  necessity 
to  consult  His  Majesty  concerning  the  manner  in 
which  tbe  posts  are  to  t>e  evacuated;  as  it  appear?, 
by  General  Wayne's  communication  to  him,  that 
he  expects  that  the  posts  will  be  delivered  with 
the  buildings  standing  as  they  are;  and,  by  llie 
treaty,  we  conceive  that  the  posts  are  to  be  demol- 
ished before  we  leave  them;  and  as  such  interpre- 
tation of  the  true  meaning  of  the  treaty,  either  one  , 
way  or  the  other,  might  produce  unnecessary 
ministerial  conleiits,  my  General  has  given  me 
positive  orders  to  suspend  the  evacautions  of  the 
posts  until  the  matter  shall  be  amicably  settled  be-  ^ 
tween  the  two  Courts.  In  the  meanwhile,  if  tht 
troops  of  the  United  States,  that  are  daily  expect- 
'  E,  they  shall  be  received  at  Nt^les  in 
friendly  and  hospitable  manner,  as  b  due     . 

._ jn  with  whom  we  are  at  perfect  peace,     I 

and  with  whom  we  wish  to  keep  the  most  perfect 
harmony. 

1  flatter  mvself  you  will  do  me  the  justice  loac- 
knowledge  tne  propriety  of  my  conduct  in  obey-     | 
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ing  (he  superior  ordei  of  m;  General,  who  is  i 
mated  by  ihe  principles  of  the  strictest  hooor 
snpportiog  the  intereM  of  His  Majeat^  iotrusted 

The  uniform  good  barmoDf  that  we  hare  recip- 
toeaUy  promised  to  each  other  will  (ubsist;  and 
it  will  not  be  only  our  duty,  but  onr  glory,to  baa- 
isb  every  shadovr  of  misuaderstanding  which  ia 
wrongfully  interpreted  by  the  public,  without  any 
more  foanda.tion  than  assisted  those  that  tried  to 
persnade  yon  of  wrongs  that  ibey  never  mffered. 


la 
Hon.  Amo: 


.,&c. 


No.  80. 

Hk  EicelleQi?  M.  Gmyoaode  Lemoi  to  A.  Ellicott,  Eiq. 
Natchez,  April  14, 1797, 

Mr  Dear  Sir:  I  am  ioformed  tbat  tbe  officer 
commanding  your  escort  has  enlisted  tereral  per- 
sons resident  of  this  Qoveromeot,  which,  being 
against  the  laws  of  nations,  1  caanot  pass  unno- 
ticed, it  being  an  infriagemeat  on  tbo  sovereignty 
d  the  King,  my  master,  and  a  disregard  of  tbe 
anlhority  residing  in  me- 

I  cannot  persuademyself  that  it  was  dooeinten- 
tiotuily,  nor  thinking  that  it  could  give  the  most 
remote  offence ;  but,  as  tbe  matter  is  of  a  most 
delicate  nature,  1  request  you  to  give  the  neces- 
my  orders  that  the  men  so  enlistetl  may  be  dis- 
charged, and  delivered  to  Major  Minor,  whom  1 
commission  for  this  purpose. 

The  object  of  the  escort  not  being  to  raise  men 
in  this  country,  while  under  His  Catholic  Majes- 
ty's domioiOQ,  1  request  of  you  libewiM  to  give 
the  most  precise  and  positive  orders  to  the  officers 
of  the  troops,  or  to  whom  it  may  appertain,  to  dis- 
Miitinne  such  proceedings,  or  aaything  that  may 
injure  the  immunity  of  tbe  King's  dominions,  or 
his  royal  rights. 

Tbe  most  perfect  harmony  and  friendship  sub- 
sisting between  His  Catholic  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  the  same  being  recom- 
mended in  the  most  particular  manner  to  tbe  io- 
dividoaU  of  both  nations,  it  would  be  unaccount- 
able if  are,  that  have  had  Ihe  honor  to  be  disiiu- 
gnished  by  our  appoiatmeats,  did  not  promote  this 
Irieiidly  reciprocity,  which  not  only  consists  in  a 
hospitable  and  polite  interconrse,  but  guarding  and 
keeping  to  one  another  the  prerogatives  and  piivi- 
leces  that  are  due. 

Enclosed  1  have  the  honor  of  transmiltiog  to 

CB  lilt  of  tbe  men  that  to  ray  knowledge  have 
recruited,  or  suffered  to  be  recruited,  in  this 
Gorecnmeot,  by  the  officer  commanding  your  es* 
cetL     I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dte. 

M.  QAYOSO  D£  LEUOS. 
The  Hon.  Am  drew  Ellicott. 

No.  31, 
A.  EScott,  Esq.  to  his  EieelJenc;  M.  Oayow  de  Lsmaa. 
Natchez,  April  14,  1797. 
DcarSib:  Your,  excellency's  favor  of  this  date 
I      wuhtnded  tome  by  Major  Minor;  bat  the  request 


s  is  uf  so  general  and  important  a  nature, 
and  HfTecling  so  deeply  the  privileges  of  the  citi- 
zens  of  tbe  United  States,  that  I  must  take  a  short 
time  to  investigate  its  ultimate  tendency,  as  a  part 
if  not  all  tbe  persons  named  in  your  excellency's 
list  canaot,  by  any  construction  of  tbe  late  treaty, 
or  the  laws  of  nations,  be  considered  as  the  subjects 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty.  You  may  rest  assured 
that,  having  in  view  the  sacred  and  honorable 

frineiples  which  are  the  basis  of  tbat  Government 
have  the  honor  to  serve,  and  by  which  treaties 
are  considered  tbe  most  sacred  of  all  obligations,  I 
will  be  careful,  neither  to  infringe  tbe  rights  of  the 
subjects  of  His  Catbolic  Majesty,  not  wiLliagly 
suffer  infringement  of  those  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates.     1  am,  &c. 


Sib:  Lieutenant  Taylor  has  delivered  to  me 
your  excellency's  letter,  dated  Detroit,  October 
19,  1798,  and,  according  to  your  intention,  I  have 
acquainted  him  with  tbe  orders  1  have  received 
from  tbeGovernor  General  of  ihisprovjnce,  respect- 
ing the  Treaty  of  Friendship,  Naviffatior), and  Lim- 
its, between  the  United  Stales  of  America  and  the 
King  my  master.  I  bereencloseacopy  of  my  let- 
ter to  him,  wherein  I  hope  you  will  Gad  sufficient 
and  satisfactory  information.  As  Lieut  Taylor 
has,  according  to  his  iostruclions,  deiermined  to 
return  from  here  without  going  any  further  down, 
I  am  about  sending  immediately  an  express  to  New 
Orleans^  with  your  excellencey  s  letter  to  the  Gov- 
ernor General  of  Louisiana;  I  will  think  myself 
happy  if  I  have  succeeded  in  complying  with  your 
iDtentions.     I  have  the  honor  tb  be,  &,e. 

C.  DE  HAULT  DB  LASSUS, 
Lieid.  Col.  in  Hit  CathcAic  Majeaty't 
ferBice,fc. 

Maj.  Gen.  Anthoky  Wayne, 

Cont'g  Army  U.  S.  A. 


Sib:  According  to  his  excellency,  Major  Gen- 
eral Wayne's  desire,  1  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  of  my  having  received,  from  the  Governor 
General  of  this  province,  information  respecting 
the  ratification  of  tbeTrealy  of  Friendship,  Navi- 

S ition, and  Limits, between tneKingmymasierand 
e  United  States  of  America.  You  have  seen, 
in  his  letter  which  I  have  read  to  you,  that  I  have 
oiVeri  not  to  prevent,  in  the  least,  the  going  down 
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the  Mississippi  uf  the  CommissioDers  appoiotpd 

the  part  of  the  United  States  lo  Gx  the  limits,  and 
of  (he  troops  tliat  were  to  accompany  them;  but, 
that  in  ibe  mean  lime  he  orders  me  to  letl  ihem, 
that  the  evacuation  of  the  posts  cannot  take  place 
nntil  the  time  of  high  waters.  I  will  beg  leave 
to  observe  lo  you,  that  although  this  ia  the  affirm- 
ative answer  that  General  Wayne  speaks  of,  yet, 
as  he  savs  that  the  troops  who  are  to  take  posses- 
sion of  toe  posts  are  now  wailing  at  Fort  MasKac, 
their  comio^  down  the  river  ioimediately,  that  is 
before  the  high  waters,  would  be  somewhat  loonei 
than  the  Qovernor  General  of  this  province  seemi 
to  expect,  and  somewhat  ctmirary  lo  Major  Gen- 
eral Wayne's  own  intentioDs,  since  he  tells  the 
Baron  de  Carondelet,  in  his  letter,  to  appoint  the 
moat  aonvenieni  time  for  theevacuation  of  the  posts. 
1  hope  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  make  that  obser- 
vation to  such  officers  as  are  in  possession  of  Gen- 
eral Wavne's  orders  respecting  the  taking  posses- 
sion of  ine  posts,  aod,  at  the  same  time,  lo  make 
them  sensible  ofthecoDvenienoe  it  will  be,  to  both 
the  Americans  and  the  Spaniards,  to  wait  for  a 
more  proper  season  for  the  transport  of  artillery, 
baggage,  provisions,  &c.  which  could  not  be  moved, 
at  this  present  lime,  without  much  trouble  and  risk, 
on  account  of  the  river  being  so  remarkably  low  as 
to  render  its  navigation  very  dangerous.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

C.  DE  HAULT  DE  LASSDS, 
Lt.  CW.  in  a.  C.  M.  lenice,  fi 
To  Lieutenant  Tatlor. 


ePAIN,  GREAT  BRITAIN.  AND  rSANCE. 

[Commimicatad  Jane  SS,  1797.} 
Depabthent  or  State,  June  21,  1797. 

Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  n  report 
respecting  the  depredations  committed  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  Sutea  since  the  1st  of  October, 
1796,  as  far  conformable  to  the  resolve  of  the  House 
af  B«}nesea(ativeE  of  the  10th  instant  as  tbe  me- 
terials  in  my  possession  would  admit.  The  num- 
ber of  captures  will  give  a  tolerably  correct  idea 
of  the  extent  of  our  losses,  and  the  documents  will 
show  the  nature  of  the  depredations,  and  the  causes 
or  pretences  for  which  they  hare  been  committed. 

lam,  with  the  greatest  respect,  dbc. 

T.  PICKERING,  Sec'ra  of  State. 

Tke  pKBaioERT  t^t/te  U.  S. 


Bepoit  of  (be  8e«nta)7  "f  Btate  nspecling  the  depre- 
dations committed  on  the  tuasuatme  of  the  Unilad 
Slatea,  since  the  lH  of  October,  17S6. 
American  ve^els  have  been  captured  since  the 
1st  of  October,  1796  by  the  armed  vessels  of  Spain, 
Great  Britain,  and  France.    Of  captures  by  Span- 
iih  cruisers,  one  was  of  the  polacre  Independence, 
Captain  Robertson,  laden  wholly  on  account  of  the 
United  States  with  stores  for  Algiers,  in  pursuance 
of  the  treaty  with  that  regency.    She  was  tak^n 
on  the  sixteenth  of  February  last,  at  the  entraAe. . 


of  tbe  straits  of  Gibraltar,  and  carried  into  Cadiz 
The  polacre's  papers  were  perfectly  clear;  among 
others,  she  had  a  special  passport  under  the  band  M 
the  President  of  the  Uoited  Stales,  and  the  great 
seal  thereof,  declaring  the  vessel  to  be  the  property 
of  (WD  citizens  of  tbe  United  States,  (whose  namei 
were  inserted  in  the  pasuport.)  and  that  the  cargo 
was  wholly  tbe  property  of  the  United  States,  aad 
destined  for  Altners.  She  bad,  also,  the  passport 
of  the  Dey.  The  General  of  the  Bdarine  had 
cleared  the  polacre  and  cargo ;  but  the  owners  ef 
the  privateer  appealed  to  the  tribunal  at  Madrid, 
and  on  the  31st  of  March  there  had  been  no  deci- 
sion known  at  Oadi£. 

There  have  probably  been  a  number  of  captures 
by  Spanish  cruisers,  although  not  particularly  spe- 
cified 1  the  Consul  of  tbe  United  States  in  one  of 
the  ports  of  Spain  having  informed  that,  almost 
daily,  American  vessels  were  taken  and  brought  in 
by  French  and  Spanish  privateers. 

Captures  and  losses  by  British  ctnisirs,  the  Sec- 
retary presumes,  have  not  been  numerous;  for  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  having,  these  three 
years  past,  been  accustomed  to  look  up  to  the  Gov- 
ernment for  aid  in  prosecutiiw  their  claim,  it  is 
not  to  be  doubted  that,  generally,  theaceases  have 
been  reported  lo  the  Department  of  Stale.  Ad 
absttaet  of  sach  as  have  been  commiuticated  is 
annexed. 

Id  order  to  present  a  clearer  <icw  of  Frencbde- 
predaiions,  it  will  be  necessary  to  notice  the  rules 
which  she  has  prescribed  to  her  cruisers  and  tri- 
bunals. 

As  applicable  to  captures  made  since  last  Octo- 
ber, the  decree  of  the  Executive  Directory  of  the 
2d  of  July,  1796,  merits  the  first  anenlioo.  It  an- 
nounces that  the  conduct  of  France  towards  neu- 
trals will  be  regulated  by  the  manner  in  which 
tbev  should  Buner  the  English  to  treat  them.  At 
Malaga  and  Cadiz,  the  French  consuls  have  inter- 
preted ibis  decree  to  authorize  the  capture  and 
condemnation  of  American  vessels  tot  the  single 
imslance  of  their  being  destined  to  a  British 
But  its  fullest  effect  has  been  produced  in 
the  West  Indies,  whose  seas  swarm  with  privateers 
and  giin-boati,  which  have  been  called  forth  by 
the  latitude  allowed  to  their  depredations  by  the 
indefinite  termiof  that  decree,  and  tbe  exidanatory 
ordersof  the  agents  of  the  Directory  at  Guadaloupe 
and  St.  Domingo.  Two  of  these  decrees  have 
been  alrendy  communicated  to  Congress,*  and  it 
may  be  only  requisite  here  to  refer  to  them. 

At  Guadaloupe  an  order  was  issued  by  Victor 
Hi^^nes  and  Lebas,  dated  the  1st  of  February  last, 
(13th  Nivose,  5tb  year.)  authorizing  the  capture 
and  condctnaatioii  of  all  neutral  vessels  bound  to 
certain  enumerated  ports,  which,  ii  is  pretended  in 
the  decree,  were  delivered  np  to  tbe  English,  aod 
ccupiedand  defended  by  emigrants;  and,  also, 
of  such  vessels  as  should  be  cleared  out  generally 
for  ibe  West  Indies.  This  decree  refers  to  and 
enforces  a  decree  of  the  24th  of  December^  1796, 
(4th  Nivose  last,}  iasned  in  conformity  with  the 

In  the  report  of  the  Becretarr  ot  filate,  dated  As 
S7th  of  Fobrnsry,  I7»7. 
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decree  of  the  ExecDiire  Directorf  of  the  Sd  July, 
1796,  CO  far  «s  it  ia  not  departed  from  by  that  de- 
cree of  the  27th  of  February  last.  The  decree  of 
the  34th  December  has  not  been  received  at  the 
Department  of  State;  bat  it  is  supposed  to  direct 
the  coafiscaiion  of  the  cargoes  of  aeutrsl  reuels, 
boood  to  or  from  British  ports,  occupied  by  tbem 
before  the  present  war.  For  it  appears  that,  whilst 
ihey  have  confiscated  both  Teesel  ojid  cargo  in 
cases  which  fait  within  the  Kope  of  the  decree  of 
the  1st  of  February,  they  have  spared  the  vessel, 
isd  coufisoted  only  the  ca^o,  where  shehad  been 
boopd  to  or  from  such  acknowledged  British  pott. 


3  pott  of  American 
itish  ports,  there  to 
remain  until  it  should  be  further  ordered.  This 
further  order  was  afterwards  issued,  as  will  appear 
by  the  copy  of  the  coodemnaiion  of  the  ship  Pat- 
terD,of  New  York ;  by  which  it  will  be  teen  that, 
like  the  ConsuJi  at  Malaga  and  Cadiz,  they  inter- 
pret the  decree  of  the  Executive  Directory  of  the 
2i  o(  July  last,  as  anihoriztDg  the  condemnation 
of  American  vessels  merely  because  bound  to  or 
from  a  Britbh  port. 

To  the  foregoing  succeeded  the  decree  of  the 
Biecutive  Directory  of  the  Sd  March  last,  which 
bos  been  communicated  to  Congress  during  the 
presenl  session.  That  copy  of  the  decree  was 
taken  from  a  newspaper,  and  is  now  found  to  be 
imperfect  A  tnnslstiun  from  the  decree,  as  offi- 
cially puldisbed  by  the  Directory,  i>  annexed  to 
this  report.  Although  we  do  not  yet  know  what 
is  its  operation,  yet  it  cannot  fail  to  produce  rery 
great  vexation  and  loss  to  the  American  com- 
merce; the  documents  it  reuuires  to  prevent  con- 
fiscation not  bttving  been  before  declared  indispen- 
sable, or  demanded,  and  no  time  being  allowed  for 
the  vessels  of  the  United  Stales  to  provide  them- 
selves therewith. 

Besides  these  several  decrees,  and  others  which, 
being  more  limited,  the  former  have  superseded, 
the  old  marine  ordiitances  of  France  have  been 
reTived,and  enforced  with  severity, both  in  Europe 
and  the  West  Indies.  The  want  of,  or  informality 
in,  a  bill  of  lading ;  the  want  of  a  certified  list  of 
the  passengert  and  crew ;  the  supercargo  ' 

birtha  foreigner,  althongh  a  naturaliz^ 

the  United  Staten;  (he  destruction  of  a  paper  of 
any  kind  soever;  and  the  want  of  a  sea-Jelter. 
have  been  deemed  sufficiott  to  wairani  a  con- 
demnation  of  American  property,  although  the 


hibiied  the  most  lamentable  scenes  of  depredation. 
lixdeed,  the  conduct  of  the  public  agents  and  of 
the  commissioned  cruisers  there  has  surpassed  all 
former  examples.  The  American  vessels  have 
not  only  been  captured  under  the  decrees  before 
mentioned,  hot  when  brought  to  trial  in  the  French 
tribunals,  Uie  vesselu  and  carzoes  have  been  con- 
demned, without  admitting  tlie  owners,  or  their 
agents,  to  make  any  defence. 

This  seems  to  be  done  systematically,  and  for 
ths  obvious  purpose  of  iasuting  cottdemuaiioiis. 


By  this  moiuiroua  abuse  in  judicial  proceediofa, 
frauds,  and  falsehoods,  aa  well  as  flimsy  and 
shameless  pretexts,  pass  unexamined  and  unooit- 
tradicted^  and  are  made  the  foundation  of  sen- 
tencesofcondemnation. 

The  persons  also  of  our  citizens  have  been 
beaten,  insulted,  and  cruelly  imprisoned;  and,  is 
the  forms  used  towards  prisoners  of  war,  they 
have  been  exchanged  wiiU  the  British  for  Frencti- 
mea.  American  properly  going  to,  or  cominff 
from,neutralDr  even  French  porUu  has  beenseizedj 
it  has  even  been  forcibly  taken  when  in  their  own 
ports,  without  any  pretence,  or  no  other  than  that 
they  wanted  it.  At  the  same  time,  theii  cruiseri 
are  guilty  of  wanton  and  barbarous  excesses,  by 
detaining,  plunderbg,  firing  at,  burning,  and  dis- 
tressing American  vessels. 

Official  papers  to  prove  the  very  numerous  de- 
predations on  onr  commerce,  and  the  atrocitiea 
and  abuses  attending  the  capture  and  coodenuia- 
tion  ofour  vessels  and  cargoes,  by  French  cruisers 
nd  tribunals,  not  having  been  publicly  called  for, 
few  have  been  reeeivfKl.  Of  former  claims  for 
injuries  committed  since  the  beginning  of  179^ 
and  of  which  a  report  was  made  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  the  27th  of  February  last,  a 
very  small  proportion  had  been  satisfied ;  and  for 
a  considerable  time  no  payments  had  been  ob- 
tained. Under  this  distautanddiscoura^ngpros- 
Sct  of  obtaining  compensation,  the  citizens,  suf- 
■ing  by  more  recent  French  depredations,  have 
generally  omitted  to  present  accounts  of  their 
losses  ;  and  they  have,  in  many  cases,  had  no  op- 
portunity of  getting  the  evidence  of  the  condem- 
nations, which  are  (Sltainable  before  the  tribunals 
of  other  nations ;  the  mock  trials,  as  before  ob- 
served, being  very  often  carried  on,  and  sentencea 
of  condemnation  pronounced  in  the  absence  of 
the  American  owner,  master,  or  tupercargo. 

Such  documents  as  the  Department  of  State  i* 
possessed  of  concernin|f  these  depredations  an 
annexed ;  and  to  them  is  added  a  concise  abstract 
of  the  cases.  These  support  the  principal  faoii 
above  stated,  and  show  the  nature  o[  French  de- 
predalioas.  To  supply,  in  some  measure,  the 
want  of  official  papers,  an  examination  has  been 
made  of  two  newspapers  published  in  Philadal- 
phia,  the  Gazette  of  the  United  Stales,  and  the 
Philadelphia  G^azette.  from  the  Isl  of  July,  1796, 
to  the  present  time.  Between  the  Isi  of  Julv,  and 
the  Isl  of  October,  few  captures  were  maae,  the 
decree  of  the  Directory,  of  July  the  2d.  not  being 
in  general  operation  until  October.  This  exami- 
nation was  chiefly  made  prior  to  the  call  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  a  report  on  ihi#  sub- 
ject, with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
French  captures,  and  the  cifcumstances  aLiendiog 
them ;  aod  the  result  of  the  whole  is  annexed.  H 
is  regretted  that  the  time  did  not  permit  a  re- 
examination of  those  papers,  to  ascertain  libewJM 
the  captures  made  by  the  British  cruisers.  The 
editors  of  those  two  gazettes  agree  in  sayins  that 
no  great  aitentioo  was  paid  to  the  subject  for  thje 
purpose  of  inserting  accounts  of  all  the  captures 
which  were  published  in  the  various  other  news- 
papers ;  yet  the  number  collected  exceeds  three 
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hundred,  of  nhich  bui  few  eacape  coademDation. 
The  evidence  arising  from  the  multiplied  and  con- 
cnrrent  pablicaiiona  of  ihese  facts  in  the  newspa- 
pers, some  of  them  certified  by  the  AmericiD  mas- 
ters of  the  captured  vessels,  canoot  fail  of  pro- 
daeing  a  conficlioo  of  tbe  reality  of  the  evil; 
presented. 

There  have  been  frequent  accounts  of  attempts 
to  effect  coDdemuaiiooB  by  bribing  the  officers  and 
•eamen  of  our  vessels  to  swear  fafsely  ;  but  it  was 
le&erved  to  these  times,  when  offered  bribes  were 
reftised  and  threats  despised,  to  endeavor  to  ac- 
complish the  object  by  torture.  This  was  in- 
Itlcted  by  a  French  privateer.  The  evidence  of 
the  fact  appears  in  the  protest  of  Captain  William 
Martin,  master  of  the  ship  Cincinnatus,  of  Balti- 
more, in  which  he  is  supported  by  the  tenlimony  of 
his  mate  and  one  of  his  aeaiuen.     A  copy  of  the 

firotest  is  anDezed,  together  with  an  extract  of  a 
etier  from  Mr.  Kiog,  Minister  of  the  Uoited 
Btates  in  London,  who  examined  Captain  Mat- 
tin's  thumbs,  and  says  ihe  marks  of  the  torturine 
screws  will  ?o  with  him  to  his  grave.  All  which 
is  respectfully  submitted. 

TIMOTHY  PiCKEaiNG. 
Dbpibthent  of  State.  June  21, 1797. 

No.  1. 

Abstract  of  two  cases  of  capture  made  by  Brit- 
ish cmisErs,  of  vessels  belonffing  lo  citizens  of  the 
UnitedState3,sincelslOctober,  1796, and  wherein 
documents  have  beeo  received  at  the  Department 
of  8t«.tfl ;  also  a  copy  of  a  memorandum,  filed  by 
Samuel  Smith,  Esq.,  relating  to  captures  made  bv 
the  British,  of  vessels  in  the  property  of  which 
he  was  concerned. 

Note. — No  documents  accompany  the  two 
cases  of  capture  above  mentiooea,  they  having 
been  sent  to  London  in  order  that  compensation 
might  be  obtained  for  the  damage  suffered. 

The  schooner  St.  Patrick,  Robert  Gardner,  mas- 
ter, belonging  to  Thomas  9tagg,  jr.,  Thomas 
Bnell,  and  Joseph  Fouike,  all  native  citizens  of 
tbe  United  States,  tbe  two  former  residingat  New 
York,  and  the  latter  at  Curacoa,  as  agent  of  the 
partnership  of  which  he  was  a  member. 

3Ut  Juty,  1796,  she  sailed  from  New  York, 
bound  to  Curacoa  then  a  colony  of  the  States  of 
Holland;  bein^  allies  of  Great  Britain,  with  a 
cargo  01  provlsioas  and  dry  eoods,  the  property  of 
tbe  said  owners  of  the  vessel. 

IStb  of  August  she  arrived  at  the  place  of  her 
destination,  and  delivered  her  cargo  to  ihe  said 
Fouike,  who  shipped  on  board  her,  in  return,  a 
cargo  of  hides  and  goat  skins,  besides  6ve  thou- 
Mnd  dollars  in  cash,  the  property  of  the  said 
owners  of  the  vessel. 

AboDt  the  1st  September  following,  she  sailed 
for  New  York. 

Abont  the  15thof  thexame  month,  she  was  cap- 
tured by  his  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  of  war  To- 
nze,  Captain  Chnrch,  in  comuny  with  the 
Thisbe,  Captain  Oaks,  and  the  Thetis.  Captain 
Cochran,  and  was  by  them  sent  for  Bermuda, 
where  ihe  arrived  on  the  23d. 


Proceedings  were  duly  commenced  against  her 
in  the  Conn  of  Vice  Admiralty ;  and  on  tbe  4lb 
November  the  Judge  thereof  decreed  that  the  ves- 
sel and  carKO  should  be  restored ;  certified  pro- 
bable cause  for  the  capture,  and  ordered  the  cliim- 
ant  to  pay  the  taxed  coits  of  the  court.  The  cap- 
tots  appealed,  and  the  master  appealed  for  costs 
and  damages. 

The  schooner  Lively,  John  Clarke,  master,  be- 
longing to  John  Gardner,  jr.,  of  (he  city  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

She  was  captured  and  carried  into  Martinico, 
where  the  cargo.  (;seept  ten  casks  of  nails  which 
were  condemned  as  contraband.)  as  well  as  the 
vessel,  was  acquitted  by  the  Court  of  Vice  Admi- 
ralty, on  the  37th  of  February. 


partment  of  State,  by  General  Smith,  June  IT,  1791. 

The  ship  James,  John  Smith,  master,  laden  by 
Samuel  and  John  Smith,  and  S.  Smith  and 
Buchanan,  with  a  cargo  of  flour,  2.260  barrels, 
which  coat  thirty  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  sailed  from  Baltimore  the  1st  Decembei 
last ;  was  captured  by  two  French  frigates  and 
sent  into  Quadaloupe;  the  supercargo  was  im- 
prisoned for  Beveral  days,  but  afterw^s  releasMJ 
and  permission  given  to  sell  his  cargo,  which, 
thus  sold,  produced  only  t23,576. 

On  learning  the  ship  James  was  captured,  we 
immediately  despatched  our  schooner  William, 
Francis  Smiihwicb,  master,  (then  laden  and  about 
to  sail  for  Jacmel.  with  a  cargo  which  cost  four 
thousand  dollars,)  for  Guadaloupe,  with  such  let- 
ters to  the  supercargo  as  we  supposed  would  be 
useful.  The  William  was  captured  off  Ouida- 
loupe  by  the  British,  and  sent  into  Martinique} 
after  a  short  detention  she  was  released,  but  im- 
mediately afier  leaving  Martinique,  lost  both  masts 
in  a  squall,  was  then  obliged  to  put  into  St.  Croix 
to  refit,  and  from  thence  having  learned  that  the 
James  was  released,  proceeded  to  Cape  Franfoi^ 
where  she  disposed  of  her  outward  cargo,  and 
took  an  order  on  Jacmel  for  a  toad  of  coffee  which 
she  received,  and  on  her  voyage  home  waa  taken 
by  the  Hind  British  sloop-of-war,  and  sent  into 
Jeremie.  about  the  13th  of  May  ;  from  Jeremie 
she  was  sent  to  Port-au-Prince  for  trial,  where 
she  was  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  Judge  at  our 
last  accounts,  dated  18lh  May.  The  captain 
writes  that  he  had  on  board  100,000  lbs.  coffee, 
the  value  of  which  is  about  $22,000. 

The  brig  Oraiitude,  James  Clifton,  master,  laden 
at  New  York,  by  Mr.  Archibald  Oracle,  on  ac- 
count, and  by  order  of  Samuel  and  John  Smiik 
John  Hollins,  and  8.  Smith  and  Buchanan,  sailed 
from  thence  about  the  1st  March  last,  with  a  cargo 
of  beef  and  pork,  which  cost  nine  ttiousand  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars  and  thirty-sil 
cents,  bound  to  Cape  Francois.  Off  Fort  Dauphin 
was  boarded  by  the  Ceres,  British  frigate,  and 
sent  under  convoy  to  tbe  Mole,  where  permission 
being  refused  for  her  to  proceed  elsewhere,  tbe 
sUDercargo  was  compelled  to  sell  tbe  cargo  at 
public  sale,  where  it  prodaced  only  six  thousand 
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four  hundred  aod  firtf-one,  lesviog  a  loss  orihrce 
(housand  four  hundred  and  ivelve  dollars,  and 
siit»-foor  cents. 

The  brie  Abeona,  Isaac  Isaacs,  raasier,  laden 
hj  SiTDueraad  John  Smith,  John  Hollins,  and  S. 
Smith  and  BdchanaDj  with  a  cargo  of  sundries. 
boond  to  Cape  Pranfois,  was  boarded  by  tbe  Brit- 
ish frigate  Ceres,  Captaio  Newman,  and  srttt  by 
her  to  tbe  Mole,  where,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Qratilade,  ber  car^o  was  sold  at  public  rendne, 
eicept  such  pari  as  was  said  to  be  inadmissible  at 
an  English  port,  and  these  were  ordered  t 
akea  back  to  America.  The  sales  at  vendue 
amounted  to  seTen  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
forty-seren  dollars,  twenty-five  cents;  the  candles 
aod  soap  not  peimilted  to  be  landed,  cost  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  the  cost  of  the  cargo 
whffl  it  left  Baltimore,  was  thirteen  thousand 
three  hundred  and  iweoiy-eight  dollars.  The 
Abeona,  returning  from  the  Mole  to  Baltimore, 
wa;  eajitared  bv  a  French  privateer,  and  sent  into 
J»D  Rabel;  Captain  Isaacs  went  to  the  Cape 
and  got  her  released ;  but  before  he  could  return 
to  Jean  Rabel,  his  brig  had  been  cut  out  by  the 
British,  and  sent  to  the  Mole.  Captain  Isaacs 
went  on  to  tbe  Mole  to  claim  his  ressel ;  tbesoap 
and  candles,  before  declared  inadmissible,  wc 
taken  out  at  the  Mole,  and  the  brig  sent  down 
Jamaica  for  trial.  Captain  Isaacs  rose  upon  the 
priie  master,  and  arrived  yesterday  with  the  brig. 
The  cargo  cost  from  hence  -  9l3,32S  00 
The  sales  at  vendue    -    -    -    -        7,947  25 


Loss 


$S,380  75 


The  bri^  Fell's  Point,  Captain  Creighion,  sailed 
from  Baltimore  in  March,  with  a  cargo  of  floor, 
ic.  the  property  of  Samuel  and  John  Smith, 
John  Hoirms,  ana  8.  Smith  and  Buchanan,  bound 
to  Cape  Francois,  wai  boarded  by  the  British, 
MDtto  the  Mole,  where  her  cargo  would  not  sell ; 
ii  was  pot  into  store,  and  the  brig  has  returned 
with  produce,  for  a  small  advance  made  by  the 
house  with  whom  the  business  was  leA.  This 
cugo  cost  sixteen  thousand  five  hundred  and 
thirty-sii  dollars  and  twenty-nine  cents. 

The  brig  Fanny,  Captain  Richard  Fisher,  laden 
with  flour,  on  account  of  Samuel  and  John  Smith, 
John  Hollins.  aod  S.  Smith  and  Buchanan,  sailed 
from  Baltimore  for  Cape  Fran9ois.  in  Marcn  ;  was 
l>oarded  by  the  British,  and  sent  to  the  Mole; 
from  the  Mole,  as  his  cargo  would  not  sell  at  any 
price.  Captain  Fisher  obtained  permission  to  pro- 
ceed to  Jeremie.  where,  he  writes,  his  cargo  was 
niuall^  antaleable.  This  cargo  cost  nine  thou- 
sand III  hundred  dollars. 

The  lehooner  Sally,  laden  with  coffee,  on  ac- 
coani  of  John  Hollins,  and  S.  Smith  and  Bu- 
chanan, railed  from  Petit  Ouave,  about  the  15ih 
Maf, bound  to  Baltimore;  was  captured  by  the 
British,  and  sent  into  Jeremie ;  from  Jeremie  she 
was  ordered  to  Port-au-Prince,  where,  at  the  last 
aMonnts.she  was  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  Judge. 
The  exact  value  of  this  cargo  is  not  known — it  is 
estimated  at  twenty-two  thousand  dollars. 

The  ship  Biduey,  Captain  James  Parker,  laden 


at  Surinam,  with  coffee,  sugar,  and  coitou,  on  the 
account  of  Samueland  John  Smith, and  S.Smith 
Bud  Buchanan,  on  her  pa-ssage  to  Baltimore,  was 
captured  about  the  12th  April  past  and  sent  into 
St.  Kitts,  by  the  Portland,  of  Antieua,  a  British 

Privateer.  The  only  letter  received  from  Captain 
arker,  is  dated  15th  April;  he  had  only  just 
reached  St.  Kilts,  and  did  not  know  what  would 
be  her  fate.  Of  this  car^o  no  duplicate  invoice 
has  been  received ;  its  probable  value  is  about  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 


No.  2. 
Decree  cf  the  Eiecutive  Directory. 
12tb  Ventobe,  March  2, 1797,  ith  year. 
The  Executive  Directory,  having  considered 
the  law  of  the  9th  of  March,  1793,  which,  sUiing 
that  the  flags  of  neutral  Powers  not  being  respect- 
ed by  the  enemies  of  the  French  Republic,  and 
all  the  rights  of  nations  being  violated  to  its  pre- 

J'udice,  the  French  people cao  therefore  no  longer 
ulfll.  towards  those  Powers  in  eeneral,  tbe  wish 
which  they  have  so  ofien  manifested,  and  which 
they  will  constantly  form,  for  the  full  and  entire 
freedom  of  commerce  and  navigation,  among  other 
regulations,  ordains : 

1.  That  French  ships  of  war  and  privateers 
may  stop  and  bring  into  the  pons  of  the  Republic 
neutral  ships  which  shall  be  found  laden,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  with  merchandise  belonging  to  ene- 

8.  That  merchandise  belonging  to  the  enemies 
shall  be  declared  good  prize,  and  be  confiscated  to 
the  benefit  of  the  captor*. 

3.  That,  in  all  cases,  the  neutral  ships  shall  be  re- 
leased as  soon  a*  the  unlading  of  the  merchandise 
seized  shall  be  effected ;  that  the  freight  of  it 
shall  be  paid  at  the  rate  which  shall  have  been 
stipulated  by  the  freighters,  and  that  a  just  indem- 
nity shall  be  granted  in  proportion  to  the  time  of 
their  detention,  by  the  tnbunals  whose  duly  it  is 
to  take  cognizance  of  the  validity  of  prizes. 

4.  That  these  tribunals  shall  ne  obliged,  morn- 
over,  three  days  after  their  decision,  to  furnish  a 
copy  of  the  inventory  of  the  merchandise  to  the 
Minister  of  Marine,  and  another  copy  to  the  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Affairs. 

6.  That  the  present  law,  applicable  to  all  prizes 
which  have  been  made  since  the  declaration  of 
war,  shall  cease  to  have  effect  as  soon  as  the  ene* 
my  Powers  shall  have  declared  free  and  not  seiz- 
able,  though  destined  for  the  pons  of  the  Repub- 
lic, merchandises  laden  on  board  of  neutral  shitn, 
which  shall  belong  to  the  Ghivernmenl  or  citi- 
zens of  France. 

Having  likewise  considered  the  law  of  the  27ib 
if  July,  1793,  which,  confirming  that  of  the  9tb 
Mav  preceding,  belore  repealed,  ordains  that  it 
shall  have  iis  full  and  entire  execution  ;  and  that, 
lequenlly.  all  other  regulations  to  the  contrarr 
,  and  remain,  abrogated ;  which  abroffation  evi- 
dently comprehends  the  law  of  the  first  of  the 
same  month,  by  which  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States  of  America  bad  been  excepted  from  the 
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law  of  Lbe  9th  of  May.conrormablyto  the  Gfieeoth 
article  of  the  treaty  ol  the  6th  of  February,  1773. 
Having  also  considered  the  7ih  article  of  the 
law  of  the  13th  Nivose,  3d  year,  (3d  or  4th  of  Jan- 
nary.  179S,)  which  enjoins  oa  all  the  agents  of 
the  ttepublic,  on  all  commanders  of  the  armed 
force,  and  on  alt  officers,  civil  and  military,  to 
cause  to  be  respected  and  observed,  io  all  th^ir 
acts,  the  treaties  which  unite  France  to  the  neu- 
tral Powers  of  the  Old  Cooiinent,  and  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America;  and  adds,  that  ao  infringe' 
ment  shall  be  made  of  those  treaties,  and  that  all 


tesulatioDS  which  are  contrary  thereto, 
milled. 

CoasiderJDK  that  this  last  law  does  not  derogate 
from  that  ofMay  9lh,  1793,  except  in  faror  of 
those  neutral  Powers  whose  tieatiet,  now  subsist- 
ing with  the  French  Republic,  are  contrary  to  its 
regulations;  that  it  is  consequently  of  Importance, 
for  the  information  as  well  of  comuxanders  of  the 
armed  force  of  the  Republic,  and  of  vessels  com- 
mi^ioncd  by  it,  as  of  the  tritiunaU  appointed  to 
decide  on  the  validity  of  prizes,  to  take  measures 
for  preventing  them  from  supposing  either  that 
treaties  exist  which  never  have  taken  place,  or 
from  cun.<iidering,  as  in  force,  treaties  concluded 
for  a  determinate  lime,  which  has  expired;  or 
that  they  ousht  to  execute  according  to  the  letter, 
treaties  whicn  have  been  modified  since  their  con- 
clusion )  that  to  this  last  class  particularly  belonga 
the  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  concluded 
OQ  the  6ih  of  February.  1778,  between  France 
and  the  United  States  of  America;  that,  in  fact. 
by  the  second  article  of  this  treaty,  France  and 
the  United  States  engage  mutually  not  to  grant 
any  particular  favor  to  other  nations,  in  jtespect  of 
commerce  and  navigation,  which  shall  not  imme- 
diately become  common  to  the  other  party ;  and 
that  it  is  added  by  the  same  article,  that  this  other 
party  shall  enjoy  the  same  favor  freely,  if  the  con- 
cession was  freely  made,  or  on  allowing  the  »amt 
compensation,  if  the  concession  was  conditional . 
that  thus  the  regulations  stipulated  in  favor  of 
England  by  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and 
Navigation,  concluded  at  London  the  19th  of  No- 
vember, 1794,  between  that  Power  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  are  deemed  to  have  been  stipu- 
lated in  favor  of  the  French  Republic  itself,  and, 
consequently  modify,  in  tho^e  points  which  are 
contrary  thereto,  the  treaty  concluded  on  the  6th 
of  February,  1778  ;  that,  agreeably  to  these  regu- 
lations, the  French  Government  declared,  by  its 
decrees  of  the  14th  and  SSth  of  Messidor,  4th 
year,  (2d  and  16th  of  July,  1796)  as  it  is  again 
obliged  to  do  at  this  lime,  that  it  will  ate  the  just 
measures  of  reciprocity,  which  it  had  a  ri^ht  to 
exercise  in  this  respect,  in  everything  which  is 
connected  with  the  circumstances  of  the  war,  as 
well  as  with  the  political,  commercial,  and  mari- 
time interests  of  the  French  Republic  ;  that,  con- 
aetjnently,  it  is  necessary  to  ascertain,  by  recon- 
ciliDg  the  treaties  of  the  6th  of  February,  1778, 
and  of  the  19ih  of  November,  1794,  whatever  is 
doubtful  concerning  the  cases  in  which  this  right 
of  reciprocity  may  be  exercised. 
Considering  that  there  have  arisen,  yery  recent- 


ly, concerning  the  manner  of  proving  the  property 
of  vessels  and  merchandise  pretended  to  beloos 
to  neutrals,  doubts,  and  contests,  which  would 
never  have  taken  place  if  the  ancient  regtilations 
relative  to  this  matter  had  been  better  known; 
that  it  is  consequently  of  importance  to  bring 
again  into  view  these  regulations,  and  cause  to  Iw 
executed  the  5ih  article  of  the  law  of  the  14th  of 
February,  1793,  which  shall  be  continued  in  force. 
After  having  heard  the  Ministers  of  Justice,  of 
le  Marine,  and  of  the  Colonies,  decree  as  fol- 
lows: 
Article  I.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Execu- 
te Directory,  near  the  civil  tribunals  of  the  de- 
partmenls,  shall  take  care,  that,  in  the  contests 
.bout  the  validity  of  maritime  captures,  no  jude- 
nent  shall  be  given  which  is  founded  on  the  7ia 
article  of  the  law  of  the  13th  of  Nivose,  3d  year 
(3d  or  4th  of  January,  1795)  without  the  Minister 
of  Justice  having  been  previously  consulted,  con- 
formably to  the  tnird  article  of  the  law  of  the  Sth 
of  Floreal,  4th  year  (27th  ot  April,  1796)  relaiive 
to  the  treaties,  by  virtue  of  which,  neutrals  might 
claim  an  exemption  by  means  of  the  first  of  these 
laws,  from  the  execution  of  that  of  Sth  of  May, 
1793. 

Art.  2.  The  Minister  of  Justice  shall  conse- 
quently examine,  whether  the  treaties  appealed  to 
are  yet  in  force,  or  whether  they  have  been  modi- 
fied since  their  conclusion:  he  shall,  for  this  pur- 
pose, be  furnished  by  the  Minister  of  EiIerDil 
ReUtions,  with  all  the  documents  which  he  shall 
have  need  of,  and  shall  make  a  report  thereof  to 
the  Executive  Directory,  as  is  prescribed  by  the 
law  of  the  Sth  of  Floreal,  4th  year. 

Art  3.  The  Executive  Directory  reminds  all 
French  citizens,  that  the  treaty  made  on  the  6lh 
of  February,  1778,  between  France  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  has,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  second  article,  Deen  modified  of  full  right, 
by  that  which  was  made  at  London  on  the  19lh 
of  November,  1794,  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  England ;  consequently, 

1.  According  to  the  17th  articleof  the  treaty  of 
London,  of  the  19th  of  November,  1794,  iraa- 
scribed  here  below,  (a)  all  merchandise  of  the 
enemy,  or  merchandise  not  sufficiently  proved  to 
be  neutral,  laden  under  the  American  Qi^.  shall 
be  confiscated;  but  the  vessel  on  board  of  which 
it  shall  be  found  shall  be  released  and  restored  to 
the  owner.  It  is  enjoined  on  the  Commissaries  ot 
the  Executive  Directory,  to  accelerate,  by  all  the 
means  in  their  power,  the  decision  of  contests 
which  shall  arise,  either  on  the  vaUdiiy  of  ibe 
prize  cargo,  or  on  the  freights  and  demurrage. 

2.  According  to  the  Ifitli  article  of  the  treat)-  cf 
London  of  the  19ih  November,  1794,  transcribed 
here  below,  (6)  to  the  articles  declared  conlrabmi 
by  the  24th  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  6tb  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1778  are  added  the  following  articles : 

Timber,  for  ship  building,  pitch,  wr,  and  rosia^ 
copper  in  sheets,  sails,  hemp,  and  cordage,  ana 
everything  whicn  serves  directly  or  indirectly  lo* 
the  armament  and  equipment  of  vessels,  un- 
wrought  iron  and  fir  planks  excepted.  These 
several  articles  shall  be  confiscated  whenever  they 
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sball  be  destined,  or  attempted  to  be  carried  to  the 

3.  Accotdinff  to  the  21$t  article  of  [he  Treaty 
ofLoailqii,  of  the  19th  of  November,  1794,  truii- 
cribed  here  below  (c)  CTcry  individual  kogwD  to 
be  ID  Americeii,  who  shall  hold  a  eommiuioa 
given  by  the  eueotiei  of  France,  as  well  as  every 
Msmaa  of  that  nation  making  a  part  of  ths  orew 
it  enemy  ships,  shall,  by  that  act  alone,  be  de- 
clued  a  pirate,  and  be  treated  as  such,  without  be- 
ing allowed  in  any  case  to  allege  thai  he  was  for«- 
td  lo  it  by  violence,  menaces,  or  otherwise. 

4.  ConfcM'mably  io  tha  law  of  the  14th  of  Feb- 
rairy,  1793.  the  reaulations  of  the  Slst  October, 
1744,  aitd  of  the  26th  July,  1776,  concerning  the 
Banofr  of  proving  the  property  of  neutral  ships 
uid  merchandiiie,  shall  be  executed  according  to 
ikeit  form  and  tenor. 

Every  American  ship  shall,  therefore,  be  a  good 
prize,  which  shall  not  hare  on  board  a  list  of  the 


le  25th  and  27th  articles  of  the  same  treaty. 
5.  It  is  enjoioed  on  the  commissaries  of  the 
ExecQiive  Directory  to  call  down  the  rigor  of  the 
ffibimals  on  the  fraudulent  macKeuvres  of  every 
iliip  owner  oiling  himselfa  neutral,  whether  an 
AmerieaQ,  or  anv  other  nation,  on  board  of  whose 
ship  there  shall  oe  found,  as  has  been  many  timee 
practised  in  the  present  war,  either  blank  sea-pa- 
peis.  although  signed  and  sealed,  or  btaok  papers 
u  the  form  of  letters,  containing  the  signatures  of 


or  double  invoiees,  bills  of  lading,  or  sea-pap«rs  o 
what  kind  soever,  which  assigns  to  the  whole  a 
put  of  the  same  merchandise  different  olmers,  o 
4i9ercnt  desiti 


6.  By  means  of  the  refutations  of  the  present 
decree,  that  of  the  9th  ofFiimaire  last,  (39th  of 
Nov_  1796,)  concerning freightsand  demurrage,  is 
repealed  so  far  as  relates  to  the  demurrage  olny. 

7.  The  present  decree  shall  be  iasarted  in  the 
ioumal  of  the  laws. 

The  Ministers  of  the  Marine  and  of  the  Colo- 
niei,  of  Justice,  and  of  Foreign  Relations,  ere 
charged  with  the  execution  of  it,  in  their  respect- 
ive departments. 

BEWBBLL,  PreMideni. 

LAOARDE,  aecntary  Oeneral. 

(a)  Act.  17.  "It  is  agreed,  that  in  all  eases 
■here  vessels  shall  be  captured  or  detained  on  just 
iuspieion  of  having  on  board  enemies'  property, 


be  brought  to  the  nearest  or  most  convenient  poet, 
and  if  any  projieriy  of  an  enemy  shonid  be  found 
00  board  such  vessel,  that  part  only  which  belongs 
to  the  BDemf  shall  be  made  prize,  and  the  vessel 
shall  be  at  Lbetty  to  proceed  with  the  remainder, 
vitfaout  any  impediment  And  it  is  agreed  that 
ill  proper  meamrea  shall  be  taken  to  prevent  de- 
lay, ID  deciding  the  cases  of  ships  or  cargoes  so 
terought  in  for  adjndieation ;  and  in  the  payment 


Mverv  of  any  indemniScatio 
d  lo  b«  paid  to  the  masters  or 


agreed  U 

(6)  Abt.  IB.  "In  order  lo  regulate  what  is  in 
future  to  be  esteemed  contraband  of  war,  it  is 
agreed,  that,  under  the  said  denomination  shall  be 
comprised  all  arms,  dec.,  as  also  timber  for  ship- 
building, tar,  or  rosin,*  copper  in  sheets,  saiu, 
hemp,  and  cordage,  and  generally,  whatever  may 
serve  direetlyf  to  the  equipment  of  vessels,  un- 
wrought  iron  and  fir  planks  only  excepted ;  and 
all  the  above  articles  ate  hereby  declared  to  be 
just  objects  of  confiscation,  whenever  they  are  at- 
tempted lo  be  carried  to  an  enemy." 

(c)  "AaT.21.  "It  is  likewise  agreed,  that  tb* 
subjects  and  citizens  of  the  two  nations  shall  not 
do  any  acts  of  hostility  or  violence  against  each 
other,  nor  accept  commissions  or  instructions  so 
to  act,  from  poy  foreign  Prince  or  State,  enemiei 
to  the  other  party ;  nor  shall  the  enemies  of  ooa 
of  the  parties  be  permitted  to  invite,  or  endeavor 
to  enlist  in  their  military  service,  any  of  the  sub- 
jects or  citizens  of  the  other  party,  and  the  laws 
against  all  such  oSencee  and  aggressions  shall  be 
punctually  executed.  And  if  any  subject  or  cittr 
Ken  of  the  said  parlies  respectively  shall  accept 
any  foreign  commission  or  letterw>f  marq^ue,  for 
arming  any  vessel  to  act  as  a  printtesc  against  the 
other  party,  and  be  taken  by  the  other  pexty,  it  ia 
hereby  declared  to  be  lawful  for  the  said  parly  W 
treat  and  punish  the  said  subject  or  citizen,  having 
such  commissioot  or  letter  ot  marque,  as  a  pirate.'' 


Malaoa,  3d  fHmaire.  6tA  year 
of  the  /Vsndi  Btjyidtlic  one  and  indwitibU. 
Permit  me,  Mr.  Consul,  to  reply  in  the  Freneli 
language;  it  will  cause  less  delay,  and  the  sense 
will  be  more  precise. 

The  French  Republic  does  and  will  know  how 
to  cause  neutrality  to  be  respected  by  its  ships  of 
war,  and  by  her  privateers,  upon  every  point  in 
which  neutral  Powers  cause  the  same  to  be  re- 

Sected  by  the  English.  The  Rover  and  the 
aacy  are  detained  not  under  frivolous  pretexts^ 
but  because,  according  to  the  ordinances  whicii 
serve  as  a  rule  to  the  French  privateers,  they  have^ 
more  or  less,  come  within  the  confiscating  clause, 
especially  the  Rover.  You  are  not  tgnoiani  that 
French  merchants  have  an  indirect  interest  in 
these  vessels;  therefore,  I  cannot  be  deceived  in 
my  opinion  by  my  attachment  to  fellow-citizens, 
since  in  this  circumstance  ihey  are  Frenchmen 
opposed  to  Frenchmen. 

You  ask  me  what  papers  an  American  commer- 
cial vessel  Hhould  have  on  board  to  avoid  rnnniug 
the  same  risk,    I  oonceive  that  every  merchant 

•  The  decree  of  the  Directoij  says  "pitch,  tar,  and 
roaiiis."    [Bntis,  goudion,  et  lesines.] 

J  The  decnia  says,  "  directly  or  indirediv." 
The  decree  of  the  Sirectoiy  declares,  that,  not  only 
those  AmeiicBlu  who  take  commissions  of  the  ttiemiea 
of  France,  but  all  Ameiican  seamen  makhiK  port  of  the 
grew  of  their  eoeoiise'  vessels,  dkoU  be  treated  ss  pisalai^ 
even  tbengh  compiled  tv  fiues  lo  serve  in  such  ibi§/k 
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shoold,  in  this  respect,  consult  the  ordioancei  of 
the  Powers  at  war,  relative  to  priTateers,  &c. 
Doubtlfss  you  will  perceive  that  I  can  but  imper- 
fectly extract  in  a  letter  the  DrdtnaDcir'S  of  France 
on  this  subject;  that  it  would  be  unfair  to  exact 
from  me  a  task  more  complete  than  the  means 
which  I  point  out. 

1  shall  only  observe,  because  the  observation  in 
m^  opinion  has  eitcaped  many  of  tbe  merchants 
of  this  iilace,  that  the  vessels  soould  have  a  signed 
bill  of  lading  of  the  whole  cargo,  containing  her 
iteatination  and  names  of  the  owners  ;  and  that  in 
case  transfers  and  changes  in  the  cargo  are  to  take 

E lace,  which  require  unsigned  bills  of  lading,  to 
e  signed  only  when  tbe  cargo  shall  be  in  a  de- 
finitive state,  these  unsigned  bills  of  lading  are 
insufficieDt,and  there  should  be  othen  signed,  con- 
taioiDg  the  cargo,  such  as  it  is,  before  their  arrival 
at  the  place  of  transfer;  without  which, the  cargo 
would  be  liable  to  be  detained  and  confiscate. 
should  it  not  be  otherwise  pointed  out,  as  well  as 
the  destination,  dec.  insomebill,  Qtanifest,or  char- 
ter party,  in  proper  form,  and  signed,  and  on  board 
the  vessel.  I  shall  add,  thai  there  should  not  be 
an  board  either  captain,  officer,  supercargo,  or 
ogtnt,  of  an  enemy's  country ;  that  they  should  not 
tear  nor  supprea  any  paper ;  that  the  vessel  should 
be  furnishea  Imh  a  passport,  or  paper  provingthe 
property  of  the  vesi^el,  &c. ;  that  upwards  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  crew  should  belong  to  the  neutral 
anttr ;  that  she  oueht  to  have  proofs  of  the 
utrality  of  tbe  vessefand  cargo ;  in  «  word,  that 


from,  nor  even  be  destined  to  an  enemy's  ports ; 
the  latter  case  exposing  her  likewise  to  confisca- 
tion, according  to  the  proceedings  of  tbe  English 
marine,  A^.  Stc. 

I  Tepeat  that  this  short  enumeration  b  neces- 
sarily incomplete ;  that  it  is  given  only  from  the 
respect  I  have  for  you,  and  that  it  will  be  proper 
to  recur  to  the  ordinances,  regulations,  decrees, 
and  arrits  of  the  French  Government.  They  are 
so  interesting  to  maritime  commerce,  that  they 
should  be  familiar  to  all  those  who  follow  it.  I 
pray  you,  sit,  to  be  persuaded  of  my  attachroent. 
CHAM  PRE. 

To  the  CowaoL  of  the  U.  8taU». 

[Nos.  3,  4j  5j  and  6,  consist  of  copies  of  docu- 
ments, remaming  in  the  Department  of  State,  re- 
tative  to  American  vessels  captured  or  condemned 
by  the  French,  since  1st  October,  1796.] 


SPAIN. 


[Commonicatad  to  Con^reM,  Jnly  3,  1T9T.] 
ADDITIONAL  REPORT 
Of  the  Secretaiy  of  Stata  to  the  Premdent  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  proceedings  of  the  officers  of  His  Cath- 
olic Majeaty  in  relaUon  to  the  posts  occupied  by  his 
troops  within  the  Itmits  of  the  United  State*,  the 
bonndaiy  line,  and  other  matters  therewith  connected. 

Depabtment  of  State,  Juij(  3, 1797. 
On  Thursday  last,  the  29th  of  June,  I  received 
ftirther  deapaiehes  from  Andrew  Ellicolt,  Esq., 


the  Commissioner  of  the  United  States  at  the 
Natchez,  dated  the  10th  of  May  last,  of  which  an 
extract  and  copies,  numbered  1.2,  and  3,  are  snb- 

{'oined.  By  these  it  appears  that  a  new  motive 
las  been  assigned  by  the  Commander-in-Chief^ 
Baron  de  Carondelet,  and  Governor  Gayoso,  for 
still  retaining  the  possession  of  the  post  of  tbe 
Natchez  and  the  Walnut  Hills,  and  for  streagth- 
enina  the  fortifications,  viz:  to  guard  againft  an 
attacK  by  the  British  from  Canada.  This  motive 
being  derived  from  information  communicated  to 
iheBarondeCarondeletby  tbeChevalierdeYnijij, 
the  Minister  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  the  United 
States,  it  appesn  necessary  again  to  bring  before 
the  President  my  correspoodence  with  the  Span- 
ish and  British  Ministers  on  that  subject.  These 
papers  are  numbered  4, 5, 6,  T.  8,  and  9. 

Although  the  Minister  declared  be  bad  just  rea- 
sons for  suspecting  an  expedition  from  Canadi 
was  [H'epering  by  the  British  against  the  upper 

Kst  of  Louisiana,  vet  he  never  mentioned  a  siogie 
;tor  reason  on  wnich  his  suspicion  was  founded. 
From  all  the  existing  circumstances,  I  ever  be- 
lieved the  suspicion  to  be  groundless.  And  tbenote 
of  Mr.  Lisioo,  tbe  British  Minister,  of  the  19th  of 
last  month,  declares  that  no  Fuch  expedition  ba: 
been,  or  is  intended,  by  the  British  QoveromeDL 

On  the  16th  of  March  last,  by  the  President'] 
direction,  I  inquired  of  the  Minister  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty  whether  the  Spanish  troops  had  been 
witndrawa,  agreeably  to  the  imty,  from  the  let- 
ritory  of  the  United  Biates ;  and  if  not,  what  or- 
ders or  measures  for  withdrawing  them  had  been 
taken.  To  this  the  Minister  answered,  on  tbe 
17th  of  April,  that  not  having  for  some  monihi 
heard  from  ifie  Baron  de  Caioodelet,  hewas^de- 
prived  of  any  information  touching  thesteps  taken 
for  the  ekecutionof  tbe  treaty."  Nevertheless  he 
had  previously  informed  the  Baron  de  Carondelet 
of  his  suspicions  of  a  projected  expedition  Trom 
Canada;  for  on  the  1st  of  May  it  is  offered  by  Go- 
vernor Gayoso,  as  a  new  reason  for  continuiDg  to 
holdtheposL  ThesetwolettersarenumberedlO,!!. 

On  the  24ih  of  June  last,  the  Minister  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty  wrote  me  the  letter  numbered 
13,  in  which  Irt  undertakes  to  give  the  substance 
of  two  letters  from  the  Baion  de  Carondelet,  and 
which  about  a  week  before  be  had  orally  transla- 
ted to  me  from  Spanish  originals.  These  letteis 
(as  appears  by  the  detail  of  them  now  given  by 
the  Mmister)  exhibited  divers  complaints  against 
Mr.  Ellicott,  whose  conduct  is  assigned  as  tbe 
cause  of  an  alleged  misimderstanding  between  him 
and  Governor  Gayoso ;  and  of  the  delay  in  com- 
mencing the  running  of  the  boundary  line. 

One  article,  however,  the  Minister  has  omitted 
in  his  recital.  The  Baron  de  Carondelet  com- 
plained, among  other  things,  that  Mr.  Ellicott  had 
not  given  him  notice  of  his  arrival  at  the  Natchet, 
as  the  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  for  running  the  boundary  line  between  their 
territories  and  those  of  Spain.  I  was  astonished 
at  this  complaint,  as  I  had  then  lying  on  my  table 
a  copy  of  Mr.  Ellicott's  letter  to  the  Baron,  dated 
the  37th  of  February,  only  three  days  after  Mr. 
Ellicott's  antral  at  the  Natchez,  announcing  his 
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»mn\»s  Ae  Commissioner  of  the  United  Stales 
in  llie  object  aboTe  expresaed.  and  two  copies  of 
litrBkTun'a  ansiverj  dated  at  New  Orleans,  the  1st 
d[  Mttch,  one  of  itie   orieinal   Spanish,  and  tbe 
Wliei  ininslated  in  Englisfa,  acknowledging  the  re- 
,    eeipt  of  Mt.  Ellicoti's  letter,  aod  ''  coDgratulatiDg 
him  on  his  arriyal  in  that  country  in  the  charac- 
I    ttT  of  Commissioner  on  tbe  part  of  the   United 
I    8bte^  to  TUB  the  dividing  line  beiweeD  the  terri- 
I    tories  of  His  most  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  Uni- 
I    ted  States."     I  immediately  preseoied  those  copies 
tn  the  Minister,  in  whom  tbe  repugnance  of  fact 
b>  Bsaertion  excited  the  natural  sensation  ;  but  soon 
I     Kcollecting  himself,  he  made  this  apolc^  for  the 
Baron,  that  he  supposed  he  did  not  consider  Mr. 
Ellicolt's  letter  as  official!     This  letter,  and  the 
Iranslation  of  the  Baron's  aaswer-have  been  alrea- 
dy laid  before   Congress  and  published.      !  now 
sabjoia  the  copy  of  tbe  Baron's  answer  in  Spanish, 
No.  11 

The  facts  I  bare  here  stated  rela[i*e  to  the  com- 
riaint  of  the  Baron  de  CBrondelel,  which  the 
Spsnish  Minister  has  omitted  in  his  detail,  appeal- 
ed to  me  important  to  be  laid  before  yon,  to  be 
eonsidered  together  with  the  other  complaints 
which  the  Minister  has  recited.  As  lo  the  com- 
plaint that  Mr.  EUicott  "  attempted  to  get  posses- 
sion of  the  Natchez  fort  by  surprise,  and  that  the 
GoTernor  Gayoso  has  in  his  power  documents 
which  evidently  prove  the  intention  of  that  at- 
temptj"  1  have  eiatnined  the  two  gentlemen  who 
brooght  Mr.  Kllicott's  despatches,  and  they  declare 
that  ibey  never  heard  of  such  an  attempt  being 
made  or  intended  b^  Mr.  Ellicoil,  and  that  far 
from  exciting  dissatisfaction  to  the  Spanish  Got- 
emment,  in  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  at  the 
Natchez, he  uniformly  recommended  patienceand 
sDbisission,  until  the  Spanish  jurisdiction  should 
be  withdrawn. 

UpuD  a  view  of  tbe  whole  correspondence  now 
and  before  submitted  to  the  President,  it  appears 
that  the  Governors  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  on 
the  Mississippi  have,  on  various  pretences,  post- 
poned the  running  of  the  boundary  lioe,  and  the 
withdmwiuffofhis  troops  from  the  posts  they  occu- 
pied within  the  territory  of  the  United  States;  that, 
after  repeated  overtures,  promises,  and  appearances 
of  commencing  the  execution  of  the  treaty  between 
the  two  nations,  in  both  those  respects,  their  con- 
duct demonstrates  that  for  an  indefinite  period  tbey 
mean  to  avoid  doing  either ;  that  there  is  but  too 
mnch  reason  to  believe  Mr.  Ellicoti's  saspicions 
well  founded,  that  an  undue  influence  hEts  been  ez- 

Ieteised  over  the  Indians  by  the  officers  of  His  Ca- 
thidic  Majesty  tn  prepare  them  for  a  rupture  with 
the  United  States,  those  suspicions  correspuDding 
with  other  intelligence  recently  received  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  by  me.  Mine  is  by  a  pri- 
vate letters  from  Colonel  Sargent,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  of 
vrhieh  in  extract,  No.  14,  is  annexed. 

Whether  this  plan  of  exciting  the  Indians  to 
direct  hostilities  against  the  United  States  has  been 
eontemf^ted  and  promoted  by  any  of  our  own 
citizens,  it  may  be  (Tifficult  to  say  ;  but  that  one  or 
more  of  tboae  citizens  have  proposed  and  taken 


measnres  to  detach  the  aonihern  Indians  from  the 
inierestof  the  United  Slates,  and  to  destroy  (h« 
influence  of  the  public  agents  over  those  nations, 
and  thus  to  defeat  tbe  great  objects  of  their  ap;. 
pointment,  the  chief  of  which  is  to  preserve  peac^ 
IB  certain.  The  evidence  of  this  imporiam  faet 
will  be  laid  before  you  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  evidence  having  a  reference  to  the  British 
Minister  and  his  Government,  1  took  the  liberty 
of  addressing  to  him  a  letter,  dated  the  1st  instant, 
No.  15,  to  which  I  received  the  answer.  No.  16. 


As  closely  connected  with  this  business,  I  lay 

tfore  you  the  copy  of  my  letter  No.  17,  dated  the 

27ih  of  April  last,  to  Charles  Jackson,  Esquire, 


the  District  Attorney  of  Georgia,  reciting  a  pu- 
sage  in  a  letter  from  the  Spanish  Minister  dated 
the  21st  of  April,  declaring  his  positive  knowledge 
that  the  English  had  made  propositions  to  Gen- 
eral Clarke  of  Georgia,  to  obtain  his  iofluence  in 
that  State,  in  conjunction  with  some  persons  who 
might  make  a  diversion  or  serious  attack  against 
Florida.  By  Mr.  Jacksons's  answer,  from  which 
an  extract,  No.  18.  is  herewith  presented,  it  appears 
that  after  diligent  inquiry,  hecoald  not  find  any 
person  that  knew  anythini;  of  the  business,  or 
that  entertained  a  belief  of  the  kind;  and  that 
from  General  Clarke's  known  violent  antipathies 
tothe  English,  and  other  circumstances,  he  doubted 
the  truth  of  the  report  altogether. 

On  the  30th  ulL  I  received  a  letter  from  Gen- 
eral Pinckney,  dated  the  9tb  of  May,  which  con- 
taiuE  the  latest  inielligenee  from  him,  and  seems 
proper  to  accompany  the  other  papers  now  laid 
before  you.  His  letter,  No.  15.  therein  referred  to, 
has  not  yet  come  to  hand.  Ail  which  is  respect- 
fully submitted. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 


letter  from  Andrew  EUicott,  Esq.,  Com- 
r  of  the  United  States,  to  the  Secretary  of 

Btate,  dated 

Natchez,  May  10, 1797. 

Sir:  Since  my  despatches  by  Mr.  Knox,  tbe 
whole  of  tbe  Spanish  commission  for  the  purpose 
of  ruaninr  the  boundary  lines  between  the  terri- 
tory of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and  that  of  the 
United  States  has  arrived;  but  not  withstanding 
this  circumstance,  I  see  no  appearance  of  getting 
to  busineK  in  any  reasonable  time;  various  pre- 
tences are  resorted  lo  by  the  Baron  de  Carondelet 
and  Governor  Gayoso  to  justify  tbe  delay ;  but  the 
true  reason,  I  am  well  persuaded,  has  never  yet 
been  made  known  lo  myself,  or  lo  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district  of  Natchez,  who  are  generally  very 
uneasy,  and  many  of  them  consider  their  situa- 
tions as  desperate  if  not  supported  in  a  few  months 
by  the  United  Stales. 

As  ihe  arrival  of  the  whole  Spanish  commission 
produced  no  effect  favorable  Co  our  business,  I  ex- 
pected that  of  Lieutenant  Pope  with  a  detach- 
ment of  about  forty  troops,  which  happened  on 
the  24th  of  last  month,  would  make  some  change 
for  the  better;  in  this  I  have  been  disappoint^. 
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Addilion&I  Uboreri  were  let  lo  wotk  in  ihe  fori, 
•ud  sereral  more  pieces  of  artillery  mouoteil. 

On  Ihe  first  of  this  icoDth,  I  received  *  letter 
from  Governor  Gayoso,  b  copy  of  which,  with  the 
uuwer^  you  will  find  enclosed. 

On  Sunday  last,  the  fort  at  ibis  place  was  rein- 
forced hy  about  forty  men,  and  a  company  of  are- 
nadiers  ere  on  their  way,  and  hourly  expected  to 
join  them.  Yesterday  Mr.  Oillimard,  the  Span- 
liii  enrveyor,  ao  eoffineer,  and  several  other  mili- 
tary tffficers,  with  a  Doat  load  of  intrenchjug  tools, 
left  this  place  for  the  Walnut  Hills,  where  the 
works  are  to  be  immediately  put  into  a  complete 
lUite  of  defence.  The  laborers  who  were  employ- 
ed, bji  the  direction  of  Governor  Oayoso,  to  go  on 
the  line,  are  now  ordered  to  the  Walnut  Hills,  to 
■saist  in  repairing  the  fortificatioDs. 

If  tbe  Court  of  Madrid  has  any  design  of  ear- 

Sing  the  late  treaty  with  tbe  United  States  into 
Mt,  the  conduct  of  the  Baron  de  Carondeletand 
Gov.  Gayoso  is  to  me  altogether  inexplicable;  all 
their  measures  have  the  appearance  of  approachinc 
hostility;  and  from  some  information  which  I 
have  latelj'  received  from  a  source  to  which  I 
cannot  avoid  givine  a  degree  of  credit,  but  a  short 

Knod  will  elapse  before  we  shall  be  ordered  to 
ive  this  place,  if  not  the  country.  I  have,  in  a 
former  communication,  mentioned  my  snspicions, 
that  an  undue  influence  has  been  exercised  o*er 
the  Indians  lo  prepare  them  f^r  a  rupture  with 
the  United  States,  and  to  awe  into  a  quiet  sub- 
mission the  inhabitants  of  this  district  who  are  at 
their  mercy.  1  am  very  sorry  that  no  circum- 
stance has  yet  occurred  to  make  me  change  this 
opinion. 

Immediately  upon  Mr.  Pope's  arrival,  he  was 
joined  by  SnsigD  M'Clary,  who  commands  my 
— art,  which  consists  of  about  thirty-seven  men, 


and  all  encamped  ^ 


pline  IS  observed  by  the  whole  camp.  Lieuten- 
ant Pope  bas  hitherto  conducted  himself  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  eive  general  satisfaction  to  the 
neighboring  inhabitanta,  without  incurring  the 
dbpleasure  of  the  present  Governor,  or  hb  officers, 
ana  at  tbe  same  time  iteailily  supported  tbe  honor 
of  the  United  States;  bul  he  has  unfortunately 
been  indisposed  almost  ever  since  his  arrival. 
I  am,  air,  with  great  esteem.  &«., 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 
,  SEOBBTinT  OF  Statb,  UniUd  StaUt. 

No.  3. 
Manuel  Gayoao  de  Lemos  to  the  HanMable  Andrew 

GUicott. 

Natchez,  May  1, 1797. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  that  the 
Commander-gen  era  I  of  this  province  desires  me 
to  inform  yon  that  His  Majesty's  Envoy  in  the 
-United  States  has  given  him  the  intelligence  of  an 
«tuck  proposed  against  our  port  of  the  Illinois,  by 
the  Bntish  from  Canada ;  and  as  such  an  expfr- 
idition  cannot  take  place  without  passinj  through 
»«  territory  of  tbe  United  States,  taid  Bnroy  did 


officially  communicate  what  was  necessary,  to  iht 
Secretary  of  Slate  of  the  United  Stales,  requiring 
that  convenient  orders  should  be  issued  to  have 
their  territory  respected  and  provide  for  their  owa 
safety,  which  we  doubt  not  but  tbe  United  Siatrs 
will  acquiesce  to,  in  consequence  of  Ihe  treaty  anil 
the  good  harmony  that  subsists  between  the  United 
Stales  of  America  and  His  Majesty. 

The  said  Commander-general  oi  this  province, 
in  consequence  of  the  foregoing  information,  finds 
himself  under  the  necessityof  putting  in  a  state  of 
defence  several  points  of  tbi*  river,  and  p•rticula^ 
Iv  Nogales,*  to  cover  Lower  Louisiana,  in  case 
we  British  should  succeed  in  their  project  agaiost 
Illinois,  for  which  purpose  a  conrenieni  force  stuU 
be  sent  to  Nogales,  to  repair  and  defend  that  post, 
which,  far  from  being  against  the  interest  of  the 
United  Slates  of  America,  will,  in  caseofbeinE 
agreed  to,  leave  the  military  posts  in  that  state  of 
defence  which  it  may  be  found. 

As  this  is  a  powerful  reason  in  addition  to  those 
lhalofieredbeforetosua»end  the  evacuation  of  these 
posts  and  of  running  the  line;  as  our  atteniioa  Is 
entirely  drawn  towards  the  defence  of  the  proTiDce, 
the  said  Commander-general  orders  me  to  pass  lo 
you  this  official  commuoicalion,  and,  in  conse- 
quenceof  the  unavoidable  delay,  to  repeat  to  yoD.in 
hisname,theproposalof  remaining  here  to  godowa 
to  Lower  Louisiana;  or,  as  bethinks  might  be 
preferable,  to  remove  to  Villa  Gkyoso,  where  there 
are  sufficient  buildings  to  accommodate  you ;  this 
insinuation  being  an  effect  of  the  desire  we  have 
to  show  every  degree  of  consideration  as  a  proof  of 
our  disposition  to  improve  the  friendship  belweea 
our  nations,  assuring  you  that  in  any  part  that  yon 
should  determine  to  remove  to,  or  stay,  the  Com- 
mander-general will  facilitate  every  convenieney 
in  bis  power  for  your  satisfaction.  I  hare  ihe 
honor  to  be,  die.,  M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 
The  Hon.  Anosew  Ellicott. 


Wo.  3. 
Andrew  EDicott  to  His  Excellency  Masnal  GsyoM  lis 
LeiDOs. 
Natchez,  May  2, 1797- 
Sia:   Your  Excel lenoy's  favor  of  yesterday  is 
now  before  me.  but  as  it  principnlly  eoneems  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  troops  of  the  United 
States  in  this  quarter,  who,  I  presume,  will  give 
you  ft  satisfaclory  answer,  it  will  therefore  be  un- 
necessary for  me  to  make  any  remarls  upon  it 

In  a  fonuer  communication  you  were  apprized 
of  my  determination  lo  remain  at  this  [dace  until 
we  ^w:eed  to  running  of  the  line,  or  recalled  by 
the  Sxecutive  of  the  United  States.    I  am,  &c.. 
ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 
His  Exc'y  M.  Gayobo  ub  Lcjiae. 

No.  4. 
Philapelpsia,  Mzrch  3, 1797. 
Sir  :  Three  days  airo  I  declared  to  you  the  just 
reasons  which  I  had  for  suspecting  that  an  expe- 
dition was  preparing  on  the  lakes,  on  the  pan  of 

•  Wahiut  RilU. 
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ihe  EEigliEh,  the  object  of  which  it  to  attack  Up- 
per Louisiana,  and  lake  by  sUTprise  the  posts  of 
Sc  Loots  and  New  Madrid.  The  proofs  wbicli 
r  hire  since  been  able  to  oblaia  conStm  me  in  my 
sotpicion  that  the  English  troops  who  meditaie 
this  coup-de-main,  intend  to  descend  the  Missis- 
sippi b;  Fox  Rioer,  Ouitooninn,  or  by  ibe  Illinois 
or  other  partsof  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 
I  suppose  the  QoTetDmenl  of  this  country  too 
iealons  of  its  rights  to  suffer  so  scandaloos  a  vio- 
laiion  of  its  territory ;  bul  haviog  always  in  view 
the  interests  of  the  King  my  master,  and  the  secu- 
rity of  hi&  possessions  in  this  part  of  the  world,  in 
his  naioe  I  request,  sir,  that  in  Tiriue  of  the  iofor- 
mation  cited,  this  Government  may  take  the  mea- 


tign  troops,  of  wliat  description. 
territory.  An  undertakiDs  in  which  are  united 
the  dignity  of  the  United  States,  and  the  security 
of  the  possessions  of  a  friendly  nation,  assures  me 
beforehand  that  the  Administration  of  this  coun- 
try will  take  the  measures  which  shall  be  roost 
adapted  to  this  end. 

With  these  reasons.  1  offer  myself  to  your  dis- 
posal, and  pray  Ood  to  preserve  you  inany  years. 

Yotir  most  obedient  humble  serranl, 

CHARLES  M.  DE  YRUJO. 

TlMOTHT  PlOEBKINO,  Esq. 

No.  5. 
Timothy  Pickering  t«  the  Chevalier  de  Yngo,  Miniitar 
Flenipot«Dti«iy  of  His  Csiholic  Majs«ty. 
Dbpabthbht  of  State,  jUarcA  11, 1797. 
Sir:    I  have  laid  before  the  President  of  the 
United  States  your  letter  of  the  2d  initantj 
tioaing  your  suspicions,  thai  an  expedition  is  pre- 
p^ng   OD  the  lakes,  on  the  part  of  the  Knglisb : 
the  object  of  which  is  to  attack  Upper  Louisiaoa. 
and  to  take  by  surprise  the  posts  of  St.  Louis  and 
New  Madrid;  and  that,  to  accomplisli  this  object, 
the  English  troops  intend  to  pass  by  the  routes 
jou  mention,  or  by  other  parts  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States :  and  you  request  their  Qovern- 
ment  to  take  the  necessary  measures  to  prevent 
•ach  a  violation  of  theit  territory. 

First  remarking,  that  the  GoYernmeot  of  the 
United  States  posssess  no  information,  nor  the 
knowledge  of  any  circumstances  indicative  of  such 
a  desig^n  as  that  you  suspect,  I  have  the  honor  to 
assure  you  tha'  -  - 

tial  aeatrality 
hitherto  iovariably  adhered,  their  Government 
will  be  aniious  to  maintain  the  rights  of  their 
nentral  situation,  and  on  all  occasions  adopt  and 
pursue  ihoie  measures  which  shall  appear  proper 
and  expedient  for  that  end.  I  am,  with  great 
r^>eet.  dtc.,  TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

The  Chevalier  Db  Ybujo. 

No.  6. 

The  ChevaGer  De  T^^)0  to  the  Sacretaiy  of  Bute. 

Philadblpbia,  April  21, 1797. 

Sir:  Whilst  luMnesanewreasonsfor  believing 

that  it  is  intended  to  carry  into  efEect  the  expedi- 


jgainst  Upper  Lonistana,  on  the  part  of  the 

English,  by  violating  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  as  was  manifested  lo  you  in  my  letter  of 
the  2d  March  last,  I  must  add,  that  I  know  to  a  cer- 
tainty that  the  English  have  made  propositions  to 
General  Clarke  of  Cieorgia,  in  order  to  avail  them- 
selves of  his  influence  in  that  State,  together  with 

other  persons,  for   making  a  diversion  or 

iS  attack  against  Florida;  and  as,  by  your 
letter  of  the  lllb  of  the  last  month,  you  assure  me 
that  the  United  States  would  take  the  necessary 
measures  for  causing  their  neutrality  to  be  re- 
spected, 1  do  not  doubt  that  in  consequence  of  this 
my  information,  the  Executive  Government  will 
take  the  proper  steps,  in  order  that  Georgia  also 
should  not  infringe  the  laws  of  neutrality  to  the 
injury  of  the  possessions  of  the  King  my  master. 

1  embrace  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  my 
wishes  to  serve  you,  and  that  God  may  preserve 
your  life  many  years. 

Your  most  obedient  servant. 

CARLOS  %IfDE  YRUJO. 
Timothy  PioxEKtHO,  Esq. 

No.  7. 
Timothy  Pickeiins  to  the  Chevalier  de  Yrujo,  Envoy 

Eitrsordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiaiy  of  Hii 

Cstbolic  Majesty. 

Obpabtmeht  of  State, 

Pkiladdphia,  April  28,  1797. 

Sts:  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  Letter  of  the  Slst  instant,  repeating 
your  suspicions  that  it  is  intended  to  carry  into 
effect  an  expedition,  on  the  part  of  the  Banish, 
against  Upper  Louisiana,  through  the  territory  of 
the  United  Sates;  and  adding  that  you  know  to  ft 
certainty  that  the  English  have  made  propositions 
to  General  Clarke,  in  Georgia,  to  oblam  his  influ- 
ence in  that  State,  with  a  view  to  a  diversion  or 
serious  attack  against  Florida. 

To  the  first  point  I  have  the  honor  to  answer 
that,  although  inis  Government  is  stilt  destituteof 
any  knowledge  of  facts  or  circumstances  indica- 
ting that  an  expedition  on  the  part  of  the  Ene- 
liih  against  Upper  Louisiana  has  been  projected, 
yet,  desirous  of  living  on  terms  of  amity  with  our 
Deighbors,ononesideaodlheother,agreeablytoaob- 
sistiDgtreatieSglbavecommunicaiedtotheMinister 
of  His  Britannic  Majesty, for  the  information  of  his 
Gh>vemment,  the  suspicions  you  bare  expressed  of 
an  intended  expedition  against  Upper.  Louisiana, 
and  the  declaration  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  that  he  cannot  consent  that  either  should 
march  troops  through  the  territory  of  the  United 
Slates  to  attack  the  other.  The  sense  of  the 
American  Government  being  thus  declared  before- 
hand, we  cannot  presume  that  a  measure  will  be 
undertaken  which  cannot  be  prosecnled  without 
a  violation  of  our  neutral  rights. 

With  regard  to  the  project  of  an  expedition  by 
the  British  against  Florida,  the  aid  ofQeneral 
Clarke,  and  oi  persons  whom  he  might  influence, 
I  have  to  inform  you  that  orders  have  been  for- 
warded to  the  District  Attorney  i^  Georgia,  to  ia- 
qtiire  into  the  &cl  as  sUtedby  yon,  and  if  diaeoTOry 
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shoald  be  matle  of  designs  lo  vioiaie  out  aeniral 
dntiei,  and  especiall]'  of  formioe  an  ezDeditioo 
agaiDEt  the  territories  of  His  Ckiholic  Majesty 
from  the  letiitories  of  the  Uaited  States,  tu  take 
the  most  proper  aod  effectual  measures  for  frus- 
iraliDg  such  designs;  and  if  the  same  should  be 
manifested  by  aop  overt  acts,  to  cause  the  offendeis 
10  be  arrested  and  brought  to  condign  punishment. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 
The  Chevalier  De  Yrdjo, 

Envoy  Extraordinary,  fc. 

No  8. 

Timoth;  Pickering  lo  Robert  Liston,  Esqpire,  Eutoj 

Eitraordinarj,  Ac.,  of  Hi*  Britannic  M^estj. 

Depabthent  of  State, 

PkiiatUlpliia,  April  28,  1797. 

Sir:  The  Minister  of  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
early  in  March  last,  represented  to  this  Govern- 
ment his  suspisioDS  that  an  expedition  was  pre- 
paring on  the  Lakes,  on  the  part  of  the  Engfiib, 
whose  object  was  an  ailack  on  the  Spanish  posts 
in  Upper  Louisiana,  by  a  route  through  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  and  requested  the  Gov- 
ernment to  take  measures  necessary  to  prevent 
such  a  violation  of  (heir  territory. 

Id  answer  to  the  Spanish  Minister^  after  the 
remark  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
had  no  knowledge  of  any  circumstances  indica- 
tive of  the  design  he  suspected,  be  was  assured 
that,  true  to  the  principles  of  an  impartial  neu- 
trality, to  which  the  United  States  have  hitherto 
invariably  adhered,  their  Government  wonld  be 
aniiouE  to  maintain  the  rights  of  their  neutral 
situation,  and  on  all  occasions  adopt  and  pursue 
the  measures  which  should  appear  proper  aod 
expedient  to  that  end. 

His  Catholic  Majesty's  Minister  haviag  lately 
renewed  his  representation,  declaring  that  he  had 
recent  ground  to  believe  that  it  is  intended  to  car- 
ry into  effect  the  ezpediiion  before  mentioned 
against  Upper  Louisiana,  throtigh  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  I  am  directed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  make  to  you  this  commu- 
nication, and  to  declare  that,  desirous  of  living  on 
terms  of  amity  with  their  neighbors,  on  one  side 
and  the  other,  agreeably  to  Ku&isting  treaties,  he 
cannot  consent  that  either  should  march  troops 
through  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  to  at- 
tack ibe  other. 

The  sense  and  motives  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment being  thus  exprmaed,  I  doubt  not  the 
same  will  be  duly  respected  on  the  part  of  the 
British  Gkivernment;  and  without  iu  agin  a  whe- 
ther suspicions  of  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Minis- 
ter are  or  are  not  founded,  I  am  persuaded  that 
the  declaration  now  made  will  be  considered  as 
a  proof  of  our  good  will,  by  preventing  the  great 
expense  of  preparations  for  an  enterprise  which 
cannot  be  prosecuted  without  occasioning  a  vio- 
lation of  the  neutral  rights  or  duties  of  the  United 
Slates.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

RoBBRT  LisTOM,  Biaq. 


No.  9. 
pHiLADELpmA,  39(h  Jicne,  1797. 

R.  Liston  presents  hb  respects  lo  Colonel  Pick- 
ering, Secretary  of  State: 

When  you  first  mentioned  to  me  the  suspicions 
expressed  by  the  Spanish  Minister  respecting  an 
expedition  supposed  to  be  preparing  on  the  Lakes, 
with  a  view  to  attack  the  Spanish  posts  in  Lotiis- 
iana,  1  took  the  liberty  of  obserring  to  you  that  1 
had  no  knowledge  of  any  such  preparations,  aod 
did  not  beliere  that  they  existed. 

I  have  since  re<]uested  information  on  the  sob- 

f'eci  from  the  Governor  General  of  Canada,  and 
rom  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State,  and  I  have 
authority  to  assure  you  that  no  expedition  of  the 
nature  of  that  alluded  lo  has  been,  or  is.  intended 
by  the  British  Governmeni.  Indeed,  ine  impro- 
priety ot  violating  the  neutral  territory  of  the 
United  Stales  is  an  objection  of  sufficient  magni- 
tude to  induce  the  King's  Ministers  to  reject  any 
such  plan,  were  it  suggested  lo  them. 

No.  10. 
Depabtment  of  State,  .WorcA  is,  1797. 
Sib  :  The  seeoud  article  of  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  aod  His  Catholic  Majesty,slip- 
nlaied  "  that  if  there  should  be  any  troops,  garri- 
sons, or  settlements,  of  either  party  in  tbe  terri- 
tory of  the  other,  (accordinir  to  the  boundaries 
fixed  by  the  same  article)  they  should  be  with- 
drawn from  the  said  territory  within  the  term  of 
ooDtbs  after  the  ralificalion  of  that  treaty,  at 
sooner  if  it  were  possible."  The  United  States 
have  no  troops,  garrisons,  or  settlements,  within 
the  territory  of  His  Catholic  Majesty.  We  do 
not  know  whether  ibOse  of  His  Caibolic  Majesty 
within  the  United  States*  territory  at  the  time 
the  treaty  above  mentioned  was  made,  have  been 
since  withdrawn.  1  am.  therefore,  directed  by  the 
President  to  inquire,  and  do  reqaest  you  to  inform 
me,  what  is  the  fact ;  and,  if  ihose  troops,  tc., 
have  not  been  withdrawn,  what  orders  or  mea- 
sures for  their  withdrawing  have  been  taken.  It 
>w  near  eleven  months  since  the  ratification 
exchange  of  the  treaty  took  place.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 
The  Chevalier  Ds  Ybdjo, 

Mitntta-  Plen^totetiiiary,  ^ 

No.  11. 
PniLAnELPHiA,  Aprd  17, 1797. 
Sib  :  Although  I  received,  in  due  time,  the  let- 
ter which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to 
me  on  the  16lh  ultimo,  an  indisposition,  from 
which  I  am  not  yet  altogether  recovered,  pre- 
vented me  from  replying  lo  the  inquiry  you  mike 
relative  to  the  evacuation  of  the  Spanish  posts 
within  the  new  line  of  demarcation  of  limits.  I 
now  take  up  my  pen  to  inform  you  that  several 
months  have  elapsed  since  J  have  received  a  let- 
ter from  the  Baron  de  Canindelet,  and,  of  coarse, 
I  am  deprived  of  toy  information  touching  the 
steps  taken  for  the  execution  of  the  treaty. 
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Jtthtiotu  with  Spam. 


ChiekEisawg  aai  \ht  people  of  his  compftny  *f- 
fumied  him,  doI  ooty  TJolaied  a  territory  then 
SjMniEh.  by  desiring  to  excite  the  inhabiiairts  bf 
ail  imaginable  means,  bat  also  carried  his  zeal  sO 
far  a<  to  attempt  to  ^et  pns'eti^ion  of  the  fort  of 
the  Natchez  by  surpnse,  Governiw  OayoM  sajs 
he  has  in  his  power  dotjutneiits  which  prove  eri- 
dently  the  intention  of  this  atteoipl.  Such  con- 
duct was  little  calculated  to  prodace  the  spirit  of 
harmony  so  neceraary  in  such  circumitances,  and 
obliged  QoTernor  Oayoso,  when  he  discovered 
such  hctttile  intentions,  to  lake,  on  his  part,  mea- 
sores  necessary  for  hit  defence. 

This  is  the  true  state  of  things,  by  which  it 
clearly  appeari  that  the  inconsiderate  conduct  of 
,  Mr.  Ellicoll  is  the  only  cause  of  the  disagreement 
at  the  Natchez ;  the  more  so,  as  the  Spanish  com- 
manders declared  to  him  that,  while  the  two  Oor- 
emmenis  were  deciding  on  the  donhi  which  oc- 
curred to  the  Baron  de  Csrondelet,  about  the  deli- 
very of  the  posts,  the  drawing  of  the  line  of  de- 
marcation might  be  begun,  wheo  M.  de  Guilte- 
inard,  who  had  already  departed  from  New  Or- 
leans for  the  Natchez,  should  arrive. 

If,  in  this  HituBlion  of  the  business,  the  com- 
manders changed  their  ideas  or  their  measures,  it 
could  only  proceed  from  the  imprudent  conduct 
of  Mr.  Ellicolt.  The  Baron  de  Carondelet,  desi< 
roas  of  observing  religiously  the  treaty,  e 


I  ofler  myself  to  yonr  disposal,  praying  God  to 
pteserre  ynnr  life  many  years.  Your  most  obe- 
£eitt  KTrant  C.  M.  DE  YRUJO. 

TlMOTBT  PlCKEHINQ.  Btq. 

No.  12. 
PniLAnELPHiA,  June  24, 1797. 

Eight  or  tea  day*  ago,  I  made  known  to  you 
the  information  which  1  had  received  from  the 
Baron  de  CarMidelet,  relative  to  the  occurrences 
■t  the  Natcbec,  between  theOoveinor,  Don  Man- 
ael  Gayoeo  de  Lemos,  and  the  CommiMioner  of 
the  United  3utes.  Mr.  Ellicoli ;  and  being 
rons,  at  this  tinte,  to  avoid  all  equirocaiioD 
the  substance  of  tnote  letters,  I  nave  determined 
to  communicaie  it  to  you  in  writing. 

By  the  2d  article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain,  .i. .. 
stipulated  that  th«  garrisons  which  are  found 
above  the  line  of  demarcation  agreed  on,  shall  be 
withdrawn.  Setting  out,  then,  with  Ibis  princi- 
ple, it  appears  that  the  first  operaiion  ought  to  be 
to  dnw  this  line,  in  order  to  know  which  were 
thegBTriBons  which  were  to  be  withdrawn, accord- 
ing to  the  Bilicie  cited ;  and,  although  the  Nat- 
chez and  some  other  Spanish  posts  are  probably 
litnated  above  the  said  line  of  demarcation,  tbi 
fomalily  and  delicacy  which  one  Oovemmen 
oves  to  another  required  that  Mr.  Eliicott  should 
Dot  pretend  to  take  possession  of  the  territory 
ODtil  the  said  demarcation  should  be  made,  and 
the  more  so,  as  he  had  been  informed  officially 
ihat  ihe  Spanish  engineer,  M.  Guillemard,  " 
already  on  nis  way  to  fulfil  this  part  of  bis 
ninion. 

Mr.  Eliicott,  not  attending  to  these  just  obser- 
vatioDS,  immediately  began  to  wound  the  feeling* 
<rfthe  Spanish  commander,  by  hoisting  the  Ame- 
rican flag  on  a  tenitorv  whicn  would  not  belong 
lo  the  United  Btatei  till  after  having  jointljr  made 
the  tsirftnomical  obMrvations  for  ascertaining  the 
course  of  the  line.  Not  content  with  ihi»,  he  be- 
an Id  exercise  an  authority  which  was  unlawful, 
for  the  same  reasons,  to  wit:  that  of  recruiting 
Tor  ihe'Uaited  States  in  a  place  which  was  then 
uader  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Spanish  Govero- 

Tbese  imprudences,  which  can  admil  of  no 
excQsr,  care  rise  to  a  personal  resentment,  from 
which  uere  is  lillle  to  hope  with  respect  to  bar- 
mony  between  those  Commissioners  in  futare. 

la  these  circumstances,  the  Qovetnor  General 
of  the  province,  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  made 
known  tbe  just  doubts  which  he  had  about  the 
delivray  of  the  posts,  since,  in  tbe  2d  article,  it  is 
not  stipulated  that  they  were  to  be  given  up,  and 
itseemi  that  it  could  never  have  been  the  inien- 
tionofHis  Catholic  Majesty  to  deliver  up  any 
foriifictiions  on  which  be  had  expended  great  . 
!uins  of  money,  and  which,  through  political  vicis- 
nt odes,  might,  perhaps,  be  one  day  prejudicial  k 
his  subjects.  In  this  situation,  prudence  required  i 
that  the  df  cision  of  this  doubtful  point  should  be  i.  . 
1^1  to  the  two  OovernmenU;  but  Mr.  Eliicott,  EsUdos. 
adding  impmdeDce  to  imprudence,  and  with  a  Me  causa  ignalmente  la  mayor  oomplacencia 
pteteit  which  a  quarrel  between  some  dtunken  |  el  testimonio  que  V.  8.  me  da  de  la  corbanidad' 
5th  Cor.— 100 


e  part 


sonat  resentment  which  exists  between  ! 
cott  and  Governor  Qayoso, desires  that  ther 
be  sent  to  command  the  detachment  of  Am 
troops  on  that  frontier,  a  man  of  judgment  and 
pmdence,  who,  in  such  delicate  ciTcums'tances, 
shall  set  with  moderaiion,  which  is  of  so  much 
importance  to  the  two  Government. 

This  is  what  1  have  had  the  honor  of  commu- 
nicating verbally  to  you,  sir,  in  my  last  confer- 
ence, and  I  repeat  it  now,  recommending  ir"  — 
particularly  thai  there  should  be  sent,  on  the 
of  the  United  States,  to  thai  frontier^  a  , 
prudence  and  sound  judgment,  leaving  to  Mr. 
Eliicott  [he  technical  part  only :  for,  while  he  acts 
as  principal,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  we  shall  not  see 
the  agents  of  the  two  Governments,  which  are 
interested,  proceed  with  thai  union  and  harmony 
which  is  ever  import  nt  to  us. 

I  repeat  sir.  my  wishes  of  obliging  yon,  and 
that  our  Lord  may  preserve  your  life  many  yeais. 

Yonr  most  obedient  lervant, 

CARLOS  M.  DB  YRUJO. 

Timothy  Pickerino,  Eh}.,  dec. 

No.  13- 

NOEVA  0B1.EAN8, 1  iVarzo,  1797. 

Mci  Semor  Mior  He  recibido  con muAa  tttia- 

facion  la  apreciable  de  V.  S.  de  27  Pebretn  paaado 

en  que  se  serve  patticiparme  su  arrivo  a  en  plaza 

con  el  caracter  ne  Comisario  por  los  Eatadoe  Uni- 

de  America  para  la  demarcacion  de  limitea 

entre  los  terriiorios  de  S.  M.  C.  y  los  de  los  dicluM 
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RtiatioM  wUh  Spain, 


J  atencioaes  que  ha  recivido  de  l03  comaodaDtes 
de  las  fuerlea,  quienes   han  corresponjido  a   Ids 

intenciones  del  gobierno,  a  mis  ordeuis, 


:s  de  la 


o  dudo  que 


pnacipiua  gen  era] 

en  quatquiera  oportuaidad 

aides  igual  y  reciproca  correspoDdeocia  de  pane 

de  loa  ciudadaDDs  de  las  Estados  Uoidos.     Dios 

dtc.    Belli,  de  V,  3.  Su  mas  a^t.  serv. 

EL  BARON  D£  CARONDELET. 
Don.  Amdbbw  Ellicott. 

No.  14. 
Eitnet  of  a  letter  rram  Winthn^  Sargent,  Esq.,  8«- 
cntuy  of  the  GaremitieDt  of  the  Northirefteni  Tei- 
riloij  to  the  Secrelaij  of  State,  daled 

Cincinnati,  June  3, 1797. 
General  WiLkiosoa  seadiog  oflf  ao  ezpress,  I 
seize  the  occasion  toiraascribe  for  yoa  lome  paia.' 
graphs  from  a  Wesiera  letter. 

''The    Spaniards   ate  reinfoTciog   their  upper 

Sals  on  the  Mississippi  coosiderably.  Qeneral 
oward,  ao  Irishman,  in  the  quality  of  Corn- 
man  der-m-c  hi  ef,  with  upwards  of  ihiee  faundied 
men.  arrived  at  St.  Louis,  and  is  employed  in 
erecting  very  formidable  works.  It  likewise  ap- 
pears, tntough  various  channels,  that  they  are  in- 
viting a  great  niimber  of  Indians  of  the  territory 
to  cross  ine  Mississippi,  and,  for  this  express  pur- 
pose, Mr.  Larromic,  an  officer  in  the  pay  of  (he 
Crown,  made  a  tour  Ihrough  ail  this  country  last 
Fall,  since  which  time  several  Indiana  have  been 
sent  on  the  same  errand,  and  generally  furnished 
with  plenty  of  cash  to  defray  their  expenses." 

"  A  large  party  of  Delawares  passed  down 
White  river,  about  the  6lb  of  May,  oil  their  way 
to  the  Spanish  side,  bearine  the  national  flag  of 
Spain  sent  ihem  from  St.  Louis." 

"  They  (the  Spaniards)  bave^  above  the  mouth 
of  the  Ohio,  ou  the  Mississippi,  several  rovr  gal- 
leys with  cannon." 

No.  15. 
Depabtment  or  State, 

PhUaddphia,  July  1, 1797. 
Sir  :  Your  note  of  the  19tb  of  ihe  last  month, 
alluding  to  the  suspicions  expressed  by  the  Span- 
ish Minister,  respecting  an  expedition  sugg^ested 
to  be  preparing  at  ihe  Lakes,  against  the  Spanish 
posls  in  Louisiana,  I  laid  before  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales,  who  received  great  satisfaction 
from  your  assurance  that  no  such  expedition  has 
been  or  is  intended  by  the  British  Oovernment. 

Will  you  permit  me  to  inquire  whether  you 
can  give  any  information  concerning  any  other 

Sroject  of  an  expedition  against  any  part  of  the 
(»ninion%  of  Spain  adjacent  to  the  territory  of 
the  United  Slates,  where  or  from  whence  any  co- 
operatioD  was  contemplated  1  I  am  aware  of  the 
delicacy  of  this  inquiry;  but  thefranknessof  your 
verbal  answer,  formerly,  relating  to  the  alleged 
expedition  from  Canada,  and  the  assurances  in 
your  note  above  mentioned,  lead  me  to  hope  that 
you  will  not  deem  the  present  inquiry  improper, 
and  the  proofs  you  hare  uniformly  given  of  re- 


spect to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  United 
Slates,  authorize  the  further  hope  that  you  will 
feel  yourself  at  liberty  to  communicate  any  in- 
formation you  may  possess,  which,  on  this  occa- 
sion, may  concern  their  tranquillity  and  welAre^ 
and  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  it  is  on  thii 
ground  only  that  I  would  make  the  inquiry.  I 
will  add,  however,  thai  it  is  not  the  result  of  sus- 
cion,  but  of  information,  (in  which  your  name 
introduced)  that  some  nrojeot  of  the  kind  has 
been  contemplated,  and  that  the  means  disposed 
to  carry  it  into  execution  could  not  but  be  highly 
detrimental  to  the  United  Slates.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c.  T.  PICKERING. 

Robert  Listok,  Esq.,  JGnvoy  ^. 

No.  16, 
R.  Liston  presents  his  respects  to  Colonel  Pick- 
ering, Secretary  of  Slate : 

I  have  bad  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of 
:stenlay.     Intheconrse  of lastWiotersoDiepet- 
oididBctually  propose  Id  me  a  plan  for  an  attack 
.  I  the  Florldas  and  the  other  possessions  of  Hit 
Catholic  Majesty  adjoining  to  the  territories  of  the 
United  States. 

The  general  ouiline  of  the  project  was,  that  the 
expedition  should  be  undertaken  by  a  British  force 
sent  by  sea,  and  seconded  by  a  number  of  men  res- 
ident within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  who, 
I  was  assured,  would  be  willing  to  join  the  King^ 
standard,  if  it  were  erected  on  the  Spanish  terri- 
tory. 

1  informed  the  projectors  that  I  could  not  give 
any  encouragement  to  a  plan  of  this  nature;  and 
I  particularly  stated  two  objections  to  it — the  im- 
propriety of  aay  measure  that  tended  to  a  viola- 
tion of  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States,  and 
■be  inhumanity  of  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  la- 
diana,  a  circumstance  hinted  at  in  the  coavent- 
tion  that  had  taken  place  on  the  subject.    ' 

I  conceived  it  to  be  my  duty,  however,  to  men- 
tion the  business  in  my  correspondence  vith  my 
superiors;  and  I  lately  received  an  aoswer,  ac- 
quainting me  that  His  Majesty's  Ministers  aid  not 
taink  proper  to  aive  any  countenance  to  the  (wfr 
ject.  The  two  objections  above  alluded  to,  (which 
I  had  of  course  insisted  on  in  my  report,)  are  stated 
sufficient  reasons  for  its  rejection. 

You  must  allow  me,  sir,  to  decline  entering 
into  any  further  particulars,  On  the  one  band 
because,  although  1  have  all  along  suspected  that 
the  per^tons  who  proposed  the  plan  to  me  ^'S''' 
not  improbably  be  employed  by  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain  to  endeavor  with  sinister  views  to 
insinuate  themselves  into  my  confidence,  yet,  » 
these  my  surmises  may  be  false,  I  should  not  be 
justified  in  betraying  the  secrets  of  men  who  may 
have  mean^me  well;  and,  on  the  other  hand, be- 
cause, however  loose  the  principles  of  these  specu- 
lator-i  may  have  been  on  the  subject  of  the  law  « 
nations,  (as  it  regards  the  duties  of  neDlrality,) 
none  of  them  in  their  intercourse  with.raa  ever 
expressed  sentiments  that  were  in  any  degree  hos- 
tile 10  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 
Pbiladbi-phia,  Jidy  3,  I7OT. 
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No.  17. 
Dbpaiithent  or  State, 

PhUadelp/iia,  April  27, 1797. 

Sir  -.  Tbia  week  I  received  your  letler  ezpreaa- 
ing  yoar  acceptance  of  [be  office  of  DIstricI  Atior- 
Il«y  for  Qeargifl.  I  was  gratified  by  the  informa- 
tioD  ;  and  hope  your  health  may  be  re -established 
and  enable  you  to  contioue  (o  hold  aod  exercise  it. 

Within  B.  few  days,  the  Spanish  Minister,  the 
Cberalier  d'Yrujo,  has  written  me  u  follows : 

''I  know  to  a  certainty,  that  the  English  have 
made  ptoposiiioDs  to  Qeoenil  Clarke,  of  Georffiai 
io  order  to  obtain  his  powerful  influence  in  tnai 
Stale,  in  conjunction  with  some  persons,  who 
migbt  make  a  diTersioa  or  serious  attack  agalDst 
Plorida ;  and,  I  doubt  not  that,  in  consequence  of 
this,  my  advice,  the  Executive  Governmeot  will 
take  suitable  steps  for  eSectually  prevetitiag  the 
rights  of  neutrality  being  infringed  by  Georgia, 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  possessions  of  the  King  my 

His  letter  has  been  laid  before  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales,  b^  whose  directi9i)  I  have  now 
to  desire  you  iiDmediaiely  to  inquire  into  the  fact 
asserted  by  the  Spsniah  Miuisler ;  and,  if  any  dis- 
covery shall  be  tnade  of  desiens  to  violate  our  neu- 
tral dalles,  and  especially  of  forming  an  expedi- 
tion against  the  territories  uf  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty, from  the  (erritorjr  of  the  United  States,  In 
defiance  of  their  laws,  and  particularly  of  the  act 
of  Congress  for  the  puoishmeal  of  crimes  against 
Ibe  United  States,  passed  on  the  5ch  June,  1794. 
that  you  will  take  the  most  prober  and  efTectual 
measnres  for  fmstrating  such  designs ;  and  if  the 
ame  shall  be  manifested  by  any  overt  acts.to  cause 
the  offendeTs  to  be  arrested  aua  secured,  that  they 
maybe  brought  to  condign  nunishmetit.  lade- 
peiidenlly  of  the  aid,  which,  if  necessary,  you  will 
require  of  the  Qovernor  of  Qeorgia,  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  federal  troops  in  that  State  will  be 
directed  by  the  Secretary  or  War  to  afford  you  all 
ibe  assistance  in  his  power. 

I  shall  be  obliged  by  your  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  this  letter,  and  by  a  communication  of 
the  result  of  your  inquiries  into  the  subject  of  it. 
1  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

Cbablbb  Jackson,  Esq.,  £H».  Alt's,  f'^- 

No.  18. 
Extract  of  >  letter  frma  Chartw  Jackvon,  Esq^  Dis- 
tract Attorney  of  Georgia,  to  the  Seeretaij  of  Slats, 
dated, 

Savannah,  Mai/  22, 1797. 
Sir:  Tour  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  I  had  the 
honor  to  receive  some  few  days  padL  It  has  re- 
mained unanswered  until  the  present  moment, 
tbat  I  might  enable  myself  to  ascertain  whether 
or  oni  the  snspicions  entertained  by  the  Spanish 
Minuter,  respecting  General  Clarke,  as  expressed 
io  yam  letter,  were  well  founded.  I  have  made 
diligent  inquiry,  and  cannot  find  any  person  here 
tbat  knows  anything  of  the  business,  or  that  enter 
tains  >  belief  of  the  liind.  Clarke  was  cooCErned 
in  a  former  expedition  against  the  Floridas,  in 


conjunction  with  the  French,  and  it  is  possible 
from  this  circumstance,  that  he  is  again  suspected 
He  is  a  man  of  strong  passions,  of  warm  partial- 
ties  for  the  French, and  violent  ant^atbies  10  the 
English.  From  these  citcumstances,  and  from 
the  matter  being  unknown  to  the  citizens  here,  I 
am  led  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  report  altogether. 
It  might  not  be  improper  to  add,  that  he  is  far 
from  oeins  the  man  of  influence  suggested  by  the 
Spanish  Minister.  But  should  it  happen,  contrary 
to  my  expectation,  that  Clarke  should  be  daring 
enough  to  attempt  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  by  accepting  a  commissioD,  as  has  been 
mentian«],  no  exertions  shall  be  wanting  on  my 
part  to  bring  him  to  punishment,  and,  should  it  be 
necessary,  rshall  direct  the  Marshal  to  call  to  his 
aid  the  federal  troops..  But"!  have  no  doubt,  on 
my  own  part,  but  the  civil  authority  has  sufficient 
strength  Id  this  State  to  carry  into  effect  the  laws 
of  the  Union. 


RoTTESDAM,  JMoyQ,  1797, 
DeabSib:  Although  in  the  postscript  to  the 
original  and  quadruplicate  of  No.  15.  forwarded 
to-day,  I  have  mentioned  the  latest  intelligence; 
yet,  as  I  find  that  the  schooner  Mary,  of  Boston, 
Captain  Hall,  is  to  sail  from  this  port  to-morrow, 
I  beg  leave  to  mention  again,  that  a  summary  of 
some  of  (he  articles  of  the  preliminaries  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  between  France  and  the  Empe- 
ror arrived  here  ibis  morning,  -'The  Emperor 
cedes  Beligum  to  the  French  Republic  ;  he  recog- 
nises the  independence  of  the  Republic  of  Lom- 
bardy;  be  admits  the  eiteusion  of  the  French 
boundaries,  to  the  limits  prescribed  by  their  Con- 
stitution and  taws."  Therefore,  the  Meuse,  and 
not  the  Rhine,  is  to  be  the  boundary.  BDnaparte|s 
flanks  and  rear  were  threatened  when  the  prelimi- 
naries were  agreed  upon.  The  Austriaos  had  re- 
covered the  Tyrol,  Friuii,  and  Trieste." 

I  received  accounts  to-day  that  the  Joliana, 
from  Norfolk,  io  Virginia,  is  taken  and  carried  into 
Havre,  and  that  the  Juno,  Rainbow,  and  Char- 
lotte, all  three  from  Charleston,  and  the  Hebe, 
from  Savannah,  are  captured  and  carried  into 
Nantz,  and,  in  all  probability ,  will  be  condemned 
for  want  of  a  roU  tPequipage.  certified  by  a  public 
officer,  agreeably  to  the  regulations  prescribed  by 

I  enclosed  you  in  No.  15,  (the  original  of  which 
1  sent  by  Captain  Simpson,  of  the  Republican,  via 
Baltimore,  the  duplicate  by  Captain  Goodrich,  of 
the  Lydia,  via  New  York ;  the  triplicate  by  Cap- 
tain Harnngioo,  of  the  Eliza,  to  Philadelphia,) 
and  the  quadruplicate  to  the  care  of  Mr.  King ; 
copies  of  Citizen  Merlin's  letter  to  Mr.  Skipwitlt, 
Consul  General  at  Paris  in  which  he  says  that 
when  we  become  just  and  grateful,  and  break  our 
incredible  treaty  with  England,  France  will  de- 
sist from  her  present  conduct  with  respect  to  lu. 
1  refer  you  to  the  copies  transmitted  as  above,  for 
the  particulars  of  this  curious  letter.  It  is  now 
published  as  official  in  the  Redacteur. 

Major  Mountfloreoce  infonus  me  by  the  letter 
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receWeJ  lo-day,  "  that  he  bad  drawQ  a  reply  to  it, 
but  that  it  had  been  judged  not  proper  to  be  sent ; 
but  that,  in  li«l  thereof,  it  had  been  proposed  to 
inforDi  the  Minister  by  a  short  note,  that  persisting 
in  the  former  reclamationB,  and  not  authorized  by 
the  GovemmeDt  of  the  United  States  to  enter  into 
a  formal  diplomatic  discussion  on  [he  subject 
therein  mentioned,  a  copy  of  this  letter  of  the  4ih 
Ftoreal,  (April  21,)  should  he  traosmitied  to  our 
Secretary  of  State."  I  remain,  with  zreat  ri- 
q«ct,&c.,  CHAS.  C.  PINCOEY. 

.      Col.  PicKERiNO,  Secretary  ofSlaie. 


Of  theSeei«(»i7of  Wu  tothePrsBdaDt  ofthe  (Jnil«d 
StMef,  Meompanjing  tha  Menage  of  Jnlj  S,  1707 
War  OmcE,  June  20,  1797. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  respect- 
fully to  report  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  the  annexed  extracts  of  letters  frotn  Briga- 
dier G^Deral  Wilkinson  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Hamtramck,  relative  to  certain  causes  which  may 
bave  affected  the  disposition  of  the  Indians  on  the 
Western  frontiers;  also  eilracts  of  des^tches  to 
Brigadier  General  Wilkinson  and  Captain  Quion, 
respecting  the  conduct  to  be  observed  by  the  latter 
officer,  on  hia  arrival  at  the  Nntchez  and  Walnut 
Hilts,  with  copies  of  a  correspondence  between 
His  Excellency  Maouel  Gayoso  de  Lemos  and 
Lieutenant  Piercy  Pope,  of  the  corps  of  arlille- 
lists  and  engineers,  and  commandant  of  the  ad- 
vanced guard  of  the  troops  of  ibe  United  Slates, 
destined  to  take  possession  of  those  posts,  which 
exhibit  the  reasons  [hat  had  prevented  his  re- 
ceiving them. 

The  Secreti 

from  William  Blount,  Senator  frotn  the  Siaie  of 
Tennessee,  (the  original  of  which  is  believed  to 
be  in  his  hand  writ  ins,)  addressed  to  James  Carey, 
Interpreter  to  ifae  Cherokee  nation,  and  assistant 
to  the  Indian  factory  at  Teltico,  iu  Tennessee, 
who  had  received  it,  and  which  had  since  come  to 
the  hands  of  the  principal  of  that  factory. 

JAMES  McHENRY. 

nTI. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretar;  of  War  to  Bri- 
gadier General  Jamei  WilkiHin,  i»ted 

'■  W*R  Office,  June  9, 1797. 

"Yenterday  the  Secretary  of  Stale  received  let- 
ters from  Mr.  Ellicott,  by  which  it  would  appear 
that  scruples  on  ihe  part  of  Governor  Giayoso  had 
retarded  the  evacuation  of  the  posts. 

"These  scruples  or  objections  are,  1st:  That,  in 
his  opinion,  the  forts  ought  to  be  demolished. 
3d :  That  he  thought  it  necessary  to  continue  hia 
farce  in  that  quarter  till  the  claims  of  S^nish 
mbjectx  to  lands  should  be  adjusted  by  negotiation. 

"  As  to  the  first,  our  ofiieer  may  be  insirucled  to 
agree  to  the  demolition  of  the  works,  if  instiled  on. 
As  to  the  second,  he  will  assure  the  Governor  that 
he  is  authorized  to  say  that  no  person  shall  he  dis- 
turbed in  hi*  possession  or  properly,  till  an  oppor- 


tunity has  been  afforded  to  apply  to  Congress,  and 
that  they  may  rely  upon  tbeu-  claims  Being  ad- 
justed upon  the  most  equitable  jHinciiJes. 

'■It  is  to  be  presumed,  that  on  receiving  these 
xplanatioDs,  the  Spaniah  garrisons  will  be  with- 
Irawn.  If,  however,  contrary  to  expectation,  this 
should  not  happen,  our  officer  is  to  take  a  secure 
position,  hut  not  so  near  them  as  to  give  any 
cause  to  the  Spanish  garrisons  to  apprehend  insnlt 

No.  2. 

Eitnet  of  a  letter  from  the  Seeretaiy  of  Wsj  to  Ctp- 

tatn  Isaac  Quion,  commanding  a  detsdunent  of  Ibe 

troop*  6r  Ihe  United  States,  deatined  forth*  Kstcba. 

"War Office,  June  10, 1797. 
"  I  enclose  you  a  daplicate  of  my  letter  to  Bri- 
gadier General  Wilkinson,  of  yesterday's  date,  for 
government,  in  case  he  should  have  left  Fort 
ihington,  or  by  any  accident  be  prevented 
from  commnnicalitLg  to  you  the  contents. 

"  Having  a  perfect  reliance  on  your  prudence 
and  judgment!  I  cannot  doubt  but  your  comnumd 
~'ll  prove  satisfactory  to  yourself,  and  advautage- 
s  10  Ihe  United  Slates." 

No.  3. 


War  OrncE,  June  15, 1797. 
"  Should  thi»  despatch  find  you.  where  I  expect 
it  will,  at  the  Natchez,  and  the  Spanish  garrison 
still  in  possession  of  the  works  at  that  place,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  lose  no  time  in  commiiDicaling 
to  the  commanding  officer  there,  the  enclosed  copy 
of  a  Message  (June  12. 1797)  from  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales  to  Congre5S,and  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Natchez,  its  contents,  that  both  maybe 
fully  possessed  of  the  intentions  of  GoveinmeDt. 
You  will  also  inform  the  Spanish  commandant 
that  you  are  instructed  to  pay  the  strictest  atten- 
tion to  the  engagements  the  United  Slates  have 
entered  into  by  the  treaty  wiih  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty:—to  permit  the  demolition  of  the  works ;  to 
use  your  utmost  endeavors  to  preserve  a  continu- 
ance of  the  pacific  disposilions  of  the  Indinns 
within  onr  limits  towards  the  subjects  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  or  his  Indians ;  and  to  prevept 
their  commencing  hostilities  (of  which  there  is 
no  appearance)  against  either,  conformably  'o  the 
fifth  article  of  the  said  treaty.  That  you  flatter 
yourself,  after  these  candid  assurances,  that  yi 
will  have  the  immediate  pleasure  to  announce  to 
Ihe  President  a  fuU compliance  with  ihe  treaiyon 
the  part  of  the  commander  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty's forces  within  the  United  Stales." 

No.  4 

Gxtrtcl  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  Generd  Jmat*  ^'^ 

kinion  to  the  Becretary  of  War,  received  SSd  uulM"' 

Fort  WiBHritoTOS,  June  S,  i^^■ 

Lieutenant  Col.  Howard,  of  the  regiment  of 

lisiana,  an  accomplished  irishman,  has  arrtveo 


Louisiana,  an  accomplished  irishman. 


.dbyGoogle 


3145 


APPENDIX. 


Jieiation*  v>ith  Spam. 


at  Se.  Louis  with  four  hundred  regular  iroops; 
he  is  strenKtheoing  ibe  works  of  ibat  place,  and 
organiziog  the  militia;  audi  hare  iafonaalioD, 
through  a.  coufidenlial  chanoel,  that  it  was  deler- 
atioeiT  ax  early  as  September  last,  tiot  to  gire  up 
Ibe  posts  oa  the  Missusiiqti.'' 

No.  5. 
Extnet  of  ■  lettvr  boat  Brigadier  Genenl  Jamei  Wil- 

kiiwui  to  the  Secratu;  of  War,  raceind  tSd  inatant, 

dated 

Port  Wahhinqton,  June  4,  1797. 

"Letters  from  all  quarters  aunounce  the  dis- 
conteois  and  mEiiacing  aspect  of  the  sa  vases;  two 
vhite  men  have  been  recently  murdered  on  tbe 
Obio,  below  the  Cumberland,  and  the  savages  be- 
yond the  Mississippi,  and  those  who  pas-i  Massac, 
make  no  hesitatloa  to  avow  their  purpose  of  war ; 
the  Shawoese,  at  the  old  Tawa  lowns,  are  our 
nearest  neighbors — they  profess  friendship,  but  are 
making  no  preparations  for  a  croji,  which  is  a 
certain  indication  of  their  intention  to  chaoge 

"  The  enclosed  eitract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel 
Haniirantch  is  corroborated  by  information  from 
Easkaskias,  St.  Vincennes,  and  Massac. 

'*  At  the  same  time,  Colonel  Howard  is  strength- 
ening hb  works  at  St.  Louis,  and  organizing  tbe 
miiiiia,  who  are  taken  into  pay  at  nine  dollars 


mth." 


No.  6. 
Extract  trf'  a  lettsr  frODi  Ljentanant  Cirfonel  Hamtnlnck 
to  Bhf  adier  General  Junes  Wilkiiuoa,  dated 
Dbthoit,  May  21, 1797. 

"The  departure  of  the  fourth  regiment,  and 
now  the  artillery,  makes  us  very  weak ;  it  has  re- 
duced our  guards  from  officer's  guards  lo  non-com- 
missioned officer's,  and  OUT  strength  does  not  admit 
of  three  relierea. 

"1  have  had,  for  a  long  tiiae  past,  a  lar^  num- 
ber of  Indians;  I  do  not  know  well  their  inten- 
tions, but  I  think  it  would  be  prudent  not  to 
weaken  the  garrison  more  than  it  is;  and  I  am 
pretty  snre  that  both  the  French  and  the  Span- 
iards have  emifsaries  amon^  the  Indians.  I  hare 
it  from  indubitable  autboriiy,  ibat  a  large  belt 
from  the  Spaniards  is  now  travelling  through  the 
different  nations." 

No.  7. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lientenant  Piercy  Pope  to  the 

Sacretaiy  tai  the  Department  of  War,  received  SBih 

June,  dated 

Camp,  May  9, 1797. 

Sib:  [  arrired  at  the  Walnut  Hills  on  tbe  13th 
(tf  last  month.  Previous  to  my  arrival  at  that 
place,  orders  were  lodged  with  the  commandaal 
of  that  post  not  to  suffer  my  troops  lo  come  any 
lower  down  until  further  orders.  At  this  1  re- 
mained for  eiflht  or  ten  days,  when  I  received  a 
letter  from  (£>vemor  Gayoso,  informiog  me  that 
he  should  be  happy  lo  see  myself  and  detachment 
arrive.    I  immediatety  embarked  all  my  troop*. 


and  moved  on  to  Natchez,  at  which  place  I  ar- 
rived the  24th  April,  was  received  extremely  weU, 
and  everything  appeared  to  go  perfectly  right  for 


ildays;  tbe  evacuation  appeared  lobegoing 
on  with^eat  lile,  when,  all  at  once^  the  military 
stores  were  immediately  ordered  back,  their  troqps 


busily  engaged  all  nieht  taking  back  and  remount- 
ing tne  cannon.  This  kind  of  conduct,  I  assure 
you,  appeared  and  still  appears  strange;  they  are 
strengthening  the  garrison  here,  detachments  of 
troops  daily  artiving;  the  whole  of  which  are,  both 
day  and  night,  working  and  fortiryiog  themselvea; 
1  cannot  say  against  what.  Reinforcements  are 
daily  going  up  to  the  Walnut  Hills,  for  no  other 
purpose  but  ■irengtheoing  that  place.  The  mili- 
tia is  ordered  to  be  embodied — this,  however,  i*  a 
report,  though  I  believe  a  very  juiil  one,  wbieh 
has  alarmed  the  inhabitants  extremely,  who  are 
respectable  and  numerous.  1  am  aisa  iaformed, 
this  evening,  that  what  is  called  the  Mexican  regi- 
ment are  now  on  their  way  to  garrison  tbis  place 
and  the  Walnut  Hills.  There  liave  been  several 
attempts  made  to  draw  on  the  Indians  upon  my 
troops.  I  have  fully  a.'Certaiaed  this  fticl,  and 
demanded  of  the  Qovernor  to  have  a  principal 
actor  immediately  brought  lo  punisbment,  or  sent 
out  of  tbe  country.  He  has  been  sent  for,  and  is 
now  on  hoard  of  one  of  the  galleys,  which  is  now 
about  descending  the  river. 

No.  8. 
Don  Manuel  Gajoao  de  Lemoi  lo  Lieutenant  Pope. 
Natobez,  March  25,  1797. 
Sir  :  By  Mr.  Philip  Minor  I  am  informed  that 
you  was  preparing  to  come  down  the  Mississippi 
to  take  possession  of  tbe  posts  on  the  east  bank  of 
this  river,  to  the  north  of  31  degrees  latitude.  Not 
long  ^o,  Qen.  Wayne  sent  a  message  to  Baron  C«- 
rondeHt,  Qeneral-in-chief  of  this  province,  inqui- 
ring when  it  would  be  convenient  and  agreeabla 
to  him  to  order  the  said  posts  to  be  evacuated. 
His  excellency  the  Baron  has  answered,  and  the 
answer  cannot  yet  have  prod'iced  the  determina- 
tion you  have  taken  to  anticipate  tbe  time  ap- 
pointed. Depending  on  the  friendly  arrangements 
that  the  two  Gtenerals  had  entered  into,  neither 
Nogales  or  ihis  place  is  yel  evacuated,  though  the 
necessary  steps  are  taken  to  verify  it  within  one 
month ;  therefore,  I  request  that  you  will  encamp 
your  trooiw  in  the  &rst  convenient  place  on  either 
bank  of  this  river,  nigh  the  place  where  this  may 
be  delivered  to  you,  by  my  aldjutant.  Captain  Ste- 

5 hen  Minor.  J  shall  wita  pleasure  see  your  coq- 
eacenaion.  as  this  will  be  a  proof  of  the  good 
harmony  tnat  subsists  between  our  nations,  which 
is  more  particularly  recommended  to  os  by  the 
King.  The  presence  of  the  troops  of  the  United 
States,  while  the  evacuation  of  tbis  place  is  car- 
rying ouj  would  have  an  appearance  of  compnl- 
sion,  which  would  not  be  decent  to  the  decorom 
due  to  his  Catholic  Majesty,  when  so  intimately 
allied  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

As  loon  as  tbe  military  stores  are  embarked,  I 
shall  do  myselftbe  honor  to  acquaint  yon  with  it, 
and  then  will  be  very  happy  to  sm  you  her«,  and 
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to  be  peTsooally  acquainied  with  you.  I  am,  with 
the  hiffheat  consifferalion.  sir,  Ac. 

M.  GAY080  DE  LEMOS. 
Captain  Pope. 

No.  9. 
Don  Manuel  GajOM  dc  LeutM  to  Lieutenant  Pop«. 
Natchez,  Apnl  1,  1797. 
Sib:  Since  I  addressed  you  by  Major  Minor,  I 
have  received  orders  from  bis  Excellency  Baron 
Carondelel,  Geoeral-inchief of  this  province,  to 
suspend  the  evacuation  of  the  posts  within  my 

ensdiction,  until  our  Court  has  settled  with  the 
nited  States  of  America  some  difficulties,  which 
can  be  levelled  only  by  our  respective  Ministers. 
Theperfectpeaceand  harmony  subsisting;  bet weer 
the  two  nations  do  not  allow  us  to  doubt  but  wi 
sball  shortly  receiTe  intelligence  concerning  thi 
results  of  this  suspension.  Ii  is  my  duty  to  in 
form  you  of  this  circumstaoce,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  offer  you  any  assistance  that  you  may  be 
inneedof  at  the  Walnut  Hills,  and  give  you  every 
proofof  our  disposition  to  keep  up  a  good  under- 
standing and  sincere  friendship  with  the  United 
States. 

Notwithstanding  I  have  already  given  the  i 
cessary  orders  to  the  commandaDt  of  that  post 
prepare    convenient    accommodations    for   yc 
troops,]  reiterate  them  by  this  opportunity;  tieing 
aoxiDUs  that  you  may  meet  with  every  possible 
conveniency  at  that  place.    I  am,  with  consider- 

'      '       '      M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 
Pie  ROT  8.  Pope,  Esq. 

Commmding  Officer,  Walmtl  IHIU. 


Walhut  HiLLB,  April  13,  1797. 

Sib:  1  have  this  morning,  with  attention,  pe- 
rused  two  letters  from  Governor  Gayoso,  men- 
tioning a  message  from  General  Wayne  to  Baron 
Carondelet,  General- in- chief  of  this  province, 
know  when  it  would  be  convenient  to  him 
have  the  posts  evacuated.    I  could  not  know 
anticipate  the  answer  to  General  Wayne's  m 
sage;  Out  on  my  arrival  at  Fort  Mauac,  was  in- 
fonned  by  the  commanding  officer  at  that  place 
that  the  posts  were  ready  to  be  evacuated.    A^ee- 
ably  to  my  orders,  and  in  consequence  of  this  in- 
formation, I  am  now  coming  forward  with  my 
detachment,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  possession 
of  (he  lowest  post  on  the  Mississippi — the  Nat- 
chez post. 

It  is  my  wish,  as  well  as  that  of  the  United 
States,  to  promote  harmony  and  a  friendly  ex- 
change of  good  offices  between  the  United  States 
and  the  subjects  of  His  Most  Catholic  Majesty. 
I  am,  with  respect.  &£. 

PIERCY  8.  POPE,  Lieut.  AjiHiery, 
Commanding  U.  State*'  troops,  MiMtMippi. 

Capt&in  BoBaoARD, 

Commanding  Officer,  Walma  HiiU. 


No.  11. 

LienL  Piercy  8.  Pope  to  Don  Muiuel  GayoMi  de  Lusol 
Walnut  Hills,  Aprii  15, 1797. 

Sib:  Yonr  letter  of  the  25th  of  March,  and  the 
other  of  the  1st  instant,  were  both  delivered  me 
by  the  commanding  officer  at  Nogales  yesterday. 
'    ras  extremely  sorry  that  my  indisposition  was 

:h  as  prevented  an  answer.  I  am  not  acquaint' 
ed  with  the  circuioslanceof  General  Wayne  haV' 
ing  sent  a  message,  inquiring  when  it  would  be 
convenient  to  evacuate  the  posts.    1  am  unac- 

?uainted  with  the  answer  to  tills  inquiry,  nor  did 
anticipate  the  time  appointed  for  their  delivery; 
for  the  first  infoTmation  received  by  me  on  this 
subject  was  at  Fort  Massac,  which,  togelher  with 
my  orders  of  instruction,  induced  me  to  suppose  a 
delay  for  receiving  the  posts  would  be  Improper. 
I  have,  agreeably  to  your  request,  encamped  my 
troops  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  imme- 
diately above  Negates.  I  assure  yoo  it  is  wilh 
pleasure  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  polite  treu- 
ment  and  attention  my  troops  have  received,  since 
their  arrival  at  Ibis  pUce,  from  the  commandant ; 
and  rest  assured  that  nothing  shall  be  wanlioe  on 
my  part  to  cultivate  that  present  inteiesting  nar- 
mony  which  is  between  the  two  nations.  No- 
thing will  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  be  per- 
sonEUly  acquainted  wilh  you,  when  convenieoce 
will  permit.  I  am,  wilh  the  highest  respect,  dtc. 
PIERCY  S.  POPE,  Lieut.  ArtiUtn/, 
Commanding  U.  Statea^  troop*.  Miuiutpl^ 

No.  12. 
Don  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lenoi  to  LieuL  Piany  8.  toft. 
Natchez,  April  17, 1797, 

Sir:  By  the  commandant  of  that  post  1  am  In- 
formed of  your  arrival  there,  with  the  troops  under 
yourcommaodj  and  he  has  also  sent. me  the  tet- 
ter that  you  wrote  to  him,  acknowledging  the  re- 
ception of  my  two. 

The  particular  reasons  that,  for  the  present, 
have  suspended  the  evacuation  of  the  pests,  do 
not  affect  the  treaty  in  any  other  respect;  snd 
these  will  soon  be  settled  between  His  Catholic 
Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  they 
being  of  a  nature  that  only  wants  an  eipUnaiion: 
therefore,  it  has  l^een  my  most  earnest  wish  to 
keep  the  seiilements  in  peace  and  quiet  until  ibat 
political  change  takes  pbce. 

As  1  expected  yon  mi^t  come  down  before  an 
information  of  this  incident  could  teach  you,  I 
provided  the  most  convenient  barracks  tnst  I 
could  for  your  troops  at  that  post,  wishing  to  show 
the  United  States  the  greatest  attention  to  their 
troops ;  and,  in  consequence  of  this  disposition, 
having  conferred  with  the  Hon.  Andrew  Ellicott, 
we  have  agreed  that  you  should  remove  to  this 
place,  to  encamp  In  its  vicinity,  where  yoo  may 
be  assisted  with  everything  more  conveniently. 
By  this  opportunity,  I  forward  the  correspondent 
orders  to  tne  commandant  of  that  post,  who  will 
do  everything  necessary  to  facilitate  and  expedite 
your  descent,  which  I  hope  will  be  speedy,  ai  I 
flatter  myself  with  the  prospect  of  much  satiifac- 
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tioTt  in  fotming  your  acquaiatance.    I  have  thi 
^ODOt  to  be.  &c. 

M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 
P.  S.  Pope,  Esq. 

No.  ]3. 
Don  Manuel  OayoMde  LcniM  to  LisntPien^B.  Pope. 
Natchez,  May  1,  1797. 

Sib  t  I  hare  the  honoT  to  acqaaint  you  thai  ihi 
CommaDder  General  of  (his  province  desirei  mi 
to  inform  you  that  His  Majesty's  Envoy  in  thi 
United  Stales  has  given  him  the  intelligence  of 
an  attack  proposed  against  our  part  of  the  111:' 
by  the  British,  from  Canada;  and  as  such  ai 
pedition  cannot  take  place  -without  passing  through 
the  territory  of  the  United  Slates,  said  Envoy  did 
(fficially  communicate  what  was  necessary  to  (he 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States.  r«]uiriQg 
that  coDveuienl  orders  should  he  issued  to  have 
iheir  territory  respected  and  provided  for  iheir 
own  safety ;  which  we  doubt  not  but  the  United 
States  will  acquiesce  to,  in  consequence  of  the 
Ueaty  and  the  good  harmony  (hat  suDsist  between 
ike  United  S(ate3  of  America  and  His  Majesty. 

The  said  Commander  General  of  this  province, 
in  consequence  of  the  foregoing  information,  finds 
himself  under  (he  necessity  of  putting  iu  a  state 
of  defence  several  points  or  this  river,  and  partic- 
alarly  Nocales  to  cover  Lower  Louisiana,  and  in 
case  the  British  should  succeed  in  their  projects 
against  Illinois  i  for  which  purpose  a  convenient 
force  shall  he  aeol  to  Nogales  to  repair  and  defend 
that  post,  which,  far  from  being  against  (he  inter- 
est of  the  Unital  Slates  of  America,  will,  in  case 
of  being  agreed  to,  leave  the  military  post  in  tha( 
state  wbich  it  may  be  found. 

As  this  is  a  powerful  reason,  in  addition  to  those 
that  offered  before,  to  suspend  the  evacuation  of 
these  posts,  and  of  running  the  line,  as  our  atten- 
tion is  entirely  drawn  towards  the  defence  of  the 
prorioce,  the  said  Cora  man  der  General  orders  me 
to  pBM  to  you  this  official  communication  ;  and, 
inconsequence  of  the  unavoidable  delay,  to  re- 
peat to  you,  in  his  name,  the  proposal  ofremain- 
ing  here,  to  ^  down  to  Lower  Louisiana,  or  as 
lie  thinks  might  be  preferable,  (o  remove  to  Villa 
Gayoso,  where  there  are  sufficient  building  lo  ac- 
commodate both  you  and  your  troops ;  (his  insjn- 
mlion  being  an  effect  of  the  desire  we  have  to 
show  every  degree  of  consideration,  as  a  proof  of 
our  disposttioD  to  improve  (he  friendship  between 
our  nations,  assuring  you  that,  in  any  part  that  you 
should  determine  lo  remove  ur  stay,  the  Com- 
mander General  of  (his  province  will  faciiilate 
every  conveniency  in  his  power  for  your  satisfac- 
tion.   [  iiave  the  honor  (o  be,  &c., 

M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 

Captain  P.  S.  Pope. 

No.  14. 

LianC  Vmej  8.  Pope  to  DonM.  Gayoao  de  Leotoa. 

Camp,  May  2, 17S7. 

8iB :  Tour  letter  of  yesterday  was  delivered  me 

by  your  AdJDiant,  Capt.  S.  Minor.  The  Governor 


General  has,  as  appears  from  your  letter  to  me, 
requested  (hat  I  should  be  informed  of  a  proposed 
attack,  on  70ur  part  of  (he  Illinois  country,  by  the 
British  force  of  Canada,  and  tha(  such  an  expedi- 
tion cannot  take  place  without  passing  through 
the  territorv  of  the  United  States.  I  have  not  a 
doubt  but  that  the  United  States  have  made  such. 
arrangements  as  will  secure  to  (hem  the  respect 
due  the  nation ;  and  that,  at  (he  same  (ime,  every 
prenaration  has  been  made  to  carry  into  effect, 
with  firmness  the  late  treaty  between  His  Moat 
Catholic  Majesty  and  the  United  States, 

The  second  part  of  vour  Iet(er  more  pardcular- 
ly  concerns  me,  as  a  longer  delay  of  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  Walnut  Hill*  and  Natchez  I  caoDOt 
possibly  consider  in  any  o(her  light  than  an  indi- 
rect violation  of  the  la(e  treaty. 

The  landing  of  any  troops  for  the  purpose  of 
fortifying  or  reioforcing  Nogales,  or  any  other  post 
above  a  due  east  and  west  line,  lo  be  drawn  33 
mio.  and  46sec.  south  of  Mr.  Ellicott's  present 
encampment  will  be  highly  improper,  and  no 
doab(  considered  as  a  direct  attack  on  the  honor 
of  the  United  Stales,  as  well  as  the  liberties  of  the 
citizens,  and  an  invasion  of  a  pan  of  our  territory ; 
there  being  no  war  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  (he  latter  Power  would  have  every 
reason  of  complaint,  should  such  a  measure  be 
suffered.  I  now  proceed  to  the  third  and  last  part 
of  your  letter,  and  cannot  suppose  the  reasons  of- 
fered for  a  longer  deieniion  of  ihe  posts  within 
(he  United  States,  and  running  the  line,  sufficient. 
The  foriifj^in^  or  remaining  in  force  against  yoor 
enemies  within  the  territory  of  the  Umted  States, 
when  holding  the  oppo^ile  side  of  the  Mississippi, 
where  you  may,  witn  equal  ease^  oppose  your  ene- 
mies, may  be  productive  of  disagreeable  conse- 
quences to  both  our  nations. 

1  have  the  honor  to  return  you  my  sincere 
thanks  for  your  friendship  and  polite  attention  to 
myself  and  troops,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  in- 
form you  that  my  present  eligible  situaiion  super- 
sedes the  necessity  of  a  removal.  I  am,  wilb  due 
respect,  &e., 

PIERCY  a.  POPE,  lAeut.  ArtiOery, 
Commanding  U.  Slates^  troops,  Miaawippi. 

No.  15. 

Don  Manuel  Oayoeo  de  Lemoi  to  Lisntenaat  Pien^ 
S.  Fi^,  dated 

Natchez,  Maifi,  1797. 

Sib  :  Yesterday,  by  Lieutenant  John  McClary, 

received  your  aoawer  to  my  communication  ot 

(he  day  befoie.     I  am  sorry  to  find  the  cons(rue- 

(ion  you  give  (0  such  an  official  communication, 

which  leaves  no  room  of  doubt. 

The  project  of  an  at(ack  from  the  British  in 
Canada  is  positive;  and,  in  consequence  thereof, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Commander  General  of  this 
province  to  oppose  it  by  every  means  in  his  power, 
though  the  prooability  is  that  they  will  not  he  able 
to  carry  their  plan  into  execution,  as  we  rely  on 
the  friendship  of  (he  United  Sla(es,  who  cer(ainly 
will  no(  rolun(arily  permi(  such  an  armed  force 
to  pass  through  their  territory,  to  attack  the  do- 
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mimons  of  His  Majesty  ;  but  as,  when  such  an 
expeditioo  was  proposed,  the,  British  hoew  very 
well  that  to  accomplUh  it  they  must  -necessarily 
pass  tbrough  the  terriiory  of  the  Uoiled  States, 
they  have  certain!^  bad  ii  in  view  either  to  jmss 
the  posts  by  surprise,  or  soiae  other  combLnaCion 
that  secured  to  them  the  means  of  reaching  lUi 
Dois.  It  is  to  prevent  the  effect  of  such  an  eveol 
that  the  said  Commander  Greneral  takes  every 
measure  to  obstrocc  their  success  at  their  first  ap- 

S roach,  or  a  continuance  of  it,  if  fortune  should 
Ivor  them  io  Upper  Louisiana, 
We  are  lar  from  actice  in  a  manner  so  as  to 
alter  the  good  understanoing  that  happily  subsists 
between  our  uations.  Political  reasons  have  caus- 
ed a  suspensioa  of  the  evacuation  of  these  posts — 
reasons  that  are  to  be  settled  Ministerially,  and 
that  are  out  of  mv  line  to  coniravert.  My  duty  is 
to  comply  with  t£e  superior  orders  of  my  General- 
iu-chief,  which  are  positively  to  keep  the  best 
harmony  wi[h  you,  and  attend  to  every  other  ab- 
ject concerning  the  safety  of  this  province. 

There  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and  His 
Majesty  will  not  take  place  in  every  point  i  the 
delay,  experienced  with  regard  lo  one  part  of  it,  is 
not  a  violation  of  the  treaty,  and  is  only  referred 
to  the  regular  Ministerial  procedure,  which,  when 
■eitled,  will  be  exactly  complied  with;  in  the 
meanwhile,  no  alteration  can  lake  place,  nor  can 
any  part  of  His  Majesty's  dominions  be  consider- 
ed aiienated,  delivered  iu  a  Eolemn  and  regular 
manner ; 'and.  until  [hat  period,  the  domiaion  of 
His  Majesty  does  not  cease. 

The  communicBtioQ  that  the  Commander  Qeo- 
eral  of  this  province  has  ordered  me  to  impart  to 
you,  is  a  sinking  proof  of  the  goorl  understanding 
that  he  is  desirous  to  cultivate,  by  informing  you 
of  an  important  circumstance  that  concerns  both 
our  nationSj  without  expecting  thai  you  would 
oiFerany  objections  to  the  indispensable  disposi- 
tions thai  he  finds  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the 

As 


Jour  answer  is  of  a  nature  that  require 
tate  communication  of  it  to  my  Gen 


the 
immediate  communication  of  it  to  my'General- 
in-chief,  I  request  you  to  inform  me  further,  if  you 
have  positive  orders  to  make  the  objections  that 
JOU  have  signiGed  lo  me,  as  it  must  necessarily 
mfiueoce  the  conduct  of  the  King  my  master  to- 
wards the  United  States  of  America ;  and  as, 
likewise,  this  is  a  necessary  step  to  justify  that  I 
have  not  been  negligent  in  requiring  this  import- 
ant intelligence.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 
M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS, 
Brig.  Gen.and  Governor  of  NatcMZ. 
Lieut.  PiERcr  Smith  Pope. 

No.  16. 

Liealenuit  Piercy  8.  Fap«  to  Don  Manuel  Qujoto  da 

LenuM,  dat«d 

Camp,  May  S,  1797. 

StB :  I  received  your  letter  by  Captain  Minor, 

requesting  of  me  to  be  inlormed  whether  1  had 

positive  orders  for  the  objections  I  made  io  reply 

to  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant.    1  have  no  offi- 


cial informaiioD  from  ihe  United  Stales  of  any 
pending  negotiations  that  respects  the  late  treaty, 
and  consequenlly  have  every  reason  lo  suppose 
that  the  United  Stales  consider  the  treaty  carried 
into  effect,  as  far  as  respects  the  evacuation  of  the 
posts  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  above  the 
3Ist  degree  north  latitude,  and  therefore  conclude 
thai  any  reinforcements,  or  additional  works  will 
have  a  tendency  to  disturb  that  harmony  which 


You  told  me  yesterday  that  you  had  received 
inforroBliou  from  a  gentleman,  that  I  intended  to 
attack  the  garrison  at  this  place.  T  now  request 
that  you  will  discover  the  author,  thai  he  may 
have  it  in  his  power  to  acquit  himself  of  ibis  as- 
sertion, or  be  brought  to  that  just  tribunal  a  crime 
of  so  heinous  a  nature  merits  as  Ihe  informer  has 
been  guilty  of.     lam,  Ac, 

PIERCY  S.  POPE,  iMut.  AHiUery, 
Commanding  V.  Staled  troopt,  Mittimppi. 

No.  17. 

Don  Manuel  Gajoao  de  L«miM  to  Lieutsnaat  fmrj 

8.  Pope,  dUed 

Natchez,  jMoy  6, 1797. 

Sib  :  I  received  your  letter,  dated  the  5th  insi.: 
delivered  me  by  Lieutenant  John  McCtaiy,  in 
reply  to  mine  oi  the  3d,  by  which,  and  bv  your 
conferences,  I  am  persuaded  of  your  disposition  to 
cultivate  that  good  harmony  that  ii  justly  due  lo 
our  nations.  On  my  jari  I  pledge  my  honor  lo 
you  that  I  shall  invariably  continue  considering 
you,  not  only  as  I  do  every  individual  of  your  na- 
tion, but  yet  more  particularly  imder  the  sacred 
view  of  its  representatives,  as  likewise  every  per- 
son under  your  command,  and  under  the  direction 
of  the  Hon.  Andrew  Ellicoit. 

I  do  assure  you,  likewise,  that  my  conduct  shall  i 
be  such  as  not  to  merit  the  reflection  of  your  na- 
tion, nor  expose  mine  to  any  contest  on  account  . 
thereof,  being  answerable  by  my  duty,  and  by  my  j 
honor,  to  act  with  such  propriety  as  will  jostiiy  ; 
me  in  my  public  capacity.  , 

With  regard  lo  the  person  that  gave  theinform-  | 
alion  that,  in  my  familiar  con  versa  tip  a,  I  com- 
municated to  you,  he  must  be  despised,and  others  ^ 
discountenanced  both  by  you  ana  me,  as  out  situ-  , 
atlons  are  sacred,  and  only  subject  to  the  alien-  i 
lions  unanimously  agreed  upon  ay  onr  nations.  I  | 
have  the  honor  to  be,  ^., 

M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 

No.  18. 
CoL.  King's  Iron  Wobeb, 

April  21, 1797. 
Deab  Caret:   1  wished  lo  hare  teen  you  be- 
fore I  returned  to  Philadelphia,  but  I  am  obliged 
Id  return  to  the  session  of  CoDgiess,  whiclk  com- 
mences on  the  15th  May. 

Among  other  things  that  I  wished  to  baveseea 
you  abont,  was  the  business  of  Captain  Cbisbolm 
mentioned  lo  the  British  Minister  last  Winter,  at 
Philadelphia. 
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I  beliere.  but  am  doi  quite  sure,  thai  [he  plan 
then  talked  of  will  be  Bttecopied  tbis  Fall,  and,  if 
it  is  attempted,  it  will  be  in  a  mucb  larger  way 
tluui  Ibea  talked  of;  and  if  the  Indiaus  act  their 
jan,  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  will  succeed.  A  roao 
of  coDsequence  has  gone  to  Englaod  about  The 
bosioess,  and  if  be  makes  ihe  arraogeioeiiis  as  he 
expects,  1  shall  mytelf  have  a  baud  in  the  bnsi- 
ness,  aad  probablv  shall  be  at  the  head  of  the  bu- 
■incM  on  the  part  of  the  Bniish,  You  are,  how- 
CTer,  to  underataad,  that  it  is  yet  not  quite  certain 
that  the  plan  will  be  attempted,  yet  you  will  do 
wrfl  to  keep  things  in  a  proper  train  for  action  in 
case  it  shootd  be  attempted,  and  to  do  so  will  re- 
quire alt  your  management ;  I  say,  will  require  all 
yoar  management,  because  you  must  take  care,  in 
wrfaatarer  yon  say  to  Rogers,  or  aoTbody  else,  not 
to  let  the  plan  be  discovered  by  Hawkins,  Dins- 
moor.  Byers,  or  any  other  person  in  the  interest  of 
the  United  States  or  Spain. 

If  I  attempt  tbis  plan,  I  shall  expect  to  hare 
you  and  all  my  Indian  country  and  Indian  friends 
with  me;  but  you  are  now  in  good  busiar~  ' 
■  '     'le  loss  of  it 


hope,  and  you  a] 


It  to  risk  thelc 


it  by  say- 


not  know ;  I  left  him  in  Philadelphia  in  March, 
and  he  frequentlyvisited  (he  Minister,  and  spoke 
upon  the  subject ;  but  1  believe  he  will  go  into  the 
CTeek  nation  by  way  of  South  Carolina  or  Geor- 
gia- He  gaTe  out  he  was  going  to  England,  but 
(did  not  belie  re  him.  Among  things  that  you 
may  safely  do,  will  be  to  keep  up  my  consequence 
wth  Witts,  and  the  Creeks  and  Cherohees,  gene- 
rally, and  you  must  by  no  means  say  anything  in 
&Tot  of  Hawkins,  but  as  often  as  you  can,  with 
safety  to  yourwlf,  you  may  teach  the  Creeks  to 
beUere  he  is  no  better  than  he  should  be.  Any 
power  or  consequence  be  gets  will  be  against  oiii 
plan.  Perhaps,  Ro^rs,  wno  has  no  omce  to  lose, 
B  ibe  best  man  to  ei?e  out  talks  against  Hawkins. 
Read  the  letter  to  Rogers,  and  ifyou  think  it  best 
to  send  it  to  him,  put  a  wafer  in  it,  and  forward  it 
to  him  by  a  safe  hand,  or  perha}»  you  had  best 
send  for  him  to  come  to  you,  and  speak  to  him 
you/self   respecting    the    stale   and   prospect  of 

I  hare  adriaed  you,  in  whatever  you  do,  to  take 
care  of  yontaelf}  I  bare  now  to  tell  you  to  take 
care  of  me  too,  for  a  discoverv  of  the  plan  would 
preTent  the  success,  and  mucb  injure  all  the  par- 
ties concerned.  It  may  be  thai  the  Commission- 
en  may  not  ran  the  line  as  the  Indians  expect  or 
wish,  and,  in  that  case,  it  is  proluble  the  Indiaos 
may  be  tauf^t  to  blame  me  for  making  the 
ueaty. 

To  Mich  complaints  against  me,  if  such  there 
ar^  it  may  be  said  by  my  friends,  at  proper  times 
and  flaces.  that  Doublehead  conSrmed  the  treaty 
wtfa  the  President,  at  Philadelphia,  and  received 
as  much  as  fire  thousand  dollars  a  year,  to  be  paid 
to  the  nation  orer  and  above  the  first  price ;  in- 
deed, it  may  with  (ruth  be  said,  that  thou^  I 
made  the  treaty,  that  I  iQade  it  by  the  instructions 
of  the  President ;  and,  in  fact,  it  majr  with  truth 
be  Nu'd  liutt  I  was  by  the  President  instructed  to 


purchase  more  land  than  the  Indians  would  agree 
to  sell.  Tbis  sort  of  talk  will  be  throwing  alfthe 
blame  off  me  upon  the  laie  President,  and,  as  he  is 
now  out  of  office,  it  will  be  or  no  consequence 
how  .much  the  Indians  blame  him.  And.  among 
other  things  that  may  be  said  for  me  is,  that  1  was 
not  at  the  running  of  the  line,  and  that  il  I  had 
been,  it  would  have  been  run  more  to  their  satis- 
faction. In  short,  ][ou  understand  the  subject,  and 
:  take  care  to  give  out  the  proper  talks  to  beep 
up  my  consequence  with  the  Creeks  and  Chero- 
kees.  Can't  Rogers  contrive  to  gef  the  Creeks  to 
desire  the  President  to  take  Hawkins  out  of  the 
nation  ;  for  if  he  stays  in  the  Creek  nation,  and 
zels  the  good  will  of^the  nation,  he  can  and  will 
do  great  injury  to  our  plan  ;  when  you  have  read 
this  letter  over  three  times,  then  burn  it.  1  shall 
be  at  Knoiville  in  July  or  August,  when  I  will 
send  for  Watts,  and  give  him  the  whiskey  I  pro- 
~i5ed  him.    I  am,  &c., 

WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 


A  Letter  to  Timothy  Pidcering.  E*q.,  Secretary 
irf"  State.Jrom  the  Chevalier  ae  Yrugo,  Minister 
PlenipoUntiary  of  hit  Catholic  Majatti,  f«., 

Pbilaoelfhia,  July  II,  1797> 
Sir  :  Your  additional  report  to  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
officers  of  the  King  of  Spaiu,  in  relation  to  the 

fosts  and  the  runninKof  the  boundary  line^  which 
find  published  in  ait  the  newspapers,  obliges  me 
to  trouble  you  wiih  this  letter.  If  your  discus- 
sion of  facts  had  been  as  correct  and  impartial  as 
there  was  reason  to  expect,  I  should  not  have  been 
under  the  necessity  of  undertaking  this  task  ;  but 
the  construction  which  you  are  pleased  to  put 
upon  every  act  of  the  Spanish  officers  in  general, 
and  especially  upon  those  in  which  I  am  person- 
ally concerned,  compels  me  to  observe  upoti  seve- 
ral expressions,  wbich  I  have  noticed  in  yuur  eaji 

You  begin,  sir,  with  saying,  "  that  although  I 
had  declared  1  had  just  reasons  for  suspecting  an 
expedition  from  Canada  was  preparing  by  the 
British  against  the  upper  parts  of  Louisiana,  yet 
I  never  had  mentioned  a  single  fact  or  reason  on 
which  my  suspicion  was  founded."  In  my  letter 
of  the  2d  of  March,  I  pointed  out  to  you  the 
probable  route  which  the  expedition  would  take, 
and  in  our  conference  of  the  27th  of  February,  I 

Sve  you  information  that  a  corps  of  350  men 
d  been  raised  at  Montreal,  and  marched  to- 
wards the  lakes,  where,  after  the  evacuation  of 
the  American  forts,  there  was  no  ostensible  object 
for  them.  I  also  told  you  that  I  knew  that  the 
British  agents  bad  treated  with  some  of  the  In- 
dian nations  in  that  country,  concerning  the  in- 
tended expedition,  and  I  added,  that  I  had  received 
those  advices  fromapetsoo  wno^ight  be  depend- 
ed on,  who  had  seen  those  new  levies  passing 
through  Johnstown,  on  their  way  to  the  West- 
ward. But, even  supposing  ihailhad  not  entered 
into  anf  particulars,  even  supposing  (hat  my  in- 
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fonoHtion  at  that  period  vas  not  complete,  yet  did 
Dol  the  interest  and  dignity  of  this  GoverDmeat — 
did  not  its  frieodly  cooDexion  with  Spain,  require 
that  it  should  have  takeo  every  proper 

prevent  the  attempt  we ''  ' 

giving  suitable  orders 
to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  military  force 
on  tboaefiontiers?  The  absolute  sileoce  in  this 
particular  of  ibe  documents  which  accompany 
(be  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  your  never 
having  commuaicated  to  me  any  determinate  dis- 
position OD  this  point,  as  you  do  in  your  answer  to 
mr  letter,  which  in  ttie  publication  is  marked  No. 
Yl I,  afforded  me  sufficient  grouodii  to  fear  that 
these  precautions  were  omitted.  You  add^  --- 
with  a  degree  of  candor  difficult  to  be  concei 
that  from  my  not  having  given  to  you  detailei 
formation  respecting  the  expedition,  and  from  the 
answer  which  you  received  on  the  19lh  uiti 
from  the  British  Minister,  you  believed  my 
picions  to  be  vroundtess.  Is  it  possible,  that  any 
one  will  candidly  imagine,  that  if  the  English 
intended  to  violate  the  territory  of  the  United 
Stales,  in  order  to  effect  a  eouj}  de  main,  they 
would  be  as  ingenuous  in  answering,  aa  you 
in  asking;  their  Minister  the  question  ? 

I  sbalTnot  enter  into  all  the  observations  which 
suggest  themselves  to  my  mind,  from  your  having 
communicated  to  Mr.  Liston  the  contents  of  my 
letters.  lexpected  that  the  American Governnaenl 
would  have  watched  his  motions,  and  taken  the 
means  which  I  have  already  mentioned  to  pre- 
vent the  success  of  a  similar  enterprise;  but  I 
never  could  have  imagined  that  you  would  have 
given  to  the  British  Minister  a  piece  of  advice, 
which  might  enable  him  to  alter  bis  plan,  by  let- 
ting him  know  that  the  former  one  was  discovered. 
By  the  line  of  conduct  which  you  have  pursued 
in  this  business,  I  am  convinced  that  had  1  com- 
municated to  you  more  particular  details  respect- 
ing ibis  transaction,  you  would,  with  the  same 
good  namred  frankness,  have  given  information 
of  tbemtoMr.  Liston. 

But,  if  yon  did  believe  that  asking  this  question 
of  the  British  Envoy  was  the  most  efficacious 
means  to  prevent  the  violation  of  the  neutrality  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  invasion  of  the  Spanish 
territory,  lei  me  ask  why  you  was  so  remis-s  in 
this  measure,  that  although  I  had  communicated 
this  project  to  you,  verbally,  on  the  27lh  of  Feb- 
ruary, and  on  the  2d  of  March,  in  writing,  yet,  In 
a  matter  obviously  so  urgent,  you  only  wrote  to 
the  British  Envoy  on  the  28ih  of  April ;  that  is, 
(too  fflon/A^  afterwards? 

I  shall  not  quit  this  subject,  without  taking  the 
liberty  of  making  to  you  one  observation  which 
is  intimalelv  connected  with  it.  By  the  dale  of 
the  letter  I  have  just  mentioned,  it  evidently  ap- 
pears that  I  gave  you  advice  of  this  intended  ex- 
pedition on  the  second  of  March,  and  that  three 
days  before  I  had  given  you  the  same  informa- 
tion verbally.  I  imagined  from  your  known  at- 
tention to  busioess,  and  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  that  you  would  have  submitted  it  imme- 
diately to  the  consideration  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Sutei.    On  the  9th  of  March,  I  had 


ings  at  ITraneis's  Hotel,  and  mentioned  this  si 
ject  as  a  matter  that  I  supposed  him  already  fully 
informed  of ;  and  it  was  with  no  small  surprise  I 
heard  him  say,  that  he  krua  nothing  ahaU  it.  I 
produced  the  map,  which  I  had  in  mjr  pockn- 
Dook,  and  he  listened  with  great  attention  lo  ill 
that  1  bad  to  say  to  him.  It  was  no  doubt  to  this 
conference  with  Mr.  Adams,  that  I  was  indebted 
lo  your  answer  of  the  11th  of  the  same  montL  1 
shall  entirely  absiaio  from  pulling  any  coostruc- 
tion  upon  the  reasons  which  induced  you  to  omit 
making  this  communication  to  the  President;  but 
they  must  have  been  very  powerful  motives  which 
could  oblige  you  to  remain  so  loug  silent  oaa 
matter  of  sucn  importance. 

You  say.  in  ihe  tnird  paragraph  of  your  report 
that  on  your  asking  me  what  measures  Spain  bsd 
taken  in  order  to  carry  into  execution  that  perl  of 
ibe  treaty  which  relates  lo  the  witbdraninglbe 
garriiona.  I  answered  you,  on  the  17th  of  April, 
that  I  had  been  for  some  months  without  receiv- 
ing letters  from  the  Baron,  and  consequcotl)', 
''was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  steps  whicb  had 
been  taken  for  the  execuiion  of  the  treaty."  From 
this  expression,  which,  in  order  to  draw  alleation, 
you  place  between  inverted  commas,  you  in.sinu- 
ste  an  inference  which  in  my  opinion  is  very  far 
from  beinir  true,  when  vouadd  immediately  after- 
wards: '-Nevertheless,  nehad  previously  informed 


I  bad  received  his.  The  irregularity  and  uncer- 
tainly of  navigation  easily  shows  that  your  logic 
on  this  point  is  extremely  false. 

In  the  5ih  paragraph,  after  giving  an  iccouni  of 
my  letter  of  the  24th  iritimo,  ana  of  iu  object, 
you  observe  that  I  have  omitted  to  mention  among 
the  other  complaints  of  the  Baron,  that  of  Mr. 
Ellicott's  not  living  given  him  notice  of  his  atri- 
val  at  Natchez.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  represeai  lo 
yon,  that  you  have  entirely  mistaken  what  I  had 
the  bonor  of  telling  you  on  that  occasion,  for  1 
simply  mentioned,  not  as  a  complaint,  bnl  is  a 
mere  observation,  that  the  Baron,  in  the  rigor, 
might  not  have  considered  Mr.  Ellicotl  as  as 
American  Commissioner,  for  not  having  given 
him  on  his  arrival  offKtal  notice  of  his  appoint- 
ment, having  merely  informed  him  of  it  in  the 
way  ofa  confidential  communication.  You  can- 
not be  ignorant,  sir,  that  there  are  certain  requi- 
site formalities  when  nations  treat  with  one  an- 
other of  their  mutual  concerns,  which  are  aot 
squired  between  individuals.  The  Baron,  when 
i  speaks  in  this  manner,  clearly  points  out  bis 
meaning,  that  besides  the  confidentiat  letter,  the 
coromunication  of  which  you  consider  as  so  im- 
portant, no  doubt  he  expected  another  official  one, 
including  his  commission,  authority,  or  some  other 
document,  to  ascertain  the  identity  of  the  person, 
and  the  object  of  his  mission.  When,  on  my 
arrival  in  this  connlry,  I  had  not  yet  presented 
my  credentials  to  the  President,  although  1  had 
delivered  to  yon  a  copy  of  them,  you  might,  in 
the  rigor,  not  have  recognised  me  as  the  Envoy 
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Extnordinary  of  ih«  King,  mf  mailer,  for  want 
of  hanng  complied  with  that  necessarf  requsile 
of  the  Mtabliahett  etiquette.  I  do  not  mean  to 
ny.  that  in  the  present  case  it  was  absolutely  ne- 
CBsary  to  go  through  a  similar  formality  ;  nor 
did  the  Baron  mention  this  but  as  a  mere  mailer 
of  obHrvation,  which  was  not  to  affect  (he  object 
inqnestion  ;  althoagh  you,  thinking  that  it  affords 
yoQ  a  victoriona  argnrnpnt,  are  pleased  lo  ^iye  to 
this  ciTcomstance  an  importance  which  it  does 
not  deserve.  Besides,  sir,  I  mishl  observe  to  yon, 
that  when,  after  a  mixed  and  desulloty  conversa- 
lioD  upon  various  subjects,  I  had  coUecied  and 
methodized  my  ideas,  and  committed  them  to 
writing,  your  answer  and  observations  ought  to 
have  been  confined  to  the  written  commuaication, 
clothed  with  all  the  necessaij  formalities  j  but 
neither  do  I  wish  to  make  of  this  an  object  of 
discussion. 

The  proof  which  you  give  in  the  sixth  para- 
graph of  yonr  report,  to  show  that  it'  is  not  cer- 
tain that  Mr.  Ellicoit  intended  to  get  poasesiion  of 
Nitchez  hy  aurprise,  and  that  for  that  purpose  he 
had  endeavorea  to  gain  over  the  inhabitants,  is 
merely  negative.  From  your  examination  of  the 
two  persons  you  mentioo,  you  had  verv  little  to 
expect :  the  ciicanisiance  alone  of  their  Ming  the 
bearers  of  Mr.  Ellicott's  despatches,  points  out 
that  they  were  both  in  his  confidence ;  and  ii  may 
be  presumed,  without  teiaerity.  that  being  hi) 
friends,  or  employed  under  his  orders,  they  woald 
hardly  make  ■  denunciation  that  might  be  preju- 
dicial to  him.  Qovemor  Oayoso  declares  that  he 
has  proofs  of  the  fact  in  his  power,  t  shall 
fiil  lo  apply  to  him  for  them,  and  perhaps  I 
one  day  speak  to  you  more  positively  on 
bosiness. 

After  baring  discussed  the  history  of  these 
tisnsact'ions  with  all  the  force  and  accnniey  which 
resnlt  from  these  observations,  you  assure,  with  a 
very  ill-grounded  confidence,  that  upon  a  view  o' 
the  whoFe,  it  appears  that  His  Majesty's  Qovern 
ots  on  the  Mississipjii,  have,  on  vandus  pretences 
postponed  the  running  of  the  boundary  line  Bo< 
the  evacuation  of  the  posts.  Bat  I  appeal  to  that 
candor  which  .yon  have  so  generously  shown  to 
the  British  Minister,  that  you  may  tell  me  whe- 
ther it  can  be  called  a  pretence,  that  the  Baron  de 
Carondelet,  who  was  entrusted  with  the  safety  of 
Loaisiana,  refused  to  carry  into  execution  a  pre- 
tension th&t  was  not  stipulated  for  hy  treaty  1 
By  the  second  article,  it  is  only  agreed  that  the 

Eirrison  shall  be  withdrawn ;  and,  as  I  had  the 
onor  of  representing  to  you,  in  my  letter  of  the 
24th  ultimo,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  it  could 
ever  have  been  the  intention  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty to  deliver  np  foriiScations,  which,  besides 
that  they  have  cost  him  considerable  sums  of 
money,  may,  by  the  effect  of  political  vicisaitodes, 
be  one  day  prejudicial  to  bis  subjects.  If  not  to 
do  what  was  not  stipulated  for,  and  the  execution 
of  which  would  be  contrary  to  the  interests  of 
Spain,  is  a  pretence,  we  must  confess  that  it  is  a 
very  pjansible  one. 

With  reniect  to  the  line  of  demarcation,  it  ap- 
pears by  the  correspoDdence  and  letters  of  the 


Baron  de  Carooddet,  which  are  in  my  possession, 
that  although  he  entertained  the  same  donbta 
which  were  suggested  by  Ghivemor  Gayoso,  re- 
specting the  posts,  yet  he  was  consenting  that  the 
aslronomical  observations  should  be  begun  upon, 
for  which  purpose  the  engineer,  Mr.  de  Ouille- 
manil,  had  already  arrived  at  the  Natchez,  with 
all  the  instruments  and  apparatus.  Such  was  the 
situation  of  things  when  my  commnnications  re- 
speciing  the  intended  expedition  got  to  hand  ; 
from  that  moment  imperious  necessity,  and  the 
'at  principle  of  self-defence,  made  His  Catholic 
LJesty's  officers  turn  their  thonghts  to  objects  of 
nore  urgent  nature.  Mr.  Blount's  letter,  and 
the  late  detected  conspiracy,  evince  how  far  their 
conduct  in  this  respect  was  necessary ;  and  yoo, 
sir,  possessed  as  you  were  of  all  the  facts,  when 
you  laid  the  facts  before  the  Presidentj  ought  to 
nave  been  one  of  the  last  to  have  stigmatized 
the  motive  with  the  epithet  of  prttextt.  So  pal- 
pable an  attempt  to  make  groundless  and  unfair 
impressions  on  the  public  mind,  is  well  calculated 
to  defeat  its  own  ends,  and  appears  still  more  ex- 
traordinary when  we  consider  that  the  American 
Govemmenl  is  in  every  way  anxious,  by  its  own 
confession,  to  maintain  peace  and  harmony  with 

Nor  do  your  ill-founded  iniinaations  itop  here. 
Sentiments  and  expressions  still  more  violent 
flow  from  ihal  same  hasty  pen.  You  say,  in  an- 
other part,  ''  that  there  is  but  too  much  reason  to 
believe  Mr.  Ellicoll's  suspicions  well  founded,  that 
an  undue  infiuence  has  been  exercised  over  the 
Indians  by  the  officers  of  His  Catholic  Majesty. 
to  prepare  them  for  a  rupture  with  the  Unitea 
States."  Fortunately,  sir  you  have  told  us  the 
source  whence  you  derived  all  these  dreadfnl  cott- 
jectures  of  your'sj  otherwise,  perhaps,  the  weight 
and  authority  which  your  high  official  character 
stamps  upon  whatever  ^ou  write  or  say,  miEht 
make  an  undue  impression  on  the  public.  Yon 
acknowledge,  sir,  it  was  a  nrivatc  letter  of  Mi. 
Sargent's  (Secretary  of  the  Northwestern  Tern- 

. — X  .ijjj,  gave  rise  to  your  r ■ —     '"'"  -"■"" 

e  what  the  letter  says ; 


t«T7  of  Btate,  dated 

"  CiitoiNNATt,  June  3, 1797. 

"Qeneral  Wilkinson  sending  off  an  express,  I 
seize  the  occasion  to  transcribe  for  you  some  par- 
agraphs  from  a  Western  letter: 
■    "The   Spaniards  are  reinforcing  their  upper 

Con  the  Mississippi  considerably.  General 
ard,  an  Irishman,  in  quality  of  Commander- 
in-chief,  with  upwards  of  three  hundred  men^  is 
arrived  at  St.  Louis,  and  employed  in  erecting 
very  formidable  works. 

"  It  likewise  appears,  through  various  channela, 
that  they  are  inviting  a  great  number  of  Indiana 
of  the  territory  to  cross  the  Mississippi,  and  for 
this  express  purpoae.  Mr.  Lorromie,  an  officer  in 
the  pay  of  the  Crown,  made  a  tour  through  all 
this  country  last  Fall,  since  which  time  several 
Indians  have  been  scut  on  the  same  errand,  and 
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Senerally  furnished  with  plenty  of  cash  to  defray 
i«ir  expecstis. 

"  A  luge  party  of  Delawtres  passed  dowD  on 
White  river  about  the  6[h  of  May,  on  the  Span- 
ish side,  bearing  ibe  nalioiial  flag  of  Spain,  some 
'  of  them  from  Saint  Louis. 

"  They  (the  Spaniards)  haTc,  above  the  mouth 
of  the  Ohio,  on  the  Mississippi,  several  row-e:alleys, 
with  cannon." 

Now,  sir.  what  infeteDce  can  be  drann  from 
that  letter?  Why,  that  the  Spaoiarde  hav«  forti- 
fied San  Luis,  and  arailed  ibemselves  of  every 
means  of  defence  that  the  country  afforded  1  Bat 
lei  me  ask  you,  sir,  against  whom  it  is  that  they 
were  thuE  preparing  to  defend  ihemselves?  Sure- 
ly the  documents  which  you  have  laid  before  the 
President,  and  the  momentous  busiikefs  which 
now  engages  the  attention  of  Congress,  and  agi- 
tates the  public  at  large,'  afford  a  comfdele  and 
•atisfactory  answer. 

I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  2d  of 
March,  thai  the  object  of  the  British  was  to  at- 
tack Upper  Louisiana,  and  take  San  Luis  and 
New  Madrid  by  surprise.  It  will  not  be  ques- 
lioned  but  that  prudence  required  of  us,  at  that 
juncture,  to  lortify  (he  threatened  points.  This, 
sir,  was  all  we  did,  and  this,  sir,  you  knew  many 
months  paatj  and  yet  Mr.  Sargent's  letter,  which, 
in  substance,  says  no  more,  mis  you  all  at  once 
with  fears  and  self-created  apprehensions,  and 
makes  you  declare  in  the  face  of  the  American 

Kople,  "  that  the  Spanish  officers  are  ezcittn«  the 
diaos  10  a  rupture  with  us."  No  one  will  say 
th^I  preparations  for  our  self-defence  were  not 
tiecessary  on  our  part.  The  assurance  given  you 
by  the  British  Minister,  with  all  the  appearance 
of  a  confidential  conuaunication,  but  without  any 

g'  ^nature,  did  not  inspire  the  servants  of  His 
aiholic  Majesty  with  the  same  blind  confidence 
which  it  produced  in  you.  We  know  from  daily 
experience  how  religiously  the  British  nation  ob- 
serves the  rights  of  neutrality.  Witness  the 
American  sailors ;  witness  the  Republic  of  Genoa, 
in  whose  port  they  attacked  and  made  prize  of  the 
French  frigate  La  Modestc,  as  she  lay  at  anchor 
there ;  witness  the  inhabitants  of  Trinidad,  when 
the  British,  though  then  in  araiiy  with  tbem,  en- 
tered their  capital  with  drums  beating  and  colors 
fiyiog,  in  pursuit  of  a  few  French  who  bad  taken 
refuge  there.  These,  and  other  instances  of  the 
sort,  too  numerous  to  be  recapitulated,  make  us 
less  credulous  on  the  score  of  Great  Britain's 
respect  for  the  rights  of  neutrality  than  you  ap- 
pear to  have  been. 

As  to  those  tender  considerations  which  aetaa- 
ted  tbe  British  Minister  to  reject  the  plan  on  ac- 
count of  the  inhumanity  of  calling  in  the  aid  of 
the  Indians,  I  did  expect  that  such  vague,  unan- 
thenticated  declarations  would  have  been  appre- 
ciated as  they  deserved  by  you,  sir,  who  fought  tn 
the  glorious  cause  of  American  Independence, 
who  -witneaaed  the  humanity  of  their  conduct  in 
the  course  of  that  war,  and  who  cannot  be  igno- 
tani  of  what  has  happened  since. 

Yomr  ascribing  hostile  views  to  the  prepaia- 
tioni  for  our  self-defence,  cannot,  sir,  have  been 


mailer  pf  much  surprise  to  me,  after  having  heard 
a  certain  member  of  Congress,  who  is  known  to 
be  the  organ  of  the  wilt  of  the  Administratioo, 
declare,  in  that  House,  that  he  ascribed  to  the 
same  motives  the  preparations  we  were  making 
for  the  defence  of  Florida,  though,  prt^bly,  he 
was  not  ignorant  at  the  very  time,  of  ibeir  real 
object.  Thus.  then,  air,  according  to  your  mode 
of  reasoning,  and  that  of  tbe  gentleman  1  bare 
just  alluded  to,  thouEh  we  were  certain  of  being 
attacked,  and  though  we  were  not  certain  thai 
the  American  Government  had  taken  the  proper 
measures  for  protecting  its  neutrality,  yet  we  were 
to  adopt  no  measures  for  our  defence,  but  tamelf 
suffer  His  Majesty's  forts  and  possessions  lo  be 
taken,  and  ail  this  for  fear  of  creating  ill-founded 
suspicions  in  your  minds. 

If  you  have  not  been  very  succeisfuL  sir,  in  the 
solidity  of  your  reasoning!!,  you  appear  not  lobe 
more  so  in  the  method  offoflowiog  (hem.  After 
baring  ddouuced  us  to  tbe  whole  American  ni- 
tion  as  stirring  up  the  Indians  against  the  Hailed 
States,  and  preparing  them  for  a  rupture,  you  fall 
into  the  most  glaring  inconsistency  in  the  follow- 
ing paragraph  : 

Whether  this  plan  of  exciting  tbe  Indians  to 
direct  hostilities  against  the  United  States^  bu 
been  contemplated  and  promoted  by  bdv  of  ont 
own  citizens,  it  may  be  difficult  to  say  ;  out  thai 
one  or  more  of  those  citizens  have  propused  and 
taken  measures  to  detach  the  Soutnem  Indians 
from  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
destroy  the  influence  of  the  public  agenis  over 
those  nations,  and  thus  to  defeat  the  great  objects 
of  their  appointment,  the  chief  of  which  is  to  pre- 
aerre  peace,  is  certain." 

I  again  appeal  here  sir,  to  your  generous  HO- 
dor.  How  is  it  possihle  to  reconcile  such  erideDi 
contradictions  1  On  the  one  band  the  Spsaiih 
officers  are  (hose  who  excite  the  Southern  Indians 
against  the  United  Stales,  and.  on  the  other,  you 
quickly  follow^  presuming,  with  sufficient  founda- 
tion in  my  opinion,  that  it  may  be  some  ciiiieas 
of  the  United  States.  But  although  ^ou  might 
enterlainany  doubts  yourself  on  the  subject  which 
I  am  sure  no  person  in  America  will,  afier  read- 
ing Mr.  Blount's  letter,  did  not  this  very  sane 
doubtful  case  and  uncertainly,  require,  in  your 
situation,  more  circumspect  language?  And  if 
even  in  this  case  you  appear  to  hare  gone  beyond 
what  sound  policy,  the  tranquillity  and  interest  of 
the  United  States  required,  how  much  more  un- 
just are  your  insinualions  against  Spain,  when 
the  public  poitsess,  in  Mr.  Blount's  jctter,'a  docu- 
ment by  which  ihey  can  see,  that  if  (he  maoou- 
vres  with  the  Indians  were  not  favorable  to  the 
United  States,  (hey  were  precisely  combined  to 
attack  the  Spaniards  From  this  method  of  rea- 
soning of  yours,  it  appears  as  if  the  Spaniards 
were,  jointly  with  Mr.  Blount,  stirring  up  the  Is- 
diaus  to  attack  themselves. 

Respecting  the  last  article  of  your  report,  I 
hare  only  to  observe,  that  although  you  have  c^- 
slantly  assured  me  that  Goverumeni  had  not  the  : 
least  information  resmecting  the  subject  of  my  le*  I 
presentalious,  and  although  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jacl- 
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son,  of  GeofL    ,     , 

idets,  neTertheless 

Mcaplied  wiib  my  dmy  by  oot  reposiog  on  such 

mssuraDces.    The  plot  is  discoTtred,  aad  nobody 

toy  toDser  doubts  tbai  Ibe  expedition  was  to  have 

taken  puce. 

After  h&vJDg  followed  you,  step  by  step,  through 
the  various  points  of  your  reporC  to  the  President, 
I  shall  make  a  short  compeDdium  on  such  as  arise 
froo)  this  letter ;  from  which  it  fesulis, 

1.  That  OD  tbe  37tb  of  Febraary,  I  gave  you 
snfficieat  particukra  respectiag  the  iDtended  expe- 
dition, to  nave  attracted  the  attentioa  of  this  Oot- 


2.  That,  although  to  this  verbal  cotDuxiniea- 
lioD,  I  added  another  in  writing,  on  the  2d  of 
March,  ibe  President  had  not  the  least  knowledge 
of  it  OD  tbe9ih  of  the  same  month,  and  that,  witri- 
ont  doubt,  you  must  have  had  very  powerful  mo- 
tiTcs  to  prerent  you  from  communics ting  it  to  bim. 

3.  That  it  does  not  appear  by  the  documents 
presented  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  OoverU' 
ment  had  given  orders  to  the  military  command- 
ers to  cause  the  territory  and  neutrality  of  the 
United  States  to  be  respected. 

4.  That  yon  made  to  the  Enjtlish  Minister  a 
eommoni cation,  which,  in  my  opitiion,  you  ou^ht 
not.  and  that  even  if  you  thought  it  necessary, 
you  delayed  doing  it  for  two  months,  that  is,  from 
the  27th  of  February  to  the  88th  of  April,  al- 
thons^  it  respected  a  most  argent  and  important 

5.  That  the  Baron  de  Carondetei  could  very 
well  hare  received  my  letters,  without  its  neces- 
sarily followiQEr  that  his  had  come  to  hand. 

6.  That  the  Baron  did  not  represenc  Mr.  Etli- 
eoti's  not  writing  to  him  officially  as  a  complaint, 
but  as  an  observation,  and  that  in  fact,  he  never 
haf  done  it  on  those  terms. 

7.  Thai  the  proofs  you  allege  to  excnltnte 
Mr.  Bllicott,  respecting  his  intentions  of  taking 
the  Pon  of  Natchez  by  surprise,  are  purely  nega- 

8.  That  it  is  not  merely  jyretmcet,  btit  very 
powerful  reasons,  which  have  impeded  the  evacu- 
ation of  the  posts,  and  the  running  of  the  bonnd- 
aiy  line. 

9.  That  the  insinuations  with  wtiich  you  are 
williof  to  persuade  the  American  people  that  our 
aimiiw  is  airecied  against  them,  are  unjust  as  well 
as  unfounded,  as  by  Mr.  Blount's  letter  it  is  clear- 
ly demonstrated  to  be  a  precaution  for  the  mere 
porooae  of  deTence. 

10.  That  rou  evidently  contradict  yourself, 
when  on  one  nand  you  are  pleased  to  attribute  to 
OS  the  DDvements  of  the  Indians,  and  in  the  very 
next  paragraph  you  show  it  miebt  proceed  from 
Atnencan  citizens,  as  it  actUBlIy  does  according 
CO  Mr.  Blount's  letter,  and  that  ne  acted  with  the 
knowieibre  and  inielljgence  of  the  very  same  Bri- 
lisb  Minister,  in  whose  private  notes,  without  sig- 
nature, and  perhaps  not  of  his  ovra  ban d'-wri ting, 
you  place  such  implicit  confidence. 

11.  Tbst  although,  in  all  your  official  eommo- 
oicationi^  yon  have  always  manifested  to  me  that 
the  American    GoreraiAein    knew  of  nothing 


which  indicated  any  foundation  for  my  suspicions, 
Mr.  Blount's  letter  clearly  proves  that  1  was  per- 
fectly in  the  right. 

I  nave  thus  I'ulfilled  a  very  disagreeable  duty. 
Always  desirous  to  contribute  to  strengthen  thC 
bands  of  friendship  which  unite  Spain  and  Ame-' 
rica,  and  to  which  their  situation,  toeir  wants  and 
resources,  invite  them,  I  have  seen  with  the  most 
profound  grief,  that  the  language  and  tenor  of 
your  communication  to  the  President,  is  not,  in 
my  opiaioQ,  calculated  to  promote  so  desirable  an 
object  to  us  all.  For  my  part,  although  I  shall 
leave  nothing  undone,  to  cement  the  unioD  ani) 
harmony  with  a  nation  which  I  respect;  neither 
shall  I  ever  suffer  the  interests  of  the  King,  my 
master,  in  any  case  whatever,  to  be  sacrificed  to 
an  unjust  partiality. 

I  pray  God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 
Yonr  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

CARLOS  M.  DE  YRUJO. 

[For  the  Secretary  of  State's  reply  to  this  letter, 
(dated  tbe  30lh  of  Aogust)  we  p^e  3186,  post.] 


Correapomknce  between  Jamea  Monroe  and  Timo- 
thy Pickering,  Secrttary  of  State. 

From  Mr.  Monroe  to  the  GkcTBtarr  oi  State. 

Pnii^DELPBiA,  July  6,  1797. 

SiH  :  It  was  my  wish,  after  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  32d  of  August  last,  announcing  my 
recall,  to  repair  home  without  delay.  But,  a^I 
did  not  receive  that  letter  till  some  time  in  No- 
vember, nor  obtain  my  audience  for  taking  leave 
of  the  French  Oovernment,  till  the  first  of  January 
following,  it  was  impossible  fot  me  to  sail  before 
the  Spnng,  without  hazarding  a  Winter's  pa»> 
sage,  and  to  which  I  did  not  wish  to  expose  my 
family.  This  explains  the«anse  why  I  did  not 
render  myself  here  at  a  much  earlier  period. 

1  postponed  my  reply  to  that  letter  till  my  ar- 
rival, because  1  deemed  it  more  suitable,  for  many 
reasons,  to  answer  it  in  my  own  country  than 
from  a  foreign  one.  I  think  proper,  however,  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  that  letter, 
with  a  view  to  justify  myself  against  any  impu- 
tations thai  have  been,  or  were  intended  to  be, 
raised  against  me  by  the  measures  it  announced. 

I  observe  by  that  letter,  that  although  vou  found 
this  measure,  principally,  on  the  gronna  taken  in 
that  of  the  thirteenth  of  June  preceding,  yet  yon 
intimate  there  were  other  concurring  circum- 
stances which  had  weight  in  deciding  the  Execu- 
tive in  its  favor.  The  object  of  this,  therefore,  ii 
to  request  of  you  a  statement  of  what  those  cir- 
cumstances were,  that,  correctly  knowing,  I  may 
distinctly  answer  them.  To  the  suggestlotrs  con- 
tained in  yours  of  the  13th  of  June,  I  shall  like- 
wise make  such  further  reply  as  appears  now  to 
be  necessary. 

T  request  this  statement  as  a  matter  of  right, 
and  upon  the  principle,  that  although  the  Biecu- 
tive  possesses  the  power  to  censure  and  remove  a. 
pabhc  Minister,  yet  it  is  a  power  which  ought  to 
be  exercised  according  to 'the  rules  of  jnstiee; 
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which  rules  are  too  well  deRned  bv  the  prioeipleii 
of  our  Goverarneoi  to  require  illualratioD  here. 
I  make  this  request,  therefore,  in  a  coofideuce 
that  you  will  comply  with  it  as  sood  as  you  can 
with  convenieDce.    With  due  respect,  &.c. 

Prom  the  same  to  the  wamt. 

Philadelpbia, /uJyS,  1797. 

Sir;  Upon  leaviDgParis  I  committed  my  letter- 
book  to  the  care  i>{  Mr.  Frevoit,  and  after  his  de- 
Krture,  of  Mr.  Skipwilh,  sealed  up  for  General 
Dckney  in  case  he  arrived  whilst  either  of  those 
eeotlemea  was  there,  to  furnish  him  with  such 
hght  upon  our  afiairs  as  he  did  not  derive  from 
your  department  when  he  left  this.  I  had  pre- 
viously given  Qeneral  Finckney  copies  of  some 
papers  which  he  found  necessary  upon  his  first 
urivftl.  So  that,  in  a  possible  case,  I  trust,  your 
wish  was  JuIGIIed  in  possessing  him  with  such 
documents  as  have  been,  or  may  be  necessary  for 
some  time  to  come.  1  think  proper,  however,  to 
siig;geBt  the  propriety  of  such  a  complete  copy 
being  furnished  from  your  office  as  you  seem  to 
deem  necessary  for  our  representative  at  Paris ; 
since,  when  I  arrived  here,  no  paper  whatever 
was  furnished  me  by  my  predecessor,  either  of 
his  own  correspondence,  of  Mr.  Jefferson's,  or  Dt. 
Franklin's,  I  have  thousht  it  my  duty  to  state  to 
you  how  I  found  and  left  this  business,  to  enable 
you  to  make  such  disposition  therein,  accordinj^ 
to  the  rules  of  your  'department,  as  is  thought 
suitable. 

I  shall  be  absent  from  this  cily  till  Thursday 
next,  at  which  time  I  shall  be  happy  to  receive 
an  answer  to  the  letter  I  had  the  pleasure  to  write 
you  yesterday.    Yours,  &c. 

From  &e  aame  to  the  same. 

Philadelphia,  July  15, 1797. 
Sib:  I  think  proper  to  apprize  vou  of  my  re- 
turn 10  this  city,  and  to  request  ine  favor  of  an 
answer  to  my  letter  of  the  6th  instant.    I  am, 
with  due  resjKct,  dtc. 

Ptwn  tbe  8ecrel«i7  of  State  to  Mi.  Monroe. 
Department  of  State, 

Philadelphia,  July  17, 1797. 

Sib  :  1  dulv  received  your  letters  of  the  6ih  and 
8th  iottani,  tne  latter  stating  the  disposition  you 
had  made  of  letters  and  papers  relatinK  to  your 
mission  to  the  French  Republic,  for  the  use  of 
your  successor.  Your  intended  absence,  as  men- 
tioned in  vour  letter  of  the  8th,  and  the  pressure 
of  public  Dusiuess  on  the  eve  of  ihe  departure  of 
our  Minister  for  Europe,  induced  the  delay  of  an 
answer  to  this  lime. 

The  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  6ih 
was  unexpected.  It  is  easy  to  conceive  thai  the 
Preiidenl  of  the  Untied  Stales  may  be  possessed 
of  facts  and  iikformation  which  would  not  only 
justify,  but  require  the  recall  of  a  foreign  Minister, 
or  the  dismission  of  an  officer  at  home,  although 
thay  should  not  furnish  ground  for  a  le^l  invea- 


rtion.  When  the  tenure  of  public  offices  (that 
the  Judges  excepted)  was  deliberately  aad 
confidently  placed  in  the  pleasure  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  Slates,  it  certainly  was  not 
coniemplaCed  lo  test  the  propriety  or  ezpedieocy 
of  particular  acts  of  that  pleasure  or  dbcretion  by 
a  formal  trial  or  a  public  discussion.  These  re- 
marks, I  trust,  exhibit  satisfactory  reasons  why  I 
cannot  undertake  to  comply  wiin  your  request. 


Prom  Mr.  Monroe  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Pbilaoelphia,  Jidy  19, 1797, 

SiB :  I  have  been  favored  with  yours  of  the  17ih 
instant,  and  answer  it  without  delay. 

If  you  supposed  that  I  would  submit  in  silence 
to  the  injurious  imputations  that  were  raised 
against  me  by  the  Administration,  y&u  were  mis- 
taken. I  set  loo  high  a  value  upon  the  blessing 
of  an  honesi  fame,  and  have  too  long  enjoy^ 
that  blessing,  in  the  estimation  of  my  country- 
men, to  suffer  myself  to  be  robbed  of  it  by  any 
descripiion  of  persons,  and  nniler  any  pretence 
whatever. 

Nor  can  I  exprss  ibe  astonishment  which  the 
present  conduct  of  the  Administraiion  excites  in 
my  mind  ;  for  I  could  not  believe,  till  it  was  veri- 
fied by  the  event,  after  having  denounced  me  to 
my  country  as  a  person  who  bad  committed  some 
great  act  of  misconduct,  and  censured  me  for  such 
supposed  aci,  by  deprivation  from  office,  that 
when  I  called  upon  you  for  a  statement  of  the 
charge  against  me,  with  the  facts  by  which  you 
support  it,  I  should  find  you  disposed  to  evade  my 
demand,  and  shrink  from  the  inqtiiry.  Upoti 
what  principle  does  the  Administration  take  this 
ground,  and  what  are  its  motives  for  it  T 

Do  you  suppose,  or  contend,  that  the  po'wer 
committed  to  trie  Executive  by  the  Constitution, 
to  remove  and  censure  a  pubhc  Minister,  or  any 
other  public  servant,  has  auihoriEcd  it  so  to  do 
without  a  sufficient  cause  T  or  that  ihe  Sxeculive 
is  not  accountable  to  the  public  and  tbe  patty  iu- 
jured,  for  such  an  act,  in  like  manner  as  it  is  ac- 
countable for  any  end  every  other  act  il  may 
perform  by  virtue  of  the  Constitution  1  Upon 
what  principle  is  a  discrimination  founded,  which 
{resumes  restraints,  in  certain  cases,  against  the 
abuse  of  Eiecutive  power,  and  leaves  that  powei 
without  restraint  in  all  other  cases?  And  how 
do  you  designate,  or  where  draw  the  line  between 
these  two  species  of  power  so  opposite  in  their 
nature  and  character?  This  doctrine  is  against 
the  spirit  of  om  Constitution,  which  provides  a 
remedy  for  every  injury.  It  is  against  the  spirit 
of  elective  Government,  which  considers, every 
public  functionary  as  a  pablic  servant.  It  becomes 
the  meridian  of  those  countries  only  where  the 
monarch  inherits  the  territory  as  his  patrimony, 
and  the  people  who  inhabit  it  are  his  slaves. 

That  the  right  to  censure  and  remove  a  public 
officer  was  delegated  to  tbe  Executive,  with  pecu- 
liar confidence,  is  a  motive  why  il  should  be  ex- 
ercised with  peculiar  care;  for  the  more  confiden- 
tial the  trust  which  is  committed  to  a  public  func- 
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Qooary,  in  &  responsible  siation,  the  eteater  cir- 
cum^pecuon  should  be  uied  in  the  discharge  of  it. 
It  w&:i  not  iDteoded  thereby  lo  dispense  wiih  the 
priociples  of  justic^or  the  ioalienable  rights  of 
u«nneD  in  favor  of  Eiecutire  pleasure.  On  the 
conlrery  it  was  expected  (bat  that  pleasure  wotild 
be  exercised  ^(h  discretion,  and  tliat  those  prin- 
ciples and  rights  would  be  invariably  observed. 
It  is  an  incompetent  recompense  lo  a  person  who 
bas  been  injured  by  the  ExecutiTe,  to  be  told  that 
the  CoEutitution  permiis  the  injury,  if  the  power 
eotrosted  was  ibeieby  abused  and  the  principles 
of  the  Constitution  violated.  And  it  is  an  unbe- 
coming measure  in  the  Administration  to  defend, 
by  the  a^ument  of  power,  what  it  cannot  justify 
at  the  tribunal  of  reason  and  justice. 

I  have  been  injured  by  the  Administration, and 
haft  a  right  to  redress.  Imputations  of  miscon- 
dact  have  been  by  it  raised  against  me,  and  I 
hare  a  ri^ht  to  vindicate  myselfagainst  them.  I 
have  invited  you  to  slate  and  subsIantLBte  your 
charges,  if  you  have  any,  and  I  repeat  aeain  the 
iavitatian.  You  suggest,  that  you  have  facts  and 
information  which  warrant  this  procedure.  Lei 
me  knovr  ibem,  as  likewise  your  informers,  that  I 
mavbe  able  to  place  this  act  of  the  Executive, 
and  my  own  conduct,  in  the  light  in  which  they 
respectively  merit  lo  stand. 

The  situation  of  the  United  Stales  has  becom^ 
in  roany  respects,  a  very  critical  one  ;  and  it  is  of 
importance  that  the  true  cause  of  this  cri^iis  be 
diiunctly  known.  You  have  endeavored  to  im- 
press the  public  with  a  belief  that  it  proceeded  in 
some  respect  from  me.  Why,  then,  oo  you  evade 
the  inqtury  1  Is  it  because  yon  know  that  the  im- 
pntaiion  was  unjust,  and  wish  to  avoid  the  demon- 
stration of  a  truth  yoQ  are  unwilling  to  acknow- 
ledge ?  Or,  that  you  fear  a  discussion,  which  may 
throw  light  upon  a  topic  heretofore  too  little  un- 
derstood 1    I  am,  with  due  respect,  ^. 

Fnm  the  nine  to  the  wna. 

JtiLY  19, 1797. 
Mr.  Monroe  presents  his  compliments  to  Col. 
Pickering.  He  wishes  to  revise  his  correspondence 
in  the  Depariment  ot  State,  and  for  that  purpose 
will  ihank  him  for  the  assignment  of  a  cnamber 
in  bb  office,  with  the  aid  of  a  clerk,  for  a.  few 
days,  till  he  can  run  through  it.  He  hopes  au 
answer  to  this  immedialely,  if 


Fran  the  mdw  lo  tha  Mme. 

Phiwdelphu,  My  24, 1797. 
Mr.  Monroe  requests  to  know  of  Col.  Pickering 
whether,  and  when,  he  is  to  expect  an  answer  to 
his  letter  of  tbe  l9ih  instant,  as  likewise  to  his 
note  ot  the  same  date. 

nam  th«  Secntaiy  (€  State  lo  Mr.  Hanroe. 

Phiuidelphu,  July  24,  1797. 
Col.  Pickerintf  informs  Mr.  Monroe  that  his 
absence  last  week,  and  eDgagements  previous  to 
the  departure  of  the  President,  for  Boston,  pre- 


vented an  answer  to  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  of  the 
19th,  and  his  note  of  the  same  dale,  which,  how- 
ever, Mr.  Monroe  may  expect  to-morrow. 


From  ttu  Secretai?  of  Slate  lo  Mr.  Monroe. 
Department  of  State, 

Phiiadelphia,  July  24, 1797. 

Sir:  I  have  read  attentively  your  letter  of  the 
19th  instant,  but  discover  in  it  no  argument  to  in- 
duce a  change  of  the  opinion  expressed  to  you  in 
my  letter  of  the  17th. 

I  understand  you  to  contend  that  every  Minister 
of  the  United  States  who  is  recalled,  and  every 
other  public  officer  who  is  removed  from  office  by 
the  Executive  of  ihe  United  States,  has  a  riehtto 
demand,  and  be  informed  of  the  reasons  ana  mo- 
tives for  tbe  recall  or  removal.  In  ail  cases,  ex- 
cept that  of  the  Judges,  it  has  been  established, 
from  ihe  timeof  organizing  the  Government,  that 
removals  from  offices  should  depend  on  the  jJea- 
sure  of  the  Executive  power ;  and  you  know  that 
with  the  above  exception,  the  eoinmisiiions  of  all 
officers,  civil  and  mililBry,  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
deut  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
eiplicilly  declare  that  they  hold  their  offices  "dur- 
ing the  pleasure  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales."  Hence  1  conclude  that  a  compliance 
with  your  request  might  form  an  improper,  incon- 
venient, and  unwise  prgcedent. 

In  my  letter  of  the  17th,  1  remarked  that  "it  is 
easy  to  conceive  that  the  Preaidenl  of  the  United 
Stales  may  he  possessed  of  facta  and  ioformalion 
which  would  not  only  justify,  but  require  the  recall 
of  a  foreign  Minister,  or  tbe  dismission  of  an  officer 
at  home,  although  they  should  not  furnish  ground 
for  a  le^l  investigation." 

For  instance:  communications  might  be  re- 
ceived entitled  to  credit,  but  under  restrictions 
which  would  not  permit  a  disclosure.  While  to 
admit  tbe  principle  you  contend  for.  would  be  to 
shut  the  door  to  intelligence  of  infidelity  in  public 
officers;  especially  in  diplomatic  agents,  who,  re- 
siding in  foreign  countries,  are  removed  from  the 
immediate  observation  of  iheir  onn  Government. 

Again,  the  want  of  confidence,  from  whatever 
cause  it  may  arise,  is  a  good  reason  for  cbaugiag 
a  diplomatic  ageuL  If  he  is  found,  on  experience, 
lo  be  deficient  in  judgment,  skill,  or  diligence,  or 
if  circumsiances  inspire  a  reasonable  dotibt  of  the 
sincerity  of  his  views,  he  cannot  with  prudence, 
be  coDtinuedi  for  it  is  essential  that  there  should 
be  full  confidence  in  him,  A  diplomatic  agent, 
although  his  official  communications  have  a  fair 
appearance,  may  bold  intimate  and  improper  cor- 
respondence on  political  subjects,  with  men  known 
to  be  hostile  to  5) e  Government  he  represents,  and 
whose  actions  tend  to  its  subversion.  He  may 
even,  from  mistaken  views  of  the  interests  of  his 
own  country,  countenance  and  invite  a  conduct 
in  another,  derogatory  from  its  dignity,  and  inju- 

The  foregoing  are  cases  in  which  tbe  neces- 
sary confidence  of  a  Government  must  he  abated 
or  destroyed ;  and  yet  the  circumsiances  might  be 
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such  as  couJd  HOI  prudenlly  be  brought  to  a  for- 
mal djscusfion.  More  ma^  be  imagined  lo  es- 
tablish the  principle  thai,  m  regard  to  various 
public  officers,  it  is  essential  ibat  there  should  be 
a  discretion  to  remove,  without  an  obligatioD'" 
assign  reasons.  In  the  case  of  a  diplomatic  ch 
lacter,  they  apply  with  eztraoidinary  force. 

Il  is  not  true  that  removal  from  office  neces) 
rily  implies  actual  misconduct.  It  may  merely 
imply  a  want  of  ability.  Or,  in  respect  to  a  Min- 
ister, it  may  imply  only  a  change  in  political 
ajaiis  which  demaods,  or  renders  ezpetJicDt  for 
the  public  guod,  the  subslitutiou  of  a  different 
character. 

Still  another  instance  may  be  meationed 
which  a  demand  like  yours  could  not  be  complied 
with.  A  President  of  the  United  States  may 
good  grounds,  which  he  reserves  to  himself!  __ 
move  a  public  officer  previous  to  his  retiring  from 
office;  in  which  case  no  officer  in  the  succeeding 
Administration  could  possibly  assign  the  moti' — 
to  the  retnoval. 

These  reasons,  I  conceive,  are  sufficient  to  jus- 
tify the  determination  taken  in  my  tetter  ofihe 
17lh  instanlj  and  render  unnecessary  a  particular 
examination  of  your  observations,  or  answer  to 
your  numerous  questions.  There  is  no  disposi- 
tion to  treat  you  or  any  other  man  with  injustice, 
but  the  OovernmenI  cannot^  for  the  sake  of  in- 
dulging your  aensihilily,  sacrifice  a  great  national 

I  Will  conclude  with  one  remark.  I  agree  with 
you  that  the  President,  in  using  that  pleaiure  «ilh 
which  the  Constitution  has  invested  him  for  the 
removal  of  public  officers,  is  bound  to  exercise  il 
with  discretion;  hut  I  deny  that  he  is  bound  on 
every  occasion  to  explain  and  justify  his  conduct 
to  the  individual  removed  from  office;  which,  be- 
side other  objections,  would  expose  the  Executive 
to  perpetual  altercations  and  controversies  with 
the  officers  removed. 

In  answer  to  your  note  of  the  19lh  instant,  I  in- 
fonn  you  that  the  revision  of  your  correspondence 
with  the  Department  of  State,  which  you  re- 
quest, may  take  place,  with  the  aid  of  a  clerk, 
when  it  shall  suit  your  own  c 

I  am,  with  due  respect,  &c. 


From  Mr.  Pickering  to  Hr.  Monroe. 

pBii.AtfELFHiA,  Jtdy  25,  1797. 
Bih:  It  has  been  deemed  improper,  for  the  rea- 
sons assigned  in  my  official  letters,  to  attempt  an 
official  explanation  of  the  reasons  and  motives 
which  influenced  the  late  President,  in  termina- 
ting your  functions  as  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States  to  the  French  Republic. 
This  1  shall  not  ventore  to  dOj  in  any  capacity. 
But  it  is  in  my  power,  as  au  mdividaal  citizen, 
(ocommunicate  the  considerations  which  induced 
me,  last  Summer,  when  called  upon  by  the  Presi- 
dent, in  the  line  of  my  office,  to  advise  that  this 
measure  sboiild  be  taxen.  If  In  this  form  my 
•entimeots  will  give  you  any  satisfaction,  and  yon 
dnire  to  receive  them,  they  «hall  be  furnished. 


I  have  conversed  with  Mr.  McHenry  and  Mr. 
Lee  OD  this  subject;  and  in  the  like  form  yon  may 
receive  their  sentiments  respectively.  Mr.  Wol- 
cott  being  absent,  1  can  say  nothing  in  respect  to 
him.    I  am.  with  due  respect,  dtc. 


Prom  Mr.  Monroe  to  the  Benetiy  of  Stat*. 

PHiLADELPaiA,  Jub/  30,  1797. 

Bin;  I  have  received,  and  anendedio  your  ofiS- 
cial  letter  of  the  24th,  and  your  private  one  of  the 
25ih  instant,  and  shall  now  reply  to  both. 

Permit  me  lo  premise  that  in  any  discassion 
which  has  or  may  take  place  between  us,  I  bare 
not,  nor  shall  I  consider  you  in  any  other  th&n 
ycur  official  character;  having  yet  to  learn  ivhat 
your  pretensions  are  to  coonuenee  as  an  inlli- 
vidual  citizen,  or  the  weight  which  your  opinians 
ought  to  hare  as  such,  especially  in  the  present 


I  think  propel  now  to  observe  that  when  I  called 
upon  you  for  an  explanation  of  the  motives  of  tbe 
Administration  in  making  this  attack  upon  me.  il 
was  not  with  a  view  to  derive  any  inionnation 
for  myself.  I  have  been  loo  long  and  too  -well 
acquainted  with  the  political  conduct,  principles, 
and  views  of  the  Administration,  not  to  know 
what  its  motives  were  in  that  respect,  without  any 
aid  from  you.  Indeed,  knowing  what  my  o^ra 
conduct  was,  and  what  your  views  are,  of  which 
a  series  of  fads  and  circumstances  leave*  no  doubt 
on  my  mind,  I  had  no  expectation  of  obtaining 
from  yon  anything  like  a  candid  answer.  On  the 
contrary,  1  expected  an  evasive  one,  dealing-  in 
hints  and  inuendos,  thrown  out  to  divert  the  mind 
from  the  true  object  of  inquiry.  Nor  nave  I  been 
disappointed  in  my  expectaiion,  for  I  am  per- 
suaded that  no  impartial  person  can  read  your 
several  letters  upon  this  subject,  without  enier- 
taining  the  same  opinion  of  them. 

1  expected  even  a  disguiie  of  the  real  motiTe^ 
and  by  every  possible  artifice  which  interest  or 
ingenuity  could  suggest,  because  I  knew  the  renl 
motive  could  not  he  avowed;  and  such  I  am  per* 
suaded  will  be  the  opinion  of  every  impartial  per- 
son who,  after  reading  your  letters,  traces  the  true 
motive,  by  a  correct  analysis  of  those  facts  and 
circumstances  to  which  I  allude. 

I  called  upon  yon  in  that  spirit  of  candor  which 
1  have  always  observed  towards  the  Administra- 
tion, and  others;,  and  to  give  you  an  opportunity 
to  justify  your  conduct  by  your  own  argnments.- 
and  thereby  place  il  in  the  light  you  wisned  it  to 
stand.  But  this  you  have  refused  to  doj  and  for 
reasons  tbe  most  extraordinary.  In  calling  upmi 
yon,  then,  I  have  acted  consistently  with  my  own 
principles;  and,  in  refuting  lo  comply,  you  have 
taken  a  ground  for  which  the  Administration  is 
responsible. 

I  forbear  to  discuss  agaiu  the  solidity  of  that 
principle  which  supposes  every  public  officer  of 
the  United  Slates  (the  Judges  excepted)  a  menial 
servant  to  the  President,  a  principle  which,  if  es- 
tablished, banishes  from  the  bosom  of  ever*  such 
officer  all  regard  for  country,  every  noble  and 
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iacU  bill  upoa  ihe  personal  favor  of  his  luperior. 
ir»eh  were  the  case,  wbai  coofidence  could  the 
people  of  America  rrpoae  in  any  pablie  function' 
try,  since,  after  he  gets  iato  office,  whaterer  may 
hire  been  his  eliKracier  before,  he  sinks  into  a 
loaehiDej  and  ceaieato  be  a  watcnful  senliDrl  over 
tbe  pabhe  rights  and  interests'?  if  soch  were  the 
caM,  tike  principles  and  practice  of  our  free  Qov- 
erament  are  departed  from,  and  the  most  slavish 
doemnetof  the  most  slavish  QoreromeaiEi ate  in- 
trodaced  in  their  Head.  And  thai  such  must  be 
ihe  case  ie  obvious,  if  the  Bzecutire  can  exercise 
dw  ditcrOion  you  speak  of,  in  the  piearurable 
manaer  yoa  contend  for,  and  without  accounting 
fot  Hnf  of  its  act*  or  the  motives  of  them,  in  any 


of  the  people  of  America,  because  it  is  a  perni- 
cious one.  They  have  provided,  in  the  Conatito- 
tioD  they  have  adopted,  a  suitable  mode  for  the 
appointment  of  public  officers,  and  which  sup- 
poses a  due  regard  to  be  paid  to  the  characters  of 
ihost  who  are  appointed,  and  with  a  view  that 
tiiey  may  be  faithfully  nerved.  They  pay,  too, 
ibeir  public  officers.  President  and  all,  liberally, 
ud  ought  to  be  faithfully  served.  They  have 
likewise  provided  for,  and  wish  a  soperTisioa 
of  the  superior  over  the  inferior,  but  I  trust  it  is 
their  intention  that  the  merits  and  character  of 
ibe  latter  abould  be  estimated  by  the  standard  of 
ha  iategritf  and  public  cervices,  and  not  by  the 
«him,  caprice,  or  any  leas  worthy  motive  of  those 
above  him. 

Nor  shall  I  diactm  the  solidity  of  the  principle 
or  the  pcdicy  of  the  practice,  you  have  adopted,  of 
opeoing  a  door  in  your  office  for  the  reception  o' 
*put  and  informera,  to  whose  communicaliou*,  i 
■ppean,  implicit  faiih  is  given,  alihough  thei 
names,  their  chancters,  aod  even  the  purport  of 
iheir  denunciations  be  withheld. 

This  practice  it  of  great  antiquity,  and  is  now 
in  use  in  Ihe  despotic  Governments  of  EutoM. 
but  1  hoped  never  to  see  it  transplanted  to  inis 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  especially  in  the  degree  to 
which  you  extend  it. 

I  dismiss  these  topics  from  view,  because  they 
are  osly  iocideuiai  to  the  main  object  of  inquiry, 
and  involve  principles  in  which  I  am  not  inter- 
med,  otherwise  than  in  common  with  every  other 
American  citizen.  I  have  noticed  them,  however, 
that  their  tendency  may  be  correctly  understood. 

Bat  1  think  proper  to  make  a  few  commenin 
upon  the  hints  and  iouendos  couiained  in  your 
letter  of  the  24th,  and  with  a  view  to  place  them, 
■ltd  your  conduct  m  making  them,  in  their  trae 
liriit. 

^ou  suggest  many  cases,  which,  provided  they 
eiiiirt,  you  say  would  justify  the  Executive 
the  removal  and  censure  of  a  public  Minister 
otber  officer;  inch,  for  example,  as  a  "defect  of 
judgmeDi,  skill,  or  diligence;  the  want  of  confi- 
dence in  bim  by  the  Admiuistretion ;  his  holding 
improper  correspondence  with  men  known  to  be 
hostile  to  the  Qovernment  he  represent!,  aad 
5th  Cos.— 101 


whose  actions  lend  to  its  subversion;  bis  counte- 
nancing and  inviting,  from  a  misiakeo  view  of 
the  interest  of  his  own  country,  a  conduct  in  an- 
other derogatory  from,  and  injurious  to.  ibose  in- 
~  -rests,"  AC.  The  exisienceof  any  of  these  cases, 
ou  say,  would  justify  the  removal  of  any  public 
linister. 

It  is  not  my  inientioo  to  contest  with  you  ab- 
ract  principles,  because  I  will  readily  admit  that 
'  a  public  i^cer  be  incompetent  to  ihe  duties  of 
is  c^ce,  whether  it  proce^  from  want  of  judg- 
ment, skill,  or  diligence;  if  he  be  the  toot  or  parS- 
of  another  country  against  the  honor  and  i>»* 
tere*t  of  his  own ;  or  be  a*$ociaied  mihfiireignen 
of  any  description  whatever,  or  with  the  agenU 
at  enatuna  of  foreign  Powers,  in  promoting  an^ 
plan  of  conspiracy  against,  xniwrtction  in,  or  dii- 
organization  of  nis  own  country,  that,  in  any 
and  everv  such  case,  such  officer,  whether  he  be 
employed  at  Aome  or  abroad,  ought  to  be  dismissed 
and  disgraced,  or,  rather,  severely  punished;  for 
disgrace  upon  those  who  are  capable  of  commit- 
ting such  enormities  isnopuniKhmenl  at  all.  But 
Jo  you  mean  to  apply  any  of  these  imputaiiona 
to  me?  ir  so.  why  not  avow  it  and  present  your 
proof?  Would  it  not  be  more  manly  so  to  do, 
than  to  deal  in  inuendo  and  insinuation,  which, 
without  making  you  responsible  for  any  charge, 
are  perhaps  intended  to  oe  understood  as  sucn? 
Or  do  you  hope  that  we  shall  take  these  inuendo* 
for  facis,  without  your  (hclaring  iheni  to  be  so,  or 
producing  any  testimony  to  su)iport  them  T  This 
— ight  perhaps  promote  your  views  in  the  present 


ruth. 


uld  certainly 


t  promote  the  cauw 


With  respect  to  the  clamor  which  is  so  inces- 
_nlly  raised  (and  of  which  you  seem  disposed  to 
avail  yourself  in  the  present  instance)  of  danger 
to  the  Government  from  the  exercise  or  freedom 
of  opinion  in  debate  aod  writing,  or  of  vour  insin- 
uation that  I  bad  improper  correspondence  with 
any  such  persons,  it  is  one  which  merits  no  replr. 
I  have  no  correspondent,  in  whom  I  repose  conft- 
dence,  who  has  not  given,  at  least,  as  strong  proof 
of  his  attachment  to  good  Goverumeul  and  good 
order,  and  who  is  not  as  much  interested  (perhaps 
much  more  so)  in  the  preservation  of  those  bles»> 
ings,  as  yourself,  or  any  of  those  who  make  tha 
loudest  clamor  on  that  subject.  Nor  have  I  had 
Bcommunication  withnny  person  or  persons, whiUt 
employed  abroad,  or  at  any  other  lime,  of  a  public 
nature,  but  with  a  view  to  preserve  the  Qovernment 
and  the  Union  entire',  always  seeking  to  counteract 
the  disuniiing.  disorganizing,  projects  of  those  who 
secretly  wish  to  subvert  them.  Do  jrou  know  of 
any  correspondence  of  mine,  exhibiting  an  oppo- 
site character,  or  having  an  opposite  tendency  ? 
If  you  do,  prodnce  it;  and  then  we  will  discuss 
this  jpoint  further.  But  till  then  1  shall  consider 
this  inuendo,  like  the  others,  as  being  thrown  out 
only  to  obscure  the  subject,  and  divert  the  mind 
from  the  trae  object  ofinquiry. 

And  upon  the  point  of  con6dence  between  the 
Administivtion  and  myself,  with  respect  to  tba 
period  of  its  commencement  and  termination  oa 
both  sides,  (if  indeed  it  ever  existed  on  theit's  is 
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the  view  ia  which  I  had  reason  to  believe  it  did,) 
wiih  the  cause  which  created  and  destroyed  it,  1 
■hall  say  but  little,  at  present,  because  it  is  a  very 
important  one,  and  requires  to  be  more  fully  illus- 
trated than  the  Dature  of  this  communicalioQ  will 
admit  of.  This  point  involves  in  it  the  whole 
policv  of  the  Admmisiratioo,  in  mv  mission  and 
Tecall,  and  will,  I  think,  when  fully  understood, 
tendesseniiallyio  illustrate  the  conduct,  principles, 
and  views  of  the  Administration  during  this  great 
and  interesting  crisis  of  human  affairs.  I  think 
proper,  howeverj  to  observe  here,  that  whatever 
may  be  the  opinion  of  the  world  as  to  the  merits 
of  the  AdminisiraiioD.  in  these  respects,  or  of  its 
conduct  towards  me,  tnrough  the  whole  of  my  mis- 
sion, I  can  show,  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner, 
that  my  political  character  and  ptinciplea,  whilst 
a  memner  of  the  American  Senate,  and  whilst 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  with 
the  French  Republic,  were  always  [be same;  and 
that  in  both  stations,  and  throughout  every  vicissi- 
tude of  our  affairs,  tt  was  the  constant  and  labori- 
ous effort  of  my  life  to  preserve  peace,  harmony, 
and  perfect  amity,  between  the  two  Republics.  1 
can  show,  too,  tlial  those  efforts  had  produced, and 
were  still  prodncine,  agood  effect,  of  which  the 
Administration  had  fuU  knowledge,  at  the  very 
moment  when  it  endeavored  to  impress  the  pub- 
lic with  a  belief  that  I  had  failed  to  do  my  duty. 
The  Administration  may,  perhaps,  find  it  hereaf- 
ter expedient  to  explain  ^y  I  was  invited  to  ac- 
cept that  mission,  and  confided  in  at  that  time, 
and  why  that  confidence  was  withdrawn  after- 
wards. Were  my  political  character  and  prioci- 
Etes  less  known  in  the  former  stage  than  in  the 
liter?  I  presume  not;  for  at  the  time  when  I 
was  invited  to  accept  this  mission  to  the  French 
Republic,  I  was  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  and  had  acted  with  such  decision 
upon  all  topics  which  came  before  that  bod^  as 
to  leave  no  doubt  with  any  one  what  my  political 
principles  were.  Was  there  any  particular  object 
m  view,  depending  anywhere  at  the  former  pe- 
riod, and  which  my  appointment  to  the  French 
Republic  might  then  promote?  And  did  the  a 
eomplishment  of  thnt  object  produce  a  change 
the  policy  of  the  Administration  towards  that  Re- 
public 1  and  of  what  nature  was  that  object?  I 
suggest  these  ideas  incidentally,  only,  and  wiihoi 
meaning  logo  fully  into  them. 

So  much!  hare  thought  proper  to  say,  in  reply 
to  the  hints  and  inuendos  contained  in  your  let- 
ter of  the  34th,  and  which,  I  presume,  will  fully 
explain  your  motivesin  making  them.  I  will  now 
proceed  to  another  point  of  more  importance  in 
the  present  inquiry. 

The  change  in  the  political  situation  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  too  obvious  and  interesting  not  to 
attract  the  attention  and  excite  the  sensibility  of 
even  those  who  are  the  least  observant.  A  few 
years  past,  the  name  of  America  was  a  venerable 
name  in  the  catalogue  of  nations.  It  command- 
ed the  respect  and  drew  the  sympathetic  atten- 
tion of  all  Powers  and  of  all  men.  HercoiDmerce 
and  her  agricnlture  Qourished,  baud  in  hand,  and 
her  peo|Je  were  happy.    Beloved  by  her  ancient 


friends,  there  was  Docloudin  the  political  hotizoi 
to  darken  her  prospects.  A  coalition  of  tyraDts,it 
is  true,  whose  avowed  object  it  was  to  extirpate 
liberty  from  off  the  face  of  the  globe,  excited  un- 
easiness for  a  while;  soon  however  the  simog  lad 
potent  artns  of  Republicanism  crushed  its  efforts 
and  averted  the  storm.  But  what  a  reverse  has 
'  taken  place !  and  when  will  the  catastrojdie 
eail  Oar  national  character  has  not  only  alrea- 
dy greatly  declined,  and  our  commerce  and  a^'t- 
culture  greatly  suffered,  bat  we  are  on  the  point 
of  bein^  involved  in  a  war  with  our  ancient  and 
deserving  ally,  now  become  a  Republic,  after  our 
own  example,  and  on  the  side  of  tne  remnants  of 
that  same  coalj  tion  which  was  lately  armed  aaainsl 
the  liberties  of  the  world.    Strange  and  almost 


said  and  done  by  the  Administration,  not  simply 
to  exculpate  itself  from  all  blame  in  that  respect 
but  to  criminate  others;  and  when  called  opon  to 
state  and  substantiate  its  charges,  what  has  been 
the  result  7    Let  your  letters  sbow. 

It  is  now  time  to  close  this  subject,  and  to  bring 
into  view  an  important  qnestion  which  must  n 
decided  on.  Has  the  AdministratioD  performed 
its  duty  to  its  country  in  those  great  concerns,  and 
acquitted  itself  to  the  public  as  it  aught  to  have 
done  7  In  my  judgment  it  has  not.  Might  we 
not  have  avoiaed  this  crisis  and  all  the  evils  which 
led  toit  by  other  and  obvious  measures,  more  con- 
sistent with  our  national  honor  and  interest,  ud 
without  exposing  ourselves  to  Aaj  teal  danm 
whatever?  In  my  judgment  we  might.  In  tnia 
latter  view,  the  subject  acquires  new  importance, 
and  is  entitled  to  more  particular  attention. 

You  will  readily  perceive  that  our  fellow-ciii- 
zens,  in  general,  are  deeply  interested  in  the  sev- 
eral points  in  discussion  between  us,  to  whom  it 
likewise  belongs  to  estimate  youHs  and  my  con- 
duct ;  and  I  now  think  proper  to  inform  you  that 
it  is  my  intention  to  carry  the  subject  before  thai 
enlightened  and  impartial  tribunal,  with  all  the 
lights  which  I  possess. 

I  am,  with  due  respect,  &c. 


From  Mr.  Monroe  to  die  BecnUiy  <tf  State,  Jolj  31. 
1797. 
Mr.  Monroe  requests  Col.  Pickering  to  inform 
his  colleagues  that  the  evident  impropriety  of  his 
having  any  communication,  otherwise  than  with 
the  Administration  itself,  upon  an  act  for  whicb 
he  holds  the  Administration  responsible,  precludes 
his  receiving  from  them,  as  individual  citizeas, 
any  information  whatever  respecting  the  moiives 
which  governed  them  in  the  case  referred  to. 
He  decHnes  this  with  the  greater  pleasure,  be- 
cause the  course  he  finds  it  necessary  to  adopt,  for 
the  communicatioo  aod  development  of  this  sub- 
ject, generally,  offers  to  those  gentlemen,  as  indi- 
vidual citizens,  an  opportunity  to  communicate 
the  motives  of  their  conduct  in  that  ease  to  the 
community  at  large,  through  which  channel  only 
can  he  attend  to  tuem. 
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COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


[Repoitod  Oecembai  36,  1797.] 
The  Committee  to  whom  w*^  referred  thai  ptrC 
of  the  Ptesident't  Speech  which  telstea  to  the 
Protection  of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the 
Cotmirv,  beg  leare  to  report,  in  part,  of  the  sub- 
jects which,  under  this  authority,  require  their 


That  the  atnuthorized  depredations  which  io- 
terrupl  the  commerce  of  the  United  Slates  are 
rendered  more  eztensirely  destrnctire  tu  certain 
regulations  which  originated  with  the  act  of  June 
theSih,  1794,  made  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the 
ponishment  of  eertai'i  crirnet  against  the  United 
Btites.  That  act  prohibits,  among  other  things, 
the  fitting  and  arming,  within  the  iJnited  States, 
uy  thip  or  resbel  with  intent  to  employ  the  same 
JD  the  serrice  of  any  foreign  Prince  or  Stale,  for 
hostile  purposes.  The  insiruciiont  immediately 
afterwards  siven  by  the  Ezeculire  to  carry  thai 
lav  iaio  full  effect,  appears  in  a  letter  from  the 
DepartmeDt  of  War,  circulated  to  the  QaTemom 
of  the  several  States,  under  date  of  July  31,  1TS1, 
a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  submitted.  Theeom- 
mittfe  would  more  e.~pecially  refer  to  that  part  of 
the  Ictcer  which  prohihits  citizens  from  arming 
Iheir  Tetsels,  unleu  in  some  special  cbms,  re- 
■erred  for  ihe  dec ision  of  the  President. 

The  alarming  increase  of  injurious  depredations 
since  occurrins,  ^?e  rise  to  attempts  by  our  citi- 
zens to  arm  their  vessels,  and  when  refused  per- 
misiLon,  to  very  earnest  claims  of  their  righl.  And 
ihe  question  was  submitted  to  the  Treasury  De- 

ertmeut,  and  answered  therefrom,  by  a  circular 
ler  lo  the  collectors  of  the  custoins,  under  date 
of  April  8, 1797;  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
BDbmitted.  It  is  thereby  directed  that  the  sailing 
of  armed  vessels,  not  bona  Jide  destined  to  the 
Bail  Indies,  be  reitrained.  until  otherwise  ordain- 
ed by  Congress.  It  is  understood  that  the  excep- 
tion has  been  vince  extended  in  favor  of  vessels 
bound  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  This  restraint  ap- 
pnri  to  have  originated  on  the  part  of  the  Kiec- 
ntire  of  the  United  States,  solely  in  the  wish  to 
prevent  eolIosioDs  with  the  Powers  at  war,  con- 
invening  the  act  before  meotioned,  and  not  from 
any  doubt  of  the  policy  and  propriety  of  permit- 
titigourveaseliitnemploy  means  of  defence  while 
CDMged  in  a  lawful  foreign  commerce. 

Your  comtnittet  are  of  opinion  that  Legislative 
^vision*  ought  to  be  established  in  lieu  of  the 
Bieeutive  directiong  herein  referred  to.  The  law 
before  mentioned  has  not  provided  for  any  exam- 
ination, or  directed  to  any  circumstance  or  stipu- 
lations by  which  the  case  of  the  lawful  equipment 
otavewel  of  the  United  States  maybe  dislin- 
gtiuhed  from  that  of  an  unlawful  atmmg  for  hos- 
tile purposes.  From  this  defect  has  arisen  the  ne- 
cessity, if  there  be  any,  of  the  existing  restraint 
which  has  operated  to  render  Ihe  vessels  of  the 
United  States  defenceless  azainsi  every  attack, 
however  lawless  and  unauthorized,  and  an  easy 
prey  to  the  most  inconsiderable  force.  It  is  ob- 
■emUe,  also,  that  the  exceptions  from  this  k- 


straini,  admitted  in  favor  of  vessels  undertaking 
for  a  voyage  to  the  East  Indies,  or  lo  the  coast  of 
Africa,  are  without  any  guard  upon  the  conduct 
of  those  vessels  abroad,  and  that  these  pretences 
may  be  falsely  assumed  with  impunity. 
Upon  thete  coosi derations  the  committee  have 

frejMred  a  bill,  as  supplementary  to  the  act  of 
Qoe,  1704,  providing  against  abuses  which  may 
be  aiteinpted  or  practised  under  color  of  equipping 
vessels  for  defence,  in  case  that  right  should  be 
generally  exercised  by  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Sutes. 
All  which  is  submitted,  by  order  of  the  com- 


Wab  Department,  July  31, 1794. 
Sib:  Some  doubis  having  arisen  in  several  of 
the  States  as  to  the  eircuuuiances  of  equipment 
in  any  vessel  belooginK  to  the  belligerent  nations, 
which  ma]^  be  deemed  an  unlawful  Increase,  or 
augmentation  of  force,  it  has  been  judged  advisa- 
ble, in  order  that  a  uniform  principle  may  prevail 
npoD  the  subject,  to  give  the  following  explana- 

The  mounting  additional  guns,  or  changing  or 
altering  the  calibre  or  size  of  the  guns,  in  any  man- 
ner whatever;  the  making  of  new  gun  carriages, 
or  the  culling  of  new  port  boles  in  any  part  of  a 
vessel,  are  each  adjudged  to  be  an  unlawful  aug- 
mentation of  force,  and  therefore  to  be  prevented. 

This  construction  had  its  full  operation  upon 
ihe  British  letter  of  marque  ship  Jane,  which  ar- 
rived in  the  port  of  Philadelphia  in  the  month  of 
July,  1793.  New  gun  carriages  were  made,  addi- 
tional guns  mounted,  which  nad  been  brought  in 
the  hold  of  said  vessel,  and  new  port  holes  were 
cut  in  her  sides  and  stern.  Bach  and  every  one 
of  these  acts  being  deemed  unlawful,  she  was 
obliged  loreland  the  newgnn  carriages,  dismount 
the  additional  guns,  and  dismantle,  and  effectually 
close  up  the  new  port  holes. 

Although  this  rule  has  been  hitherto  considered 
as  applicable  to  the  bellioerenl  Powers  only,  yet, 
in  oraer  lo  prevent  any  abuse  or  national  respon- 
sibility from  the  subjects  of  other  neutral  natiotis, 
fitting  out  or  equipping  vessels  in  our  parts,  for 
the  use  of  one  of  the  warring  nations,  it  is  extend- 
ed to  all  vessels  belonging  even  to  neutrals. 

The  United  States  being  also  a  neutral  nation, 
the  vessels  of  their  citizens,  in  moat  cases,  do  not 
require  to  be  armed ;  the  arming  such  vessels, 
therefore,  raises  a  presumption  that  it  is  done  with 
a  hostile  intent,  and  contrary  to  the  prohibitions 
of  the  act  of  Congress.  Some  special  cases,  in- 
deed, may  occur,  in  which  arming  may  be  proper 
and  necessary,  but  these  cases  ought  always  to  be 
well  examined  and  ascertained,  lest  ihey  should 
cover  collusions  with  some  of  the  belligerent  Pow- 
ers. To  guard  against  such  an  abuse,  no  vessel, 
belonging  to  anv  citizen  of  the  United  States,  is  to 
be  permitted  to  be  armed,  and  to  sail,  until  all  cir- 
cumstances concerning  her  shaU  have  been  trans- 
mitted to  the  President,  and  his  decision  thereon 
made  known. 

I  have  the  honor  to  tranamit,  herein  enclosed, 


.dbyGoogle 


3175 


APPENDIX. 


Sl7ft 


Commerce  of  tht  Vmted  Stata. 


Knew  rale  aa  to  tbe  sailing  of  vessels  of  war  of  the 
belligerent  nations  from  tbe  United  States,  and 
also  Hn  act  entitled  "  Aa  act  in  addition  to  an  act 
for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the 
United  Slates."  I  am,  sir  your  obedient  servant, 
H.  KNOX. 
His  Excellency  ihe  Governor  of . 

Circulu  to  the  Collecton  of  the  Ciutoini. 
Theasdrt  Department, 

April  B,  1797. 
Sib:  The  depredaiiona  to  which  the  comiDerce 
of  the  United  States  is  at  present  exposed  have 
given  rise  to  a  question  which,  beios  of  general 
concern,  is  therefore  made  the  subject  of  a  circu- 
lar commanicaiion. 

The  question  is,  whether  it  be  lawful  to  arm  the 
merchant  vessels  of  tbe  United  States  for  their 
protection  and  defence  while  engaged  in  regular 


It  is  answered,  that  no  doubt  is  entertained  that 
defence,  by  means  of  military  force,  against  mere 
pirates  and  sea  rovers,  is  lawful.  The  armiog  of 
vessels  bona  Jide  engaged  in  trade  to  the  Bast 
Indies  is,  therefore,  on  account  of  the  danger  from 
pirates,  to  be  permitted,  as  heretofore ;  but,  as  the 
arming  of  vessels  destined  for  European  or  West 
India  commerce  raises  a  presumption  that  it  is 
done  with  hostile  intentions  against  some  one  of 
the  belligerent  nations,  and  nay  cover  collusive 
practices  inconsistent  with  the  act  of  Congress  of 
June.  1794,  unless  e^uarded  by  provisions  more  ef' 
fecinal  than  have  been  hitherto  established,  it  is 
directed  that  tbe  sailing  of  armed  vessels,  not  bona 
Jide  destined  to  the  East  Indies,  be  restrained, 
until  otherwise  ordained  by  Congress. 

InformalioD  has  been  received  that  some  vessels 


if  the  United  States.  The  utmost 
vigilance  on  tbe  part  of  the  collectors  to  prevent 
the  progress  of  this  evil  is  enjoined  ;  where  there 
is  reasonable  ground  to  believe  that  vessels  are 
equipped  for  the  purpose  of  being  employed  against 
the  commerce  of  this  country,  they  are  to  Se  ar- 
rested, and  the  circumstances  slated  to  this  De- 
SBTiment.  I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obe- 
ieni  servant, 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 


[Communicated  lo  Congress,  Janttai;  S3,  1T98.] 
IUfobt  of  the  S«eret>r7  of  State  to  tlie  FrMident  of 
the  United  States. 
Department  of  State,  yon.  22,  1798. 
Id  obs.Tvance  of  your  direciion^  I  have  revised 
the  communications  from  Mr.  Elhcoti,  the  Com- 
missioner of  [he  United  States  at  the  Natchez, 
since  my  report  of  the  3d  of  July  lasi,  which,  with 
the  documents  therein  referrw  to,  you,  on  the 
•ame  day.  laid  before  Congress ;  and  now  respect- 
'■■"-'  submit  to  -  .... 

s  therein  It 


The  last  letter  from  Mr.  Ellicott,  of  which  a 
commuoicalioD  was  made  to  Congress,  bore  date 
the  lOth  of  May  last.  His  next,  dated  the  27ih  of 
that  month.  1  received  the  34ih  of  August.  In 
this  he  mentions  that  reinforcements  were  sent 
from  New  Orleans  to  the  post  at  Walnnt  Hills, 
and  that  repairs  were  made  on  tbe  fort  at  the 
Natchez.  That  he  had  received  rery  satisfactory 
accounts  from  both  the  Chickasaws  and  Choc- 
taws  that,  for  more  tban  eight  months  pant,  they 
had  been  tampered  with  by  the  Spanish  agents 
and  traders,  to  prevent  the  late  treaty  between 
His  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  from 
being  carried  into  effect,  though  Mr.  Bllicott 
thinks,  without  success.  On  the  11th  of  May,  he 
wrote  to  Qovernor  Gayoso.  desiring  a  defioitivt 
answer  as  to  the  time  be  would  be  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  determination  of  the  boundaries  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  as  specified  in  the  treaty, 
to  which  he  received  an  unsatisfactory  answer. 
Od  tbe  13th  he  addressed  to  Gownor  Gayoso  a 
retrospective  view  of  their  correspondence,  and  of 
that  with  Lieutenant  Pope,  exhibiting  the  repeal- 
ed promises  and  demonstrations  of  running  the 
bo,undary  line  and  evacuating  the  posts ;  the  non- 
performance of  those  promises,  and  the  varied  pre- 
tences for  the  delay.  To  this  detail  of  unfulfiiled 
engagements  and  contradictory  measures, the  Gov- 
ernor answered  Mr.  Ellicoit  on  the  17th,  "that 
he  should  not  trooble  him  with  justifying  the  mo- 
tives which  had  caused  some  disagreement  in  his 
{the  Governor's)  communications  ;"  adding,  how- 
ever, that "  they  were  far  from  being  sincere." 

In  his  next  letter,  dat^  tbe  4ih  of  June.  Mr. 
Ellicott  mentions  that  "  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  who  are  trading  on  the  Mississippi,  arefre- 
quently  treated  with  great  insolence  at  the  Span- 
ish posts,  and  their  property  taken  for  the  use  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  when  wanted,  and  always 
at  a  reduced  price."  He  instances  the  caw  of  a 
Mr.  McCluny,  from  whom  a  large  quanliwof 
Boar  was  thus  taken  at  the  Walnut  Hills-,  and  of 
Francis  Daily,  who  was  compelled  to  receive  as 
cash,  in  payment  for  goods  sold,  a  spedes  of  papet 
which  was  passing  at  a  discount  of  twelTC  pa 

With  this  letter  Mr.  Ellicott  transmitted  acofy 
of  a  proclamaion  by  the  Baron  de  Carondelet, 
Qovenior  General  of  Louisiana,  bearing  date  at 
New  Orleans  the  24th  of  May,  and  ordered  to  be 
published.  In  order  to  dissipate  reports  which  bad 
alarmed  the  inhabitaDts  of  tbe  Natchez,  the  Baroa 
therein  declares  "  that  the  suspension  of  the  de- 
marcation of  the  limits,  and  the  evacuation  of  the 
fOTis,  which  will  be  comprehended  on  the  other 
side  of  the  line,  is,  at  present,  only  occasioned  by 
the  imperious  necessity  of  securing  Lower  Louis- 
iana  from  tbe  hostilities  of  the  English,  who,  (he 
says,)  without  regard  to  the  inviolability  of  the 
territory  of  the  United  Slates,  have  set  on  foot  an 
expedition  against  Upper  Louisiana,  which  tbey 
cannot,  however,  attack,  without  traversing  the 
aforesaid  territory."  But  he  suggests  that,  if  they 
made  themselves  masters  of  the  Illinois  country, 
tbey  would  then  attack  Lower  Louisiana.  The 
labulous  expedition  of  the  Sngliah  from  Canada 
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is  thus  made  the  pretence  for  the  non-execution 
of  the  treaty  on  the  part  of  Spain.  "  We  hare 
thought  proper  (says  rhe  Baron)  to  put  the  post  of 
Walnut  Hills  in  a  respectable  but  prortstonal  stale 
of  defence,  until  the  United  States,  informed  of 
iheK  motives,  by  the  Minisiei  FJenipotentiary  of 
His  Majesty,  to  whom  we  have  commuaicaled 
them,  proride  against  these  incoorenieiices;  aad, 
hy  taaiDg  the  proper  steps  to  cause  (he  territory 
to  be  respected,  soall  put  in  our  power  to  futfil, 
without  danger,  the  articles  ol  the  treaty  coar  ~  ~ 
ing  limits." 

In  this  proclamation,  the  information  of  the 
Eoglisb  expedition  is  represented  as  haring  been 
communicated  by  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  to  thi 
Sj>anish  Minister  in  the  United  States;  but,  ii. 
his  next  proctamalion,  one  week  afterwards,  (May 
31si,]  he  sets  forth  that  be  had  received,  from  that 
Minister,  ioformation  of  the  expedition  from  Can- 
ada, and,  therefore,  ''bad  judged  it  necessary,  for 
the  safety  and  trajiquillicy  of  Lower  Louisiana, ' 
suspend  the  evacuation  of  the  post  of  Natche 
and  of  the  Walnut  Hills."  And,  as  early  as  the 
first  of  May.  Governor  Gayoio,  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Ellicott,  piiDlished  with  the  other  documents  laid 
before  Congress  at  the  last  session,  assigns  the  in- 
formation, Before  that  day,  received  by  the  Baron 
from  the  Spanish  Minister,  of  the  above  pretend- 
ed expedition  as  the  reason  for  holdiog  the  posts, 
and  putting  them  in  a  state  of  defence,  particular- 
ly the  WaTout  Hills.  In  the  same  proclamation 
(of  which  a  copy,  No.  1,  is  anoexed)  the  Baion 
a£^ts  to  consider  the  march  of  a  detacbment  of 
American  troops  from  the  Ohio  to  the  State  of 
TeDQessee,  while  it  has  been  intimated,  as  he  says, 
to  the  militia  of  Cumberland,  to  huM  themselves 
ready  to  march  at  the  first  notice,  as  an  evidence 
of  a  hostile  attack  intended,  even  by  the  United 
Slates,  on  Louisiana. 

The  pretences  for  holdins  the  posts  in  question, 
and  delaying  to  run  the  boundary  line,  having 
varied  from  lime  to  time,  it  may  be  proper  to  pre- 
sent them  in  one  view. 

/h  the  month  <^  Marek. 

lai.  Thai  it  vaa  uneertain  whether  the  forts, 
when  evacuated,  were  to  be  demolished  or  left 
stand  iDjE. 

3d.  That  it  was  necessary  to  secure  the  real 
property  to  the  inhabitants.  And  both  these  points. 
It  was  said,  must  be  adjusted  by  a  negotiation  be- 
tween (he  two  Governments  of  Spain  and  the 
United  Statec,  prior  lo  the  evacuatiiHt  of  the 


3d.  That  they  muat  be  retained  until  the  Span- 
ish ofieer*  were  sure  the  Indians  would  be  pa- 
cific 

On  the  24lh  of  May. 

4ih.  The  English  expediiion  from  Canada, 
which  could  not  proceed  without  violating  the 
UTfiiury  of  the  United  Stales. 

Bat,  in  the  proclamation  of  this  date,  the  pui- 
tipe  of  the  principal  poet,  that  of  the  Walnut 
HiUs,  in  a  state  of  defence  was  declared  to  be 
only  proriEicmal,  and  unifl  the  United  State* 
ahooJd  eviae  (heir  larntory  to  be  reapected. 


5th.  On  the  31st  of  May,  the  Baron's  second 

tiroclamaiion  repeats  ibe  same  pretence,  the  Eo^ 
Lsh  expediiion,  and  adds  a  new  one,  that  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  were  marching  troops,  anil  preparing 
the  mijilia  to  take  the  Spanish  dominions  by  sur- 
prise. Further  motives  are  also  assigned — ante- 
rior menaces  by  the  Commisaioner,  Mr.  Ellicott,- 
aud  of  Lieutenant  Pope,  and  the  expected  rupture 
between  the  United  Slates  and  France.  And  new 
conditions  are  now  mentioned  to  be  performed  by 
the  United  States,  viz:  that  they  should,  as  a  D«- 
cessary  evidence  that  they  have  no  hostile  inten- 
tions against  the  Spanish  provinces,  either  leave 
the  post  of  the  Natchez^  or  the  Walnut  Hills,  in 
possessionof  Spain,  as  ''  iheonly  bulwark  of  Low- 
er Louisiana  to  stop  the  course  of  the  British  ;"  or 
give  10  the  Span  lards ''securiijr  against  the  article 
of  the  treatjr  with  Great  Britain,  which  exposes 
Lower  Louisiana  to  be  pillaged  and  destroyed 
down  to  the  capital.  Then  (says  the  Baron)  we 
will  deliver  up  the  said  posl&  and  lay  down  our 
arms,  which  i^ey  (the  United  Sutes^  have  forced 
us  to  take  up,  by  arming  their  miliiia  in  time  of 

Cce,  and  sending  a  considerable  body  of  troops 
roundaboui  ways  to  surprise  us." 

Pretences  more  frivolous,  or  more  unfounded 
and  unwarrantable,  were  perhaps  never  ursed  u 
reasons  to  excuse  a  violation  of  the  faith  of  trea- 
ties. Never,  perhaps,  was  conceived  a  more  ab- 
surd idea,  than  that  of  marching  troorts  from  the 
Ohio  to  the  Slate  of  Tennessee,  and  thence  to  the 
Natchez,  in  the  whole,  a  tedious,  difficult  and  ex- 
pensive route  of  many  hundred  miles,  chiefly 
through  a  wilderness ;  when,  if  the  United  States 
had  any  hostile  views  they  had  only  to  collect 
their  troops  to  the  Ohio,  and  suffer  them  to  be 
floated  down  that  river  and  the  Mississippi,  al- 
most without  tabor,  with  great  expedition,  and  at 
small  expense,  to  the  country  to  be  attacked.  But 
the  suggestion  is  as  false  as  it  is  absurd. 

Neither  does  any  article  of  the  treaty  between 
the  United  Slates  and  Great  Britain  (the  Baron 
doubtless  means  the  treaty  of  l^^J  °°'  'he  ex- 
planatory article  of  1796,  give  to  Great  Britain 
any  new  right  respecting  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  coosequently  do  not  expose,  more 
than  it  was  before  exposed.  Lower  Louisiana  to  be 
pillaged  and  destroyed  by  the  British.  But  this 
quesiion  having  been  fully  discussed  in  my  letter 
of  the  17th  of  May  last,  lo  the  Spanish  Minister, 
and  his  reasoning  demonstrated  (as  I  cooceive^  to 
be  utterly  unfounded,  it  would  be  a  waste  of  lime 
to  add  any  further  observations  upon  it. 

If  the  posts  of  the  Natchez  and  Walnut  Hills 
"are  the  only  bulwarks  of  Lower  Louisiana,  to 
stop  the  course  of  the  British,"  as  the  Baton  as- 
serts, and  if,  therefore,  Spain  is  justifiable  in  hold- 
ing them,  she  may  retain  them,  without  any  limit- 
ation of  time,  for  her  wcurity  in  any  future  war, 
as  well  as  in  that  which  now  exists.  But  this, 
like  all  the  other  reasons  which  have  been  before 
advanced,  ismerely  ostensible.  Thetruereasonia 
doubtless  developed  by  the  Baron  in  his  proelama* 
'  lon  of  the  31st  of  May.    The  expectation  of  an 

immediate  rupture  between  France,  the  in"' 

ally  of  Spain,  and  the  United  States." 
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The  Spanish  Minister  having  resumed  tbis  lub- 
jeciinhis  letter  to  roe  of  the  llih  of  July,  his 
own  printed  translation  cff  it,  and  of  my  answer 
of  the  6ih  of  August,  ate  hereto  aanexed,  togeiher 
with  his  letter  of  ibe  19th  of  August,  acknowledg- 
ing the  receipt  of  that  answer,  and  bis  two  subse- 
quent letters  of  the'Stb  of  October  and  Slst  of  No- 
vember. With  ihe  last,  it  seems  proper  to  lay 
before  you  n  paper,  signed  "  Verus"  which  ap- 
peared in  the  Aurora,  printed  by  Benjamin  Frant' 
lin  Bache,  on  the  morning  a{  the  33d,  coDtaining, 
in  substance,  his  letter  of  the  32d,  which  I  receiv- 
ed the  preceding  evening,  and  some  additional  ex- 
pressions which  the  Minister  himself  deemed  too 
Sross  to  be  addressed  to  the  QovernmeDt  under 
is  proper  aisnature ;  but  which,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances here  mentioned,  must  necessarily  be 
ascribed  to  him. 

In  his  next  letter.  Mr.  Ellicoit  gives  an  account 
of  an  insurrection  afthe  inhabitants  of  the  Natchez. 
A  minute  detail  of  the  circumstances  which  grad- 
ually tended  to  produce  this  event,  he  says,  would 
fill  a  volume.  The  following  relation  is  extract- 
ed from  his  letter  of  June  27th  ;  ''  The  delay 
(says  he)  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniaids,  to  carry 
tne  late  treaty  between  His  Catnolic  Majesty  and 
the  United  States  into  effect,  gave  ereat  uneasi- 
ness, which  was  daily  increased  by  the  Spaniards 
reiDiorcing  and  repairing  the  fort  at  tbis  place  and 
the  Walnut  Hills,  The  people  considered  those 
preiMrations  as  a  deter  mi  tuition  on  the  part  of 
Spain  to  retain  the  country,  notwilhatanding  the 
late  treaty.  A  disposition  was  frequently  mani- 
fested to  resist  the  laws  of  Spain  ;  but  they  were, 
nevertheless,  submitted  to  without  a  direct  oppo- 
silian,  until  Friday  the  9ih  instant,  when  a  Mr. 
Hannan,  a  preacher  among  the  Baptifis,  was  ta- 
ken on  some  trivial  pretence,  and  confined  by  his 
legi  in  a  small  building  within  the  fort  This 
was  considered  as  an  attack  upon  the  privileges 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Butes,  (Mr.  Hannan 
being  one,}  and  a  determination,  at  all  events,  to 
enforce  the  laws,  civil  and  religious,  of  Spain, 
with  rigor.  Under  this  impression  the  inhabitants 
flew  to  arms,  and  the  Oovernot  and  the  principal 
officers  of  QovernmeDt  took  refuge  in  the  fort. 
Thus,  in  less  than  ten  hours,  by  ao  unnecessary 
exertion  of  power,  the  authority  of  the  Grovernor 
was  cooEncM  to  the  small  compass  of  the  fort." 

Saturday,  tbe  10th.  the  opposition  to  the  Span- 
bh  Qovernment  hail  extended  almost  over  the 
district.  Sunday  the  llth,  a.  number  of  enter  pris- 
ing opposers  of  the  Spanish  Government  called 
upon  Lieutenant  Pope  and  myself,  and  declared 
their  determination  of  commencing  hostlliiier  '- 
consequence  of  the  imprisonmeat  of  Mr.  Ham 
and  a  proclamation  of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet 
(that  of  the  31st  of  May  before  mentioned)  which 
tney  considered  as  a  declaration  of  war  against 
the  United  States:  To  oppose  them  directly 
would  have  put  an  end  to  our  influence  in  the 
country  ;  ana  to  encourage  them,  in  my  opinion, 
would  have  been  improper,  as  the  United  States 
had  not  extended  then  jurisdiction  to  this  district. 
I,  therefore,  on  my  part,  resolved  to  do  neither; 
but,  to  divert  their  attention  from  immediate  acts 


of  hostility,  proposed  to  them  .  to  make  a  formal 
declaration  of  their  being,  by  tde  late  treaty,  cili- 
of  the  United  States,  that  they  might  have 
some  claim  to  protectioi      '" '"' 


Mr.  Pope  and  myself  received  t 
from  QovernoT  Qayoso,  by  his  Adjutant,  Major 
Minor,  to  the  following  purport :  "  Qenllemen, 
Governor  Gayoso  requests  the  favor  of  an  inter- 
11,  all  as  private  gentlemen  :  the  in- 
terview to  be  without  tne  fort,  to  see  if  some  pitn 
cannot  be  devised  to  quiet  tbe  present  disturbance 
in  Ihe  country."  To  this  message  I  replied,  that 
"I had  no  objection  to  the  proposed  interview j 
that  I  approved  of  peace,  and  would  join  in  any 
measures  for  that  purpose,  consistent  with  tlie 
honor  and  safely  of  the  people,  who  geaerally 
considered  themselves  citizens  of  the  United 
States."  Mr.  Pope's  answer  was  very  diflerent, 
and  to  the  following  effect;  "You  will  please  to 
inform  Governor  Cnyoso  that  I  will  not  agree  Is 
the  interview,  nor  have  any  correspondence  with 
him  but  what  shall  be  official ;  and  1  will  repel, by 
I'orCe,  any  attempts  that  are  made  to  imprison 
those  who  claim  the  privileges  of  being  citizeci  of 
the  United  States."  As  the  message  was  joiody 
to  Mr.  Pope  and  myself,  and  Mr.  Pope  would  not 
attend,  I  informed  Major  Minor  that  I  should  not 
attend  ilone.  All  my  address  was  now  exerted 
to  aVert  the  storm,  and  bring  it  to  a  favorable  ii- 
sue ;  and  1  could  see  no  mode  ao  likely  to  answer 
the  purpose,  as  measures  apparently  decided.  Uih 
der  this  imprewion,  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  eies- 
ing,  after  Major  Minor  had  been  with  us,  1  enter- 
ed my  approbation  to  a  letter,  wntten  by  Ur. 
Pope,  to  a  large  number  of  tbe  inhabitants  uf  ihii 
district,  asaembled  at  a  Mr.  Belt's,  about  nine  miln 
this  place.*    On  the  morning  of  the  13tb,  I 


This  l«tt«r  from  Lieiit«B(uit  Pope  has  sinea  bem 
tnnsmitted  by  CaL  Anthony  Hntchiiw,  (rfUwNalcba^ 
to  the  Department  of  State,  and  ia  as  Mom  i 

-Natciib  Cxmp,  -Ji»U!  IS,  17ST. 
"  FeUoio^tizeru  of  the  diilrict  of  Natcha  .■ 

■■  Having  recnved  infbnnitioD  that  a  numl»r  of  jos 
will  be  ccllected  at  my  friend  Belt's,  ia  eonbrmi^  to 
an  indirect  invitation  sent  to  yoo  for  that  purpose,  I 
have  noiT  pocitiTcly  to  make  the  declaratioa  to  jon  that 
I  have  made  this  evening  to  Oovemor  GayoBJ,  ihalj 
will  at  all  haurd*  protect  the  dtiiena  of  the  United 
SUtea  from  every  act  of  hostility;  I  mean  all  aach  »« 
reside  north  of  Ui«  thirty-Gnt  degrea  of  nortb  lalitud^ 
or  within  thirty-nine  mile*  dne  north  of  the  Natdiea-  ■ 
now,  theralbrc,  call  on  you,  in  the  moat  solemn  laanner, 
to  eome  forward  and  aveit  your  righta,  and  yon  m^ 
rely  on  my  naeare  ea-operation  to  accom[didi  that  da* 
sinble  object 

"  I  shall  expect  yonr  asaUtanoe  to  i^ial  any  troopa  « 
hostile  parties  that  make  an  attempt  to  hmd  fcr  tka 
noipoae  of  reinibrcinjc  this  garrison,  oi  other  pnipoM 
detrimental  to  the  inhabitant*  of  this  ootmtiy. 
"  PIERCY  S.  POPE, 
"  Commandiag  U.  S.  troqu,  Naieha." 

From  the  praMit  alarming  aitnalian  of  thia  eooBtty 
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receiTed  b  Terbal  messBae,  bjr  Mr.  George  Coch- 
nn,  contractor  for  the  Unjied  Stales  at  this  post, 
from  Governor  Oayoso,  requeating  a  prirate  intei- 
liew  witb  me  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Cochran,  (which 
a  io  the  neighborhood  of  the  fort,)  at  nine  o'clock 
the  Dexi  momlDS  :  lo  this  I  bad  do  objection,  as  I 
tnpposed  the  o^ecc  of  the  interview  was  to  fall 
npoD  tome  plan  of  an  acconmiodation.  The  npxt 
momtag,  bein^  the  14th,  I  met  Governor  Gayoso, 
ucaiding  to  bu  request.  He  appeared  much  agi- 
ittad  at  nrs^  but  soon  became  calm,  and  we  en- 
iNtd  opon  the  subject  of  the  tumult  in  the  coun- 
try: he  was  desirous  to  know  upon  what  terms 
ilie  people  would  be  willing  to  disperse.  I  pro- 
pOMd^  outlines  of  an  accommodation,  to  which 
heac^Md.  In  ordei  to  prevail  on  Mi.  Pope  to 
eoDw^ffo  BD  interview  with  Governor  Gayoso,  I 
spoke  to  Mr.  Gochran  and  several  other  of  hie 
EriCDds,  whose  influence  prevailed,  and  the  inter- 
licw  took  ptaca  at  the  Government  house,  about 
Etc  o'clock  in  the  afternoon ;  when,  after  some 
diseunioD,  the  Governor  proposed  the  terms  (No. 
1)  on  which  he  was  willing  to  accommodate  with 
ibe  people :  Mr.  Pope  had  some  objections,  bat  at 
length  withdrew  them.  On  Wednesday  momine 
ihe  Governor  published  the  proclamation  (No.  5) 
fDDnded  in  part  upon  the  terms  which  were  agreed 
Dpon  at  onr  interview.  But  this  proclamation  bad 
not  the  desired  effect ;  in  some  places  it  was  torn 
n  pieces.  The  words  ''candid  repentance"  ren- 
dered the  whole  obnoxious.  The  people  consid- 
ered themselves  not  only  citizens  ol  the  United 
States,  bnt  sappoiting  a  virtuous  and  honorable 
came ;  and,  therefore,  in  no  need  of  "  repentance." 
Ai  soon  as  1  discovered  that  the  proclamation  bad 
ao  effect,  I  gave  the  information  to  the  Governor's 
A dJDtani,  Major  Minor.  ThebusinessoowpuiOD 
1  rery  serious  aspect,  and  hostilities  appeared  inev- 
itable. By  this  time  the  opposition  to  the  Span- 
ish GovemmcDt  had  assumed  some  form ;  a  num- 
l)er  of  respectable  militia  companies  had  elected 
dieir  officerr.  and  were  ready  to  take  the  Qetd. 
Pridaf ,  the  i6th.  it  was  agreed  that  a  meetiog  of 
tke  nincipal  inhabitaQis  of  the  district  should  be 
beld  at  Mr.  Belt's  on  Tuesday,  the  20lb.  In  the 
tneao  time  both  sides  conlinoecf  their  preparation. 
Companies  of  militia  were  forming  and  organiz- 
ins  in  the  country ;  and  the  Goveioot  exerted  him- 
Klf  by  strengthening  and  reinforcing  the  fort.  He 
called  to  his  aid  every  person  who  would  joio  him, 
cither  ihiough  attachment  or  fear:  he  was,  never- 
theless, too  weak  to  attempt  any  ofiensive  opera- 
tion!. On  Satorday,  the  ITth,  at  about  ten  o'clock 
ai  night,  a  Spanish  patrol  fell  in  witb  a  patrol 
from  oDr  camp,  and  fired  upon  it  i  the  fire  was  re- 
tanrd,  bnt  I  oelieve  that  there  was  no  damage 
done.   On  Sunday  evening,  the  18th,  I  received 


'  AiBy  approve  of  Captain  Pope's  latter  of  this  date  t 
Ui  fidhnr-citbMu  aiianiUad  at  Mr.  Belt's. 

ANDREW  BLLICOTT, 
Commwnoner  UniUd  Slalet. 
■AtM  13, 1T97. 


a  verbal  message  from  the  Governor,  by  bis  Adja- 
~  Major  Minor,  requesting  a  private  interview 
me  the  next  morning,  at  the  house  of  bis 
Adjutant,  to  which  I  consented  wiihoot  any  bes- 
italion.  The  next  morning  he  lef^  the  fort  and 
rode  by  a  circuitous  route  to  the  Adjutant's  place, 
where  I  joined  him.  Our  conversation  immedi- 
ately turned  upon  the  stale  of  the  country ;  he  as- 
sured  me  that  newas  very  desirous  of  comingnpon 
lome  terms  of  accommodation ;  and  as  he  unoer- 
\taod  that  I  intended  to  attend  the  meetiog  the 
next  day  at  Mr.  Belt's,  he  requested  that  i  would 
be  so  good  as  to  use  m^  influence  to  brin^  about  a, 
compromise.  I  told  bim  that  was  my  object ;  and 
that  a  plan  had  already  been  agreed  upon  by  Col. 
Hutchins  and  myself,  to  check,  and  finally  put  an 
end  to  the  present  disturbance ;  but  oo  tenns  could 
now  be  expected  that  were  not  honorable  for  the 
people :  they  had  felt  their  strength,  and  would 
only  agree  to  return  home  by  being  admitted  to 
enjoy  a  state  of  nentrality,  so  far  a*  it  respected 
military  operations,  till  the  late  treaty  between 
His  Catholic  Majerly  and  the  United  Slates 
should  be  carried  into  effect.  To  this  privilege  I 
thought  them  entitled  ;  but  to  go  further  would  be 
"politic,  and  probably  attended  with  ruinloindi- 
.uals,ifnot  to  the  district.  As  the  Goremoc 
not  appear  dissatisfied  with  my  observations,  I 
took  it  for  granted  he  would  agree  to  a  qualified 
neutrality.  On  Tuesday,  the  20ih,  I  attended  the 
meeting  at  Mr.  Belt's,  which  was  large  and  re- 
spectable. 

Here  it  was  concluded  that  a  committee  should 
be  appointed  to  take  the  situation  of  the  countrr 
'  consideration,  and  make  arrangements  witn 
Qovernor  for  restoring  peace  and  tranquillity ; 
which  erraagemenls  should,  as  a  greater  securitT 
to  the  people,  be  ratified  by  the  Governor  Genera!^ 
the  Baron  de  Carondelet.  Seven  gentlemen  wen 
accordingly  elected  as  the  committee,  and  Mr. 
Pope  and  myself  were  requested,  by  the  same 
meeting,  nnanimously  to  attend  with  them.  The 
committee  immediately  wrote  a  note  to  the  Qor- 
ernor,  informing  him  of  their  election ;  to  which 
the  Governor  returned  a  polite  reply,  expressing 
bis  happiness  that  tbis  salutary  measure  was 
adopted:  '-  On  Wednesday,  the  SUt,  the  commit- 
tee met  and  proceeded  to  business ;  and,  after  much 
deliberation,  and  several  interviews  witb  the  Gov- 
ernor, the  propositions,  (No.  6,)  on  the  S3d,  were 
agreed  to,  and  confirmed  by  the  parties.  On  the 
same  day,  Mr.  Pope  and  myself  presented  the 
Governor  our  engagement,  (No.  7,)  to  co-operate 
with  the  committee,  in  preserving  peace  and  good 
order  in  the  country.  On  the  23d,  Ihe  Governor's 
proclamation,  (No.  8,)  embra 
sitions,  was  published,  which 
faction,  and  once  more  restored  Iraoquijlity  to  the 
Thus  ended  this  tumult  withonta  sinsle 
act  of  violence  having  been  committed  during  ihe 
suspenaion  of  the  Government  and  laws,  for  the 
space  of  two  weeks.  From  the  Baroo  de  Caron- 
delet's  proclamation  of  the  31si  of  May,  it  would 
appear  that  I  bad  menaced  the  Spaoisti  Govern- 
ment of  Louisiana.  This  is  wholly  a  misrepre- 
sentation, and  calculated  to  answer  the  worst  of 


.dbyGoogle 


31U 


Belatiotu  vUk  Spain. 


Erposes.  Ever  eioee  1  came  into  [big  couotrv  1 
re  been  a  cultivator  of  peace  aod  harmony  be- 
tween ibe  Spanish  and  AmfricsQ  QoTerDtnents, 
for  which  1  bave  been  frequently  censured  by 
many  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  hnre 
eome  on  to  this  place  since  [he  rtitificBiion  of  the 
late  tfeaiy  between  the  United  States  and  the 
King  of  Spain.  But,  when  the  late  tumult  began, 
I  could  not  hesitate  as  to  the  part  I  sbouldlake; 
and,  in  taking  ihe  pari  I  did,  peace  was  my  main 
object.  If  my  endeavors  have  had  (he  leaat  share 
in  bringing  about  the  honorable  comprDmise  be- 
tween the  Qaveroor  and  the  people,  I  shall  think 
myself  amply  rewarded  for  the  trouble  andanxie- 
tf  1  have  eiperienced  on  that  occasion." 

The  affreemem  between  the  committee  and  Gov- 
enor  C^yoto  was.  in  due  time,  ratified  by  the 
Qoveraor  QrneraJ,  the  Baron  de  Cerondelet. 

Mr.  Ellicott,  in  his  letter  of  September  ISlh, 
{which  was  received  the  16th  of  Novembra'.)  men- 
tions that  Qovemot  Gayoso  had  succeeded  the 
Baron  de  Caroudelet  as  Governor  and  Oeneral- 
in-Chief  at  Louisiana,  and  gone  to  New  Orleans, 
and  had  committed  the  government  of  the  Nat- 
ehez  district  to  Major  Stephen  Minor. 

His  communication*  relative  to  the  Choctaw 
utiout,  show  their  friendly  dispositions  towards 
the  United  States,  and  determination  to  remain 
■t  peace.  It  appears  that  there  is  an  unhappy 
dissension  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  Natcbez; 
ime  party  blaming,  and  the  other  decidedly  justi- 
fying, the  conduct  of  Mr.  EUicott,  as  uniformly 
4^1culaled  to  maintain  the  tranquilliiv and  happi- 
ness of  the  settlement.  At  the  head  of  the  for- 
mer is  Colonel  Anthony  Hutchins. 

Mr,  Gllicott  pointedly  denies  the  charge  of  the 
Spanish  Minister,  that  he  intended  to  get  po«es- 
■ion  of  the  Natchez  fort  by  surprise;  of  which 
the  Minister,  said  Governor  Gayoso,  possessed  the 
proofs  i  and.  far  from  evading  an  inauiry,  desires 
Uovernor  Gayoso  to  furnish  the  Minister  with 
all  the  evidences  be  pouesses  to  substantiate  the 

In  his  nest  letter,  dated  the  24ih  of  Septem- 
faer,  Mr.  Elliaoti  encloses  a  resolution  {No.  9,) 
of  the  perrnaoent  committee  manifesting  their 
confidence  in  him,  and  requesting  him  to  repre- 
•ent  the  prewnt  situation  of  the  district  to  the 
President  of  the  United  Stalea,  and  also  all  the 
measures  which,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country,  acquired  by  his  resi- 
dence there,  he  shall  deem  to  be  tionducive  to  its 
futtlre  welfare,  ''  in  the  event  of  the  tale  treaty 
between  His  Catholic  Majenty  and  the  United 
States  being  carried  fully  into  eCTect." 

Mr.  EUicott  has  ai'.coraingly  expresaed  his  opin- 
ion, founded  on  very  cogent  reasons,  that  the  form 
of  government  established  for  the  Northwestern 
Territory  Will  be  the  most  proper  for  the  Natchez 
district ;  with  the  exception  of  slaves,  which  was 
admitted  when  the  same  form  of  govemment  was 

S'ren  to  the  territory  sootb  of  the  river  Ohio,  now 
e  Sute  of  Tennessee.  His  information  in  this 
letter  respecting  the  titles  to  the  lands  held  in  that 
country  by  the  inhabitanis,  will  be  usefal  when 
the  introduction  of  a  government  (here,  under  the 


hority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  contem- 

By  the  communications  in  this  despatch,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  permanent  committee,  which  are 
considered  as  an  important  part  in  the  prneot  ad- 
ministration of  the  affaini  of  the  Natchez  district, 
were  chosen  freely  by  the  inhabitants.  assemblM 
with  the  consent  of  the  Governor,  and  that  ihej 
have  his  approbation  for  their  steady  Eeal,  in  pro- 
moting the  peace  of  the  country. 

On  the  2Stb  of  Novetnber  I  received  Mr.  EUt- 
cott's  letter  of  the  7lh  of  October,  at  which  time 
no  change  had  taken  place  in  affairs  at  Natchez. 

He  encloses  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Governor 
Gayoso,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  the  litb  of  Stp- 
lember,  in  answer  to  one  from  Mr.  EUicott  of  the 
6lh,  in  which  be  referred  to  the  represenlatioDS  of 
the  Spanish  Minister,  in  his  letter  to  nu  of  iht 
24th  ot  June  last,  (which,  with  other  dflbentt, 
was  laid  before  Congress  on  the  3d  of  Julf^  crim- 
inating Mr.  Ellicott's  eondaci  at  the  Natcha; 
particularly  that  he  intended  to  possess  himself  of 
the  Natchez  fort  by  surprise;  and  desired  ibe 
Governorlofurnish  the  Minister  with  those  proalt 
which  the  Minister  had  asserted  to  be  in  his  pos- 
session. In  the  Governor's  answer  of  September 
14lh,  he  says  to  Mr.  EUicott:  "I  am  sure  the 
proofs  in  my  possession,  that  the  Chevalier  de 
Vrujo  refers  to,  are  the  remainde  of  the  copies 
of  your  letters  to  me,  which  he  then  had  not,  bat 
long  before  this  must  have  received.  Yon  may 
be  assured  I  never  made  any  other  conaltneuoa 
upon  your  expressions  than  that  which  may  be 
conceived  by  every  person  in  the  United  Siatei." 

In  the  same  letter,  of  September  6th.  Mr.  El- 
lieott  says :  "  So  far  as  I  can  judge  at  preacni, 
all  the  ooslacle*  which  occasioned  the  delay  on 
your  part,  in  ascertaining  the  boundary  lines  be- 
tween His  Catholic  Majesty's  provinces  of  East 
and  West  Florida,  aod  the  territory  of  the  Uoilrf 
States,  are  now  removed ;  I,  therefore,  wish  to  be 
informed  when  you  can,  with  convenience,  pro- 
ceed to  the  runningof  the  lines  above  mentioned." 

The  Governor,  id  his  answer  of  the  14tb,  says: 
"  Those  difiiculties  which  alternately  have  caused 
a  suspension  in  the  execution  of  that  partofihe 
ireatv  between  His  Majesty  and  the  United  States, 
in  wnich  we  hare  the  honor  to  be  concerned,  sub- 
sist yet;  and  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  officeii 
is  cotaplelely  justified  to  the  world  by  the  puUi- 
cation  of  Mr.  Blount's  letter,  and  the  correspond- 
ence between  the  Secretary  of  Slate  aod  Mr.  Li*- 
ton.  Until  the  King,  my  master,  has  those  as- 
surances which  are  necessary  from  the  United 
States  to  secure  the  safety  ot  this  province,  yon 
cannot  reasonably  expect  that  I  should  be  aulhor- 
iiedtoact  in  a  difierent  manner  than  hitherto. 
As  soon  as  I  receive  ordeis,  removing  the  pesait 
obstacles,  I  shall  cheerfuUy  pro(«ed  to  the  runniDf 
of  the  boundary  lines." 

To  this  Mr.  Bllicoti  repUed,  and  recited  the  ob- 
stacles to  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  Hbieh,at 
diSerent  times,  had  been  presented  by  the  Span- 
ish Governors,  and  which  ne  conceived  to  beeoni- 
pletely  removed  by  the  declaration  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  his  Message  to  Congress  on  tht  ISth  of 
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JvK,  the  aniforni  eoadnet  of  the  United  Slates 
in  respect  to  the  Indian  nalioas,  and  the  exbibi- 
tioD  of  facts  Tespcctincr  the  pretended  expedition 
ofihe  Engliab  from  Caaada,  and  the  naTJgaiion 
of  the  Missinippi.  • 

Ht.  BUieott's  aezt  letter  is  dated  at  the  Natchei, 
the  27th  of  October,  and  was  received  the  6th  in- 
sUDt-  He  say B  that  eoontiy  "is  in  great  eonfu' 
^00,"  t>wing  to  the  iDtripies  which  have  prodnced 
two  parties  among  the  people.  He  adds:  "Con- 
Rcu^at  thelt  last  session,  tty  not  coming  to  any 
decisMHi  retative  to  this  territory,  has  weakened 
the  interest  of  the  United  Siatca  among  the  in- 
habitants  nore  than  you  can  conceive.    It  has 


ried  into  effect,  and  the  country  remain  as  hereto- 
fore, under  the  jurisdiction  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jfjf  which  belief  is  prodneiogita  natural  eon- 


He  represeois  the  permanent 
wearied  in  their  endeaTors  to  promote  peace  and 
good  order,  and  the  character  of  its  members  as 
among  the  &ibi  in  that  country  for  respectability; 
which  is  confirmed  by  the  certificate  (No.  10) 
«f  the  teinpoTBry  Ooremor,  Major  Minor;  which 
also  shows  that  they  are  acknowledged  ts  an  an- 
diorized  body  by  the  Spanish  Goremment 

His  next  letter  is  dated  at  the  Naiehea,  the  14th 
of  Norembei,  and  was  reeeired  the  4ih  instant. 
He  details  the  difl^ent  facta  and  circumstances 
which  have  led  him  to  think  thai  designs  are  car- 
rying on  in  the  district  anfavoraUe  to  the  inlereats 
of  the  United  States. 

Colonel  Anthony  Hulchina  presented  to  the 
temporary  Qovemor  an  application  dated  the  9th 
of  Aagnit,  setting  forth  that,  atihoogh  the  inhab- 
itant! in  general,  in  their  present  atate  of  nen- 
mliiy,  are  well  disposed,  and  submit  '*  to  the  pre- 
■idiag  authority  and  the  prevailing  laws,  that  are 
now  exectited  with  mildness ;"  yet,  conceiving 
and  firmly  believing  that  the  treaty  between  the 
United  State*  and  Spain  will  be  carried  into  ef- 
fiect.  "and  that  there'  is  more  than  a  probability 
that  the  United  States  will  avail  themselves  of  the 
claim  of  dominion  to  the  31st  degree  of  north  lat- 
itode;  under  which  consideration  the y  conceive 
it  expedient  to  appoint  a  man  of  some  abilities, 
with  the  appellation  of  agent,  to  address  Congress 
on  important  oceasions,  and  that  there  may  be 
also  a  committee  of  safety,  who  may  correspond 
with  sDch  Bgeni,  and,  from  time  to  time,  commu- 
nicate to  him  the  sense  and  will  of  the  people  j" 
he,  therriore,  "  m  behalf  of  a  very  respectable 
anntber  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Natchez.and.  at 
dieir  reqneat,  solicits  for  permission  that  elections 
may  be  held  in  the  several  districts  within  that 
prariQce,  and  in  the  town  of  Natchez,  to  elect 
aueh  agent  and  such  committee  of  safety  and  cor- 
respoBdence,  on  the  second  of  September,"  in  the 
Bunaer  described  by  Colonel  Hutchina  in  his  ap- 
plication. This  required  that  the  alcaldes  ' 
mice*)  should  bold  the  election,  or,  in  their  uo- 
liult,  certain  aasistanis,  whom  lie  names ;  and 
that  the  alcaldes  and  aasiatania  should  not  be  eli- 
giUe;  it  alao  propoaed  to  admit  as  voien  all  thi 


inhabitants  settled  and  residing  in  the  district 
who  were  "  not  less  than  eighteen  years  of  age." 

To  this  request  of  Colonel  Hutchins,  the  tem- 
porary Qovernor  acceded,  as  appears  by  bis  act 
(No.  11)  dated  the  16th  of  August. 

"Immediately  upon  this  being  made  public, 
(lavB  Mr.  Ellicolt,}  it  eiciled  cousiderable  alarm, 

lU  was  generally  considered,  by  the  well  diapoa- 
. .  inhabitants,  as  an  artful  measure,  calculated  to 
divide  the  people  between  the  two  oommitteea, 
which,  if  effected,  would,  in  all  probability,  end  to 
a  breach  of  [he  neutrality  by  one  or  other  of  the 
parlies,  and  thereby  produce  the  re^itahlishment 
of  the  Spanish  Oorernraent."  Under  this  impres- 
sion, six  of  the  ten  subdivisions  of  whirh  this  dis- 
trict is  composed,  protested  against  the  election ;  of 
conise  these  were  but  four  elections  held  agreea- 
bly to  the  permission.  Among  the  reasons  assign' 
ed  in  the  proteata  against  this  proposed  election, 
were  (heee;  "Because  (say  the  protestors!  we 
dread  the  effect  ol  such  a  precedent,  whicn  ap- 
pears to  us  to  involve  the  seeds  of  anarchy,  aiid 
an  open  contempt  in  the  auihoriljr  vested  in  the 
committee,  our  only  legal  representatives."  "  Be- 
cause, by  the  mode  of  election,  not  less  than  thir- 
ty of  our  most  intelligent  and  respectable  citizens 
are  rendered  incompetent  to  serve  either  as  the 
said  agent  or  in  the  committee."  "  Becanse  it  ia 
calculated  to  introduce  a  direct  innovation  in  the 

Crinciples  of  election,  by  admitting  to  the  privi- 
:ge  tri  voting,  persons  of  the  age  of  eighieHt." 
And  "because  neither  the  powers  of  the  agent  nor 
commiltee  are  properly  defined." 

Mr.  Ellicolt  statea  that  the  four  persons  elected 
in  the  other  four  subdivisions,  "with  Col.  Hutch- 
ins at  their  head,"  proceeded  to  business.  After- 
wards, another  member  was  added  by  the  nomi- 
nation of  ten  voices  in  one  snbdivison,  and  a  sixth 
was  appointed  by  the  subscription  of  tewer  than 
thirty  persons.  The  committee,  thus  constiluied. 
produced  a  very  long  "petition  and  memorial," 
addressed  to  the  "  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  Stales  in  Congress  assembled,"  of  which 
Mr.  Ellicolt  baa  tianamilled  a  copy,  but  of  which 
ii  does  not  seem  necessary  to  ant)cipate  the  pra- 
Congresa  by  the  agent  to  whom  it 


duct  of  the  American  Commissioner,  Mr.  EUicotl, 
and  the  commander  of  the  troops,  Captain  Pope. 
But  proofa  accompany  Mr.  EUieott's  communica- 
tion, thai  this  part  of  the  long  memorial  was  con- 
cealed from  many  who  suMcribed  it,  and  othw 
testimonies  in  vindication  of  those  officers.  The 
exhibition  of  these  documents,  I  have  thought 
might  also  be  suspended  until  the  "petition  and 
memorial"  were  presented  to  Congress.  It  may, 
however,  be  proper  to  remark,  that  the  memoriid, 
as  well  as  the  proceedings  of  ihe  r^pilarly  ap- 
pointed permanent  committee,  view  the  actual 
estabtiafameni  of  a  government  at  the  Natch m, 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  as  to 
take  place  only  when  its  present  state  of  neutrali- 
ty shall  cease;  that  is,  when  the  Spanish  juris- 
(UetioB  shall  be  withdrawn.  But,  as  this  may 
happen  when  Congnsa  is  not  in  sesaian,  ana. 
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if  in  sessioD,  much  time  mast  elapse  io  the  ordi- 
oary  course  of  doing  busiaess,  before  the  form  of 
government  proper  to  be  introduced  Kt  the  Natchez 
may  be  agreed  on ;  considering,  also,  (he  farther 
lapse  of  lime  before  it  can  be  organized  and  put 
in  operation,  in  a  country  so  remote  from  the  seal 
of  the  General  Oavernment,  it  appears  highly  ex- 
pedient that  the  subject  should  dow  be  liken  up, 
and  the  necessary' arrangements  made,  to  prevent 
tbe  incoaYeoiences  and  mischiefs  which  may  re- 
mit from  learinff  a  popntition  of  five  thousand 
persons,  for  any  length  of  time,  without  the  pow- 
ara  of  government. 

It  remains  for  me  to  make  a  few  remarks  on 
the  letters  of  the  Spanish  Minister,  of  the  9th  of 
October  and  21st  of^November. 

The  principal  object  of  the  former  appears  to 
be  10  introduce  some  evidence  to  show  tbat  Mr. 
Etiicoit  and  Lieatenant  Pope  bad  conducted,  to- 
wards the  Spanish  Oorernment.  in  a  manner  ir- 
regular, provoking,  insulting,  and,  in  some  de- 
gree, hoitile.  He  adduces,  as  proofs,  the  docu- 
ments enclosed  in  his  letter,  and  numbered  from 
one  to  six. 

The  declaration  that  Governor  Gayoso  had 
positive  advice  that,  io  the  camp  of  Lieuten- 
ant Pope,  scaling  ladders  and  arms  were  pre- 
pariiig,naving  for  (heir  object  an  assault  on  the 
Natchez  fort,  is  perfectly  new.  I  have  never  re- 
ceived an  intimation  of  it  from  any  other  quarter. 
Besides,  ibis  charge  rests  only  on  "  positive  ad- 
vice," not  positive  proof,  and  is,  doubtless,  with- 
out any  proof. 

Governor  Gayosa,  in  his  letter  of  the  13th  of 
June,  to  Lieutenant  Pope,  says,  he  is  informed 
diat  some  of  the  inhabitants  intended  to  attack 
tbe  fort,  and,  at  his  instigation,  and  asks  whether 
he  had  stirred  up  the  people  to  take  the  fortl  or 
incited  tbem  to  other  hostile  acts?  To  each  of 
which  qnesiions  Lieutenant  Pope  positively  an- 
swers, no.  To  similar  questions  put  lo  Mr.  EUi- 
coil,  he  also  peremptoruv  answers  in  tbe  nega- 
tive. The  documents  which  the  Minister  him- 
self has  furnished  contain  these  qnestions  and  an- 
swers, and  should  have  prevented  the  insinuations 
here  noticed. 

The  other  charge,  in  the  same  paragraph,  that 
Mr.  Ellicott  and  Lieutenant  Pope,  disconraged,  by 
tbe  firmness  and  vigilance  of  Governor  Gayoso, 
from  attemptingto  take  thefortsai  the  Natchez  and 
No^es  (Walnut  Hilla)  by  force  or  surprise,  they 
availed  themselves  of  some  profligate  people  to  ex- 
cite an  insurrection,  is  alike  void  of  foundation. 
The  rise,  progress,  and  issue  of  the  insurrection 
is  satisfactorily  exhibited  in  Mr.  EUicott's  letter  ot 
June  27th,  from  which  copious  extracts  have  been 
hereinbefore  given.  And,  with  respect  to  the  fort 
at  Walnut  HiUs,  they  could  never  have  entertain- 
ed the  remotest  idea  of  taking  it  in  one  wav  or 
tbe  other,  its  situation  being  about  one  hnuured 
miles  from  the  Natchez,  up  the  Mississippi,  and 
its  garrison  composed  of  b  force  probably  two  or 
three  times  superior  to  that  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Pope. 

The  Minister  considers,  as  an  insult  to  the  Span- 
iA  Qovemment,  the  following  expression  of  Mr. 


Ellicott,  in  his  letter  of  the  13ih  of  Jime,  lo  Gov- 
ernor Gayoso :  "  The  people  cannot  with  propri- 
etv  be  censured  for  recurring  to  that  coadutl 
wnich  will  ultimately  secure  their  febcity."  ^Thia 
[says  ho)  is  ole'ariy  an  indirect  attack  upon  the 
Spanish  Government,  as  unjust  as  improper,  on 
the  part  of  an  agent  of  a  friendly  nation." 

It  may  be  pertinent  here  to  remark  that,  when 
Mr.  BUicott  was  commissioned  as  tbe  agent  of 
the  United  States,  nothing  less  was  expected  tbaa 
that  he  would  be  obliMd  to  eatts  upon  a  tedians 
coniroversv  with  the  Spanish  officoa,  on  aubjccti 
really  foreign  to  the  business  of  his  misoioa — that 
of  running  the  boundary  line  between  the  territo- 
ries of  tbe  two  nations.  If,  after  wailing  seven! 
monthn  to  begin  that  operation  ;  if,  after  being  re- 
peatedly promised  that  it  should  very  soon  be  com- 
menced; if.  after  repeated  violations  of  these 
promises,  and  others  relative  to  the  evacuation  of 
the  forts,  and  procrosii nations  resting  on  a  suc- 
cession of  pretences  frivolous.  unreasonaUe,  and 
unfounded,  Mr.  Ellicott  should  have  felt  some  ir- 
ritation, and  been  provoked  to  some  indiscreet 
acts,  it  would  not  be  surprising.  Whether,  bow- 
ever,  any  part  of  bis  conduct  merits  the  cbaroeter  of 
indiscretion,  may  be  determined  by  the  documeals 
now  and  formerly  exhibited ;  far  he  has  not  sought 
concealment. 

But  if  the  inhabitants  thought  what  Mr.  Ellicott 
expressed,  that  r  chance  from  the  jurisdiction  (rf' 
Spain  lo  that  of  the  United  States  ''would ulti- 
mately secure  their  felicity,"  it  may  be  accounled 
for  by  a  few  facts,  which  will  justify  both  one  and 
the  other. 

Ii  is  well  known  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Natchez  district  consist  chiefly  of  penons  who 
were  formerly  British  subjects,  and  their  descend- 
ants, and  emigrants  from  the  United  Slates.  All 
these,  born  and  educated  under  forms  of  goven- 
ment  so  essentially  different  from  that  of  an  abso- 
lute monarchy,  and,  especially  in  all  criminal  and 
civil  causes,  accuatomed  to  a  mode  of  trial  peenlisr- 
ly  dear  to  the  inhabitaotK  of  England  and  of  ihe 
United  SuteB,and  which  tbe  Constitutions  of  the 
latter  have  so  formally  and  scrupulously  gusrsn- 
lied— Che  trial  by  jury;  the  inhabitanis  also  being 
nearly  all  Protestants,  and,  in  the  United  Stales, 
persons  of  all  persuasions  enjoying  tbe  most  per- 
fect religious  as  well  as  civil  liberiy,  they  could 
not  be-  indifferent  to,  it  is  impossible  that  they 
should  not  prefer,  a  jurisdiction  which  would  per- 
fectly secure  to  them  both  their  civil  and  rel^ioD< 
rights.  1  need  not  remark  that,  under  tbe  SpKn- 
isE  Government,  trial  by  jory  is  nnkaown, and, M 
tbe  Natchez,  the  Governor  was  the  legislator  and 
the  judge, andregulaieed  and  restrained  their  ciTU 
and  religious  rights.  As  an  instance,  migbt  H 
cited  Governor  Qayoso's  proclamation  of  the  29tli 
of  March,  1797,  numbered  15,  in  tbe  documeao 
which  were  laid  before  Congress  on  the  12ih  of 
June  last  By  that  act  he  suspends  the  collectioa 
of  debts,  and  restrains,  to  private  meetings,  the  <i- 
ercise  of  any  other  than  the  Caibt^ic  religioO' 
These  are  hU  words:  "This  being  tbe  seojon  m  , 
which  the  planters  are  employed  in  preparing  for  , 
an  ensuing  crop,  none  shall  be  disturbed  from  tut  | 
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importaDl  object  on  accDunt  of  their  depending 
debts."  "  Liberty  of  eoDseienee  is  hereby  ezplun' 
td  to  be,  that  no  indiTidual  of  this  Government 
ihiU  be  molested  on  account  of  religions  princi- 
^es^uid  th^y  shall  not  be  hindered  in  their  prt- 
taie  Titeetmgt;  but  no  oiber  public  worship  will 
be  alloired  but  that  genervllj  establislied  id  all 
His  Majesty's  dominioas,  whicb  ii  the  Catholic 

The  Minister  alw  complains  that  Mr.  SUicoit 
and  Mr.  Pope  interfered  in  political  nutters ;  be- 
cause ibey  engaged  themselrei  toco-operate  with 
[he  tommittee  appointed  lo  preserre  ihe  peace, 
ud  to  obtain  the  due  execution  of  jastiee,  and 
^rproved  of  iheproptaiiiona  prewnted  to  Goreraor 
Qayoso.  But  a  recurrence  to  the  foregoing  narra- 
tive, extracted  from  Mr.  Ellicott's  letter  of  the 
2Tth  of  June,  and  the  documents  he  refers  to.  will 
^ow  that  both  were  reqnested  to  interfere,  and 
that  [hey  were  called  on  by  the  Governor  lo  b« 
caosnlied  on  the  means  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
insnrrection,  and  that  the  result  oT  thai  consnlta- 
lioD  was  a  plan  of  accommodation — a  proposal  of 
mesiuret  which  [as  asserted  in  another  document 
Dotberoie  quoted*;i  "through  the  influence  of  Mr. 
Eilieott  and  Captain  Pope,  were  adojiied." 

A  few  words  on  the  Spanish  Minister's  letter 
□r  Ihe  21sl  of  November,  will  conclude  this  report 

Referring  to  his  letter  of  the  6th  of  May,  and 
lo  my  answer  of  the  17ih,  (which  are  among  the 
documents  laid  before  Congress,  on  the  17[h  of 
May,)  he  saya :  "  His  Catholic  Majesty  has  not 
ctnerTed,  in  the  said  answer  from  you,  any  reason 
to  induce  him  lo  change  his  opinion  concerning 
the  injories  resulting  to  his  subjects,  from  the 
stipulations  of  the  English  Treaty,  compared  with 
those  of  the  treaty  with  Spain,  as  well  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Ihe  articles  of  contraband,  as  on  the  prin- 
ciple adopted  in  ours,  'that  free  ships  shall  make 
ftee  goods.'  Ac 

"But  w^i  has  most  astonished  His  Majesty, 
ud  confirmed  him  in  the  J™*' '  '•- • — 


wona,  is  what  you  hare  saitJ, 

—•■'  to  the  OBTigation  of  tl . 

much  to  be  regretted  that  difficulties  xhould 


X. 

be  raised,  and  peraerered  in,  on  questions  so  pli 
»nd  easy  to  decide.  Without  entering  again  11.. 
a  paiticalar  discussion  of  this  subject,  a  tingle 
fact,  which,  on  Ihe  17ih  of  May,  I  supposed  prob- 
ible,  and  which  1  am  now  authorized  to  assert,  is 
nifficieat  to  obviate  all  the  objections  and  ar^- 
meois  which  have  been  adduced  by  the  Spanish 
Minister.  Itistbis:  That  when  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  Slates  and  Spain  was  negotia- 
ted by  Mr.  Pinckney  with  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
the  latter  was  furnished  with  an  entire  copy  of 
thetr«ty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation, 
'►"weeq  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain ; 
canseqnenily  it  is,  to  the  last  degree,  preposterous 
for  (he  Spanish  Government  now  to  complain 
ibat  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  rejected  the 
principle  that  "free  ships  made  free  goods,"  or 
that  II  extended  the  list  of  contraband.    Wlih  a 


perfect  knowledge  of  the  articles  of  the  British 
treaty,  on  these  points,  if  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment had  any  objections  to  make,  that  was  the 
time ;  and  lo  have  refused  to  enter  into  different 

ipulatioDs  with  the  United  Stales ;  but  having, 
notwithstanding,  voluntarily  enttred  into  them,  it 
cannoi  now  ofler  and  insist  on  such  objections, 
without  a  manifest  departure  from  the  principle* 
of  candor  and  good  faiih. 

The  same  otoervaiions  will  apply  to  the  qu«e- 

}n  concerning  the  navigation  of  the  Mississip|M. 

In  the  first  place,  the  Spanish  Government, 
when  its  treaty  of  peace  -with  Great  Britain  vnu 
concluded  at  Paris,  on  the  3d  of  September,  178^ 
by  which  West  Florida  was  ceded  to  Spain,  well 
knew  that,  by  the  provisional  treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  State*,  concluded  at 
Paris  the  30ih  of  November,  17B2,  the  articles  of 
which  constituted  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace 
between  these  two  Powers — it  was  stipulated 
that  "the  navigationof  the  river  Mississippi,  from 
its  source  to  the  ocean,  shall  forever  remain  free 
and  open  to  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States."  And  yet  even  this 
stipniation,  which  was  inviolably  binding  on  the 
United  States,  by  the  provisional  articles  before 
mentioned,  nine  months  before  West  Florida  was 
ceded  lo  Spain,  is  now  strangely  objected  to  by 
the  Spanish  Minister,  and  as  a  reproach  to  the 
United  Stales! 

In  the  next  place,  when  our  treaty  with  Spain 
was  conclnded,  on  the  STth  of  October,  1795,  the 
Spanish  Government  possessed  the  like  perfect 
knowledge,  that  eleven  months  preceding,  viz; 
on  the  19th  of  November,  1794,  m  [he  treaty  of 
amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  between  the 
United  Sutes  and  Great  Britain,  the  above  siipn- 
lationof  nSSand  1783  was  recognised  in  iheaa 
words:  "The  river  Mississippi  shall,  however) 
accordinif  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  be  entirely  open  to 
both  parties."  And.  on  this  occasion,  the  S^nish 
Government  did  object;  it  wished  the  United 
States  to  enter  into  a  mutual  stipulation  with 
Spain  for  the  purpose  of  txduding  Great  Britain 
from  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi :  but  the 
Minister  of  the  United  States  explicitly  refused 
to  do  it;  and,  in  writing,  assiened  the  reason: 
that  it  would  violate  the  good  faith  of  the  United 
States  previously  pledged  to  Great  Britain ;  aiul 
Ihe  Spanish  Government  gave  up  this  objection, 
or  the  Minister  of  the  United  Slates  would  not 
have  concluded  the  treaty.  How  truly  astonish- 
ing it  is,  after  all  thin,  that  the  United  Statea 
should  be  reproached  for  the  stipulation  with 
Great  Britain,  respecting  the  navigation  of  the 
Hisaisiippi !  And  as  having  thereby  cffmdtd  and 
tnsuboi  Spain  1  And  how  long  is  our  patience 
to  be  abused  by'aucfa  unfounded  char^  f 

But  although  the  Chevalier  de  Yrujo,  in  his  ar- 
gument upon  this  point,  refers  alike  to  our  treaty 
of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  in  1783,  to  our  treaty 
of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigalion,  in  1794,  and 
lo  the  explanatory  article  of  the  latter,  concluded 
on  the  4th  of  May,  1796;  yet,  in  the  end,  as  if 
eoaseion*  that  his  observations,  as  applied  lo  the 
two  former,  were  impertinant,  he  coafinei  hi* 
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ehar^  to  Ihe  latter,  aad  sa^i'tbat  "His  Caiholtc 
Majesty  has  just  moiives  for  being  ofieaded  with 


coniaiu  KDV  new  stipulatioo.  It  recognises  the 
principle  that  a  'aubsequem  treaty  caoDOt  ftnaul 
aof  itipulation  of  a  prior  iretty,  and  declares  that 
the  auDJects  of  His  BriUDnie  Maiesty,  and  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Indians, 
dwelling  on  either  side  of  the  booniJary  line  be- 
tween the  two  Powers,  "  shall  leroaln  at  full  lib- 
erty freely  to  pass  and  repass,  by  land  or  inland 
navigation,  into  the  respectiTe  territories  and 
countries  of  the  contracting  parlies,  on  either  side 
of  the  said  boundaxy  line;  and  freely  to  carry  ~ 
trade  and  commerce  with  each  other. 


to  the  ttipidatunu  of  the  taid  third  artieU  of  the 
titaty  aj  amily,   commerce,    and   natngatum:" 


Thus  recurring  to,  and  resting  upon,  the  treat;  of 
November  19,  1794;  which, as aboTeobserred, the 
Gberalier  himself  fiaally  BDaodoned,  as  afibrding 
BO  cause  erf'  complaiot,  and  without  which  the 
txplinalory  article  itself  would  be  a  nullity. 

TIMOTHY  PlCKEBlNG. 


No.  1. 
The  ProcUmatioa  of  Baron  de  CuondeleL 

New  Orlbanb,  JMay  31, 1797. 

The  Oovemment  being  informed,  by  His  Ma- 
jeaty's  Ambassador  to  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
Ica,  that  BQ  expedition  assembled  on  the  Lakes 
wrna  intended  to  attack  the  lllinoi^  has  judged 
necessary,  for  thesarety  and  traoituillity  of  Lower 
Louisiana,  to  suspend  the  evacuation  of  the  posts 
of  Natchez  and  the  Walnut  Hills,  being  the  only 
poats  that  cover  it ;  thepossessiooofwhicn  willpui 
the  English  in  a  siiuation  to  disturb  and  rava^  the 
Qouniry,  in  case  they  render  theraseUes  masters  of 
Upper  Louisiana  with  so  much  more  facility,  as  bv 
an  article  of  the  ireatr  concluded  posteriorly  wiin 
Oreat  Britain  the  United  Slates  acknowledge  that 
the  English  may  freely  navigate  and  frequent  the 
posu  belonging  to  the  said  States,  situated  on  the 
livers  in  general,  lakes,  dto.,  being  a  manifest  con- 
tiadiction  with  the  treaty  concluded  with  Spain, 
which  it  appears  to  annul ;  because,  bv  this,  Ibe 
United  States  acknowledge  that  no  other  nation 
Mn  navioate  upon  the  Mississippi  without  the 
eoBseut  of  Spain. 

Notwithstanding  the  legitimacy  of  these  mo- 
tives, the  susneosion  has  been  represented  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  with  alt  the  neces- 
Mry  veracity,  and  intimated  by  our  orders  to  the 
commissary  of  limits,  as  well  as  to  the  command- 
ant of  the  detachment  of  American  troops  now  at 
Natchez.  We  are  now  informed  that  a  detacb- 
nent  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  cantoned 
OB  the  Ohio,  are  on  their  vnj  by  Holsiein  to- 
wards Natchez,  while  the  militia  of  Cnmberland 


These  hostile  dispositions  ean  natutvlly  only 
oonccrn  ikaae  provinces,  because  the  United  Statea 
•K  ia  peace  with  all  the  tavagea.    The  anterior  | 


menaces  of  the  commissary  of  limits  and  the  com- 
mandant of  the  detachment  of  Americans  now  at 
Natchez — the  immediate  rupture  (if  the  Ameri- 
can gazettes  are  to  be  believed)  already  effected 
between  France,  our  intimaie  ally,  and  tne  Uoiied 
Slates — engage  us  to  be  on  our  guard  to  defend 
our  property  with  ibat  valor  ana  ene^y  which 
the  inhabitantsof  these  provinces  have  manifcsiad 
on  all  occasions,  with  the  advantage  and  superi- 
ority which  a  knowledge  of  our  local  situatioa 
will  procure,  and  with  that  confidence  which  riaix 
and  justice  inspire*.  If  the  Con^^eM  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  had  no  hostile  intention  against  these 
provinces,  they  will  either  leave  the  post  of  Nat- 
chez, or  the  Walnut  Hills,  the  only  bulwarks  of 
Lower  Loutsiaaa  to  slop  the  course  of  the  Biitish. 
or  if  that  they  give  us  security  against  the  atlicle 
of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  which  exposes 
Lower  Louisiana  to  be  pillaged  and  deslroyol 
down  to  the  capital,  we  will  then  ddiver  up  th« 
said  posts,  and  lay  down  our  arms,  which  ihcy 
have  forced  ns  to  take  up  by  anoing  their  miliiii 
in  time  of  peace,  and  sending  a  considerable  body 
of  troops  by  round-«bout  ways  to  snrprise  us. 


No-S. 
Governor  Gajoso  ds  Lamas  to  Andrew  EUicMt,  Esq- 
NiTCSBz,  June  13, 1797. 

Sir:  By  repealed  information,  and  by  every 
appearance,  it  seems  inst  a  douht  that  a  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Qovemment,  subjects  of 
His  Majesty,  are  at  present  in  a  stale  of  rebeDioa, 
with  the  hostile  design  of  attacking  this  fori. 

I  am  informed  that  yesterday  several  of  the  ssid 
insurgents  were  riding  through  the  country  soli- 
citing subscribers  to  a  list  that  alreadv  contained 
the  names  of  several  persons  who  declared  iheia- 
aelves  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  AmeriM, 
though  they  are  actually  under  oath  of  ali^isDce 
to  His  Majesty,  and  under  whose  dominion  and 
protection  they  have  lived  and  enjoyed  ibe  bene- 
Dts  thereof,  and  the  bearers  of  this  list  declare 
themselves  commissioned  by  yon  for  that  pui- 

'  ;aanot  prevail  upon  myself  10  believe  thai  yoD 
•  either  authorized  or  encouraged  such  pro- 
ceedings, as  a  conduct  of  that  nature  would  una- 
voidably produce  the  most  disagreeable  and  fatsl 
misunderstanding  between  our  nations,  and  ili* 
total  destruction  of  this  district. 
Therefore  I  rei^uest  you  to  give  me  such  a  post- 
i'e  answer  as  will  enable  me  to  inform  the  Cont- 
ander  General  of  this  province  for  ibe  inieili- 
gence  of  His  Majesty  of  the  pari  you  take  in  these 
transactions.   And  should  you  take  such  an  actire 

ran  ss  it  is  represented  you  do.  from  this  momcni 
protest,  in  the  name  of  thesaid  Commander  Gen- 
eral, against  such  conduct,  and  make  you  acsvet' 
able  for  the  fatal  consequences  that  may  ensue. 
I  repeat  the  request  of  a  positive  ^nswer  on  this 
subject.     I  bare  the  honor,  to  be,  &£. 

M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 
Hon.  Andbbw  Elucott.  I 
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No.  3. 


Aadiew  EUicoU,  Eaq^  M  Go*«miH  GkjMO  At  Lemo*. 
Natchbz,  Jtme  13, 1797. 

S[B :  la  oriler  to  tnawer  roar  leKer  of  this  da]r< 
that  (rrom  the  spirit  of  it)  Araie*  tbt  exiilenee  of 
(hit  principle  which  has  been  ihe  object  of  a  long 
trtin  of  diMussion  belweeo  ut,  I  mast  refer  to  your 
letter  dated  the  13th  of  March  last.  la  that  letter 
fonadmii  not  only  that  Daniel  Clarke's  will  be 
iboui  the  point  of  demarcation,  but  that  the  com- 
misuctter  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  would,  in  all 
pcobabilily,  meet  me  at  that  place.  As  the  treaty 
itieL'wu  a  bet  notorioas,  to  likewise  oa^ht  to  be 
all  (he  IraDtactions  attending  it,  either  lo  direct 
performance  or  open  riolatioB. 

The  people,  therefore,  became  ecqaaiated  with 
ifaose  eircamstanee  that  were  the  result  either  of 
mf  obaerratioDB  or  the  acquietcence  of  the  Spaa- 
i%h  GoveromenL  Thev  were  mailers  that  in- 
Tolred  their  felieitr,  and  conld  act  from  dniy  or 
decency  be  withheld.  If  od  the  preient  occasion 
the  people  have  thought  fteper  to  act  in  conform- 
ity to  the  intelligence  receired,  which  iotellisence 
liad  the  combined  sanctions  of  the  agents  of  both 
Qoremments  for  iis  sapporl,  is  mr  agency  to  be 
ucribed,  or  my  conducE  to  be  called  to  account, 
«ith  regard  to  the  effects  T  A  little  inquiry  into 
the  humaa  heart  would  have  enabled  you,  sir,  to 
have  discovered  a  more  powerful  cause  than  any 
operation  of  mine  on  the  present  occasion.  The 
people  considered  tbemsetvei  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  they  had  a  right  to  coniider  themselTex 
w.  lod  they  have  lately  come  forward  indiridually 
to  eipnts  their  wishes  and  intentions. 

After  this  abort  detail  of  what  is  the  real  cause 
of  the  present  disturbance.  I  might  flatter  myself 
with  a  complete  acquitui  on  your  part,  did  not 
the  fint  paniKraph  of  your  laat  letter  compel  me 
to  form  a  dJSerent  conclusion.  On  what  princi- 
ple do  you  still  retain  tbe  idea  that  the  ciiizeasof 
Uiis  country  are  subjects  of  His  Catholic  Majes- 
ty 1  b  there  not  a  compact  deliberately  entered 
iQto  by  the  two  nations  to  the  contrary  of  your 
omnion  1  Hare  not  yon  acknowledged  me  to  be 
>he  af  ent  of  tbe  United  States  to  carry  that  com- 
isct  into  effect  1    And  have  yon  not  repeatedly 

Sl»dged  yonr  word  to  co-operate  with  me  in  that 
isirable  object?  Here  I  might  with  propriety 
*>k,"What  hamaa  araurances  conld  hare  gone 
farther  than  those  that  have  been  made  on  your 
pan?  Do  all  solemn  obligations  between  nations 
oependnpon  chance  or  caprice?  Or  is  there  such 
•  principle  oniverullv  acknowledged  among  dif- 
fnent  nations  as  the  law  of  nature  and  nations?" 
U  yODi  Excellency  admits  that  there  is  such  a 
pnnci^de  as  national  law,  1  assert  that  the  inhab- 
itantt  of  ibis  country  cannot  be  considered  as  any- 
wise subjects  of  the  Spanish  Monarchy.  If  you 
^  existence  of  the  principle,  I  have  only  to 
observe  that  the  people  cannot,  with  propriety,  be 
eensared  for  rtcurritiff  to  that  conduct  which  will 
nltimaiely  secure  their  felicity. 
,  I  hare  tbns  far  proceeded  by  war  of  argnmoit 
in  answer  to  yoor  communicaiion.  From  the  whole 
or  which  you  will  readily  infer  a  very  aatunl 


conclusion  that  the  delay  on  your  part  in  carrying 
the  late  treaty  into  effect,  added  to  the  inTariabla 
nature  of  the  human  heart,  has  produced  the  evib 
of  which  you  complain. 

ButiinceyoudemandapositiTe  reply  to  the  geO' 
eral  question,  whether  I  am  concerned  in  measurea 
destructive  of  His  Catholic  Maiesiy 's  interest,  or  in 
an  attempt  to  attack  tbe  fort,!  give  you  my  honor 
that  1  am  not.  You  have  assisted  me  in  confirm- 
ing the  sentiment  that  this  territory  belongs  lo  thfe 
Uaiied  States;  and  I  do  now,  therefore,  on  the 
part  of  the  said  United  Slates,  as  their  agent,  most 
sole. nnly  and  pointedly  protest  against  the  land' 
ing  of  any  troop*,  or  the  reparation  of  any  fortifi- 


as  a  violation  of  the  treaty,  and  an  immediate  at- 
tack upon  the  honor  and  dignitv  of  my  country. 

I  shall  now  finally  observe  tnai,  from  your  ver- 
bal message  by  your  adjutant.  Major  Minor,  I 
expected  that  you  Bxoellency  would  have  [vo- 
poMd  some  lehemeof  accommodation  that  woold 
have  been  consistent  with  the  josttce  and  aenti- 
ment  of  the  coanlries  we  have  the  honor  to 


Should  you  have  any  proposals  to  make  for  an 
aecommoaation,  I  assure  you  that  I  feel  every 
wish  to  enter  into  a  discussion  for  that  purpoaa. 

*™'  A.  ELLICOTT. 

No.  4. 
Blatenant  of  the  princ^laa  on  which  I  Ibidujsalfdi^ 

poaaJ,  according  to  mj  dnij,  to  put  in  pradioa  te 

the  tranqnilU^  of  the  coonbj. 

1st.  That  all  the  people  in  general,  now  collect 
ed  or  who  are  collecting  in  bodie^  shall  dispersa 
and  return  to  their  farms,  and  continue  peaceaUf 
their  domestic  business. 

2d.  That,  by  so  doing,  it  is  warranted  to  them 
that  they  shall  not  be  prosecuted  for  the  present 
disturbance. 

3d.  That,  as  an  explanation,  to  banish  some 
daubtfut  apprehensions  that  perhapi  have  gives 
rise  to  the  present  disturbance,  I  aaaure  the  publia 
there  are  no  preparations  against  them;  that  Ihe 
detachment  of  troops  coming  op  the  river  is  aot 
intended  for  this  place,  and  are  to  proceed  u  theii 
destination ;  nor  nave  1  ordered  any  troops  from 
Nogales  to  reinforce  me. 

4th.  That  no  Indiana  have  been  called,  that  no 

«ds  have  been  or  shall  be  stopped. 

5tb.  That  there  is  no  war  declared  between  Hia 
Catholic  Majesty  and  the  United  States;  on  tke 
contrary,  it  is  tbe  intention  of  His  Majesty  to  ooik- 
'  me  the  best  harmony  between  the  two  nation^ 

coDseqaenee  thereof  I  have  not  (he  least  idM 
of  acting  in  a  hostile  manner  against  any  force  or 
persons  belonging  to  the  United  Statca;  and 
whilst  this  good  intelligence  subaiat*  between  th« 
two  nations,  no  alieration  shall  be  made  on  theaa 
principles;  on  tbe  contrary,  1  shall  employ  mf 
lest  exertions  to  make  evctr  resident  of^  (bis 
snment  as  happy  as  poasiMe ;  farther  I  da- 
dare  that  they  shall  not  be  imbodied  ■§  ■uiilia 
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but  agiinst  an  iovasioa  of  this  coualry,  aod,  if 
military  bodies  Bhall  be  wanted  out  of  this  dis- 
trict, tbey  shall  only  be  formed  by  volunteers. 
M.  OAYOSO  DE  LEM08. 
Natcbez,  Jwk  \A,  1797. 


Natchez,  June  14,  1797. 

Whereas  the  conruiion  in  which  the  country  is 
M  present  invoWed  threatens  the  entire  destrue- 
'  ■      ■  ihabitants;  it  is  our  (     , 

_. .      josare  them  from  ceriaiD 

will  t>e  inevitable  if  they  do  not  listen  to  the  salu- 
tary advice  which  the  voice  of  humanity  dictates 
to  our  constant  attention  to  the  welfare  of  every 
individual  of  this  Government ;  lenity  in  its  great- 
est extent  accompanies  the  obedience  that  is  re- 
quired, and  general  forgiveness  will  be  the  fruit 
of  a  candid  repentance,  and  the  exsct  compliance 
with  the  following  conditions: 

From  the  day  after  the  publication  of  the  pte- 
■enl  proclamation,  alt  persons  collected  in  boaies. 
or  are  collecting  for  any  purpose  not  sanctioned 
by  us,  will  immediately  disperse,  and  every  indr- 
Tidual  retire  to  the  place  of  his  residence,  attend 
to  his  farm,  or  other  occupation,  in  a  peaceable 
manner,  and  consider  himself  in  the  same  light  as 
before  the  present  disturbance,  never  to  assemble 
again  upon  the  same  principles  as  the  present,  nor 
consider  themselves  as  bound  to  do  it,  when-ealled 
upon  similar  purposes,  whilst  under  the  Govern- 
ment and  laws  of  His  Majesty. 

Any  persons  who  from  attachment  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  laws  of  His  Majesty,  and  with  a 
view  to  prevent  the  impendiiig  calamity,  should 
have  assembled  in  bodies,  are  likewise  to  disperse. 

No  person  shall  ever  be  upbraided  on  account 
of  his  differing  in  opinion  with  any  other,  which, 
when  not  carried  to  excess,  is  allowed  to  every 
man,  when  it  is  not  injurious  to  the  Qovemmeot, 
and  coDseqnentljr  to  the  community  in  general. 

By  so  complying  a  general  forgiveness  is  war- 
ranted to  every  person  who  has  Oeen  concerned 
i_  .1, J. I. 1  _g  inquiry  shall 

It  has  been  represented  to  us  that  the  nreseni 
commotion  has  partly  arisen  from  the  folio 
apjKehensiooi 


1  from  the  following 


That  a  war  might  be  actually  declared  between 
His  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

That  forces  were  accumtilating  here  to  treat 
with  rigor  those  inhabitants  who  nave  manifested 
a  partiality  for  the  Government  of  the  United 
Btates,  and  that  the  Indians  had  been  called  upon 
lor  their  asaistance. 

That  the  roads  and  water  < 


- jobecom- 

pdled  to  imbody  into  military  corps. 

To  buitsh  these  unfounded  apnehensions,  and 
finally  tranquillise  the  minds  orthepeo[de,we  do 
hereby  aasure  lh«m  that  no  wu  ei '  ' 


His  Majesty  and  the  United  Btates;  but  on  the 
contrary  the  most  friendly  intercourse  is  recom- 
mendeii  to  both  nations.  No  forces  ate  accumu- 
lating here,  and  those  for  Nogales  are  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  opposing  an  actual  enemy.  No  In* 
dians  have  been  called.  No  interruptions  have 
or  shall  be  put  to  land  or  water  commanicationt; 
and  under  the  present  situation  of  this  country,  ao 
corps  of  militia  shall  be  formed ;  but  if  any  should 
be  wanted,  out  of  the  district,  volunteers  only 
shall  be  called  for,  except  in  case  of  an  invasion, 
either  by  water  or  by  land  within  the  eileni  ot 
this  Government ;  in  which  case  natural  defeoce 
and  general  safely  admits  of  no  exceptions. 

The  alcaldee  m  each  district,  or  persons  com- 
missioned for  the  purpose  of  promulgating  this 
proclamation,  ate  hereby  ordered  to  make  it  pub- 
lic with  all  possible  expedition,  that  it  may  pio- 
duce  the  desirable  good  effect. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  my  anoi; 
and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  this  Gor- 
erument. 

M.  GAYOSO  DE  LBHOS. 
J.  VIDAL. 


No.  6. 
Don  Muuiel  Osyoso  De  Lemo^  Brigadier  Crensnl  is 

ths  Rojal  Annies,  Govemor  Mililar^  and  Pnliticsl  oF 

Natchez  and  its  Etapendenciai,  &c. 

Natchez,  June  32, 1797. 

Sir  :  The  following  propositions  being  uaani- 
mously  tigreed  to  by  us  the  uuderwritlen.  (beitiK 
a  committee  appointed  by  a  very  numerous  sua 
respectable  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  dis- 
trict.) and  A.  Ellicott,  a  citizen  and  Commis- 
sioner of  the  United  States,  and  P.  S.  Pope,  com- 
manding the  United  States  troops  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, are  submitted  to  your  excellency,  wilb  a  re- 
quest that  you  may  accede  to  and  transmit  a  copy 
of  the  same  to  the  Baron  de  Carondelei,  and  ob- 
tain his  concurrence,  in  order  to  restore  trsuquil- 
tiiy  to  this  district. 

Ist.  The  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Natchez, 
who,  under  the  belief  and  persuasion  that  tbey 
were  citizens  of  the  United  States,  agieeably  to 
the  late  treaty,  have  assembled  and  irabodied 
themselves,  are  not  to  be  prosecuted  or  injured 
for  their  conduct  on  that  account,  bnt  to  stand 
exonerated  and  acquitted. 

2d.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Govern  men  I  aforesaid 
above  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude,  ate  not 
to  be  imbodied  as  militia,  or  called  upon  lo  aid  in 
any  military  operation,  except  in  case  of  an  Indian 
invasion,  or  for  the  suppression  of  riots  dnring  the 
present  stale  of  uncertainty,  owing  to  the  btt 
treaty  between  the  United  Slates  andHis  Catholic 
Majesty  not  being  fully  carried  into  effect. 

M.  The  laws  of  Spain,  in  the  above  district 
shall  be  continued,  and,  on  all  occasions  be  H^ 
euted  with  mildness  and  moderation,  nor  snail  any 
of  the  inhabitants  be  transported  as  prisoners,  onl 
of  this  Government,  on  any  pretest  whatever) 
and,  notwithstanding  the  oneration  of  the  law 
aforesaid,  is  hereby  admitted,  yet  the  inhabiunts 
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iball  b«  considered  lo  be  in  an  Mtosl  lUte  of  aeu- 
inlity  dnrioK  the  continoBDve  of  their  unceiuioty, 
u  meniionea  in  the  wcood  proposiiioo. 

4th.  The  coinniiltee  aforeiaid  do  eonge  to  re- 
commend it  10  your  coastiiuenia,  mod  lo  the  ut- 
most of  oar  power  endeiTor  lo  piesH-re  the  peace 
uid  DTomate  the  dae  execuiioa  of  justice. 

We  are  yoni  iDost  obedient  and  hamble  mf- 

""'*'  A.  HUTCHINS, 

BERNARD  LINTOT, 
ISAAC  GAILLARD, 
CATO  WEST, 
WILUAM  RATLIFF, 
GABRIEL  BEN018T. 
JOSEPH  BERNARD. 

Don  Minael  Oajoso  da  LemM,  BrigmdJar  General  in  the 
Rojil  Annies  of  Spain,  Oovemor  Milituy  ud  Fcditi- 
cilof  NetcbeiinditaDependeiicin,  Stc 

aOTEBNUBNT  HoUSE. 

NatcMx,  June  22, 1797. 
I  do  berebf  accede  to  the  foregoing  propoaitioni 
HUblished  >nd  agreed  upon  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
eslibtithing  the  peace  aod  tranquiUitj'  of  ihii 
eonniry ;  and  that  it  niay  be  eonsiant  and  noto- 
rious, 1  sign  the  present,  under  the  xeal  of  mj 
uau,  and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  this 
QoTentneat. 

H.  GAYOSO  DB  LEM08. 
Bt  his  Ezeellency'a  commaDd. 

JH.  VIDAL. 

No.  7. 

JvttB  22,  1797. 
We,  the  under  written,  do  engage  to  co-operate 
with  the  committee  appointed  by  a  aumerous  and 
respectable  meeting  of  the  inbatiitants  of  the  dis- 
tficl  of  Natchez,  to  preserve  the  peace  and  to  ob- 
tain the  due  execution  of  justice,  and  do  hereby 
approve  of  the  propositions  presented  Governor 
Grifoso  by  the  said  committee,  and  acceded  to 


bylii^ 


A.  ELLICOTT, 
C^izen  and  Commumoner  of  the  U.  S. 

P,  8.  POPE, 
Commanding  TJ.  S.  troop*  on  the  Mm. 

No.  8. 
Don  Hanntl  GayoM  de  Lemoa,  Brigidier  Oeneral  in 

tlu  Bojil  AmuM,  Qoremor  Hitituy  and  Political  of 

NHehai  and  ila  IhipeDdendei,  Ac. 

NiTCHia,  June  32,  1797. 

Whereas  the  threatening  calamities  lo  which 
the  iobabitanls  of  this  district  have  been  latelr 
exposed, did  awidie  the  zeat  of  every  individual, 
and  rouse  them  to  seek  the  most  efficacioui  means 
ofre-eitablithing  good  order  and  ibai  tranquillity 
which,  for  many  days,  was  tostj  tbe  good  sense 
o!  a  number  of  the  inhabitaals  dictated  to  them 
the  necessity  of  a  convention,  in  which  they  chose 
poons  of  the  most  notorious  probity  and  intelli- 
gence as  a  committee  lo  co-operate  with  us  to- 


wards the  re-establishment  of  the  public  peace 
and  tranquillity ;  and  the  membeia  of  the  said 
committee  baviog  met  at  Natchez,  after  due  dt- 
liboatioos  and  consultations,  slated  and  presented 
ui  the  following  propositions,  in  the  terms  and 
form  here  expressed,  to  wit.  [Then  follow  the 
propositions  No.  6.] 

Being  always  desirous  of  promoting  the  public 

good,  we  do  join  in  tbe  tame  sentiment  with  the 

cominittee,  by  accedinir  to  their  propositions  in  the 

manaer  following,     rsee  the  proposiiiona  No.  6.1 

M.  GAYOSQ  DE  LEMOS. 

JOSEPH  VIDAL,  S 


No.  9. 
GoMMiTTEB  Room, 
September  14,  1797. 
Sib  :  The  many  proofs  ihat  the  committee  baa 
of  your  desire  to  contribute  to  the  welfare  of  this 
country,  encourage  it  to  request  of  you  the  sernce 
mentioned  in  our  first  resolve  of  yesterday,  of 
whicb  it  encloses  yon  a  copy.    1  have  the  honor 
to  be,  sir,>dbe., 

JOSEPH  BERNARD, 

'  CStairman. 
The  Hon.  Aiidrew  Ellicott,  Esq. 
1.  Retf^ved,  Tbai  tbe  Stb  resolve  of  the  29th 
ultimo  be  rescinded,  and  that  Mr.  Ellicott,  wbose 
inclination  for  the  interest  and  happiness  of  this 
country  we  have  a  convincing  proof  of,  in  his 
former  communications  to  the  General  Oovem- 
ment,  published  since,  and  now  in  our  hands,  and 
who,  from  his  residence  for  several  montlu 
amongst  us,  is  well  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
stances of  this  country,  he  requested  (o  represent 
our  present  situation  to  his  excellency  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales,  and  likewise  all  the 
measures  which  he  shall  deem  to  be  conducive  to 
the  future  welfare  of  this  country,  in  ihe  event  of 
the  late  treaty  between  His  Catholic  Majesty  and 
the  United  States  being  carried  fully  into  effect. 
G.  BENOIST,  Secretary. 


No.  10. 
Don  Stephen  Minor,  Captain  in  the  Royal  .^imiw,  AU, 

Major,  «nd  GovemM-prn  tan.  of  tbe  Natchta  and  fta 

Dependendea,  ^. 

I  do  certify  thai  Colonel  Peter  Bryan  Bruin, 
Daniel  Clark,  Joseph  Bernard,  Frederick  Kim- 
ball, Qahriel  BenoisL  Isaac  Qailltrd,  Philander 
Smith,  Roger  Dixon,  and  William  Ratliff,  Es- 

Suires,  meinbers  of  the  permanent  committee,  duly 
[ected  by  the  people  at  large,  under  the  sanetioa 
of  Government,  are  the  true  and  sole  representa- 
tives of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Government,  uid 
that  faiih  is  due  to  their  proceedings  &s  such,  as 
also  to  the  representations  they  may  make  in  be- 
half of  the  public  in  all  cases. 

In  teaiimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
band  and  affixed  my  seal  at  Government  House, 
Natchez,  this  aiiieenih  dav  of  September,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven. 

STEPHEN  MINOR. 
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Stephen  Minor,  Esq.,  CipUin  ia  the  Royil  Araixt,  ind 
Oovemoi  of  the  Natchez  for  the  lime  hanf. 

AuQDBT  16, 179T. 

It  beiog  the  undeniable  sad  iDalieusble  right  of 
freemen,  to  aBsemble  in  an  orderly  and  peaceable 
manaer  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  and  delibe- 
rating on  their  mntoal  interest,  no  opposition  shall 
be  i^de  by  the  officers  of  His  Catholic  Majesty 
to  any  OMembly,  whether  partial  oi  Eeneral,  of 
the  inhabitants  residing  in  this  district,  if  con- 
ducted upon  the  principles  of  good  order  and  de- 
corum. 

I  do.  therefore,  hereby  grant  permission  for  the 
assemblies  or  meetings  required  in  this  address,  to 
take  place  on  the  day  appointed  and  in  manner 
recommended.  STEPHEN  MINOR. 

[No.  12  is  a  letter  from  the  Che7alier  de  Yruja, 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Catholic  Migesty. 
to  Timothy  Pickering,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  State ; 
dated  Jaly  11, 1797,  which  the  reader  will  find  at 
page  3154,  arite-l 

No.  la 

Mr.  PickeiiiiE,  Etocietuy  of  Stale,  to  die  CheTiliw  de 
Ynijo,  EnvoT  Extnordinu;  and  Minuter  Plenipo- 
tenUM^ofUisCatholicHajertjtothe  TTnited  State* 
of  America. 

Depabthent  of  State. 

Phiiadelphia,  AugutI  6, 1797. 

Sir  :  1  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  lltb  of 
the  last  month^  to  which  mv  other  engagements 
have  till  this  lime  prevented  an  answer. 

My  additional  report  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  3d  of  July,  in  relation  to 
Spanish  affairs,  has  offended  yon,  and  is  mentioned 
as  the  cause  of  your  writing  to  me  on  the  11th.  If, 
ait,  I  were  now  to  make  the  just  remarks  and  re- 
criminations which  your  letter  obTiousty  suf^ests, 
I  am  afraid  you  would  be  still  more  ofiendeu.  I 
am  not  sure,  indeed,  that  I  can  possibly  frame  an 
answer  that  will  escape  your  displeasure  ;  but  I 
dtall  endeavor  that  it  be  expressed  not  in  a  style 
indecorous,  unusual, and  unbecomingadiplomatic 
eorrespondence,  while  it  contains  a  fair  exposi- 
tion of  facts  and  arguments,  io  opposition  to  errors 
sod  actual  misrepresentations. 

In  respect  to  your  suspicions  of  an  expedition 
preparing  oa  uie  lakes  by  the  British,  for  an 
attack  upon  Upper  Louisiana,  I  hare  said  that 
you  never  mentioned  a  single  fact  or  reason  on 
which  yoar  suspicions  w^e  founded.  In  contra- 
diction to  this  assertion,  you  say  that"  in  our  con- 
ference on  the  27th  of  February,  you  gave  me  in- 
formation that  a  corps  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
men  had  been  raised  at  Montreal,  and  marched 
towards  the  lakes,  where,  after  the  evacuation  of 
the  American  posts,  there  was  no  ostensible  ob- 
ject for  them ;" — "  that  you  knew  that  the  British 
agents  had  treated  with  some  of  the  Indian  nations 
in  that  country  concerning  the  intended  expedi- 
tioD  ;  and  that  you  added  that  you  had  received 
thoK  advices  from  a  person  who  might  be  de- 


pended on,  who  had  seen  these  new  levies  pass- 
ing through  Johnstown,  on  their  way  to  the  west- 
ward." To  this,  sir,  I  answer,  that  1  have  not  tbe 
slightest  recollection  that  yon  mentioned  eitber  of 
these  eircurastanees;  thai  the  Secretary  of  "^Vkf 
happened  to  come  into  my  office  while  we  "^rere 
conversing,  at  which  you  expressed  yont  satisfac^ 
tlon,  and  repeated  your  suspicions:  and  he  says 
you  then  mentioned  no  fact  or  reason  as  tne 
ground  thereoft  and  that,  when  1  mentioned  the 
subject  to  the  President,  (certainlv  within  lea  or 
twdve  days  after  this  conference,)  I  perfectly  re- 
member making  to  him  this  remark:  That  in 
your  letter  of  March  2,  yon  said  yon  had  three 
days  before  declared  to  me  the  just  reasons  you 
had  for  suspecting  that  the  English  were  prepar- 
ing the  expedition  in  question ;  whereas,  you  nad 
offered  me  no  reason  at  all.  Hence,  lam  obliged 
to  conclude  that  you  might  have  held  such  a  cod- 
versation  with  some  other  person,  and  by  mistake 
have  applied  it  tome.  The  BngliBh  raising  three  i 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  tnarching  them  throiigli  ' 
Johnstown,  and  tampering  with  the  Indians  to  pro- 
mote the  expedition,  were  eireum»tances  ivhich 
appeared  perfectly  new  to  me  when  I  received 
your  letter  of  the  11th  instant.  I  remember,  also, 
that  the  conference  ended  by  your  saying  yoa 
would  write  to  me  on  the  subject ;  which  evidently 
implied  that  your  written  representation  was  to 
be  the  basis  of  any  act  of  mine  or  of  the  Gtorern- 
ment.  In  that  letter,  sir,  if  you  possessed  any 
grounds  for  your  suspicions,  you  ought  to  have 
stated  them ;  for,  contrary  to  the  opinion  you  have 
now  expressed,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
the  Qovemment  of  the  United  States  was  not 
bound  to  lake  notice  of  the  vague  and  unsupport- 
ed suspicions,  of  any  Minister;  at  least,  not  to 
incur  expense  by  its  military  arrangements,  to 
prevent  an  imaginary  expedition,  such  as  was  the 
object  of  yours.  When  youtnaae  a  formal  state- 
ment of  your  suspicions,  but  without  any  fact  to 
sbowtliat  they  were  founded;  when  the  Qorera- 
ment  of  the  United  States  possessed  oO  other  in- 
formation, nor  the  knowledge  of  any  circumstaa- 
cesindicative  of  the  expedition  ;  and  when  in  itself, 
it  appeared  destitute  of  evett  the  shadow  of  proba- 
bility; it  was  an  act  of  complaisance  to  assure 
you  that  it"  Would  be  anxious  to  maintain  the 
righisof  their  neutral  situation,  and  on  aH  (Mcasions 
adopt  and  pursue  those  measures  which  should 
appear  proper  and  expedient  for  that  end."  What 
these  measures  should  he,  and  when  to  be  takeI^ 
the  Government  itself  would  judge. 

It  was  an  act  of  greater  complaisance,  when,  on 
the  21st  of  April,you  renewed  the  declaration  of 
your  suspicions,  but  still  withonl  assigningany  rea- 
sons,for  the  Gtovernment  to  resolve  on.  and  to  com- 
municate to  you,  what  you  are  pleased  to  atloiv  to 
be  a  "determinate  disposiiitKi  on  this  point." 

In  the  next  sentence,  as  in  many  others,  yon  mis- 
represent my  expressions,  and  misunderstand  my 
meaning.  I  do  not  say  that "  from  your  not  har- 
ing  given  me  detailed  information  respecting  the 
expedition,  and  from  the  answer  which  I  received 
from  the  Briibb  Minister  on  the  19th  of  Jone,  I 
believed  the  expedition  to  be  groundleas;"  bat,  aAet 
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remtrkiDg  that  you  ncTer  memioned  a  single  fact 
orreaioi)  lo  support  your  sQEpictonx,  I  sty,"  From 
ail  [be  extsiing  circamsiances,  1  ever  believed  [be 
jDepicioD  to  be  groaodletts."  If  proofs  hadexisled, 
Ton  would  have  produced  them ;  for  although  iii' 
irifues  and  coospiracies  for  the  parpose  of  a  mili- 
tary eipedition  may  long  be  concealed,  yet  the 
^paratioDt  fw  aDes(>ediiion(Bnd  such,  you  sug- 
gested, were  making)  mast  be  TisiUe  to  many, 
especially  "od  the  lakes,"  wherae*ery  movement 
for  )ueh  a  design  would  be  unuKual,  and,  Uierefore, 
attract  the  more  attention  ;  and  ntufae lory  proofs 
of  such  prepamtiaDs  would  have  been  attainable  : 
Inl  you  produced  none. 

Another  material  circumilance  I  most  notice. 
That  the  troopa  of  the  United  States  were  sta- 
tiooed  at  Niagara,  on  the  Miami,  at  Detroit,  and 
MichilimackinacK ;  and  consequently,  in  vilua' 
tioQs  well  calculated  to  protect  our  territory,  as 
ID  diici>Ter,  or  gel  information  of,  any  warlike 
preparations  so  coasiderable  as  sucb  an  eipedition 
would  require;  and  the  officers  commanding  on 
these  stations  could  not  have  failed  to  commuai- 
eate  snch  discoveries  or  information  to  the  De- 
partment of  War:  yet  bo  such  commonioitionB 

Bot  it  WB.9  also  well  known  that  they  bad  not 
DO  the  lakes  a  force  adequate  to  the  enterprise  in 
question.  I  considered  also  the  great  difficulties 
ibii  would  attend  the  transportation  of  troops, 
equipage,  provisioos,  cannon,  and  stores,  by  either 
or  the  routes  gog^sied  ;  if  either  could  have  been 
nkei)  without  violating  the  territory  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States. 

These  were  circumstances  abundantly  sufficient 
to  discredit  naked  suspicions ;  and  the  declaration 
of  Mr.  Listen,  in  hisnoteof  the  19ih  of  June  was 
mtDtioned  only  as  confirming  the  iusineas  of  the 
opinioa  which  I  had  at  first  formed  in  March,  and 
which  ]  continued  to  entertain,  of  foursuspieions. 
I  mif  hi  add  that  at  that  early  period,  Mr.  Liston 
issured  me  that  ne  had  no  knowledge  of  such  an 
expedition;  and  his  inquiries  of  the  Govemor'Gen- 
eral  of  Canada,  of  the  British  Secretary  of  State, 
biTe  enabled  him  po<itively  to  assert,  in  the  above 
ncie,  that  no  such  expedition  wm  ever  intended. 
And  this  fact  repels  your  suggestions  that  I  had 
been  **  remiss"  in  not  doing,  for  two  months,  what 
OD  my  own  principles,  was  proper  to  have  been 
done.  But  you  think  I  ought  not  to  have  com- 
municated yonr  siispieions  of  this  expedition  to 
the  British  Minister,  although  "  bis  motions  were 
10  be  watched."  Yon  tbink,  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  President  should  "  hare  given  snitable  orders 
to  General  Wilkinson,  or  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  military  force  on  those  frontiers,"  biii 
have  kept  a  perfect  silence  towards  ibe  British— 
have  let  them  complete  their  preparations,  (if  any 
bad  been  making)  and  collect  their  array  on  the 
lakes — have  let  them  more  forward,  nntil  they 
shoold  enter  upon  the  United  States ;  and,  seeing 
the  President  could  notkoow  beforehand  whethei 

"  we  may  aajipose 

yoor  ideas  of  the  "  suitable  orders"  to  the  military 

tobe,  that,  at  a  great  eipenae,  the  trooperfthe 

5th  Coir       "" 


United  States  should  be  drawn  into  that  countiy 
and  divided  into  corps,  to  be  posted  on  those  riv- 
ers, to  have  fought  the  British  army,  and  tbuM 
have  defeated  the  enterprise.  Sir.  this  is  not  the 
only  instance  in  which,  after  haviog.  desired  the 
American  Qovernment  to  do  some  act  interesting 
to  your  owti,  you  have  then  presumed  to  dictate 
how  it  should  be  done. 

"But  (you  say)  you  never  could  have  imagined 
that  I  would  have  ^iven  lo  the  British  Minister  a 

Eieee  of  advice  which  might  enable  him  lo  alter 
is  plan,  by  letting  him  know  that  the  former  one 
was  discover^]."  And  what,  sir,  was  the  plan  of 
the  British,  lo  defeat  which  you  desired  the  Amer- 
ican Gorernment  to  interfere?  Why,  according 
to  your  suspicions,  it  was  to  march  an  army  through 
the  territory  of  the  United  States  against  Upper 
Loalsiana.  If.  then,  the  communication  of  your 
suspicions  to  Mr.  Listen  would  induce  him  tft 
"  alter  his  plan,"  it  would,  by  a  word  or  a  letter, 
instead  of  an  army,  defeat  the  expedition  :  for  it 
was  not  possible  it  should  go  forward  except 
through  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  ;  an4, 
eonset]uently,  the  communication,  instead  of  disap- 
pointing, would  hare  perfectly  accomplished  what 
yon  requested. 

In  your  5th  paragraph,  you  are  pleased  to  men- 
tion what  you  consider  as  another  omission  of 
duty,  that,  although,  on  the  2d  of  March,  yon 
wrote  your  suspicions,  and,  three  days  before,  yon' 
mentioned  them  verbally,  yet,  on  the  9lh,  I  bad  not 
laid  tbematter  before  the  President.  I  will  take 
the  trouble  to  show  with  how  little  reason  yoti 
have  made  this  remark.  The  2d  of  March  was  the 
day  next  preceding  the  distolution  of  Congress; 
and,  at  the  close  ofa  session,  the  President  is  over- 
whelmed with  business  that  cannot  be  postponed. 
On  the  3d,  the  then  President's  term  of  office  ex- 
pired. On  the  4th,  the  inauguration  of  the  suc- 
ceeding President  was  celebrated.  The  5th  of 
March  was  Sunday.  The  five  following  dan 
were  not  unoccQpied;  and,  on  the  11th  of  March, 
the  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  2d  was  given. 
And,  althuugh  you  attach  much  importance  to 
your  suspicions,  the  details  I  hare  given  prove 
that  they  were  then  destitute  of  probability ,  that 
they  were,  in  fact,  unfounded,  and  consequently  of 
no  importance;  liiat  ns  such  I  then  justly  consid- 
ered them;  and,  therefore,  needed  no  '■  very  pow- 
erful"  motives  to  remain  silent  fire  days. 

I  cannot  but  regret  that  my  reasoning  ib  so  often 
not  understood.  When  reciting  my  inquiry,  whe- 
ther the  posts  occupied  by  the  troops  of  Spain  with- 
in the  territory  of  the  United  States  bad  been 
evacuated,  and  your  answer  that,  not  having  fot 
some  months  heard  from  the  Baron  de  Caroa- 
dalet,  you  "were  deprived  of  any  informatimt 
touching  the  steps  taken  for  the  execution  of  the 
treaty  :"  I  put  these  last  words  between  inverted 
coiDnias,  not,  as  you  say,  "  in  order  to  draw  atten- 
tion," hut  because  they  were  an  exact  quotation 
from  the  translation  or  yonr  letter.  And  when  f 
added,  in  my  report,  "nevertheless  he  (the  Minia- 
ter  of  His  Catholic  Majesty)  had  previoaslyi  in- 
formed the  Baron  de  Cerondelet  of  his  anspiciona 
of  a  projected  expedition  from  Canada  f  It  wu 
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not  to  prove  either  that  the  BntoD  had  received 
jour  letters,  or  tlial  you  had  received  his ;  but,  as 
that  very  iaformatioD  was  as^jgoed  by  tbe  Baron 
as  a  reafon  for  stilt  relainlog  and  reinforcing  the 
post,  ibe  obvious  conclusion  was,  that  you  wrote 
and  transmitted  to  him  the  information  with  that 
view;  and  hence,  that,  inHtead  of  disclaiming  all 
knowledg-e  on  the  subject,  candor  should  bare 
induced  you  to  answer  me,  thai,  although  you  had 
not  received  any  late  letters  from  the  Baron,  and 
therefore  you  could  not  say  wbat  steps  had  actu&l- 
Ir  been  taken  for  the  evacuation  of  the  posts,  yet 
that,  on  accoant  of  the  suspected  expedition  from 
the  lakes,  of  which  you  have  infonned  the  Baron, 

Jou  presumed  (or  you  advised  and  probably  you 
id  advise)  tbat  he  would  still  hold  possession  of 
tbetn, "  to  cover  Louisiana."  This  '■  logic,"  sir,  I 
hope,  is  intelligible,  and,  at  any  rate,  not  "  ex- 
tremely false." 

I  cannot  omit  noticing  your  observations  on  tbe 
6th  paragraph  of  my  report.  If,  as  you  were 
obUKmg  euougb  to  promise,  you  had  favored  me 
with  copies  of  tbe  Baron  de  Carondelei'a  two  let' 
ters,  (of  which  you  undertook  to  give  me  an  oral 
but  literal  translation,)  iasleadoflheit",substance," 
I  might  have  been  more  correct  in  reciting  his 
usertion,  tbat  Mr.  EUicoIt  bad  not  giveo  him 
notice  of  his  arrival  al  the  Natchez,  as  tbe  Com- 
missioner of  the  United  States  for  running  the 
boundarv  line.  Whether  this  was  a  "complaint," 
or  an  "oDservation,"as  you  choose  to  call  it,  every 
reader  of  your  letter  will  see  to  be  of  no  conse- 
quence.  Bni  whether  the  assertion  was  founded 
or  unfounded,  was  material ;  seeing,  in  the  same 
letter,  Mr.  Eliicoit  is  charged  with  having  "car- 
ried bis  zeal  so  far  as  to  attempt  to  gel  possession 
qf  the  fort  of  the  Natchez  by  surprise ;"  and  an 
assertion  foUows  that  "  Governor  Gayoso  says  he 
has  in  his  power  documents  which  prove  evi- 
dently the  intention  of  this  attempt."  Thisaccu- 
■ation  against  Mr.  EIHcolt  I  considered  as  inju- 
rious, not  to  him  only,  but  to  the  Government ; 
for  which,  in  the  character  of  Commissioner,  he 
was  appointed  to  act.  If  other  circumstances  in- 
duced me  to  doubt  its  correctness,  tbe  other  com- 
plaint or  ''observation,"  which  I  knew  to  be  un- 
tonnded,  could  not  but  increase  my  doubts.  It 
was  important,  therefore,  and  my  duty,  to  present 
them  tojrether  to  the  President's  notice.  1  have 
Dot  "  entirely  mistaken"  this  matter.  In  my  re- 
port to  the  President,  I  did  not  undertake  to  recite 
what  you  "  mentioned,"  but  what  yon  translated 
from  the  Baroa  de  Carondelet's  letters ;  you  re- 
peated the  charge  in  question ;  and  it  was  not  till 
tbeo  that  I  handed  you  the  copies  of  the  Baron's 
and  Mr.  Ellicott's  correspondence,  showing  the 
repugnance  of  fact  to  assertion,  and  it  was  then 
tbat  you  blushed,  as  I  had  before  been  astonished. 
And  your  remark,  afterwards,  was  what  I  have 
atated  in  my  report,  "  that  you  supposed  the  Baroo 
did  not  consider  Mr.  EUtcoit's  letter  as  official." 
Tou  then  made  no  distinction  between  a  "  com- 
print" and  an  "observation,"  nor  used  the  phrase 
"in  the  rigor,"  nor  any  other  qualifying  worda, 
except  those  which  are  stated  in  my  report. 
Beside*,  the  Baron  had  no  right  to  expect  any 


other  evidence  of  Mr.  Ellicotl's  appoiniment  than 
his  letter,  until  ihey  should  meet  for  the  purpose 
of  commencing  the  business  of  their  appoint' 
ments,  when,  of  course,  they  would  mutually  ex- 
hibit tbeir  commissions.  Aiidj  from  the  Baron's 
answer,  of  the  Ist  of  Match,  it  is  plain  that  he 
expected  no  other  notice :  for  he  tiierein  recog- 
nises Mr.  Ellicott  as  the  Commissioner  of  the 
United  Stales. 

In  the  last  sentence  of  your  paragraph  on  this 
subject,  yon  say  "  that  when,  after  a  mixed  and 
desultory  conversation  upon  various  subjects,  you 
had  collected  and  methodized  your  ideas,  and 
committed  them  to  writins,  my  answer  and  ob- 
servations  ought  to  have  neen  confined  to  the 

is  inaccurate.  It  may,  however,  be  applied  to  a 
former  part  of  your  letter. 

You  say  that,  in  our  conference  on  the  S7ih  of 
February,  you  mentioned  to  me  the  raising  of 
three  hundred  and  fifty  men  at  Montreal ;  that 
your  informer  saw  them  pass  through  Johnstown, 
and  that  you  knew  the  British  agents  had  treated 
with  some  of  tbe  Indian  natioDs  concerning  aa 
expedition  preparing  on  the  Lakes.  But,  in  your 
letter  of  the  2J  of  March,  in  wbich  you  were  "to 
collect  and  methodize  your  ideas"  on  tbe  subject 
of  your  suspicions,  you  do  not  introduce  one  of 
those  suspicions ;  of  course,  on  your  own  princi- 
ples, I  ought,  if  ihey  ever  had  been  mentioned,  to 
have  considered  ibem  as  nullities. 

In  tbe  eighth  paragraph  of  your  letter,  you  ob- 
serve, that  mv  proof  obtained  from  Mr,  EUicott's 
messeqgers,  tnai  he  did  not  attempt  to  get  posses- 
sion of  the  Watefaez  fort  by  surprise,  is  merely 
n^ative.  I  offered  it  only  as  such.  But  the  nega- 
tive testimony  of  two  men  of  good  characters 
against  a  fact  which  they  were  likely  to  be  ac- 
quainted with,  if  it  existed,  and  whose  existence 
other  circumstances  rendered  imjirobable,  and  the 
assertion  of  which  is  mingled  wiih  assertions,  by 
the  same  person,  of  other  facts,  of  which  some,  or 
even  one,  is  known  to  be  unfounded,  merits  con- 
sideration. There  is,  however  further  evidence 
applicable  to  this  case.  In  the  letter  dated  at  the 
Natchez,  the  5th  of  May,  from  Lieutenant  Pope 
to  Governor  Oayos),  you  will  see  that  the  Gov- 
ernor had  made  the  uke  accusation  against  the 
Lieutenant.  ''A  gentleman  had  informed  him 
(the  Governor)  tbat  tbe  Lieutenant  intended  to 
«ttack  the  garrison  at  that  place."  Lieutenant 
Pope,  justly  bun  by  tbe  groundless  ataertion,  de- 
sires that  the  informer  may  be  named,  and  required 
'~  acquit  himself  of  his  assertion,  or  be  punished 

a  false  accuser.  Tbe  Governor  answers  the 
next  day.  speaks  of  the  information  as  communi- 
cated to  Lieutenant  Pope  in  familiar  conversation; 
and  adds,  that  the  inlormet  was  to  be  despised. 
Yet,  from  the  pointed  manner  in  which  Lieuten- 
ant Pope  made  the  demand,  it  is  evident  (hat  the 
information  was  presented  to  him  as  a  aerions  ac- 
After  this  detail,  will  it  not  be  con- 
jectured that  the  Governor's  "documents"  respeci- 
mg  Mr.  Ellicolt's  "  attempt,"  are  of  a  piece  with 
his  "  familiar  convenaiion''  with  Lieutenant  Pope 
concemiog  his  "  intended  nitack  1" 


.dbyGoogle 


3206 


Belatwm  with  Spaia. 


ia  the  ninth  para^ph  of  your  Utter  you  say 
ihal,  ''after  having  discussed  the  history  of  these 
iraDsBciioiu  with  all  theforceand  accuracy  which 
result  from  these  observations,  I  assure,  with  a 
rery  ill-zrounded  coafidence,  tliat,  upoD  a  riev  of 
the  whole,  it  appears  that  His  Majesty's  GoTerii- 
on  oa  (he  Mississippi  have,  oa  various  preieuces, 
poiipoued  the  ruaniog  of  the  boundary  line,  and 
the  evacuation  of  the  posts."  I  must  here  also 
complain  of  miuepreseniatioD.  I  did  not,  in  my 
report,  draw  my  conclusions  from  the  history  of 
the^  transactioDs,  that  is,  of  the  iranaactions 
which  you  have  previoiislv  mentioned  in  your 
letter,  and  which  1  have  already  noticed  in  this 
answer,  but  "  upoa  a  view  of  ine  whole  corr«B- 
poodeace  then  and  before  sulunitted  to  the  Presi- 
aeot."  This  correspondence  I  will  now  cxamiDe, 
to  see  whether  the  causes  assigned  by  the  Spanish 
Governors  for  poalponiog  the  running  of  the 
bouadanr  line  and  evacuating  the  posts,  merit  (he 
name  of^  reoaotu,  or  of  prttetuxa. 

Governor  Oayoso,  being  informed  of  Mr.  Elli- 
cott'a  descending  the  Misaissippi,  wrote  to  him  on 
the  ITth  of  February,  desiring  him  to  leave  his 
escon  at  Bayou  Pierre, sixty  miles  above  the  Nat- 
chez. Yet  the  treaty  prescribed  a  military  escort 
on  each  aide  to  attend  the  Commissioners  in  run- 
ning the  boundary  line;  and  the  Natchez,  as  the 
place  of  [heir  first  meeting.  The  chief  reason 
oBfeted  for  this  request  was,  thai,  if  the  troops  of 
(he  two  nations  were  brought  together,  '*  misun- 
derstaodiogs"  might  arise  between  them.  Yet 
■be  treaty  required  their  coming  tugether  to  at- 
lead  the  Commissioners  when  they  were  jointly 
rODuiDg  the  boundary  line.  And  the  only  reason 
the  Govemor  assigned  for  not  evacuating  the 
posts  was,  "the  want  of  vessels,"  but  which  he 
expected  would  soon  arrive. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  Oovernor  Qayosoand 
Ui.  Gllieott  fixed  on  the  19ih  of  March,  to  pro- 
ceed down  the  river  to  Claikesville,  near  which  it 
wassoppowd  the  boundary  line  would  comtneoce. 

On  the  9th  of  March,  Oovernor  Gayoso  in- 
formed Mr.  £llicoti  that  the  Baron  de  Carondelet 
could  not  attend  the  nmning  of  the  line,  in  per- 
■on,  and  that  the  whole  business  had  devolved  on 
him,  the  Governor;  but  he  feared  he  shonld  not 
be  ready  by  the  19th.  And  then  he  endeavored 
to  draw  Mr.  EllicotI  from  hb  proper  station  at 
the  Natchez,  by  propooing  a  visit  to  the  Baion  at 
New  Orleans. 

March  12th,  the  Oovernor  again  endeavored  to 
draw  Mr.  EllicotI  from  the  Natchez,  and  recom- 
mended Loftus's  ClifiiL  near  Clarksville,  as  the 
point  of  reuniting;  and  br  way  of  inducement, 
sud  the  geometer,  ami  otner  officers,  to  be  em- 
ployed on  the  boundary  hne,  would  stop  at  Clarkes- 
viUe. 

Oa  the  I5th  of  March,  the  principal  part  of  the 
anillery  was  taken  out  of  the  fort,  and  every  ap- 
pearance made  of  a  speedy  evacuation ;  but  on 
the  22d  they  were  carried  back  to  the  fort,  and 
iramedialely  remounted.  A  similar  movei 
took  place  at  the  klter  end  of  April,  aflei 
arrival  of  Lieutenant  Pope  and  his  inwpa  at  the 
Natchez.    "  The  evacuation  {says  he)  appeared 


busily  engaged  all  nighttaking  back  and  remount- 
ing the  cannon."    Here  he  very  naturally  ex- 
resses  his  surprise :  "  This  kind  oF  conduct  (saya 
e)  appeared  and  still  appears  strange." 
March  23d,  the  Governor  mentions  that  ordera 


had   been  given   by  tiie  General-in-chief  of  the 

Sovince  to  demolish  the  post  at  me  Walnnt 
ills,   because  their  treaty  with   the   indians  re- 


?[uired  it;  but  as  he  (Gayoso)  h&d  since  been  in- 
ormed  of  theii'  unsettled  dispositions,  he  had  sent 
counter  orders  to  prevent  the  fortifications  beil^ 
injured;  suggesting,  at  the  same  time,  that  the 
moving  of  the  stores,  dtc.,  was  suspended  only 
until  the  arrival  of  the  American  troops  to  take 
possession  of  the  post. 

In  this  letter  the  Governor  informs  Mr.  Ellicott 
that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Guillemard  was  far  <n 
his  way  up;  and,  oo  his  arrival,  the  ranning  of 
the  boundary  line  should  begin.  The  Governor 
adds  this  assurance,  "that  there  is  nothing  that 
can   prevent  (he  religious  compliance  with   the 

On  the  Seth  and  29th  of  March,  Oovernor  Oa< 
yoso  issued  two  proclamations,  both  bearing  date 
the  29ih,  taking  new  ground  for  retaining  the  posL 
viz:  until  the  right  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  real 
property  is  ascertained.  The  Governor  is  pleased 
to  say  that  a  negotiation  was  then  carrying  OD 
between  the  Kiog  of  Spain  and  the  United  States 
to  secure  to  the  inhabitants  of  ihe  Natchex  the 
right  to  their  real  property;  that  that  right  could 
not  be  secured  but  by  an  additional  article  to  the 
late  treaty ;  and  that  he  should  keep  possession  of 
the  country  until  that  article  should  be  olficially 
communicated  to  him;  and  until  they  were  sure 
that  the  Indians  would  be  pacific.  This  last  rea- 
son particularly  warrants  my  assertion,  that  the 
OovemoTS  meant  for  an  indennite  period  to  avoid 
an  evacuation  of- the  posta:  for,  while  a  tribe  of 
Indians  existed  in  that  quartet,  the  Ghirernora 
could  not  be  sure  that  tbey  would  be  pacific.  And, 
as  to  their  real  property,  seeing  the  great  body  of 
the  inhabitants  apoear  not  to  desire  the  |«tronage 
of  the  Spanish  Government  to  secure  it,  as  tna 
Oovemmenlof  the  United  States  must  beat  least 
as  anxious  as  that  of  Spain  to  protect  the  inhabi- 
tants in  their  rishts,  when  become  citizens  of  iba 
United  Suies,  1  believe  there  can  be  no  difficnttf 
in  deciding  whether  this  is  a  reason,  or  a  pretence. 
Besides,  the  negotiation  mentioned  by  the  Gov- 
ernor about  the  real  properly  of  the  inhabitanta, 
has  never  existed,  nor  even  been  proposed,  or 
hinted,  either  to  or  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  1  hope,  therefore,  it  will  not  be 
deemed  harsh,  or  unbecoming,  in  a  letter  of  this 
kind,  to  say  that  this  motive  for  suspending  the 
evacuation  of  the  posts — that  a  n^otiation  was 
then  on  foot  to  secure  the  real  property  of  the  in- 
habitants— does  not  merit  the  title  even  of  a  prf 

So  soon  as  the  Governor  discovered  that  his 
proclamations,  instead  of  quieting  the  minds  of 
Its  inhabittmts,  produced  ■  ccmurary  effect,  he  sent 
two  gentlemen  of  the  settlement  to  inform  Hi. 
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EUicoit  ihai  he,  the  QoverDor,  had  received  direc- 
tioDs  honi  the  Baroa  de  Carondelet  to  have  the 
artillery  and  military  stores  ezpediiiouilj'  removed 
from  the  forts,  which  were  to  be  given  up  to  the 
troops  of  the  United  States  I mniea lately  oq  their 
arrival.    As  this  infarmatiou  did  not  remove  sus- 

SjcioDs,  Mr.  Etlicotl  wrote  the  Governor  od  the 
lat  of  March,  staling  divers  circumslaDceB  which 
■tilt  kept  (hose  auipiciona  alive.  The  Ooveinor 
answered,  on  the  same  day,  in  direct  contradic- 
tion to  the  information  given  bv  the  genilemea, 
his  agents,  to  Mr.  EUicolC,  and  confirming  the 
declarations  made  in  his  proclamaiions.  Headded 
also  a  new  motive  for  reiainiiu;  the  posts,  riz: 
that  the  treaty  left  it  doubtful  whether,  when  the 
posts  should  be  evacuated,  the  works  were  to  be 
left  standing,  or  to  be  demolished  ;  concerning 
which  the  GoTeroor  General  found  himself  obliged 
to  coDsnlt  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and  bad  given 
the  Governor  positive  orders  lo  suspend  the  evac- 
uations of  the  poBia  until  the  matter  should  be 
amicably  settled  between  the  two  Governments. 

On  the  1st  of  May  another  motive  is  assigned 
for  retaining  the  posts.  The  Envoy  of  His  Catho- 
lie  Majesty  in  the  United  States  had  informed 
the  Governor  General  of  an  attack  proposed 
againit  the  Spanish  part  of  Illinois  (ihe  upper 
pan  of  Louisiana)  by  the  British  from  Cannda, 
and,  therefore,  tae  posts  at  ihe  Walnut  Hills  and 
the  Natchez  must  be  kepi  for  the  defence  of 
Lower  Louisiana. 

This  last  motive  is  also  offered  as  a  reason  why 
the  running  of  the  boundary  line  is  postponed; 
as  all  their  attention  was  drawn  towards  the  de- 
fence  of  the  province,  against  an  invasion  which, 
as  I  have  already  shown,  was  never  contemplated. 

To  all  these  facts.  I  have  to  add  the  declaration 
of  General  Wilkinson,  in  his  letter  of  June  2d.  to 
the  Secreuiy  of  War:  "  I  have  (says  he)  inform- 
«tion  through  a  confidential  channel,  that  it  was 
determined,  as  early  as  September  last,  not  lo  give 
np  the  posts  on  the  Mississippi."  If  this  informa- 
tion be  correct,  no  oiher  jproof  is  necessary  to 
show,  that  all  the  reasons,  from  time  to  time  sug- 
gented,  for  noi  evacuating  the  posts,  were  mere 
pretences. 

I  have  here  brought  intoooe  view  the  most  mate~ 
rialfactsrelaliaglolhequesti on  between  us,  which 
ara  scattered  throughout  the  reports  made  by  me 
to  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes.  on  the  lOlh 
of  June  and  3d  of  July,  and  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  the  30ih  of  June,  and  the  documents  ae- 
coD^nying  them,  as  they  have  been  published. 
And,  from  this  brief  rtciial,  it  evidently  appears. 
as  1  have  said  in  my  report,  ■'  That  the  Governors 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  on  the  Mississippi,  have 
on  vatious  pretences,  postponed  the  running  of 
tha  boundary  line,  and  the  withdrawing  of  his 
troops  from  the  posts  ihey  occupied  within  the 
territory  of  the  United  States;  and  that,  after 
repeated  overtures,  promises,  and  appearances  of 
commencing  ihe  execution  of  the  treaty  between 
Ihe  two  nations,  in  both  these  respects,  their  con- 
duet  demonstrates  that,  for  an  ind^nite  period, 
they  meant  to  avoid  doing  eilber." 

Ton  controvert  this  conclusion  only  on 


f 'round.  You  say  that  the  treaty  stipulated  mere- 
y  that  the  Spanish  garrisons  should  be  withdrawn, 
not  that  fortifications  which  might  one  day  be 
prejudicial  to  the  King's  subjects  should  be  de- 
livered up:  and  hence  you  infer  that  the  necesii- 
ty^nrged  by  the  two  Governors,  of  delaying  to 
withdraw  the  garrisons  until  this  question  is  de- 
cided between  the  two  Gnvemmenis,  is  not  a  pre 
tenee,  but  a  substantial  reason.  Here  I  must  ob- 
serve, (hat  the  Governors  had  already  demolished 
the  post  at  the  Chickasaw  bluff:  luid  it  appearsin 
the  farcffotag  recital,  that  they  were  going  to  de- 
molish tne  post  at  the  Walnut  Hills ;  and  the  rea- 
son assigned  is,  that  the  treaties  with  the  Indians 
requiretf  the  demolition:  and  the  Governor  Oa- 
yoso  assigns  but  one  motive  for  suspending  ibM 
operation,  that  he  had  been  informed  of  the  unset- 
tled disposition  of  the  Indians;  yet,  afterward, 
this  reason  (that  their  treaties  with  the  ItidiiQs 
required  the  donolition  of  the  poats)  is  loigotteiL 
and  their  destruction,  or  their  deliverv^  with  all 
the  fortifications  and  other  works  standing,  is,  by 
the  Governors,  made  to  depend  entirely  on  the 
issue  of  a  negotiation  between  the  Governmeats 
of  Spain  and  the  United  Slates  !  Can  any  far- 
ther proof  be  wanting  to  justify  me  in  calling 
this  a  pretence  7  But  vou  seem  to  rely  on  thi^ 
your  couatmetion  of  the  treaty,  relative  lo  ihe 
posts :  you  have  urged  it  in  your  letter  to  me  of 
the  24ih  of  June,  and,  therefore,  I  will  consider  it. 

The  second  article  of  ibe  treaty  having  de- 
scribed die  boundaries  between  the  territories  of 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  thus  proceeds,  "And 
it  is  agreed,  that  [f  there  should  m  any  troop), 
garriiioas,  or  settlements  of  either  partv,  in  the 
territory  of  the  other,  according  to  ine  above 
mentioned  boundaries,  they  shall  be  withdrawn 
from  the  said  territories  within  the  term  of  six 
months  after  the  raiiScation  of  this  treaty,  or 
soooer,  if  it  be  possible  ;  and  that  tbey  shalL  be 
permitted  to  take  with  them  all  the  goods  and 
effects  which  they  possess."  But  to  iiutify  your 
retention  of  the  poslSj  you  say  thai  the  deoiarca- 
tion  of  the  boundary  lioe  should  precede  ihe  with- 
drawing of  ihe  garrisons ;  yet  you  suppose  it  pro- 
bable, and  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Govern ora  well 
know,  that  the  Chickasaw  biuff,  the  Walnni  Hills, 
and  the  Natchez,  are  within  the  territory  of  the 
United  Stales. 

Governor  Gayoso  speaks  of  the  boundary  line 
as  being  near  Clarkesville,  a  place  many  miles 
below  the  Natchez ;  and  be  also  knew  the  result 
of  Mr.  El  I  icon's  astronomical  observations  on  the 
spot,  which  asceriained  ihe  Natchez  to  be  abont 
ihirty-niae  miles  north  of  the  south  boundary  of 
the  United  States. 

There  being,  then,  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  with 
respect  to  the  position  of  these  post^  that  they  are 
all  within  the  territory  of  the  United  Stales,  there 
was  no  necessity  previously  to  run  and  mark  the 
boundary  line;  which,  besides,  if  set  about  id 
good  earnest,  it  would  take  at  leasl  a  year  to  ae- 
complish,  through  a  wilderness  of  many  hundred 
miles  in  extent;  end,  therefore,  it  never  could 
have  been  conleniplaied  as  neceastrv,  to  peceds 
the  evaeiHiion  of  the  posts,  whien  was  to  be 
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effected  in  six  months,  or  sooner,  if  possible.  Yet 
ifteen  moDihs  hare  etapsed,  and  yon  siil]  keep 
pouessioD. 

But  yon  suggest  that  it  is  at  least  doubtful, 
wheiher,  by  the  treaty,  it  was  intended  to  leave 
(be  fortifications  standing  when  the  garrison 
ihoold  be  withdrawn.  You  say,  "It  is  not  to  be 
presumed  thai  it  could  ever  liave  been  the  inlen- 
tJMi  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  deliver  up  forli- 
fieations,  which,  besides  that  tbey  bad  cost  bim 
considerable  sums  of  money,  may,  by  the  effect  of 
poliricnt  vicissitudes,  be  one  day  prejudical  to  his 
tobjeets."  I  fed  much  rehjctance  to  ailemjjt  the 
Tcfutation  of  a  constmctioD  so  obviously  erro- 
neous. It  is  probably  the  first  time  that,  to  with- 
draw, or  retire  from  a  place,  has  been  imRgined  lo 
intend  its  destruction.  If.  at  the  formation  of  the 
treaty,  the  demolition  of  the  posts  liad  been  in- 
tended, ft  would  assuredly  hare  been  expressed. 
But,  doubtless,  the  idea  never  occurred,  amil  it 
was  found  convenieni  to  make  it  a  pretence  for 
holding  the  posts.    The  phrases  "  lo  withdraw  a 

Srrison,"  to  evacuate  a  post  or  coaatry,  have  as 
lerminate  a  meaning  as  any  in  the  English  lan- 
guage ;  and  their  meaning  is  asceriaioed  by  fre- 
qaent  use  in  treaties ;  and  to  destroy  a  country, 
or  a  fortified  place,  from  which  it  was  stipulated 
to  "  withdraw"  an  army  or  a  garrison,  would  be 
cneh  an  act  of  barbarism  as  ought  never  lo  take 
place  among  civilized  nations.  One  of  the  latest 
treaties  made  by  the  United  States  (that  with 
Great  Briuin)  has  ihe  same  phrase.  "  His  Majes- 
ty will  'withdraw'  all  his  troops  and  garrisons 
from  all  posts  and  places  withm  the  boundary 
lines  assigned  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Tbis'evBc nation  shall  take  place  on 
«T  before  the  first  day  of  June,  1796."  And  these 
expressions  are  used  m  the  same  treaty  as  equiva- 
lent to  "the  delivery  of  the  said  posts."  The 
British  Treaty  wBs,  in  thb  manner,  accordingly 
carried  into  effect ;  the  British  troops  were  with- 
drawn, and  the  works  left  standing.  The  British 
officers  were  even  careful  not  to  expose  the  works 
to  accidental  destruction ;  for.  as  the  American 
troops  did  not  reach  the  posts  bjthe  first  of  June, 
Mnall  British  gnards  were  left  to  preserve  the 
works  from  injury  notil  the  American  troops  ar- 

By  the  treaty  eoacluded  at  Versailles  the  3d  of 
September,  1783,  between  Great  Briiain  and 
Spain,  it  was  agreed,  "  That  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  should  eaose  East  Florida,  to  oe  evacua- 
ted time  months  after  the  ratification  of  that 
treaty,  or  sooner,  if  it  could  be  done."  The  evac- 
BUion  look  place,  but  no  demolition  of  fortifica- 
tions. 

1b  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  between 
England,  France,  and  Spain,  signed  the  3d  of  No- 
vember, 17SS,  it  was  stipulated,  "  that  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  ratification  of  these  prelimina- 
ries, Prance  should  evacoate  Cleves,  Wesei,  and 
Gnelders,  and  generally  all  the  conati-ies  belong- 
bg  to  t'he  King  of  Prussia."  Were  those  places 
demoliriied,  or  the  country  laid  waste,  when  the 
troops  withdrew  ?  Or  were  there  any  subsequent 
Mgotiatiooc  to  remove  Any  doubts  on  the  subject  7 


But  I  have  dwelt  too  long  on  a  point  which 
really  required  no  elucidation. 

On  this,  as  well  as  on  another  occasion,  you 
have  thought  fit  lo  upbraid  me  with  showing  to 
the  British  Minister  a  degree  of  candor  and  con- 
fidence which  you  insinuate  he  does  not  deserv^ 
and  which  you  seem  to  think  1  have  Withheld 
from  you.  Yet,  sir,  all  the  declarations  made  to 
me  by  ihat  Minister,  verbally,  and  in  writing, 
touching  the  points  in  controversy  between  you 
and  me,  have  been  veriGed.  As  I  have  already 
said,  you  declared  lo  me  that  you  had  just  rea- 
sons for  suspecting  that  an  expedition  was  pre- 
paring  on  the  lakes  by  the  Boglish,  in  order  to 
attack  Upper  Louisiana.  The  British  Mioister, 
in  the  first  instance,  assured  me  that  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  it ;  and  his  subsequeut  inquiries  en- 
abled him  further  to  assure  me.  that  no  such 
expedition  had  been,  or  was  intended  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government.  And  I  have,  in  another  place, 
offered  Other  reasons  which  confirm  the  truth  of 
these  assurances.  Yet  you  tell  me,  that  the  3»- 
sntance  given  me  by  the  British  Minister,  but 
without  any  signature,  did  not  iospire  the  ser- 
vants of  His  Catholic  Majesty  with  the  same< 
blind  confidence  which  it  produced  in  me.  I  shall 
take  no  other  notice  of  this  remark,  than  to  put 
you  right  in  point  of  fact.  The  note  of  the  Brit- 
ish Minister,  containing  the  assurance  to  which 
you  refer,  is  oot  "  withont  a  signature :"  This 
(like  other  official  notes  from  that  Minister,)  boa 
bis  signature — his  name  written  with  his  own  hand 
— at  the  head  of  it. 

You  declared  lo  me  "that  you  knew  to  a  cer- 
tainty that  the  English  had  made  propositions  to 
General  Clarke,  of  Georgia,  in  order  to  avail 
themselves  of  his  inSuence  in  that  State,  together 
with  some  other  persons,  for  making  a  diversion, 
or  serious  attack  against  Florida."  The  British 
Minister  infocmed  me,  that  although  he  knew 
nothing  of  General  Clarke  or  his  expedition  from 
Georgia,  a  proposition  had  oeen  made  to  bim  (the 
British  Minister')  for  an  expedition  against  the 
Floridas;  but  that  he  told  the  projector  that  he 
had  no  power  to  authorize  it ;  and  besides,  that 
there  were,  amoiu;  other  objections  to  the  plan, 
two  of  great  weight — one,  that  the  Indians  were 
to  be  employed,  the  other,  Ihat  it  would  violate 
the  neutral  rights  of  the  United  States.  The 
British  Minister  has  since  shown  me.an  original 
letter  from  Lord  Grenville,  dated  the  8lh  of  last 
April,  in  which  he  informs  Che  Minister  that  if 
there  were  no  other  objections  to  the  plan,  the 
two  mentioned  by  him,  viz :  that  ii  could  not  be 
executed  without  employing  the  Indians,  and 
without  violating  the  rights  oTthe  United  States, 
would  be  sufiScient  to  induce  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  reject  it.  This  proi'es,  sir,  that  Mr,  Lis- 
ton's  declarations  on  this  point,  were  not  "vague 
and  unauthentic,"  as  you  pronounce  them,  hut  in 
strict  conformity  with  truth. 

As  to  General  Clarke,  of  Georgia,  the  Britidi 
Minister  declared  he  had  never  even  heard  of  him ; 
and  the  extract  of  the  letter  from  Mr.  Jackson, 
the  district  attorney  of  Geor^a,  respecting  Gen- 
eral Clarke,  and  any  expedition  forming  there,  in 
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behalf  of  ibe  English  a^inst  the  Flondas,  will 
incliDe  every  candid  inquirer  at  least  to  doubt 
vhether  such  a  project  has  ever  been  proposed  to 
him.  We  shall  afterwards  see  that  Mr.  Blount's 
plot  does  not  appear  to  have  anj  connexion  with 
an  expedition  under  General  Clarke. 

ThuF,  you  He,  sir,  that  I  hmve  not  blindly 
placed  a  confidence  in  (be  British  Minister ;  for 
augbt  that  has  yet  appeared,  he  was  entitled  to 
the  credit  he  has  received. 

I  return  to  your  letter.  You  mention  your 
communications  to  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  re- 
specting the  intended  expedition  from  Canada; 
from  that  moment,  you  say,  imperious  necessity, 
and  the  great  principle  of  self  defence,  made  His 
Catholic  Majesty's  officers  turn  their  thoughts  to 
objects  of  a  more  ur^eot  nature  than  runnins  the 
boundary  line.  And  here  you  introduce  "Mr. 
Blount's  letter,  and  the  late  detected  conspiracy, 
as  evincing  how  far  their  conduct  in  thin  respect 
was  necestary."  It  is  wonderful,  sir,  that  vou 
ahould  attempt  to  make  it  be  believed  that  Mr. 
Blount's  letter  and  the  late  detected  conspi- 
racy had  any  connexion  with  the  expedition 
which  you  suggested  was  preparing  on  the  lakes 
of  Canada,  eeainsi  Upper  Louisiana.  All  that  is 
yet  discovered  of  Mr.  filotint's  project  or  conspi- 
racy, proves  that  it  was  to  hare  been  formed  in 
one  of  the  States  south  of  the  river  Ohio;  and 
that  it  was  destined  against  the  Floridas.  and  per- 
haps Lower  Louisiana.  I  therefore  feel  myself, 
for  thisand  the  other  reasonsbefore  exhibited,  siill 
warranted  in  considering  the  suspected  Canada 
expedition  &mong  the  pretexts  for  delaying  to 
eTBCUHle  the  posts,  and  to  run  the  boundary  line; 
and,  consequently,  that  your  charge,  that  I  have 
in  this  instance  "palpably  attempted  to  maki 
groundless  and  unfair  impressions  on  the  publi( 
mind,"  is  alike  unfounded  and  unbecoming  your 
public  character  to  suggest 

In  your  next  paragraph,  you  thus  address  me 
"  Nor  do  your  ill  founded  insinuations  stop  here , 
sentiments  and  expressions  still  more  violent  flow 
from  that  name  hasty  pen."  This  passage  is 
perfect  correspondence  with  the  general  strain  of 
your  letter.  Whether  your  charge  is  correctly 
made  is  now  to  be  examined. 

I  am  ready  to  confess  that  my  report,  thus  stig- 
matized, was,  from  the  pressure  of  business,  wnt- 
ten  in  haste;  but  a  revision  of  it  satisfies  me,  nev- 
ertheless, that  it  is 
ments. 

You  quote  the  passage  in  my  report  which  has 
called  forth  this  reproach ;  it  is  in  these  words : 
"  That  there  is  hut  loo  much  reason  to  believe 
Mr.  Ellicott's  suspicions  well  founded  ;  that  an 
undue  influence  has  been  exercised  over  the  In- 
diana by  the  officers  of  Mis  Catholic  Majesty^  to 
prepare  them  for  a  rupture  with  the  United 
States."  And  then  you  say,  that  I  mention  the 
tource  of  these  "  dreadful  conjectures,"  to  be  a 

Kivate  letter  from  Mr.  Sa^ent,  Secretary  of  the 
orthweslem  Territory.  Here  you  are  ettrerae- 
1t  iocorrect,  aa  uaual,  when  you  undertake  to  re- 
cite my  conclusions,  and  t!ie  facts  and  circum- 
ataoeea  upon  which  they  are  formed.    It  ia  from 


a  view  of  the  whole  correspondence"  referred  to 
in  my  reports  of  the  lOih  of  June  and  3d  of  i^Jt 
on  the  iotcliigence  received  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  the  private  letter  from  Colonel  Sargent, 
that  I  drew  the  conclusion  you  have  quoted. 

Mr.  Ellicott  formed  his  suspicions  on  the  spot, 
from  what  was  passing  before  him  ;  and  he  is 

It  a  careless  or  undisceming  observer. 

General  Wilkinson  says,  "letters  from  ailquar- 

rs  announce  Ibe  discontents  and  menacing  as- 
pect of  the  savages;  two  white  men  have lieni 
recently  murdereu  on  the  Ohio,  below  the  Cum- 
berland;  and  the  savages  beyond  the  Mississippi, 
and  those  who  pass  Massac,  make  no  hesitation  lo 
avow  their  purpose  for  war."  And  then  he  re- 
fers to  a  letter  from  Colonel  Hamtramck,  who 
commands  the  United  States  troops  at  Detroit,  in 
which  the  Colonel  says:  ''1  am  pretty  sure  that 
both  the  French  and  Spaniards  have  emissaries 
among  the  Indians.  I  have  it  from  indubitable 
authority,  that  a  large  bell  (by  which  ia  meant  a 
speech)  from  the  Spaniards  is  now  travelliag 
inrOugh  the  different  nations ;"  meaning  the  lut- 
tions  within  the  Territories  of  the  United  States. 

Colonel  Sargent  writes,  it  is  true,  a  private  let* 
ler,  but  it  is  to  a  public  officer ;  and  his  situaiiMt 
Hs  Secretary,  and  Governor  for  the  tim&  of  the 
Northwestern  Territory,  would  render  it  his  dulf 
to  be  vigilant  for  its  safety;  and  hia  chaiacin- 
vouches  for  the  accuracy  of  his  information ;  and 
you  do  not  question  the  truth  of  any  part  of  his 
statement. 

After  mentioning  that  the  Spaniards  were  rein- 
forcing their  upper  posts  on  the  Mississippi,  that 
upna^s  of  three  nundred  men  had  arrived  at 
St.  Louis,  and  were  erecting  formidable  works, 
he  adds,  "  it  likewise  appears,  through  variooi 
channels,  that  they  are  inviting  a  great  number 
of  Indians  of  the  Territory  (meaning  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Northwest  of  the  Ohio)  to  cross  the 
Mississippi:  and  for  this  express  purpose,  Mr. 
Loramie,  an  officer  in  the  pay  of  the  Crown,  made 
a  tour  through  all  this  conntiy  last  Fall ;  since 
which  time,  several  Indians  have  been  tent  oatbe 
same  errand,  and  generally  furnished  with  plenty 
of  cash  to  defray  their  expenses."  "  A  large 
party  of  the  Delawares  passed  down  White  river 
about  the  6th  of  May,  on  their  way  to  the  Span- 
ish side,  bearing  the  national  flag  of  Spain,  seat 
them  from  St.  Louis." 

Lieutenant  Pope,  in  his  letter  of  Hay  9,  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  says;  "There  have  been  sev- 
eral attempts  made  to  draw  on  the  Indians  upon 
my  troops.  I  have  fully  ascertained  this  fact,  and 
demanded  of  the  Ghtvernor  to  have  a  principal 
actor  immediately  brought  to  punishment,  or  seal 
out  of  the  country.  He  has  been  sent  for,  and  is 
now  on  board  of  one  of  the  galleys  which  is  now 
about  descending  the  river.'"  And,  sir,  if  you  in- 
quire, you  will  find  that  this  "principal  actor" 
(Rapelje,  by  name)  was  one  of  GoTemor  Gayo- 

These,  sir,  are  the  grounds  on  which  I'exnrev- 
ed  the  opinion,  that  there  was  but. too  much  rea- 
son to  believe  Mr.  Ellicott's  suspicions  well  found- 
ed j  that  the  officers  of  Spain  bad  exercised  an 
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ondue  iDfluence  over  (he  IndUDs,  to  prepsre  them 
for  ■  rapture  with  ibe  Uaited  States. 

This  detail,  »ir,  itrikiogly  shows  how  little  you 
have  DDdPFStood,  and  how  entirely  you  hare  mis- 
represtotcd  mjr  reasoniiigoD  this  subject.    I  leave 

Giu  lo  reconcile  your  refleclions  od  ihe  British 
iniiter  and  bis  ualioD,  for  their  inhumaDily  in 
cmplo^inft  the  Indians  in  the  American  war,  with 
your  jutlificitioD  of  Ihe  SMtDith  cheers  at  this 
time,  in  secoring  the  aid  or  the  Indiaoi  in  your 
war  with  the  Britinb.  "  The  Spaniards,  yon  say, 
have  fortified  SL  Louis,  and  availed  themselves 
of  every  meant  of  defence  which  the  country  af- 
forded;" meaning  by  the  ingenious  expresainn 


of  defence  whichthe  country  afford- 
' ''  i  Indians. 

to  charge  me,  in  your  cus- 


ed,  the  employing  of  the  Indians. 
YoD  are  pleased  next  to  charge 
toraary  style,  with  "  falling  into  Ihe  most  glaring 


iaeODsistency,"  because  I  remark,  that,  although 
"it  may  be  difficult  to  say,  whether  tliis  plan  of 
eiciting  the  Indians  to  direct  hostilities  against 
the  United  States  has  been  c on trm plated  and 
promoted  by  aoy  of  our  own  citizens,  yet  it  is  cer- 
tain, ihat  one  or  more  of  those  citizeni  have  pro- 
posed and  taken  measures  lo  detach  the  Southern 
Indians  from  the  interests  of  the  United  States, 
and  lo  detlroy  the  influence  of  ibe  public  agents 
over  those  nations,  and  ihna  to  defeat  the  great 
objects  of  their  appointmeoi,  the  chief  of  whicb 
is  to  preserve  peace." 

Having  <|UDted  (hii  passage  from  my  report  you 
tik,  "how  IS  it  possible  to  reconcile  such  evident 
contradictions}  On  one  hand,  the  Spanish  offi- 
cers are  those  who  excite  the  Souibem  Indians 
igainst  the  United  States,  and  on  the  other,  you 
i^aicUy  follow  presuming,  with  sufficient  founda- 
tioD.inmyopinion.that  It  may  be  some  citizens  of 
the  llniied  Slates."  Allow  me,  sir,  to  ask  in  my 
turn,  how  it  was  possible  for  you  not  lo  see  that 
here  there  is  no  contradiction  7  Is  it  not  very  poa- 
nUe  that  the  Spanish  officers  might  be  courting 
the  Chickasaw*,  who  live  above  the  Natchez,  with 
large  presents,  and  be  preparing  the  Ghoctaws,  who 
dwell^long  the  Natchez  district,  and  the  Dela- 
wares,  Shawanese,  Miamies,  and  other  tribes  dwel- 
ling in  the  Territory  Norlbwed  of  the  Ohio,  for 
wir  against  the  United  States,  while  Mr.  Blount 
and  bis  igents  were  detaching  the  Southern  tribe* 
of  Cherokees  and  Creeks  from  Ihe  interests  of  ihe 
United  States,  and  eventually  to  aid  the  British 
in  an  enterprise  against  the  Floridai  7  The  Che- 
rokees and  Creeks,  you  might  have  seen,  were  ihe 
oulylndiannaiionsmentianed  in  Governor  Blount's 
tetter.  And  is  it  nol  very  possible,  if  ih^se  two 
nations  should  thus  be  led  lo  war  against  the 
Spanish  possessions,  that  they  might  nofhe  etcited 
to  dirtet  hostilities  against  the  United  States  1 
And  therefore,  that  afihoogh  Mr.  Blonnt  might 
contemplate  the  former,  he  might  abstain  from 
the  latter  7  And  is  not,  then,  my  cautious  man- 
ner of  speaking  of  this  latter  perfectly  correct. 

I  am  happy  to  arrive  at  your  last  observation. 
Aadl  wish  it  was  nol,  like  the  rest,  exceptionable 
«nd  incorrect.  These  are  your  words :  "  Retnecl- 
■Dg  the  last  article  of  your  report,  I  have  only  to 
observe  that,  allhoiigb  you  have  constantly  asMired 


me  that  Qovernmeut  bad  nol  ihe  least  information 
respecting  the  subject  of  my  representations,  and, 
although  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Georgia^ 
appears  to  coincide  with  your  ideas,  nevertheTesa 
time  has  shown  that  I  have  complied  with  mjr 
duly  by  not  reposing  on  su*ch  assurances.  The- 
plot  is  discovered,  and  nobody  any  longer  doubts. 
the  expedition  was  to  have  taken  place." 

The  expression  that  "  you  complied  with  yonr 
duty  in  not  reposing  on  such  assurances"  mar 
mean  that  you  thought  the  assurances  dece^^ 
and,  therefore,  nol  meriting  belief.  Perhaps  yon 
did  not  ioiend  this.  Perhaps  you  meant  mi  more 
than  that  the  Oovernment  bad  been  "remiss"  in 
its  duty  in  not  pursuing,  with  eagerness,  the  inditf 
of  your  various  suspicionn.  But  I  must  showyota 
lhat  here,  as  in  all  other  instances,  your  crimina- 
tions are  void  of  foundaiion  in  either  point  of  view. 

The  last  article  of  Ihe  report  respects  General 
Clarke,  of  Georgia,  of  whom  you  said  "  you  knew 
of  a  certainty  that  the  English  had  made  proposi- 
lions,  in  order  lo  avail  themselves  of  his  iufiuence 
in  thai  Slate,  with  some  oiher  persons,  for  makinff 
a  diversion  or  serious  aiUck  againsi  Florida ;"  and 
you  add  lhat  "you  do  not  doubt  that,  in  coow- 
quence  of  your  informaiion,  the  Executive  Qor- 
emment  will  take  the  proper  steps  that  Georgia 
also  should  not  infringe  the  laws  of  neuinlily." 
Here  you  confine  your  requests  lo  Georgia,  that 
she  might  not  infringe  the  laws  of  neuiramy;  and 
my  letter  to  Charles  Jackson,  £sq.,  the  district  at- 
torney of  [hat  State,  shows  that  the  Qovernment 
look  prompt  measures  to  defeat  the  project  ofQcn- 
eral  Clarke  aoi]  bis  associates,  if  sucn  a  project 
existed.  I  suppose  none  did  exist  You  acknow- 
ledge lhat  the  letter  from  Mr.  Jackson  coincides 
with  my  ideas.  Your  ''c'ertainknowledge"of an 
intended  expedition  in  favor  of  ihe  English  from 
Georgia,  against  Florida,  under  General  Clarke, 

fou  have  never  supported  oy  a  shadow  of  evidence, 
f  you  possessed  any  evidence  of  the  fact,  il  would 
be  easy  to  oroduce  it.  What  yon  call  your  "  cer- 
tain knowledge"  could  rest  only  on  information, 
or  the  leslimony  of  others,  which  might  be  as  false, 
or  as  vague,  and  inconclusive,  as  the  information 
about  the  Canada  expedition,  which  I  hope  I  bare 
proved  to  your  conviction  never  to  have  existed, 
even  in  idea.  Yet  you  declared  to  me  that  you 
had  "jusi  reasons  for  suspecting  that  an  expedition 
was  preparing  on  the  lakes ;"  and,  hence,  how  can 
I  avoid  concluding  that  your  "  certain  knowledge** 
in  one  case,  like  your  "just  reasons"  in  the  other, 
were  without  a  sufficient  foundation  T 

But  you  say  "  the  plot  is  discovered,  and  nobody 
any  loneer  doubts  thai  the  expedition  was  to  hare 
taken  place."  Strange  remark !  Just  the  reverie 
ofil  should  hare  been  made:  for,  although  there 
is  a  dincovery  of  Mr.  Blount's  plot,  its  extent  is  by 
no  means  asceriained ;  and,  far  from  nobody  doubt- 
ing, probably  everybody  doubts  whether  the  pro- 
jecto]  expedition  was  to  hare  taken  place.  It 
was  not  to  be  undertaken  but  in  coninnciion  witb 
a  British  force ;  and,  on  the  proposal  of  the  expe- 
dition to  ibe  British  Government,  it  was  totally 
rejected.  Even  Mr.  Blount,  who,  if  the  project 
was  adopted,  expected  to  be  at  the  head  of  it,  vot- 
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tuKC  DO  farther  thao  lo  s»y  ^^  believed  thai  the 
plen  would  be  aiiempted,  Uit,  if  atteropud,  that  ii 
would  sot  be  till  ihe  "  Fall;"  and,  coDsequeotly, 
your  zeal  in  March  and  April,  for  which,  at  the 
expecKe  of  decency  towards  the  American  Got- 
ernmeoi,  you  take  to  yourself  bo  much  credit,  had 
then  DO  just  object.  This  zeal  of  yours  is  dis- 
played in  the  infortnatioo  you  save  to  the  Baron 
«e  Caroudelet,  in  March  or  April,  of  the  expedition 
aup|>osed  to  be  preparing  in  Canada  against  Upper 
X^uisiana :  yet,  you  would  now  atiempl  to  justify 
this  zeal  by  the  plot  of  Mr.  Blount,  ahhoush  this 
[dot  and  the  Canada  expedition  were  whoUy  dis- 


1  shall  conclude  this  long  letter  with  your  eleven 
oosiiioDi,  which  you  state  with  as  much  serious 
tonaality  as  if  they  were  all  of  them  important, 
And  all  of  them  supported  by  facts  or  just  reason- 
ing ;  but  the  detaik  I  bare  given  demonstrate  that 
these  positions  ate  either  unfouDded,  or  simple 
propositions  of  Dot  the  sinallesL  consequence. 

These  are  your  positions  addressed  to  me  Id 
your  own  words — 

"  Isi.  That,  on  the  S7th  of  February,  I  gave 
you  sufficient  particulars,  respecting  the  intended 
expedilioD,  to  nave  attracted  [he  attention  of  this 
Government." 

Answer.  I  have  offered  reasons  to  prove  that 
you  gave  me  no  particulars,  but  only  meatiooed 


jout  suspicioDS,  and  that  you  promised  to  give 
me  your  representations  in  writing;  for  whicD,of 
course^t  was  proper  for 


"2.  That,  although  to  this  verbal  CMnmunica- 
tion  I  added  another  in  writing  on  the  2d  ofMarch, 
the  President  bad  not  the  least  knowledge  of  it <ni 
tikt  9th  of  the  same  month ;  and  that,  without 
doubt,  you  must  have  liad  very  powerful  motives 
to  prevent  you  from  communicating  it  to  him." 

Answer.  I  bare  accounted  for  the  delay  in  a 
(Btisfaetory  manner.  I  have  ahown  that  1  had 
abundant  reason  to  conclude  your  auspiciotta  to  be 
wholly  unfounded,  and  for  attaching  no  sort  of 
ooDsequence  to  them.  Tht;  event  demonstrates 
that  I  was  right;  and  that,  instead  of  very  power- 
ful motives,  none  were  needed  for  a  delay  of  only 
four  or  five  days,  or  for  a  much  longer  period ; 
mad  that  to  notice  your  naked  suspicions  at  all 
was  not  an  act  of  necessity,  but  of  complaisance. 
J  might,  with  justice,  complain  of  your  delay  to 
answer  my  letter  of  the  16th  of  March,  on  a  sub- 

{'ect  of  very  high  importance  to  the  United  States — 
mean  the  evacuation  of  the  posts.  I  will  not  say 
that  you  were  n^ligent,  or  "remiss;"  but  I  will 
ny  that,  for  a  whole  month,   you  omitted  to 

¥'ve  me  your  short  and  unsatisfactory  answer, 
he  indisposition  wbich  you  assign  as  the  cause 
of  the  delay  did  not  prevent  you  from  writing  on 
other  subjects,  nor  long  from  going  abroad. 

"  3.  That  it  does  not  appear,  by  the  documents 
presented  hj  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  Govern- 
ffient  had  given  orders  to  the  military  command- 
ars  to  cause  the  teiritray  and  neutrality  of  the 
United  States  to  be  respected." 

Answer.  I  have  (howo  that  none  were  necea- 


■Uy  to  be  given, 
''i.  That  you 


That  you  made  to  the  English  Hinirtcr  a 


commitnication  which,  in  my  opinion,  you  oogbt 
not;  and  that,  even  if  you  thought  it  necessary, 
you  delayed  doing  it  for  two  months — that  u, 
from  the  27th  of  February  to  the  28th  of  Ajwil, 
although  it  respected  a  most  urgent  and  import 
1  ant  object." 

Answer.  On  the  26th  of  April  I  informed  yon, 
bv  letter,  that  1  had  communicated  to  the  British 
Minisler  your  suspicions  of  an  expedition  preptf- 
ing  by  the  English  against  Upper  Louisiana;  and 
BE,  for  unwards  ol  two  months,  you  expresaed  oo 
dissatisfaction  on  account  of  ibis  eommunication, 
I  might  well  [Conclude  you  did  not  think  it  im- 
proper: nay,  in  your  letter  of  July  11,  which  lam 
now  answering,  you  refer,  with  apparent  appro- 
bation, to  this  very  communication,  connected 
with  the  declaration  which  accompanied  it  lo  the 
British  Minister,  that  the  President  could  not  eon- 
seni  to  the  march  of  any  troops,  either  Britiahw 
Spanish,  through  the  territory  of  the  United 
States ;  and  you  consider  it  as  a  ''  determinate  dis- 
position" of  the  American  Ooverument  on  this 
point.  I  have  also  shown  that,  admitting  thii 
communication  to  Mr.  Liston  to  be  proper,  1  did 
not  delay  doing  it  for  two  months,  nor  two  weeks, 
although  it  respected  at  best  but  an  imagmarg 
project. 

"5.  That  the  Baron  de  Caiondelet  could  very 
well  have  received  my  letters,  without  its  neces- 
sarily following  that  his  bad  come  to  hand." 

Answer.  I  have  shown  that  you  did  not  onder- 
stand  mr  reasoning  on  this  point ;  which  went  to 
prove  tnat  your  answer  of  die  Hib  of  Apiil  to 
my  letter  of  the  16th  of  March,  about  the  evacu- 
ation of  the  posts,  was  minting  in  candor. 

"  6.  That  the  Baron  did  not  represent  Mr.  E^Ui- 
cott's  not  writing  to  him  officially  as  a  con^'JaiM', 
but  as  an  obtertmiion,  and  that  in  fact  he  never 
has  done  it  on  those  terms." 

Answer.  I  have  shown  that  whether  the  Ba- 
ron's assertion  should  have  been  called  aconpfowt 
or  an  o&wrvadon  is  perfectly  imioaterial;  Imeant 
to  show  it  was  wtfmmded,  and  this  yon  yourself 
adm" 

Mr.  EUicott  respecting  i.._   . 

the  fort  of  Natchez  by  sari»tse  are  purely  ntg- 

Answer.  I  offered  them  only  as  negative  proois. 
Yet  when  complaint  or  assertion  against  Mr.  Bt- 
licott  was  known  and  acknowledged  not  to  be 
true,  the  negative  testimoay  of  gentlemen  likely 
to  be  well  informed,  would  be  deemed  sufficient 
to  bring  another,  and  in  its  nature  very  improta- 
ble,  complaint  or  assertion  of  the  same  person  into 
discredit. 

"  8.  That  it  is  not  merely  jireUncet,  but  v«y 
I  powerful  reasons  which  have  impeded  the  evaea- 
'  tion  of  the  posts,  and  the  running  of  the  bwmdatf 
line." 

Answer.  The  point  of  view  in  which  I  hav« 
now  exhibited  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernors relative  to  the  evacuation  of  the  posts,  and 
the  running  of  the  boundary  line,  I  should  sup- 
pose might  convince  you  that  the  causes  whicb 
they  have  offered  for  ihedelay  are  matprtlemx*: 
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,  »  whom  ycu  have  appeal- 
ed, hare  boeu  convinced  ooly  by  reading  the 
pnted  docnmeats,  witbout  a.aj  connnenis. 

""S.  Thai  the  iouDualioAa  wiih  whicb  you  are 
viUinf  to  persuade  the  American  people  that  our 
vnuag  it  directed  againsi  iheiD,are  unjust  as  well 
as  nnfoBiided,  aa  by  Mr.  Blount's  letter  it  is  clearly 
demonstrated  to  be  a  precaulion  for  the  mere  pur- 
pose of  defence." 

AoEwer.  The  grounds  of  my  sonestions,  which 
jott  call  "  iasiouatloQs,"  are  detailtS  in  this  letter, 
ud  embrace  too  many  fade  and  ctrcumstftnees  to 
be  abiidfed:  peaait  me  to  desire  you  to  revieir 
ihem.  I  shall  only  repeat,  that  nothing  is  more 
certain  thui  that  Mr.  Blount's  letter  has  not  the 
i«aioteHt  reference  to  the  suspected  Canada  expe- 
dition, iirhich  is  your  ooljr  pretence  for  reinforcing 
the  poHs  in  Upper  Louisiana;  for  calling  the  In- 
dians to  your  aid ;  for  holding  the  posts  at  the 
Natchez  and  Walnut  Hills ;  and  for  delaying  to 
ran  ibe  boundary  line. 

~  10.  That  you  eridenity  contradict  yourself, 
vben  on  one  hand  you  are  pleased  to  attribute  to 
■s  the  moTements  of  the  Indians,  and  in  the  very 
neit  tnra^^ph  you  show  it  might  proceed  from 
Ameriemn  citizens,  as  it  actually  does,  according 
to  Mr.  Blount's  letter ;  and  that  he  acted  with  the 
knowledge  and  intelligence  of  the  very  same  Brit- 
ish Minister,  in  whose  prirate  notes,  vritlujut  tig- 
mUure,  and  perhaps  not  of  hi*  own  hand-writing, 
you  place  such  implicit  confidence." 

Answer.  I  have  shown  that  there  is  not  a 
shadow  of  contra  die  (ion  in  my  observations  on 
thb subject;  and  your  assertions  to  the  contrary 
must  proceed  only  from  yopr  not  uuderslandin^ 
them.  You  say  that  Mr.  Blount  acted  in  this 
■etter  'with  the  Knowledge  and  intelligence  of  the 
British  Miniiter.  This  is  not  likely  to  be  true. 
It  is  in  proof,  by  other  eridence  than  the  British 
Minister's  notes,  that  he  did  not  and  could  not 
aothorize  the  projected  expedition  against  the 
Floridaa;  and  particularly  that  oneofnis  strong 
objeeiions  axainsi  it  was,  that  it  contemplated  the 
anploying  of  the  Indians ;  although  he  thought  it 
proper  to  submit  the  project  to  the  cousideration 
aod  decision  of  his  Qovernment  Nobody,  there- 
Ibre,  will  believe  that  he  authorized  Mr.  Blount, 
or  was  even  privy  to  his  measures,  for  preparing 
the  Indians  for  war.  Besides,  Doctor  Romayne, 
who  may  be  presumed  to  be  well  acquainted  with 
Hr.  Blount's  plot,  suggests  that  it  is  not  the  pro- 
ject ofiered  to  Mr.  Lisioa  by  Chisholm.  These 
ne  his  words ;  "  Mr.  Blount  is  loially  unknown  to 
Hr.  Li«toD,  and  »o  are  all  hit  vietM.  And  there 
ii  a  passage  in  Mr.  Blount's  letter  which  connte- 
naneef  the  Doctor's  assertion,  and  indicates  that, 
although  Chisholm  and  Blount  had  some  coci' 
monieations  with  each  other,  yet  that  their  views 
were  not  precisely  the  same.  Mr.  Blount,  in  his 
letter  ta  Carey,  says:  "  Wfaeie  Captain  Chisholm 
i^  I  do  not  know.  I  left  him  in  Philadelphia  in 
Birch,  and  be  frequently  visited  the  Minister  and 
tpoke  upon  the  subject;  hut  I  beJieve  he  will  go 
into  the  Creek  nation,  by  way  of  South  Carolina 
or  Qeonia.  He  gave  out  that  he  waa  going  to 
I     Gaglab^ftut  /<JiS  mf  believe  him."    TtMMlait 


words  aflbrd  a  pretty  strong  proof  that  they  were 
nut  acting  whollv  in  concert.  Probably  M«. 
Blount  endeavored  to  persuade  Chisholm  thai  he 
would  co-operate  in  the  prosecution  of  Aw  scheme ; 
while  at  the  same  time  he  might  have  another  of 
his  owa,  or  ia  concert  with  Doctor  Romayne,  and 
.land  ready,  in  the  event  of  things,  to  make  his 
advantage  of  either — whichever  sliould  ofier  the 
best  prospect  of  success.  Doctor  Romayne,  yiw 
see,  says  that  Ur.  Blount  is  totally  niduiuown  to 
Mr.  Lision.  But  it  is  well  known  that  Mr.  Blotuit 
was  your  iiequeni  guest  and  intimate  companioB, 
and  that  he  was  on  this  intimate  fooling  with  yon 
luring  the  whole  time  that  you  were  repieseat- 
ng  to  the  Government  your  snspicioos  of  British 
upediiiona.  Yet,  after  the  discovery  of  the  cOD- 
jpitaoy  was  made  public,  you  formally  requested 
tne  American  Government  to  punish  him  for  so 
scandalous  a  crime.  But  seeing  Mr.  Blount  was 
a  citizen  of  the  United  Stales,  and  not  a  subject 
of  Spain,  it  would  have  been  decent  in  you  10 
luve  lefl  him  with  his  own  Government  without 
interposing  your  advice.  But  especially  whetL 
you  knew  that  the  President  had  laid  his  letter 
before  Congiem,  and  the  two  Bouses  were  delib- 
erating on  the  modes  of  piuishing  him ;  when 
the  investigation  had  proceeded  so  far  thata  com- 
mittee of  the  Serkate  had  reported  a  resolution  to 
ex'pel  Mr.  Blount  from  the  Senate,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  had  reported  a  resololion  that 
he  should  be  impeached  for  high  crimes  and  mia- 
dMneanorc :  for  you  then  to  interfere  was  singu- 
larly intproper ;  and  it  was  such  an  osteniatiotis 
display  of  zeal  as,  under  all  the  known  ciicnv 
stances,  suggests  more  than  one  ioterprelatioo. 

"11.  That  although,  in  alt  your  official  commu- 
nications, you  have  always  mauilesled  to  me  that 
the  American  Government  knew  of  nothing  which 
indicated  any  foundattoa  for  my  suspicians,  Hr. 
Blount's  letter  clearly  proves  that  I  was  periMtljr 
in  the  right." 

Answer.  This  remark  is  perfectly  inconsequen- 
tial: for  your  communications  exhibited  yoursus- 
picioas  of  projected  expeditions  only  from  Can- 
ada and  Qe^orgia ;  and  1  have  shown  that  Mr. 
Blount's  letter  had  no  relation  to  either. 

I  thought  1  bad  reached  the  end  of  your  crimi- 
nations: bat  in  your  concluding  parigraph  yott 
accitse  me  of  an  ''  unjust  partiality ;"  meaning,  no 
iouht,  towards  the  British  Minister  and  his  na- 
tion. The  details  I  have  given  in  this  teita,  I 
tiust  will  abundantly  prove  that  this  charge  is  as 
unfounded  as  it  is  indecent.  Those  details  verify 
the  r^reoeniations  of  the  conduct  of  certain  Span- 
ish officers  which  are  given  in  my  report  of  the 
3d  of  July  to  the  President.  If  the  truth  has  ax- 
cited  any  uai^easBUt  aeasBtioos.  those  only  art  to 
blame  whose  injurious  acts  ohliffed  me  plainly  to 
declare  it.  instead  of  this  task,  I  should  hare 
been  happy  to  execute  the  grateful  offioe  of  stating 
to  the  President  the  good  faith  and  amicable 
manner  in  which  the  t^ceis  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty had  executed  the  Treaty  of  Friendsh^ 
Limits,  and  Navigation,  between  out  two  natioaa. 

You  think,  also,  that  my  report  to  the  Pteii- 
dent  ia  iMt  calculated  to  ttnugihen  the  bonda  of 
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'friendship  which  unite  Spain  and  America. 
Friendship,  air.  cannoi  subsist  witboui  mutu&l 
confidence ;  and  confidence  spring  froni  sincerity. 
But  the  proceedinesof  the  Spanish  officers,  which 
ue  the  subject  of  this  correspondence,  have  shaken 
the  confidence  of  the  Qorernment  and  of  ihe  cit- 
izens of  (he  United  Slates;  and  mjr  report  to  the 
President  only  exhibiis  a  summary  of  those  pro- 
ceeding; or.  rather,  the  plain  and  obvious  conclu' 
sioDS  from  the  autbebtic  facts  and  circumstances 
detailed  in  the  documents,  then  and  before  pre- 
sented to  bis  view.  And  I  dare  venture  to  say, 
that  every  independent  American  has  from  the 
same  premises  drawn  the  same  conclusions. 

Nothing,  sir,  will  ^ive  trner  satisfaction  to  the 
Qavernmcnt  and  citizens  of  the  United  States 
than  to  see  such  a  cbauge  in  the  proceeding:!  of 
the  Spanish  officers  as  will  restore  confidence. 
The  cpange  would  be  easy  and  the  efiect  certain. 
Let  them  withdraw  their  troops  and  garrisons 
from  the  territories  of  the  United  States.  Let 
them  commence  and  prosecute  the  tunning  of  the 
boundary  line.  Let  them  ceaie  to  stop,  control, 
or  regulate  the  passage  of  our  citizens  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi, seeing  these  have  a  right  to  navigate  it 
with  perfect  freedom.  And  let  theni  cease  to  send 
agents  or  emissaries  among  the  Indians  residing 
within  the  territories  of  the  United  States.  Wbeu 
they  shall  do  these  things,  (end  tbe  good  faith'  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty  pled^d  in  the  treaty  ren- 
ders their  doing  them  an  indispensable  duty.)  then 
we  iball  forget  what  is  past ;  our  confidence  will 
return  ;  and  with  it  that  beneficial  intercourse 
and  those  friendly  acts  by  which  neighbors  may 
promote  each  other's  interests,  welfare,  and  hap- 
piness. And  for  such  a  stale  of  things,  whatever 
you  may  have  imagined  to  tbe  contrary,  no  one 
more  ardeolly  wishes,  and,  on  its  arrival,  no  one 
will  more  seriously  rejoice  than  your  obedient 
serrant, 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

No.  li. 
Nbw  Tohr,  Ai^fut  19,  1797. 
Sib:  The  day  before  yesterday,  the  17th,  your 
letter  of  the  B(h  instant  was  received  at  my  bouse 
at  Philadelphia,  and  yesterday,  the  ISlh,  it  came 
to  my  bands  at  this  city.  I  avail  myself  of  tbe 
first  opportunity,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this 
yonr  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  11th  of  July  last, 
and  as  the  examination  of  its  contents  would  lead 
US  to  an  endless  discussion,  I  confine  myself  to 
mention  to  you,  that  when  I  bad  the  honor  of  giv- 
ing you  the  first  notice  relative  to  the  projected 


in  your  cabinet;  that  two  days  after  I 
■peak  to  you  on  another  subject  and  having  there 
met  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  McHenry,  I  em- 
braced the  opportunity  of  speaking  anew  concern- 
ing it:  and  u  then  I  spoke  m  general  terms,  it  was 
drntbtless  to  avoid  the  repetition  of  what  I  had 
communicated  so  shortly  before.  As  it  appears 
thai  yon  have  forgotten  this  circumstance,  it  is 
not  extraordinary  that  it  should  have  escaped 


your  memory  in  like  manner  with  all  the  particn- 
lars  of  my  first  conference,  mentioned  in  my  above 
cited  letter. 

I  offer  myself  to  your  disposition,  and  hope  that 
Ood  will  preserve  you  many  years.  Your  most 
obedient  serraot, 

CARLOS  M.  DE  YRUJO. 

TiMOTBT  Picker  I  HO,  Esq., 


No.  15. 
PHiLAnELPBiA,  October  9, 1797. 

Sir:  When  tbe  King  my  master  appointed  me 
his  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  the  United  Stales  of 
America,  immediately  after  having  made  with 
them  a  treaty  the  most  liberal  ana  generous,*  I 
Battered  myself  thai  the  principal  exercise  of  my 
functions  would  be  to  give  and  receive  repeated 
proofs  of  tbe  union  and  friendship  so  intimate  by 
the  bands  of  that  treaty.  Instead  of  those  fialter- 
ing  expectations,  judge  of  my  feelings  on  seeing 
them  entirely  vanished,  and  nnding  in  that  con- 
vention, which  I  trusted  would  forever  have  unit- 
ed us,  the  origin  of  disagreement  and  conteniion, 
unfortunately  too  wf  II  founded  on  our  part. 

I  have  before  made  known  to  you  the  just  mo- 
tives which  determined  the  Spanish  comnuod- 
ants  of  Louisiana  to  suspend  in  part  the  cmireex- 
ecntlon  of  the  treaty,  as  no  injury  to  the  United 
States  would  accrue  from  a  short  delaj^ ;  and  il 
might  occasion  great  injury  to  the  security  of  the 
possessions  of  the  King  to  abandon  certain  posts, 
which,  under  present  circumstances,  would  lesTe 
Louisiana  open  to  the  attacks  of  the  English,  and 
exposed  to  the  eflecls  of  the  evil  intention  of  some 
citizens  of  tbe  United  States.  I  hare  also  here- 
tofore shown  to  you  that  the  American  agents  at 
the  Natchez,  far  from  contributing  to  preserve 
that  union  and  harmony  which  is  so  suitable  to 
the  two  nations,  conducted  themselves  in  a  msn- 
ner  highly  imprudent ;  and  even  that  I  hid  tea- 
son  to  believe  that  they  intended  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  the  fort  by  surprise.  The  last  advices 
which  I  have  received  from  those  patts,aDd  ihe 
documents  I  herewith  transmit  to  you,  appeu 
10  me  to  prove  it  in  such  manner,  that  I  can- 
not but  consider  (hose  sospieions  as  being  very 
well  founded. 

For  some  time  past  the  conduct,  in  this  respect, 
of  the  commandant  of  the  American  troops,  Mr. 
Piercy  Smith  Pope,  and  at  first  of  Mr.  Andrew  EI- 
licott,  has  been  irregular,  provoking,  and,  in  some 
degree,  hostile.  The  commandant,  Don  Manuel 
Gayoao,  had  positive  advice  that,  in  the  camp  of 
said  Pope,  a  great  number  of  ladders  were  mak- 
ing, and  that  arms  (armas  hlancas)  were  prepai- 

*  Although  yon  only  eharacteriie  ss  jusf  the  ilipa- 
Utions  of  the  treaty  with  Spun,  I  wiU  take  t|)e  libu^ 
of  obserTing,  that,  abatnctedlj  from  the  points  whicn 
r  touched  in  my  letter  of  the  6th  May,  the  8p«aiih 
•overeignty  over  the  Natcbfs  being  in  right  of  MnqaoC 
■t  Ihe  period  of  the  peace  oflTSS,  If  the  Vnited  Stsia 
obtatitM  this  pflssfssion  bj  a  volontuy  oonjenlion, 
ihey  owe  it  only  to  thegawnMsfy  of  Spain, 
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JDg  erincing  bf  theai  prepantJODs  their  detemii- 
uUoa  to  awftnlt  the  fort.  The  firmnevs  and 
TigiUnee  of  the  QoTerDor,  Don  MaDUel  Gajroio, 
appears  to  hare  induced  them  to  aiter  iheir  iuien- 
lioDi,  ind  being  well  persuaded  [hat  the  foris  of 
Nogaie*  and  the  Natchez  could  not  be  takeo,  either 
t^  force  or  (Urprise  they  availed  themselTes  of 
aame  profligate  people  to  foment  an  insurrection, 
which  it  appears  was  to  have  taken  effect  on  the 
12th  of  Jane,  and  which  the  prudence  and  pre- 
ponderance of  the  wealtliy  inhabitants  were  alone 
capable  effeeiually  to  atop. 

The  official  letters  of  Mr.  Piercy  Smith  Pope 
■Dd  Mr.  Andrew  EIHcMi,  nambered  3  and  4,  and 
the  documents  5  and  6  eridently  show  the  part 
which  both  of  ibem  took  in  that  popular  commo- 
tion, however  they  mavpreteod  to  deny  it;  since, 
uauredly,  nothiDs;  of  tnia  kind  would  have  hap- 
pened if  they  baa  not  auumed,  without  any  au- 
thority whatever,  to  treat  of  and  determine  some 
pioinU  and  discnssioDs  of  a  polilicai  nature,  for- 
eiga  lo  ibeir  commission,  with  a  publicity  and 
arrogance  calculated  to  compromit  the  two  Pow- 
ers, explainittg  thenuelves  without  candor,  and 
with  intent  to  lead  astray  the  populace  on  the 
principal  point  of  the  difficulty  which  had  occK' 
tioaed  a  wish  on  both  sides  for  an  explanation  ol 
the  doubts  which  arose  respecting  the  treaty. 

If  ibeir  conduct  has  been  provoking  and  lusidt- 
ing,  their  language  towards  ihe  Bpauith  Govern. 
meat  has  not  been  less  so.  Mr.  Andrew  Ellicott 
in  his  letter  of  the  13th  of  June,  to  Don  Manuel 
GayosD,  says :  "  To  embrace  the  means  which  will 
finally  assure  to  them  Iheir  happiuesa,  cannot  be 
cenmred  ;"  (alluding  to  the  change  of  the  people 
of  the  Naicha  from  the  dominion  of  the  King  my 
masteriothat  of  the  United  States  ;1  cbia  iaclearly 
an  indirect  attack  upon  the  Spauiin  Government, 
as  unjust  as  improper  on  the  part  of  an  agent  of  a 
trieodly  nation. 

The  document  number  5,  signed  by  Mr.  Elli- 
cott and  Pierey  Smith  Pope,  dated  ibe  13th  Jane, 
eriJences,  by  tbe  meaner  in  which  it  is  written, 
Ibeir  intentions  to  deceive  the  public.  At  that 
time,  and  even  since,  tbey  neither  bad,  nor  coald 
have,  just  ground  for  officially  speaking  of  an  ap- 

Ccaing  ruptnre  between  tbe  United  States  and 
,  in;  yet  vou  will  see,  tb«l  they  speak  of  it  as 
a  thing  at  hand,  and  almost  iueviiahle,  relying 
inly  on  the  preparations  for  self-defence  made  ' 


fered  in  polii 


particularly  the  document  number 
doubt  that  these  agenU  hat 
cftl  miters  utterly  foreign  lo  their 
engaging  themselves  to  co-operate  with  the  com- 
miiiee  appointed  to  obtain  the  due  execution  of 
justice,  and  approving  of  the  propositions  pre- 
sented to  Governor  Gayoso. 

The  repeated  declarations  you  have  made  to  me, 
that  the  intention  and  desire  of  the  United  States 
are  to  preserve  peace  and  a  good  understanding 
with  Bp«in,  leave  me  no  room  to  doubt  that  the 
■candaloua  and  iusultiiif  coodnei  of  Mr.  BUicott 


at  first,  and  finally  of  Captain  Piercy  Smith  Pope, 
is  purely  arbitrary,  without  any  other  guide  than 
their  passions  and  individnal  interests  ;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  I  can  do  no  less  than  to  apply  to 
you,  in  the  name  of  the  King  my  master,  in  order 
that,  for  such  repeated  insults,  there  mxy  be  given 
to  us  due  satixfaction,  as  necessary  to  Spain  aa 
becoming  for  tbe  United  States.  God  preserve 
you  many  yeara.    Your  most  obedient  and  humble 

'*"""'  CARLOS  M,  DE  YRUJO. 

TiMOTHT  PlCKEBlNO,  EsQ., 

Secretary  of  Stafc. 
The  documents  referred  to  in  the  preceding  let- 
No.  1.  Governor  Gsyoso's  letter  of  Juno  13,  to 
Mr.  Ellicott.  This  is  the  same  with  the  docn- 
ent  No.  3,  before  inserted.  See  page  3198. 
No.  2,  A.  Oovernor  Gayoso's  letter  to  Lieuten- 
ant P.  Pope,  of  June  13. 

No.  3,  A.  Lieutenant  Pope's  answerof  the  s«ra« 
date. 

No.  4.  Mr.  Ellicolt's  answer  to  Governor  Gay- 
oso, of  June  13.  This  is  the  same  as  the  do«n- 
ment  No.  3,  before  inserted.    See  page  3193. 

No.  5,  A.  Advice  from  Mr.  Ellicott  and  Lien- 
tenant  Pope,  to  ihe  people,  to  remain  quiet. 

No.  6.  Their  approbation  of  the  articles  of  pa- 
eificHtion  between  Governor  Gayoso  and  the  m- 
habiunls.  This  is  tbe  aame  as  the  preceding  docu- 
ment No.  7.    See  page  3197. 

No.  2— A. 
Goreinor  Oajon  to  Captain  Fope. 

Natchb*,  Jvne  13, 1797. 

Sib  :  From  repeated  information  of  which  1  am 
posaeased,  it  appears  certain  (and  the  conduct  of 
some  ofifieinbabiUntsofthis  Government  equally 
manifest  it)  that  a  number  of  the  subjects  of  Mia 
Majesty  meditate  and  intend  to  rise  and  hosiilely 
attack  the  fort,  unmindful  of  the  oath  of  fidelity 
which  thev  have  taken,  and  of  the  beiiign  protec- 
tion wbicn  the  Government  bas  dispensed  (o 
them  for  many  years,  and  declaring  themselves, 
as  it  is  said,  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  It  is  also  further  asserted,  that  they  do 
it  by  your  instigation,  and  that  they  have  in  their 
possession  a  paper  in  which  you  give  authority  (o 
them  in  their  rebellious  designs,  and  by  which 
you  promise  them  your  protection,  and  to  fumish 
them  the  means  of  putting  them  into  execution.^ 

I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  you  would  act  ia 
so  unlawful  a  manner  as  to  be  ihe  promoter  and 
on  active  party  io  an  insurrection  which  will  in- 
evitably tetrainate  in  a  rupmre  between  the  (wo 
nations,  and  tbe  total  ruin  of  this  district  and  its 
inhabitants:  wherefore.  I  pray  you  to  inform  ma 
positively  whether  such  is,  or  la  not,  your  inten- 
tion, io  order  that  I  may  notify  it  to  the  Com- 
mandant General  of  this  province,  that  it  mny  be 
communicated  to  His  Majesty.  And  if  you  per- 
sist in  the  same  opinion,  from  this  moment  1  pro- 
test solemnly,  in  toe  name  of  my  said  Command- 
ant General,  against  a  conduct  so  inegolar,  mak- 
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r£ich  m*j  now 

1  repeat  the  requeit  to  you  la  give  me  a  caie- 

goricalxnswer  on  this  subject,aDd  I  hftTC  the  honor 

to  be,  with  coDGideratioD,  sir,  your  most  obedient 

MANUEL  QAYOSO  DE  LBMOS. 


No.  3-A. 
IdaoUdMit  P<^  to  Obtohoi  G^oso. 
CUIP  AT  TBB  NatCBEZ, 

June  13, 1797. 

Six  :  I  ha*e  reoeired  four  letter  or  this  date,  in 
answer  to  whieb  1  must  avail  myself  of  anterior 
occurrences.  Did  yon  not,  sbortly  after  my  arri- 
Tal  here,  positively  give  it  to  be  understood  ibat 
you  iniended  to  evacuate  (bis  post,  as  being  within 
the  territory  of  ibe  United  States  1  Id  attending 
to  your  first  correspondence,  I  presame  yon  can- 
not impale  to  me  the  chaise  of  mconsisteocy  and 
impropriety.  If  ycur  OoverDmeat  feels  the  ne- 
eeMity  of  breaking  its  engmgements,  and  if,  on 
this  very  account,  the  peofJe  become  irritated 
against  it,  as  I  have  not  been  the  first  promoter 
of  the  deceit,  so  I  am  as  little  responsible  for  tbe 
event.  I  consider  myself  as  tbe  person  appointed 
-by  my  Government  to  take  possession  of  tne  post 
ofthe  Natcbex:  you  admitted  it  in  the  beginnine, 
and  I,  coiksequently,  have  a  right  ^°  snstain  it. 
It  is  not  surprising  that  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  Lave  chosen  me  to  defend  their  right.  Af- 
ter reflecting  maturely  on  every  part  of  uie  ques- 
tion, it  is  surprising  that  yon  should  yet  consider 
the  people  of  the  Natchez  as  subjects  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty.  But  you  appear  to  me  to  re- 
quest that  I  should  give  you  positive  answers  to 
{general  questions. 

Have  you  endeatored  to  instigate  the  fveople  of 
this  country  to  act  hostilely  against  the  interests 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty  1  Have  you  stirred  up 
the  people  to  take  the  fort  1  or,  bare  you  moved 
or  incited  them  to  other  hostile  objects  1 

To  each  of  these  questions  I  answer  positively, 
tto ;  hai  as  eommandaat  of  the  troops  of  theUaited 
■States  at  the  lower  posts,  I  must  assure  you,  that 
the  landing  of  any  troops,  or  the  repairing  of  tbe 
fortifications  of  tbe  territory  in  question,  will  be 
considered  as  an  attack  upon  the  dignity  and  the 
fconor  of  my  country,  and  !  shall  conceive  myself 
kxind  by  aoiy  to  act  conformably  to  my  present 
•emiments.  I  caoDof,  nevertheless,  as  far  as  re- 
spects myself,  omit  informing  you,  that  any  agree- 
ment upon  just  principles  will  meet  my  appro- 
Wtion. 

PIERCY  SMITH  POPE. 
Cnm'dtif  U.S.  troop*  m  the  Mitt. 

Senor  Don  H.  Oayobo  De  Lehos. 

No.  5— A. 
0«pT  of  ■  paper  which  was  drcnlated. 

Natcuez,  June  13,  1797. 
We,  the  subscribers,  have  no  knowledge  of  o 
country  being  now  at  war ;  but  from  the  hostile 


Geparations  which  the  officers  of  His  C8th<dic 
ajesly  are  making  in  these  parts,  we  are  in- 
duced to  believe  that  war  is  not  very  distant,  and 
until  the  commencement  of  hostilities  against  (be 
United  States,  those  who  consider  themselves 
citizens  thereof  will  respect  all  desoriptions  of  per- 
•ons  and  things. 

ANDREW  BLLICOTT, 

CoRMnMRoner  ^  the  U.  S. 
PIERCY  SMITH  POPB, 
Ctnu'dltfU.  S.  troept  am  lite  Miam. 

No.  16. 

Ths  Cheralier  d*  Tmjo  to  the  Seeretu;  of  Stale. 
FBiLAnBLPBiA,  Nov.  21,  1797- 

Sib;  Although  the  answer  which  ycxi  gave  to 
the  letter  I  had  the  honor  of  wrilinf  to  you  on  the 
6th  of  Hay  last,  excited  in  me  all  the  observations 
which  I  shall  now  present  to  yon  in  this,  wishing, 
upon  the  wh(de.  that  the  interests  of  America 
would  induce  its  Administration  to  adopt  the 
conciliatory  mode  which  1  proposed  to  yoo,  ibat 
of  giving  to  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  go- 
ing to  Paris  the  necessary  instructions  for  adjust- 
ing the  differences  with  Spain,  I  at  that  time  ab- 
stained from  entering  into  a  reply;  which,  al- 
though well  founded,  might  not.perfaape,  contri- 
bute so  much  to  the  good  intelligenre  betvreen 
Spain  and  the  United  States  as  the  idea  whicb  I 
then  sagirested  to  you,  and  have  just  now  naen- 
tioued.  The  lively  desire  which  I  have  had,  and 
still  have,  not  to  see  Interrupted  the  harmony  be- 
tween these  two  nations,  has  caused  me  to  vieiv 
with  regret,  after  several  weeks  sileace,  yowr  dis- 
appointment in  supposing  that  the  reasons  apon 
which  your  answer  b  founded  were  safficient  lo 
convince  His  Catholic  Majesty  of  the  impar- 
tiality and  good  faith  of  the  United  States  on  ibis 
point.  My  suspicions  have  been  verified,  and 
your  expectations  are  entirely  fhiMrated  by  the 
late  order  that  I  have  just  received  from  the  King- 
my  master. 

His  Catholic  Majesty  has  not  observed  in  the 
said  imswer  from  you,  any  reason  to  induce  him 
to  change  his  opinion  concerning  the  injuries  t^. 
suiting  to  his  snojects  from  the  stipulations  of  the 
Engli^  Treaty,  compared  with  those  of  the 
Treaty  with  Spain,  as  well  on  the  subject  of  the 
articles  of  coninUMnd,  as  on  the  principle  adopt- 
ed in  oars,  "  that  free  ships  shonld  make  tree 
goods,"  &e. 

But  what  has  most  astonished  His  Majesty,  and 
confirmed  him  in  the  justice  of  bis  pretensions,  is 
what  yon  have  said  m  your  answer  with  reganl 
to  the  navigatiMi  of  the  Mississippi.  I  am  or- 
dered, therefore,  on  a  review,  of  the  whole,  to 
make  to  this  Qovernment,  through  you,  the  feU- 
towing  obaervations : 

When  the  Secretary  of  State.  Mr.  JefieraoB, 
on  the  15ih  of  May,  1793,  wrote  to  Mr.  Teraant, 
then  the  Minister  PlenipoteBtiary  of  France,  re- 
claiming the  English  ship  Orange,  captured  at 
the  month  of -the  riw  Delaware  (ty  the  frigate 
L' Ambuscade,  belonging  to  tbe  RepuUie,  he  ac- 
companied his  letter  wi&  the  opiiuoB  of  Mr.  Rail- 
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Mpfa.  Attonier  Omeral  of  the  Uoitrd  States  ia 
wliicb  Ihe  right  of  recUmmtion  was,  among;  otner 
raasoni,  founded  on  the  foUawiog : 

"That  the  whole  of  its  desceoi  to  the  Atlantic 
ocean  is  covered  on  each  side  bj  the  lerritorf  of 
the  United  States :  that  from  tidewater  to  the 
diMaoce  of  about  sixty  miles  from  the  AttaDiic 
OMan,  it  is  called  the  riTer  Delaware. 

'  That  its  iDooth  is  fonned  by  the  cape*  Hea- 
lopeii  and  Maf ;  the  fottner  belon^n^  to  the 
Slate  of  Delaware  in  property  and  jnnsdiclioti  j 
ibe  taltcr  to  the  State  of  New  Jerser. 

"  That  the  Delaware  do«a  not  lead  from  the 
Ma  to  the  dominioaa  of  any  foreign  naticm. 

''The  corner  stone  of  our  claim  i^  tbat  the 
United  States  are  proprietors  of  Ihe  lands  on  both 
tidn  of  the  Delaware,  from  its  bead  to  it»  miranee 

"A  liver.  eoDsidered  merely  as  such.i)  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Deoj^  through  whose  linds  its  flows, 
orof  him  under  whose  Jiuisdiciion  that  people  is." 
Gm.  b.  2,  c.  2,  $  Ig. 

'Rivers  might  be  held  in  property,  though 
Beiihei  where  they  rise,  nor  where  they  discharge 
ihemselves,  be  within  our  territory,  but  tbey  join 
botb,  or  the  sea.  It  is  sufficient  for  us  that  the 
Uigft  Dart  of  wnler,  that  is,  the  sides,  is  shut  up 
in  Doi  banks,  and  that  the  river,  in  respect  of  our 
land,  is  iti>elf  small  and  insignificant."  Grot.  b. 
^  c.  3,  }  T.  And  Barbegroe*  in  his  note  subjuioa 
that  oeilher  of  those  is  necessary. 

'^  River*  may  be  the  property  of  whole  States." 
Pnf.  b.  2,  e.  3,  j  4.  "  To  render  a  thing  capable 
of  being  appropriated,  it  is  not  strictly  necessotjr 
that  we  should  enclose,  or  be  able  to  enclose  it 
within  artificial  bonnds,  or  such  as  are  diSerent 
from  its  own  substance ;  it  is  su&cient  if  the  eom- 
fasi  and  extent  of  it  c»n  be  any  way  detntnined. 
And,  therefore.  Grotau  hath  given  himself  a  need- 
less trouble  when,to  prove  rivers  capable  of  proper- 
ty, be  Qseth  this  aqfument,  that  altnough  they  are 
Manded  by  the  laud  at  neither  endj  Irat  united  to 
tlie  other  rivers  or  the  sea,  yet  it  is  enoueb  that 
tbe  greater  part  of  them,  that  is,  their  sides,  are 
tBclojed."    Puf.  h.  4,  0.  5,  }  3. 

"  When  a  oaiioQ  uses  possessiwi  of  a  coantry, 
in  order  to  settle  there,  it  possesat 
dnded  in  iL  as  lands,  lakes,  and 
b.  1,  c.  32, }  266. 

'' Congress,  too,  have  acted  OD  these  ideas,  when, 
in  their  collection  of  laws,  they  ascribe  to  a  State 
ibe  rivari  wholly  within  tW  State, 

"  The  gelfs  and  channels,  or  anns  of  the  sea, 
tre,  sccording  to  the  regular  course,  supposed  to 
belong  to  the  people  with  whose  Isnda  they  are 
eDcampexsed."    ftj/f.  b.  1  c.  5,  J  S. 

"Theae  remarks  may  be  enforoed  by  asking, 
Whii  nation  can  be  injured  in  its  rights  by  iIm 
Delawire  being  appropriated  to  the  United  States? 
And  to  what  degree  UMiy  not  the  United  States 
be  injured  on  the  contrary  ground  1  It  conimu- 
oieaies  with  no  foreign  dominion." 

What  a  mullimde  of  consequences  may  be 
drawn  from  the  application  of  these  principles, 


erything  lo- 
rs.''     Pottd, 


established  by  the  American  Administratioa  foor 

Sara  ago,  with  regard  to  the  navication  of  the 
ississippi !  The  powerful  arms  held  therein  by; 
Spain  for  obstructing  this  navigaiioa,  ber  not 
having  made  use  of  them,  and  her  having  tnsbled 
in  a  manner  so  explicit  and  positive  that  the  citi- 
zens of  Ihe  United  States  alone  should  have  i, 
right  to  the  advantages  of  this  river,  are^a  con- 
vmcing  and  incontestable  proof  of  the  good  faith 
and  u]N-ight  intentions  of  Spain.  But  the  privi- 
lege of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  navi- 
Kte  the  said  river  to  the  ocean  not  being  now 
ubled,  let  DS  <fuit  this  point,  in  order  to  Inst 
alone  of  that  which  regards  the  right  acknoi^ 
'  ^dged  to  England  by  the  American  AdminisUft- 

on  for  the  enjoyment  of  its  advanla«e«. 

What  does  Spain  wish  or  desire?  That  the 
American  citizens  alone,  of  all  the  fomgn  n»- 
lions,  should  enjoy  the  privilege  of  this  naviga- 
Ijoo.  What  does  the  American  AdministratiOB, 
wish  or  deure  ?  That  it  should  not  be  the  Ameri- 
can citizens  alone  who  shoold  reap  the  advaur 
lages  of  it  From  this  difference  of  ptetensiona, 
it  would  appear  that  Spain  defends  the  inlcresta 
of  America  more  than  the  Administration  itself. 

You  say  in  your  answ«  to  me  of  the  17th  of 
May,  "  But  1  might  deny  that  the  United  Slate* 
ever  granted  the  right  of  navigating  the  Missis- 
»ppi  to  Great  Britain.  A  recurrence  to  (he  trea- 
ties to  which  you  refer,  will  prove  that  she  pos- 
sessed that  tight  by  the  peace  of  1703 ;  and  that 
she  has  never  formally  relinquished  it."  In  a^ 
other  paragraph  of  the  same  letter  you  add,  "  Bf 
the  definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  concluded  the  3d> 
of  September,  1783,  the  latter  ceded  to  Spain 
East  Florida,  as  also  West  Florida;  but  the  river 
Mississippi,  as  yon  observe,  is  not  even  tnentiotked 
in  the  Treaty.  What  is  the  just  inference  from 
this  circumstance  the  United  Slates  need  not  d«- 
cide.  Doubtless  Qreat  Britain  conceived  it  iift- 
portant  to  hold  a  right  to  toe  navigation  of  it,  and 
all  parties  at  that  time  certainly  supposed  that 
parts  of  her  ternlories  joined  its  Baitem  side, 
and  probably  no  one  can  now  say  they  do  not" 

If  it  be  certain  ibat  the  United  States  never 
have  granted  to  England  the  right  of  aavigating^ 
the  Mississippi  to  the  ocean,  it  is  notwithstandug 
very  evident  that  they  have  acknowledged  it  witk 
every  solemnity,  as,appear«  by  the  treaty  of  1783, 
by  thai  of  commerce,  and  lastly  by  the  explanato- 
ry article,  signed  (w  the  4th  of  May,  179S.  How 
then  eoold  you  say  to  me,  "  What  is  the  just  in- 
ference trom  this  circumstance,  the  United  Staua 
need  not  decide  1"  Have  they  not  decided  as  poa- 
itively,  as  favoraUy  for  England,  byacknowled^ 
ing  the  claim  to  an  unjust  right  ?  Which  of  tM' 
principles  established  by  the  officers  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, in  relation  to  the  Delaware,  in  the 
case  of  the  ship  Orange,  will  amly  to  England  ia 
relation  to  the  Miseissippi?  For  instance,  is  its 
source  in  the  British  domioiona?  Does  it  run 
through  their  provinces  or  discharge  itself  in  their 
poncssions  ?  But  you  say  that  when,  by  the  trea- 
ty of  1783,  England  ceded  to  Spain  East  and  Weat 
Florida,  Mia  did  not  make  mention  of  the  Hiaaia- 
■ippi;  bat  the  Attorney  Oeneial  of  the  United 
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Stales  established  in  the  case  of  the  Orange,  the 
principle  of  Vallel,  that  "  when  a  nation  takes 
possession  ofa  counlry,  in  order  to  settle  there,  it 
possesses  ererything  included  in  it,  as  lands,  lakes, 
tiven ;"  of  course  when  Great  Britain  ceded  East 
■Dd  West  Klorida,  she  likewise  ceded  the  lands, 
Ukes,  and  rirers,  ihe  tight  of  which  she  might 
hare  held  in  the  naid  possessioDs.  By  the  princi- 
ple established  hf  you  thai  she  bad  Dot  expressly 
renouQced  it,  having  made  no  mention  of  tne  rir- 
ers  Apalachicola,  Mobile,  or  Alabama,  and  others, 
the  United  States  might  beiieTC  themselrea  In  like 
manner  authorized  to  recognise  the  navigatioQ  in 
favor  of  England,  because  thef  are  not  mentioned 
in  the  treaty.  France  also  might  claim  the  navi- 
gaiion  of  the  Mississippi,  since  in  the  act  of  ce«- 
sion  to  Spain  of  New  Orleans,  she  did  noi  express- 
ly renounce  the  naTiraiion  of  this  river.  By  this 
same  principle  the  United  Stales  loi^i  suppose 
themselves  authorized  to  recognise  to  France  the 
right  of  navigating  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  The 
case  is  absolutely  similar.  France  does  not  hold 
an  inch  of  land  on  its  borders ;  England  does  not 
posseas  a  thumb's  breadth  on  those  of  the  Missis- 
sippi.  The  river  St.  Lawrence  neither  has  its 
source,  runs  through,  nor  empties  in,  the  posses- 
sions of  France.  The  Mississippi  neither  has  its 
origin,  runs  through,  nor  empiies  in,  the  domin- 
ions of  England.  France  once  had  the  right  of 
navigating  the  rivet  St.  Lawrence,  because  she 
had  possessions  on  its  borders.  England  also  once 
enjojed  the  right  to  the  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, because  she  had  possessions  on  its  margins. 
In  the  cession  of  Canaaa,  no  mention  is  made  of 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  although  it  speaks  of  isl- 
ands. Nor  is  the  Mississippi  named  in  (hecessiin 
of  the  Floridas.  The  case,  then,  is  absolutely  simi- 
lar. If  the  United  States,  although  they  did  not 
grant,  should  acknowledge  to  France  the  right  of 
navigating  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  would  not  Eng- 
land, with  infinite  reason,  consider  herself  as  justly 
offended  ?  Why,  therefore,  when  the  United  States 
acknowle^e  to  England  a  right  as  unjust,  with 
r^ard  to  Spain,  as  prejudicial  to  the  American 
citizens,  should  not  Spain  look  upon  herself  as  of- 
fended and  insulted  ?  I  repeat  the  text  of  Valtel, 
"When  a  nation  takes  possession  of  a  country,  in 
order  to  settle  there,  it  possesses  everything  in- 
cluded in  it^as  lands,  lakes,  rivers." 

Afterwards,  touching  the  sobject  wbelber  the 
possessions  border  on  the  Mississippi,  or  not,  you 
add,  "and  probably  no  one  can  now  say  they  do 
not."  1  can  assure  you  they  do  not.  The  late 
diseoreries  of  McEenzie,  and  the  best  map  that 
Itas  hitherto  been  published  of  North  America,  in 
London,  about  eigbteen  months  a^o,  by  A.  Arrow- 
smithy  evidence  that  the  true  origm  of  the  Mtssis- 
sijtpi  IS  in  the  White  Bear  Lake,  and  that  from  that 
point  its  waters  do  not  touch  any  English  territo- 
ry- If  other  testimony  were  necessary,  I  should 
not  seek  it  abroad.  At  Milford,  In  Connecticut, 
there  now  lives  Mr.  Peter  Pond,  who  has  been  em- 
ployed seventeen  years  in  the  wrviee  of  the  Hud- 
son Bay  Company  ;  has  passed  over  and  examined 
all  those  re^ons;  has  been  at  the  same  origin  of 
Ike  Missinippi,  that  is,  at  White  Bear  Lake,  and  > 


has  formed  a  valuable  map,  which  be  now  pre- 
serves in  manuscript  and  which  confirms  that  [he 
English  have  not  a  foot  of  land  on  the  borders  af 
the  Mississippi. 

Having,  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  complelelf 
confuted  the  most  essential  part  of  the  insvei 
Which  you  gave  to  my  aaid  letter.of  the  6ih  May, 
and  having  proved  lo  demonstration  the  josi  mo- 
tives which  His  Calholic  Majesty  has  for  being 
offended  with  the  explanatory  article  signed  by 
you  and  Mr.  Bond,  on  the  4th  of  May,  1796,  it  only 
remains  for  me  to  ask  you,  in  the  name  oflhc 
King  my  master,  whether  the  United  Sutes  con- 
template, or  DOI,  the  performance  of  the  abort 
mentioned  treaty  in  this  particular? 

1  tender  yon  my  services,  and  hope  that  the 
Lord  may  preserve  you  many  years.  Your  meal 
obedient  servant, 

CARLOS  M.  DE  YRUJO. 

T.  PioKBRitio,  Esq.,  Seereiartf  of  State. 

No.  17. 
[for  the  aukora.] 
To  the  Native  American  ; 

The  punctualily  with  which  I  have  answered 
the  letlers  you  addressed  to  the  Chevalier  de  Ym- 
jo,  and  the  defence  you  have  taken  on  yoursejf.w 
well  of  Mr.  Pickering  as  of  the  interests  of  Greii 
Britain,  authorize  me  in  directing  this  teller  to 
you,  and  imposes  on  you  the  obligation  of  answer 
ing  it.  Previous  lo  my  entering  on  the  priniipal 
object  of  it,  permit  me,  sir,  to  make  a  few  obserra- 

Since  our  correspondence  has  ceased,  the  Kiiie 
of  Qreal  Britain  and  his  Council  have  declared 
that  they  should  not  consider  in  England,  as  kmet- 
ican  citizens,  those  who  have  been  natutalizH 
since  the  acknowledgment  of  our  independence. 
Thb  tyrannical  declaration,  contrary  to  all  tbe 
principles  of  natural  right,  acknowledged  by  ihe 
first  publicists,  which,  as  it  injures  a  greal  onmber 
of  individuals  in  this  country,  and  woiiDds,ai  the 
same  time,  the  sacred  right  of  its  sovereignly,  1 
expected  would  have  excited  in  you,  sir,  that  fe> 
vent  zeal  with  which  you  have  appeared  lodefend 
the  interest  of  the  United  States  in  the  dispute  re- 
specting the  delivery  of  the  posts  and  the  line  of 
di:roarcation  with  the  Spaniards.  From  whence, 
then,  arises  this  silence?  Areyou  ignoraniof  IM 
effects  of  this  determination  which  extends  the 
oppression  of  Great  Briuin  to  the  very  wilds  of 
America  ?  Can  you  be  ignorant  that  the  three- 
fifths  of  that  active  and  valuable  class  of  ciiizens 
which  export  the  produce  of  the  country,  equip 
the  shins  which  carry  the  American  flag  to  the 
extremities  of  the  earth,  and  which  supports  out 
fisheries,  in  the  perfect  confidence  and  secariif  « 
being  protected  by  that  Government  to  whosi 
they  have  sworn  allegiance,  are  thereby  eniimr 
thrown  on  the  mercy  of  England  1  And  do  yoa 
not  foresee  that  its  immediate  consequence  is  sii- 
thorizing  the  British  ships  of  war  hereafter  lo 
seiie  the  crews  of  our  vessels  under  the  appear- 
ance of  a  right  t  Where,  then,  is  this  lesl  °' 
yours,  which  resounded  in  erery  gazette,  when  the 
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subjecl  ID  queaiioo  mu  metely  a  mumenlary 
peDsioo  of  B  part  of  the  treaty  with  Spaia. 
though  this  nalioD  had  the  most  powerful  m 
for  so  daia;  1  What  has  become  of  the  phalanx 
of  sciibblers,  at  whoM  head  you  appeared,  with 
Feano  and  ibe  mjghtv  Porcupise,  to  defend  vig- 
orously the  rights  of  America  1  Surely,  neilhei 
you  nor  my  other  person  whatever  will  pietend  to 
deny,  or  even  eipress  a  doubt,  that  the  above-men- 
ed  decUralion  of  the  British  Monarch  does  uoi 
riolate  them  in  a  most  unjust  and  hostile  manner. 
F:om  whence,  theit,  so  much  noise  and  clamor 
when  treating  of  the  affairs  in  dispute  with  Spain? 
And  from  whence  arises  that  servile  aiience  in  a 
Native  American,  wbep  the  question  is  to  defeod 
Ijjicouniry  against  thetyranny  of  England'?  This 
difleieDce  of  conduct  confirms  my  suapicions  of 
your  being  a  mere  British  hireling,  who  has  as 
samed  a  respectable  title  in  order  tlie  more  easily 
to  deceive  the  good  faith  and  candor  of  your  reaa- 
deii;  but  fortunately  you  have  completely  uu- 
niasked  yourself,  and  ine  public  may  now  jud^i 
the  degree  of  faith  and  confidence  to  be  placed  JlE 
yoor  productions.    But  to  telurii  to  the  afiairs  of 

Id  my  former  letters  I  think  1  evidently  proved 
the  injustice  of  your  attacks  uainst  Spain  and  its 
Miniaten.     I  think  I  have  sufficiently  iihoWD  that 
the  projects  of  Blount,  and  the  intended  ezpedi- 
lioo  of  the  English  against  the  possessions  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  have  justified  the  retention  of 
the  posts,  as  the  most  imminent  danger  might  ha 
■lisen  by  their  delivery.    I  shall  novr  endeavor 
f\fe  fresh  proofs  of  our  Administration's  not  at 
log  towards  Spain  with  that  equity,  justice,  aj 
honor,  which  a  sound  policy  requires,  and  which 
certainly  appertains  to  a  nation   that  calls  itself 
neutral,  and  affects  to  be  strictly  so. 

Erer  since  exterior  commeTce  and  navigation, 
vhichis  its  consequence. "have  influenced  in  polt- 
iki,  mercantile  connexions  have  been  considered 
the  links  which  unite  most  one  nation  with  ano- 
ther. Those  mercantile  relations  consist  in  mutual 
wants  and  reciprocal  means  of  satisfying  them. 
From  such  evident  principles,  it  results  that  there 
eiists  few  nations  which  would  and  ought  to  es- 
amore  intimate  connexion  than  the  United 


Slates  and  Spaio.  Our  flour,  plank,  timber,  pitch, 
and  the  articles  of  salt  provisions,  can  always  find 
1  sure  and  advantageous  market  in  His  Catholic 
Majesty's  dominions,  both  in  Europe  and  Ameri- 
ca: 00  the  other  hand,  the  wine,  brandies,  oil,  and 
fruits  of  Spain,  the  coffee  and  sugar  of  her  colo- 
nies, are  articles  we  are  in  want  of.  Behold  here 
the  basis  of  a  perfect  union  and  friendship,  which 
open  an  extensive  field  for  specul alien  with  mu- 
tual advantage.  His  Catholic  Majesty  made  the 
firjt  step  towards  the  union,  by  concluding  with 
the  United  States  a  very  liberal  treaty,  establish- 
ed on  the  principles  of  Bound  policy )  and  when 
ve  ought  to  have  expected  that  our  Admioisira- 
tiop  would  endeavor  to  lishlen  the  bands  of  friend- 
ship with  a  nation  from  whom  bo  many  advantages 
Would  have  accrued,  it  signed  on  the  4ih  of  May, 
1796,  onljr  a  few  months  after  concluding  a  treaty 
with  Spain,  an  explanatory  article  to  that  part  of 


the  English  Treaty  which  regards  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi,  acknowledging  to  the  English 
a  right  to  the  said  navigation.  In  order  lo  con- 
vince every  impariial  American  of  the  injustice  of 
this  proceeding,  I  shall  not  seek  in  any  foreign  text 
for  arguments  on  which  lo  ground  mioe.  The 
principles  established  by  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  three  or  four  years  ago,  will  be  the  basis  ol 
my  observations. 

When  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  Mr.  Jefferson, 
wrote  on  the  16lh  of  May,  1793,  to  M.  de  Ter- 
ilant,  then  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France, 
claiming  the  British  ship  Grange,  taken  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Delaware,  by  the  French  frigate 
I'Ambuscade,  he  communicated  to  him  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States, 
in  which,  among  oiheia,  be  founded  bis  claim  on 
the  following  reasons; 

"  That  the  whole  of  its  descent  (the  river  Dela- 
ware) to  the  Atlantic  ocean  is  covered  on  each 
side  by  territory  uf  the  United  States. 

"  That  from  lide-waier  to  the  distance  of  about 
sixty  railei  from  the  Atlantic  ocean,  it  is  called 
the  river  Delaware. 

"  That  its  mouth  is  formed  by  the  Capes  Henlo- 
pen  and  May ;  the  former  belonging  to  the  Stale 
of  Delaware,  in  property  and  jurisdiction :  the  lat- 
ter 10  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

"  That  the  Delaware  does  not  lead  from  the  sea 
to  the  dominions  of  any  foreign  nation. 

"  The  corner  stone  ot  our  claim  is,  that  the  Uni< 
ted  States  are  proprietors  of  the  land  onbothsidea 
of  the  Delaware,  from  its  head,  to  its  entrance  into 
thesea- 

"A  river,  considered  merely  as  such,  is  the 
property  of  the  people  through  whose  land  it  flows, 
or  of  him  under  whose  jurisdiction  that  people 
is."     Grot.  b.  2.  c.  2.  j  12. 

"  Rivers  might  be  held  in  properly,  Uiough  nei- 
iher  where  they  rise  nor  where  they  discharge 
themselves  be  within  our  territory,  but  they  join  to 
bulb,  or  the  sea.  It  is  sufficient  for  us  iliat  the 
larger  part  of  water  [that  is,  the  sides)  is  shut  up 
in  bur  banks  and  that  the  river,  in  respect  of  our 
land,  is  itself  smell  and  insignificant."  Orotiut, 
b.  2.  c.  3,  j  7 ;  and  Barbegroe,  in  his  note,  subjoins 
that  neither  of  those  is  necessary. 

"  Rivers  may  be  ihe  property  of  whole  States." 
/*Wf.  b.  3,  c.  3,  §  4. 

''To  render  a  thing  capable  of  being  appropriat- 
ed, it  is  not  strictly  necessary  that  we  should  en- 
close it,  or  be  able  to  enclose  within  artificial 
bounds,  or  such  as  are  different  from  its  own  .sub- 
stance ;  it  is  sufficient  if  the  compass  and  extent  of 
it  can  be  any  way  determinea:  and,  therefore, 
Grotiut  has  given  himself  a  needless  trouble  when, 
to  prove  rivers  capable  of  property,  he  uselh  this 
argument — that,  although  they  are  bounded  by 
the  land  at  neither  end,  but  united  to  the  other 
rivers,  or  the  sea,  yet  it  is  enough  that  the  sreaier 
part  of  them  (that  is,  their  sides)  ate  enclosed." 
Pa^.  b.4,c.  5,}3- 

"  When  a  nation  takes  possession  of  a  country, 
in  order  to  settle  there,  il  possesses  everything  in- 
cluded in  it,  as  lands,  lakes,  rivers."     Vaitd^.  1, 

'1,}266. 
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"  Congress,  too,  have  acted  on  these  ideas,  when, 
ID  their  collectLoa  of  laws,  ihey  ascribe  lo  a  State 
the  Tirers  wholly  within  that  Stale. 

"  The  guUa  and  channels,  or  arms  of  the  sea,  aie, 
accordioe  to  the  re^lar  course,  supposed  to  be- 
long to  iKe  people  with  whose  lands  they  are  eo- 
comjMtaedJ'    Puff.  b.  4,  c.  5,  §  8. 

"  These  remam  may  be  enforced  by  asking, 
what  naiion  can  be  injured  in  its  n>hts  by  the 
Delaware  beine  appropriated  to  the  Uffited  States? 
And  to  what  degree  may  not  the  United  Staiej 
be  injared  on  the  contrary  ground  ?  It  commu- 
nicates with  DO  foreign  dominion." 

Now,  Mr.  NtUivt  American,  what  a  multitude 
of  consequences  could  we  not  draw  by  an  appli- 
cation of  these  principles  (established  by  our  Ad- 
nunistralion  four  years  ago)  to  the  subject  re- 
specting the  nBYigatioQ  of  the  Mississippi !  What 
powerful  arms  was  it  not  in  the  hands  of  Spain 
to  faare  refused  us  this  navigation !  Not  to  have 
made  use  of  them,  and  her  intiiaiiag,  in  an  eiplicil 
and  positive  manner,  that  the  citizens  alone  of  the 
United  States  should  have  a  right  to  the  advanta- 
ges of  this  river,  evidently  proves  her  ffood  faith 
and  sound  intentions.  But.  as  the  rtKbt  which 
the  Americans  have  to  navigate  this  river  to  ibe 
verf  ocean  is  no  longer  doubtful,  let  us  quit  this 
topic,  and  treat  only  of  ihat  with  respect  to  the 
right  acknowledged  by  our  Administration  in  fa- 
vor of  England  to  these  adrantages. 

What  does  Spain  wish  for,  or  desire  7  That,  of 
all  foreign  nations,  the  Americans  alone  should 
enjoy  the  privilege  of  this  navigation.  And  what 
|s  the  wish  and  desire  of  our  Administration  T 
That  the  citizens  of  America  should  not  be  the 
only  people  to  enjoy  its  advantages.  From  this  it 
evidently  results  that  the  King  of  Spain  is  the 
defender  of  the  interests  of  America,  and  that  our 
Administration,  instead  of  promoting  it,  has  mean- 
ly sacrificed  it  to  England.  Impartial  Americans, 
who  love  your  country  with  more  sincerity  than 
the  Naiirie  American,  to  whom  I  address  this  let- 
ter, let  your  attention  rest  awhile  on  the  present 
subject,  and  you  will  evidently  see  !  do  not  exag- 
gerate, when  I'tell  you  that,  in  this  respect,  our 
Administration  has  basely  sacrificed  our  advanta- 


swer  given  by  Mr,  Pickering  on  the  17tb  of  May, 
10  the  Chevalier  de  Yrujo's  letter  of  the  6th  of  the 
aame  month ;  in  it  you  will  see  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  a  neutral  nation,  precisely  in  a  mo- 
ment when  this  Administration  is  taxed  of  being 
UDJDitly  partial  to  England,  instead  of  effacing 
this  impression  by  a  line  of  conduct  strictly  neu- 
tral, takes  npon  himself  to  defend  the  cause  and 
interests  of  Qreat  Britain.  Mr.  Pickering,  attack- 
ed by  the  strength  of  the  Chevalier  de  Yrujo's  ai- 
gnments,  says :  "  But  I  might  deny  that  the  Uni- 
ted Btates  ever  granted  the  right  of  navigating  the 
MisHiBsippi  lo  Great  Britain ;  a  recurrence  to  the 
treatie*  to  which  you  refer,  will  prove  that  she 
ponened  that  right  by  the  peace  of  1763,  and  that 
ahe  has  never  formally  relinquished  it."  In  ano- 
tkerpara^rapb  of  the  same  letter,  he  saysi  "By 
the  definitive  Ti«aty  of  Peace  between  Spain  and 


Great  Britain,  in  1783,  the  latter  ceded  to  Spain 
East  Florida,  as  also  West  Florida;  bnt  the  river 
Mississippi,  as  you  observe,  is  not  even  mentioned 
in  the  treaty.  What  is  the  just  inference  from 
this  circaraatance,  the  United  States  need  not  de- 
cide. Doubtless,  Great  Britain  conceives  it  im- 
portant to  bold  a  right  to  the  navigation  of  it  \  and 
all  parties  at  that  time  certainly  supposed  that 
parts  of  her  territories  joined  its  eastern  side,  and 
probably  no  one  can  now  say  thev  do  not."  Mr. 
Native  American,  if  it  be  true  that  the  United 
States  never  granted  the  right  of  navigating  the 
Mississippi  as  far  as  the  ocean  to  Qreat  Britain, 
can  you,  or  any  other  person  who  knows  hoiv  to 
read,  pretend  to  deny  that,  if  they  did  not  grant  it, 
they  solemnly  acknowledged  it,  as  appears  by  the 
treaty  of  17^  the  unfortunate  Treaty  of  Com- 
merce, and,  lastly,  by  the  erp'^n^'OT  article, sign- 
ed the  4th  of  May,  17967  How,  then^  can  Mr. 
Pickering  presume  to  say,  "  what  is  the  just  infer- 
ence from  this  citcnmstanee,  the  United  States 
need  not  decide?"  Has  it  not  been  positively  de- 
cided in  &vot  of  Great  Britain,  by  acknowledgiiiff 
and  conSrming  an  unjust  right  ihereto?  WhicE 
of  the  principles  established  by  the  officers  of  Got- 
ernment]  respecting  the  Delaware,  in  the  a&ir  of 
the  Orange,  can  be  applied  to  England,  with  re- 
spect to  the  Mississippi?  Does  it  take  its  rise  in 
her  dominions  ?  Does  it  run  through  bet  territo- 
ries, or  does  it  empty  itself  in  her  possessions  7 
However,  Mr.  Pickering  says  that,  when  by  the 
definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783,  England  ceded 
East  and  West  Florida,  no  mention  was  made  of 
the  Mississippi.  Mr.  Native  American,  the  Attor- 
ney General  has  established  the  principle  of  T^ai- 
tel,  that,  when  a  nation  takes  possession  of  a  coun- 
try, in  order  to  settle  there,  it  possesses  everything 
included  in  it,  as  lands^  lakes,  and  rivers.  Of 
course  when  Great  Britain  ceded  East  and  W^eet 
Florida,  it  equally  ceded  the  lands,  lakes,  and  riv- 
ers, to  which  it  had  a  right  in  the  said  provinces. 
By  this  same  principle  of  Mr.  Pickering,  as  no 
mention  was  made  of  the  rivers  Apalachicola, 
Mobile,or  Alabama,  and  others,  the  United  States 
misht,  with  as  much jiropriety,  suppose  themselTes 
aulnorized  lo  recoroise  a  right  to  tneir  navigation 
in  favor  of  Great  Britain. 

France  might  equally  claim  a  right  to  the  nsTi- 
eation  of  the  Mississippi,  as,  in  the  act  of  ceding 
New  Orleans  to  Spain,  she  does  not  expressly  re- 
nounce the  navigation  of  said  river.  On  the  very 
same  principle,  the  United  States  might  suppose 
themselves  authorized  to  recognise  a  right  to 
France  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  St.  L.a'vr- 
rence:  the  case  is  identically  the  same.  France 
has  not  an  inch  of  land  on  its  banks:  England 
has  not  a  spot  on  those  of  the  Mississippi.  The 
river  St.  Lawrence  neither  takes  its  rise,  nor  ruos, 
nor  empties  itself  in  the  possessions  of  Prance; 
the  Mississippi  neither  rises,  nor  runs,  nor  empties 
itself  in  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain.  Fiance 
had  once  a  right  to  the  navigation  of  the  rivet 
St.  Lawrence,  because  she  had  posseauons  on 
Its  banks ;  England,  likewise,  had  mux  a  right  to 
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Canada,  no  (oeDtioD  is  made  of  the  river  St.  Lav 
rence,  alibougti  meotioQ  is  made  ol'  its  island) 
in  the  cesiioa  of  the  Ploridas,  no  mention  is  like- 
wise made  of  ibe  Miaiistippi.  Tb  js,  then.  1  re- 
peatj  the  case  is  identically  trie  same.  Now,  Mr. 
lidtite  Americaa,  if  the  Uoited  States  were  to 
nginVe  or  aeknouledge,  atibougfa  they  did  not 
rnHiL  to  France  a  right  lo  nsTigate  the  river  Si. 
Lawrence,  would  noi  England,  with  great  reason, 
be  bigUr  oBeoded?  Would  she  not  look  upon 
ihii  act  of  the  United  States  as  an  ouiiagel  If 
M,  whf  ahould  not  Spain  look  upon  heraelf  aa 
gross];  injared  by  the  aekiiOWledgmcDt  of  a  right 
u  injarioua  lo  the  inbjeeC*  of  Spain  bh  it  is  to  the 
ciiixeni  of  America?  I  again  repeat  the  quota- 
tion of  Vattel:  "When  a  nation  take*  posseaaion 
of  a  country,  in  order  to  aetlle  there,  it  poasewe 
ererf  ibing  included  in  it,  aa  lands,  lakes,  rivers.' 
Mr.  Pickerins,  continuiiw  in  tbe  language  and 
■t]rle  oi  an  adTucale  for  Qreat  Britain,  innlead  of 
using  ibat  which  becomes  tbe  Secretary  of  Stale 
of  a  nation  which  ealli  iUelT  oentral,  speaking 
wbetber  the  English  poasessiona  touch  on  ' 
MississipiH  or  not,  adds,  "and  probably  no  one 
now  say  ihey  do  not."  I,  Mr.  Moiix  American, 
can  assure  you  they  do  not;  and  if  Mr.  Pickering 
had  been  atteniive  to  the  progress  of  geography, 
and  was  even  acquainted,  as  it  is  his  duty,  at  feast 
with  that  of  his  own  country,  he  would  know,  as 
well  as  I,  tAat  they  do  noL  The  last  discoveries 
of  McKenzie,  and  the  map  published  io  London 
eighteen  months  ago  by  Mr.  A.  Arrowsmilb,  fully 
^ove  the  oruin  of  the  Mississippi  to  be  in  the 
White  Bear  LaJie;  and  that,  from  this  point,  its 
course  does  not  run  through  any  Briiisn  posses- 
sion. If  it  were  necessarv  to  produce  any  new 
testimony  in  addition  to  loe  foregoing,  I  would 
not  seek  it  among  foreigners.  At  Milford,  in  Con- 
neciicui,  there  actually  lives  a  Mr.  Peter  Pond, 
who  was  employed  seventeen  years  in  the  service 
of  the  Hudson  Ba^  Companv:  he  has  xoae  over 
and  examined  particularly  all  those  r^ions.  He 
bas  been  at  the  very  source  of  the  Mississippi, 
namely  the  While  Bear  Lake,  and  has  made  out 
i  valuable  map,  which  he  yet  preserves  io  manu- 
•cript,  and  which  conGrras  that  the  Enslifh  have 
not  a  foot  of  land  on  ibe  Mississippi.     With  theae 

rfs,  Mr.  Native  American,  (notwithstanding 
Pickering's  donbis,  which  are,  perhaps,  voluu- 
lary,)  I  ibink  I  can  safely  assure  you  tJiey  do  not. 

Mr.  Naiioe  American,  the  prosperity  of  the 
Uaiied  States  depends  on  peace,  and  peace  on  a 
strict  neutrality;  let  us  be  jnst,  and  we  iihall  be 
respected.  Honetty  is  the  bestpoliq/;  and  surely 
Ibe  contents  of  my  former  letter,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  present  one,  evidently  prove  that  our  Ad- 
ministration has  neither  acted  with  justice  or 
honesty  towards  Spain.  Tbe  clamors  respecting 
the  momeolary  suspension  of  the  least  essential 
pari  of  the  treaty  luve  been  incessant,  when,  in 
rtahiv,  at  ibe  very  moment  Spain  held  out  a 
friendly  and  liberal  hand  to  usj  we  have  repaid 
this  act  of  generosity  with  ingraiitude,  Ttcogniting 
io  her  enemy  a  daim  to  a  pretended  and  unju^ 
right.  The  friendship  of  Spain  ought  to  be  dear 
to  us,  at  from  a  good  understanding  with  her  may 
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result  a  commercial  treaty,  which  would,  at  lh« 
same  time,  vivify  and  suppl?  her  colonies,  and 
open  an  extensive  field  for  Ine  prosperity  of  oar 
navigstjon  and  commerce.  Tbe  unjust  proceed- 
ing of  the  Administration  is  not  surely  the  method 
of  obtaining  an  object  we  ou^ht  all  anxiously  to 
wish  for.  If  ibe  Administration  acts  with  justice 
and  equity^  it  is  tbe  duty  of  every  good  American 
to  support  It;  bui  I  observe,  with  much  regret  that 
many  of  my  fellow-citizens  daily  caafoEind  the 
Minuten,  or  the  Admmitlralion,  with  Gooem- 
meiU,  and  think  they  support  the  latter,  when,  in 
fact,  they  support  the  Administration.  If  Minis- 
ters, animatea  either  by  the  spirit  of  party^  or  by 
other  views,  proceed  in  their  measures  with  in- 
justice, it  is  necessary  to  attack  tbe  Adminitlra- 
lion,  in  order  to  support  the  Gotiernmeni:  for  th« 
Administration  can,  in  many  instances,  be  aa 
much  tbe  enemy  of  ibe  Government  as  mercbanta 
are  often  the  greatest  enemies  of  commerce. 

I  hope,  Mr.  JVaJiiKJm«ncan,youwilI  be  pleased 
lo  favor  me  with  an  answer  on  the  different  points 
contained  in  this  leiier,  as  I  shall  look  on  your 
silence  to  be  an  implicit  confesulon  of  the  impos- 
sibility you  find  therein.  Although  the  various 
subjects  contained  herein  are  susceptible  of  greater 
elucidaiiotk,  I  have  adhered  solely  lo  the  most 
prominent  points,  io  order  to  facilitate  your  an- 
swer, and  that  the  public  may  thoroughly  investi- 
gate tbe  subject. 

VERUS. 

No.  18. 

The  eecMary  of  Btat«  to  the  Chevaliar  de  Ynyo, 
Departmbkt  of  State, 
Philadelphia,  January  20.  1796. 

Sir  :  As  your  letters  of  the  9tb  October  and  Slal 
of  November  last  contained  no  new  matter  of  any 
consequence,  and  a  fresh  discussion  of  tbe  point* 
in  dispute  would  require,  on  my  part,  only  a  re- 
currence to  arguments  formerly  and  conclusively 
urged,  the  general  impression  on  my  mind  wa*, 
that  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  give  them  a  for- 
mal replv,  whatever  notice  il  might  be  proper  ti> 

leof^ioem  in  a  repori  to  the  President  of  the 
United  Sutes.  Neverthelei4,  1  will  now  trouble 
you  with  a  few  observations. 

A  consideration  of  the  papers  bereiofore  laid 
before  Congress,  relative  lo  tbe  afiairs  on  ibe 
Mississippi,  of  others  since  received  from  thence, 
in  conjunction  with  your  letter  of  tbe  9lb  of  Oc- 
tober, and  its  enclosures,  convinces  me  thai  the 
uct  of  Mr.  Eliicott  and  Lieutenant  Pope  baa 
been  neither  "scandalous"  nor  "insulting"  toward* 
he  Spanish  officers  in  ihal  country;  and  that  if 
my  undue  zeal  or  iniemperance  has  been  mani- 
fested by  either,  in  maintaining  the  just  right*  of 
the  United  States,  tbe  measures  adopted  by  ihose 
officer*  lo  evade  the  execution  of  Uie  treaty  be- 
n  the  United  States  and  Spain  have  been  tb« 

!.     It  is  by  this  course  of  conduct  in  the 

Spanish  officers  that  tbe  King  their  master  haa 
been  dishonor^  and  not  by  the  actions  of  the 
officers  of  the  United  States.  I  may,  doablleaa, 
be  justified  in  saying,  that  their  detention  of  the 
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posts,  bqA  deiafs  id  run  the  bouudarf  lines,  hkre 
DeeQ  unauthorized  by  the  King.  It  is  certaia  that 
neilhet  of  those  SpRnisb  officers  htu  ever  intima- 
ted aa  order  frorD  their  Government  aa  a  warrant  : 
or  ati  apolc»y  for  their  proceedings. 

Id  your  letter  of  the  21st  of  NoTember,  yoa  ! 
ecnr  to  ihe  several  tO|iics  of  your  letter  of  the  | 
6tb  of  May,  1797,  but  exhibit  no  new  argument . 
OD  the  point)  really  in  dispute.  Yoa  barely  men- 
tion the  subject  of  the  articles  contraband  of  war, 
and  the  principle  that  free  ships  make  free  goods. 
The  stipulations  of  the  United  States  on  these 
points,  in  ibeir  treaty  of  1794,  witb  Great  Britain, 
were  fully  justified  in  my  answer  of  the  I7th  of 
Hay,  to  yuur  letter  of  the  6th,  If  aaything  fur- 
ther were  necessary,  I  would  sar  (what  I  then 
iDentioDed  as  not  to  be  doubled)  tnat  the  Spanish 
Oovernment  Toluniarily  entered  into  the  different 
tfipulations  with  the  United  8l»tea  when  it  pos- 
sessed full  knowledge  of  our  stipulations  in  the 
commercial  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  having  in 
its  hands  the  treaty  itselfj  and  baring  aiio  rati- 
fied its  treaty  with  the  United  Slates  six  months 
afterwards^  which  the  Spanish  Government  would 
baTe  been  justified  in  refusing  bad  there  been  any 
deception — any  want  of  good  faiih,0D  these  points, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States;  but  of  which 
not  a  shadow  of  proof  can  be  adduced. 

The  same  observations  apply  to  the  other  sub- 
ject of  your  letter — the  navigation  of  the  river 
Mississippi — but  with  greater  (urce:  for,  as  I  show- 
ed in  mv  letter  of  the  17th  of  May,  when  the 
Prince  of  Pea'-e  proposed  a  mutual  sUpulalioa  to 
exclude  the  British  irom  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi,  Mr.  Pinckney  rejected  it,  and  expli- 
citly, because  it  would  violate  the  faith  of  the 
United  Slates,  previously  pledged  to  Great  Brit- 
ain; and  the  projected  anicle  ofiihe  Prince  of 
Peace  was  altered  accordingly.  Yet,  you  now 
introduce  those  previous  stiiiulalions  as  subjects 
of  complaint  against  the  United  States!  It  is 
true  you  also  mention  the  subsequent  explanatory 
article  of  the  4th  of  May,  1796,  which  is  added  to 
the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigaiion. 
of  1794,  with  Greai  Britain ;  but  it  is  equally  true 
thatthis  contains  no  new  stipulation,  that  it  recog- 
D'ises  the  principle  that  no  subsequent  treaty  can 
make  void  prior  engagements,  (and,  therefore,  that 
this  explanatory  article  of  1796  cannot,  in  the 
smallest  degree,  afiect  the  prior  treaty  of  1795 
with  SpainJ  and  that  British  subjects,  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  and  the  native  Indians, 
•hail  enjoy  full  liberty  of  passage,  intercourse,  and 
commerce,  with  each  otner,  ■'aceordinr  to  (Ac 
gtipuJationa  of  the  third  artiek  ifthe  Treaty  of 
Amity.  Commerce,  and  Navigatvm."  So  that 
this  explanaioiy  article  goes  not  beyond  but  is 
positively  confined  within,  the  limits  of  the  third 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1794;  which,  preceding, 
in  order  of  time,  the  treaty  with  Spain  by  more 
than  eleven  months,  and  tieing,  also,  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  Spanish  Treaty,  perfectly  well 
known  to  Its  Government,  it  cannot,  consequently, 
afford  to  Spain  the  slightest  ground  of  complaint. 
I  pass  unnoticed  yopr  lengthy  quotation  from 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Attorney  General 


of  the  United  States  in  1793,  and  your  ofaserva* 
lions  upon  it;  because  neither  one  nor  tbe  other 
touch  the  essential  point  in  dispute  between  Ds. 

As  to  the  question  in  the  last  paragraph  of  yoot 
letter,  I  am  authorized  to  say  that  the  United 
Slates  are  not  concerned  to  vindicate  the  claia 
of  Great  Britain  to  the  navigation  of  th«  riTcr 
Missinsippi.  What  was  said  on  this  subject  of 
my  letter  of  the  I7th  of  May,  was  in  conseqneaca 
of  your  having  entered  into  an  examination  of  the 
Bniisb  title  to  this  navigation;  and  I  said,  ex- 
pressly, that  I  did  not  t^inceive  it  essential  to  tbe 
subject  we  were  then  discussing:  I  merely  f<d- 
lowed  you.  Our  stipulation  amounts  onlvtothis, 
that  the  United  States  shall  not  obstruct  the  navi- 

Sition  of  the  rivet  by  British  snbjeeis.  If  Great 
ritain  demands  and  obtains  ii,  or  if  Spain  admit* 
her  claim,  as  she  has  reserved  tbe  right  to  do,  in 
the  4th  article  of  her  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
the  latter  cannot  oppose  it;  and  if  the  British  ves- 
sels and  boats  do  navigate  the  Mississippi,  we  are 
bound  to  admit  them  into  our  ports  on  tba  easien 
bank  of  that  river.  Whether  this  admission  wotiU 
be  advantageous  or  injurious  to  tbe  United  Slaici, 
it  belonged  to  them  only  to  jud^;  they  have  not 
asked,  nor  will  they  have  occasion  to  ask,  Spain 
10  be  the  guardian  of  their  rights  and  interests  on 
ibe  Mississippi:  they  only  desire,  in  this  respect, 
that  she  would  faithfully  perform  her  own  en- 
gagements sanctioned  by  a  solemn  treaty. 

'  TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 
The  Chevalier  Db  Yhitjo, 

Envoy  ExtraordmcETy,  ^. 

No,  19. 

Extract  of  •  letter  from   Mr.  Pickering,  StatAuj  of 

State,  to  Mr.  Ellicott,  dstad 

Depastheht  of  State 

JiJy  14, 1797. 

"  On  the  8th  of  Juce  I  received  by  Mr.  Knox 
your  despatches  dated  the  14ih  of  April,  which 
were  laid  before  Congress  on  the  12th  of  Jane, 
and  on  tbe  S9th  of  June  I  receive!,  by  Captain 
Hunter,  your  despatches  dated  Uie  lOtn  of  May, 
which  on  the  3d  of  July  were  also  laid  before 
Congress,  together  with  the  deiratcbes  from  Cap- 
tain Pope  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  These  com- 
municatious  to  Congress  appear  in  the  enclosed 
pamphlets. 

"  With  respeci  to  the  important  business  with 
which  you  are  charged,  the  repeated  promises, 
followed  by  as  often  repeated  failures  to  enter 
upon  it,  by  the  Spanish  Governors,  with  other 
circumstances,  afford  too  much  reason  to  believe 
that  there  is  an  intention  to  ptutpone  it.  Never- 
theless, the  President  is  of  opinion,  and  directs 
that  you  shoald  remain  at  the  Natchez,  and  al- 
ways hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  commence  the 
running  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  Stales  and  of  His  Caiholie 
Majesty.  You  will  endeavor,  in  concert  with 
Governor  Gayoso,  or  other  proper  officer  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  to  fix  a  time  when  this  work  of 
ascertaining  the  Doundary  line  shall  commence. 
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DO  just  cause  of  offence  to  the  Spanish  Oorem- 
mesi.  What  will  be  ibe  fioal  result  of  iu  mea- 
■ores  is  uDcettain;  but,  if  war  should  follow,  it 
will  be  of  the  ksi  importance  ihat  ihe  United 
States  shoald  not  be  the  aggiesson.  The  Presi- 
dcDi,  therefore,  de»ires  that  your  conduct  should 
be  perfectlf  gnvded,  modenite,  and  {wudent." 

No.  30. 


DspiBTMBifT  or  State, 

Pkilad^Aia,  Auguit  30, 1797. 

Yonr  expresM*,  Mr.  Bean  and  Mr.  Robins 
arrired  here  on  (he  S4ih  instant,  and  dclirerea 
me  your  two  lelten  of  June  27ih.  The  Mme  dat 
I  nceired  four  letters  of  May  27tb  and  June  4t£ 
and  5ih. 

The  Baron  de  Carondelcl's  proclamsttoa  of  the 
Slth  of  Mav,  enclosed  in  yoar  letter  of  Jane  4th, 
abandiini  almost  all  the  fanner  preteocea  for  re- 
taining the  posts,  which  he  tays  ^  is  occasioned 
ml]'  by  the  imperious  necessity  of  securitiE  Lower 
Lonisiaoa  from  the  hostilities  of  the  English,  who 
have  wi  on  foot  (without  regard  to  the  inriola- 
bility  of  the  territory  of  the  Uaiied  Stales)  an  ex- 
pedition against  Upper  Louisiana."  By  my  for- 
toer  despatches^  eoTcriiig  the  printed  reports  and 
documents,  you  will  bare  seen  that  this  eipedi- 
ticD  bad  never  any  existence.  This  is  more  fully 
*bowQ  in  my  letter  of  the  8th  instant  to  the  Che- 
Tilier  de  Ynijo,  now  eoclosed.  And  my  answer 
to  him  about  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  articles  ofour  treaties  with  Oreat  Britain 
BODceming  it,  also  among  the  printed  documents, 
demoiuirates  that  in  thoee  sttpuiations  we  have 
not  departed  from  the  strictest  line  of  good  faith 
towards  Spain ;  that  we  have  granted  nothing,  in 
respect  to  the  navigation  of  the  Missiisippi^  ig 
Orkt  Britain;  and  tliat  the  ideas  of  the  United 
States,  entertained  on  that  subject,  were  perfectly 
known  and  understood  by  the  Ouvernment  of 
Spain,  when  our  treaty  with  Spaio  wasconcloded; 
and  that  there  is  nothing  coDttadictory  between 
the  two  treaties,  the  British  and  Spanish. 

As,  therefore,  the  Baron  de  Carundelet  has  not 
a  shadow  of  fooodation  to  suspect  an  eipediiioa 
^the  British  against  Upper  Louisiaita;  as  the 
American  Oovemmeut  has  formally  declared  to 
the  British  Minister,  for  the  informsiioo  of  hi* 
CkiTeinment,  that  we  will  suffer  the  march  of 
neither  British  nor  Spanish  troops  through  our  ter- 
ritory, for  the  purpose  of  hostirily  of  one  against 
the  other;  as,  Bnally,  the  British  themselves  (as 
you  will  see  in  Mi.  Liston's  letter  among  the 
printed  docaments)  declare  they  had  never  formed 
*pch  a  plan  of  an  expedition,  and  acknowledged 
that  its  execution  would  violate  our  territorial 
rights;  for  these  reasons,  on  the  principles  of  his 
proclamation,  the  Baron  ought  immediately  to 
«vacuate  the  posts  and  territory  of  the  United 
Siatea. 


Theaeobservations  will  aUoapply  to  the  Baron's 
proclamation  of  the  31st  of  May,  m  which,  how 
ever,  he  lakes  somewhat  new  ground.  Wliat 
'^security"  can  the  United  States  give,  or,  rather, 
what  will  the  Baron  deem  a  ''security"  affainst 
a  descent  of  the  Kogliah  by  the  Mississippi? 

If  the  facts  and  assurances  already  stated  and 
given,  OD  iht  part  of  the  United  Slates,  do  not 
satisfy,  nothing  can. 

Witn  respect  to  any  hostile  intentions  of  the 
United  Stales  cowards  Spain,  as  intimated  by  the 
Baron  in  tltis  last  jvoclamaiiDn,  nothing  is  more 
unfonnded.  The  niarch  of  the  troops  to  Tennes- 
see, from  the  Ohio,  is  for  the  sole  purpose  of  es- 
tablishing a  force  in  that  country,  to  restrain  the 
inhabitants,  or  other  citizens,  from  aggressions 
against  the  Cherokees,  and  especially  to  prevent 
a  forced  settlement,  which  was  threatened,  on  the 
Indian  lands;  and  any  orders  to  the  Cumberland 
militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness,  can  be  only 
for  the  object  of  preventing  eneroacbmenis  on  the 
Indian  laodi,  and  to  preserve  peace.  If  we  medi- 
tated an  attack  againsi  the  Spaniards  on  the  Mi»- 
sissipi,  we  should  certainly  contemplate  an  easier 
route  than  by  a  wilderness  of  many  hundred  milea 
in  extent,  inrough  which  the  transportation  ot 
stores  and  provisions  would  be  impracticable;  or 
of  such  extreme  difficulty  and  boundless  expense, 
as  folly  alone  would  attempt. 

I  have  now  only  to  notice  the  general  commo- 
tion at  the  Natchez,  among  the  inhabitears,  against 
tbe  Spanish  Government,  which  veems  to  have 
been  qaieted  very  much  by  your  prudent  man- 
agement. This  lineof  conduct, caution,  prndence, 
moderation,  so  as  by  all  means  to  avoid  thepossi- 
bUilyof  a  chance  or  aggression  against  Ibe  United 
Stales,  yoD  will  see,  m  my  letter  of  the  14ib  ol 
Jtily,  was  specially  enjoined  by  the  President. 
And  a  perseverance  in  tbe  same  course,  I  trnst, 
will  eventually  issue  in  a  peaceable  adjustment  of 
the  disputes  now  subsisting,  respecting  the  posts, 
the  country  where  ihey  are  situated,  and  the  navi- 
— ion  of  the  Mississippi.  The  paciHc  views  of 
United  States,  and  their  good  faith,  are  not  to 
be  doubled;  and  it  is  clear,  as  demonstration  can 
make  it,  chat  the  Baron  has  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  the  British  from  Canada:  and,  consequently, 
that  he  has  now  no  cause  or  pretence  for  retaining 
the  poais,   ot  for  delaying  to  run  the  boundary 


OREAT  BRITAIN. 

[CommnniealMi  to  Congress,  Pabruaij  S,  1797.] 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

GetUkmen  of  Ihe  Boute  of  Reprfentotive*  : 
I  have  received  from  our  Minister  at  Loudon 
o  acts  of  the  Parliament  of  Qrea I  Britain  ;  one 
passed  on  the  4th  of  July,  1797,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  Treaty  of  Amity, 
Commerce,  and  Navigation,  concluded  between 
His  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America;" 
the  other  passed  on  tbe  19ih  day  of  July,  I79T,  en- 
titleil  "  An  act  for  regulating  the  trade  to  be  car- 
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ri«d  on  with  the  Biiiisli  possessioDs  in  India,  by 
the  ships  of  nations  in  amiiy  with  His  Majesty." 
Thne  acts  have  such  coaneziona  with  the  com- 
mercial and  political  interests  of  the  United  Slates, 
that  it  is  proper  they  should  be  communicated  lo 
CoDgresa.  1  have  accordingly  transmitted  copiea 
of  them  with  this  Message. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
UfiiTED  St*tb8,  February  2, 1798. 

Armo  THoftoM  Seplimo  GtorgU  HI.  lUgiM. 
An  ut  for  reguUtini  tha  trade  to  be  earned  on  with 
the  Britiah  yoMdons  in  India,  b;  die  diipa  of  na- 
tions in  ami^  with  hii  Majei^.  [IBthJul;,  1797.] 
.  Whereas  bf  an  act  passed  in  the  twelfth  year 
of  the  reign  of  His  late  M^esty  King  Charles  the 
Second^  entitled  an  act  for  the  ensouragiDg  and 
increasing  of  shipping  and  navij^tion,  it  was  en- 
acted thai,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty,  and  from 
thenceforward,  no  goods  or  commodities  shall  be 
imported  iDio,or  exported  out  of.  any  lands,  islands, 
planraiioDt,  or  territories  to  His  Majesty  belonj^- 
ing,  or  in  his  possession,  or  which  may  hereafter  be- 
long unto  or  be  in  the  poisestion  of  His  Majesty, 
bis  heirs,  and  successors,  in  Asia,  Africa,  and 
America,  in  any  other  ship  or  ships  vessel  or  tcs- 
mIb,  (ban  such  as  do  truly  and  wiUiout  fraud  be- 
long unto  the  people  of  England  or  Ireland,  do- 
minion of  Wafes,  or  the  town  of  Berwick  apoi 
Tweed,  or  are  the  built  of,  and  belonging  to.  an' 
of  the  i-aiil  lands,  islands,  planiaiions,  or  terrila 
ries,  as  the  proprietets  and  right  owners  thereof, 
and  whereof  ihe  master  and  three-fourths  of  the 
maiiners,  at  least,  are  English,  under  certain  pen- 
allies  and  forfeitures  therein  mentioned:  and 
whereas  it  i*  expedient  that  the  ships  and  vessels 
of  countries  and  Slates  in  amity  with  His  Majes- 
ty, should  be  allowed  lo  import  goods  and  com- 
moditiei  unto  and  to  export  ihe  same  from  the 
British  terriiories  in  India,  subject  Id  certain  re- 
atriction*  and  rrgulaiions: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Kiitg'g  most  ex- 
cellent Majesty,  by  and  vith  the  advice  and  coneent 
of  the  l«rde  Spiritual  and  l^emporal,  and  Cam- 
mmi,  m  this  present  Parliament  ateembUd,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  eame.  That,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  liiis  acl,  and  during  ihe  conlinuance  of 
the  exclusive  trade  of  the  United  Company  of 
Merchants  of  England,  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 
and  during  the  term  for  which  the  possessions  of 
the  Briiish  territories  in  India  is  secured  to  the 
said  United  Company,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  »hip!i  and  vessels  of  countries  and  Slates 
in  amity  with  His  Majesty,  lo  import  into  and 
export  front  the  Brilinh  possessions  in  India,  such 
goods  and  commodities  as  they  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  import  into  and  export  from  the  said 
possessions  by  the  directors  of  the  said  company, 
who  are  hereby  directed  to  frame  such  regulations! 
for  carrying  on  the  trade  to  and  from  the  said 
possessions  and  the  countries  and  States  in  amity 
with  His  Majesty,  as  shall  seem  to  them  most  con- 
ducive to  the  iDteresiaod  prosperity  of  iheiaidBrit- 


ish  possessions  in  India,  and  of  the  British  empire; 
and  no  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  any  of  the  sub- 
jects of  States  or  countries  in  amity  with  His 
Majesty  shall  be  liable  to  seizure,  coofiKation,  W 
'orleiture,  or  other  penally,  for  exporting  from  or 
mporiing  into  the  said  British  possessions  in  In- 
dia, atiy^oods  or  commodities^ihe  importaiioa  or 
exportation  of  which,  respectively,  shall  be  pei^ 
mitted  by  the  said  regulation,  anything  in  ibe 
hereinbelore  recited  act  of  the  twelfth  year  of 
the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  lo  the  con- 
trary  notwithstanding:  Provided,  aticayt,  That 
it  shall  BOX  be  lawful  for  the  directors  af  the  said 
United  Company  to'frame  any  resulations  for  the 
conduct  of  the  said  trBde,which  snail  be  inconsisl- 
ant  with  any  treaty  or  treaties  which  shall  hare 
been  or  may  be  eniered  into  by  His  Majesty,  his 
heirs,  and  snccessors,  and  any  country  or  Staled 
amity  with  His  Majesty,  or  which  may  be  incon- 
sistent with  any  act  or  acts  of  Parliament  which 
have  been  passed  for  the  rarulation  of  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  the  said  British  temtoriet  in 
India. 

-II.  And  be  it  Jvrlher  enacted.  That  all  such 
regulations  as  shall  be  framed  by  ihe  said  contl  of 
directors  for  carrying  on  the  trade  U  and  from 
the  British  possessions  in  India,  and  the  countries 
and  Slates  in  amity  with  His  Majesty,  shall  b^ 
and  they  are  hereby,  directed  lo  be  subject  to  the 
suprrintendence,direction,  and  control  of  the  board 
of  commissioners  for  the  affairs  of  India,  in  the 
same  manner  as  all  acts,  operations,  and  concemik 
which  anywise  relate  to  or  concern  the  civil  ana 
military  governments  and  revenues  of  the  Bnlish 
'  rritories  and  acquisitions  in  Ihe  Baal  Indies  now 

III.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  it  shall  not 

be  lawful  for  any  general  court  of  proptieiors  lo 

alter  or  change,  or  to  direct,  or  order,  or  aulhoiiie 

the  altering  or  changing  any  resolution  of  the 

court  of  directors,  or  lo  rescind,  revoke,  sntpend, 

vary  the  same,  in  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to 

3  iQlercourse  of  foreign  nations  in  amity  with 

IS  Majesty  and  the  British  territories  in  India. 


An  act  for  cantying  into  execntiNi  the  Ticaty  of  Aik- 
ity.  Commerce,  and  Navigatiim,  omidnded  betwsM 
HU  Majea^  and  the  United  StsOes  ot  Ameiica.  [4111 
July,  1797.] 

Whereas  a  Treaty  of  Amity.  Commerce,  and 
Narigation,  bas  been  concluded  between  His  Ma- 
jesty and  the  United  Slates  of  America:  and 
whereas  by  the  eleventh  article  of  the  said  uealy, 
it  is  agreed  between  His  Majesty  and  ihe  United 
States  of  America,  that  there  should  be  a  recip- 
rocal and  entirely  perfect  liberty  of  navigation  and 
commerce  between  their  respective  people,  in  the 
manner,  under  the  limitations,  and  on  the  condi- 
lions  specified  in  the  foUowins  articles  of  the  sud 
treaty;  and  whereas,  by  the  fifieenifa  article  of  the 
said  treaty,  it  is  further  agreed,  that  no  other  or 
higher  duties  shall  be  paid  by  the  ships  or  inei- 
chandise  of  the  one  party,  in  the  ports  of  the  other, 

.L L ,j  ^y  the  nJJe  Teasels  or  mer- 

shall  any  other 
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m  higher  dui]r  be  imposed  id  cne  couDtry  on  the 
jmpwiation  of  any  arliclea  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufaciare  of  tbe  other,  than  are  or  shall  be 
PRf  able  on  the  importation  of  the  like  articles,  be- 
ing of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manuraciure  of  any 
other  foreign  couutry  ;  nor  ahall  any  prohibition 
be  imposed  ou  the  ezportaiioa  or  imporlaiioo  of 
any  articles  to  or  fiom  the  territories  of  the  two 
parties,  respectively,  which  shall  not  equally  ex- 
tend 10  all  other  nations : 

Be  it  therrfare  enacts  by  the  King't  mott  ex- 
cellent Idajeaty,  by  and  witK  the  advice  and  am- 
tevt  of  the  LortU  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and 
Common*,  in  hit  pj^uent  ParHamerd  aeeembled 
and  by  the  autkontj/  of  the  lame,  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  to  import  into  this  kingdom,  di- 
tettly  from  any  of  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  British  built  ships  or  vessels, 
owned,  naTigated,  and  registered  according  to 
law,  or  in  ships  built  in  the  eouDtries  btlonging 
lo  the  United  States  of  America,  or  any  of  ihetn, 
or  in  ships  taken  by  any  of  the  ships  oi  vessels  of 
war  belangins  to  [be  OoirernmeDt  or  any  of  the 
JDhabilants  of  the  said  United  Stales,  haTing  com- 
missiona  or  letters  of  marqne  and  reprisal  from  the 
QoTernmeiit  of  the  said  United  States,  and  con- 
demned as  lawful  prize  in  any  court  of  admiralty 
of  the  said  United  States,  of  which  condenua- 
tion  proof  ahall  be  giren  to  the  salisfaciioo  of 
the  eommiasioners  of  His  Majesty's  euiitoms,  or 
any  four  or  more  of  them,  in  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  England,  and  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  in  that  pan  of  Great  Britain  called  Scot- 
land, and  owned  by  the  subjects  of  the  said  Uni- 
ted States,  or  any  of  them,  and  whereof  the  mas- 
ter and  three-fourths  of  the  mariners,  at  least,  are 
subjects  of  tbe  said  United  Slates,  any  goods, 
wares,  or  loerehandise,  tbe  growth,  production  ~~ 
manufaclure  of  the  said  United  States,  which 
not  prohibited  by  law  to  be  imported  from  foreign 
ci>iintries,aDd  to  enter  and  lana  such  goods,  wares, 
and  meretumdise,  upon  payment  of  the  duties, 
and  subject  to  thecondiiionaaad  regulations  here- 
inafter mentioited ;  any  law,  eustinn,  or  usage, 
the  contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

II.  And  be  it  fiaHier  enacted,  That  all  such 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into 
Qreai  Britain,  either  in  such  ship*,  or  in  British 
huili  ships,  owned,  navigated,  and  registered  ac- 
cording to  law,  (except  such  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  as  are  hereinafter  particularly  enume- 
rated or  described.)  shall,  and  may  be  entered  and 
landed,  npon  payment  of  such  dniies  of  customs 
and  excise,  and  no  higher,  as  are  payable  on  goods. 
Wares,  and  merchandise  of  the  like  denomination 
or  description,  upon  their  importation  into  this 
kingdom,  in  Briiish  built  ships,  from  any  other 
foreign  country  ;  and  in  cases  where  different  du- 
ties are  imposed  upon  ^oods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise of  the  like  denomtaatioD  or  description,  im- 
ported from  different  foreign  countries,  then  upon 
payment  of  tbe  lowest  duties  which  by  our  law 
are  required  to  be  paid  on  the  importation,  in  Brit- 
ish built  (hips,  of  any  such  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chaudise,  from  any  foreign  country,  according  to 
the  schetUte,  and  tables  marked  A,  D,  and  F,  an- 


nexed to  an  act,  passed  in  the  twenty-aerenth 
year  of  His  Majesty's  reign,  entitled  '•'  An  act  for 
repealing  the  several  duties  of  customs  and  excise^ 
and  graniiog  other  duties  in  lieu  thereof,  and  for 
applying  the  said  duties  together  with  the  other 
duties  composing  the  puolic  revenue  ;  for  permit- 
ting the  importation  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  the  produce  of  the  European  do- 
minioiu  of  the  French  King,  into  this  kingdom ; 
and  for  applying  certain  unclaimed  money^  re- 
maining, in  the  exchequer  for  the  payment  of  an- 
nuities  on  lives,  to  the  reduction  of  the  natiooal 
debt ;"  or  by  any  other  laws  in  force,  passed  sub- 
sequent to  the  said  act,  touching  tbe  duties  coo- 
lained  in  the  said  schedule  and  tables  marked  A, 
D,  and  F,  subject  also,  when  imported  in  Ameri- 
can ships,  to  the  countervailing  duties  impoeed  by 
this  act. 

III.  And,  in  order  to  encour^e  and  promote 
the  trade  trom  the  United  States  to  this  kingdom, 
Be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  any  pig  iron,  bar  iroiL 

Eitch,  tar,  turpentine,  rosin,  pot  ash,  pearl  ash,  m»- 
ogany,  masts,  yards,  and  bowsprits,  beiitg  the 
growth,  production,  or  manufacture  of  the  said 
United  States,  and  all  staves,  and  unmannfactitr> 


prohibited  bv  law  to  be  imported  from  a  , 
foreign  countrj',  being  the  growth  cv  production 
of  the  said  United  Slatei,  shall  or  may  De  import- 
ed in  British  or  American  ships,  owned  and  nari- 
galed  as  hereinbefore  required,  upon  payment  of 
such  duties  of  customs  and  excise,  as  are  payable 
OD  the  like  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  when 
accompaoi^  with  the  certificates  required  by  law 
upon  tneir  importation  into  this  kingdom,  in  Brit- 
isn  built  ships,  from  any  British  island  or  planla- 
lioD  in  America,  notwithstanding  such  good^ 
wares,  or  merchandise,  may  not  be  aceompaniM 
with  the  certificBles  heratofore  required  bjr  lav, 
subject  also,  when  imported  in  American  ships,  ts 
the  couniervaiiing  duties  imposed  by  this  act 

IV.  Provided  aiwiyt,  and  be  it  further  enacted. 
Thai,  upon  tbe  imporlation  into  Great  Britain 
from  the  said  Unitea  States  of  America,  of  wheaf, 
wheal  meal  or  fiour,  rye.  barley,  beer  or  bi^,oais^ 
oatmeal,  peas,  beans.  Inaian  com,  and  maize,  ths 
duties. to  be  paid  tnereon,  respectively,  shall  b* 
r^pilated  and  ascertained  according  to  the  priest 
ofwheat,  rye,  barley,  beer  or  bigg,  peas,  beantk 
oals,  and  oatmeal,  in  the  manner  set  forth  and 

rcifted  in  the  table  marked  D,  in  an  act  passed  in 
ibirty-flfst  year  of  His  Majesty's  reign,  enti- 
tied  "An  act  for  regulating  ihe  importation  and 
exportation  of  corn,  and  the  payment  of  the  duty 
on  foreign  corn  imported,  and  of  the  bounty  on 
British  com  exported;"  anything  contained  In 
this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

T.  AndbeitfwIlierenacUd,  That  all  oil  made 
from  Osh,  or  creatures  living  in  the  sea,  and  blob' 
her,  whale  fins,  and  spermaceti,  being  the  product 
of  the  fisheries  carried  on  by  the  people  of  thesaid 
United  Stales  of  America,  may  be  imported  fl'om 
tbe  countries  c^  the  said  United  States  into  thi* 
kingdom,  in  British  or  Ameriesn  ships,  owned  and 
navigated  as  hereinbefore  required,  upon  pay^ 
men!  of  sneh  dniiea  of  enttomi  aa  ar«  payaMt 
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OQ  the  like  yoods  and  merehBDdUe.  upon  th«ir 
importation  into  thix  kingdom,  in  British  built 
abips,  from  countries  not  under  the  dumioion  of 
His  Majesty,  subject  also,  when  imported  in  Ame- 
rican  thipa,  to  tiie  con Dlervai ling  dutiex  imposed 
by  this  acL 

Tl.  And  be  itjwiher  enacted,  That  any  tobac- 
co, being  the  growth  or  prodactioD  of  an;  of  ihe 
territories  of  Ihe  said  United  States  of  America, 
may  be  imported  in  British  or  American  ships, 
owned  and  aaTiaated  be  hereinbefore  required, 
upon  payment  oftbe  same  duties  of  customs  and 
excise,  as  tobacco  imported  by  British  subjects, 
from  any  British  colony  or  planution  in  Ameri- 
ca, is,  or  majr  hereafter  be,  subject  to ;  and  that 
any  muS,  being  the  production  or  manufacture  of 
any  of  the  said  territories,  may  be  imported,  in 
manner  before  mentioned,  upon  payment  of  such 
duties  of  cuitoms  and  excise,  as  snufl^  being  the 
production  or  manufacture  of  Europe,  imported 
from  Europe  is,  or  hereafter  may  be,  subject  to, 
and  may  be  warehoused  and  again  exported ;  such 
tobacco  and  snuff  to  be  subject,  respectirely,  ner- 
erthelesa,  to  all  and  singular  the  regulations,  re- 
atrictioDs,  penal  ties,  and  for  feitu  res,  relating  to  the 

importation  and  exportation  thereof,  or  m  

other  respect  relating  thereto,  of  an  set.  made 
passed  in  the  twenty-ninih  year  of  the  leign  of 
iiis  present  Majesty,  entitled  ''An  act  for  repeal- 
ing the  duties  on  tobacco  and  snuff,  and  for  grant- 
ing new  duties  in  lieu  thereof;"  and  another  act, 
passed  in  the  thitiieth  year  of  his  present  Majes- 
ty's reign,  entitled  "  An  act  to  explain  and  amend 
an  acL  made  in  the  list  session  of  Parliament,  en- 
titled 'An  act  for  repealing  the  duties  on  tobacco 
and  snuff,  and  for  grajitiag  new  duties  in  lieu  there- 
of;" or  of  any  other  act  since  made  telaiiag  there- 
to, subject  alio,  when  imported  in  American 
abips,  to  the  counter vsilinz  duties  imposed  by  this 
act :  Prtmded,  idvava,  That  such  tobacco  shall 
be  accompanied  wilti  a  manifest,  as  by  law  re- 

Vll.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  rice, 
being  the  growth  or  production  of  any  of  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  of  America,  which 
■hall  be  imported  directly  from  thence  inio  any 
of  the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  in  manner,  before 
mentioned,  may,  upon  the  importer  paying  down, 
in  ready  money,  the  duty  of  eishi  pence  the  hun- 
dred weight,  being  part  of  the  aniies  now  payable 
on  the  importation  of  rice,  be  landed  and  ware- 
housed, except  as  hereinafter  provided,  under  the 
joint  locks  of  His  Maiesiy  and  the  importer,  in 
Mich  warehouses  as  shall  be  approved  of  for  that 
purpose  by  the  commissioners  of  His  Jdtejesty's 
etiBioms,  or  any  four  or  more  of  them,  in  that 
pattofOreat  Britain  called  Eoglaad,  or  any  three 
or  more  of  them,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
Scotland,  or  by  the  collector  and  comptroller  of 
His  Majesty's  customs  of  the  respective  ports  into 
which  such  rice  shall  be  imported,  upon  the  im- 
porter's own  bond  for  payment  of  the  remainder 
of  the  duties  due  and  payable  for  sacb  rice  within 
eighteen  months,  according  to  the  net  weight  and 
qnaolily  of  such  rice  at  tne  time  it  sh^l  be  so 
landed:   Provided,  alieay,  That,  upon  the  im- 


porlation  of  any  such  rice  into  the  ports  of  Ldodoo, 
Bristol,  Portsmouth.  Co wes,  Liverpool,  Lancaster, 
Falmouth,  Poole,  Whitehaven,  Hull,  Greenock, 
andPortOtasgow.oreitherof  them,in  the  manner 
hereinbefore  expressed,  the  importer  shall  beat 
liberty  to  enter  and  land  the  same,  without  pay- 
ment of  any  duty  whatever,  upon  condition  that 
such  rice  shall  be  warehoused  under  the  joint 
locks  of  His  Majesty  and  the  importers,  in  such 
warehouse  or  warehouses  as  shall  be  approved  of 
for  that  purpose  by  the  commissioners  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's customs,  or  aay  four  or  more  of  them,  in 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  or  anjr 
three  or  more  of  them  in  that  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain called  Scotland,  or  br  the  collector  and 
comptroller  of  His  Majesty's  customs  of  the  re- 
spective ports  where  such  rice  shall  be  imported: 
And  that  every  expense  attending  such  ware- 
housing shall  be  borne  by  the  said  importere;  and 
that  such  importer  or  importers,  or  hii  or  thtjt 
known  servant,  shall  from  time  to  time,  at  all  sea- 
sonable hoars,  as  occasion  mav  require,  hare  free 
acqess  to  such  warehouses,  in  the  presence  of  soom 
proper  officer  of  the  cusiomi^  for  the  purpose  of 
skreening  and  shifting  the  nce,  to  prevent  it  re- 
ceiving damage;  and  that  if  any  rice,  which  shaH 
be  BO  imported  from  the  territories  of  the  said 
United  Sutes  into  any  of  the  pons  above  men- 
tioned respectively,  and  warehoused  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  taken  out  of  the  warehouses,  wherein  the 
same  shall  be  secured  under  the  joint  locks  rf 
His  Majesty  and  the  importers  as  aforesaid,  for 
home  consumption,  the  full  duties  dne  aod  paya- 
ble bv  law,  upon  the  importation  of  such  rice  into 
this  kingdom  for  home  consumption,  and  *\se, 
when  imported  in  American  ships,  the  counier- 
vailina;  duty  imposed  by  this  act  shalL  preTioiuir 
to  its  Being  taken  out  of  such  warehouses,  be  paid 
to  the  collector  of  His  Majesty's  customs  it  the 
port  where  such  rice  sfaall  oe  so  warehoused;  bat 
that  such  importer,  if  he  intends  to  export  such 
rice,  shall  hare  liberty  to  export  the  same  from 
such  warehouses  respectively,  under  the  same  re- 
gulations under  which  such  rice  might  be  export- 
ed by  law  immediately  before  the  passing  oiihli 
act,  without  payment  of  any  duty  whatever:  Pro- 
vided that  the  exportation  of  any  such  rice,  here- 
after to  be  warehoused  under  the  authority  of  this 
act,  be  made  within  the  said  space  of  eighteen 
months;  but  if  not  exported  within  that  period, 
that  the  full  duties  payable  by  law,  and  also  when 
imported  in  American  ships,  the  countervailing 
duty  imposed  bv  this  act  shall  be  paid  for  the 
same,  and  not  oe  afterwards  drawn  back;  and 
that  if  any  rice,  which  shall  have  been  imported 
into  any  port  of  this  kingdom,  not  herein  Wore 
specially  named,  and  shaU  have  been  warehoused 
upon  the  importer's  bond,  in  manner  aforesaid, 
shall  within  toe  time  herein  before  mentioned,  be 
taken  out  of  the  warehouse  wlierein  it  shall  have 
been  so  secured,  to  be  exported  directly  from 
thence,  the  bond  entered  into  for  the  payment  of 
the  said  duties  thereon  shall  be  discharged  and 
cancelled  by  debenture  or  debeoiurej^  made  oat 
and  passed  in  the  usual  manner,  for  tne  qoantity 
or  quantities  of  nce  dulr  exported;  and  if  any 
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riM  imported  into  anf  port  of  this  kiogdom,  not 
berein  before  specially  named  and  warehoused  in 
minner  aforefiaid,  eliall  be  taken  out  of  any  snch 
mrehause  for  hoiDv  consamption,  the  remaiodeT 
ofthednties  due  and  pa^rable  bylaw,  and  also, 
when  imported  in  American  ihips,  the  coDDier- 
Tiilio^  duty  by  thii  act  imposed,  gnall,  previously 
to iti  Being  tafcen  oui  of  suefa  warehouse,  be  paid 
to  the  collector  of  Hii  Majesty's  customs  at  the 
port  wbere  such  rice  shall  be  lo  warehoused. 
Provided,  that  if  any  rice  warehoused  under  the 
luthorily  of  this  act  shall  remain  in  such  ware- 
bonse  beyond  the  period  of  eighteen  monthn,  upon 
which  the  fall  duties  due  sod  payable  by  law  shall 
not  have  been  paid,  then  in  such  case  the  same 
•ball  and  may  be  sold  for  the  duties,  io  like  mao- 
ner,  and  ander  the  same  rules,  regulations,  and 
restrictions,  as  any  other  goods  are  now  directed 
by  law  to  be  sold  for  the  duties,  and  the  produce 
applied  in  like  manner  as  is  directed  by  an  act, 
Dused  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  her  late 
Hajeslj  Queen  Anne,  entitled  "An  act  for  en- 
coniagiDg  the  tobacco  trade." 

VIII.  Provided  lUwayt,  and  be  it  further  en- 
acUd,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  prevent  the  importation  of  rice  anif 
other  articles,  without  payment  of  any  duty  what' 
erer,  by  cirtue  of  an  act  passed  in  the  preseni 
tessLDQ  of  Parliament,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit 
(he  exportation  of  corn,  meal,  flour,  and  potatoes, 
and  to  permit  the  importation  of  corn  and  other 
articles  of  provision,  for  a  limited  time,  in  any 
ibips  whatever,  witliout  payment  of  duty,"  and 
in  the  manner  in  the  said  act  meatioued  during 
the  continuance  thereof. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enaclai,  That  all  goods, 
inres,  and  merchandise,  so  imported  from  the 
Doited  States  of  America,  shall,  upon  the  export- 
ation thereof  to  any  foreign  country,  be  entitled 
to  the  same  drawbacks  as  are  or  may  hereafter  be 
by  taw  allowed  upon  the  eiportalioo  of  goods, 
irares,  and  merchandise,  of  the  like  denomiaatlon 
iDd  description,  when  exported  to  any  foreign 
MOQiryi  aad  that  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid 
the  same  drawbacks  and  bounties  on  goods,  wares, 
tod  merchandise,  exported  from  this  kingdom  to 
the  territories  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of 
tbem,  as  arc  or  may  hereafter  be  allowed  by  Uw 
upon  the  exportatiun  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, of  the  like  denomination  or  description,  to 
any  of  the  islands,  pUntaiioD*,or  colonies,  belong- 
ing to  the  Crown  of  Oreac  Britain  in  America. 

X.  And  beitfitrther  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  allowed  and  paid  the  same  drawbacks  upon  the 
fxportatioD  of  any  sort  of  foreign  hemp,  ortbreign 
iron,  exported  from  this  kingdom  to  any  British 
toiaaj  or  plantation  in  America,  and  to  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  any 
of  them,  Ks  are  or  may  hereafter  be  allowed  by 
Uw  apon  the  exportation  of  the  like  sort  of  hemp, 
01  iron,  ID  other  foreien  parts. 

XI.  And  whereas  by  the  said  fifteenth  article 
of  the  treaty  before  mentioned  the  British  Gov- 
cnment  reserves  to  itself  the  right  of  imposing 
nch  daty  as  may  be  adequate  to  countervail  the 


American  vessels^  be  it  therefore  enacted,  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  that,  from  and  after  the  &Uh 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-eight,  there  shall  be  raised,  levied,  collect- 
ed and  paid,  to  and  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty,  his 
heirs  and  successors,  on  the  importation  into  this 


[bed,  being  of  the  growth, 
production,  or  manufacture  of  any  of  the  territo- 
ries of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  import- 
ed directly  thence  in  American  ships  or  vessels, 
owned  and  navigated,  as  by  this  act  is  required,  the 
followingaddilional  duties  ofcusioms,  that  is  tosay: 
on  the  importation  of  any  such  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  as  aforesaid,  (except  tobacco,  and 
other  articles,  for  which  provision  is  hereinafter 
made,}  an  additional  duty,  at  and  after  the  rate  of 
ten  pounds  per  centum  on  iheproduceaQdamoniLt 
of  the  several  duties  of  customs  due  and  payable 
bylaw,  on  the  importation  into  this  kingdom  <rf' 
the  like  goods  or  merchandise,  from  any  of  the 
said  United  States,  in  British  built  ships  or  ves- 
sels ;  on  the  importation  of  any  such  pig  Iron,  bar 
iron,  potash,  pearlash,  in  manner  aforeitaid,  an  ad- 
ditional duly,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  ten  pound* 
per  centum,  on  the  produce  and  amount  of  the 
several  duties  of  customs  due  and  payable  bylaw 
on  the  importation  into  this  kingdom  of  any  such 
goods  from  any  British  colony  or  planiaiion  in 
America,  when  not  accompanied  with'  the  certi- 
ficates required  by  law ;  on  the  importation,  in 
manner  aforesaid,  of  any  such  pitch,  tar,  turpen- 
ihoganv,  masts,  yards,  and  bowsprits, 
and  unmanufacturea  goods  and  merchandise  as 
aforesaid,  (wood,  staves,  and  tobacco  excepted,) 
an  additional  duty,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  ten 
ponndv  per  centum  on  the  produce  and  amount  of 
the  several  duties  of  customs  due  and  payable  by 
law  on  the  importation  of  any  such  goods  into 


kingdo 


merica;  on  the  importation  in  manner 
■foresaid,  of  any  such  unmanufactured  wood  and 
staves,  an  additional  duty,  at  and  after  the  rate  of 
ten  pounds  per  centum  on  the  produce  and  amount 
of  the  several  duties  of  customs  due  and  payable 
by  law,  on  the  importation  of  any  such  goods  into 
this  kingdom  from  any  pert  of  Europe,  not  within 
His  Majesty's  dominions,  in  British  built  ships  or 
vessels;  oo  the  importation,  io  manner  aforesaid, 
of  any  oil  made  from  Rsh,  or  creatures  living  iit 
the  lea.  and  blubber,  whale  fins,  and  spermaceti, 
being  tne  produce  of  the  fisheries  carried  oo  by 
the  people  of  the  said  United  Stale^  and  imported 
directly  from  thence  into  this  kingdom  in  Ameri- 
can ships  or  vessels,  ovrned  and  navigated  as  by 
this  act  required,  an  additional  duty,  at  and  afln 
the  rate  of  ten  pounds  per  centum,  on  the  produce 
and  amount  of  the  several  duties  of  customs  duff 
and  payable  by  law  on  the  importation  of  any 
such  goods  into  this  kingdom  from  coantries  not 
under  the  dominion  of  His  Majesty ;  on  the  im- 
portation, in  manner  aforesaid,  of  any  such  tob«c- 
imported,  an  additional  dnty  of  customs,  at 
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and  after  ibe  rate  of  one  shilliog  and  ejipoce  for 
every  huodred  nounds  weight  of  such  tobacco. 

XII.  PromJed  alioayt,  Thai  nothing  in  this  | 
«ct  coniained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  id  ex-  i 
tend,  to  charge  or  impose  ibe  duly  of  ten  pounds 
-|ier  centum  by  this  act  imposed  on  ccitain  goods 
^aod  mercbaniliae  imported  into  this  kingdom  from 
tke  said  United  Slates  in  American  ships,  on  the 
pioduce  or  amount  of  the  respective  dutten  of  five 
pounds  per  centum,  and  of  ten  pounds  per  centum, 
granted  His  Maiesuv  by  an  act  made  in  this  pre- 
sent session  of  Parliament,  entitled  "An  act  for 
granting  lo  His  Majesty  certain  duties  of  customs 
on  goods,  warea,  and  merchandise,  imported  into, 
exjiorted  from,  or  brought  and  carried  coastwise 
Within  Great  Brliaio,  except  nine,  and  except 
coals  when  brought  or  carried  coastwise ;  and  for 
applying  the  money  to  a  use  by  virtue  of  an  act. 
passed  in  the  last  sessian  of  Parliament,  entitled 
^An  act  for  the  reduction  of  tbe  drawbacks  and 
bounties  now  allowed  on  the  eiportalion  of  sugar, 
towards  defraying  the  increased  charge  occasioned 
by  any  loan  granted,  or  stock  created,  by  any  act 
or  acts  passed  in  the  laat  session  of  Parliament.'  " 

XIII.  Provided  aiwayt,  That  if  any  goods  or 
merchandise  so  imported  from  tbe  United  Slates 
of  America  shall  be  permitted,  by  virtue  of  any 
act  or  acts  of  Parliament  in  force  at  the  lime  of 
such  importation,  to  be  secured  in  warehouses, 
without  ihe  payment  of  the  duties  due  on  the  im- 
porlaiion  thereof,  then,  and  in  such  case,  the  addi- 
tional duties  of  customs,  bv  this  act  imposed,  shall 
iu>l  be  payable,  unless  and  until  such  goods  shall 
be  taken  out  of  such  warehouse  for  the  purpose  <^ 
being  used  or  consumed  in  this  kingdom. 

XFV.  Provided  alwaya,  Thai  nothing  in  ihi-t 
act  contained  shall  etiend^  or  be  constriud  to  ex- 
tend, to  repeal  or  anywise  alter  the  duties  of 
package,  scavage,  balHage,  or  portage,  ot  any  other 
duties  payable  to  ihe  mayor  and  commonalty  and 
oitizens  of  tbe  city  of  London,  or  to  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  the  said  city  for  the  lime  being,  or  to 
any  other  city  or  town  corporate  within  the  king- 
dom of  Great  Britain,  or  to  repeal,  or  anywise 
alter  any  special  privilege  or  exemption  to  which 
any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate, 
i*  or  are  now  entitled  by  law,  but  the  same  shall 
be  contined  as  heretofore. 

XV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  such  of 
the  duties  of  customs  and  excise  by  this  act  im- 
posed, as  shall  arise  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
ealled  England,  shall  be  under  tbe  managemeal 
of  the  respective  commissioners  of  the  customs 
and  excise  in  England  for  the  time  being,  and  suoh 
thereof  as  shall  arise  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
called  Scotland  shall  be  under  the  management 
pfthe  respective  commissioners  of  the  customs 
and  excise  in  Scotland  for  the  time  being. 

XVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  ihe  authority 
Cffaretaid,  That  the  duties  of  customs  and  excise) 
and  the  drawbacks  of  the  duties  of  customs  nod 
eifise  upon,  for,  or  in  respect  of  tbe  several  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise  by  this  act  impost  and 
allowed,  shall  and  may  be  respectively  managed, 
aacerlained,  raised,  levied,  collected,  answered, 
paid,  recovered,  and  allowed,  in  such  and  the  like 


and  in  or  by  any  or  either  of  the  means, 
methods  by  which  the  former  duties  of 
and  excise,  and  drawbacks  of  duties  of 
customs  and  excise  Upon  goods,  wares,  or  niw- 
chandise  in  general,  and  also  by  any  or  either  of 
the  special  means,  waya,  or  methods  respectively, 
by  which  the  former  duties  of  customs  and  excise, 
and  drawbacks  of  duties  of  customs  and  excise^ 
upon  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  of  the  same 


made  liable  to  the  payment  of  or  chargeable  i 
duties  of  customs  and  excise,  or  so  entitled  to 
drawback  of  duties  of  customs  and  excise,  upon 
the  importation  thereof  into,  or  exportatioa  there- 
of from,  Great  Britain,  or  on  any  other  aeconnt 
whatever,  shall  be  and  tbe  same  are  hereby  made 
subject  and  liable  to  all  and  every  the  coodiiions, 
regulations^  rulea,  restrictions^  and  forfeitures,  10 


ich  gooii^  wares,  or  merchandise  in  general, 
and  also  all  and  every  the  special  conditions, 
rules,  reslrictions,  regulaiions,  and  forfeitures,  re- 
spectively, to  which  the  like  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, respectively,  were  subject  aod  liable  by 
any  act  or  acts  of  Parliament  in  force  on  and  im- 
mediately before  the  passing  of  this  act  respecting 
the  revenues  of  customs  and  excise,  except  where 
any  alteration  is  expressly  made  by  this  act;  and 
all  aod  every  pain,  penalty,  fine,  or  forfeiture,  of 
any  nature  or  kind  whatever,  for  any  offence 
whatever  committed  against  or  in  breach  of  iaj 
act  or  acts  of  Parliament  in  force,  on  and  immedi- 
ately before  tbe  passing  of  this  act,  made  for  se- 
curing the  revenue  of  customs  and  excise,  or  for 
the  regulation  or  improvement  thereof,  ind  the 
several  clauses,  powers,  and  directions  therein  eon-  - 
lained  (unless  where  expressly  altered  by  this  act) 
shall  and  are  hereby  directed  and  declsted  to  ex- 
tend lo.and  shall  be  respectively  applied,practi3ed, 
and  put  in  execution  for  sod  in  respect  of,  theiere- 
ral  duties  of  customs  and  excise  and  drawbacks  of 
duties  of  customs  and  excise  hereby  charffed  and 
allowed,  in  as  full  and  ample  manner,  to  all  io* 
tents  and  purposes  whatever,  as  if  all  and  every 
the  said  aots,  clauses,  provisions,  powers,  direc- 
tions, fines,  pains,  penalties,  or  forfeitures,  were 
particulariy  repeated  and  re-enaeied  in  the  body 
of  this  act. 

XVII.  And  whereas,  by  the  said  fifteenth  ai^ 
tide  of  the  treaty  before  mentioned,  it  is  farther 
agreed  that  the  British  Government  does  reserve 
to  itself  the  right  of  imposing  on  Americsa 
vessels,  entering  into  the  Britisli  ports  in  E^ 
rope,  a  tonnage  duty  equal  to  that  which  ahtii  be 
payable  by  British  vessels  in  the  ports  of  America: 
and  whereas  it  is  thought  expedient,  for  the  pi^ 
sent,  to  exercise  the  power  reserved  in  the  said 
article  so  far  only  as  relates  to  imposing  a  too- 
nage  duly  on  American  ships  entenn;!  ine  porn 
of  His  Majesty's  domioiutis  in  Europe,  equal  M 
tbe  excess  of  the  duty  payable  in  the  ports  of  ibc 
United  States  by  British  ships,  beyond  tbatwbiea 
is  payable  by  American  ships  entering  the  same 
ports:  Be  it  Ihervfore  enaOed,   That,  from  and 
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tlUi  ibe  fifth  day  of  JftDumry,  one  thousBnd  Mien 
haadred  and  nioetf-eigbi,  thers  shall  be  raiwd, 
leTJed,  coUected,  and  p«id,  unto  and  for  the  us«  of 
HisMajetir,  hi*  heirs,  and  successors,  a  tonnage 
dtuy  It  and  after  ihe  rale  of  iwo  ubillitigs  of  good 
■nd  lawful  moDey  of  Oteal  Britain,  for  each  and 
ererf  Ion  burden  of  ertrf  ship  or  vessel  belong- 
ing 10  the  iubabitaois  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  coming  or  irriritig  within  the  limits  of 
inf  port  of  Great  Britain;  and  ihat  the  tonnueof 
every  sucb  stup  or  vessel  shall,  in  case  of  any 
doubt  or  dispute  as  to  the  same,  be  ascertained  by 
admeasUTemeol,  in  the  mode  and  manner  directed 
bj  an  act  passed  io  the  twenty-uxlh  year  of  His 

SEsent  Sdajesty's  reign,  eotiiled  "An  act  for  ibe 
rtber  increase  and  encouragement  of  shipping 
aod  navigation." 

XVIII.  Afid  be  itJurOter  enaettd  bg  the  au- 
thority afartMoid  That  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful to  and  for  any  officer  or  officers  of  His  Majes- 
ty's customsiostopand  detain  every  shipor  vessel, 
liable  to  the  pcyment  of  the  said  duty,  nntil  the 
said  duty  is  paid  as  aforesaid;  and,  in  cose  pay- 
ment thereof  shall  not  be  made  for  the  space  of 
three  calendar  mcntbs  after  the  arrival  of  such 
Bhip  or  vessel  at  any  port  in  this  kingdom,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful'to  and  for  the  commissioner* 
of  His  Majesty's  customs  in  England  and  Seot- 
Und.  respectiveljr,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them, 
to  cause  such  xhip  or  vessel,  and  her  masts,  app«- 
reL  and  furniture,  to  be  sold  publicly  to  the  Dest 
bidder,  and  the  produce  ihereoif  to  be  applied,  first, 
to  [be  charges  that  shall  arise  by  such  detention 
and  sale;  next,  to  the  said  doty  imposed  by  this 
act,  and  the  overplus  to  be  paid  to  the  proprietor 
of  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  other  person  duly  as- 
thorized  by  such  proprietor  to  receive  the  same. 

XIX.  And  be  \t  fitrOt/er  enacted  by  As  authori- 
tfi  i^oretaid  That  the  tonnage  duty  hereby  im- 
posed shall  be  paid  into  the  bands  of  the  propei 
officer  of  His  Majesty's  customs,  at  the  respective 
pons  or  places  where  snch  duly  *haU  become  doe 
and  payable,  and  sneh  doty  shall  be  under  the 
nWDagemeol  of  the  commissioners  of  His  Majes- 
ty's customs  in  England  and  Scotland,  respeet- 
ivek. 

XX.  And  to  the  intent  that  tbe  said  duty  may 
be  answered  and  p«id,  Be  it  farther  enacted  og 
the  aathority  c^hreaaid.  That  no  officer  of  Hi 
Uaiesty's  customs  whatever,  or  his  deputy,  o 
clerk,  at  any  of  the  said  ports  or  places  m  Grea. 
Britain,  where  such  duty  shall  became  dne  and 
payable,  shall,  from  and  after  (he  said  fifth  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  take  or  reeelve  any  entry  outwardn.  cocket 
or  report  ourwards,  for  any  ship  or  vessel  liable  or 
sabjeet  to  the  said  duty,  nor  shall  such  ship  or 
vessel  be  suffered  or  permitted  to  depart  from  any 
sucb  port  or  place  until  the  said  duty  shall  b« 
paid,  pursnant  to  the  directions  of  this  act^  to  tbe 
respective  ctdlectots  or  other  principal  officers  of 
His  Majesty's  customs  authorized  to  receive  the 
same,  and  until  the  respective  master  or  owner  of 
any  such  ship  or  vessel  subject  to  the  payment  of 
sQch  duty,  Bball  show  to  such  respective  officer  b 
receipt  for  the  suae. 


XXI.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  That  all  the 
moneys  from  time  to  time  arising  by  the  sevend 
new  and  additional  duties  by  this  act  imposed  as 
aforesaid,  (tbe  necessary  charges  of  raising  and 
accounting  for  tbe  same,  respectively,  excepted,) 
shall  from  time  to  time  be  paid  into  the  receipt 
of  His  Majesty's  exchequer  at  Westminster,  and 
the  said  money,  so  paid  in  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
carried  to  and  made  part  of  the  consolidated  fund. 

XXII.  And  whereas,  by  tbe  thirteenth  srtiele 
of  tbe  said  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  nari- 
gaiion,  between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  tbe 
United  Stales  of  America,  it  is,  among  other 
things,  provided,  that  the  reseels  belon^j^ng  to  the 
citizen*  of  the  United  Stales  of  America  shall  be 
admitted  and  hospitably  received  in  all  the  se»- 
poris  and  harbors  of  the  British  territories  in  the 
Kest  Indies,  and  that  the  citizens  of  the  said  Uni- 
ted States  may  freely  carry  on  a  trade  between 
the  said  territories  and  tbe  said  United  States,  in 
all  articles  of  which  the  exportation  or  importa- 
tion, respectively,  to  and  from  Ihe  said  territoriee, 
iball  not  be  entirely  prohibited :  And  Uit  farther 

provided,  Thai  the  said  iride  shall  be  carried  on 
under  the  regulations  contained  in  the  said  arti- 
cle ;  and  it  is  expresslv  agreed  that  the  vessels  of 
the  United  States  shall  not  carry  any  of  the  arti- 
cles exported  by  them  from  the  said  British  terri- 
tories to  any  port  or  place,  except  to  some  port  ot 
place  in  America,  where  the  same  shall  be  atila- 
den,  and  that  sucb  rcvulations  shall  be  adopted 
by  both  partiesusfaairfrom  time  lotimebefonnd 
necessary  to  enforce  the  due  and  faithftil  observ- 
ance of  the  above  recited  stipulation'.  Beit  then- 
fore  enacted,^  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  ships  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
State*  to  carry  on  the  said  trade  to  tbe  British 
territories  in  the  Bast  Indies,  and  to  import  into 
and  export  from  the  said  territories  all  articles  of 
which  ihe  imporution  or  exportation,  respect- 
ively, to  or  from  the  said  terntories,  shall  not  be 
entirety  prohibited,  in  the  manner,  and  with  the 
privileges  and  advantages,  and  subject  to  tbe  re- 
striction* and  regulations  contained  and  expicssad 
in  the  said  tbirieenth  article  of  the  said  treaty  of 
amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  any  law  to  the 
contrary  DolwiihsiaDdinjt ;  and,  particularly,  not- 
withstanding any  provisions  contained  in  an  act 
Sssed  in  the  twemh  year  of  the  reign  of  His  late 
Bjesty  King  Charles  the  Second,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  encouraging  and  increasing  of  ship- 
pine  and  navigation." 

XXlIi.  And  be  U  fitrther  enacted,  That  all 
--- —  ingvgements  entered  into  by  the  snhjecta 


and  taken  to  be  lawfully  done,  provided  the  same 
shall  have  been  done  or  entered  into,  since  the  final 
ratification  of  the  said  treaty  ;  aod  provided  the 
same  might  have  been  done  and  entered  inlc^ 
agreeably  to  the  slid  thirteenth  article,  any  law  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  Ihe  same slnll 
be  deemed,  and  taken  to  be,  m  all  respects,  and  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  whatweTef,  as  if  thesanM 
had  been  done,  entered  into,  or  bad  taken  plaotf, 
infaaequeDt  to  uie  passing  of  ihiiact,  any  prMiW^ 
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tion  to  the  conlnry  DOtwithstandiDg ;  and  do  peo- 
■Ity,  rorfeiiure,  or  disabiliiy,  of  any  kind  or  nature 
whatsoBTer,  slull  be  incurred  or  sued  for,  for  or 
on  accouDi  of  any  such  acit  or  engagemeDts. 

XXIV.  And  whereat,  by  the  niotb  article  of 
the  Baid  treatv,  h  was  agreed  ihaC  Brilish  aubjeci^ 
who  then  held  lauda  id  ihe  territories  of  the  laid 
United  Slates,  and  American  citizens,  who  then 
held  lands  in  the  dominion!  of  His  Majesty,  should 
continue  to  hold  them  according  to  the  nature  and 
tenure  of  ibeii  respective  States  and  titles  therein, 
and  might  grant,  sell,  or  devise  the  same  to  whnn 
che^  should  please,  in  like  manner  as  i]  they  were 
natives,  and  that  neither  they  nor  their  heirs  or  as- 
signs should.  BO  far  as  might  respect  the  said  lands, 
and  the  legal  remedies  incident  thereto,  be  regB.rd- 
ed  as  aliens  :  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  Ihe  aur 
thority  e^oretaid,  That  all  lands,  tenementSj  and 
hereditaments,  in  the  Kingdom  at  Great  Bn lain, 
or  the  territories  and  dependencies  thereto  be- 
longing,  which,  on  the  said  twenly-eightb  day  of 
October,  one  ihansand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
five,  (being  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  said  treaty  between  His  Majesty  and 
the  United  States,}  were  held  by  American  eiii- 
zena,  shall  be  held  and  enjoyed,  granted,  sold,  and 
devised,  according  to  the  stipulalions  and  agree- 
ments contained  in  the  said  article,  any  law,  eua- 
tom,  or  usage,  to  the  contrary  not  withstanding. 

X.XV.  fivvided  oLviay,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend, 
to  give  any  right,  title,  or  privil^e,  toany  person, 
not  being  a  natural  bom  subject  of  this  realm, 
which  such  person  would  nut  have  been  entitled 
to,  if  thi«  act  had  not  been  made,  other  than,  and 
except  such  rights,  titles,  and  privileges,  as  shall 
be  neeesaary  for  (he  true  and  faithful  performance 
of  the  stipulations  in  the  said  article  containetL 
aeeording  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof, 
or  to  give  to  any  person,  not  being  either  a  natu- 
ral born  subject  of  this  realm,  or  a  citizen  of  the 
■aid  United  States,  any  right,  title,  or  privilege,  to 
which  such  person  would  not  have  been  entitled 
if  this  act  had  not  been  made, 

XXVI.  And  whereas  by  the  said  treaty  it  is 
farther  agreed,  that  His  Majesty  and  the  United 
Slates,  on  mutual  lequisiiiona  by  them  respect- 
ively, or  by  their  respective  Ministers  or  officers 
authorized  to  make  the  same,  will  deliver  up  to 

J'ustice  all  persons  who,  being  charged  with  mur- 
ler  or  forgery  committed  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  either,  shall  seek  an  asylum  within  any  of  the 
Muntties  of  the  other,  provided  that  this  shall 
only  be  done  on  such  evidence  of  criminalitj'  as. 
according  the  laws  of  the  place  where  the  fugitive 
or  person  so  charged  shall  be  found,  would  justify  his 
apprehenition  and  commitment  for  trial,  if  the  of- 
fence had  there  been  committed,  and  that  Ihe  ex- 
jwnse  of  such  apprehension  and  delivery  shall  be 
Dorne  and  defrayed  t^  those  who  make  the  requi- 
aition,  and  receive  the  fugitive  :  Be  U  enacted  by 
the  avthority  qforeaaid^  That  in  case  requisition 
ahall  at  any  time  be  made,  in  pursuance  of,  and 
according  ttxthe  said  article,  for  the  delivery  of 
any  peraon  cbarged  with  murder  or  forgery,  com- 
mitted within  the  jnriadictioo  of  the  said  United 


Slates,  it  shall  he  lawful  for  one  ofHis  Majestv't 

£rincipal  Secretaries  of  State,  by  warrant  nnoer 
is  hand  and  seal,  to  signify  that  such  requisitioD 
has  been  so  made,and  to  require  all  justices  of  the 
peace,  and  other  magistrates  and  officers  of  justice, 
to  govern  themselves  accordingly,  and  to  be  aid- 
ing and  assisting  in  apprehending  the  person  so 
charged,  and  committing  snch  person,  for  the  por- 
poee  of  being  delivered  up  to  justice,  according  to 
the  provisions  in  the  said  article ;  and  iherenpMi 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  justice  of  the  peace,  or 
other  person  havins  power  to  commit  for  trial 
persons  charged  with  offences  against  the  laws  of 
this  Kingdom,  to  examine,  upon  oath,  any  person 
or  persons  touching  the  truth  of  such  charee,  and 
up>an  such  evidence  as,  according  to  ihehwaof 
this  Kingdom,  would  justify  the  apprehension  and 
commitment  for  trial  of  the  person  so  charged,  if 
the  offence  wherewith  he  shall  be  so  charged  had 
been  committed  in  this  Kingdom  ;  and  It  shall  be 
lawful  for  such  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  per- 
sons having  power  to  commit,  as  aforesaid,  to  com- 
mit the  person  so  charged  to  His  Majesty's  jail, 
there  to  remain  until  deuvered  pursuant  to  such  re- 
quisition, as  aforesaid,  and  thereupon  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  one  of  Hts  Majesty's  Secretaries  of 
State,  by  warrant  nnder  his  hand  and  aeaI,loard<i 
the  person  so  committed  to  be  delivered  to  such 
person  or  persons  as  shall  be  authorized  by  the 
said  United  States  loreceive  the  person  so  commit-  ' 
ted,  and  convey  such  person  to  the  dominions  of 
the  said  United  Slates,  to  be  tried  for  the  offence 
with  which  such  person  shall  be  so  charged  ;  and, 
if  the  person  so  charged  shall  escape  out  of  any 
custody  to  which  he  shall  be  committed  as  arnie- 
said,  it  shall  he  lawful  to  retake  such  person  ia 
the  same  manner  as  any  person  eharged  with  any 
offence  against  the  laws  of  this  Kinplom  may  be 
retaken  upon  an  escape,  so  that  such  person  so 
charged  as  aforesaid,  may  he  effectually  delivered 
up  to  justice,  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  said  article  of  the  aaid  treaty. 

XXVU.  And  he  U  Jiirther  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  so  lone  as  the  nid 
treaty  between  His  Hajestjr  nod  the  United  Slates 
of  America  shell  continue  in  force,  and  no  longer. 


\Tke  foUowhig  documoita,  eipttnatnj  of  Ae  Treaty 
with  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  acta  of  Parliament 
laid  bebn  Congresi  b;  Ihe  prsoMlliig  Meoagt,  *n 
added  to  Ihoae  eoTBmnnicaled  hy  the  PrtBdenL] 

Afr.  King  to  ihe  Secretary  of  State. 

London,  June  13, 1797. 
Sib  :  I  had  the  honor  to  state  to  yon,  in  a  for- 
mer letter,  that  a  hill  was  soon  to  he  brought  into 
Parliament,  making  the  commercial  provisioas 
required  by  our  treaty.  Such  a  bill  has  been  in- 
troduced into  the  House  of  Commons;  aod,u 
abstract  of  it  having  been  sent  to  me  from  Lord 
Otenville's  office,  I  bent  his  Lordship  a  note,  with 
sundry  observBlionsupon  the  regulations  proposed 
to  he  esiablished  concerning  our  trade  and  navi^ 
tion,  and  requesting  his  Lordship  to  confer  wilk 
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me  DWHi  ihe  subject  before  ihe  bill  should  be  dis' 
ctusca  in  the  Hoase  of  Commons. 

I  enclose  n  copy  of  (he  abstract,  note,  and  re- 
surb.  In  utj  cooference  with  Lord  Qrenville, 
I  briefly  reCBjiitulated  the  objectioos  which  b&d 
Declined  against  the  provision  of  the  bill.  His 
Lordship  receiTed  them  with  great  candor,  and 
obsKrrea  thai  the  details  of  the  treaty,  as  well 
u  the  proposed  regulations,  being  out  of  his 
mind,  he  could  not  speak  with  cotifidence,  or 
coDclusiTely^  respecting  them,  that,  in  respect  to 
ibe  requisition  that  oar  ships  trading  to  Great 
Britain  should  be  American  built,  or  prize  Teasels, 
ud  navinted  by  at  least  three-four ihs  American 
teamen,  he  said  it  was  conformable  to  the  analo- 
gou)  provisions  in  all  former  cases,  and  that  this 
prorision  existed  under  the  commercial  treaty 
with  France,  concluded  in  1786.  I  observed  that 
it  WS9  impracticable  to  discriminate,  in  certain 
cases,  American  built  from  forei^ro  built  ships, 
liace  all  vessels  owned  oh  a  certain  day,  in  the 
ytar  17B9,  had  been  registered  as  American  ships : 
thai,  though  the  greatest  part,  indeed,  nearly  all 
of  these  ships  were  American  huili,  yel  there  were 
1  few  foreiKD  built,  and  that  a  discn  mi  nation  was 
imprtcticaBle.  His  Lordship  replied  that  he  did 
not  imagine  that,  in  practice,  there  would  b«  any 
diScaliy  experienced  from  this  regulation.  I  re- 
peated, in  detail,  (he  obieciiooi  to  the  bill,  on  ac- 
caaDt  of  the  omission  of  a  revision  corresponding 
vilh  that  part  of  the  fifteenth  atticle  of  the  treaty 
vliich  it  has  been  supposed  authorizes  us  to  im- 
parl into  Great  Britain,  in  American  vessels,  the 
Koductions  of  every  country,  without  bein^  con- 
ledto  those  of  America;  I  said  the  article,  in 
lliti  respect,  was  in  the  face  of  the  navigation  act, 
bat  that  we  could  understand  it  in  no  other  light. 
His  Lordship  answered  that  he  could  not,  at  that 
time,  make  any  reply  on  that  point,  hut  expected 
Terv  soon  to  be  able  fully  to  discuss  it. 

His  remarks  respecting  the  countervailing  duty 
vere  of  a  similar  nature.  He  said  (ney  were  de- 
■irous  of  preserving  the  present  footing  of  the  trade, 
ufarasihey  could  consistently  with  their  treaties 
with  other  nations,  and  that  he  believed  that  the 
miitioDs  would  be  very  immaterial ;  that  a  table 
*>s  preparing  which  would  exhibit,  at  one  view, 
the  present  footing  of  the  trade,  and  likewise  the 
ririaiions  that  wontd  take  place  fay  the  imposition 
of  the  countervailing  duty ;  that,  till  such  a  view 
ms  before  himj  he  could  not,  wiiii  any  advantage, 
ipeak  concerning  the  ma'nner  of  executing  the 
tight  reserved  to  them  by  the  treaty. 

His  Lordship  said  there  was  a  distinction  he- 
tveea  the  light  money  collected  in  Ensland,  and 
■he tonnage  duty  levied  in  America;  tne  former 
'**»  private  properly,  and  (he  latter  was  a  public 
It^eane ;  besides,  that  the  British  lights  were  use- 
ful lo  onr  commerce,  not  only  with  England,  but 


also  with  other  neighboring  nations,  while  out  , 
lights  were  of  advanta^re  only  in  our  trade. 

I  replied  that  the  object  of  the  parties  was,  to 
give  an  e<^ual  and  fait  competition  to  their  re- 
spective ships  in  their  trade  with  each  other  i  that 
it  wan  of  no  importance,  and,  in  reference  (o  that 
equality,  that  there  was  no  difference  whether  the 
imposition  was  for  private  or  public  purposes.  Not 
did  wemaiotain  our  light-houses  at  less  expense 
from  the  circumstance  of  their  being,  from  our 
local  position,  almost  exclusively  beneficial  to  the 
ships  that  resorted  to  our  ports ;  that  the  right, 
unaer  (he  treaty,  to  impose  a  tonnage  duty  oa 
American  ships,  must  be  decided  by  the  fact  whe- 
ther British  ships,  resorting  to  the  American  ports, 
now  pay  a  greater  duty  per  ton  than  American 
ships  pay  which  resort  to  British  ports. 
'  Lord  Grenville  said,  that  in  the  equalization  of 
tonnage  duties,  under  former  treaties,  the  light 
duties  had  never  been  included  in  (be  eompensa-- 
tion,  and  that  it  might  affect  their  whole  system 
to  consider  them  as  a  nrsnch  of  their  public  revenue 

I  replied  that,  in  order  that  their  system  might 
not  he  disturbed,  perhaps  it  miahl  be  agreed  that 
they  should  impose  the  proposed  duty  of  two  shil- 
lings sterling  per  (on  on  American  vessels,  to  bal- 
ance the  dinerence  of  tonnage  duties  in  the  Ame- 
rican ports ;  and  that  we  should  impose  two  shil- 
lings sterling  per  ton  on  British  shi^  to  balance 
(be  difference  of  light  money  in  the  British  ports. 
Lord  Orenville  answered,  ihal  the  subject  wat 
not  then  so  distinctly  in  his  possession  as  lo  enable 
him  to  pursue'  the  conversation  wiib  advantage. 

Concerning  the  India  trade  bis  Lorduhip  said 
that  he  saw  no  objection  to  insert  a  clause  in  the 
bill,  or  to  introduce  a  new  bill,giving  (o  the  India 
company  a  right  to  permit  the  American  ships  to 
take  freisbts  from  India  to  China,  and  likewise 


that  it  was  likewise  proper  that  the  bill  should 
contain  a  clause,  making  valid  insurances  on  Ame- 
rican ships,  which  had  been  made  in  England 
since  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty.  In  respect  to 
the  doubt  which  has  been  started  in  the  case  of 
the  American  sbip  Argonaut,  Collect,  master, 
whether  Ihe  trade  from  America  to  the  British 
territories  in  India  must  not  be  direct,  Lord  Oren- 
ville laid  he  did  not  think  there  would  be  any 
difficulty  on  that  point  Our  conference  ended 
with  Lord  Qrenville  nying  that,  as  soon  as  he 
should  receive  the  necessary  information  and  doc-  ' 
uments  on  this  subject,  he  would  converse  with 
me  further. 

1  ought  to  observe  to  you  that  no  certain  infer- 
ence results  from  this  conversation  ;  Lord  Qren- 
ville having  commenced  it  by  saving  that  he  was 
not  prepared  to  speak  conclusively  on  any  point. 

With  perlect  respect,  Ac.,    RUFU8  KINQ. 
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AB8THACT. 

Section  1.  Aay  goods,  wares,  uid  mercluin- 
dise,  ihe  produce  aod  manufacture  of  the  United 
States,  which  are  not  prohibiled  by  law  to  be  im- 
ported from  foreigD  countries,  mar  ^  imported 
diieetiy  into  this  Kia^dom,  subject  to  the  duties 
hereafter  meDliooed,  in  Americaa  built  ships,  or 
AmeticflD  prize  ships,  owned  by  the  subjects  of 
the  said  United  Stales,  and  navigated  by  a  master 
uid  ^ree-foorths  at  least  Americans. 


3.  American  produce  or  manufactures,  (except 
•a  hereafter  enumerated,)  to  pay  the  same  duties 
of  customs  and  excise  as  if  imported  from  any 
other  foreign  country  in  British  snips.  And  where 
different  duties  are  imposed  upon  importation  from 
different  foreign  countries,  then  upon  the  lowest 
of  such  duties  in  tables  A,  D,  and  F,  in  the  con- 
aoIidatioQ  act.  If  imported  in  American  ships, 
,  then  subject  also  to  the  countervailing  duties  im- 
posed by  ibis  act. 

3.  Pig  iron,  bar  iron,  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  rosin, 
potash,  pearlash,  masU,  yards,  bowsprits,  and  un- 
mannfac lured  wood  and  staves,  imparted,  without 
■Df  certificate,  to  pay  die  same  duties  as  if  im- 
ported in  Britisb-built  ships,  from  the  Britisli 
Flautaiioos,  with  certificates  subject,  also,  if  im- 

S Dried  in  American  ships,  to  the  counterTailing 
atjes  imposed  by  (his  act. 

4.  Oil,  nlnbber,  whale  fins,  and  spermaceii,  may 
be  imported  on  the  same  daties  as  if  imported  in 
British-buili  ships  from  foreign  countries,  suhieet 
likewise  to  the  couoterTaiJiiig  duties  imposed  by 
this  act. 


HBMiiaKB. 

Section  1.  The  ships  belonging  to  the  peopl* 
and  inhabitants  of  the  United  Stales  consist  of 
American  built  and  forei^  built  ships.  This 
section  establishes  a  discrimination.  Americu 
built  ships,  belonsing  to  Americans,  may  trade  to 
Oreat  Britain ;  ships  not  built  in  America,  though 
owned  by  Americans,  may  not  trade  to  Great 
Britain  unless  they  are  prize  ships.  It  is  not 
plain  that  Ihe  treaty  permits  this  discrimination 
to  be  made.  The  expressions  in  the  14[h  ar- 
ticle are,  "  the  people  and  inhabitants  of  the  two  I 
countries,  respectively,  shall  have  liberty  freely  ' 
and  securely,  ix.,  to  come  with  their  shim  and  { 
cargoes  to  the  lands,  cities,  ic.,  within  the  aomin- 
ions  and  territories  aforesaid,  to  enter  into  the  | 
same,  &C.,  subject  as  to'  what  respects  this  article 
to  the  laws  of  the  respective  countriei.7  This  , 
limitation  is  supposed  to  regard  the  prohihilioa  of 
and  the  duties  upon,  particular  commodities,  and  , 
not  to  refer  to  the  quality  of  the  ships,  nor  the 
manner  in  whFch  they  shall  be  navigated,  whe- 
ther navigated  by  subjects  or  foreigners.  The 
section  seems  to  be  iiable  to  objection,  not  only  on 
account  of  the  discriminaiiou  of  native  built  from 
foreign  built  ships,  but  also  in  respect  to  the  regu- 
lation that  three-fourths  of  the  crew  of  Americ»n 
ships  should  be  Americans — regulations  adopted 
by  Oreat  Britain,  in  their  system,  but  not  required 
by  Ihe  United  States.  A  third  objection  to  the 
section  is,  that  it  confines  the  American  trade  wiih 
Great  Britain  to  goods,  wares,  and  merchniidise, 
of  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  the  Uoiied 
States,  contrary  to  «  clause  of  the  15th  irlide  of 
the  treaty,  that  permits  the  importfition,  by  Ame- 
rican vessel^  of  any  article  (wnether  the  produc- 
tion or  manufacture  of  the  United  Slates  or  other- 
wise) that  nhy  be  imported  by  the  ships  of  any 
other  country. 

Sectionb  S,  3^  4,  5,  6,  7,  8.  These  seciioni  ap- 
pear to  change,  in  several  instances,  the  foalmg 
on  which  the  American  trade  now  stands;  and 
this  to  its  disadvantage.  At  ihi.*  lime  any  ua- 
manufaclured  goods  and  merchandises,  the  im- 
portation of  which  is  not  prohibited  by  law,  (ex- 
cept tobacco,  fish  oil,  whale  fins,  and  spermsceti, 
which  are  subject  to  other  regulations,)  and  aoy 
pig  iron,  bar  iron,  pitch,  car,  turpentine  rosio,  pot- 
ash, pearlash,  indigo,  masts,  vards,  and  bowspnti, 
the  growth  or  production  of^  the  United  Slates, 
nuy  ne  imported  on  the  footing  specified  in  the 
third  section.  All  other  soods  and  merchaudist, 
(except  tobacco,  snufi^  and  rice,)  not  above  enu- 
merated ;  and  also  fish  oil,  whale  fins,  and  sperma- 
ceti ;  being  of  the  growth,  production,  or  manu- 
facture of  the  United  States,  may  be  imported  on 
the  footing  specified  in  the  second  section. 

Tobacco,  snuff,  and  rice,  will  remain  upon  the 
same  footing  on  which  they  now  stand. 

These  changes  will  yield  little  or  no  advantage 
to  the  British  revenue ;  they  vill  affect,  disadvao- 
tageonsly,  the  coarse  of  business  which,  frwn 
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5.  Tobacco  ouy  be  imported  an  tbe  same  du-  practice,  has  become,  in  some  degree,  hRbitual; 
lies  as  from  a  British  coiooy ;  and  snuS  upon  ihe  tbcf  regard  a  subject  of  detail  and  iatricacj  in 
ame  dntf  as  wben  imported  from  Kutope,  sub-  which  alierations,  for  slight  causes,  should  be 
j«et  to  tbe  regnlatiooi  of  the  29tb  Qeorge  III^  avoided;  they,  moreorer,  aSbrd  occasion  for  mis- 
aad  30tb  George  III.,  and  to  tbe  couDterTailiog  represestatiOD  and  miBunderstandiogs ;  added  to 
daty.  which,  the  eartr  period  at  which  the  commercial 

6l  Rice  may  be  landed  aod  warehoused  upon  legulatioo*  of  the  treaty  must  again  codae  under 
payioK  8d.  lhecwt.,and  giving  bond  for  the  re-  eiamiaation,  and  the  malnal  interest  of  thepar- 
mainder  of  the  duties  within  eighteen  months:  ties  that  the  most  impariial  and  liberal  views 
Provided  that,  in  the  port  of  London,  and  other  should  prevail  on  that  occastoD,  may  lead,  at  least, 
eouiaer«i«d  ports,  it  may  be  landed  and  ware-  tp  a  doubt  whether  any  change  of  the  existing 
housed  without  pa)[tn^  any  duty,  with  libeiiy  to  state  of  the  trade  between  Oreai  Britain  and  tha 
export  the  same  withm  eighteen  months;  or,  if  United  States,  will  be  a  measure  of  prudence,  in 
taken  out  for  home  coosumplion,  upon  paying  the  reference  to  future  and  more  important  arrange- 
doty  pa^ble  thereon.  nwnti  on  that  subject. 

A  a.ving  of  the  temporary  provision  bill,  which 
admits  certain  articles  duty  free. 

7.  Ooodi,  &c.,  exported  from  the  United  Sutea, 
entitled  to  the  same  drawbacks,  wben  exported 
ttcaa  Great  Bntaia  to  any  foreign  country,  as  tbe 
like  gaoda  are  entitled  to  on  exportation  to  any 
other  foreign  eonntry,  by  law ;  and  soods  exported 
to  the  United  Slates,  entitled  to  the  same  draw- 
baeki  and  boontici  as  if  exported  to  the  British 

8.  Tbe  same  drawback  upon  the  exportation  of 
fbreien  hemp  and  iron  lo  any  British  colonv,  or  to 
the  United  States,  as  is  now,  or  ma^  herealter  be. 
allowed  by  law,  upon  the  exportation  thereof  to 
other  foreign  ports. 

9.  Prom  and  after  the  5th  of  January,  1798,  Sections  9  to  20  both  inclusive.  Tbeae  sac- 
goods,  &&,  the  growth,  produce,  or  maoiifactnre  tioos  are  liable  to  objections ;  the  right  to  impose 
of  the  United  Stales  of  America,  imported  into    a  countervailing  duty  is  clear  ;  the  policy,  under 


this  country,  directly  from   the  said  Stales,  in  existing  circumstances,  of  exercising  this  right, 

American  ships,  to  be  subject  to  the  following  merits,  perhaps,  consideration. 

additional  duties  of  customs,  viz ;  Most  of  the  commodities  imported  into  Oieat 

10.  All  goods,  dbc,  except  tobacco  and  other  Britain  by  American  ships  are  raw  materials,  and 
articles  for  which  proviaioo  is  made  hereafter,  ten  of  importance  to  the  manufactures,  to  the  naviga- 
per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  duties  of  customs,  lion,  and  to  the  marine  of  England ;  the  policy  of 

e.yable  on  such  articles  wben  imported  from  the  England  has  hitherto  been,  to  obtain  these  ani- 

□iled  Slates  in  British  ships.  cles  In  the  cheapest  and  most  easy  manner:  this 

11.  Pig  iron,  bar  iron,  pot  and  pearl  ash,  ten  countervailing  duty,  though  disadvantageous  to 
per  eait.,  on  tbe  amount  of  the  duties  of  customs  tbe  American,  will  enhance  the  price  of  rawma- 

Srable  on  the  said  articles  imported  from  any  terials  |o  the  manufacturer  of  EogUnd;  it  will 

itish  colony  or  plantation  in  America,  wben  also  chanse  the  preaent  footing  of  the  American 

not  accompanied  with  the  certificates  required  trade,  ana  be  liable  to  the  inconveniences  that 

by  law.  may  arise  from  such  cbange. 

IS.  Pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  rosin,  masts,  yards,  Besides,  the  object  whic^  alone  can  be  in  view 
and  bowsprits,  ten  per  cent.,  on  the  amount  of  the  in  the  imposiiion  of  this  countervailing  lax,  may 
custom  duties  payal)le  on  these  articles  when  im-  be  defeated,  after  the  exinratioQ  of  two  years  sub- 
ported  from  any  British  colony  or  plantation  in  sequent  to  the  peace :  it  is  only  for  that  term  that 
America.  the  American  Government  are  restrained  from 

13.  Un manufactured  wood  and  staves,  ten  per  increasing  the  existing  difference  of  duties  on 
cent,  on  the  duties  of  customs  payable  on  such  goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in  Ameri- 
goodK  imported  from  any  part  of  Europe  not  can  and  British  ships;  tbe  British  Oovernment 
within  His  Majesty's  domains,  in  British  ships.  can  countervail  only  tbe  now  existing  difference ; 

14.  Oil,  blubber,  whale  fios,  aod  spermaceti,  tbe  the  American  Government  cannot  increase  this 
produce  of  American  fisheries,  ten  per  cent,  on  differenceat  any  lime  before  tbe  expiration  of  two 
Ihe  duties  of  customs  payable  on  the  like  articles,  years  after  the  peace;  but,  afterwards,  they  may 
oa  importation  from  countries  not  under  the  do-  increase  the  diff^eoce;  and  the  British  Govem- 
minion  of  His  Majesty.  ment  will  have  no  right  to  countervail  sucb  aiw- 

15.  Tobacco,  ISd.  per  hundred  lbs.  weight.  mentation.    It  may  be  added  that,  admitting  the 

16.  This  act  not  to  be  construed  lo  impose  this  policy  to  be  as  clear  as  the  right^  still  it  is  not  ob- 
additional  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  duties  of  vious  that  the  manner  of  imposing  this  counter- 
five  per  cent.,  and  ten  per  ctat.  granted  to  His  vailing  duty  is  warranted  by  the  treaty.  The 
Majesty,  by  an  act  of  tM  present  session,  on  cer-  right  reserved,  is  to  coontervail,  by  an  adequate 
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Mia  gooda  (except  wine  and  coals)  pxi>oned  from,  duly,  ibc  difference  of  duty  payable  on  ^ds  in- 
ot  brought,  and  ctrried  coastwise  within  Great  ported  ioio  the  United  Stales  by  American  and 
BritaiD.  British  ships:    the  thing  to  be  cottDterraiJed  is 

17.  This  additional  duty  often  per  cent,  not  to  not  a^ren  sum,  but  a  ratiOj  or  proponion;  the 
be  paid  on  goods  permitted  to  be  imported  from  rule  is  simple,  and  its  application  should  be  to 
the  UniteS  States,  to  be  warehouse*^  until,  and  likewise.  iDstead  of  imposing  ten  per  ceoL  upon 
unless,  such  goods  are  taken  out  of  the  warehouse  the  duties  payable  on  American  goods  imported 
to  be  consumed  in  this  Kingdom.  from  America  in  British  shios,  which  it  is  coa- 

18.  This  act  not  to  exempt  from  duty  any  arii-  ceived  would  be  «  rule  in  itutf  simple,  as  well  as 
cles  in  American  ships,  wbicb,  by  any  law  now  simple  in  its  operation,  these  sectiotu,  in  some 
in  force,  may  be  imported  without  payment  of  cases,  impose  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  duties  pay- 
duty  only  upon  condition  of  their  being  brought  able  on  goods  imported  from  the  United  Sittei 
in  Britisn  ships,  uuleis  sach  goods  are  particular-  by  Briiisn  ships ;  in  others,  ten  per  cent,  upon  the 
ly  exempted  from  duty  by  this  act.  duties  payable  on  similar  goods  imported  from 

19.  Proviso  to  sare  the  duties  of  package,  icaT-  British  colonies,  without  certain  certiScatesj  in 
ag&  balUa ge,  or  porterage,  or  other  duties  payable  others,  ten  per  cent  upon  the  duties  payable  on  sim- 
to  tne  city  of  London^  or  other  corporation,  and  ilargoods  imported  from  Britishcolomesiiaotbers, 
to  sare  also  special  pnrilc^^es  and  ezempiions  be-  including  certain  articles  of  wood,  the  duty  on 
longioK  to  any  priraie  persons  or  bodies  politic.       which  will  amount  to  a  prohibition,  ten  per  cent 

20.  AH  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  placed  on  the  duties  payable  on  similar  goods  imported 
under  the  respec  tire  Commissioners  of  Excise  and  in  British  ships  from  any  part  of  Surope,  not  un- 
Cnstoms  in  England  or  Scotland.  All  these  du-  der  tbe  British  dominious ;  in  othen,  including 
lies  and  drawbacks  as  well  as  all  penalties  and  the  important  article  offish  oil,  already  subject  to 
forfeitures  arising  from  this  act,  suDJected  to  the  a  rery  heavy  duty,  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  duties 
rules  and  regulations  already  provided  by  law  in  payableon  similar  goods  imported  from  countries 
auch  cases  respectirelyi  not  under  the  British  dominions ;  and,  in  the  case 

of  tobacco,  a  specific  sum,  not  a  proportion  of 
duty,  of  ISd.  per  hundred. 

It  IS  possible  that  this  mode  of  executing  the 
countervailing  right  may  be  the  least  burdensome 
to  the  American  commerce  ;  but,  as  tbe  standards 
referred  to  are  various  and  unknown,  it  maybe, 
likewise,  that  this  manner  of  executing  the  right 
will  be  found  to  he  injurious;  it  seems  certain 
that  it  will  be  obscure  to  the  Aroericana.  Besides 
a  jdain,  simple,  as  well  as  an  equit.ible  mode  of 
! : —  .i . :i: 1_.,.  — „  bedevised. 


of  the  partieii,  ohscnre,  complex,  and  concerniog 
the  equity  of^  which  it  can  only  be  an  aflairof 


conjecture. 


31.  A  tonnage  duty  of  S«.  to  be  paid  by  Ameri-  Sections  21,  22,  23.  These  sections  propose  to 
can  ships  arriving  in  Great  Britain,  such  tonnage  levy  2a.  per  ton  on  American  ships,  under  that 
to  be  ascertained  by  admeasurement,  according  to  clause  of  the  15th  article  of  the  treaty  resetving 
■Utntes  36th  George  III.,  oh.  60.  to  Great  Briiaio  a  right  to  impose,  on  Americau 

22.  Officers  of  tne  customs  may  detain  ships,  vessels  in  Europe,  a  tonnase  duty,  to  equal  that 
and,  after  the  space  of  three  months,  such  ships  impost  on  British  vesselswiinin  the  United  States. 
may  be  sold  for  payins  such  tonnage  duty.  The  object  of  the  treaty  was  lo  put  upon  an  equal 

23.  The  produce  of  such  tonnage  duties  to  be  footing  the  ships  of  the  two  countries  in  their 
under  the  mattaEement  of  the  Commissioners  of  trade  and  intercourse  with  each  other.  This  was 
the  Customs  in  England  and  Scotland  ;  and  no  equitable;  and  if  a  difference  of  imposition  exist, 
■neb  ship  is  to  be  suffered  to  clear  out  until  the  it  should  be  countervailed  ;  the  propriety  of  the 
master  Ehall  have  produced  a  receipt  for  the  pay  tax,  then,  depends  on  the  fact,  whether  British 
ment  of  the  tonnage  duty.  .  veuels,  trading  to  the  American  ports,  do  pay 

higher  tonnage  duties  than  American  vessels, 
trading  to  British  ports,  pay ;  the  coast  of  Ameri- 
ea  is  very  extensive;  and,  from  one  exiretne  lo 
the  other,  is  lighted  at  a  great  expense ;  there  is 
no  duty  or  tax  collected  from  ships  under  the 
name  of  light  money ;  the  only  tax  or  duty  a 
called  a  tonnage  duty,  which  amounts  to  2r.  3d. 
sterling  per  ton  on  foreign  ships ;  this  tax,  togeth- 
er with  one  of  the  same  denomination,  but  less  iit 
amount,  paid  by  American  ihipa,  is  paid  witb  all 
other  taxes  into  the  General  Treasury,  and  suods 
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24.  Money  KrUiii^  from  the  doties  imposed  by 


ip|H'oprialed,  ia  common  with  them,  for  ihe  pay- 
mcDl  of  aaauilies,  and  the  vatious  objects  oC  pub- 
lic expenditure,  iocludiag  tb«  builJiiig  and  sup- 
port of  lighi-hoiMeB,  beacons,  buoys,  dbc.  In  the 
ports  of  Great  Britain  ibe  dutie*  paid  on  the  ton- 
na^  of  foreign  shi|M,  for  ligbt  moDey,  and  otber 
objects,  vary ;  and,  indeed,  from  the  rights  of  dif- 
ferent cities  and  corporations  it  is  oat  easy  to  as- 
certain, with  precision,  the  extent  of  these  de- 
mands upon  foreigners  in  their  commerce  with 
Oreat  Britain.  In  Lirerpool  and  Bristol,  as  well 
as  in  London,  there  ate  taxev,  incident  to  naviga- 
tion, which  are  levied  in  «  double  or  aome  in- 
creased ratio  npon  foreign  ships ;  in  ail  cases  the 
British  light  money  is  double  upon  foreign  ships. 
Thelightsof  St.  Qeorge's  channel,  oa  foreign  ships, 
amonni  to  lOd.  per  ton:  in  the  English  channeL 
to  2f.  4d.  per  ton  i  and  the  Notlhera  lights,  to  Bid. 
per  ton  ;  and  American  shnis,  touching  for  orders, 
and  bound  up  channel  as  far  as  Amsterdam,  pay 
all  the  ehtanel  lights  ;  and  if  to  the  northward  of 
Amsterdam,  they  pay  the  channel  and  northern 
lights;  and  it  is  understood  that  this  dutv  is  ex- 
acted for  the  passage,  up  and  down,  wbetner  the 
vessel  returns  down  cDannel,  goes  north-about,  or 
never  returns.  Thus,  on  an  Aruericmn  vessel  of 
200  tons  burden,  the  duly<  for  channel  lights  is 
£23  6(.  8d.,  and  for  northern  lights  £7  1*.  Sd., 
making  £30  St.  4d. ;  which,  taken  for  both  pas- 
sage* up  and  down;  makes  £60  16*.  8d^  or  6(.  Id. 
per  ton.  If  the  American  ship  f^lls  into.  8L 
Oeorge's  chiDiiel,aiid  afterwards  pursues  her  voy- 
age up  the  English  channel,  which  is  not  uncom- 
mon, she  pays  Tor  the  lights  in  St.  George's  chan- 
nel, which  amount  to  lOd.  per  ton ;  which,  added 
to  6*.  lei.  gives  a  tonnage  duty  of  6«.  lid.  paid  by 
American  ships,  and  amountiog,  on  a  ship  of  200 
tons,  to  £69  3>.  4d.  which  is  £34  11«.  8d.  more 
than  is  paid  by  a  British  ship  of  the  same  ton- 
nage :  Provided  that  British  ships  pay  for  the  pas- 
sage, upand  down,  otherwise  the  difference  against 
the  American  ship  will  be  £49  19t.  lOd. 


:  to  be  paid  into  the  Bxcheqne 
part  of  tne  consolidated  fund. 
Lands 


this 


25.  Lands,  Ae^  holden  by  American  citizens 
on  the  28th  of  October,  179&,  shall  be  enjoyed, 
granted,  Ae.,  according  to  the  stipnlatrons  «nd 
agreements  in  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty. 

26.  Proviso,  that  this  shall  not  extend  to  give 
to  persons,  not  being  natural  born  subject^  other 
privileges,  dbe.,  than  such  as  are  necessary  for  the 
lorMoing  purpose. 

27.  In  case  of  requisilion,  according  to  the  27th 
article  of  the  treaty,  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of. 
Stale  is  to  require  Justices  of  the  peaca,  Ac.,  to 
apprehend  persons  charged  with  murder  or  forg- 
ery, committed  within  the  United  States,  and  to 
proceed  in  tbe  examination,  and  commit  to  jail 
the  same  as  if  such  crime  had  been  committed  in 
this  kingdom ;  and  to  order  the  persons  so  appre- 
hended and  committed  lobe  delivered  to  any  jter- 
Bon  authorized  from  the  United  Sutee  to  receive 
them  into  custody. 


Or  thus :  A  British  and  Americao  ship,  for  the 
advantage  of  ^1  the  lights  on  the  American  coaat, 
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in  their  inward  and  outwsrd  passage,  paj'  a  Ion- 
aige  duty,  viz : 

A  BriiJth  shiporBOO  toni    -    St'g,  £S2  10*. 

Ad  American,  of  like  tonnage,      -       2  10 

Difference  -  -  .  -     £go  po 

A  British  and  American  ship  for  the  adriuta^ 
of  the  IJKhU  in  8t  George's  Channel,  the  Bagltih 
Chann^  and  for  the  Northern  Lights,  pay  *  lon- 
nage  duty,  viz : 

British  ship  of  SOO  tons,  for  a  sin- 
gle passage      -  -  -£19  7s,  ed 
Amencan  ship,  of  the  same  ton- 
nage, double  passage  -            -    69    3    4 

£19  15  to 


Or,  if  the  British  ship  pays  two,  or  double  pat- 
(age*,  iben  thus : 

British  ship      -  -  -  je34  lis.  8d. 

American  do.    -  -  -     69    3    4 


Difference        -  -  -  £34  11     S 

This  is  staling  the  qnestioD  in  the  slroofetl 
DUnner  agaiott  the  American  ships.  If,  instead 
thereof,  an  averase  statement  could  be  made,  es- 
pecially if.  in  addition  to  the  heaTv  tax  for  the 
support  of  lighia  which  foreign  snips  pay,  the 
local  and  corporate  duties  are  taken  into  the  ac- 
count, it  is  confidently  believed  that  a  result  would 
appear  unfavorable  (if  not  in  the  extreme  sbore 
slated)  to  the  American  navigation.  The  con- 
duaionis  against  the  proposed  tonnage  duty  of  2s. 
'     D  vessels.    It  is  true  (bat  few 


This  may  be  latisfactorily  accouaied  for,  withoat 

recourse  to  an  opinion  that  it  proceeds  from  the 

tonnage  duty  imposed  by  the  United  Slates. 

38.  Ameriean  ship*  may  trade  to  and  from  the        Sec.  38.  The  Amerioaa  cargoes  for  ihe  India 

British  territories  in  the  Bast  Indies,  subject  to  the    market  consist  of  wines,  usually  taken  on  board  is 

reitric[ ions  contained  in  the  13th  article  of  the    the  oucmird  passage  at  Madeira,  and  variausotbet 

tmiy,  and  noi withstanding  the  Navigation  Act,    articles,  sometimes  collected  in  America,  and  fie> 

12th  Charles  II.,  sec.  22.  quently  purchased  on  the  outward  passage  in  Bng- 

29.  All  acts  or  engagements  done  or  entend  land  and  elsewhere.  This  was  the  tooting  oa 
into  by  American  or  British  subjects,  in  porsu-  which  the  trade  stood  when  the  treuy  was  inade. 
ance  of  the  13th  article  of  the  treaty,  since  the  The  object  of  the  treaty,  in  this  respect,  wis,  to 
final  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  in  conformity  convert  a  favor  into  a  iighl.  A  question  has  been 
thereto,  shall  be  deemed,  to  all  intents  and  pat-  started,  whether  the  trade  from  the  United  9utH 
poaes,  as  if  they  bad  been  done  or  entered  into,  to  India  musi  not  be  direct  in  the  outward,  as  wdl 
fubseqaent  to  the  passing  of  this  act.  as  in  the  return  passage.    It  is  of  inip«iaiice  U 

30.  Thia  act  to  continue  as  long  as  the  treaty,  .the  security  of  this  branch  of  the  Ametiean  coio- 
•nd  no  longer.  metce,  that  do  doubts  should  exist  on  this  poiot; 

and,  as  from  a  careful  examination  of  the  article 
there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  reason  to  doubt 
the  inientions  of  the  parties,  it  is  to  be  wished  ttwl 
expressions  may  be  used  in  the  proposed  bill 
which  shall  remove  all  questions  on  ibis  poiot. 

The  American  vessels  which  take  on  board 
goods  in  the  British  territories  in  India  are  requir- 
ed to  return  direct  to  America ;  but  it  never  hii 
bcea  understood  that  the  voyage  must  be  direct 
from  America  to  such  British  territories.  Should 
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■Qch  a  CDDsiruciioD  be  aiiempied,  it  would  defeat, 
in  a  very  cODsidetable  degree,  ihe  beoefil  of  the 
article.  The  footiDg  of  sufieiaoce  on  which  the 
trade  stood  before  the  treaty  would  be  preferable. 

Previous  lo  ihe  treaty,  American  veasels  some- 
times oblained  freights  from  the  British  territo- 
ries in  India  to  China.  Ii  is  believed  that  auch 
f^ighln  are  still  occasioaally  obtained  by  the 
Daaes  and  Swedes  ;  and,  likewise,  that  the  ships 
of  these  nations  obtain  permiuion  of  the  British 
local  OovernmeDt  in  India,  to  take  freights  from 
India  to  different  parts  of  Europe. 

It  would  be  a  very  saiiitfaciorv  measure  to  the 
American  mercbanls,  if,  by  a  clause  in  the  pro- 
posed act  of  Parliameol,  these  advantages,  which 
are  gratuitously  enjoyed  by  the  Swedes  and 
Danes,  might  likewise  be  enjoyed  by  the  Amai- 
caos,  in  such  cases  as  the  competent  authority  in 
India  should  allow. 

All  that  is  desired  on  ibis  head  is,  that  the  ireatjr 
may  not  be  construed  to  incapacitate  the  Amen- 
cans  from  enjoying,  by  favor,  those  advantages 
which,  by  favor,  are  occHsiooally  granted  to  other 
neutral  and  friendly  merchants. 


Mr.  King  to  the  SecreUr;  of  State. 


London,  July  4, 1797. 

Sir  :  In  a  further  conference  with  Lord  Gren- 
ville,  respecting  the  bill  for  carrying  into  eOect  the 
treaty  with  us,  and  the  remarks  that  I  sent  him  on 
that  subject,  his  Lordship  stated  to  me  the  follow- 
ing observations  upon  these  remarks,  which  had 
been  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade : 

"  Section  lit.  The  object  of  this  clause  of  the 
bill  is  to  equal  (as  far  as  respects  the  United  States) 
the  3d  section  of  12th  Charles  II.,  c.  IS  { by  which 
the  trade  with  Asia,  Africa,  and  America,  is  con- 
ficLed  to  British  built  ships  only. 

"  It  is  conceived  that  the  discrimination  com- 
plaioed  of  is  clearly  comprehended   under  the 

words  "subject  always,  as  to  what  respects  this . .    _. 

article,  (that  is,  article  14,)  to  the  laws  and  statutes    growth,  produce,  or  maDUfacture  of  America ; 

of  the  two  countries  respectively  ;"  which  words    restriction  which  applies,  in  all  material  artjclt  , 

cannot  be  supposed  to  relate  exclusively  to  duties    to  every  European  nation.    All  European  articles. 


the  build  of  European  ships,  and  the  persons  by 
whom  they  are  navigated,  apply,  more  or  less,  to 
the  trade  of  every  European  nation.  Thereseemt, 
therefore,  no  room  to  complain  that  they  are  ap- 
plied to  America.  It  may  further  be  observed 
that  this  restriction  has  been  established  by  the 
Orders  in  Council,  by  whicb  the  trade  has  hitnerto 
been  regulated ;  and  that,  under  this  restriction, 
the  trade  has  annually  increased,  and  is  now  car- 
ried on  entirely  in  American  bottoms. 

"  The  third  objection  arises  from  the  accidental 
omis.^ion  of  the  words  "Irom  thence,"  in  the  copy 
of  the  abstract.  Those  words  are  in  the  Order  of 
Council,  and  will  be  in  the  act.  The  restriction 
upon  the  American  trade  is  no  more  than  a  re- 
striction of  the  indirect  importation  of  goods,  the 


and    prohibitions;    no  mention  whatever  being    the  ii 


1  of  which  i 


}n fined  by  the 


article.  build  of  the  country,  from  whence  such  articles  are 

"  The  expression  their  ihipe,  on  which  this  ob'  |  brought,  or  has  been  since  exempted  from  the  op»> 
jection  is  grounded,  is  to  be  found  in  most  of  the  ration  of  that  act  by  particular  provisions,  will 
commercial  treaties  concluded  by  Great  Britain,  remain  free  to  American  ships,  in  common  with 
particularly  in  those  with  Russia  and  France.  But  I  all  others. 

no  idea  was  ever  entertained,  either  here  or  in  "  The  extended  interpretation,  given  by  the  re- 
Rnssia,  or  in  France,  that  by  such  a  stipulation,  mark  to  one  of  the  clauses  of  the  15th  article,  if 
the  French  were  exempted  from  the  provisions  of  '  inadntissible.  lo  the  first  place,  (hat  clause,  con- 
the  eighth  section  of  the  Act  of  Navigation;  and  [  nected  with  what  precedes  it,  evidently  appliea 
no  deviation  from  the  spirit  or  letter  of  that  act  .  only  to  the  articles,  and  not  to  the  manoer  in 
can  be  supposed  to  be  intended  by  either  party,  ex-  j  which  they  are  brought.  In  the  next,  the  intet- 
cept  where  it  is  expressed  in  the  most  unequivocal  i  pretation  wonld  completely  defeat,  by  a  side  wind, 
words.  I  the  whole  principle  of  the  Act  of  Navigation,  and 

"  The  general  principle  of  the  bill  (with  a  vari-  |  cannot,  therefore,  be  supposed  to  have  been  in- 
e(y  of  exceptions  in  favor  of  America)  is  to  put    tended." 

America  upon  the  footing  of  the  most  favored       Sections  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8.    By  all  these  sections 
European  nation.     The  regulations   respecting  |  the  importation  of  all  American  articles,  in  Brit- 
5th  Con.— 104 
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i*k  »Mvs,  ia  intended  to  be  left  precisely  upon  the 
same  footing  io  which  it  stood  by  the  Orders  in 
Council,  from  which  the  words  of  the  proposed 
(tct  are  nearly  taken.  These  ha7e  been  now  acted 
upon  without  difficulty  for  many  years,  and  are 
cfearly  understood,  both  here  aud  in  America.  It 
is  to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  no  occasion  is  given 
for  misrepresentation  or  misunderbtanding,  at 
keasi  in  this  part  of  the  bill. 

"It  is  true  ihainon-enoraeraled  unmannfaclured 
goods  and  merchandise,  which  were  importable 
under  the  Orders  in  Council  on  the  British  planta^ 
tion  duties  would  be  imporiable,  by  this  act,  on  the 
duties  payable  by  the  most  farored  nation.  The 
difference  is  not  believed  to  be  material,  because 
the  chief  articles  of  that  sort  are  specified  in  the 
bext  section,  and  arc  thereby  made  importable  on 
the  Briciah  plaatation  duties ;  and  because  there 
ire  but  few  articles,  besides  those  specified,  which 
pay  less  duty,  or  are  duty  free,  when  imported 
from  a  British  plantation.  There  will,  however, 
be  CO  objection  to  restore  non-ennme rated  uoman- 
n&ctuied  goods  and  merchandise  to  the  footing  on 
which  ihey  stood  by  the  Orders  in  Council ;  and 
the  bill  will  be  brought  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mons upon  that  principle. 

"  All  the  material  articles  ofthe  American  trade, 
which  might,  according  to  the  treaty,  have  been 
subjected  to  the  heavy  duties  now  payable  on 
many  of  them  by  the  most  favored  nation,  are  put 
nponapar  with  the  same  articles  from  British 
colonies,  and  pay  either  a  very  low  duly,  or  no  duty 
at  all.  Among  the  latter  are  pot  and  pearl  ashes, 
bar  and  pig  iron,  and  most  articles  of  wood. 

"  Indigo  was  omitted  among  the  enumerated  ar- 
tides,  as  tbe  insertion  of  it  was  stated  by  ibe  offi- 
cers of  the  customs  to  be  superftuous  ;  it  beinir 
importable,  under-  certain  regulations,  from  all 
countries,  duly  free. 

"  The  general  stipulation  respecting  duties  in 
the  treaty  is,  that  the  duties  on  American  articles 
shall  not  be  higher  than  are,  or  shall  he,  payable 
OD  the  like  articles  from  any  other  foreign  coun- 
try ;  and  the  provisions  of  the  former  sections 
prove  that  this  country  is  sensible  of  the  principles 
of  policy  Slated  in  the  remark. 

'^According  to  the  treaty,  such  further  duty  may 
also  be  imposed  as  may  be  (not  equal  to,  but)  ad- 
equate to  couDterTBil  the  difference  of  duty  on 
the  importation  of  European  and  Asiatic  goods 
into  the  United  States,  in  British  and  American 
vessels.  The  object  of  retaining  such  a  right  whj 
by  no  means  to  check  American  trade,  hut  to  pro- 
tect British  uavi^aiion.  on  the  same  principle  on 
which  America  has  protected  her  own ;  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  be  eier- 
ciaed  will  be  found,  upon  examination,  liberal: 
never  exceeding,  and,  in  most  cases,  falling  within 
the  limits  prescribed  by  the  treaty. 

"  The  interpretation  given  to  the  last  clause  of 
^be  I5th  article  is  far  from  clear  or  admissible;  but, 
even  if  it  were  true  that,  at  the  period  referred  to,  the 
American  Government  might  increase  the  now 
subsisting  difference  between  the  tonnageand  other 
duties  OD  British  and  American  ships,  it  is  also  true 
thai  the  British  Government  might  exercise  their 


right  of  imposing  duties  on  American  articles,  in 
any  ships,  and  countervailing  duties  on  such  aili- 
'  In  American  ships  to  its  full  extent;  and  that 
countries  might  experience  much  iaconveni- 
from  such  a  conduct.  But  it  may  be  hoped 
that  both  countries  are  loo  sensible  of  their  mutual 
interest  to  engage  in  this  kind  of  commercial  hos- 
tility ;  and  the  manner  in  which  the  British  Goi- 
ernmeni  proposes,  at  present,  to  exercise  its  ligh is. 

perfectly  remote  from  such  idea. 

"  The  mode  of  imposing  thecountervailingdut)' 

stated  to  be  obscure,  and  another  more  simple li 
proposed. 

"  Had  the  rieht  of  imposing  dutifs  been  aa- 
d  to  its  fullellent  by  one  general  clause  tub- 
jecting  American  articles  to  no  higher  duties  tliu 
those  payable  on  siToilar  articles  from  any  othti 
foreign  country,  obscurity  would  have  been  aToiii- 
ed ;  a  countervailing  duly  (in  addition  to  sueii 
duties)  of  ten  per  cent,  on  their  amount  migbl 
have  been  imposed.  The  rule  would  have  been 
limple  initself;  and  simple  in  its  operation;  bDI 
the  most  material  articles  of  the  American  com- 
merce would  have  been  exposed  to  heavy,  aad,  in 
many  instances,  insupportable  bnrdens.  All  the 
apparent  obscurity  and  complexity  of  these  pro- 
visions, which,  however,  will  be  found,  upoon- 
amination,  to  be  sufficiently  intelligible,  arises  frmi 
the  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Qovemmeni  of  ibis 
country  of  favoring  the  Ai 


]t  branches. 


indeed 


"  The  rule  proposed  in  the  remark  is  ni 
[nor  could  it  be  expected  that  it  should  be)  ilui 
rule  which  is  above  slated  as  the  most  simple.  Bui 
it  is  suggested  that  ten  per  cent,  should  be  unpiKed 
upon  the  duties  payable  on  American  goods  in- 

Coried  from  America  in  British  ships.  It  will  be 
)und,  upon  examination  that  thisiseiacil)'*!)" 
is  done  in  all  cases  to  wnich  huch  a  rule  u  a|^- 

'- Section  10  applies  this  rule  to  all  the  articles 
included  in  section  2.  Section  14  applies  it  to  ibe 
articles  included  io  section  4.  Section  11  relit« 
to  bar  and  pig  iron,  pot  and  pearl  ash. 

"  These  articles  are  generally  subject  to  daly. 
hut.  when  imported  from  the  British  planiaiioo^ 
witti  certificates,  are  duty  free, 

"  By  section  3,  these  articles,  when  imported 
from  the  United  Slates  in  British  sfaips^ "'  ^ 
upon  the  same  footing  as  if  imported  from  ibe  Bni- 
ish  plantations,  with  certificates,  and  are  therefoie 
duty  free. 

"As  the  imposition  of  10  per  cent.uponnoibing 
is  impossible,  it  is  imposed  upon  the  amouni  of  ibe 
duty  payable  on  Importation  from  theBrilishpiaol- 
ations  without  cenificaies. 

"  This  duty  on  pot  and  pearl  ash  is  aboai  &' 
■'     ten  per  cent,  will  be  about  2J* 


This  duty  on  pig  iron  is  about  5*.  9rf.  per  to 
ten  per  cent,  will  be  about  6id.  per  ton. 
This  duty  on  bar  iron  is  about  £3  1*.  9^'  f 


the  ten  per 


..^  ,  .„.  .._    -t,  about  5».  7id, 

"These  will  be  the  only  duties  payable  on  tbese 
articles,  even  when  imported  in  American  ships; 
wliprK«  rKr  duties  which  might  have  beenimpw- 
itly  with  the  treaty,  would  havebeM, 
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OD  pig;  JroQ  above,  £31  10«.  per  cwt.  ad  valorem ; 
and  OD  bar  iron,  above  £3  7s.  p«r  too. 

''  The  importation  of  iron  frptn  America  i 
almost  entire!)'  of  pig  iron,  on  which  the  proposed 
duty  is  merely  ouroinal. 

"Section  13  relates  lo  anmanufactared  wood 
and  iiares,  upon  which  no  duty  is  payable  when 
imporied  from  the  British  plaDtalions.  The  im- 
position of  10  ^r  cent.,  on  the  proposed  principle, 
was  here  also  impossible ;  and  the  10  per  ceat.  is 
therefore  imposed  upon  the  lowest  dunes  on  wood 
ud  staves  imported  from  foreign  countries,  thai 
is,  when  so  imported  in  British  ships.  American 
unman  afac lured  wood  aad  staves,  as  well  as  the 
articles  in  section  11,  will,  [herefore,  pay  nothing 
when  imported  in  British  ships;  and  when  im- 
parted in  American  ships,  only  one-tenth  part  of 
the  duly  payable  on  the  same  articles  whi 
ported  from  any  other  country  in  British  si 

~  This  can  hardly  be  conceived  lo  be,  in  e 
slince,  a  prohibitory  duty,  it  will,  in  fact,  be, 
■pon  most  articles,  littje  more  than  aomiaal.  The 
duties  paid  by  ibe  wood  of  other  countries, 
amounted,  last  year,  to  about  £350,000;  of  which 
America  paid  nopert  whatever. 

"  Section  12.  These  articlea  are  in  no  case  doty 
free.  They  do  not,  therefore,  require  the  same 
special  provision  wiih  the  articles  included  in  sec- 
iioD  11.  But  the  rule  proposed  in  ibe  remark  is 
euetly  applied  to  them. 

-Seciioa  IS.  .  The  proposed  additional  duty  on 
tobacco  imporled  in  American  ships  is  18d.  per 
100  lbs.  weight. 

"The  present  custom-house  duty  on  British 
pUntation  tobacco,  imported  in  British  ships,  is 
ill  per  pound,  i'.  e.  50t.  per  100  pounds  weight ; 
the  lea  per  cvnt.npon  this  would  be  5«.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  observe  how  far  the  adoption,  in  this 
ease,  of  a  specific  sura,  in.itead  of  a  proportion  of 
a  dnty,  is  favorable  both  to  American  commerce 
iDd  navigation. 

''  If  the  proposed  tai  upon  American  commodi- 
ties,  even  when  imported  in  American  vessels,  is 
conceived  to  be  a  heavy  burden,  it  is  desired  that 
the  duties  now  payable  in  America  upon  all  arti- 
cles of  British  commerce,  should  be  compared 
with  thuse  which,  after  passing  the  proposed  bill, 
will  be  payable  in  Great  Britain  upon  ail  articles 
of  American  commerce.  A  glance  of  the  eye 
over  such  a  comparative  labie  would  supersede 
iKe  necessity  of  further  argument  upon  this  head. 

"  Ii  should,  however,  be  observed,  that  the  rate 
of  custom  duties  has,  of  late,  been  considerably 
increased  in  America.  On  comparing  the  tax 
table  of  Angus!  1790,  with  the  bill  which  com- 
menced on  the  last  day  of  March,  1795.  (subse- 
quenl  to  the  date  of  the  treaty.)  it  will  be  found 
that  the  duties  on  all  the  articles  of  British  trade 
have  been  raised  in  different  proportions,  varying 
from  the  addition  of  one-ihird,  to  ihe  addition,  in 
many  instances,  of  a  tax  equal  lo  the  original 
duly.  The  diSerence  of  duty,  on  importing  the 
same  articles  in  British  or  American  ships,  has 
indeed  still  been  only  ten  per  cent, ;  but  it  is  evi- 
dent tiiat  tbis  ten  per  cent.,  when  calculated  upon 
a  larger  sum,  impoaed,  in  fact,  a  heavier  bmrden ; 


and,  if  a  literal  interpretation  were  to  be  insisted 
upon,  might  be  argued,  "  to  increase  the  then 
sulkii^ting  ditference  between  the  duties  payable 
on  the  importation  of  any  articles  in  British  or 
American  vessels ;"  which  increase  is  particularly 
provided  against  in  the  fifteenth  arlicle. 

"  Seciions  gl  to  26.  The  doubt  implied  in  the 
remarks  on  these  sections,  whether  tne  tonnaae 
duty  proposed  to  be  levied  on  American  ships  is 
within  the  stipulation  of  the  treaty,  rests  upon  a 
supposition  (which  cannot  be  admitted)  that  the 
contracting  parties  were  Ignorant  of  the  difference 
then  enisling  in  the  light,  and  other  duties,  paya- 
ble in  British  ports  by  British  or  American  ves- 
!.els.  That  difference  was,  in  fact,  notorious  to 
both  parties;  and,  notwithstanding  that  the  right 
reserved  is  expressly  to  impose  a  tonnage  duty 
equal  to  (not  "adequate  to  countervail^"  as  ex- 
pressed in  another  part  of  the  same  article)  that 
which  shall  be  payable  by  British  vessels  in 
America. 

"  It  might  further  be  stated  that  light-house  du- 
:ies,  or  tolls,  never  have  been  considered,  as  yet. 
.0  the  negotiation  or  construction  of  any  treaty 
)f  commerce,  as  public  duties;  they  are,  in  truth, 
lot  so :  they  are  of  service  to  many  fbreign  ships 
which  never  enter  a  British  port,  and  they  are  so 
various,  according  to  the  different  vifages  made 
by  different  ships  coming  into  our  pojis^  that  any 
attempts  to  calculate  any  countervailing  duty, 
with  a  reference  to  these  tolls,  would  be  deficient, 
lot  impracticable. 

The  right  reserved  by  the  treaty  is  not,  how- 
ever, proposed  to  be  exercised  to  its  full  extent,  as 
the  intended  tonnage  duly  of  2t.  jiex  too,  is  not 
equal  lo  the  tonnage  duty  payable  m  America  by 
British  ships,  but  to  the  difierence  between  the 
duty  rayable  in  America  on  British  and  Ameri- 

The  light  duties  on  all  shins  vary  in  the  differ- 
portH  of  Great  Britain,  each  ship  being  chaived 
for  the  toll  of  such  lifthts  only  as  she  passes ;  out 
no  tolls  are  collected  in  any  of  the  outports  by  the 
'poralion  of  Trinitv  House,  except  the  light 
duties.  In  London,  American  and  other  ships, 
besides  the  toll  to  ihe  several  lights,  pay  a  duty  of 
abont  8d.  per  ton,  (onder  the  denomination  of 
Trinity  duties)  for  the  buoys  and  beacons,  which 

The  tolls  for  the  benefit  of  the  lights  are,  in 
general,  double  on  American  and  otner  foreign 
ships  to  what  British  ships  pay. 

"  With  respect  to  the  light  duties  on  American 
ihips  pQssin?  up  St.  Gleorge's channel,  the  English 
channel,  ana  the  norihcm  lights,  ihe  following  is 
accurate  statement  of  the  light  duties  paid  by 
American  ship  of  200  tons,  and  a  British  ship 
of  the  same  burden,  viz  : 
An  American  ship  of  200  tons,  passing  through 

the  English  channel  to  London,  pays  £.  ».     d. 

to  the  numerous  lights  on  the  coast  -  10  16  8 
And,  on  her  return         -  -  -  10  16     8 

Which  is  U.  \d.  per  ton,  each  way. 
Ifthe  same  ship  proceeds  to  the  Baltic, 

the  additional  lights  amount  lo         -'413 

Which  is  less  tun  5d.  per  ton,  and  is  payable 
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for  the  single  passage ;  but  the  same  sbip  passes 
ihe  northera  lights  on  her  back  passage,  without 
any  additional  charge. 
Ad  Atnerieaa  ship  of  200  tons,  from 

AmericaloLJTerpoolor  Bristol,  pafs,  £.   «.  d. 

for  lights  -  -  -  -  6  00  00 

And  theoee  to  America  -  -  -  6  00  00 

Which  is  6d.  per  ton  each  way. 
A  British  abipof  200  tons,  from  LoodoD 

ID  America,  pays         -  -  -  5  16  08 

From  America  to  Londoa  -  -  5  16  06 

Which  is  Jd.  per  too  each  way. 
A  British  ship  or  200  tuns,  from  Liver- 
pool or  Bristol  to  America,  pays         -  2  10  00 

Which  is  3d.  per  too  each  way. 

On  a  supposition  that  an  American  ship  per- 
forms the  aCter-meatioaed  voyage,  which  rarely 
happens  (it  may  be  said  never)  she  pays  for  200 
tons  in  the  following  proportion  to  a  British  ship, 
viz: 

Ameriean.    BriiiA. 

£.».    d.    £.  I.    d. 

From  America  to  Bristol     -    5  00  00     2  10  00 

Bristol  to  London      -  10  16    3     5  16    8 

London  lo  the  Baltic     4    13     3    4    7 

For  her  reiiwo  to  America  -  15  16    8     8    6    8 

Northern  lights  not  charged 

for.  the  back  passage. 

£35  14    7     19  17  11 

"  So  that  an  Americati  ship  of  two  hundred 
)uld  pay  £35  lit.  Id.  (not  £69  3s.  4d.  as 

n  the  remarks)  for  a  voyage  from  America 
lu  jjicerpool  or  Bristol,  from  thence  to  London, 
from  London  lolhe  Baltic,  and  home  to  America. 

"A  British  ship,  for  the  same  vovaKC,  would 
pay  £19  17*.  IJrf. 

Id  the  course  of  the  above  voyage  a  ship 
passes,  and  has  rtie  benefit  of  thirty-sii  lights; 
every  one  of  which  leads  her  clear  of  the  most 
dangerous  sands,  shoals,  or  rocks;  and  American 
ships  always  avoid  the  payment  of  lights  for  their 
passage  through  the  English  Channel,  if  bound 
to  a  foreign  port,  by  not  eoterimg  a  British  port, 
imless  bound  there  to  deliver,  or  forced  in  by  dis- 
tress of  weaiher ;  and  then  they  only  pay  for  such 
lights  as  they  receive  benefit  from  ;  and  although 
American  ships  pay  their  light  duties  for  the  pas- 
sage up  and  down  the  chanoel,  yet  If  such  ships 
do  not  pass  all  the  lights,  in  the  several  chaonels, 
which  they  have  paid  for.  either  by  not  returning 
dovo  channel,  soing  north  about,  or  never  return- 
ing, the  duties  they  paid  for  the  several  lights  ihey 
have  not  passed  are  returned  to  them. 

"SectioQ  28.  Nothing  can  be  further  from  the 
mtention  of  this  counlry  than  any  idea  of  so  con- 
atrning  the  treaty  as  to  incapacitate  the  Ameri- 
caos  from  enjoying,  by  favor,  the  advantages 
which  are  granted  occasionally,  by  favor,  lo  other 
friendly  and  neutral  merchants.  Nothing  in  the 
section  can  have  any  auch  effect.  It  does  no  more 
than  permit  American  ships  to  carry  on  the  trade 
as  siijpulated  by  the  treaty. 

"  The  iotetcourse  which  neutral  ships  have  been 
allowed  to  enjoy  with  the  British  .territories  in 
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India,  though  sanctioned  by  custom,  appeats,  by 
some  late  decisions  in  our  owti  courts  of  jasiiee, 
to  be  contrary  to  law:  and  it  will  be  necessary  to 
make  some  general  legislative  provision  upon  that 
subject.  The  directors  of  the  EJasi  India  Com- 
pany will  then  be  legally  authorized  to  give  direc- 
tions for  the  admission  of  neutral  ships,  subject  to 
such  regulations  as  they  may  think  proper ;  pto- 
vided,  ooly,  that  they  are  not  inconsistent  with 
any  act  of  Parliament  for  regulating  their  trade, 
nor  with  any  treaty. 

"By  the  proposed  clause,  the  intercourse  stipu- 
lated by  the  treaty  is  exempted  from  the  discre- 
tion of  the  directors,  and  put  upon  the  footing  of 
right.  With  respect  to  all  other  intercourse, 
American  ships  will  be  capable  of  profiling,  in 
common,  with  others,  of  such  advantages  as  may 
be  granted  by  favor." 

From  the  tenor  of  these  observations,  it  wa& 
evident  that  most  of  the  points  were  so  far  settled 
as  10  leave  little  hope  ol^  alteration.  I,  iiowever, 
insisted  upon  the  equity  of  the  objection  agaioR 
the  tonnage  duty,  at  well  in  my  conference  with 
Lord  Grenville.  as  with  a  subsequent  one  that  I 
had  with  Lord  Liverpool.  The  answer  was,  tbal 
their  light  duties  were  not  a  branch  of  revenue; 
that  the  terms  of  the  treaty  left  no  room  for  con- 
struction ;  and  that,  independent  of  their  desire  10 
encourage  their  own  navigation,  the  balancing  of 
their  light  duties  against  our  tonnage  duties  would 
constiiuie  a  precedent  that  would  operate  to  their 
di.'advantage  in  their  future  treaties  with  other 
nation*.  I  concluded  the  discussion,  on  this  hesd, 
by  observing  that  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose, 
that  the  parlies  did  intend  to  put  their  nartgatioa 
upon  an  eq\ul  footing,  io  their  intercourse  vith 
each  other;  that  it  was  plain  that  this  equality 
would  not  exist  under  the  proposed  tonnage  duty, 
and  that  there  remained  no  other  mode  of  correct- 
ing the  inequality,  but  by  our  Qoverament's  im- 
posing and  collecting  a  duty  under  the  denomioa- 
tioD  of  light  money. 

Light-houses  in  Europe  are  generallyiupporied 
by  a  duty,  imposed,  for  that  special  purpose, upon 
all  ships,  and  the  duty  is  commonly  double  upon 
foreign  ships-  1  have  not  discovered  ifaat  these 
tolls,  or  duties,  have  ever  beeo  included  in  the 
computation  frequently  made  in  the  adjuslaieal 
or  equalization  of  the  lazes  imposed  by  iliffereai 
nations  upon  the  ships  which  enter  their  ports. 

These  duties  are  not  considered  as  a  branch  of 
revenue;  from  the  manner  in  which  our  lonnsge 
duty  is  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  it  is  deemed  (o  > 
be  a  branch  of  our  revenue,  though  a  considera- 
ble portion  of  the  amount  of  the  duty  is  annually  | 
applied  to  support  our  light-houses,  beacon^ 
buoys,  ic.  j 

ideratioQ,  not  only  in  reference  to   ' 

jpea 

ought  not  to  impose,  in  Tike  manner  with  them.  > 
particular  and  adec^uate  duty  upon  all  ships  tor 
the  support  of  our  light-houses. 

In  these  conferences  I  urged,  hot  without  suc- 
cess, the  objection  that  I  had  before  made  agaiast 
the  fall  countervailing  duty  upon  fish  oils;  as  the 
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ewnierv ailing  right  was  not  exercised  in  its  fall 
nirni  io  respect  to  tobacco  and  rice,  I  suggested 
At  policy  of  ft  small  addiiiooal  duty  only,  to  the 
TCTf  high  duties  already  imposed  upon  this  arti- 
cle. I  Has  answered,  that  in  tobactio  and  rice  we 
were  not  rivsJs,  but  that  ia  the  whale  fishery  we 
were  lo;  that,  even  against  high  duties,  large 
qaaatities  of  our  spermaceti  oil,  and  occasionalTv 
cargoes  of  our  brown  oil,  were  sold  in  England, 
aad  that  our  skill  and  siluation  gave  us  vreat  ad- 
Taatage  OTer  others  in  this  branch  of  iadiistry. 

My  eSbrts  have  been  more  successful  ia  respect 
Io  oar  trade  to  India.  A  clause  was  added  to  the 
bill,  giiing  it  a  retrospective  operation  from  (be 
time  of  the  eichange  of  (be  ra(ifica(ions  of  the 
ttealy,  by  which  the  insurances  which  had  been 
made  here  upon  our  ships  io  that  trade  will  be- 
come legal.  Aaother  clause  which  had  been  added 
Io  pcoLect  such  of  the  British  officers  against  suits 
IS,  after  (he  conclusioD  of  the  treaty  and  before 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  had  seized  Americau  ships 
trading  lo  India,  was  rejected.  This  clause  bad 
been  inserted  in  the  bill  with  a  special  reference 
lo  (he  capture,  by  Lord  Keith,  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  of  the  ship  Argonaut,  Collect,  master ; 
iu  rejection  leaves  the  remedy  in  full  force,  as 
veil  against  the  underwriters  as  against  Lord 
Keith. 

1  found,  in  the  course  of  these  coofereDces,  that 
imr  coDStmctioD  of  the  13th  article  of  (he  treaty, 
ii  respect  to  the  outward  voyage  to  India,  would 
tie  sdmitled  by  this  Government;  and  that  we 
liare  a  right,  under  that  article,  to  go  to  India  from 
EsglaDd,  Madeira,  or  any  other  country,  and  with 
prodaciions  collected  and  taken  on  board  at  any 


1  likewise  found  the  greatest  readiness  to  put 
ns  upon  as  good  a  footing  as  any  other  nation  in 
tbe  irade  wbich,  by  favor,  may  be  carried  on  with 
ladia.  A  late  decision  in  Westminster  Hall  hail 
ibowB,  that  the  trade  hitherto  carried  on  by  for- 
eifaers  with  the  British  possessions  in  India,  was 
•gaioit  the  navigation  act:  a  bill  has,  therefore, 
been  brought  into  Parliament,  vesting  in  (he  di- 
rectors of  the  Bast  India  Company  a  power  to 
Ermit  sDch  trade  under  such  r^ulations  as  may 
judged  ailvisable.  These  regulations  will  be 
principally  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  British 
■objects  carrying  on  a  trade  under  foreign  flags  ; 
onr  ships,  by  this  bill,  will  have  an  equal  right 
with  those  of  other  nations  in  amity  with  Great 
BTiiaio,  to  share  in  the  coasting  trade  of  India,  in 
the  freightage  from  India  to  China,  and  from  In- 
dia to  Europe,  the  restrictions  and  liniitaiions  in 
oot  irraty  notwithstanding. 

Tbe  Elasi  India  Company  have  opposed  (his 
■ail-  though  I  have  good  reason  to  be  satisfied 
that  thev  haze  done  s( 
«n — ipaUoir  ~  •'•- 

a  it,  to  the  injury  of  the  compa- 


The  bitl  for  carrying  the  American  treaty  into 
effect  has  passed  into  a  law. 

The  bill  permitting  the  ships  of  nations  in  ami- 
ty with  Great  Britain  to  trade  to  the  British  pos- 
sessions in  lndia,jja(ler  certain  regulations,  is  b«- 
fore  Parliament,  and  will  probaUy  pass  into  a 
law.    (See  page  3^239.) 


Board  of  Control,  respectiog  as  well  this  bill  a 
(bat  which  has  passed  into  a  law  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  American  treaty. 

With  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  I  have  (he 
honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  and  faithful  ser- 
vant, RUFUS  KING. 

Papers  referred  to  Id  the  preceding  letter ; 
J.  AnMruther  to  Mr.  Inglis. 

Lincoln's  Inn,  31af  May,  1797. 
Sir:  A  case  has  lately  occurred  in  (he  Court 


subject  necessary.  An  action  was  brought  upon 
a  policy  on  the  cargo  of  an  American  ship  loaded 
in  (be  British  territories  in  India.  Lord  Kenyon 
held,  that  it  was  against  the  act  of  navigation  for 
foreigners  to  export  from,  or  import  into  the  Brit- 


can  ship,  loading  her  cargo  in  India,  is  liaMe  to 
be  seized  and  confiscated,  and  some  law  must  be 
passed  to  set  the  matter  right. 

The  attention  of  the  Board  of  Trade  was  caUed 
to  the  point  by  the  American  Minister.  They 
sent  the  subject  (o  the  Board  of  Control,  who 
thought  the  proper  mode  of  remedying  the  evil 
was,  to  put  the  trade  under  the  regulation  of  the 
East  India  Company.  B^  their  directions,!  hav« 
prepared  the  accompanytng  act,  to  be  submitted 
(o  (he  Court  of  Directors.  I  have  the  honor  lo 
be  yours,  &c. 

J.  ANSTRUTHEE. 

HuoH  iHaLiB,  Esq. 

Mr.  Dnndas  to  Mr.  In^li. 

Whitehall,  14th  June,  1797. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letters  enclosing  two 
clauses  which  are  wished  to  be  inserted  in  the 
bills  now  pending  in  Parliament,  one  for  carrying 
iato  effect  the  treaty  with  America,  the  other  for 
regulalinff  the  trade  to  be  carried  on  with  India 
by  the  snips  of  nations  in  amity  with  Great 
Britain. 

These  subjects  are  closely  connected  together, 
and  I  shall  shortly  give  you  my  reasons  why  I 
would  deem  it  vay  impolitic  to  bring  either  of 
those  propositions  under  discussion.  1  do  not  think 
Parliament  would  asree  to  adopt  them;  and,  there- 
fore, all  the  unpopularity  likely  to  arise  from  the 
discussion  would  attach  on  the  East  India  Com- 
pany alone. 

First,  with  regard  to  the  clause  respecting  tha 
American  inteicouna  with  India,  I  think  tha  daiue 
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goes  beyODd  ihe  (ermt  of  the  treaty ;  for  1  can  disco 
vernowordniait  to  justify  the  pruposition  that  thi 
Acaericaos  are  bound  logo  directly  froni  America 
without  touching  at  any  other  port;  atid  therefore 
it  would  be  rnosi  impolitic  indeed  to  aliempi,  at 
the  request  of  the  East  India  Company,  lo  malie 
the  situation  of  the  Ameitcan  trade  to  India  more 
severe  than  settled  byasotemn  and  well  considered 
treaty.  Besides,  it  is  well  worthy  the  considerati 
of  the  East  India  Company,  il  it  is  not  more  i 
politic  to  relax  from  the  rigor  of  the  American 
treaty^  as  it  now  stands,  than  to  endeavor  to  draw 
it  straighter  than  the  terms  of  that  treaty  warrant. 
If  a  mure  extensive  mode  of  trading  to  India  i> 

g:rmitted  lo  other  nations,  in  amity  with  Great 
ritain,  the  Americans,  whose  amity  with  us  ' 
leastas  desirable  as  that  of  any  other  nation,  w 
probably  consider  themselre;!  hardly  dealt  with  if 
tbey  were  to  be  kept  in  a  worse  »tate  of  intercourse 
with  India  than  that  which  has  been,  and  I  think, 
probably  will  be,  continued  to  other  nation*  in 
amity  with  us. 

This  leads  me  to  observe  upon  the  clause  pro- 
posed lo  be  inserted  in  the  otner  bill,  relative  to 
the  intercourse  of  other  uatioui  in  amity  with 
Upon  this  subject  it  cannot  fail  to  strike  you, 
the  first  view  of  it,  that  you  are  avowedly,  by  this 
clause,  rendering  mare  unfavorable  to  other  i 
tioos  the  trade  to  India,  than  has,  in  fact,  and 
Vactice,  been  exercised  by  them.  Surely  the 
Court  of  Directors  cannot  thmk  this  is  the  moment 
Then  it  can  be  thought  ri^ht  to  excite  the  jealousy 
of  other  nations  respecting  our  Indian  pre-emi- 
nence ;  the  reverse  must  be  our  conduct;  and  in 
proponion  as  we  may  be  obliged  to  hold  up  our 
lights  of  sovereignty  in  that  country,  exactJy  in  the 
same  proportion  must  we  convince  other  nation 
of  the  liberality  of  our  commercial  principles.  Ii 
truth,  the  hilt  now  brought  forward  puts  the  trade 
of  other  nations  more  under  the  check  and  control 
at  the  East  India  Company  than  it  has  hitherto 
in  practice  been ;  and,  under  such  circumstances, 
it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  most  unwise  to  avow, 
by  a  proposition  coming  from  them,  that  they  in- 
tend,  in  the  execution  of  it,  to  be  more  illiberal 
ud  rigorous  than  heretofore. 

So  far,  with  re^rd  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
proposition  may  operate  on  the  feelings  of  foreign 
nations;  but  1  would  submit  to  the  serious  con- 
siileration  of  the  East  India  Company,  bow  far  they 
would  be  wine,  from  considerations  nearer  home, 
to  bring  forward  or  to  agitate  such  a  proposition. 

The  manifest  tendency  of  what  you  jiropose,  if 
it  baa  any  effect  at  all,  is  to  throw  a  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  the  export  of  the  produce  and  manufac- 
tures of  this  country.  If  the  East  India  Company, 
in  virtue  of  their  monopoly,  and  the  capital  they 
poseses,  not  only  in  Britain  hut  in  India,  are  not 
able,  by  a  wise  and  economical  commercial  system, 
to  secure  to  ihemselvea  the  export  trade  from  Great 
Britain  to  India,  against  any  compeiicion  with  any 
foreign  nation  whatever,  it  is  a  confession  at  least 
uuaecessary  to  bring  forward,  and  one  which  the 
tcpresentattves  of  the  commercial  and  manufactur- 
ing interests  of  G.  Britain  will  not  feel  disposed  to 
coontenaoce,  by  leading  their  aid  to  render  it  more 


difficult  for  other  nations  lo  make  British  produce 
or  manufactures  part  of  their  assortnienis  to  the 
Indian  market.  I  have  uniformly  been  of  opinion, 
andalwayswillremaitiso.lbattheEast  IQdiaColn- 

!lany  musimaintain  their  monopoly,  not  merely  by 
egislatire  regulations  and  restrictions,  which  m 
such  a  subject  will  always  prove  to  be  unavailing 
and  ineffectual,  but  by  the  exercise  of  a  judicious 
and  well  devised  system  of  commercial  policy. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

HENRY  DUNDAS. 


East  India  Companj'i  lU^rt,  sent  to  Ht.  Dundat,  with 
the  dausas  alluded  to  m  his  ktter  to  Mr.  Inglis. 
At  a  Comhitteb  of  Law-gditb, 

Jwie  9,  1797. 

"  Pursuant  to  reference  of  court  of  31si  uliimo, 
the  committee,  with  the  assistance  of  the  counsa 
and  solicitor,  took  into  consideration  a  lener  Ihnn 
John  Anstruther,  Esq.  enclosing  draught  of  a  biU 
proposed  to  be  brought  into  Parliament  for  per- 
mitiinz  ships  of  countries  and  States,  in  amity 
with  His  Majesty,  to  import  into,  and  export  from, 
the  British  possessions  in  India,  with  such  regula- 
tions as  may  be  made  by  the  Court  of  Directors 

The  committee  also  considered  a  clause  in  an 
act,  now  before  the  House  of  Commons,  applica- 
ble to  the  13th  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Uoi- 
led  State*  of  America,  |^d  far  as  relates  to  tbeii 
trading  lo  and  from  the  East  Indies;)  and,  having 
very   maturely  deliberated  thereon,   they  are  M 

Siinion  that  it  is  nocessary,  on  the  part  of  ibe 
ampauy,  and  for  the  preservation  at  their  inter- 
est, and  of  the  general  interests  of  (his  eoantry,  and 
to  secure  to  it,  as  far  as  possible,  the  earrying 
trade,  that  all  ships  and  vessels  of  countries  and 
States,  in  amity  with  His  Majesty,  should  be  k- 
strained  from  importing  goods  and  commodities  of 
the  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture  of  the  Bri- 
tish territories,  into  any  port  or  place  in  the  East 
Indies,  being  part  of  the  British  possessions,  with- 
out having  first  landed  such  goods  and  commodi- 
ties in  the  country  or  territory  to  which  such  ship 
shall  truly,  and  btmajide,  belong;  and,  also,  that 
they  should  be  restrained  fiom  imparting  into  any 
port  or  place  whatever,  any  goods  or  coiuiaodilie& 
exported  by  them  from  the  British  territories  in 
the  East  Indies,  otherwise  than  to  the  ports  of  the 
countrv  to  which  such  ship  shall  actually  belong. 
'*  which  is  submitted  to  the  court." 


Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall 
extend,  or  be  conMrued  to  extend,  to  authorize  any 
'  '  en  of  America  to  carry  on  any  trade,  othei^ 
tlian  directly  from  some  port  m  America  to 
the  said  British  territories  in  India;  and  from  the 
said  British  territories  in  India  to^me  port  in 
America ;  anything  herein  containffl  to  the  con- 


proposed  to  be  added  to  the  foreign  Irsde  hi 
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FRANCE. 


[Gommnnicated  to  Congrtu,  Fetvuar;  G,  179S.] 
OtHllemert  of  the  Seriate  and 

Geitlkitteno/lhe  Hoiue  ofRepreKntatioea: 

I  hiTe  receired  a  letter  from  his  excalleocy 
Charles  Piackney,  Esq.,  Qaveraor  of  the  Slate  of 
South  Carotiaa,  dated  od  the  32d  of  October,  1797, 
enclosing  b  Dumber  of  deposttioDs  of  witnesses  to 
sereral  captures  and  ouirases  committed  within 
ud  near  the  limits  of  ihe~  Uoited   States,  by  a 


lod  command  eid  by  a  person  of  the  name  of  Jordon, 
orJojrdaiQ,aDd  particularly  upon  an  Bnglishmer- 
duDtship  named  the  Oracabissa,  which  he  first 
pinnderea,  and  then  burned,  with  the  rest  of  her 
e»rpi  of  great  valu?.  within  the  territory  of  the 
United  Stales,  ia  the  harborof  Charleston,  on  thr 
ITth  day  of  October  lati;  copiex  of  which  letter 
ud  depositions,  relatiT-e  to  the  same  subject,  re- 
ceJTed  from  the  collector  of  Charleston,  are  here- 
with communicated. 

Whenever  the  channels  of  diplomatic  comtnu- 
nicaiion  betvreen  the  United  Slates  and  France 
shall  be  opened,  I  shall  demand  satisfaction  for  the 
insall,  and  reparation  for  the  injury. 

I  hare  transmitted  these  papers  to  Congress,  tiol 
s>  much  for  the  purpose  of  communicatiag  an 
account  of  so  daring  a  violation  of  the  territory  of 
the  Untied  States,  as  to  show  the  propriety  and 
necessity  of  enabling  (he  Executive  authority  of 
QoTemment  to  take  measures  for  protecting  the 
citizens  of  the  United  S'ates,  and  such  foreigoers 
u  have  a  ri^bt  to  enjoy  their  peace  and  the  protec- 
tion of  their  laws  within  their  limits,  in  that,  as 
well  as  in  some  other  harbors,  which  are  equally 
eiposed. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

DsiTsn  States,  /"eft.  5, 1798. 


I,  Octoter  22, 1797. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consid- 
etaiion  the  enclosed  affidavits  respecting  the  Eng- 
lish ship  OracabissB,  burnt  on  Tuesday  last  with- 
in the  bar  of  this  harbor,  by  a  privateer,  said  to  be 
called  the  Vertitude,  commaoded  by  a  Captain 
Jourdain,  and  belonging  to  Cape  FraD9ois;  also 
of  the  capture  of  the  ship  Pallas,  belonging  to  this 
port,  and  the  Mary,  of  Savannah.  By  an  exami- 
uatioD  of  these  affidavits,  you  will  find  this  was  a 
^cry  slariQK  and  wanton  violation  of  the  neutral- 
ity of  the  United  States,  and  such  as  wilt  require 
iDcit  serious  attention.  The  distance  from  this 
citf  la  the  place  where  the  act  was  committed 
piCTented  our  interfering  in  time.  As  soon  as  I 
itceiied  intelligence  of  it  from  the  British  Consul, 
1  ordered  an  armed  force  from  Fort  Johnson 
ptoeeed  to  the  Oracabisaa,  to  protect  her,  wh 
mihio  our  harbor  and  the  jurisdiictionallineof  the 
(bailed States,  from  seizure,  depredation,  or  insult; 
Wl  the  cutter  was  not  able  to  get  dowa  before  the 


chip  was  destroyed,  and  the  privateer  had  put  to 
sea,  and  proceeded  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  where  she  captured  the  Pallas  and  theMaiy 
the  next  day.  As  1  am  convinced  these  violatioiu 
'  <ui  neutrality  within  our  harbors  and  limits 
lot  be  countenanced  by  the  French  Oovem- 
t,  but  are  geDerally  committed  by  vessels  not 
commissioned,  or  which  proceed  contrary  to  their 
instructions,  I  have  considered  it  my  duty  to  truia- 
rait  them  to  you  for  your  determination,  and  have 
requested  the  collector  to  forward  copies  to  the 
proper  department.  The  trade  of  this  city  being 
extremely  important  to  the  revenue  of  the  United 
States,  and  much  expoted,  from  its  southern  sitn- 
BtioD,  to  cruisers  from  the  FlorJdas,  Bahamas,  and 
the  West  Indies,  British  as  well  as  French,  (for 
they  have  both  lately  captured  a  number  of  out 
vessels,)  1  conceive  it  would  be  proper  that  a  rer- 
enue  cutler  of  at  least  twenty  guns  should  be 
equipped  for  the  use  of  this  port,  and  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  neutrality  of  the  United  Slates  with- 
in our  jurisdictional  line,  until  the  establtshmeot 
ofa  general  peace,  which.  I  trust,  will  soon  taka 

K'  ce;  and  ibatall  our  differences  with  the  French 
puUicwill  be  honorably  and  amicably  adjusted. 
I  have  the  honor,  Slc. 

CHARLES  PINCKNEY. 


State  or  Soittb  Carolina,  ctiy  of  Cftarferton; 
By  John  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Justice  of  the  Q,uonim  in 
and  for  the  said  State,  nnd  Notary  Public,  bjr 
lawful  authority  duly  sworn,  admitted,  and  com- 
missioned, residing  and  practising  in  the  city 
and  Slate  aforesaid. 

Do  hereby  certify  that,  on  the  day  of  the  dale 
hereof,  pereunallv  came  and  appeared  before  me 
the  said  notary,  Jonathan  Story^masier  of  theship 
Oracabissa,  of  London,  who.  being  duly  sworn  oti 
the  Holy  Evaneelists  of  Almightjr  QmA,  did  de- 
pose, testify,  and  declare,  that  on  his  voyage  from 
Jamaica,  loaded  with  sugar  and  rum,  bound  for 
London,  he  met  with  severe  gales  of  wind,  by 
which  ne  lost  his  main  and  mizen  masts,  and 
sprting  a  leak ;  that  being  in  great  distress  off  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  the  British  Consul,  having 
had  information  of  his  situation,  sent  six  or  seven 
men  to  assist  him,  and  enable  him  to  get  over  the 
bar,  and  up  to  Charleston,  to  repair  the  said  vessel; 
that,  after  several  days  lying  at  anchor  off  the  bar, 
on  Friday  evening,  the  toirteenth  of  this  instant) 
October,  he  got  over  the  bar  with  the  said  ship, 
and  came  (o  anchor  in  Five  Fathom  Hole,  in  the 
harbor  of  Charleston  aforesaid  ;  the  wind  being 
contrary,  he  could  not  proceed  up  to  the  city; 
that,  on  Monday  evening,  the  sixteenth  of  said 
month,  about  sun-down,  he  saw  a  small  armed 
schooner  come  over  the  oar,  and  came  to  anchoi 
to  the  north-northwest  of  said  ship,  but  showed 
no  colors;  that  immediately  after  tne  said  armed 
schooner  weighed  anchor,  and  came  close  up  un- 
derlheir  starboard  quaiter,  and  came  to  aochoij 
ordered  him  to  hoist  out  his  boat,  hut  on  his  an- 
swering bis  boat  was  stove^  they  sent  their  boat^ 
with  an  officer  and  four  or  five  armed  meo^  with 
pistols  and  cutluses,  took  forcible  possessiOD  of 
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ALid  ship  Oiacabissa,  ordered  ihe  deponent,  with 
his  papers,  od  board  the  said»:liooner,aDd  cnrried 
bim  and  one  man  on  board,  Rod  sent  the  boat,  with 

four  or  6re  armed  men,  □□  board  tbe  said  ship; 
that,  when  he  gol  on  board,  he  perceived  two  car- 
riage zuns,  but  the  small  arms  were  concealed 
itora  him;  [hnt  he  aaked  the  name  or  the  said 
schooner,  and  Ihe  Capiain's  name,  bui  they  refused 
lo.iDform  him ;  one  of  the  men  said  she  came  from 
Cape  FraQ9ois,  and  was  a  French  privateer-,  that, 
Bs  soon  as  (he  boat  went  the  secood  lime  with 
meri  on  board,  he  saw  them  beein  to  plunder  the 
Tessel  and  cargo,  and  continued  to  do  so  (ill  eight 
o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning ;  that  they  brought 
M  much  rum  and  sugar  of  the  cargo,  and  the  rig- 
^iog  and  fails  of  the  vessel,  as  they  could  stow 
ID  tne  said  privateer;  that  at  nine  o'clock  they 
cut  the  said  ship  Oracabissa's  cables,  and  set  her 
on  fire  in  four  several  places,  to  wit — fore,  main, 
«nd  after  hatchway,  and  in  the  gun  room;  the 
ahip  then  drifted  on  the  breakers,  near  the  shore  ; 
after  which,  the  Captaiu  of  the  said  privateer  told 
him  he  had  filly  meii  on  board,  but  would  not  tell 
bim  his  name,  ur  the  vessel's  name ;  also  said  that 
the  Captain  of  a  British  frigate  had  burned  a  pri- 
Tateer  he  commanded  in  Hampton  Roads,  and  for 
that  reason  he  burned  the  ship,  but  could  he  have 
carried  her  off,  he  would  have  done  it;  that  the 
deponent  received  part  of  his  clothes  in  a  bag,  and 
received  no  personal  bad  treatment,  himself  or 
crew;  immediately  after,  the  privateer  weighed 
anchor,  eol  over  the  bar,  and  went  into  Stono  In- 
let, and  landed  hira  with  fifteen  men  on  the  beach, 
being  the  whole  number  on  board  the  ship  when 
taken  at  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  con* 
trary  to  the  lawsof  neutrality  and  of  nations;  that 
they  gol  to  Mr.  Taylor's,  who  treated  thero  very 
kind,  and  in  a  friendly  manner. 

JONATHAN  STORY. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I,  the  aaid  notary,  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal  t^  office, 
at  Charleston,  this  18ih  day  of  October,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1797.  and  in  the  22d  year  of  the 
lltdependence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
JNO.  MITCHELL, 
Q.  U.  Notary  Public 

State  of  Soutb  Ciholika,  city  of  Ckarleston: 
By  John  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Justice  of  the  Quorum  in 
and  for  the  said  State,  aod  Notary  Public,  by 
lawful  authority  duly  sworn,  admitted,  and  com- 
missioned, residing  and  practicing  in  the  city 
aad  Stale  aforestid. 

Do  hereby  certify  that,  on  the  day  of  the  dale 
hereof,  personally  came  and  appeared  before  me, 
the  said  notary,  Michael  Delany,  who,  being  duly 
•worn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God, 
did  depose,  te9tify,and  declare, that  be  isabranch 
pilot  belonging  to  Charleston ;  that  on  this  morn- 
iDg  A.  M.  as  he  was  conducting  the  brig  Hannah, 
orCharlesion,  Cajilain  Daniel  Byihewood,  into 
harbor,  this  17th  instant,  at  a  quarter  past  nine 
o'clock,  he  discovered  the  British  ship  Oraeabissa 
on  Are, from  her  stem  to  the  main  hatch;  but, be- 


ing then  about  four  ntiles  distant  from  her,  he 
cannot  be  more  particular;  that,  at  the  time  he 
first  discovered  the  fire,  there  were  no  colors  fly- 
ing that  he  could  perceive,  but  in  a  few  minutes 
afltr  he  saw  colors  flying  at  the  fore-topmast  head, 
but  could  not  distinguish  of  what  nation 

MICHAEL  DELANY,  bis  ><;  mark. 

Captain  Daniel  Bvlhewood  being  also  duly 
sworn  agreeably  to  law,  deposeih  that,  on  ihit 
morning,  about  a  quarter  past  nine  o'clock,  being 
in  the  brig  Hannah,  of  Charleston,  under  his  com- 
mand, as  he  was  crossing  the  bar  of  Charleston, 
having  Michael  Delany,  a  branch  pilot,  on  board, 
he  saw  a  large  ship  dismantled,  and  at  anchor  in 
Five  Fathom  Hole,  within  the  bar  and  harbor  of 
Charleston  ;  he  saw  the  smoke  and  flames  issuing 
from  the  said  ship  from  her  item  to  the  main 
hatchway;  that  when  he  first  discovered  the  smoke 
be  perceived  no  colors,  but  afterwards  saw  colon 
flying  at  the  fore-topmast  head,  but  could  not  dis- 
tinguish to  what  nation  they  belonged. 

DANIEL  BYTHEWOOD. 

Mr.  John  Colboun  being  also  duly  sworn  agree- 
able to  taw.  depcseih  that,  on  yesterday  the  six- 
teenth of  ihis  iiislant,Octolier,anoat  half  past  one 
o'clock  P.  M.,  he  went  on  board  the  British  ship 
Oracabis.''a,  in  Five  Fathom  Hole,  commanded  bv 
Captain  Story,  with  provisions  sent  by  His  Bri- 
tannic Majesty's  Consul  for  the  captain  and  mea 
on  board,  the  said  ship  having  lost  her  main  and 
mizen  masts,  being  in  distress  from  severe  gales, 
and  a  great  leak  which  kept  one  pump  going; 
about  half  past  two,  being  at  dinner  with  the  cap- 
tain, one  of  the  seamen  came  and  informed  him 
there  was  a  picaroon  coming  in,  he  had  better  be 
on  his  guard  for  fear  of  an  attack,  when  the  cap- 
tain asEed  the  deponent  to  go  out  and  look  at  ifie 
said  picaroon,  which  he  did,  and  waj  of  opintcm, 
with  the  seamen  and  pilot,  that  the  said  picarooit 
ur  privateer  was  an  enemy's  vessel  ;  that  the  sea- 
men wanted  to  fire  at  her;  but,  by  the  advice  of 
the  deponent,  ibe  captain  forbad  it,  but  got  the  six- 
pounder  in  order  to  defend  the  vessel  if  sbe  was 
attacked ;  (he   aaid  picaroon  came   over  the  bar, 

Eassed  the  ship,  and  came  to  an  anchor  between 
er  and  the  light-house;  soon  after,  the  said  pica- 
roon weighed  anchor  and  came  to  N.  N.  W.,  at 
between  two  and  three  miles  distance,  abont  five 
o'clock ;  the  deponent  left  the  ship  and  proceeded 
to  Charleston  in  a  whale  boat,  with  two  negroes; 
that  he  rowed  close  under  the  stem  of  the  said 
picaroon  or  schooner  privateer  to  endeavor  to  find 
out  what  she  was;  that  he  hailed  her  and  asted      | 
from  whence  she  came,  to  which    answer  was 
made  in  bad  or  broken  English,  from  Savannah, 
and  also  desired  the   deponent  to  come  on  board,     , 
to  which  he  refused;  he  then  asked  himifhewai     I 
a  pilot,  he  answered,  no;  but  would  send  him  one 
if  he  wanted  one;  to  this  the  same  voice  asked 
what  ship  that  was,  to  which  he  replied.  Ay  !  ay !     j 
He  then  rowed  towards  the  ship  to  put  them  on     I 
their  guard,  on  which  the  said  picaroon  weighed 
anchor  and  endeavored  to  cut  him  off  from  the     I 
ship,  but  he  hailed  the  shi|i  and  told  them  to  lake 
care,  at  which  lim«  the  stud  schooner  fired  a  shot     ' 
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ai  him  ;  he  Xbea  ordered  the  sail  sel,  and  stood  for 
the  light-house,  al  which  lime  he  received  a  sec- 
ond shot,  and  was  chased  until  he  got  into  shoat 
wiler;  they  then  fired  a  third  shot,  but  were  ob- 
liged to  desist  chasing,and,proceed[DglD  theship, 
came  id  anchor  about  a  mite  from  her  stern  ;  lie 
thea  proceeded  lo  Charleston,  and  about  nine 
o'clocfc  informed  the  BrilUb  Consul  of  the  above 
Mrtieulars. 

JOHN  COLHOUN. 

In  testimony  whereof,  1,  the  said  notary,  have 
hereoDto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal  of  office, 
11  Charleston,  ibis  17th  day  of  October,  iu  the  year 
of  OUT  Lord  1797,  and  in  ihe  22d  year  of  the  inde- 
peadence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
JNO.  MITCHELL, 
Q.  U.  Iihtan/ Public. 

State  or  South  CisouiiA,ciii/ofC^tarUsloa! 
By  John  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Justice  of  the  Quorum  in 
udfor  the  said  Slate,  and  Noury  Public,  by 
UwfnlButUority  duly  9Worn,adn]i(ted,  and  com- 
missioDed,  residing  and  practising  in  the  city 
■Dd  State  aforesaid. 

Do  hereby  certify  that,  on  the  day  of  the  date 
t«reof^  personally  came  and  appeared  before  me 
die  said  nolary,  Mr.  Shadrach  Turner,  of  Charles- 
ton, a  pilot,  who,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy 
BoDgetists  of  Almighty  gSkI,  did  depose,  testify, 
Uid  declare  that,  on  Monday,  the  16th  inslant,  he 
vas  sent  on  board  the  British  ship  Oracabissa, 
Cipuin  Story,  who  lay  at  anchor  in  Five  Fathom 
Hole,  within  the  bar  and  harbor  of  Charleston,  in 
distress,  to  relieve  tbepilotwhohad  been  on  hoard 
sereial  days  and  was  sick;  that  about  three  o'clock 
asmall  French  schooner  privateer  came  over  the 
bar  and  came  to  anchor  lo  the  northward  of  the 
said  ship ;  that  seeing  a  boat  go  from  ihe  ship, 
which  Mr.  ColhouQ  was.  the  privateer  got  under  | 
*ay  aad  chased  her  until  she  got  into  Light-house 
n«ek,  then  run  up  under  the  stem  of  the  said  ship, 
ud  came  to  ancboT  on  her  starboard  quarter, 
lulled  her,  and  asked  from  whence  she  came,  and 
was  answered  from  Jamaica,  and  came  there  in 
distress;  ihey  then  ordered  the  captain  to  lower 
his  boat  dowD,  and  come  on  board ;  he  answered 
ike  boat  was  stove ;  on  which  the  privateer  hoist- 
fA  his  boat  out,  and  sent  a  lieutenant  and  another 
(Acer  with  two  men  on  board,  who  took  forcible 
possession  of  the  ship  as  a  prize  to  said  privateer, 
and  sent  the  captain  with  his  papers  on  board  her, 
and  afterwards  sent  several  more  men  on  board  to 
assist  in  pumping,  who  began  to  plunder  the  ves- 
sel-and  continued  to  do  so  al!  nighty  sent  sugar, 
tnm,  cordage,  and  sails  on  board  the  said  schooner, 
■s  Qinch  as  could  be  stowed,  till  eight  o'clock  in 
the  morning  of  the  17th,  when  they  sent  Captain 
Story  DD  board  the  ship  to  gel  bis  clothes,  and  f«e 
Ihey  had  taken  none ;  that  between  eight  and  nine 
all  the  people  were  sent  on  board  the  privateer, 
and  It  nine  o'clock  thev  set  her  on  fire  in  severai 
^es,  and  cut  her  cables ;  she  then  drifted  on  the 
FoUy  Breakers,  with  her  eqlors  firing ;  they  then 
g<H  voAtt  way,  and  stood  over  the  har  and  into 


Stono  lolei,  where  all  the  people  were  landed  but 
the  deponent,  whom  ihey  kept  on  board,  having 
first  proposed  to  land  them  on  Ligbl-house  Island 
but  the  deponent  informed  them  it  could  not  be 
done  with  safety ;  that  they  lay  in  Siono  all  the 
night;  that  yesterday  morning  they  got  oat  and 
bore  down  on  the  ship  Pallas  and  ship  Betsey, 
who  were  bound  for  Charleston ;  they  took  the 
Pallas  and  let  the  Betsey  go,  and  sent  the  depo- 
nent on  board  her,  in  which  vessel  he  got  up  to 
CharleniOQ  this  morning;  that  when  he  was  on 
board  the  privateer  the  captain  showed  him  his 
commission,  in  which  the  said  schooner  is  called 
the  Venitude,  and  the  captain,  Jordon,  of  Monte 
Christoi  that  he  was  well  treated  on  board. 

SHADRACH  TURNER. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I,  the  said  notary,  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal  of  office, 
al  Charleston,  this  ISth  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1797,  and  in  the  22d  year  of  ihe  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America. 
JNO.  MITCHELL. 
Q.  U.  Notary  PiMic. 

STiTB  OP  South  CxtiOi.mh,eityofChaTUilOK: 
By  John  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Justice  of  the  Quorum  in 
and  for  the  said  State,  and  Notary  Public,  by 
lawful  authority  duly  sworn,  admitted,  and  com- 
missioned, residing  and  practising  in  the  city 
and  Slate  aforesaid. 

Do  hereby  certify  that,  on  the  day  of  the  date 
hereof,  personally  came  and  appeared  before  me, 
the  said  notary,  William  Minott,  who,  being  duly 
sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  Ood, 
did  depose,  teslifyj  and  declare,  that  he  was  em- 
ployed by  Benjamm  Moodie,  Esq.,  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  Consul  in  this  city,  to  go  on  board  the 
British  ship  Oracabissa,  Captain  Story,  who  waa 
in. great  distress,  having  lost  her  main  and  mizen 
mast,  and  sprung  aleak;  that,  on  the  9th  day  of 
this  inslantj  October,  he,  with  six  more  men,  went 
from  this  city,  and  got  on  board  said  vessel,  then 
about  three  leagues  over  the  bar;  thai  they  came 
to  anchor  that  evening,  and  on  Friday,  the  13th, 
the  ship  got  over  the  bar  of  Charleston,  and  came 
to  anchor  iu  Five  Fathom  Hole,  thf  wind  being 
contrary  could  not  proceed  for  the  city  ;  that  the 
ship  continued  at  anchor  till  Monday  afternoon, 
abuut  three  o'clock,  when  a  small  armed  schooner 
privateer  came  over  the  bar,  and  came  to  anchor 
about  north  of  the  ship;  ihat  a  little  before  sun- 
down the  said  schooner  weighed  anchor,  and 
cams  close  along  Ale  said  ship  and  dropped  an- 
chor; that  she  had  no  colors  up.  They  ordered 
the  captain  of  the  ship  to  hoist  out  his  boat  and 
come  on  board  with  his  papers,  who  answered  the 
boat  waa  stove ;  they  then  sent  him  their  boat 
with  an  officer  and  four  or  five  armed  men,  who 
took  forcible  possession  of  the  vessel,  and  carried 
the  captain,  with  his  papers,  and  the  boatswain, 
on  board  tne  privateer,  and  detained  them,  ana 
sent  the  boat  again  with  more  men  on  board  the 
ship;  that  they  immediately  began  to  plunder  the 
cargo  and  vessel,  and  continued  to  carry  sugar, 
rum,  coffee,  cordage,  aod  sails,  all  night,  with  all 
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the  other  articles  they  could  carry;  that,  oa  tlie 
momiag  of  Tuesday,  the  17ih,  about  nine  or  ten 
o'clock,  they  set  the  Baid  ship  Oracnbissa  on  fire 
in  three  places  that  he  saw  cut  both  cables,  by 
which  she  drifted  on  the  Folly  Breakers,  close  by 
the  light-house  shore ;  that  the  deponent  was  in- 
formed tbe  said  privateer  was  called  the  Adven- 
ture, from  Cape  F'ran9ois,  Captain  Jordan;  the? 
then  look  the  deponent,  Captain  Story  and  all 
the  men  on  board  of  the  ship  on  boaid  the  priva- 
teer, got  under  way  and  over  the  bar,  then  run 
into  Stono  Inlet,  where  they  landed  all  the  peo- 
ple except  Mr.  Turner,  the  pilot,  whom  they  ear- 
ned away.  WILLIAM  MINOTT. 

In  tesiiuiony  whereof,  I,  tbe  said  notary,  have 
berenuio  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal  of  office, 
at  CbarlesloD,  the  19th  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
of  OUT  Lord  1797,  and  in  the  22d  year  of  the  inde- 
pendenceof  the  United  States  of  America. 
JNO.  MITCHELL, 
a  U.  Notary  Public 

State  of  Sodtb  CAStoLiKA,cilyofCharUtlon: 
By  John  Milchellj  Esq.,  Justice  of  the  ftuorum  in 
and  for  the  Mid  State,  snd  Notary  Public,  by 
lawful  authority  duly  sworn,  adtnilted,  and  com- 
missioned, residing  and  practising  in  the  city 
aforesaid. 

Do  hereby  certify  that,  on  tb«  day  of  the  date 
hereof,  personally  came  and  appeared  before  me, 
the  saia  aotaiy,  Daniel  Allen,  master  of  the  ship 
Flora,  of  Providence,  in  tbe  State  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and, who  being  duly  iivorn  on  the  Huly  Evangel- 
ists of  Almighty  Qod.  did  depose,  testify,  and  de- 
clare, that  he  sailed  from  Turk's  Island  oil  tbe  10th 


rived  at  the  bar  on  yesterday,  the  18th  iastaut, 
and  on  this  morning  got  over  the  bar,  when  a 
small  French  privateer  schooner  came  along  side, 
and  obliged  him  to  haul  bis  wind  atid  return  over 
the  bar  at  a  very  considerable  risk,  having  no  pilot 
on  board.  After  he  got  over  the  bar.  tbe  said 
privateer  obliged  him  to  take  six  men  oelonzing 
to  the  brig  Mary  on  board  his  vessel,  when  they 
nermitteiihim  to  proceed  over  tbe  bar  and  up  to 
Uie  city,  where  he  arrived  about  11  o'clock  this 
day,  the  IDOi  instant. 

DANIEL  ALLEN. 


pendeace  of  the  United  States  ot  America. 

JNO.  MITCHELL,  Q.  U.  Not.  Pub. 

State  of  South  Carolina,  cUyqf  CAorlecton.- 
By  John  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Justice  of  the  Q,uorum  in 
and  for  the  said  State,  acd  Notary  Public,  by 
lawfulauibority  duly  sworn,  admitted,  and  com- 
missioned, residiag  and  practising  in  the  city 
and  State  aforetaid. 
Do  hereby  certify  that,  on  the  day  of  the  dale 


hereof.  persoDally  came  and  appeared  before  me^ 
the  said  notary,  Thomas  Pierson,  first  male,  Ro- 
bert GlaiMer,  second  mate,  Alexander  Jordon,  and 
Benjamin  Jefiries,  seameci,  on  board  the  ship  Pal- 
las, of  Charleston,  who  being  severally  duly 
sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Atmighl;  God, 
did  depose,  testify,  and  declare,  that  they  sailed  on 
board  thesaid  ship  Pallas  from  Port  Glasgow, com- 
manded by  Captain  John  Hnnier,  loaded  wiih 
coals  and  dry  goods,  American  property,  and 
bound  for  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Ca- 
ralina,  aforesaid,  on  Monday,  the  12th  day  of  Au- 
gust last,  being  all  natives  of  the  United  State*; 
that  they  arrived  in  said  ship  off  the  bar  of  Charles- 
ton on  Monday,  the  16th  of  this  instant,  October ; 
that  on  Wednesday,  the  IBth,  about  12  o'clock, 
they  were  in  ten  fathams  water,  N.  N.  W..orthe 
Charleston  light-house,  about  six  leagues  from  tbe 
land,  when  a  small  schooner,  a  French  privateer, 
which  they  were  informed  was  called  the  Forti- 
tude, commanded  by  Captain  Jordoo,  carryiag 
two  six-ponnder»,  came  up,  having  then  an  Eog- 
lish  jack  flving,  and  ordered  them  to  hojstoutthe 
boat,  and  tne  captain  to  come  on  board,  and  bring 
his  papers  with  bim ;  that  being  some  time  get- 
ting, the  privateer  sent  her  boat  along  side,  and 
an  officer  with  armed  men  came  on  board,  and  for- 
ciblv  took  Captain  Hunter,  two  men,  and  a  boy, 
on  board  the  privateer,  and  sent  more  men  on 
board  the  ship,  took  possession  of  her  as  a  prize  to 
the  said  privateer,  put  the  deponents,  with  four 
more  of  the  crew,  and  two  passengers,  an  boud 
the  ship  Mary,  of  Hamburg,  leaving  Cspiain 
Hunter,  two  men,  and  a  boy,  on  board  the  Psilas; 
that  the  officer  who  was  put  on  board  thesaid  ship 
Pallas  said  he  would  carry  her  to  Cape  Francois, 
■■    --  -  the 


ROBERT  GLAISTER, 
ALEXANDER  GORDON, 
BENJ.  JEFFRIES,  his  ^  ma'k- 


at  Charleston  this  19th  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1797,  and  in  the  22d  year  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  Slates  of  America. 
JNO.  MITCHELL, 
Q.  U.  Notmy  PvbHt. 


State  OP  SouTB  CABOLiNA,ct/y  q/'CAorlefton: 
By  John  Mitchell^  Esq.,  Justice  of  the  Quornn)  in 
and  for  the  said  State,  and  notary  public,  by 
lawfal  authority  duly  sworn,  admitted,  andcom- 
missioned,  residing  and  practising  in  the  city 
and"  State  aforesaid. 

Do  hereby  certify  that,  on  the  day  of  the  dtt> 
hereof,  personally  came  and  aopeared  before  lae^ 
the  said  notary,  Ithamar  Haskin,  second  matft 
Tbomas  Davis,  Isaac  Sanford,  John  Clark,  inil 
Thomas  Smith,  seamen  on  board  tbe  brig  Marji 
of  Savannah,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  who  being 
duly  sworn  on  the  Hdly  Evangelists  of  Almighty 
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God,  did  depose,  lesiify  and  declare,  that  they 
ni!d  OD  board  the  saiil  brig  Mary,  of  Sayanaah, 
in  Georgia,  commanded  by  Francis  Liahlboroe, 
from  Savanoah  aforesaid,  Douad  fur  LonaoQ ;  that 
tiiey  and  each  of  them  are  uaiire  AiDericaos; 
tiiai  ihey  arrived  at  London,  and  on  the  7[b  day 
of  July  last,  being  loaded  with  porter  and  dry 
^oods,  ihev  sailed  in  said  vessel  under  the  com- 
oiandof  the  said  Captain  Light  boroe;  John  Staf' 
ford,  first  toate,  and  a  boy;  haring  a  long  pas- 
oee.  they  did  not  arrive  on  the  coast  of  America 
lill  Wednesday  moraine,  the  18th  instant,  Octo- 
ber;  they  made  the  land  Dear  Charleston  harbor 
in  sixteen  fathoms  water ;  thataboul  eight  o'clock 
in  the  night  of  the  same  day,  beiog  in  eight  fath- 
oms irater,  aboat  three  leagues  from  iheTand  and 
%h[-house  of  CharlestOD,  a  small  French  priva- 
teer schooner,  carrying  two  guns  and  several 
svivrls,  came  along  side  the  said  brig,  hailed  her, 
nd  ordered  the  captain  with  his  papers  in  come 
onboard,  which  he  did.  They  detained  the  cap- 
ttia  and  two  men,  and  sent  an  officer  with  eight 
men  on  board  the  said  brig,  who  took  forcible  pos- 
■essioQ  of  her  as  a  prize  to  said  privateer;  that 
ibii  morning  the  deponents  were  put  on  board  the 
iUp  Flora,  of  Providence,  Sute  of  Rhode  Island, 
vho  brought  them  loCharieston,  South  Carolina, 
ind  landed  them  about  eleven  o'clock ;  the  said 
Capiaia  Lightboine^  John  Stafford,  the  male, 
ua  the  boy,  being  put  on  boBTd  the  said  brig  Mary, 
Tbom  the  prize-master  declared  he  would  carry 
to  Cspe  Franfois,  in  St.  Domingo,  where  he  said 
>Ik  came  from  and  belonged  to,  but  never  boinled 
Uf  colors  during  the  whole  time. 

ITHAMAR  HASKIN, 

THOMAS  DAVIS,  his  i^  ourk. 

ISAAC  SANDFORD, 

JOHN  CLARK, 

THOMAS  SMITH,  his  >^  mark. 

In  lestioioay  whereof,  I,  the  said  notary,  have 
hereunto  set  my  haod.andaffixedmyseal  of  office. 
aiCbirlestoQ.  this  19ta  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1797  and  in  the  33d  year  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  Stales  of  America. 
JNO.  MITCHELL, 
Q.  V.  Notary  Public. 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 


Stnikmai  of  the  Haute  of  KeprMentatives : 

In  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  and  the 
documeats  herewith  transmitted,  will  be  found 
"ich  information  as  is  in  our  possession,  of  the 
h>swi  recovered  by  the  citizens  ofihe  United  States, 
tuider  the  treaty  made  with  Great  Britain,  which 
ve  now  presented  to  the  House  of  Represenla- 
tiTet  in  compliance  with  their  request,  in  their 
Kwiation  of  the  fiiat  of  this  month. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
Uhitio  Statbb,  FeMS,  1798. 


Department  of  State, 

February  16, 1798. 
The  Secretary  of  State  respectfully  presents, 
as  directed,  the  annexed  papers,  exhibiting,  pur- 
suant to  a  resolve  of  (heHouseoirRepreseniBlive& 
of  the  Srsi  instant,  "a  statement  of  the  losses  re- 
covered by  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  under 
thetreaty  made  with  Greal  Britain  ;"  and,  as  far  as 
he  possesses  information,  "specifying  those  cases 
which  have  actually  been  decided  in  the  Court  of 

Document  A  contains  a  schedule  of  the  cases  of 
costs  and  damages  which,  in  order  to  Bave  the 
delay  and  expense  attending  their  proseculion  be- 
fore the  judiciary  tribunals,  were  referred,  by  the 
consent  of  the  American  and  British  Oovetnmenls, 
to  the  decision  of  Sir  William  Scott,  the  King*! 
Advocate  General,  and  Doctor  John  Nichoil,  the 
advocate  retained  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
The  annexed  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bayard. 
the  American  agent,  dated  38tb  February.  1797, 
and  marked  A  A,  will  show  how  advantageously 
to  the  claimaots  this  cla?s  of  cases  was  settled  by 
the  referees.  The  sums  awarded  were  paid  on 
iheSSlh  of  last  July. 

Document  B  coniaina  a  list  of  the  causes  in 
which,  on  the  29th  of  last  July  (the  date  of  the 
latest  communication  upon  the  subject)  restitution 
had  been  decreed  by  (he  Board  of  Commssion* 
ers  appointed  to  cany  into  effect  the  7th  article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigatioi^ 
with  Qieat  Britain;  and  document  C  contain* 
such  cases  wherein  the  amount  of  the  awards  had 
been  paid  at  the  lime  mentioned,  being  all  that 
were  then  due.  It  in  proper  to  add,  that,  in  « 
letter  from  the  American  Commissioners,  dated 
the  S9th  of  July,  1797,  they  intimaie  that,  "except 
some  mote  cases  of  capture,  under  the  orders  of 
1795,  for  taking  vessels  loaded  with  provisions, 
there  is  very  lilUe  prospect  of  any  other  being  in  a 
state  to  come  before  the  Commissioners,  till  the 
term  of  eighteen  months,  from  the  commencement 
of  their  business,  shall  have  expired.  Every  cause, 
in  which  the  parties  were  furnished  with  the  ne- 
cessary evidence,  had  been  decided;  and  they 
trusted,  that  almost  every  principle  of  importance, 
or  liable  to  contest,  had  been  settled  and  deter- 
mined, until  the  question  should  be  agitated,  if 
any  should  ever  be  made,  of  their  right  to  judge 
on  cases  not  decided  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Appeal,  after  the  said  term  of  eighteen  months  is 

The  Department  of  State  is  not  in  possession  of 

documents  from  wliich  any  tolerably  accurate  or 

prehensive  statement  can  be  made  of  the  de- 

}n  decreeing  restitution,  or  reversing  sentences 

of  condemnation,  which  have  actually  taken  place 
in  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  and  Court  of 
Appeals'  in  prize  causes ;  but  owing  to  the  multi- 
plicity of  business  which,  in  time  of  war,  accu mu- 
tates upon  them,  and  to  the  small  space  of  lima 
allotted  for  the  sittings  of  the  latter,  there  is  red- 
son  to  believe  that  no  great  despatch  has  been 
given  to  the  decision  of  the  American  causes  de- 
pending therein.    Document  D  contains  soch  at 
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hare  been  extracted  from  the  imperfect  papers, 
with  which  the  Departmeat  of  State  is  furnished 
in  retatioit  to  that  suhject. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 
To  the  President  o/'fAe  UttUed  States : 

[The  schedules,  or  lists,  being  merely  the  Qames 
of  theTesBelsaod  the  atnounts  awarded,  are  omit- 
ted.] 


TUNIS. 
[C<iiiuiiaiiic«t«d  to  the  Seoate,  Feb.  31, 1T9S.] 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  : 

Haviog  received  the  original  treaty  concluded 
between  the  United  States  and  ihe  Government 
of  Tunis,  1  lay  it  before  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  wbethet  they  advise  and  consent  to  its 
rstification.  JOHN  ADAMS. 

United  States,  Feb.  31,  1798. 

e  or  be  made 

Whereas  the  underwritten  David  Humphreys 
bath  been  duly  appointed  Commissioner  Plenipo- 
tentiary, by  Jetters  patent  under  the  signature  of 
the  President  and  seal  of  the  United  Slates  of 
America,  dated  the  30th  day  of  March,  1795,  for 
negotiating  and  concluding  a  Treaty  of  Amity  and 
Commerce  with  the  moi't  excellent  and  illustrious 
Lord  the  Bey  and  Supreme  Commander  of  the 
State  of  Tunis :  whereas  in  conformity  to  the  necea- 
sary  authority  committed  to  him  therefor  be  did 
constitute  and  appointJoel  Barlow  an  agent  in  the 
business  aforesaid :  and  whereas  the  annexed  trealv 
was,  in  consequence  ihereof,  agreed  upon,  in  the 
maoaer  aodal  the  time  therein  mentioaed.  tnrough 
the  intervention  of  Joseph  Stephen  Famia,  invest- 
ed will]  full  powers  for  the  said  purpose : 

Now  know  ye.  that  I,  David  Humphreys,  Com- 
missioner Plenipotentiary,  aforesaid,  do  approve 
and  conclude  the  said  treaty  and  every  article  and 
clause  therein  coiitaiaed,re!ierviDgthe  seme,  never- 
theless, for  the  final  raiification  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  said 
United  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  signed  the  same 
with  lUy  name  and  affixed  thereto  my  seal, 
at  the  city  of  Madrid,  thi-t  14th  day  of 
Hovember,  1797. 

DAVID  HUMPHREYS. 


GOD  ta  IHPIHITE. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  greatest,  the  most 
powerful,  of -all  the  Pijocea  ol  the  Ottoman  nation, 
who  reigo  upon  the  earth,  our  most  glorious  and 
most  august  Emperor,  who  commands  the  two 
lands  and  the  two  seas,  Selim  Bian  the  Victorious, 
son  of  the  Sultan  Mouatafa,  whose  realm  may 
Qod  prosper  until  the  end  of  a^s,  the  support  of 
Kings,  the  seal  of  justice,  the  Emperor  of  Em- 


The  most  illustrious  and  most  magnificent  Prinn 
Hamouda  Pacha  Bey,  who  commands  the  Odgial 
of  Tunis,  the  abode  of  happiness,  and  the  most 
honored  Ibrahim  Dey,  and  Soliman,  Aga  of  the 
Janissaries,  and  cliief  of  the  Divan,  and  all  the 
elders  of  the  Odgiak,  and  the  most  dislinguiibed 
and  honored  Adams,  President  of  the  Congress  oT 
the  United  Slates  ol  America,  the  most  distio- 
guished  among  those  who  profess  the  religion  i>f 
the  Messiah,  of  whom  may  the  end  be  happy. 

We  have  concluded  between  us  thepresent  irraiv 
of  peace  and  friendship,  all  the  articles  of  whia 
have  been  framed  by  toe  intervention  of  Joseph 
Stephen  Famin.  French  merchant  residing  it 
Tunis,  Chargi  d'ASairs  of  the  United  Suiesof 
America,  which  stipulations  aud  conditions  iK 
comprised  in  twenty-three  articles,  written  and 
expressed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  no  doubt 
of  their  contents,  and  in  such  way  as  not  to  be 
contravened. 

Article  1.  There  shall  be  a  perpetual  and  con- 
stant peace  between  the  United  States  of  Ameritt 
and  the  magnificent  Pacha,  Bey  of  Tunis:  and  aim 
a  per manant  friendship,  which  shall  more  and  more 


Art.  3.  If  a  vessel  of  war  of  the  two  natiani 
shall  mabeprizeof  an  enemy  vessel,  in  which TDir 
be  found  effects,  property,  and  subjects  of  the  iwo 
contracting  parlies,  the  whole  shall  be  reslored: 
ihe  Bey  shall  restore  the  property  and  subjeclsaf 
the  United  Slates,  and  the  Matter  shall  mnhe  t 
reciprocal  restoration ;  it  being  understood  oq  bod) 
sides,  that  the  just  righl  of  what  is  claimed  shill 


3.  Merchandise  belonging  to  aoy  nitioi 
which  may  he  at  war  wilh  one  of  the  contracUDg 
parlies,  and  loaded  on  board  of  the  vessels  of  the 
other,  shall  pass  without  molestation,  and  wiihont 
any  attempt  being  made  to  capture  or  detain  it 

Art.  4.  On  both  sides,  sofficient  passports  shiU 
be  given  lo  vessels,  that  they  may  be  known  sad 
treated  as  friendly ;  and,  considering  the  disunw 
between  the  two  countries,  a  term  of  eighiwa 
months  is  giveUj  within  which  term  respecl  shnll 
be  paid  to  the  said  passports,  without  requiringtht 
coT^ordocument,(whicbaiTunis  is  called  lesta,) 
but  afler  the  said  term  the  crni^i  shall  be  presentot. 

Art.  5.  If  the  corsairs  of  Tunis  shell  meei  it 
sea  wilh  ships  of  war  of  the  United  States  hirinf 
under  theit  escort  merchant  vessels  of  their  Daiin, 
ibey  shall  not  be  searched  or  molested;  and  in 
such  case  the  commanders  shall  be  believed  upon 
their  word,  to  exempt  their  ships  from  being  visile^ 
and  to  avoid  quarantine;  the  American  ships  at 
war  shall  act  in  like  manner  towards  mercmt 
vessels  escorted  by  the  corsairs  of  Tunis. 

Abt.  6.  If  a  Tunisian  corsair  shall  meet  wiu 
an  American  merchant  vessel,  and  shall  visit  it 
with  her  boat,  she  shall  not  exact  anything,  undff 
pain  ofbeing  severely  punished;  and, in  litemtii" 
ner,  if  a  vessel  of  war  of  the  United  Sutesshi^ 
meet  with  a  Tunisian  merchant  vessel,  she  sbul 
observe  the  same  rule.  In  case  a  slave  shall  UR 
refuge  on  board  an  American  vessel  ofwar,  ih« 
Consul  shall  be  required  to  cause  him  to  be  re- 
stored ;  and  if  any  of  their  prisoners  shall  escapt 
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on  boud  of  the  TuaiaiaD  vessels,  they  sball  be  re- 
stored; bul  if  any  slave  shall  take  refuge  io  any 
AiiiericaD  mercbant  vessel,  and  it  shall  be  |>roved 
that  the  vessel  has  departed  with  the  said  slave, 
then  he  chall  be  retarned  or  his  raDsom  shall  be 
paid. 

Aht.  7.  An  American  citizen  having  purchased 
a  prize  vessel  from  our  Odgiak,  may  sail  with  our 
passport,  which  we  tvill  deliver  for  the  term  of 
oae  year,  by  force  c)f  which  our  corsairs,  which 
may  meet  with  her.  shall  respect  her ;  the  Consul, 
CD  his  part,  shall  furnish  her  with  a  bill  of  sale, 
and,  considering  the  distsoce  of  the  two  countries, 
this  term  shall  suffice  to  obtain  a  passport  inform; 
but  alter  the  expiration  of  this  term,  if  our  corsairs 
shall  meet  wiib  her  without  [he  passport  of  the 
United  States,  she  shall  be  stoppea  and  declared 
good  prizes  as  well  the  vessel  as  toe  cargo  and  crew. 

Aar.  8.  If  a  vessel  of  one  of  the  contracting 
parties  shall  be  obliged  to  enter  into  a  port  of  the 
other,  and  may  have  need  of  provisions  and  other 
uticles,  ihey  shall  be  granted  to  her  without  any 
difficulty,  at  the  price  current  of  the  place ;  and  if 
such  a  vetsel  shall  have  suffered  at  sea,  and  shall 
have  need  of  repairs,  she  shall  be  at  liberty  to  un  - 
load  and  reload  her  cargo,  without  being  obliged 
to  pay  any  duty. 

Art.  9.  If,  by  accident,  and  by  the  permission 
of  God,  a  vessel  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties 
shall  be  cast  by  tempests  upon  the  coasts  of  the 
other,  and  shall  he  wrecked  or  otherwise  damaged, 
the  Commandant  of  the  place  shall  render  all  pos- 
sible assistance  for  its  preservation,  without  allow- 
ing any  person  to  matte  snv  opposition  ;  and  the 
proprietor  of  the  eflects  snail  pay  the  cost?  of 
salvage  to  those  who  may  have  been  employed. 

AaT.  10.  In  case  a  vessel  of  one  of  the  contract- 
ing parlies  shall  be  attacked  by  an  enemy  under 
the  cannon  ofthe  forts  of  the  other  party,  she  shall 
be  protected  and  defended  as  much  as  possible  j  and 
when  she  shall  set  sail,  no  enemy  shall  be  permit- 
ted to  pursue  her  from  the  same  pori,oi  any  other 
neighboring  port,  for  forty-eight  hours  after  her 
departure. 

Abt.  11.  When  a  vessel  of  war  of  one  of  tbe 
parties  shall  enter  a  port  ot  the  other,  she  shall-bc 
Minted  by  the  forts,  aud  shall  return  the  salute,  run 
for  gon,  neither  more  nor  less.    But  there  shall  be 

S'ven  by  the  parties,  respectively,  a  barrel  of  pow- 
T  for  every  gun  which  shall  be  required  for  the 

Abt.  12.  When  citizens  of  the  United  Stales 
come  with  the  dependencies  of  Tunis,  to  carry  on 
commerce,  the  same  respect  shall  be  paid  them  as 
the  merchants  of  other  nations  enjoy;  and  if  they 
choose  10  establish  themselves  within  our  ports,  no 
opposition  shall  be  made ;  and  they  shall  be  free  to 
avail  themselves  of  such  interpreters  as  they  may 
judge  necessary,  without  any  apposition  thereto, 
m  conformity  with  the  usages  of  other  nations; 
and  if  any  Tunisian  subject  bIibII  esublish  himself 
within  the  depettdenciet  ofthe  United  States,  he 
■hall  be  treated  in  ihe  same  manner.  If  a  Tunisian 
subject  shall  freight  an  American  vessel  and  load 
her  with  merchandise, and  he  shall  a^erwards  wish 
tounlade  iior  ship  the  same  on  board  of  another  ves- 


sel, we  will  not  permit  htm,  until  the  matter  shall 
i>e  decided  by  merchants,  who  shall  make  an  award 
thereon,  which  shall  be  conclusive.  No  captain 
shall  be  detained  against  his  wilt  in  port,  except  in 
the  ease  of  our  ports  being  shut  for  the  vessels  of 
all  other  nations;  which  may  extend  to  merchant 
vessels,  but  not  to  those  of  war.  Tbe  subjects  or 
citizens  ofthe  two  natrons  shall  be  protected  by 
the  Government  or  Commandants  of  the  places 
where  they  may  be,  and  not  hy  the  other  authorities 
ofthe  country,  in  case  I  he  Qovetoment  of  Tu- 
nis shall  have  need  of  an  American  vessel  for 
its  service,  the  captain  shall  freight  his  vessel,  and 
the  freight  shall  lie  paid  to  him  according  to  the 
acreemeni  of  the  Qoternmenl,  without  his  being 
aUowed  to  refute. 

Akt.  13.  If  among  the  crews  of  merchant  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,  there  shall  be  found  aub- 
jects  of  our  enemies,  ihey  shall  not  be  made  slavea, 
on  condition  that  they  do  not  exceed  a  third  ofthe 
crew :  and  when  ihey  do  exceed  a  third,  they  thall 
be  made  slaves;  the  present  article  only  concerns 
the  sailors,  and  not  the  passengers,  who  shall  ool 
be,  in  any  manner,  molested. 

Abt.  U.  The  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  who  shall  transport  info  tbe  kingdom  of 
Tunis  Ihe  mercbaodise  ot  their  coimtry,  in  tbe  ves- 
sels of  fbeir  nation,  shall  pay  three  per  cent.  duty. 
Such  as  may  be  laden  by  such  citizens  under  a 
foreign  Sag  coming  from  the  United  States,  or 
elsewhere,  shall  pay  ten  per  cent.  duty.  Such  as 
may  be  laden  by  foreigners  on  board  of  American 
vessels,  coming  from  any  place  whatever,  shall 
also  pay  ten  per  cent.  duty.  If  any  Tunisian  mer- 
chant wishes  to  carry  merchandise  of  bis  country, 
under  any  flag  whatever,  into  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  on  his  own  account,  he  shall  pay 
three  per  cent.  duty. 

Art.  15.  It  shall  be  free  for  the  citizens  of  tht 
United  States  to  carry  on  what  commerce  they 
please  in  tbe  kingdom  of  Tunis,  without  any  0]>- 
position,  and  they  shall  be  treated  like  the  mer- 
chants of  other  nations;  but  they  shall  not  carry 
on  commerce  in  wine,  nor  in  prohibited  articles; 
and  if  any  one  shall  be  detected  in  a  contraband 
trade,  he  shall  be  punished  according  to  the  lawa 
of  the  country.  The  Commandants  of  posts 
and  catties  shall  take  care  that  the  captains  and 
sailors  shall  not  load  prohibited  articles;  but  if  this 
should  happen,  [hose  who  shall  not  have  con tri ba- 
ted to  tbe  smuggling  shall  not  be  molested  nor 
searched,  no  more  tuan  the  vessel  and  cargo,  but 
only  the  offender,  who  shall  be  demandedto  be 
punished.  No  cspiain  shall  be  obliged  [o  receive 
merchandise  on  board  of  his  vessel,  nor  to  unlade 
Ihe  same,  against  hit  will,  un[il  his  freight  shall 
be  paid. 

Art.  16.  The  merchant  vessels  ofthe  United 
Stales  which  shall  cast  anchor  in  the  road  of  the 
Qoulette  or  any  other  port  ofthe  kingdom  of  Tu- 
nis, shall  be  obliged  lo  pay  the  same  anchorage 
for  entry  and  departure  which  French  vessels  pap, 
to  wit:  seventeen  piasters  and  an  half,  moaey  of 
Tunis,  for  entry,  if  they  import  merchandise,  and 
the  same  for  departure,  if  they  take  away  •  earg(>; 
but  they  shall  not  be  obliged  to  pay  anchorage  if 
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they  arrive  in  b&llasi,  and  depart  in  ilie  same 
manner. 

Art.  17.  Each  of  the  coairactiug  parties  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  establish  a  Consul  in  the  dependen- 
cies of  the  oih«ri  and  if  such  Consul  does  not  act 
in  conformity  with  the  usages  of  the  conulry,  like 
others,  the  GorerntneDi  of  the  place  shall  inform 
his  OoTernmeni  of  it,  to  the  end  that  he  may  be 
cbao^ed  and  replaced;  hui  he  shall  enjoy,  as  well 
for  himself,  as  his  family  and  suite,  the  proteciioa 
of  the  Gloreroment;  and  he  may  import,  for  his 
OWD  use,  all  his  proTisions  and  furniture  with- 
out paying  aoy  duty;  and  if  he  shall  import  mer- 
chandise, which  shall  be  lawful  for  him  to  do, 
he  shall  pay  duty  for  it. 

Art.  18.  If  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  either  of  the 
contracting  parlies,  being  within  the  possessions 
of  th«  other,  contract  debts,  or  enter  into  obliga- 
tions, neither  the  Consul  nor  the  natiou,  nor  any 
subjects  or  citizens  Thereof,  shall  be  in  any  manner 
responsible,  except  they  or  the  Consul  shall  have 
previously  become  bound  in  writing;  and,  wiihottt 
this  obligation  in  writing,  they  cannot  be  called 
upon  for  indemnity  or  satisfaction. 

Art.  19.  In  case  of  a  citizen  or  subject  of  either 
of  the  contracting  parties  dying  within  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  other,  the  Consul  or  the  Vekil  shall 
take  possession  of  his  effects,  (if  he  does  not  leave 
a  will,)  of  which  he  shall  make  an  inventory,  and 
the  Government  of  the  place  shall  have  nothing 
to  do  therewith  ;  and,  if  there  shall  be  no  ConiuT, 
the  effects  shall  be  deposited  in  the  bands  of  a 
confidential  person  of  tne  place,  taking  an  inven- 
tory of  the  whole,  that  tbeymay  eventually  be  de- 
livered to  those  to  whom  they  of  right  belong. 

Art.  30.  The  Consul  shall  be  the  jud^e  in  all 
disputes  between  his  fellow-cilizeDs  orsubjecis,  as 
also  between  all  other  persons  who  may  be  imme- 
diaieljr  under  his  protection  ;  and  in  all  eases 
wherein  he  shall  reqnire  the  assistance  of  the 
Government  where  he  resides  to  sanction  his  de- 
cisions, it  shall  be  granted  to  him. 

Art.  21.  If  a  citizen  or  subject  of  one  of  the 
pttrlies  shall  kill,  wound,  or  strike  a  citizen  or 
subject  of  the  other,  justice  shall  be  done  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  the  country  where  the  offence 
shall  be  committed.  The  Consul  shall  be  present 
at  the  trial;  but  if  any  offender  shall  escape,  the 
Consul  <iball  be  in  no  manner  responsible  for  it. 

Art.  33.  If  a  dispute  or  law  suit  on  commer- 
cial or  other  civil  matters  shall  happen,  the  trial 
shall  be  had  in  the  presence  of  the  Consul,  or  of  a 
confidential  person  of  his  choice,  who  shall  repre- 
sent him,  and  endeavor  to  accommodate  the  dif 
ference  which  may  have  happeaeJ  between  the 
citizens  or  subjects  of  the  two  nations. 

Art.  23.  If  any  difference  or  dispute  shall  take 
place  concerning  the  infraction  ofany  article  of 
the  present  treaty,  on  either  side,  peace  and  good 
harmony  shall  not  be  interrupted  until  a  friendly 
application  shall  have  been-made  for  satisfaction; 
and  resort  shall  not  be  had  to  arms  therefor,  ex- 
cept where  such  application  shall  have  been  re- 
jected ;  and  if  war  be  then  declared,  the  term  of 
one  year  shall  be  allowed  to  the  citizens  or  sub- 
jects of  the  contracting  parties  to  arrange  their 


affairs,  and  to  withdraw  themselves  with  their 
prc^rty. 

The  agreements  and  terms  above  concluded  by 
the  two  contracting  parties  shall  be  punctually  ob- 
served, with  the  wilt  of  the  Most  High.  And  for 
the  maintenance  and  exact  observance  of  the  said 
agreements,  we  have  caused  their  contents  to  be 
here  transcribed,  in  the  present  month  of  Rehia 
Elul,  of  the  Hegira  one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  twelve,  corresponding  with  the  month  of 
August,  of  the  Christian  year  one. thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-seven. 

The  AGA  SOLIMAN'S 

signature  and  seal. 
IBRAHM  DEY'S 

signature  and  seal. 
The  BEY'S 

signature  and  se«]. 


Aloiebb,  Atay  33, 1797. 
"The  peace  of  Tunis  is  concluded,  as  I  am  con 


being  enregislered,  signed,  and  sent  me.     It  i; 
the  footing  of  note  No.  3,  which  I  sent  yon  by 
Captain  (VBrien.    1  shall,  at  a  proper  time,  send 
you  copies  of  all   my  letters  on  this  subject,  to 
convince  the  Executive  I  could  do  no  better." 
[The  note  No.  3,  above  referred  to,  does  not  ap- 

Sar  among  the  papers  transmitted  by  Colonel 
iimphreys:  but  m  Captain  O'Brien's  journal  of 
his  mission  to  Tunis,  to  negotiate,  in  conjuaction 
with  Mi.  Famin,  a  peace  wiih  that  regency,  there 
are  three  notes  of  the  terms  of  peace ;  the  first, 
proposed  by  the  Bey,  containing  military  and  na- 
val stores,  estimated  at  sixly-erght  Ihou^nd  five 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  but  which  would  cost 
much  more ;  also,  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  cash, 
and  in  presents  twenty -two  thousand,  in  the  whole 
one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  five  himdred 
and  fifty  dollars.  Captain  O'Brien  having  reject- 
ed these  terms,  proposed  others  containing  mili- 
tary and  naval  stares  to  the  amount  of  iwenty- 
nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollar^  es- 
timated, as  before,  much  under  the  real  cost  to 
the  United  States,  and  cash  and  presents  the 
same  as  proposed  by  the  Bey,  the  whole  amount, 
one  hundred  and  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars.  These  terms  were  rejected  by  the 
Bey,  who  then  ofieied  the  following  as  defini- 

Terms  No.  3. 
Determined  terms  of  Hamouda,  Bashaw  of  Tunis, 
to  make  a  peace  with  the  United  States  ol 
America. 

36  guns,  12-pounders,  carriages  complete  for  sea. 
14  gun5,  8-pounders,  do. 

12,000  balls  from  4  to  34  lbs.  ■ 
250  quintals  of  gunpowder. 
50  quintals  of  mnsket  powder. 
20  keels  52  feet  long  each. 
500  knees,  oak. 
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SOO  forked  knees. 

60  masts  fit  for  vessels  from  36  guns  to  13 :  foor 
different  sizes. 

300  oars,  34  feet  long  each. 

800  Dik  plaok  from  3  to  37}  ioches,  from  13  to 
16  feet. 

5,000  pine  boards,  3  inches,  1  foot  broad,  13  and 
16  feet  long. 

300  pieces  ranging  timber,  pine,  9,  10,  11,  ftnd 
12  inches. 

10  cables  of  14  inches,  110,  120  fathoms  each. 

10  cables  of  13       do. 

15  hawsers,  from  6,  7, 8  inches. 

600  qaintals  Swedish  iron  in  bars. 

300  barrel*  of  pitch. 

'.iOO  barrels  of  rosin. 

200  barrels  of  tar. 

40  quintals  of  match  rope. 
TThe  above  called] 

Regalia,  supposed  amount  in  dollars,    35,000 

PfBce,  cost  m  money,        -        -        _    50,000 

Peaca  preMnts,         .        .        -        .    13,000 

Consuls'  presents,     ...        -     4,Q0O 

SackaUppe,  or  secret  service,  •        -     6,000 


Total 


\  dollars. 


-  107.000 


Etlnctof 


•  laKv  from  ColonalHumidinTs  to  the  Bane. 
tairofSt^e,  dated  at 

HaraiD,  November  14,  1797. 
"I  hare  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith 
tbe  original  treaty  lately  concluded  between  the 
United  Slates  and  Tanis,  for  the  consideration  of 
tbt  EiecDiive.  And  I  cannot  refrain  from  re- 
niDunendinK,  at  the  same  time,  to  the  favoraUe 
■Mice  of  Oovernmenl,  the  persevering,  intelli- 
pttt,  and  boDorable  conduct  of  Mr.  Joseph  Ste- 
phcD  Pamin,  in  the  management  of  this  tedious 
utd  difficult  negotiation." 

Dbpastheht  op  State, 

February  21,  1798. 
The  fore^oincf  extracts  from  Mr.  Barlow's  and 
Colonel  Hmmpltrey's  letters,  and   from  Captain 
O'Brien's  journal,  are  truly  made. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERINQ. 

'    Ih  Sbratb,  FBBRnaRY  38,  1798. 
Mr.  BtNoHAM,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
WIS  referred  the  consideralion  of  the  Treaty  with 
tlie  Bay  of  Tunis,  made  the  following  report : 

Thai  a  peace  with  the  Bey  of  Tunis,  after  a 
larieiy  of  difficulties,  and  a  tedious  oeeotiation, 
lus  been  at  length  concluded  on   the  following 
temu,  Tiz : 
In  money     .  -  -  -    $50,000 

In  naval  stores,  called  regalia         -      35,000 
In  peace  pre«eots    -  .  .       13,000 

In  Consuls'  presents  -  -        4,000 

[a  lackaiappa,  or  secret  service  mo- 
ney -  -  -  -        6,000 


The  greatest  portion  of  which,  it  U  supposed, 
hasalr^dy  been  disbursed  through  the  medium  of 
a  temporary  loan,  obtained  on  account  of  the 
United  States. 

The  committee  further  rejiort  the  loUowing 
resolution : 

Betohed,  That  the  Senate  do  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  taiificatioD  of  rbe  Treaty  of  Peace 
and  Friendship  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  lae  Bey  and  Ciovernment  of  Tanit, 
concluded  in  the  month  of  August,  1797,  on  con- 
dition that  ihe  fourteenth  article  of  the  siid  treaty, 
which  relates  to  the  duties  on  merchandise,  (to  be 
reciprocally  jpaid  by  the  citizens  and  subjects  of 
the  said  parties,  in  their  respective  ports)  shall  be 
suspended. 

That  it  be  reoommended  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  enter  into  a  friendly  negotiation 
with  the  Bey  and  Oovernmeol  of  Tunis,  on  the 
subject  of  the  said  article,  so  as  to  accommodate 
the  provisions  thereof  lo  the  existing  treaties  of 
the  United  Stales  with  other  nations. 


AMERICAN  SEAM£N. 


Report  of  the  Secretary  of  Slate  to  the  Houae  of  Re- 

SreaentativBs   of  the  United  States,  communieitod 
[arch  I,  1798. 

Defabtment  of  State, 

Februojy  27,  1798. 

In  obedience  to  their  resolve  of  the  39th  of  No- 
vember last,  (which  was  received  on  the  29th 
instant)  the  Secretary  of  State  lays  before  the 
House  of  Representatives  an  abslracl  of  all  the 
reluros  of  registered  American  seamen,  and  of  the 
protests  and  returns  respecting  impressed  seamen, 
since  the  17lh  of  February,  1797,  (the  date  of  his 
last  report,}  transmitted  to  him  by  the  Collectors 
of  the  different  ports,  pursuant  to  the  direclions  of 
the  act  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  American 
seamen  J  and  copies  or  aSstracts  of  such  commtt- 
nications  from  the  a^ots  employed  by  virtue  of 
the  said  act,  in  foreign  ports,  as  have  been  re- 
ceived. 

To  these  the  Secretary  adds  sundry  important 
communications,  on  the  same  subject,  from  Mr. 
King,  ibeMinister  of  the  United  Stales  at  Londoit. 
TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

[Here  follows  a  list  of  names  of  impressed 
American  seamen,  from  the  protests  of  mastersof 
vessels,  and  from  returns  made  by  the  Collectors 
of  the  different  ports.] 

Cnmm  n  nirstions  from  David  Lenox,  Eaqniie,  Agent  fcr 
pncnrlnff  the  relcate  of  imprenod  Aateriean  8a*- 
m«a,  in  Great  Britain. 

London,  Juhf  Itt,  1797. 
Sir:  The  teller  which  I  had  the  honor  to  write 
you  the  13th  instant,  would  inform  you  of  my  ar- 
rival here,  and  of  an  arrangement  being  in  contem- 
plation, which  had  for  its  object  a  more  direct  line 
than  had  hitherto  been  practised,  of  affording 
relief  to  our  unfortunate  seamen,  who  might  be 
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impressed  or  detained  on  board  HU  Briuaoic  Maj  - 
est* 'sfleet;  this  has  been  effected,  and  applicalians 
in  luiure  are  to  be  made  by  me^  tbrough  Mr.  Ne- 
pean,  first  secretary  to  [be  Admiralty.  By  ibe  for- 
met  mode,  applicatioDs  wem  from  our  MmUter  to 
Lord  Gi'eaville,  by  him  tbey  were  referred  to  tbe 
Lords  of  ihe  Admiralty,  and  ihey  gave  directioos 
to  a  secretary  to  be  forwarded  to  tlie  commanders 
of  the  different  ships ;  by  this  circuitous  route,  no 
doubt  can  be  entertained  that  many  omissions 
took  place,  and  that  to  this  cause  may  be  attribu' 
ted  the  many  cases  of  our  seamen  to  which  tio 
kind  of  attention  has  been  paid :  tbese  will  appear 
by  the  abstract  lately  sent  you  by  Mr.  King.  I  am 
preparing  to  make  a  renewal  of  all  these  cases,  the 
result  of  which  I  will  hare  the  honor  to  transmit 
to  you  when  I  sliall  have  it  in  my  power.  Since 
my  arrival  1  have  made  application  for  eleven  sea- 
men, among  whom  there  appeared  no  recent  in- 
■tauee  of  impressment,  except  in  the  case  of  two 
men  who  were  picked  up  here  by  a  press-gans ; 
one  of  them  was  liberatea  on  my  interference,  the 
other  is  yet  detained  un  the  supposition  of  his  be- 
ing a  British  subject.  I  find  considerable  difficul- 
ties will  often  arise  from  defects  in  our  laws  with 
respect  to  Kamen.  By  actof  Congress,  of  ibe  14ih 
April,  1792  Ihe  Consuls  are  authorized,  in  certain 
cases,  to  allow  twel*e  cents  per  diem  to  our  sea- 
men; but  I  find  the  relief  from  this  provision  has 
been  small  indeed.  The  same  taw  obliges  mas- 
ters of  vessels  to  lake  on  board  seamen  on  the  ap- 
Silication  of  Consuls,  but  this  has  seldom  been  en- 
orced  j  and  Mr.  Johnson,  Consul  at  this  port,  has 
Informed  me  that  such  applications  have  been 
very  generally  treated  with  contempt ;  however,  I 
have  requested  him  to  renew  the  trial  when  cases 
Rhalt  occur,  haviog  no  kind  of  doubt  in  my  own 
mind,  that  on  proof  being  sent  to  America,  the 
penalty  would  be  recovereil,  and  an  example  or 
two  would,  in  my  opinion,  hare  a  good  effect. 
Hy  experience  does  not  yet  furnish  me  with  suffi- 
cient grounds  to  point  out  all  (he  defects  of  our 
laws  on  this  subject ;  but  Mr.  King  has  a  thorough 
knowled^  of  the  business,  and,  I  havebeen  inform- 
ed, has  given  every  information;  I  shall,  however, 
take  the  liberty  to  convey  from  time  to  time  such 
ideas  as  may  occur  to  me  in  the  course  of  my  offi- 
cial communications. 

In  compliance  with  my  instructions,  I  have 
opened  a  correspondence  with  all  the  American 
Consuls  in  the  different  European  ports,  and  have 
informed  them  of  my  establishment  here.  With 
respect  to  that  part  which  refers  to  my  visiting 
"  those  ports  and  places  which  are  the  principu 
scenes  for  impressing  or  detaining  American  sea- 
men," Mr.  &ing  is  of  opinion  with  me,  that  no 
good  would  result  from  it,  for  the  commanders  of 
vessels  would  not  allow  me,  as  matter  of  right,  to 
go  on  board  their  ships ;  if,  however,  1  find  that 
■ny  good  can  be  expected,  I  will  certainly  make 
the  attempt.  That  part  which  respects  protec- 
tions to  our  seamen,  I  much  fear  cannot  be  ac- 
complished ;  I  liave  seen  the  correspondence  be- 
tween Mr.Kingand  Lord  Grenvilleon  tbissubject, 
and  there  appear  onsurmoun table  difficulties  on . 
their  part;   l  shall,  however,  attempt  at  least,  to 


establish  a  form  which  may  protect  our  seamen 
once  discharged  from  future  impressmeal,  but  even 
this  I  find  liable  to  objections,  and  I  believe  ihe 
fact  is  they  are  afraid  tu  trust  us.  I  have  had 
great  assistance  from  Mr.  King  since  my  arrival 
in  arranging  my  business;  and,  from  the  general 
disposition  I  have  found  in  every  person  with 
whom  I  have  had  to  confer,  I  have  reason  to  hope 
that  I  shall  be  able  to  conduct  the  business  with 
which  I  am  entrusted,  with  benefit  to  my  country 
and  saiisfactioD  to  myself. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


London,  Jtdy  VJth,  1797. 
Sib:  Since  I  bad  the  honor  to  write  you  tbe  1st 
inslaoI,(copy  of  which  is  enclosed)  nothing  of  con- 
sequence has  occurred  in  my  official  situation,  Oa 
the  12th  instant  I  renewed  an  application  for  all 
seamen  who  appeared^  from  documents  in  my  pos- 
session, to  be  stilt  detained  on  board  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  fleet ;  and  I  now  do  myself  the  honor  to 
forward  you  a  copv  of  it.  I  beg  leave,  howev«r, 
to  observe  that,  I  have  reason  to  believe  some  of 
these  men  may  have  been  discharged;  yet,  as  it 
does  not  appear  with  certainty,  I  conceived  it  my 
duty  to  include  the  whole.  As  these  men  are  now 
deprived  of  every  kind  of  proof  of  their  c 


thip.  and  it  is  a  pretext  for  their  being  deiained,  I 
would  suggest  the  propriety  of  some  general  putn 
lication  to  urge  their  friends  to  forward  me  the  t 


proof  in  their  power :  those  who  can  be  furnished 
with  extracts  from  church  regisiers.  attested  by  a 
notary,  and  certified  by  a  British  Consul,  will  be 
the  best,  and  such  as  1  conceive  will  soon  put  it  in 
my  power  to  restore  them  to  tbeir  country  aod 
friends :  where  this  is  impracticable,  the  best  that 
can  be  obtained.  My  applications  for  impressed 
seamen  now  amount  to  twenty-six,  and  eight  hare 
applied  to  me  who  have  been  discharged ;  of  these 
I  keep  a  regular  register,  extracts  from  which  I 
shall  forwaiS  at  stated  periods. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

D.  LENOX. 

The  Hon.  Tihotbt  Pickekimo.  Em]. 

[Accompanying,  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  Im 
pressed  Seam  en  .J 

In  all,  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  seamen, 
who  appear,  from  documents  in  my  possession, 
not  to  nave  been  discharged  on  the  application  of 
Mr.  King,  and  one  hundred  and  fourteen  on  ibe 
application  of  Mr,  Pinckoey ;  making,  in  the  whole, 
four  hundred  and  one. 

Mr.  Lenox  be^  leave  to  remark,  that  there  ap- 
pears, in  several  instances,  the  same  name,  but  as 
It  is  possible  different  persons  may  be  meant,  he 
conceives  it  his  duty  to  mention  them,  but  in  doi^ 
this,  he  hopes  no  improper  motive  will  be  imputed 

D.  LENOX, 
Agent  for  the  rtHe/and  proiedion^ 
Ameriam  manua. 
London,  My  IS,  1797. 
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.liiKrican  Seamea. 


Abiinct  of  tbe  cominuiiicatioaa  from  Silu  TBibot,  Esq. 
Agent  ID  the  W«t  India*  for  procuring  the  nleaie 
of  imprSBMi]  American  •eamen;  to  which  are  ui- 
EBied  eopiei  of  •everel  of  bi*  lellen,  uid  the  letter* 
of  Mr.  HenT7  Crvig,  bia  Agent  »t  Hattinique. 
On  the  2d  September,  1796,  he  arrived  at  Barba. 
doe;  but  finding  no  thine  ihere  1o  claim  his  official 
iiuatioD,  he  proceeded  lor  Martinique,  and  arrirec' 
at  Fart  Royal  on  the  28tb  of  the  same  month 
Here  he  had  an  interview  with  Admiral  Sir  Hydt 
Pitkei,  in  which  he  eiplained  to  him  the  objec 
of  bis  missioik.  The  Admiral  appeared  alloeetber 
uDscc  am  mo  dating,  and  observed  that,  if  he  released 
uf  seamen  who  mi^ht  be  claimed,  he  mtist  have 
saequivacal  proof  oAheir  citizetiship,  atid  that  he 
trauld  not,  in  any  ca^e,  receive  their  own  attesta- 
tion. By  Admiral  Parker  he  was  referred  to  Ad- 
mini  Harvey,  who  appeared  perfectly^  well-dis- 
pOKdj  and,  before  Mr.  Talbot  lef^  his  ibip,  the  lat- 
ter usDied  him  be  was  willing  to  etiter  into  an 
JDqaiiy,  on  the  most  liberal  footing,  and  that  all 
Amencuu  ehould  be  released  from  the  ships  under 
his  ifflmediate  command.  Ml.  Talbot  baring  writ- 
ten to  him  on  the  4th  and  11th  of  October,  request- 
iD^,  amoDg  other  things,  liberty  to  visit  the  British 
shipi  of  war  in  port,  with  the  view  of  asceTiaioing 
such  among  the  crews  as  were  Americans,  he  re- 
tanied  for  answer,  "  that,  ud  the  arrival  of  such 
oTHis  Majesty's  ships  and  vessels  which  were  un* 
det  his  immediate  command,  every  necessary 


^nirv  should  be  made  on  the  circumstance  stated 
^  Mr.  Talbot,  in  respect  to  the  impreasine  and 
HtaiaiDg  of  seamen  being  subjects  of  the  Ai 


leu  Slates;  and,  in  such  caws,  orders  would  be 
given  for  their  immediate  discharge ;  that  he  might 
Hit  assured  that  the  most  positive  orders  would  be 
given  to  the  captains  and  commanders  of  the  King's 
^ips  and  vessels  not  to  impress  American  seamen, 
ua  to  pay  due  regard  to  the  protections  with 
Thieh  (hey  may  be  furnished."  With  respect  to 
liieiequeBt  to  be  permitted  to  visit  the  British  ships. 
Air  the  punio^e  of  examining  their  crews,  he  re- 
f<Tred  Mr.  Talbot  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  Sir 
Rfde  Parker;  but,  on  the  lltb  of  October,  Mr. 
Talbot  had  written  to  Sir  Hyde,  requesting  him 
tocausean  inquiry  10  be  made  liir  impressed  Araer- 
Kaai,  and  to  respect  their  protections.  On  the 
iKit  day,  Sir  Hyde  answered  him,  declining  to  pro- 
ceed ''  upon  such  slight  grounds,"  requiring  tkim 
10  "  identify  particular  men,"  and  "  produce  in- 
coDieniable  proof  that  the  individuat  is  a  citizeiLof 
Aaierica,  upon  which  he  should  determine  how 
lout;"  and  informing  him  thai,  ''agreeably  to  his 
request,  he  should  issae  orders  thai  no  American 
ieamen  should  be  impressed,  and  that  due  re^rd 
ihanld  be  paid  to  the  protection  of  all  American 
mmen.''  From  this  answer,  connected  with  the 
lednlconferencehe  bad  beforehadwith  Sir  Hyde, 
Mr.  Talbot  deemed  it  useless  to  renew  with  him 
Ike  itquest  to  be  permitted  to  search  for  Americans 
among  the  crews  of  the  fleet. 

On  the  SOih  of  October,  1796,  Mr.  Talbot  writes, 
rrom  St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  that  he  had  received 
pod  infoitoation  that,  aner  his  departure,  a  nlim- 
Hrof  Americans  were  released  from  the  ships  of 
*ar  lying  al  Fort  Royai  Bay  the  ]4lh  preceding, 
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and  that  they  had  aba  been  paid  o(f.  The  num- 
ber he  had  not  ascertained,  but  three  of  ibcm  were 
from  Admiral  Parker's  ship. 

On  the  7th  of  November,«796  he  writes  from, 
Antigua,  that  he  had  been  on  board  of  the  Bull  Dog, 
commanded  by  Captain  Ryves,  who  treated  him 
with  great  politeness,  and  showed  him  Admiral 
Harvey's  orders  for  releasing  Sve  Americans,  who 
were  on  board  the  ship,  with  which  orders  he  said 
he  intended  to  comply,  and  to  pay  them  their  wa- 
ges and  prize-money. 

Mr.Talbot  intending  logo  to  Jamaica,  and  deem- 
ing it  of  great  consequence  to  have  an  agent  under 
him  permanently  residing-  at  Martinique,  which  is 
the  usual  resort  of  all  vessels  appointed  to  watch 
and  protect  the  Leeward  Islands  and  a  part  of  the 
continent,  on  the  12th  of  November,  1796,  he  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Henry  Craig,  an  American,  formerly 
of  Baltimore,  for  that  purpose,  but  without  assign- 
ing him  any  emolument ;  as  Mr.  Craig  was  will- 
ing, through  motives  of  attachment  to  his  coun- 
try, to  undertake,  without  reward,  the  fulSlmeot 
of  this  service. 

A  copy  of  his  letter,  dated  at  St.  Kilts,  the  10th 
November,  1796,  is  annexed,  marked  No.  1, 

On  the  82d  December,  1796,  he  writes  from 
Kingston,  Jamaica,  that  he  bad  bad  an  interview 
with  Admiral  BligQ,  at  Fort  Royal,  who  received 
him  with  politeness,  told  him  that,  if  he  could 
find  any  impressed  Americans  on  board  the  ves- 
%U  then  In  pott  they  should  be  discharged,  and 
sent  bis  Captain  (Rutherford)  with  liimon  board 
the  several  vessels.  But,  previous  to  their  leaving 
the  Admiral's  ship,  Mr.  Talbot  informed  him  that 
he  had  the  names  of  two  Americans  who  were  on 
board  his  ship.  The  Admiral  immediateir  or- 
dered them  to  be  called  into  the  cabin.  When 
they  came  in,  they  produced  certificates,  from  the 
Collector  of  the  State  of  Qeorgia,  that  they  had 
sworn  before  him  that  they  were  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales;  but,  on  account  of  their  distance 
frombome,theregular  proof  could  nut  be  obtained; 
which  was  deemed  insufficient,  and  they  were  or- 
dered back  to  their  duly.  From  the  Resource 
Mr.  Talbot  procured  the  release  of  two  Americans. 
He  afterwards  went  on  board  a  tender,  which  bad, 
a  few  days  before,  impressed  three  men  from  on 
board  an  American  brig.  The  Captain  of  the 
tender  refusing  to  deliver  them  up,  Captain  Ru- 
therford took  them  to  the  Admiral.  One  of  the 
was  an  American,  the  second  a  Swede,  and 
the  third  an  ItaNan.  It  was  with  considerable  dif- 
ficalty  the  Admiral  was  prevailed  upon  to  reatoiQ 
the  American,  as  the  protection  with  which  he 
was  furnished  was  from  a  notary  public,  in  which 
kind  of  evidence  of  citizenship  he  said  he  could 
place  no  faith.  The  Swede  was  given  up  with- 
out the  least  hesitation.  The  Italian  having  en- 
tered, the  Admiral  thought  he  should  have  his 
choice  to  stay  in  the  Kio^s  service  or  enter  again 
the  American  brig.  Mr.  Talbot  consenting  to  this, 
the  man  chose  the  former.  From  the  Alermaid 
he  procured  the  release  of  one  seaman.  On  going 
board  the  Q,uebeo,  the  Captain  refuted  to  see 
__  J),  and  he  was  obliged  to  leave  her  without  effect- 
ing anything.     Having  received  information  of 
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three  mote  Americaas  being  dq  board  the  Re- 
■outce,  he  applied  to  the  Capiain  Tor  their  releane, 
who  denied  thai  be  had  aoy  such  nea  oq  board. 
Mr.  Talbot  now  ^dressed  himself  to  Admiral 
Bligh,  to  whom  he  related  the  maoQer  in  which 
be  had  beea  treated  on  board  llie  duebec,  and  tht 
tefusat  of  the  Captain  of  the  Resource  to  delivei 
up  the  three  Americaoa ;  whereupoQ,  the  Captain!, 
of  both  those  vessels  were  sent  for,  toother  with 
the  men  he  wanted  to  see,  and  two  orthem  were 
released. 

A  copy  of  his  letter,  dated  at  Cape  Nicholas 
Hole,  Jaouarv  SI,  1797,  is  aaoued,  marked  No.  8, 

On  the  28tn  January,  1797,  he  enclosed  to  Sir 
Hyde  Parker  a  list  of  impressed  Amerieaa  aea- 
men,  partly  collected  by  himself,  and  partly  fur- 
nithed  by  the  Depaiimenl  of  State,  accompanied 
iy  Buch  proofs  of  the  citizenship  of  some  of  them 
ai  he  was  possessed  of,  and  requested  their  release. 
In  many  cases  Mr.  Talbot  believed  the  proof  to 
be  complete.  Nevertheless,  nothinff  was  done  in 
consequence  oi  it ;  and  on  the  3d  March  follow- 
ing Sir  Hyde  wrote  him  that  "  in  no  one  instance 
have  proofs  been  produced,  relative  to  the  names 
of  those  you  have  been  pleased  to  style  oiiizens  of 
America,  sufficient  to  authorize  me  to  discharge 
the  individuals  from  His  Majesty's  service." 

On  the  4th  March,  1797,  Mr.  Talbot  writes  from 
the  Mole  of  Sl  Nicholas,  that,  for  the  two  months 
he  had  been  at  St.  Domingo,  be  bad  heard  onlv  of 
one  real  Americatt  being  impressed,  and  he  had 
not  a  protection ;  and  that  only  one  neutral  sub- 
ject had  been  impressed  at  that  port,  who  had  Dot 
Men  given  up  since  his  arrival. 

Copies  of  his  letters  of  April  88,  May  7,  July  4, 
October  17,  November  S,  and  December  12,  1797, 
are  anneied,  marked  respeclirely  from  No.  3  to 
No.  8,  inclusively. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Henry  Craig,  the  agent 
Blutinique,  dated  February  2,  1797,  and  an  <__ 
tnet  fiom  another,  dated  September  16, 1797.  ate 
■nnexed,  marked  respectively  Nos.  9  and  10.  ' 

No.  1. 
BABBETaaifK,  (St.  Cbribt'kb,) 

yavember  19, 1796. 

Sir:  I  left  Aniigua  the  16ih,  and  the  next  day 
landed  at  Nevis,  where  1  tanied  OQe  day.  and  then 
hired  a  small  vessel  tn  bring  me  to  this  island. 

I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  see  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  as  he  lireaat  the  distance  of  twelve  miles 
iiotn  this  place,  where  is  the  metropolis  of  the 
uland. 

Theraisnot,at  this  time,  any  men-of-war  at  this 
island  01  at  Nevis ;  but,  perhaps,  some  may  return 
into  port  befofe  I.leave  the  place. 

Previous  to  my  leaving  Antigua  1  had  an  inter- 
Tiewwith  Captain  Metford,who  is  the  command- 
ing oBicer  of  the  four  ships  that  are  now  lying  at 
English  Harbor,  at  Antigua.  The  Commodore 
(ai  he  ii  generally  styled)  told  me  that  he  had, 
•ometimesince,  received  Admiral  Harvey's  orders 
to  discharge  every  American,  ifaay  were  on  board 
Au  ship,  and  that  aimilai  orders  from  the  Admiral 


had  been  received  by  the  several  Captains  under 
his  immediate  command.  He  gave  me  his  vord 
that  there  was  not  one  American  left  on  board  his 
ship,  and  said  that  he  had  no  reason  to  think  but 
that  the  order  had  been  strictly  complied  with  on 
board  the  other  ships ;  but,  for  greater  certainty, 
and  agreeably  to  my  desire,  he  said  he  would  im- 
mediately make  an  inquiry  on  board  each  ship, 
and,  if  any  Americans  were  found  on  board.(whicb 
he  believed  would  not  be  the  case,)  they  should  be 
discharged. 

I  have  f[Ood  reason  la  believe,  sir,  that  the  bosi- 
ness  relative  to  our  seamen  among  the  Windward 
Islands  is  now  on  a  good  footine;  as  1  find  that 
Admiral  Harvey  has  sent  forth  liis  orders  to  the 
captains  and  commanders  of  His  Majesty's  ships 
and  vessels  of  war.  in  every  direction,  to  release 
all  Americans  whicn  they  may  have  on  board,and 
not  to  imprees  any  of  them  in  future.  The  com- 
mapder  or  a  tender  (tamed  Lady  BickerEon,  vhich 
is  in  the  imprest  service,  told  me,  on  board  the 
BickertOtt,  that  his  orders  were  not  to  impress  anjr 
American.  I  am  confident  that  there  has  ttot  been 
one  American  impressed  since  my  arrival  at  Mar- 
tinique, unless  it  may  have  been  done  by  some  of 
the  ships  at  distant  siatioDs,  which  might  not  «t 
the  time  have  received  the  Admiral's  orden  an 
that  subject.  But  with  all  the  inquiry  I  have  beeo 
able  to  make,  I  have  not  heard  of  one  that  has  been 
disturbed,  I  shall  embrace  the  first  opportunity 
of  a  passage  to  Jamaica, 

I  have  tne  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant, 

SILAS  TALBOT, 

Hon.  T.  Pickering, 


St.  Niobolab  Mole,  (St.  D.) 

Jiauuay  21, 1797. 

Sir:  My  last  letter  to  you,  dated  at  Eingitcn, 
Jamaica,  tbe  2Sd  December,  will  fully  e^in 
every  circumstance  of  note  relative  to  my  mission, 
after  leaving  tbe  island  of  St.  Christopher's.  For 
want  of  a  direct  opportunity,  the  letter  alloded  to, 
and  a  duplicate  thereof,  I  put  into  the  hand!  of  a 
merchant  in  Kingston,  to  be  forwarded  to  Amer- 
ica, in  different  vessels.     I  took  passage  and  sailed 
from  Jamaica,  ibe  first  of  this  month,  in  a  vessel 
bound  to  Port-an-Priuce,  Major  Oeoeral  Forbes, 
the  Commander-in-Chief  of  His  Majesty's  land  > 
forces  at  this  island,  kee^  his  head-quartfrs.    Tbe 
object  of  mv  going  to  Port-au-Prince  was  lo  MS  , 
the  aeneral;  but  it  so  happened  that,  at  the  mo- 
ment of  my  arrival  there,  the  Qeneral  wssembsrk-  , 
ing  for  this  place.    Being  thus  dissppoioted,  I  I 
procured  another  passage  to  this  port,  where  1 1^  . 
rived  the  18ih  instant.    Soon  after  landing,  I  went 
10  pay  my  respects  to  the  Major  Qeneiaf    Bat  I 
have  not  as  yet  had  time  to  prepare  my  business  to 
lay  before  Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  therefott 
have  nothing  very  material  to  communicate. 

The  law  requires  me  to  render  an  account  ofiU 
impreasments  and  detentions  whatever  of  our  M- 
men  to  the  Executive  of  the  United  Slates,  and  I 
make  no  doabt  but  that  it  may  have  been  thaaght 
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iirangeihutao  particular  inform  at  ion  □rtbatkind 
ha»  come  to  hand  froin  me.  But  it  is  imposiiible 
forme  loobtaiD  tbe infoTDiaiion  inque&tioa,  unless 
the  several  masters  of  ibe  American  vessels  com- 
pl)'  with  the  law,onlbeIrpart,  in  that  of  forward- 
ing to  me  protesia  io  cases  where  their  men  have 
been  impressed,  sod  which  hat  never  been  the  case 
but  in  one  instance,  and  thai  since  my  last  to  you. 

So  maof  and  so  different  have  been  the  modes 
of  giviag  OQi  seamen  protection,  I  bat  it  is  not  to 
be  woudered  at  if  the  British  officers  should  be 
misIrDstful  of  their  authority  or  validity. 

Protections  have  been  given,  and  many  are  still 
prcdiiced,  from  judges  of  the  several  courts,  notary 
pablLcs,jiulices  of  the  peace,  mayors  of  cities,  Sec- 
retaiies  of  the  individual  States  and  of  the  United 
Stales,  Consuls  abroad.  Governors  of  the  several 
Sutes,  and  lastly  from  the  several  collectors.  The 
Ml  authorizing  the  collectors,  under  certain  resiric- 
iions,togivepr6leciioos,dae8DOI  have  the  salutary 
effect  ivnich  was  probably  contemplated  by  Con- 
gress. 

Id  short,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  has  done 
-I  than  good ;  because  it  has  destroyed  all 


such  kind  of  proof  to  be  made  to  the  cnUeclors 
it  frequently  impossible  for  seamen  to  procure,  in 
cue  they  sail  fiom  any  port  in  America,  distant 
from  the  place  of  their  nativity ;  for  instance,  sud- 
pose  a  man  was  bora  in  New  Hampshire,  but  sails 
out  of  Philadelphia,  or  some  other  Southern  port ; 
a  which  case  it  is  very  likely  he  caonot  produce  to 
(he  collector  such  evidence  as  the  law  requires  to 
enable  him  to  obtain  his  protection,  and  therefore 
he  ventures  again  and  again  with  his  old  notary 

Cbtic's  protection,  or  no  protection  at  ail,  until  at 
t  he  is  impressed,  and  in  thai  case  the  difficulty 
is  great  in  obtaining  his  release,BDd  perhaps  iosur- 
mouQlable.  If  application  is  madefor  hisdiscbarge, 
ud  his  protection  offered  as  a  proof  of  biecitizen- 
thip,His  Majesty's  officers  will  very  probably  say, 
that,  as  your  Congress  have  adopted  a  new  mode 
of  giving  out  protections,  and  requiring  a  proof  of 

citzenship  first  to  be  produced,  it  affords  ti 

viction  tnat  the  ola  protections  ought 
respected,  which  they  say  have  been  fn 

dbuined  in   more   than  four  thousand   

Bui  while  I  am  stating  the  difficulty  in  obtaining 
proieciions,  agreeably  lo  the  last  act,  for  that  part 
Qfour  seamen  who  tailed  out  of  ports  distant  from 
the  place  of  their  nativity,  yet  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
Understood  as  recommending  any  change  '~  '■" " 
mode  of  obtaining  them,  because  every  sucb 

ilioD  would  tend  to  destroy  their  credibility.     

if  any  mode  could  be  devised  lo  prohibit  tne  mas- 
ten  of  American  vessels  from  shipping  any  Amer- 
iOD  citizens  wi  thont  protections,  agreeably  lo  the 
Ute  let  of  Congress,  it  surely  would  be  of  great 
Hnice.  For  it  is  much  easier  lo  prevent  the  evil 
ia  qoestioD,  than  to  remedy  it  by  any  attempt  to 
teslore  the  unfortunate  prisoners  to  their  liberty. 
If  misters  were  by  law  prohibited,  ander  a  heavy 
P^alty,  from  carrying  American  citizens  to  sea 
without  proper  protections,  all  such  of  our  seamen 
u  could  not  obtain  a  protection,  in  a  distant  port, 
from  the  ^ce  when  they  were  born  or  oaturat' 


ized,  they  would,  in  a  short  time,  for  want  of  em- 
ploy, return  to  the  place  of  their  nativity,  and  then 
suitable  protections  might  be  had;  becauselhey 
could  undoubtedly  produce  the  necessary  proof 
reciuired  by  law.  I  am  aware  that  a  measure  of 
this  kind  would  occasion  some  little  trouble  to  a 
□  umber  of  ihat  class  of  our  citizens;  but  it  would 
be.  In  my  opinion,  infinitely  better  for  them  and 
ibe  United  States,  that  they  should  be  thus  ^ 
strained,  than  to  be  detained  on  board  ships-^f-war. 

To  convince  you,  sir,  how  necessary  it  is  to  re- 
strain this  thoughtless  class  of  out  citizens,  permit 
me  lo  observe  that,  at  this  day,  it  is  not  uncommon 
to  find  OUT  vessels  in  these  ports,  the  crews  of 
which  are  absolutely  born  in  the  American  Statee, 
and  yet  not  one  of  them  can  produce  a  ptotectioB 
of  any  sort ;  and  parts  of  tbe  crews  of  other  ves- 
sels are  frequently  found  in  like  predicament — 
which  shows  that  this  useful  class  of  our  citizeiu 
ought  to  be  taken  care  of,  since  they  will  not  take 
care  of  themselves. 

I  am,  sir,  with  perfect  respect,  your  bumble  aer- 

SILAS  TALBOT. 

No.  3. 
KiNoaroN,  (Jamaica.) 

April  22, 179T. 
-Sir:  Inmy  last  letter,  dated  March  4,1  informed 
you  of  alt  that  passed  between  Admiral  Sir  Hyde 
Parker  and  myself  at  the  Mole,  relative  to  tbede- 
lention  of  American  seamen,  and  of  my  determi- 
nation to  leave  that  place  and  to  repair  to  Jamaica, 
for  the  purpose  of  endeavoring  to  relieve  our  sea- 
men, by  writs  of  Wieos  corpm.  ' 

In  pursuanceof  that  plan  of  removins  the  Amer- 
icans from  sbipsHsf-war,  1  left  Cape  St.  Nichola 
Mole  the  5ih  of  March,  and  arrived  at  Kingston 
tbe  8th  of  the  same  month.  Therewere  then  lying 
at  Port  Royal  several  ships-of-war,  and  in  a  few 
days  more  came  in,  making  in  all  nine  sail — 
namely,  the  Canada,  Hermione,  Experiment,  Atn- 
buscade.  Proselyte,  La  Tourterelle,  Jamaica, 
RenommC,  Laurel,  and  Montego  Bay,  Having 
already,  and  when  at  St.  Dommgo,  made  apph- 
cation,  first  to  the  Captain,  and  then  to  Admiral 
Sir  H,  Parker,  to  have  five  Americans  discharged 
that  were  detained  on  board  the  Hermione,  and 
bein^  refused  by  both,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  appljr  for 
a  writ  oihaheai  corpia  to  serve  on  Captain  Pigot 
of  the  Hermione,  and  at  the  same  time  obtained 
the  like  writs  for  the  Captains  of  the  Renomme 
and  Lti  Tourterelle,  for  one  American  on  board 
each  ship,  Tbe  writs  were  served,  and  the  men 
produced  before  the  Judge  that  jilted  the  writ. 
The  King's  Solicitor  opposed  their  being  released, 
but  the  Judge  discharged  all  of  them.  Having 
now  free  access  to  those  men  that  were  discharged, 
I  learned  that  there  were  siiil  four  Americans  on 
board  the  Hermione.  I  therefore  applied  a«d  ob- 
tained another  writ,  and  had  it  served  oa  the 
Captain,  and  the  four  men  were  also  discharged. 
Having  now  obtained  a  discharge  for  nine  Uiat 
were  on  board  the  Hermione,  the  other  Captains 
b^ptn  to  be  aomewhni  alarmed,  as  I  supposed,  and 
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they  gare  out  that  1  need  not  take  out  writs  agaiuf 
them,  for  thai  thev  would  discharge  nil  the  Araeri 
caiffupOD  my  ap|MicatioQ,  and  giritigproaf  of  their 
citizenship.  Being  informed  of  this,  I  went  down 
to  Port  Roj'hI  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  all  the 
ships  in  port;  and  in  the  first  place  I  attempted 
to  go  on  Doard  the  Canada,  of  serenijr-foui  guns, 
commanded  by  Commodore  Bowen ;  but  on  my 
ayproaching  the  ship,  they  on  board  ordered  n 
keep  off,  and  they  did  not  then  suffer  me  to  ( 
alongside.  From  the  Canada  ihey  asked  me  ' 
I  wanted;  I  answered  chat  I  had  business  with  the 
Ccmmodore:  they  said  he  was  not  on  board;  I 
Iheu  requested  of  them  to  he  so  kind  as  to  in 
me  where  I  might  find  him :  they  answered,  at  the 
dockyard :  on  which  I  thanked  them,  and  then 
wtaC  on  shore  at  the  dockyard,  where  I  found  the 
Commodore,  and  introduced  myself  to  him,  and 
made  known  my  business.  He  was  perfectly  polite 
to  me,  and  immediately  asked  me  to  go  on  noard 
the  Canada  with  him :  I  accepted  of^the  inviia- 
tiOD,  and  after  we  were  on  board,  the  men  that  I 
wanted  to  tee  were  ordered  into  the  cabin;  and 
after  examination,  the  Commodore  agreed  to  dis- 
charge alt  of  them,  they  being  six  in  number,  and 
I  am  confident  there  were  not  any  more  on  board 
that  ship.  During  my  stay  every  politeness  was 
shown  10  me  by  the  Commodore,  and  he  insisted 
on  my  comiotf  on  board  the  next  day  to  dine  with 
him,  adding  thai  he  was  gomg  to  have  a  party  o'n 
board  at  dmner,  it  being  the  ISCh  of  April,  which 
is  the  day  tfait  Admiral  Rodney  gained  a  victory 
over  the  French  fleet,  and  which  day  is  much  cel- 
ebrated at  this  island.  Finding  him  so  importu- 
nate, I  engaged  qod  dined  with  him  accordingly. 
Some  days  after  my  visit  on  board  the  Canada, 
I  vent  on  board  the  Monlego  Bay,  and  the  Cap- 
tain of  that  vessel,  after  some  conversation,  gave 
me  up  all  the  Americans  that  he  had  on  board, 
they  being  six  in  number.  In  two  or  three  d~ 
after  i  went  on  hoard  the  La  Tounerelte  and 
Renomm6,aDd  was  well  treated  by  the  Captain 
those  vessels ;  but  I  could  not  prevail  on  them  to 
release  the  Americans  on  board  their  !>bips,  alleg- 
ing that  they  could  not  do  it  without  Sir  Hyde 
Parker's  orders;  and  that  if  1  would  write  to  him 
on  the  subject,  and  they  would  willingly  join  with 
me  in  my  represeniaiion.  I  told  them  candidly 
that  1  could  not  think  of  applying  to  Sir  Hyde  for 
the  release  of  the  men  in  quesiion;  and  I  put  the 
question  to  them  whether  they  would  release  the 
men :  they  answered,  that  they  were  not  warranted 
in  doing  it.  I  then  took  leave ;  and  again  had  re- 
course to  wrilsofho^iU  carpus,  and  by  that  means 
eleven  men  were  brought  before  the  Chief  Judge, 
and  ten  of  ihem  were  discharged:  in  one  case  we 
failed  in  evidence.  Yesterday  I  went  on  board 
the  Proselyte  and  Jamaica,  and  was  perfectly  well 
received  by  the  Captains  of  those  ships ;  and  they 
released  all  the  men  that  I  applied  for.  The 
whole^iumber  that  I  have  caused  to  he  discharged 
from  his  Britannic  Majesty's  ship^-of-war,  in  tnis 

Jiaarier,  since  the  date  of  my  last  to  you,  are 
nrtv-seren,  and  whose  names  are  contained  in  the 
eoelosed  list.  I  have  received  a  teller  from  Mr. 
Henry  Craig,  my  assistant  agent  at  Martinique, 


He  informs  me  that  he  has  obtained  the  discharge 
of  forty- three  Americans:  he  does  not  meoiion 
their  names,  but  states  ibe  names  of  the  American 
vessels  that  they  had  been  taken  out  of,  and  the 
number  so  impressed  from  each  vessel.  If  weadd 
the  number  released  to  the  Windward  10  the  num- 
ber so  set  at  liberty  here,  as  before  meolioaed,  it 
will  make  in  the  whole  ninety  men. 

I  shall  enclose  you  a  copy  of  Messrs.  Farmer 
and  Monroe's  accoun.t  for  transacting  the  legal 
business,  by  which  you  will  be  able  to  farm  an 
opinion  of  the  propriety  of  pursuing  the  mode  of 
taking  out  writs  where  the  nien  cannot  be  removed 
otherwise. 

I  find  that  the  whole  amount  of  my  account 
against  the  United  Slates,  up  to  this  day,  is  about 
five  hundred  dollars. 

I  have  and  shall  continue  to  be  as  economical 
as  possible ;  but  there  is  no  moving  or  living  here 
without  very  great  expense :  and  so  many  of  our 
men  have  been  discharffedof  late,  that  there  is  not 
a  sufficient  number  of  American  vessels  to  employ 
all  of  them  immediately,  so  that  some  expense  wiU 
accrue  for  their  support.  There  are  also  a  few 
Americana  here  that  hare  been  left  on  shore  sick, 
and  ihey  are  now  in  a  miserable  condition:  all  of 
whom  implore  assistance  from  me. 

Soonaltermyarrivatin  Jamaica,  I  was  informed 
that  a  letter  that  was  directed  to  you,  and  found  on 
£oard  Captain  Lalimore,  had  been  lodged  in  the 
Admiralty  office;  I  therefore  made  applicaiian 


I  have  the  honor  to  he,  ice. 

SILAS  TALBOT. 
Hon.  T.  PicKEBiNa,  Esq. 

Secreiary  of  State. 
[Here  follows  a  list  of  forty-seven  American 
seamen  released.] 

No.  4. 
KiKQSTON,  (JiMAici.)  May,  7,  1797. 
Sib:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  ibe  re- 
ceipt of  your  favor,  dated  March  the  lOtb.  The 
approbaiion  you  have  been  pleased  to  express  of 
my  conduct,  in  the  mission  which  I  have  been 
honored  with,  affords  me  the  highest  satisfaction; 
and  happy  shall  I  he  if  my  constant  exertions  may 

In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  22d  of  last  month  was 
enclosed  a  list  of  Americans  that  I  had  caused  to 
be  released  since  my  arrival  at  this  inland.  Since 
the  date  of  which,  I  have  obtained  a  discbarge  for 
eight  more  of  our  citizens,  the  names  of  whom, 
shall  be  inserted  at  the  bottom. 

The  business  i  am  here  intrusted  with  is  per- 
plexing beyond  description,  and  requires  all  the 
fortitude  and  patience  which  lam  capable  of  ex- 
ercising. To  the  unspeakable  difficulty  I  have  al- 
most daily  to  encounter  with  His  Majesty's  naval 
officers,  (many  of  whom  are  not  the  most  pleasant 
nor  the  most  reasonable  beings,)  I  have  great  trou- 
ble with  our  seamen.  Their  applications  lo  me 
ncessani,  and  I  am  employed  both  by  night 
and  day.    It  seems  as  if  nearly  one-half  of  our 
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setmeD  come  out  from  America  without  proiec- 
:iiH».  When  thev  arrive  in  these  sesis,  then  iheir 
lt»n  come  on  them;  and  those  that  escape,  b«tn^ 
impressed  before  they  land,  will  aoi  fail  to  apply 
lo  me  for  s  protection  the  mooieDt  their  foot  is  on 
shore,  and  my  quarters  are  almost  contiaually  sur- 
iDaoded  with  ihem ;  and  if  ihey  are  denied  a  pro- 
teclion  from  me  for  want  of  proof,  Ihat  same  feat 
will  urge  their  repealed  applications,  uniil  I  am 
almost  sickened  with  iheir  importaniiy. 
I  haTe  the  honor  to  be,  &c.       S.  TALBOT. 

No.  5. 
KmosTON,  (Jamiica,)  Jidi/  4,  1797. 

Sir  :  My  letters  of  22d  April  and  7ih  of  May  last 
irill  have  iafarmed  you  of  my  ha?iag  recourse  to 
writs  of  habeoM  corpue  lo  release  our  seamea  from 
British  ships-of-war,  and  of  the  number  so  released 
bj  that  means ;  to  which  five  more  may  now  be 
idded,  thai  have  been  iu  lijie  manner  discharged, 
mikiog  up  the  uumber  of  sixty  in  all. 

1  hare  now  to  inform  rou  that  there  is  a  total 
itop  pot  to  all  the  effectual  means  that  I  hare  been 
ible  to  derise  for  the  release  of  our  citizt 
pressed,  and,  from  the  appearance  of  thi 
<£  the  opinion  that  no  more  seamen  will  be  dis- 
charged during  the  time  that  Admiral  Sir  Hydi 
Parker  may  bare  the  command  in  these  seas. 

Admiral  Sir  Hyde  baring  gained  information 
ibat  my  applications  to  the  civil  aaihority  of  this 
isliad  to  obtain  the  release  of  such  American  citi- 
Ku  as  were  found  lobe  detained  on  board  His 
Hijesty's  ships-of-war,  had  been  attended  with 
ucae  saccess.  he  immediately  issued  a  j^neral 
order  lo  all  captains  and  commanders  of  ships  and 
TesKl»-of-war.  directing  them  not  to  obey  any  writ 
of  \abeaM  corpus,  nor  suffer  any  man  to  leave  their 
ships  in  consequence  of  any  such  wriL  Since  the 
above-mentioned  order  was  issued,  writs  have  been 
obtained  against  Captain  Elphinstone,  of  the  Tar- 
tar frigate,  to  produce  three  Americans,  named  in 
ibe  writ,  before  ihe  Chief  Justice;  and  against 
Captain  Foster,  of  the  Albicore,  to  produce  four, 
•nj  also  against  Captain  Oiway,  of  the  Ceres  fri- 
gate, to  produce  twenty  Americans,  in  like  man- 
act,  before  the  Chief  Justice.  AU  those  writs  were 
■erred,  but  no  one  of  them  wis  obeyed.  Attacb- 
DeDti  against  the  said  Captains  bare  been  ordered 
bj  itie  court,  and  a  writ  of  attichment  against 
C4puia  Otway  waa  taken  out  fifteen  days  since. 
Bni  the  Marshal  has  not  been  able,  as  he  says, 
U  serve  it  on  Captain  Otway ;  and  from  all  that 
I  can  learn,  there  is  not  any  probability  lhat  he 
yill  serve  the  writ ;  so  that  ine  law  in  this  island, 
it  seeing,  cannot  be  administered  lo  ihe  relief  of 
Anieiican  citizens,  who  are  held  in  British  slavery, 
aunf  ofwhom,  as  they  write  to  me  from  on  board 
Captain  Oiway's  ship,  have  been  brought  to  th» 
gaiigny  and  whipped  for  writing  10  lEeir  agent 
In  try  lo  gel  ihem  discharged. 

It  u  thought  that  the  Admiral  has  wrote  to  the 
Qcveniorof  this  island  on  the  foregoing  subject,  as 
It  is  a  fact  that  the  Qovernor  has  so  far  Interfered 
iothebasinest,as  to  hold  several  conferences  with 
the  Chief  Justice  on  the  business,  the  reault  of 


which  is  not  known  to  me.  The  officers  of  the 
navy  now  consider  themselves  abore  the  law,  and 
they  yesterday  came  up  into  Kingston  harbor,  in 
the  day  time,  and  impressed  considerable  numbers 
of  Americaos,  and  took  them  down  to  Port  Royal, 
notwithstanding  they  were  furnished  with  protec-  . 
tions.  Their  petitions  and  letters  reach  me  daily, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  1  cannot  render  ihem 
the  services  they  request  of  me,  relative  to'  obtain- 
ing their  discharge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yoar  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  SILAS  TALBOT. 

Hon.  T.  PicKEBiNU,  Esq. 

Secrttary  of  ataU. 

No.  6. 
KiNosTON,  (Jamaica,)  Oct.  17,  1797. 
SiB :  In  my  last  lo  you,  of  the  4th  July,  I  men- 
tioned the  total  stop  lhat  was  put  to  the  release  of 
our  seamen  in  this  quariei^  from  British  ships-of- 
war.  by  meant  of  an  order  from  Admiral  Sir  Hyde 
Parker,  to  the  commanders  of  ships  and  vessels  of 
war.  I  now  enclose,  for  your  inlormation.  a  copy 
of  the  order  alluded  to  in  said  letter.  There  nas  not, 
however,  been  any  very  considerable  canse  of  com- 
plaint, on  account  of  impressing  our  seamen,  for 
more  than  two  months  past,  at  this  island.  I  hare 
lately  received  a  letter,  under  date  of  the  5th  Au- 
gust, from  Mr.  Henry  Craig,  my  assistant  at  Mar- 
tinique,by  which  it  appears  that  Admiral  Harrer 
cominaes  well  disposed  towards  us.  Mr.  Craig's 
letter  contains  the  following  paiagtagh:  "I  am 
happy  to  inform  you  that  I  hare  been  extremely 
fortunate  in  obtaining  the  release  of  many  Amer- 
ican sailors  from  British  armed  vessels;  and,  in- 
deed, in  all  eaxet  where  there  was  any  probable 
cause  to  suppose  lhat  the  person  claimed  was  a 
citizen  of  the  United  Slates  ihey  have  been  im- 
mediately released ;  and  in  all  applications  to  Ad- 
miral Harvey,  I  have  found  the  most  cordial  good 

'  ihes  towards  the  Americans.    We  hare  several 
es  petitioned  for  a  convoy  to  protect  the  Amer- 
ican trade  through  the  islands,  which  was  always 
readily  granted." 

(  am  under  the  necessity  of  drawing  a  bill  of 
exchange,  of  this  date,  for  one  thousand  dollars,  in 
favor  of  James  Kent,  Esquire,  of  New  York,  which 
I  trust  you  will  he  pleased  to  honor,  at  sight,  and 
place  to  account  of  mv  salary.  Having  expended 
' '  g  more  on  tne  public  account  than  the 
Tone  thousand  dollars,  already  received, 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  draw  for  one  thousand  dolltut 
more,  so  soon  as  I  can  find  an  opportunity  to  dis- 
pose of  such  a  draft. 

I  hare  the  pleasure  to  be,  with  great  respect  and 

teem,  sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

SILAS  TALBOT. 

Hob.  T.  Picebrino, 

Secraary  i^  State  U.  S. 

%;  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  Knight,  Viea  Adaiiral  of  the  Bed, 
and  Cammmder-iD-Chiefof  Hii  Mjieaty's  Mft  and 
veneli  employed  at  and  about  JanAea. 
Whereas  the  diflcharsing  of  men  from  His  Ma- 
jesty's akipe  and  resseu  tmdei  my  command,  ia 
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CODsequeDCe  of  writs  o{  habetu  atrpui,  is  attended 
witb  the  utmost  inconvcDience,  and  disadvan- 
tageotuto  the  public  ■erTicecommilted  toatj  care, 

JOD  are  hereb;  required  and  directed  Defer  in 
iiture  to  discharge  any  mao  from  the  ship  you 
•  command,  in  consequence  of  any  writ  of  habeaa 
eaiyia,  till  such  writ  is  referreil  to  me  as  Comman- 
det-iU'C^ief,  (a  rule  observed  by  all  the  Judges  in 
EDgland,)  and  my  orders  given  in  consequence 
thereof. 

Oiren  OD  board  the  Queen,  Cape  Niehola  Mole, 
May  8,  1797. 

H.  PARKER. 
7b  the  Captaitu,  ^.,  ofaU  H.  M.  thipg,  fc. 
By  command  of  the  Vice  Admiral, 

P.  09B0RN. 


EiitosTOH,  (Jamaica,)  Nob,  9, 1797. 
At  to  our  seamen,  I  have  not  heard  tliat  any 
of  them  hare  been  detained  since  my  laat.    Some 
few  have  been  laid  hold  of,  but,  on  producing  their 

iirotectiont  from  me,  they  weie  immediately  re- 
eased.  It  is  to  be  wished  that  they  all  miffhl 
come  out  provided  with  suitable  protections,  ne- 
cMse,  in  tttai  case.  I  think  they  would  not  be  io- 
tennpted  in  iheir  lawful  employ. 

No.  8. 
Kingston,  (Jamaica,)  Dee.  12,  1797. 


Bir:  Nothing  of  moment  haj  occurred  i 
qnner  of  the  Weal  Indies.  lelativ 


the  command  devolve  upon  Atlmiial 
Bligh,  I  have  reason  to  expect  that  ld  such  case 
perfectjustice  would  bedone  to  our  represeniationi 
on  the' subject  in  question.  Nor  is  it  less  diairess- 
iog  when  ve  contemplate  the  hardship,  the  cruel 
and  inhuman  manner  our  seamen  are  frequently 
treated  by  the  French.  Every  little  while  some 
of  those  of  our  unfortunate  meu  are  coming  in 
like  straggling  soldiers  after  a  battle  and  deTeU, 
some  of  whom,  when  taken,  are  stripped  naked, 
drubbed,  and  then  put  into  a  small  boat  to  make 
the  shore  or  perish  in  the  sea  ;  and  some  are  retaken 
hy  British  ships  and  brought  in  ;  others  make  iheii 
escape  by  one  means  or  another  ;  but  in  all  case* 
they  are  miserably  poor,  both  in  purse  and  appetr- 


Hon.  T.  PiCKBRiNO,  Esq. 
SecT^ary  tf  Stale  U.  i 


A. 


since  my  last  to  vou,  oov  have  I  heard  of 
American  seaman  being  impressed  out  of  any  . 
sel  for  the  space  of  some  months  past.  There 
was,  however,  not  long  ago,  two  of  onr  men  taken, 
when  on  shore,  at  some  sailor  quarters,  in  com- 
pany with  a  number  of  British  seameD,  and  car- 
ried on  board  the  Maidstone  frigate.  On  my  re- 
ceiving the  information,  I  went  to  Captain  Mat- 
thews, who  commands  that  ship,  and  who  was 
then  on  shore.  After  an  ezpl  anation  with  the  Cap- 
tain, I  requested  of  him  to  release  the  said  men,  to 
which  he  readily  consented,  and  he  gave  me  his 
word  that  the  men  should  be  discharged  on  his 

Soing  on  board.  The  Maidstone  sailed  the  neit 
ay,  oat  whether  the  men  were  discharged  I  can- 
not say,  nor  was  it  easily  to  be  ascertained,  as  the 
■aid  men  did  not  belong  to  any  particular  vessel, 
but  were  stragglers  unknown  lo  me  personally, 
■ud  m)rself  unknown  to  them,  as  I  suppose. 

While  I  reflect,  sir,  with  pleasure  oq  the  check 
that  is  put  to  impressing  our  seamen,  and  the  total 
discharge  of  all  tliat  were  formerly  on  board  Ad- 
miral Harvey's  division  to  windward;  yet  I  teel 
great  aniiety  foi^hose  imnressed  a  long  time  since, 
and  who  are  sti#detained  on  board  ships-of-war, 
that  compose  Admiral  Parker's  squadron  on  this 
station,  more  especially  as  there  ia  not  any  appear- 


No.  9. 
MARTiRiauE,  Feltrutay  S,  1797. 

Sir:  Having  been  appointed  hy  Colonel  Tal- 
bot resident  agent  for  the  relief  of  impressed 
American  citizens,  I  DOW  take  the  liberty  to  eoeloie 
you  Captain  Inchbatd  Goodrich's  protest  againtt 
Captain  Newman  of  the  Ceres  frignte. 

On  the  22d  ultimo  the  Ceres  anchored  in  this 
bay,  at  three  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  commenced  a  se* 
vere  impress  among  the  shipping  in  this  harbon 
In  this  busiaeas  they  collected  about  100  men,  GO 
of  whom  were  Americans.  I  waited  on  Captain 
Newman,  and  urged  the  necessity  of  my  seeing 
the  men  examined,  which  he  finally  agreed  to, 
and  they  were  all  released,  those  named  in  the 
protest  excepted. 

I  have  written  to  Colonel  Talbot  at  Jsmaica, 
where  the  Ceres  is  stationed,  and  have  no  doubt 
bat  he  will  procnre  their  release. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  yours,  respectfally. 

HENRY  CRAIG. 

The  Sbcrittart  OP  State. 

No.  10 

Eitract  of  ■  letter  from  Mr.  Henry  Cnig,  dtted  1(A 

Septuober,  1797,  to  the  Secretuy  of  Suie. 

When  Colonel  Talbot  was  in  this  colony.  b( 
requested,  that,  in  order  to  carry  the  views  of  Gov- 
ernment into  effect,  I  wouldacceptof  theappoiot- 
meat  of  the  resident  agent  for  tberelief  of  Ameri- 
can seamen,  who  were  impressed  or  in  any  way 
destitute  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 

This  being  the  rendezvous  of  the  British  natir 
and  my  general  acquaintance  with  the  offieers  of 
that  department,  induced  me  to  accept  of  this  un- 
dertaking, hoping  that  t  should  be  enabled  to  alle- 
viate the  distress  of  my  unfortunate  country- 
men ;  nor  have  I  been  disappointed,  having  relea- 
sed more  than  one  hundred  from  the  different  ship* 
on  this  siatittn. 
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I  have  always  fouod  the  most  decided  compli- 
uceia  Rear-Admiral  Harvey  to  release  anyjer- 
soD  vho  had  any  preteasions  to  citizeoship  oftbe 
Coiled  Sutes. 


London,  September  3,  1796. 

''  Mr.  TrambuU'E  appoiatmeat  aa  the  fifih  com- 
isissioaer  in  the  capture  quentioDs  has  prevented 
hiiaeceptanceortheagency  Tim:  the  relief  and  pro- 
teedmDfoiir  seamen.  Hii  duties  must  devolva 
on  me  for  the  present 

"A  practice  has  obtained  amongf  our  Consols  to 
nint  certificates  of  citizenship,  or  proteciioDs,  as 
aej  are  called,  to  our  seamen ;  aod  I  am  informed 
that  ttiey  hare  been  efficacioua  in  securing  those 
who  possessed  them  from  impressment.  Some 
(bases  were  unnvoidable,  ana  it  is  said  hKve 
lieendigcoTeTed;  in  conse^nence  of  which,  these 
Consalar  certificates  have  id  some  insiaaces  been 
dine^rded ;  and  in  a  late  conference  with  Lord 
GrenTille,  he  asked  me  whether  our  laws,  or  the 
Ffesideat's  instructions,  ^tc  to  our  Consols  an- 
ihoriiy  to  gTa.m  these  certiScates — observing  that 
it  was  not  within  the  ordinary  functions  of  Con- 
sols to  issue  documents  of  this  nature.  I  told  his 
Lordship  that  i  would  inquire  concerning  the  an- 
ihority  of  out  Consuls,  and  eife  him  an  answer. 
As  the  practice  of  granting  these  certiGcates  is  not 
peculiar  to  our  Consuls,  but  common  with  the  Cod- 
sois  of  other  nations,  and  as  our  sailors  are  fre- 
quently found  here'  without  certificates  of  citi- 
zenship, whereby  they  are  exposed  to  impress- 
meal,  I  cannot  take  upon  myself  to  instruct  our 
Consuls  to  discoD  linue  the  practice,  though  I  should 
find  no  positive  law  or  instruction  that  author- 


Eitmet  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pii^acing,  Secntaiy  at 
State,  to  Mr.  King,  dated 

OcTOBBR  86, 1796. 
"  The  general  and  uniform  practice  of  our  Con- 
suls lo  give   certificates  of  citizenship,  or  protec- 
liofls.  to  our   seamen,  may  I  tliink  be   very   well 
considered  as  sanctioned  by  our   Government,  by 


,  if  i 


The  practice  is  certainly  ,, 

ingly  proper  in  cases  where  the  Consul's  interfer- 
ence haa  procured  the  release  of  our  impressed 
Kani«D ;  tor  without  such  certificates  they  would 
l>eiaitaatly  exposed  to  a  repetition  of  the 
Besides,  multitudes  of  our  seamen  have  goae 
shioad  without  protections,  or  they  have  lost  them; 
|wt  still  they  were  not  to  be  abaadoned  ;  and  who, 
in  foreign  countries,  have  it  in  their  power  so  well 
to  ascertain  their  citizenship  as  our  Coosnisl  The 
measure  was  natural  and  necessary; 
Was  practised  by  the  Consuls  of  other 
Well  as  our  own." 


Extract  from  the  instnictianB  of  David  Lenox,  Esq. 
•gent  under  the  act  for  the  relief  and  protectioQ  of 
£nericaii  teamen,  rending  in  Great  Britain,  dated 
MiRCB  24,  1797. 
"  That  our  seamen,  once  relieved,  may  not  be 
irain  exposed  to  impressment,  ibey  should  befur- 
njsbed  with  certificates,  in  a  form   which  the 
British  officers  and  impress-gangs  will  respect.    On 
this  head  you  will  consult  the  Minister  ot  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  London,  by  whom  a  recognition  of 
the  form  by  the  British  Qovernment  and  a  cor- 
responding instruction  to  their  officers  may,  if 
judged   necessary,  be  obtained ;  obseTving,  bow- 
er, that  although  this  kind  of  certificates  is  to 
!  invariably  respected,  certificates  of  other  kinds 
e  not  thereby  to  be  disparaged." 
[The  same  lastniclion  wasgiven  to  Mr.  Trum- 
bull, and  a  similar  one  to  Mr.  Talbot  in  I796.J 


to  the  Becretaij  of 

London,  AprU  13, 1797. 
It  was  before  my  arrival  that  Lord  Qrenville  had 
expressed  to  Mr.  Pinckney  a  dissatisfaction  with 
the  practice  of  granting  protections  to  American 
amen  by  our  Consuls. 

Before  T  received  your  opinion  on  this  subject, 

ord  Grenville  had  written  me  a  letter,  in  wnioh 

is  branch  of  the  Consular  power  is  denied,  and' 

_jtice  given  to  us  that  the  practice  mnst  bediacoit- 

tinued.   A  copy  of  (his  letter  and  of  mine  transmit* 

ting  it  to  our  several  Consuls,  I  had  the  honor  to 

send  you  with  my  letter  of  the  tOth  of  December. 

Previous  to  the  communication  of  this  resolution 

of  the  British  Government,  it  bad  been  notified  to 

Mr.Pinckney  that  plla;)plications  for  thedischarge 

of  American  seamen,  impressed  into  the  British 

ice,  must  in  future  come  through  the  Ameri- 

Mmister,  instead  of  coming  from  the  Ameri- 

Coasuls.as  had  been  customary.     One  cf^se- 

quence  of  this  regulation  haa  been,  ibat  the  subject 
in  all  its  details  lias  come  under  my  observatiao, 
and  its  importance,!  confess,  is  much  greater  than 
I  had  supposed  it.  Instead  of  a  few  (and  those  in 
many  instances  equivocal)  cases,  I  have,  since  the 
month  of  July  past,  made  aoplication  for  the  dis- 
charge, from  British  men-of-war,  of  two  hundred 
and  seventy-one  seamen,  who,  staling  themselves 
to  be  Americans,  have  claimed  my  interference. 
Of  this  number,  eighty-six  have  been  ordered  by 
the  Admiralty  to  be  discharged ;  thirty-sezen  more 
havebeendetained  as  British  subjects  or  as  Amei> 
ican  volunteers,  or  for  want  of  proof  that  they  are 
Americans;  and  to  my  applications  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  remaining  one  hundred  and  forty- 
eight,  I  have  received  no  answer— the  ships  on 
board  of  which  these  seainen  were  detained  bar- 
ing, in  many  instances,  sailed  before  an  examina- 
tion was  made,  in  coasequence  of  my  applicatious. 
It  is  certain  that  some  of  those  who  have  applied 
to  me  are  not  American  citizeos,  but  the  excep- 
tions are  in  my  opinion  few,  and  the  evidence] 
exclusive  of  certificates,  has  been  such  as  in  most 
casei  to  satisfy  me  that  the  applicants  were  real 
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Americans,  who  have  befn  forcei)  into  the  BrilisI 
service,  and  tvbo,  with  singular  coDstaacv,  hav 
eenKslly  persevereil  in  rel'using  pay  and  bounty 
niough  in  some  instances  they  hare  been  in  ser 
Tice  more  than  two  years.  As  the  apj^icalioD 
for  myaiJ  seemed  ro  increase,  after  the  suspensioi. 
of  Ibe  CoDSuIar  power  to  grant  protections,  (owing 
to  the  exposed  situation  ofour  seamen,  in  con.ie- 
quence  of  the  denial  of  this  power,)  I  judeed  it 
xdvisable,  though  I  saw  little  prospeci  of  any 
permanent  agreement,  to  attempt  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  this  Government,  that,  under  certain 
regulations,  our  Consuls  should  again  be  author- 
ize lo  grant  certificates  of  citizensliip  to  our  sea- 
men. My  letter  to  Lord  tirenTille  and  his  answer 
you  hare  enclosed.  I  likewise  send  you  the  copy 
of  Another  letter,  to  which  1  have  received  no  an- 
swer, that  I  wrote  lo  Lord  Grenvjile,  in  order  to 
expose  ihe  inconsistency  with  the  taws  and  prin- 
ciples of  British  allegiBDce  of  a  rule  by  which  ac- 
knowledged Americans  are  detained  in  (be  British 


London,  December  10,  1796. 

Deab  Sir  :  My  letter  of  the  8th  September  has 
given  you  information  of  what  passed  between 
Lord  Qrenrille  and  me  respecting  the  BUthority 
of  our  ConsuJs  to  grant  protections  to  seamen. 

On  Ihe  3d  of  November  I  received  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  his  lordship  on  that  subject : 

"  Downing  Stebbt,  JVop.  3,  1796. 

"  Sir  :  The  Consuls  of  the  United  States,  resid- 
ing in  His  Majesty's  dominions,  have,  for  some 
time  past,  been  in  tne  habit  of  granting  to  seafar- 
ing persons  certificates  under  their  Consular  seal, 
pVTMirtins  that  the  bearers  of  them  are  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  and  as  such  tjable  to  be  called 
upon  for  the  service  of  their  own  country,  and  that 
(hey  are  therefore  not  to  be  interrupted  or  molest- 
ed by  any  persons  whatever.  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  these  certificates  have  frequently  been 
granted  on  very  slight  and  insufficient  evidence, 
imd  in  a  great  number  of  cases  to  persons  who 
were  in  fact  British  seamen. 

"But.  independently  of  this  abuse,  I  am  under 
the  necessity  of  representing  to  you,  on  the  part  of 
His  Majesty's  Government,  the  insuperable  objec- 
tions which  apply  to  the  principle  ofa  iurisdlc- 
tion  in  this  respect,  assumed  and  exercised  within 
His  Majesty's  dominions  by  the  Consuls  ofa  for- 
eign nation.  And  I  must  remark  to  you,  that  the 
impropriety  of  a  proceeding  so  much  out  of  the 
orainaryline  of  the  Consular  functions,  and  so 
liable  to  be  abused  for  the  worst  purposes,  is  very 
mncb  aggravated  by  the  unwarranted  assumption 
of  a  power  in  the  Consuls  to  administer  oatns  to 
Hb  Majesty's  subjects  and  others  resident  within 
these  realms,  concerning  the  matter  of  the  said 
eeitificates. 

"  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  Mr.  Pinckney 
upon  this  subject,  on  the  ISthof  July  last,  request- 
~  g  that  he  would  inform  me  whether  the  Ci 
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sucli  certificates;  and,  in  such  case,  whether  any 
and  what  rule  of  evidence  or  discretion  is  pre- 
scribed to  them  for  their  guidance  in  a  duty  of  so 
difficult  and  delicate  a  nature. 

"I  apprehend  that  Mr.  Piockney's  departure 
prevented  his  answering  my  letter;  but  as  1  am 
persuaded  ihat  no  such  authority  can  in  fact  have 
been  given,  the  frequent  instances  of  this  prac- 
tice which  have  lately  come  within  my  know- 
ledge, oblige  me  now  to  request  that  you  will  hare 
the  goodness  to  notify  to  the  Consuls  that  they  are 
in  future  to  abstain  from  a  proceeding  which  (u 
exceeds  the  limits  of  their  office,  which  is  neither 
sanctioned  by  the  law  and  usage  of  nations,  nor 
by  any  treaty  between  the  two  countries,  and  the 
continuance  of  which  must  be  considered  as 
an  act  on  their  part  injurious  to  the  authority  of 
the  Eins's  Oovernment.  The  earnest  desire 
which  I  feel  to  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  a 
misunderstanding  between  the  two  Gorernmeats. 
leads  me  to  prefer  this  mode  of  notification,  rather 
than  to  take  any  manner  of  signifying  it  w  them, 
more  directly.  And  I  avail  myself,  with  pleasure, 
of  (his  opportunity  to  assure  you  of  the  high  con- 
sideration and  esteem  with  wnich  I  have  the  hon- 
or to  be,  &c., 

«  GRENVILLE." 

I  thought  it  proper  lo  communicate  this  letter 
to  our  Consuls,  which  I  did  by  copies,  accompanied 
with  (he  following  Ie(tet: 

London,  November  18ih,  1796. 

Sin :  Enclo.sed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Lord  Grenrille  to  me,  respecting  the  coosulai 
jurisdiction.  Hitherto  [  have  not  had  leisure  (0 
consider  the  subject  in  the  manner  1  wish  to  do, 
previous  to  the  return  of  an  answer.  1(  has  how- 
ever appeared  to  me  adrisable  to  transmit  (o  you 
a  copy  of  the  letter,  in  order  (hat  you  should  be  in- 
formed of  the  decision  of  this  Governmeot  on  the 
points  to  which  it  refers.  I  am  ai  present  inclined 
to  believe  that  the  administratioa  of  oaths  by  oar 
Consuls,  in  these  or  any  other  cases,  to  Btiliah 
subjects,  is  neither  necessary  'nor  proper.  The 
other  point  is  more  doubtful,  as  well  as  mueh 
more  important,  as  it  regards  the  security  ol  our 
navigation  and  seamen.  As  we  have  no  conven- 
tion with  this  naiioD,  defining  the  consular  pow- 
ers, they  must  be  ascertained  by  the  law  of  nations. 
General  usage  is  evidence  of  this  law,  andscnne 
of  its  roles  are  to  be  found  only  in  the  existence 
of  such  usage.  [  have  not  discovered  anylbin; 
explicit  on  the  question  in  any  work  of  repulation. 
and  I  shall  be  ooliged  to  you  to  inquire,  and  as  ear- 
ly as  cOQveoient  to  inform  me.  what  is  ihe  prac- 
tice on  Ihissubjectof  (he  Consuls  of  other  Powers 
resident  in  this  nation.  If  you  can  procure  anJ 
send  me  copies  of  similar  ceriiScates  issued  by  the 
Consuls  of  other  nations,  if  such  certificates  are 
granted  by  any  of  them,  I  desire  you  m  do  so: 
though  I  would  not  be  understood  as  giving  a  set- 
tled opinion  on  this  point.  I  ought  not  to  omit  ob- 
serving to  you,  that  neither  our  laws  respetiing 
Consuls,  nor  the  late  law  for  the  relief  and  protec- 
tion of  American  seamen,  give  to  our  Consuls  any 
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iutbority*to  grant  cerlifii:a(es  of  citizeDsbip,  and 
IhareseeD  no  insiruciioD  from  the  Executire  that 
tulhorizes  it.  If  the  powereiisis,  it  must  be  derived 
from  (be  law  of  nations.  ThisQoTcrnment  denies 
ihal  it  can  be  deduced  from  that  souice,  and  noli- 
fiK  to  us  that  we  must  abstain  fiotn  the  exercise 
oTihe  powcTj  since  the  same  is  deemed  to  be  tepug' 
niDt  to  the  jurisdictioD,  and  a.coDtinuance  thereof 
vill  be  considered  as  injurious  to  the  authority,  of 
the  King's  Goremment. 

With  great  respect,  I  hare  the  lionor  to  be  sir, 
fan r  obedient  and  faithful  serrani, 

RUFU8  KING. 

i  do  not  consider  myself  authorized  to  instruct 
onr  Coniuls  in  this,  or  in  any  other  instance.  In 
cuts  in  which  they  ask  my  advice,  I  readily  give 
liaceordiD^  to  my  views  of  their  privil»es,  and 
of  the  public  welfare.  So  far  as  I  have  been  io- 
lonnf<^  the  Consuls  do  not  think  it  prudent,  since 
this  cominunicalian  from  Lord  Gienville,  to  srant 
My  more  protections;  and,  in  consequeoce  there- 
of, I  am  frequently  applied  to  by  seamen  on  that 
mbjecL 

1  did  not  approve  of  that  part  of  the  late  law  for 
ik  relief  and  protection  of  seamen,  which  author- 
ize the  collectors  to  grant  protectiona.  It  appear- 
ed to  me  to  be  a  measure  of  questionable  policy; 
ud  I  apprehend  it  has  placed  our  seamen  in  a 
worse  instead  of  a  better  aituaEion,  than  that  in 
Thieh  they  were  before. 

Ooe  great  evil  of  this  regulation  is,  that  every 
Kamao  who  is  without  a  certificate,  and  every  one 
vho  bas  a  certificate  from  any  other  officer  than 
)  collector,  is  consideied  as  not  having  been  able 
<o  procure  a  certificate  from  the  collector,  and  is 
treated  here  as  a  British  subject.  The  law  ought 
10 be  repealed  ;  or,  what  under  present  circumstan- 
ce;  would  be  belter,  it  might  be  amended  by  requi- 
ting every  seaman  who  is  a  citizen,  to  prove  ihe, 
wne  in  a  safe  and  satisfactory  manner,  and  to 
PtMure  a  certificate  thereof,  from  the  collector. 
Another  amendcnenc  should  be  added,  to  prohibit 
nery  other  person  except  the  collectors  from  grant- 
iag  cerlificales  to  seamen. 

At  present  it  is  optional  with  a  senmao  to  pro- 
cure or  not  to  procure  a  certificate  of  citizenship, 
orio  procure  it  from  the  collector,  or  from  any 
other  officer.  Hence  these  certificates  are  gmnt- 
ed  ia  a  variety  of  forms  on  difieteni  decrees, of 
proof,  and  by  almost  every  grade  of  magistrates; 
ud  the  consequence  ihereaf  has  been  that  they 
>reall  in  some  aort  disregarded, 

RUFUS  KING. 

Rufu  Sing,  Eaq.,  Miniater,  dec,  to  Iioid  Qronville. 
Gbeat  Cuhbebi.&ki>  Placs, 

Jammry  38, 1797. 
My  Lord:  I  hare  the  honor  to  send  your  lord- 
Kip  the  copy  of  a  lew  of  the  United  Slates  for 
the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen,  like- 
Wse  the  copy  of  an  instruction  given  by  the  Pres- 
ideni  to  the  coUe[;iora  of  the  several  districts,  wbich 
mppliea  an  omission  i^  this  law,  and  prescribes 
the  evidence  on  which  alone  certificates  of  citizen- 
■lup  may  be  granted  by  aucb  colleciora;  and  also 
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a  copy  of  the  first  aeclion  of  ihe  lawof  ihe  United 
Slates,  prescribing  an  uniform  rule  of  naturaliza- 
tion. 1  flatter  myself  (bat  your  lordship  will  per- 
ceive in  these  documents,  ihe  care  and  caution 
thai  the  American  Government  have  observed,  in 
order  that  those  only  who  are  justly  entitled,  should 
obtain  certificates  of  American  citizenship.     It  is 

E resent  purpose  to  enter  into  an  ezamina- 
e  precise  limits  of  the  consular  jurisdic- 
lion  and  fuiiolions,  which  your  lordship  conceives 
do  not  extend  to  give  a  right  to  the  American  con- 
suls to  erant  ceriiGcales  of  citizenship  to  th«  sea- 
men of  Ibat  nation,  who  come,  or  ore  brought  with- 
in His  Majesty'a  dominions;  I  think  it,  however, 
my  duty  to  observe,  that  on  careful  inquiry  I  find 
it  to  have  been  the  ancient  practice  of  the  Consuls 
of  the  maritime  nations,  resident  within  His  Ma- 
jesty's dominions,  exo^io,  to  grant  certificates  of 
this  kind ;  and  that  Ihjs  practice  is  still,  as  1  am  in- 
formed, pursued  by  the  Consuls  of  Denmark,  Swe- 
den^ and  Portugal,  and  probably  by  those  of  other 
'  ;ht  also  (o  add,  that,  from  the  best 
lave  been  able  to  give  the  subject, 
1  cannot  but  be  of  opinion,  with  becoming  defe- 
rence for  the  statements  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, that,  under  proper  regulations,  ine  exercise 
of  this  power  is  both  an  important,  and  especially 
between  America  and  Great  Britain,  the  most  ma- 
terial portion  of  the  consular  rights.  I  make  this 
observation,  my  lord,  not  to  invite  a  discussion  of 
the  question,  but  for  the  sole  purpose  of  preclud- 
ing any  inference  that  might  result  from  its  not 
having  been  made  on  this  occasion. 

The  object  of  this  communication  is  to  repre- 
sent to  your 'lordship,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
relations  of  peace  and  friendship  subsisting  be- 
tween America  and  Great  Britain,  which  give, 
and  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  lately 
concluded  between  them,  which  confirms,  to  the 
people  and  inhabitants  of  the  United  Stales  a  ri^hl 
securely  to  resort  to,  and  to  reside  in.  His  Majes- 
ty's European  dominionsj  great  numbers  of  Amer- 
ican citizens,  and  especially  of  the  class  which 
compose  Ihe  seamen  engaged  in  the  American 
navigation,  are  from  time  to  lime  arriving  with- 
in, and,  in  the  prosecution  ol  their  lawful  concerns, 
frequenting  His  Majesty's  taid  European  domin- 
ions; many  of  them  have  no  certificates  of  citizen- 
ship, in  some  instances  having  omitted  to  ohiain 
the  same  within  the  United  Slates;  and  in  others, 
the  certificates  which  had  been  so  obtained  having, 
by  the  casualties  of  seafaring  lives,  been  desiroved, 
these  seamen,  who  cannot  easily  be  disiinguisbed, 
by  language  or  manners  from  those  of  Qreai  Brit- 
am  are,  wliile  employed  on  board  American  ships 
and  on  shore,  daily  seized,  and  contrary  to  their 
will,  impressed  into  His  Majesty's  lervice,  to  the 
manifest  injury  of  their  personal  rights,  and  to  the 
material  detriment  and  disadvantage  of  ihe  Amen- 
cDD  navigacioD  and  commerce.  So  long  osour  Con- 
suls were  io  the  practice  of  granting  protections  to 
American  seamen,  these  injuries  and  inconveni- 
ences were  less  freouent  and  more  easily  remedied. 
The  laws  of  the  United  States  authorize,  but  do 
ool  CfHnpeJ,  their  seamen  to  lake  out  certificates  of 
citizeoahip  within  the  United  States;  and  the  pric- 
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9  that  ibey  omit  to  obtain 
Bvch  eetlifieaies.  anil  place  iheir  depeDdence  upon 
the  assUiaoce  of  the  UodsuIs,  in  case  of  mterrup- 
tioD  io  any  of  (he  ports  of  His  Hajesty'ii  Buropeaa 
dominions. 

Some  few  irregularities,  it  is  possible^  may  uo- 
intenliooally  have  happened  in  the  granting  of  pro- 
teclions  by  [he  American  Cousals,  as  ao  precise  in- 
itnictions  for  the  regulation  of  their  conduct,  in 
this  respect,  have  heretofore  been  given  to  them. 
To  avoid  similar  irregularities  in  Tutura  and  to 
afford  the  protection  which  is  indispenEablV  due  to 
the  American  seamen  within  His  Majesty's  Euro- 
pean dominions— 

1  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  lordship  the 
following  propositions: 

1.  That  the  American  Consuls  shall  hereafter 
grant  cerldcates  of  citizenship,  in  the  form  pre- 
scribed in  the  enclosed  law,  to  such  American  sea- 
men, as  shall  prove  themselves  entitled  to  receive 
the  same. 


that  an  instruction  Mmilar  to,  and  founded  upon, 
that  given  bjr  the  President  to  the  collectors  should 
be  given  by  me  to  the  several  American  Consuls, 
for  the  government  of  their  conduct. 

3  That  instructious  should  be  given  by  the  pro- 
pet  department  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  to 
His  Majesty's  naval  ofGcers,  to  respect  such  certifi- 
cates issued  hy  the  American  CodsuU. 

Convinced  of  the  disposilioo  of  His  Majesty's 
Qovemment  to  remove  effectually,  and  as  fast  as 
possible,  every  cause  of  ioijuietude  and  discontent 
Detween  the  two  counirieK  and  to  strengthen  the 

God  understanding  and  friendship  which  subsist 
tween  them,  I  persuade  myself  that  your  lord- 
ship will  see  no  objection  sufficiently  weighty  to 
prevent  the  early  adoption  of  these  propositions, 
which  appear  to  me,  my  lord,  to  be  essential  to 
the  security  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of 


I  cannot  express  to  your  lordship,  in  language 
too  strong,  my  thorough  conviction  of  the  import- 
luce  of  this  subject  to  the  mutual  harmony  of  the 
two  countries,  which  it  is  my  earnest  desire  should 
be  uninterrupted  and  perpetual ;  nor  can  1  cease  to 
entertain  the  expectation  that  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment will,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  meet 
the  overtures  of  the  United  Stales,  and  proceed  to 
those  mutual  discussions,  which,  it  ia  believed, 
must  lead  to  the  permanent  settlement  of  princi- 
ples and  rules,  by  which  the  seameu  belonging  to 
the  respective  nations  may  in  all  situations  here- 
after, be  known  and  distinguished. 

This  done,  the  regulations  that  1  have  now  the 
boDOr  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  consideration 
will  cease  to  be  necessary. 

With  high  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
my  lord,  &e., 

RUFUS  KINQ. 

DowBiNO  Street,  March  27/A,  1797. 
Bin:  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  28tb  of  January  last. 


The  desire  of  obtaining  the  most  accurate  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  to  which  it  relates,  and  the 
unavoidable  pressure  of  other  business,  have  pre- 
vented me  from  answering  it  at  an  earlier  period. 

It  is,  I  am  persuaded,  unnecessary  for  me,  oa 
this  occasion,  to  repeal  the  assurances  which  you 
have  GO  frequently  received  of  the  sincere  desire 
of  His  Majesty's  Gkivemment  to  cultivate  the 
strictest  harmony  and  good  understanding  with 
the  United  States,  or  to  express  the  concern  vhich 
I  must  thence  necessarily  feel  at  any  subject  oo 
which  an  essential  difference  of  opinion  may  be 
likely  to  eibl.  Under  this  impression,  I  bive 
considered  the  proposals,  contained  tn  your  letter, 
relativeto  the  discharge  from  His  Majesty's  service 
of  seamen  alleged  to  be  American  citizens,  sod 
I  can,  with  the  most  perfect  truth,  assure  you,  that 
I  have  done  so  with  every  disposition  to  overlook 
difficulties  of  small  importance,  and  to  soften  and 
smooth  the  way,  as  far  as  could  depend  on  toe, 
for  the  adjuslraent  of  the  business  in  question,  on 
terms  mutually  satisfactory,  and  with  a  spirit  of 
conciliation  and  friendship. 

But  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  representing  to 
you  that  those  proposals  appear  to  be  liable  to 
very  great,  and,  as  I  fear,  insurmountable  difficul- 
ties; and  that  it  seems  scarcely  possible  for  the 
King's  Gbvernraent  to  accede  to  any  arrangement 
grounded  on  such  a  basis,  without  risking  the  to- 
tal sacrifice  of  that  on  which  depends  the  whole 
maritime  force  of  Great  Britain. 

!  mention  the  importance  of  the  subject,  in  or- 
der that  you  may  be  satisfied  that  the  difficulties 
raised  upon  your  proposals,  do  not  rest  upon  li^ht 
or  trivial  considerations;  and  that  if  the  quesiton 
is,  in  some  points  of  view,  highly  interesting  to  the 
feelings  ormdlviduals,  and  to  the  general condncl 
of  Government  in  the  UnKed  States,  it  is,  on  otter 
cbosiderations.  ooe  in  which  the  highest  interests 
of  the  King's  dominions  are  essentially  concersed. 

If  it  were  possible  at  once  to  find  an  obvioug 
and  indisputable  mode  of  ascertaining  whether  a 
seaman  is  really  a  subject  of  His  Majesty's  domin- 
ions, or  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  ceriainly 
the  King's  Government  would  not  hesitate  to  ac- 
cede to  any  regulations  for  applying  that  lole  in 
the  easiest,  most  eij>edttious,  and  most  effectual 
manner.  But  you  must  be  sensible  that  while  the 
law!  of  Great  Britain  render  all  British  sailors  li- 
able to  be  called  upon  to  serve  in  defence  of  their 
country,  individual;,  who  may  be  desirous  of  ex- 
empting themselves  from  this  duty,  will  too  fre- 
quently endeavor  to  protect  themselves  under  the 
pretence  that  they  are  American  citizens;  and  iha^ 
for  this  purpose  they  will  derive  very  great  facil- 
ities from  the  aimilarity  of  language,  habits,  and 
manners.  The  frequency  of  such  attempts  will 
naturally  be  increased  by  the  circumstances  m 
which  America  still  finds  herself,  and  in  consfr 
qtiecce  of  which  a  large  proportion  of  the  me^ 
chant  ships  of  [he  United  Stales  now  is,  and  must 
for  many  years  continue  to  be,  navigated  by  for- 
eini  seamen  and  particularly  by  British. 

If  therefore  any  rule  ia  to  be  laid  down  by  the 
consent  of  the  two  Governments  for  ascertainiitf, 
by  a  sort  of  prima  facie  evidence,  who  are  tu 
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persons  to  whom  exemption  shall  be  allowed  on 
the  groiiDd  of  theii  beiag  citizens  of  the  United 
Stales,  ii  must  Teisoaablf  be  expected  by  Greit 
Britain,  that  snch  rule  (though  it  could  Dever  be 
fiee  from  all  objection,  and  certain  in  its  applica- 
tion to  every  possible  case)  sbould,  however,  con- 
tain such  general  outlines  of  security  as  to  afford 
a  jusi  fouodation  for  the  practice  to  be  observed 
on  a  point  of  so  much  importance. 

I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  say,  that  the  pro- 
posals which  you  have  been  instructed  to  make 
on  this  head,  not  only  do  not  fully  answer  this 
description,  but  that  they  do  not  appear  to  me  to 
afford  any  security  a^nst  the  utmost  extent  and 
griatesi  possible  latitude  of  abuse,  and  that  a 

Snciice  rounded  on  these  proposals  would  not 
iffrr  at  all  in  its  effect  and  consequences,- thou rh 
in  name  and  appearance  it  might,  from  a  resolu- 
tion to  discharg-e  at  once  every  British 
on  his  own  assertion,  that  he  is  an  A 
citizen. 

With  this  view,  I  must  request  yon  to  consider 
in  detail  the  provisions  of  tne  act  of  Congress, 
ud  of  the  safasequent  instructions  respecting  the 
certificates  of  citizenship  which  ii  is  now  proposed 
to  allow  the  Consuls  of  the  United  States  to 
grant,  with  the  iniention  that  full  faith  shall  be 
gireo  to  such  document!  so  framed  ;  and  I  would 
willingly  appeal  lo  your  own  candor,  whether 
any  Groreroment  conld  ever  consent  that,  even  in 
mitien  of  internal  regulation,  any  point  of  na- 
tional concern,  however  trifling,  should  rest  on  a 
fonndaiioo  of  no  better  security  than  that  which 
is  now  propoeed  aa  the  only  safeguard  against  eva- 
■ions  already  so  freq^uenily  practised,  and  which 
may  prove  so  extensive  in  their  operation,  and  so 
dangerous  in  their  consequences. 

I  must  first  observe,  that  the  act  does  not  in 
any  manner  specify  tne  nature  of  the  proof  on 
which  thesecertificateaare  to  be  granted;  although 
some  provisions  on  this  subject  are  therein  ex- 
pressly referred  to  as  being  contained  in  the  act, 
and  as  makins  the  indisputable  condition  of  grant- 
ing the  certificate.  The  insertion  of  those  pro- 
vijions  is  indeed  so  essential  to  the  whole  of  the 
inbject-roalter  which  is  in  question,  that  the 
omisiion  precludes  all  possibility  of  judging  of 
ihepolicy,  or  justice  or  efficacy,  of  the  law. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  has  indeed, 
in  order  to  supply  this  deficiency,  prescribed  by 
his  insiTuciions,  certain  rules  for  tne  conduct  of 
Ihe  officers  of  the  Federal  Government  in  r< 
speci  of  this  act ;  but  these  insiruciioos  (suppoi 
ing  them  in  other  respects  adequate  to  their  pro- 
fessed object)  cannot  even,  with  the  utmost  re- 
spect lo  the  authority  from  which  ihey  proceed, 
ot  considered  as  having  equal  force,  or  affording 
toforeign  nations  equal  security  with  those  pro- 
visions which,  accordmg  to  the  tenor  of  the  act  now 
in  question,  ought  to  be  contained  in  the  body  of 
theaeiitsetf.  It  wouldby  nomeansbemy  wish  to 
raise  or  to  discuss  any  doubtful  question  on  the 
respective  powers  or  fuDciions  of  the  component 
parts  of  a  foreign  Government,  and  if  1 1  '  ' 
little  1  am  about  to  say  on  this  subject,  your 
knowledge  will  at  once  enable  you  to  correct  any 


mistake  into  which  I  may  be  led.  But  when  in 
a  new  case  the  supreme  legislative  power  of  that 
Ghivemment  does,  in  the  very  first  provision  it 
makes  on  the  subject,  announce  iis  regulations  on 
this  point  as  a  matter  of  legislative  enactment, 
it  is  impossible  for  other  Governments,  deeply 
interested  in  these  reg-ulations,  lo  avoid,  at  least, 
inquiring  how  far,  under  the  want  of  such  enact- 
ment, any  rules  for  the  same  purpose  are  likely  to 
be  enectually  enforced  by  the  sanction  of  any 
other  authority;  and  to  this  remark  I  have  only 
to  add,  that  such  a  doubt  will  be  found  to  appif 
with  peculiar  force  to  a  case  wnere  no  penalties 
have  been,  or  as  it  is  conceived  could,  under  that 
sanction,  be  provided  as  a  restraint  on  frauds, 
though  carried  to  any  extent.  But  the  ohjeciiona 
to  the  r^ulaiions  tbemselves  are  still  mote  im- 
portant; so  that  even  if  the  PresidcDl's  inslruc 
tions  were  made  law  by  any  future  act  of  Con- 
gress, or  if  a  power  now  unquestionably  exists, 
or  should  hereafter  be  expressly  created  in  the 
Executive  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
provide  such  regulations,  and  to  enforce  them  by 
adequate  penalties,  we  should  still  be  compellea 
to  say  that  they  were  insufficient  for  the  object  of 
affording  to  Great  Britain  that  security  against 
fraud  which  must  be  a  principal  object  of  her  in- 

niion  in  any  final  settlement  of  this  business. 

The  evidence  which  is  required   by  those  In- 

ructions,  as  a  foundation  for  granting  the  certifi- 
cates of  ciiizenship,  is  such  as  would  not  be  ad- 
mitted in  any  other  case  of  the  most  trifling  civil 
or  political  right.  Such  evidence  would  not  even 
afford  a  reasonable  presumption  of  the  fact  of 
birth,  residence,  or  naturalization,  and  still  less  do 
the  instructions  hold  out  any  adequate  security 
that  the  person  to  whom  even  this  proof  applie^ 
shall  be  the  same  with  him  who  may  be  described 
in  the  certificate,  or  with  him  who  may  after- 
wards become  the  bearer  of  it. 

Thus  in  the  first  and  most  simple  case  to  w^icb 
the  President's  instructions  relate,  a  British  sailot 
might  apply  to  the  collector  of  the  customs  at  Bos- 
ton for  a  certificate  of  citizenship,  and  support  his 
application  eithe/  by  an  extract  of  a  pretended  reg- 
ister of  births  in  Georgia,  or  any  other  distant 
State,  purporting  to  be  certified  by  the  proper  offi- 
cer of  some  religious  society  there,  and  supported 
by  an  affidavit  that  the  applicant  is  the  person 
mentioned  in  the  extract,  or  merely  by  an  affida- 
vit that  the  applicant  was  horn  in  Georgia,  and  on 
this  ground  the  certificate  is  to  be  grented  of  ne- 
cessity, and  without  farther  inquiry. 

Theextractof  such  a  register,  and  the  signature 
thereto  as  described  above,  are  so  easily  fabricated, 
and  the  fabrication  is  so  impossible  lo  be  detected, 
that  they  can  evidently  give  no  security  against 
fraud,  and  accordingly  they  are  dispensed  with  in 
the  instruction  itself,  which  in  express  terms  re- 
quired the  certificate  to  be  grantea  on  the  simple 
affidavit  of  birth 

On  this  affidavit,  therefore,  the  whole  tests.  It 
is  not  precisely  specified  in  the  instruction,  whe- 
ther the  custom-house  officer  is  himself  to  admin- 
ister this  oath,  or  whether  he  is  to  admit  (as  I  im- 
agine the  practice  is)  any  affidavit  said  to  oe  sworn 
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lG  United  Slates,  botb  perhaps  residing  at  the  dis- 
UDce  of  many  bundled  miles  from  the  collector  tc 
whom  the  aJ&lavit  is  produced,  and  the  names  oJ 
both  beJD^  equally  unknown  to  him.  la  the  lat- 
ter supposition  he  is,' of  course,  wholly  unable  In 
verify  the  identity  of  the  claimant,  or  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  paper,  or  the  signature ;  or.  indeed, 
the  existence  either  of  the  magisirate  or  the  wit- 
ness. But  even  if  all  these  were  duly  ascertained, 
or  if  ibe  affidavit  is  to  be  sworn  before  the  custom- 
house officer  himself,  tbe  fact  of  birth  will  still  rest 
on  the  deposit  ion  of  one  person  aa\j,  and  that  taken 
without  adverse  parlies,  and  witu  no  iaierpst  or 
means  in  the  person  before  whom  it  is  sworn  to 
delect  a  fulsehood.  And  when  the  certificate  has 
in  this  manner,  and  on  these  ^roubds^  been  grant- 
ed, not  the  smallest  security  is  provided  tlut  the 
person  obtaining  it  shall  not  immediately  transfer 
It  into  other  hands,  and  if  he  pleases,  apply  a^in 
to  the  same  or  another  collector  for  another  simi- 
lar cerlificaie  tu  be  granted  to  him  on  the  same 
STOuods;  so  that  putting  an  extreme  case,  five  hun- 
dred such  papers  granted  one  day,  in  siricl  cou' 
formity  to  tbe  instructions,  might  the  very  next 
day  be  transferred  to  the  whole  crew  of  a  British 
man-of-war.  I  have  instanced  this,  because  it 
is  the  first,  the  simplest,  and  the  least  objectiona- 
ble, of  all  the  cases  supposed  in  tbe  instructions 
of  the  President  i  but  if  you  will  apply  the  same 
examination  to  the  others,  it  cannot  fail  to  strike 
you  how  utterly  inadequate  all  these  provisions 
are  to  the  discovery  of  truth,  or  the  prevention  of 
fraud.  It  is  a  great  additional  difficulty  in  ail 
these  cases,  that  it  is  not  required  by  the  law  for 
the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen, 
thai  the  certificate  should  distinguish,  or  in  any 
manner  specify,  the  grounds  upon  which  it'  is 
granted.  Where  so  much  latitude  is  open  for 
abuse,  even  this  restriction,  inadequate  as  it  is  to 
the  total  prevention  of  frauds,  might,  in  some  de-  . 
^recf  have  operated  to  check  them ;  but  even  this 
IS  omitted,  and  instances  have  already  occurred  to 
prove  by  fact  what  was  naturally  to  be  foreseen, 
that  no  laiih  whatever  is  due  to  ceriificaies  grant- 
'  ed  under  the  act  in  question. 

To  such  an  extent  are  the  frauds  already  arriv- 
ed, that  very  recently  J  have  bad  occasion  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  a  case,  in 
which  II  seaman  described  in  a  certificate,  granted 
by  a  collector  in  the  United  States,  to  be  an  Amer- 
ican seaman  and  citizen,  has  since  been  proved  to 
be  a  native  of  North  Britain,  and  to  have  gone  to 
America,  for  the  first  time,  no  longer  ago  than  in 
the  month  of  July,  1794. 

I  am  further  under  the  necessity  of  remarking, 
that  both  the  laws  in  question  ana  the  President's 
instructions  include  some  cases(particularly  with 
regard  to  the  subjectsof  other  Powers  settling  with- 
in the  United  Slates)  to  the  principies  of  which 
■his  Oovernment  canoot  accede,  tio  British  sub- 
ject can,  by  such  a  farm  of  renunciation  as  that 
which  is  prescribed  in  the  American  law  of  natu- 
ralization,divest  himself  of  his  allegiance  to  hissov- 
eteign.  Such  a  declaration  of  renuuciation,  made 
by  any  of  the  King's  subjects,  would,  inslead  of 


operating  as  a  proleclion  to  them,  be  considered  a^ 
an  act  highly  criminal  on  their  part  j  and,  as  inihe 
proposed  certificates  thereis no  specification  whicb 
can  show  what  are  the  grounds  of  the  proteclion 
claimed,  it  cannot  be  known  whether,  even  sup- 
posing all  the  facts  unquestionably  true,  the  per- 
son Id  whom  it  was  granted  may  not  still  be  t 
British  subject,  liable,  as  such,  to  be  called  upon  lo 
serve  his  country,  and  iocapahle  of  receiving  pro- 
lection  from  any  foreign  State,  i  have  bitbartu 
reasoned  on  these  provisions  as  applicable  to  the 
certificates  granted  by  collectors  in  the  United 
Slates ;  but  ii  cannot  escape  your  penetralion  and 
judgment,  thai  every  one  of  the  oojections  before 
slated  apply  with  atldilioDal  force  to  ibe  propustl 
of  certificates  to  be  granted  by  the  Consuls  of  the 
United  Slates  resident  in  Europe,  who  can  hard- 
ly besupposcd,iaaoysingleinsiance,to  possess  the 
meann  of  investigating  or  ascerlainii^  any  one  dis- 
puted point.  And  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how 
any  such  Consul,  if  desirous  of  acting  honestly  in 
discharge  of  a  duly  of  such  high  importance,  could 
saiisfv  His  own  conscience  as  to  tbe  grounds  oD 
whicfi  be  is  lo  affirm  and  to  certify  to  otbets  a 
matter  of  fact,  respecting  which  he  can  have  so 
little  cause  or  means  of  knowledge. 

With  respect  to  tbe  practice  which  may  have 
been  adoptea  by  the  Consuls  of  the  foreign  Paveis 
residing  in  His  Majesty's  dominions,  ol  graniiug 
such  certificates  to  individuals  of  their  re.'peclire 
nations,  you,  sir,  must  be  sensible  chat  the  circum- 
stance of  language  alone,  independent  of  many 
other  means  of  knowledge  whicn  do  not  exist  as 
wilh  respect  to  America,  are,  in  a  very  great  degree, 
if  not  woolly,  sufficient  to  guard  a^inst  deceptiou 
in  those  cases :  but  in  regard  to  British  seamen, 
and  those  of  the  United  Slates,  the  similarity  of 
language,  manners,  and  habiis,  and  the  undeDii- 
b!y  large  proportion  of  the  American  navigation 
woich  is  carried  on  by  British  sailors,  must,  as  I 
have  already  mentioned,  present  such  difficulties 
as  to  render  il  impossible ior  such  a  trusl  tobecor- 

tly  exercised  lo  the  satisfaction  of  either  Gar- 


For  the  reasons  which  I  have  here  stated,  tbe 
force  of  which  I  am  confident  no  candid  mind  can 
dispute.  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  declining,  OD 
the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  to  accede 
lo  ihe  propositions  coniained  in  your  leiicr.  If 
any  other  proposals  can  be  made  less  liable  to  ob- 
ieclion,  they  will  be  considered  with  candor  and 
liberaiiiy.  It  is  not  expected  that,  on  so  difficult 
and  delicate  a  busines^  arraogments  can  at  oncebe 
brought  forward  wholly  free  from  all  obiectioDS, 
or  such  as  lo  supersede  tbe  necessity  of  frequent 
revisal.  improvement,  and  addition,  in  order  W 
meet  the  dlBerent  means  of  evasion  thai  may  be 
resorted  lo;  bul  il  is  certainly  not  too  much  totsk 
thai  the  rules  adopted  in  the  first  instance  shall  it 
least  afford  some  security  against  the  most  exten- 
sive and  ihe  most  dangerous  consequences  to  lie 
maritime  power  and  safety  of  Qreat  Britain.  In 
tbe  course  of  what  I  have  said  in  this  leiiei,  I  have 
adverted  lo  two  very  material  defecis  in  the  pres- 
ent system,  both  which  might,  as  I  think,  be  rem- 
edied by  the  Legislature  of  the  United  States. 
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TbclirsI  is  the  want  of  adequate  penallies  to  ea-  I  If  Great  Britain  reau ires  theacquiesceoceof  for- 
Tone,  Id  all  tbe  parties  concerned,  tbe  strictest  at-  ei^n  uaiioos  in  this  law,  so  far  as  regards  the  re- 
tention to  prerent  frauds  in  applying  for  and  grant- 1  quisitioooflier  subjects  married  and  settled  abroad, 
iig  these  certificates  ;  the  second  is  tbe  inserting,  ,  or  Toluniarily  engaged  in  foreign  service,  is  she 
Ib  the  body  of  the  certificate,  tbe  nature  and  par-  I  not  boand,  in  like  maDner  to  observe  it  herself,  in 
licalarsof  the  proof  on  which  it  isgranted.  I  am  \  respect  to  the  subjects  uf  foreign  Powers,  under 
fu  rroro  Ihinkmg  that,  even  with  these  additions,  i  similar  circumstances,  in  her  service,  or  within 
the  system  would  still  be  such  as  could  admit  of,  her  dominions?     If  to  the  demand  of  a  foreigner 


itie  adoption  of  your  proposal ;  but  I  have  mea- 
OODed  these  as  improvements  which  have  oceur- 
nd  to  me.  It  is  probable  that  your  own  know- 
ledge of  the  subject  may  enable  yon  to  suggest 
oltiers,  or  that  there  may  occur  to  the  Gtovern- 
meoiof  the  United  Slates  means  of  removing  or 
ioseniug  the  objections  here  stated. 

In  ibe  mean  time,  you  may  be  assured  that  those 
luililies  will  be  continued  to  you  which  you  have 
hiihettD  eipfrienced,  in  all  your  applications  to 
His  Majesty's  Government,  (or  the  reh  " ' 
"'mllegeo  to  be  American    '"' 


tray  representation  fromf  c 
be inresligated  with  the  u 
>iih  ihose  friendly  dispos 
ud  (fleet  of  which  I  can 
10  yout  own  experience  sii 
tbii  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
tiDmble  servant, 


i  and  (hat 
I  that  subject  will 
>sl  promptitude,  and 
ns,  for  tne  sincerity 
h  confidence  appral 
yoQ  have  resided  ' 


Gbbat  Cumberland  Place, 

Nmemier  30th,  1796. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  letter 
iddressed  to  John  Maxwell  from  his  wife,  which 
roui  lordship  some  time  since  transmitted  to  me, 
ucoDtainingeTidenceof  improper  conduct  on  the 

Crtorihe  American  Consulat  Bristol.  I  Kent  this 
'erto  Mr.  Vanderhorst,  the  Consul  referred  to, 
■ilk  I  request  that  he  would  furnish  such  expla- 
ulioQs  relative  to  this  case  as  should  be  in  his 
power.  Prom  the  communications  I  have  receiv- 
ed from  Mr,  Vanderhorst,  extracts  from  which  I 
tale  the  liberty  to  enclose  for  your  lordship's  in for- 
nutioD,  I  Batter  myself  that  it  will  appear  that  the 
"nil rotable  inferences  which  have  been  drawn 
Tram  this  letter,  respecting  tbe  conduct  of  Mr, 
Vanderhorst,  are  not  well  founded. 

Id  your  lor<lship's  letter  of  the  21st  of  Septem- 
IWjia  answer  to  my  application  for  the  discnarge 
i(  Maiwell,  an  American  citizen,  impressed  and 
detained  on  board  His  Majesty's  ship  Sandwich, 
the  reajoQ  assigned  against  his  discharge  is  "  that 
Uis  married  and  settled  at  Bristol ; "  and  I  under- 
sUod  that  the  orders  of  tbe  Lords  Commissioners 
^ihe  Admirality  for  the  discharge  ol  American 
ieamen  nsually  contain  a  proviso,  that  the  dis- 
thatgeisnoi  tooperaie  in  favor  of  any  person  who 
haj  eaiered  on  board  any  of  His  IMajesty's  ships  or 
who  is  married  or  settled  within  any  of  HisMaj- 
f^'r'i  doininions.  Without  admitting  or  contest- 
ing. CQ  this  occasion,  the  rule  of  English  law, 
'Dai  a  subject  cannot  divest  himself  of  bis  natural 
illegiance,  I  take  the  liberty  to  request  your  lord- 


,  by  the  nation  to  which  be  belongs. 
Great  Britain  answers  that  such  foreigner  cannot 
be  delivered,  hecau.''e  he  has  voluntarily  engaged 
to  serve  His  ft^'esty,  or  is  married,  ot  settled  with- 
in His  Majesl^s  dominionSj  is  she  not  bound  by 
her  own  principles  to  admit  the  validity  of  the 
same  answer  from  such  foreig;n  nation,  when  she 
requires  the  surrender  of  British  subjects  found  in 
a  similar  predicament  in  the  service  or  within  the 
territory  of  such  foreign  nation?  Justice,  which 
is  always  impartial,  furnishes  tbe  proper  answer 
to  these  questions. 

Admitting,  then,  that  the  voluntary  contract  of 
an  American  citizen  to  serve  on  board  a  British 
ship,  or  the  marria^  or  settlement  of  such  citi- 
zen within  His  Majesty's  dominions,  is  the  found- 
ation of  a  right  in  His  Majesty's  Government  to 
refuse  therequisitionof  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica that  such  citizen  should  be  discharged  from 
His  Majesty's  service,  do  we  not  thereby  establish 
a  principle  that  at  once  condemns  and  puts  an 
end  to  the  practice  of  His  Majesty's  naval  officers, 
in  entering  American  ships  in  search  of,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  impressing  British  seamen,  since 
all  seamen  found  on  boara  such  ships  are  there  of 
choice,  and  by  voluntary  contract,  to  serve  in  the 
Amencan  employ  1 

But  if  neither  of  these  circnmsiances  can  be 
considered  as  justly  giving  a  ri^hl  lo  His  Majes- 
ty's Government  to  refuse  the  discharge  of  Amer- 
ican citizens,  does  it  not  result  that  the  usual  pro- 
viso connected  with  the  orders  for  the  diitcbarge 
of  such  citizens,  and  whieb  is  assigned  as  a  reason 
agaioai  the  discharge  of  John  Maxwell,  is  with- 
out any  just  foundation,  and  conseouenily  operatM 
to  the  disadvantage  and  injury  of  the  Americto 
citizen^? 

With  the  highest  consideration  and  esteein,  I 
have  tbe  honor  to  he,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  obe- 
dient and  very  humble  servant, 

RUFUS  KING. 


[Coramnnicalwl  to  Congrea,  April  8, 1798.] 
Gtntlemtn  of  the  Senate,  and 

Geatkmai  of  the  Houee  of  S^raenlativet  •■ 

In  compliance  with  tbe  request  of  the  House  of 

Representatives,  expressed  in  ttieir  resolution  of 

the  second  of  this  month,  I  transmit,  lo  both 

those  instructions  to,  and  desj>alches  from, 

the  Envoys  Extraordinary  of  the  United  States  to 

,|      --, ,  ,-  .-, J  —. ,  the  French  Republic,  which  were  mentioned  in 

■hipsaiiention  to  the  diversity  afpraclice,somuch  my  message  of  the  19tb  of  March  last,  omitting 
1°  ibe  disadvantage  of  tbe  American  citizens,  that  only  some  names,  and  a  few  expressions,  descrip- 
Freiails  in  tbe  application  of  this  rule.  j  ijve  of  the  persons. 
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I  request  that  they  may  be  cooMdetetl  in  confi- 
dence. DDtil  the  members  of  Congress  are  fully 
possessed  of  their  coQients,  and  shall  hare  had  op- 
poittitiiiy  todeliberateoD  thecODsequeDcesof  then 
publicBiioo;  after  which  lime  I  subinit  ihem  to 
your  viiadpm. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
Umited  SriTBs,  April  3,  1798. 

Letlen  of  Credence  fin   MeMti.  Knckney,  Minhall, 

•nd  Genj,  Enmji  to  Frwiea. 

Akn  Adamt,  Praidertl  of  the  VniteAStata  of  Amer- 

tea,  to  tht   Exeaitivt  Dtreetiity  oftht  French  Re- 

CiTiZBNS  DiBEOTOaa:  Desirous  of  termiDaCinK 
all  differences  between  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica and  the  French  Republic,  and  of  restoring 
thai  harmony  and  good  understanding,  and  ibat 
commercial  and  friendly  iotercourse,  which,  from 
the  conuaeneement  of  tbeir  political  co 
until  lately,  hare  so  happily  subsisted;  I  have 
nominated,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice 
sent  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  appointed 
Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney,  John  MHrshall, 
and  Elbridge  Qerry,  dbiinguished  citizens  of  these 
States,  jointly  and  severally,  Enroys  Extraordi- 
nary and  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  the  French 
Republic,  for  the  purp<Me  of  accomplishing  the 
greatobjects  above  mentioned:  Wherefore,  fpray 
you.  Citizens  Directors,  to  give  full  credence  " 
what  they,  and  each  of  them,  shall  say  to  you 
these  respects,  in  behalf  of  the  Uaited  States,  and 
also  when  they  shall  assure  you  of  the  sincerity 
of  our  wishes  for  the  welfare  of  ihe  French  Ke- 

Qiren  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  at  Philadel- 
,  phia,  the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
1797,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  Unit  ' 
States  the  twenty-second. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
By  the  President  of  the  United  States : 
T.  PicuHiNO,  Sei^y  ofStaU. 


Full  powoTB  to  HsMn.  Piuekncy,  Minhtll,  and  Gcny 

Envoji  to  France. 
JUn  Adam*,  Praideat  of  the  United  State*  of  Amtr- 
ieo,  to  all  tahon   thne  praent*  ihalt 


Know  ye,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  termini  „ 
all  differences  between  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica and  the  French  Republic,  and  of  restoring 
and  confirming  perfect  harmony  and  good  under- 
alanding,  and  re-establisbing  a  commercial  and 
friendly  intercourse  between  them,  and  reposing 
especial  trust  and  confidence  in  the  integrity,  pru- 
dence, and  abilities,  of  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinck- 
ney, John  Marshall,  and  Elbridge  Qerry,  citizens 
of  the  United  Statet,  I  hare  nominated,  and,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  oftbe  Senate, 
appointed  the  said  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney. 
John  Marshall,  and  Glbridge  Qerry,  jointly  ana 
■eTerally,  Envoy*  Extraorainaty  and  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to  the  French 


Republic,  hereby  giviag  and  granting  lo  thna 
and  any  and  each  of  them,  fiHl  power  and  >»- 
thority,  and  alto  a  general  and  special  commud, 
for,  and  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  to  oieel 
and  confer  with  the  Ministers.  CammissionuviH 
Depuiies.  of  the  French  Republic,  being  furoitM 
with  the  like  full  powers,  whether  sepanidr,i>i 
jointly,  and  with  them  to  treat,  consult,  and  nego- 
tiate, of  and  eoDcerni^  all  claims,  and  ill  mil- 
ters and  causes  of  diSerence,  subsisting  beiweti 
the  United  States  and  the  French  Republic,  {« 
the  purpose  of  satisfying  and  lerminatinE  ihfBmt 
in  a  just  and  equitable  manner;  and  alio  of  and 
concerning  the  general  commerce  betwees  ilu 
United  Slates  and  France,  and  all  other  llie  do- 
minions of  the  French  Republic :  and  lo  coodidt 
and  sign  a  treaty  or  treaties.,  conveniioo  or  «»■ 
ventions,  touching  the  premises;  transmitiing iht 
same  to  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  fot  hii 
final  ratification,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  of  «he  United  States,  irsueb 
advice  and  coaeent  shall  be  gtvea. 

In  testimony  whereof,  1  hare  caused  the  snI 
of  the  United  Slates  to  be  hereunto  affiird. 
Qiven  under  □>yhand,at  the  city  ofPliila. 
delphia,  the  twenty-second  day  of  Junt,ii 
tbe  year  of  our  Lord  one  ihousaud  ktci 
hundred  and  ninety-seven,  and  of  iheiodt- 
pendence  of  the  United  States  of  Americi 
the  twenty-first. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
By  the  President  of  the  United  Slates: 
T.  VKXXRma,  Sec^ry  of  State. 


Unilad  States  of  America  to  the  French  B 

Depabtiient  of  State,  July  15, 1797. 

Qentlemen:  It  is  known  to  you,  that  tbe  peoplr 
of  the  United  States  of  America  enteriaincd  i 
warm  and  sincere  afiection  for  the  people  or  Fiance. 
ever  since  their  arms  were  united  in  the  war  li'b 
Qreat  Britain,  which  ended  in  the  full  and  formal 
acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  that 
States.  It  is  known  to  you  that  this  iStc- 
tion  was  ardent,  when  the  French  deIR<Ili^ 
vA  to  reform  their  Qoveroment,  and  eitsUi!^ 
it  on  the  basis  of  liberty ;  that  liberty  m  »luc| 
the  people  of  the  United  State*  were  bora,  i>u 
which,  in  the  conclusion  of  the  war  above  ma- 
tioned,  was  finally  and  firmly  secured.  It  !> 
known  lo  yon  that  this  affection  rose  to  enihiui- 
asm,  when  the  war  was  kindled  between  Frawt 
and  the  Powers  of  Europe,  which  were  eombioed 
against  her  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  restotiM 
the  monarchy;  and  everywhere  vows  were  btaid 
for  the  success  of  ihe  French  arms.  Yet,  dunaj 
this  period,  France  expressed  no  wish  tbit  * 
United  States  should  depart  from  their  neutrili"' 
And  while  no  duty  required  us  to  enter  inioiK 
war,  and  our  best  interests  urged  us  to  remiu  " 
peace,  the  Qovemment  determined  to  take  *W» 
tral  suti<»i :  which  being  taken,  the  duties  of  u 
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Jlelatioru  vith  /Vance. 


ing. 

to  our  eitixens  the  nature 

eoDsequeuces  of  their  violaiiun. 

The  MiDisterof  France,  Mt.  Genet,  who 
•boui  this  lime,  by  his  public  declaratioi 
firmed  the  idea  that  France  did  ooi  desii 
quil  the  ground  we  had  taken.  His  mi 
howerer,  were  calculated  to  desiro;  our  neutrality 
and  to  drnw  os  into  the  war. 

The  H-inciples  of  the  proelamation  of  neairality, 
fonoded  on  tne  law  of  nations,  which  is  the  law 
of  the  land,  were  al'terwardi  recognised  by  the 
National  L^islaluie,  and  the  otnervance  of  ibem 
enforced  by  specific  penalties  in  the  act  of  Con- 
greiSj  passed  the  5lh  of  June,  1794.  By  iheK 
priDCiples  and  laws  the  acts  of  the  Eiecutire,  and 
tJie  decisions  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States 
were  regulated. 

A  GoTernmeni,  thus  fair  and  upright  in  its  prin- 
ciples,aDd  just  and  impartial  in  its  conduct,  might 
bare  confioenlly  hopM  to  be  secure  agaiDstlor- 
mal  official  censure;  but  the  United  States  have 
not  been  so  fortunate.  The  acts  of  their  Govern- 
meai  in  its  various  branches,  though  pure  in 
principle  and  impaTlial  in  operation,  and  conform- 
able to  their  iodispensable  rights  of  sovereignty, 
have  been  assigned  as  the  cause  of  the  offensive 
and  injurious  measures  of  the  French  Republic. 
For  proofs  of  the  former,  all  the  acts  of  the  Gov- 
ernment maybe  Tonchej;  while  the  aspersions 
M  freely  uttered  by  the  French  Ministers  the  re- 
fusal to  hear  the  Ministers  of  the  United  Slates 
■pecially  charf^dto  enter  on  amicable  discussions 
on  all  the  topics  of  complaint,  the  decrees  of  the 
Eiecutive  Directory  and  of  their  agents,  the  dep- 
tcdaiioDs  on  our  coiunerce,  and  the  violence: 

Tiinst  the  persons  of  our  citizena,  are  evidences 
the  latter.  These  injurie*  and  depredations 
will  eonstilate  an  important  subject  of  your  diS' 
cussions  with  the  Qorernment  ofthe  French  Re- 
public; and  for  all  these  wrongs  you  will  seek 

In  respect  to  the  depredations  on  our  commerce, 
the  principal  object*  will  be,  to  agree  on  an 
hie  mode  of  examiniog  and  deciding  the 
of  our  citizens,  and  the  manner  and  periods  of 
making  them  compensation.  As  to  the  first,  thi 
7th  atttele  of  the  British,  and  the  21st  of  th< 
Spanish  Treaty,  present  approved  precedents  to  be 
adopted  with  PranCti.  Tne  prop<Med  roodeof  ad- 
justing those  q^aims,  by  Commissioners  appointed 
00  each  side,  is  so  perfectly  fait,  we  cannot  im- 
agine that  it  will  be  refused.  But  when  iheclaims 
are  adjusted,  if  payment  iu  specie  cannot  be  ob- 
tained, it  may  be  found  necessary  to  agree,  in  be- 
half of  our  citizens,  that  they  shall  accept  pubtic 
■ecnrities,  pavabte  with  interest  at  such  periods  ai 
the  state  of  the  French  finances  shall  render  prac- 
ticable. These  periods  you  will  endeavor  as  fai 
■■  possible  to  shorten. 

Not  only  the  recent  depredations,  under  color 
of  the  decrees  of  the  Directory  of  the  8d  of  July, 
1796,  and  the  3d  of  March,  1797,  or  under  the  de- 
crees of  their  acents,  or  the  illegal  sentences  of 
their  tribunals,  but  all  prior  ones,  not  already 


satisfactorily  adjusted,  should  be  put  in  this  equi- 
table train  of  settlement.  To  cancel  many  or  all 
of  the  last  mentioned  claims,  might  be  ibe  effect 
of  the  decree  of  the  Executive  Difeclory  of  the 
2d  of  March  last,  revi  ving  the  decree  of  the  9th  of 
May,  1793;  but  this  being  an  ex  jxat  facto  regula- 
tion, as  well  as  a  violation  of  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  France,  cannot  be  obliga- 
tory on  the  former.  Indeed,  the  greater  pari,  pro- 
bably nearly  alt,  the  captures  and  conQscaiioos  in 
question  have  been  committed  in  direct  violation 
of  that  treaty  or  of  the  law  of  nations.  But  the 
injuries  arismr  from  the  capture  of  enemies'  pro- 
perty, in  vessels  ofthe  United  States,  may  not  be 
very  extensive;  and  if  for  such  captured  property 
the  French  Government  will,  agreeably  to  the 
law  of  nations,  pay  the  freight  and  reasonable  de- 
murrage, wr  shall  not,  on  this  account,  any  furiliei 
eootend.  But  of  ship  timber  and  naviil  stores 
taken  and  confiscated  by  the  French,  they  ought 

pav  the  full  value;  because  our  citizens  coO' 

uea  their  traffic  in  those  articles,  under  the 
faiih  of  thri  treaty  with  France.  On  these  two 
points  we  ought  to  expect  that  the  French  Gov- 
^nl  will  not  refuse  to  do  us  justice:  and  the 
,  because  it  has  not,  at  any  period  of  the  war, 
expressed  its  desire  that  the  commercial  treaty 
ihould  in  these  respects  be  altered. 

Besides  the  claims  of  our  citizens  for  depreda- 
:ions  on  their  property,  there  are  many  athiing 
from  express  contracts  made  with  the  French 
Government  or  its  agents,  or  founded  on  the  seiz- 
ure of  ibeir  properly  in  French  ports.  Other 
claims  have  arisen  from  the  long  detention  of  a 
multitude  of  our  vesseli  in  the  ports  of  France. 
The  wrong  hereby  done  to  our  citizens  was  ac- 
knowledged by  the  French  Government,  and,  in 
some,  pprhaps  in  most,  of  the  cases,  small  pay- 
ments towards  indemnifications  have  been  made: 
the  residue  still  remains  to  be  claimed. 

All  these  just  demands  of  our  citizens  will 
merit  your  attention.  The  best  possible  means  of 
compensation  must  be  attempted.  These  wilt  de- 
pend on  what  you  shall  discover  to  be  practicable 
m  relation  to  the  French  finaoces.  But  an  ex- 
ception must  be  made  in  respect  lo  debts  due  to 
our  citizens  by  the  contracts  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment and  Its  agents,  if  they  are  comprehended 
inanystipulation;  and  an  option  reserved  to  them, 
jointly  or  individually,  either  to  accept  the  meana 
of  payment  which  yon  shall  stipulate,  or  resort  to 
the  French  Government,  directly,  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  its  contracts. 

Although  the  reparation  for  losses  sustained  by 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence 
of  irregular  or  illegal  captures  or  condemnations, 
or  forcible  seizures  or  detentions,  is  of  very  high 
imporlanee,  and  is  to  be  pressed  with  the  greatest 
earnestness,  yet  it  is  not  to  be  insisted  on  as  an 
indispensable  condition  ofthe  proposed  treaty. 

You  are  not,  however,  to  renounce  these  claim* 
of  our  citizens,  nor  to  stipulate  that  they  may  be 
assumed  by  the  United  States  as  wloan  to  the 
French  Government. 

In  respect  to  the  alteraiioas  of  the  commercial 
treaty  with  Prance,  in  the  two  cases  which  hare 
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been  principal  subjects  of  complaint  on  her  part, 
*iz:  enemies'  property  to  neuiral  ships,  and  the 
articles  comraband  of  war;'  although  France  can 
ba7e  no  right  to  claim  Ibe  aanulliog  of  stipula- 
tions at  the  moment  when,  by  both  patties,  they 
were  origLnaily  intended  to  operate:  yet,  if  the 
French  Government  press  for  altera tion3,thePtesi- 
deol  bas  no  difficulty  in  substituting  the  principles 
of  the  law  of  nations,  as  statied  in  the  17tb  and 
IStb  articles  of  our  commercial  treaty  with  Great 
Britain,  to  those  of  the  23d  and  34ih  articles  of 
our  cotntoercial  treaty  with  France  ;  and,  in  re- 
spect to  prorisioDs  and  other  articles  not  usually 
deemed  contrabaud,  you  are  to  agree  only  on  a 
tetaporary  compromise-  like  that  in  the  18th  arti- 
cle of  the  British  Treaty,  and  of  the  same  duration. 
If,  howcTer,  in  order  to  satisfy  France,  now  the  it 
at  war,  we  change  the  two  important  articles  be- 
fore mentioned,  ttien  the  14th  article  of  the  French 
Treaty,  which  subjects  the  property  of  the  neuiral 
nation  found  onboard  enemies'  ships  to  capture 
and  cbndemaatioQ,  must  of  course  be  abolished. 

We  have  witnessed  so  many  erroneous  con- 
structions of  the  treaty  with  France,  eren  in  its 
plainest  ))arts,  it  will  be  necessary  to  examine 
every  article  critically,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
renting,  as  far  as  human  wisdom  can  prevent,  all 
future  misioterpietations.  The  kind  of  docn- 
ments  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  neutral 
Tessels  should  be  enumerated  and  minutely  de- 
scribed; the  leases  in  which  a  sea-tetter  should  be  1 
required  may  be  specified;  the  want  of  a  sea-letter 
should  not  of  itself  be  a  cause  of  conflation, 
where  other  reasonable  proof  of  property  is  pro- 
dnced;  and,  where  such  proof  is  furnished,  the 
want  of  a  sea-letter  should  go  no  further  than  to 
save  the  captor  from  damages  for  detaining  and 
bringing  in  the  neutral  vessel.  The  proportion  of 
the  vessel's  crew  which  may  be  foreiguers  should 
be  agreed  on.  Perhaps  it  will  be  expedient  ro  in- 
troduce divers  other  regulations  conformably  to 
the  marine  laws  of  France.  Whenever  these  are 
to  operate  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
OUT  safety  requires  that,  as  far  as  possible,  they  he 
fixed  by  treaty.  And  it  will  be  desired  to  stipu- 
late agaiDsl  any  e^  pott  facto  law  or  regulation, 
under  any  pretence  whatever. 

Great  Britain  has  often  claimed  a  right,  and 
practised  upon  it,  to  prohibit  neutral  nations  car- 
rying on  a  commerce  with  her  enemies  which 
had  not  been  allowed  in  time  of  peace.  On  this 
bead,  it  will  be  desirable  to  come  to  an  explicit 
understand  ing  with  France,  and,  if  possible,  to 
obviate  the  claim  by  an  express  stipulation. 

Buch  extensive  depredations  have  been  com- 
mitted on  the  commerce  ofneutrals,  and  especially 
of  the  United  Stales,  by  the  citizens  of  France, 
under  pretence  that  her  enemies  (particularly 
Great  Britaiu)  have  done  the  same  things,  it  will 
be  desirable  to  have  it  explicitly  stipulated  that 
the  conduct  of  an  enemy  towards  the  neutral 
Pon-er,  shaU  not  authorize  or  excuse  the  other 
belligerent  Power  in  any  departure  from  the  law 
of  nations  or  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty;  espe- 
cially that  the  vessels  of  the  neutral  nation  shall 
never  be  captnred  or  detained,  or  iheir  property  ; 


confiscated  or  injured,  because  bound  to  oifram 
an  enemy's  port,  except  the  case  of  a  blacludcd 
port,  the  entering  into  which  may  be  preveaied 
according  to  the  known  rule  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions. And  it  may  be  expedient  to  define  a  block- 
aded place  or  port  to  be  one  actually  invested  by 
land  or  naval  forces,  or  both,  and  that  no  detitaa- 
lion  of  a  blockade  shall  have  any  effect  without 
such  actual  investment.  And  no  commercul 
right  whatever  should  be  abandoned  which  it  se- 
cured to  neutral  Powers  by  the  EuropeaD  U«  «f 


urally  been  first  brought  into  v 


ittlu 


propriety  of  revising  all  our  treaties  with  F 
In  such  revision,  the  first  object  that  will  aiinci 
your  attention  is  the  reciprocal  guaraaiy,  in  ih< 
11th  article  of  the  treaty  ofalliance.  Thiseuaraiit; 
we  are  perfectly  willing  to  renounce.  The  guar- 
anty by  France  of  the  liberty,  sovereignty,  sod 
independence  of  ibe  United  Slates,  will  add  Dodi- 
ingio  our  security;  while,  on  the  contrary  out 
guaranty  of  the  possessions  of  France  in  Americi 
will  perpetually  expose  ns  to  the  risk  and  expeiue 
of  war,  or  to  disputes  and  questions  concemiig 
our  national  faith. 

When  Mr.  Genet  was  sent  as  the  Minister  of 
the  French  Republic  to  the  United  States,  iu  $ii- 
ualion  was  embarrassed,  and  the  success  of  it^ 
measures  problematical.  lu  such  circumitances, 
it  was  natural  that  France  should  turn  her  efe  m 
the  mutual  guaranty ;  and,  accordingly,  it  wv 
required,  in  Mr.  Genet's  insirnctions,  to  be  ''in 
essential  clause  in  the  new  treaty,"  which  he  m 
to  propose,  and  on  the  ground  "  that  it  nearly  cas- 
cerned  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  FreDcb 
nation,  that  a  people  whose  resources  iucreiK 
beyona  all  calculation,  and  whom  nature  hu 
placed  so  near  their  ricn  colonies,  should  become 
interested,  by  their  own  engagements,  in  lhe}l^^ 
servalion  of  those  islands."  But,  at  this  iiiH: 
France,  powerful  by  her  victories,  and  secure  io 
her  triumphs,  may  less  regard  the  reci^iroctl 
guaranty,  with  the  United  States,  and  be  willing 
to  relinquish  it.  As  a  substitute  for  the  recipro- 
cal guaiauiy  and  renunciation  of  the  same  terri- 
tories and  possessions  that  were  subjects  of  tbt 
guaranty  and  renunciation  in  the6th  and  Ulbit- 
ii:lesof  the  treaty  of  alliance.  Sucharenuncii- 
tion  on  our  part  would  obviate  the  reason  assigned 
in  the  instruction  to  Mr.  Genet  before  cited,  of 
future  daiu[er  from  the  rapidly  growing  paver  of 
the  United  States.  But  if  France  insists  on  ik' 
mutual  guaranty,  it  will  be  necessary  to  aimU 
some  modification  of  it, 

The  existing  engagement  is  of  that  kind  whick 
by  writers  on  the  law  of  nations,  is  called  ag«- 
eral  guaranty ;  of  course  the  catut  faderii  cu 
never  occur  except  in  a  defensive  war.  The  al- 
lure of  this  obligation  is  understood  to  be  ihiL 
when  a  war  really  and  truly  defensive  exists,  tit 
engaging  nation  is  bound  to  furnish  an  eSecluu 
and  adequatedefence,in  co-operation  with  the  Pow- 
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er  KUcked :  whence  it  follows  that  the  Dalioo  may 
be  required,  in  some  citcumstances,  lo  bring  for- 
ward its  whole  force.  The  nature  and  extent  of 
the  succors  demaDdable  not  being  asoeriained, 
engagements  of  this  kind  are  dan^rous  on  ac- 
count of  their  uncertainty.  There  is  always  haz- 
ard of  doing  loo  much  ortoo  little,  end,  of  course, 
ia  being  inrolved  in  ioToluntary  rapture. 

Specific  eiiceors  have  the  adrantage  of  cer- 
laioiy,  and  are  less  liable  to  occasion  war.  On 
the  other  hand,  a  general  guaranty  allows  a  laii- 
lude  for  the  exercise  of  jQdgment  and  discretion. 
On  the  part  of  the  United  States,  instead  of 
troops  or  ships  of  war,  it  will  be  convenieDt  to 
stipulate  for  a  moderate  sum  of  money,  or  quan- 
tity of  proTisions,  at  the  option  of  France ;  the 
C visions  lo  be  delivered  at  our  own  ports  in  any 
ire  defensive  wart.  The  sum  of  money,  or  its 
value  in  prortsions,  ought  not  to  exceed  two  hun- 
dred thoDsand  dollars  a  year,  during  any  such 
wars.  The  reciprocal  stipulation  on  the  part  of 
France  may  be  to  furnish  annually  the  like  sum 
of  money.or  an  equivalent  in  military  storei  and 
cloihiog  for  troops,  at  the  option  of  the  United 
Stales,  to  be  delivered  in  the  porta  of  France. 

Particular  caution,  however,  must  be  used  in 
discussing  this  subject,  not  to  admit  any  claims 
DD  the  gronnd  of  the  guaraniv,  in  relation  to  the 
eiisling  war;  as  we  do  not  allow  that  the  catuf 
faderu  applies  to  it.  And  if  the  war  should  con- 
linue  after  your  arrival  in  France,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  the  guaranty  should  not  be  mentioned  on 
her  part,  you  may  yourselves  he  silent  on  the  aub^ 
ject,  if  you  deem  it  most  prudent. 

It  will  be  proper  here  to  notice  such  articles  of 
the  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commeice  between  the 
United  Sutes  and  Fiance,  as  have  been  differentlv 
construed  by  the  two  Oovernments,  or  which  it 
my  be  expedient  to  amend  or  explain. 

Abt.  II.  The  aseent  of  the  United  States,  in 
iheir  treaty  wilh  Great  Britain,  to  the  doctrine  of 
the  law  of  nations  respecting  enemies'  property 
io  neutral  ships,  and  ship  limner  and  naval  stores, 
aiid,  in  some  cases,  provisions,  as  contraband  of 
war,  the  French  Qovernment  has  chosen  to  con- 
sider as  a  voluntary  grant  of  favors,  in  respect  to 
commerce  and  navigation,  to  Qreai  Britain,  and 
tbat,  consequently,  the  same  favors  have  become 
common  to  Frsnce.  This  construction  is  so  for- 
eign from  our  ideas  of  the  meaning  and  design  of 
■bis  anicle,  it  shows  the  necessity  of  reviewing 
all  the  articles,  and  however  clear  they  may  ap- 
pear, of  attempting  to  obviate  future  misconstiuc- 
tions,  by  declaratory  explanations  or  a  change  of 
terms. 

Abt.  V.  France  has  repeatedly  contended  that 
the  impocition  of  fifty  per  cent,  per  (on,  on  French 
vessels  arriving  in  the  United  States,  ia  contrary 
to  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty.  The  arguments 
ID  su|q)ort  of  this  pretension  are  unknown  ;  but  it 
is  presumed  to  be  unfounded.  The  reciprocal 
rights  of  laying  "  duties  or  imposts  of  what  na- 
ture soever^"  equal  to  those  imposed  on  the  moat 
favored  nations,  and  without  any  other  restrictions, 
seems  to  be  clearly  settled  by  the  3d  and  4th  arti- 
cles. The  5th  arlicie  appears  to  have  bcui  in- 
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tended  merely  to  define  or  qualify  the  rights  oi 
American  vessels  in  France.  It  is,  however,  desi- 
rable thai  the  question  be  understood,  and  all  doubt 
concerning  it  removed.  But  the  introduction  of 
a  principle  of  discrimination  between  the  vessels 
ofdiSerent  foreign  nations,  and  in  derogation 
of  the  powers  of  Congress  to  raise  revenue  by 
uniform  duties  on  any  obiecia  whatever,  cannot 
be  hazarded.  Thd  natural  ixation  of  French  Tea- 
sels wilt,  of  course,  be  considered  as  inadmissi- 
ble. 

Art.  VIII.  The  stipulation  of  doing  ns  good 
offices,  to  secure  peace  to  the  United  States  with 
the  Barbary  Powers,  has  never  yet  procured  us 
anyadvantage.  If,  therefore,  ihe  French  Govern- 
ment lays  anv  stress  on  this  stipulation,  at  au- 
thorizing a  claim  for  some  other  engagement 
from  us  in  favor  of  France,  it  may  l>e  abandoned  ; 
and  especially  if  its  abrogation  can  be  ^plied  aa 
a  set-on  against  some  eiistiiig  French  claLip. 

Abt.  XlV.  If  the  alterations  already  proposed 
are  made  in  the  23d  or  24th  articles,  then  the  llib 
article,  as  before  observed,  must  be  abolished. 

Abt.  XVII.  The  construction  put  on  this  arti~ 
cle  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is 
conceived  to  be  reasonable  and  just,  and  is,  there- 
fore, 10  be  insisted  on.  The  titbunals  of  the  r»- 
spective  countries  will  consequently  be  iustifiod 
ig  taking  cognizance  of  all  captures  matte     '' 


illegal  which  are  fitted  out  in  the  country  of  the 
other  remaining  neutral ;  seeing  tu  permit  such 
arming  would  violate  the  neutral  duties  of  Ihe 
latter. 

It  will  be  expedient  to  fix  explicitly  the  recep- 
)n  to  be  given  to  public  ^hitn  of  war  of  all  na- 
.  )Ds.  The  French  Ministers  have  demanded  that 
the  public  ships  of  the  enemies  of  France,  which 
at  any  time,  and  in  any  part  of  the  world,  had 
made  prizebf  a  French  vessel,  should  be  excluded 
from  the  porta  of  the  United  States,  although 
they  brought  in  no  prize  with  them.  In  oppou- 
lion  to  ibis  demand,  we  have  contended  that  ihev 
were  lo  be  excluded  only  when  they  came  in  witli 
Frenchprizes.  And  the  kind  of  asylum  to  be  af- 
forded in  all  other  circumstances  is  described  in 
Mr.  Jefferson's  letter  to  Mr.  Hammond,  dated  th« 
~th  of  September,  1793,  in  the  following  words: 
Thus,  then,  the  public  ships  of  war  of  both  oa- 
iona  (English  and  French)  enjo^  a  perfect  equal- 
:y  in  our  votu ;  first,  in  cases  of^  urgent  neccssi- 
/ ;  second,  in  cases  of  comfort  or  convenieace ; 
and  third,  in  the  time  they  choose  to  continue.'' 
And  such  shelter  and  accommodation  are  due  to 
Ihe  public  ships  of  all  nations,  on  the  principle  of 
hospiialiiy  among  friendly  nations. 

It  will  also  be  expedient  explicitly  to  declart 
that  the  riirhi  of  asylum  stipulated  for  the  tunaad 
Tessels  of  France,  and  their  prizes,  gives  no  right 
to  make  sale  of  their  prizes. 

But  when  prize  ships  are  so  disabled  as  to  be 
incapable  of  putting  to  sea  again,  until  refitted, 
and  when  they  are  ntterly  disabled,  some  prori- 
sion  is  necessary  relative  to  their  cargoes.  Both 
cases  ocenried  Ust  year.    The  QovemDieftt  pu- 
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milted,  though  with  hesitation  and  c&utioD,  the  I 
cargoes  to  be  unloaded,  one  of  the  vessels  to  be ! 
repaired,  aod  part  of  the  prize  goods  sold  to  pay 
for  the  repairs,  and  ihe  cargo  of  the  Tessel  that 
was  found  unfit  even  to  go  to  sea  again,  was  al- 
lowed to  be  exported  as  prize  goods,  even  in  neu- 
tral bottoms.  The  doubts  od  these  occasions 
arose  from  the  24th  article  of  the  British  Treaty, 
forbidding  the  sale  of  the  prizes  of  privaleeni,  or 
the  exchanging  of  the  same  in  any  other  manner 
whatever.  But,  as  French  prizes  were  entitled  to 
an  asylum  in  our  ports,  it  was  conceived  to  be 
a  reasonable  construction  of  it,  to  allow  of  such 
proceedings  as  those  above  menlioned,  to  prevent 
the  total  Toss  of  vessels  and  cargoes.  The  25th 
article  of  th"  British  Treaty  demands  attention ;  as 
it  is  therein  stipulated  that  no  future  treaty  shall 
be  made  that  snail  be  inconsistent  with  that  or  the 
24th  article.  Another  donbt  arose,  whether  the 
British  Treaty  did  not,  in  good  faith,  require  the 
prohibiiion  of  the  sale  of  prizes  made  by  the  na- 
tional ships  of  France,  a-i  well  as  of  those  made 
br  her  privateers,  especially  seeing  our  treaty  with 
France  gave  her  no  rieht  lo  sell  any  prizes  whal- 
ever ;  hut,  upon  the  whole,  it  was  conceived  that 
the  United  Slates  having  been  allowed  the  sale 
of  such  prizes,  and  the  prohibition  in  the  34lh  ar- 
ticle or  the  treaty  being  distinctly  pointed  against 
the  sale  of  the  prizes  of  privateers,  it  was  thought 
proper  to  permit  the  former  practice  to  continue. 
until  the  Executive  should  make  and  publish  a 
prohibition  of  the  sale  of  all  prizes,  or  that  Con- 
gress should  pass  a  prohibitory  taw. 

Abt.  XXII.  If,  in  new  modelling  the  treaty 
with  France,  the  loial  prohibition  of  the  sale  of 
prizes  in  the  ports  of  the  party  remaining  neutral 
afaoutd  not  be  agreed  on,  at  least  (he  right  of  each 
Power  to  make,  at  its  pleasure,  such  prohibition, 
whether  they  are  prizes  of  national  sliips  or  pri 
Tateers,  should  be  acknowledged,  for  the  reasoi 
more  than  once  suggested— to  prevent  a  repeli 
tion  of  claims  upon  unfounded  cons  true  lion  s- 
auch  as,  under  the  present  articlcj  that  a  prohibi- 
tion to  an  enemy  of  either  party  is  a  grant  to  the 
Other  of  the  thing  forbidden. 

Abt.  XXIII  and  XXIV.  These  have  been  al- 
ready considered,  and  the  alterations  proposed 
have  been  mentioned. 

There  have  been  so  many  unjust  causes  and 
pretences  assigned  for  capturing  and  confiscating 
American  vessels,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  impossible 
to  ^unrd  against  a  repetition  of  ibem  in  any  treaty 
which  can  be  devised.  To  state  the  causes  and 
OTetences  that  have  been  already  advanced  by  the 
Qovernmcnl  of  France,  its  agents,  and  tribunals, 
at  Ihe  grounds  of  the  capture  and  condemnation 
of  American  vessels  and  cargoes,  would,  doubt- 
less, give  pain  to  any  man  of  an  ingenuous  mind, 
who  should  be  employed  on  the  part  of  France  to 
negotiate  another  treaty,  or  a  modification  of  the 
treaties  which  exist.  It  is  not  desired,  therefore, 
to  go  further  into  detail  on  these  matters  than 
•hall  be  necessary  to  guard,  by  explicit  slipuh 
tions,  against  future  misconstructions,  and  the 
mischiefs  they  will  naturally  produce. 
'  Under  pretence  that  certain  ports  were  su 


dered  loiheEnglishby  the  treachery  of  the  French 
and  Dutch  inhabitants.  Victor  Hugues  and  Lebas. 
the  special  agents  of  the  Execuiive  Directory, al 
Guadaloupe,  nave  declared  that  all  neutral  ve.<sels 
bound  to  or  from  such  ports,  shall  be  good  prize. 

Under  the  pretence  that  ihe  British  were  taking 
all  neutral  vesseU  bound  to  or  from  French  ports, 
the  French  asents  at  St.  Domingo,  (Sanihonai 
and  others^  decreed  that  all  American  vessels 
_"ish  ports  should  be  captured ;  »nd 
they  have  &\ace  declared  soch  captured  vessels  to 
'     good  prize.     The  French  Consuls  in  Spain 

re,  on  me  aame  ground,  condemned  a  number 
of  American  vessels,  merely  because  they  were 
destined  to,  or  coming  from,  an  English  port. 

Under  the  pretence  that  sea-letters  or  passports 
prescribed  by  the  commercial  treaty,  for  the  mu- 
tual advantage  of  the  merchants  and  navigiiors 
of  the  two  nations,  to  nave  their  vessels  from  de- 
tention and  other  vexations,  when  met  with  il 
sea,  by  presenting  so  clear  a  proof  of  the  property, 
are  an  indispensable  document  to  be  found  on 
board,  the  French  confiscate  American  vessels 
destitute  of  them,  even  when  they  acknowledge 
the  property  to  be  American. 

Because  horses  and  iheir  military  fiimiture, 
when  destined  lo  any  enemy's  port,  are,  by  the 
24ih  article  of  the  Commercial  Treaty,  declareJ 
contraband,  and  as  such,  by  themselres,  only  lia- 
ble lo  confiscation,  Hugues  and  Lebas  decreed  all 
neutral  vessels,  having  horsea  or  any  other  con' 
traband  goods  on  board,  should  be  good  prite; 
and   they   accordingly    condemned    vessels   sod 

The  ancient  ordinances  of  the  French  Mon- 
archs  required  a  variety  of  papers  lo  be  on  boiri 
neutral  vessels,  the  want  of  any  one  of  which  is 
made  a  cause  of  condemnation  ;  although  the 
25lh  article  of  the  Commercial  Treaty  mentions 
what  certificate  shall  accompany  the  merchmt 
Tes.-<els  and  cargoes  of  each  parly,  and  which,  by 
every  reasonable  construction,  ought  togiveibem 

It  will  therefore  be  advisable  to  guard  againsi 
abuses  by  descending  to  particulars ;  to  describe 
the  ship's  papers  which  shall  be  required,  and  to 
declare  that  the  want  of  any  other  shall  not  be 
a  cause  for  confiscation :  to  fix  the  mode  of  tnao- 
ning  vessels  as  to  the  officers,  and  the  proportioD 
of  ihe  crews  who  shall  be  eilizens ;  eadeavorin; 
10  provide,  in  respect  lo  American  vessels,  tb*t 
more  than  one-third  mav  be  foreigners.     This 

grovision  will   be    important   lo  the  Southern 
tales,  which  have  hut  few  native  seamen. 
The  marine  ordinances  of  France  will  show 
what   regnlaiioQB   have  been   required  to  be  ob- 
served by  allied  as  well  as  neutral  Powers  in  gen- 
re the  property  oi'  nM' 
'klions  may  behighl)' 
oihers  may  beincon- 

and  burdensome.    Your  aim  will  be.io 

render  the  documents  and  formalities  as  few  ana 
as  simple  as  will  consist  with  a  fair  and  rt^la' 

Abt.  XXV  and  XXVIl.  These  two  articles 
should  be  rendered  conformable  to  each  olbet. 


trals.    Some  of  these  regulaiio 
proper  to  be  adopted  ;  while  o: 
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The  27th  says  that,  afier  the  exhibition  of  the 
passport,  the  Tcssel  shall  be  allowed  to  pass  with- 
out molestation  or  search,  without  siviug  her 
chase,  oi  forcing  her  1o  quit  her  inleoded  course. 
The  35th  requires  that,  besides  the  passport,  ves- 
sels shall  be  furnished  with  certain  ceriiGcaies. 
which,  of  course,  must  also  be  exhibited.  'It  will 
be  expedient  to  add,  that,  if  in  the  face  of  such 
eTidence,  the  armed  ressel  will  carry  the  other 
iaio  port,  and  the  papers  are  found  coaformable 
to  [reaty,  the  captors  shall  be  coademned  ia  all 
thechargts,  damages,  and  ialerest  thereof,  which 
they  sball  hare  caused.  A  pruvision  of  this  oa- 
tute  is  made  in  the  11th  article  of  our  treaty  with 
the  Uoiled  Netherlands. 

A«T.  XXVIIL  The  prohibited  goods  here  men- 
tioned hafe  no  relation  to  contraband,  but  mere- 
ly to  such  as,  by  the  laws  of  the  country,  are  for- 
bidden  to  be  exported.  Yet,  in  the  cose  of  ei- 
portine  horses  ftoia  Virginia,  which  no  law  prO' 
hihited,  in  the  Winter  of  1706,  this  article  wan 
applied  bv  the  French  Minister  t<i  horses,  which, 
by  the  French  Treaty,  ate  contratand  of  war. 
And  a  letter  from  the  Minister  to  Victor  Uugues 
and  Lebai-inforiningtheni  thai  tlieAmericaouor- 
ernment  refused  to  prevent  such  export  of  horses 
by  the  British,  is  made  one  ground  for  their  de- 
eree  above  mentioned. 

AaT.  XXX.  The  vessels  of  the  United  Slates, 
ODgbt  10  be  admitted  into  the  ports  of  France  in 
(he  same  manner  ns  the  vessels  of  France  are  ad- 
mitted into  the  ports  of  the  United  Stales.  But 
snch  a  siipulaiion  ought  not  to  authorize  the  ad- 
mission of  vessels  of  either  party  into  the  ports  of 
the  other,  into  which  the  aamission  of  all  foreign 
vessels  shall  be  forbidden,  by  ihe  laws  of  France 
and  of  the  United  Btates,  respectively.  With  this 
restriction,  the  principles  of  the  14ih  atiiele  of  the 
treaty  with  Great  Bniaio  afford  a  liberal  and  an- 
exceptionable  precedent.  A  restriction  lilte  that 
here  referred  to,  will  be  found  in  the  first  para- 
graph of  Ihe  third  article  of  the  British  Treaty. 

The  commerce  to  the  French  colonies  in  the 
East  and  West  Indies  will,  doubtless,  be  more  or 
less  restricted,  according  to  the  usage  of  other  Eu- 
ropean nations.  Yet,  on  account  of  the  disar- 
ranged condition  of  the  French  navigation,  prob^ 
ablv  a  larger  latitude  of  trade  with  their  colonies 
will  be  readily  permitted  for  a  term  of  yeors;  and, 
perhaps,  the  mutual  advantages  thence  resulting 
will  be  found  so  great  as  to  induce,  afterwards,  a 
prolongation  of  thai  term,  to  which  the  course  of 
nabit  or  business  may  contribute. 

While,  between  the  United  Slates  and  France, 
there  shall  subsist  a  perfect  reciprocity  in  respect 
to  commerce,  we  mnsi  endeavor  to  extend  our 
trade  to  her  colonies  to  as  many  articles  as  pos- 
sible. Of  these,  the  most  important  are  provisions 
of  all  kinds,  as  beef,  pork,  flour,  butter,  cheese,  Ssfa, 
gram,  pulse,  live  stock,  and  every  other  article 
setvingfor  food,  which  is  the  produce  of  the  coun- 
try, horses,  mnies,  timber,  planks,  and  wood  of  all 
kinds,  cabinet  ware,  and  other  manufactures  of 
0  obtain,  in  return,  all 
if  those  colonies,  with- 


the  United  States;  and  (o  ob 
the  articlea  of  the  produce  of  tt 


out  exception,  at  least  to  the  value  of  the  cargoes 
to  those  colonies. 

There  have  been  different  constructions  of  the 
Consular  Convention.  The  French  have  contend- 
ed for  the  execution  of  their  consular  decisions, 
by  the  marshal  or  other  officer  of  the  United 
States;  and  their  Minister  of  Justice  has  formallv 
stated  in  a  report  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, that  the  judicial  sentences  of  the  American 
Consuls  in  France  will  be  executed  bv  certain 
officers  of  justice  in  thai  country.  The  legal 
opinion  of  tne  law  officers  of  the  United  States, 
which  the  Ooverament  has  adopted,  opposes  such 
a  construction.  The  French  have  alsocontended 
that  deserters  from  French  vessels  ought  lo  be 
apprehended  by  the  judicial  officers  of  the  United 
Stales,  upon  other  evidence  than  the  original  ship- 
ping paper,  or  r6ie  d'dquipage ;  whereas,  the  dis- 
trict judges  have  insisted  that  the  Consular  Con- 
vention requires  the  onginal  r6le  to  be  produced. 
This  claim  was  lately  reviewed  by  the  Consul 
Generalof  the  French  Republic.  The  correspond- 
ence, on  this  occasion,  will  be  joined  to  the  other 
documents  which  accompany  tnese  instructions. 

The  United  States  cannot  consent  to  the  erect- 
ing of  foreign  tribunals  within  their  jurisdiction. 
We  consider  the  judicial  authority  of  Consuls,  aa 
described  in  the  Consular  Convention,  to  be  vol- 
untary, not  compulsory,in  Ihe  country  where  they 
reside ;  and  that  their  decisions,  if  not  obeyed  by 
the  parties,  respectively,  must  be  enforced  by  the 
laws  of  iheir  proper  country  ;  and  such  a  provis- 
ion, you  will  see,  has  been  made  in  FraiKe,  where 
a  penalty  of  fourteen  hundred  livres  is  imposed 
on  the  CLiizen  who  refuses  obedience  to  consular 
decision  in  a  foreign  Stale. 

The  Consular  Convention  will  expire  in  about 
four  years;  and  if  any  great  difficulties  arise  in 
settling  the  terms  of  a  new  one,  that  which  exists 
must  take  its  course;  but  if  the  French  Oovern- 
ment  should  be  silent  on  the  subject  of  the  Con- 
sular Convention,  silence  may  De  observed  on 
your  part. 

The  ports  of  the  United  Slates  being  frequent- 
ed by  toe  vessels  of  different  belligerent  Powers,  it 
became  neceuary  to  regulate  the  times  of  their  sail- 
ing. The  President,  ihetefore,  adopted  what  was 
understood  to  be  the  received  rule  in  Europe ; 
and  ordered  that,  after  the  sailing  of  a  vessel  of 
one  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  twenty-four  hours 
ghould  elapse  before  an  armed  vessel  of  an  enemy 
should  set  sail.  This  rule  has  not  been  duly  re- 
spected by  the  armed  vessels  of  France  and  Great 
Btiiain. 

As  the  iranquillity  nf  the  United  States  requires 
that  no  hostile  movements  be  commenced  within 
their  jurisdiction,  and  the  interests  of  commerce 
demand  an  entire  freedom  to  the  departure  of  Tea- 
sels from  their  ports,  it  may  be  expedient  express- 
ly to  recognise  the  above-mentioned  rule. 

It  will  also  be  expedient  to  agree  on  the  extent 
of  terrilorial  jurisdiction  on  the  seac oast,  and  in 
what  situations  bays  and  sounds  may  be  said  to 
be  land-locked,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
sovereign  of  tne  adjacent  country. 

On  the  supposition  that  a  treaty  vill  be  nego- 
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listed  to  alter  and  amead  ihe  ireBtirs  which  now 
exist  between  France  and  the  tloited  States,  (he 
following  leading  principles,  to  govern  the  nego- 
liatioD,  are  subjoined: 

1.  Conscioua  iniegriiT  autlioriEej  the  GcverD' 
meiit  10  insist,  that  no  blame  or  censure  be  direci- 
Iv,  or  indirectly,  imputed  to  the  United  States. 
But,  on  the  other  baud,  however  exceptionable 
io  the  view  of  our  own  Qovernment,  and  in  the 
eyei  of  an  impartial  wotld,  may  have  been  the 
eonduci  of  France,  yet  she  may  be  unwilling  to 
acknowledse  any  aggressions,  and  we  do  not  wish 
to  wound  ner  feelings,  or  to  excite  resentment. 
It  will,  therefore,  be  best  to  adopt,  on  this  point, 
the  principle  of  the  British  Treaty,  and  "  termi- 
nate our  aiffereDces  in  such  manner,  as,  without 
referriDg  to  the  merits  of  our  respective  complaints 
and  pretensions,  may  be  the  oent  calculated  to 
prodoce  mutual  ■alisfeciion  and  good  understand- 

IDg.'' 

2.  Thai  no  aid  be  stipulated  in  favor  of  Frauce 
Marine  the  preseni  war. 

3.  That  no  engagement  be  made  inconsistent 
with  the  obligations  of  any  prior  treaty. 

4.  That  no  restraint  on  our  lawful  commerce 
with  any  other  nation  be  admitted. 

5.  That  no  Htipulation  be  made,  under  color  of 
which  iribuoals  can  be  established  within  our  ju- 
risdiclionjOr  personal  privileges  claimed  by  French 
citizens  locomMtible  with  the  complete  sove- 
leigniy  and  independence  of  the  United  Slates, 
in  matters  of  policy,  commerce,  and  government. 

It  will  be  expedient  to  limit  the  duration  of  the 
treaty  to  a  term  of  from  ten  lo  twenty  years. 
Such  changes  in  the  circumstances  of  the  two 
parties  are  Itkely  (o  happen  within  either  of  those 
periods,  as  to  give  one  or  both  good  reason  to  de- 
sire a  change  in  the  conditions  of  the  treaty. 
From  this  limitatiun  may  be  excepted  such  arti- 
cles a^t  are  declaratory  of  a  state  of  peace,  or  aa  are 
intended  to  r^ulate  the  conduct  of  the  two  na- 
tions at  the  commencement  of^  or  d  tiring  a  state  of, 
war,  or  which  are  founded  m  morality  and  ji 
tiae,  and  are,  in  their  nature,  of  perpetual  oblif, 
tion.  Of  this  kind  may  be  considered  the  tenth 
article  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain ;  which, 
therefore,  may  very  properly  be  introduced  into 
the  treaty  with  France. 

Finally,  the  great  object  of  theOoveroment  be. 
lag  to  do  justice  to  Fracce  and  her  citizens,  11 
in  anything  we  have  injured  them;  lo  obtain 
JDitice  for  the  multiplied  injuries  they  havi  ~ 
mitled  against  us.  and  to  preserve  peace;  your 
style  and  manner  of  proceeding  will  be  such 
shall  most  directly  tend  to  secure  these  objects. 
There  may  be  such  a  change  of  men  and  meas- 
ures in  France,  as  will  authorize,  perhaps  render 
politic,  the  use  of  strong  language  in  deseribiog 
the  treatment  we  have  received.  On  the  other 
band,  the  French  Government  may  be  determin- 
ed to  frustrate  the  negotiation,  and  throw  (he  odi- 
um on  this  country  ;  in  which  case,  anything  like 
warmth  and  harstiness  would  be  made  the  pre- 
text. If  things  remain  in  their  present  situation, 
the  style  of  representation  will  unite,  as  much  as 
poaaible,  calm  dignity  with  simplicity,  force  of 


timent  with  mildness  of  language,  and  be  cal- 
culated to  impress  an  idea  of  inflexible  persever- 

icc,  rather  than  of  distrust  or  confidence. 

With  Ibese  instructions  yon  will  receive  the 
following  documents : 

1.  The  printed  state  papers,  containing  the  cor- 
•ipondence  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
e  French  Minister,  Mr.  GeneL 

2.  The  letter,  dated  January  16tb,  1797,  from 
the  Secretary  of  Stale,  to  General  Pinckney,  aad 
the  documents  therein  referred  to,  in  which  all 
the  known  comptainis  of  the  French  Oovemmeat 
since  the  recall  of  Mr.  Oenet,  are  exhibited  and 
discussed. 

3.  A  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
Hon;e  of  Representatives,  dated  the  37th  of  Feb- 
rury,  1797.  exhibiting  the  state  of  American  claims 
which  had  been  presented  to  the  French  Govern- 
meni,  (butfew  of  which  had  been  satisfied)  to- 
gether with  some  further  information  relative  to 
the  depredations  by  the  officers  and  people  of  that 

the  commerce  of  the  United  Sta"~ 


June,  1797,  and  by  him  laid  before  Congress  oi 
the  22d. 

5.  Certain  original  depositiona,  protests,  and 
other  papers,  relative  to  the  French  spoliations  on 
the  commerce,  and  personal  insults  and  injunei 
to  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales. 

6.  The  documents  laid  before  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  17th  of  May,  1797,  relative  to 
General  Pinekney's  mission  to  Paris,  and  com- 
prehending some  papers  relative  to  the  captore 
and  condemnation  irf*  American  vessels  by  the 
French. 

7.  The  coiresnondence  with  the  French  Coosal 
Greneral,  Utombe,  relative  to  the  Consular  Coa- 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

SecrebiT^i^  State. 

I>EI>ABTUEKT  OF  StaTE, 

April  3,  nse. 

The  names  designated  by  the  letters  W,  X.  Y, 
Z,  in  the  following  copies  af  letters  from  the  En- 
voys of  the  United  States  to  the  French  Repub- 
lic, are,  in  the  originals,  written  at  full  Icneifi,  in 
ciphers.  For  the  same  reason  that  single  letim 
are  thus  taken  to  designate  certain  persons  named 
in  the  letters,  other  words  descriptive  of  them  are 
omitted. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 


Despatches  from  Ihe  Envoj*  to  the  Seontaij  of  Sisl*. 

No.  1. 

Pabib,  OcU)ber  22, 1797. 

Dear  Sir  ;  All  of  us  having  arrived  at  Puis, 

on  the  evening  of  tbe  4tb  instant,  on  the  neii  »f 

we  verbally,  and  unofficially,  informed  the  Mu> 

ister  of  Foreign  Abits  therewith,  and  desired  is 

know  when  he  would  be  at  leisure  to  receive  o« 

erf  our  secretaries  with  the  official  notificaii»> 
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He  appointed  the  next  day,  at  two  o'clock,  when 
Major  RoUedge  waited  on  lum  wiib  the  JbllotT' 
iog  letter : 

Citizen  Minister:  The  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica being  desirous  of  lerminaline;  all  differences 
between  them  and  the  French  Republic,  and  of 
intoring  that  harmony  and  eood  understanding', 
and  tbsi  commercial  aad  friendly  intercourse, 
wbieh,  from  thecommeQcemenl  of  their  political 
eonnexioD  until  lately  hare  so  happily  subsisted, 
the  President  has  nominated,  and,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  has  appoint- 
ed us,  the  undersigned,  joiatly  and  severally,  Ed- 
Tcys  Extraordinary  and  Ministers  Plenipotentia- 
ry to  the  French  Republic,  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
complishing these  giWl  objects.  In  pursusuce  of 
iDch  nominaiifKi  and  appointment,  and  with  such 
view,  haTing  come  to  I^ris,  we  wish,  Citizen  Min- 
ister, to  wait  on  you  at  any  hour  you  will  be 
pleased  to  appoint,  to  present  the  copy  of  our  let- 
ters of  credence  ;  and  whilst  we  erince  our  sincere 
and  ardent  desire  for  the  speedy  restoration  of 
[rieadship  and  harmony  between  the  two  Repub- 
lics, we  flatter  ourselTea  with  your  concurrence 
ia  ibe  accomplishment  of  this  desirable  event. 
We  request  yon  will  accept  the  assurances  of  our 
perfect  eateem  and  con^')de^ation. 

CHARLES  C.  PINCKNEY. 
JOHN  MARSHALL. 
ELBRIDQE  OERRY. 

Paeis.  October  6. 

To  this  letter  the  Minister  gave  a  verbal  an- 
swer, that  ho  would  see  us  the  day  after  the  mor- 
roar,  (the  8th,)  at  one  o'clock.  Accordingly,  at 
that  hour  and  day,  we  wailed  on  the  Minister  at 
his  hotiae.  where  his  oSiae  is  held,  when,  being 
ieTormed  ne  was  at  home,  the  Secretary  General 
of  the  department  lotd  Major  Rutledge  that  the 
Minister  was  obliged  to  wait  on  (he  Directory, 
and  requested  that  we  would  suspend  oiir  visit  till 
three  o'clock;  at  which  hour  we  called.  The 
Minister,  we  found,  was  then  engaged  with  the 
Portuguese  Minister,  who  retired  in  about  ten 
minutes,  wli«i  we  were  introduced  and  produced 
ifae  copy  of  our  letters  of  credence,  which  the 
Minister  perusedandkept.  He  informed  us  "that 
the  Directory  had  required  him  to  make  a  report 
telaiire  to  the  situation  of  the  Untied  States  with 
lesard  to  France,  which  he  was  then  about,  and 
which  would  be  finished  in  a  few  days,  when  he 
would  let  us  know  what  steps  were  to  follow." 
Weasked  if  cards  of  hospitaliiy  were  in  the  mean- 
time necessary?  He  said  they  were,  and  that 
tbev  should  be  delivered  to  us ;  and  be  immedi- 
ately rang  for  his  secretary  and  directed  him  to 
Buke  them  out.  The  conversation  was  carried 
on  b;  him  in  French,  and  by  us  in  our  own  lan- 

The  next  day  cards  of  hospitality  were  lenl  to 
itiaadour  secretaries,  in  a  style  suitable  to  onr  offi- 
cial character. 

On  Saturday,  the  14th,  Major  Mouotflorence  in- 
formed Oeneral  Pinckney  that  be  had  had  a  con- 
TersaiioD  with  Mr.  Osmond,  the  private  and 
eoafidentutl  tecreUry  of  the  Minister  of  Fof 


eign  Affairs,  who  told  him  that  the  Directory 
were  greatly  exasperated  at  some  parts  of  the 
President's  Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  last  sei- 
of  Congress,  and  would  require  an  explana- 
of  them  from  ns.    The  particular  p.irta  were 
mentioned.    In  another  conversation  on  the 
e  day,  the  secretaiy  informed  the  Major  that 
the  Minister  had  told  him  it  was  probable  we 
lid  not  have  a  public  audience  of  the  Directo- 
ry till  such  time  as  our  negotiation  was  finished ; 
that  probably  persons  might  be  appointed  to  treat 
with  us,  but  they  would  report  to  him,  and  be 
would  have  the  direction  of  the  neEmtiation.   The 
Major  did  not  conceal  from   Mr.  Osmond  his  in- 

In  the  morning  of  October  the  ISih,  Mr.  W.,  of 

the  house  of .called  on  General  Pinckney 

and  informed  him  that  a  Mr.  X,  who  was  in  Paris, 
and  whom  the  General  had  seen,  •  •  "  *  *  was 
a  gentleman  of  considerable  credit  and  reputa- 
.:-_   ■  >  .  .  «  gjj^  j[jj,  ^^  might  place  great  te- 


nhim 


Id  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  Mr.  X.  called 
on  General  Pinckney,  and  after  having  sat  some 
time,  »  •  •  •  •  whispered  him  that  he  had  a 
message  from  M.  Talleyrand  to  communicate 
when  be  was  at  leisure.  General  Pinckney  im- 
mediately withdrew  with  him  into  another  room ; 
and  when  they  were  alone,  Mr.  X.  said  that  he 
was  charged  with  a  business  in  which  he  was  a 
novice;  that  he  had  been  acquainted  with  M. 
Talleyrand,  *****  and  that  he  was  sure  he 
had  a  great  regard  for  [AmericaJ  and  its  citizens : 
and  was  very  desirous  that  a  reconciliation  should 
he  brought  about  with  France;  that,  to  effect 
that  end,  he  wan  ready,  if  it  was  thousht  proper, 
to  suggest  a  plan,  confidentially,  that  M.  TalKj- 
rand  expected  would  answer  the  purpose.  Gen- 
eral Pincknev  said  be  should  be  glad  to  hear  it. 
M.  X.  replied  that  the  Directory, and  particularly 
two  of  the  members  of  it,  were  exceedingly  irn- 
taled  at  some  passages  of  the  President's  Speech, 
and  desired  that  they  should  be  softened ,  and  that 
this  step  would  be  neces.iary  previous  to  our  re- 
ception. That,  besides  this,  a  sum  of  money  was 
required  for  the  packet  of  the  Directory  and  Min- 
isters, which  would  be  at  the  disposal  of  M.  Tal- 
leyrand; and  that  a  loan  would  also  be  insisted 
ou.  M.  X.  said  if  we  acceded  to  these  measures, 
M.  Talleyrand  had  no  doubt  that  all  our  differ- 
ences with  France  might  be  accommodated.  On 
inquiry,  M,  X.  could  not  point  out  the  perticuki 
passages  of  the  Speech  that  had  given  offence,  nor 
the  quantum  of  ine  loan,  but  mentioned  that  the 
douceur  for  the  pocket,  was  twelve  hundred  thoti- 
sand  livres,  about  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling. 
General  Pinckney  tola  him,  thai  his  colleagues  and 
himself,  from  the  time  of  their  arrival  here,  had 
been  treated  with  great  slight  and  disrespect ;  that 
ihev  earnestly  wished  for  peace  and  reconciliation 
witn  France ;  and  had  been  entrusted  by  their 
country  with  very  great  powers  to  obtain  these 
ends  on  honorable  terms ;  that,  with  regard  to  the 
propositions  made,  he  could  not  even  consider  of 
them  before  be  bad  communicated  them  to  hia 
eolleagnes ;  that,  aftM  ha  had  dona  so,  he  sho  uld 
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hear  from  him.  Aflei 
sultalion  had,  it  was  agreed  thai  General  Pinck- 
oey  should  call  od  M.  X.  and  request  him  to  make 
bis  propositions  to  us  all:  and,  for  fear  ofroisiake 
or  misapprehension,  that  he  should  he  requested 
(0  reduce  the  heads  into  writing.  Accordingly, 
on  the  moraine  of  October  19,  General  Pinckney 
called  on  M.  X.,  who  consented  to  see  his  col' 

not  immediately  with  M.Talleyrand,  but  through 
another  gentleman  in  whom  M.  Talleyrand  had 
ffreat  confidence.     This  proved  afterwards  to  be 

At  six  in  the  evening,  M.  X.  came  and  left  with 
US  the  first  set  of  propositions,  which,  translated 
from  the  French,  are  as  follows :  "  A  person  who 
possesaes  ibe  confidence  of  the  Directory,  on  what 
relates  to  the  aflairs  of  America,  convinced  of  the 
mutual  advantages  which  would  result  from  the 
re-ectablisbrnent  of  the  good  understanding  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  proposes  to  employ  all  of 
hit  influence  to  obtain  tnis  object  He  will  assist 
the  CommissioDers  of  the  United  Slates  in  all  the 
demands  which  they  may  have  to  make  from  the 
Goveiomenl  of  France,  inasmuch  as  they  may  not 
be  contradictory  to  those  which  he  proposes  him- 
self to  make,  and  of  which  the  principal  will  be 
communicated  confideniiatly-  It  is  desired  that, 
iu  the  official  communications,  there  should  he 
aiveo  a  softening  turn  to  a  pert  of  the  President's 
Speech  to  Congress,  which  has  caused  much  irri- 
tation. It  a  feared  that,  in  not  satisfying  certain 
individuals  in  this  respect,  thejr  may  give  way  to 
all  their  resentment.  The  nomination  of  Commis- 
sioners will  be  consented  to  on  the  same  fooling 
as  they  have  been  named  in  the  treaty  with  Eng- 
land, to  decide  on  the  teclamaitons  which  in- 
dividuals of  America  may  make  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  or  on  French  individuals.  The 
payment  which,  agreeably  to  the  decisions  of  the 
Commii^sioners,  sball  fall  to  the  share  of  the 
French  Qovernment,  are  to  be  advanced  by  the 
American  Government  itself.  It  is  desired  that 
(be  funds  which,  by  this  means,  shall  enter  again 
into  the  American  trade,  should  be  employ^l  in 
new  supplies  for  the  French  colonies.  Engage- 
ments of  this  nature,  on  the  part  of  individuals 
reclaiming,  will  always  hasten,  in  all  probability, 
the  decisions  of  the  French  Commissioners ;  and, 
perhaps,  it  may  be  desired  that  this  clause  should 
make  a  part  of  the  instructions  which  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  should  give  to  the 
Commissioners  they  may  choose.  The  French 
Government  desires,  besides,  to  obtain  a  loan  from 
the  United  Slates;  but  so  that  that  should  not 
give  any  jealousy  to  the  English  Government, 
nor  hurt  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States. 
This  loan  shall  be  masked  by  stipulating,  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  consents  to 
make  the  advances  for  the  payment  of  the  debts 
otthel 

iheUc ,.  __ 

which  are  already  acknowledged,  and  the  pay- 
ment ordered  by  the  Directory,  without  having 
been  yet  effectuated.    There  should  he  delivered 


a  note  to  the  amount  of  these  debts.  Probably 
this  note  may  be  accompanied  by  Ostensible  pieces, 
which  will  guarantee  lo  the  agents  the  responsi- 
biliiy  of  the  United  States,  m  case  any  umbnee 
should  cause  an  inquiry.  There  shall  aUo  ht 
first  taken  from  this  loan  certain  sums  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  the  customary  distributions  in 
diplomatic  afliiirs."  The  person  of  note  mentioned 
in  the  minutes,  who  had  the  confidence  of  the  Di- 
rectory, he  said,  before  us  all,  was  M.  Talleyrand. 
The  amount  of  the  loan  he  could  not  asceruia 
precisely,  but  understood  it  would  be  according  to 
our  ability  to  pay.  The  sum  which  would  be 
considered  as  proper,  according  to  diplomatic 
usage,  was  about  twelve  hundred  thousand  livtes. 
He  could  not  state  to  us  what  parts  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Speech  were  excepted  to,  but  said  he  would 
]uire  and  inform  us  He  agreed  to  breakfast 
ih  Mr.  Gerry  the  morning  of  the  3Ut,  in  order 
„  make  such  explanations  a*  we  had  then  re- 
quested, or  should  think  proper  to  request ;  but,  on 
the  morning  of  the  SOth,  M.  X.  called,  and  said  that 
M.  Y.,  the  confidential  friend  of  M.  Talleyrand,  in> 
stead  of  communicating  with  us  through  M.  X. 
would  see  us  himself  and  make  the  necessary  ex- 
planations. We  appointed  lo  meet  him  the  even- 
ing of  the  30th  at  seven  o'clock,  in  General  Mar- 
shall's room.  At  seven,  M.  Y.  and  M.  X.  entered; 
and  the  first  mentioned  gent Icman,  being  introduced 
to  us  as  the  confidential  friend  of  M.  Talleyrand, 
immediately  stated  lo  us  the  favorable  impression 
of  liiat  gentleman  towards  uur  country— impres- 
sions which  were  made  by  the  kitldnesE  and  eiTil- 
ities  he  had  personally  received  in  America.  That 
impressed  by  his  solicitude  to  repay  these  kindness- 
es, he  was  willing  to  aid  us  in  the  present  negotia- 
tion bv  his  good  offices  with  the  Directory,  who 
were,  ne  said,  extremely  irritated  against  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Stales,  on  account  of  some 
parts  of  the  President's  Speech,  and  who  had 
neither  acknowledged  nor  received  us,  and  conse- 
quently have  not  authorized  M.  Talleyrand  to  bare 
any  communications  with  us.  The  Mioisler  there- 
fore could  not  see  ui  himself,  but  bad  authorized 
his  friend  M.  Y.  lo  communicate  lo  as  certain  pro- 
positions, and  to  receive  our  answers  to  them;  sod 
to  promise,  on  bis  part,  that  if  we  would  engage 
to  consider  them  as  the  basis  of  the  pro poeea  ne- 
gotiation, be  would  intercede  with  the  Directory 
to  acknowledge  ns,  and  lo  give  ns  a  public  audi- 
ence. M.  Y.  stated  to  us.eiplicitly  and  repeatedly, 
that  he  was  clothed  with  no  authority ;  that  he 
was  not  a  diplomatic  character;  that  he  was  not 
•  •  •  •  he  was  only  the  friend  of  M.  Talleyrand, 
and  trusted  by  him ;  that,  with  regard  to  bimself, 
he  had  •  •  "  •  and  he  earnestly  wished  well  to 
the  United  Stales.  He  then  took  out  of  his  pocket 
a  French  translation  of  the  President's  Speech, 
the  pans  of  which,  objected  lo  by  the  Directory, 
were  marked,  agreeably  to  our  request  to  M.  X, 
and  are  contained  in  the  exhibit  A.  Then  he 
made  us  the  second  sec  of  propositions,  which  were 
dictated  by  him  and  written  oy  M.  X.  in  our  pre- 
sence, and  delivered  to  us,  and  which,  translsted 
from  the  French,  are  asfollows:  "  There  is  demand- 
ed a  formal  disavowal  in  writing,  declaring  thst 
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ihe  sfKEcti  bf  the  citizen  Preaideoi  Barrai  did 
comain  aayihing  oSeasire  to  the  GoTeranieat  of 
the  United  Stales,  nor  anything  which  d^ietved 
the  epithets  caotaioed  !□  the  whole  paragraph. 
Setondly,  reparation  is  demanded  for  the  article 
W  which  it  shall  be  declared,  that  the  decree  of 
the  Directory  there  mentioned  did  not  contain  any' 
ihiDg  contrary  to  the  treaty  of  1778,  and  had  none 
of  those  ratal  consequences  thai  the  paragraph  re- 
proaches to  it.  Thirdly,  it  is  dematided  that  there 
should  be  an  acknowledgment,  in  wriiiaK,  of  th« 
depredations  exercised  on  our  trade  by  the  English 
lod  French  privateers.  Fourthly,  the  Government 
of  France,  failbful  to  the  profession  of  public  faith 
which  it  has  made  not  to  intermeddle  in  the  ia- 
temal  affairs  of  foreign  Qovernments  with  which 
it  is  at  peace,  would  look  upon  this  paragraph  as 
*nattacic  upon  its  loyally,  if  Ibis  was  intended  by 
the  President.  It  demands,  in  consequence,  a  for- 
mal dec!  a  rat  ion  that  it  is  not  the  Quvernmentof 
Prance,  nor  its  agents,  that  this  paragraph  meant 
todesLgnaie.  In  consideration  of  these  reparationr 
tie  French  Republic  i*  dijposed  to  renew  Vrith  ih< 
United  States  of  America  a  treaty  which  shall 
place  them  reciprocally  In  the  same  state  that  they 
were  in  1778.  By  this  new  treaty,  France  shall 
be  placed,  with  respect  to  the  United  States,  ex- 
utiv  on  the  same  footing  as  they  stand  with  Bng- 
laiia,  in  virtue  of  the  last  treaty  which  has  been 
concluded  between  them.  A  secret  article  of  this 
new  treaty  would  be  a  loan  to  he  be  made  by  the 
Uoiled  States  to  the  French  Republic ;  and,  once 
U[reed  upon  the  amount  of  the  loan,  it  would  be 
endeavored  to  consult  the  convenience  of  the  Uni' 
ted  States  with  respect  to  the  best  method  of  pre- 
leoiiog  its  publicity." 

On  reading  the  speech,  M.  Y.  dilated  very  much 
opoD  the  keenness  of  the  resentment  it  had  produ- 
ced, and  expatiated  largely  on  the  satisfaction  he 
said  was  indispensably  necessary  as  a  preliminary 
10- negotiation.  "But,  said  he,  gentlemen,  I  will 
not  disgnise  from  you  that  this  satisfaction  being 
nude,  the  essential  part  of  the  treaty  remains  to  be 
adjusted  ;  il  fauC  de  I'argent — il  faut  beaucoup 
d'argeat ;"  yoti  mtitt  pay  money,  you  mu»t  pay  a 
gnat  deai  ofwmey.  He  spoke  much  of  the  force, 
the  honor,  and  the  jealous  republican  pride  of 
Prsace;  and  represented  to  us  strongly  the  advan- 
Uge  which  we  should  derive  from  the  neutrality 
thus  lo  be  purchased.  He  said  that  the  receipt 
of  the  money  might  be  so  disguised  as  to  prevent 
its  being  considered  ai  a  breach  of  neutrality^  by 
Kiulana;  and  thus  save  ue  from  being  embroiled 
with  that  Power.  Concerning  the  IweTve  hundred 
thousand  tivrea  little  was  said;  that  being  com- 
pletely understood,  on  all  sides,  to  be  required  for 
iht  DtGcers  of  Government,  and,  therefore  need- 
in^no  further  explanation.  These  propositions, 
a'  Kid,  being  considered  as  the  admitted  basis  of 
the  ptopoMd  treaty,  M.  Talleyrand  trusted  that, 
%  his  influence  with  the  Directory,  he  could  pre- 
nil  on  the  Qovernmeot  to  receive  us.  We  asEed 
^ether  we  were  to  consider  it  as  certain,  that, 
without  a  previous  stipulation  lo  the  effect  requi- 
ted, we  were  not  to  be  received.  He  answered 
Iw  M.  Talleyrand  himself  was  not  authorized  to 


speak  to  us  the  will  of  the  Directory,  and  cooaet- 
quently  could  not  authorize  him.  The  coitver«K- 
ti  on  con  tinned  until  half  after  nine,  when  thejleli 
us;  having  engaged  to  breakfast  with  Mr.  Gerry 
the  next  morning. 

October  the  81st,  M.  X.  carae  before  nine  o'clock  j 
.U.  Y.  did  not  come  until  ten :  he  bad  passed  tha 
morning  with  M.  Talleyrand.  Af\er  breakfast 
the  subject  was  immediately  resumed.  He  repre- 
sented to  us,  that  we  were  not  yet  acknowledged 
or  received  j  that  the  Directory  were  so  exasperated 
against  the  United  States,  as  lo  have  come  to  & 
determination  to  demand  from  us,  previous  to  oar 
reception,  those  disavowals  reparation*,  and  ex- 
planations,  which  were  staled  at  large  last  eveniDg, ' 
He  said  that  M.  Talleyrand  and  himself  were  ex- 
tremely sensible  of  the  pain  we  must  feel  in  com- 
plying with  this  demand;  but  that  the  Directory 
would  not  dispense  with  it ;  that,  therefore,  we 
must  consider  il  as  the  iodispcnMble  preliminary 
to  obtain  onr  reception,  unleiis  we  could  find  the 
means  to  change  tneir  determination  in  this  paiv 
ticular;  that  ifwe  satisfied  the  Directory  in  then 
particulars,  a  letter  would  be  written  to  us  to 
demand  the  extent  of  our  powers,  and  to  know 
whether  we  were  authorized  to  place  them  pre- 
cisely on  the  same  fooling  with  England ;  whether, 
he  said,  our  full  powers  were  really  and  substai^ 
tially  full  powers,  or,  like  those  of  Lord  Malmea- 
bury,  only  illusory  powers;  that,  if  to  this  demand 
our  answer  should  be  afSrmative,  then  Fraace 
would  consent  thai  commissioners  should  heap- 
pointed  to  ascertain  the  claims  of  the  United  StateB 
in  like  manner  as  under  our  treaty  with  England; 
but  from  their  Jurisdiction  must  be  withdrawn 
those  which  were  condemned  for  want  of  a  r*to 
(f  iquipagt ;  thai  being  a  point  on  which  Merlin, 
while  Minister  of  Justice,  had  written  a  treatise, 
and  onwhichthe  Directory  were  decided.  There 
would,  however,  be  no  objection  to  our  complaiit- 
ing  of  these  captures  in  the  course  of  the  negoti- 
ation ;  and  if  we  could  convince  Merlin  by  our 
reasoning,  the  Minister  would  himself  be  satisfied 
with  our  so  doing.  We  required  an  explanatioD 
of  that  part  of  the  conversation,  in  which  M.  Y> 
had  hinted  at  our  fiading  means  to  avert  the  de- 
mand concerning  the  President's  Speech.  He 
answered,  that  he  was  not  authorized  to  stale  those 
means,  but  that  we  must  search  for  ihem  and  pro- 
pose tnem  ourselves.  If,  however,  we  asked  his 
opinion  as  a  private  individual,  ana  would  receive 
it  as  coming  from  him,  he  would  suggest  to  us  the 
means  whicn,  in  his  opinion,  would  succeed.  On 
being  asked  to  suggest  the  means,  he  answered, 
money  ;  that  the  Directory  were  jealous  of  its  own 
honor  and  of  the  honor  of  the  nation;  that  il  insist- 
ed on  receiving  from  us  the  same  respect  with 
which  we  had  treated  the  King;  that  this  honor 
must  be  maintained  in  ihe  manner  before  required, 
unless  we  substituted,  in  the  place  of  these  repara- 
liont,  something,  perhaps  more  valuable,  that  was 
money.  He  said,  further,  that  if  we  desired  him 
'  point  out  the  sum  which  he  believed  would  be 
tisfactory,  he  would  do  so.  We  requested  him 
to  proceed ;  and  he  said  that  there  were  thirty-two 
ons  of  florins,  of  Dateh  inscriptions,  worth 
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o  UB  at  twenty  sbilliogs  in  the  pound;  and  lii 
ttroeeeded  lo  state  to  us  the  certainly  tbat,  afitir  a 
peace,  the  Dutch  Qoveroment  would  repay  us  the 
money;  so  thai  we  should  uliimately  lose  uothiog. 
Bad  the  only  opetalJOD  of  the  measure  would  be, 
•n  advance  from  us  to  Frauce  of  thirty-two  mil- 
lioiu,  OD  the  credit  of  the  Government  of  Holland. 
We  asked  him  whether  the  fifty  ibi'usand  pounds 
tierliog,  as  a  douceur  to  the  Directory,  must  be  in 
■ddiiioa  to  this  sum.  He  answered  in  the  affirm- 
■tiTe.  We  told  him  tbat,  on  the  subject  of  the 
treaty,  we  had  no  hesiistion  in  saying  ihai  oui 
powers  were  ample;  that,  on  the  other  points  pro- 
posed to  us,  we  would  retire  ioto  anothi 


and  n 


vitho 


We  committed  itnroediately  to  writing  the  an- 
awei  yra  proposed,  in  the  following  words ;  "  Our 
powers  respecting-  a  treaty  are  ample ;  but  ibe  pro- 
IKisition  of  a  loan,  in  the  form  or  Dutch  inscrip- 
tions, or  iu  any  other  form,  is  not  within  the  limits 
of  our  instructions;  upon  this  point,  therefore,  the 
Ooveinment  must  be  consulted;  one  of  the  Amer- 
ican Ministers  will,  for  the  purpose,  forthwith  em- 
bark for  America  ;  provided  the  Directory  wilt 
auipend  all  further  captures  on  American  vessels, 
and  wiU  suspend  proceedings  on  those  already 
captured,  as  well  where  they  bare  been  already 
eoqdemned,    as  where    the   decisions    have    nol 

Et  been  rendered ;  and  that  where  sales  have 
en  made,  hut  the  money  not  yet  received  by 
the  captors,  it  shall  not  be  paid  until  the  prelimi- 
Rary  questions,  proposed  to  the  MinisIerB  of 
ike  United  Stales,  be  discussed  and  decided:" 
irbich  was  read  as  a  verbal  answer ,  and  we  told 
ikem  they  might  copy  it  if  they  pleased.  M.  Y. 
refused  to  do  so ;  his  dissppoinimeni  was  apparent ; 
be  said  we  treated  the  money  part  of  the  proposi- 
tion as  if  it  had  proceeded  from  the  Directory ; 
wfaereas,  in  fact,  it  did  oot  proceed  even  from  the 
Uinisier,  but  was  only  a  suggestion  from  himself, 
ua  substitute  to  be  proposed  by  us,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  painful  acknowled^eni  that  the  Di- 
wctory  bad  determined  to  demand  of  us.  It  was 
told  him  that  we  understood  that  mailer  perfectly ; 
tbat  we  knew  the  proposition  was  in  form  to  be 
ours ;  but  that  it  came  substaalially  from  the  Min- 
itter.  We  asked  what  had  led  to  our  present  con- 
Tersalion  7  And  General  Pinckney  then  repeated 
the  first  eommunicaiioD  from  M.  X.,  (to  the  whole 
of  which  that  gentleman  assented,}  and  we  ob- 
aerved  that  those  genilemen  had  brought  no  lesti- 
moDiBlsoftheirspeaking  anything  from  authority; 
but  thai,  relyine  on  the  fair  characters  they  bore, 
we  had  beliereu  them  when  ihey  said  they  w«e 
from  the  Minister,  and  had  conversed  wiih  them, 
in  tike  inanner,  as  if  we  were  conversing  with  M. 
Talleyrand  himself;  and  that  we  could  nol  con- 
sider anf  suggestion  M.  Y.  had  made  as  not  bar- 
tnc  l>een  previously  approved  of;  but  yet,  if  he  did 
nol  choose  to  take  a  memorandum  in  writing  of 
our  answer,  we  had  no  wish  ibat  he  should  do  so ; 
attd  further,  if  he  choK  lo  give  the  answer  to  bis 
proposition  the  form  of  a  proposition  from  our- 
aelves,  we  could  only  tell  him  that  we  had  no 
other  proposition  to  make,  relative  lo  any  advance 


of  mooev  on  our  part ;  that  America  had  sustained 
deep  and  heavy  losses  by  French  deivedations  oa 
our  commerce,  and  that  France  had  allpged  so 
[raanyj  complaints  agxiast  the  United  Slates,  that 
on  those  subjects  we  came  fully  prepared,  and  were 
not  a  little  surprised  to  find  France  unwiliitig  to 
hear  us;  and  making  demands  upon  us  wtiich 
could  never  have  been  suspected  by  oar  Govero- 
meni,  and  which  had  the  appearance  of  our  being 
the  aggressing  party.  M.  Y.  expressed  himself  ve- 
hemently on  the  resentmenl  of  France ;  and  com- 
plained that,  instead  of  our  propoatng  M>me  subti- 
lute  for  the  reparations  demanded  of  us,  we  were 
stipulating  certain  conditions  to  be  performed  by 
the  Directory  itself;  that  he  could  not  lake  chirge 
ofsucb  propositions ;  and  that  the  Directory  wonld 
persist  in  its  demand  of  those  reparations  which 
be  at  Srst  stated.  We  answered  that  we  could 
not  he!  -       .     - 

what  c 

France  retfuired  it  to  pursue;  it  was  for  us  to 
guard  the  interest  and  honor  o(  our  country.  M. 
¥ .  observed  that  we  had  taken  no  notice  of  the 
first  proposition,  which  whs  Io  know  whether  w( 
were  ready  to  make  the  disavowal,  reparations,  and 
explanations,  concerniog  the  President's  Speech. 
We  told  liim  that  we  supposed  it  to  be  impossiUe 
that  either  he,  or  the  Minister,  could  imagine 
that  such  a  proposition  could  require  an  answer; 
that  we  did  not  understand  it  as  lieing  seriously 
expected ;  but  merely  as  introductory  to  the  iulh 
jecls  of  real  consideration. 

He  spoke  of  the  respect  which  the  Directory 
required,  and  repeated  that  it  would  exact  as  mucn 
as  was  paid  to  the  ancient  kines.  We  answered 
tbat  America  had  demonstrated  to  the  world,  and 
especially  to  France,  a  much  greater  respect  for  her 
present  Government  tlian  for  herformer  monarcby : 
and  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  this  disposition 
_L'_i  — "^  -  to  he  required,  ihat  we  were  not  ready 
said  that  we  should  certainly  not  be 
received  ;  end  seemed  to  shudder  at  the  conte- 
quences.  We  told  him,  that  America  had  nude 
'ery  possible  effort  to  remain  on  friendly  terms 
with  France — that  she  was  still  making  ihem, 
that  if  France  would  not  bear  us,  but  woufd  m^e 
war  on  the  Uniied  Slates,  nothing  remained  for  us 
but  to  regret  the  unavoidable  necessity  of  defend- 

be  subject  of  our  powers  was  again  mentioned ; 
and  we  told  him  that  America  was  lolicilious  to 
[iderslandings  with  any  Repub- 
lic, but  especially  with  France ;  that  she  wished  > 
permamenl  treaty,  and  was  sensible  tliat  do  ireatT 
could  be  permanent,  which  did  not  comport  wiln 
the  interests  of  the  parties;  aad,  therefore,  that  be 
might  be  assured,  tbat  our  powers  were  such  as 
authorized  us  to  place  France  on  equal  ground 
with  England,  in  any  respects  in  which  an  equal- 
ity might  be  supposed  to  exist  at  present  betweeB 
ihem,  10  the  disadvaotafe  of  France.  The  sub- 
ject of  the  rfb  cfe^tupofe  was  also  mentioned ;  and 
weasked  what  assurance  we  could  hBVe,ifFnuwc 
insisted  on  the  right  of  adding  to  the  stipulatloB* 
of  our  treaty,  or  of  altering  them  by  municipal 
regulations,  that  any  future  treaty  we  could  make 
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iboald  be  obaerred.  M.  Y.  raid  that  he  did  not 
usert  the  priaeiple  orcfaingiD^  treaiiM  b^  muni- 
cipal regulitioDB;  but  that  the  Directotjr  consid- 
eied  its  regulation  coneerninf;  (he  rik  (fequipage 
IS  comporting  with  the  treaty.  We  observed  to 
bint,  that  none  of  our  resaeli  h«d  what  the  Freuch 
Mtmed  the  rile  ^tq^ipage.  and  thai  if  we  were  to 
lurreuder  aU  the  property  which  had  been  takeD 
from  our  eitizens  in  cat^s  where  their  Tetsel;  were 
not  fnmiihed  with  such  a  rtfe,  the  GoTeTDmenl 
would  be  respontibte  to  its  citizeoK  for  ihe  pro- 
ptrtf  wo  inrrendered ;  since  it  would  be  imposible 
to  Dodertake  to  assert  that  there  was  any  plami- 
tshiy  in  ihe  alle^tion  that  our  tretijr  required  a 
r4Jc  ^iquipagt. 

Tht  subject  of  diraTowalSj  4c.,  coocerning  the 
President's  Speech  was  agatn  menlioned;  and  it 
WIS  obserired  that  the  Consiicution  of  the  Cniied 
Slates  authorized  and  required  our  President  to 
commnnicate  bis  ideas  on  the  affairs  of  the  na- 
lion;  that,  in  obedience  to  the  CoDstilniion,  he 
hid  done  so ;  that  we  had  not  power  to  confirm  or 
infilidate  any  part  ofthe  President's  Speech;  that 
inch  ao  attempt  could  produce  no  other  effect  than 
Id  make  us  ridiculous  to  the  Qovernnieat  and  to 
ihecLtiieus  ai  large  of  the  United  States;  and  to 
produce,  on  the  part  of  the  President,  an  tmrnedi- 
ile  dtuivowal  and  recall  of  us,  as  bis  agents ;  that, 
independent  of  this,  all  America  was  acquainted 
with  tbe  facts  slated  by  the  President;  and  our 
disarowing  them  would  not  change  the  public 
seatiment  eoDcerning  them. 

We  parted  with  mutual  professions  of  personal 
respect,  and  with  full  indications  on  the  part  of 
M.  T.  of  his  expectation  chat  we  should  immedi- 
ately teceiye  tbe  threatened  letter. 

The  nature  of  the  abo7e  commaaicaiion  will 
eTince  the  necessity  of  tecreey  ;  and  we  have  pro- 
mised Meurs.  X.  and  Y.  that  their  names  shall, 
in  no  event,  be  made  public. 

We  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

C.  C.  PINCKNEY, 
J.  MARSHALL, 
E.  GEBRY. 

P.8.  October27,1797.  Thedefinitivearticles 
of  peace  are  signad  between  the  French  Republic 
and  the  Emperor.  The  particulars  you  will  find 
in  ihe  public  prints.  The  Ponagnese  Minister  is 
ordered  lo  quit  France,  as  tbe  treaty  with  Porta- 
gal  has  noi  yet  been  ratified  by  the  Queen.  The 
treaty  itieirisdeclared  by  the  Directory  lobe  void. 
Since  our  arrival  in  Paris  the  Tribunal  of  Cassa- 
[1  has  rejected  Captain  Scott's  petition  com- 
'^''g  of  the  condemnaiion  of  his  vessel  by  the 
ribunat  for  the  want  of  a  rHe  d'iquipa^. 
Mr.  *  ■  *  *  in  behalf  the  owners  of  the  American 
vesKli^  who  have  appealed  in  tbe  last  resort  to 
the  Tnbunal  of  Csnation,  informs,  that  notwiih- 
standing  all  the  aignnaeata  *  *  *  *  made  use  of 

*  *  *  *  10  pni  off  the  hearing  of  the  Roaanaa,  as  a 
diploBiatic  caie,  till  the  issue  of  onr  negntiatioos 
ts  known,  that  case  is  set  down  for  hearing,  and 
will  come  on  the  S9lh  or  30ih  instant.    Tbe  same 

*  *  *  *  also  uyt  that  it  is  obvious  that  the  tribunal 
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have  received  instructions  from  the  officers  of  the 
Government  lo  hasten  their  decif-ions,  and  that  it 
was  hardly  worth  white  to  *  *  *  *  for  all  our  peti- 
tioos  in  cassation  would  be  rejected.  Our  advo- 
cates ♦  *  »  *  decline  giving  their  senliments  on 
this  subject  *  *  *  •  under  an  apprehension  of  com- 
mitting themselves. 
Col.  Pickering,  Secretary  U.  S. 


Paragrapha  of  tbe  Preiidsnt's  Speech,  referred  Ui  in 
latter  No.  I,  undar  title  of  Exhibit  A. 
i.  With  this  conduct  oflbe  French  (Government 
it  will  be  proper  to  take  into  view  the  public 
audience  Rtven  to  the  late  Minister  of  the  United 
Slates,  on  bis  taking  leave  of  ihe  Executive  Direc- 
tory. Tbe  Speech  of  the  President  discloses  senti- 
ments more  alarming  than  tbe  refusal  of  a  Minis- 
ter, because  more  dangerous  to  our  independence 
and  anion,  and  at  the  same  time  atudioualy  marked 
with  indignities  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  Stales.  It  evinces  a  diaiHxitian  to  sepa- 
rate thepeopleof  the  United  Stales  from  the  Oov 
ernmeni ;  to  persuade  them  that  they  have  differ- 
ent affections,  principles,  and  inleresis,  from  those 
of  their  fellow-citizens,  whom  they  themselves 
have  chosen  lo  manage  their  common  concerns ; 
and  thus  to  produce  divisions  fatal  to  our  peace. 
Such  allempis  ought  to  be  repelled  with  a  deci- 
sion which  shall  convince  France  and  the  world 
that  we  are  not  a  degraded  people,  humiliated  under 
a  colonial  spirit  ot  fear,  and  sense  of  inferiority, 
fitted  to  be  the  miserable  instrumenCs  of  foreign 
influence,  and  regardless  of  national  honor,  char- 
acter, and  interest. 

II.  The  diplomatic  intercourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  and  France  being  at  present  suspended. 
the  Government  basno  means  of  obtaining  official 
information  from  that  counlrvj  nevertbeless,  tbeie 
is  reason  to  believe  that  the  Executive  Directory 
passed  a  decree  on  ibe  3d  of  March  last,  contraven- 
ing, in  purl,  the  Treaty  of  Amitv  and  Commerce 
of  1778,  injurious  lo  our  lawful  commerce,  and 
•ndaogering  ibe  lives  of  our  citizens.  A  cupy  of 
[his  decree  will  be  laid  before  you, 

III.  While  we  are  endeavoring  to  adjust  all 
ourdiffereneeswiib  France,  by  amicable  negotia- 
tion, the  progress  of.the  war  in  Europe,  the  de- 
predations on  our  commerce,  the  personal  injuries 
to  our  citizens,  and  ihe  geaeral  complexion  of 
affairs,  render  it  my  indispensable  duly  to  lecoiii- 
mend  [o  your  consideration  effectual  measures  of 
defence. 

IV.  It  is  impassible  to  conceal  from  ourselves, 
or  the  world,  what  has  been  before  observed,  that 
endeavors  have  been  employed  to  foster  and  esta- 
blish a  division  between  the  Government  and 
people  of  the  United  Slates.  To  investigate  the 
causes  which  have  encouraged  this  attempt  it 
not  necessary.  But  to  repel,  by  decided  and 
united  councils,  insinuations  so  derogatory  to  the 
htmor,  and  aggressions  so  dauserous  to  the  con- 
stitution, union,  and  even  independence  of  the 
nation,  is  an  indispeDsable  duly. 
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Answer  at  M.  Bama,  Preaident  of  the  Encative  Di- 
tecWrr,  to  the  Speech  of  Mr.  Monroe,  on  t&king  leave, 
to  irhld)  the  Speech  of  the  Freeident  of  the  United 
Stilee  refers. 

Mr.  Minister  PI uii  potent iary  of  the  United 
States  of  America:  By  presentioe  to-day  your 
letters  of  recall  lo  the  Executive  Directory,  yon 
give  to  Europe  a  very  strnnge  spectacle. 

France,  neb  in  iier  liberty,  surrounded  by  a 
traio  ofvictories.  stTODcin  the  esteem  of  her  allies, 
will  not  abjse  tierself  by  calculating  ibe  conse- 
quences of  the  condesceasLOD  of  the  AmericBQ 
QoverDmcDt  to  the  suggestions  of  her  former  ty- 
rants ;  moreover,  the  French  Republic  hopes  that 
the  successors  ofColumbus,  Ramhiph,*  and  Penn, 
always  proud  of  their  liberty,  wilt  never  forget 
that  they  owe  it  to  France.  They  will  weigh,  in 
their  wisdom,  the  magDanimous  beuevolence  of 
the  French  people  wit^  the  crafty  caresses  of  cer- 
tain perfidious  persons  who  mediiale  bringing 
them  back  to  their  former  slavery.  Assure  the 
good  American  people,  sir.  that,  like  them,  we 
adore  liberty ;  that  taey  will  always  have  our  es- 
teem ;  and  that  they  will  find  in  the  French  peo- 
ple republican  generosity,  which  knows  how  to 
grant  peace,  as  it  does  to  cause  its  sovereignty  to 
be  respected. 

As  10  you,  Mr.  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  you 
have  combated  for  principles;  you  have  kuown 
the  true  interests  of  your  country:  depart  with 
our  re^et.  In  you  we  give  up  a  representative  to 
America,  and  retain  the  lemembrance  of  the  citi- 
zen whose  personal  qualities  did  honor  to  that 
title. 

No.  2. 

Paris,  iVbuemAer  8, 1797. 
Dear  Sir:  We  now  enclose  yuu,  in  ibirty-aii 
quarto  pages  of  cipher,  and  in  eight  pages  of 
ciphered  exhibits,  the  sequel  to  the  details  com- 
menced in  No.  1,  dated  tlie23d  of  last  month,  and 
hare  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

C.  C.  PINCKNEY. 
J.MARSHALL. 
E.  QERRY. 

Col.  PlCKERINO. 

OcToBBB  27,  1797. 
About  twelve  we  receive  another  visit  from 
M.  X.  He  immediately  mentioned  the  great 
event  auuounced  jn  the  papers,  and  then  Eaid,  that 
some  proposals  from  us  bad  been  expected  on  the 
subject  on  which  we  bad  before  conversed;  that 
the  Direcloiy  were  becoming  impatient,  and  would 
take,  a  decided  course  with  regard  to  America, 
if  we  could  not  soften  them.  We  answered, 
that  on  that  subject  we  had  already  spoken  expli- 
citly, and  bad  nothing  further  to  add.  He  men- 
tioned the  change  in  the  state  of  things  which  had 
been  produced  by  the  peace  with  the  Emperor,  as 
warranting  an  expectation  of  a  change  in  our 
system ;  to  which  we  only  replied,  that  this  event 
bad  been  expected  by  us,  and  would  not,  in  any 
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degree,  affect  our  conduct.  M.  X.  ui^ied,  that  (lie 
Directory  had,  since  this  peace,  taken  abigbennd 
more  decided  tone  with  respect  to  ui,  and  all  oilier 
neutral  nations,  thaii  had  been  before  taken  ;  thai 
it  had  been  determined,  that  all  nations  shouldul 
them,  or  be  considered  and  treated  as  their  «Qt- 
mies.  We  answered,  that  such  an  effect  bad  il- 
ready  been  contemplated  bv  us,  as  probable,  tnd 
bad  not  been  overlooked  when  we  gave  to  ihii 
proDosition  our  decided  answer ;  and  I'urlher,  ibit 
we  nad  no  powers  to  negotiate  fur  a  loan  of  mooer; 
that  our  Government  had  not  contemplated  sucb 
a  circumstance  in  any  degree  whatever:  ihaiiT 
we  should  stipulate  a  loan,  it  would  bea  perfMllr 
void  thing,  and  would  only  deceive  France.aiii 
expose  ourselves.  M.  X.  again  expatiated  on  (be 
power  and  violence  of  France :  he  urged  the  dii- 
ger  of  our  situation,  and  pressed  the  policy  of  soft- 
ening them,  and  of  thereby  obtaining  time.  Tbe 
present  men,  he  said,  would  very  probably  nolens- 
linuc  long  in  power,  and  it  would  be  very  unfiH- 
tunate  if  those  who  might  succeed,  wilh  bclUt 
dispositious  towards  us,  ^ould  find  the  two  u- 
tioDs  in  actual  war.  We  answered,  that  if  «ir 
should  be  made  on  us  by  Prance,  it  would  be  lO 
obviouslj'  forced  on  us.  that,  on  a  change  of  meiL 
peace  might  be  made  with  as  much  facility  at  i^ 
present  differences  could  be  accommodated.  We 
added,  ihat  all  America  deprecated  a  war  wltti 
France;  but  that  our  present  situation  waiiDDie 
ruinous  to  us  than  a  declared  war  could  be;  ttui 
at  present  our  commerce  was  plundered  unpn- 
tecied ;  hut  that  if  war  was  declared,  we  sbonld 
seek  the  means  of  prolectioo.  M.  X  said,  he 
hoped  we  should  not  form  a  connexion  with  Bii- 
tain  ;  and  we  answered,  that  we  hoped  solco; 
that  we  had  all  been  engaged  in  our  RevoluliMh 
ary  war,  and  felt  its  injuries ;  that  it  had  mide 
the  deepest  impression  on  ns:  but  that  if  France 
should  attack  us,  we  must  seek  the  best  meias  d 
self-defence.  M.  X.  again  returned  to  the  subJKi 
of  money :  Said  he,  you  do  not  speak  to  the 
poiut;  it  IS  money;  it  is  expected  that  you  wiilofe 
money.  Wesaid  that  we  had  spoken  to  that  point 
very  explicitly:  we  had  given  an  answer.  Nn, 
said  he,  you  have  not ;  what  is  your  answerl  We 
replied.  It  is  noj  no;  not  a  sixpence.  Heigim 
called  our  attention  to  the  dangers  which  ihiesi- 
ened  our  conntry,  and  asked,  if  it  would  doI  be 
prudent,  though  we  mieht  not  make  a  loan  to  ibe 
nation,  to  interestan  influential  friend  in  our  raTM- 
He  said  we  ought  to  consider  what  men  ve  bid 
to  treat  with  ;  that  they  disregarded  the  ju.tlieedf 
our  claims,  and  tbe  reasoning  with  which  n 
might  support  them;  that  they  disregarded  iheit 
own  colonies,  and  considered  themselves  as  pa- 
fectly  invulnerable  with  respect  to  us ;  that  ve 
could  only  acquire  an  interest  among  them  b^i 
judicious  application  of  mouey,  and  it  was  for « 
to  consider,  whether  the  situation  of  our  coaaUT 
did  not  require  that  these  means  should  be  resorted 
to.  We  observed,  that  tbe  conduct  of  the  French 
Qovernment  was  such  as  to  leave  us  much  rev^ 
lo  fear,  that  should  we  give  the  money,  it  wn" 
effect  no  good  purpose,  and  would  Dot  prodocrt 
just  mode  of  ihiuking  with  respect  tons.    Vmaf^ 
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this  must  first  be  gireo  ns.  He  said,  that  when 
we  emplojred  n  lawyer,  we  ([BTe  him  >  fee,  with- 
out kDOwing  whether  the  cause  would  be  gained 
or  noi ;  but  it  was  necessary  to  have  one,  and  we 
paid  for  hia  serricet,  whether  those  Berrices  were 
tneccssfDl  or  not :  ao.  in  the  preieDl  slate  of  things, 
ihe  monej  roast  be  adraaced  for  the  good  offices 
the  iniliTiduals  were  to  render,  whatever  might  be 
the  effect  ofthose  good  offices.  Weioid  him  there 
wai  no  parallel  io  the  case  ;  that  a  lawyer,  not 
being  to  render  the  judgmeDt,  could  oot  com- 
mand succeas  ;  he  eoDld  only  endeaToi  lo  obtain 
it;  and  ConseqDently.  we  conid  only  pay  him  for 
his  endearoTs;  but  the  Directorv  could  decide 


■tid  to  direct  those  now  in  custody  to  be  restored, 
ud  there  could  be  no  opposition  to  the  order.  He 
nid,  that  all  the  merohers  of  the  Directory  were 
not  disposed  to  reeeireour  monev  :  that  Merlio, 
for  insiaoce,  was  paid  from  another  quarter,  and 
would  touch  no  part  of  the  douceur  which  was  to 
come  from  us.  We  replied,  that  we  had  under- 
stood that  Merlin  wat  paid  by  the  owners  of  the 
Kimeers ;  and  he  nodded  an  aasent  to  the  fact. 
e  proceeded  lo  press  this  subject  with  rast  per- 
severance. He  told  us  that  we  paid  money  to 
oblaLii  peace  with  the  Algerines,  and  with  theln- 
djias;  and  that  it  was  doing  no  more  to  pay 
Pnnce  for  peace. 

To  this  it  wa*  answered,  that  when  our  GoTem- 
m»nt  commenced  a  treaty  with  either  Afgiers  or 
the  Indian  tribes,  it  was  understood  that  money 
was  to  form  the  basis  of  the  treaty,  and  was  its 
(sseotial  article ;  that  the  whole  nation  knew  it, 
and  was  prepared  toexpect  it  asa  thins  ofcourse; 
but  ibat  in  treating  wit^  France,  our  GovernmeDt 
hid  supposed,  that  a  proposition,  sneh  as  he  spoke 
of.  woald,  if  made  by  us,  give  mortal  offence.  He 
asked  if  onr  Government  did  not  know,  that  no- 
thing was  to  be  obtained  here  without  money'? 
We  replied,  that  our  Government  had  not  even 
sospected  inch  a  stale  of  things.  Reappeared  sur- 
prised at  it,  and  said,  that  there  was  not  an  Amer- 
ican in  Paris  who  could  not  have  given  that  in- 
forniBtioa.  We  told  him,  that  the  letters  of  out 
Minister  had  indicated  a  very  contrary  temper  in 
the  Government  of  Prance ;  and  had  represented 
it  as  acting  entirely  upon  principle,  and  as  feeling 
a  very  pure  and  distuterested  affection  for  Amer- 
ica. He  looked  somewhat  surprised;  and  said 
briskly  to  General  Pinckney  :  Well,  sir,  you  have 
been  a  long  time  in  France  and  in  Holland ;  what 
do  you  think  of  it  1  General  Pinckney  answered. 
Ihst  he  considered  M.  X.  and  M.  Y.  as  men  of 
truth,  and,  of  consequence,  he  could  have  but  one 
opinion  on  the  subject.  He  stated,  that  Hamburg, 
and  other  States  of  Europe,  were  obliged  to  boy  a 
peace,  and  that  it  would  be  equally  for  our  inter- 
est  to  do  so.  Once  more  he  spoke  of  the  danj^r 
of  a  breach  with  France,  and  her  power,  which 
nothing  could  resist.  We  told  him  that  it  would 
be  in  vain  for  us  to  deny  her  power,  or  the  solici- 
tude we  felt  to  avoid  a  contest  with  it;  that  no 
nation  estimated  her  power  more  highly  than 
Auteriea,  or  wished  more  to  be  on  amicable  terms 


with  her ;  but  that  one  object  was  still  dearer  to 
us  than  the  friendship  of  France,  which  was  qui 
national  independence  :  that  America  had  taken  a 
neutral  station :  she  bad  a  right  lo  take  it :  no  na- 
tion had  a  right  to  force  us  out  of  it:  that  to  lend 
a  sum  of  money  lo  a  belligerent  Power,  abound- 
ing in  everything  requisite  for  war  but  money, 
was  to  relinquish  our  neutrality,  and  lake  part  iit 
the  war;  to  lend  this  money,  under  the  lash  and 
coercion  of  France,  was  lo  relinquish  the  Govern* 
ment  of  ourselves,  and  to  submit  to  a  foreign  Gov- 
ernment imposed  upon  us  by  force :  that  we  would 
make  at  least  one  manly  struggle  before  we  thus 
surrendered  our  national  independence:  that  our 
case  was  different  from  that  of  one  of  the  minor 
nations  of  Europe ;  they  were  unable  lo  maintain 
their  independence,  and  did  not  expect  to  do  so: 
America  was  a  great,  and,  so  far  as  concerned  her 
self-defence,  a  powerful  nation — she  was  able  to 
maintain  her  independence )  and  roust  deserve  to 
lose  it  if  she  permitted  it  to  be  wrested  from  her ; 
that  France  and  Britain  had  been  at  war  for  near 
fifty  years  of  the  last  hundred,  and  might  proba- 
bly heat  war  for  fifly  years  of  the  century  to  come; 
that  America  had  no  motires  which  could  induce 
her  to  involve  herself  in  those  wars;  and  that  if 
she  now  preserved  her  neutrality  and  her  independ- 
ence, it  was  most  probably  that  the  would  not  In 
future  he  afraid,  as  ihe  bad  been  for  four  yean 
past — but  if  she  now  surrendered  her  rights  of  self- 
government  to  France,  or  permitted  ibem  to  be 
torn  f^om  her,  she  could  not  expect  ID  recover 
them,  or  to  remain  neutral  In  any  future  war.  He 
said  that  France  had  lent  us  money  during  our 
Revolutionary  war,  and  only  required  that  we 
should  now  exhibit  the  same  friendship  for  her. 
We  answered,  that  the  cases  were  very  different : 
that  America  solicited  a  loan  from  France,  and 
left  her  at  liberty  to  grant  or  refuse  it :  but  that 
France  demanded  it  from  America,  end  left  us  no 
choice  on  the  subject.  We  also  told  him  chat 
there  was  another  difference  in  the  cases ;  that  the 
money  was  lent  by  France  for  great  national  and 
French  objects ;  it  was  lent  to  maim  a  rival  and 
an  enemy  whom  she  hated  ;  that  the  money,  if 
lent  by  America,  would  not  be  for  any  American 
objects,  but  lo  enable  France  to  extend  still  fur- 
ther her  conquests.  The  conversation  continued 
for  nearly  two  hours  ;  and  the  public  and  privala 
advance  of  money  was  pressed  and  re-pressed  in  a 
variety  of  forms.  At  length  M.  X.  said  that  be 
did  not  blame  us ;  that  our  determination  was  cer- 
tainly proper,  if  we  could  keep  it;  but  he  showed 
decidedly  nis  opinion  lo  be  that  we  could  not  keep 
it.  He  said  that  he  wonld  communicate,  as  nearly 
is  he  could,  our  conversation  to  the  Minister,  or 
to  M.  Y.  to  be  given  by  him  to  the  Minister;  we 
are  not  certain  which.  We  then  separated.  On 
the  22d  of  October,  M.  Z.  a  French  gentleman  of 
respectable  charncter,  informed  Mr.  Gerry,  that 
M.  Talleyrand,  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations, 
who  professed  to  he  well  disposed  towards  the 
United  Slates,  had  expected  to  have  seen  the 
,  American  Ministers  frequently  in  their  private 
capacities;  and  lo  have  conferred  with  them  in- 
,  dividnally  on  the  object  of  their  mission  ;  and  had 
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KUtborized  M.  Z.  lo  make  this  communicatioo  to 
Mr.  Geiry.  The  latter  sent  for  bis  colleagues ; 
and  a  coDfereace  was  held  with  M.  Z.  an  the  sub- 
ject; in  which  Oeoeral  PIockDey  and  Geoeral 
Marshall  expressed  their  opinions,  that  not  bein|r 
acquainied  with  M.  Talleyraod,  they  could  not, 
with  propriety,  call  on  hint;  but  (hat,  accord iov 
to  the  custom  of  France,  he  mi^ht  expect  this  oT 
Mr.  Gerry,  from  a  previous  acquaintance  in  Amer- 
ica. This  Mr.  Gerry  relacianlly  compiied  with 
on  the  23d,  and  with  M.  Z.  called  on  M.  Talley- 
rand, who,  not  beinfc  then  at  hif  office,  appointed 
the  2aih  for  the  interview.  AFier  the  first  intro- 
ductiori,  M.  Talleyraad  began  the  euaference. 
He  said  that  the  Directory  had  passed  an  airfl, 
which  he  oQered  for  perusal,  in  which  they  bad 
demanded  of  the  Enroys  an  explanation  of  some 
parts,  and  a  reparation  for  others,  of  the  Presideat's 
Speech  to  Coastess,  of  the  16ih  of  May  :  he  was 
sensible,  he  said,  that  difficulties  would  exist  on 
the  part  of  the  EuToys  relatire  to  tbia  demand; 
but  that  by  their  offering  money,  he  thought  he 
could  prevent  the  effect  of  the  arrtt.  M.  Z.  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Gerry,  having  staled  that  the  Ed- 
Toys  have  no  such  powers,  M.  Talleyrand  replied, 
they  can  in  such  case  take  a  power  on  themselves; 
and  propQsed  that  they  should  make  a  loan.  Mr. 
Gerry  then  addressed  M.  Talleyrand  distinctly  io 
English,  which  he  understood,  and  stated,  that  the 
nneasine&i  of  the  Directory  resulting  from  the  Pre- 
■ideoi's  Speech  was  a  subject  unconnected  with 
the  objects  of  the  mission  :  that  M.  Bairas,  in  his 
speech  to  Mr.  Monroe,  on  bis  recall,  had  expressed 
hunself  In  a  mannner  displeasing  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  citizens  of  the  UnitedStates ;  that  the 
President,  as  the  Envoys  conceived,  had  made 
such  observations  on  M.  Barras's  speech  as  were 
necessary  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  the  United 
States  ;  thai  this  vras  not  considered  by  our  Gov- 
eroment  as  a  subject  of  dispute  between  the  two 
nations;  thai  having  no  instructions  respecting  it, 
we  could  not  make  any  explanations  or  repara- 
tions relati^  to  it ;  and  that  M.  Talleyrand  nim- 
■elf  was  sufficieotly  acquainted  witii  the  Consii- 
lution  of  the  United  Slates,  to  be  convinced  of  the 
Irulh  of  these  observatioos.  Mr.  Gerry  further 
stated,  that  thepowersof  the  Envoys,  as  they  con- 
ceived, were  adequate  to  the  discussion  and  ad- 
justraeni  of  all  points  of  real  difference  between 
the  two  nations  ;  that  they  could  alter  and  amend 
the  treaty ;  or,  if  necessary,  form  a  new  one  ; 
that  the  United  States  were  anxiously  desirous  of 
removing  all  causes  of  complaint  between  them- 
selves and  France,  and  of  renewing  their  former 
friendsbip  and  intercourse,  on  terms  which  should 
be  mutually  honorable  and  beneficial  to  the  two 
nations ;  hut  not  on  any  other  terms ;  that  as  to  a 
loan,  we  had  no  powers  whatever  to  make  one; 
{hat  if  we  were  lo  attempt  it,  we  should  deceive 
himself  and  the  Directory  likewise,  which,  as  men 
of  honor,  we  could  not  do ;  but  that  we  could  send 
one  of  our  number  for  instructions  on  this  proposi- 
tion, if  deemed  expedient,  provided  that  the  other 
objects  of  the  negotiation  could  be  discussed  end 
adjusted ;  that  as  he  had  expressed  a  desire  to  con- 
fer with  the  Envoys  individually,  it  was  the  wish 


of  Mr.  Gerry  that  such  a  conference  should  like 
place,  and  their  opinions  thus  be  ascertained, 
which  he  conceived  corresponded  with  his  own 


said,  he  should  be  glad  to  confer  with 
the  other  Envoys  individually,  but  that  this  mailer 
about  money  must  be  settled  directly,  withoai 
lending  to  America ;  that  he  would  not  commani- 
cate  (he  arrCt  for  a  week;  and  that  if  we  could  adjnit 
the  difficulty  respecting  the  Speech,  an  application 
wonld  nevertbelesi  go  to  the  United  States  for  a 
loan.  A  courier  arriving  at  this  moment  from 
Italv,  and  M.  Talleyrand  appearing  impatieDt  to 
read  the  letters,  Mr.  Gerry  took  leave  of  him  im- 
mediately. He  followed  to  the  door,  and  desired 
M.  Z.  to  repeat  to  Mr.  Gerry  what  he,  M.  TtUey- 
rand,  had  said  lo  him.  Mr.  Gerry  then  returpn 
to  his  quarters  vilh  M.  Z.  took  down  the  pailicv- 
lars  of  this  interview,  as  before  stated,  senl  f<n 
Gens,  Pinckney  and  Marshall,  and  read  it  to  ihem 
in  the  presence  of  M.  Z.  whoconfirmed  it  Gen- 
erals Pinckney  and  Marshall  then  desired  W.  Z. 
10  inform  M.  Talleyrand  that  they  had  noihiog  to 
add  to  this  conference,  and  did  not  wish  thai  ibc 
arrtt  might  be  delayed  on  their  account. 

OcTOBEB  39. 

M.  X.  again  called  upon  us.  He  said,  M-  Tal- 
leyrand was  extremely  anxious  to  be  of  service  l« 
u^  and  had  requested  that  one  more  effort  sbouU 
be  made  to  induce  us  to  enable  bim  to  be  sa  A 
great  deal  of  the  same  conversation  which  had 
mssed  at  our  former  interviews  was  repeated. 
The  power  and  the  haiwhtiness  of  France  wai 
again  displayed  to  us.  We  were  told  that  the  de- 
struction of  England  was  inevitable  ;  end  that  the 
wealth  and  arts  of  that  nation  would  naiurallT 
pass  over  to  America,  if  that  event  should  dud  lu 
in  peace.  To  this  observation  we  replied,  that 
France  would  probably  forbid  America  w  reeeife 
them,  in  like  manner  as  she  had  forbid  Smlzer- 
land  10  permit  the  residence,  in  its  country,  of  i 
British  Minister.  We  told  bim,  also,  thii  we  were 
sensible  of  the  value  of  peace,  and  therefore »>uglil 
it,  unremittingly,  but  that  it  was  real  peace  *^ 
sought  for,  and  real  peace  only  which  could  be 
desirable. 

The  sum  of  his  proposition  was,  that  if  wt 
would  pay,  by  way  of  fees,  (that  was  his  eipie*- 
siun,)  ibe  sum  of  money  demanded  for  private  use. 
the  Directory  would  nut  receive  us;  but  wonW 
permii  us  to  remain  at  Paris  as  we  now  were ;  tDO 
we  should  be  received  by  M.  Talleyrand,  uaiilnne 
of  us  could  go  to  America  and  consult  our  Gov- 
ernment on  the  subject  of  the  loan.  These  <rM« 
the  circumstances,  he  said,  under  whieb  the  Hie- 
ister  of  Portugal  had  treated.  We  asked  him  if. 
in  the  meantime,  the  Directory  would  order  tie 
American  property,  not  yet  passed  into  the  himb 
of  the  privaleersmen,  lo  be  restored  I  He  Mii 
expliciily,  that  they  would  not.  We  asked  bim. 
whether  they  would  suspend  farther  depredsliM' 
on  our  commerce'?  He  said  they  would  doi:»" 
M.  Talleyrand  observed,  that  on  this  subiect  wf 
could  not  sustain  much  additional  injury;bec»_a« 
approaching,  ' 
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iddittooal  Ckpturea  could  be  made.  We  told  him 
tlwt  France  bad  taken  rioleiitlv  from  America 
more  IbaD  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  treated 
DS,  in  every  respect,  as  eaemies.  in  return  for  the 
fiieadsbip  w«  bad  manifesled  for  her ;  that  we 
had  come  to  endearor  to  restore  harmony  to  the 
two  oatioDi.  and  to  obtain  compensation  for  the 
injuries  our  coaDtrrmen  bad  suitaiaed;  and  that, 
in  tku  of  this  eompeosation,  we  were  lold,  that  if 
we  would  pay  twelTC  hundred  tboutand  livres,  we 
mi^t  be  permitted  to  remain  in  Paria;  which 
would  only  give  u>  the  benefit  of  seeing  the  jinji 
ud  operas  oT  Paris  for  the  Winter,  that  we  misht 
Inretime  toask  from  oor  eoua  try  to  exhaust  her 
leiources  for  France,  whose  depredations  would 
beeoniinued.  He  again  suted.  that  by  this  pro- 
cedure we  should  suspend  a  war;  and  that  per- 
hips  in  fire  or  six  months  power  might  change 

We  told  him  that  what  we  wished  to  see  in 
France  was  a  temper  sincerely  friendly  lo  tbe 
United  States,  and  really  dispo^  to  do  us  jualiee; 
ihttif  we  eotud  perceive  this,  we  might  not  so 
mnch  r^ard  a  little  money,  such  as  be  slated  lo 
be  usual,  altboiieh  we  should  hazard  ourseires  by 
giTiog  ii ;  but  that  we  saw  only  eridences  of  the 
most  extreme  hostility  towards  us ;  war  was  made 
upon  US  so  far  as  France  could  make  it  in  the  pre- 
KDt  state  of  things ;  and  it  was  not  even  proposed. 
ihit  iHi  receiving  our  money  this  war  snonid 
ceaie ;  we  bad  no  reason  to  beliere  that  a  possible 
benefit  could  result  from  it ;  and  we  desired  him 
Usay  that  we  wouM  not  give  a  shilling,  unless 
American  propenr  unjustly  captured  was  previ- 
ously tnuaed.  and  further  hostilities  suspended  ; 
and  that,  unless  this  was  done,  wedid  not  conceive 
that  we  could  eren  consult  our  Government  con- 
ceraing  a  loan ;  that  if  the  Directory  would  re- 
eeive  us  and  commence  negotiations,  and  any- 
thing oecnrrsd  which  rendered  a  eonsuliation  of 
tke  Government  necessary,  one  of  us  would  re- 
turn to  America  for  that  purpose.  He  said  that, 
without  this  money,  we  should  be  obliged  to  quit 
Puis;  and  that  we  ought  tu  consider  the  conae- 
^nesces :  the  property  of  the  Americans  would  be 
confiscated,  and  their  vessels  ia  port  embargoed. 
Welold  him  that,  unless  there  wasahopeofareal 
reconciliatim,  these  ertls  could  not  be  prevented 
by  ni ;  and  the  little  delay  that  we  mi^ht  obtain 
would  only  inerease  them;  that  our  mission  had 
induced  many  of  our  countrymen  to  trost  their 
vessels  in  tbe  ports  of  France ;  and  if  we  remain- 
ed at  Psiis,  that  very  circumstance  would  increase 
tbe  number ;  and,  consequently,  the  injury  which 
our  countrymen  would  sustain,  if  France  could 
petmit  herself  so  to  violate  her  own  engagements 
and  ibe  laws  of  nations.  He  eipref^  a  wish, 
Uut  U.  Y.  should  sec  us  <Miee  more.  We  told 
him  that  a  visit  from  M.  Y..  as  a  private  gentle- 
man, would  always  be  agreeable  to  us ;  but  if  he 
MBe  only  with  the  expectation  that  we  should 
stipulate  id vances  of  money,  without  previously 
Mablishiag  a  solid  and  permanent  reconciliation, 
1h  might  save  himself  the  trouble  of  the  applica- 
tion, bceame  it  was  a  subject  we  bad  considered 
aatwdy,  and  on  which  we  were  immoveable.  He 


tbe  evening,  while  Qeoeral  Pinckney  and  General 
Marshall  were  absent,  M.  Y.  and  M.  X.  called,  and 
wereinviied  by  Mr.  Gerry  to  breakfast  with  us  the 
next  morning. 

OCTOBEH  30. 

Immediately  after  breakfast  the  subject  was  re- 
sumed. M.  Y.  spoke  without  interruption  for 
near  an  hour.  He  said  that  he  was  desirous  of 
making  a  last  effort  to  serve  us,  by  proposing 
something  which  might  accommodate  the  differ- 
ences between  the  two  nations ;  that  what  he  was 
now  about  to  mention,  had  not,  by  any  means,  the 
approbation  of  tbe  Directory ;  nor  could  M.  Tal- 
leyrand undertake  further  than  to  make  from  oa 
tbe  proposition  to  the  Directory,  and  use  his  influ- 
ence for  its  success ;  that,  last  week,  M.  Talley- 
raitd  could  not  have  ventured  to  hare  offered  such 
propositions ;  but  that  bis  situation  had  been  very 
materiallr  changed  by  the  peace  with  tbe  Empe- 
ror; by  inai  peace  he  bad  acquired,  in  a  high  de- 
gree, the  confidence  of  the  Directory,  and  now 
possessed  great  influence  with  that  body ;  that  he 
was  also  closely  connected  with  Bonaparte  and 
the  Generals  of  the  Army  in  Italy,  and  was  to  be 
considered  as  firmly  fixed  in  bis  post,  at  least  for 
five  or  six  months;  that,  under  these  citcumstaA- 
ces,  he  could  undertake  to  offer,  in  ovf  behalf,  pro- 
positions which,  before  this  increase  of  influence 
tie  could  not  have  hazarded.  M.  Y.  then  oallea 
our  attention  to  our  own  situation,  and  to  the 
force  France  was  capable  of  bringing  to  bear  opoa 
us.  He  said  that  we  were  the  b^t  judges  of  out 
capacity  to  resist,  so  far  as  depended  on  out  own 
resources,  and  onaht  not  to  deceive  ourselves  on 
so  interesting  a  subject.  The  fate  of  Venice  wa* 
one  which  might  befall  the  United  Stales.  But, 
be  proceeded  to  observe,  it  was  probable  we  might 
rely  on  forming  a  league  with  England.  If  we 
had  sncb  a  reliance  it  would  fail  us.  The  situa- 
tion of  England  was  such  as  to  compel  Pitt  to 
make  peace  on  the  terms  of  France.  A  variety  of 
causes  were  in  operation,  which  made  such  aa 
effect  absolutely  certain.  To  say  nothing  of  the 
opposition  in  England  to  the  Minister  and  to  the 
war,  an  opposition  which  the  fears  of  tbe  nation 
would  increase ;  to  say  nothing  of  a  war  aeainsl 
England  which  was  preparing  in  the  north — «n 
army  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men,  un- 
der the  command  of  Bonaparte,  spread  upon  the 
coast  of  France,  and  aided  by  all  the  vast  resour- 
ces of  his  genius,  would,  most  probably,  be  enabled 
to  invade  England  ;  in  which  event  their  Govern- 
ment would  be  overturned.  But  should  this  in- 
vasion not  be  absolutely  effected,  yet  the  alarm  it 
would  spread  through  the  nation,  the  enormous 
expense  it  must  produce,  would  infatlibly  ruin 
them,  if  it  was  to  be  continued,  imd  would  drive 
them  to  save  themselves  by  a  peace  ;  that,  inde- 
pendent of  this,  France  paisessed  means  which 
would  infallibly  destrof  their  Bank  and  their 
whole  paper  system.  He  said  be  knew  very  well 
it  was  generally  conjectured  that  Bonaparte  would 
not  leave  Italy,  and  the  army  which  bad  eon^aer- 
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ed  UDder  him,  and  which  adored  him ;  he  assured 
fus  ihalj  Dothing  could  be  more  unfuuuded  than 
the  coajeciure ;  ihat  Booapatie  had  for  more  ihan 
tea  days  lefi  Italy  for  Raatadt,  to  preside  over  (he 
Congress  which  was  formed  for  adjusting  the  af- 
fairs of  the  empire.  He  said  thac  Pitt  himself 
wa&  so  confideat  of  the  absolute  tiecessity  of  peace, 
that,  after  the  dbtbI  victory  over  the  Dutch,  he 
had  signified  his  readiness  to  treat  on  the  same 
terms  which  he  bad  offered  before  that  actioo. 
yVe  could  not  then  relv  on  the  assistance  of  Eq{[- 
Und.  Wbat,  he  askea,  would  be  our  situation,  if 
peace  should  be  made  with  Etigland  before  our 
differences  with  France  would  be  accommodated  1 
But,  he  continued,  If  even  England  should  be  able 
to  continue  the  war,  and  America  should  unite 
with  her,  it  would  not  be  in  our  power  to  injure 


After  baviDg  staled  the  dangers  attending  tis,  if 
we  should  engage  in  the  war,  he  proceeded  to  the 
advantages  we  might  derive  from  a  neutral  situa- 
tion, and  insisted  at  large  on  the  wealth  which 
would  naturally  flow  into  our  country  from  the 
destruction  of  England.  He  neat  proceeded  to  de- 
tail the  propositions  which  are,  in  substance,  in  the 
paper  annexed  marked  A,  except  that  he  insisted 
thai  we  should  engage  to  use  oui  infiuence  with 
our  Oovernment  tor  the  loan.  He  stated,  express- 
ly, that  the  propositions  were  to  be  considered  as 
made  b^  us ;  that  M.  Talleyrand  would  not  be 
responsible  for  the  success  of  any  one  of  tbem ; 
he  would  only  undertake  to  use  his  influence  with 
the  Directory  in  support  of  them.  The  proposi- 
tion, he  said,  concerning  a  suspension  of  hostilities 
on  the  part  of  France,  was  one  which  proceeded 
entirely  from  himself;  M.  Talleyrand  bad  not 
been  consulted  upon  it,  and  he  could  not  under- 
take to  say  that  that  gentleman  would  consent 
BTen  to  lay  it  before  the  Directory.  The  propo- 
aitions  for  an  advance  to  the  Qovemmeot  of 
France  of  as  much  money  as  was  due  from  it  to 
our  citizens  on  contract,  and  as  might  be  deter- 
mined to  be  due  for  vessels  improperly  captured 
and  condemned,  was,  he  said,  indispensable,  unless 
we  made  that,  it  was  unnecessary  to  make  »ny 
other :  for  the  others  would  not  be  received.  He 
expatiated  on  the  vast  advantages  we  shonld  de- 


aden and  the  policy  of  making  with  Prance  any 
accommodation  which  France  would  assent  to. 
Perhaps,  said  he,  you  believe  that,  in  returning 
and  exposing  to  your  countrymen  the  unreasona- 
ness  of  the  demands  of  this  Government,  you 
will  unite  them  in  their  resistance  to  those  de- 
mands; yon  are  mistaken;  you  ought  to  know 
that  the  diplomatic  skill  of  France,  and  the  means 
■he  possesses  in  your  country,  are  sufficient  to  en- 
able her,  with  the  French  patty  in  America,  to 
throw  the  blame  which  will  attend  the  rupture  of 
the  negotiations  on  the  Federalists,  as  you  term 
yourseTves,  bnt  on  the  British  party,  as  France 
terms  yon;  and  you  may  assure  yourselves  this 
will  be  done.  He  concluded  with  declarations  of 
being  perfectly  diiinterested,  and  declared  that  hia 


only  motives  for  speakiog  thus  freely,  were  his 
friendship  for  M.  Talleyrand,  and  his  wish  lo  pro- 
mute  the  interests  and  peace  of  the  United  States. 
We  told  him  that  the  freedom  with  which  he  had 
spoken,  and  which  was  agreeable  to  us,  would 
induce  us  to  speak  freelv  also :  and  for  oace  to 
accompany  our  view  of  the  present  slate  of  thiDgi 
with  a  retrospect  of  the  past ;  that  Amerjca  was 
the  ouly  nation  upon  earth  which  fell  and  bad  ex- 
hibited a  real  irieudship  for  the  Republic  of 
France ;  that  among  the  empire*  round  her  which 
were  compelled  to  bend  beneath  her  power  and  to 
obey  her  commands,  there  was  not  one  which  W 
voluntarily  acknowledged  her  Government,  ot 
manifested  for  it,  spontaneously,  any  mark  of  re- 
gard. America  alone  had  stepped  forward  and 
given  the  most  unequivocal  proofs  of  a  pure  and 
sincere  friendship,  at  a  time  when  almost  the 
whole  European  world,  when  Austria,  G«rniiD|r, 
Prumia,  Russia,  Spain,  Sardinia,  Holland,  and 
Britain,  were  leagued  against  France ;  when  her 
situation  was,  in  truth,  hazardous,  and  it  was  dan- 
gerous to  hold  even  friendly  intercourse  with  her. 
America  alone  stood  forward  and  openly  snii 
boldly  avowed  her  enthu.tiasm  in  favor  of  the  Re- 
public, and  her  deep  and  sincere  interest  in  iisfsie. 
From  that  time  lo  the  present,  the  OoreinmcDt 
and  people  of  the  UnitM  States  have  UDifarmljr 
manifested  a  sincere  and  ardent  friendship  for 
France,  and  have,  as  they  conceive,  in  no  single 
given  to  this  Republic  just  cause' of  am- 


inted  out  to  iheL      __ 

France  to  break  off  all  intercourse  with  tbem,  ibey 
have  sent  three  Envoys  Extraordinary  to  eodeafoi 
to  make  such  explanations  as  might  produce  n- 
conciliation  ;  these  Envoys  are  prepared  loinvesu- 
gate,  and  wish  to  investigate  any  measures  which 
may  have  given  any  oSence,  and  are  persuaded 
that  they  can  justify  the  conduct  of  their  Gorern- 
meut.  To  this  distant,  unoffending,  friendiy  Re- 
public, what  is  the  language  and  the  eondaci  of 
France  7  Wherever  our  property  can  be  found, 
she  seizes  and  takes  it  from  us  ;  unprovoked,  sbe 
determines  to  treat  ns  as  enemies,  and  our  making 
no  resistance  produces  no  diminution  of  hostility 
against  us;  she  abuses  and  insults  our  Gorera- 
mem,  endeavors  to  weaken  it  in  the  estimaiioD  cl 
the  people,  recalls  her  own  Minister,  refuses  to  re- 
ceive ours,  and  when  extraordinary  means  are 
taken  to  make  such  explanations  as  may  do  away 
misuaderstandings,  and  snch  alterations  in  the  ex- 
isting relations  of  the  two  countries  as  may  be 
mutually  satisfactory,  and  may  tend  to  produce 
harmony,  the  Envoys  who  bear  these  powers  sre 
not  received ;  they  are  not  permitted  to  utter  Ibe 
amicable  wishes  of  their  country,  but,  in  the  haugh- 
ty style  of  a  master,  thev  are  told  that,  unless  ihef 
will  pay  a  sum  to  wbicn  Uieir  resources  scarcelr 
extend,  that  they  may  expect  the  vengeance  m 
France,  and,  like  Venice,  be  erased  from  the  listof 
nations;  that  France  wilt  annihilate  the  onlyfne 
Republic  upon  earth,  and  the  only  nation  in  (hemii- 
verse  wbicn  has  voluntarily  manifested  for  beta 
cordial  and  real  friendship  I  Wbat  impresniHi 
must  thia  utake  on  the  mind  of  America,  if,  «■>■' 
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OQi  proroemtion,  Pnnce  was  deietmiaed  lo  make 
wirupoa  us.  udIcm  we  purcbaivd  peace  7  We 
could  Dot  easily  believe  that  evea  our  money 
would  save  us ;  our  in  dependence  would  never 
cease  to  give  offence,  and  would  always  furnish  a 
pteiext  foi  fresh  demands.  On  the  aavantages  of 
Dcutrality  it  was  unnecessary  lo  saf  anything ;  all 
the  efforts  of  our  GoTernmenl  were  exerted  lo 
maintain  it,  and  we  would  never  willingly  pari 
with  it.  With  respect  lo  «  political  conDeiion 
with  Britain,  we  told  him  that  America  had  never 
conlemplaled  i(.  Whether  the  danger  he  repre- 
seDled  that  GoTeTnment  to  bi-  in  was  or  was  not 
real,  we  should  not  undertake  to  decide.  Britain, 
we  believed,  hail  much  reason  to  wish  for  peace, 
■nd  France  bad  much  reason  lo  wish  for  peace 
liso;  if  peace  already  existed  it  would  not  change 
the  course  America  would  pursue.  M.  Y.  mani- 
fested the  most  excessive  impatience;  he  inter- 
rupted us  and  said  ;  This  eloquenl  dissertaiion 
mishi  be#iie;  America  might  have  manifested, 
■no  he  believed  had  manifested  grct  friendship 
for  France,  and  had  jusi  coroplainls  against  her ; 
bnl  he  did  not  come  to  listen  to  those  complaints. 
The  Minister  would,  on  our  request,  make  for  us 
eeilain  propositions  (o  the  Directory  j  he  had  staled 
them  to  us,  and  all  the  answer  he  wished  was,  yes 
or  do;  did  we  or  did  we  not,  aolicil  the  Minister 
to  make  the  propositions  for  usT  We  told  him 
ibat,  without  going  further  into  the  discussion,  we 
chose  to  remark  one  or  two  ibing* ;  they  were, 
that  the  existing  treaty  gave  to  France  certain  ad- 
vantages, whien  were  very  essential ;  that,  espe- 
eiiUy,  [he  American  coast  afforded  a  protection 
near  two  ibousand  miles  in  extent  to  the  prizes 
made  by  Prance  on  her  enemies,  and  refused  that 
protection  to  the  prizes  taken  from  her ;  ibat  she 
might  be  assured  that  in  case  of  war  these  advan- 
tages would  be  lost  forever.  We  also  told  him  we 
were  conviDced  that  France  miscalculated  on  the 
parlies  in  America;  that  the  extreme  injustice 
offered  to  our  country  would  unite  every  man 
igainst  her.  M.  X.  informed  us  that  M.  Talley- 
rand would  not  consent  even  to  lay  ibia  proposi- 
tion before  the  Direciory,  without  previously  re- 
ceiving the  fifty  thousand  pounds,  or  the  greater 
pertofit  M.  Y.  left  in  writing  his  propositions,  and 
we  returned  the  suwer  annexed,  and  marked  B. 

NoTEMBBH   1. 

It  was  at  length  agreed  that  we  should  hold 
no  mote  indirect  intercourse  with  the  Qovern- 

NovEMBBB  3. 

M.  X.  called  on  us.  and  told  General  Pincknry 
aadOeneral  Marshall,  (Mr.  Gerry  not  being  with- 
in,) that  M.  Y.  wished  once  more  to  see  us.  We 
antwered,  that  we  should  at  any  time  be  glad  to 
He  H.  Y.  as  a  private  gentleman  ;  but  that  if  his 
obJMi  was  only  lo  repeat  his  propositions  for  mo- 
ney, it  was  perfectly  unnecessary  to  do  so;  be- 
cause, on  that  subject,  it  was  impoasible  for  us  to 
change  the  answer  we  had  already  given.  We 
told  him  further,  that  we  considered  it  as  degrad- 
ing our  country  to  carry  on  further  such  ao  indi- 
rect iniercotirM  as  we  had  for  tome  time  submit- 


ted 10,  and  bad  determined  to  receive  no  propo- 
siAons.  unless  the  persans  who  bore  them  bad  ac- 
knowledged authority  to  Ireal  wilh  us.  He  said, 
that  pernacn  M.  Y.  migbl  have  written  powers 
from  the  Minister,  and  we  replied,  ihal  if  ne  had 
we  should  receive  his  eommuDications  with  plea- 
sure. He  spoke  of  a  urobsble  peace  with  England, 
and  having  requested  us  to  be  at  home  in  tne  af- 


in,  leTl  ui 


Aboni  three  o'clock  he  came,  and,  after  some 
conversation,  in  which  we  repeated  in  subiilance 
what  is  stated  above,  he  showed  us  a  paper,  which 
he  said  was  a  copy  of  a  letter  prepared  for  us  by 
M.  Talleyrand,  requesting  an  explanation  of  part 
of  the  Pieaideni's  Speech,  and  which  he  said 
would  be  sent,  unless  we  came  inio  the  proposi- 
tions which  had  been  made  us.  We  wishttl  lo 
lake  a  copy  of  it  which  he  declined  permitting, 
saying  he  was  forbidden  lo  allow  it.  We  spoke 
of  the  letter  coming  to  us  as  a  measure  we  had 
no  expectation  of  preventing;  and  he  said  he 
could  not  understand  that  we  wished  it  delayed. 
To  which  we  answered,  that  the  delay  of  a  few 
days  could  not  be  desi'red,  unless  a  hope  existed 
thai  the  Direciory  might  become  more  friendly  to 
our  country.  He  said  thai  IntelligeDCe  had  been 
received  from  the  United  States,  thai  if  Colonel 
Burr  and  Mr.  Madison  had  constituted  the  mi»- 
sioD,  the  differences  between  the  two  natioua 
would  have  been  accommodated  before  this  time. 
He  added,  ai  a  fact  he  was  not  instructed  to  com- 
municate that  M.  Talleyrand  was  preparing  a 
memorial  to  be  sent  out  lo  the  United  States,  com- 

Slaining  of  us  as  being  unfriendly  to  an  accommo- 
ation  with  France.  We  replied  to  his  intelli- 
gence from  the  United  Slates,  that  the  Minister's 
correspondents  in  America  took  a  good  deal  on 
themselves,  when  they  undertook  to  say  how  the 
Directory  would  have  received  Colonel  Burr  and 
Mr.  Madison ;  and  that  with  respect  lo  the  memo- 
rial of  M.  Talleyrand,  it  would  not  be  easy  for 
him  lo  convince  our  countrymen  that  the  state- 
ments we  shonld  make  were  untrue :  if,  however, 
we  were  confident  thai  our  conduct  would  be  con- 
demned, M.  Talleyrand  might  be  assured  thai  the 
fear  of  censure  would  not  induce  us  to  deserve  it : 
but  that  we  should  act  in  a  manner  which  our 
own  judgments  and  consciences  would  approre 
of;  and  we  trusted  we  should  be  supported  by  the 
great  body  of  candid  and  honest  men.  In  this 
conversation  we  again  stated,  that  America  bad 
taken  a  neutral  position  ;  that  she  had  faithfully 
sought  to  preserve  it ;  thai  a  loan  of  money  lo  one 
of  the  beirigereni  Powers  was  directly  to  take  part 
in  ihe  war ;  and  that  to  take  part  in  the  war, 
against  her  own  judgment  and  will,  under  the 
coercion  of  Fiance,  was  to  surrender  our  independ- 


I.  The  American  Envoys  shall  remain  here  for 
six  months,  in  the  same  manner,  and  upon  the 
name  footing,  with  regard  lo  etiqueite,  as  did  M. 
D'Aranjo,  the  Envoy  of  Poitugar. 
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Hdationt  vith  France. 


II.  There  shatl  be  Darned  a  commisiioa  of  five 
members,  agreeably  to  a  form  to  be  esiablishM, 
for  the  purpose  of  deciding  upoQ  tbe  reclamatioDa 
of  the  Americaos,  relaiire  to  the  prizes  mode  oP 
them  by  the  Freoch  privateers. 

III.  The  American  Envoys  will  engage  that 
their  GoTernmeDt  shall  pay  the  iademDifieatioQB, 
ot  the  amount  of  the  sums  already  decreed  to  the 
American  creditors  of  (he  French  Republic,  aod 
tAobe  which  shall  be  adjudged  to  the  claimant!  by 
ike  Commissioners.  This  paymeal  shall  be  made 
UDder  the  name  of  an  advance  to  Ibe  French  Re- 
public who  will  repay  it  io  a  timeand  manner  to  t>e 
agreed  upon. 

IV.  One  of  tbe  American  Envoys  shall  return 
to  America,  to  demand  of  hi«  Government  the 
necessary  powers  to  purchase,  for  cash,  the  thirty- 
two  milhons  of  Dutch  rescript!  oqs,  belonging  to 
the  French  Republic,  in  case  the  Envoys  shotild 
conclude  a  treaty  which  shall  be  approved  by  the 
two  nations. 

V.  In  the  interval,  the  definitive  treaty  shall 
proceed  for  the  termination  of  all  differences  ex- 
uting  between  the  French  Republic  and  rhe  Uni- 
ted Slates,  so  at  that  the  treaty  may  be  concluded 
immediately  on  the  return  of  the  deputy. 

VI.  The  question  of  the  rHe  ^iquijxtgt  shall 
remain  luspeoded  until  the  return  of  the  deputy, 
and  the  Comiuisaion  shall  notpronouDCenponany 
reclamation  where  this  point  shall  be  in  question. 

VII.  During  the  six  months  granted  for  the 
going  and  returning  of  the  deputy,  hosiilitie* 
against  the  Americans  shall  be  suspeoded,  as  well 
as  the  process  for  coudemaation  before  the  tribu' 
nalsj  Bad  tbe  money  of  the  prizes  already  con- 
demned, in  the  bands  of  the  civil  officers  of  the 
nation,  shall  remain  there  without  being  delivered 
Io  the  privateer«-men,  until  the  return  of  the 
deputy. 


Exhibit  B,  Tsodved  with  tha  Envoys'  letter.  No.  3, 
dated  Novembor  S,  1707. 
The  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Ministers  Plen- 
ipotentiary of  the  United  States  cannot  avoid  ob- 
serving the  very  unusual  situation  in  which  they 
are  placed,  by  tbe  manner  in  which  they  are  alone 
pNmitted  to  make  cam  muni  cations  on  the  objects 
of  their  mission.  They  are  called  upon  to  pledge 
their  country  to  a  very  great  amount,  to  answer 
demands  which  appear  to  them  as  extraordinary 
as  tbey  were  unexpected,  without  being  permitted 
to  discnss  the  reason,  tbe  justice,  or  the  policy,  oo 
which  those  demands  are  foanded,  and  not  only 
without  assurances  that  tbe  rights  of  the  United 
States  will,  in  future,  be  respected,  but  without  a 
document  to  prove  that  thine  to  whom  they  are 
required  to  open  themselves  without  reserve,  and 
at  whose  instance  they  are  called  on  to  sacriGce 
M  mach,  are  empowered,  even  by  the  Minister, 
to  hold  an^  communication  with  them.  Yet,  such 
is  the  anxious  and  real  solieimde  of  tbe  Envoys 
to  seize  any  ocaasioo  which  may  afford  a  hope, 
however  distant,  of  coming  to  those  explanations 
which  they  so  much  wish  to  make  with  thiv  Re- 
public, that  they  pass  over  the  uncommon  and  in- 


formal modes  which  have  been  adopted,  and  will 
only  consider  the  propositions  themselves. 

I.  The  Ministers  ol'  the  United  States  will  pei- 
mit  no  personal  considerations  to-influeoce  their 
negotiations  with  the  French  Republic.  Allhoof^ 
they  expected  thai  the  extraordinary  means  adopt- 
ed ny  their  Govemment  to  reconcile  itself  to  that 
of  Fiance  would  have  been  received  with  sotns 
degree  of  attention,  yet  they  are  too  solicitous  to 
enter  upon  the  important  and  interesting  duty  of 
their  mission,  to  permit  themselves  to  be  reitrained 
by  forRis  or  etiquette. 

II.  On  this  article,  it  is  believed,  there  cia  be 
DO  disagreement. 

III.  This  article,  as  explained,  would  oblige  tbe 
United  States  to  advance,  not  to  their  own  citi- 
zens, but  lu  the  Qovernmenl  of  France,  sums  equi- 
valent to  tbe  depredations  made  by  the  corsairs  of 
the  Republic  on  the  American  commerce,  and  to 
the  contracts  made  with  their  citizens  Iw  France; 
and  this  advance,  instead  of  beoefilling  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  would  leave  them  pre- 
cisely what  they  now  are,  the  creditors  of  ibe 
French  Republic.  The  more  extensive  the  dep- 
redations, and  the  more  considerable  the  conincts 
uncomplied  with,  the  more  would  the  Govem- 
ment of  France  receive  from  the  United  Sisies. 
Independent  of  there  objections,  the  Ministers  of 
the  United  Slates  cannot  engage  to  assume,  id  any 
form,  the  debts  due  from  France  to  their  fellow- 
citizens;  they  have  no  such  power. 

IV.  If  the  negotiations  be  opened,  and  ihe  prop- 
ositions for  a  loan,  or  any  other  propositions,  ex- 
ceeding tbe  powers  of  the  Ministers,  be  made,  the 
Qovernment  of  the  United  Slates  will  be  consult- 
ed thereon  with  expedition. 

V.  This  or  any  proposition  having  for  its  ob- 
ject the  clainu  of  the  two  nations  on  each  other, 
or  an  accommodation  of  differences,  will  be  em- 
braced with  ardor  by  the  Minister*  of  the  United ' 
Suies. 

VI.  It  cannot  escape  notice,  that  the  <]aeslioa 
of  the  rMe  cPiquipage  may  inrolre  in  it  eveiT 
vessel  Uken  from  tbe  United  Butes;  the  Minis- 
ters, however,  consider  it,  and  wish  to  take  it  up, 
as  a  subject  of  negotiation. 

VII.  On  this  article  it  is  only  to  be  observed 
that  the  season  of  the  year  is  such  as  probably  to 
render  a  return  wiihin  six  months,  of  [he  Envoy, 
who  might  sail  to  the  United  States,  impractica- 
ble.    Provision  should  be  made  for  such  an  event. 

If  the  difficulties  attending  the  propositioai  for 
a  loan,  and  a  compensation  for  past  injuries  te 
such  as  to  require  time  for  their  removal,  ihe  Min- 
isters of  the  United  States  propose  that  tbe  dis- 
cussions on  the  relative  situation  of  the  two  coon- 
tries  may  commence  in  the  usual  forma ;  that  the 
relation  to  each  other  may  be  so  regulated  as  10 
obviate  future  misunderstandings ;  and  that  tha 
adjustment  of  the  claims  of  tbe  citizens  of  tht 
United  States,  whose  vessels  have  been  cajitured, 
may  be  made  af^er  a  decision  on  the  point  firil 
mentioned. 

No  diplomatic  gratificatira  can  precede  the  rati- 
fication of  (he  treaty. 
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No  3. 
Paris,  Noetmber  27,  1797. 

Dear  Sir  :  X)d  the  lllh  inslant  we  tranEmitted 
tti«  rollowiog  official  letter  to  ibe  Miaister  of  For- 
eign Affairs : 

"PABia,  November  U, 
"  in  the  22d  year  of  American,  xndependence, 

"Citizen  MinieTBii:  The  undentgneil  Envoys 
Eiiraordinarf  and  Ministera  PleDipotenliary  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  (be  Freiich  Re- 
public, bad  the  hoDor  of  iiiDOunciDR  to  you,  offi- 
cially, on  the  6th  of  October,  their  arrival  at  Paris, 
and  of  preseDting  to  you,  on  the  8th,  a  copy  of  their 
lenets  of  credence.  Your  declaraiiunat  that  time, 
thAL  a  report  on  AmMJcan  affairs  was  then  pre- 
puing,  and  would  id  a  few  days  be  laid  before  the 
Directory,  whose  decision  thereon  should,  without 
delay,  be  made  known,  has  hitherto  imposed  si- 
leoee  on  them.  For  this  comtnuaieation  they 
bare  waited  with  that  anxious  sollciiade  which 
» interesting  an  eveot  could  not  fail  to  excite,  and 
with  that  respect  which  is  due  to  the  Government 
of  Ptance.  They  have  not  yet  received  it ;  and  so 
mneb  time  has  been  permitted  to  elapse,  so  critical 
Lithe  Fittiaiion  of  many  of  tbeir  conntrymen,  and 
w  embarrasaing  is  that  of  the  undersigned,  both 
uii  respect*  themselves  and  the  GovMnmentlhey 
npreieDt,  that  the^  can  no  longer  dispense  witn 
ibeduty  of  soliciting  your  atceutioD  to  their  mis- 


"Tbe  United  Slates,  Citizen  Minister,  at  an 
tpocb  which  evinced  their  sincerity,  have  ^iveo 
Juop testable  proofs  of  their  ardent  friendship,  of 
ibeii  affection,  Tot  the  French  Republic.  These 
were  the  result,  not  of  her  unparalleled  prowess 
and  power,  but  of  iheir  confidence  in  her  justice 
lad  tnagnanimity ;  and  in  such  estimation  was 
'lie  reciprocity  of  her  friendship  held  by  them,  as 
lo  hire  been  a  primary  object  of  national  con- 
cern. The  preservation  of  it  was  dear  to  them, 
<he  loss  of  it  a  subject  of  unfeigned  regret  and  the 
reeoTery  of  it,  by  every  measure  which  ihallcon- 
w  with  the  rignta  of  an  independent  nation,  en- 
pgestheir  coaslsnt  attention.  The  Government 
of  the  Uniied  Slates,  we  are  authorized  to  declare, 
Useiamined,  with  the  most  scrupulous  justice. 
Its  conduct  towards  its  former  friend.  It  has  been 
ltd  to  this  by  a  sincere  desire  to  remove,  of  itself, 
"ny  just  cause  of  complaint;  conceiving  that, 
with  the  most  upright  intentions,  such  cause  may 
possibly  exist ;  and  although  the  strictest  search 
us  produced  no  self-reproach,  although  the  Gov- 
enunent  is  conscious  that  it  has  uniformly  sought 
^preserve  with  fidelity  its  engagements  to  France, 
yet,  far  from  wishing  to  exercise  the  privilege  of 
judgiiig  for  itself,  on  its  own  course  of^  reasoning, 
Ud  ttie  ligbtc  in  its  own  posseasioo,  it  inviles  fair 
snd  candid  discuBsion;  it  solicits  a  reconsideration 
of  the  past  j  it  is  persuaded  its  intentions,  its  views. 
ud  its  actions,  must  have  been  misrepresented 
■od  miiundeistood ;  it  is  convinced  that  the  es- 
KBtul  interest*  of  both  nations  will  be  promoted 
bf  reeonciliatioD  and  peace;  and  it  cherishes  the 
hope  of  meeting  with  similar  dispositions  on  the 
tut  of  the  Directory. 

5th  Cow.— 107 


(  wrtA  fyance. 

Guided  by  these  Kntitnenis,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  has  given  it  in  charf^  to  the 
undersigned  to  slate  to  the  Executive  Directory 
the  deep  regret  which  he  feels  at  the  loss  or  sus- 
pension of  the  harmony  and  friendly  intercourse 
which  subsisted  between  the  two  Republics,  and 
wish  to  restore  ibem ;  lo  discuss  can- 
didly the  complaints  of  France,  and  to  offer  frankly 
those  of  the  United  Stales.  And  he  has  author- 
ized a  review  of  exiating  treaties,  and  such  alter- 
ations thereof  as  shall  consist  with  the  mutual  in- 
terest and  satisfaction  of  the  contracting  parties, 

"  This  task  the  undersigned  are  anxious  to  com-' 
mence  ;  aiul  truly  happy  will  they  be,  if  their  ex- 
ertions can  in  any  degree  contribute  to  restore  that 
Iriendship,  that  mutual  interchange  of  good  offices^ 
which  it  is  alike  their  wish  and  their  duly  lo  effect 
between  the  citizens  of  the  two  Republics. 
"  The  undersigned  pray  you.  Citizen  Minister, 
present  this  communicaiioQ  lo  the  Executive 
Directory,  and  to  receive  the  assurances  of  their 
9t  perfect  consideration. 

"CHARLES  C.  PINCKNEY, 
"J.  MARSHALL. 
"BLBRIDGE  GERRY. 
To  the  Minister  OP  Foreiq!*  ArrAiRe, 

of  the  French  Republic." 

io  answer  hiving  been  given  to  it  on  the  Slst 
inslant,  we  requested  Major  Ruiledge  lo  wait  on 
the  Minister,  and  inquireof  him  whether  we  might 
expect  an  answer.  He  replied  ibat  he  had  sub- 
mitted our  letler  to  ihem,  and  that  ihey  would  di- 
rect him  what  steps  to  pursue,  of  which  we  should 
be  informed.  We  have  not,  however,  hitherto  re- 
ceived any  official  intimation  relative  to  thisbusi- 
Weare  not  yet  received  ;  and  the  condem- 
of  our  vessels,  for  want  of  a  rMe  cPii[uipage, 

mittingly  continued.    Frequent  and  urgent 

attempts  have  been  made  to  inveigle  us  again  into 
negotiation  with  persons  not  officially  authorized, 
of  which  the  obtaining  of  money  is  the  basis.  But 
we  have  persisted  in  declining  to  have  any  fui- 
ther  communication  relative  to  diplomatic  busi- 
ness with  persons  of  that  description ;  and  we 
mean  to  adhere  to  this  determination.  We  ate 
soiiy  to  inform  you  that  the  present  disposition  of 
the  Governroent  of  this  country  appears  to  be  as 
unfriendly  towards  ours  as  ever,aDd  ibat  we  have 
very  little  prospect  of  succeeding  in  our  mission. 
We  have  the  honor  lo  be,  t&c., 

CHARLES  C.  PINCKNET, 
J.  MARSHALL, 
E.  GERRY. 
Colonel  PicKERtNO. 


No.  4. 

Paris,  December  2i,  1797. 
Dbab  Sib:  We  have  not  yet  received  any  an- 
swer to  our  official  letter  to  the  Minister  of  For- 
eign A^rs,  dated  the  lltb  of  last  month,  and 
mentioned  in  No.  3 ;  but  reiterated  attempts  hare 
been  made  to  engage  na  in  negotiation  with  per- 
sons not  c^eially  anthorized ;  and  you  will  find, 
by  the  exhibits  marked  A,  B,  and  C,  herewith 
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sent,  some  imporlaDl  iDformalioD  relnuve  to 
Tiews  aod  iDtentions  of  ibe  French  Gurernc 
wiih  respect  to  ours.  Weareall  of  opinion  that,  if 
weweretoremBinfaereforsix  moailisloaeer,  with- 
out we  «rere  to  stipulate  the  payment  of  money, 
and  a  great  deal  of  it,  in  some  sbape  or  other,  we 
should  not  be  able  to  effectuate  the  objects  of  oui 
mission,  should  we  be  even  officially  received  ;  un- 
less the  projected  alleiopt  on  Englaod  was  to  fail,  oi 
« total  chance  lake  place  in  the  persons  who  at  pre- 
vent direct  the  afiairs  of  this  Governmeat.  In  this 
■itualioo  of  matters,  we  are  determined,  by  the 
lOih  of  next  month,  should  they  remain  as  they 
are,  lo  transmit  another  letter  to  the  Minister,  rep- 
lesenting,  as  far  as  may  be  expedient,  the  views  of 
our  Qovernmenl.     We  have  the  honor  lo  be,  Slc^ 

CHARLES  C.  PINCKNEY, 

J.  MARSHALL, 

£.  GBRRY. 
Col.  Pickering,  Secretary  (^ State. 

Exhibit  A,  endoKd  in  the  Envoys'  letter  No.  4. 
On  the  14th  of  December,  M.  X.  called  on  me, 
in  order,  as  he  said,  lo  sain  some  information  rel- 
ative to  some  lands  in  *  •  • ,  purchased  by  *  •  • , 
for  whom  *  *  '.  Soon  afterwards,  General Mar- 
■ball  came  in,  and  then  Mr.  Gerry's  carria^  drove 
into  the  yard.  Here  is  Mr.  Gerry^  said  Genera! 
Marshall.  I  am  glad  of  it,  said  M.  X.,  for  I  wished 
to  meet  all  of  you  gentlemen,  lo  inform  you  ibai  M. 
Y.  had aiiotbermessageloyoufromM.  Talleyrand. 
I  immediately  expressetl  my  surprise  at  it,  aa  M. 
Talleyrand,  M.  Y.,  and  he,  all  knew  our  deter- 
mination to  have  no  further  communication  on 
the  subjeci  of  our  mission  with  persons  not  offi- 
cially authorized.  He  replied  that  determination 
was  made  six  weeks  ago;  and  it  was  presumed 
(hat  we  had  changed  our  opinion.  1  said  that  I 
bad  not,  and  I  did  not  believe  that  my  colleagues 
had.  At  that  moment  Mr.  Gerrv  entered  the 
room,  aod  I  privately  acqnainted  him  with  th< 
object  of  M.  X's  visit.  General  Marshall,  Mr 
Gerry,  and  myself,  then  withdrew  into  another 
room,  and  imm edia I ely  agreed  lo  adhere  to  our 
former  resolution.  M.  X.  was  then  called  in; 
when  I  acquainted  him,  in  a  few  words,  with  our 
deierniinalion  j  and  Mr.  Gerry  expatiated  more  at 
large  on  the  propriety  of  our  acting  in  this  man- 
ner, and  on  the  very  unprecedenied  way  in  which 
we  had  been  treated  since  our  arrival. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  a  lady,  who  is  well 
acquainted  with  M,  Talleyrand,  expressed  to  me 
her  concern  that  we  were  still  in  so  unsettled  a 
situation  ;  but,Bdds  she,  why  will  you  not  lend  us 
money?  If  you  would  but  make  us  a  loan,  all 
matters  would  be  adjusted  ;  and,  she  added,  when 
you  were  contending  for  your  revolution,  we  lent 
you  money.  I  mentioned  the  very  great  differ- 
ence there  was  between  the  situation  of  ihe  two 
couniries  at  that  period  and  the  present,  and  the 
very  different  circumstances  under  which  the  loan 
was  made  us,  and  the  loan  was  now  demanded 
.  &om  us.  She  replied,  we  do  not  make  a  demand ; 
we  ibink  it  more  delicste  that  the  offer  shoold 
come  from  you ;  but  M.  Talleyrand  has  mentioned 


of  your  making  us  a  loan  ;  aod  I  kaow 
that  he  nas  mentioned  it  io  two  or  three  others; 
and  that  you  hare  been  informed  of  itj  and  I  will 
assure  you  that,  if  you  remain  bere  sii  montlis 


is  the  case,  I  replied,  we  may  as  well  go  away  now. 
Why  that,  possibly,  said  she,  might  lead  to  a  rup- 
ture, which  you  had  better  avoid  ;  for  we  know 
we  nave  a  very  considerable  party  in  America. 
who  are  strongly  in  our  interest.  "There  is  no  oc- 
casion to  enter  into  a  further  detail  of  the  conver- 
sation. I  have  only  noted  this  part  of  it  as  eiprrs- 
sire  of  what  I  believe  (as  far  as  relates  to  the  losti 
and  a  party  in  America  in  their  favor)  to  he  ihe 
sentiments  of  the  French  Government  with  re- 
gard ton*. 

C.  C.  PINCKNEY. 
Dkcbmbeb  31,  1797. 

Exhibit  B,  encloMd  in  Ibe  Envoys'  letter  No.l. 
[Extract  fram  Oentrat  Mara&elTt  JovnaL] 
December  17, 1797.  I  stepped  into  Mr.  Getrv'i 
apartment,  where  I  taw  M.  Y-  He  expressed  iui 
regret  at  having  been  disabled  lo  dine  with  us  it 
M.  de  Beaumarchais'  by  an  inveterate  toothHictie. 
He  then  asked  me  whether  1  bad  seen  M.  dr  Bcin- 
marehais  lately  1  I  told  him  not  since  be  dined 
with  us ;  and  that  he  had  left  us,  much  indisposed. 
He  then  observed  that  he  had  not  known  noiil 
lately  that  I  was  the  advocate  for  that  genllemu 
in  his  cause  against  the  State  of  Virginii;  tai 
that  M.  de  Beaumarchais,  in  consequence  of  thii 
circumstance,  had  expressed  sentiments  of  h\fh 
regard  for  me.  I  replied,  that  M.  de  Beaumai- 
chais'  cause  was  of  great  magnitude,  and  very 
uncerlnin  issue ;  and,  consec|uenlly,  ibal  a  portion 
of  tbe  interest  he  felt  in  it  would  very  Mlunily 
he  transferred  to  his  advocate.  He  imme<lliielf 
said  (low  and  aparij  that  M.  de  Beaumircbais 
had  consented,  provided  his  claim  could  be  es- 
tablished, to  sacrifice  fifty  thousand  pouods  iier- 
ling  of  it,  as  the  private  gratification  wbich  had 
been  required  of  ms;  so  that  thegratificalion  might 
be  made  without  any  actual  loss  to  the  AmericsD 
Government.  I  answered,  that  a  gratifica'ioo  on 
any  terms,  or  in  any  fonn,  was  a  subject  which 
we  approached  with  much  fear  and  dtfficuliy.n 
we  «ere  not  authorized  by  our  GovernmEot  to 
make  one;  nor  had  it  been  expected  thai  ont 
would  be  necessary:  that  I  could  not  uoderiaK|o 
say  whether  my  colleagues  would  consent  to  ii, 
"      if  things;  but  1  could  undertake  lo 


eof  ui 


rould  c 


preceded  or  accompanied  by  a  full  and  eniiie  ^ 
cognition  of  the  claims  of  our  citizens,  and  a  ssiu- 
factory  arrangement  on  the  objects  of  our  mission. 
He  said  it  was  in  the  expectation  of  that  event 
only  that  he  mentioned  it.  Wepartediand  Isiitrf 
the  conversation  to  General  Pinckney,  who  wW 
disinclined  to  any  stipulation  of  Ihe  sort,  and  coa- 
sidrred  it  as  a  renewal  of  the  old  reptuhated  sys- 
tem of  indirect  unauthorized  negotiation. 

Having  been  originally  the  counsel  of  M.  de 
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Bttumarchais,  I  bad  deletmiued,  and  so  I  had  io- 
form«d  General  Pinckney,  thai  1  would  do[,  by 
mf  Toice,  estabUih  aoy  a^ement  in  hi«  favor; 
but  ihac  I  would  poaitively  oppoie  any  admiasioD 
of  ibe  claim  of  nov  Freocli  citizen,  if  not  Bccom- 

Cied  wilh  the  claima  of  the  AmericaD  eitizeos 
property  captured  and  condemned  for  want  of 
a  rw  ^iquipa^.  Mr  reason  for  coneeivinf  that 
this  ought  to  be  stipulated  expressly  wms  a  coq- 
tictioo  that,  if  it  was  referred  to  eominiisi onen, 
it  would  be  connniititi^  absolutely  to  chance  as 
complete  a  right  as  any  mdividuali  ever  possessed. 
Geoenl  Pinciney  was  against  admitting  the  claim 

Afif  r  my  return,  Mr.  Oerry  came  into  my  rnoni, 
ud  lold  me  that  M.  Y.  had  called  on  him,  to  ac- 
company him  on  a  tIsii  to  M.  Talleyrand ;  that  he 
^poied  seeing  M.  Talteyraod,  ana  returning  the 
ciTility  of  the  dinner  i  and  eadeavoriog  to  bring 
■boui  tome  ioteTcoume  between  him  and  us. 

December  18.  Oeneral  Pinckney  and  Mr.  Gerry 
met  in  my  room;  and  Mr.  Oerry  detailed  to  us 
the  coDTersations  mentioned  io  our  public  letter. 
The  proposition  relative  to  the  claim  of  M.  de 
firaumarchaia  is  entirely  different  from  my  un- 
dentandiog  of  it.  in  the  very  brief  statement  made 
to  me  by  M.  Y.  We  retolred  that  we  would 
rigidly  adhere  to  the  rule  we  had  adopted,  to  enter 
iDta  DO  negotiation  with  pentons  not  formally  au- 
thorized to  treat  with  ns.  We  came  also  to  the 
dtterm illation  to  prepare  a  letter  to  Che  Minister 
of  Foreign  Relations,  siatlo^  the  object  of  out  mis- 
siDD,  aad  discussing  the  subjects  of  difietence  bt- 
IWKQ  the  two  nations,  in  like  manner  as  if  we 
bid  been  actually  received;  and  to  close  the  let- 
ter with  requesting  the  Governrnent  to  open  the 
iwgolialion  with  us,  or  to  grant  us  our  passports. 


Etlutat  C,  endOMd  in  the  Envoys'  letter  No.  4. 
December  13.  Mr.  Gerry  accidentally  calling 
OQ  General  Pinckney,  found  M.  X.,  and  was  soon 
infonaed  that  his  object  was  Co  obtain  another 
interview  between  the  Ministers  and  M.  Y.  oi  .' 
i&Lis  of  their  mission.  General  Marshall  hap- 
peDinj;  also  to  be  there,  we  retired  into  anolhet 
room,  and  immediately  agreed  to  adhere  to  oui 
fonner  determination,  not  to  have  any  more  infor- 
pul  communications.  M.  X.  having  been  called 
ID,  General  Pinckney  briefly  communicated  our 
dMermination :  and  Mr.  Gerry  observed  that  he 
vas  much  hurt  by  this  proposition ;  that  the  Min- 
isters had  already  proceeded  further  in  this  mode  of 
commDnication  than,  perhaps,  they  could  justify  ; 
Uiii  they  had  refused  sis  weeks  ago  to  renew  it ; 
and  that  some  regard  onghl  to  he  paid  to  Cheir 
stings,  which  had  been  sufficientlv  mortified ; 
u>ii  ihe  proposition  was  disrespecirul  to  the  Ed' 
^1^,  as  it  betrayed  a  belief  that  they  had  lost  the 
wnse  of  their  dignity,  and  were,  indeed,  incom- 
Pfient  to  their  office ;  that,  had  there  been  but  one 
Enioy  Extraordinary,  he  ought  to  have  had  an  au- 
difoce  in  a  few  days ;  and  that,  for  three  to  remain 
between  two  and  three  months  in  this  situation 
was  too  bumiliatiug,  too  debasing,  for  any  nation 
to  salxnii  to  it ;  that,  for  his  own  pa* t,  bad  he  been 


sent  to  any  other  nation  in  Europe,  with  two  other 
Knvoys.  be  would  not  have  consented  to  have 
remained  in  such  a  slate  ten  days ;  that,  knowing 
tbe  great  desire  of  the  Government  and  nation  of 
the  United  States  to  be  at  pe^ce  with  France,  he 
had.  with  his  colleagues,  submitted  to  this  indig- 
nity, at  the  risk  of  the  severe  censure  of  the  for- 
mer. Having  also  inquired  of  M.  X.  at  what 
M.  Talleyrand  could  be  seen,  the  former  said 
..  _  ould  inquire  of  M.  Y.,  who,  on  Che  16th,  in 
the  evening,  sent,  in  Mr.  Gerry's  absence  from  his 
lodgings,  a  billet,  as  follows:  "M.  Y.  has  the 
honor  to  present  his  respects  to  Mr.  Gierry,  and  to 
inform  him  that  he  will  have  the  honor  to  wait 
on  him  to-morrow  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  Co  go 
together  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations.  He 
is,  with  reaped.,"  &c.  On  the  morning  of  the  17th, 
M.  Y.  came  in  while  Mr.  Gerry  was  at  breakfast 
not  having  received  an  answer  to  his  note;  and 
Mr.  Marahall  coming  in,  M.  Y.  took  him  aside, 
and  conferred  with  him  a  considerable  time;  after 
which,  the  former  and  the  rest  of  the  family  left 
the  room:  and  M.  Y.  and  Mr.  Gerry  being  toge- 
ther, Mr.  Gerry  told  him  that  his  object  in  see- 
ing M.  Talleyrand  was  to  return  a  civility,  by  re- 
questing him  to  fix  a  day  for  dining  with  Mr.  G. 
who  intended  to  invite  bis  colleagues;  by  thia 
interview  to  promoCe,  if  possible,  a  better  under- 
standing between  Che  Minister  and  che  American 
Envoys.  And  Mr.  Q.  also  proposed  to  confer  with 
the  Minister  on  the  disagreeable  situation  the  En- 
voys were  in,  and  to  state  to  him  some  reports 
which  appear  to  be  founded,  respecting  a  propo- 
sition before  the  Directory  for  sending  off  all 
Americans  in  a  short  period ;  hut  Mr.  Gerry  add- 
ed that  he  could  not  near  a  word  on  the  subject 
of  a  mission,  or  the  preliminaries  Co  a  negotiation, 
as  the  Envoyshad  determined  unanimously  against 
any  informal  commuoicationa  on  the  subject.  M. 
Y.  in  answer,  said  that  Mr.  Marshall  had  just 
heard  him  on  a  subject  of  this  kind,  and  that  we 
might  consider  it,  as  he  did,  merely  as  a  conversa- 
tion between  aurselven.  He  then  sUted  that  two 
measures,  which  M.  Talleyrand  proposed,  being 
adopted,  a  restoration  of  friendship  between  the 
Republics  would  fallow  immediately:  the  one 
was  a  gratuity  of  fif^y  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
the  other  a  purchase  of  tfairty-two  milliotu  of  the ' 
Dutch  rescnptions ;  that,  as  to  the  first,  M.  de  Bean- 
marehais  had  recovered,  in  a  cause  depending  in 
Virginia,  between  that  State  and  himself,  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  thousand  pounds  sterling ;  that 
there  was  an  appeal  from  the  judgment ;  that  he 
would  sign  an  act  to  relinquish  forty-five  thousand 
pounds,  if  the  whole  should  be  finally  recovered, 
leaving  only  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  forhim- 
self;  that  the  forty-five  thousand  pounds  might 
accrue  to  the  United  States,  who  would,  in  that 
case,  lose  but  a  small  part  of  the  fifty  thousand 
pounds;  that  the  pnrctiase  of  sixteen  millions  of 
reseriptions  would  amount  to  but  one  million  three 
hundred  and  thirty-three  thousand  [pounds,!  six 
shillings  and  eight  pence  sterling,  which^  with  an 
interest  of  five  per  cent.,  would  be  certainly  paid 
by  the  Government  of  Holland  to  the  United 
States,and  leave  them  without  any  loas;  that  more 


.dbyGoogle 


Relationt  mlh  Frtmce. 


Uun  half  iha  sum  may  now  b«  hired  in  Holland, 
OD  the  credit  of  the  reEcriplioDs,  aod  an  easy  ar- 
rangemeni  be  made  for  paysaem,  hy  shoii  iniial- 
ments,  which  might  he  obtained  also  by  a  loan; 
itiKt  it  vas  worthy  the  atteotion  of  the  Envoys  to 
consider  vhetber  oy  so  small  a  sacrifice  they  would 
establish  a  peace  with  Fraoce,  or  nheiher  ibey 
would  risk  the  coDseqieoces ;  that,  if  oolhiog  cuuld 
be  done  by  ihe  Envoys,  arraiigements  would  be 
mideforlhwilh  to  ravage  the  coasts  of  ihe  Unilfd 
States  by  fri^tes  from  St.  Domingo;  that  small 
States,  which  had  oSended  France,  were  suffering 
by  it;  that  Hamburg,  and  other  cities  in  that 
quarter,  would,  within  a  month  or  two,  have  their 
Oovemments  changed ;  that  Switzerland  would 
iindereo  the  same  operaiion;  end  that  Portugal 
would  probably  be  in  a  worse  predicament ;  that 
the  expedition  against  England  would  be  certainly 

Snued ;  and  tbat  the  present  period  was  the  most 
roniUe,  if  we  wished  lo  adopt  any  measure  for 
a  pacification.  Mr.  Oeny,  in  answer,  said  that,  if 
the  French  were  disposed  to  puteue  with  ven- 
geance the  United  States,  they  might,  perhaps,  rav- 
age their  coasts,  and  injiire  them  in  this  way,  but 
they  never  could  subdue  them :  the  measure  be 
thought  utterly  impracticable,  even  if  attempted 
by  France  and  her  allies.  To  which  M.  Y.  assent- 
ed. Mr.  Gerry  observed,  further,  that  the  ravages 
alluded  to  would  undoubtedly  closely  connect  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  prevent  the 
former  from  returning  to  the  friendship  which 
they  bare  ever  had  for  France ;  that,  as  to  the  pro- 
poMlion:),  he  should  express  do  opinion  on  ihem ; 
that  his  siiuaiion,  and  that  of  his  colleagues,  was 
extremely  difficult ;  that  the  Directory  were  exclu- 
sively prejudiced  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  considered  them  as  the  friends 
of  Great  Britain;  that,  if  the  Envoys  could  have 
an  npjiortuDlty  of  being  heard,  they  could  remove 
nich  impressions,  and  show  tbat  the  Government 
were  the  friends  of  France  as  much  as  of  Great 
Briuin ;  but  that  the  Envoys  were  now  in  the  most 
paisfal  situation;  that  they  were  Heated  in  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe,  and  ol  the  American  Oovem- 
ment  and  nation,  with  the  utmost  contempt,  and 
were  submitting  to  indignities  wliich  tlkey  could 
not  reconcile  to  their  feelines,  or  justify  to  their 
eoDstitueuis.  M.  Y.  said  t&ai  the  observations 
were  just,  but  that  the  American  Envoys  had  not 
expurie need  worse  treatment  than  other  Ministers, 
nor  indeed  as  bad ;  that  the  Envoy  of  Portugal 
was  again  ordered  to  depart;  and  that  but  little 
ceremony  was  observed  to  the  Envoys  in  general. 
H.  Y.  and  Mr.  Gerry  then  took  a  ride  to  M.  Tal- 
leyrand's bureau,  who  received  them  politely ;  and 
after  being  seated,  Mr.  Gerry  observed  to  M.  Tal- 
leyrand, in  English,  slowly,  that  M.  Y.  had  staled 
to  bim  that  mornino;  some  propositions  as  coming 
from  M.  Talleyrand,  respecting  which  Mr.  Gerry, 
could  give  no  opinion ;  that  his  object  at  this  in- 
terview was  to  requem  of  him  information  whether 
he  would  fix  a  time  for  taking  a  dinner  with  Mr. 
Gerry,  at  which  b«  proposed  lo  invite  bis  col- 
leagues; that  he  wished  for  more  frequent  inter- 
viewiofiome  kind  orother  between  himself  and  the 
BiBToyB,  conceiving  that  many  imaginary  difficul- 


ties wbich  obstructed  the  nesi 

ish  by  this  means,  and  that  tnose  which 


;otiation  would  vaa- 


would  be  surmounted ;  tba[,conceivingthedelicate 
part  which  the  Minister  of  France  had  to  act  at 
this  time,  be  did  not  wish  M.  Talleyrand  to  accept 
the  invitation,  if  it  would  subject  him  to  inconve- 
niences; that  he  wished  to  speak  on  another  sub- 
ject, and  it  was  painful  to  him  to  acknowledge  that 
the  precarious  situation  of  the  Envoys  was  such, 
as  to  render  it  impossible  for  thnn  to  take  measures 
for  decent  arrangements ;  that,  a  short  time  since^ 
he  had  supposed  measures  were  taking  a  favorable 
turn,  but  that  lately  he  had  received, from  various 
quarters,  information  of  a  report  made  by  the  Min* 
ister  of  the  Interior,  and  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Directory,  for  sending  all  Americans  from 
Paris  in  twenty-four  boors ;  that  be  could  not  be 
responsible  for  the  truth  of  tbe  information,  but  it 
appeared  to  him,  as  well  from  the  various  quarters 
from  which  it  came,  as  from  tbe  intelligence  of 
the  persons  who  gave  it,  to  be  highly  probable ; 
that,  if  this  was  the  case,  it  was  unnecessary  for 
Ihe  Directory,  as  he  conceived,  to  pass  any  arrit. 
as  it  respected  the  Envoys,  for  that  ibey  would 
depart  from  Paris  whenever  it  was  hinted  as  the 
wish  of  the  Directory  ;  that,  for  his  own  part,  be 
should  feel  more  at  ease,  until  we  were  received, 
to  reside  in  a  city  of  some  other  nation  than  that 
of  France ;  and  to  return  to  Paris  on  notice  that 
the  Directory  were  disposed  to  open  the  n^oii- 
alioD.  M.  Talleyrand  appeared  to  be  very  uneasy 
at  this  declaration,  but  avoided  saying  a  word  on 
it.  He  said  that  the  information  M.  Y.  had  given 
me  was  juit.  and  might  always  be  relied  on,  hat 
that  he  would  reduce  to  writing  his  jwoposi lions, 
which  he  accordingly  did ;  ond  after  he  bad  shown 
them  lo  Mr.  Gerry,  he  burnt  the  paper.  Tbe  sob- 
stance  was  as  follows.    [See  No.  1,  belowj 

He  then  said  that  he  accepted  of  the  invitation ; 
that  be  would  dine  with  him  the  decade  after  the 
present,  in  which  he  was  engaged. 

Mr.  Gerrjr  did  not  repeat  all  that  he  bad  rwi  to 
M.  Y.,  having  no  douot  he  would  communicate 
the  whole  to  M.  Talleyrand  ;  and  after  expressing 
a  friendship  for  the  French  Republic,  and  a  warm 
desire  to  renew  the  former  attachment  of  tbe  two 
Republics,  which  M.  Talleyrand  warnnly  recip- 
rocated. Mr.  Gerry  bade  M.  Talleyrand  adieu,  leav- 
ing with  him  M.  Y. 

No.  1. 

That  the  Envoys  should  come  forward  gener- 
ally, and  say : 

"  Fiance  has  been  serviceable  to  the  United 
States,  and  now  they  wish  to  be  serviceable  to 
France.  Understanding  that  the  French  Repub- 
lic has  sixteen  millions  of  Dutch  rescripLions  to 
sell,  the  United  States  will  purchase  them  at  par, 
and  will  give  her  further  assistance  when  ia  their 

"  The  first  arrangement  being  made,  the  Freocb 
Government, will  take  measures  for  reimbursitg 
the  equitable  demands  of  America  arinug  fnaa 
prizes,  and  to  give  free  navigation  to  their  *bips 
ID  future."  • 
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Oenikaun  of  tin  Senate,  and 

Gtntkmeit  a/  the  HouM  of  Rqtreientativee ; 

<pies  of  ill  thi 


leceived  since  their  UTiral  io  Paris,  excepiiag 
ihose  before  presented  by  me  to  both  Houses. 
JOHN  ADAMS. 

No.  6. 

Paris,  FArvary  7, 1798. 

Dear  Sir:  We  transmit  to  fou,  id  Ibis  enclo- 
sure, oar  last  letter  to  the  Minister  of  Forpign 
RelatioDB.  Though  dated  tbe  17th  ult.,  it  was 
DDt,  on  account  ofihe  lime  taken  to  iraoslale  so 
long  a  letter,  delivered  till  the  31st.  In  our  com- 
munications here,  altbough  we  have,  agreeably  to 
your  insiTDCtions,  written  io  our  own  langaige, 
we  have  at  the  same  time  taken  the  precaution, 
icsi  OUT  meaning  should  be  misrepreseDted  or  mis- 
understood, to  accompany  them  with  an  accurate 
tianslatioD.  We  hare  not  yet  received  any  aa- 
tirer  to  this  communication,  and  should  no  aoiiee 
be  taken  of  it  in  a  few  days,  we  shall  apply  io  a 
more  explicit  manner  for  out  passports. 

The  councils  have  passed  the  decree  mentioned 
in  No.  5.  as  having  been  recommended  by  the 
Directory,  to  capture  aod  condemn  all  neutral 
ves.sels  laden  in  part,  or  in  whole,  with  the  manu- 
ftciures  or  productions  of  England,  or  its  posses- 
sions. We  enclose  you  the  official  copy  of  the 
report  on  that  subject,  and  shall  represent  to  this 
Oovernment  the  injustice  and  injury  which  it 
must  inevitably  occaaion  us. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

CHARLES  C.  PINCKNET, 
J.  MARSHALL, 
E.  GERRY, 

Colonel  PicKBHiHO, 

SecTttary  of  the  United  Statet. 

To  the  MiniMer  of  Foreign  A&in  of  the  French  Be- 

CiTtzBN  MtNisTBR:  The  undersigned,  Miois- 
ten  PleniHrtentiary  and  Envoys  Eitraordinarv 
from  the  United  States  of  America  to  tbe  French 
Republic,  have  been  hitherto  restrained,  by  the 
eipeetatioa  of  entering  on  the  objects  of  their 
mission  in  the  forms  usual  among  natioDi,  from  ; 
addressing  Io  the  Executive  Directory,  through  i 
you,  ihoae  eiplanaiioQa  and  reclamations  with  ' 
which  they  are  charged  by  the  Oovernment  they 
reiiresent.  If  this  expeclation  is  to  be  relin- 
quished, yet  the  unfeigned  wish  of  the  United 
States  to  reitore  that  harmony  between  the  two 
Republics,  which  they  have  so  unremittingly 
soui^hi  to  preserve,  renders  it  the  duty  of  the  un- 
dersigned to  lay  befor*  the  Oovernment  of  France, 
Iwwever  infonual  the  communication  may  be 
detmed,  tome  considerations,  in  addilioa  Io  those 
heretofore  subinilied,  relative  to  the  lubsistiDg 
differeaeea  between  the  two  nationa. 


Openly  and  repeatedly  have  France  and  Amer- 
ica interchanged  vn equivocal  testimoniaJs  of  re- 
ciprocal regard.  These  teiiimonials  were  given 
by  the  United  States,  with  ail  the  ardor  and  sin- 
ci-rity  of  youth.  It  is  tiill  believed  that,  on  the 
part  of  France,  they  were  likewise  the  oflspring 
of  real  esteem.  They  were  considered  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic  as  evidencina-  a  mutua) 
friendship,  to  be  as  durable  as  tbe  RBpuUics  them- 
selves. Unhappily  tbe  scene  is  chansed,  and 
America  looks  ronnd  in  vain  for  tbe  aUy  or  the 
friend.  The  contrast,  both  of  tangnage  and  of 
conduct,  which  the  present  ro  avowedly  exhibit* 
loa  portion  of  the  past,  has  been  repeatedly  attrib- 
uted by  France  to  a  diapositioo  aUeged  to  exist  in 
the  Oovernmenl  of  (he  United  States,  unfriendly 
to  this  Republic,  and  partial  towards  its  en emiea. 

That  Oovernment.  astonished  at  a  reproach  so 
unfounded  in  fact,  so  contradicted  by  its  declara> 
tions  and  its  conduct,  could  Karcely  consider  the 
charge  as  serious,  and  has  ever  eheriihed  the 
hope  that  a  candid  review  of  iis  conduct,  foondad 
on  the  documents  and  aided  by  the  a^umenia 
with  which  the  Executive  Directory  has  Men  fur- 
nished, would  have  reccued  it  from  tbe  injuriout 
suspicion.  This  hope  seems  not  to  have  been 
The  undersigned,  therefore,  deem  it 


the  cause  which  is  alleged  to  have  pro- 
duced the  injuries  of  which  they  complain.  With 
'''  view,  tney  pray  the  aiieniion  of  tbe  Execu- 
Direclory  to  a  serious  and  candid  reconsider- 
1  of  the  leadioE  measares  adopted  by  the 
Oovernment  of  the  United  States,  and  they  per- 
suade themselves  tbaC,  however  various  and  mul- 
tiplied the  channels  may  be  through  which  mis- 
information, concerning  the  disposition  of  that 
Oovernment.  may  have  been  received,  yel  tbis 
reconsideration  must  remove  nnfoimdea  preju- 
dices, and  entirety  exculpate  the  American  nation 
from  an  accusation  it  knows  to  be  unfounded, and 
o  be  supported  by  no  single  fact, 
that  war,  which  has  been  waged  with 
such  unparalleled  fury,  which,  in  its  vast  viciasi- 
if  fortnne,  has  alternately  threatened  the 
very  existence  of  the  conflicting  parties,  but  which, 
in  its  progress,  has  surrounded  France  with  splen- 
dor, and  added  still  more  lo  her  glory  than  to  her 
territory ;  when  that  war  first  involved  thoae 
nations  with  whom  the  United  Stales  were  is 
habits  of  friendly  intercoorse,  it  became  incum- 
bent on  their  Ctovernment  to  examine  their  sitoa- 
tioD,  their  connexions,  and  their  dntiei.  Amerioa 
fonnd  herself  at  peace  with  all  the  belligerent 
Powers;  she  was  connected  with  some  of  them  by 
treaties  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  with  Pranee 
by  a  treaty  of  alliance  alto.  These  several  trea- 
ties were  considered  with  the  most  serious  atten- 
lion.  and  with  a  sincere  with  to  determine,  t^ 
fair  construction,  theobligations  which  they  really 
imposed.  The  result  of  this  inquiry  was  a  foQ 
eonvietion  that  her  engagements  by  no  meuu 
bound  her  to  take  part  in  the  war,  but  left  her  so 
far  the  mistress  of  her  own  conduct  as  to  be  at 
perfect  liberty  to  obrcrve  a  system  of  real  nm- 
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trstity.  It  is  deemed  uDnecessary  to  analyze  (hose 
treaties,  in  order  to  support  the  propriety  of  this 
decision,  because  it  is  not  recollected  ever  to  have 
been  quesiiooed,  and  is  believed  not  lo  admit  of 

Being  bound  by  no  doty  to  enter  into  the  war, 
the  Gorernraent  of  the  United  Slates  coaceived 
itself  bound  by  duties  the  most  sacred  to  abstain 
from  it.  Cotitemplating  mao,  even  in  a  different 
society,  as  tbe  natural  friend  of  man,  a  state  of 
peace,  ibough  uoEtipulated  by  treaty,  was  consid- 
ered as  imposing  obligalions  not  to  be  wantonly 
violated. 

These  obligations,  created  by  the  laws  of  nature, 
W«re  in  some  instances  strengthened  by  solemn 
existing  engttgements,  of  which  good  faith  re- 
quired  a  religious  obserTaoce. 

To  a  sense  of  moral  right,  other  considerations 
of  the  greatest  magnitude  were  added,  which  for- 
bade the  Qovernment  of  the  United  Stales  to 
plunge  them  unnecessarily  into  the  miseries  of 
the  uoodr  conflict  then  commencing.  The  great 
tULttoni  or  Europe,  either  impelled  by  anibtiionor 
by  existing  or  rapposed  political  interests,  peculiar 
to  themseTves,  have  consumed  more  than  a  third 
of  the  present  century  in  wars.  Whatever  causes 
may  have  produced  so  afflicting  an  evil,  they  can- 
not De  supposed  to  have  been  entirely  extinguished, 
and  humanity  can  scarcely  Indulge  the  hope,  that 
the  temper  er  condition  of  man  is  so  altered  as  to 
exempt  the  next  century  from  the  ills  of  the  past. 
Strong  fortifications,  powerful  navies,  immenie 
armies,  the  accumulated  wealth  of  ages,  and  a 
full  population,  enable  the  nations  of^urope  to 
support  those  wars  in  which  they  are  induced  to 
engage,  by  motives  which  they  deem  adequate, 
and  by  interests  exclusively  their  own.  In  all  re^ 
mcts  different  is  the  situation  of  the  United 
States;  possessed  of  an  exceDsive  unsettled  terri- 
tory, on  which  bountiful  nature  has  bestowed, 
with  a  lavish  hand,  all  (he  capacities  for  future 
legitimate  greatness,  they  indulge  no  thirst  for  ' 
conquest,  no  ambition  for  the  extension  of  their 
limils.  Encircled  by  no  dangerous  Powers  they 
neither  fear  not  are  jealous  of  their  neighbors, 
and  are  not,  on  that  account,  obliged  to  arm  for 
their  own  safety.  -Separated  from  Europe  by  a 
vast  and  friendly  ocean,  they  are  but  remotely,  if 
at  all,  affected  ty  those  interests  which  agitate 
and  influence  this  portion  of  the  globe.  Thus 
cucumstanced,  (hey  have  no  motive  for  a  volun- 
tary war ;  on  the  contrary,  the  most  powerful  con- 
■iderations  urge  them  to  avoid  it.  An  extensive 
and  undefended  commerce,  peculiarly  necessary 
to  a  nation  which  does  not  manufacture  for  itself, 
which  is,  and  for  a  long  time  to  come  will  be, 
almost  exclusively  agricultural,  would  have  been 
its  immediate  and  cenain  victim.  The  surplus 
piod ace  of  their  labor  must  have  perished  on  tneir 
Wids,  and  (hat  increase  of  population  so  essential 
to  a  young  country,  must,  with  their  prosperity, 
have  sustained  a  serious  check.  Their  exertions, 
too,  would  not  have  been  considerable,  unless  the 
war  had  been  transferred  to  their  own  bosora. 

Great  as  are  the  means  and  resources  of  the 
United  States  for  self-defence,  it  is  only  in  self- 


defence  thnt  those  resources  can  be  completely 
isplayed.  Neither  (he  genius  of  the  nation,  nor 
le  state  of  its  finaiices,  admit  of  calling  its  citi- 
ens  from  the  plough,  but  to  defend  their  own 
..berty  atid  their  own  firesides.  How  criminal 
must  have  been  that  Government  which  could 
have  plunged  i(s  conMituents  into  a  war,  to  which 
they  were  neither  impelled  by  duty  nor  solicited 
by  interest^  in  which  they  committed  so  much  to 
hazard,  in  which  they  must  suffer,  in  order  to  act 
efficiently^  and  could  only  display  their  energy  in 
repelling  invasion  I  But  motives  still  more  pow- 
erful than  ihe  calamities  of  the  moment  hare 
iufluenced  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
It  was,  perhaps,  impassible  to  have  engaged 
voiuularily  in  the  existing  conflict,  without  launch' 
ins  into  the  almost  boundless  ocean  of  European 
politics;  without  eantracling  habits  of  national 
conduct,  and  formiog  close  political  connexioos, 
which  must  have  compromitted  the  future  peace 
of  the  nation,  and  have  involved  it  in  all  the  fu- 
ture quarrels  of  Europe.  A  long  train  of  armies. 
debts,  and  taxes,  checking  the  growth,  diminish- 
ing the  happiness,  and  perhaps  endangering  the 
liberty  of  the  United  States,  most  have  followed 
the  adoption  of  such  a  system.  And  for  what 
purpose  should  it  have  been  adopted?  For  what 
purpose  should  America  thus  burden  herself  with 
ihe  conflicts  of  Europe?  Not  to  comply  with 
any  eugagements  she  has  formed ;  not  lo  promote 
her  own  views,  her  own  objects,  her  own  happi- 
ness, or  her  own  safety ;  but  to  move  as  a  satel- 
lite around  some  greater  planet,  whose  laws  she 
must  of  necessity  obey.  In  addition  to  these 
weiffbtyconsideiations,  It  was  believed  that  Prance 
would  derive  more  benefit  from  the  neutrality  of 
America  than  from  her  becoming  a  party  in  the 

The  determioadoD,  then,  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  to  preserve  that  neutral  station 
which  the  war  found  them,  far  from  manifest- 
;  a  partiality  for  (he  enemies  of  France,  was 
ly  a  measure  of  justice  (o  itself  and  to  others, 
and  did  not  even  derogate  from  that  predilection 
for  (his  Republic  which  it  has  so  repeatedly  ex- 
pressed and  displayed.  Having  avowed  this  de- 
termination, increased  motives  of  honor  and  of 
duty  commanded  its  faithful  observance.  It  is 
not  a  principle  which  remains  now  to  be  settled, 
that  a  fraudulent  neatratiiy  is  no  neutrality  at  all, 
and  that  the  nation  which  would  be  admitted  to 
its  privileges,  mu^t  also  perform  tbe  duties  it  en- 
joins.  Had  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
declaring  itself  neutral,  indulged  its  partialities  by 
granting  favors  unstipulated  by  treaty  to  one  of 
(be  belligerent  Powers,  which  it  refused  to  another, 
it  could  no  longer  have  claimed  the  immunities  of 
a  situation  of  which  the  obligations  were  forgot- 
ten ;  it  would  have  become  a  party  to  the  war  as 
certainly  as  if  war  had  been  openly  and  formally 
declnretf,  and  it  would  have  added  to  the  madness 
of  wantonly  engaging  in  such  a  hazardous  con- 
flict, the  dishonor  of  insincere  and  fraudulent  con- 
duct ;  it  would  have  attained,  circuitously,  an 
object  which  it  could  not  plainly  avow  or  directly 
pursue,  and  would  have  tricked  the  people  Of  the- 
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Uuiied  States  into  ■  wir  which  it  could  Dot  vea- 
tnreopeDly  to  declare, 
li  was  matter  of  renl  delight  10  the  Qorera- 

mnt  and  people  of  America,  to  be  informed  that 
France  did  not  wish  to  intenupt  (he  peace  the)' 
Bi joyed. 

The  undersigned  have  beeD  itiduced  to  rest 
npoD  ibis  first  ueeeEsarv  and  decisive  step,  taken 
by  their  Goveiaoienl,  although  lis  propriety  may 
Ml  be  cootroverted,  from  a  conviction,  that  if  the 
tight  of  (he  United  States  to  observe  a  fair  and 
hoaest  neutrality  be  established,  the  general 
charges  of  an  unfriendly  disposition,  made  against 
them  by  France,  must  be  retioquished,  because 
the  facts,  by  which  those  cliarees  are  supported, 
will  be  found  to  have  grown  mevilably  out  of 


!  was  accompanied  by  auolher, 
vhich,  in  repelling  so  asioniahiog  a  charge  as  par- 
tiality for  tbe  enemies  of  France,  deserves  to  be 
uiiiced.  Soon  after  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  noliGed  to  its  citizens  the  duties 
irhich  its  neutrality  enjoined,  Mr.  Genet,  the  first 
Uioisier  from  this  Republic,  arrived  at  Fhiladel- 
jihia;  although  his  conduct  had  been  such  aa  to 
give  cause  for  serious  alarm;  although  before  he 
was  even  acknowledged  as  a  Minisier,  or  bad 
leacbed  the  authority  which  could  inspect  his 
credentials,  he  had  assumed  the  functions  of  the 
GovemmeDt  to  which  be  was  deputed,  yet  that 
Garernrnenl  resolved  to  see  in  him  only  the  rep- 
leseDtative  of  a  Republic,  to  which  it  was  ain- 
Mtely  attached,  gave  him  the  same  warm  and 
Gocdial  reception  which  he  had  eiperjeoced  from 
its  citizens,  without  a  single  exception,  from 
Charleston  to  Philadelphia.  The  then  situation 
of  France  deserves  lo  be  remembered. 

While  the  recollection  adds,  Citizen  Minister, 
10  ihe  glory  with  which  your  nation  is  encircled, 
ittsUblishes  the  sincerity  of  the  United  States. 

The  most  formidable  combioation  the  world 
had  ever  seen  threatened  the  ezterminalionof  this 
Republic.  Austria,  Germany,  Prussia,  Britain, 
Spaia, Holland, and  Sardinia, were  inarmsagaiost 
France,  and  Russia  was  leagued  in  the  coalition. 
Nor  was  this  aU.  The  Republic,  distracted  by 
internal  divisions,  contaiaed  numerous  enemies 
viihia  its  own  bosom,  and  a  considerable  portion 
of  its  proper  force  was  arrayed  against  itself.  In 
iBch  a  state  of  things,  the  most  sanguine  might 
ieir,  and  the  most  ardent  hesitate.  Confident  in 
■heir  strength,  and  relying  on  success,  the  coa- 
lesced Powers  sought  to  arm,  in  their  cause,  tbe 
residue  of  the  world,  and  deemed  it  criminal  to 
acknotrledge  the  sovereignty  of  the  Republic. 
The  nations  of  Europe,  even  those  who  had  not 
enitted  into  the  contest,  were  either  themselves 
unwilling  to  acknowledge  this  sovereignty,  or 
were  deterred  by  l^ar  from  doing  so.  Had  the 
panialities  of  Acnerica  been  afrainst  France,  ibis 
eniaple  would  have  been  followed.  According 
«i  the  rales  of  ordinary  calculation,  Ihe  measure 
would  have  been  safe,  and  consequently  a  Gov- 
etament,  feeling  ibe  attachments  now  so  unjustly 
attributed  to  that  of  the  United  States,  would 
hare  iodieated  tlioae  attachments  by  its  adoption. 


Far  from  pursuing  such  a  sysiein,  the  United 
States,  unawed  by  the  streogih  of  the  coalition, 
received  with  open  arms  the  Minister  of  this  Re- 
public, acknowledged  with  enthusiasm  the  Gov- 
erument  which  had  deputed  him,  overlooked  his 
extraordinary  attacks  on  their  sovereignly,  and 
manifested  a  cardial  friendship  for  bis  nation,  and 

Scarcely  were  the  first  ceremonies  of  his  recep- 
on  over,  when  Mr.  Genet  displayed  a  dispositioiL 
to  usurp  and  exercise  within  the  United  States, 
the  choicest  and  most  important  duties  and  pow- 
of  sovereignty.  He  claimed  the  privileges  of 
ling  and  embodying  the  citizens  of  America 
within  iheir  own  territory,  lo  cany  on  from  thence 
expeditious  aea  in  St  nations  with  whom  they  were- 
at  peace  1  offitting  out  and  equipping,  within 
their  limits,  privateers,  lo  cruise  on  a  commerce 
destined  for  tneir  ports;  of  erecting  within  their 
jurisdiction  an  independcnl  judiciary,  aad  of  ar- 
raigning their  Government  at  the  bar  of  the  peo- 
ple. Tne  undersigned  will  not  ask  in  what  man* 
France  would  have  treated  any  foreign  Min- 
r  who  should  have  dared  so  to  conduct  him- 
self towards  this  Republic  ?  But  in  what  man- 
ner would  the  American  Government  have  treated 
such  a  Minister,  if  ibe  representative  of  a  nation 
it  viewed  with  coldness  or  even  indifierence?  Ill 
what  manner  would  it  have  treated  him^  had  he 
been  the  representative  of  any  other  nation  than 
France?  No  man  acquainted  with  that  Govern- 
ment can  doubt  how  these  inquiries  ought  to  be 
answered.  From  the  Minister  of  France  alone 
could  this  extraordinary  conduct  be  borne  with 
temper.  To  have  continued  to  bear  il,  without 
perceiving  and  feeling  its  extreme  impropriety, 
would  have  been  to  have  merited  the  contempt  as 
well  of  France  as  of  the  other  Powers  of^  the 
earth.  The  Ooveinment  of  the  United  Stales  did 
feel  it ;  but  far  from  transferring  to  his  nation  that 
resentment  which  such  conduct  could  not  fail  to 
excite,  it  distinguished  strongly  between  theOov- 
ernment  and  its  Minister,  and  the  representationH 
it  made  were  in  the  language  of  a  friend  afflicted^ 
but  not  irritated,  by  the  injuries  it  complained  of. 
The  recall  of  that  Minister  was  received  with 
universal  joy,  as  a  confirmation  that  his  whole 
system  of  conduct,  was  attributable  only  to  him- 
self, and  not  even  Ihe  publication  of  his  private 
instructions  could  persuade  the  American  Gov- 
ernment lo  ascribe  any  part  of  it  to  this  Riepublic. 
At  ihe  same  time  the  exertions  of  the  United 
States  to  pay  up  the  arrearages  of  their  debt  to 
France,  which  had  been  unavoidably  permitled  lo 
accumulate,  their  disinterested  and  liberal  advan- 
ces to  the  sufferers  of  St.  Domingo,  thrown  sud- 
denly upon  ihem,  without  provisions  or  money, 
whose  recommendation  was,  that  they  were 
Frenchmen  and  unfortunate;  the  perseverence 
with  which  ihey  apologized  for  and  ascribed  any 
occasional  injuries  they  sustained  to  ihe  force  of 
circumstances;  the  interest  which  they  continued 
openly  lo  take  in  all  the  fortunes  of  this  Re- 
public, manifested  partialities  of  a  very  different 
sort  from  those  which  have  been  so  unjustly  at- 
tributed to  them. 
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At  this  period,  loo,  a  great  principle  was  brouglit 
into  discussion,  ihe  dispassionate  coDsiderBtioo  of 
which  is  esseniial  to  the  fair  estimaie  of  the 
charges  made  by  France  against  the  Government 
of  the  United  States.  The  property  of  French 
citizens  was  taken  by  British  cruisers  and  ships  of 
war,  out  of  Americaa  bottoms,  and  the  American 
<JoTercineDl  submitted  to  the  practice.  The  pro- 
priety of  submitting  to  it  depends  entirely  t>n  the 
Jiaked  right  of  the  captors,  under  the  existing cir- 
«orastances  of  (he  case,  to  eiercise  such  a  power, 
The  circomstaaces  were  these:  Id  the  Treaty  of 
Commerce  made  between  Prance  and  the  United 
States  in  February,  1776,  it  was  stipulated,  in  sub- 
stance, that  neither  party  should  take  out  of  the 
TCBsels  of  the  other  the  gtiods  of  its  enemy,  but 
that  the  character  of  the  bottom  should  be  impart- 
ed to  its  cargo.  With  England  the  United  States 
had  made  no  stipulation  on  the  subject. 

It  follows,  (hen,  that  the  rights  of  England,  be- 
ing neither  diminished  nor  increased  by  compact, 
remained  precisely  in  their  natural  slate,  and  were 
to  he  ascertained  hy  some  pre^-ezisting  ack now- 
ledged  principle. 

This  principle  is  to  be  searched  for  in  the  law 
of  nations.  That  law  forms,  independent  of  com- 
pact, a  rule  of  action  by  which  the  sovereigns  of 
the  civilized  world  consent  to  be  govern^.  It 
prescribes  what  one  nation  may  do  without  giving 
fjM  cause  of  war,  and  what,  of  consequence,  an- 
other may  and  ought  to  permit,  without  being 
considered  as  having  sacri6ced  its  honor,  its  dig- 
DJly,  or  its  independence. 

What,  then,  is  the  doctrine  of  the  law  of  oa- 
tkms  on  this  subject?  Do  neutral  bottoms  of 
right,  and  independent  of  particular  compact,  pro- 
tect hostile  goods  1  The  question  is  to  be  con- 
sidered on  its  mere  right,  uninfluenced  by  the 
wishes  or  the  interests  of  a  neutral  or  belligerent 

It  is  a  general  rule,  that  war  gives  to  a  bellige- 
rent Power  a  right  to  seize  and  confiscate  the 
goods  of  his  enemy.  However  humanity  may  de- 
plore the  application  of  this  principle,  there  is, 
perhaps,  no  one  to  which  man  has  more  uni- 
Tersally  assented,  or  to  which  jurists  tuve  more 
umifnrmly  agreed.  Its  theory  and  its  practice 
have  unhappily  been  maintained  in  all  ages.  This 
right,  then,  may  be  eiercised  on  the  goods  of  an 
eneroy  wherever  fonnd,  unless  opposed  to  some 
superior  right.  It  yields  by  common  consent  to 
the  superior  right  of  a  neutral  nation  to  protect, 
by  virtue  of  its  sovereignty,  the  ^oods  of  either  of 
the  belligerent  Powers,  found  within  its  jurisdic- 
tion. Bui  can  this  right  of  protection,  admitted 
to  be  possessed  by  every  Government  within  its 
mere  limits,  in  virtue  of  its  absolute  sovereignty, 
be  communicated  to  a  vessel  navigating  the  nigh 

It  is  supposed  that  it  cannot 
ed ;  because  the  ocean  being 
tions,  no  absolute  soverdgnty  can  be  acquired  in 
iV  The  rights  of  all  are  equal,  and  must  neces- 
sarily checK,  limit,  and  restrain  each  other.  The 
■uperifir  right  iberetore,  of  absolute  soverei^ty, 
to  protect  all  property  within  its  own  territory. 


I  ceases  to  be  superior  when  the  property  is  oo 
longer  within  ils  own  tern  to  ry,  and  may  be  eo- 
countered  by  the  opposing  acknowledged  right  of 
a  belligerent  Power  to  seize  and  confiscate  ih( 
goods  of  his  enemy.  If  the  belligerent  permits 
the  neutral  to  attempt,  without  hazard  to  himieU'. 
thus  to  serve  and  aid  his  enem^ ,  yet  he  does  noi 
relinquish  the  right  of  defeating  that  allempt 
whenever  it  shall  be  in  his  power  to  defeat  iL 
Thus  it  is  admitted  that  an  armed  vessel  raair  stop 
and  search  at  sea  a  neutral  bottom,  and  ma^  ttkt 
out  goods  which  are  contraband  of  war.  withoui 
giving  cause  of  offence,  or  being  supposed  in  any 
degree  to  infringe  neutral  rights.  But  this  prac- 
tice could  not  be  permitted  within  the  riveis,hat- 
bora,  or  other  places  of  a  neutral,  where  Its  sov- 
ereignty was  complete.  It  follows,  then,  that  iht 
full  right  of  affording  protection  to  all  properly 
whatever,  within  ils  own  territory,  which  is  in- 
herent in  every  Government,  is  not  traiuferred  lo 
a  vessel  navigating  the  high  seas.  The  right  oft 
belligerent  over  the  goods  of  his  enemy  within  bii 
reach,  is  as  complete  as  his  rif^ht  over  conttabsnd 
of  war ;  and  it  seems  a  position  not  easily  to  be 
refuted,  that  a  situation  inat  will  not  protect  ilie 
one,  will  not  protect  the  other.  A  neutral  bo^ 
tom,  then,  does  not,  of  right,  in  cases  where  DO 
compact  exists,  protect  from  his  enemy  the  good* 
of  a  belligerent  Power. 

To  this  reasoning,  the  practice  of  nations  has 
conformed,  and  the  common  understandinfc  of 
mankind  seems  to  have  assented.  Vatlei,b.3.i 
115,  says,  positively,  "that  effects  belonging  to  an 
enemy,  found  on  board  a  neutral  ship,  are  seizabt* 
by  the  rights  of  war." 

Vattel  is  believed  to  be  supported  by  the  most 
approved  writers  on  the  same  subject.  It  is  deem- 
ed unnecessary  to  multiply  citations  on  this  pouit. 
because  France  herself  is  supposed  to  have  itt'ii- 
edit.  In  her  maritime  ordonnance  of  the  rear 
1744,  which  is  considered  as  havine  been  in  foict 
in  1778,  enemy  goods  in  neutral  noltoms,  Etnc* 
ratly,  are  declared  liable  lo  seizure  and  conlscs- 
lion.  From  the  operation  of  this  rule  are  ejcepl- 
ed  the  vessels  ot  Denmark  and  the  United  Pt<i-' 
vinces,  to  whom  special  treaties  secured  the  ei- 
ception.  In  the  ordonnance,  too,  of  the  26th  July, 
1778,  the  first  article  of  which  is  coDsidrreJ  U 
forbidding  the  cruisers  of  France  to  stop  and 
bring  into  port  neutral  vessels,  having  on  boara 
the  goods  of  an  enemy,  a  power  is  reserved  lo 
revoke  the  privilege  granted  to  neutrals  by  that 
article,  if  the  enemy  should  not  grant  the  same 
privilege  within  aix  months  from  the  publicatioa 
of  that  regulation.  This  clearly  indicates  a  con- 
viction that  the  exemption  from  the  capture  «i 
the  goods  of  an  enemy,  which  shoold  be  foundco 
board  the  vessel  of  a  neutral  Power,  not  having 
stipulated  such  exemption  by  treaty,  was  a  privi- 
lege granted  by  the  ordonDance,aDalhai  themttt 
revocation  of  the  ordonnance  would  abolish  the 
privilege,  and  restore  the  aoctent  rule.  It  wiU 
not  he  contended  that  France  continued  in  a  long 
course  of  jHaclice  and  of  legislation  opposed  w 
her  own  opinion  of  the  law  oif  nations.  It  mut': 
then,  be  considered  ae  the  opinion  of  France  that, 
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uidei  ihat  lair,  oeutrat  boitonis  afford  no  protec 
lioD  10  ihe  goods  of  an  enemy.  This  principle 
ihos  admitted  tu  have  been  established,  is  ^uppos' 
ti  by  some  lo  have  been  changed  by  the  Armed 
Neutrality.  A  new  law  of  natioDS,  it  is  contend- 
c(L  was  introduced  by  that  con  federation.  Btit 
who  were  the  particE  tu  that  federalioo,  and  what 
wu  its  object  T  The  Northern  maritime  Powers  of 
Europe  united  to  protect,  hy  force,  in  their  own 
tettoms,  during  the  then  existing  war,  the  goods 
of  either  and  o?  all  the  belligerent  Powers.  The 
compact  in  ila  own  nature  waa  confined  with  re- 
specr  to  its  object  and  its  duration.  It  did  not 
puipori  to  change,  nor  could  it  change  perma- 
leutly  and  universally,  the  rights  of  nations  not 
beconiiag  parties  to  it  It  did  indeed  hold  forth 
Ihe  promise  of  future,  more  permanent,  and  more 
geaeral  engagements  for  the  same  object,  but  such 
e^agements  were  never  farmed.  How,  ihep, 
on  (fais  temporary  and  partial  convention  be  coo- 
sdered  as  altering,  radically  and  seneralty,  prin- 
ciples which  have  been  uoiversairy  adopted,  and 
b  tbe  modiScatioQ  of  which  all  have  an  interest  7 
Would  France  herself  admit  that  a  combinaiion. 
uch  as  ihat  which  coosittuted  the  Armed  Neu 


Y  rightfully  change  the  law  of  nations, 
blisha  pew  code  of  universal  oblig i ' - 
n  earth  would 


al^ 

pew  code  of  universal  obligation  7 

Ii  is  believed  tbat  no  nation  on  earth  wou 
{KTFeveringly  oppose  such  an  invasion  of  Its 
ereigfity. 

Tbere  seems,  then,  to  be  no  solid  ground  for 
luiniaining  that  the  general  law  of  nations  has 
bcea  at  all  varied  by  the  Armed  Neutrality. 

It  remains  to  inquire  whether  the  treaties  be- 
tweeo  France  and  the  United  States  pledge  either 
UlioD  to  assert  and  establish  the  principle  that 
Cki  bottoms  make  free  goods. 

Tbe  Treaty  of  Amity  aitd  Commerce,  conelud- 
td  [he  6th  February,  1778,  stipulates  reciprocally 
Tot  [be  right  of  tradins  with,  and  protecting  the 
goods  of,  the  enemy  oi  either  party  in  the  vessels 
«  [he  other,  and  in  turn  surrenders  its  own  goods 
(bund  In  the  vessels  of  an  enemy,  but  it  contains 
M  clause  imposing  on  either  party  the  duty  of 
aieading  the  principle,  or  of  supporting  its  ap- 
plieaiion  to  other  nations.  The  stipulations  of 
that  [retiy  ar«  negative  as  well  as  affirmative. 
Tbey  specify  a?  well  the  disabilities  intended  to 
be  created,  and  the  duties  to  be  imposed,  as  the 
prirlleges  designed  to  be  granted.  Had  ii  been 
mifnded  that  either  nation  should  have  been  bound 
tODuuntain  this  principle  in  its  intercourse  with 
otters,  or  should  have  been  in  any  degree  incapa- 
cilaied  from  prosecuting  freely  that  intercourse, 
without  the  previous  admission  of  the  principle,  a 
stipulation  to  that  effect  would  have  been  made. 
No  such  stipulation  having  been  made,  the  par- 
tieieaDDOt  be  presumed  to  have  intended  it.  In- 
dttiL  ii  would  have  been  madness  in  the  United 
States,  uadec  their  actual  circumstances,  to  liave 
foni«d  such  an  agreement.  There  being  no  ei- 
pKsj  siipulaticMi  to  this  effect,  it  cannot  be  sup- 
posed to  have  been  itaplied.  Nations  fornuiig  a 
sotetnu  compaat,  which  ought  to  regulate  their 
Nndnet  towards  each  other,  which  is  to  be  lesorl- 
td  10  a*  the  ataudard  for  adjusting  their  differen- 


ces, do  not  leave  to  implication  such  delicate  and 
important  points.  Indeed,  if  a  great  principle  not 
mentioned  is  permitted  to  be  implial,  the  object 
of  a  written  agreement,  which  is  ilself  to  evidence 
all  tbe  obligation  it  creates,  is  totally  defeated. 
But  who  is  to  make  the  implication,  and  to  what 
eileot  is  implication  to  be  allowed  1  It  is  very 
easy  to  perceive,  thai  the  doctrine  of  implying  in 
contracts  stipulations  never  formed,  would  de- 
slroy  all  certainly  of  construction,  and  open  a 
boundless  field  of  controverty  to  the  contracting 

It  results  from  the  very  nature  of  a  contract 
which  fffects  the  rights  of  the  parties,  but  not 
of  others,  and  from  the  admission  of  a  general 
rule  of  action,  binding  independept  of  compact, 
which  may  be  changed  by  consent,  but  is  only 
changed  eo  far  as  that  consent  is  actually  given, 
ihat  a  treaty  between  any  two  nations  must  leave 
to  all  others  those  rights  which  the  law  of  nsliona 
acknowledges;  and  must  leave  each  of  the  coo- 
tracling  rartiea  subject  to  the  operation  of  such 
rights.  For  the  truth  of  this  position,  believed  to 
be  so  clear  in  itself,  and  wbien  it  is  supposed  the 
history  of  alt  Europe  will  illustrate,  the  ordon- 
nance  of  1744,  already  quoted,  is  considered  as 
furnishing  an  unequivocal  authority.  By  that  or- 
donnance  the  lawof  nations  is  applied  to  all  those 
neutrals  with  whom  France  had  not  stipulated 
that  the  equality  of  their  bottoms  should  be  im- 
parted to  their  cargoes,  while  those  with  whom 
such  stipulations  had  been  made  are  exempted 
from  the  application  of  the  law. 

The  deaire  of  establishing  universally  the  prin- 
ciple that  neutral  bottoms  shall  maae  neutia) 
goods,  is,  perhaps,  felt  by  no  nation  on  earth  more 
strongly  loan  by  the  United  States.  Perhaps  no 
nation  is  more  deeply  interested  in  its  establish- 
ment. It  is  an  object  they  keep  in  view,  and 
which.  If  not  forced  by  violence  to  abandon  it, 
they  will  pursue  in  such  manner  as  (heir  own 
judgment  may  dictate  as  being  best  calculated  to 
attain  it;  but  the  wish  lo  establish  a  principle  is 
essentially  difierent  from  a  determination  that  it 
is  already  esiablished.  Theinteresis  of  tbe  Unit' 
ed  Statex  could  not  fail  lo  produce  the  wish  :  iheii 
duty  forbid  them  to  indulge  it  when  deciding  on 
a  mere  right.  However  sofici tons  America  might 
be  to  pursue  all  proper  means,  tending  to  obtain 
for  this  principle  the  assent  of  all  or  any  of  tbe 
maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  she  never  conceived 
the  idea  of  obtaining  that  consent  by  force. 

The  United  Slates  will  only  arm  to  defend 
their  own  rights:  neither  their  policy  nor  their 
ioierests  permit  them  to  arm,  In  order  to  compel 
a  surrender  of  the  rights  of  others.  These  and 
other  considerations,  which  have  been  submitted 
to  the  Government  of  France,  produced,  on  the 

Srt  of  the  United  States,  a  deeison,  that  their 
tloms  could  not  of  right  protect  the  goods  of  a 
belligerent  Power  from  an  enemy  not  bound  to 
respect  the  principle.  This  decision  was  founded 
on  the  moat  perfect  conviction  that  it  was  enjoin- 
ed by  tbe  law  of  naiions ;  and  that  good  faith,  re- 
spect for  truth,  and  for  the  duties  of  an  upright  ' 
and  honest  judgment  rendered  it  indispeMaUe. 
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This  convict ioD  remains  unshaken.  If  those  ar- 
ticles, which  still  appear  conclusive  to  the  Ameri- 
eau  GovetnmeDt,  have  not  the  same  operation  on 
the  judgmeal  of  France,  tbcy  must  at  least  besur- 
ficient  to  evince  the  sincerity  with  which  that 
Qovernmenl  has  acted,  and  to  prore  that  its  con- 
duct, io  this  respect,  was  produced  by  a  sense  of 
duly,  and  not  by  any  partiality  for  a  nation  against 
which  it  was,  al  thai  time,  considerably  irritated 
by  other  causes. 

The  uodersigoed,  Citizen  Minister,  rely  too  im- 
plicitly on  your  candor  and  discernmeot,  to  ap- 
prebend  that  you  wUL  estimate  improperly  the 
'■  ■    which,  on  this  essential  point,  have  influ- 


ment  on  this  subject  was  immediately  avowed, 
openly  and  amply  supported  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  the 
then  Secretary  or  State,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Genet, 
dated  the  S4th  July,  1793 ;  and  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Morris,  dated  16ih  August  in  the  same  year.  The 
arguments  which  those  letters  contain,  were  sup- 
posed to  have  satisfied  the  Government  of  France, 
■ince  its  Ministers  in  the  United  Slates  no  longer 
controverted  the  principle  they  supported.  Indeed, 
those  arguments  appeared  too  conclusive  Co  per- 
mit a  doubt  concerning  ihe  success  which  would 
attend  them. 

Id  August,  1794,  when  Mr.  Monroe,  the  then 
Minister  of  the  United  Stales  to  this  Republic, 
was  received  into  the  bosom  of  the  Convention, 
Prance  obviously  did  not  consider  ihe  acknow- 
ledgment of  this  established  principle  of  the  law 
of  naiioQs  as  indicating  a  partiality  towards  her 
enemy.  The  language  used  on  the  occasion  couid 
only  have  been  used  to  the  Minister  of  a  nation 
whose  friendship  was  valued,  and  whose  conduct 
had  erinced  the  sincerity  of  its  profes.siona.  It 
was  then  declared  ''that  the  sweetest,  the  frank- 
est fraternity  united  in  effect  the  two  Republics," 
and  that  "  their  union  would  be  forever  indissolu- 
ble." These  declarations,  made  long  after  Ame- 
rica had  avowed  its  neutrality,  and  had  avowed 
its  acquiescence,  under  the  principle  that  a  bellig- 
erent Power,  unrestrained  by  particular  treaty, 
may  of  right  take  out  of  the  bottoms  of  a  neutral 
the  goods  of  its  enemy,  demonstrate  tbai  neither 
that  neutrality  nor  that  acquiescence  induced  thi 


t  the-United  States  still  cherishes  the 
hope  that  this  true  and  fair  estimate  ihen  made 
of  its  conduct,  may  be  soon  resumed  by  a  nation, 
whose  fiiendsiiip  it  has  assiduously  and  unremit- 
tingly cultivated  by  all  those  means  which  good 
fiulh  and  justice  could  permit  it  to  use. 

After  the  discussion  of  this  interesting  question 
was  supposed  to  have  been  closed,  and  France 
was  believed  to  have  been  entirely  content  with 
that  system  in  which  the  United  States  found 
themselves  bound  to  persevere,  some  complaints 
were  made,  not  against  the  principles  adopted  by 
the  Government,  but  against  the  applicatioi 
those  principles  to  particular  cases,  supposed 
to  come  within  them.  The  neutrality  of  the 
United  States  could  not  permit  prize  to  be  made 
of  thoM  TetseU  belonging  to  nsdoiu  with  whom 


they  were  at  peace,  wiibin  their  jurisdiction,  or 
by  privateers  fflied  out  in  their  own  ports.  Regu- 
lations to  this  effect  were  necessarily  made ;  and 
I  enforce  the  observance  of  (hose  regulations  wat 
duty- not  to  be  dispensed  with.  The  right  of 
le  of  the  belligerent  Powers  to  obtain  the  release 
of  a  vessel,  captured  under  such  circumstances, 
was  as  sacred  as  the  right  of  the  captor  to  a  ves- 
sel taken  on  the  high  seas,  and  which,  according 
to  the  usages  of  war,  was  lawful  prize.  The 
United  States  were  bound  to  respect  the  rights  of 
both.  To  do  so,  it  was  necessary  to  examine  the 
facts;  for  which  purpose,  a  iribnnal,  in  which 
both  parties  might  be  fairly  heard,  was  unavoida- 
ble. Some  complaints  were  made  of  particular 
vexations,  and  each  complaint  has  heretofore  becD 
particularly  attended  to.  It  is  believed  to  be  un- 
necessary to  review  these  several  ca«ea,  becaLse 
the  unde'rsigned  are  entirely  persuaded  that  ex- 
planations already  given,  must  have  been  com- 
pletely satisfactory.  Should  any  of  them  be  still 
condaered  as  furnishing  subject  for  complaint, 
the  undersigned  will  proceed  to  its  investiga- 
tion, with  the  most  sincere  desire  to  attain  truth, 
and  to  redress  the  wrong,  if  any  has  been  eom- 

During  (his  period,  the  causes  of  complaint 
against  France,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates, 
were  by  no  means  inconsiderable.  Their  com- 
merce  was  not  exempt  from  depredations,  believ- 
ed to  be  entirely  unwarrantable,  made  upon  it  by 
the  cruisns  of  this  Republic. 

On  the  9th  ot  May,  1793,  the  National  Conven- 
tion passed  a  decree  relative  to  the  commerce  of 
neutra[t-*the  first  article  of  which  is  in  these 
words :  "  The  French  ships  of  war  and  privateers 
may  stop  and  bring  into  the  ports  of  the  Repub- 
lic such  neutral  vessels  as  are  loaded,  in  whnle  or 
in  part,  either  with  provisions  belonging  to  neu- 
trals, and  destined  for  enemy's  ports,  or  with  mer- 
chandise belonging  to  enemies."  In  consequence 
of  the  remonstrances  of  the  American  Minister, 
the  Convention,  on  the  23d  May,  declared  ''  that 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States  are  not  comprised 
io  the  regulations  of  the  decree  of  the  9ih  May." 
On  the  29ih  of  the  same  month,  the  Conrention 
repealed  the  decree  of  the  S3d ;  on  the  1st  July. 
they  re-established  it ;  on  the  27ih  July,  it  was 
again  repealed.  Under  the  decree  of  the  9th  Hay, 
the  Tessels  of  the  United  Stales  were  captured, 
brought  into  the  ports  of  France,  and  their  cargoe* 
disposed  of  Could  this  decree,  Citizen  Minister, 
be  regarded  otherwise  than  as  infringing  the  laws 
of  nations,  the  rights  of  neutrals,  and  the  particu- 
lar en^gements  subsisting  between  France  and 
the  United  States? 

When,  on  the  8th  of  June,  in  the  lame  year,  the 
British  Government  issued  a  similar  order,  it!  in- 
iuslice  produced  a  ferment  throughout  America, 


indicating  strong  dispositions  immediately  to  op- 

ne   its  execution   by  force.     The  letter  of  Mr. 
ferson,  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  Mia- 


isier  Plenipotentiary  of  theUnited  States  at  Lon- 
don, dated  the  7th  September,  1793,  and  retnon- 
Btra ting  against  Ibeordemf  the  5th  June,  ccMtains 
so  mncn  justnesa  of  sentiment  and  strength  of  ar- 
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It  csDQOi  escape  yoa  Citizen  Minister,  tbat  the 
uf  uroenls  of  Mr.  Jefiersoo,  concerning  the  order 
of  ihe  Bih  June,  apply  conclusively  to  the  decree 
or  tbe  9ih  May  ;  and  thai  to  them  are  to  be  add- 
ed, those  arguments  which  are  .10  be  drawn  from 
tbe  hardship  of  being  absolutely  compelled,  with- 
out any  alternatife.  to  part  with  the  cargoes  in 
France,  and  those  also  which  are  drawn  from  Ihe 
iaties  imposed  by  an  expreu  and  solemn  treaty. 

Nothing  can  demonstrate  tnore  conclusively  the 
leal  temper  of  the  United  States,  than  tbe  differ- 
ence between  the  reception  given  to  the  decree  of 
the  Convention  of  the  fith  May,  and  that  which 
WIS  given  to  the  order  of  the  British  Cabinet  of 
the  Sth  June. 

A  la^  numbn  of  American  vessels,  too,  were 
for  a  loDjc  time  detained  at  Bordeanx,  very  much 
to  the  injury  of  the  ownera,  without  assigninf  a 
motive  for  auch  detention,  or  putting  it  in  the 
power  of  the  Qoverament  to  conjeeiure  the  cause 
of  a  measDre,  which  to  deeply  affected  the  inte- 
othi 
bey 

Dot  diminiKh  the  attachment  of  tbe  United  Stales 
to  Fiance.  In  the  midst  of  them,  prayers  were 
offered  np,  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  Amer- 
ican continent,  for  the  success  of  this  Republic. 
The  Government,  feeling  the  same  sentiment, 
displayed  it,  at  lea^t  as  far  as  was  compatible  with 
tltedeceni  deportment  required  from  a  nation  not 
a  parly  in  the  war,  and  professing  nealrwlity. 
Saeli  would  not  have  been  ihe  conduct  of  a 
GoTemment  and  people,  in  secret  unfriendly  to 

Very  strong  and  just  resentments  were  at  that 
lime  inspired  by  the  hostile  conduct  of  Britain. 
Tbe  insiruclions  of  June,  1793,  whereby  Ameri- 
can TNSrls,  laden  with  provisions  for  France, 
were  brought  into  the  ports  of  Britain,  there  to 
tell  such  cargoes,  or  to  give  securitjr  to  sell  thtm 
in  other  ports  in  amity  with  England,  and  the 
still  more  offensive  order  of  November  the  6ih, 
in  the  ume  year,  whereby  vessels  laden  with  the 
prodnce  of  a  FrcDch  colony,  or  carrying  provi- 
wm%  to  such  colony,  were  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  for  adjudication)  added  to  the  pre-existing 
causes  of  mutual  irritation,  had  produced  such 
•late  of  tbiogt,  as  to  render  it  obvious  that  the  it 
JDries  complained  of  by  America  must  be  entirely 
done  away,  or  that  war  was  the  inevitable 
qoence. 

This  stale  of  things  was  not  so  altered  by  the 
order  of  the  8ih  of  Jannary,  1794,  revoking  that 
of  Ihe  sixth  of  November,  1793,  as  to  promise  a 
different  result.  But  as  a  nation  prefernng  peace 
to  war  wilt  ever  make  a  peaceful  demand  of  re- 
{>aniion  for  injuries  sustained,  before  that  repara- 
tion is  sought  by  Ihe  sword  ;  and  as  the  policy  of 
America  has  ever  been,  "to  pursue  peace  with 
Qnremitiing  zeal,  before  the  last  resource,  which 
his  (o  often  be«n  the  scourge  of  nalionsj  and 
could  not  fail  to  check  the  advanced  prospenty  of 
the  Uniud  States,  wu  eoDtemplatcd,"  an  Envoy 


Extraordinary  was  deputed  to  His  Britannic  Maj- 
esty. "Carrying  with  him  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  existing  temper  and  sensibility  of  his  coun- 
try, it  was  expected  that  he  would  vindicate  its 
rights  with  firmness,  and  cultivate  peace  wilh 
sincerity." 

Truly  desirous,  as  the  American  Government 
was,  of  preserving  peace  with  Britain,  its  deter- 
mination was  unalterable,  not  to  preserve  it,  nor 
to  receive  compensation  for  injuries  sustained,  nor 
security  against  their  future  commission,  at  tbe 
expense  of  the  smallest  of  its  engagements  to 
France.  Explicit  and  posiiive  insirnctlons  to  this 
effect  were  given  to  Mr.  Jay,  and  those  inairue- 
lions  were  freely  communicated  to  the  Minister 
of  this  Republic,  then  at  Philadelphia.  The  ne- 
gotiation of  the  Amerieau  Envoy  terminated  in 
a  treaty  in  many  respects  desirable  to  the  United 
Stales. 

But,  however  desirable  ils  objects  might  be,  the 
Oovernmeat  of  the  United  Stales  would  not  have 
hesitated  to  reject  them,  bad  they  been  accompa- 
nied wilh  any  stipulation  violating  or  weakening 
its  engagements  to  France.  But  it  has  been  able 
to  discern  no  such  stipulation  ;  the  Iweniy-fifth 
article  of  that  treaty  guards  the  rights  of  this  Re- 
public by  the  following  clause:  "  Nothing  in  this 
treaty  contained  shall  however,  be  construed  or 
operate  contrary  to  former  and  existing  public 
treaties  wilh  other  sovereigns  or  States."  The 
treaty  with  France  being  a  "former  and  existing 
public  treaty,"  and  it  being  thus  provided  that  no- 
thing contained  in  the  treaty  with  Britain  "should 
be  construed  or  operate  contrary  to  it,"  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  did  not  apprehend 
that  the  Ireaty  with  Britain  could  be  considered 
as  affecting  its  relations  to  France.  But  such  waa 
its  attention  to  its  ally,  that  the  instrument  waa, 
previous  to  its  ratification,  submitted  10  the  coB- 
sideration  of  the  Minister  of  this  Republic,  who 
was  invited  to  communicate  freely  to  the  Gov- 
of  the  United  Slates  sucn  observation* 


upon  it  OS  he  might  judge  proper.  Mr.  Adet,  ii 
a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Randolph,  dated  12th 
Messidor,  3d  year  of  tbe  French  Republic,  (30ib 
June,  1795,)  expresses  his  sense  of  this  procednra 
in  the  following  words ;  "this  frank  measure  is  to 
me  a  sure  guaranty  of  the  friendship  of  the  Ame- 
rican Govertmient  towards  France,  and  of  the 
fidelity  with  which  it  always  marks  its  conduci 
towards  a  faithful  ally."  He  then  stated  those 
reflections  to  which  the  reading  of  the  Ireaty  had 
given  birth.  Tbe  articles  which  relate  to  enemy 
goods  in  neutral  bottoms  are  mentioned  without 
a  comment.  He  contended,  that  the  list  of  con- 
traband was  swelled,  and  that  the  23d,  24ih,  and 
25lh  articles  of  the  ireaty  with  Britain,  ceded  to 
that  Power  advantsfres  inconsistent  with  the  pre- 
Tbis  letter  T"  — 


swered  by  Mr.  Randolph,  on  the  6ih  of  July  fol- 
lowing, who  proves,  that  no  article  was  enume- 
rated m  the  list  of  contraband,  in  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Britain,  which  waa 
not  of  that  description,  previous  to  ils  formation, 
and  independent  of  it ;  noticed  briefly  the  subject 
of  enemy  goods  in  neutral  bottoms ;  and  demon- 
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strated,  that  the  objections  of  Mr.  Adet 
SSd,  S4th,  aad  25tb  articles  were  entirely  founded 
on  a  misconstruction  of  them.  This  miscoDslruc 
tioD  was  soappareni,  that  Britain  has  De7er claim- 
ed it,  nor  would  the  American  Oorernment  ever 
have  Bdmilied  it.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Randolph 
closes  the  subject  of  enemy  contraband,  and  of 
enemy  property  taken  out  of  neutral  Ixittoms, 
with  a  paragraph,  to  which,  Citizen  Minister,  your 
attention  is  solicited  :  "  Hitheno,  however,  (says 
he)  I  bare  spoken  upon  principles  of  ri^ht.  Upon 
any  other  principles,  and  more  especially  upon 
those  of  hardship  and  injury  to  a  friend,  it  shall 
be  a  topic  of  the  negotiation  now  opening  be- 
tween us.  With  the  temper  which  will  pervade 
the  whole  of  it,  I  cannot  doubt  that  some  modiS- 
caiion  may  be  devtNed,  and  it  may  be  separared 
from  the  general  treaty,  sn  as  not  to  be  delayed  by 

It  was  then  apparent,  that  the  QoTemmentof 
the  United  States,  actuated  by  that  friendship 
which  transcends  the  line  of  strict  obligstion, 
was  willing,  ^aiuiiously,  to  release  her  all^  from 
those  stipulations  of  a  former  treaty,  which,  in 
the  course  of  events,  were  deemed  to  operate  un- 
favorably to  her.  This  readiness  to  concede, 
marked  that  friendship  the  more  strongly,  as  the 
situations  in  which  the  two  nations  found  them- 
selves could  not  have  been  unforeseen,  but  was 
the  very  situation  for  which  the  article  provides. 
The  answer  of  Mr.  Randolph  concludes,  with  re- 

3 nesting  an  opportunity  to  remove  any  remaining 
oubts,  should  [here  be  such,  by  further  explana- 
tions: no  remaining  doubts  were  stated,  and  there- 
fore, as  well  as  for  its  contents,  the  letter  was  be- 
lieved to  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Adet,  and 
it  was  hoped,  that  this  Government,  as  well  as 
that  of  America,  would  consider  the  treatv  with 
Britain  as  an  accommodation  desirable  by  the 
United  States,  and  not  disadvantageous  to  Prance. 
It  is  not  easy  to  e:ipress  the  chagrin  felt  by  the 
American  Oovernment  on  learning  that,  in  this 
treaty,  the  United  States  were  supposed  to  have 
"knowingly  and  evidently  sacrificed  their  con- 
nexions with  this  Republic,  and  the  most  essen 
tial  and  least  contested  prerogatives  of  neutrality.' 
With  the  firmness  of  conscious  integrity,  thi 
United  States  aver,  that  Ibey  have  ne verlt now ing- 
Iv  sacrificed  or  impaired  their  connexions  wjili 
tnis  Republic,  nor  the  prerogatives  of  neutrality, 
but  that  they  have,  according  to  their  best  judg- 
ment, invariably  sought  to  preserve  both. 

The  undersigned  will  endeavor  faithfully  .. 
Etate  the  impressions  of  the  Governroeot  they 
represent  on  this  interesting  subject.  The  ob- 
jections made  to  this  treaty  by  your  predeoetaor 
in  office,  in  his  note  to  Mr,  Monroe,  dated  19th  of 
Ventose,  4th  year  of  the  French  Republic,  one 
and  indivisible  (9lh  March,  1796)  are : 

Ist.  That  the  United  Slates,  besides  having  de- 
parted from  the  principles  established  by  the 
armed  nentratiiy,  nave  given  to  England,  to  tbe 
detrimeut  of  their  first  alliea,  the  most  siriJting 
mark  of  an  unbounded  condescension,  by  aban- 
doning the  limits  given  to  contraband  by  the  law 
of  nations,  by  their  treaties  with  all  other  nations, 


and  even  by  those  of  England  with  tbe  greater 
part  of  the  maritime  Powers. 

Sd.  That  they  have  consented  to  extend  the  de- 
nomination of  coDtraband  even  to  provisions.  In- 
stead of  pointing  out  particularly,  as  all  treaties 
do,  the  cases  of  the  eflective  blockade  of  a  place, 
as  alone  forming  an  exception  to  tiie  freedom  of 
this  article,  they  h^ve  tacitly  acknowledged  the 
pretensions  raised  by  England,  to  create  blockades 
in  the  colonies,  and  even  in  France,  by  tbe  force 
of  a  bare  proclamation. 

Mr.  Adet,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Pickeriog,  dated 
25th  Bmmaire,  5th  year  of  the  French  Republic, 
one  and  indivisible,  (15th  November,  1796.)  luii 
repeated  the  same  objections,  and  has  been  pleased 
also  to  superadd  some  observations  relative  to  the 
formation  of  such  a  treaty  generally,  and  the  cir> 
cumalancei  attending  its  negotiation,  in  lerpis  not 
to  have  been  expected  by  the  first,  and  almost  only 
voluntary  fri^d  of  the  Republic. 

These  having  been  the  only  specific  objectioits 
officially  made  to  the  treaty  with  Britain,  by  the 
Oovernment  of  France,  either  in  Peris  or  in  Phila- 
delphia, are  necessarily  supposed  to  he  the  only 
objections  which  have  occurred. 

They  have  often  been  discussed  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  but  that  discussion  will  be 
renewed,  becanse,  although  the  undersigned  may 
be  unable  to  suggest  any  argument  not  neietofore 
urged,  they  cannot  resist  the  hope,  that  an  atien 
tive  reconsideration  of  those  arguments  may  give 
them  a  success  which  has  not  yet  attended  tnem. 

The  first  objection  may  be  supposed  to  consist 
of  two  pans.  1st.  Theaoandonmeniof  the  prin- 
ciple, that  neutral  bottoms  make  neutral  goods; 
an  oDJection  rather  insinoaied  than  expressed; 
and  Sdly,  the  addition  to  the  catalogue  ol  coaiia- 

]it.  On  the  first  part  of  the  objection,  it  is  ob- 
servable, that  the  statements  of  the  late  Minister 
of  Exterior  Relations,  and  c^  Mr.  Adet,  seem  m 
admit,  but  ceri»inly  do  not  controvert  the  position. 
that,  previous  to  the  formation  of  the  Armed  Neu- 
trality, a  belligerent  Power  could  rightfully  lake 
out  of  the  bottoms  of  a  neutral  the  goods  of  its 
enemy.  This  position  is  believed  to  be  incoatro- 
vertible ;  some  of  the  arguments  in  support  of  it 
have  been  already  detailed,  and  it  is  deemed  un- 
necessary to  repeal  or  to  add  to  them.  To  this 
principle  of  the  Armed  Neutrality,  with  a  depart- 
ure from  which  the  United  States  seem  to  be  im- 
pliedly charged,  the  note  of  M.  de  la  Croix  does 
not  assign  any  oblijgation  whatever ;  nor  does  be 
appear  to  consider  it  as  having  been  engrafted  by 
that  Confederatioh  on  the  law  of  nations.  On 
this  point  Mr.  Adet  has  not  been  more  explicit. 
He  seems  to  have  been  content  with  vague  iiuiit- 
uations,  and  not  to  have  been  willing  to  commit 
himself  by  a  direct  averment,  that,  in  consequeDce 
of  the  Armed  Neutrality,  the  law  of  nations  on 
this  snbject  ii  changed.  The  undersigned  are 
unwilling  to  combat,  at  length,  a  proposition  not 
positively  advanced,  which  they  deem  so  clearly 
indefensible,  and  xvill  therefore  refer  to  the  brief 
observatitm  already  made  respecting  it. 
It  may  not,  however,  be  improjier  hcK  lo  no- 
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tiee,  thai,  in  February,  1778.  wheo  ibe  treaty  be- 
Iweea  Prance  and  the  Uniied  States  wax  entered 
inio,  the  Arioed  Neatriliry  had  not  been  formed  ; 
of  eaoieqaeiiee,  (he  state  of  things  on  which  that 
treaty  operated,  was  regulated  by  the  !aw  of  na- 
tions, as  it  clearly  existed  previous  to  the  forma- 
tiim  of  (he  Armed  Nentrality.  It  is  supposed  to  be 
■dmilied  that,  according  to  that  state  of  thinB^s, 
nentral  bottoms  could  afford  no  protection  to  the 
goods  of  an  enemy.  The  siipalalton,  then,  of  the 
itticle  of  that  treaty  was  understood,  at  the  time, 
by  the  contractinE  itarties,  to  form  in  exception 
to  a  geaeral  rule,  which  would  retain  its  oUiga- 
lioDs  in  all  eases  whei«  it  was  not  chaoeed.  l(, 
then,  the  contracting  parties  had  deTit>ned  to  im- 
pose on  each  other  the  necessity  or  extcndiuc 
tbi)  exception  to  other  nations,  so  as  to  eonrett  it 
into  a  general  mle,  they  wotild  have  expressed 
this  intention  in  their  contract ;  not  having  ex- 
pressed it,  they  must  be  considered  as  intending 
that  this  exception  should  form  a  rule  as  between 
ihemselfes,  while  the  general  rule  nhonld  gorem 
u  with  other  nations  who  had  not  consented  to 
ebtn^  it. 

li  IS  also  wvrthy  of  observation  that,  when  this 
tttaty  WBi  made,  the  United  States  were  nt  wai 
ind  Fnnce  at  peace  with  Britaio.  In  this  sute 
of  things,  which  might  have  con  tinned,  had  not 
war  been  declared,  or  hostilities  eomoienced  by 
Si^land,  the  bottoms  of  France  would  have  pro- 
tected, from  American  cruisers,  Bnglish  property, 
while  iher  would  not  have  protected  from  British 
eraiseis  American  properly.  This  was  the  ne- 
«»«afy  remit  of  that  state  of  things  under  which 
■he  treaty  was  forraed;  America  had  consented 
to  it;  and  neilher  could  or  would  have  eom- 
plaioed. 

It  is  alw  to  be  noticed  that,  before  the  negotia- 
tion with  EDgland  had  commenced,  the  Oovem- 
tnent  of  the  United  States  had  openir  avowed 
ibii  opinion  on  this  subject,  which  its  best  judg- 
ment dictated.  This  opinion,  perfectly  uncon- 
nected  with  that  negotiation,  was  known  by  all 
to  form  and  regulate  the  basis  of  its  conduct.  The 
letters  from  Mr.  JeOenon,  already  quoted,  had 
lUted  to  the  world  the  perfect  conviction  of  the 
United  Sutes,  that,  by  the  law  of  nations,  a  bel- 
ligerent Power,  not  restrained  by  particular  trea- 
ty, might  rightfully  take  oat  of  the  bottoms  of  a 
neutral  the  goods  of  its  enemy  ;  as  well  as  their 
determinatiou,  that  they  could  not.  and  ought  not 
to  oppose  the  exercise  of  this  right.  The  right 
having  been  clearly  and  unavoidably  admitted, 
■nd  ihe  determination  to  acquiesce  under  its  ex- 
ercise having  been  avowed  openly.  Mr,  Jay  could 
only  solicit  m  surrender.  Had  no  treaty  been 
»nwd.  or  had  that  treaty  omitted  to  mention  the 
pnnciple,  the  right  would  still  have  existed,  would 
■till  have  been  acknowledged,  and  would  stilt 
bare  been  exercised.  The  treaty  does  not  in  fact 
or  in  hnpr«raion,  cede  a  new  privilege ;  it  tego- 
Uies  the  exercise  of  one  before  exiaiing,  and  be- 
fore aeknowledg«d  to  exist.  The  harsh  means  of 
exercising  this  right,  which  are  given  by  the  law 
of  nations,  are  modified  and  softened  by  the  treaty, 
U>d  this  is  the  tmly  effect  which  the  article  on  1 


this  subject  h|9  produced ;  it  was  the  only  motive, 
and  it  was  a  sufficient  motive  for  introducing  it. 

The  second  branch  of  this  objectitHi  seems  more 
to  be  relied  on,  and  comes  forward  in  a  more  de- 
cisive  shape ;  it  is.  that  the  United  Stales  have 
abandoned  the  limit  giveiuto  contraband  by  the 
law  of  nations,  by  their  treaties  with  all  other 
nations,  and  even  by  those  of  England  with  a  ' 
greater  part  of  the  maritime  Powers. 

The  limits  of  contraband  is  supposed  to  have 
been  extended,  by  inserting  in  the  catalogue,  naval 
stores,  and  timber  for  ship  building. 

To  estimate  rightly  a  charge  so  warmly  made, 
it  becomes  indispensable  to  ascertain  whether  these 
articles  are,  independent  of  treaty,  by  the  law  of 
nations  contraband  of  war:  on  ibis  simple  point 
seems  to  rest  the  verity  of  the  accusation.  - 

It  is  regretted  that  those  who  have  averred  the 
negative,  have  not  been  pleased  to  furnish  author- 
ities in  support  of  the  opinion  they  advanced. 
Such  authorities  would  have  been  considered  with 
candor,  and  any  cooviclion  they  might  have  pro- 
duced would  have  been  freely  acknowledged. 
But  no  such  authorities  are  furnished,  and  it  is 
believed  that  none  exisL 

America,  solicitous  to  confine  as  much  as  pos- 
siUe,  by  common  consent,  the  list  of  contraband, 
but  determined,  however  she  might  oppose  its  en- 
largement, not  to  attempt  it*  diminution  by  force,' 
was  under  the  necessity  of  examining  the  subject, 
and  of  ascertaining  the  line  of  partition  between 
the  rights  of  neutrals  aud  of  belligerent  Powers. 

As  gjjdes  in  such  a  search  she  could  only  take 
the  most  approved  writers  on  the  law  of  nations. 
These  are  believed  to  class  timber  for  ship  build- 
ing, and  naval  stores  for  the  equipment  or  vessels, 
among  articles  admitted  to  be  contraband  of  war. 
Vaael,  fb.  3,  c.  7,  sect.  112,]  defines  contraband 
goods  to  be  "commodities  particularly  used  in 
war:  such  are  arms,  military  and  naval  ttarea, 
Umber,*  horses,  and  even  provisions  in  certain 
junctures,  where  there  are  hopes  of  reducing  the 
enemy  by  famine."  The  treaty  between  France 
and  Denmark,  concluded  in  174S,  places  tar,  rosin, 
sails,  hemp,  cordage,  masts,  and  timber  for  ship- 
building, on  the  catalogue  of  contraband :  '~' 
""'-'-  ■"  his  Commentary  o~  •'' 


Valin.  I 


'.  Marine  Otdi- 


right  these  articles  a' 

been  so  from  the  commencement  of  the  present 

^,"    In  conformity  with  th«M  opinions  has 
»t  of  America :  and  if  the  law  of  nations 
was  understood  by  the  most  approved  jurist*,  she 

the  modem  public  law  of  nations,  and 
modem  treaties,  are  said  to  have  established  a 
different  rule.  If  the  modem  public  law  of  na- 
tions has  changed  the  principle,  such  change  ia 
yet  nnknown  to  the  United  States.  It  is  much 
to  be  wished  that  more  fiill  and  satisfactory  in- 
formation had  been  given  in  support  of  an  opinion, 
1  difference  on  wbicn  is  alleged  to  have  produced 
'UBsequences  so  extremely  calamitous. 
It  is  not  riverred  that  the  Armed  Neutrality  has 
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coDitituted  (bis  modero  public  law.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  this  canaoi  be  averred,  because  France 
will  ne  ver  admit  ibe  right  of  a  Confederacy,  what- 
ever may  be  ils  power,  to  impose  theUwon  those 
who  are  not  parties  to  it.  It  is  supposed,  also, 
that  this  caanoi  be  averfed  for  aaoiWr  reasoD. 
The  members  of  the  Armed  Neutrality  had  not 
-  themselves  agreed  upon  the  articles  which  should 
be  detmed  coolrabaod.  Russia,  the  Power  oiigin- 
ating  that  cdebrated,  thou^b  short-lived  compact, 
published  in  1780  the  pnociples  od  which  she 
would  mqiotain  Ibe  commerce  of  her  subjects: 
one  of  these  was,  that  ibe  articles  of  contraband 
should  be  regulated  by  the  10th  aod  llih  articles 
of  her  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  Great  Britain. 
Afterwards,  Denmark  entered  into  a  conven- 
tion with  Russia  for  maintaining  generallr  the 
principles  agreed  upon ;  but  on  the  subject  of  con- 
trabaod,  in  particular,  Denmark  adopted  as  the 
rule,  by  which  to  be  governed,  her  Treaty  of  Com- 
merce with  Great  Britain,  concluded  the  lOtb  of 
July,  1670,  in  the  third  article  of  which, 
band  goods  are  described  to  be  "  any  provisions  of 
war,  as  soldiers,  arms,  machines,  caouon,  ships,  or 
other  things,  of  neeessary  use  in  war.*'  But  by  a 
convention  concluded  at  London,  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1780,  between  Great  Britain  and  Denmark, 
to  eiplain  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  of  1670,  be- 
tween the  two  Powers,  "  timber,  for  ship 
ing,  tar,  rosin,  copper  in  sheets,  sails,  hem) 
cordage,  and  generally  whatever  serves  directly 
for  ibe  equipment  of  a  vessel,  unwrought  iron  and 
fie  planks  excepted,"  are  declared  to  be  contra- 

Den mark  having,  in  her  convention  wiih  Rns- 
sia,  adopted  her  treaty  with  England,  made  in 
1670.  as  declaratory  of  those  articles  which  she 
shoaid  consider  as  contraband,  and  bavins,  by  her 
explanatory  agreement  with  England,  substituted 
a  panicular  enumeration  of  articles,  for  a  general 
description  of  them,  not  as  an  amendment,  but  as 
an  explanation  of  the  treaty  of  1670,  has  taken  a 
different  rule,  in  the  very  compact  referred  to  as 
eatabliahing  a  modem  public  law  of  nations,  from 
that  taken  by  Russia.  The  rule  of  Denmark 
classes  among  contraband  precisely  the  same  arti- 
cles which  are  enumerated  as  such  in  Ibe  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Britain,  and  whicn 
are  only  found  in  that  enumeration,  because  it  is 
believed  that  the  law  of  nations  has  nnquestiona' 
biy  so  placed  them.  Sweden  and  Holland,  loo,  in 
acceding  to  ibe  Armed  Neutrality,  adopt  their  own 
treaties  as  the  rule  by  which  they  will  respective- 
ly be  guiled.  There  was,  then,  even  among  the 
Krtiea  to  this  agreement  no  fixed  law  of  conlra- 
nd.  Had  the  Fotentatea  of  Europe  designed  to 
establish  permanently  and  generaliv  the  principles 
of  the  Armed  Neutrality,  the  war  wnich  orisinated 
that  convention  would  not  have  terminated  with- 
out some  general  agreement  concerning  it:  the 
efforts  of  Sweden  to  obtain  a  Coogress  for  exam- 
ining aod  terminating  the  different  coDcerns,  both 
of  the  Powers  at  war  and  of  the  neutral  States, 
could  not  have  proved  entirely  abortfve. 

No  sreument  then  can  be  drawn  from  the 
Armed  Neutrality  in  support  of  (tie  position,  that 


lodern  public  law  of  nations,  relating  to  con- 
traband, has  been  abandoned  by  the  United  States. 
No  modern  public  law  having  been  formed,  iht 
ule  remains  unchanged  ;  and,  at  the  Resent  mo- 
uent,  as  well  as  when  the  treaty  with  France  was 
formed,  is  believed  to  ordain  as  contraband  thear- 
tides  enumerated  as    such    in  the   treaijr  with 

But  it  is  alleged  that,  in  this  treaty,  the  United 
States  have  abandoned  the  limit*  given  to  contra- 
band by  their  treaties  with  all  other  nations,  and 
en  by  those  of  England  with  a  greater  put  of 
e  maritime  Powers. 

It  is  true  that  the  United  States,  desirous  of 
liberating  commerce,  have  invariably  seized  every 
opportunity  which  presented  itself  to  diminish  w 
remove  the  shackles  imposed  on  that  of  neulrab. 
In  pursuance  of  this  policy,  they  have  on  no  oc- 
casion hesitaied  to  reduce  the  list  of  contraband, 
as  between  themselves  and  any  nation  consenting 
to  such  reduction.  Their  pre-exisline  treaties 
have  been  with  oations  as  willing  as  tnemselves 
to  change  the  old  rule;  and,  consequenily,  a  stip- 
ulation to  that  effect  being  desired  by  both  panics, 
has  been  made  without  difficulty.  Each  conlra<:^ 
iug  party  is  deemed  to  have  an  equivalent  for  the 
cession  made,  in  the  similar  cession  it  receives 
from  the  party  with  whom  it  contracts.  Neiiha 
requires  of  the'otbeT,  as  an  additional  considera- 
tion, that  it  shall  propagate  by  the  sword  the  prin- 
ciples which  form  the  basis  of  their  private  agree- 
ments, and  lorce  unwilling  nations  to  adopt  i£em; 
nor  that  it  should  decline  to  r^ulate  by  treaty  its 
interesu  with  any  other  nation  which  should  re- 
fuse to  accede  to  them ;  as  little  could  either  sap- 
pose  that  its  particular  contract  contained  any- 
thing obligatory  on  others,  or  was  capable  of  en- 
larging or  diminishing  their  rights.  The  treaties 
of  ihe  United  States,  then,  with  other  nations  can 
only  establish  the  limits  of  coniiaband,  as  between 
'  :  contracting  parties,  and  must  leave  that  sub- 
ject, with  nations  not  parties  to  the  contract,  to  the 
law  which  would  have  governed  had  such  partic- 
ular stipulations  never  been  made.  According  to 
the  existing  state  of  things,  when  the  n^tiatHws 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  weie 
opened,  naval  stores  and  timber  for  ship-buildiu 
between  America  and  Briuin,  contraband 
they  would  have  retained  this  character 
bad  the  treaty  never  been  made ;  they  would  have 
retained  it  bad  the  treaty  contained  no  provision 
on  the  EubjecL  The  United  States  were  truly  de- 
sirous of  excluding  them  from  the  list,  but  Britain 
was  unwilling  to  do  so.  Had  the  United  Statei 
possessed  the  means  of  coercion,  their  established 
policy,  founded  on  the  basis  of  jusiice,and  their  om 
peculiar  situation,  forbid  a  resort  to  these  means 
for  any  olberpurpose  than  the  defence  of  their  own 
rights,  or  a  compliance  with  their  own  engage- 
ments. It  was  not  R  case  in  which  force  womd 
have  been  deemed  justifiable;  and  the  object,  being 
unattainable  by  mutual  consent,  was  unavoidablT 
relinquished  for  the  momenL  Yet  it  is  proper  to 
enumerate  the  articles  which  were  before  contra- 
band, and  which  continued  to  be  so,  bectnse  thai 
'  -  notified  to  the  meiclumts  of  the  Uai- 
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ted  States  the  hazard  wbicb  their  commoiJilies 
irould  encounlei  on  the  aeas;  and  because.  ^Iso,  it 
prereais  those  vexatious  altercacioas,  whicn  might 
olherwi^  hare  been  produced  by  (he  efforts  kit' 
one  partjr  to  swell,  and  of  the  othei  to  reduce 
the  hsL 

If,  on  the  refusal  of  BritaiD  to  subatitule  any 
other  rule  coDCemiag  coatraband,  in  the  place  of 
that  esublished  by  the  law  of  natiooa,  France 
finds  herself  in  a  siiuatioa  to  be  iojuri^d  by  an  ob- 
KrTance  of  her  engagements  with  the  United 
States,  it  ii  not  the  treaty  with  Britain,  but  that 
with  France  which  has  produced  this  siiuation. 
This  was  fi>reMeu  when  that  treaty  was  eutered 
iato,  and  did  not  prereat  it.  The  stipulation  con- 
cetniag  contraband  was  funned  when  France  was 
at  peace,  aud  America  ai  war ;  although  that  state 
of  things  did  out  long  continue^  yet  its  cuntinu- 
aoce  was  by  no  means  deemed  impossible.  Not- 
withxtandiug  this,  the  Gkirernment  of  the  United 
States  baa  manifested  a  willioguesB  to  change  this 
tiipulation,  as  well  as  that  which  respects  enemies' 
properly  in  neutral  bottoms,  so  soon  as  France 
complamed  of  them :  of  this  the  letter  from  Mr. 
Randolph  to  Mr.  Adei,  already  quoted,  affords 
eoodusiTe  testimony. 

It  appears,  then,  on  examining  this  objection  to 
the  treaty  between  the  United  Slates  and  Britain, 
that  it  has  not  added  to  the  catalogue  of  eontre- 
laiid  a  single  article  ;  that  it  has  ceded  no  priri- 
legt;  has  granted  do  right;  and  thai  it  has 
ehsDged,  in  the  most  minute  circumstance, 
preexisting  situation  of  ihe  United  Slates  in  r 
lion  either  to  France  or  to  Great  Britain.  Not- 
wiitastanding  these  truihi,  the  GoTernmenl  of  the 
United  Stales  has  hastened  to  assure  its  former 
ffieod  that,  if  the  atipnlations  between  them  be 
found  oppresslTe  in  practice,  it  is  ready  to  offer  up 
those  stipulations  ■  willing  sacrifice  at  the  shrinr 
Df  friendship. 

In  Tain  will  you  search  in  this  procedure  for  "  i 
known  and  eTident  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  th< 
Doited  States,  of  their  connexions  with  ibis  Re- 
public, and  of  the  most  esseDtial  and  least  cod' 
tested  preroeacives  of  neutrality."  In  vain  will 
Tou  search  for  evidence  of  tlieir  "having given  to 
England  to  the  detriment  of  their  first  allies,  Ihe 
lno!t  striking  mark  of  an  unbounding  condescen- 
sion; by  abandoning  the  limiis  given  to  contra- 
tand  by  ihehw  of  nations;  by  their  treaties  with 
all  other  nations ;  and  even  by  ihost:  of  England 
with  ibe  greater  part  of  the  maritime  Poivers." 

The  United  States  feel  these  reproaches,  as  con- 
Kiaua  innocence  feels  the  imputation  of  guilt. 

2d1y.  It  is  also  alleged  that  ''the  United  Stales 
hare  consented  to  eileod  the  denomination  of  con- 
ttiband  even  to  provisions.  Instead  ol  pointing 
ont  particularly,  as  all  treaties  do,  the  cases  of  the 
eSectirs  blockade  of  a  place,  as  alone  forming  an 
eiceotion  to  the  freedom  of  this  article,  they  have 
tacitly  acknowledged  the  pretensions  raised  by 
Eaghad  to  createlilockadei,  in  our  colonies,  and 
even  in  France,  by  the  force  of  a  bare  proclama- 

The  objections  to  this  article  shall  be  couaider- 


ed  according  to  its  letter,  and  according  to  its 
operation. 

The  objectionable  words  are:  "and,  whereas, 
the  difficulty  of  a^eeing  on  the  precise  cases  ia 
which  alone  provisions  and  other  articles,  not  gba- 
erally  contraband,  may  be  regarded  as  such,  ren- 
ders it  expedient  10  provide  against  Ihe  Incon- 
veniences and  miiunderitandiogs  which  might 
thenee  arise:  It  is  further  agreed,  that  whenever 
any  such  articles  so  becoming  contraband,  accord- 
ing to  the  exiKting  law  of  nations,  shall,  for  that 
reason,  be  seized,  the  same  shall  not  he  confiscated  ; 
hut  the  owners  thereof  shall  be  speedily  and  com- 
pletely indemnified;  and  the  captora,  or,  in  their 
defauli,  the  Government,  under  whose  authority 
they  act,  shall  pay,  to  the  masters  or  owners  of 
such  vessels,  the  full  value  of  all  such  articles, 
with  a  reasonaUe  mercantile  profit  thereon,  to^ 
iher  with  the  freight,  and  also  the  demurrage  in- 
cident to  such  detention." 
The  admissions  contained  in  this  clause,  are — 
1st.  That  provisions  are  QOI  generally  contra- 
band ;  and,  3dly,  that  they  are  sometimes  contra- 
band. • 

effort  was  made  to  establish  the  precise 
in  which  alone  they  should  be  subject  to 
seizure;  but  America  would  only  consent  to  con- 
sider them  as  contraband  in  the  case  of  an  effect- 
ive blockade,  siege,  or  investment  of  a  place;  while, 
on  the  part  of  England,  this  strict  interpretation 
of  the  rule  was  not  admitted .'  but  ii  was  contend- 
ed that  provisions  became  contraband,  when  there 
were  reasonable  hopes  of  reducing  the  enemy  by 
famine.  In  this  opposition  of  sentiment,  lo  what 
have  Ihe  United  States  consented?  "To  extend 
(be  denomination  of  contraband  even  lo  provis- 
ions ?"  "  To  acknowledge  tacitly  the  pretensions 
raised  by  England  to  create  blockades  in  yourcol- 
onies,  and  even  in  France,  by  the  force  of  abar« 
proclamation  7"  "  To  secure  to  the  English  alone 
the  carriage  of  meals?"  "In  a  word,  to  have  com- 
merce only  with  KaglaaiV  Reconsider  the 
words  themselves,  and  it  will  require  no  comment 
to  prove  bow  inapplicable  to  them  are  these  asser- 
tions. The  clause  comr^ained  of,  having  stated 
the  admission  and  the  difficulty  already  mentioned, 
proceeds  to  say :  "It  isfurlheragreed  that  when- 
ever any  such  articles,  so  becoming  contraband, 
according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  shall  for  that 
reason  be  seized,  the  same  shall  not  be  confiscated, 
but  the  owners  thereof  shall  be  speedily  and  com- 
pletely indemnified. 

It  is  loo  clear  to  admit  of  contestation,  that  this 
clause  does  not  declare  provisions  to  be  contra- 
band, or  admit  of  their  seizure  in  any  other  caae 
than  where,  "  according  to  the  existing  taw  of  na- 
tions, they  should  become  contraband:"  in  sueh 
case  the  right  to  seize  them  is  not  given  by  this 
article,  but  it  is  admitted  by  France  and  by  all  the 
world,  to  exist  independent  of  treaty.  In  such 
case  they  would  have  been  seized  had  this  siipu- 
latioa  never  been  entered  into,  and  would  hare 
been  confiscated  also.  The  only  alteration  .which 
is  by  the  leller  of  the  clause  produced  in  the  law 
of  nations,  is  to  exempt  from  confiscation  good* 
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which  under  thai  law  would  have  been  subject 
to  iL 

Bat  it  has  been  suspected  to  have  an  object  and 
an  operation  in  practice  difierent  rrom  its  letter. 
It  has  been  auspecled  to  cover  a  dejiga  to  admit 
substBQtially  certain  priociples,  with  respect  to 
blockades,  which,  ia  tneocv,  are  denied. 

Incapable  of  duplicity,  America,  with  the  pride 
of  conscious  integrity,  repels  this  insinuation,  and 
courts  an  investigation  of  the  facta  on  which  it  is 
founded. 

The  Qovernment  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
of  Britain,  having  construed  the  law  of  nations 
differently,  in  this  respect,  each  would  have  acted 
upoQ  its  own  opinion  of  that  law:  the  privateers 
OiBngland  would  have  seized  as  contrabnod  any 
goods  deemed  such  in  their  courts  of  Admiralty ; 
and  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  Stales  would 
have  reclaimed  tae  i  goods,  and  would  have  sup- 
ported the  demand  in  such  a  manner  as  its  own 
judgment  dictated.  Tbii  procedure  is  not  changed. 
.The  right  to  make  such  reclamation  has  not  been 
relinquished,  nor  has  the  legality  of  the  seizure, 
in  any  othy  case  than  that  of  an  attempt  to  enter 
a  place  actually  invested,  been  in  any  degree  ad- 
It  is  true,  that  the  British  Gtovemment  renewed 
the  order  concerning  provisions  about  the  time  of 
the  ratiGcation  of  this  treaty  :  but  it  is  not  le^s 
true,  that  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States 
manifested  a  firm  resolution  to  submit  to  no  such 
construction,  and  remonstrated  so  seriously  asainst 
it  as  to  produce  a  revocation  of  the  order.  Nor  is 
this  all :  claims  for  provisions  seized  in  cases  of  a 
mere  proclamation- blockade  have  been  actually 
inad&  and  have  been  actually  decided  in  favor  of 
the  claimants.  The  British  Government  has  ac- 
quiesced under  such  decisions  by  payine  the  sums 
awarded.  These  sums  were  not  Timitea  to  a  rea- 
sonable profit  on  the  price  of  the  commodity  seiz- 
ed, but  were  regulated  by  its  price  at  the  port  of 
destination,  and  cons^-quenily  the  actual  as  well  as 
avowed  principle  of  such  decisions  was,  that  the 
goods  seized  had  not  become  contraband  "accord- 
ins  to  the  existing  law  of  nations." 

The  intention  of  the  Qovernment  then,  and  the 
practice  under  the  article,  are  in  direct  opposition 
to  these  injurious  suspicions,  the  indulgence  of 
which  has  produced  sucn  pernicious  eSecis.  It  is 
even  believed  that  the  decision  on  this  subject 
will  be  one  step  toward  the  establishment  of  that 
principle  for  which  America  has  never  ceased  to 
contend.  It  is  also  believed,  and  has  ever  been 
believed,  that  the  article  objected  to  would  have 
a  necessary  tendency  to  increase,  and  did,  in  fact, 
increase  the  quantity  of  provisions  imported  from 
America  into  France  and  her  colonies.  The 
American  commerce,  being  eotiielv  in  the  bands 
of  individual),  is  consequently  conducted  by  them 
according  to  their  own  views  of  particular  advan- 
tage; they  will  unquestionably  endeavor  to  sup- 
ply the  highest  market,  unless  restrained  from  do- 
ing so  by  other  considerations  which  render  it  nn- 
advisable  to  attempt  such  a  supply.  In  their  cal- 
culations, the  risk  of  reaching  the  market  is  too 
important  an  item  to  be  passed  over  or  fotgotten. 


Every  diminution  of  ibis  risk  adds  to  the  number 
of  tmse  who  will  attempt  the  supply :  and  conse- 
quently a  knowledge  that  the  voyage,  should  it 
even  fail  by  the  seizure  of  the  vessel,  would  yet 
be  profitable,  must  increase  the  number  of  those 
who  would  make  it. 

It  is  plain,  then,  th^t  this  article  admits  the 
seizure  of  provisions  in  no  situation  where  they 
were  not  before  seizahle ;  and  encourages  their 
transportation  to  France,  and  her  colonies,  by  di- 
minishing the  risk  of  such  transporution. 

It  is  also  complained  of,  that  tnis  treaty  has  not, 
'as  all  treaties  do,  pointed  out  particularly  the 
cases  of  the  effective  blockade  of  a  place,"  as 
alone  forming  an   eiception  to   the  freedom  of 

only  be  inserted  by  coo- 
sent.  The  United  States,  therefore,  can  never  be 
responsible  for  not  having  inserted  an  article  to 
which  iheother  contracting  parlywould  not  assent. 
They  may  refuse  to  make  any  change  in  the  ex- 
isting state  of  things  prejudicial  to  themselves  or 
to  other  Powers ;  and  they  have  refused  to  make 
any  such  change.    But  it  is  not  in  their  power  to 


insert,  as  by  common  consent,  an  article,  thougk 
ely  declaratory  of  a  principle  which  they  con- 
sidered as  certainly  existing,  and  which  they 


to  leave  the  principle  tmimpaired,  reserving  en- 
tirely the  right  to  assert  it.  This  has  been  done ; 
the  prineipTe  has  been  left  unimpaired,  and  has 


been  since  successfully  asserted. 

The  United  Sutes  are  at  all  times  truly  solicit- 
ous to  diminish  as  much  as  possible  the  list  of  con- 
traband. It  is  their  interest^  in  common  with  alt 
other  nations  whose  policy  is  peace,  to  enlarge,  so 
far  as  they  can  be  enlarged,  the  rights  of  neutrals. 
This  interest  is  a  sure  guaranty  for  their  using 
those  means  which  they  think  calculated  to  effect 
the  object,  and  which  a  just  regard  to  their  situa- 
tion will  permit.  But  they  must  be  allowed  to 
pursue  the  object,  in  such  manner  as  may  comport 
with  that  situation.  While  they  surrender  no  ac- 
tual right,  in  preserving  which  there  is  acommou 
interest ;  while  they  violate  no  pre-existing  en- 
gagemen,[  (and  these  they  have  not  surrendered  or 
violated,)  they  must  juclge  ecclusively  for  them- 
selves how  far  they  will  or  ought  to  go  in  their 
efibrts  to  acquire  new  rights,  or  establish  Dew  prin- 
ciples. When  they  surrender  this  privilege,  they 
cease  to  be  independent,  and  they  will  no  longer 
deserve  to  be  free,  They  will  have  surrendered 
into  other  hands  the  .nost  sacred  of  deposites — 
the  right  of  self-government ;  and  instead  of  the 
approbation,  they  wilt  merit  the  contempt  of  the 

Those  parts  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Britain,  which  hive  been  selected  by 
France  as  injurious  to  her,  have  been  now  exam- 
ined. The  undersigned  are  too  well  convinced 
that  they  in  no  degree  justify  the  enmity  they  aie 
alleged  to  have  produced,  not  to  rely  on  a  can- 
did recouside ration  of  them  as  a  sure  meftn  of 
supposed  to 
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t  Commercial  Trraly  vith  Eagland  seems  to  be 
reprabaied  as  furnishing  jiui  cause  of  offence  to 
France;  and  Mr.  Adet  has  permitted  bimseif  to 
u;:  "Itm^  a  little  maltei  ooly  to  allow  the 
English  to  avail  thetDselres  of  the  adrantages  of 
[>nr  Irealy:  it  was  necessary  to  assure  these  to 
them  by  the  aid  of  a  <:ontract,  which  might  serre 
It  once  as  a  reply  to  the  claims  of  France,  and  as 
peremptory  motives  for  refusals;  (he  true  cause 
of  which  il  was  requisite  incessanity  to  disguise 
to  her  under  speeioua  pretexts.  Su«h  was  the  ob- 
ject of  Mr.  Jay's  mission  to  London ;  su'ch  was 
the  object  of  a  negotiation  enveloped  from  its  ori- 
gin ia  the  shadow  of  mystery,  and  covered  with 
the  veil  of  dissimulation.''' 

Passing  over  this  extraordinary  language,  the 
andersigned,  being  only  desirous  of  producing  ac- 
commodation by  the  exhibition  of  truih^  will  con- 
sider the  opinion  which  is  obliquely  hinted,  and 
Ae  fact  which  is  directly  averred. 

The  practice  of  forming  commercial  treaties  is 
90  universal  among  other  nations,  having  any  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  each  other,  that  it  seems 
unnecessary  lo  discuss  their  utility.  The  right  lo 
form  these  treaties  has  been  so  universally  assert- 
ed and  admitted,  that  it  seems  to  be  the  insepara- 
ble attribute  of  sovereigntyj  to  be  questioned  only 
by  those  who  questiun  the  right  of  a  pation  to  gov- 
ern itself,  and  to  be  ceded  only  by  those  who  are 
prepared  to  cede  their  independence. 

Bnt  the  prosperity  of  the  United  Stales  is.  in  a 
Fccuiiar  deeree,  promoted  by  external  commerce. 
A  people  almost  exclusively  agricultural  have  not 
within  themselves  a  market  for  the  surplus  pro- 
duce of  their  labor,  or  a  sufficient  number  and 
variety  of  articles  of  exchange  to  sUpply  the 
wants  of  the  caltivaior:  they  cannot  hare  an  in- 
tenial,  which  will  cotnpensate  for  the  loss  of  an 
external  'commerce.  They  must  search  abroad 
for  manufactures,  and  for  many  other  articles 
which  contribute  to  ih6  comfort  and  convenience 
of  life,  and  they  must  search  abroad  also  for  a 
■narltet  for  that  large  portioo  of  the  produc- 
tions of  theJT  soil  which  cannot  be  consumed 
at  home.  The  policy  of  a  nation  thus  circum- 
■tanced  must  ever  be  to  encourage  external  com- 
merce, and  to  open  to  itself  every  possible  market 
for  the  disposition  of  its  superfluities,  and  the  sup- 
ply of  its  wants.  The  commercial  and  manufac- 
turing character  and  capacities  of  England  must 
turn  into  that  channel  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  commerce  of  any  nation  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  United  Staler.  It  it  a  market  too 
important  and  too  valuable  to  be  voluntarily 
closed ;  in  consequence,  a  considerable  portion  of 
their  commerce  has  taken  that  direction,  and  a 
continual  solicitude  has  been  manifested  to  regu- 
late and  secure  it  by  contract.  To  abolish  this 
commerce,  or  to  refuse  to  give  it  permanence  and 
secnriijr  by  fair  and  equal  stipulations,  would  be 
a  sacrifice  which  no  nation  ought  to  require,  and 
which  no  nation  ought  to  make.  In  forming;  her 
Treaty  of  Amitv  and  Contmeice  with  the  tfniled 
States,  Prance  claimed  no  such  prerogatire.  That 
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treaty  declares  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  be, 
"  10  fix  in  an  equitable  and  permaoent  manner  the 
rules  which  ought  to  be  followed  relative  to  the 
correspondence  and  commerce,  which  the  two  par- 
ties desire  lo  establish  between  their  respective 
countries.  States,  and  subjects;"  and  thai  they 
have  judged  that  the  said  end  could  not  be  better 
obtained  than  by  taking  for  the  basis  of  their  agree- 
ment the  most  perfeciequalitvand  reciprocity ;  and 
by  carefully  avoiding  all  of  tnose  burdensome  pre- 
ferences w&ich  are  usually  sources  of  debate,  em- 
barrassment, and  discontent;  by  leaving  also  each 
part^  at  liberty  to  make,  respecting  commerce  and 
navigation,  those  interior  regulations  which  il 
shairSod  most  convenient  to  itself ;  and  by  found- 
ing the  advantages  of  commerce  solely  upon  re- 
ciprocal utility,  and  the  just  rules  of  free  Inter- 
course ;  reserving  withal  to  each  party  tbe  liberty 
of  admitting  at  its  pleasure  oiher  nations  to  a  par- 
ticipation of  tbe  same  advantages."  The  treaty 
Itself  contains  no  stipulations  in  any  degree  con- 
tradictory to  these  declarations  of  the  preamble,  or 
which  could  suggest  q  suspicion  that  under  those 
declarations  we  concealed  a  wish  to  abridge  the 
sovereignty  of  ihe  United  States  with  respect  to 
treaties,  or  to  control  (heir  interests  with  regard  to 
commerce.  In  forming  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Britain,  therefore,  in  which  no  peculiar  privil^e 
is  (panted,  ihe  Government  of  the  United  States 
believed  itself  to  be  (raosacling  a  business  exclu- 
sively its  own,  which  could  give  umbrage  to  none, 
and  which  no  other  nation  on  earth  would  con- 
sider itself  as  having  a  tight  to  interfere  in.  There 
existed,  consequently.nomotiveforconcealingfrom 
or  declaring  to  France,  or  any  other  Power,  that 
the  negotiations  of  Mr.  Jay  might  or  might  not 
terminate  in  a  commercial  treaty.  The  declara- 
tion, therefore,  was  not  made,  nor  is  it  usaal  for 
nations,  about  lo  enter  into  negotiations,  to  pro- 
claim to  others  the  various  objects  to  which  those 
negotiations  may  possibly  be  directed.  Such  is 
not,  nor  has  it  ever  been  the  practice  of  France. 
To  suppose  a  necessity  or  a  duty  on  the  part  of 
one  (Government  thus  to  proclaim  all  its  views,  or 
to  consult  another  with  respect  to  its  arrangements 
of  its  own  al&irs,  is  to  imply  a  dependence,  to 
which  no  Government  ought  willingly  to  submit. 
So  far  as  the  interests  of  France  might  be  involved 
in  the  negotiation,  the  instruction  given  to  the  ne- 
gotiator were  promptly  communicated.  The  Min- 
ister of  this  Republic  was  informed  officially  that 
Mr.  Jay  was  instructed  not  to  weaken  the  engage- 
ments of  the  United  Stales  to  France.  Further 
information  was  neither  to  have  been  required  or 
expected,  indeed,  that  which  wa.*  given  lurnished 
reason  to  supjMie  that  one  of  the  objects  of  (he 
negotiation  with  Great  Britain  was  a  commercial 
irealy.  Why,  then,  such  unnecessary  and  unme- 
rited sarcasms  against  a  cautious  and  unoffending 
ally?  Those  objects  which  she  pursued  were 
such  as  an  independent  nation  might  legitimatelr 
purnue,and  such  as  America  never  nad  dissemble)], 
and  never  deemed  it  necessary  to  dissemble  hei 
wish  to  obtain.  Why  should  an  effort  be  made 
to  impress  France  with  an  opinion  that  Mr,  Jay 
was  not  aatborized  to  negotiate  a  eommerciu 
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treaty  wiih  Biitaia,  when  the  fixed  opinion  of 
America  had  ever  been,  that  France  could  not  be 
and  ought  not  lo  be  dissatisfied  with  the  faimatioD 
of  auch  a  ireatr?  Why  should  the  Minister  ol 
France  have  been  informed  officially  that  Mr. 
Jay  was  especially  inalructed  not  to  weaken  the 
eaga^ements  of  the  United  States  to  France,  if  it 
was  utended  to  convince  that   Minister  that  his 


connected  with  those  engagements?  To  what 
purpose  should  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  have  practised  a  deception  deemed  by  itself 
totally  unnecessary^  and  wttich  its  utmost  efforts 
could  not  long-  continue  ?  It  requires  an  equal  de- 
gree of  folly  and  vice  to  practise  an  useless  fraud 
which  must  iuevitably  and  immediately  be  i' 
tecled,  and  the  detection  of  which  must  expose 
authors  to  general  infamy,  as  well  as  to  the  enmiiv 
of  those  on  whom  the  ft«ud  bad  been  practiseJ. 
These  considerations  ought  to  have  produced  some 
hesitation  concerning  the  fact.  The  testimony  in 
support  df  it  ought  to  have  been  very  positive  and 
very  unezcep  lion  able  before  it  received  implicit 
faiin.  It  should  havebeen  very  clear  that  there  was 
no  mistake,  no  misunderstanding  concerning  the 
ioformation  communicated,  before  the  charge  was 
made  in  such  terms  as  the  Minister  of  France  has 
been  pleased  to  employ.  But  the  testimony  is  be- 
lieved to  be  satisfactory,  that  the  GovErnment  of 
the  United  States  has  not  endeavored  to  impress 
on  France  any  opinion  on  ibis  subject  which  the 
fact  of  the  case  did  not  warrant.  The  declaratic 
of  Mr.  Randolph,  made  July  Sth.  1795,  is  full  c 
this  point.  It  is  in  these  words:  ''I  never  caul 
with  truth  have  informed  the  French  Minister  tbi 
the  mission,  as  set  forth  in  the  President's  Mes- 
sage to  the  Senate,  contemplated  only  an  adjust- 
meat  of  our  complaints ;  if  by  this  phrase  it  lie  in- 
tended to  exclude  commercial  arrangements.  I 
could  have  no  reason  for  sayinK  so,  since  the 
French  Republic  could  have  nothing  to  do  with 
our  commercial  arrangements,  if  they  did  not 
derogate  from  her  rights.  It  could  have  answered 
no  purpose  when  so  short  a  time  would  develop 
the  contrary.  I  never  did  inform  the  French  Min- 
ister as  is  above  stated. 

"The  only  official  conversation,  which  I  recol- 
lect with  Mr.  Fauchet  upon  this  subject,  was 
when  I  communicated  to  him,  with  the  Presi- 
dent's permission,  that  Mr.  Jay  was  instructed  not 
to  weaken  our  eneagements  lo  France.  Neither 
then  nor  at  any  other  time,  in  official  or  unofficial 
conversation,  did  I  ever  say  to  him  that  nothing 
of  a  commercial  nature  was  cootemplaied,  orthaC 
nothing  but  the  controversies  under  the  old  treaty 
and  (he  spoliations  were  contemplated. 

"  Mr.  Fauchet  sometime  ago  said  to  me  that  he 
anderstond  from  what  I  said,  that  Mr.  Jay  was  not 
authorixed  to  neat  of  commercial  matters.  I  told 
him  that  be  misunderstood  me }  no  letter  hasever 
passed  upon  this  subject." 

If,  then,  Mr.  Randolph  did  give  Mr.  Fauchet  the 
information  contended  for,  it  is  plain  that  he  never 
was  authorized  to  do  so ;  but  ibe  considerations 
already  detailed  render  it  iofiniiely  more  probable 
thai  Mr.  Fauchet  has  misunderstood  Mr.  Ran- 


dolph, than  that  Mr.  Randolph  ha*  misinfotined 
Mr.  Fauchet. 

The  undersigned  have  taken,  they  trust,  a  cor- 
rect view  of  the  leading  and  influential  measures 
adopted  by  the  Government  <rf  the  United  Suits. 
They  have  endeavored  to  stale,  wilh  plainness 
and  with  candor,  the  motives  wnich  have  occa- 
sioned the  adoption  of  those  measures,  and  the 
operation  they  are  believed  to  have.  They  hare 
shown  that,  if  America  is  to  be  reproached  with 
partialities,  irreconcileable  with  her  neutral  siia- 
aiioo,  it  is  not  by  France  that  those  reproschei 
ought  to  be  made.  They  h^ve  been  induced  lo 
take  ibb  review  by  a  hope,  which  they  cannot  re- 
linquish without  regret,  that  it  may  contribute  to 
efiace  impressions  which  misrepresentation  majf 
have  made,  and  to  take  from  the  intenlions  and 
conduct  of  the  Qovernment  they  represent,  that 
false  coloriikg  which  unfriendly  pencils  have  50 
profusely  bestowed  upon  them.  They  are  sni- 
loua  still  to  cherish  the  hope  that,  by  exposing 
frankly  and  sincerely  the  sentiments  which  hi'« 
hitherto  guided  their  nation,  they  may  restore  dis- 
positions on  the  part  cf  France,  compatible  niik 
the  continuance  of  those  sentiments. 

Complaints  have  beei)  made  that  in  the  appli- 
cation in.  particular  cases  of  those  general  principle: 
which  the  neutral  situation  of  the  United  Suies 
rendered  indispensable,  inconveniences  and  veu- 
lionE  Which  were  unavoidable  have  been  some- 
times susiain'ed-  These  complainia  have  been 
serarately  and  fully  discusssed. 

The  undersigned  persuade  themselves  that  tlie 
explanations  which  have  been  given  respeciiog 
them,  if  not  entirely  satisfactory,  have  yet  beea 
such  as  to  prove  the  good  faith  and  uprigbt  io- 
tenlions  wnich  have  never  cessed  to  direct  the 
conduct  of  the  United  Slates. 

If,  notwithstanding  this  good  faith  and  the  pu- 
rity of  ihese  intentions,  the  difficulty  of  tbeir  situ- 
ation has  in  any  case  produced  even  an  invaluD- 
tary  departure  from  those  principles  by  which 
they  profess  to  be  guided,  ihey  are  ready  w  coa- 
sider  that  case,  and  to  repair  any  fault  whictimsy 
inadvertently  have  been  committed.  Wiib  these 
dispositions  on  their  part,  wilb  this  cODSciousae^s 
of  having  never  ceased  to  merit  the  friendshipond 
esteem  of  the  French  nation,  with  a  contictioo 
that  a  temperate  and  thorough  view  of  the  pasl 
cannot  fail  to  remove  the  prejudices  not  warranted 
by  facts,  the  United  States  have  relied  conGdentlr 
on  the  justice  Of  France  for  a  discontinuance  aad 
reparaiioo  of  those  seiious  and  heavy  injuricj 
which  have  been  accimiulaied  on  them. 

Desirous  of  establishing,  not  the  dependence" 
a  weak  oo  a  powerful  nation,  but  thai  real  and 
cordial  friendship,  the  willing  and  spontaneous  of- 
fering of  generous  minds,  which  con  only  be  last- 
ing when  evidenced  to  be  mutual,  and  can  onl^ 
be  preserved  when  bottomed  on  reciprocal  jusiw*. 
the  undersigned  will  now  represent  with  candtjt 
and  frankness  the  well-founded  complaints  wUh 
which  they  are  charged. 

These  complaints  consist—  , 

Of  claims  un controverted  by  the  Governmenl  ol 
France,  but  which  remain  unsatisfied,  and 
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Of  diiau  founded  on  ciptures  and  confiscaiioot. 
Ac  illegaliiy  of  whieh  haii  not  f  el  been  admitted. 

In  [he  first  class  of  cases  are  amoved — 

litlf.  Those  wboie  prtHwrty  has  been  seized 
mitt  the  deci«e  of  the  National  ConTentiun  of 
iIk  Mb  May,  1793. 

2dlf.  Those  who  are  entitled  to  eompeosalioo 
in  conseqaence  of  the  long  detention  of  their  ves- 
Kb  Bt  Bordeaux,  in  the  years  of  1793  and  1794. 

3dly.  The  holders  of  bills  and  other  eridences 
<ifdcHadae,dniwaby  the  colonJH)  administrations 
is  [be  WeHt  Indies. 

4thly.  Those  whose  cargoes  hare  been  appro- 
ftiaied  lo  public  use  without  receiving  therefor 
tdcquaie  Myment;  and 

Slhly.  Those  who  hare  supplied  the  OoTera- 
MDt  Qoder  co[)traci  with  its  a?en(9,  which  have 
io[  yet  been  complied  with  on  the  part  of  France. 

Tliese  well-founded  claims  of  American  citi- 
inu,  thus  originatinff  inroluntary  and  important 
applies,  in  the  forcible  seizure  of  valuable  prop- 
mj,  accompanied  with  promises  of  payment,  and 
iji  inJDtious  detentions,  constitute  a  mass  of  debt 
"))icli  the  jusuce  and  good  faith  of  the  French 
GuierDioeiit  eannot  refuse  to  provide  for,  and 
vbich  is  too  considerable  to  be  unnoticed  by  (hat 
of  (he  United  States.  The  undersigiied  are  io- 
imicied  to  solicit  your  attention  to  this  subject, 
ifld  they  would  persuade  themseWes  that  they  do 
utiolicit  in  vain.  So  many  circumstances  eoo' 
«t  to  give  force  U>  the  application,  thai  they  leave 
u  10  four  Government,  in  the  confidence  that  no 
tddiiional  repreientations  can  be  necessary. 

They  pass  to  complaints  still  more  important 
tor  theiT  amount,  more  interesting  in  their  nature, 
ud  nme&aTious  in  their  consequences. 

Ob  the  14th  Messidor,  4th  year  of  the  French 
Republic,  one  and  indivisible,  (July  2d,  1796,)  the 
Kncutive  Directory  decreed,  "  that  all  nentral  or 
•Hied  Powers  shall,  without  delay,  be  notified  that 
tktSag  ofthe  French  Republic  will  treat  neutral 
tsieli,  either  as  to  confiscation,  as  to  searches  or 
<xfmn,  ia  the  »ame  manner  as  they  shall  suffer 
Ike  Enzlish  to  treat  them."  This  decree,  in  any 
put  af  view  in  which  it  can  be  considered,  could 
Mtfiil  to  excite  in  the  United  States  [he  most  se- 
nou  ilteiition.  It  dispenses  at  once,  as  they  cou- 
ai'e,  with  the  most  solemn  obligations  which 
E^iipact  can  create,  and  consequently  asserts  a 
1^  on  the  part  of  France  to  recede  at  her  di 
<^iui  from  any  stipulations  she  may  have  ei 
ited  into.  It  has  been  demonstrated  that  Goveti 
mcau  may  by  contract  change,  as  between  then 
"I'M,  the  rules  established  by  the  law  of  nation  , 
ud  that  such  contract  becomes  completely  obiiga- 
'WT  pn  the  parties,  though  it  can  in  do  manner  affect 
the  rights  of  othen ;  yet,  by  this  decree,  allies  with 
*|ioai  such  stipulations  exist,  are  to  be  treated 
wthwi  r^ard  10  such  stipulations,  in  the  same 
maniKr  as  they  are  treated  by  others,  who  are 
BMud  by  a  different  rule.  This,  as  it  respects  the 
"wiei  States,  is  the  more  unfriendly,  because  a 
"adiness  has  been  manifested  on  then  part  so  to 
"wxiifT  by  consent  their  treaty  with  France,  as  to 
'tuuute  the  rules  established  by  the  law  of  oa- 


The  ifeneral  terms  too,  in  which  this  decree  is 
conceivM,  threatened  but  too  certainly  the  mis- 
chiefs it  has  generated,  asd  the  abuses  which 
have  been  practised  under  it.  Neutrals  are  to  be 
treated  as  they  shall  permit  the  English  to  treat 
them.  No  rule  extracted  from  the  practice  of 
England  is  laid  down  which  might  govern  the 
cruisers  of  France,  or  instruct  the  vessels  of  nen- 
trals.  No  principles  are  stated,  manifesting  the 
opinion  entertained  of  the  treatment  received  from 
England,  which  might  enable  a  neutral  to  contro- 
vert that  opinion,  and  to  show  that  the  English 
were  not  permitted  to  treat  its  Sag  as  was  sup- 
posed by  the  Oovernment  of  France,  To  Judge 
from  the  decree  itself,  from  any  information  given 
concerning  it,  or  from  the  practice  under  it.  those 
who  were  to  be  benefited  by  its  abuse  were  to  de- 
cide in  what  manner  it  should  be  executed  ;  and 
the  cruiser  who  should  fall  in  with  a  valuable 
vessel  had  only  to  consult  his  rapacity,  in  order 
to  determine  whether  an  English  privateer,  meet- 
ing a  vessel,  under  similar  circumstances,  would 
capture  and  bring  her  into  port.  Multiplied  ex- 
cesses, and  accumulated  vexations  could  not  but 
have  been  apprehended  from  such  a  decree,  and 
the  fact  has  realized  every  fear  that  was  enter- 
tained concerning  it.  It  has  been  construed  even 
in  Europe  to  authorize  the  capture  and  condem- 
nation of  American  vessels,  for  the  single  circum- 
stance of  their  being  destined  for  a  British  port. 
At  no  period  of  the  war  has  Britain  undertaken  to 
exercise  such  a  power.  At  no  period  of  the  war 
has  she  asserted  such  a  right.  It  is  a  power  which 
prostrates  every  principle  of  national  sovereignty, 
and  to  which  no  nation  cao  submit  without  re- 
linquishing at  the  same  time  its  best  interests  and 
sacrificing  Its  dearest  rights.  This  power  has  been 
exercised  by  France  on  the  rich  and  unprotected 
commerce  of  an  ally,  on  the  presumj[)tion  that  that 
ally  was  sustaining  the  same  injuries  from  Brit- 
ain, at  a  lime  when  it  is  believed  that  the  depre* 
datious  of  that  nation  had  ceased,  and  the  princi- 
ple of  compensating  for  them  bad  been  recogaised. 

In  the  Went  Indies  similar  depredations  have 
been  experiencral.  On  the  1st  of  An^st,  1796, 
the  special  a^nts  of  the  Eiecniive  Directory  to 
the  Windward  Islands,  decreed  that  all  vessels 
loaded  with  contraband,  should  be  seized  and  con- 
fiscated for  the  benefit  of  the  captors. 

On  the  7ih  Friraaire,  5th  year  of  the  French 
Republic,  one  and  indivisible,  (STih  November, 
1796.)  the  commission,  delegated  by  the  French 
Republic  to  the  Leeward  Islands,  resolved  that  the 
captains  of  French  national  vessels  and  privateers 
are  authorized  to  stop  and  bring  into  the  ports  of 
the  colony,  American  vessels  bound  to  English 
ports,  or  coming  from  the  said  ports. 

On  the  19th  Pluviose,  5th  year  of  the  French 
Republic,  one  and  indivisible,  (Februarv  Isl,  1797,) 
Victor  Hugues  and  Lebas,  the  special  agents  of 
the  Executory  Directory  to  the  Windward  Islands, 
passed  a  decree,  subjecting  to  capture  and  confisca- 
tion neutral  vessels  destined  for  the  Windward  and 
Leeward  Islands  of  America,  delivered  up  to  the 
English,  and  occupied  and  defended  by  the  emi- 
gmnts.  These  ports  aresaid  to  be  Martiiiico,St.Lu> 
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cie,  Tobago,  Demarara,  Berbice,  lEssequibo,  Porl- 
■u-Ptincp,St.Mark'5,L'Arcbaye,a[idJereiiiie.  The 
decree  also  subjecls  la  capture  alt  vessels  which 
have  cleared  out  for  ihe  West  Indies  geDerall^. 

The  uadersigned  will  Dot  detain  vou,  Cinzen 
Minister,  for  the  purpose  of  proving  how  directly 
and  openly  these  decrees  riolate  both  tlie  law  of 
DBlioDS  and  the  treaty  between  France  and  ihe 
United  Slates. 

They  have  beeo  executed  on  the  officers  and 
crews  of  the  captured  veifeU  in  a  manner  by  no 
means  calculated  to  mitigate  their  rigor. 

The  decree  of  the  Ulh  of  Messidor  was  soon 
followed  by  another,  which  has  spared  but  tittleof 
the  American  commerce,  except  what  has  fortu- 
nately escaped  the  pursuit  of  the  cruisers  ofFiance. 
Oa  the  12lb  Venlose,  5lh  year,  (2d  March,  1797.) 
the  Executive  Directory,  considering  tbe  Treaty 
of  Amity.  Commerce,  and  Navigation,  concluded 
■t  London,  the  I9tb  of  November,  1794,  between 
the  said  United  States  and  Englaod.  as  coniaioing 
concessions  of  privileges  to  Britain  which,  under 
the  treaty  of  February,  1778,  might  be  enjoyed  by 
ihin  Republic  also,  proceeds  to  modify  the  treaty 
between  France  aud  the  United  States,  by  declar- 
ing enemies'  goods,  in  American  bottoms,  liable 
to  capture  and  conSscation  ;  by  enlarging  the  list 
of  contraband,  and  by  subjecting  to  punishment, 
BS  a  pirate,  any  American  citizen  holding  a  com- 
mission given  by  the  enemies  of  France,  as  well 
as  every  seaman  of  that  nation,  makins  a  part  of 
Ihe  crew  of  the  enemies's  ships.    The  decree  next 

Exceeds  to  exact  from  Americans,  papers  which 
d  been  made  neceasary  to  establish  the  neu- 
trality of  foreign  vessels  generally,  by  the  ordi- 
nance of  tbe  26th  July,  1778,  but  which  had  never 
been  considered  a^  applying  to  the  United  States, 
which  required  papers  their  vessels  could  not  be 
supposed  10  possess,  and  which  the  treaty  between 
the  two  nations  was  supposed  to  have  rendered 
unnecessary, 

Tbe  basis  taken  bytlie  Executive  Directory. on 
which  (o  rest  their  modification  of  the  treaty  of 
the  6th  of  February,  1778,  is,  that  by  the  treaty 
of  the  I9ih  of  November,  1794,  particular  favors 
in  respect  of  commerce  and  navigation  have  been 
granted  to  England. 

It  has  been '  demonstrated,  that  no  particular 
favors  in  respect  of  commerce  or  navigation,  have 
been  granted  to  Eng.and.  That  treaty  has  been 
shown  only  to  recognise,  regulate,  and  moderate 
the  exercise  of  rights  before  possessed,  and  before 
Openly  acknowledged  to  be  possessed ;  rights 
which  France  and  America  liad  reciprocally 
ceded  to  each  other,  without  requiring,  as  a  condi- 
tion of  the  cession,  that  eilher  should  compel 
England  lu  form  a  similar  stipulation. 

But  to  admit  for  a  moment  that  (he  treaty  with 
England  might  be  considered  as  stipulating  fa- 
vors not  before  possessed,  yet  the  American  Gk)v- 
ernment  did  nut  so  andersiand  that  treaty,  and 
had  manifested  a  disposition  to  modify,  by  ccnn- 
mon  ean«enl,  its  relations  with  this  Republic,  in 
(uch  manner  as  to  reinstate  a  rule,  which  has 
been  voluntarily  changed.  It  cannot  but  be  sin- 
«cr«l)r  r^reded,  because  it  seemed  to  indicate  an 


unfriendly  temper,  thai  France  has  deemed  it 
more  eligible  to  establish  by  force,  in  upposttioa 
to  her  treaty,  a  principle  which  she  deemed  con- 
venient, than  to  fix  ihat  principle  on  the  fair  basis 
of  mutual  and  amicable  agreement 

But  tbe  clause,  under  wHich  these  modifications 
are  justified,  is  in  these  words :  "  Tbe  Most  Chris- 
tian King  and  the  United  Stales  engage  mutuslly 
not  to  grant  any  particular  favor  to  otner  BBtions, 
in  respect  uf  commerce  and  navigation,  which 
shall  not  immediatelv  become  common  to  the 
other  party,  who  shall  enjoy  the  same  favor  free- 
ly, if  the  concession  was  freely  made,  or  on  alloir- 
ing  the  same  compensation,  if  the  concession  was 
conditional."  If  these  stipulations  unequivocally 
amounted  to  the  ^ant  of  favors,  still  the  gtant  it 
not  gratuitous.  The  concessions  on  the  part  of 
the  United  Slates  are  made  on  condition  oi  simi- 
lar concessions  on  tbe  part  of  Britain.  If,  tfaere- 
fore,  France  chooses  to  consider  them  as  modifi- 
cations of  the  treaty  of  1778,  she  can  onl;f  do  it 
by  granting  the  reciprocal  condition :  on  this  sup- 
position, she  hat  either  of  tbe  rules  at  her  eleciiaa, 
but  she  cannot  vary  from  the  first  without  s  com- 
pact an  her  part  to  grant  the  reciprocal  stipula' 
tion.      Sucb  a  compact  is  io   the  nature  of  a 

But  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  decree  of  the 
12lh  Ventose,  5th  year  (March  2, 1797)  asfoundfd 
on  the  17th,  18tb,  and  Slsi  articles  of  the  treaty 
of  the  I9th  November,  1794,  are  materially  va- 
riant from  those  articles.  To  demonstrate  Ihiik  it 
is  only  necessary  to  contrast  the  rules  of  the  de* 
cree  with  the  articles  of  the  treaty  on  which  those 
rules  are  said  to  be  founded. 

Articles  of  the  Treat;  of  the  IBth  of  Noiewbcr,  ITM, 
as  quoted  b;  tbe  DiiBCtoi;. 
''Art.  svii.  Ii  is  agreed,  that  in  all  cases  where 
vessels  shall  be  captured  or  detained  on  just  sa»- 
piciun  of  having  on  board  enemies'  property,  (tf 
of  carrying  to  the  enemy  any  of  the  articles  which 
are  conttanand  of  war,  the  said  vessels  sball  be 
brought  to  the  nearest  or  most  conveDtent  port. 
and  if  any  property  of  an  enemy  should  be  found 
□n  board  such  vessels,  that  pan  only  wbich  be- 
longs to  the  enemy  shall  be  made  prize,  ana 
the  vessel  shall  be  at  liberty  to  proceed  with  the 
remainder  without  any  impediment.  And  it  i» 
agreed,  that  all  proper  measures  shall  be  taken  to 
prevent  delay  in  tiecidiog  the  cases  of  ships  or 
cargoes  so  brought  for  adjudiealion ;  and  in  the 
payment  or  recovery  of  any  indemnification  ad- 
judged or  agreed  to  be  paid  to  the  owners  or  mas- 
ters of  such  ships." 

Rules  estaUished  by  the  arrSt  of  tbe  Direciaiy- 
"Role  i.  According  to  the  aeventeeih  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  London,  of  the  nineteenth  of 
November,  1794,  all  merchandiseof  the  enemy," 
merchandise  not  sufficiently  proved  to  be  neutnl, 
laden  under  the  American  flag,  shall  be  eoDfisa|^ 
ted,  but  the  vessel  on  board  of^  which  it  shall  be 
found,  shall  be  released  and  restored  to  the  owMt- 
It  is  enjoined  on  the  Commisaaries  of  the  Exeen- 
tive  Directory,  to  accelerate,  by  all  the  meint  id 


.dbyGoogle 


3401 


APPENDIX. 

BHoHont  vitk  Pranet. 


their  power,  the  decision  of  cnoiests  which  shall 
uise  either  on  ihe  ralidiiy  of  the  prize-cargo,  or 
oa  ihe  freight  and  demurrage." 

Aceording  to  the  article,  when  on  just  gtttpicwn 
of  having  oti  board  eoemjr'a  property,  m  of  carry- 
ing to  the  enemf  contrabatid  of  war,  a  veajsel  shall 
be  biQtigbt  iDto  port,  that  part  (mijr  which  beloDgs 
10  the  eoemy  shall  he  made  pri7e ;  according  to 
■be  article,  ttten,  the  fact  whether  the  properly 
does  oi  does  Dot  oelong  to  an  f^aemy,  is  to  be  fair- 
ly triad.  The  party  who  would  estabiish  the  fact, 
must  prove  it  The  captor  must  ahowi be  justice 
of  the  snspicioii  on  which  the  capture  or  deten- 
tion was  fouDded.  The  burden  of  the  proof  rests 
on  him.  If,  in  truth  and  id  fact,  the  property 
does  Doi  belong  to  an  enemy,  or  is  not  proved  10 
belong  to  ao  enemy,  it  must  be  discharged.  But 
the  rule  parsues  a  different  course.  The  rule  de- 
dires.  ihal  merchaadiie  of  the  enemy,  or  not  suf- 
ficiently proved  to  be  neutral,  ladeued  under  the 
American  Sag,  shall  be  confiscated.  The  burden 
of  ihe  proof  ii  shifted  from  the  captor  lo  Ihe  cap- 
tured. The  question  to  be  tried  is  not  solely  whe- 
ther the  merchandise  be  in  fact  the  property  of 
an  enemy,  but  also  whether  it  be  sufficiently  proved 
Id  be  neutral.  The  sufficiency  of  this  proof  is  to 
be  ascertained,  not  by  general  and  snii-ifactoty 
testimony,  not  by  (he  great  principles  of  truth, 
tnd  the  common  understanding  of  mankind,  but 
by  ihe  exhibition  of  certain  papers  demaodableat 
(he  will  of  one  of  the  larties,  and  not  in  the  pos- 
wssion  of  the  other.  This  may  be  a  regulation 
which  France  chooses  to  establish,  but  cerlainly 
il  is  a  regulation  esseniially  variant  from  the  arti- 
cle it  professes  10  resemble. 

'^Art.  XVIII.  In  order  (o  regulate  what  is  in  fu- 
ture to  beesleemed  contrabnnd  of  war,  it  is  agreed 
tbit  under  the  said  denomioalion  shall  be  com- 
priied  all  arms  and  implements  serving  for  the 
pnrpoies  of  war,  by  land  or  by  sea,  as  cannon, 
nmskeis,  moriars,  petards,  bombs,  grenades,  car- 
casses,  saucissea,  carriages   for  cannon,   musket- 


lesis,  bandoliers,  gunpowder,  match,  saltpetre,  ball. 
Bikes,  swords,  neau-pieees,  cuirasses,  halberds 
Unces,  javelins,    horse-furniiure,  holsters,  belts, 


ud  generally  all  other  implements  of  v 

alM  .timber  for  ship-building,  tar,  or  rosin,  copper 

in  sheets,  sails,  hemp,  and  cordage,  and  generally 

whatever  may  serve  directly  to  the  equipmeni  of 

vesseti,  unwrougbt  iron,  and  fir  plank,  only  ei- 

eepled." 

"RijLE  II.  According  to  the  16lh  arlicle  of  the 
Treaiy  of  London,  of  the  19th  of  November, 
1794,  lo  the  articles  declared  conirabaod  by  the 
Wth  arlicle  of  the  Treaty  of  the  6th  of  February, 
1178,  are  added  the  following  articles:  Timber 
for  fhip-building,  pitch,  tar,  and  rosin,  copper  in 
sbeeli,  sails,  hemp,  and  cordage,  and  everything 
which  serves  direclly  or  indirectly  for  the  arma- 
mem  and  eauipment  of  vessels,  unwrought  iron 
aod  fir  planks  excepted.  These  several  articles 
■hall  be  confisciied  whenever  they  shall  be  des- 
tined or  attempted  to  be  carried  to  the  enemy." 

The  immense  namber  of  articles  which  may 
Ntre  indirectly  for  the  annameut  and  equipment 


of  vesseb  are  made  contraband  by  the  rule  of  the 
Directory,' though  they  are  not  so  by  the  article  it 
professes  to  cile. 

"/  "   "      "  .... 

jecis 

any  acts  of  hostility  or  violence  against  each, 
other,  nor  accept  commissions  or  instructions  ao 
to  act  from  any  foteign  Prince  or  State  enemiea 
lo  the  party;  not  shaU  the  enemies  of  one  of  the 
parties  be  permitted  10  invite  or  endeavor  to  enlist 
in  their  military  service  any  of  the  subjects  or* 
citizens  of  the  other  party,  and  the  laws  against 
all  such  offences  and  agressions  shall  be  punc- 
tually executed.  And  ilany  subieei  or  citizen  of 
the  said  panics,  respectively,  shall  accept  any  for- 
eign commission,  or  letters  of  marque,  for  arming 
any  vessel  to  act  as  a  privateer  against  the  other 
party,  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  lawful  for  the 
imA  party  to  treat  and  punish  the  said  subject  or 
citizen  having  such  commission,  or  letters  of 
marque,  as  a  pirate." 

"  Rule  111.  According  lo  the  21s(  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  London,  of  the  19th  of  November,  1794, 
every  individual  Imown  to  be  an  American,  Who 
shall  hold  a  commiuion  given  by  the  enemies  of 
France,  as  well  as  every  seaman  of  that  DBiion, 
making  a  part  of  the  crew  of  enemies'  ships,  shall, 
by  that  act,  be  declared  a  pirate,  and  treated  at 
such,  without  being  allowed,  in  any  case,  toall^e 
that  he  was  forced  to  do  it  by  violence  menaces, 
or  otherwise." 

The  Government  of  the  Uniled  States  has 
never  formed  a  treaty  comprehending  an  arlicle 
in  any  degree  similar  to  Ibis  rule.  It  has  never 
assented  lo  such  stipulations  as  they  relate  lo  it« 
own  citizens,  or  required  them  as  they  relate  to 
those  of  other  Powers.  The  difference  between 
the  article  and  the  rule  requires  no  comment. 
Nor  will  the  rule  be  commented  on.  The  uudei- 
signed  will  only  observe  that  the  article  is  by  no 
means  uncommon,  but  is  to  be  found  in  most  Crea- 
lies  of  amity  and  commerce.  The  Slst  article  of 
the  treaty  with  France,  the  19ih  of  the  (teatf 
with  the  Uniled  Provinces,  the  33d  of  the  Ireaty 
with  Sweden,  and  ihe  20th  arlicle  of  the  Ireat^ 
with  Prussia,  contain  similar  stipulations.  It  is 
not  easy  to  conceive  a  reason  why  it  should  not 
also  be  inserted  in  a  (teaty  with  England,  or  why 
its  insertion  should  give  offence  to  France. 

But  the  fourth  rule  of  the  decree  is,  in  its  oper- 
ation, the  most  extensive  and  the  most  seriously 
destructive.  That  rule  declares  that,  "conforma- 
bly to  the  law  of  the  14lh  of  February,  1793,  the 
regulations  of  the  Slst  of  October,  17U,  and  of 
the  26tb  of  Jaly,  177S,  concerning  the  manner  of 
proving  the  properly  of  neutral  ships  and  mer- 
chandise, shall  De  executed  according  to  their 
form  and  tenor. 

"  Every  American  ship  shall,  therefore,  be  a 
good  prize  which  shall  not  have  on  board  a  list  of 
the  crew  in  proper  form,  such  as  is  prescribed  by 
the  model  annexed  to  the  treaty  of  the  6ih  o{ 
February,  1778,  Ihe  observance  of  which  is  r&> 
quired  by  the  25th  and  27tb  articles  of  the  lame 
ireaty." 
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This  rule  requires  thai  American  ships  and 
merchandise,  in  order  to  prove  the  property  to  be 
American,  shall  exhihiC  certain  papers,  and  espe- 
cially R  r6]e  d'iquipage,  which  are  required  of 
D«(IIrals  generally  by  the  particular  marine  ordi- 
nance* or  France,  recited  in  the  decree  of  the  Di- 
leciory.  But  France  and  America  have  entered 
into  a  Eoiemn  treaty,  one  ohject  of  which  was  to 
Hcure  the  vessel)  of  either  party,  which  might  be 
at  peace,  from  the  cruisers  of  the  other  which 
might  be  engaged  in  war.  To  effect  this  object, 
the  contracling  parties  have  not  referred  each 
other  to  the  particular  statutes  or  ordinances  of 
either  Government,  but  have  enumerated  the  pa- 
pers vrhich  flhould  he  deemed  sufficient.  They 
have  done  more.  They  have  prescribed  the  very 
form  of  the  passport  which  should  establish  the 
neutrality  of  the  vessel,  and  prevent  her  beiofr 
diverted  from  her  course.  The  25th  and  27th 
articles  of  the  treaty  between  the  two  nations, 
which  are  quoted  by  the  Directory,  and  are  con- 
sidered by  the  undersigned  as  conclusive  on  this 
subject,  are  in  these  words : 

"Art.  xzv.  To  the  end  that  all  manner  of  dis- 
sensions and  quarrels  may  be  avoided  and  pre- 
vented on  the  one  side  and  on  the  other,  it  is 
agreed  that,  in  case  either  of  the  parties  hereto 
should  be  engaged  in  war,  the  ships  and  vessels 
belonging  to  the  subjects  or  people  of  the  other 
ally  must  be  furnished  with  sea-letters  or  pass- 
ports, expressing  the  name,  property,  aiid  bulk,  of 
the  ship,  as  also  the  name  and  place  of  habitation 
of  the  master  or  commander  of  the  said  ship,  that 
it  may  appear  thereby  that  the  raid  ship  really 
and  truly  belongs  to  the  subjects  of  one  of  the 
parties,  which  passports  shall  be  made  out  and 
granted  according  to  the  form  annexed  to  this 
treaty  ;  and  they  shall  likewise  be  recalled  every 
^ear,  that  is,  if  the  ship  happens  to  return  home 
in  the  space  of  a  year.  It  is  likewise  agreed  that 
such  ships,  being  laden,  are  to  he  provided  not 
only  with  passports,  as  above  mentioned,  but  also 
witn  certificates  containing  the  several  particu- 
lars of  the  carsD,  the  place  whence  the  ship  sailed, 
and  whither  she  is  bound,  that  so  it  may  be  known 
whether  any  forbidden  or  contraband  goods  be 
on  board  the  same ;  which  certificates  shall  be 


made  out  by  the  officers  of  the  place  whence  the 
^ip  set  sail,  in  the  accustomed  form ;  and  if  any 


by  the  othcers  oi  the  pi 
ail,  in  the  accustomed  fo: 

e  shall  think  it  fit  or  advisable  to  expri 
said  certificates,  the  person  to  whom  the  goods  on 
board  belong,  he  may  freely  do  so," 

"Art.  xivii.  If  the  ships  of  the  said  subjects, 
people,  or  inhabiianis,  of  either  of  the  parties, 
shall  be  met  with,  either  sailing  along  the  coasts, 
or  on  the  high  seas,  by  any  sliip  orwar  of  the 
other,  or  by  any  privateers,  the  said  ships  of  war  or 
privateers,  for  the  avoiding  of  any  disorder,  shall 
remain  out  of  cannon  shot,  and  may  send  their 
boats  aboard  the  merchant  ship,  which  they  shall 
to  meet  with,  and  may  enter  her  to  the  number  of 
two  or  three  men  only,  to  whom  the  master  or 
commander  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  exhibit 
his  passport,  concerning  the  property  of  the  ship, 
maae  ont  according  to  the  form  inserted  in  this 
present  treaty ;  and  the  ship,  when  she  shall  have 


showed  such  passport,  shall  be  free  and  at  liberty 
to  pursue  her  voyage,  so  as  it  shall  not  be  lawfol 
to  molest  or  search  her  in  any  manner,  or  to  give 
her    chase,   or   force   her   to   quit    her   intended 

ll  will  be  admitted  that  the  two  nations  pcssen 
the  power  of  agreeing  that  any  paper  in  any  form 
shall  be  the  sole  document,  demandable  by  either 
trom  the  other,  to  prove  ine  property  of  a  vessel 
and  cargo.  It  will  also  be  admitted,  Inat  an  agiee- 
ment  so  made  becomes  the  law  of  the  parties, 
which  must  retain  its  obligation. 

Examine,  then,  the  words  of  the  compact,  ind 
determine  by  fair  construction  what  will  satisfy 

The  25lh  articla  states  sabsuntially  the  con- 
tents of  a  paper,  which  is  termed  a  sea-letter  or 
passport,  and  which  "  it  is  agreed  that  m  case 
either  of  the  parties  should  M  mgnged  ia  wir, 
the  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  the  subjects  « 
people  of  the  other  ally  must  be  furnished  with." 
To  what  purpose  ate  they  to  be  furnished  with 
this  sea-letter  or  passport  7  The  article  answer^ 
"  To  the  end  that  all  manner  of  dissension  iwl 
quarrels  may  be  avoided  and  prevented  on  one 
side  and  the  other :  "  That  it  mav  appear  thereby 
that  the  ship  really  and  tmly  belongs  to  the  sab- 
jects  of  one  of  the  partiea." 

But  how  will  the  passport  "  prevent  and  avoid 
all  manner  of  dissensions  and  quarrels  on  one  side 
or  the  other,"  if  ordinances,  both  prior  and  sutat- 
quent  to  the  treaty,  are  to  he  understood  as  cm- 
trolling  it,  and  as  requiring  other  pipers  not  eoD- 
templated  in  the  public  agreement  of  the  two 
nations  ?  How  is  it  to  appear  from  the  passport, 
''that  the  thip  really  and  truly  belongs  to  the  sub- 
jects of  one  of  the  parties,"  if  it  is  denied  that 
the  passport  is  eviaence  of  that  fact,  and  con- 
tended that  other  papers,  not  alluded  lo  in  the 
treaty,  shall  be  adduced  to  imtve  it  % 

But  the  37th  article  is  still  more  explicit.  It 
declares  that  when  a  merchant  ship  of  one  of  the 
parties  shall  be  visited  by  the  ships  of  war  or  ki- 
vateers  of  the  other,  "  the  commander  of  such  ship 
or  vessel  shall  exhibit  his  passport,  coneening  the 
properly  of  the  ship,  made  out  according  to  the 
form  inserted  in  the  present  treaty,  and  the  ship, 
when  she  shall  have  showed  such  passport,  shiU 
be  free  and  at  liberty  to  pursue  her  voyage,  so  as 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  molest  or  aearcb  bcr  id 
any  manner,  or  to  give  her  chase,  or  force  her » 
quit  her  intended  course."  What  is  it  that  sbwi 
prove  the  property  of  the  vessel?  The  irest^ 
answers,  the  passport.  But  the  decree  of  tbe  Di- 
rectory requires  in  addition  certain  other  pspet^ 
perfectly  distinct  from  the  passport.  The  treaty 
declares  that  "  the  ship,  when  she  shall  h"e 
showed"  (not  the  rflle  d'tquip^,  or  any  other 
paper,  required  by  the  particular  ordinances  of 
eitner  nation,  butj^*  such  passports,  shall  b^  J^ 
and  at  liberty  to  pursue  her  voyage,  so  as  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  to  molest  or  search  her  in  any  mto- 
ner,  or  to  give  her  chase,  or  force  her  to  quit  M 
intended  course."  Yet  the  vessels  of  Amfn^i 
after  exhibiting  "such  passport,"  are  not  'tf» 
and  at  liberty  lo  purine  their  voyage;  lh*y«» 
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~  molesud ;"  ihej  are  "  chawd  i"  thej'  are  ^  forced 
to  quit  their  inteoded  course ;"  th«y  are  captured 
and  coDfitcated  as  hostile  property. 

ll  is  allied  that  ihe  form  of  tbe  passport,  wbich 
is  aQDexed  to  the  treaty,  manifests  that  certain 
acts  were  to  be  performed  by  the  person  to  whom 
tbe  passport  is  delivered,  and  tbat  such  penoD 
ouzbt  to  prove  the  peiformatice  of  those  acts. 

Bat  the  treaty,  far  from  requiring  such  proof, 
absolutely  dispenses  with  i(.  The  treaty  declarer 
that  the  passport  shall  ilaelf  evidence  the  properly 
of  the  Teasel,  and  secure  it  from  molestation  of 
any  sort.  By  consent  of  the  parties,  then,  tbe 
]n&tport  is  evidence  of  all  that  either  party  can 
ifqmre  from  the  other.  Neither  the  rigat  to  give 
luch  ctmsent,  nor  the  obligation  of  a  compact 
formed  upon  it.  can,  as  is  conceived,  ever  be  de- 
nied, nor  can  Ine  form  of  the  pauport,  whatever 
it  may  be,  change  the  compact. 

Bat  let  the  words  of  the  model  be  examined. 
They  are:  "A  tous  ceux  aui  ces  pr^entes  ver- 
tODI:  soil  notoire  que  facuU  et  permission  a  tM 

accordte  A maitre  ou  commandant  du  na- 

rire  appelle de  la  ville  de de   ta 

eapaeitt  de  ■■■  tonneaui  ou  enriron,  se  trou- 

tant  prftsentemeDt  dans  le  port  de  -■ qu'apr is 

qne  ion  navire  a  Ctf  visilt,  et  avant  son  depart  ii 
prjiera  serment  entre  les  mains  des  ofliciers  de  la 
marine,  que  le  dit  navire  appertient  it  nu  ou  plu- 
sieurs  Bujels  de  -'  dont  I'acte  sera  mis  h  la 

fin  des  prfesentes ;  de  raCme  qn'il  gardera  lea  or- 
donnances  et  tiglemens  maritimes,  et  remettra 
■Be  liste  sigcie  et  conSrmie  par  tfimoins^  eonte- 
naat  les  noma  et  surnoms,  less  lieux  de  naissBDCc, 
el  la  demeure  des  personnes  composant  I'tquipage 
de  son  navire,  et  de  tous  ceux  qui  embarqueront, 
Icsqoels  il  ne  recevra  pas  A  bord  sans  eonnois- 
sance  et  permission  des  cfficiers  de  marine ;  et 
dans  cbaque  port  ou  hftvre,  U  mootrera  la  prt- 
sente  permisssion  atii  ofKeers  et  iuges  demarine." 

Il  is  material  to  observe  that  the  model  requires 
the  OBlh  concerning  the  property  of  the  vessel  to 
be  anneird  to  the  passport,  oat  does  not  require 
any  other  certificate,  or  the  annexation  of  any 
paper  whatever.  Why  this  differeDcC?  It  is  a 
solemn  proof  of  that  for  which  tbe  article  stipu- 
lates, and  therefore  tbe  model  expresses  that  the 
evidence  of  this  faM  shall  be  annexed,  but  it  does 
not  leqnire  the  production  of  the  evidence  of  any 
other  fact, 

Il  seems,  then,  to  be  demonstrated  that  tbe  sea- 
letter  or  passport,  a  model  of  wbich  is  annexed  to 
the  treaty,  is,  by  solemn  agreement,  to  be  received 
by  each  party  as  conclusive  tcsiimoay  that  the 
vessel  producing  such  passport  is  the  property  of 
aciiizen  of  tbe  other,  and  is  consequently  to  con- 
tinue  h«T   voyage   without  molestation   or  hin- 

Bat  let  it  be  supposed  that  the  treaty  on  this 
subject  was  leas  conclusive,  and  that  its  stipula- 
tions had  been  ambiguously  expressed;  yet  it  is 
certain  that  it  has  been  uniformly  understood  by 
both  parties,  at  the  undersigned  have  expounded 
it,  and  that  iieitber  France  nor  the  United  States, 
previous  lo  the  decree  complained  of,  considered 
tberessels  of  either  nation,  producing  the  pass- 


port agreed  on,  ai  liable  to  capture  for  want  of  a 
rAle  d 'Equipage. 

For  more  inan  four  years  after  her  treaty  with 
the  United  Stales  Prance  was  engaged  in  a  war 
with  Britain,  and  in  the  course  of  uat  time  it  was 
never  suggested  that  a  r6le  d'6quipage  was  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  an  American  vessel.  It 
does  not  weaken  the  argument  that  the  United 
Slates  were  also  parlies  to  the  war.  The  princi- 
ple assumed' is,  that,  without  the  production  of  the 
papers  required  by  the  decree,  the  vessel  docs  not 
appear  to  be,  and  cannot  be  considered  as,  Amer- 
ican properly.  If  this  principle  be  correct,  it 
would  not  cease  to  apply,  because  the  United 
States  were  engaged  in  the  war.  Was  America 
even  engaged  in  me  war  on  the  part  of  France,  m 
British  vessel  carrying  American  colors  would 
not  be  secured  by  the  flag  she  bore.  It  would  be 
necessary  to  prove  by  her  papers,  or  other  admis- 
sible testimony,  that  the  vessel  was  American  pro- 


petty.    If  (his  fact  cannot  appe 


ibout  a  rAle 
jpeace, 


neitner  could  it  appear  wilhoui  the 

if  the  United  States  were  parlies  to  the  war. 

About  four  years  of  the  present  war  bad  also 
elapsed  before  this  construction  of  tbe  treaty,  at 
the  same  time  so  wonderful  and  so  ruinous,  had 
disclosed  itself    In  the  course  of  that  time  the 

Krts  of  France  were  Giled  wiib  the  vessels  of  tbe 
lited  Stales.  Very  many  of  them  sailed  under 
contracts  made  for  tbe  OovernmeDt  itself  by  ita 
Ministers  in  Philadelphia.  No  one  of  them  pos- 
sessed a  r6le  d'6qnipage;  no  one  of  them  was  con- 
sidered on  that  account  as  being  liable  to  condem- 
nation. Indeed,  in  some  instances,  vessels  have 
been  captured  and  discharged  although  this  paper 
was  not  among  those  belonging  lo  the  ship. 

Such  a  long  course  of  practice  appears  to  have 
evidenced,  unequivocally,  the  sense  of  France  on 
this  subject. 

It  is  too  apparent  to  be  questioned  for  a  moment, 
that,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  no  suspicion 
had  ever  been  enterlaioed  that  such  a  paper  could 
have  been  required.  A  rOle  d'£quipage  could  have 
been  obtained  with  as  much  facility  as  that  pass- 

Krt  for  which  the  treaty  stipulates.  Could  it 
ve  been  imagined  that  American  vessels  incur- 
red the  possible  hazard  of  being  retarded  only  one 
day  in  a  voyage  for  want  of  such  paper,  it  would, 
in  everv  instance,  have  been  supplied.  No  vessd 
would  nave  sailed  without  it. 

Your  own  mind,  Citizen  Minister,  willftisgest 
10  you.  with  irresistible  force,  the  extreme  hard- 
ship of  thus  putting  a  new  construction  on  a  Itmg 
existing  contract,  or  of  giving  a  new  and  unex- 
pected extension  to  ancient  municipal  regulations, 
and  of  condemning  thereby  vessels  taken  on  the 
hiffh  seas  for  want  of  a  paper  not  known  to  be  r»- 

Suired,  when  they  sailed  out  of  pori.  If  a  rfile 
'Cqnlpag^  was  really  considered  by  France  as  ne- 
cessary evidence  of  any  fact,  the  establishment  of 
which  was  deemed  essential,  common  usage,  and 
those  plain  principles  of  justice  which  all  nations 
should  respect,  indispenntbly  require  that  the  regv- 
laiions  should  first  be  made  known  to  a  neutral  and 
friendly  nation  by  other  means  than  by  the  captnra 
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•Ddcoofiscationorilapropertjr.  IflhU 
beeo  Bunouaced  to  the  Governmeiil  of  the  United 
States  before  it  had  been  put  in  pTaclfce,aDdAmer- 
icao  vessels  had  sailed  without  a  rA^e  d'iquipage. 
tbey  would  have  taken  upoD  ihenueUes  the  hazard 
of  such  a  procedure.  But  in  a  momen'  when  ihe 
ocean  is  covered  with  peaceful  merchanimeo,  pur- ! 
luisgajust  and  lawful  commerce,  to  bring  into 
radden  operation  a  measure  which  had  never  be- ' 
fore  been  applied  to  them,  which  had  for  so  many 
year*  slept  unheard  of,  and,  by  the  force  of  this 
regulBlioD,'toeoQBscate  unguarded  pToperty  which 
had  been  trusted  to  the  seas,  under  the  faith  of 
■olemn  and  existing  treaties,  and  without  a  con- 
jecture that  this,  more  than  aoy  other  formula. 
would  have  been  required,  is  to  impose  on  unof- 
feudiog 'iodtviduais  a  ruin  from  which  nowise 
precautions,  do  human  foresight,  could  possibly 
have  protected  I  hem. 

On  this  subject,  then,  the  undersigned  appeal 
with  confidence  lo  the  justice  and  equity  of  the 
French  Govern  me  at. 

But  could  it  he  conceded  for  a  moment  that  the 
Executive  Directory  might  rightfully  modify  the 
treaty  ofFrance  with  the  United  Slates  by  that  of 
the  United  States  with  Britain,  and  might  right- 
fully require  a  rAle  d'fquipage  in  order  to  estab- 
lish the  neutrality  of  a  vessel,  for  want  of  which 
the  vessel  might  be  confiscated,  yei,  the  cargo  be- 
ing proved  to  be  neutral,  ought  to  be  safe. 

According  to  the  law  of  nations  tbe  goods  of  an 
enemy,  found  on  board  the  ship  of  a  friend,  are 
liable  lo  capture;  and  tbe  goods  of  a  friend,  found 
on  board  the  ship  of  an  enemy,  are  safe.  The 
United  Stales  and  France  have  connenled  to 
change  this  rule  as  between  themselves.  They 
have  agreed  that  the  goods  of  an  enemy  found  oo 
board  the  vessels  of  either  party  shall  be  safe,  and 
that  the  goods  of  either,  found  on  board  the  vessel 
of  an  enemy,  shall  be  liable  to  capture.  The  one 
part  of  this  rule  is  in  consequence  of  and  depend- 
ent on  tbe  other.  The  one  part  cannot,  on  any 
principle  of  justice,  be  abandoned  while  the  other 
IS  maintained. 

Id  their  treaty  with  England  the  United  States 
retain  unchanged  the  principle  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions. If  France  modifies  her  treaty  in  this  respect 
by  that  of  England,  she  ou ^ht  to  take  the  principle 
entire.  If,  in  conformily  to  the  treaty  between 
the  United  Slates  and  Enfflaod,  France  claims 
the  tight  of  taking  enemy's  properly  found  on 
board  an  American  ship,  then,  m  conformity  with 
that  treaty,  also,  France  ought  to  spare  American 
property  found  on  board  an  enemy's  ship.  If,  there- 
fore, this  eilraordioarv  position  could  be  mainiaiu- 
ed,that  an  American  snip  without  a  rOled'tquipage 
becomes  the  ship  of  an  enemf,  still  the  cargo,  being 

S roved  to  be  the  projierty  of  a  friend,  ought,  on 
le  principle  of  modiiyiiig  the  treaty  between  the 
two  nations  with  that  of  England,  to  have  been 
restored  to  the  owners. 

The  result  of  these  regulations  has  been  the 
most  extensive  and  universal  devastation  of  tbe 
American  commerce.  Not  only  vessels  bound  to 
and  from  the  enemies  ofFrance,  but  vessels  bound 


to  and  from  her  allien,  and  to  and  from  hei  own 
ports,  have  been  seized  and  confiscated. 

The  inevitable  consequence  has  been^  that  di- 
rect commerce  between  the  two  nations  is  almost 
annihilated,  and  that  the  property  of  American 
citizens  has  been  taken  lo  a  much  larger  amount 
than  would  have  beeit  possible  in  a  state  of  actual 

Yet  the  Government  of  tbe  United  Stales  wiib- 
ing,  if  it  be  possible,  to  avoid  even  defensive  mea- 
sures, has  sought  assjduonsly  and  unremittingly, 
though  hitherto  without  success,  for  such  peace- 
ful and  amicable  explanations  as  might  do  away 
existing  animosities,  and  restore  between  the  two 
Republics  ihat  harmony  which  it  so  truly  desires. 
America  has  accustomed  herself  to  perceive 
ID  France  only  the  ally  and  the  frieod.  Consult- 
ing the  feelings  of  her  own  bosom,  she  has  be- 
lieved that  between  Republics  an  elevated  and 
refined  friendship  could  exist,  and  that  free  nations 
were  capable  of  maintaining  for  each  other  a  real 
and  permanent  affection.  If  this  pleasing  theory, 
erected  with  so  mucb  care,  and  viewed  with  to 
much  delight,  has  been  impaired  by  experieuce, 
yet  the  hope  continues  to  be  cherished  that  this 
circumstance  does  not  necessarily  involve  the  op- 
posite extreme.  It  is  believed  that  there  exists  no 
sufficient  cause  for  solid  and  permanent  enmity 
between  France  and  the  United  States,  but  that, 
on  the  contrary,  the  interests  of  both  would  be 
promoted  by  that  friendly  intercourse  which  a  re- 
ciprocal observance  of  the  great  and  immutable 
priQciples  of  justice  would  certainly  establish  and 
can  alone  preserve.  Under  this  impression  Amer- 
ica resists  the  opinion  that  the  present  slate  of 
things  has  grown  out  of  a  digested  system  to 
which  France  designs  to  adhere.  She  wishes, 
and  sbe  endeavors  to  persuade  herself,  that  tempo- 
rary causesj  which  too  oRen  produce  effects  a 
sound  and  just  policy  must  reprobate,  coniiected 
with  a  misconstruction  of  the  conduct  of  her  Gov- 
eromenl,  as  well  as  of  the  motives  on  which  it 
baa  acted,  may  have  occBsloned  those  very  serious 
aggressions  of  which  she  complains.  She  recedes, 
therefore,  even  under  the  pressure  of  these  aggres- 
sions, slowly  and  with  difficulty  from  tbe  attach- 
ments she  has  formed.  So  intertwined  with  every 
ligameatof  her  heart  have  been  the  cords  of  affec- 
tion which  bound  her  to  France,  that  only  re- 
peated and  continued  acts  of  hostility  can  teat 
them  asunder. 

The  Qovernmeot  of  the  United  States,  there- 
fore, still  searches  the  meani-  of  terminaiing 
peaceably,  and  in  a  manner  which  ought  to  be 
mutually  satisfactory,  tbe  calamities  ofthe  mo- 
nieni.  and  of  averting  the  still  greater  calamities 
wbicn  may  be  reserved  for  the  future.  Not  even 
the  discouraging  and  unusual  events  which  had 
preceded  the  present  effort  to  negotiate,  could  de- 
ter that  Government  from  repealing  its  endeavors 
for  the  preservation  of  amity  and  peace.  Three 
citizens  of  the  United  States  have  been  deputed 
as  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Ministers  Pleuipo- 
lenliary  to  Ihe  French  Republic.  Their  instruc- 
tions authorize  aud  direct  them  to  review  the  ex- 
isting treaties  between  the  two  nations,  audio 
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ai; 


reniDTe,b)riIlpropermeans,  the  iaequalLties  which 

hire  grown  out  of  the  stipulatioDs  of  those  Irea- 
lio,  in  consequence  ol'  ihe  refusal  of  England  to 
(dope  (he  priociples  they  coqIbid.  They  are  also 
directed  to  give  fair  aodicomplete  expUnaiioDS  of 
ihecondact  of  the  GoTernmeDt  they  represenl;  lo 
Slate  fully  and  tialy  the  heavy  injuries  wnieh 
llieir fellow-citizens  have  sustained;  and  to  ask, 
Irom  the  equity  of  a  great  and  masDaoimoDs  Re- 
public, that  compensalioD  fur  those  miuries  which, 
we  flatter  ourselves^  their  justice  will  not  refuse, 
lad  their  liberal  policy  vrilf  pot  hesitate  to  give. 

Bringing  irilb  ihem  the  temper  of  their  Gov- 
amnenl  and  country,  searching  only  for  the  mean!! 
ofeSecling  the  objects  of  their  missio  ' 
permitted  do  personal  considerations 
their  conduct,  but  have  waited,  under 
ns  beyond  measure  embarrassing  and  nn pleasant, 
with  that  respect  which  the  American  Qovern- 
ment  has  so  uaiformly  paid  to  that  of  France,  for 
pennission  to  lay  before  you,  Citizen  Minister, 
iIiNe  important  communications  with  which  they 
iave  been  charged. 

Perceiving  do  probability  of  being  allowed  to 
cater,  in  the  usual  forms,  on  those  discussions 
whieh  might  tend  to  restore  harmony  between  the 
nro  Republics,  they  have  deetned  it  most  advisa- 
WteTPD  under  the  circumstances  of  informality 
vbich  attend  the  mea^uiGj  to  address  to  vour  Oov- 
cninivnt,  througji  yon,  Ibis  candid  review  of  the 
tODduct,  and  this  true  representation  of  the  senli- 
ments  and  wishes,  of  the  Ooveinment  of  the  Uoi- 
led  States.  They  pray  that  it  may  be  received 
ill  fhe  temper  with  which  it  is  written,  and  con- 
iide:ed  as  an  additional  effort,  growing  out  of  a 
disposition  common  to  the  Government  and  peo- 
ple of  America,  to  cultivate  and  restore,  if  it  be 
piissible,  harmony  between  the  two  Republics. 
If.  Citizen  Minister,  there  remains  a  hope  that 
these  desirible  objects  can  be  effected  by  aoy 
means  which  the  United  States  have  authorized. 
ibe  undersigaed  will  still  solicit,  and  will  still 
mpeeifulty   attend,   the   development    of   those 

If,  on  the  contrary,  no  such  hope  remains,  they 
bate  only  (q  pray  that  their  return  to  their  own 
MDDiry  may  be  facilitated;  and  they  will  leave 
France  with  the  moJtdeep-felt  regret  that  neither 
the  real  and  sincere  friendship,  which  the  Govern- 
neai  of  the  United  States  has  so  uniformly  and 
nneijul  vocally  displayed  for  this  great  Republic, 
nor  Its  continued  efforts  to  demonstrate  the  purity 
of  iu  conduct  and  intentions,  can  protect  its  citi- 
es, or  preserve  them  from  the  calamities  which 
they  have  sought,  by  a  just  and  uptight  condnct, 
Warert. 

The  nndersigned  pray  you,  Citizen  Minister, 
'" '^  3  of  tneir  perfect  respect  and 


C.  C.  PINCKNET, 
J.  MARSHALL, 
E.  OERRY. 


Piaia,  Jan.  27,  1798 : 
htheSZdyearofAi 


Tnnilfttad  extruit  fromthe  Bailetin  dei  Loii.No.  ITS, 

printed  at  Puis,  and  encloaed  with  the  quadrapUeate 

of  thi  Envoy*'  letter,  No.  6. 
Lain  retative  to  vestdt  laden  with  EnglUh  mer- 

ckandUe,  of  the  2'^h  NIdom,  »A  year,  (18f& 

Jan.,  1796.) 

The  Council  of  Ancients,  adopting  the  reasons 
for  the  declaration  of  urgency,  which  precedes  the 
resolution  hereioafter  'contained,  approves  the  act 
of  urgency. 

Here  follows  the  tenor  of  the  declaration  of 
urgency,  and  of  the  teaolution  of  the  SSd  Nivose, 
(Uih  January,  1798.) 

The  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  at^er  having 
heard  the  report  of  a  special  committee  upon  the 
message  of  the  Executive  Directory,  of  the  15th 
Nivose,  (4th  January.)  relative  to  English  mer- 
chandise ; 

Considering  that  the  interest  of  the  Republic 
demands  the  InosI  prompt  measures  against  all 
vessels  which  may  be  loaded  therewith; 

Declares  that  there  is  urgency. 

The  Council,  after  having  declared  the  urgency, 
resolves  as  follows : 

Art.  I.  The  character  of  vessels,  relative  to 
their  quality  of  neuter  or  enemy,  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  their  cargo;  in  consequence,  every  ves- 
sel found  at  sea,  loaded  in  whole  or  m  part  with 
merchandise  the  production  of  England  or  of  her 
possessions,  shall  be  declared  good  prize,  whoever 
the  owner  of  these  goods  or  merchandise  may  be. 
Abt.  II,  Every  foreign  vessel  which,  in  the 
course  of  her  voyage,  shall  have  entered  into  an 
English  port,  shall  not  be  admitted  into  a  port  of 
the  French  Republic,  except  in  case  of  necessity; 
in  which  case  she  shall  be  bound  to  depart  from 
the  said  port  as  soon  as  the  causes  of  her  entry 
shall  have  ceased. 

Art.  III.  The  present  resolution  shall  be  printed. 
BOULAY,  {ofUMeurthe.)i're«d't. 
QUILLEMARDET,  >  Secrelariet 
ROEMERS,  i  aecretarut. 

After  a  second  reading,  the  Council  of  Ancients 
APPROVES  the  above'  resolution.  The  39th  of  Ni- 
vose, sixth  year  of  the  French  RepuUic,  (18th 
January.  1798.) 

MARRAGON,  Preiident. 
ET.  LAVEAUX,! 
KAUFFMANN,    I  s^-etaries 
MENUAU,  f  aec«ion«. 

MERIC,  J 

The  Executive  Directory  orders  that  the  above 
taw  shall  be  printed,  executed,  and  that  it  shall  be 
sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  Republic. 

Done  at  the  National  Palace  of  the  Executive 
Directory,  the  89lh  Nivose.  sixth  year  of  the 
French  Republic,  one  and  indivisible,  (18th  Janu- 
ary, 1798.) 

For  a  true  copy  r 

P.  BARRAS,  Pnndml. 
I     By  the  Executive  Directory : 
I  The  Sec'y  Gen,  LAGARDE. 

And  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  Republic. 


.dbyGoogle 


S411 


APPENDIX. 


Reiatimu  toUh  Great  BjHain. 


OREAT  BRITAIN. 

[Communioted  to  the  Senate,  May  39,  1T98.] 
Oetaiemen  of  the  Senate: 

An  article  eiplanatory  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity. 
Commerce,  aod  NavigaliOD,  beiweeo  the  United 
States  and  His  BTitaonie  Majesty,  has  been  signed 
by  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  two  Powers,  which 
I  now  sabmit  to  the  Sentite  for  their  coasidera- 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
United  States,  May  29, 1798. 

Explanatory  Article. 
Whereas,  by  the  twenty-eighth  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  N avigati on j  be- 
tween His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United 
States,  signed  at  Lohdoa  on  the  19th  November, 
1794,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  contracting  parties 
would,  from  time  to  time,  readily  treat  of  and  con- 
cerning such  further  articles  as  might  be 
that  they  would  sincerely  endeavor  so  to  f 
articles  as  that  they  might  conduce  to  mutual 
convenience,  and  tend  to  promote  mutaal  satis- 
facUon  and  friendship  and  that  such  articles,  at^er 
having  been  duly  ratified,  should  be  added  to^  and 
make  a  part  of  tnat  treaty :  and  whereas  difficul- 
ties hare  arisen  with  respect  to  the  execution  of 
BO  much  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  said  treaty  as 
requires  that  the  Commissioners  appointed  under 
the  same  should,  in  their  description,  particular- 
ize the  latitude  and  longitude  oi  the  source  of  the 
river  which  may  be  found  to  he  the  one  truly  in- 
tended in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  His  Brit- 
annic Majesty  and  the  United  Slates,  under  the 
name  of  tlie  river  St,  Croii,  by  reason  whereof  it 
is  expedient  that  the  said  Commissioners  should 
be  released  from  the  obligation  of  conforming  to 
theprovisionsoftbesaid  article  in  this  respect;  the 
undersigned  being  respectively  named  by  His 
Britannic  Majesty  and  tne  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, their  PlenipoieDliaries,  for  the  purpose  of 
treating  of,  and  concluding  such  articles  as  may 
be  proper  io  he  added  to  the  said  treaty,  in  con- 
formity to  the  a  bore-men  I  ioned  stipulation,  and 
having  communicated  to  each  other  their  respect- 
ive full  powers,  hare  agreed  and  concluded,  and 
do  hereby  declare,  in  the  name  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty  and  of  the  United  States  of  America,  that 
the  CommissiiHiers  appointed  under  the  fifth  arti- 
cle of  the  said  treaty  snail  tiot  be  obliged  to  par- 
lieularize,  in  their  descriptioDj  the  latitude  and 
longitude  of  the  source  of  the  rivet  which  may  be 
found  to  be  the  one  truly  intended  in  the  afore- 
Mid  Treaty  of  Peace,  under  the  name  of  the  Hirer 
St.  Croix,  but  they  shall  be  at  liberty  to  describe 
the  said  river  ia  such  other  manner  as  thev 
may  judge  expedient,  which  description  shall 
be  considered  as  a  complete  execution  of  the  duty 
required  of  the  said  Conmissioners,  in  this  re- 

rct,  by  the  article  aforesaid.  And,  to  the  end 
t  no  uncertainty  may  hereafter  exist  on  this 
subject,  it  is  further  agreed  that,  as  soon  as  may 
be  after  the  decision  of  the  said  Commissioners, 


measures  shall  be  concoted  between  the  Ooven- 
ment  of  the  United  Slates  and  His  Briunnie 
Majesty's  GoveroMs  or  Lieutenant  Governors  in 
America,  in  order  to  erect  and  keep  in  repair  a 
suitable  monument,  at  the  [Jace  ascertained  and 
described  to  be  the  source  of  the  said-rivpr  8u 
Croix,  which  measures  shall,  immediately  there- 
upon, and  as  often  afterwards  as  may  be  requisite, 
be  duly  executed  on  both  sidei,  vitn  punctuality 
and  good  faith. 

This  eiplaaatory  article,  when  the  same  shall 
hare  been  ratified  by  Hi&  Majesty,  and  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the 
adrice  and  consent  of  their  Senate,  and  the  re- 
spective ratifications  mniually  excoanged,  shall 
be  added  to,  and  make  a  part  of,  the  Treaty  of 
Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigation,  between  His 
Majesty  and  the  United  States,  signed  at  London 
on  the  19th  day  of  November,  1794,  and  shall  be 

Birmanently  binding  upon  His  Majesty  and  the 
nited  States. 

In  witness  whereof,  we.  the  said  undersif^ed 
Plenipotentiaries  of  His  Britannic  Majesty 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  have  sign- 
ed this  present  article,  and  have  caused  to  be 
a£Bxed  thereto  the  seal  of  our  arms.  Done  at 
London,  this  fifteenth  day  of  Marcb.  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-eignt. 

GRENVILLE,     [skal.] 
R0PU8  KING.  [aEiL.] 

Mr.  Pickering  to  Mr.  King.* 

Dbpartkekt  or  State, 

Jtaaiary  2,  179S. 
Sir:  The  Commissioners  for  ascertaining  the 
St  Croix  boundary,  under  the  fifth  article  of  out 
Commercial  Treaty  with  Great  Britain,  met  a 
second  time,  in  August  last,  at  Boston,  wnen  the 
surreys  of  tne  two  rirers  in  question  not  being 
completed,  they  again  adjourned,  to  meet  at 
Providence,  in  the  Slate  of  Rhode  Island,  ia  June 

Before  this  adjournment,  they  recommended  oa 
application,  by  the  agents,  to  the  respective  Grov- 
ernments,  to  obtain  an  alteration  in  the  fifth  article 
to  exempt  them  from  the  necessity  of  ascertain- 
ing the  longitude  and  latiludp  of  the  source  of  the 
river  which  tbey  shall  find  to  be  the  Bt  Croix,  in- 
tended in  the  Treaty  of  Peace.  The  application 
from  James  Sullivan,  Esq.,  the  agent  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  is  in  the  following  words : 

"  By  the  recommendation  of  the  Commission- 
ers, the  agents  apply  to  their  respective  Govern- 
ments to  procure,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
Winter,  an  additional  article  to  the  Treaty  of  Am- 
ity, Commerce,  &c.,  providing  that  the  Comm.is- 
sioners  shall  not  be  obliged  to  ascertain  tbe  longi- 
tude and  latitude  of  the  source  of  the  river  which 
may  be  found  to  be  the  one  truly  intended  in  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  under  the  name  of  tbe  St.  Croii, 
but  that  they  may  describe  the  local  situation 
of  that  source,  and  designate  it  in  some  other 
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m)r  and  maoDer,  as  shall  appear  to  them  ntost 

His  ranaiks,  and  ih«  ob«ervatioiis  of  the  Com- 
mJssioDets  on  this  subject,  you  will  Sod  in  the  eO' 
closed  copy  of  his  leilers  of  the  SOih  August  last. 
Mr.  Webber  and  Mr.  Wright  therein  rnentioned 
10  have  been  appointed  "to  ascertain  the  latitude 
and  longitude  of  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  claimed 
bf  the  TespectJTe  OoTernmenis,"  hare  accom- 
plished that  service,  as  Mr.  Sulliran  advised  me 
OB  the  sixlb  of  ksl  month. 

On  coasiderBiion  of  the  proposjcion  of  the  Com- 
missioners, the  President  has  concluded  to  author- 
ize you  to  negotiate  the  additional  article  sug- 
gested, and  your  powers  for  that  purpose,  are  here- 
with transmitted.  It  will  be  desirable  to  have  it 
doge  imraedittelyj  and  ratified  by  His  Britannic 
Majesty,  that,  on  its  arrival  here,  it  maybe  laid 
before  the  Senate  during  the  present  session,  Md 
iweive  its  final  sanction  from  the  President. 

This  adoption  of  the  ideas  of  the  Commission- 
en  is,  tor  the  greater  caution  to  prevent,  hereafter, 
die  possibility  of  a  doubt  of  the  valiaity  of  the 
"declaration"  of  the  Commissioners,  if  thev  should 
omit  to  ascertain  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the 
lODKe  of  the  St.  CroiXj  by  astronomical  obaerva- 
tion);  for  the  fihh  article  does  not  explicitly  re- 
quire this  mode  of  proceeding.  The  words  ate 
these:  "The  said  Commissioners  shall,  by  a  de- 
elaiation  under  their  hands  and  seals,  decide  what 
river  is  the  River  St.  Croii,  intended  by  the 
tnaty.  The  said  declaration  shall  contain  a  de- 
scription of  the  said  river,  and  shall  particularize 
the  latitude  and  louKitude  of  its  mouth  and  its 
source."  Now,  as  the  latitude  and  longitude  of 
the  mouth  of  the  St.  Croix  will  be  fixed  by  aa- 
troDomical  obMrrations,  and  as  the  course  of  it 
thence  to  its  source,  will  be  ascertained  b^  aetu- 
alsurvey.the  position  of  that  source,  as  to  Us  lati- 
tnde  and  lon^ptud^  would  seem  to  be  ascertained 
with  adequate  precisian,  and  rendered  capable  of 
beins  particularized  by  the  Commisiioners.  If, 
besides,  the^  give,  agreeably  to  the  article,  "  a  de- 
scription of  the  river"  to  its  source,  this  source  can, 
at  aDy  futtire  time,  be  certainly  found,  as  the  point 
from  which  the  line  of  boundary  is  to  bt  drawn, 
"  due  north  to  the  Highlands,"  according  to  the 
Treaty  of  Peace ;  and  this  would  accomfdish  the 
object  of  the  treaty.  Nevertheless,  if  the  British 
Qoveinment  deem  the  proposed  additional  article 
to  be  necessary  or  expedient,  (and  it  may  be  so 
to  remove  all  scruples  from  the  minds  of  the  Com- 
missioDers,)  you  wiL  negotiate  the  same  accord- 
ingly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ax.. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

Extract  of  a  letter  turn  Mi.  King  to  the  Secretary  of 
8uu. 

Febbd&rt  7,  1798. 
"  Ooncemiitg  the  St.  Croix  boundary.  I  send 

CD  copies  of  ute  papers  that  have  paasea  Between 
rdGrenville  and  me.  His  lordship  is  in  the 
country,  and  I  shall  not  again  bear  from  him  be- 
fore the  Buling  of  the  piwliet." 


o  Lm4  OienviUe. 


Mr.  King  U 
Obeat  Cdhberlahd  Place, 

Febnutrtf  2, 1798. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  enclosed  to 
your  lordship  a  copy  of  my  full  powers  on  the  part 
of  the  United  Stales  to  agree  to,  and  conclude,  an 
additional  article  to  our  Treaty  of  Amity,  Com- 
merce, and  Navigation,  which  shall  leave  the 
Coio mission ers  acting  under  the  fifth  article  there- 
of at  liberty  to  ascertain  and  describe  the  true 
river  St.  Croix,  without  particularizing  the  lati- 
tude and  longitude  of  the  source  of  that  river.  I 
also  take  the  liberty  of  sending  enclosed  a  copy 
of  a  letter  written  by  order  of  the  Commissionere 
ID  Colonel  Pickering  upon  this  subjecL 

It  is  desirable,  if  an  additional  article  shall 
be  concluded,  that  it  should  be  done  in  season  ta 
be  laid  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates  in 
their  preseoi  session.  I  shall  be  ready  to  confer 
with  your  lordship  upon  this  subject  at  any  time 
that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  name. 

With  perfect  consideration  and  respect,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

RUFUS  KING. 

Rl.  Hon.  Lord  Gbbhville,  &c. 


Mr.  Grenville  to  Mi.  King. 
DovHiNo  Stbeet, 

February  5,  1708. 

Sia:  Ibsve  the  honor  to  acknowledge  thereceipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  on  the  subject  of 
the  article  which  the  Commissioners  uf  the  two 
countries,  appointed  under  the  fifth  article  of  the 
late  treaty,  have  recommended  to  be  added  to  that 
treaty.  His  Majesty's  Ministers  haviitg  already 
received  a  communication  to  the  same  effect 
through  Lieutenant  Governor  Carletou,  I  had 
been  Honored  with  the  King's  commands  for  wri- 
ting to  His  Majesty's  Minister  in  the  United  States 
on  the  subject ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
you  a  copy  of  the  despatch  which  I  wrote  to  him 
on  the  Otb  of  last  month. 

It  seems  to  me  that,  both  for  the  reason  there 
stated  of  the  greater  facility  of  local  information 
to  be  procured  in  America,  and  also  in  order  to 
avoid  the  embarrassment  which  might  result  from 
any  difference  of  detail  in  the  agreement  which 
might  be  concluded  on  this  subject,  here  and  in 
America,  if  the  negotiation  were  to  be  carried  on 
at  the  same  time  in  both  countries,  it  will  be  better 
to  wail  for  the  answer  from  Mr.  Liston,  before  we 
proceed  to  any  conclusion.  But  if  you  see  any 
reason  for  wishing  a  different  course  to  be  pursued, 
I  shall  very  williogly  accede  to  it,  and  in  that  case 
should  request  to  know  your  ideas  on  the  particu- 
lars mentioned  in  my  despatch  to  that  sentlemai^ 
the  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

GRENTILLE. 


Rvpos  Kino,  Esq.,  &c. 
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Lord  QienTiUe  to  Mr<  LiaUn. 

DowMNG  ^TBBET,  Jan.  9,  1798. 

Sir:  I  wnd  you  enclosed  copietof  b  despalch 
to  the  Duke  of  Poriland  from  Lieaieaaot  Qov- 
ernor  Carreion,  and  of  two  letters  from  Mr.  Chip- 
man  therein  referred  to. 

Wiib  regard  to  the  article  which  the  lasE-men- 
tioned  gentleman  and  ihe  agent  of  the  United 
States  recommend  to  be  added  to  the  Treaty  of 
Amity,  Commerce^  and  Navigation,  as  explana- 
tory of  the  fifth  article,  it  does  not  appear  advisa- 
ble lo  conclude  it  exactly  on  the  principles  which 
the  agenta  have  suggested. 

Those  gentlemen,  and  the  Commissioners  them- 
selves, do  not  seem  to  have  fully  adverted  to  the 
extreme  importance  of  ascertaining,  with  the  ut- 
most accuracy,  the  precise  point  which  is  to  be 
called  the  source  or  that  rtrer,  which  shall  be 
determined  to  be  the  river  St.  Croix  intended 
by  the  Treaty  of  Peace  ;  with  a  view  to  obviate 
the  difficulties  and  disputes  which  might  hereaf- 
ter arise  from  the  common  case  of  many  forks 
and  branches,  nearly  of  equal  magnitude,  which 
are  usually  found  near  the  source  or  head  of  con- 
siderable rivers ;  and  this  is  more  particularly  de- 
serving attention,  because,  by  the  second  article 
of  the  treaty  of  17B3,  the  northeastern  boundary 
of  the  United  Stales  is  described  as  commencing 
from  the  northwestern  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  viz : 
that  "angle  which  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due 
north  from  the  source  of  St.  Croix  river  to  the 
Highlands,"  du;.  Any  doubt  or  uncertainly,  as 
to  the  precise  spot  of  that  particular  spring  or 
river-head,  which  is  to  be  considered  as  the  real 
source  or  the  river,  would  affect  this  important 
boundary  not  less  essentially  than  the  eastern  on 
which  aiDDe  appears  to  have  been  the  coniempli. 
tion  of  the  agents,  at  the  period  of  their  making 
the  recommendation  in  question. 

Those  gentlemen,  and  the  Oommissionera, 
ing  on  the  spot,  are  unquestionably  best  able  to 
decide  on  the  degree  of  accuracy  which  it  is  prac- 
ticable to  attain,  in  a  matter  of  this  nature :  but 
its  great  importance  cannot  be  loo  strongly  stated. 
The  difficulties  alleged  by  them,  as  to  the  ascer- 
tainmenl  of  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the 
source  by  astronomical  observation,  are  ol  consid- 
erable weight,  particularly  as  any  inaccuracy  in 
the  astronomical  observations  fsuch  as  are,  per- 
haps, to  be  expected,  when  made  in  a  country  sc 
difficult  of  access,  and  where  there  are  no  ascer- 
tained points  to  refer  to}  would  create,  instead  of 
removing  uncertainty  and  disputes.' 

It  seems,  therefore,  right,  that  ihe  Commis: 
ers  should  be  released  from  the  oblieatioo  imposed 
upon  them  by  the  terms  of  the  fiftK  article  of  the 
treaty,  if  the  possibility  of  future  doubt  and  dis- 
pute can  be  as  efiectually  guarded  against  by  any 
other  mode  of  proceeding  as  by  that  which  is  pre- 
scribed in  the  article. 

The  course  of  proceeding  which  apppears  the 
least  liable  to  objection,  and  the  most  conforma- 
ble to  the  spirit  of  the  treaty,  would  be,  that  the 
latitude  of  the  mouth  of  the  rivers,  which  form 
the  subject  of  the  present  controversy,  should  be 


ascertained  with  the  utmost  practicable  accuracy, 
and  by  actual  observation;  that  ibe  surveys  of 
the  rivers  should  be  prosecuted,  by  the  persons 
employed  in  them,  until  they  snail  have  ascer- 
tained the  respective  sources  of  the  various  springs 
and  small  branches  in  which  the  principal  branch 
of  each  river  terminates ;  and  that  these  surveys 
shall  be  laid  down  on  maps  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Commissioners;  that  the  map  of  the  river  deter- 
mined to  be  the  real  St.  Crox  should  be  annexed 
to  the  declaration  of  the  Commissioners,  and  that 
"    "  "    the       , 

describe  which  of 
the  spring-heads,  marked  on  the  map,  is  to  be 
considered  as  the  source  of  the  true  river  SL  Croix, 
and  that  Euchdeclaration  shall  be  considered  as  con- 
clusive, and  shall  release  the  Commissioners  from 
the  necessity  of  particularizing  the  longitude  and 
latitude  of  the  source  of  the  river.  Id  order,  how- 
ever, to  avoid  any  dispute  hereafter,  the  two  Gov- 
ernibents  should  further  agree  to  proceed,  with- 
out delay,  to  erect,  at  their  joint  expense,  and  at 
the  place  designated  as  the  source  of  the  true 
river  St.  Croix,  a  durable  monument ;  which,  from 
the  facility  of  finding  the  rough  materials  for 
such  a  building  in  those  regions,  it  is  presumed, 
could  be  easily  executed ;  and,  in  order  to  prevent 
its  being  defaced  or  destroyed,  proper  surveyors 
should  be  appointed,  hy  the  two  GovernmeDis,  to 
visit  it,  logetter,  once  in  the  course  of  every  three 
years,  and  should  direct  the  necessary  repairs  lo 
tie  made  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  two  Govem- 

It  is  Mis  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  you  should 
submit  these  suggestions  to  the  American  Minis- 
ters, and  to  Lieutenant  Grovernor  Carleton,  to 
whom  a  copy  of  this  despatch  will  be  forwarded 
by  the  first  opportunity ;  and  if  no  objections  to 
them  are  ofiered,  you  will  consider  yourself  au- 
thorized to  conclude,  in  virtueof  your  general  full 
powers,  an  additional  article  on  these  principles, 
which  shall  embrace  the  two  objects  of  exonerat- 
iiigtheCommissionersfrom  thenecessity  ofastrict 
compliance  with  the  letter  of  the  article,  and  of 
providing  a  pennaDeni  and  definite  boundary  be- 
tween His  Majesty's  possessions  and  those  of  the 
United  States.  The  mode  of  eintessing  this  arti- 
cle, and  the  regulation  of  any  details  not  incon- 
sistentwith  theeeneral  objects  herein-before  stated 
to  you,  are  left  to  yourself,  and  to  the  Ameri- 
can Ministers;  hut  it  will  certainly  be  desirable 
that  nothing  shall  finally  be  concluded  until  afiei 
you  shall  have  consulted  Lieutenant  Governor 
Carleton,  and  the  Commissioners  and  agents  ap- 
pointed under  the  Gflh  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigation;  who.  being 
most  conversant  with  the  suTiject,  are  the  best 
qualified  to  pioint  out  the  most  certain  modes  of 
precluding  any  further  ambiguity.    I  am.  &c^ 

Robert  List  on,  Esq. 

Mr.  Kins  to  Lmd  Qianviile. 

Great  Cumbbslanp  Pi-iCE,  Feb.  5, 1798. 

MtLord:  Ihavehadthelionortoreceiveyoar 
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lordship's  letter  of  this  date, 
Crajz  boundary ;  and,  for  tbe  reasoDj  tHai  hare 
oecarced  Id  your  lordship,  it  also  appears  to  me 
ihai  it  would  be  more  adraDtaEeous  that  the  addi- 
aonal  article  should  be  formed  and  concluded  in 
America  than  here.  The  only  motive  of  any  im- 
portance JD  favor  of  tbe  negotiation  of  the  article 
IS  the  ssring  of  time. 

Bf  tbe  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  that  1  hare 
nceiTed  fram  Colonel  Pickering,*  your  lordship 
will  obserrt:,  that  tbe  latitude  and  longitude  of 
the  mouths  of  the  two  rivers  have  already  been 
isceriained,  and  there  is  retuon  to  expect  that  tbe 
tDiTeys  will  also  be  completed  before  the  meet- 
ii^  of  the  Commissi  oners  in  June,  when  thev 
might  be  able  to  finish  their  business,  if  they  shall 
liave  been  freed  from  the  necessity  of  ascertaining, 
eiperimentally,  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the 
uHirce  of  the  true  St.  Croiz. 

If  tbe  article,  for  this  purpose,  is  concluded  and 
nti£ed  here,  and  sent  to  Pbiladelpbia,  it  may  be 
tuified  and  exchanged  there  before  June ;  the 
Diher  coarse  will  require  more  time,  and  will  not, 
I  apprehend,  allow  the  Commissioners  to  finish 
ihc  business  at  their  next  meetins. 

With  perfect  consideration,  I  nave  the  honor 
to  lie,  your  lordship's  obedient  and  very  bumble 
arrant,  RaPDS  KING. 

Rl  Hon.  LoBD  Qbehvillb. 

Mr.  King  I0  Mr.  Pickering. 

London,  March  15, 1798. 

Dub  8ia:  As  the  wind  is  unfaroreble  for  the 
sutiDg  ol'  the  American  ships  from  9piihead,  I 
lake  ihe  chance  of  oTertakins  them,  by  sending, 
nsder  cover,  to  oar  Consular  Agent  at  Portsmouth 
tbii  letter,  with'  the  original  explanatorv  article 
Uitt  I  have  concluded  with  Lord  Orenville.  We 
nrcuted  four  copies;  two  of  them,  with  iheir 
uiainal  ratifications,  will  be  sent  by  Lord  Qren- 
rilfe  to  Mr.  Ltston,  with  an  instruction  to  ex- 
cbaoge  them  with  you,  when  the  President  shall 
lure  ratified  the  same  on  our  part.  I  will  send 
Jon  a  copy  of  Lord  QrenTille's  powers  by  tbe 
■cit  opportoaity,  there  not  being  time  to  copy 
■lum  in  season  for  this. 

With  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  I  have  the 
bonor  (0  be,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  and  faithful 
Jotaot,  RUPUS  KING. 

Secbbtars  of  State,  &c. 


[Commniiicated  to  Congnaa,  Juae  6,  I7S6.] 
CMinKn  of  the  Senatt,imd 

Oaukmea  of  the  Houtt  of  IUprt»entaHee»  .- 
1  now  transmit  to  both  Houses  the  coramnni- 
caiions  from  our  Envoys  at  Paris,  received  since 
lie  last,  which  have  been  presented  by  me  to 
Congress.  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Unitid  States,  Jane  5,  1798. 

*8Mp^[eUlZ. 


Piais,  March  9, 1798. 

Dear  Sir  :  Agreeably  to  what  we  represented 
to  you  inour  No,  6.  we  prepared  a  letter  to  Ae  Min- 
ister of  Forei^  Afiairs,  on  the  subject  of  the  late 
law,  authorizing  tbe  capture  of  neutral  vessels, 
on  board  of  which  any  productions  of  Great  Brit- 
ain or  its  possessions  should  be  laden,  showing 
bow  incompaiible  such  law  was  with  the  rights 
of  neutral  nations  and  the  treaty  between  Prance 
and  America,  its  direct  tendency  to  destroy  tbe 
remainiog  commerce  of  our  country,  and  the  par- 
ticular hardships  to  which  it  would  subject  the 
agricultural  as  well  as  commercial  inleresls  of  our 
countrymen,  from  the  peculiar  situation  of  (he 
United  States.  We  added,  that,  under  existing 
circumstances,  we  could  no  longer  resist  tbe  con- 
viction that  the  demands  of  France  rendered  it 
entirely  impracticable  to  effect  the  objects  of  our 
mission;  and  ihat,  not  being  permanent  Minis- 
ters, bnt  Envoys  Extraordinary,  with  full  power 
for  particular  purposes,  we  deemed  it  improper  to 
remain  longer  in  Prance,  after  the  impossibiaty  of 
effecting  those  purposes  had  been  demonstrated. 
Before,  however,  we  took  this  measure,  and  ex- 
pliciilv  demanded  our  passiiorts,  wc  deemed  it 
expedient  to  desire  Major  ttutledge  to  call  on 
Mr,  Talleyrand,  on  the  19th  ultimo,  to  know  if  he 
had  any  communication  to  make  to  us  in  conse- 
quence of  our  letter  dated  the  17th,  and  delivered 
the  3Ut  of  January.  To  this  Mr.  Talleyrand  re- 
plied, that  he  had  no  answer  to  make,  as  the  Di- 
rectory had  not  taken  any  order  on  the  subject, 
and  when  they  did,  he  would  inform  us  of  it. 
Still  being  anxious  to  hear  explicitly  from  Mr. 
Talleyrand  himself,  before  wc  sent  uur  final  letter, 
whether  there  were  no  means  within  onr  powers 
of  accommodating  our  differences  with  France 
on  just  and  reasonable  grounds,  we  wrote  to  him 
on  the  27tb  rarPebruary,  soliciting  a  personal  inter- 
view on  the  subject  of  our  mission :  he  appointed 
the  2d  of  March  following.  Yon  will  find  in  the 
exhibit  A,  herewith  enclosed,  what  passed  on  that 
occasion.  On  the  4th  instant,  we  requested  ano- 
ther interview.  We  have  detailed,  in  the  latter 
pattof  thesanie  exhibit,  for  your  information,  the 
substance  of  that  conversation.  Prom  these  ac- 
counts, you  may  observe  that  tbe  views  of  France 
with  regard  to  us,  are  not  essentially  chaoged 
smce  our  communications  with  its  unofGcial 
agents  in  October  last. 

We  have  the  honor  10  be,  with  the  greatest 
respect,  your  most  obedient  bumble  servants. 

CHARLES  C.  PINCKNEY. 
J.  MARSHALL, 
E.  GERRY. 

Colonel  PicKERiNO, 

SecretaiTi  of  the  United  SUOet. 


March  2. 

At  three  o'clock  we  waited  on  Mr.  Talleyrand, 

and  were  almost  immediately  introduced  to  him. 

General  Pinckney  commenced  the  conversation, 

hy  saying  that  our  Government  and  ourselves 
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were  exueiiMljr  anxioutlo  remoTe  the  subsisting 
difference  between  the  tiro  Republics;  that  we 
had  received  many  propositions  through  Mr.  Y. 
to  which  we  had  found  it  impiaclicable  to  apcede  ; 
and  that  we  had  non  nailed  on  him  for  the  pur- 
base  of  iaquiring  whether  other  means  might  not 
be  devised  which  would  effect  so  desirable  an  ob- 
ject. The  Minister  replied,  that,  without  doubt, 
the  Directory  wished  very  sincerely,  on  our  arri- 
val, to  see  a  soljd  friendship  eslablisbed  between 
France  and  the  United  States,  and  had  manifest- 
ed this  disposition  by  the  readiness  with  which 
orders  for  our  passports  were  given ;  that  the  Di- 
lectory  had  been  extremely  wounded  by  the  last 
speech  of  General  WashinatoD,  made  to  Consress 
when  about  to  quit  the  office  of  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  by  the  first  and  last  speech  o{ 
Mr.  Adams;  that  explanations  of  these  speeches 
were  expected  and  required  of  us.  General  Piock- 
uey  expressed  his  surprise  that  the  speech  of  Gen- 
eral  Washington  was  complained  of;  and  said, 
this  was  a  new  complaint.  Mr.  Talleyrand  merely 
observed  that  the  Directory  was  wounded  at  it, 
and  proceeded.  He  said  that  the  original  favora- 
ble aisposition  of  the  Directory  had  been  a  sotld 
deal  altered  by  the  coldness  and  distance  which 
we  had  observed;  that,  instead  of  seeing  him 
often,  and  endeavoring  to  remove  the  obstacles  to  a 
mutual  approach,  we  had  not  once  wailed  on  him. 
General  Pinckney  observed  that,  when  we  deliv- 
ered him  our  letteis  of  credence,  he  informed  us 
that  the  Directory,  in  a  few  days,  would  decide 
concerning  us;  and  (hat  when  the  decision  was 
made  he  would  commuaicaie  it  to  us^  that  this 
had,  for  some  time,  suspended  any  procedure  oa 
our  part.  He  answered,  that  this  related  only  to 
our  public  character,  and  not  to  private  visits. 
General  Pinckney  said  that,  on  an  application 
laade  by  his  secretary  for  a  passport  for  an  Ame- 
rican under  his  care,  he  was  torn  that  be  must 
apply  to  the  office  of  police,  for  that  America 
bad  no  Mioisier  in  France  since  the  recall  of  Mr. 
Monroe.  The  Minister  said,  that  was  very  true, 
and  then  proceeded  to  say,  that  the  Directory  felt 
itself  wounded  by  the  diffeienl  speeches  of  Mr. 
Washington  and  Mr.  Adams,  whicn  he  had  stated, 
and  would  require  some  proofj  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  of  a  friendly  disposition,  previous 
to  a  treaty  with  us.  He  then  said  that  we  ought 
to  search  for,  and  propose  some  means  which 
might  furnish  this  proof;  that  if  we  were  disposed 
to  mrnish  it  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  finding 
it;  and  be  alluded  very  intelligibly  to  a  loan.  He 
said  he  had  bad  ^everalconferencet  with  Mr.  Qerry 
on  this  subject,  who  had  always  answered  that  we 
had  no  [>ower.  Mr.  Gerry  said  that  be  had  stated 
other  objections  j  that  he  had  particularly  urged 
that  it  would  involve  us  in  a  war  with  Great 
Britain.  He  made  no  reply:  and  Gkneial  Pinck- 
ney observed,  that  a  loan  had  repeatedly  been 
suggested  to  us,  but  that  we  had  uniformly  an- 
swered that  it  exceeded  our  powers.  Mr.  Tal- 
Isyisnd  replied,  that  perwus  at  such  a  distance  as 
we  were  from  our  Government,  and  possessed,  as 
we  were,  of  the  public  confidence,  must  often  use 
tlwir  discretion,  and  exceed  their  powers  for  the 


public  good;  that  there  was  a  material  difierenee 
between  acting  when  instructions  were  sileQt,and 
doing  what  was  particularly  forbidden ;  that  if, 
indeed,  a  loan  was  positively  forbidden,  we  might 
consider  ourselves  as  incapable  of  making  one; 
but  if,  Bs  he  supposed  was  the  case,  (he looked 
the  question,)  our  instrnctions  were  only  silent, 
that  it  must  be  referred  to  us  to  act  in  a  case  not 
provided  for,  according  to  the  best  of  our  iudr- 
menl,  for  the  public  got»I ;  that,  in  almost  all  tbe 
treaties  made  during  the  Revolution,  the  oegoli- 
aiors  had  exceeded  (heir  powers,  although  the 
Government  appointing  them  was  at  no  consid«' 
able  distance.  He  partieularized  the  treaty  with 
Prussia,  and  several  others.  Gtenetal  Pinckney 
told  him  that  our  powers  did  not  extend  to  a  loan, 
and,  perhaps,  might  ft^bid  it.  The  Minister  MiU 
urged  the  dioerence  between  an  express  prohibi* 
tion  and  mere  silence.  He  then  proceeded  to  state 
that  the  principal  objection  on  the  part  of  oar 
Government  to  a  loan  must  be,  that  it  would  dt«w 
ui  out  of  the  neutral  siinatioa  in  which  we  wished 
to  continue ;  that  there  were  various  meana  of 
evading  this :  first,  the  secrecy  of  France,  which 
might  be  relied  on  ;  and,  secondly,  means  of  dis- 
guising the  loan  might  be  devised,  which  wonld 
efiecluallv  prevent  its  being  cooiidered  as  an  aid 
during  ine  present  war;  inat,  if  we  were  traly 
and  sincerely  desirous  of  effecting  the  thing, 
we  should  experience  no  difficulty  in  finding  the 
means.  He  again  stated  a  proposition  of  this  sort, 
on  our  part,  as  being  absolutely  necessary  to  prove 
that  the  Government  was  not  about  entering  into 
a  tre&ty  with  persons  of  a  temper  hostile  to  ii. 
Mr.  Oerry,  not  well  hearing  Mr-  Talleyrand,  who 
spoke  low,  asked  him  to  explain  himself  with  re- 
spect to  the  proposition  which  he  had  alluded  to, 
supposing  it  to  t>e  a  new  one;  and  he  answered. 
that  one  of  ihem  was  secrecy ;  but  that  tha« 
were,  besides,  various  ways  which  might  easily  be 
suggested  to  cover  the  loan,  as  aa  immediate  <xie, 
by  nmiiing  the  lime  of  advancing  it  to  distant  in- 
stalments. Mr.  Qerry  observed  that  Dutrimond 
had  suggested  that  ■  loam  was  proposed  to  be 
made,  payable  after  the  war,  and  in  supplies  to 
St.  Domingo.  Mr.  Talleyrand  signified  that  that 
might  be  one  of  the  means  used,  and  said  thai,  if 
we  were  only  sincere  in  onr  wish,  it  would  be 
easy  to  bring  about  the  end.  General  Marshall 
told  Mr.  TaSeyrand  that,  if  the  Ministers  of  the 
United  States  had  manifested  any  unwilling;n«si 
to  lake  all  proper  measures  to  reconcile  the  two 
Republics,  or  any  indiSerence  on  the  subject,  they 
had  very  badly  represented  the  feelings  and  wish- 
es of  their  Government ;  that  the  Govemmeni  of 
the  United  States  was  most  siocereiy  desirous  of 

E reserving  the  friendship  of  France,  and  had.  in 
is  opinion,  unequivocally  manifested  that  desire. 
by  having  deputed  us  under  the  extraordinary  cir- 
cumslauces  attending  our  mission,  and  by  having 
so  long  patiently  borne  the  immense  loss  of  prop- 
erty which  '    '  '  '     '    ------     '^    ' 

deav  _     ,  „  ,     =         . 

represent,truly,this  disposi  lionOfour  Gove  rn  m  em : 
but  that  weunderslood  that  France  would  consider 
nothing  as  an  evidence  of  friendship  bat  as  act 


ich  had  been  sustained  ;  that  we  had  ea- 
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which  would  trantcendftDd  rialati 
■1  th«  wme  lime  operate  the  mcul  serious  injury 
to  our  conutrv ;  that  ueuiitlity,  in  the  preseot 
wu,  was  of  tbe  last  importaace  to  the  Uoited 
Stales,  and  (he;  had  reaolred  railhfuUy  lo  maia- 
tain  it ;  that  they  had  committed  no  act  tdIud- 
larily  which  waa  a  breach  of  it,  aod  could  do  no- 
thing ID  seciet,  which,  if  kaown,  would  JQstly 
urange  ibem  amoog  the  belli^rent  Powers ;  that, 
ia  the  present  state  of  thiu^,  if  America  wax  ac- 
toalty  leagued  with  France  ia  the  war,  she  should 
oaly  be  required  to  furnish  money ;  that  we  had 
neither  shipan^f-wac  nor  men  to  be  employed  in  i,t, 
aad  could,  conaequenily,  aa  a  belliB[erent  Power, 
only  be  asked  lor  mooeyi  that,  ihereiore,  to  furnish 
money  was,  in  fact,  to  make  war,  which  we  could 
by  DO  meajiH  conaeni  to  do,  and  which  would  ab- 
solutely ttanscetitl  our  power*,  being  an  act  alio- 
Slher  without  the  view  and  contemplaiion  of  oui 
iTemment  when  our  miation  waa  decided  on 


would  furoistt  them  wry  abundantly,  if  France 
would  permit  the  commerce  ;  and  a  loan,  really 
payable  after  the  cbse  of  the  war,  might  then  ha 
negotiated.  Mr.  Talleyrand  again  marked  the 
distinction  between  silence  of  instructions  and  an 
eipresa  prohibition,  and  again  insisted  on  the  ne- 
ceatity  of  our  proving,  by  some  means  which  we 
nuat  offer,  our  friendship  for  the  Republic.  He 
aid  he  most  exact  from  us,  on  the  part  of  his  Qot- 
etnmeot,  some  propoaition  of  this  sort;  that,  to 
piOTe  our  friendship,  there  must  be  some  immedi- 
ate aid,  or  Ktmethmg  which  might  arail  them ; 
that  the  principles  of  teciprocitv  would  require  it 
Qeneral  Pinckoey  and  Oeneral  Marshall  uader' 
9ti»d  him,  by  this  expression,  to  allude  to  Un  loan 
formerly  made  by  France  to  tbe  United  Slatea. 
Mr.  Gerry,  ai  the  time,  ihought  he  alluded  to  the 
treaty  to  be  made,  and  said  all  treaties  should  be 
fonaded  in  reciprocity,  and  then  aaked  him  whe- 
ther a  loan  was  the  ultimatum  of  thi*  QoTcrnmenL 
Ur.  Talleyrand  did  not  give  a  direct  anawer  to  the 

rstion:  he  said,  as  he  was  understood,  that  the 
rernment  insisted  on  some  act  which  would 
demonsirate  our  friendly  disposition  towards,  and 
our  good  wishes  for,  ihe  Republic ;  this  once 
done,  he  said  the  adiustnunt  of  complaints  would 
be  easy :  [hat  would  be  matter  of  inquiry ;  and  if 
Prance  had  done  u*  wrong,  it  would  be  repaired  : 
but  that  if  this  was  refused,  it  would  increase  the 
distance  and  coldness  between  the  two  Republics. 
The  conversation  coDtinued  in  this  style  until  four 
o'clock,  when  we  took  oui  4earc,  and  agreed  to 
meet  in  the  evening. 

Id  tlie  course  of  ii,  and  in  reply  to  some  observa- 
lioas  of  Mr.  Talleyrand  rejecting  the  proofa  of 
friendship  required  by  France,  Oeneral  Pinckney 
observed  that  our  being  here  was  a  mark  of  the 
friendly  disposition  of  out  Oovernment,  and  that 
while  we  were  here  the  Government  had  passed  a 
decree  for  seizing  neutral  vessels  having  OB  board 
any  articles  coming  out  of  England ;  which,  in  its 
operation,  would  subject  to  capture  all  our  property 
on  the  ocean.  Mr.  Tallevrand  replied  thai  this 
*>*  not  particular  to  us,  but  waa  common  to  all 


the  neutral  Powers.  At  another  time,  in  answer 
to  his  demand  of  some  mark  of  our  friendship^ 
Geneial  Marshall  observed  that  we  considered  the 
mutual  interest  of  the  two  nations  as  requiring 
peace  and  friendship,  and  we  relied  on  finding 
sufficient  morives  in  the  interest  of  France  to  pre- 
serve that  friendship,  without  forcing  us  to  an  act 
which  transcended  our  powers,  and  would  be  so 
injurious  to  our  country.  As  we  were  taking  our 
leave,  Mr.  Talleyrand  again  noticrd  our  not  vis- 
iting him,  and  said  that  he  conceived  our  not 
having  had  an  audience  from  the  Directory  ought 
not  to  have  prevented  iL  Gieneral  Marshall  told 
him  that  our  seeing  the  Directory  or  not,  was  an 
object  of  no  son  o?  concern  to  us ;  that  we  were 
perfectly  iodifiereut  with  r^ard  to  it;  but  that  we 
conceived  that  until  our  public  character  waa  ii 
some  degree  reco^sed,  and  we  were  treated  as 
the  Ministers  and  Representatives  of  our  Govern- 
ment, we  could  not  take  upon  ourselves  to  act  as 
Ministers,  because,  by  doing  so,  we  might  subject 
ourselves  to  some  injurious  circumstance  to  which 
we  could  not  submiL  He  said  that  was  very  troc^ 
but  that  we  might  see  bim  as  private  iadividuab, 
and  discuss  the  objects  of  difference  between  us. 
We  requested  of  Mr.  Talleyvaad  another  iutei- 
ew.  at  such  hour  a*  might  be  convenient  to  hinL 
th«6th  instant.  He  answered  that  be  would 
^eive  us  at  half-past  eleven:  at  which  hour  wa 
attended  him. 
Immediately  after  our  arrival  at  bis  office  we 
ere  introduced  lo  the  Minister,  and  General 
Pinckney  stated  that  we  had  considered,  with  the 
most  serious  attention,  the  conversation  we  had  bad 
the  honor  of  holding  with  him  a  few  days  past: 
that  the  propositions  he  had  suggested  appeared 
-  us  to  be  subitantialW  the  same  with  those  which 
-ad  been  made  by  Mr.  X.  by  Mr.  Y-  and  also  to 
Mi.  Gerry,  with  an  uitentioa  that  they  should  be 
communicated  to  bis  colleagues ;  that  we  consid- 
ered it  as  a  proposition  that  the  United  Statea 
ihould  furnish  aid  to  France,  to  be  used  during  the 
present  war ;  that,  though  it  was  unusual  to  dis- 
close instructions,  fet  we  would  declare  to  him 
that,  in  addition  to  its  being  a  measure  amounting 
to  a  declaration  of  war  against  Otaat  Britain,  we 
were  expressly  forbidden  by  our  instructions  to 
take  such  a  step. 
The  MinisiN  said,  in  the  tone  ot  a  question,  he 
ppoeedour  instructions  were  to  do  noting  which 
would  amount  to  a  departure  from  our  neutrality. 
Oeneral  Pinckney  said  that  we  were  so  instruct- 
ed, and  that  they  were  still  more  particular.  Mr. 
Talleyrand  then  proceeded  to  argue  that  it  would 
be  no  departure  from  neutrality  to  stipulate  a  loan 
payable  after  the  war,  and  spoke  of  it  clearly 
as  admitting  of  apptieatioo  to  immediate  uae. 
He  said  a  good  deal  of  the  secrecy  with  which 
the  transaction  might  be  clothed,  and  observed, 
further,  that  a  loan  payable  after  the  war  would 
be  a  proof  of  oar  faithful  observance  of  the  du- 
ties of  neutrality,  since  it  would  be  considered  aa 
proving  that  we  had  rejected  propositions  for  an 
imme^ate  loan.  General  Marshall  replied,  that 
we  thought  differently;  that,  in  our  opinion,  any 
act  on  the  part  of  the  American  Oovernment, 
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on  which  one  of  ibe  belligerent  Powers  could 
raise  moocy  for  immediate  use,  would  be  fur- 
nishiDg  aid  to  thai  Power,  and  would  be  taking 
part  in  the  war.  It  woald  be,  in  fact,  to  take  ibe 
only  part  which  in  the  existing  state  of  tbiogs, 
America  could  talte.  This  was  our  deliberate 
opinion  and,  in  addition  to  it,  we  coosidered  our 
instructions  as  cooclusive  on  this  point. 

He  obserred  that  we  had  claims  on  the  French 
OoTernment  for  property  taken  from  American 
citizens.  Some  6f  those  clumB  were  probably 
just.  He  asked,  if  they  were  acknowledged  by 
Frauee,  whether  we  could  not  give  a  credit  as  for 
the  payment — say  for  two  years?  We  answered 
thai  we  could.  He  then  insisted  that  it  was  pre- 
ciseiv  the  same  thing;  that  by  such  an  act  we 
ihould  consent  to  leave  in  the  hftods  of  Prance 
flinds  to  which  our  citizens  were  entitled,  and 
which  might  be  used  in  ihe  prosecution  of  the  war. 
General  Pinckney  said  there  wna  a  difference  bC' 
tween  the  cases;  that  such  prizes  were  now  actually 
in  ihe  power  of  the  Frencli,  without  our  consent ; 
we  could  not  prevent  it  or  aei  them  out ;  but  the 
granting  or  not  gnnling  aloan  was  in  our  own 
power.  Herepeated  his  observation, and  Gen.  Mar- 
shall said  that  the  properly  for  which  money  was 
due  to  American  citizens  from  the  French.  Qovern- 
meut,  was  taken  inlo  the  possession  oflha^'OoT- 
ernmenl  without  any  co-operation  on  the  part  of 
the  United  Slates.  No  act  of  any  sort  was  pei- 
formed  by  our  Government  which,  in  any  degree, 
contributed  to  place  those  funds  in  theliands  of 
France,  nor  was  there  any  consent  towards  it ;  but 
in  the  case  proposed,  the  act  Would  be  the  a.:t  of 
the  Government ;  the  GhiveiDment  would  itself 
place  funds  in  the  hands  of  France,  and  thereby 
furnish  means  which  niight  be  employed  in  (he 
prosecution  of  the  war.  This  was  the  distinciion 
Detween  the  cases,  and,  in  a  question  of  neutrality, 
it  appeared  to  us  to  be  all -important.  The  Min- 
ister then  proceeded  to  state  the  case  of  our  assum- 
ing the  debt  of  our  citizens,  and  of  paying  the 
mcHiey  in  that  manner;  but  General  Pincliney 
KOd  Mr.  Gerry  told  him  we  were  positively  for- 
Udden  to  assume  the  debt  to  our  own  citizens, 
even  if  we  were  to  psv  the  money  directly  to  them. 
He  seemed  surprised  at  this.  General  Pinckney 
observed  that,  contrary  to  usage,  we  had  deemed 
it  proper,  in  the  existing  slate  of  thin^  to  state 
candidly  our  powers  to  him,  that  be  might  know 
certainly  that  we  could  not  secretly,  or  under  any 
disguise  whatever,  make  a  loan  which  might  be 
used  during  the  war.  Mr.  Talleyrand  said  he  must 
resume  his  position  that  thete  was  a  difference, 
which  he  must  insist  upon,  between  a  loan  pay- 
able immediately  and  a  loan  payable  in  future; 
and  be  still  insisted  there  was  no  diffeteoce  be- 
tween a  loan  payable  in  future  and  a  credit  for  the 
money  which  might  be  due  (o  our  citizens.    Mi 


be  due  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from 
Fiance,  in  case  of  her  recognising  the  claims 
which  we  shall  make  in  their  behalf,  and  a  debt 


war.  The  one  is  the  result  of  an  arrest  of  their 
properly  without  their  consent ;  the  other  would 
be*  a  voluntary  act  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  breach  of  their  neutrality. 
There  is  an  additional  objection  to  the  tatter ;  if 
the  United  Slates  should  make  such  a  loan,  it 
would  give  loo  much  reason  to  suppose  that  their 
Government  had  consented,  in  a  collusive  manner, 
to  the  capture  of  (he  vessels  of  their  citizens,  and 
had  thus  been  furnishing  France  with  supplies 
to  carry  on  the  war.  Our  instructions  ere  ex- 
press not  to  stipulate  for  any  aids  to  France,  eithei 
directly  or  indirectly^  during  the  war.  With  re- 
spect to  a  secret  sti|julaiion,  a  loan  caimot  be 
made  without  an  act  of  Ihe  Legislature ;  but  if  the 
Executive  were  adequate  to  it,  we  hare  had  an 
instaace  of  an  injunction  of  secrecy  on  members 
of  the  Senate,  on  an  imporiant  subject,  which  one 
of  the  members  thought  himself  warranted  in  pub- 
lishing in  the  newspapers,  and  of  frequent  instan- 
ces of  secrets  which  have  otherwise  escaped ;  secre- 
cy, in  (his  instance,  mig^ht  therefore  be  considered, 
if  the  measure  was  in  itself  admissible,  as  being 
impracticable.  General  Marshall  observed  that 
we  had  considered  the  subject  with  great  solicitude, 
and  were  decidedly  of  opinion  that  we  could  not. 
under  any  form,  make  a  loan  which  could  be  used 
during  the  war ;  thai  we  could  not  tell  what  oar 
Governmeot  would  do  if  on  the  spot,  but  *ere  per- 
fectly clear  that,  without  additional  order?  we 
could  not  do  what  France  requested.  Mr.  Gerry 
observed  that  the  Government  and  Nation  of  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  ourselves,  were  ear- 
nestly solicitous  to  restore  friendship  between  the 
two  Republics;  that,  as  General  Marshall  had 
stated,  we  could  not  say  what  our  Government 
woulif  doif  on  the  spot ;  but  if  this  proposition  met 
the  wishes  of  the  GloTernment  of  FranciL  General 
Marshall  and  himself  had  agreed  immediately  to 
embark  for  the  United  States,  and  lay  before  cmr 
Government  the  existing  state  of  things  here,  as 
it  respected  our  nation,  to  enable  them  to  deto- 
mine  whether  any,  and  what,  other  measures  on 
their  pan  were  necessary.  M.  Talleyrand  made 
no  observation  on  this  proposition,  but  inquired 
whether  we  expected  socm  to  receive  orders.  Mr. 
Gerry  mentioned  an  answer  be  had  received  to  a 
letter  sent  by  him  in  November;  and  Qeneral 
Marshall  stated  that  our  first  despatches  were  sent 
on  board  two  vessels  at  Amsterdam,  on  the  2Siti 
of  November,  from  which  Mr.  Talleyrand  coutd 
form  as  just  an  idea  a«  we  could  when  an  answer 
might  be  expected ;  but  he  did  not  think  it  proba- 
ble one  would  arrive  before  a  month  to  come. 
General  Marshall  told  him  we  knew  (bat  our  Gor- 
emment  had  not  received  our  despatches  on  the 
8ih  of  January,  and  we  could  not  tell  when  thev 
might  be  received.  He  asked  whether  our  intel- 
ligence came  through  England?  General  Mar- 
shall answered  that  it  did  not;  and  General  Pinck- 
ney said  that  American  papers  as  late  as  the  8ib 
of  January  mentioned  the  fact 

There  was  some  conversation  about  the  dm« 
when  these  iusiructions  might  be  expected,  and 
General  Marshall  sug^sted  a  doubt  whether  our 
Government  might  give  r —  ■ — " — "' —      "- 
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asked,  witb  Bome  surprise,  whether  we  had  ooi 
wrirteQ  for  instraclions?  and  we  answered  that 
we  had  not;  and  Mr.  Cherry  ui<l  that  we  had  stated 
bets  Id  our  GoTerament.  aod  conceited  that  do- 
tbing  more  was  necessary.  Generat  PiDckoej 
oteerred  that  the  Oovemmeat.  knowing  the  facta, 
would  do  what  was  proper,  aod  that  oar  applying 
ornot  applying  foi  inBtruetioDs  would  not  alter  our 
conduct  Mr.  Talleyrand  then  ioqnired  whether 
we  had  not  sent  anyone  lo  theUnited  Suies.  G«ii. 
Pinckoeysaid  no;  and  Mr.  Gkrry  added  that,  soon 
aflar  oar  arrival  we  bad  made  propositions  to  send 
OBcaranrnumber.which  were  not  accepted.  And 
General  Marshall  further  added,  that  those  who 
had  cotDTnuiiicated  with  us  had  told  ns  we  should 
be  ordered  out  of  France  immediately  ;  and  we 
had  iDpposed  th*t  weahaold  be  ordered  oui  before 
onrletlers  conid  reach  the  OoTernmeni.  Mr.  Gerry 
then  observed  that  the  Government  of  France 
mnst  judge  for  itself;  but  that  it  appeared  to  him 
ihst  a  treaty  on  liberal  principles,  such  as  tho^  on 
wbich  tbe  Treaty  of.Cooiaierce  between  the  two 
utioDB  was  first  established,  wonld  be  infinitely 
moie  advastageons  to  France  than  the  trifling  ad- 
Taatafes  she  could  derive  from  a  loan.  Such  a 
treaty  would  produce  a  friendship  and  attachment 
OB  the  part  of  the  United  States  co  France,  which 
wodd  be  Bolidand  permanent,  and  produce  Dene  fits 
for  luperioT  to  those  of  a  loan,  if  we  had  power  to 
make  it.  To  this  observation  Mr.  Talleyrand 
made  no  reply.  We  parted  without  any  senliment 
delivered  by  the  Minister  on  the  subjeci  of  our 
going  home  to  consult  our  Government. 

As  we  were  taking  our  leave  of  Mr.  Talleyrand, 
we  laid  him  that  two  of  us  wonld  return  immedi- 
itely,  to  receive  tbe  inatrnetions  of  our  Govern- 
meat,  if  that  wonld  be  agreeable  to  theDir&tory; 
if  it  was  not,  we  would  wait  some  time,  ia  the 
cipectation  of  receiving  instructioas. 


FRANCE. 

[Comnnuiiated  to  Congrea,  June  IS,  1798.] 
Gaijferaai  of  the  SenaU,  and 

Omtlemeneftlu  Haute  of  Rtprttentaiha  i 
1  now  craosmil  to  Congress  the  despatch.  No.  8, 
from  DOT  Envoys  Exiraordiiury  to  the  French 
Republic,  which  was  received  at  the  Secretary  o" 
Stale's  office  on  Thursday,  tbe  14ih  day  of  thi 
month. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
UnrrsD  SraTBe,  June  18, 1798. 


No.  8. 

Paris,  AprU  3,  1798. 
De4K  Sir:  We  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of 
■be  letter  written  to  ue  by  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  datediheSSth  Veniose,  (18th  March.)  aod 
parporliog  to  be  an  answer  to  our  memorial  of  the 
17th  of  January. 

We  aUo  send  yon  in  this  enclosure  a  copy  of 

cur  reply,  which  has  been  presented  this  morning. 

As  soon  a*  we  certainly  knOw  whai  slept  the 
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French  Qovernnieni  mean  to  pursue  in  conse- 
quence of  ihis  reply,  you  shall  be  informed  orihem. 
We  ranain,  &c.  C.  C.  PINCKNEY, 

J.  MARSHALL, 
E.  GERRY. 
Col.  PioKBBiNO,  Secretary  U.  8. 


The  Miniitei  of  Foreign  BelatioB*  of  tke  FMnch  K«- 
■  ■  ic  lo  Meam.  Chsrle*  "  ..    -.    . 

ihall,and£.Gen7. 
The  undersigned,  Minister  of  Foreign  Relationa 
□f  the  French  Republic. has  laid  before  the  Biec- 
Directory  the  memorial  which  the  Commia- 
rs  and  Envoys  Enraordinary  of  the  United 
Bcates  of  America  have  transmitted  to  him,  under 
date  of  the  2Sth  Nivose  last,  (17ih  January,  1798:) 
of  (be  intentions  of  the  Di- 
rectory, which  desires  to  convince  the  United 
States  of  the  true  dispositions  wbich  animate  it 
with  respect  to  them,  that  the  undersigded  cora- 
municBtes  to  the  Commissioners  and  Envoys  Ex- 
traordinary the  following  observations: 

The  first  thing  which  must  excite  attention,  in 
e  memorial  oflhe  Commissioners  and  Envoy* 
Eitraordinary,  is  the  method  which  ihey  have 
thought  proper  to  pursue  in  the  eiposition  and  in 
the  aiscussion  of  the  points  which  are  in  disfMte- 
between  the  two  States.  The  Executive  DiKO- 
toty,  animatfil  with  dispositions  the  most  coaeilia- 
tory.  and  penetrated  with  (he  interests  wU«b 
should  draw  the  two  Rations  together,  aa  well  as 
eager  to  concur  in  the  well  know  n  wi»h  of  the  twO' 
people  to  maintain  a  perfect  ioiimacy.  had  leaaon 
-■  expect  that  ihe  Envoys  would  have  brought,  im 
-_e  name  of  their  Government,dispositioDa  entirely 
similar,  and  a  temper  previously  prepared  by  the 
same  views  and  the  same  desires.  What  mult 
be,  after  this,  the  surprise  of  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory, when  the  undersigned  rendered  it  an  aceouKt 
of  a  memorial  in  which  the  Com  mission  era  and 
lysBiiraordinary, reversing  the  known  order 
of  facta,  have  aimed  lo  pass  over,  as  it  were  in 
silence,  the  just  motives  ofcomplaint  of  the  French 
Government,  and  to  disguise  the  tine  cause  of  the 
misunderstanding  which  is  prolonged  between  the 
two  Republics!  So  that  it  would  appear,  frMa 
that  exposition,  ds  partial  as  unfailbtul,  thai  tk» 
French  Republic  has  no  real  grievance  to  substan- 
tiate, no  legitimate  reparation  to  demand,  whilst 
tbe  United  States  should  alone  have  a  rightto- 
complain — should  alone  be  entitled  to  claim  sattt<- 
faction. 

Tbe  designs  which  have  induced  a  preference 
of  this  course  to  every  other  have  not  escaped  the 
Executive  Directory  ;  and  it  is  as  well  from  a  just 
senliment  of  the  dignity  of  the  Republic,  whose 
interests  are  confided  to  il,  as  to  provide  eventually 
against  the  views  which  may  be  contemplated  by 
such  conduct,  (hat  ii  has  charged  the  unaersigned 
to  dispel  these  empty  appearances,  which,  indeed, 
cannot  exist  when  facts  shall  be  re-established, 
and  the  true  intentions  of  the  Directory  shall  b« 
solemnly  made  to  appear,  in  opposition  to  those 
which  can  be  attributed  to  it  only  gratuitously, 
and  by  taking  adfantage  of  its  silence. 
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Ad  incoQteiiuble  truth,  aod  ooe  whicb  hasbwD 
cmirely  passed  over  ia  the  memorial  of  ihe  Com- 
missionerx  and  Envoys  EztrBordiuary,  is,  thai  the 
priority  of  grierances  and  complaints  belonged  to 
the  French  Republic ;  that  ihete  complaints  and 
these  grievaQce.-!  were  aa  real  as  Dumerous,  lonv 
before  the  United  States  had  the  least  grounded 
claim  to  rnake,  and.  consequently,  before  all  the 
&cts,  on  which  the  Envoys  rest  with  so  many  de- 
tails, had  exit  ted. 

Another  truth,  not  less  inconlesubte,  is,  that  all 
tiie  grievances  which  the  Commissioners  aud  En- 
Toyt  Extraordinary  exhibit,  with  the  exceptions 
which  the  undersigned  was  ready  to  diacuis,  are  a 
necessary  eonsequeoce  of  the  measures  which  the 
|mor  conduct  of  the  United  States  had  justified  on 
^e  [wri  of  the  French  Republic,  and  which  its 
treaties  with  the  said  United  States  authorized  in 
certain  cases,  which  it  depended  upon  the  Qeae- 
nl  QoveTDment  of  the  Union  to  create  or  not  to 

It  would  be  foreign  to  the  purpoae  to  enter  into 
an  eoumeratioit  of  the  complaints  which  the 
French  Qovernment  had  room  to  make  against 
the  Federal  Oovernment,  since  the  commence- 
Doeot  of  the  war,  excited  against  the  French  Re- 
public by  a  Power  jealous  of  its  prosperity  and  its 
regeneration.  These  details  are  contained  in  the 
nnmeroua  official  com  municBt ions,  made  at  Phil- 
adelphia by  the  Ministers  of  the  Republic,  and 
have  been  recapitulated  by  the  predecessor  of  the 
undersigned  in  a  note  addressed,  under  dale  of  the 
19lh  Ventose,  in  the  4lh  year,  (9lh  March,  1796,) 
to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris,  and  very  particularly  detailed  in 
the  official  note  of  Citizen  Adet,  dated  at  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  25th  Brumaire,  in  the  5th  year, 
(15lh  November,  1796.^  Complaint  was  made  in 
the  above  note  of  the  ineiecution  of  the  treaties 
concluded  in  1778,  in  the  onlv  clauses  in  which 
France  had  stipulated  some  aclvantages,  in  return 
for  the  efforts  which  she  engaged  to  make  for  the 
common  benefit,  and  against  the  insults  offered  to 
the  disnity  of  the  French  Republic. 

In  fact,  from  the  com  men  cement  of  the  war, 
the  American  tribunals  hare  claimed  the  right  to 
take  cognizance  of  the  validity  of  prize;<,  carried 
into  the  ports  of  the  United  States  by  French 
ecuisers.  It  basresulted  from  thispretension, con- 
trary 10  the  ietier  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  of 
1778,  that  the  property  of  eiiizens  of  the  Repub- 
lic has  been  unjustly  detained,  and  thai  French 
cruising  has  been  totally  discourazed  in  the  Amer- 
ican seas,  against  an  enemy  who  revived  the  most 
barbarous  laws  of  that  mode  of  warfare,  to  de- 
stroy and 'insult  the  American  commerce,  even 
onder  the  eyes  of  the  Federal  Government. 

That  Government  did  not  confine  itself  to  favor 
the  enemies  of  the  French  Republic  in  a  point  so 
essential,  a  point  on  which,  in  truth,  some  abuses 
might  arise,  but  which  the  French  Oovernment 
manifested  itself  disposed  to  prevent;  il  even  went 
so  far  as  to  permitenemy's  vessels,  contrary  to  the 
literal  meaning  of  the  above  treaty,  to  put  into  the 
ports  of  the  United  States,  after  having  captured 
the  property  or  ships  belonging  to  French  citizens. 


Soon  afterward  a  national  corvette,  at  aaebor  in 
the  port  of  Philadelphia,*  was  seized  by  order  of 
the  Government,  and  this  arrest  was  afteivaid 
extended  even  to  her  commander.  The  Ameriean 
tribunals,  in  like  manner,  arrested  the  perscui  of 
the  ez-Goremor  of  Ouadaloupe,  for  acis  of  his 
administration  ;  and  it  was  necessary  that  iheEi- 
ecniive  Directory  should  threaten  to  nuke  repri- 
sals, to  put  this  a&ir  in  the  course  prescribed  by 
the  law  of  nations. 
During  the  whole  space  of  time  which  has  been 

J'ust  reviewed,  the  French  Governnieai  made 
tuilless  pfforli  to  induce  the  Qovernmeoi  of  the 
United  States  to  procure,  for  the  agents  of  the 
Republic,  the  tesal  means  of  carrying  into  effett 
the  clauses  of  the  Consular  Convention  of  1738, 
which  granted  to  our  navigation  and  commoee 
privileges,  whose  principle  was  consecrated  by  ibe 
treaties  of  1778;  and  nothing  could  ever  be  ob- 
tained, in  this  respect,  but  fruitless  references  to 
th^tribunals.  In  general,  all  mailers  whicb.  wiih 
intentions  sincerely  conciliajory,  should  have  been 
terminated  by  means  of  negotiation,  were  habilu- 
ally  referred  to  the  Judicial  authorities ;  and  ibew, 
whether  they  were  or  were  not  subject  to  a  secttl 
influence,  in  the  end  either  deprived  the  Republic 
of  rights  founded  upon  treaties,  or  modihea  liieir 
exercise  as  suited  the  system  of  the  Goveromeni. 

Such  was  the  true  state  of  things  in  the  maaib 
of  August,  1795,  the  period  when  the  laiiGcitioD 
of  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Navigation,  and  Com- 
merce,signed  at  London  in  the  month  ofNorem- 
ber  preceding,  between  the  United  Siites  and 
Great  Britain,  filled  the  measure  of  the  grievinces 
of  the  Republic. 

What  had,  until  then,  been  the  conduct  of  (be 
Frenbh  G  ove  rum  en  1  toward  ihe  United  Scales? 
The  undersigned,  in  order  to  contrast  it  wiiti  thai 
of  the  said  States,  will  content  himself  with  re- 
calling facts,  which  cannot,  however,  hare  been 
forgotten. 

Occupied  with  the  most  pressing  cares  in  Eu- 
rope, the  Republic  did  not  direct  her  aitentioa  to 
the  United  States;  but  in  order  constantly  to  give 
them  new  proofs  of  the  most  sincere  friendship 
and  interest,  she  left  it  to  her  agents  amica- 
bly 10  discuss  with  the  Federal  GoTernmeni  ibe 
controversiea  which  have  just  been  sketched,  and 
which,  had  they  been  bandied  on  both  sides  in  the 
true  spirit  of  conciliation,  could  noi  have  altered 
their  sood  understandins  to  the  present  degree. 
The  Republic  was  hardly  constituted,  when  a 
Minister  was  sent  to  Philadelphia,  whose  first  set 
was  to  declare  to  the  United  Stales  thai  ibey 
would  noi  be  pressed  to  execute  the  defensire 
clauses  of  the  Treaty  of  Alliance,  although  ihe 
circumstances,  in  the  least  equivocal  maDDer,ei- 
hihiied  the  catutfatUHs.  Far  from  appteciaii^ 
this  conduct,  the  Ameriean  Governmaii  reeeired 
il  as  the  acknowledgment  of  a  right;  and  il  «  m 
this  spirit,  also,  that  the  Commissioners  and  En- 
voys Extraordiaary  have  met  this  question  in  '« 
beginning  of  their  memorial.  The  Minisieroftte 
Republic  at  Philadelphia,  having  given  uneiMOt^ 

*  Seiiore  of  the  Cmkos,  in  Auguat,  17Se. 
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10  the  Ameriein  OoTemment,  ma  readily  recall- 
ed.ereii  with  circDinstancMof  exiretnetigor.  Hi» 
luccetsor  carried  to  the  United  States  every  desi- 
nble  repaitatioii,  as  well  aa  declaration*  the  most 
friendly  and  siDceie. 

Nolhiog  equals  tbe  tpiiit  of  conciliation,  or 
lather  of  condeiicensioD,  in  which  hit  initractions 
were  drawn,  relatively  lo  all  the  poinu  which 
eaased  any  UDeasiness  in  the  Federal  GoverDment. 
The  Citizen  Adel  again  enforced,  in  the  name  of 
the  National  Conventton,  those  exprestiona  of 
^ood  will ;  and  that  assembly  itself  received,  with 
the  effusion  of  an  unbounded  confidence  and  te- 
earitjr,  the  new  Minister,  whom  the  President  of 
the  United  States  sent  to  it,  with  the  apparent  in- 
leatioD  of  sincerely  correspond iikg  with  the  dispo- 
sition* which  the  Republic  had  not  ceased  to  pro- 
fess. 


ment  when  she  thus  redonbled  her  regards  for  her 
altyi  and  ihai  the  correspond  ins  demonstrations 
of  the  Federal  GoTernmeut  had  no  other  object 
but  to  keep  her,  as  well  as  her  Government,  in  a 
false  security-  And  yet  it  is  now  known  that,  at 
(his  very  period,  Mr.  Jay,  who  had  been  sent  lo 
London  solely,  as  it  was  then  ^aid,  to  negotiate 
arrsDgemenU  relative  to  the  depredations  com- 
mitted upon  the  American  commerce  by  the  cruis- 
ers of  Great  Britain,  signed  a  Treaty  of  Amiiy, 
Navigation,  and  Commerce,  the  negotiating  and 
signing  of  which  had  been  kept  a  profound  secret 
•1  Paris  and  ai  Philadelphia.  This  treaty  was 
iTowed  to  our  HioLiter  Plenipotentiary,  only  at 
the  last  extremity  ;  and  it  was  communicatea  to 
him  only  for  form's  sake,  and  after  it  had  received 
the  rsiification  of  the  Senate.  When  the  agents 
of  the  Republic  complained  of  this  mysterious 
eoodaci,  they  were  answered  by  an  appeal  to  the 
independence  of  the  United  States,  solemnly  sanc- 
tioned in  the  treaties  of  1778 — a  strange  manner 
of  contesting  ■  grievance,  the  reality  of  which 
was  demonstrated  by  the  dissimulation  lo  which 
leeonrsB  was  had — an  insidious  subterfuge,  which 
lubsittutes  for  ihe  true  point  of  the  question  a 
general  iftinciple,  which  the  Repablic  cannot  be 
supposed  to  dispute,  and  which  destroys  by  the 
aid  of  a  sophism,  that  intimate  confidence  which 
ought  to  exist  between  two  alliea,  and  which, 
above  all,  onght  to  exist  between  the  French  Re- 
pablic and  the  United  Slates. 

If  it  be  difficult  to  find  in  this  conduct  what 
ought  10  be  expected  from  a  friend,  what  mnst  be 
ibought  of  the  treaty  itself,  and  of  its  provisions? 
This  treaty  is  now  known  to  all  Earope ;  and  the 
■mall  majority  by  which  itpassed  the  two  Houses, 
as  well  as  the  multitude  of  imposing  wishes  which 
were  expressed  by  the  nation  against  such  an  act, 
bear  honorable  testimony  in  favor  of  the  opinion 
which  the  French  Government  has  adopted  con- 
cerning it.  The  undersigned  will  not  repeat,  with 
respeei  to  this  treaty,  what  his  predecessor  has 
said  of  it  in  his  note  of  the  19ih  Ventose  before 
cited,  and  in  that  of  the  19th  Messidor  following, 
nor  what  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Re- 
public at  Philadelphia  ha*   set  forth,  at  great 


length,  in  his  official  note  of  the  ^tb  Brnmaire. 
fie  will  content  himself  with  observing,  summa- 
rity,  that,  in  this  treaty,  everything  having  been 
olculaled  to  turn  the  neutrality  of  the  United 
Stales  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic, and  to  the  advantage  of  England ;  thai  the 
F^eral  Government  having  in  this  acl  made  to 
Great  Britain  concessions,  the  most  unheard  of; 
the  most  incompatible  wiih  the  interests  of  the 
United  States;  the  most  derDgaiory  lo  the  alli- 
ance which  subsisted  between  lEe  said  Stale*  and 
the  French  Republic;  the  latter  was  perfectly 
free,  in  order  to  avoid  the  inconveniences  of  the 
Treaty  of  London,  to  avail  itself  of  the  preserva- 
tive means  with  which  the  law  of  nature,  the  law 
of  nations,  and  prior  treaties,  furnished  it. 

Such  are  the  reasons  which  have  produced  the 
decreet  of  the  Director?,  of  which  the  United 
States  complain,  as  well  as  the  conduct  of  its 
agents  to  tne  West  Indies.  All  these  measures 
are  founded  on  the  2d  article  of  the  treaty  of  177& 
which  requires  that,  in  matters  of  navigation  and 
commerce.  France  should  always  be,  wiihrespeet 
to  Ihe  United  States,  on  the  footing  of  (he  most 
favored  nation.  The  Executive  Directory  can- 
not be  arraigned,  if,  from  the  execution  of  this 
eveotml  clause,  some  inconveniences  have  result- 
ed to  the  American  flag.  As  to  the  abuses  which 
may  have  sprang  from  that  principle,  the  under- 
signed  again  repeats  that  he  was  ready  to  discuss 
them  in  the  most  friendly  manner. 

From  this  faithful  exposition  of  facts,  which 
have  progressively  led  to  the  present  misunder- 
standing between  the  two  Stales,  it  results,  as  the 
undersigned  has  said  in  the  beginning  of  ibis  an- 
swer, tnat  ihe  priority  of  grievances  belongs  to 
the  French  Republic;  and  that  such  of  its  meas- 
ures as  may  have  occasioned  the  complaints  of  the 
United  States,  are,  with  some  exceptions,  the  nat- 
ural consequence  of  a  state  of  things,  which  it  de- 
pended upon  them  to  eieate  or  not  to  create. 

If  the  undersigned  should  terminate  the  exist- 
ence of  the  grievances  of  the  Republic  with  the 
Treaty  of  London,  he  would  imperfectly  fulfil  his 
task ;  it  is  his  duty  to  carry  his  views  further. 
From  the  moment  that  the  treaty  in  question  waa 
put  into  execution,  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates  seemed  to  think  itself  freed  from  the  neces- 
sity of  keeping  anv  measures  with  the  Republic : 
ooiwilbstanding  tne  reiterated  assurance  which 
had  been  given  lo  its  Ministers,  that  the  treaty 
would  in  no  respect  change  the  pre-existing  stale 
of  neutrality  of  the  United  States,  notice  was 
given  in  the  course  of  the  year  1796  to  the  French 
cruisers,  that  they  could  no  longer,  as  had  been 
until  then  praclised,  be  permilled  to  sell  iheir 
prizes  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  This  de- 
cision waa  rendered  by  the  Federal  Court  of  Jus- 
tice, and  founded  upon  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Brilain. 

The  newspapers,  known  to  be  under  the  Indirect 
control  of  the  Cabinet,  have,  since  Ihe  treaty,  re- 
doubled the  invectives  and  calumnies  against  the 
Republic  and  against  her  principles,  her  magis- 
trates, and  her  Envoys.  Pamphlets,  openly  paid 
for  by  the  Minister  of  Great  Brilain,  have  repro- 
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daced,  in  every  fonn,  those  insults  and  calumnies 
without  a  state  of  ibings  so  scandalous  baving 
eTer  attracted  the  atiention  of  the  GovernmeDt, 
which  might  have  repres-icd  it.  On  the  contrary, 
the  Government  itself  was  intent  upon  encourag- 
ing this  scandal  in  its  public  acts.  The  Eiecu- 
tive  Directory  has  seen  itself  denounced  in  a 
Speech  delivered  by  the  President  in  the  course  of 
the  month  of  May  last  (O.  S.)  as  endeavoring  to 
propagate  anarchy  and  division  within  the  United 
Btatts.  The  new  allies  which  the  Republic  has 
acquired,  and  who  are  the  same  that  contributed 
to  the  independence  of  the  Americans,  have  been 
equally  insulted  in  the  official  correspondences 
which  have  been  made  public,  or  in  the  newspa- 
pers. In  fine,  one  cannot  help  discovering,  in  ihe 
tone  of  the  Speech  and  of  the  puhlicalions  which 
have  been  just  pointed  out,  a  latent  enmity  which 
only  waits  an  opportunity  to  breeb  out. 

Pacts  being  tlius  established,  it  is  disagreeable 
to  be  obliged  lo  think  that  the  instructions,  under 
which  the  Commissioners  have  acted,  have  not 
been  drawn  up  with  the  sincere  intention  of  ob- 
taining [>BcJfic  results ;  btcause,  far  from  pro- 
ceeding in  their  memorial  upon  some  avowed 
principles  and  acknowledged  facts,  they  have  in- 
verted and  confounded  bulh,  so  as  to  be  enabled  to 
impute  10  the  Republic  all  the  misfortunes  of  a 
rupture,  which  they  seem  willing  to  produce  by 
■nch  a  course  of  proceeding.  It  is  evident  that 
the  desire  plainly  declared  of  supporting,BlhazBrd. 
the  Treaty  of  London,  which  is  the  principal 
grievance  a(  the  Republic,  of  adhering  to  the 
apirit  in  which  this  treaty  was  formed  and  execut- 
ed, and  of  not  granting  to  the  Republic  any  of  the 
means  of  reparation  which  she  has  propnsed 
through  the  medium  of  ihe  undersigned,  have 
dictated  iho^e  Instructions.  It  is  equally  evident 
that  no  hesitation  in  made  in  sacrificing  to  these 
strange  sentiments  those  which  the  treaties  of 
1778,  and  the  recollection  of  the  cireumsiances  in 
the  midst  of  which  they  were  concluded,  ought  to 
inspire. 

The  remote  consequences  of  such  conduct  have 
not  escaped  the  atiention  of  the  Directory.  Il  is 
desired,  while  noihing  is  omitted  lo  prolong  the 
misunderslaniting,  and  even  lo  augment  il,  to 
throw  upon  the  Republic  all  the  odium.  In  the 
view  of  America  and  of  Europe.  It  is  songht  to 
justify,  by  delusive  appearances,  the  prejudices 
with  which  the  name  of  the  Republic  is  surround- 
ed at  pleasure,  and  the  system  of  exasperation  and 
alienation  which  Is  pursued  m  relation  lo  It,  with 
the  most  slrange  obstinacy.  It  is  finally  wished 
to  seize  the  first  favorable  occasion  to  cotisum 
mate  an  intimate  union  with  a  Power,  towards 
which  a  devotion  and  partiality  is  professed,  which 
has  long  been  the  principle  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Federal  Government. 

The  inteniions  which  the  undersigned  here  : 
tributes  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Sia 
nre  so  little  disguised,  that  nothing  seems  to  hn 
been  neglected  at  Philadelphia  to  manifest  ihi 
to  every  eye.  It  is,  probably,  with  this  view,  tl 
it  was  thought  proper  to  send  to  the  French  Re- 
public persons  whose  opinions  and  ccmnexions 


too  well  known  to  hope  from  them  disposiiioai 
sincerely  conciliatory.  It  is  painful  for  the  under- 
signed lo  be  obliged  to  make  a  contrast  beiweea 
this  conduct  and  that  which  was  pursued  lowirds 
the  Cabinet  of  Si.  James's,  under  similar  circnm- 
ilances.  An  eagerness  was  then  fell  lo  send  to 
Limdon  Ministers  well  known  for  sentiments co 
iponding  with  the  object  of  their  mission.  The 


Republic,  it  seems,  might  have  eipected  a  like 
deference  ;  and  if  the  same  propriety  has  not  been 
observed  with  respect  to  it,  it  is  exceedingly  prob- 
able that  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  ibe  views  above 
alluded  to  by  the  undersigned. 
It  is  impossible  to  foresee  whither  such  dispoii- 


French  nation,  sees  this  state  of  things  with  te- 
gret,  and  does  not  consider  its  consequences  wiA- 
oul  sorrow.    He  apprehends  that  the  Ameticaa 


peopl 


)le  will  not 


take  conceming  iht 


prejudices  with  which  it  has  been  desired  to  in- 
spire them  against  an  allied  people,  nor  concemiBE 
the  engagements  which  it  seems  to  be  wished  ID 
make  them  contract  to  the  detriment  of  an  alli- 
ance, which  so  powerfully  contributed  lo  place 
them  in  the  rank  of  nations,  and  to  sappott 
(hem  in  it;  and  that  ihey  will  see  in  these  new 
combinations  the  only  dangers  their  prosperllyani 

Penetrated  with  the  justice  of  these  reflections 
and  Iheir  consequences,  the  Executive  Directory  | 
bas  authorized  the  undersigned  to  express  himself 
with  all  the  frankness  which  becomes  the  French 
nation.  ■  It  i.i  indispensable  that,  in  the  name  of 
the  Directory,  he  should  dissipate  those  illn,<ioiis 
with  which  forfive  years  the  complaints  of  the 
Ministers  of  the  Republic  hare  been  incessantly 
surrounded  at  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  weakep. 
calumniate,  or  distort  them,  li  was  essential,  in 
fine.  that,  by  exhibiting  their  sentiments  in  an  on- 
equivocal  manner,  he  should  clear  np  all  toe 
doubts,  and  all  the' false  interpretations,  of  which 
ihey  might  be  the  object. 

It  is,  tlierefDre,  in  order  to  smooth  the  way  of 
discussions,  that  the  undersigned  has  entered  into 
the  preceding  explanalions.  It  is  with  the  same 
view  that  he  declares  to  ihe  Commissioners  and 
Envoys  Extraordinary,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
kind  of  prejudice  which  has'been  entertained  wiin 
respect  lo  them,  ihe  Executive  Directory  is  dis- 
posed to  treat  with  ihat  one  of  the  three,  whose 
opinions,  presumed  to  be  more  impartial, promise, 
in  the  course  of  the  explanation s,  more  of  that  le- 
ciprucal  confidence  which  is  indispensable. 

The  undersigned  flatters  himself  ihallhisovM- 
ture  will  not  meet,  on  the  part  of  the  Commis- 
sioners aod  Bdvovs  Extraordinary,  with  any  se- 
rious difficultv.  It  is  still  more  naturallo  hopei^ 
because,  by  the  tenure  of  their  powers,  the  said 
Commissioners  and  Envoys  Extraordinary  »« 
authorized  to  negoliate  jointly  or  separalely;  s" 
that  nothing  but  the  desrre  of  preventing  any  *C- 
commodaiion  could  produce  any  objection  ag«^ 
this  measure;  which,  moreover,  is  only  poinl« 
out  to  the  Commis<toners  themselves,  in  order 
ihai  nothing  may  here  bear  an  unfavorable  ap- 
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prarance,  and  which  evidently  haa  do  other  oh' 
jeci  tban  to  Bunre  to  the  Defoliation  bd  happy 
laine,  bjr  BTotding,  &t  the  DUtnet,  everything 
wbich  may  on  either  side  avraken,  io  the  course 
ofibiH  DcgotiaiioD,  s«Dtiments  calculated  to  cd- 
dinger  iL 

The  UDdenigued  hopes  that  the  CommissioDers 
ud  KoTOyi  ExtTBOtdinary  will  sood  enable  him 
10  inform  tha  Bxecutive  Directory  of  their  deter- 
niDRlioD.  Whatever  this  determination  may  be, 
ibe  DUdeniKoed  flatters  himself  that  the  explana- 
lioiis  into  firhich  be  hns  entered  will  have  placed 
iheiubjects  in  dispute  io  their  true  light,  and  mav 
treDtually  serve  to  dissipate  in  the  eyes  of  all 
imparlial  men,  the  UDfavorabie  impteasion  which 
il  might  be^odeavored  to  fix  upon  the  JDtentlona 
of  tbe  Freoch  Republic  and  its  Oovernmeni, 
He  conelndes  bf  renewing  Io  the  Commiasiooers 
ud  Bnvoys  Eztraordinary  the  atsnrBDce  of  his 
coDudenttioD. 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYHAND. 

Paris,  281A  VtiUoK, 

«A  year,  (18/A  March,  1798.) 


CiTizBH  MiNiBTu:  Your  letter  of  tbe  38ih 
Veotose,  flSib  March,)  in  answer  to  a  memorial 
ofthe  undersigned,  dated  17th  January,  was  re- 
ceived the  day  after  its  date,  and  has  been  eon- 
lidered  with  the  most  respectful  attention. 

Id  that  memorial,  the  undersigned,  without  fur- 
lushiag  cBuse  fur  reproach,  might  have  limited 
themselves  to  a  statement  of  the  numeroas  and 
veil  founded  complainii  of  the  nation  they  repte- 
leni.  They  have  been  induced  to  extend  their 
obiervBtions  to  other  subjects,  by  that  sincere  de- 
siie  Io  te-eiiablish  harmouy  and  mutual  coofi- 
deace  between  the  two  Republics  which  the 
GoTeramenl  of  the  United  Slates  has  never  ceas- 
ed to  feel  and  to  express.  Supposing  that  those 
■usnpteseaia lions,  to  which  human  actions  and 
Imoian  seBtimenta  must  ever  continue  to  be  ex- 
gxed.  might  have  impressed  on  the  mind  of  the 
Freoch  Gktvernmenl,  occupied  witii  the  great  and 
iiteiesiing  evenla  of  Europe,  tha  unfounded  sus- 
picion of  partiality,  on  the  part  of  America,  for 
the  enemies  of  Fraace,  the  undersigned  cherished 
liie  hope  that  a  complete  review  of  the  conduct  of 
■heir  Qovernment,  accompanied  with  a  candid 
and  ihoTough  invesiigaiion  of  the  real  principles 
CH  vbich  that  conduct  was  founded,  by  remov- 
ing prejudices,  might  restore  the  Mntim en te which 
■he  United  Blatcs  have  ever  sought,  and  still  seek 
»»werve. 

In  taking  this  review,  it  was  obvious  that  a  mi- 
Ule  discussion  of  every  pRttiaular  fact  might 
Ueumber  the  examination  with  details  which 
prerious  explanations  had  rendered  unnecessary, 
aad  thoefore  it  was  confined  to  those  leading 
BMWnres  of  which  the  particular  eases  were  the 
■Wessary  result  Tbe  UDdersisued,  however,  de- 
wed, and  still  decUi«,  that  if  tbe  OoverameDt 


of  tbe  Uniied  Slates  has  given  just  cause  of  cnm- 
ptaint  to  that  ol  France,  in  any  case,  they  ate 
ready  to  consider,  and  to  compensate  tbe  injury. 
That  negotiation,  the  openiog  of  which  they  have 
for  nearly  six  months  unremiitiDglv  solicited  and 
patiently  atieuded,  would,  if  enterea  upon,  demon- 
strate the  sincerity  of  this  declaration. 

Still  animated  by  the  same  spirit  which  has 
dictated  all  their  efforts  lo  approach  this  Repub- 
lic, still  searching  to  remove  unfavorable  impres- 
sious,  by  a  candid  display  of  truihii,  and  a  frank 
;  manifestation  of  the  principles  which  have  really 
governed  tbe  United  States,  and  still  endeavoring 
.  iheieby  to  facilitate  the  restoration  of  harmony 
'  between  twonaiions  which  ought  to  be  the  friends 
of  each  other,  the  undersigned  will  lay  before  you 
the  result  of  their  reflections  on  your  letter  of  the 
38th  Venlose. 

Whatever  force  you  may  please  to  allow  to 
iheir  observations,  the  relative  siiuation  of  tlu 
two  Republics,  il  is  hoped,  will  not  fail  lo  con- 
vince you  that  ibey  proceed  from  tbe  most  per- 
fect conviction  of  their  justice.  You  contend, 
Citizen  Minister,  that  the  priority  of  complaint  is 
on  the  side  of  France,  ana  that  those  measurei^ 
which  have  so  injured  and  oppressed  the  people 
of  the  United  Stales,  have  been  produced  by  iha 
previous  conduct  of  their  Governmeni. 

To  this  the  undersigned  will  now  ouly  observe, 
ihai  if  France  can  justly  complain  of  any  act  of 
the  Governmeut  of  the  United  StaleK,  whether 
that  act  be  prior  oi  subsequent  to  the. wrongs  re- 
ceived by  loat  Government,  a  disposition  and  a 
wish  to  do  in  that  case  wbal  Justice  and  friend- 
ship may  require,  is  openly  avowed,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be  manifeslea. 

Your  complaints  against  the  United  States  may 
be  classed  under  three  heads: 

1st,  The  inexecuiion  of  their  treaties  with 
France. 

2dly.  The  Treaty  of  Amily,  Commerce,  and. 
NavigBlion,  formed  with  Great  Britain. 

3dly,  The  conduct  of  their  Government  since 
that  treaty. 

If  the  undersigned  shall  be  disappointed  in  their 
hope  to  convince  you  that  on  no  one  of  these 
points  can  their  Government  be  justly  inculpated, 
yel  ihey  persuade  themselves  that  the  demonatre- 
tion  of  the  good  faiih  and  upright  inteoiioa  with 
which  it  has  ever  acied,  will  be  complete  and  sat- 
isfactory. This  being  proved,  and  a  lender  ol 
compensation  for  any  uninientional  wrongs  be- 
ing made,  a  base  for  accommodation  is  offered, 
which  they  must  yet  hope  will  he  acceptable  to 
France. 

1st,  Tbe  inexecuiion  of  the  treaties  between 
the  Uaiied  Slates  and  France.  Under  this  head, 
you  complain,  first,  that,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  the  American  tribunals  have,  in  effect, 
pretended  to  Ihe  right  of  taking  cognizance  of  the 
validity  of  prizes  brought  into  the  ports  of  the 
United  States. 

2dly,  That,  against  the  textual  sense  of  Ihe 
treaty,  the  Oovernmeni  has  permitted  the  ships  of 
the  enemy  to  come  into  iheir  porta,  alter  baling 
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captured  property  or  vessels  beloDging  to  FreocU 
citizens. 

3dly,  That  it  has  ordered  the  arrest  ofa  national 
corveite,aDchored  in  the  port  of  Philadeipbla,and 
that  the  arrest&tioQ  has  extended  to  the  capiHin 
commaodaDt. 

4thlf,  The  rerusal  to  provide  the  means  la  ex- 
ecute the  GoDiiular  Convention. 

These  complaints  shall  be  considered  in  (be 
order  in  which  they  aie  [oade. 

Isi.  From  the  commencement  of  the  war  the 
American  tribunals  have,  in  eSect,  pretended  to 
the  right  of  taking  cognizance  of  the  validity  of 

Erizea  brought  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
y  French  cruisers. 
You  have  not  been  pleased  to  slate  a  case  in 
which  this  right  has  been  asserted,  and  the  under- 
signed are  persuaded  that  no  such  case  exists. 

Far  from  asserting  it,  the  Government  of  Ame- 
rica bas  expressly  disclaimed  it.  Mr.  Jefierson, 
the  then  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Morris  of  the  16th  of  August,  1793,  which  letter 
vaslaid  before  the  French  Qovernmenl.  declares 
"that  the  United  States  do  not  pretend  any  ri^ht 
10  try  the  validity  of  captures  made  on  the  Ai^A 
leat  by  France,  or  any  other  nation,  on  its  eu- 

"  These  questions  belong,  of  common  usage,  to 
the  Sovereign  of  the  captur,  and,  whenever  it  is 
necessary  to  determine  tnem,  resort  mnst  be  had 
to  his  courts.  This  is  the  cast  provided  for  in  the 
17th  article  of  the  treaty,  which  says,  tb&t  such 
prizes  shall  not  be  arrested,  nor  cognizance  taken 
of  the  validity  thereof;  a  siipulatioa  much  in- 
sisted on  by  Mr.  Oenei  and  the  Consuls,  and  which 
we  never  thought  of  infringing  or  questioning." 

Mr.  Randolph,  the  successor  of  Mr.  Jefferion, 
in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Fauchet  of  the  29ih  of  May, 
1795,  says :  ''  As  to  prizes  made  by  legal  cruisera 
on  the  hig-h  seat,  it  never  was  the  intention  of 
the  President  to  interpose,  he  having  abstained 
(as  the  I7ih  article  of  our  Treaty  of  Comui 
imports)  from  examining  into  their  lanfulnes: 

Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  letter  to  your  predecessor,  of 
the  16ih  of  March,  1796,  says:  "You  will  observe 
1  admit  the  principle,  if  a  prize  was  taken  upon 
the  high  seas,  and  by  a  privateer  fitted  out  within 
the  Republic  or  its  dominions  that,  in  such  < 
our  courts  have  no  right  to  take  cognizance  ( 
ralidity.  But  is  any  case  of  this  hind  allcf 
I  presume  none  is  or  can  be  shown." 

But  the  United  States  have  deemed  it  at 
dispensable  duly  to  prevent,  so  far  as  they  could 
prevent,  the  practice  of  hostility  against  nations 
with  whom  they  were  at  peace,  within  their  own 
limits,  or  by  privateers  fitted  out  in  their  own 
ports. 

For  the  reasoning  of  their  Oovemment  in  sup- 
port of  this  decision,  the  undersigned  will  agam 
refer  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jefferson  aireadyquoted. 

"Another  doctrine  advanced  by  Mr.  Genet  is, 
that  our  courts  can  take  no  cognizance  of  ques- 
tions, whether  vessels  held  by  them  as  prizes  are 
lawful  prizes  or  not ;  that  this  jurisdiction  belongs 
exclusiveiy  to  their  Consulates  here,  which  have 


been  lately  erected  bv  the  National  Assembly  Idio 
ipleie  Courts  of  Admiralty. 
Let  us  consider  first  what  is  the  eiteoi  of  tbe 
jurisdiction  which  the  Consulates  of  France  miy 
rightfully  exercise  here.    Every  nation  but,  m 
natural  right,  entirely  and  exclusively  all  the  ju-       | 
risdiciion  which  may  be  rightfully  exercised  m 
the  territory  it  occupies.    If  it  cedes  any  poriioo 
of  that  jurisdiction  to  judges  appointed  by  snolhet 
nation,  tbe  limits  of  their  power  must  depend 
upon  the  instrument  of  cession.     The  Uniied 
Slates  and  France  have,  by  their  Consular  Con- 
vention, given  muiually  to  the  Coasule  juri.'die- 
tton  in  certain  cases  especially  enumerated.    Bat     | 
that  Convention  j^i^es  to  neitner  the  power  ofea-     i 
tablishing  complete  Courts  of  Admiralty  within     | 
the  territory  of  the  other,  nor  even  of  deciding  the 
particular  question  of  prize  or   not  prize.    The 
Consulates  of  France,  then,  cannot  take  judicial 
cognizance  of  those  questions  here. 

^  Of  this  opinion  Mr.  Genet  was  when  be  wrott 
his  letter  of  MaySTth,  wherein  be  promises  to 
correct  the  error  of  the  Consul  at  Chartesloo,  of 
whom,  in  my  letter  of  the  15tb,  I  had  complained 
as  arrogating  to  himself  that  junsdiciion ;  though, 
in  his  subsequent  letters,  be  haa  thotightpropetto 
embark  in  the  errors  of  nis  Consuls. 

'■  The  real  (question  is.  whether  the  United  Siata 
have  not  a  right  lo  protect  vessels  within  their 
waters,  and  on  their  coasts.  The  Orange  «u 
taken  within  the  Delaware,  between  the  shoresof 
the  Jerseys  and  of  the  Delaware  State,  and  sereml 
miles  above  its  mouth.  The  seizing  of  her  wasa 
flagrant  violation  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  Oenet,  however,  instead  of  apolopi- 
ing,  takes  great  merit,  in  his  letters,  for  giving 

"  The  William  is  said  to  have  been  taken  with- 
in two  miles  of  ihe  shores  of  the  United  Stales. 
When  tbe  Admiralty  declined  cognizance  of  the 
case,  she  was  delivered  to  the  French  Caosul,M- 
cording  to  my  letter  of  June  25th,  to  bekeptuptil    j 
ihe  Executive  of  the  United  Stales  should  eismiDe     . 
into  the  case,  and  Mr.  Genet  was  desired,  by  my  let- 
ter of  Jone  S9th,  to  have  ihem  furnished  with  the    ; 
evidence,  on  behalf  of  [hecaptors,es  tothepUceof 
capture ;  yet,  to  this  day,  it  has  never  been  done. 
The  brig  Fanny  was  alleged  to  be  taken  wjihia    i 
five  miles  from  our  shore ;  the  Catherine  within    ^ 
two  miles  and  an  half,    li  is  an  essential  attribute 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  every  country  lo  preserve    1 
peace  and  punish  acts  in  breach  of  it,  and  to  re-    I 
store  property  taken  by  force  within  its  limits.    | 
Were  the  armed  vessel  of  any  nation  to  cut  awiy 
any  of  our  own  from  tbe  wharves  of  Philadelphia, 
and  to  choose  to  call  it  a  prize,  would  this  exclude 
us  from  the  right  of  redressing  the  wrong'?  Were 
it  the  vessel  of  another  nation,  are  we  not  eqasllf 
bound  tojrotect  it  while  within  our  limits?  Were 
it  seized  in  any  other  walera,  or  on  the  shorec  of 
tbe  United  States,  the  right  of  redressing  it  is  still 
the  samefand  humbled,  indeed.  woiJd  be  oar 
condiiion,  were  we  obliged  to  depend  for  ibil  M 
the  will  of  a  foreign  Consul,  or  on  any  negouatiM 
with  diplomatic  agents.     Accordingly,  ibis  right 
of  protectioa  within  ita  waters,  and  to  a  reasoM-    ^ 
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ble  disUmce  on  its  coBsrt,  hu  beeo  ackDowledged 
by  crerf  nitioo,  and  denied  to  none;  and,  if  ibe 
property  seized  be  yet  withia  tbeir  poner,  it  is 
ilieir  right  and  duty  to  redress  the  wrong  them- 

"  Fiance  herself  has  asserted  the  right  in  herself, 
ind  recoEiiised  it  in  m,  in  the  6ih  article  of  oar 
litatv,  nnere  we  mutually  stipulate  that  we  will. 
b^  aU  Ihemtatumowpoteer,  (not  by  negotiatioD,) 
protect  and  defend  each  other's  TesseU  and  etfects 
jn  our  ports  or  roads,  or  on  tliF  seas  near  our 
coDD  tries,  and  recover  and  restore  the  same  to  the 
righi  owners.  The  United  NetherUnda,  Prussia, 
and  Sweden,  have  recognised  it  also  in  treaties 
with  us;  and,  indeed,  it  is  a  standing  formule  in- 
serted in  almost  all  the  treaties  of  allnBiions,  and 
{HOTiDg  the  principle  to  be  acknowledged  by  all 

In  the  letter  of  Mr.  Randolph  to  Mr.  Pancbet, 
already  cited,  that  gentleman  resumes  this  sub- 
ject, and  Mr.  Faucnet,  in  answer,  says:  "The 
Admiralty  Courts  hare  alwav!<  ceded  to  the  en- 
treaties of  our  enemies  for  their  inierTention  in 
prize  causes  ;  in  truth,  frequently  and  almost  con- 
itaDtly,by  nsing  the  double  plea  of  which  yon 
spoke  to  me,  that  is  to  say,  hy  arguing  either  of 
seizure  within  the  jurisdiettoDallineof  the  United 
Slates,  or  of  armament  or  aogmentation  of  arma- 
ment of  the  capturing  vessels  in  theli  ports.  On 
ibis  subject,  sir,  you  request  me  to  specify  a  cir- 
eanutance  where  a  prize  was  arrested  which  did 
not  come  under  that  denomination,  and  you  take 
the  trouble  to  establish  that  they  have  a  right  to 
mierTene  in  every  case  that  can  oe  brought  under 
those  heads.  In  the  first  place,  sir.  I  never  have, 
at  least  to  my  recollection,  contested  the  right  of 
your  courts,  or  of  the  Ooveinment,  to  interfere 
in  DiRilerB  of  the  nature  of  those  you  men  lion." 

It  would  seem  to  be  incontestable,  that  the  prin- 
ciple asserted  by  the  United  Slates,  which  indeed 
is  an  unquestionable  principle,  has  been  admitted 
in  its  utmost  latitude  by  France.  It  is  believed 
that  in  the  execntion  of  ihis  principle,  the  Qov- 
ernment  and  tribunals  have  only  been  guided  by 
I  sense  of  duty  and  the  obligations  of  justice.  If 
in  any  case  that  can  be  selected,  wrong  has  unin- 
tentionally been  committed,  that  wrong  hasgrown 
ioeVLtably  out  of  the  situation  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  conduct  of  persons  they  have 
been  unable  to  control,  and  will  wiih  readiness  be 
corrected. 

Sdly .  That,  against  the  textual  sense  of  the  trea- 
ty, the  OoTernment  has  permitted  the  ships  of 
ine  enemy  to  come  into  their  ports,  afler  having 
captured  property  or  vessels  belonging  to  French 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  voa  have  not  been 
pleased  to  slate  some  particular  case,  if  the  case 
be  fonoded  on  a  fact,  which  haa  been  maaifested 
in  Ihis  permission  ;  or  if  it  be  founded  in  princi' 
pie,  the  precise  difference  between  ihe  cunsinic- 
tion  given  by  ihe  President  of  the  United  States 
to  the  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of  February, 
1778,  relative  la  this  subject,  and  thai  for  which 
you  may  coniead.  For  the  want  of  such  a  guide, 
the  undeisigned  may  diieoss  imnecessBry  points. 


without  giving  you  complete  satisfaction  on  thai 
which  in  your  mind  may  constitute  the  real  dif- 
ficulty. 

The  17tb  article  is  in  these  words :  "  It  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  ships  of  war  of  either  party  and 
privateersfreely  to  carry  whithersoever  they  please 
the  ships  and  goods  taken  from  their  enemies, 
withoul  being  obliged  to  pay  any  duty  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Admiralty  or  other  judges ;  nor  shall 
such  prizes  be  arrested  or  seized  when  thev  come 
to  or  enter  the  parts  of  either  party;  nor  snail  the 
searchers,  or  other  officers  of  those  places^  seareh 
the  same,  or  make  examination  concerning  the 
lawfulness  of  such  prizes ;  but  they  mayhoistiail 
at  anv  time  and  depart,  and  carry  their  prizes  to 
the  places  expressed  in  their  commissioas,  which 
the  commanders  of  luch  ships  of  war  eball  be  ob- 
liged to  show ;  on  the  contrary,  no  shelter  or  ref- 
uge  shall  be  given  in  their  porta  to  such  as  shall 
have  made  prize  of  the  subjects,  people,  or  proper- 
ly  of  either  of  the  parties ;  but  if  such  ahafl  come 
in,  being  forced  by  stress  of  weather  or  the  dan- 
gers of  the  lea,  all  proper  means  shall  be  vigor- 
ourly  used  that  (hey  go  out  and  retire  from  thence 
as  soon  as  possible."  Do  you  concend.  Citizen 
Minister,  that  this  article  ought  to  be  rigidly  con- 
Kirued  according  to  its  letter  1  If  yon  do,  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  ascertain  what  are  the  disa- 
bilities to  which  its  letter  really  subjects  the  rc^ 
sels  belonsing  to  the  enemies  of  France.  They 
are,  1st,  Thai  no  shelter  or  refuge  shall  be  given 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  Stales  to  the  shtpi  of 
war  or  privateers  belonging  to  the  enemy,  ahiek 
gkaU  have  made  prize  oT  toe  subjects,  people,  or 
property  of  France.  2dly.  That  if  such  ships  of 
war  or  privateers  shall  come  in,  being  farced  by 
stress  of  weather  or  the  danger  of  tne  seas,  aO 
proper  means  shall  be  vigorously  used  that  they 
go  out  and  retire  from  thence  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  tetter  of  the  article  does  not  exclude  gene- 
rally the  ships  of  war  belonging  to  the  enemy,  but 
those  only  vihich  Tiave  made  prize  of  the  subjects, 
people,  or  property  ofFrance.  That  the  vessel  shall 
have  made  a  prize  is  a  part  and  an  essential  part 
of  thede.scripiion.  Whether  the  vessel  be  or  be 
not  within  this  description  is  a  facl,  the  ascertaio- 
mtnl  of  which  must  precede  the  measures  to  be 
taken  in  consequence  of  that  fact.  When  the 
fact  vhaJl  have  been  ascertained,  the  letter  of  the 
article  denies  refuge  or  shelter  to  the  ship  of  war 
or  privaleet,  but  not  lo  the  prize  which  may  have 
been  made.  You  well  know,  Citizen  Minister, 
Ihat   if  the  letter  of  the  article 


adhered  to,  though  it  should  counleracl  those 
views.  The  situation  of  the  United  States  bound 
ihem  to  observe,  between  the  belligerent  Powers, 
an  exact  neutrality,  in  all  cases  where  their  pre- 
vioiia  treaties  had  not  stipulated  advantages  or 
imposed  disabilities. 

They  could  not  refuse  lo  one  belligerent  Power 
those  tights  of  ordinary  hospitality  which  were 
enjoyed  by  others,  which  the  common  usages  of 
nations  permit,  and  which  were  forbidden  by  bo 
particular  treaty.     Such  refusal  would  have  been 
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nunifestly  pariiil,  and  s  plain  deptirture  from  . 
Aai  neutral  positioD  in  which  the  UDited  Stales 
found  tliemselTes,  and  which  good  faith,  iote- 1 
grit^,  and  Ibeir  best  interests  impelled  theni  reli'  i 

S'ously  to  tnaiDtain.  Thus  circumstanced,  it  was 
e  duty  of  the  GoTernment  to  give  ill  true  coa-  ' 
■tructioD  to  a  treaty  graDling-  advaaiages  to  one 
of  the  belligerent  Powers,  and  impoEJog  disabili- 
ties oa  Booiher.  In  searchiog  for  thia  true  cod- 
•truction,  iti  best  judgroent  oug-ht  to  be  exercised, 
■nd  the  dictates  of  that  judgment  ought  to  be 
obeyed.  The  United  States  have  dooe  so.  They 
have  refused  shelter  in  their  pons  to  the  prizes 
mmde  oa  the  French  Kepablic,  or  to  the  ships  of 
war  belonging  la  ihe  enemy  and  accompanying 
■ueh  prizes. 

They  have  permitted  ships  of  war.  oot  bringiog 
pizes  with  them,  to  remain  in  their  ports,  with' 
out  instiruiing  tribunals  to  inquire  whether 


ahips  hare  at  any  time  captured  French  citizens 
or  French  property.  The  reasoning  on  which 
tikis  decision  was  founded,  and  which  appears  to 


the  undersigned  to  hare  been  conclusive,  will  not  j 
BOW  be  repeateif.  It  has  been  deta.i1ed  in  several  \ 
ktlerE  from  ihe  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
Btates  to  the  Minister  of  France  in  Philadelphia. 
The  undersized  will  on\y  observe,  that  the  con- 
atructioD  supposed  to  be  just,  and  for  that  reason 
uiaally  pat  upon  the  article,  is  believed  to  be 
more  favorable  than  the  literal  construclion  to 
the  iateretts  [>f  France. 

Ships  of  war  which  have  made  prizes  OD  this  Re- 
public, if  they  enter  the  ports  of  the  United  Stsiea 
without  such  prizes,  ought,  indeed,  under  Ihe  let- 
ter of  the  article,  to  be  ordered  to  depart  as  soon 
a>  the  fact  can  haTC  been  ascertained  ;  hut  the 
prizes  themselves  are  permitted  to  remain  in 
safely.  By  the  actual  construction,  a  ship  of 
war  entering  without  a  prize,  is  permilted  to  re- 
main, but  nil  shelter  is  reflised  to  a  ship  of  war 
which  is  accompanied  by  a  prize,  and  also  to  the 
prize  itself  It  would  seldom  ha[^n  that  a  ship 
of  war  not  driven  in  by  stress  of  weather^  or  the 
danger  of  the  seas,  would  wish  to  continue  in 
port  longer  than  the  time  which  would  unavoid- 
ably be  consumed  in  ascertain iugr  the  fact  of  her 
having  made  a  prize,  but  it  must  oAen  happen 
that  a  prize  now  excluded  from  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  would  find  shelter  in  them  if  the  I 
literal  construction  of  the  treaty  should  be  adopted. 
This  exposition  given  by  the  United  States  to 
this  article  was  made  known  in  1793— Prance 
has  never  signified  a  wish  that  the  literal  can- 
al ruction  throughout  should  be  pursued.  This 
strengthens  the  opinion  entertained  by  ihe  under- 
aianed,  that  the  rule  on  this  subject,  so  early  es- 
tablished by  the  American  Oovemraent,  is  con- 
sidered by  ihe  Republic  as  more  favorable  to  its 
interests,  than  a  rule  conforming  entirely  to  the 
letter  of  the  article. 

3dly.  "The  GovernmeDl  of  the  United  Stales 
baa  ordered  ihe  arrest  of  a  national  corvette*  an- 
chored in  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  ar- 
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has  been  extended  to  the  captAtn  cme- 

The  undersigned  beg  leave  to  slate  the  ease 
which  is  the  foundation  of  this  complaiaL  In  (he 
statement  itself  (hey  trust  will  be  found  a  com- 
plete justiGcRiioD  of  tbe  conduct  of  ihe  United 
States. 

The  Cassius,  under  thename  of ''  Les  Jumeaiu," 
was  titled  aud  armed '  for  a  vessel  of  vw  in  the 
port  of  Philadelphia,  in  violation  of  a  law  of  the 
United  States.  In  December,  1794,  having  es- 
caped from  the  port  to  desceod  the  river,  orders 
were  given  lo  ihe  militia  of  the  St&ie  of  Dela- 
ware to  intercept  her.  The  attempt  was  mad« 
and  failed.  The  crew  of  Les  Jomeaox,  which 
was  unexpectedly  found  to  be  very  numerous,  re- 
sisted the  officers  who  went  on  board,  manned 
(heir  cannon,  and  brought  them  to  bear  on  tbe 
cutter  in  which  the  militia,  about  forty  in  nuio- 
brr,  were  embarked.  Their  force  being  inade- 
quate to  the  enterprise,  they  retired  wiUi  an  in- 
lentioD  to  return  the  next  day  with  a  reinforce- 
ment. They  did  so,  bul  Les  Jumeauz  had  sailed 
and  gone  to  sea.  The  agent,  Mr.  Gataiet,  by 
whom  Les  Jumeauz  bad  been  fitted  out,  was 
tried  at  the  Circuit  Court  in  Philadelphia,  con- 
vicied  of  the  offence,  aod  received  seatence  (^ 
fine  and  imprisonment. 

Les  Jumeaux  proceeded  to  St.  Domingo ;  Sam- 
uel 6.  Davis,  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  there 
look  the  command  of  her,  with  a  coDomissioB 
from  the  French  Government.  Davis  probably 
sailed  from  Philadelphia  in  Les  Jumeaux,  ftir  the 
purpose  of  finally  taking  the  command  of  her. 
Her  name  was  now  changed  to  "LeCasaiua," 
and  on  a  cruise  she  took  a  schooner  called  the 
William  Lindsay,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Yard  and 
Ketland,  of  Philadelphia— Mr.  Ketland  having 
purchased  an  interest  in  h^  afler  her  aailiog. 
The  schooner  and  her  cargo  were  condemned  as 

Size  at  Si.  Domingo,  in  August,  1795,  Captain 
avis,  commanding  ihe  Casaids,  came  with  her 
to  Philadelphia;  she  was  immediately  knom. 
Mr.  Yard,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  an  indeinni- 
ficelion  for  the  loss  of  tlie  schooner  and  her  cargo, 
libelled  the  Cassius  in  the  District  CoarL,  and 
caused  the  captain  to  be  arrested.  Soon  after. 
the  Supreme  Court  being  in  senion.  Captain  Da- 
vis's counsel  applied  for  and  obtained  a  prohilu- 
tion  tu  the  District  Court  to  slop  its  proceediiqp, 
by  which  the  suits  both  against  tiim  and  Le  Cas- 
sius, were  defeated.  The  prohibition  was  granted 
ou  thiK  principle,  that  the  trial  of  prizes,  taken 
without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
carried  lo  places  within  the  jurisdiclioa  of  France 
for  adjudication,  by  French  vessels,  and  all  qaes- 
lions  incidental  to  it,  belong  exclnsively  to  the 
French  tribunals ;  and,  consequently,  that  its  ves- 
sels of  war  and  their  officers  are  noi  liable  to  pro- 
cess of  our  courts,  predicated  upcm  auch  cajKure 
and  suhiequentprocecding within  the jurisdK tion 
of  the  French  doveroment. 

Messrs.  Yard  and  Ketland  having  failed  to  ob- 
tain indemaification  in  this  mode,  procared  aew 
process,  on  the  information  of  BJr.  Ketland.  to  be 
issued  from  the  Circuit  Court,  by  which  Le  Caa- 
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siOR  was  attached  as  a  vessel  anned  and  equipped 
iss^pufwar,  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  with 
intent  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against 
natiooi  with  whom  the  United  States  were  at 
peace,  ia  vialtttioa  of  llie  act  of  Congress  prohibit- 
mg  such  armameoi.  Mr.  Adet  complained  thai 
the  process  was  taken  out  of  the  Circuit  Court, 
because,  as  he  alleged,  it  had  no  jurisdiction,  and 
that  it  would  be  attended  with  delay,  that  court 
tilting  but  twice  a  year;  whereas  the  District 
Court,  in  which  it  wan  mid  the  prosecution,  if  at 
ill  permitted,  should  have  been  commenced,  was 
alwars  open.  Gmtlemen  of  le^l  knowledge 
were  coDsvlted  on  the  point  of  jurisdiction  in  thin 
cue.  and  they  were  decided  in  (heir  opinion,  that 
die  Circuit  Court  had  jurisdiction,  and  exclu- 
liielr  of  th&  District  Court.  The  QuverDment  of 
the  United  States  had  no  psn  in  originating  this 
prosecution ;  and  the  District  Attorney,  in  ^alf 
of  the  United  States,  look  measures,  at  each  term 
of  the  Circuit  Court,  to  prepare  the  cause  for 
trial,  and  on  a  plea  calculated  to  defeat  the  prose- 
cution. At  length,  in  Octoher  term,  1796,  the 
cause  was  brought  toan^earine.  In  the  course 
of  ihe  argument,  the  question  of  jurisdiction  pre- 
MDted  itself.  The  court  adjourned  until  next 
day  to  consider  of  it:  and  the  following  morniog 
dismissed  the  suit. 

The  undersigned  may  be  permitted  to  ask,  whe- 
ther in  a  change  of  situatiouj  placing  France  pre- 
cisely in  the  circomaraoces  of  the  United  States, 
either  the  corvette  or  her  captain  would  harp 
—pedl 


escaped' 

4ihly.  The  refusal  to  proride  the 
cnie  the  Consular  Con 


1  of  the  14lh  No- 
Tember,  1788. 

As  you  have  not  selected  the  partieular  parts 
of  this  conYention  supposed  to  remain  unexecuted, 
the  undersigned  must  necessarily  consider  the 
more  definite  charges  heretofore  made  on  the 
anie  subject  as  being  adopted  by  you. 

Your  predecessor  in  office,  in  hit  letter  to  Mr. 
Honroc  of  the  19th  Veotose  4th  year  (9lh  March, 
17B6)  complains  Ist.  That  the  clause  granting  to 
French  Consult  the  right  of  judging  exclusively 
in  disputes  between  Prenchmea,  is  become  illu- 
K»T  for  the  w^ni  of  laws  giving  them  the  means 
tAbay'toti  their  decisions  exeented. 

2dly.  The  right  of  causing  mariners  who  de- 
WTt  to  he  arrested  is  rendered  ineffectual,  because 
the  Judges  charged  by  the  lavrs  with  issuing  the 
mandates  of  arrest  have  lately  reqnired  the  pre- 
sentation of  the  original  roll  of  the  c = 

tempt  of  the  5th  article  admitting, 

honals  of  both  Powers,  copies  certified  by  the 

Consul. 

It  is  then  understood  to  be  required, 

lu.  That  the  officers  of  the  United  States 
■hoflld  execute  the  jodsmenti  of  the  Consuls: 

My.  That  the  Jodges  of  the  United  States 
should  issue  mandates  of  arrest  against  persons 
cliai^  with  being  deserters,  without  a  view  * 
Ihe  origiaal  roll  of  the  crew. 

It  is  very  justly  obaerved  by  Mr.  Jefferson 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Monis,  which  has  been  already 


eited,  that  "  every  n 


n  has,  of  natural  right,  en- 


tirely and  exclusively,  all  the  jurisdictiou  which 
.y  ht!  ri^htfullv  exercised  in  the  territory  it  oc- 
cupies.    It   it  cedes  any  portion  of  that  jurisdic- 
tion  to  Judges  appointed  by  another  nation,  the 
limits  of  their  power  must  depend  upon  the  in- 
nent  of  cession."     The  parties  to  Ihe  conven- 
profess  its  object  to  be,  "  to  dc^ne  and  eslab- 
m  a  reciprocal  and  permanent  manner  the 
functions  and  privileges  of  Consuls  and   Vice 
Consuls." 
It  is  to  be  expected,  then,  as  well  as  from  the 
leotiou  of  the  convention  estahtiahiog  the  tri- 
bunal, as  from  the  nature  of  the  tribunal  itself^ 
which  is  a  foreign  court,  constituted  by  a  foreign 
authority,  governed  by  Ibreign  laws,  and  amena- 
ble foi  Its  conduct  to  a  foreign  Government,  that 
power  is  to  be  implied,  and  that  ii  possesses 
capacity  which  is  not  eipreisly  given  to  it. 
To  ascertain,  then,  the  precise  extent  of  theslipu- 
lation,  let  the  convention  itself  be  considered. 
The   first  point  rests  eiclosively  on  the  12th 
'licle,  which  is  in  these  words ;  ''  All  differences 
id  suits  between  the  subjects  of  His  Most  Chria- 
an  Majesty  in  the  United  States,  or  between  the 
lizens  of  the  United  States  within  the  domin- 
ns  of  the  Most  Christian  King,  and  particularly 
all  disputes  relative  to  the  wages  and  terms  of  en- 
gagemeet  of  the  crews  of  the  respective  vessels, 
and  all  differences,  of  whatever  nature  they  may 
be,  which  may  arise  between  the  privates  of  the 
said  crews,  or  between  any  of  them  and  their  cap- 
tains, or  between  the  captains  of  different  vessels 
of  their  nations,  shall  be  determined  by  the  respec- 
Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  either  by  a  refer- 
ence to  arbitrators,  or  by  a  summary  judgment, 
thout  costs.    No  officer  of  the  country, 
civil  or  military,  shall  interfere  therein,  or  take 
any  part  whatever  in  the  matter;  and  the  appeals 
from  the  said  Consular  sentences  shall  be  carried 
before   the  uibunals  of  France  or  of  the  United 
States  to  whom  it  may  appertain  to'  take  cog- 
nizance thereof." 

In  this  article  no  engagement  is  made  to  fur- 
nish the  means  of  executing  Consular  judgments. 
If,  therefore,  the  preceding  positions  be  jusi,  there 
is  an  end  of  the  question.  But  other  arguments 
present  themselves  in  support  of  the  construction 
contended  for  by  the  Unilid  States.  The  Con- 
sular authority  m  a  foreign  country  is  usually 
either  volunlary  or  enforced  by  the  laws  of  the 
nation  to  which  the  Consuls  belong,  and  which 
may  bind  their  own  citizens  or  subjects  under  pen- 
alties to  be  inflicted  on  their  rettu'n,  or  otherwise. 
Upon  ibis  idea  it  was  sufficient  to  stipulate  a  pei^ 
mission  of  the  jurisdiction  in  exclusion  of  the 
courts  of  the  country  ;  on  any  other  idea,  it  would 
have  been  necessary  to  have  stipulated  explicitly, 
and  perhaps  in  detail,  the  manner  in  which  it* 
sentences  should,  be  executed.  To  accede  to  the 
demands  of  France  would  be  to  erect  in  a  foreign 
country  complete  courts  of  justice  with  effectii^ 
process  to  compel  the  appearance  of  parties  and 
witnesses,  and  to  execute  their  decisions;  And  at 
the  transactions  in  commerce  could  not,  i 


nature  oi  things,  be  confined  to  foreigners  alone, 
the  citizcas  of  toe  country  must  often  be  aecca- 
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aary  witneBSM  to  those  traDsactions,  and  of  course 
Tendered  aineDsble  lo  this  foreii;n  jurisdiciioii  JQ 
tbeir  own  country;  whereas  the  jurisdiction  grant- 
ed by  the  article  in  only  of  French  Consuls  over 
Freuch  citizens  in  the  United  States,  and  recipro- 
cally of  American  Consuls  orer  the  citizens  of 
the  United  Slate;  in  France.  This  would  be  to 
extend,  by  implication,  the  authority  of  a  foreigner 
0»er  persons  not  c on teiii plated  by  the  treaty  as  sub- 
ject to  it.  The  article  declares,  too,  "that  no  officer 
of  the  countrv,  civil  or  military,  shall  interfere 
therein,  or  lake  any  part  in  the  roatter."  But 
sherifis,  marshals,  and  their  deputies,  or  any  other 
persons  appointed  by,  and  actine  under,  the  laws 
of  the  country,  are  "  officers  of  tlie  country,"  and 
consequently  cannot  aid  in  the  execution  of  Con- 
sular decisions,  because  they  are  espresiily  forbid- 
den "  to  interfere  therein  or  take  any  part  what- 
erer  in  the  matter." 

But  was  it  meant  that  the  laws  should  give 
Consuls  the  power  to  appoint  such  Executive  offi- 
cers of  their  own  nation  1  Should  it  be  conceded 
that  a  person  so  aopointed  could  not  be  considered 
>8  an  officer  of  tnat  nation  by  virtue  of,  and  ac- 
cording to,  whose  laws  he  held  his  office,  still  we 
find  no  sDch  thing  in  the  convention.  On  the 
contrary,  in  the  case  of  deserters  from  vessels, 
mentioned  in  the  9lh  article,  whom  the<Consuls 
are  authorized  to  cause  to  be  arrested,  they  are  ex- 

5 ressly  directed  to  apply  in  writing  to  the  "courts, 
udger,  and  officers,  competent"  to  make  the  ar- 
re8t»,  meaning  the  courts.  Judges,  and  officers  of 
the  country  where  the  Consuls  reside.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  if  power  could  be  given  to  Consuls  lo 
appoint  officern  to  execute  their  decisions,  these 
cnacers  must,  of  course,  have  their  fees  of  com- 

g:D>atioD,tobepaid  by  one  or  other  of  the  parties. 
ut  the  article  giving  the  jurisdiction  declares 
that  the  Consular  judgments  shall  be  "without 

The  second  complaint  is,  that  the  Judges  of  ihe 
United  States  have  required  the  exhibition  of  the 
original  roll  of  the  crew  as  the  testimony  which 
would  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  mandate,  to  ap' 
prebend  a  French  mariner  charged  as  a  deserter. 
The  right  to  require  these  mandates  is  founded 
entirely  on  the  9ih  article  of  the  Consular  Con- 
That  declares  "  that  the  Consuls  and  Vice  Con- 
aols  shall  address  themselves  to  the  courts,  Judges, 
and  officers  coinpetenE,  and  shall  demand  the  said 
deserters  in  wniing,  proving  by  an  exhibition  of 
the  registers  of  the  vessel,  or  ship's  roll,  that  those 
men  were  part  of  the  said  crews ;  and  on  this  de 
mand  so  proved  (saving,  however,  where  the  con- 
trary is  proved)  the  delivery  shall  not  be  refused." 
It  would  be  an  idle  waste  of  time  to  attempt  to 
prove  to  vou.  Citizen  Minister,  that  the  register  of 
the  vessel,  or  ship's  roll,  is  not  a  copy  of  that  jja- 
per,  or  that  a  copy  does  not  satisfy  a  law  which 
peremptorily  requires  the  exhibition  of  the  orici- 
utl.  Your  predecessor  has  thought  properto  refer 
to  the  5th  article  of  that  instrument ;  but  a  slight 
peruaal  of  that  article  will  convince  you.  Citizen 
Minister,  that  it  does  not  apply  to  the  case.  When 
the  Judges  of  the  United  States  determined  that 


the  mandate  of  arrest  could  not  be  issued  OQ  tlie 
exhibition  of  a  "copy  of  the  register  of  the  vessel 
or  ship's  roll,"  they  did  not  so  decide  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  eETect  to  the  system  of  the  Gover»- 
ment,  but  because  the  treaty  was  clearly  under- 
stood by  them  positively  to  require  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  original. 
The  undersigned  regret,  Citizen  Minister,  that 

Eour  researches  concerning  the  United  States 
Bve  not  extended  to  their  courts.  You  would 
have  perceived  and  admired  their  purity.  Yoa 
would  have  perceived  that  America  may  repose 
herself  securely  on  the  integrity  of  her  Judges, 
and  your  justice  wouidhavesparedtheinsinnatioDs 
concerning  them  which  have  closed  this  part  of 
your  letter. 

The  undersigned  will  now  consider  what  jpod 
have  stated  wiin  respect  to  the  Treaty  of  Amity, 
Commerce,  and  Navigation,  formed  with  Great 

You  complain,  Ciiiien  Miniiier,  in  very  strong 
terms,  of  the  deception  alleged  to  have  been  {H«e- 
tiaed  with  respect  to  the  objects  of  Mr.  Jay's  mis- 
sion to  London,  and  ajao  of  the  conlents  of  the 
treaty  which  that  mission  produced.  You  are 
pleased  to  observe  that  it  was  then  said  that  Mr- 
Jay  had  been  sent  to  London  only  to  negotiate 
arransements  relative  to  the  depredalioui  com- 
mitted on  the  American  commerce  by  the  eruisen 
of  Great  Britain. 

By  whomj  Citizen  Minister,  was  this  said  7  not 
by  tne  President  in  his  Message  to  the  Senat^ 
announcing  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Ja^  ;  nor  bf 
the  then  Secretary  of  State,  io  commaniCBiing  lo 
Mr.  Fauchet  the  subject  of  that  mission.  The 
documents  with  respect  to  this  assertion  have 
been  stated,  and  hare  been  fully  comnaeated  oo. 
It  has  been  fully  demonstrated  that  the  Amerieao 
Qoveroment  did  not  seize  this  occasion  to  prac- 
tise a  deception  so  unnecessary,  so  foreign  to  in 
well  known  character,  and  which  could  [nodaee 
only  mischief  to  itself.  As  you  have  in  no  de- 
gree weakened  the  testimony  which  is  relied  oa 
as  disproving  this  allegation,  or  produced  auv  sort 
of  evidence  in  support  of  it,  the  undersigned  ean- 
not  but  mingle  some  degree  of  surprise  with  the 
regrets  thev  feel  at  seeing  it  repeated,  accompa- 
nied with  tne  charge  of  that  "aissimulBtioiL'*of 
which  all  who  examine  well  the  conduct  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  Stales  will  so  readily 
pronounce  it  to  be  incapable.  You  also  crimiiwte 
the  secrecy  which  attended  this  negotiation.  To 
this  complaint,  when  formerly  insisted  on,  it  wis 
answered,  that  so  much  of  it  as  was  material  U 
this  Republic  was  immediately  communicated  to 
her  Minister ;  and  that  she  h:td  no  right  to  inquire 
further,  or  to  be  dissatisfied  that  other  objects 
were  not  disclosed ;  that  i>  is  not  the  practice  of 
France,  nor  of  any  other  naiioo,  lo  commnnicate 
to  others  the  particular  subjects  of  negoiiatioa 
which  may  be  contemplated;  and  that  no  natioi 
could  be  independent,  which  admitted  iiself  (o  be 
accountable  to  another,  for  the  manner  in  whick 
it  might  judge  proper  to  regulate  its  own  eoa- 
cerns.  on  points  in  which  that  other  was  not  in- 
terested ;  or  which  was  bound  to  give  preiioni 
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intimation  of  every  article,  which  might  be  iu- 
Mcted  JQ  a  treaty,  fonned  od  the  avowed  principle 
of  leaving  ia  tull  Torce  all  pre-existipg  eogage- 
meols.  This  reafoning  is  aoBtrered  only  by  term' 
ing  it  a  "sophiim,"  ''aa  iosidioas  subterfuge." 
May  nol  aoy  reaianiDg,  on  any  subject,  b«  an- 
swered \a  the  same  manner?  But  can  such  an 
answer  impair  its  force  1  Without  doubt,  Citizen 
Minister,  ibe  Government  of  the  United  States, 
when  it  inforined  Prance  that  the  negotialioos  of 
Mr.  Jay  would  not  in  any  respect  weaken  ita  en- 
ngemenls  to  this  Republic,  would  have  added, 
that  they  iiu^ht  eventually  extend  to  a  commer- 
tial  ireatjr,  if  it  had  been  supposed  that  the  omis- 
sion to  give  such  information  conid  really  be  con- 
sidered as  a  breach  of  legitimate  obligation,  or  ax 
u  tvidence  of  diminished  friendship.  The  infor- 
mation was  most  probably  not  given  because  it 
was  unusual,  aad  because  it  could  neither  be  con- 
lideied  as  jiroper,  as  neceisary,  or  as  material. 
The  undersigned  trust  that  the  painful  and  un- 
iTtiliDg  discussions  on  this  subject,  rendered  so 
unpieasant  by  the  manner  in  which  it  baa  been 
ueaied,  will  never  again  l)e  renewed- 

Passing  to  the  treaty  itself,  you  say  that  the 
unal)  majority  by  which  it  was  sanctioned  in  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  the  number  of  re- 
mciable  voices  raised  against  it  in  tbe  nation, 
wpose  honorably  in  favor  of  the  opinion  which 
ibe  French  Government  has  entertained  of  it. 
But  you  must  be  sensible.  Citizen  Minister,  that 
the  criterion,  by  which  you  afcartain  tbe  merits 
of  (be  instrument  in  question,  is  by  no  means  in- 
fillible,  nor  can  it  warrant  the  inference  you  dnw 
from  it.  In  a  Republic,  like  that  of  the  United 
Slates,  where  no  individual  fears  to  utter  what 
his  judgment  or  his  passions  may  dictate,  where 
sn  DDrestrained  press  conveys  alifte  to  the  public 
eye  the  labors  of  virtue  and  tbe  efforts  of  particu- 
lar interents,  no  subject  which  agitates  and  ioter- 
tsts  the  public  mind  can  unite  the  public  voice,  or 
entirely  escape  public  censure.  In  pursuit  of  the 
nine  object?  a  difference  of  opinion  will  arise,  in 
the  purest  minds,  from  the  different  manner  in 
which  those  objects  are  viewed :  and  there  are 
■ilnatiDns  in  which  a  variety  of  passions  com- 
bine to  silence  the  voice  of  reason,  and  to  betray 
the  soundest  judgments.  In  Buch  situations,  if 
ibe  merit  of  an  instrument  is  to  be  decided,  not 
by  itself,  but  by  the  approbation  or  disapprobation 
it  may  experience,  it  would  surely  be  a  safer  rule 
to  lake  as  a  guide  the  decision  of  a  majority,  how- 
ever Email  that  majority  may  be,  than  to  follow 
the  minority.  A  treaty,  too,  may  be  opposed  as 
injarious  to  the  United  Slates,  thonsh  it  should 
not  contain  a  single  clause  which  could  prejudice 
the  iaterests  of  France.  It  ought  not  to  lie  sup- 
pONd  that  a  treaty  would  for  that  reason  be  offen- 
■tve  10  this  Republic. 

Had  yoD  been  pleasM  to  state  any  objections  to 
'bis  iaitrnment  drawn  from  the  compact  itself,  the 
nDdenigned  would  have  given  to  those  objectious 
Ibe  most  serious  and  respectful  consideration. 
But  it  is  supposed  ihat  you  adopt,  without  adding 
1^.  the  complaints  made  by  your  predecessor  and 
<>r  Ur.  Adet,  when  you  otwerve  tluit  you  will  not 


repeat  what  they  have  said.  These  complainlc 
have  been  amply  discussed  in  the  memorial  the 
undersigned  had  the  honor  to  transmit  you,  bear- 
ing date  17th  of  JanuBTy.  It  is  believed  to  have 
been  demonstrated  that  the  stipulations  complain- 
ed of  do  not  in  the  most  remote  degree  wound  the 
interests  of  France,  affect  the  pre-existing  engage- 
ments of  the  United  Slates,  or  change  their  situa- 
tion in  relation  to  the  belligerent  Powers.  Such, 
inconteitably  was,  andis,theopinlonoflhe  Ameri- 
can Government,  and  in  this  opinion  only,  would 
the  treaty  have  been  agreed  to.  As  no  one  of  the 
rgumenls  which  haveat  various  times  been  urged 
>u  this  subject,  on  the  pan  of  the  United  States, 
las  ever  yet  been  noticed,  the  undersigned  deem 
unnecessary  any  attempt  to  re-urge  or  to  strength- 
en them.  You  say  that  you  will  content  yourself 
"with  observing,  summarily,  that  in  this  treaty 
everything  having  been  provided  to  turn  the  neu- 
trality of  tbe  United  States  to  tbe  disadvantage  of 
the  French  Republic,  and  to  the  advantage  of 
Borland;  that  the  Federal  Goversinent  having, 
in  Inis  act,  made  to  Great  Britain  concessions  the 
most  unheard  of,  the  most  incompatible  with  the 
interests  of  the  United  States,  and  the  most  dero- 
gatory from  the  alliance  which  existed  between 
the  said  Stales  and  the  French  Republic,  the  lat- 
ter was  perfectly  free  to  avail  itself  of  the  prrser- 
VBtory  means  with  which  it  was  furnished  by  the 
laws  of  nature  and  of  nations,  and  by  its  anterior 
treaty,  for  tbe  purpose  of  parrying  the  inconve- 
niences of  the  Treaty  of  London.  Such  are  the 
reasons  which  have  determined  the  arrets  of  the 
Directory  of  which  the  United  Slates  complain, 
as  well  as  the  conduct  ofi  ts  agents  in  the  Antil- 
les." But  you  have  not  shown  a  single  provision 
''  which  turns  tbe  neutrality  of  the  United  States 
to  the  disadvaoiage  of  tbe  French  Republic,  and 
to  the  advantage  of  England."  Y'ou  have  not 
shown  a  single  concession  "incompatible  with  the 
interests  of  the  United  States,"  or  "derogatory 
from  their  alliance  with  France." 

It  is  considered  as  having  been  demonstrated 
that  this  treaty  leaves  the  neutrality  of  the  United 
States,  with  respect  bot^  to  France  and  England, 
precisely  in  its  former  situation,  and  that  it  con- 
tains no  concessions  which  ate  either  unusual,  or 
derogatory  from  their  alliance  with  this  Republic, 
But,  if  in  forming  this  judgment  the  American 
Government  has  deceived  itself,  still  it  ought  to  be 
remembered  that  it  has  ever  manifeateda  readi- 
ness to  place  France  on  the  same  footing  of  Eng- 
land, with  respect  to  the  articles  complained  of. 

You  BUpposelbat  the  second  article  of  the  treaty 
between  France  and  the  United  States  jusliSes  the 
arrflts,  of  which  the  latter  Power  complains;  but 
that  article  only  entitles  either  of  tbe  contracting 
parties  to  a  participation  of  any  particular  favor 
in  respect  of  commerce  or  navigation,  which 
might  thereafter  be  granted  by  the  other  to  other 
nations,  on  allowing  the  same  compensation,  if 
the  concession  was  conditional.  It  has  never 
been  pretended  to  extend  to  preexisting  rightt 
held  and  exercised  under  ihe  law  of  oations,  and 
barely  recognised  by  any  subsequent  treaty,  U 
this  could  be  iosisleil  on,  still  it  was  shows  iocoD- 
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Mstably,  by  the  undersigned,  that  the  atrAt  parti- 
cntarly  complained  of,  so  far  as  it  professes  to 
fouDd  itself  OD  the  iieaty  with  Eaglimd,  greatlf 
traascends  that  treaty,  and  in  its  most  noxious 
BTticie,  thai  requiring  a  rfile  d'fiquipage,  has  no 
tdalion  10  it.  This  all-essential  circumstance 
jou  bare  not  been  pleased  to  notice;  and  it  is  with 
itiGnite  regret  the  undersigned  olMerve  that  the 
dikOussioDs  at  which  you  hint  are  to  be  limited  to 
the  abuses  of  the  principle  established  by  the  arrtt. 
and  not  extended  to  the  compatibility  of  the  priu' 
eiple  itself,  with  justice,  the  laws  of  nations,  or 
azisting  treaties. 

It  is  wellknown  that  sucb.adiecussioD, if  indeed 
the  undersigned  could  be  permitted  lo  enter  upon 
it,  would  avail  but  little,  since  the  vast  mass  of 
Aroericao  property  captured  by  the  cruisers,  and 
eondemited  by  the  courts  of  France,  has  been 
fbund  in  vessels  not  furnished  with  a  rOle  d'^ui- 

The  uadei3igned  have  been  minute  in  their  at' 
tenlioD  (o  every  syllable  you  have  uttered  ou  this 
interesting  subject,  because  Jt  has  been  often  con- 
sidered as  having  given  catise  of  just  irritation  to 
Prance,  and  they  are  sincerely  desirous  of  probing 
to  the  bottom  every  subject  which  may  have  as- 
sumed that  complexion.  Their  wish  is  unafiecied, 
to  give  to  every  complaint  its  real  value,  in  order 
thus  10  prepare  the  ivay  fur  accommodation,  by 
the  relinquishment  of  such  as  are  not  wellfonndea. 
and  the  admission  of  those  which  have  a  real 


The  third  head  of  y< 
conduct  of  the  Goveri 
since  their  treaty  with  Gngland. 

Yon  observe  that,  as  soon  as  the  treaty  in  ques- 
tion had  been  put  in  execution,  the  Oovernmenl  of 
the  United  States  seemed  lo  ihinlr  itself  dispensed 
from  the  observance  of  any  measures  towards  this 
Republic,  and  you  adduce  in  support  of  this  gen- 
eral observation; 

Ist.  The  refusal  to  permit  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  the  sale  of  prizes  tmide  by  French 

2dly.  The  invectives^ and  calumnies  against 
the  French  Government,  its  principles,  and  its 
Cheers,  contained  in  certain  journals  and  pamph- 
tets  poblished  in  ibe  United  States,  Ac. 

3dly.  The  Speech  of  the  President  to  Congress 
in  May  last. 

Isi.  The  Government  of  the  United  Stales  does 
not  permit  the  sale  in  their  ports  of  prizes  made 
upon  England  by  the  cruisers  of  France. 

The  fact  is  admitted.  To  erect  it  intoan  offence, 
it  becomes  necessary  to  prove  that  this  measure 
violates  either  the  engagements  or  the  neutrality 
of  the  United  States.  Neither  is  attempted.  To 
■how  that  it  violates  neither,  had  this  been  ren- 
dered necessary,  would  by  no  means  have  been 
deemed  an  ardnous  task.  It  will  now  only  briefly  be 
observed,  thatlhel7ih  article  of  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce of  the  6th  of  Fehniary,  17TB,  which  alone 
relates  to  this  subject,  so  far  from  stipulating  for 
Ibasaleofprjzesio  the  portsof  either  nation,  limits 
itself  to  a  declaration,  that  the  caplora  shall  have 
liberty  to  Iwing  them  into  port,  free  from  duties, 


arrests,  and  searches,  and  to  deparlwith  them  lathe 
places  expressed  in  their  commissions,  thereby  evi- 
dently contemplating  the  liten  existing  regulations 
of  this  nation.  France  has  manifested  ner  own 
opinion  on  this  subject,  in  her  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  of  the  2Slh  of  September.  1788..  The  16ib 
article  of  that  treaty  declares,  "that  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  foreign  cruisers  wbo  shall  not  be  the 
subjects  of  one  or  tbe  other  Crown,  and  who  shall 
have  a  commission  from  any  Prince  or  State,  ene- 
mies of  the  one  or  the  other,  to  arm  their  vessels 
in  the  ports  of  one  or  tbe  other  of  the  said  two 
kingdoms,  to  sell  there  vhat  they  thaU  haoe  takn, 
or  to  change  the  tame  in  any  marmer  lehateKr." 
In  a  war  with  England,  then,  France  being  neo- 
tral,  Che  cruisers  of  the  United  States  are  forbid- 
den to  sell  their  prizes  in  the  ports  of  this  Repub- 
lic. The  17th  article  of  the  treaty  of  February. 
1778,  heine  reciprocal,  France  has  pronounced  ha 
decision,  toat  it  does  not  give  her  cruisers  a  right 
to  sell  their  prizes  iu  the  ports  of  America.  If 
this  right  had  been  given  by  the  treaty  of  Febttt- 
ary,  1778,  that  between  the  United  States  and 
England  could  not  be  construed  to  impair  it. 
Nor  is  the  prohibition  a  departure  from  the  neu- 
trality of  the  United  States.  A  nation  lo  violate 
its  neutrality  must  manifest  a  partiality  for  one  of 
the  belligerent  Powers^  must  accord  favors  not 
stipulated  by  pre-existing  treaties  to  one,  which 
it  refuses  to  the  other.  This  is  not  even  alleged 
in  tbe  present  instance.  Far  from  permitting 
British  cruisers  to  sell,  in  the  United  Stales,  prizes 
they  have  made  on  the  French,  they  are  not  eves 
allowed  10  bring  them  into  port.  A  candid  con- 
sideration of  this  subject  will  prove  that  the  with- 
drawal of  a  favor,  the  grant  of  which  maniresMd 
so  strongly  the  aitachmenis  of  the  United  Slates, 
far  from  justifying  the  resentments  which  have 
been  expressed  in  consequence  of  ii,  can  oolj  be 
attributed  to  the  solicitude  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment to  render  perfectly  unexceptionable  its 
observance  of  that  neuiraliiy  which  it  f)rofesses  to 
maintain.  It  has  been  shown  unequivocally  to 
have  been  the  ofHoion  of  ibe  contracting  partiei 
that  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  of  the  6th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1778,  did  not  give  to  either,  being  nt  war. 
a  right  to  sell  its  prizes  in  the  ports  of  the  otha 
being  at  peace,  it  is  not  pretended  that  this  is 
one  of  the  rights  accruing,  without  a  special  sli- 
pulatioB,  under  the  laws  and  usages  of  nations. 

It  is  not,  then,  a  right  at  all.  If  granted,  it  is  a 
voluntary  favor.  But  a  voluntary  &vor  esa«nlial 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  if  granted  by  a  neu- 
tral to  one  belligerent  Power,  and  of  necessity 
refused  to  the  other,  affords  to  that  olher  at  leaal 
a  more  plausible  pretext  for  complaint  than  h» 
been  given  by  any  other  act  of  the  Governtaent 
of  the  United  Slates.  What,  in  such  a  situatioa. 
would  have  been  the  language  of  France?  Would 
this  Republic  permit  a  neuirai  nation,  not  boaod 
ibereto  by  any  obligation  whatever,  to  allow  ia 
its  ports,  as  a  voluntary  favor,  the  sale  of  prizes 
made  on  French  citizens,  while  the  same  favn 
was  of  necessity  denied  to  the  cruisers  of  Prance ! 

It  is  believed  that  suoh  a  use  of  neutrality  woold 
not  be  permitted,  and  the  undersigned  felicitate 
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ihfmi«lves  aod  ihtir  country  tbat  the  QoTern- 
meol  ihef  repm«al  has  DCTcr  intealioually  givEn 
to  this  R<^pubtie  any  canse  of  dis^ialiiraction,  as 
Serious  as  this  wnold  hnre  beeo.  Tou  will  not 
bjl  to  observe,  Citizen  Minister,  that  this  heavy 
KCti>alioD,  when  analyze,  is  nothiDg-  more  than 
the  r^ftiiBl  of  a  mere  favor  on  the  part  of  the 
American  Government,  the  siram  of  which  rnight 
have  been  dangeraoi  to  ilxelf,  might  hare  drawn 
it  from  that  neutral  station  which  it  is  its  duty  to 
observe,  and  which  favor  France  had  previoa&ly, 
ia  the  moat  eiphcit  terms,  declared  its  determtna- 
lion  not  to  ejvnt  ander  sjmilar  cireumstanees  to 
the  United  Blal«. 

3dly.  Yoursecondallegationis,  "ihatthejouraalH 
known  to  be  indirectly  nnder  the  cootrol  of  the 
Cabinet  have  redoubled  their  invectives  and  cal- 
pmnies  against  the  Republic,  its  mng^strates.  and 
its  envoys;  ftnd  that  pamphlets  openly  paid  for 
by  the  Minister  of  Qreat  Britain  have  reproduced, 
tinder  every  form,  those  insults  and  calumnies, 
without  having  ever  drawn  the  attention  of  the 
Government  to  a  state  of  things  so  scaodaloos, 
and  which  it  mi^ht  have  repressed." 

The  penin*  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  opin- 
ions of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  cannot  be 
overruled  by  those  who  administer  the  Oovern- 
meni.  Among  those  principles  deemed  sacred  in 
America;  arnong  those  sacred  right.*  considered 
as  forming  the  bnlwark  of  their  liberty,  which  the 
Government  eoniemplates  with  awful  reverence, 
and  would  approach  only  with  the  mo^t  cautions 
tircumspectioo.  there  is  no  one  of  which  the  im- 
portance is  more  deeply  impressed  on  the  poblic 
mind  than  the  liberty  of  tlie  press.  That  this 
.liberty  is  often  carried  to  excess,  (bat  it  has  sorae- 
times  degenerated  into  licentiousness,  is  seen  and 
laneated  ;  but  the  remedy  has  not  yet  been  dis- 
covered. Perhaps  it  Is  an  evil  inseparable  from 
the  good  with  which  it  is  allied;  perhaps  it  is  a 
shoot  which  cannot  be  stripped  from  the  stalk 
witboal  wounding  vitally  the  plant  from  which 
it  is  torn.  However  desirable  those  measures 
might  be  which  might  correct  without  enslaving 
the  press,  they  hate  never  yet  been  devised  in 
America.  No  regulations  exist  which  enable  the 
Governmeat  to  suppress  whatever  calumnie.'  and 
invectives  any  individual  may  choose  to  offer  to 
the  public  eye;  or  to  punish  such  calumnies  and 
iaveclives,  otherwise  than  by  a  legal  prosecution 
in  courts  which  are  alike  open  to  all  who  consi- 
der themselves  as  injured.  Without  doubt  this 
abuse  of  a  valuable  privilege  is  mailer  of  peculiar 
regret  when  it  is  extended  to  the  Government  of 
a  foreign  nation.  The  undersigned  are  persuaded 
it  never  has  been  xo  extended  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates. 
Discussions  respecting  the  conduct  of  foreign 
Powers,  especially  on  points  respecting  the  rights 
and  interests  of  America,  are  unavoidably  made 
in  a  nation  where  public  measures  are  the  results 
of  public  opinion;  and  certainly  do  not  furnish 
cause  of  reproach;  but  it  is  beKeved  that  calumny 
and  invective  have  never  been  substituted  for  the 
manly  reasoning  of  an  enlightened  and  injured 
people,  irithoDt  giving  pain  to  those  wbo  a«nin- 


ister  the  afl^irs  of  the  Union.  Certainly  this  of- 
fence, if  it  be  deemed  by  Franceofsnfficieni  mag- 
nitude to  be  worthy  of  notice,  has  not  been  coo- 
fined  to  this  Renublic.  It  has  be«n  still  more 
profusely  Invished  on  its  enemies,  and  han  even 
been  bestowed  with  an  Dnsporing  hand  on  the 
Federal  Government  itself  Nothing  can  be  more 
notorious  than  the  calumnies  and  invectives  with 
which  the  wisest  measures  and  the  most  virtuoua 
characters  of  the  United  States  have  been  pur- 
sQed  and  traduced.  It  is  a  calamity  incident  to 
the  nature  of  liberty,  and  which  can  produce  no 
serious  evil  to  Fiance.  It  is  a  calamity  occa- 
sioned neither  by  the  direct  nor  indirect  influence 
□f  the  American  Ghivemment.  In  fact  that  Oor- 
ernment  is  believed  to  exercise  no  influence  over 
any  press.  You  must  be  sensible,  Citizen  Min- 
ister, with  how  much  trnth  the  same  complaint 
might  be  urged  on  the  pert  of  the  United  States. 
You  roost  know  well  what  degrading  and  un- 
worthy calumnies  arainst  their  Qorernment,  its 
principles,  and  its  omcers,  have  beeii  published  to 
the  world  by  French  journalists  and  in  French 
pamphlets ;  that  Government  has  even  been 
charged  with  betraying  the  best  interests  of  the 
nation,  with  having  put  itself  under  the  guidance 
of,  nay  more,  with  having  sold  itself  to,  a  foreign 
Court.  But  these  calumnies,  atrocious  as  they 
are,  have  never  coDStiluted  a  subject  of  complaint 
against  France.  Had  not  other  caoses,  inflnitely 
more  .•erious  and  weighty,  interrupted  the  harmo- 
ny of  the  two  Republics,  it  would  still  have  re- 
mained unimpaired,  and  the  mission  of  the  under- 
signi-d  would  never  have  been  rendered  necessary. 
3dly.  You  complain  of  the  Speech  of  the  Pres- 
ident made  to  Congress  in  May  last.  It  denounces, 
you  say,  the  Executive  Directory,  as  searching  lo 
propagate  anarchy  and  division  in  the  United 
States.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
imposes  on  the  President  this  important  duty; 
"  He  shall  from  time  to  lime  eive  to  the  Congresi 
information  of  the  state  of  trie  Union."  It  bar- 
ing been  deemed  proper  to  recall  the  Minister 
from  the  United  States  to  this  Republic,  and  to 
replace  him  by  a  citizen,  the  objects  of  whose 
mission,  as  expressed  in  his  letters  of  credence, 
were  ''to  maintain  that  good  understanding  which, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  alliance,  had  sub- 
sisted between  the  two  Aalions;  and  to  efihce  un- 
favorable impressions,  banish  suspicions,  and  lo 
restore  that  cordiality  which  was  at  once  the  evi- 
dence and  pledge  of  a  friendly  onion."  The 
President  of  the  Directory  addressed  the  recalled 
Minister  in  the  following  terms:  "In  presenting 
to-dav  to  the  Executive  Directory  your  lettera  trt" 
recall,  you  give  to  Europe  a  strange  spectacle. 
France,  rich  in  her  liberty,  surrounded  with  the 
train  of  her  victories,  strong  in  the  esteem  of  her 
allies,  will  not  abase  hersdf  by  calcnlating  the 
consequences  of  the  condescension  of  the  Ameri- 
can Oovernmenl  to  the  suggestions  of  its  ancient 
tyrants.  The  French  Repulilic  hopes,  moreover, 
that  the  soccessors  of  Columbus,  Raleigh,  and 
Penn.  always  proud  of  their  liberty,  will  never 
forget  that  they  owe  it  to  France.  They  will 
weigh  Id  their  wisdom  the  magnaninKnii  good 
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will  of  Ihe  French  people  wilh  the  crafty  care&ses 
of  certain  perfidious  persons,  wlio  Taedilate  to 
briog  them  back  Eo  their  ancient  slavery.  Assure, 
Mr.  Mioiscer,  the  good  American  people  IbaC. 
like  them,  we  adore Tiberiy;  that  they  will  always 
hare  our  esteem,  and  that  they  will  find  in  the 
French  people  that  republicBH  generoaily  which 
knows  as  well  how  to  grant  peace  as  to  cau&e  its 
sovereignty  to  be  respected." 

The  change  of  a  Minister  is  an  ordinary  act 
for  which  no  Qoveroment  is  accountable  to  ano- 
ther, and  which  has  DO t  heretofore  been  "astrange 
spectacle"  in  FrancCj  or  in  any  other  part  of 
Europe.  It  appears  to  be  a  measure  not  of  itself 
calculated  lo  draw  on  the  Government  making 
such  change  the  strictures  or  the  resentments  of 
the  nation  to  which  the  Minister  is  deputed. 
Such  an  effect,  produced  by  so  inadequate  a  cause, 
could  not  fail  to  command  attention,  while  it  ex- 
cited surprise. 

This  official  speech,  addressed  by  the  Goreni- 
ment  of  France  to  that  of  Ihe  United  States, 
through  its  Minister,  charges  that  GoTernment 
with  condescensions  to  the  auegestions  of  its  an- 
cient i)(ran(s,  speaks  of  the  cralty  caresses  of  cer- 
tain perfidious  persons  who  meditate  to  brins 
back  the  successors  of  Columbus,  Raleigh,  and 
Pean,  to  their  ancient  slavery,  and  desires  the 
Minister  to  assure,  not  his  GoventmeiU,  but  the 
good  people  of  America,  that  they  will  always 
have  the  esteem  of  France,  and  that  they  will  find 
in  the  French  people  that  republican  generosity 
which  knows  as  well  how  to  grant  peHce  as  to 
cause  its  sovereignty  to  be  respected. 

That  a  Minister  should  carry  any  assurances 
from  ■  foreign  GoTernment  to  the  people  of  his 
nation  is  as  remarkable  as  the  difference  between 
the  manner  in  which  his  Gorernment  and  his  peo- 
ple are  addressed.  His  Government  are  charged 
with  condescension  to  the  susgestioni  of  the  an- 
cient tyrants  of  his  country,  out  the  people  are 
considered  OS  loving  liberty,  and  they  are  to  ba  as- 
sured of  the  perpetual  esteem  of  France.  This 
esteem  they  are  to  weigh  against  the  crafiy  ca- 
resses of  those  perfidious  persons  who  mediate  to 
htua  them  back  to  their  former  slavery. 

When  this  Speech,  thus  addressed  directly  to 
the  Oovernment  and  people  of  the  United  Siates,in 
the  face  of  Europe  and  the  world,  came  lo  be  con- 
sidered in  connexiaii  wilh  other  measures;  when 
it  came  to  be  considered  in  connexion  with  the 
wide  spreading  devastation  to  which  their  com- 
merce was  subjected,  wilh  the  cruel  severities 
Eractised  on  their  seamen,  with  the  recall  of  the 
linister  of  France  from  ihe  United  Stales,  and 
the  very  extraordinary  manner  in  which  that  recall 
was  signified  by  him  both  to  the  Government  and 
people,  with  the  refusal  even  to  hear  the  messen- 
ger of  peace,  deputed  from  the  United  Stales  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  conciliation,  it  could  not  fail  to 
make  on  Ihe  American  mind  a  deep  and  serious 
impression.  It  was  considered  as  a  fact  loo  im- 
portant to  be  held  from  Congress,  by  that  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  which  is  charged  wilh 
the  duties  of  maintaining  its  intercourse  with  for- 
eign nations,  and  of  i       ' 
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the  Legislature  of  the  Union.  The  PresideaL 
therefore,  did  communicate  it  iu  the  following 
words:  "With  this  conduct  of  the  French  Qov- 
ernmeot,  it  will  he  proper  to  take  inio  view  ibe 

Eiiblic  audience  given  lo  the  late  Minister  of  ihe 
nited  States  on  his  taking  leave  of  ibe  Bxecth 
live  Directory.  The  Speech  of  ihe  President  dis- 
closes sentiments  more  alarming  than  the  refunl 
of  a  Minister,  because  more  dangerous  lo  our  in- 
dependence and  union,  and  at  the  same  time  stu- 
diously marked  with  indignities  towards  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Slates.  It  evinces  a  di> 
position  to  separate  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates  from  the  Government ;  to  persuade  them 
that  they  have  different  affections,  principles,  and 
interests,  from  ihose  of  their  fellow-citizens,  whom 
ihey  themselves  have  chosen  to  manage  their 
common  concern.^,  and  ibus  to  produce  divisions 
fatal  to  our  peace.     Such  attempts  oueht  lo  bere- 

KUed  with  a  decision  which  shau  convince 
'ance  and  the  world,  that  we  are  not  a  degraded 
people,  humiliated  under  a  colonial  spirit  a(  fear 
and  sense  of  inferiority,  fitted  lo  he  the  miserable 
instruments  of  foreign  influence,  and  regardless  of 
national  honor,  character,  and  inlereei. 


,  had  been  possiUe 
to  conceal  them ;  but  they  have  passed  on  the 
great  theatre  of  the  world,  in  the  face  of  all  En- 
rope  and  America,  and  with  such  circnmsiances 
of  publicity  and  solemnity,  that  they  cannot  be  dis- 
guised, and  will  not  be  soon  forgotten ;  they  hare 
inflicted  a  wound  in  tbeAmerican  breast.  Ii  ismy 
sincere  desire,  however,  that  it  may  be   healed." 

It  is  hoped  that  this  communication  will  be 
viewed  in  us  true  light ;  that  it  will  no  longer  be 
considered  as  a  denunciation  of  the  Executive 
Directory,  but  as  the  statement  of  an  all-importam 
fact  by  one  department  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment to  another,  the  making  of  which  was  enjoin- 
ed by  the  duties  of  the  highest  obligation. 

The  undersigned  have  now,  Citizen  Minister, 
passed  through  thecom  plaints  you  urge  against  the 
Government  of  ttie  United  Slates.  They  have 
endeavored  to  consider  those  complaints  impar- 
tially, and  to  weigh  them  in  the  scales  of  Justice 
and  of  truth.  If  any  of  them  be  well  founded. 
France  herself  could  not  demand  more  readily 
than  America  would  make  reparation  for  the  in- 
jury sustained.  The  President  of  the  United 
Slates  has  said,  "If  we  have  committed  errors, 
and  these  can  be  demonstrated,  we  shall  be  will- 
ing to  correct  them;  if  we  have  done  injuries, 
we  shall  be  willing,  on  conviction,  to  redress 
them."  These  dispositions  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  have  been  felt  in  all  iheir  force  by 
the  undersigned,  and  have  constantly  regulated 
iheir  conduct. 

The  undersigned  will  notresnme.  Citizen  Mio- 
ister.'the  painful  task  of  re-urging  the  multiplied 
injuries  which  have  been  accumulated  on  tbeii 
country,  and  which  have  been  in  some  decree  de- 
tailed in  their  memorial  of  the  17th  January  last. 
They  cannot,  however,  decline  to  remonstrate 
against  a  measure  which  baa  been  announeed 
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met  [hat  dale.  The  Legislatiie  Councils  of  the 
Piench  Republic  hare  decreed  ihit, 

^Ist.  The  condition  of  Mps,  in  every  tbiag 
which  concerns  their  character  as  neuiraU  or  ene- 
mies, shall  be  determined  by  theii  cargo ;  conse- 
qoeocly.  every  vessel  found  at  sea,  laden  in  whole 
or  in  part  with  nierchandise  comins  out  of  Eog- 
Uad,  or  its  possessions,  shall  be  declared  good 
prize,  whoever  may  be  theproprieluisofsuchcom- 
modiiiea  or  merchandise. 

"  2dly.  No  foreign  vessel,  which  in  the  course  of 
iu  vovage  shall  have  entered  into  an  English  port, 
thall  De  admitted  into  any  port  of  the  French  Re- 
public, but  in  the  case  of  necessity  ;  in  which  case, 
tutb  vessel  shall  be  obliged  to  depart  from  such 
pori  so  soon   us  the   cause  of  eulry  shall   hare 

This  decree  too  deeply  afiectsthe  interests  of  the 
United  States  to  remain  unattended  to  by  their 
MiDisters,  They  pray  you,  therefore,  Citizen  Min- 
iiiei,  to  receive  Iheir  respectful  representations 
eoacerniug  it. 

The  object  of  the  decree  is,  to  cut  off  all  direct 
intercourse  between  neutrals  and  Qreat  Britain, 
or  its  possessions,  and  to  prevent  the  acquisition, 
even  by  circuitous  commerce,  of  those  articles 
which  come  from  England  or  its  dominioDs. 

The  right  of  one  nation  to  exchange  with  ano- 
ther the  surplus  produce  of  its  labor,  for  those  ar- 
ticles which  may  supply  its  wants  or  admioister 
to  its  comfort  is  too  esiieniial  to  have  been  ever 
cUsed  among  those  adcaiited  to  be  in  any  degree 


doahtrul.     It  is  a  right  iu  ceding  which 
:he  priviWe  of  regulating  its 
lcres[s,and  providing  for  its  own  welfare.    When 


would  cede  the  prii 


nj  iwo  nations  shafl  choose  to  make  war  un  each 
other,  they  have  never  been  considered^  nor  can 
I  bey  be  considered  as  thereby  authorizing  them- 
Klrei  to  impair  the  essential  rights'  of  those  who 
ma;  choose  to  remain  at  peace.  Consequently, 
ibeie  rights,  the  free  exercise  of  which  is  essen- 
tial Id  its  interests  and  welfare,  must  be  retained 
by  a  neutral  Power,  whatever  nations  may  be  in- 
folved  in  a  war. 

The  right  of  a  belligerent  to  restrain  a  neutral 
ftom  assisting  his  enemy  by  supplying  him  with 
those  articles  which  are  defined  as  canlraband,  has 
been  universally  submitted  to ;  but  to  cut  off  all 
intercourse  between  neutrals  and  an  enemy ;  to 
declare  that  any  single  article  which  may  have 
come  from  possessions  of  an  enemy,  whoever  may 
he  i(&  owner,  shall  of  itself  he  sufficient  to  con- 
demu  both  vessel  and  cargo,  is  to  exercise  a  con- 
tri>l  aver  the  conduct  of  neutrali,  which  war  can 
uerer  §ive,  and  which  is  alike  incompatible  with 
their  dignity  and  their  welfare. 

The  rights  of  belligerents  are  the  same.  If  this 
loigbt  be  exercised  by  one,  so  might  it  be  exer- 
1^1^  by  every  other.  If  it  might  be  exercised  in 
the  pKaeat,  so  il  might  be  exercised  in  every 
ratare  war.  This  decree  is,  therefore,  on  the  |)ari 
"i  France,  the  practical  assertion  of  a  principle 
*hich  would  destroy alldirect  or  circuitous  com- 
merce between  belligerent  and  neutral  Powers, 
which  would  often  interrupt  the  business  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  world,  and  withdraw  or  change 


it  of  a  very  considerable  portion  of 


the  employ  m 
the  human  race. 

Tbis  is  not  all.  It  is  the  exercise  of  a  power 
which  war  is  not  admitted  to  give,  acd  which, 
therefore,  may  be  assumed  in  peace  as  well  as  war. 

It  essentially  afitcts  the  iniernal  economy  of 
nations,  and  deranges  that  course  of  industry  . 
which  they  have  a  right  to  pursue,  and  on  whicB 
their  prosperity  depends. 

To  acquiesce,  therefore,  in  the  existing  state  of 
things,  under  a  principle  so  extensive  and  so  per- 
nicious, is  to  establish  a  precedent  for  national 
degradation  which  can  never  cease  (o  apply,  and 
which  will  authorize  any  measures  which  power 
may  be  disposed  to  practice. 

France,  tnerefore,  will  perceive  that  neutral  Qov- 
ernments,  whatever  may  be  their  disposition  to- 
wards this  Republic,  are  impelled  by  duties  of  the 
hishcsi  obligation,  to  remonstrate  against  a  decretL 
woich  at  the  same  time  invades  their  interests  and 
their  independence,  which  lakes  from  them  the 
profits  of  an  honest  and  lawful  industry,  as  well  as 
the  inestimable  privilese  of  conducting  their  own 
affairs  as  their  own  judgments  may  direct. 

Iiisboped  that  the  remonsirancesof  the  United 
Stales  on  this  subject  will  derive  additional  force 
from  their  subsbtiog  engagements  with  France, 
and  from  a  situation  peculiar  to  themselves. 

Thetweoty-thirdarticleof  the  Trealv  of  Amity 
and  Commerce,  of  the  6tb  of  Febrnary,'l778,  is  in 
these  words:  "It  shall  be  lawful  for  all  and  singular 
the  subjects  of  the  Most  Christian  King,  ana  the 
citizens,  people,  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United 
States,  to  sail  with  their  ships,  with  all  man  tier  <^ 
liberty  and  security,  no  distinction  being  made 
who  are  the  proprietors  of  the  merchandises  laden 
thereon,  from  any  port  to  the  places  of  those  who 
now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  at  enmity  with  the 
Most  Christian  King  or  the  United  Stales.  It 
shall  likewise  be  lawful  for  the  subjects  and  inhab- 
tanis  aforesaid,  to  sail  with  the  ships  and  merchan- 
dises aforementioned,  and  to  trade  with  the  same 
liberty  and  security  from  the  places,  porta,  and 
havens,  of  those  who  are  enemies  of  both  or  either 
party,withuuiany  opposition  or  disturbance  what- 
soever, not  only  directly  from  the  places  of  the 
enemy  beforementioned,  to  neutral  places,  but  also 
from  one  place,  belonging  to  an  enemy,  to  ano- 
ther place  oelonging  to  an  enemy,  whether  they 
be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same  Prince,  or 
under  several.  Aod  it  is  hereby  stipulated,  that 
free  ships  shall  also  sive  a  freedom  to  goods,  and 
that  everj^tbiog  shall  be  deemed  to  be  free  and  ex- 
empt, which  shall  be  found  on  board  the  ships  be- 
longing to  the  subjectsof  either  of  the  confederates^ 
although  the  whole  lading,  or  any  part  thereof, 
should  appertain  tu  the  enemies  of  eiiner — conlm- 
band  goods  being  always  excepted.  It  is  also 
agreed,  in  like  manner,  that  the  same  liberty  be 
extended  lopersons  who  are  on  board  a  free  ship, 
with  this  eflect,  that,  although  they  be  enemies  to 
both  or  either  party,  they  are  not  to  be  taken  out 
of  that  free  ship,  unless  they  are  soldiers,  and  in 
actual  service  of  the  enemy. 

The  two  nations,  contemplaiing  and  ptovidii>g 
for  thecase  when  one  may  beat  war,  and  the  other 
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M  peace,  solemoly  stipulate  and  pledge  IbemielTcs 
to  each  other,  ibal,  in  such  an  erenl,  ihe  subjects 
or  citizens  of  the  parly  at  pence  may  freely  trade 
with  the  enemy  of  the  other,  may  freely  sail 
with  their  ships,  in  all  manner  nfsecurity,  to  and 
from  any  port  or  place  belonging  to  such  enemy. 
Not  only  goods  coming  from  the  hosrile  territory, 
but  the  rerv  goods  of  tbe  enemy  himself  may  be 
carried  wilD  safety  in  the  vessels  of  either  of  the 
conlracline  parties. 

You  will  perceive,  Cirizen  Minister,  without  re- 
qairine  the  underaigoed  to  execDle  the  painful 
task  of  drawing  the  contrast,  bow  openly  and  en- 
tirely ihe  decree  of  the  councils  opposes  iiaelf  to  the 
treaty  between  France  and  United  States. 

la  addition  to  the  hitherto  unceded  rights  of  a 

lovereign  and  iodependi    '  

to  the  right  stipu'-'--"  ^■ 

will  respectfully  .     .  _    

lag  Out  of  tbe  peculiar  situation  of  the  Ucited 
States,  manifeHliDg  tbe  particular  hardships  the 
decree  complained  of  must  impose  on  them. 

In  possession  of  a  rich,  ei  ten  sire,  and  unsettled 
country,  the  labor  of  the  United  Stales  is  not  yet 
sufficient  for  the  full  cultivation  of  its  soil,  and, 
consequently,  but  a  very  small  portion  of  ft  can 
have  been  applied  to  manufactures.  Articles  of  the 
first  necessity  and  comfort  are  imported,  in  ex- 
change for  provisions  and  for  the  raw  materials 
whicQ  are  the  growth  of  the  country,  and  which 
its  inhabiiaatsare  acustomed  to  raise. 

It  isat  any  time  extremely  difficult,  nor  la  it  prac- 
ticable 'without  great  loss,  to  change  suddenly  the 
habits  of  a  whole  people,  and  that  course  of  indus- 
try in  which  their  population  and  their  real  inter' 
cats  have  engaged  them.  An  agricultund  cannot 
suddenly,  and  at  will,  become  a  manufacturing 
people — the  United  Stales  cannot  instantaneously, 
on  the  mere  passing  of  a  decree,  transfer  to  the 
nuoufaeiurer  of  articles  heretofore  imported  such 
a  portion  of  their  labor  as  will,  at  the  same  time, 
furnish  a  market  for  the  surplus  commodities,  and 
a  supply  far  the  wants  of  the  cultivator  of  thesoiL 
It  is,  therefore,  scarcely  possible  for  them  to  sur- 
render their  foreign  commerce. 

Independent  of  ihe  right  they  possess,  in  com- 
mon with  olhers.  to  search  for  and  choose  the  besl 
markets,  it  is  believed  that  the  supplies  they  need 
could  with  difficulty,  in  the  actual  slate  of  the 
world,  be  completely  furnished,  without  the  aid 
of  England  and  its  possessions.  It  is  not  pre- 
tended that  France  manufactures,  at  present,  for 
foreign  consumption,  nor  do  the  undersigned  sup- 
pose that  there  exists  a  market  where  the  citizens 
of  (he  United  Stales  can  obtain  in  exchange  the 
articles  they  need  and  are  accustomed  to  consume, 
if  those  coming  out  of  England  end  its  possessions 
be  entirely  excluded.  A  variety  of  oiher  consid- 
erations, and  especially  the  difficulties  individuals 
must  encounter  in  suddenly  breaking  old  and 
forming  new  connexions,  in  forcing  all  their  com- 
merce into  channels  not  yet  welt  explored,  in  tra- 
ding without  a  sufficient  capital  to  countries  where 
they  have  no  credit,  combine  to  render  almost  im- 
ponible  an  immediate  diaKolution  of  commercial 


intercourse  between  the  United  States  asd  Great 
Britain. 

If.  then,  the  decree  complained  of  shall  be  exe- 
cuted on  American  vesssels,  it  can  only  increase 
grievances  already  but  too  considerable,  and  irans- 
ter  Ihe  carriage  of  BioB^ish  manufactures,  for 
American  consumption,  from  their  owq  to  British 
bottoms,  sailing  under  the  protection  of  a  convoy. 
Instead  of  wounding  England,  it  will  probably  ag- 
grandize its  marine,  by  sacrificing  the  reouiaiit  of 
that  of  the  United  States,  and  by  destroying  that 
system  of  policy  by  which  they  have  beretofoie 
sought  to  give  their  own  vessels  that  portion  of 
their  own  carrying  trade,  which  would  otberwise 
be  enjoyed  by  British  merchants. 

You  have  made  some  general  animadversioDi 
on  the  Oovernment  of  the  United  States,  which 
Ihe  underaigued  feel  themselves  bonad  briefly  to 

You  have  charged  that  Goremment  with  giving 
instructions  not  in  tbe  sincere  intention  of  arriv- 
ing at  pacific  results,  and  yet  the  imderaigned 
have  offered  lo  change  those  clauses  in  the  treaty 
ofl778  which  have  b^meioconvenientlo  France^ 
and  to  repair  any  injuries  which  may  bnve  been 
committed. 

You  have  charged  that  QovernmeDt  with  omit- 
ting nothing  to  prolong  and  augment  the  misun- 
derstanding between  Ifae  two  Republics;  but  does 
not  the  fact  that  the  undersigned  are  now  in  Pari* 
furnish  persua.iive  evidence  to  the  conimry  1 

You  have  charged  it  with  searching  to  justify, 
bydeceilfulappearacces,  the  prejudices  with  which 
it  surrounds  at  pleasure  the  name  of  the  Republic, 
and  the  system  of  exasperation  and  separation  pur- 
sued in  tbis  respect  With  the  strangest  obstinacy. 
But  has  not  this  Republic,  in  lerma  the  most 
cordial,  been  ^gain  and  again  entreated  to  enter  into 
a  candid  investigation  of  the  mutual  complaioB 
of  the  two  nations?  Have  not  these  enireatiea 
been  no  noticed,  whilst  the  .Minister:  deputed  to 
make  them  have  remained  unaccredited  7 

You  have  charged  with  wishing  to  s«xe  tbe 
first  favorable  occasion  for  consummatiag  an  inti- 
maie  union  with  a  Power,  towards  whicn  a  devo- 
tion and  partiality  are  professed  which  have  long 
constituted  the  principle  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Federal  Gbverameni;  but  whilst  no  devotion  or 
pariialiiy  has  been  expressed  for  any  nation  exceiK 
France,  nave  not  the  United  States  made,  and  are 
they  not  still  making,  the  mast  extraordinary  efforB 
lo  restore  Ihe  broken  relations  between  t&e  two 
Republics? 

In  a  letter  discussing  the  important  interests  tA 
two  great  nations,  the  undersigned  are  unwillin); 
to  introduce  what  relates  personally  lo  themselves. 

This  unwished  for  tasK  has  been  rendered  a 
duly,  by  ascribing  to  them  opinioos  and  relatiotn 
which  exist  in  imagination  only, and  byaddueing 
those  supposed  opinions  and  relations  as  proon 
of  an  indisposition,  on  Ihe  part  of  the  Goven- 
ment  which  has  deputed  them,  towards  thai  ae- 
commodatioD  which  has  been  sought  so  unremit- 
tingly though  all  thoFe  difficulties  and  impedi- 
inenis  with  which  ihe  pursuit  has  been  emb■^ 
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You  are  pleased  to  add,  that  ^ese  intentioDs 
(re  so  litlle  disguised  "  that  nothing  seems  to  hare 
been  neglected  at  Pbilad^lpfaia,  lo  manifest  them  i 
to  eTerf  eye.  It  is  probably  with  this  view  that 
it  has  been  judged  proper  to  send  to  the  French 
Republic  persotts  whose  opinioos  and  relations 
uetoo  well  knowD  to  hope  from  them  dispositions 
sincerely  conciliatory." 

The  opiDions  and  relations  of  the  uodenigned  I 
are  purefy  American,  aomixed  with  any  particle 
of  foreign  lint.  I 

ir  tbey  possess  a  quality  on  which  they  pride  ' 
Ihemsetres,  it  is  an  attachment  to  the  happiness 
and  welfare  of  their  country;  if  they  could  at  will 
select  the  means  of  manifesting  that  aitachmeni. 
it  would  be  by  effecting  a  sincere  and  real  aecom- 
modaiioD  between  Freuce  and  the  United  States, 


li  requires  no  assurance  lo  convince,  that  erery 
letl  American  must  wish  sincerely  (o  extricate 
bii  country  from  the  ills  it  auffeis,  and  from  the 
neater  ills  with  which  it  is  threatened ;  bnt  all  who 
lore  lib«'tf  must  admit  that  it  doea  uol  exist  in  a 
nation  which  canaol  exercise  the  right  of  inain- 
taiDingiiE  neutrality.  If  " opiDioas and  relations," 
such  as  these,  are  incompaiiole  with  ''  dispositioDs 
siDcerely  coDCilialory,"  then  indeed  has  the  Fed- 
eral Cbrcrnment  chosen  unSt  '     '  .    •       . 

"c; 

led  States,  under  analogius  eircunistancesi,  toward: 
the  Cabinet  of  St.  James's,  with  that  which  is  ob- 
serred  towards  thid  Republic.  You  say.  that,  on 
that  oecasiun,  there  was  a  tolicitude  to  send  to 
London  Ministers  well  known  lo  possess  senti' 
toents  eonlormable  to  the  objects  of  ibeir 


been  observed  with  respect  lo  il,  it  is  too  probable 
that  it  must  be  attributed  to  the  views  already 
indicated. 

If,  unfortuoately,  the  cases  shall  exhibit  a  con- 
Irasi,  it  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  charBciers  the 
United  States  have  thought  proper  to  employ,  or 
in  the  conduct  of  thfir  QovernmeDt,  otherwise 
than  by  the  superior  attention  manifested  towards 
this  Republic;  and  never  shown  to  any  other  na- 
lion,  in  deputing  to  it,  with  ample  powers,  three 
Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Mioislers  Plenipoten- 
tiary fVom  the  three  great  divisions  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  Ministen  sent  to  the  Cabinet  of  St. 
James,  greatly  deserved  the  confidence  of  their 
country,  but  they  did  not  possess  sentiments  more  , 
cooformable  to  the  objects  of  their  mission  than  ! 
those  deputed  to  this  Republic.  They  did  not 
wish  more  ardently  to  eBect  reconciliation ;  nor 
is  il  believed  that  any  petson  who  could  have 
been  deputed  to  that  Cabinet,  would  have  submit-  I 
ted  to  greater  sacrifices  in  order  lo  obtain  it.  Had 
their  application  for  compensation  for  past  inju- 
ries, and  security  against  their  future  commia- 
sion,  been  only  met  by  requisitions,  a  compliance 
with  which  would  involve  their  nation  in  ills,  of 
which  war  perhaps  might  not  be  the  most  consid- 
erable ;  had  all  attempts  to  remove  unfavorable 
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impressions  failed,  and  all  offers  to  make  explaua- 
ttons  been  rejeciifd  ;  can  il  be  believed,  that  other 
Ministers  (the  first  having  been  ordered  out  of  the 
nation^  would  have  wailed  six  months  unaccredi- 
ted, soliciting  permission  to  display  the  upright 
principles  on  which  iheir  Government  had  acted, 
and  the  amicable  sentiments  by  which  it  was  ani- 
mated 7 

The  undersigned  are  induced,  Citizen  Minister, 
to  pray  your  attention  lo  these  plain  truths,  from 
a  conTJciion  that  they  manifest  unequivocally 
the  friendly  temper  of  the  Federal  Oovernment, 
and  the  extreme  reluctance  with  which  the  hope 
of  an  accommodation  with  France  would  be  re- 
linquiihed. 

The  undersigned  observe,  with  infinite  regret, 
that  the  disposition  manifested  to  treat  with  the 
Minister  who  might  be  selected  by  this  Oovern- 
ment, is  not  accompanied  with  any  aaiurancei  of 
receding  from  those  demands  of  money,  hereto- 
fore made  the  considerations  on  which  alone  the 
cessation  of  hostility  on  American  commeree, 
could  be  obtained  ;  to  which  the  undersigned  have 
not  the  power  to  accede ;  with  which  the  United 
States  would  find  it  extremely  difiicult  to  com- 
ply ;  and  a  compliance  with  which  would  violate 
thai  faith  pledged  for  the  observance  of  neutrality ; 
and  would  involve  them  in  a  disastrous  war,  with 
which  they  have  no  concern.  Noi  do  you  answer 
to  the  applications  which  have  been  made  for 
compenMiion  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
for  properly  which  shall  be  proved  to  have  been 
taken  contrary  to  the  law  of  nation*  and  existing 
treaties,  otherwise  than  that  you  are  willing  to 
discuss  cases  where  there  has  been  a  departure 
from  certain  principles,  which  principles,  in  fact, 
involve  aimost  every  case. 

You  have  signified,  Citizen  Minister,  that  the 
Executive  Directory  is  disposed  to  treat  with  one 
of  the  Envoys,  ana  you  hope  that  this  overture 
will  not  be  attended,  on  the  part  of  the  under- 
sij^ned,  with  any  serious  diSiculty.  Every  propo- 
sition of  the  Executive  Directory  is  considered 
with  the  most  minute  and  respectful  attention. 

The  result  of  a  deliberation,  on  this  point,  is 
that  no  one  of  the  undersigned  is  autboriied  10 
take  upon  himself  a  neicotiatiun,  evidently  en- 
trusted by  the  tenor  of  their  powers  and  instruc- 
tions to  the  whole ;  nor  are  there  any  two  of  them 
who  can  propose  to  withdraw  tbem«elves  from 
the  task  committed  to  them  by  their  Oovernment, 
while  there  remains  a  possibility  of  performing  it- 
It  is  hojied  that  the  prejudices,  said  to  hqve 
been  conceived  against  the  Ministers  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  will  be  dissipated  by  the  truths  they 
have  slated. 

I  If  in  this  hope  they  shall  be  disappointed,  and 
it  should  be  the  will  of  the  Directory  to  order 
pftisports  for  the  whole,  or  any  number  of  them, 
you  will  please  to  accompany  such  pass[>orls  with 
letters  of  safe  conduct,  which  will  entirelypro- 
leci,  from  the  cruisers  of  France^  the  vessels  in 
which  tbey  may  respectively  sail,  and  give  to 
their  persons,  suite,  and  property,  that  perfect 
security  to  wnich  the  laws  ana  usages  of  nation! 
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BelatuMu  with  FroMct. 


They  pray  you,  Cilizea  Mioiiter,  lo  receive  the 
teoewal  of  [heir  assuianceii  of  profound  respect 
aod  coDsidenuon. 

CHARLES  C.  PINCKNEY. 

JOHN  MARSHALL. 

ELBRIDQE  GERRY. 


[Cammunicaled  to  Congreai,  June  31,  IT9S.] 
Gtnllenten  of  tht  Senate,  and 

Gerttlemm  of  the  Hoiue  of  B^treientiUivei  ; 
While  1  congratulaieyouoniheatriTalofGen- 
Mil  Marshall,  oQe  of  our  late  EnToys  Extraordi- 
nary to  the  French  Republic,  at  h  place  of  aafety, 
where  he  is  justly  held  in  hoaor,  1  ihink  it  ray 
idaiy  to  comniuiiicate  to  you  a  letter,  received  by 
kirn,  from  Mr.  Qerry,  the  only  one  of  the  three 
-who  hai  not  received  hii  coiir£.  Thia  letter,  to- 
-  aether  with  another,  froio  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Relatione  to  him,  of  the  3d  of  April,  and  his  an- 
swer of  the  4th,  will  ahow  the  situation  in  which 
he  remains,  his  iatentions,  and  proxpects. 

I  premme  that,  before  iKis  time,  he  has  received 
freeh  insttuctiona  (a  copy  of  which  accotnpanies 
this  message)  to consral  to  no  lo!iDs,aud  therefore 
the  n^fotiatioD  may  be  cotitidered  at  an  end. 

I  will  never  send  another  Minister  lo  Prance 
without  assuranees  that  he  will  be  received,  re- 
spected, and  honored,  as  the  representative  of  a 
great,  free,  powerful,  and  independent  nation. 
JOHN  ADAMS. 
United  States,  Jtme  31, 17981 


PAflia,  April  16,  1798, 
My  Dear  Sib:  This  I  expect  you  will  recei 
by  my  colleague,  Qeneral  Marshall,  who  carr 
with  him  the  last  letter  of  M.  Talleyrand,  to  the 
American  Envoys,  and  their  answer.  On  the  day 
when  we  sent  the  answer,  1  received  a  letter  from 
the  Minister,  a  copy  of  which,  and  my  answer,  it 
enclosed.  1  have  not  sent  these  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  because  I  have  not  time  to  prepare  a  let- 
tet  to  accompany  them.  Indeed,  I  expected  my 
passport  witn  my  colleagues,  but  am  informed 
that  the  Directory  will  not  consent  to  my  leaving 
France:  and  to  bring  on  an  immediate  rupture, 
by  adopting  this  measure,  contrary  to  their  wishei 
would  be  in  my  mind  unwarrantable.  The  objec 
of  M.  Talleyrand,  you  will  perceive,  was  to  le 
same  our  reciprocaf  communications,  and  agai: 
to  discuss  thesnbjectofaioan.  I  thought  itbes 
in  my  answer  not  merely  to  object  to  this,  but  to 
every  measure  that  could  hare  a  tendency  to 
draw  me  into  a  negotiation.  I  accepted  of  th' 
mission,  my  dear  sir,  to  support  your  Admisistn 
cion,  and  have  brought  myself  into  a  predict 
ment,*  which  you  must  assist  me  (o  extricate  m; 
■elf  from,  by  appointing  some  others  to  supply  the 


I  allude  to  my  paintiil  reiidence  here  m  a  political 


iloces  of  myself  and  colleagues,  if  a  ftuiher  no- 

fress  in  this  business  should  be  lound  ptaeticshle. 
have  only  a  moment  to  add  my  best  respecisio 
your  lady,  and  my  assurances  of  the  moil  sinceie 
and  respectful  attachment,  my  dear  sir,  of  your' 
' icerely. 

E,  GERRY, 
The  Pdesidbnt  of  the  United  Stale: 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  to  Mi.  Genj,  En- 
voy  Extnordinsry  of  the  United  States  of  Anicrica 
t4>  the  French  Republic 

Parib,  lith  GermimU,  {3d  April,  1T9S,] 
6lh  year  of  the  French  Republic  otw  and 
indimaible. 
I  suppose,  sir,  that  Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Mar- 
shall bare  thought  it  useful  and  proper,  io  ccit^ 
quence  of  the  intimations  given  in  the  end  of  my 
note  of  the  28th  Ventose  last,  and  ibe  obstacle 
which  theit  known  opinions  have  interpoied  to 
the  desired   reconciliation,  to  quit  the  territory  of 
the  Republic.    On  this  supposition,  I  have  the 
honor  to  point  out  to  you  the  5lh  or  the  Ttlmf 
this  decade,  to  resimie  our  reciprocal  ccmmnBi- 


Receive,  I  pray  you,  the  assurance  of  my  per- 
fect consideration. 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

Mr.  GeiT7  to  the  HiniMer  of  PoTHgn  A&in  of  die 
French  Republic 
Puis,  April  4,  1796,  (Germinal  15,  on  6,) 

I  had  the  honor,  Citizen  Minister,  of  receiving 
your  letter  of  the  14(h  Germinal  the  3d  iaaasi 
and  Mr.  Deuiremeni,  who  delivered  ii,  informd 
me  that  it  was  intended  to  he  shown  to  Gtneiil 
Pinckney  and  Geo  era  I  Marshall, 

Whilst  my  collea^es  and  myself,  to  vhom  ibc 
QovernmenI  of  the  United  States  have  entms'ed 
the  affairs  of  the  embassy,  had  a  joint  agency 
therem,  I  have  carefully  irapatted  to  ihem  all  the 
proportions  which  you  requested,  and  the  relative 
conferences,  and  to  yourself  our  decisions  ihereonj 
regretting,  at  the  same  time,  the  unfortunate  and 
embarrassing  circumsiances  which  imposed  on 
me  this  disagreeable  task.  But  as,  by  ibe  leDOt 
of  your  letter,  it  is  now  expected  that  they  wiU 
quit  the  territory  of  the  French  Reoublic,  u  "iH 
be  impossible  for  me  to  be  the  meainm  of,  ot  to 
take,  aoy  measures  which  will  be  painful  to  my 
colleagues,  or  not  to  afford  tbem  all  the  assistance 
in  my  power  ;  and  it  would  be,  moreover,  incon- 
sisteot  with  the  line  of  conduct  which  you  well 
know,  Citizen  Minister,  I  hare  unifo(in|y  ot^"™ 
for  removing  the  unfavorable  impressions  wbiM 
existed  on  the  part  of  this  Government  against 
them.  Indeed,  m  our  lasi  letter,  there  is  a  coodi- 
lional  application  for  passports,  which,  as  ii  »p: 
pears  to  me,  supersedes  the  necessity  of  a  bin' '" 
them  on  this  subject ;  and  Qeneral  Marshall  i^ 
waiting  impatiently  for  an  answer  to  that  pa"  of 
it  whicTi  respects  a  letter  of  safe  CMiduci  foi  im 
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Selaliotu  with  Frcmce. 


TnseL  to  which  be  and  his  suite  may  take  pas- 
sive foT  ihe  Uniled  Slates,  lo  delermioe  whether 
ti«  sball  embark  from  France  or  Great  Britain, 
bui  the  uoftirtuuate  situation  of  Geaeral  Pinck- 
UT,  with  respect  lo  ihe  critical  stale  of  his  daugh- 
ter's bealih,  renders  it  utterly  impossible  for  him 
to  depart  under  eiisliog  circumstancea. 

You  have  propgsed,  Citizen  Minister,  the  5lli 
orTili  of  this  decade  for  me  to  resume  ^reprendre) 
Dur  reciprocal  coDimunicalions  upon  tne  loleresls 
of  the  French  Republic  and  of  iheUaiied  Slates. 
Tbe  reciprocal  cominunications  which  we  have 
hid  were  such  ooly  as  \  have  alluded  to  in  the. 
beginning  of  this  letter,  unless  your  proposition, 
accompanied  with  an  injunciion  of  secrecy  for 
me  to  treat  separately,  is  considered  in  this  lighl. 
To  resume  this  subject  will  be  unavailing,  be- 
cause ihe  measuie,  for  ihe  reasons  which  1  then 
urged,  is  utterly  impracticable.  I  can  only  then 
coiifei  JDtbrraallyand  unaccredited  on  any  subject 
respecting  our  mission,  and  communicate  to  the 
Gavemment  of  the  United  Slates  the  result  of 
iuch  conferences,  being  in  my  individual  capacity 
UDBUthorized  to  give  theia  an  official  stamp. 
Nevertheless,  every  measure  io  my  power,  and 
in  cooformity  viiih  the  duty  I  owe  my  country, 
ihall  be  zealotisly  pursued,  to  restore  harmony  ana 
1  cordial^  friendship  between-  the  two  Republics. 
I  had  ihe  honor  of  calling  od  you  last  evening  for 
the  purpose  of  making  this  communication  Ter- 
lially,  but,  as  you  were  absent,  to  prevent  miscon- 
cepiioos,  1  have  thought  it  Dest  to  reduce  it  to 


Accept,!  pray  you,  Citizen  Minister,! 
of  my  perfect  esteem  and  respect. 

E.  OSRRY. 


Ta  Chadsa  Cotanroith  PinckneT,  John  Marahill,  and 
^nidga  Gerry,  Esquires,  Envoys  Extnordinary  and 
Hinkten  Planipotentiin  from  the  United  States  of 
Amsiiea  to  tlia  Frendt  RepnUic 

DcpaRTMBHT  OF  State, 
PhOad^iphia,  March  23,  1796. 

Oehtlemxh  :  On  the  4th  instant  came  to  hand 
pur  first  deapatchea  since  your  arrival  at  Paris  ; 
tlicse  were  your  numbers  1, 1,  and  5 ;  and  on  the 
6ih  instant,  your  numbers  2  and  3  were  received. 
Od  the  5th,  your  number  5,  dated  the  Sih  of  Jan- 
oary.snd  a  translation  of  tne  message  of  January 
lib  from  the  Directory  to  the  Council  of  Five 
Hnodred,  were  laid  before  Congress.  In  this  1 
leryoa  "repeat,  that  there  exists  no  hope  of  yi 
being  facially  received  by  that  Qovernment, 
that  the  objects  of  your  mission  will  be  in  any 
**T  accomplished."  This  opinion  is  sanctioned 
^liie  wbole  tenor  of  yonr  communications,  and 
we  irnst  that  soon  after  the  date  of  yonr  numbei 
5,jDu  closed  your  mission  by  demanding  pass- 
ports to  leave  the  territories  of  the  French  Re- 
public. 

An  official  copy  of  your  tetters  of  credence 
tiaving  been  delivered  to  the  Minister  for  Foreign 
AOairs,  and  by  him  laid  before  the  Directory,  they 
vere  sufficiently  informed  of  the  great  objects  of 


your  mission  ;  and,  considering  that  you  were  an 
Ltraordinary  delegation  from  an  in<lependent  na- 
tion, you  had  a  right  to  expect  a  prompt  and  re- 
ipeclful  reception.  The  fair  and  honorable  views 
of  the  American  Goveraraent.  which  dictated 
.ppointment  and  your  powers,  entitled  you 
to  expect  (he  early  appointment  of  a  commission, 
by  lbs  French  Government,  with  equal  powers,  to 
legoliaie  on  all  matters  in  controversy  between 
hem.  Had  the  French  Government  been  in- 
fluenced by  similar  views,  the  object  of  your  mis- 
sion would  long  since  have  been  accomplished,  to 
the  advantage  and  peace  of  both  nations.  Bat 
instead  of  coming  forward  on  such  equal  and  pro- 
per  ground,  they  have  treated  you,  and  through 
you  your  country,  with  extreme  neglect. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  President  pre- 
sumes that  yon  have  long  since  quitted  Paris  and 
the  French  dominions ;  yet,  actuated  as  you  were 
'  'i  an  ardent  desire  to  preserve  peace,  which 
knew  would  be  so  grateful  to  your  country, 
end  having  for  this  object  manifested  nnexampled 
patience,  and  submitted  to  a  series  of  moriinca- 
tions;  as  you  al»o  proposed  to  make  one  more 
direct  attempt,  subsequent  to  the  dale  of  your  last 
letter,  to  draw  the  French  Government  to  an  open 
negotiation ;  (here  is  a  hare  possibility  that  (his 
last  effort  may  have  succeeded ;  the  President, 
therefore,  thinks  it  proper  to  direct ; 

1.  That  if  you  are  in  treaty  with  persons  duly 
authorized  by  the  Directory,  on  the  subjects  of 

Jour  mission,  then  you  are  to  remain  and  expe- 
iie  the  completion  of  the  treaty,  if  it  should  not 
have  been  concluded.  Before  this  letter  sets  to 
hand,  you  will  have  ascertained  whether  tne  ne- 
gotiation is  oris  not  conducted  with  candor  on  the 
GrI  of  the  French  Government ;  and  if  you  afaall 
ve  discovered  a  clear  design  to  procrastinate, 
you  are  to  break  off  the  negoiiaiion.  demand  your 
passports,  and  return.  For  you  will  consider  that 
suspense  is  ruinous  to  the  essential  interests  of 
your  country. 

2.  That  if,  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  you 
shall  not  have  been  received,  or,  whether  received 
or  not,  if  you  shall  not  be  in  treaty  with  persons 
duly  authorized  by  the  Directory,  with  full  and 
equal  powers,  you  are  to  demand  your  passports 

3.  In  no  event  is  a  treaty  to  be  purchased  with 
money,  by  loan  or  otherwise.  There  can  be  no 
safety  In  a  treaty  so  obtained.  A  loan  to  the  Re- 
public would  violate  our  neutrality ;  and  a  dou- 
ceur lo  the  men  now  in  power  might  by  their 
successors  be  urged  as  a  reason  for  annulling  the 
treaty,  or  as  a  precedent  for  further  and  repeated 
demands. 

It 
beet 

repeated  in  the  House  of  Repre: 
sire  the  President  to  lay  before  them  your  com- 
munications ;  and  he  will  probably  be  under  the 
necessity  of  doing  it ;  only  withholding  the  two 
names  wbieh  you  promised  should  in  no  event  be 
tuade  public.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 
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EMIGRANTS  FROM  THE  WEST  INDIES. 

[CtHnmnnicAted  U>  Codecsu,  Juiw  ST,  1796.] 
Gemlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  Hoicte  of  Representatives : 

1  have  received  a  letter  from  his  Eicellency 
Thomas  Mifflin,  Gkivernor  of  PennE^lvaDia,  en- 
closing some  documenls,  which  I  judge  il  my 
duty  to  lay  before  Confess  without  loss  of  Lime. 

As  my  opinion  coiocidei  entirely  with  that  of 
lli»  Excellency   the   Qoieroor,  I  recommend   the 
tnbjecl  to  the   consideratioa  of  both   Houses  of 
CoDgresB,  whose  authority  alotie  appears  to  i 
adequate  10  the  occasion.       JOHN   ADAMS. 

United  States,  June  27, 1798. 


Jtifie  27, 1796. 

Sis  :  I  ihiuk  it  proper  (o  inform  your  Escel- 
lency  that,  on  the  eTacuation  of  Purt-au -Prince 
br  tne  British  troopt,  a  very  great  Dumber  of 
French  white  men  and  and  negroes  were  put  on 
board  of  transports  and  sent  to  America.  Borne 
of  the  vesseig,  I  understand,  made  an  attempt  to 
land  their  passengers  at  Charleston;  two  liBTe 
arrived  at  this  port,  and  it  is  said  that  the  remain- 
der of  the  fleet  may  be  daily  expected  in  some  of 
our  harbors.  To  prevent,  as  far  as  I  can,  the  ob- 
vious danger  from  such  an  importation  at  this 
crisis,  I  have  determined,  with  the  advice  of  the 
Attorney  General,  and  other  State  officers,  to  pro- 
hibit the  landiiiE  of  anv  French  negroes,  arriving 
at  the  port  of  Philadelphia  in  vessels  under  the 
circumstances  which  I  have  stated  ;  but  the  lim- 
ited jurisdiction  of  PennsyWania,  the  facility  with 
which  our  regulations  may  be  evaded,  by  disem- 
barking the  negroes  in  any  adjacent  State,  and, 
perhaps,  the  neceioily  of  extending  the  prohibi- 
tion to  white  men,  induce  me  to  submit  the  sub- 
ject to  your  consideration,  and  to  request  such  a 
co-operation  of  the  Federal  authority  as  your 
Eicelleacy  may  deem  expedient  for  tne  general 
aafety.  I  have  added  lo  tliis  communication 
copies  of  the  documents  containing  the  informo- 
tioD  that  I  have  received.  I  have  rhe  honor  to  be, 
with  perfect  consideration  and  respect,  air,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

THO.  MIFFLIN. 
To  his  Excellency  John  Adaub,  Esq., 

Preaideat  qf  the  United  States. 

Health  Officb,  Jwk  26, 1798. 

Sib  ;  1  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Marine  and  City  Hospitals  of  the  port  and 
city  of  Philadelphia  to  transmit  to  vou,  for  the 
information  of  the  Governor,  the  enclosed  resolu- 
tion of  the  board,  and  a  copy  of  the  letter  therein 
mentioned.  I  am,  sir.  yours,  very  respectfully, 
WILLIAM  JONES,  President. 

A.  J.  Dallas,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Common' 
wealth  of  Pennsylcania, 

Health  Otfioe,  June  26, 1798. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Haiins  and  City  Hospitals  of  the  port  and  city 


of  Philadelphia,  the  President  read  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  him,  from  David  Piukerton,  a  passen- 
ger in  theship  Josephus,  from  Jeremie,  now  under 
quarantine,  containing  important  information  re- 
specting the  great  inSux  of  people  from  the  West 
Indies  ;  whereupon, 

Reacitied,  That  the  President  be  requested  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  said  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth,  for  the  information  of  the 
Governor. 

By  order  of  the  board  of  maDager?: 

WILLIAM  JONES,  Pntideni. 

Ship  Josefhcs,  Fokt  Miffux, 

June  26, 1796. 
Sir  :  Doctor  Hall  has  this  day  communicated 
to  us  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Health  re- 
from   the   West   Indies  ;    I 


spec  ting 

think  it' 1 

the  landing;  of  any  French  pas.<engers  whatever 
in  the  United  States;  there,  no  doubt,  are  some 
men  of  principle  among  ihem,  but  be  assured  that 
the  far  greatest  part  of  those  already  arrived  are 
fully  ripe  for  any  turn  which  we-take  with  respect 
"  France.     There  has  a  great  many  gone  to  the 


be  far  wron?  in  saying  they  will  exceed  fooi 
thousand  soma;  many  without  any  funds,  and 
some  with  a  considerable  number  of  slaves,  that 
have  all  been  trained  to  arms,  and  have  ihem 
with  them,  and  attached  to  their  master's  inte- 
rests :  if  any  measures  could  be  had  for  sendijig 
them  away,  it  would  greatly  add  to  the  security 
of  our  country.    With  esteem,  I  am  your  obedi- 

DAVID  PINKERTON. 

Captain  William  Jonbs. 


FRANCE. 


[ComniDnicalod  lo  CMigreaa,  January  18,  1799.] 
Omtkmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Oentlemen  of  the  House  of  RepreseiUatiat : 

The  communication  relative  to  our  affairs  with 
Fiance,  alluded  to  in  my  address  to  both  Houses, 
at  the  opening  of  the  session,  is  contained  in  the 
sheets  which  accompanjr  this.  A  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  containing  some  ohservaticHis 
on  them,  will  be  sent  to  Congress  on  Monday. 
JOHN  ADAMS. 

UniTEn  Stateb,  January  18,  1799, 

Letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  Stale  to  Mr.  Gerry,  daXtS 
JoNB  85,  1798. 
Sir  :  By  the  instructions,  dated  the  23d  of  March, 
which,  agreeably  to  I  be  President's  directions,] 
addressea  to  Generals  Pinckney  and  Marshall  and 
yourself,  and  of  which  six  sets  were  transmitted— 
one  by  a  despatch-boat  sent  on  purpose,  and  some 
of  which  doubtless  reached  you  during  the  last 
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moDlfa, — yoQ  will  have  seen  that  it  was  expected 
thai  all  of  yon  would  hare  iefi  France  long  be- 
fore those  inslruclioos  could  arrive,  and  whicb 
verp  iraosmiued  rather  from  abundant  cai 
than  necessity,  seeing  no  probability  or  hope  c 
ed  ihat  you  would  accomplish  the  object  of  your 
minion.  The  respect  due  to  yourselves  and  to 
jour  country  irresistibly  required  that  you  should 
turn  your  backs  toaGovernment  that  treated  both 
vith  contempt — a  coDtempi  not  diminished,  but 
■ggrarated,  by  the  flattering  but  insidious  distinc 
tianinyourfaTor,  in  disparagement  of  men  ol  such 
respectable  talents,  untainted  honor,  and  pure  patri- 
OUbm,  as  Generals  Pinckney  and  Marshall,  and  in 
irhoni  iheirQoTetnroenl  and  their  country  reposed 
entire  confidence;  and  especially  when  the  real 
object  of  thai  dislinctioa  was  to  enable  the  French 
Go^rnmeat,  Irampling  on  the  authority  and  dig- 
nilyoTourown,  to  designate  an  Envoy  with  whom 
they  would  condescend  to  negotiate  It  is,  there- 
fore, to  be  regretted  [hat  you  did  not  concur  with 
yout  colleagues  in  demanding  passports  to  quit 
■he  territories  of  ihe  French  Republic  some  time 
before  they  left  Paris. 

General  Marshall  has  arrived,  and  delivered  to 
the  President  your  letter  of  April  16th,  with  its  en- 
closures ;  all  which  were  on  the  21st  instant  laid 
before  Congress,  accompaiued  by  a  Message,  in 
which  the  President  declares  the  negotiation  at 
an  end,  and  that  "  he  will  never  send  another  Min- 
ister to  France,  without  assurances  that  he  will 
be  received,  respected,  and  honored,  as  the  repre- 
Kotaijve  of  a  great,  free,  powerful,  and  Indepen- 
dent nation." 


effecloal  recall ;  lest,  however,  by  any  possibility, 
ihose  instructions  should  not  have  reached  you, 
ud  you  should  still  be  ia  Praace,  I  am  directed  by 
ihe  President  to  transmit  to  you  this  letter,  and  to 
inform  you  that  you  are  to  consider  it  as  a  posi- 
tive leiier  of  recall. 
I  am,  respectfully,  sir.  tee. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 


Mr.  Gerty'i  Commanieatton*. 

Nantasket  Road,  Oct.  1,  1798. 
8ia:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  my 
■nival  here  ibis  morning  in  the  brigantine  So- 
phia Captain  Geddes,  from  Havre,  but  last  from 
Focisaiouth  in  Great  Britain  ;  and  to  enclose 
copies  of  my  letters  to  yourself  of  the  ISth  and 
13ih  of  May  last,  No?.  1  and  2 ;  of  the  correspon- 
ience  between  Mr.  Talleyrand,  the  French  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  AETairs,  and  myself,  numbered 
Ucording  to  the  respective  dates,  from  3  to  28 
inclusively  ;  of  an  uttH  enclosed  in  his  last  letter, 
No.  29 ;  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Hautval,  and  his  an- 
'"n,  Nos.  30  and  31 ;  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  King, 
"01  Minister  at  LoQdon,Bndan  extract lo  Dr.  Taze- 
vell,  the  bearer  thereof,  Nos  32  and  33 ;  also  the 
rabitaace  of  a  conference  with  the  Dutch  Minis- 
ter a  day  or  two  before  1  left  Paris,  No.  34  ,*  and 
uanoymoiu  publication  "on  the  President's  com- 


munication" of  our  despatches,  said  to  have  issued 
from  the  French  office  of  foreign  affairs,  No.  35. 

When  I  left  the  United  States  in  August,  1797, 
Ihe  citizens,  in  general,  appeared  to  be  earnestly 
desirous  of  a  reconciliation  with  Fiance,  on  terms 
consistent  with  the  honor,  interest,  and  welfare^  of 
the  two  Republics :  ihese,  being  free  from  claims 
and  controversies  in  regard  to  territory,  boundaries, 
and  many  matters  which  embroil  States,  and  from 
competitions  relative  to  their  productions,  manu- 
factures, and  commerce,  had  a  mutual  and  mani- 
fest interest  in  the  renewal  of  their  commercial 
and  friendly  intercourse  with  each  other.  Nature 
seemed  to  have  entitled  the  United  States,  in  their 
remote  situalion,  to  the  peaceable  pursuit  of  their 
industry,  by  means  whereof,  in  its  various  branches, 
their  wealth  and  power  were  rapidly  increasing; 
and  to  an  exemption  from  the  conflicts  of  Europe, 
which,  involving  them,  would  check  their  popula- 
tion, arain  their  resources,  and  insure  their  pov- 
erty. On  a  candid  investigation,  then,  of  the  causes 
of  the  unhappy  differences  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments, on  a  disposition  to  correct  errors,  to 
which  all  Governments  are  more  or  less  liable, 
and  on  their  mutual  resolution  to  reciprocate  jus- 
tice, the  success  of  the  mission  was  conceived  to 
depend;  and  as  this  temper  marked  the  plan  of 
ification  adopted  by  the  Government  of  the 
ted  States,  ttiere  was  a  rational  prospect  of 

oon  after  onr  arrival  in  Paris,  the  scene  waa 
changed,  and  the  hope  of  a  reconciliation  being 
diminished,  the  necessity  of  harmony  in  the  Um- 
ted  States  was  proportion  ably  increased,  as  the 
only  means  for  preserving  iheir  welfare  and  ioda- 
pendence  at  home,  their  rights  and  respectability 
abroad.  Ia  case  of  a  war,  tdere  waa  every  reason 
to  believe  that  they  would  be  able  to  defend  them- 
selves against  any  nation  or  coalition  that  could 
be  formed  against  them;  whilst  their  citizeos 
should  consider  the  Government,  chosen  by  them- 
selves, as  the  pole-star  of  their  salvation;  should 
rally  round  its  standard,  when  raised  for  iheir  de- 
fence ;  should  rise  superior  lo  foreign  intrigue*, 
always  expert  in  fomenting  divisions,  and  often 
aided  by  popular  elections,  legislative  debates. 
ling  opinions  and  interests;  and  should 
promote  unanimity,  by  toleration  amongst  them- 
'  Nevertheless,  the  critical  state  of  our  af- 

squired  that  France  should  not  be  furnished 
with  pretexts  for  charging  the  American  Govern- 
meni  or  Ministers  with  neglect  of  means  for  ob- 
taining a  reconciliation. 

When  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  in  Oc- 
tober last,  unauthorized  by  the  Executive  Direc- 
ory,  as  Mr.  Y.  had  informed  the  Envoys,  to  have 
my  commuoicalioas  with  them,  had  expressed  a 
lesire  to  see  them  in  their  private  capacities,  I  was 
jpposed  to  a  compliance  individually,  not  from 
considerations  of  etiquette,  which  had  no  weight 
in  my  mind,  but  because  it  would  infer  in  mea 
leparate  agency  in  matters  wherein  1  was  bat 
jointly  authorized.  To  prevent,  however,  the 
imputation  of  a  failure  or  the  negotiation,  then 
daily  expected,  to  the  United  States,  I  submitted 
to  the  measure,  was  unsuccessful  in  my  attempt! 
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to  make  it  general,  and  was  thereby  subjected  to  a 
■eiies  of  embarrassments. 

The  pariicular  allention)  of  the  Minister  to  me, 
lest  they  shuuld  be  invidious,  were  in  every  io- 
stancR  but  two  declined,  and  in  one  of  these  I 
yielded  to  importunity:  preferences  I  viewed  as 
asonrceof  divisioD. 

The  second  conference  which  I  held  with  the 
Hinister,  being  on  the  17th  of  December,  and  his 
proposilious  to  the  Eavoys  were  publishEd  with 
their  despatches.  Their  answer,  which  was  unan- 
imously in  the  negative,  was  delivered  by  me  lo 
hi*  Secretary.  Mr.  Y.  had  expected  it,  aad  ez~ 
pressed  a  surprise  that  the  Secretary  had  applied 


On  the  4th  of  February,  the  Minister,  by  order 
of  the  Executive  Directory  proposed  that  I  should 
treat  separately.  The  cireumstaaces  thereof,  and 
of  my  refusal,  are  generally  detailed  in  the  cor- 
respondence enclosed. 

The  Minister  afterwards  desired  me.  hy  his 
Secretary,  lo  communicate  lo  the  other  Envoys 
his  propositioa  for  a  loan  subsequent  to  the  war, 
which  ne  soon  relinquished.  On  this  subject, our 
fltst  instructions  were  silent;  the  last  were  ex- 
plicit, and  necessary  to  determine  my  judgment. 

In  consequence  of  his  letter  to  the  Envoys,  of 
the  28th  Venlose,  (ISA  of  March,)  the  Minister 
renewed  his  proposition  for  me  to  treat  separately, 
and  again  received  a  negative  answer.  He  then 
proposed  that  I  should  remain  at  Paris  until  the 
sense  of  the  Government  could  be  obtained 
elaring,asbefore,  that  an  immediate  rupture  v 
be  the  consequence  of  my  departure.  To  have 
left  France,  under  such  circumstances,  was  a  mea- 
sure which  I  could  not  justily.  The  power  of 
declaring  war  was  not  entrusted  with  the  Supreme 
Eiecutire  of  the  United  Slates,  much  lejs  with  a 
Minister;  and  to  have  thus  provoked  it  would,  in 
my  mind,  have  been  laniamount  to  a  declaration 
thereof.  Indeed,  to  hare  plunged  the  nation  into 
a  war  suddenly,  even  if  it  was  inevitable,  appeared 
to  me,  in  other  respects,  unwarrantable.  Congress, 
who  alone  had  the  right  to  adopt  this  measure, 
might,  by  such  premature  step,  have  been  defeated 
in  their  previous  arrangements,  and  subjected 
to  other  manifest  inconveniences;  and  theEiec- 
ntive  might  have  been  placed  on  ground  less  ad- 
vantageous for  forming  alliances,  &c,:  whereas, 
ray  detention  at  Paris  gained  lime,  if  this  was  re- 
quisite, and  could  not  procrastinate  a  declaration 
ofwar,ifthe  United  States  were  prepared  for  it. 
Other  considerations  had  their  weight.  France, 
at  that  time,  was  making  very  formidable  prepara- 
tions, with  a  professed  design  to  OKrthrow  the 
Brittth  Government :  and  such  were  the  exertions 
and  enthusiasm  of  her  citizens,  armies,  and  ad- 
ministration, as  to  spread  a  general  alarm  through- 
out Qreat  Britain.  It  was  evident,  then,  to  com- 
mon observation,  that,  should  France  succeed,  shi 
would  acquire,  by  the  powerful  navv  and  resources 
of  Britain,  such  strength  as  to  be  able  to  give  law 
to  Europe,  and  to  reeions  more  remote ;  and  it  was 
rational  lo  suppose  that  a  coalition  would  be  formed 
of  such  European  Powers  as  were  not  in  the  inter- 
est ot  under  the  influence  of  France,  to  put  an  end 


to  tbewar^hy  ofiering  their  mediation,  and  declaim 
ing  their  inlemioo  to  oppose  the  Power  which 
should  refuse  it.  The  temporizing  negotiations  at 
Rastadt  had  this  aspect.  Moreover,  the  internal 
affairs  of  France  were  in  an  agitated  stale,  and 
threatened  civil  commotions.  If,  then,  on  the  one 
hand,  a  new  coalition  against  France,  a  change  io 
her  Government,  or  even  a  successful  resistance 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  had  happened,  a  fa- 
vorable opportunity  would  nave  presented  itself 
to  the  United  States  for  obtaining  of  her  a  jnit 
and  advaniageous  treaty ;  and  this  would  have 
been  lost  by  a  previous  rupture  in  consequence 
of  my  departure.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  Qreat 
Britain,  unaided,  had  fallen,  the  United  Stales 
would  have  been  in  a  much  better  condition  at 
peace  than  in  war  with  the  most  formidable  Pow- 
er the  world  had  exhibited.  In  such  an  event, 
they  could  have  had  but  small  hopes  of  resisting 
France ;  and  it  might  have  been  deemed  madness 
in  them  even  lo  have  attempted  it.  For  these 
reasons,  I  thought  it  my  indispensable  duty  to  re- 
main a  short  lime  at  Paris. 

The  tenor  of  oar  iosiruciJoDs,  the  last  as  well  as 
the  first,  showi  that  the  Goverimieiit  did  not  an- 
ticipate the  proposition  for  treating  sepantdr,  and 
made  no  provision  for  sucfa  an  event.  The  FVeneb 
Minister  has  uniformly  insisted  that  I  bad  power 
to  treat ;  because,  in  the  instrument,  he  saw  that 
the  Envoys  had  a  separate  and  joint  authority. 
If  the  position  could  be  established,  it  would  ati- 
thorize  a  foreign  Government,  at  pleasarc,  to  re- 
duce the  number  of  a  commission  consisting  of 
ivo  or  more  members,  and  thus  to  deprive  th« 
constituting  Government  of  the  joint  abilities  ik 
its  Ministers;  or  absurdly  lo  insist  on  a  separate 
legotiation  with  each  Minister,  and  to  choose 
from  their  several  treaties  that  which  should  best 
answer  its  purpose;  besides,  in  case  of  the  mis- 
conduct of  Ministers,  their  Government  has  a  right 

' "ct  information  thereof,  and  an  opportunity 

itiluting  others  in  their  stead;  but  I  trust 
that  the  arguments  stated  in  the  correspond  en  ce 
enclosed  are  sufficient  to  show  that  the  power  to 
did  not  exist ;  or,  if  it  did,  that  I  was  justi- 
fied, under  existing  circumstances,  in  refusing  to 


On  the  3d  of  April,  I  received  the  Mioittet's 
note  No.  3;  and,  apprehending  that  he  proposed 
to  draw  me  into  a  negotiation,  no  i  withstand  ing 
my  resolution  to  the  contrary,  I  sent  him  an  an- 
swer on  the  4th  of  April,  (No.  4,]  to  which  ha 
roade  no  replv. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  considering  the  Dopleas- 
ant  situation  in  whict  I  was  placed,  detached  from 
the  other  Bnvoys,  destitute  of  power  to  negotiate, 
irreconcileable  to  an  application  for  it,  and  even 
to  an  acceptance  of  it,  if  offered.  I  addressed  to  the 
Minister  the  letter  No.  5,  urged  him  to  come  far- 
ward  with  propositions  for  a  reconciliatioa,  and  to 
release  me  from  my  confinement. 

At  our  next  interview,  on  the  28th  of  April,  the 
Minister  informed  me  that  he  could  not  comply 
with  my  proposals,  not  knowing  the  views  of  the 
United  States  in  regard  lo  a  treaty.  To  remove 
this  obstacle,  I  gave  the  information,  and  in  it  the 
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fnllesl  extent  to  the  claims  of  the  Amerieaa  citi- 
zens against  France,  but  I  was  silent  trith  respect 
[0  tlie^arantee  of  the  11th  article  of  tbe  Treaty 
of  Alliance,  and  to  what  relates  to  the  Barbary 
Powers ;  and  left  it  with  him.  in  the  first  iostance, 
to  provide  for  a  liberal  commerce  to  the  Frencb 
colaaies  ia  the  East  and  West  Indies,  and  to  ex- 
press the  views  of  France  in  regard  to  the  proposed 
treaty.  We  afterwards  conferred  on  tbe  neces- 
sity of  sending  a  French  Minister  to  the  United 
Stales;  and  he  promised  to  delirer  me,  within 
ihreeorfonr  days,  the  proieci  of  a  treaty.  On  the 
ereaing'of  the  12th  May,  Mr,  Humphreys  arrived, 
and  defivCTed  me  your  letter  of  the  S3d  March, 
vhieh,  ihe  next  mornini^.  was, deciphered.  Onr 
OoTerameni  could  not  ihen  have  been  apprized 
(^  the  new  stale  of  a&ira ;  but,  as  it  had  signified 
^ihai  su:(peDse  was  ruinous,"  I  ihonght  myself 
■nihoriEed  to  give  immediate  information  to  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  that  I  should  return 
10  Ataeriea  ia  the  Sophia,  as  soon  as  she  could  be 
fitted  for  sea,  and  that  it  was  necessHry  to  expe- 
dite the  measures  we  had  contemplated  for  effect- 
it;  a  treaty.  The  Executive  Directory,  as  well 
ta  the  Minister,  had,  it  was  said,  during  the  three 
preceding  weeks,  been  indispensably  occupied  by 
tlie  new  elections ;  and  these  being  finished,  they 
CDiild  DOW  proceed  on  American  a&irs.  Had  the 
btier  required  more  lime  than  I  had  allotted  for 
thnn.  I  was  determined  to  have  detained  the  So- 
phia a  short  period,  rather  than  to  have  defeated 
tbe  proposed  arrangements.  This  I  considered  as 
nyduiy;  for,  whilst  tbe  Government  manifested, 
ia  their  iDstrtictions,  a  just  indignation  at  ihe  ireal- 
tneal  which  their  Envoys  had  received,  it  evinced 
> disposition  to  peace, and, as  far  as  Icouldjudge, 
ihesame  temper  now  existed  on  the  part  of  F'ra nee. 

Oti  the  24tli  May,  the  Minister  sent  (he  princi- 
pal Secretary  of  his  bureau,  to  inform  me  that  his 
Government  did  not  wish  to  break  the  British 
Treaty,  but  expected  in  the  neiy  treaty  such  pro- 
visioDs  as  would  indemnify  France,  and  put  her 
on  a  footing  xvith  that  nation.  To  this  I  answered 
iliat  the  information  gave  me  pleasure;  that  it 
was  impossible  for  the  United  States,  by  violating 
fiat  treaty,  to  become  perfidiotis;  that  the  treaty 
itself  was  an  eridettceoi  their  good  faith,  inasmuch 
uii  contained  a  provision  "that  it  should  not  be 
construed  or  operate  contrary  to  former  and  ex- 
isting public  treaties  with  other  Sovereigns  or 
Slttes;"  that  if  in  its  construction  or  operation 
Fraoce  bad  sustained  injuries,  still  she  was  sure  of 
redress  by  the  provisioos  thereof,  as  well  as  by  her 
(iwn  treaty  with  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
litter  insured  to  her  an  extension  '  of  favors,  in 
n^iA  to  commerce  and  navigation,  if  any  such 
Wd  been  granted  to  Great  Britain. 

Hesaid  there  was  a  second  point,  which  respect- 
ed the  claims  of  American  citizens  on  the  French 
Repu^icj  ihat,  if  the  latter  should  not  be  able  to 
pf  them,  when  adjusted,  and  the  United  States 
•oold  assume  and  pay  them,  France  would  reim- 
wtse  the  amount  thereof.  To  this  I  answered, 
that  the  measure  was  impossible,  but,  that  the 
claim  might  be  adjur<ted,  funded,  and  made  trans- 
KnaUe  by  France,  and  be  redeemed,  parsaanl  to 


He  then  stated  a  third  point,  which  respected 
the  Consular  Convention.  I  answered,  that  pei- 
haps  it  would  be  best,  as  its  duration  woula  be 
short,  to  let  it  expire.  But  if  the  present  wai 
should  soon  tetmioate,  and  commerce  revive  in 
France,  it  may  be  well  to  revise  it,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent further  disputes  respecting  the  evidence  for 
apprehending  deserters,  the  judicial  officers  for 
isfuine  wairanta,  and  itie  mode  of  exeouting  Con- 
sular decisions,  stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  for*' 
eign  tribunals  could  never  be  admitted  within  the: 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  Slates.  The  Secretary 
reported  the  conference^  and  informed  me,  the  next 
morning,  that  the  Minister  would  send  me  bis  an- 
swer, in  writing,  in  a  few  days. 

On  the  26th  May  I  had  a  conference  with  the 
Minister,  the  sabstence  of  which  is  stated  in  mf 
letter  No.  S4.  Having  pressed,  on  this,  aa  well  aa' 
on  former  occasions,  the  necessity  of  sending  a- 
Minisier  to  the  United  States,  he  now  readily  ac- 
ceded to  tl;  this  would  have -enabled  France  to 
relax  from  any  stipulations  which  she  might  havei 
urged  there,  bul  which  might  be  found  by  her  Min^ 
iater  in  the  United  Stales  to  endanger  the  treaty. 

In  this  state  were  afikirson  the  27th  May,  when- 
I  was  called  on  by  one  of  the  city  gazettes,  which 
iHinounced  tbe  publication  of  our  despatches,  te- 
deny  their  authenticity.  Having  reason  losupposc 
that  the  result  of  this  new  embarrassment,  tf  not 
pacific,  would  be  very  violent,  I  prepared  for  the- 
event,  being  obliged  to  abide  the  consequences. 

On  the  ^th  May,  1  received  from  the  Minister 
his  letter  No.  6,  and  returned,  for  answer.  No.  7, 
In  this  I  repeated  what  was  published  in  our  de*- 
patcbea,  that  X  and  Y  had  not  produced  a  doco- 
ment  of  any  kind  for  authorizing  their  conferencs^ 
with  us.  I  was  not  disposed  to  accuse  or  excul- 
pate (he  French  Qovernment  or  Minister.  The 
latter  had  disavowed  tbe  intriguers,  as  they  w«n 
styled,  and  they,  in  their  conferences  with  us,  had 
declared  that  they  were  not  authorized  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  matter  was,  theretore,  left  with  tha 
public,  as  it  bad  been  referred  to  their  tribunal. 

On  the  1st  Jnne,  the  Minister  !«nt  me  his  letter- 
No.  8,  and  I  desired  to  know  of  ihe  beater  why 
application  was  again  made  to  me  for  ihe  names 
oi  the  iniriguers,  when  they  could  be  otherwise 
ascertained.  He  answered,  that  he  believed,  by 
the  exertions  of  the  bureau  and  of  the  police  oi 
the  city,  tbe  names  were  discovered,  and  he  mo- 
tioned them  to  me.  But,  he  added,  that  matters- 
bad  become  very  serious;  that  the  Directory  ex- 
pected something  from  me  in  confirmation  of  thin 
discovery ,  that  this  was  the  use  which  would  be 
made  of  my  letters;  and  that  the  Minister  did  DOC 
wish  for  any  declaration  from  me  but  what  shoolA 
be  perfectly  consistent  with  truth.  I  asatired  him 
that  no  extremity  should  produce  from  me  any 
other  declaration,  and  sent  the  Minister  my  lette» 
No.  10.  In  thin  I  suarded  against  the  publication, 
on  my  authority,  of  the  names  thus  commnnicatea 
and  did  justice  to  certain  individuals  who.  beinf 
saspected,  were  nevertheless  innocent. 

On  the  7th  June  the  publication  No.  35  appeared, 
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in  the  Redaciear.  Id  this,  conirar^  ti 
teceiveil,  I  wa^  maJe  to  act  a  very  cODspicuous 
pari,  and  was  attacked  under  a  thin  reil  or  insidi- 
ous complimenta ;  tbe  cause  Ibereuf  was  ibe  detail, 
in  ihe  despatches,  of  my  particular  conferences. 
Tbe  next  day  I  prepared  a  letter  to  tlie  Minister 
for  delecting  iheariincea,aad  correcting  ibe  abuses 
of  tijat  curious  perforiiia::ce.  But  having  consid- 
ered that  it  might  ujien  a  dour  to  altercation  and 
delay,  if  not  defeat  the  great  object  in  view,  or 

Sroduce  a  mete  disavowal  of  (Se  aanoymous  pub- 
eation,  which  afierwdrds  was  made  Id  No.  31, 
I  (uppresbed  the  leuct,  and  on  the  10th  June  ad- 
dj«sied  to  him  No.  l:}.  In  ihiii,  availing  myself 
of  the  paciGc  declaration  contained  in  the  stric- 
tures, I  urged  tbe  expedition  of  pacific  measures 
as  a  requisile  to  iheif  succe.-s. 

On  ine  llth  June  I  received  from  the  Minister 
No.  14,  in  which,  as  he  had  informed  my  Secre- 
tary,  he  revived  ihe  disagreeable  subject  of  (he 
despatchrs;  and  he  concluded  by  formally  deiaand- 
iog  whether  I  was  in  a  situation  to  treat.  Every 
oireamitance  concurred  now  to  prove  that  the  des- 
patches  had  excited  the  resentmenl  of  the  Minis- 
ter against  the  Governmeni,  as  well  as  myself. 
and  had  changed  his  plan  in  regard  to  the  United 
Stales. 

On  the  13th  of  June  I  answereil  that  letter,  by 
No.  15;  and,  on  the20th,  received  a  reply,  No.  16. 
In  this,  the  Minister,  in  lieu  of  the  proposed  plan 
of  a  treaty,  presented  a  general  plan  of  negotiation, 
notwithstanding,  as  he  stated  it,  "  my  persevering 
to  think  my  powprs  were  inadequate,"  and  "  the 
moslirriiatingpiovocations;"  bylhefirst  ''point" 
of  this  plan,a  aoor  would  have  been  open  to  end- 
lew  altercations  respecting  the  supposed  abuse 
of  the  French  Government,  by  private  writings, 
public  acts  of  ibe  United  Stales,  official  letters,  and 
Ihedespalchesof  the  Envoys:  by  the  second  point, 
the  sense  of  the  treaties  was  to  be  fixed,  and  the 
lights  floving  therefrom  were  lo  be  established; 
■Llid,  by  the  third  point,  the  damages  of  devialioos 
from  the  treaties  were  to  be  examined :  he  then 
•toted  that  "  very  general  instructions  were  neces- 
sary for  the  negotiations,  and  propoed  thai  I 
should  apply  for  them.  Very  general,  indeed,  must 
tbe  instructions  have  been,  to  have  D«otiated  on 
such,  a  plan  as  this ;  aud  it  was  impossinle  to  view 
it  in  any  other  light  than  [hat  of  an  evasion  of 
the  arrangements  proposed.  It  was  easy  lo  have 
pointed  out  the  misinterpretations  and  misrepre- 
MDtaiians,  as  well  as  the  impolicy  of  the  plan  ;  but 
I  was  under  the  necessity  of  avoiding  this,  or  of 
entering  into  a  formal  n^otialion.  To  allure  me 
into  it  was  probably  the  object  of  the  Minister ; 
for  soon  afterwards  he  invited  me  to  discuss,  in 
wriliug,  some  articles  of  the  second  point.  In  my 
answer,  therefore,  of  ibe  23d  of  June,  (No.  17,)  1 
merely  observed  that,  "if  he  conceived  a  recou- 
eilialiou  would  be  best  promoted  by  his  mode  only, 
I  sincerely  wished  it  success." 

Ontbe^Qlbof  June,  I  received  tbe  Minister's 
letter  No.  19 ;  in  which,  after  relaxing  from  the 
first  point  of  his  general  plan,  and  suggesting  tbat 
tlie  third  would  not  meet  with  much  difficolty,  as 
soon  as  the  second  should  be  amicably  adjusted. 


he,  for  ihe  Srst  lime,  proposed  that  I  should  dis- 
cuss in  writing  some  articles  of  the  treaty  com- 
prised under  the  second  point.  Nearly  three 
months  had  then  elasped  since  I  had  declared  I 
could  only  confer  with  him  informally  dd  ibe  ob- 
jects of  ibe  mission  ;  nearly  two  months  since 
he  was  informed  of  the  views  of  the  United  Suiei 
in  regard  to  a  treaty,  and  had  promised  lo  come 
forward  in  a  few  days  with  ibe  project  th««)f; 
and  fix  weeks  since  I  had  apprizetf  hiro  of  my 
intention  to  embark  in  ihe  Sophia.  As  then  ■ 
compliance  with  his  wishes  would  have  girena 
sanciicn,  not  only  to  his  departure  from  the  pIsa 
we  had  agreed  on  for  forming  an  arrangement,  bui 
also  to  the  measure  adopted  by  his  Gtovernment, 
of  accrediting,  at  pleasure,  tbe  whole  ur  a  part 
only  of  a  commission ;  and  as  I  had  frequently 
demanded  my  passport,  by  letters,  as  well  as  by 
my  Secretary,  1  passed  in  silence  his  proposiiioa 
for  discussion,  as  a  measure  he  well  knew  was 
inadmissible,  and  urged,  in  my  letter  of  (be  1st  of 
July.  No.  20,  in  a  more  decided  tone,  the  demaod 
for  the  passport,  dtc. 

On  the  5tb  July,  not  baring  received  an  answer 
to  my  last,  I  called  on  the  Minister,  lo  know  tbe 
cause  of  his  detaining  my  passport,  and  logive 
him  an  opporiuniiy,  before  my  departure,  of  re- 
moving the  obstacles  to  a  plan  of  pacification.  He 
began  by  observing  that,  m  a  note  accompanyiDg 
his  last  letter,  he  had  stated  two  points  respecting 
tbe  Consular  Convention,  expecting  that  1  waula 
discuss  them,  as  he  had  done,  but  I  had  not  uken 
any  notice  of  them ;  that  I  bad  said  I  had  no 
powers.  He  bad  powers  j  and,  of  consequeace,  1 
should  not  compromit  my  Slate,  whilst  he  would 
eompromit  his;  that  1  mighi  take  tbe  discussion 
lo  the  United  States,  and  my  Oovemraenl  might 
judge  of  il ;  thai  when  my  colleagues  were  here, 
the  Government  could  not  treat  with  ibemj  that 
when  they  were  sent  off,  il  was  ready  lo  treat  with 
me;  thai,  although  I  had  no  powers,  I  might  send 
for  them ;  or,  remaining  there,  might  give  my 
Government  an  omioriunity  of  sending  otaer  Min- 
isters, if  I  did  not  choose  to  proceed  in  the  business; 
(hai  in  this  there  would  be  no  responsibility  oo  my 
part;  that  there  were  but  a  few  points  for  discus- 
sion, which  might  soon  be  finished;  and  ihai.ifa 
war  was  the  consequence  of  my  leaving  the  coun- 
try, it  would  be  chargeable  lo  me.  To  which  I 
replied,  that  the  last  proposilion  of  tbe  Directory 
for  me  to  treat,  was  one  which  I  had  before  reject- 
ed i  thai,  in  April  last,  he  knew  I  would  only  cm- 
fer  on  tbe  subjects  of  the  mission,  and  made  do  ob- 
jection to  the  measure;  that,  on  tbe  2Sih  June, 
after  my  baggage  was  on  board,  and  I  was  ready  10 
embark,  he  nrst  proposed  n  discussion  in  vrtting 
of  the  articles  of  ilie  treaty;  that  I  considerei  this, 
however  qualified,  as  a  formal  mode  of  negotiation, 
which  I  had  uniformly  declined  ;  thai,  had  he 
brought  forward,  as  he  had  proposed,  the  plao  ca 
a  treaty,  and  in  il  cjmprised  ihe  articles  which! 
had  stated,  we  might  nave  passed  on  il  exnedi- 
liously,  and  might  have  made  it  acceplsue  If 
both  Oovernmenis;  that  the  most  imporiant  pnU 
might  have  been  first  considered,  and,  if  not  sd- 
justed,  might  have  precluded  the  necessity  of  pu- 
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sing  on  Ihervsi;  that,  in  addition  lo  iheobjeci._  _ 
already  sUled  lu  bis  mode,  il  commeDced  with  (he 
CoDiular  CoDventiou,  wbicb  would  soon  expii 
iLii,  should  wt'  agree  ud  this,  and  on  ihe  les! 
points  of  the  commercial  treaty,  he  may  reserve  _. 
Ihe  last  the  weighty  articles  thereof;  and.  failing 
iti  these,  wemightwasleseveralmoDthsby  a  fruit- 
leis  negotiatumj  that,  should  we  unite  in  all  the 
poiais  wbicb  he  baa  suggested,  his  mode  of  disci 
lion  would  requite  several  months ;  that  the  li 
of  timi;,  by  these  or  other  means,  might  compro- 
mit  the  Goveroment  of  the  United  States,  and 
myself  likewise ;  that,  if  a  war  shonld  be  the 
sequence  of  his  departing  from  the  plan  we 
tffreed  on  for  obtaining  a  treaty,  be  would  be 
chargeable  as  the  cause  of  it.  Tfae  Minister  said, 
the  mode  he  had  proposed  was  generally  adopled 
by  France.  I  replied,  the  other  was  not  unusual, 
and,  iti  the  present  case,  was  preferable,  if  not  iu' 
dispeosable.  He  observed  that  the  notes  which  J 
had  lent  bim,  respecting  the  views  of  the  United 
States,  were  informal.  I  answered  it  was  (rue,  but 
that  1  would  remove  that  difficulty.  He  then  pro- 
posed the  7th  of  July  for  another  interview;  but 
afterwards  put  it  off  till  the  ninth.  On  the  6th  I 
reduced  the  notes  lo  form,  for  constituting  a  part 
of  the  treaty. 

On  The  9th  of  July  I  called  ou  the  Minister,  and 
he  inquired  whether  I  had  teceired  his  letter  of 
that  morning.  I  answered  in  the  negative,  and 
desired  to  know  the  cootenis.  He  replied,  a  dis- 
cussion of  two  other  points  of  the  Consular  Con- 
ventioD,  on  which  I  want  your  opinion  io  writing. 
I  informed  him  that  I  had  stated  the  views  of  the 
United  Slates  without  discussion,  and  expected 
the  same  of  bim  on  the  part  of  France ;  ttut  when 
this  was  done,  I  would  proceed  to  a  conference  on 
each  point,  but  not  to  an  epistolary  discussion ; 
that  such  n  mode  would  require,  of  diligent  aegoti- 
aiioD,  three  months,  and  with  his  official  engage- 
ments, double  that  time.  He  said,  no;  that  it 
would  not  require  as  much  time  as  I  had  conceiv- 
ed ;  that  there  were  at  most  but  six  other  points. 
Ou  your  side,  I  replied,  but  many  on  ours.  He 
answered  "pof  Advantage"  none  besides.  I  said 
that  I  was  glad  to  hear  it;  but  to  such  a  discussion 
as  he  proposed,  1  should  prefer  trealina  effectually. 
Some  of  the  conversation  was  repeated  wbicb  we 
had  on  the  7tb,  and  I  renewed  my  demand  for  the 
passport.  He  answered,  that  my  refusal  lo  dis- 
cuss must  first  be  given  in  writing;,  and  we  parted. 
This  is  the  substancfe  of  the  two  inlerview*- 

On  the  same  day  I  received  the  letter  mention- 
ed at  the  inteview.  No.  21,  dated  the  ISth  Messi- 
dor,  (6th  July,)  in  which,  speaking  of  bis  general 
plan  )n  No.  16,  he  says, ''  hut  il  ii  not  sufficient  to 
aend  these  proposilious  to  your  Government ;  they 
ate  only  the  basis  of  discussions,  necessarv  on 
each  question  of  detail,  the  solution  of  which  we 
ought  10  find;"  although  in  the  lasl  mentioned 
number  he  had  said  in  reference  lo  them.  "I  am 
persuaded  thai  you  will  transmit  to  your  Govern- 
ment exact  documents:  it  will  be  iia  province  to 
take  the  best  measures  for  accomplishing  a  speedy 
reconciliation."  In  the  letter  first  mentioned,  the 
Minister  also  observes,  "  I  have  apprized  you  that 


it  would  be  inconvenient  to  charge  wilh  this  di*- 
cussioD  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Philadelphia. 
Circumstances  hare  rendered  this  iDConvenience 
more  serious,  and  I  do  not  conceal  from  you,  that 
I  fear  new  incidents.  "  The  fact  was,  as  1  ascer- 
tained to  my  satisfaction,  that,  after  the  arrival  of 
the  despaicnes  and  other  intelligence  from  the 
United  Stales,  the  Executive  Directory  appre- 
hended, if  a  Minister  was  sent  there,  that  he  would 
not  be  accredited;  and  that  overtures,  or  any  plan 
unaccompanied  by  a  Minister,  would  meet  a  sim- 
ilar faie. 

On  the  10th  July,  in  my  letter,  No.  22, 1  refused 
an  epistolary  discussion ;  and  demanded  a  definite 
answer  to  my  application  for  a  passport  and  other 

Go  the  15tb  July  I  received  the  Minister's  letter 
of  the  24th  Mesaidor,  (the  13lh  July,)  No.  S3,  in 
which  be  appeals  to  me  for  the  truth  of  bis  asser- 
tion, ''that,  il  nothing  bad  preTented  me  from  pur- 
suing with  him  the  eiamioatiun  of  the  grievances 
which  separate  the  two  countries,  we  should  have 
needed  nothine  mote  than  their  respective  laiifi- 
CBlions. "  Belore  the  arrival  of  the  despatches  of 
the  Envoys,  the  Minister  appeared  to  me  sincere 
and  anxious  lo  obtain  a  reconciliation.  He  had 
proposed,  by  his  secretary,  an  assumption  of  the 
debts  due  to  American  citizens,  whicn  I  rejected; 
but  he  bad  made  no  other  proposition  of  a  loan 
whatever,  and  never  renewed  thai.  Indeed,  his 
views  in  general,  as  far  as  1  could  then  ascertain 
ihein,  were  liberal  in  regard  to  a  treaty.  It  is,  nev- 
eriheless.  impossible  for  me  to  determine  whether 
we  should  have  united  in  opinion  on  every  poiitt 
of  dispute  between  the  Reouolics.  I  bad  a  full  ex- 
pectation that,  by  the  middle  of  June  at  farthest, 
we  should  have  agreed  on  the  plan  of  a  treaty; 
and  that  a  French  Minister  would  have  been  sent 
to  America  for  completing  it.  I  was  likewise  in- 
formed of  the  candidate.  But  after  the  arrival  of 
the  despatches,  although  the  Minister,  in  the  name 
of  the  Executive  Directory,  declared  that  they 
persevered  in  their  pacific  intentions,  he,  probably  ' 
for  the  reasons  slated  in  explaining  No.  SI,  aban- 
doned the  plan  we  had  at  first  agreed  on,  substitu- 
ted B  general  plan  of  negotiation,  discussed  some 
articles  thereof  in  vriling,  and  insisted,  contrary 
to  stipulations,  on  my  answerina;  him  iu  the  same 
mode.  At  this  period,  a  reconciliation  being  quite 
problematical,  one  of  bis  objects  evidently  was  to 
prepare  materials  for  a  manifesto,  io  the  event  of 
a  war,  to  show  that  it  was  a  matter  of  necessity, 
and  not  of  choice.  He  says,  "that  after  the  arri- 
val of  the  Sophia,  I  was  disposed  to  depart;  till 
that  time,  he  had  never  conceived  that  I  had  a  de- 
sign to  embark,  before  tee  thould  have  agreed  on 
"    dejaiitivt  articlea  to  be  ratified  by  my  Govern- 

tf."  Before  andafter  the  arrival  of  the  Sophia, 
I  had  announced  my  intention  to  embark  early  in 
June;  conceiving  that  the  arrangements  might 
be  made  by  that  period.  I  had  no  design,  how- 
ever, of  departing  before  they  were  completed: 
provided,  there  should  have  been  no  reason  todoubt 
of  the  Minister's  disposition,  or  of  the  succeia  01 
our  endeavors  for  obtaining  a  reconciliation.  His 
general  conduct  would  have  been  the  criterion  o{ 
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the  first,  and  our  progress  in  this  busHiess  of  (he 
lasl  point;  but  haring  abandoned  our  original  plan, 
behasnot  gi*eD  me  an  opportunity  to  judge  etTec- 
laally  ol*  either. 

Pn  Ihe20ihof  July,  I  sent  the  Minister  No.  24, 
and  received  oo  the  22d,  his  reply,  No.  25.  In  this 
he  declioea  a  contest  in  regard  to  the  facts  staled 
by  me  in  No.  24,  which  I  was  ready  to  support: 
he  complains  of  my  pioposition  for  lopping  from 
any  future  negotiation  every  preliminary  ofa  loan, 
and  of  explanatioDs  upon  speeches ;  and  refers  to 
his  tetter  of  the  30th  of  Prairial,  No.  16,  to  prove 
^at  this  step  was  unnecessary.  Bui,  although  the 
first  point  of  his  plan  in  that  letter  is  silent  on 
these  demands,  they  might,  as  I  coEJceired,  be  here- 
after revWed,  and  were,  for  this  reason,  brought 
again  Into  view  :  by  these  means  Iliey  were  eflec- 
tually  renounced. 

The  Minster  having,  the  day  before  I  lef^  Paris, 
puMJ^hed  his  Utter,  JJo.  23,  rendered  necessary  the 

Sublication  of  my  answer.  No.  24,  and  the  note, 
lo.  26,  as  a  preliminary  thereto. 

On  the  8th  of  August  I  received  at  Havre,  the 
Minister's  letter,  No.  87,  to  which  No.  2B  is  an  an- 
swer: the  former  contained  the arrd  No.  29;  and 
his  desire  to  send  it  by  the  Sophia  probably  pro- 
duced the  ofEctat  impediments  which  for  several 
days,  prevented  her  sailing.  The  Minister  is  un- 
willing to  admit  that  the  arrli  was  the  efi'ect  of  my 
representations :  I  believe  there  is  no  donbt  of  the 
fact;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  little  consequence. 

Nos.  30  and  31  will  show  that  Mr.  Hautval,  in 
his  letter  to  the  Minister,  relative  to  onr  first  inter- 
view, committed  some  errors  and  candidly  correct- 
ed them.    ' 

Nos.  32  and'33  require  no  explanation. 

No.  34  will  show  the  object  of  the  Dutch  Min- 
ister in  his  conference  with  me,  and  requires  no 
comment.  I  was  before  informed  that  this  gen- 
tlemail,  if  requested,  would  interpose  his  good  offi- 
ces, but  did  not  think  it  proper  to  make  toe  appli- 
.  cation. 

No.  35  has  already  been  the  subject  of  some  gen- 
eral remarks. 

To  No.  9  a  verbal  answer  was  sent  by  the 
Minister,  that  the  letters  and  despatches  therein 
mentioned  "had  never  reached  the  Government." 

On  the  26th  of  July,  I  left  Paris ;  and,  from  the 
best  information  which  I  could  obtain  relative  to 
the  disposition  of  the  Eiecutive  Directory,  (for  I 
never  had  any  direct  communication  with  them) 
they  were  very  desirousof  a  reconciliation  between 
the  Republics.  Every  impediment  to  my  depart- 
ure bad  been  adopted  by  the  French  Minister:  and 
hewould  have  prevented  it,had  he  succeeded  In  his 
plan  of  an  epistolary  discussion.  His  object  was, 
at  I  conceived,  to  gain  time  for ascertainmg  whe- 
ther the  United  States  were  then  disposed  to  a 
treaty;  of  this  he  manifested  doubts,  being  persua- 
ded that  their  resentment  was  too  great  to  admit 
of  it.  He  seemed  also  to  apprehend  that,  in  con- 
sec|uence  of  the  incredible  exertions  of  Great  Bri- 
tam,  and  the  unequivocal  evidence  she  hadeiven 
of  her  ability  to  defend  herself,  they  were  inclined 
to  avenge  their  injuries  by  an  alliance  with  her ; 
and  that,  should  France  come  forward  with  over- 
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tures,  or  the  plan  ofa  treaty,  she  wotild  fail  therein, 

S-omit  her  honor.    I  was,  nevertheless,  of 
at  should  France  be  just  and  liberal  in 

the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates  would  still  meet  her  on  the  ground  of  ac> 
commodalioQ.  My  judgment  was  the  result  of 
their  iostruclionsifor  I  had  never  received  any 
other  official  intelligence  since  my  departure  from 
America;  1  have,  therefore,  uniformly  inculcated 
that  sentiment. 

Having  been  thus  in  a  situation  wherein,  amidst 
a  series  oF  events,  each  has  been  productive  of  fretli 
embarrasments,  I  have  invariably  pursued  what 
to  me  appeared  the  honor,  interest,  and  welftr^ 
of  my  country,  and  been  euided  by  the  sense  of 
the  Government,  as  far  as  I  could  ascertain  it. 

If  the  door  is  still  orien  to  peace,  the  establish- 
ment of  it  must  be  a  happy  event  to  the  United 
States,  as  it  will  exempt  them  from  calamities, 
which,  notwithstanding  delusive  appearances,  will, 
with  short  intervals,  probably  continue,  for  Wf  a 
century,  to  exhaust  and  depopulate  Europe. 

But,  if  the  national  pulse  beats  high  for  war,  and 
the  wise  and  constitutional  councils  of  the  United 
States,  shall  consider  it  as  the  only  safe  and  hon- 
orable alternative,  may  that  Omnipotent  Bein^ 
who  controls  events,  protect  them;  and  may  tbey 
commence  the  war  with  ardor,  continue  it  with 
vigor,  and  terminate  it  with  glory.  That  this  will 
be  the  issue  there  can  be  no  doubt,  whilst  the 
American  Republic  shall  choose  union  for  her 
MOTTO ;  and  profiting  by  the  misfortunes  of  other 
nations,  shall  be  convinced  that  diteord  vnil  iit- 
sure  dependence,  and  concord  independence  in  war 
(Old  peace. 

I  stiall  probably,  when  at  leisure,  give  yoti  some 
other  details  of  less  consequence,  and, in  the  inter- 
im, remain,  sir,  with  much  esteem  and  respect, 
your  very  humble  servant, 

E.  GERRY. 

TlMOTHT  PlOKEBlNO,  Esq_ 

Secretaty  Of  Slaie. 

No.1. 

Paris,  Mi^  12,  1798. 
Sir:  Being  informed  that  Messrs.  Prince  and 
Brownfield,  who  expected  to  sail  in  the  same  ship 
with  General  Marshall,  are  yet  at  Bordeaux,  I  em- 
brace the  only  favorable  opportunity  which  hw 
occurred  since  his  departure,  to  enclose  yoa  a 
copy  ofa  note,  which  I  received  from  M.  Talley- 
rand, Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  dated  the 
14th  Germinal,  (April  3d,)  of  my  answer  of  the 
4th  of  April,  and  of  my  letter  of  the  SOth  of  tbe 
same  month,  being  the  day  after  General  Pinck- 
ney  left  Paris.  I  had  intended  to  have  sent  Dr. 
Tazewell,  who  is  now  in  my  family  as  secretary, 
with  my  despatches  to  onr  Government,  that  no 
time  might  be  tost  in  obtaining  from  it  such  ar- 
rangements for  supplying  my  mace  as  might  have 
enabled  me,  immediatefy  on  his  return,  to  leave 
Prance ;  hut  the  measure  is  become  unnecessary, 
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The  decision  of  the  EZKUtive  Directory  with 
Ttspect  10  my  coUeagues,  after  we  had  obcaJDed 
wbai  we  bad  been  intormed,  in  our  first  conference 
with  Mr.  Bellamy,  was  impracticable,  a  joint  ia- 
lerriew  with  the  Minister  of  Foreigii  Relations, 
&Dd,  after  the  tattei  liad  seemed  disposed  to  «us- 
peod  matters  until  we  could  obtain  from  our  Got- 
emmenl  an  answer  to  our  letters,  was  not  less 
perplexia^  than  surprisiag;  and  their  jiroposition 
Id  [real  with  me  ■eparately  was  iaadmissible.  It 
WIS  a  proposition  to  which  I  had  given  my  nega- 
tive abore  a  month  before,  when  made  to  me,  un- 
der an  injanciion  of  secrecv.  by  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Relations.  I  was  then  informed  that  an 
immediate  rupture  would  be  the  result  of  my  d&- 
partare  from  Prance ;  and  the  same  eommunica- 
lioD  being  a^in  made,  with  Information  that,  if  I 
was  determmed  not  to  negotiate  separately,  this 
QorernmenI  would  be  satisfied  with  my  residence 
here,  until  the  Governmenr  of  the  United  States 
could  take  their  measures,  1  consented  to  this,  from 
public  considerationstolely:  forererypriTateone 
was  opposed  to  it.  In  my  embarrassed  situation, 
not  losing  tight  of  the  great  object  of  our  mission, 
a  reconciliation  with  this  powerful  Republic,  I 
hare  uken  a  position,  by  which  I  mean  to  ascer- 
tUD.  if  possible,  without  compromittinE  the  Oot- 
ernment  of  the  United  States  or  myself,  the  ulti- 
mate views  of  France  with  respect  to  them.  It 
vould  have  been  impossible  forme,  under  exiBiing 
circumstances,  to  have  consented  to  a  separate 
goliation,  had  th«  provision  been  made  in 
powers  and  instructions :  for  two  of  my  colleague*, 
one  from  the  Soatbeni,  and  the  other  from  the  Mid* 
die  StaieK,  having  been  sent  back,  I  could  hare  had 
DO  prospect  of  forming  ■  treaty  which  would  have 
given  general  sttisfection  to  my  country ;  and  I 
could  never  have  undertaken  any  negotiation 
without  that  protpect.  It  is  therefore  incumbent 
on  me  to  declare  Uiat,  should  the  result  of  my  pre- 
sent endeavors  present  to  our  Qorcrnment  more 
pleasing  prospects,  it  is,  nevertheless,  my  firm  de- 
termination to  proceed  no  further  in  this  negotia- 
tion. The  want  of  time  and  health  preventing 
fnriher  eommunicationf  at  present, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  with  great  e 
teem  and  respect,  your  most  obedient,  ^. 

E.  GERRY. 

To  the  8  BOB  START  or  State. 


No.  2. 

pARie,  May  13, 1799. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
the  brigan tine  Sophia  arrived  at  Havre  the  11th 
iDslaQt ;  and  last  evening,  at  the  moment  of  ea- 
closing  my  despatches  to  you  of  yefterdav,  Mr. 
Humphreysdelirered  me  your  letter  of  instructions 
of  the 23d  of  March,  which  shall  be  duly  observed. 
The  arrival  of  this  vessel  is  a  fortunate  circum- 
stance for  me,  and  I  shaU  embark  in  her  for  the 
United  Statesj  in  lien  of  taking  my  passage,  as  I 
had  proposed,  in  one  of  the  American  merchant- 
men, now  in  the  porta  of  France.  The  nltimete 
viewa  o!  thu  Oovernmeni,  which  their  Miniiter 


has  promi.ted  in  writing  in  a  few  days,  shall  be 
ibtaiaed  if  possible.    1  am.  sir,  Ac. 

E.  GERRY. 
To  the  Secretary  op  State. 


No.  3 

The  MiuisteT  of  Eitorior  Halations  to  Mr.  Oeny,  Bu- 
rn; Extraordinsi;  of  the  United  States  of  America 
to  the  Frmeh  RepoUie. 

PARia,  lith  Germinai,  April  3, 179B 

&l\  year  of  the  French  ttepidilu:. 
I  suppose,  sir,  that  Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Mar- 
shall have  thought  it  useful  and  proper,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  intimations  which  the  end  of  my' 
note  of  the  28th  of  last  Ventose  flSth  March, 
1798J  presents,  and  the  obstacle  which  their  knowit 
opinions  have  induced  to  the  desired  reconcilia- 
*'on,  to  ^uit  the  territory  of  the  Republic.  In  this 
ipposition  I  have  the  honor  to  point  out  lo  yoa 
the  fifth  or  the  seventh  of  this  decade,  to  resume 
our  reciprocal  communications  upon  the  interests 
of  the  French  Republic  and  the  United  States  of 
America. 

-     eive.In.-,  ,-,  ^.. 

[.  JilAU.  TALLEYRAND. 


I  had  the  honor.  Citizen  Minister,  of  receiving 
,  >ur  letter  of  the  Uth  Germinal,  (the  3d  instant,) 
and  Mr.  Deutrement,  who  delivered  it,  informed 
me  thai  it  was  intended  to  be  shown  to  General 
Pinckney  and  General  Manthall. 

Whilst  my  colleagues  and  myself,  to  whom  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  hare  entrusted 
the  affairs  of  the  Embassy,  had  a  joint  asency 
therein,  1  have  carefully  imparted  to  them  lul  the 
propositions  which  you  have  requested,  and  the 
relative  conferences,  and  to  youriielf  our  decisions 
thereon  ;  regretting,  at  the  same  lime,  the  unfor- 
tunatesnd  embarrassing  circumstances  which  im- 
posed on  me  this  disagreeable  task.  But  as,  by 
the  tenor  of  your  letter,  it  is  now  expected  that 
they  will  quit  the  territory  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic, it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  be  the  medium 
of,  or  to  take,  any  measures  which  will  be  painful 
to  my  colleagues,  or  not  to  afford  them  all  the  as- 
sistance in  my  power ;  and  it  would  be,  moreover, 
inconsistent  with  tl)c  line  of  conduct  which  you 
well  know,  Citizen  Minister,  I  have  uniformly 
observedj  for  lemoviag  the  unfavorable  impres- 
sions which  existed  on  the  part  of  this  Govern- 
ment against  them.  Indeed,  in  our  last  letter, 
there  is  a  conditional  application  for  pasaportE, 
which,  as  it  appear;  to  me,  supersedes  tne  neces- 
sity ofa  hint  to  them  on  this  subject ;  and  Gen- 
eral Marshall  is  waiting  impatiently  for  an  an-, 
swer  to  that  part  of  it  which  respects  a  letter  of 
safe  conduct  for  the  vessel  in  which  he  and 
his  suite  may  take  passage  for  the  United  States, 
to  determine  whether  be  shall  embark  from  France 
or  from  Great  Britain  ;  but  the  unfortunate  situ- 
atioD  of  General  Pinckney,  with  respect  to  the 
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critical  state  of  bis  daughter's  heakh,  render: 
utterly  impossible  for  him  to  depart  under  exi 

You  haye  proposed,  Citizen  Minister,  the  fifth 
or  serenlh  of  this  decade  for  me  to  resume  ( 
prendre}  our  reciprocal  communicalions,  upon 
the  interests  of  the  French  Republic  aud  of  the 
United  Stales.  The  reciprocal  communications 
which  we  have  had  were  such  only  as  I  have  ' 
luded  lo  in  tbe  beginning  of  this  letter,  nnli 
your  proposition,  accompanied  with  an  injunction 
of  secrecy,  for  me  to  treal  separately,  is  consider- 
ed in  (bat  light.  To  resume  this  subject  will  be 
unavailing,  Because  tbe  measure,  for  the  rea 
vrhich  I  iheo  urged,  is  utterly  impracticable.  I 
can  only  then  confer  informally  and  unaccredit- 
ed, OQ  any  subject  respecting  out  mission,  and 
communicate  to  the  Govemmeot  of  the  United 
Slates  the  result  of  such  conferences,  being, 
my  individual  capacity,  unauthorized  to  give 
them  an  official  stamp.  Nevertheless,  every  mea- 
sure in  my  power,  and  in  conformity  with  the 
duty  I  owe  to  my  country,  shall  be  zealously  pur- 
sued to  restore  barmony  and  cordial  friendship 
between  tbe  two  Republics.  I  bad  tbe  honor  of 
calling  on  you  last  evening,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  thiscom munication  verbally  ;  but,  as  you 
were  absent,  lo  prevent  misconceptions,  I  have 
thought  it  best  to  reduce  ii  to  writing. 

Accept,  I  pray  yon,  Citizen  Minister,  tbe  as- 
surances of  my  perfect  esteem  and  respect, 

E.  GERRY. 

To  the  MiNiBTEB  OF  PoHEioN  Affairs 

of  the  French  Republic. 

No..  5. 
Pahib,  April  20, 1798. 

(1  Floreal,  an  6.) 

CtTiZEH  Minister:  My  colleatrues  having  been 
under  the  necessity  of  departing  from  Paris,  have 
left  me  in  the  most  painful  situation,  as  it  respects 
themselves,  tbe  Government  and  nation,  which  I 
bad  the  honor  with  them  to  represent,  and  my  per- 
sonal circumstances.  The  alternatives  presented 
to  my  choice  were  the  continuance  of  my  rcsi 
dence  here,  or  an  immediate  rupture  on  my  de- 
parture ;  I  have  chosen  the  former,  prompted  by 
every  consideration  of  ibeduty  I  owed  my  country. 

The  object  of  this  Government^  in  roy  remain- 
ing here,  as  announced  in  your  official  note  of  ihe 
14th  Germinal,  (3d  Ajiril,)  was  '■  to  resume  our 
reciprocal  communicauons  on  the  interests  of  the 
French  Republic  and  of  the  United  States."  My 
answer  informed  you  that  "  J  couid  only  confer 
informally  and  unaccredited,  on  any  suDJect  re- 
speciiog  our  mission, and  communicate  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  the  result  of  such 
conferences,  being,  in  my  individual  capacity,  un- 
authorized to  give  iheman  official  stamp."  This, 
then,  I  consider  as  the  line  of  conduct  well  under- 
stood to  be  observed  on  my  part ;  and,  in  ibe  pres- 
ent slate  of  affairs,  Citizen  Minislerj  1  flatter  my- 
self that  propositions  for  terminating  all  differ- 
ences for  the  restoration  of  harmony  and  friend- 
^ip,  and  for  the  le-eatablishment  of  commerce 


between  the  United  Stales  and  France  will  b« 
promptly  made  on  the  part  of  the  latter;  ibat  they 
will  be  such  as,  corresponding  with  the  justice 
and  magnanimity  of  this  great  nation,  and  with 
Eouod  policy,  will  insure  success;  that  1  ^bail 
have  an  opportunity  of  soon  embarking  for  the 
United  States,  and  presenting  ihem  to  my  Gov- 
ernment for  their  consideration  ;  and  that  all  fur- 
ther depredations  on  our  commerce,  by  Ihe  French 
cruisers,  will,  in  the  interim  be  prohibited.  If,  in 
forming  ibis  arrangement,  I  can  render  any  ser- 
vices, you  may  be  always  sure  of  my  immediate 
and  cheerful  co-operation. 

Measures  like  these  will  at  once  ezti^uiih 
those  coals  of  discord  which,  kindled  into  a  &ine. 
must  be  destructive  of  the  respective  interests  of 
the  two  Republics  ;  will  not  only  restore  but  in- 
crease, if  possible,  their  former  confidence,  and 
terminate  in  a  competition  for  excelling  each 
other  in  mutual  acts  of  generosity  and  kindness. 

In  any  event,  Citizen  Minister  1  flatter  myself 
it  will  not  be  thought  necessary  for  me  to  remain 
long  in  France,  as  the  state  of  my  family  and 
affairs  requires  my  immediate  reluro  to  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  as  their  Consul  General  will  con- 
tinue his  residence  here,  which,  pending  ttegotia- 
tion,  will  answer  every  political  purpose. 

I  pray  you,  Citizen  Minister,  to  accept   the  as- 
surances of  my  most  peifecl  esteem  and  regard, 
E.  GERRY. 

To  the  Minister  op  Foreign  Affairs 

<^lhe  French  JteptMic 

No.  6.  _ 
The  Minister  oTEiteriar  Ralalioni  to  Mr.  Gwiy,  En- 
voy of  the  United  StatM. 
Pahib,  Ulk  Pmirial, 
6th  year  of  the  Republic,  (.May  30,  1798.) 

1  communicate  to  you,  sir,  a  London  Gazette, 
of  Ihe  26ih  of  last  Floreal,  [May  15, 1798.]  Yon 
will  therein  find  a  very  strange  publication.  I 
cannot  observe,  without  surprise,  thai  intriguers 
have  profited  of  the  insulated  condition  in 
which  the  Envoys  of  the  United  Stales  hare 
kept  themselves,  lo  make  proposals  and  hold  con- 
versations, the  object  of  which  was  evidently  lo 
deceive  you. 

I  pray  you  to  make  known  to  me  immediately 
the  names  denoted  by  tbe, initials  W.  X.  Y-  and 
Z.,  and  that  of  the  woman  who  is  described  as 
having  had  conversations  with  Mr.  Pinckney 
upon  the  interests  of  America.  If  you  are  averse 
to  sending  them  to  me  in  writing,  be  pleased  to 
communicate  them  confidentially  lo  the  bearer. 

I  must  rely  upon  your  eagerness  to  enable  the 
Government  to  fathom  those  practices,  of 'which 
I  felicitate  you  on  not  being  the  dupe,  and  which 
you  must  wish  to  see  cleared  up.  Accept  the  as- 
surance of  my  perfect  con!<ideraiion, 

OH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

No.  7. 

Paris,  May  31, 1798. 
Your  letter,  Citizen  Minister,  of  the  llth  Pru- 
rial,  [SOth  MayJ  and  the  gazette  to  which  it  n- 
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fers,  were  deliTered  to  be  by  Mr.  ;  the  lat- 
ter coaiaiDs  the  whole  of  the  inroroial  negotta- 
lions  coDimuaicaied  by  the  Eoroys  to  iheir  OoV' 
ernoieoi,  Rod  Ihe  letter  stales  tW  certain  in- 
triguers have  made  proposiltODs  and  held  coDver- 
nlioos  with  the  Enroys,  Ihe  object  of  which  was 
Ctidemly  to  deceJre  Ihem.  You  have,  therefore, 
desired  me  to  commuDicale  their  names.  If  any  of 
those  persons  were  unauthorized  lo  act,  or,  having 
deGaite  powers,  hare  exceeded  thein,  they  cer- 
uinly  hare  abused  this  Oovemment  and  the  Ed- 
Tofs  likewise  ;  but  I  am  incomnetent  to  judge  of 
these  points,  as  they  did  not  proauce,  to  mv  koow- 
lege,  credentials  or  documents  of  any  kind. 

The  publications  referred  lo  are  sufficient  to 
ihow  the  delicate  situation  I  am  in  with  respect 
to  the  names  of  the  persons,  and  are  marked  with 
snch  circumstances  as  to  enable  you,  I  flatter  my- 
ulfj  to  investigate  the  subject  wiihoQt  insisting  on 
any  communications  on  my  part. 

To  free,  however,  some  innocent  persons  from 
tuspicioiu  which  are  said  to  hare  embarrassed 
them,  I  have  no  objection  to  declare  thai  three  of 
the  persons  were  foreigners,  and  that  the  fourth 
■cteil  merely  as  a  messenger  and  linguist. 

You  will  obserre.  Citizen  Minister,  how  ex- 
tremely averse  the  Envoys  were  from  such  an  in- 
formal mode  of  proceeding,  by  their  answer  of 
October  the  30th,  lo  certain  propositions  previ- 
ously made  to  them;  that,  on  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, they  agreed  to  put  an  end  to  such  an  inter- 
conrse ;  and  that  they  carried  into  effect  tbeir  res- 
olmioo,  notwithstaadioK  ibe  reiterated  attempts 
made  afterwards  to  defeat  it.  They  conceived 
it  nevertheless  to  be  iheir  duly  to  make 
municatioo  of  the  whole  to  their  Oovernm 

Accept,  Citizen  Minister,  the  assurances  of  my 
perfect  esteem. 

E.  GERRY. 

To  the  Mikisteh  or  Fobeion  ApFiiaa 

t^the  French  RepuiAic. 

No.  8. 


Pabib,  I3f&  Prairial,  Gth  year, 

(June  1,  1798,) 

I  hare  received,  sir,  your  letter  of  yesterday. 
You  infomi  me,  Isl,  that  the  ^zelte  presented 
contains  all  the  iaformal  negotiations  communi- 
cated by  the  Envoys  to  their  Ooveromenii  2d, 
that  the  persons  referred  to  have  not  produced,  to 
your  knowledge,  any  authority,  any  document  of 
any  kind  whatever,  to  accredit  themselve-s  3d, 
that  three  of  the  individuals  mentioned  (that  is  to 
■ay,  in  the  order  in  which  I  have  placed  them, 
W.  X.  Y.]  are  foreigners,  and  the  fourth  (that  is 
to  say  Z.)  acted  only  as  messenger  and  inter- 
preter. 

Although  I  perceive  your  repugnance  to  nam- 
ing those  individuals,  I  must  earnestly  request 
you  to  yield  it  to  the  importance  of  the  object. 
Be  pleased,  therefore,  1st,  either  to  give  me  their 
names  in  writing,  or  communicate  tbem  confiden- 


tially to  the  bearer;  2d,  lo  name  Ihe  woman 
whom  Mr.  Pinckney  mentions;  3d  to  tetl  me  whe- 
ther any  of  the  citizens  attached  to  my  service, 
and  authorized  by  me  to  see  the  Envoys,  tola 
them  a  word  which  had  the  least  relation  to  ihe 
disgusting  proposition  which  was  made  by  X.  and 
Y.  to  give  any  sum -whatever  for  corrupt  distri- 
bution. Receive,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  per- 
fect consideration. 

OH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 


No.  9. 

Pasis,  June  1. 1796. 
Citizen  MiniaTiR:  Being  oflSciallv  informed 
that  sundry  letters  for  General  Marshall,  Mr.  Mur- 
ray, our  MinistCT  at  the  Hague,  Mr,  Bourne,  our 
Consul  at  Amsterdam,  the  house  of  Lange  ft. 
Bourne,  and  myietf^  captured  in  the  American 
ship  Farmer,  some  lime  since,  and  sent  to  Rotter- 
dam, were,  by  order  of  Mr.  Delacroix,  transmit- 
ted to  Pans,  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  he 
received  from  this  Grorernment,  and  having  made 
several  unsuccessful  efforts  to  recover  these  de- 
snatches,  permit  me  to  request  your  awistance  for 
obtaining  them  without  further  delay. 

Accept,  Citizen  Minister,  the  assurances  of  my 
perfect  esteem  and  respect. 

E.  GERRY. 
To  the  MiNiBTEn  op  Fobeiok  ArrAtitfl 

of  the  Frtneh  Bepubiic. 

No.  10. 
Pabis,  June  3. 1798, 
{Prairial  15,  on  6.) 

Citizen  Minister:  Mr. has  delivered 

me  your  letter  of  the  13th  Prairial,  wherein,  afler 
recapitulating  a  part  of  mine,  of  the  31st  of  May, 
you  request  me  immediately  lo  submit  to  the 
importance  of  the  object,  and,  1st,  to  give  yon, 
in  wriiing,  or  commUDJcaie  coofidentiairy  to  him, 
the  names  of  those  persons  designated  by  the  let- 
ters W.  X.  Y.  Z. ;  Sdty,  to  name  the  woman 
quoted  by  Mr.  Pinckney;  3dly,  to  inform  yon 
whether  any  of  the  citizens  attached  to  your  em- 
ployments, and  authorized  by  yon  to  see  the  En- 
voys, have  said  one  word  whicn  had  the  least  rc- 
laiion  to  the  shocking  proposiiion  which  has  been 
made  by  X.  and  Y..  for  us  to  deliver  any  sum 
whatever  for  a  corrupt  distribution. 

With  respect  to  the  persons  designated  by  X. 
Y.  Z.,  I  will  enclose  you  their  names  boder  my 
hand  and  seal,  on  your  assuring  me  that  they  BhaJl 
not  be  published  on  my  auihoriiy, although  the  mea- 
sure does  not  appear  tome  necessary  for  their  dis- 
covery ;  and  Z.,  as  he  informs  me,  has  made  him- 
self known  to  you.  But  W.  never  having  spoken  to 
me  a  word  relative  to  X., or  to  any  part  of  onr  com- 
munications, the  maniTest  impropriety  of  my  ^ving 
hearsay  information  will.  I  preaume,  apologise  for 
omitting  it. 

I  cannot  give  you  the  name  of  any  lady,  for  no 
one  has  made  any  political  communications  to  me 
since  my  arrival  in  Paris. 

In  regard  to  the  citizens  attached  to  yonr  em- 
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ployments,  and  authorized  by  you  to  see  Ifae  En- 
Toys  OD  your  official  coramUDication*.  I  do  not  re- 
collect a  word  from  any  of  ihem  which  bad  the 
least  rel alio D  lo  ihe  proposition  made  by  X.  and 
V.  in  their  iDformal  Degolialions  to  pay  money 
for  corrupt  purposes.    Accept,  &c^ 

E.  GERRY. 
To  tbe  MiNisTEH  OF  FoRKiON  Affairs 

of  the  French  RepiMic. 

No.  11. 

Th«  MiniaUtof  Eiterior  ReUtioD*  to  Hr.  Oen;,  Enyoj 

of  the  United  8t«tM. 

Pabis,  \Qth  Prairial,  6th  year, 

{Uh  June,  1798.) 
Your  letter  of  yesterday,  sir,  has  just  been  hand- 
ad  to  me.  Yon  may  render  to  me,  in  perfect  con- 
fidence, the  names  you  mencioa  to  me,  under  your 
band  and  seal.  1  assure  you  that  they  shall  not 
be  published  OS  coming  from  you.  Receive,  sir, 
the  assurance,  &c~ 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

No.  12. 
Pabis,  June  —,  1798, 

Prairial,  — ,  6  an. 
The  names  of  the  persons  designated  in  tbe 
communications  of  the  Earoys  Extra  ordinary  of 
the  United  States  to  tbeir  GoTernmpni^  published 
in  the  "  Commercial  AdTerliser"  of  the  Uth  of 
April  last,  at  New  York,  are  as  follows: 

X.,  is  Mr. -• 

Y.,  is  Mr.  Bellamy. 
Z.,  is  Mr.  HauiTal. 

E.  GERRY. 
To  the  MiHiBTBa  or  FosBiaii  Affairb. 

of  the  French  Bepublic. 

No.  13. 

Pabis,  June  10, 1796. 

Citizen  Minister  :  Having  been  informed  by 
my  secretary,  on  the  7th,  that  you  proposed  to 
■write  to  me  the  beginning  of  this  decade,  I  hare 
impatiently  expected,  but  not  yet  rvceired  your 
communications, 

The  arrival  of  the  newspapers,  coatainiog  tbe 
detpaiehes  of  the  Earoys  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  after  embarrassing  and  detain' 
ing  me  a  fortnigut,  has  produced  a  publication, 
wherein  it  is  declared  that  this  Republic  -'will 
never  cease  to  manifest  her  dispositions  to  live  in 
peace  with  America." 

If  this  decbivtion  really  is,  as  it  appears  to  be, 
<fficial  and  expressive  of  the  seuse  of  this  Oovem- 

■  Mr.  Geny  has  inmtod  the  proper  nune  of  X.  in 
dns  dMumrat.  •>  given  t«  Mr.  TaUevruid ;  bat  the 
fenon  dedgnated  t^  JC.  not  having  (Uke  Y.)  avowed 
niewelf,  the  ^mioa  mode  In  the  Envoys  u  him  and 
Y., "  that  Ibair  names  should  in  no  event  be  mode  pub- 
lic," is  sliU  oUigotoiy  on  the  Executive  in  respect  to 
X.,  and  tbeieliire  his  name  is  omitted. 

T.  PICKBBINO. 


ment.  and  is  followed  by  a  system  of  policy  su- 
perior to  unimportant  considerations,  permaneiii 
friendship  may  soon  be  eaitabUsbed  between  the 
two  Republics. 

When  it  is  considered  ibal  nine  monihs  hin 
elapsed  since  the  arrival  in  Paris  of  the  Miaisltrs 
who  were  charged  with  this  important  negoiiaiiou, 
and  six  weeks  since  thedepailureof  iwo  oftbemj 
when  this  delay,  and  a  series  of  the  most  UDfonu- 
nate  eveota,  have  ineriiably  produced  alsnuiiig 
apprehensions,  on  the  part  of  the  QoreremenlaBd 
otizeosof  the  United  States,  that  FrsDce  is  hos- 
tile towards  ibem,  and  waits  only  for  a  faronble 
opporlunily  lo  evince  it ;  when  France  herwlf,  ia 
the  publication  mentioned,  has  decUred  thii  hei 
enemies  flatter  themselves  with  the  hope  of  el- 
ciiing  in  the  United  Siatea  a  war  againsiher; 
when  in  this  belief  she  must  be  convinced  that,  in 
such  a  critical  state  of  affairs,  events  are  too  rapid 
to  admit  of  delay  ;  when  such  is  tbe  decision  and 
ability  of  this  Government,  in  some  of  its  nmi 
important  negotiations,  as  to  require  bui  a  few 
days  10  compleie  them ;  I  flatter  myself  thai  cucb 
an  arrangement  on  the  part  of  this  Govemmni 
will  speedily  be  made,  as  will  manifest  its  amia- 
ble dispositions  towards  the  United  Siaies,iiuiM 
the  apprehensions  of  their  Government,  op«D,  on 
a  liberal  system,  the  channels  of  their  commerce 
with  this  country,  and  aflbrd  them  a  well-grotrnd' 
ed  assurance  of  a  speedy  and  happy  issue  to  iheir 
efforts  of  peace. 

The  brigantine  Sophia,  Heury  Geddes,  niasiei. 
in  which  I  mean  immediately  to  embark,  is  na- 
rional  property;  but,  nevertheless,  subject,  as  is 
represented,  to  detention  by  the  embargo  at  Havre; 
I  must  teoue^t,  therefore,  an  order  for  exempting 
her  from  tbis  prohibition. 

My  passport,  and  tbe  letter  of  safe  conduct  for 
the  vessel,  are  not  yet  received.  Accept,  I  pia; 
you,  &,c., 

E.  GEBRY, 

To  the  Minister  of  FoREiaif  Affaibb 

i^the  f>mck  ItepMic- 

No.  14. 
The  Ministar  of  Exterior  Kelaliotia  of  the  Freadi  itc 
public  to  Mr.  Gtxij,  Envoy  of  the  United  Bulo- 
Pabis,  22  Pmiriai,  Glh  year, 

(June  10, 1798.) 
You  could  hitherto  have  remarked,  sir,  in  mj 
letters  of  the  11th,  13th.  and  16ih  of  this  maaEh, 
nothing  but  my  eagerness  to  fathom  the  dark  in- 
trigue therein  referred  to,  and  to  discover  its  rami- 
fications. All  further  esplaDation,  in  tbis  lespecl, 
would  be  beneath  tbe  dignity  of  the  French  Gov- 


But  I  will  not  preserve  the  same  rilence  on  the 
intention  manifested  by  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Uoiied  Stales  to  the  LegisUiiire,<" 
the  14th  Germinal,  (April  3d,  1799,)  by  the  na- 
lure  of  the  documents  adduced  as  putainiD^  <a 
the  ba^is  of  a  negotiaiioD,  b)^  the  rapid  publiciiT 
given  to  tbis  strange  collection,  by  the  concral- 
ments  made  of  the  ^cial  comtnumcations.  Thai 
too  well  peroeiTcd  in  Fianee  aad 
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America  to  require  a  develop  men  I.  Il  is  guffi- 
cienl  to  repel  the  rumor  so  injuriously  spread  of 
Ae  hoaiile  disposiiioD.i  of  France  \  I  will,  there- 
fore, refer  myself  lo  the  QOte  addressed  to  the  En- 
ropoD  tbe  20th  of  last  Veulose,  (March  18, 1798.) 
1  doubt  not  that  they  will  have  promptly  forward- 
ed it  to  the  Presideot  of  the  United  Slates;  and 
I  must  believe  that,  ai  soon  as  it  shall  be  made 
jHiblic  il  will  eSace  from  the  minds  of  the  Ame- 
rican people  the  ill-fouoded  uoeasiness  which 
they  have  been  made  to  eoteriaiD.  As  !□  tbe 
FreDCh  Garernment,  superior  to  all  the  personal- 
ides,  to  all  the  maaceuvres  of  its  enemies,  it  per- 
serveres  in  the  intention  of  conciliating  with  sio- 
ceiily  all  tbe  differences  which  have  happeoed 
betireen  the  two  countries.  I  confirm  it  to  you 
anew.  Tbe  French  Republic  desires  to  be  re- 
stored to  the  lights  whicn  its  treaties  with  youi 
GoTernmeflt  confer  upon  it,  and  throush  tnose 
iDeans  it  desires  to  assure  yours.  You  claim  in- 
demnities; it  equally  demands  them  ;  and  this 
disposition  being  as  sincere  on  tbe  part  of  thi 
Garemment  of  the  United  States,  as  it  is  on  it! 
pirtjwill  speedily  remove  all  tbe  diifficullies. 

It  remains  for  me  to  ask  you,  sir,  whether  you 
ue  at  length  in  a  situation  to  proceed  towards 
this  iiDporiaDt  object.  Receive,  ur,  the  assuiaace 
«f  my  perfect  consideration. 

CH.  MAU.  TALLKYRAND. 


No.  15. 


Hr.  Ggnj  b 


D  the  Minwler  of  Fonigu  Affiura  of  I 
Frandi  lUpnblic 

Pabis,  June  13, 1798. 

1  have  received.  Citizen  Minister,  your  tetter  of 
tlie  23d  Prairial,  flOth  June,)  wherein,  aftei  ' 
forming  me  that  all  further  explanation,  respecting 
the  dark  intrigue  in  question,  will  be  befow  the 
dignitjr  of  tbe  French  Qoveriunent,  you  sav  that 
pQ  will  not  keep  the  same  silence  upon  the  in- 
tcDtion  maoifealed  in  tbe  Message  or  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  the  Legislature,  the 
Ifth  Germinal,  (3d  April ;)  in  (he  nature  of  the 
pieces  produced,  as  forming  part  of  a  uegotia: 
ID  the  rapid  publicity  given  to  this  strange 
lection  ;  aod  in  the  concealment  of  official  < 
manicaiions,  by  which,  in  the  subsequent  part  of 
four  letter,  you  allude  to  your  note  to  the  Envoys, 
ofthe28th  Ventose,  (ISlli  March  last.) 

If  the  wishes  and  interests  of  the  two  Republics 
catUoadly  for  an  accommodatioo  of  their  differ- 
ences, [and  of  this  the  Ghivernment  of  France,  as 
veil  as  that  of  the  United  Suies,  appears  to  be 
ecovinced,)  is  not  a  restoration  of  friendship  be- 
iveen  them  one  of  the  most  direct  means  for  ac- 
compliabing  that  desirable  objecti  And  is  it  not 
altogether  neglected  7  Tbe  unfounded  prejudi 
ees  against  tbe  President  of  the  United  States,  ii 
regard  to  his  Message,  will  be  manifest  by  com- 
[Qring  it  with  his  omciat  duty,  designated  by  the 
CoDaiitution,  and  also  by  referring  to  the  dates  of 
your  note  and  of  hisMessage;  whereby  it  will  ap- 
pear that  ^e  latter  was  bat  sixteen  days  later  than 
the  former,  and  that  it  was  impossible  that  tbe 


President  cotild  have  received  your  note,  or  con- 
cealed il  from  the  public.  Tbe  Government  of 
the  United  SiaieSj  pure  in  its  principles,  just  in  its 
obiecis,  aikd  wise  in  its  councils,  is  alsu  superiorto 
all  persotialities ;  and  I  wish  these  may  forever 
se  ;  for  sure  1  am  that,  from  such  a  source,  no 
Kood,  but  infinite  injuries,  may  result  to  the  two 
Republics.  You  conceive  that  your  note,  which 
was  duly  transmitted  by  the  Envoys  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, when  published,  will  etiace  from  the 
minds  of  the  American  people  their  unfounded 
inquietude.  Of  this  I  can  form  no  judsment; 
but,  before  you  addressed  that  note  to  the  Envoys, 
the  proposition  therein  contained  had  been  made 
treat  separately,  and  I  bad  stated  that  the 
was  in  itself  impolitic,  and,  asii  respected 

>elf,  impossible. 

have,  nevertheless,  contrary  to  my  wishes  and 
interests,  complied  with  your  subsequent  proposi- 
tion for  remaining  here  to  prevent  a  rupture.  I 
have  been  happy,  since,  by  your  repeated  assur- 
ances that  this  Government  was  sincerely  dis- 
posed to  reconcile  all  differences  between  the  two 
countries,  and  probably  would  soon  make  an  ar- 
rangement adequate  to  the  object.  Indeed,  I  had 
great  reason  to  nope  thai  1  should  have  been  fur- 
nished with  a  copy  of  it  before  my  leaving  Paris, 
and  I  earnestly  wished  it,  lest  the  disappoiDtmenl 
which  miebt  result  from  my  return  to  t£e  United 
Slates  without  il,should  produce  unhappy  effects; 
but  the  vessel  in  which  I  am  to  embark  being 
ready  for  sea,  waits  only  for  my  arrival  at  Havre, 
with  the  requisite  documents  for  the  voyage. 
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nited  Staler  to  meet  this  Govern- 
ment on  tbe  ground  of  the  esistins  treaties  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  and  to  do  justice  to 
France,  as  well  as  lo  receive  it  from  her,  is  too 
evident  to  admit,  for  a  moment,  of  the  least  doubt ; 
but  I  again  repeat  that  1  have  no  powers  to  enter  on 
the  negotiation.  Nevertheless,  the  proposed  at- 
rangement  might  be  made  by  this  GoTernment, 
and  aMinisterbe  sent  to  America  to  complete  it;  OS 
il  is  of  little  consequence  to  either  in  which  ua- 
lioQ  the  negotiation  is  concluded,  but  of  great  im- 
portance to  both  that  it  should  terminate  in  an  im- 
mediate accommodation,  and  in  the  restoratioo  of 
their  friendship.  I  presume  that  in  this  our  wishes 
are  alike  sincere  and  ardent, and  that  the  magnani- 
mous policy  of  this  Qovernment  to  persevere  in 
the  intention  to  reconcile  with  sincerity  all  the 
differences  between  the  two  countries,  will  have 
a  speedy  and  happy  effecL  Accept, Citizen. Min- 
ofmy  perfect  respect. 

E.  GERRY. 


No.  16. 


Paris,  30(A  Prmrial,  6(A  yeor, 

{Jwie  \m,  1798.) 

I  have  received,  sir,  your  answer  of  tbe  27ib  of 

this  month,  to  my  letter  of  the  22d.    You  takethe 

trouble  to  observe  lo  me  that  ray  note  of  the  28th 
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Veatose,  (18th  March,  1798.)  could  not  hare  made 
s  part  of  the  documeois  cotDiiiunicnted  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  on  the  14th  Oer- 
mioal,  (April  3d,  1798.)  Do  me  the  justice  to 
believe  that  I  hare  not  committed  this  mistake. 

You  persist  in  thinking  that  four  powers  and 
your  instructions  do  not  permit  you  to  proceed  to 
the  conciliating  of  the  dinereaces  belweenour  two 
Republics.  You  even  aooounce  to  me,  posiiirely, 
four  departure  for  the  United  States  in  ibe  vessel 
which  youiOoTernmeni  has  despatched  to  Havre. 
I  should  have  presamed  that,  afVer  having  re- 
ceived and  iransmirted  to  Philadelphia  my  note 
of  the  28th  Ventose,  that  one  of  the  Envoys,  whose 
impartial  diapoaitions  appeared  to  promise  a  recon- 
ciliation, would  wait  at  Paris  for  further  inslruc- 
tionsand  powers,  if  he  had  need  of  them.  It  even 
appears  to  me  that  these  documents  cannot  now 
be  long  in  reaching  you,  provided  your  Glovera- 
roent  is  is  averse  to  a  rupluie  as  you  assure  me. 
The  part  you  take  tends  to  give  room  lo  conjecture 
that  the  vessel  arrived  at  Harie  has  only  brought 
yoQ  orders  similar  to  the  acts  of  which  I  com- 
plained OD  the  22d  of  this  month. 

Nevertheless,  air,  such  is  the  sincerity  of  the 
assurances  which  I  have  given  you  in  the  name 
of  the  Executive  Directory,  on  the  28ih  Ventose, 
ftnd  which  I  have  since  repeated  to  you,  notwith- 
standing the  most  irritating  provocations,  that  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  explain  myself  to  you  as  if  you 
were  in  a  situation  to  receive  my  overtures. 

All  negotiation  between  France  and  the  United 
States  must  essentially  rest  upon  tliree  principal 

lat.  Frank  and  amicable  declarations  concern- 
ing certain  circumstances  which  malevolence  has, 
and  may  yet.  misrepresent 

I(  is  utterly  false,  notwithstanding  the  public 
and  private  insinuations  which  have  been  made 
in  private  writings  and  in  solemn  acts,  thai  the 
French  Government  has  ever  sought  to  detach 
the  people  of  the  United  States  from  the  Consti- 
tution they  have  r'ven  to  themselves.  It  has 
complained  of  the  American  Cbvernment.  but  to 
the  OovernmeDt  itself  Justice  demanded  that  it 
sboitld  render  homage  to  the  sympathy  of  a  free 
~'^ple  for  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  it  did  not  go 


rx. 


The  Secretary  of  Slate,  Mr.  Pickering,  has  in- 
serted in  his  public  letter  to  Mr.  Pinckney^  (of  the 
16lh  of  January,  1797.)  assertions  against  the 
good  faith  of  France  in' the  negotiations  of  1783, 
which  have  no  other  foundations  than  the  inter- 
ested communications  of  the  English  negotiator. 
It  is  a  loikg  time  that  thisioetdious  weapon,  forged 
by  the  enemies  of  France,  has  been  used  in  the 
dark. 

It  is  of  importance  to  the  two  countries  to  un- 
derstand eacti  other  equally  concerning  the  true 
value  of  several  docnmentt  published  as  emanat- 
ing from  the  French  Government,  and  of  the  pri- 
vate acta  of  certain  agents,  whom  it  has  disavow- 
ed. In  effect,  it  is  only  by  destroying  all  the 
germs  of  distrust  that  a  good  understanding  can 
reappear,  and  continue  hereafter  without  oeing 
obscured. 


3d.  Fixing  the  meaning  of  several  articles  of 
the  treaties  between  the  two  countries,  and  the  ab- 
solute enjoyment  of  the  rights  which  flow  from 
them. 

Long  before  the  war,  the  9ih  and  13th  articles 
of  the  convention  of  the  14th  of  November,  I7B8, 
the  first  relalire  to  deserters,  and  the  second  rela- 
tive to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Consuls,  were  a 
continual  source  of  altercations.  They  have  be- 
come completely  null  by  interpretationsforeignto 
their  manifest  intent.     It  is  necessary  to  p^ecl 

By  the  6(h  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Alliance, 
France  has  renounced  the  Bermudas,  New  Bruns- 
wick, Nova  Scotia,  Cape  Breton,  Canada;  in 
other  words,  it  has  renounced  the  procuring  for 
itself  of  one  of  the  ports,  wbich  would  have  Deen 
BO  necessary  for  it  to  possess  for  the  protection  of 
its  sugar  islands.  It  devoted,  in  preference,  the 
effort  of  its  arms  lo  the  defence  of  the  Uailed 
States.  It  was  understood  that  it  should  find  pro- 
poriionate  advantages  in  their  poris.  One  of 
these  advantages  is  found  implicitly  in  the  ITib 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  of  the  same 
day.  The  French  ships,  public  and  pnvate,  may 
freely  enter  into  the  American  ports  with  the  pri- 
zes which  they  may  take.  The  ships,  public  and 
private,  of  the  enemies  of  France,  who  may  have 
taken  prizes  from  it,  shall  not,  on  the  contiarf, 
have  any  asylum  in  those  ports.  Such  is  the  lit- 
eral sense,  such  is  the  intended  sense.  Does  good 
faith  permit  a  distinction  between  the  vessels  of 
the  enemies  of  France,  who  leave  their  prizes 
without  the  port,  and  those  who  come  in  arith 
ihem  7  Can  it  be  decided  that  the  latter  only 
should  be  excluded,  without  evidently  violating 
the  clause  of  the  treaty  which  is  the  most  im- 
portant to  France  ?  Can  it  be  invalidated  by 
subsequent  engagements  1     Doubtless  not. 

In  virtue  of  the  same  17ih  article,  no  authority 
whatever  of  the  United  States  is  permitted  to  in- 
terfere with  the  prizes  taken  by  French  shiK 
public  and  private.  The  captains  are  only  bonna 
lo  show  their  commissions,  because  it  is  necfssa- 
ry  to  be  able  to  distinguish  the  pirate  from  author- 
ized vessels.  It  is  also  lawful  to  demand  the  re- 
lease of  a  prize  taken  within  the  extent  of  ihe 
jurisdiction,  that  is  to  say.  within  the  reach  of 
cannon  shot.  But  what  abuse,  what  vexations, 
what  odious  chicanery  have  flowed  from  the  de- 
viation from  the  meaning  of  the  article  1  The 
Governmeut  of  the  United  States  has  rejected 
the  precautions  suggested  to  remedy  the  evil,  ex- 
perience has  shown  that  without  those  precautions 
the  article  i^  illusory. 

The  United  States  permitted  the  saleof  French 
prizes  until  Prairial,  4th  year  (May  or  June,  1796.) 
At  this  period  the  Supreme  Court  decreed  the 
revocation  of  this  advantage,  in  virtue  of  theSith 
article  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Briwin.  The 
27th  article,  nevertheless,  adds,  that  that  treaty 
shall,  in  no  respect,  alter  those  which  the  United 
States  may  have  previously  contracted.  But  the 
liberty  enjoyed  by  the  French  vessels  of  w*'^ 
selling  their  prizes  is  derived  from  the  17th  ind 
22d  artielea  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  of  the 
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ftelationa  intA  France. 


61I1  Pebruarr,  1778.  The  17ili  artide  would  be 
of  litlle  value,  if  it  were  conlined  (o  tbe  rigbl  of 
asylum.  The  22J  arlicle  would  be  mere  surplus- 
i^f,  if  it  djd  not  declare  a  right  for  the  Freaeh  and 
ID  inlerdiclioD  for  lb«ir  enemies.  Great  Britaia 
obtaiaed  a  similjr  right  only  on  condition  that  it 
EJioald  be  without  force  in  all  cases  wherein 
France  should  be  interested.  When  the  United 
States  concluded  their  treaty  with  Holland,  in 
October,  1763,  the  memory  of  the  treaty  of  1778 
was  not  yet  weakened,  and  the  exclusive  priri- 
leee  of  the  23d  article  of  the  lalter  is  formally 
acknowledged  in  the  23d  article  of  tbe  fonuer. 

The  same  32d  article  of  tbe  treaty  of  1778  must 
be  apnealed  to  against  the  refusal  gjven  to  French 
reisels  of  war  to  make  any  change  of  their  orma- 
meni  in  the  United  States.  If  tbe  desire  to  pre- 
Teal  the  disorders  of  which  the  American  Qot- 
ernment  camplained,  induced  the  Committee  of 
PaMic  Safety,  in  the  beginning  of  tbe  second  year, 
to  cause  all  original  armament  in  the  name  of  the 
Republic,  in  the  United  States,  to  be  stopped,  it 
did  not  intend  that  the  abandonment  of  a  doubtful 
pfttenaion  sbould  carry  with  it  that  of  ao  explicit 
tight. 

Id  the  23d  and  S4ih  anicles,  France  and  tbe 
United  States  have  agreed  that  the  neutrality  of 
the  flag  should  determine  that  of  tbe  cargo,  and 
hire  contracted  the  loo  extended  caialogue  of 
eoDtnband  merchandise.  It  would  have  been 
pleasing  to  the  Republic  to  see  in  general  preva- 
inre,  a  system  conformable  with  sound  Juatice, 
and  which  it  flatters  itself  one  day  to  extend.  But 
bow  could  tbe  obligation  remain  reciprocal  be- 
tween it  and  the  United  States,  when  there  no 
]oii|B;er  remained  a  parity  of  situation. 

The  English  Oovernment  has  abu^d  the  liberal- 
ity of  France  to  her  injury,  since  the  commence- 
ment of  1793,  and  has  not  even  spared  American 
cargoes  boanil  to  French  ports.  Principles,  con- 
tnry  to  those  which  influence  the  Republic,  have 
been  consecrated  since,  in  the  17th  and  ISth  arti- 
clesof  the  Treaty  of  London.  It  is  doubrless  a 
fwced  concession  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
who,  until  then,  made  it  their  glory,  in  all  tbeir 
treaties,  to  aim  at  the  liberty  ot  the  seas;  but 
finally,  it  is  a  concession  itiade  by  them  in  favor  of 
England.  France  oncrht  to  enjoy  it,  in  virtue  of 
tbe  second  article  of  me  Treaty  of  Paris  :  its  re- 
grets cannot  render  it  insensible  to  its  rights. 

Iioaght,  in  virtue  of  this  itecond  article,  which 
readers  immediately  common  to  it  every  favor 
iceonled  by  the  United  States  to  any  nation  what- 
ner,  to  claim  some  other  parts  of  the  Treaty  of 

3d.  The  impartial  examinatioa  of  the  damages 
which  have  resulted  from  the  deviation  from  the 
treaties  of  1778. 

The  treaties  which  bind  tbe  two  nations  have 
been  insensibly  rendered  insignificnat  by  sophisti- 
cal iDterpretations,  The  clearest  clauses  have 
been  finally  denied.  The  American  Qovernment 
has  never  {mid  re^rd  to  tbe  successive  complaints 
of  tbe  Ministers  Plenipoteoiiary  of  tbe  Republic. 
ic  baa  never  admitted  them  to  enter  into  confer- 
tnee  on  this  subject.  It  has  always  taken  tipon 
5th  Con.— Ill 


itself  to  decide ;  although  in  every  reciprocal  con- 
tract, neither  parly  possesses  the  exclusive  right  of 
interpretation.  After  having  exhausted  Itself  in 
represenlalion.i,  the  French  Government  was' 
obliged  to  cause  its  complaints  10  be  unfolded  for 
the  Tiist  time,  on  the  25th  Brumaire,  fifth  year, 
(November,  1796.)  Stripped  of  the  advantages 
which  the  most  sacred,  the  most  liberal  treaty  as- 
sured to  it,  it  has  been  forced,  in  order  to  bring  the 
United  States  back  to  their  obliiniions  to  Franca, 
to  imitate  the  conduct  which  England  pursued 
previously  (o  the  Treaty  of  London. 

That  CoiiTt  moderated  its  measures  after  ita 
object  was  accomplished :  the  present  complaints 
of  the  United  States  might  have  been  prevented, 
if  those  oi  the  French  Government  had  been  at- 
tended  to.  The  complaints  which  the  United 
Stales  now  make  are,  in  fine,  only  the  conae- 
quence  of  a  state  of  ihin^  which  has  cost  the 
French  Republic  and  ita  citizens  the  most  couaid- 
ernble  damages.  The  French  Government,  nev- 
ertheless, has  not  ceased  to  ofler  the  exact  justice 
which  ii  demands.  It  has  never  refused,  and  never 
will  refuse,  to  enter  into  discussion  upon  every 
proper  subject. 

I  have  given,  sir,  to  these  three  points  a  large 
development.  We  are  very  near  an  agreement, 
when  we  really  desire  it  on  both  sides,  and  when 
we  candidly  aamit  the  state  of  the  question.  Yoa 
see  the  negotiators  requite  very  general  tnsiruo- 
lions,  in  order  to  obviate  ihe  inconveniences  which 
ate  prolonged  even  until  now.  1  believe,  to  fix 
the  meaniug  of  our  treaties,  it  will  be  proper  to 
draw  up  a  declaraiioo  concerning  it,  to  be  hereaf- 
ter obligatory  upon  the  two  parties,  and  consider- 
ed as  making  part  of  the  original  acts;  a  declara- 
tion which,  that  it  may  have  the  force  of  law, 
should  be  CKiablisbcd  by  tbe  ratiScations  which 
the  Constitutional  forms  respectively  require. 

The  United  Stales  are  placed  in  thathappy  un- 
connected state,  which  makes  them,  doubtless,  set 
a  particular  value  upon  the  clauses  of  their  trea- 
ties, relative  to  their  commerce  and  navigation,  It 
is  the  efieetuf  the  long  neutrality  which  tney  hare 
the  hope  of  mainlaining.  But  France,  although 
firmly  determined,  since  it  has  become  a  Repub- 
lic, to  live  in  peace  with  all  nations, cannot  flaitet 
itself  with  esciiping  the  scoarge  which  periodical- 
ly torments  Europe  ;  and  prudence  requires  that 
it  preserve  the  rignts  which  treaties  secure  to  it,  in 
neutral  ports,  in  lime  of  war.  With  this  double 
:  view,  the  American  negotiators  digested  the  Trea- 
I  ty  of  Commerce  of  1778.  Although  it  be  reeip- 
I  rocal  npon  the  whole,  some  provisions  are  more 
'  specially  applicable  to  the  fixed  position  of  ih« 
United  States;  and  others  have  allusion  only  to 
the  eventual  pnsition  of  France.  The  latter  has 
made  great  sacrifices  for  tbe  independence  of  the 
former.  Prance  has  stipulated  few  advantages'— 
advantages  which  do  not  in  any  respect  injure  the 
United  Stales,  and  the  lawfulness  of  which  no 
foreign  nation  can  contest.  The  French  Repub- 
lic will  never  renounce  them. 

It  is  now  in  the  power  of  the  United  Slates  to 
realize  the  dispositionE  which  yon  manifeat  m 
their  name.    The  prudence  of  your  conncxiona  in 


idbyGoOgle 


8491 


3492 


Rdatiotu  mih  Prance, 


Fraace  has  preserved  jrou  from  the  prejudice* 
wbicb  it  is  difficult  not  to  contract,  wbea  one  is 
le«3  on  his  guard  against  foreign  and  domestic  in- 
tiiguea.  I  persuade  myself  that  you  will  tiansniit 
to  vour  GoTernment  odIjt  accurate  documents.  It 
will  belong  to  it  to  pursue  ibe  best  measures  to 
effect  a  prompt  recoaciliation  ;  aud  I  ardently  de- 
■ire  that  they  may  correspond  with  the  wish  of  the 
Execuiire  Directory. 

1  continue,  however,  to  think  that,  instead  of 
rettiTDiog  to  the  Uaited  Siateti,  it  would  be  prefer- 
able that  you  should  ask  for  the  instruraents  ne- 
cesury  to  the  negotiation.  Notbiog  could  more 
accelerate  the  drawing  together  of  those  ties, 
wUcb  the  French  Republic  and  the  true  Ameri- 
cans have  regretted  to  see  relaxed.  Your  presence 
at  Paris,  if  the  powers,  which  must  be  supposed  to 
be  on  the  road,  should  soon  arrive,  may  momently 
iccomplish  the  object  which  we  both  ambitiously 

Your  departure,  on  the  contrary,  will  give  a 
new  Bciirity  to  the  plot*  laid  for  precipitating  the 
two  countries  into  measures  which  are  as  repug- 
nant to  their  inclination  as  to  their  interests. 

The  French  Government  being,  besides,  pene- 
trated with  the  same  sentiments,  which  you  testi- 
fy, trill  hereafter  wait  for  what  may  be  addrnsed 
to  it,  and  with  pleasure  will  behold  you 
organ.  Accept,  sir,  the  assurances  of  mv  perfect 
«Huideration. 

CH.  MAO.  TALLEYRAND. 

No.  17. 

Mr.  Qerry  to  the  Klnistar  of  Foreign  Affiun  of  tl 

French  Republic. 

PiRia,  ./un«  22,  1798. 

Ireceired,  Citizen  Minister,  on  the  ereoing  of 
the  20tb  instant,  your  letter  of  the  30th  Prairial 
(18th  of  June.)  ia  answer  to  mine  of  the  13th. 
Tou  say  vou  hare  not  made  the  ntsiake  respect- 
ing your  letter  of  the  28ih  Ventose.  I  am  not  dis- 
|>osed  to  impute  to  you  a  mistake,  if  you  hare  not 
made  it;  although  I  think  that  your  letter  will 
warrant  the  construction  I  gave  it:  be  this  as  it 
may,  justice  requires  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  should  be  free  from  the  imputa- 
tion of  baring  concealed  official  communications, 
when  he  had  published  all  which  it  was  possible 
for  him  to  have  received. 

You  should  have  presumed,  as  you  state,  thai, 
after  having  received  and  transmitted  to  Philadel- 
phia your  note  of  the  28th  Ventose,  (the  18th  of 
March,)  1  would  wait  at  Paris  for  mstructions. 
and  further  powers,  if  necessary.  But  I  had  a 
tight  to  expect,  from  what  had  passed  between  us 
before  the  arrival  of  the  brigantine  Sophia,  and, 
indeed,  after  it,  that  1  should  have  received,  for 
ihe  consideration  of  the  Qovernment  of  the  United 
Slates  propositions  on  the  part  of  this  Qovern- 
ment for  reconciling  the  diflerences  and  restoring 
friendship  between  the  two  Republics;  that  I 
should,  ere  this,  have  been  on  my  passage  to  the 

Enited  Sutes ;  and  that  a  French  Minister  would 
>ve  been  sent  to  Philadelphia  to  complete  the 
^^tiation. 


1  accordingly  informed  you,  before  the  artivsl 
of  the  brigantine,  that  I  should  embark  for  Amer- 
ica in  June ;  and,  after  her  arrival,  that  I  ibaoU 
take  my  passage  in  her,  as  soon  as  she  could  be 
fitted  for  the  sea. 

You  have  statedj  and  developed  three  poiaii,  on 
which  you  conceive  the  negotiation  between 
France  and  the  United  States  ought  esseatishy  to 
rest  Your  letter  on  this  subject  I  will  carefully 
communicate  to  my  Government;  and  if,  sfiei 
the  voluminous  official  discussions,  on  the  put  of 
each  of  the  Republics,  of  the  subjects  in  dispute 
between  them,  you  conceive  that  a  recoaciiiitioo 
will  be  best  promoted  by  this  mode  only,  I  sin- 
cerely wish  it  success. 

You  say  that  France,  in  her  treaty  with  ibe 
United  States,  has  stipulated  few  advaniages 
which  in  no  wise  injure  them,  and  the  legalitjf  of 
which  cannot  be  contested  by  any  foreign  natioa. 
Yoti  then  add,  that  the  French  GoveromeDi  will 
never  renounce  them. 

The  Oovernment  of  the  United  States  never 
desired  of  France  a  renunciation  of  any  right,  to 
which  she  is  entitled  by  their  existing  treaties;  in 
construing  some  parts  of  these,  the  two  Goveni- 
ments  hare  different  opinions :  but  this  is  not  un- 
usual between  nations ;  and  when  they  are  amica- 
bly disposed,  and  governed  by  the  principles  yon 
hare  justly  laid  down,  that  neither  parly  bas  the 


right  of  exclusive  interpretation,  they  are  gecenl- 
I*  successful,  if  direct  measures  fail,  in  adjusting 
their  disputes  by  arbitration :  this  mode  has  bees 


lUccessfulTy  adopted  by  the  United  States  with 
other  nations. 

My  connexions  in  France,  Citizen  Minister, 
have  neither  preserved  me  from,  nor  subjected  me 
to  prejudices.  I  am  governed  by  my  own  princi- 
ples; those,  you  may  be  assured,  will  always 
prompt  me,  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty,  to  present 
to  my  Government  exact  documents  and  state- 
ments of  facts. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  apply  to  the  Goven- 
nent  for  tne  necessary  instruments  to  conduct  tke 
LCgotiation.  On  the  other  hand,  sbnuld  such  s 
proposition  be  made  to  me,  I  should  certainly,  un- 
der existing  circumstances,  decline  it.  Neverthe- 
less, I  again  assure  you,  that  it  will  give  me  ™ 
greatest  pleasure,  if,  by  any  other  means,  1  csn 
contribate  to  a  just  and  honorable  accommodatiOD 
of  the  differences  between  the  two  Republics. 

My  return  to  the  United  Slates,  which  is  indis- 
peusable,  cannot,  as  1  conceive,  be  attended  wiin 
the  effect  yon  mention ;  more  especially  as  the 
connexion  between  the  two  countries  will  be  still 
kept  up  by  their  respective  Consuls.  Accept,  Cit- 
izen Minister,  the  •ssurauces  of  my  perfect  re- 
ipect. 

H.  GBBBY- 

No.  18. 
Mr.  Gerry  to  tha  Minister  of  Foraign  RsUtions  of  the    i 
French  Repobhc  I 

Paris,  June  35,  17% 
Citizen  Hihisteb  :    I  am  again  under  (he  im-    | 
ceaity  of  aj^ytng  for  necessary  documanu  to  ea- 
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Bdattom  vith  Fiance. 


able  me  to  return  tothe  Uaiied  States;  and  as  yuu 
eaaaol  be  inseosible  of  the  nunifest  disadvantages 
OD  my  part  resuliiog  from  tbe  delay  of  them,  I 
presume  that  they  are  now  in  readioess.  Accept 
sleeiu  and  respect. 

E.  GERRY. 


Pasib,  9tA  Metaidor,  6th  year, 

(June  87,  1798.) 

In  aDswering,  sir,  your  letter  of  ibe  4th  of  this 
moDth,  (22d  June,  1798,]  Ire^ret  that  lam  ohlired 
(0  recnr  to  the  first  paragraph.  1  complaiaed  inac 
tbe  publications  made  at  Philadelphia  on  tbe  19ih 
Getmiaal,  (8th  April,  1798,^  dia  not  contain  all 
ihat  your  QuTeinment  then  Knew,  You  supposed 
that  I  aUuded  to  mv  note  of  the  28th  Ventose, 
(ISth  March,)  which  could  not,  however,  hare 
reached  the  President.  I  begged  you  not  to  atirib- 
nte  that  mbtake  to  me.  You  appear  to  adhere  to 
fooi  inter^euiioo.  from  tetpect  lo  your  HUcer- 
iiy,  of  which  I  cannot  doubt,  I  will  surmount  my 
repugnance  to  minule  digresaions,  and  wilt  point 
out  to  you  that  one  of  the  concealments  which  is 
Ike  most  striking. 

1  have  been  lurniihed  from  the  United  States 
with  the  clearest  proofs,  supported  even  by  ar- 
IicIgs  extracted  from  the  American  papers,  of  the 
knowledge  which  subsisted  there  before  Qerminal, 
(before  the  21st  of  Man-b,)  of  the  objeciiona  of 
the  BieeutiTe  Directory  to  any  negotiation  with 
two  of  the  Envoys,  and  of  its  express  desire  of 
Irntiag  with  you.  In  effect,  I  early  testified  to 
you  these  dispcnitions ;  and  the  declaration  on  this 
tubject,  inaei-ied  to  my  note  of  the  28ih  Ventose, 
(IBih  March,)  was  only  the  official  expression  of 
tthiDg  already  comprenended as  wellat  Philadel- 
pkia  as  at  Paris. 

Pdt  the  rest,  sir,  let  us  hereafter  pass  over  these 
ueless  episodes,  and  let  not  our  communications 
farther  beat  the  tint  of  recriminations.  Those 
who  are  truly  impartial,  will,  perhaps,  discover  a 
degree  of  ^nerosity  in  this  proposition  coming 
tram  my  side. 

Let  us  seriously  resume  our  explanations.  It  is 
for  facts  to  prove  the  reality  of  the  intentions  pro- 
fessed on  both  sides.    My  last  letter  attested  to 


pnited  States  to  be  doubted.  How,  then,  bappena 
it  that,  after  bavingreceivedproposilioas,  wherein 
everything  is  combined  for  a  frank  and  prompt 
coaeiliaiion.  you  in  some  sort  shi^t  the  door  against 
all  future  advance? 

You  seem  to  insinuate  that  these  propoailionii 
kave  long  been  delayed.  They  could  not  bare 
been  made  until  after  the  departure  of  your  col- 
l(*gnes;  the  first  open  negotiations  upon  the  differ- 
ences which  subsist  between  the  two  countries 
lake  their  date  only  since  that  recent  period:  notb- 
iaswas  entered  upon  as  long  as  tbe  toree  Baroys 
WCK  present:  oitQ  alone  manifested  a  temper  of 


reconciliation.  Afterwards,  some  time  was  neces- 
sary to  unite  the  views  you  suggested  with  tbe 
determioatiou  the  Executive  Directory  has  made, 
to  place  the  respective  interests  in  front.  I  did 
not,  above  all,  partake  in  your  opinion  coocemiog 
the  utility  of  your  carrying  the  overtures  of  the 
French  Government  personally  to  Philadelphia; 
and  I  never  thought  it  advantageous  to  s^nd  thith- 
er a  Minister  Pleoijpateniiary  from  the  Republic 
before  the  happy  issue  of  tne  negotiations  com- 
menced. I  was,  nevertheless^  about  to  transmit 
tbe  result  of  my  reflectioas  in  the  beginning  of 
PrairiaL  (between  tbe  SOib  and  the  last  of  May,) 
when  the  incident  happened,  which  for  a  momen 
suspended  the  principal  object.  I  do  not  see  what 
delay  I  could  have  prevented.  I  am  mortified 
that  circnmsiaoces  have  not  rendered  our  progress 
more  rapid,  and  it  is  in  order  to  accelerate  it,  as 
well  as  to  obviate  everv  new  casualty,  that  I  have 
pressed  you  in  my  last  letter  lo  remam  at  Paris. 

Did  you  not  come  here,  sir.  to  establish  friend- 
ship between  the  two  Republics,  and  determined 
to  spare  aotbing  to  attain  this  end^  desirable  to 
the  United  States  as  to  Francel  Do  not  the  full 
powers  given  to  the  Envoys  authorize  them  to 
negotiate  separately?  Is  it  after  what  has  passed 
at  Philadelphia  that  you  can  withdraw  yourself? 
Ought  you  to  do  so  when  tbe  French  GovernmeuC, 
superior  to  all  resentments,  and  never  listening  to 
anything  but  justice,  manifests  itself  anxious  to 
conclude  a  solid  and  mutually  satisfactory  agree- 
ment? I  have  invited  you  to  request  promptly 
new  powers,  if  you  thought  you  stood  in  need  of 
them,  and  thev  were  not  on  their  passage.  You 
answer,  that  tnia  step  it /or  you  impotribU,  and 
that  you  viould,  begtda.  under  tJ^ating  cireuM- 
tlamxi,  decline  taking  upon  youraelf  the  ctmduci- 
ing  ofths  negotiation,  if  it  was  confided  to  you.  I 
cannot  reconcile  this  language  with  tbe  avowed 
object  of  your  voyage  to  France,  with  your  full 
powers,  with  your  attachment  to  your  country. 
with  the  assurances  you  do  not  cease  to  give  oi 
the  sincerity  of  your  Government. 

1  commend  these  ob^tervaiioQ  to  you,sir.  Reflect 
on  the  possible  consequences  of  your  departure, 
and  judge  for  yourself,  whether  he  who  truly  wishes 
for  peace  ougnt  to  consent  to  it. 

Let  us  continue  more  and  more  to  advance  the 
work  we  have  entered  upon.  I  may  almost  veo- 
tuie  to  say  that  ii  is  your  duty.  The  propositioDS 
which  I  have  made  lo  you  embrace  three  points. 

The  first  will  take  but  little  time,  and  may  be 
postponed. 

The  third  will  doubtless  experience  no  difficulty 
on  either  side,  after  the  second  shall  he  amicably 
settled. 

It  is  to  the  second,  therefore,  that  we  should 
first  attend;  and  it  is  so  much  tbe  more  important, 
as  it  embraces  the  source  of  all  our  difiereoces. 
A  calm  and  candid  discussion  will  successively 
clearupevery  article  of  them.  I  do  not  see  that  the 
voluminous  discussions  which  have  been  entered 
into  at  Philadelphia  have  shed  any  light  upon  it. 
They  have  rather  contribuled  to  set  up  the  pas- 
sions in  the  seat  of  reason.  Our«  shall  always  b^ 
followed  by  a  conclusion  either  in  the  ci 
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admissioD  of  the  right  Teciaimed.  Ir  is  necessary, 
in  order  to  effect  tbeactdeclaratory  uf  the  aeaoinf; 
of  our  trealiea.  As  toihe  erenlual  arbiirBment  of 
a  third  Power,  I  do  oot  know  whether  the  United, 
States  have  sometimes  had  recourse  to  it.  The 
French  Republic  bas  ncrer  experienced  the  want 
of  it;  and  lam  persuaded,  that,  on  this  particular 
occasion,  it  will  readily  come  to  an  uuderstandiog 
with  the  Uoited  States,  if  they  are  determined  to 
be  JDsI  towards  it,  as  it  desires  to  be  towards  them. 

Let  us  begin  with  the  ninth  article  of  the  Con- 
■ular  ConreDtioD  of  the  14ih  Norember,  1788.  I 
aoiiex  a  note  npon  the  difficulties  its  executioo 
meets  with  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  It 
■ball  be  followed  by  similar  notes,  upon  each  of 
which  we  will  endeavor  to  come  to  an  agreement. 

Accept,  sir,  &e. 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 


Note  upon  tbe  Mh  artkia  of  the  ConTention  between 

Franca  and  the  UnitadSuiea,  of  dw  14diNoTanber, 

1788. 

The  beginning  of  this  article  declares,  "  that  the 
Consuls  and  Vice  Consula  may  cause  to  be  arrest- 
ed the  captains,  officers,  mariners,  sailors,  and  all 
olherpersons,  being  part  of  the  crewfioflhe  vessels 
of  their  respective  nations,  who  shall  hare  deserted 
from  the  said  vessels,  in  order  to  send  them  back 
and  transport  ihem  out  of  the  country.  For  which 
purpose  ihe  said  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  shall 
address  themselves  to  the  courts,  judges,  and  offi- 
cers amipetent."  Befure  1792  it  freouenily  hap- 
pened that  the  jadees,  acting  oDdiT  the  authority 
of  the  individual  Slates,  have  pretended  thai  they 
were  incompetent.  On  the  14ih  April,  1792,  an 
■ct  of  Congress  declared  that  ihe  district  judges, 
actinff  Udder  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
ahould  be  competent.  All  the  judges  of  the  indi- 
Tiduat  Slates  have  since  thought  themselves  justi- 
fied in  declining  to  render  their  aid;  but  as  there 
are  many  more  ports  iu  the  United  Stales  than 
district  judges,  and  as  they  do  not  even  always  re- 
side at  a  port,  the  French  Consuls  and  Vice  Con- 
■ols  have  often  been  unable  to  hinder  desertion,  to 
the  gfeat  detriment  of  the  vessels  of  their  nation. 
The  Consuls  of  the  United  States  do  not  experi- 
ence those  difficulties  in  the  ports  of  the  Republic. 
Reciprocity,  as  well  as  the  meaning  of  the  article, 
require  that  it  should  be  declared  "  ihat  all  the 
i^cers  of  justice  having  power  to  order  the  arrest 
of  mariners,  shall  be  considered  competent,  and  as 
nich  bound  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the 
Consuls,  in  the  manner  and  in  the  cases  stipu- 
lated." 

The  article  proceed^*,  "  aud  shall  demand  the 
said  deserters  in  writing,  proving,  by  an  exbibi' 
tion  of  the  registersof  the  vessel  or  >>hip's  roll,  that 
those  men  were  part  of  the  said  crews." 

The  mariners  have  often  waited  till  the  de- 
parture of  their  vessel  to  desert,  and  have  after- 
wards not  only  braved  the  authority  of  the  Con- 
sul, but  served  to  debauch  other  crews.  It  has 
often  been  sufficient  for  them  to  go  from  one  port 
to  the  nearest  nei^boring  port  to  be  secure  from 
idl  pursuit.    The  Consul  being  no  longer  able  to 


produce  the  roll  with  ease,  or  not  having  il  in  his 
power  to  detach  it  from  the  vessel,  where  it  shauU 
remain,  is  no  longer  admitted  to  make  a  claim. 
He  in  vain  produces  a  copy  of  the  roll  made  in 
chancery  and  duly  authenticated ;  no  faith  ii 
ascribed  to  it,  notwilhslanding  the  tenoioflhe 
Grat  paragraph  of  the  5tb  article  of  the  conrni- 
tioa  ;  it  i^  maintained  that  the  original  toll  is  ne- 
cessar][ ;  and  thus  the  spirit  of  an  important  ilipn- 
lation  is  destroyed  by  the  ambiguity  attributed  10 
the  letter.  Il  would  he  requisite  to  declare  "  that, 
by  register  ot  ship's  roll,  not  only  the  origiail  i* 
understood,  but  every  authentic  copy  or  eilrac^ 
certified  to  be  conformable  to  the  original,  by  a 
judge  of  the  country,  before  the  departure  of  the 
vessel,  and  that  this  extract  or  copy  shall  have,  in 
all  the  ports  of  the  respective  Powers,  the  sane 
force  with  the  original  for  tbree  months." 
CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 
TV  AKnUter  of  Exterior  Betatumi. 
Paris,  9tA  Mettidor,  6th  year. 

No.  20. 

Mr.  Geii7  to  the  Minlatei  of  Foreigii  A&in  oT  Hw 

French  SepnUic. 

PiHiB,  July  1, 1798. 

I  have  received.  Citizen  Minister,  on  the  lllk, 

Sour  letter  of  the  9ih  Messidor,  (<i7th  of  June,) 
ut  without  an  answer  to  mine  of  the  25ih  of 
June,  or  the  documents  therein  demanded  for  my 
voyage  to  America.  You  say,  ""  they  have  fur- 
nished you  from  the  United  Stales  wiih  ihe  moil 
clear  proofs,  supported  even  by  articles  eiliacleJ 
from  ihe  American  papers  of  the  knowledge  which 
they  had  there  before  Germinal  (20ih  of  March) 
of  the  objections  of  the  Executive  Directory  to 
any  negotiation  with  two  of  the  Envoys,  and  of 
iis  formal  desire  to  treat  with  me."  Admiitii^ 
this,  it  does  not  prove  to  my  mind  that  the  Prni- 
dent  of  Ihe  United  Suies  bad  received  official 
communications  and  concealed  them  ;  but  it  is  a 
convincing  proof  that  the  information  of  these 
facts  must  have  been  sent  from  hence  lo  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  whensecrecy  respecting  them,  imposed 
on  me  previously  to  their  communication,  was 
strenuously  insisted  on. 

You  have  made  what  you  consider  a  ffenetous 
proposition,  that  our  comtuunicatioos  should  not  be 
tinged  withaoymorerecriminations:  is  thcsubw- 
quent  part  of  yout  letter  altogether  fr«e  from  themt 
My  sifence  on  the  abuse  offered  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  its  Envoys  In  general, 
and  myself  in  particular,  in  an  anonymonih  '>*'' 
apparently  official  publication  of  the  7th  afJun^ 
must  afford  you  unequivocal  evidence  that  I  had 
already  adopted  the  mea-mre  voti  have  proposed. 

II  is  inconceivable  to  me  that,  licing  without 
powers  to  negotiate,  my  return  lo  the  United 
Slates,  afier  such  long  notice,  can  be  supposed  Id 
any  degree  lo  close  the  door  to  auboequent  slep 
for  a  reconciliation.  The  door  has  always  been 
and  still  is  open,  on  the  part  of  the  GovcromenI 
of  the  United  Slates.  It  is  impossible  for  my 
Government  to  exceed  it  in  the  moderation  aud 
juatice  of  its  measures  towards  France,  or  in  iU 
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perseTertDce  and  patience  to  execute  (bem;  but 
It  haiiD^  failed  io  two  allempta,  will  aot  France 
make  one  effort  lo  obtain  a  reconciliation  between 
the  Ino  Republics?     Consider   the  disagreeable  Lof 

EredicBment  in  which  the  Gorernmenl  of  the 
'cited  States  has  been  inroluatarily  placed,  and 
jtis  conceived  you  cannot  fail  to  see  the  propriety 
and  policy  of  this  mea^^ure. 

I  have,  in  my  last  letter,  stated  to  you  truly 
vhat  I  conceived  was  well  umlerstood  between 
aSgTeapectingmy  return  to  the  United  Slates  with 
the  OTeriures  of  France,  and  her  sending  a  Minis- 
ter there  to  complete  the  Degotialion.  Mow  we 
rould  misunderstand  each  other  on  these  points  is 
to  me  incomprehensible.  Be  this  as  it  may.  it  is 
not  very  material  who  is  to  be  the  bearer  of  the 

iroposilions,  if  they  are  such  as  can  be  accepted 
I  the  United  States. 

You  inquire  whether  I  am  nut  come  to  estab- 
lish friendship  between  the  two  Republics,  and 
dtierniined  to  spare  no  pains  to  aitain  this  desira- 
ble object?  Judge  yourself,  Citizen  Minister, 
wlieiher  I  have  not  faithfully  discharged  my  duty 
ID  this  respect. 

YoD  ask  whether  I  am  not  authorized  to  treat 
seiaratelyT  Had  my  colleague*  relinquished 
their  office,  been  recalled,  or  by  physical  means 
been  disqualified  to  act,  my  powers  would  have 
been  adequate  lo  a  separate  negotiation,  and  I 
would  have  entered  on  it  without  delay.  As  mat- 
ter! are  cltcucustanced,  I  have  no  such  powers. 
You  differ  from  me  in  opinion  on  this  subject,  but 
Imn.iiabide   by  my  own  judgment. 

You  declare  that  France,  superior  to  all  resent- 
ment, and  only  listening  to  justice,  manifests  a 
zeal  to  conclude  a  treaty  solid  and  muluaily  satis- 
factory. Be  assured,  Citizen  Minister,  that  the 
United  Stales  will  with  ardor  meet  such  a  dtspo- 
lition  on  the  part  of  France ;  and  that  it  cannot 
fail  of  success,  if  accompanied  with  a  suspension 
of  the  long  and  ruinous  depredations  on  our  com- 
merce, and  with  proper  arrangeuienEs  for  a  ne- 
golialion. 


his  month  to  my  letter  of  the  9th.    I  will  not  con- 
eal  from  vou  that  this  kind  of  correspondence 
ne  tne  more  pain  as  it  injures  ibe  prepress 
business. 

i  clear  that  hefim  Germaud  (before  21st  of 

March)  the  intentions  of  the  Executive  Directory 

be  known  at  Philadelphia  but  by  com- 

n  from  Paris;  but  I  attest  that  they  did 

proceed  either  from  the  French  Oovernment, 

its  agents,  or  from  any  one  whatever,  to  mf 

knowledge. 

In  the  meantime,  let  us  admit  the  gratuitotu 

pposition  that  you  make  upon  this  subject.    Is 

it,  inerefore,  less  true  that  mv  overtures  to  treat 

with  you  were  known  in  the  Dnited  States,  when 

it  was  there  declared  that  Prance  refused  all  ne- 


lo  my  last  letter  you  will  perceive  that,  having 
nriicularly  referred  to  the  mode  adopted  by  the 


i,  I  could  o 


y  referred  ..  ._ 

Dnited  States  with  other 
lude  ID  that  of  deciding,  by  Ci 
putes  which  could  not  be  adiuHted  by  d'irecl 
means.  You  have  misconceived  my  intention,  if 
yon  supposed  it  extended  to  the  eventual  arbitra- 
tion of  a  third  Power. 

My  frequent  applications  for  a  passport,  letter 
of  safe  conduct  for  the  vessel,  and  her  exemption 
from  ihe  embargo  at  Havre,  have  been  altogether 
nonoticed.     I  hope  you  will  nut,  by  the  contii 
BDceufthis  unusual  mode  of  conduct,  render 
eiplanaiion  of  it  immediately  necessary. 

Accept,  Citizen  Minister,  the  assurances  of  my 
perfect  respecL  E.  GERRY. 

No.  21. 
TIm  Minutei  of  Ezterior  Bel»tiaQi  to  Hr.  Oeny. 
Pabib,  18(A  Memidor,  Uidy  6,  1798.) 
6tA  year  of  the  French  Bepttbli 
I  baTe  received,  sir,  your  answer  of  the  13th  of 


You  tell  me  that  the  United  States  having  been 
ice  baffled  in  Iheiraitempts,  it  belongs  to  France 
make  an  effort  in  order  to  effect  a  reconcitiatioa 
between  the  two  Republics.     What  name,  there- 
fore, do  you  give  to  the  indefatigable  zeal  which 
I  manifest  to  smooth  all  the  difficulties,  and  bring 
about  an  honorable  accommodation  1    It  is  agen- 
ffbrt,  sir,  the  merit  of  which  might  be  belter 
appreciated.     What,  on  the  other  hand,  are  the 
two  attempts  of  the  United  Slates?     I  know  of 
no  other  mission  on  their  part,  in  consequence  of 
the  declaration  made  at  Philadelphia,  on  ilie  25th 
Brumaire,  5th  year.  (November  15,  1796,)  than 
that  confided   jointly  and  separately   to  Messrs. 
Piockney,  Marshall,  and  yourself.    I  will  not  re- 
causes  which  have   prevented  the  En- 
ectively  from  attaining  the  most  com- 

cess;   but  I    will   affirm   that   they   are 

foreign  to  the  French  Government,  and  that,  in 
any  state  ol  the  cause,  it  depends  upon  you  to 
fulfil  the  expectation  of  the  two  countries. 

You  deny,  sir,  thai  there  was  some  generosity 
in  my  part  in  proposing  to  you  lo  banish  here- 
iher  from  our  communicaiions  all  useless  epi- 
sodes, and  especially  no  longer  to  give  a  place  in 
them  to  recriminations.  This  is  another  episode 
but,  since  you  force  me  to  it,  it  is  necessary  that 
I  should  explain  myself  more  fully.  If.  now  and 
then,  some  anonymous  publications,  of  a  nature 
disagreeable  to  the  American  Oovernment,  hsTe 
crept  into  the  French  papers,  it  would  not  become 
it  to  complain.  For  a  long  time,certain  papersof 
the  United  Stales,  the  editor  of  one  of  which  is  the 
printerof  the  Senate,  daily  spread  abroad  the  most 
aiTOcioUB  calumnies,  the  most  injurious  insinua- 
tions the  most  base  reflections,  upon  the  French 
people,  their  institutions,  their  Oovernment,  theit 
[egislatora,  the  heads  of  their  Executive,  their 
Ministers,  their  agents,  their  glorious  defenders. 
Yes,  those  aame  warriora,  who  respect  their  ene- 
mies, receive  the  moat  ignomioious  appellations 
among  a  friendly  people  for  whom  many  haT« 
combated.  Nay,  more;  within  the  very  walls  of 
the  national  represeoiation  of  the  United  States 
how  many  deeply  ioaultiog  speeches  have  been 
and  yet  are  delivered!  Nothing  is  spared  in  order 
to  endeavor  to  degrade  the  French  Republic  ia 
the  opinion  of  the  American  people;  and  the 
silence  of  joiu  Qovernmeut  leaves  a^  opes  fieU 
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to  this  (orreni  of  invectives,  wbitsi  scarcely  now  | 
and  theD  a  nord  of  reply  escape*,  Dot  withstanding 
our  TJgil&ace.  from  the  indiguaiton  of  some  French 
citizen.  Is  it  not  repealed  in  the  United  States  i 
thai  the  Executive  Directory  eipela  negotiations  in 
order  [n  wait  an  opportunity  oi  carrying  the  war 
there?  This  odious  assertion  has  been  credited; 
and  your  Ooverament,  which  ooght  to  know  thai 
snch  a  thought  was  never  conceived,  opposes  no 
correctiye  to  ihe  impression  which  it  is  calculated 
to  make.  Whatever  may  be  your  opinion  of  it, 
sir,  it  is  generous  to  stifle  all  the  sentiments  which 
arise  in  abundance  on  reading  your  public  papers, 
«nd  even  the  debates  of  your  Legislature  upon  the 
■abject  of  France.  And  yet,  until  the  two  Qav- 
emments  shall  be  so  far  reconciled  as  to  concert 
the  means  of  remedying  these  abuses,  it  is  expe- 
dient that  those  who  are  to  treat  upon  the  interest 
of  Ihe  two  nations  adopt  a  conciliatory  language, 
and  hereafter  avoid  what  may  rive  rise  lo  painfnl 
recollections.  I  repeal  to  you,  iliat  it  is  my  desire ; 
that  I  will  set  the  examde ;  that  I  am  impatient  tu 
abjure  reproaches ;  and  that  I  insist  that  this  point 
may  be  well  understood. 

This  is  the  iart  time  I  shall  yield  to  these  digres- 
rions,  which  ought  to  be  as  disagreeable  to  you  as 
they  are  to  me. 

Yon  have  not  transmitted  to  me  any  opinion, 
sir,  apon  the  note  annexed  to  my  letter  of  the  9th 
of  this  month.    I  have  delayed  nntil  now  sending 

I 'on  the  following  ones.  1  Sailer  myself  thai  the 
ODg  conference  which  I  have  had  with  you  will 
have  produced  some  modification  of  the  resolution 
in  which  you  might  appear  to  persevere.  I  there- 
fore recommend  lo  jour  attention  two  fresh  notes, 
one  upon  the  twelfth  article,  and  ihe  other  opon 
the  sixteenth  article,  of  the  ConventioD  of  the  14ih 
November,  17B8.  They  contain  everything  which 
it  is  important  to  explain,  at  present,  in  relation  to 
this  act.  We  will  immediately  af^er  proceed  to 
Ihe  treaties  of  February,  1778.  You  desired  that 
I  might  send  yon  some  propositions.  I  did  so  on 
the  30th  Prainal,  (18ib  June,)  and  yon  should  have 
had  them  sooner,  had  it  not  been  for  the  incident 
which  has  happened,  f  have  therein  traced  the 
I^n  of  the  negotiation.  I  have  therein  pointed 
oat  generally  the  intentions  of  France.  1  have 
therein  entered  into  an  ensagemenl  to  discuss 
every  proper  subject.  1  have  assured  you  that  the 
Executive  Directory  wonld  render  to  the  United 
States  that  justice  which  it  expects  itself.  I  have 
excluded  nothing  which  we  can  sngoest,  on  either 
side,  to  strengthen  still  more  the  good  understand- 
ing between  out  two  Republics. 

But  it  is  not  enough  to  transmit  these  proposi- 
tions to  your  Qovemment ;  ihey  are  only  the  foun- 
dation of  the  necessary  discussions  upon  every 
question  of  detail  of  which  we  ought  to  find  the 
solution!  The  recoaciliuff  of  the  ditferent  points 
upon  which  we  will  have  fixed  our  ideas  will  form 
the  act  to  be  drawn  up.  I  do  not  think  that  we 
could  come  to  conclusions  in  any  other  manner. 
It  even  appears  lo  me  that  there  will  be  an  evi- 
dent loBB  or  time,  if,  in  this  slate  of  things^  this  dis- 
cnssioa  is  adioorned.  I  have  already  given  you 
to   ondentand  that  it  votild  be  inconvenieBt  to 


eive  it  in  charge  to  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at 
Philadelphia.  Circumstances  have  rendered  this 
inconvenience  more  important,  and  1  will  not  con- 
ceal from  you  that  I  should  fear  fresh  incidents. 

1  therefore  urge  you  more  pres-^ingly  than  ever, 
sir,  whilst  I  refer  lo  what  I  have  already  written 
to  you  on  this  subject,  to  postpone  your  departure, 
and  to  attend  quickly  to  the  diseussioas  which  1 
urge.  I  know  thai  you  are  not  of  the  same  opinion 
with  me,  with  rrspeci  to  the  validity  of  your  full 
powers;  but  reflect  that,  in  any  case,  you  can  in 
nothing  bind  your  OovemmenI,  which  has  re- 
served the  right  of  ratifying. 

1  will  add  that,  in  the  Mtuaiion  in  which  yon 
stand,  it  is  contrary  to  all  nsage  to  depart^  without 
notifying  that  you  have  received  an  order  thei*- 
for ;  that  the  usage  on  the  contrary  ia.  when  a 
doubt  is  raised  Dpon  the  full  powers,  the  Kuvoy 
waits  the  decision  of  his  Government,  without 
breaking  off  the  negotiation.  Receive,  sir,  the  as- 
surance of  my  perfect  consideration. 

C.  M.  TALLEYRAND. 

[Exterior  Rei-iTioNa.] 
Note  npon  the  twslfth  artide  of  the  Convention  between 

France  and  lihe  United  Slater  of  the  KthNovcrabs, 

1788. 

This  article  has  been  executed  in  France  in  its 
literal  meaning,  and  in  its  implicit  meaning ;  that 
is  to  say,  that  all  the  differences  between  the  cit- 
izens o/  the  United  Slates  in  France  have  bees 
left  10  the  decision  of  their  Consuls,  and  that  the 
sentences  of  the  latter  have  been  executed  when 
coercion  was  necessary,  in  Ihe  same  manner,  ajid 
by  the  same  officers  of  justice,  as  the  sentences  of 
the  French  tribunals. 

Nothing  has  been  changed,  in  this  respect,  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Republican  form  of  Gov- 
ernment, notwithstanding  the  jealousy  which  it 
peculiar  to  it,  and  which  the  judiciary  authorities 
of  every  country  possess  in  general. 

It  has  been  judged,  as  to  the  literal  meaning, 
that  the  jurisdiction  given  to  the  Consuls  of  the 
United  Stales  over  their  cuuntrymen  was  not  in 
any  respect  optional.  The  twelfth  article  does  not 
declare  in  enect  that  all  the  differences  may  be 
determined,  Ac.,  which  wontd  imply  onlv  a  power 
in  persons  of  the  nations  to  sue  bejore  tneir  Coo- 
snls,  and  a  power  in  the  latter  to  admit  or  decline. 
It  declares,  formally,  that  all  differences  shall  be 
determined,  &c.,  which  implies  a  reciprocal  oWi- 
garion  upon  the  persons  ot  the  nation  and  their 
Consuls.  This  obligation  is  confirmed  by  thelait 
paragraph,  which  pronounces  an  absolute  interdic- 
tion upon  the  territorial  officers,  civil  or  military, 
to  interfere,  in  any  manner  whatever,  and  conse- 
quently obliges  the  persons  of  the  nation  to  apply 
to  ibeir  Consuls,  and  the  Consuls  to  det:ide  iheir 
differences. 

It  has  been  judged,  ns  to  the  implied  meaniof, 
that  the  slinulation  being  exftreas,  mntnaL  aiid 
guarantied  by  the  public  faith,  included  within  it 
the  engagement  lo  give  it  effect.  It  would  have 
been  ridiculous  to  put  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Stales  in  France  under  the  necesuty  of  referring, 
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HcloSTely,  their  differences  to  their  Consals,  and 
ih«  necessity  of  taking  them  up,  as  the  only  com- 
peteol  judges,  without  intending  the  execotiun  of 
ibe  senteoces.  But  Ibis  execution  can  proceed  on); 
from  the  territorial  power  which  disposes  of  the 

It  has  finally  been  judged,  that  this  kind  of  juri: 
diction  was  not,  in  any  resfiect,  reptignant  to  the 
local  sovereignty,  because  its  admiisiou  was  mu- 
tully  agreed  upon  ;  thai  it  did  not  stand  in  com- 
petition with  the  French  tribunals,  because  it  did 
not  etnbrace  objects  common  to  theoi;  that  it  did 
noi  abridge  the  territorial  rights,  because  it  ex- 
tended only  to  foreigners. 

There  has  been  no  reciprocity  on  the  part  of  the 
Unil«d  States,  wherein  this  qoeation  has  been 
mired  under  a  different  aspect,  and  the  French 
QoTemmeni  has  constantly  received  complaints 
njxin  ibis  subject.  In  1793,  attention  seemed  to  be 
paid  to  the  representations  which  it  caused  to  be 
mide.  Ad  act  of  Cungress  of  the  14(h  April,  of 
that  year,  dec  lares,  "  (hat  in  all  canes  wherein,  by 
lay  article  of  the  Conrentioa,  the  Cousols  of 
France  are  entitled  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  any 
order,  the  Marshals  of  the  District  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  or  their  deputies,  should  be  the  offi- 
eetsi:ompeteat,and  should  give  their  aid  according 
Id  the  tenor  of  the  stipulations."  The  same  act 
iuTiag  proTidetL  in  the  preceding  paragraphs,  for 
the  execution  of  the  serenth  and  ninth  articles  of 
ibe  CoaTention,  that  which  has  been  just  cited  ib 
tpplieable  only  to  the  twelfth  article,  the  last  of 
the  three  which  were  foreseen,  and  the  only  one 
wherein  an  order  might  be  issued.  Bui  soon  after- 
wards the  officers  designated  eluded  this  promion. 
Since  that  time,  some  courts  in  the  United  States 
bare  declared  that  they  would  not  take  cognizance 
of  actions  at  law  between  Frenchmen.  These 
leiioas  have  been  sustained  in  other  courts,  not- 
withstanding the  remonstances  of  the  defendants. 
On  (he  other  hand,  the  Consuls  of  the  Republic 
decided  in  vain  upon  the  differences  submitted  to 
iheir  judgment.  One  while  (be  justice  of  the 
uantry  was  refused,  by  arguing  from  the  tenor  of 
the  tweinh  article;  at  another  time  the  Consular 
jurisdiction  was  palsied,  by  arguing  from  its  pre- 
tended silence ;  and  sometimes  it  was  entirety  for- 
Soiten. 

It  is  of  pressing  importance  to  put  en  end  to 
tbese  uncertainties,  wnich  are  discouraging  to  the 
French  merchants,  and  embarrassing  to  their  Gov- 
ernment, whose  protection  they  claim. 

The  twelfth  article  of  the  Convention  between 
France  and  iheUuited  States  gives  to  the  Consuls 
*  iudiciary  authority  over  their  countrymen,  to 
the  exelusioD  of  the  respective  tribunals.  Thic 
SDtliorily  is  not  optional;  it  does  not  derogate 
from  the  rights  of  sovcrei^ty  of  either  Republic; 
it  is  founded  on  a  reciprocal  agreement ;  it  is  con- 
rormable  with  the  principles  asserted  by  the  most 
enlightened  'writers  upon  public  law;  it  meets 
«i(n  no  opposition  in  France,  and  it  ought  to  be 
fiithfulty  fmcilicated  in  the  United  States. 

The  French  Qovemment  will  not  insist  upon  a 
parlicular  mode  of  executing  the  sentences  of  the 
CoDsuts  in  the  United  States.    It  aska  only  the 


express  recognition  of  the  implied  meaning  of  the 
twelfUi  article,  and  a  promise  to  provide  for  it 
fully  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  in  the  inau- 
aer  most  consonant  wi(h  the  forms  used  in  the 
country. 

C.  M.  TALLEYRAND, 
Mini  tier  of  Exttrim-  Rdatiimt. 
Paris,  18*  Metsidor  6th  year, 
{Jidy  6, 1798.) 

[KxTEiKOR  Rbi^tions.] 
Note  npon  the  siiteenth  Bitide  of  Ae  Convention  b^ 

tween  France  and  the  United  Stales,  of  the  iMi 

NoTeuber,  1788,  and  genera]  obeervatioDs. 

pARia,  18lh  Metsidor  6th  war, 
(July  6, 1798.) 

This  article  declares  that  the  convention  shall 
be  fully  and  completely  executed  during  the  space 
of  twelve  yearSj  to  be  reckoned  from  the  day  of 
the  excbanae  of  the  rttificalioDs. 

The  exchange  took  place  in  January,  1790,  and 
(he  term  appointed  will  expire  in  January,  1802. 

It  will  be  proper,  before  that  period,  to  set  about 
the  revision  of  the  convention.  Many  arlidei 
require  il.  The  French  Republic  will  show  itself 
less  jealous  of  (he  privileges  of  (he  Consuls  than  of 
the  stipulations  useful  (o  its  merchants  and  navt- 
gators.  The  United  Slates  will  doubiless  be  guidef 
By  (he  same  laudable  views.  Two  Republics  wiH 
the  more  readily  agree  on  this  subject,  as  they  are 
founded  upon  the  same  priocipies. 

But  it  is  possible  that,  on  the  one  side  or  the 
other,  the  parties  may  not  be  prepared  at  (he  time 
filed  for  the  intended  negotiation ;  that  more  ex- 
perience may  be  desired;  or  that  they  may  not 
even  agree  as  to  the  belt  sysieni  to  be  adopted. 
The  French  Government  proposes  that  it  he  de- 
clared, "  that^  on  account  of  the  events  which  hare 
prevented  a  judgment  npon  the  effect  of  (he  pre- 
sent coDventioD.  it  shall  be  prolonged  for  six  yean 
after  the  expiration  of  the  twelve  first  years,  if  it 
be  not  renewed  in  the  interval." 

The  French  Government  also  proposes,  ''that^ 
in  all  quotations  of  any  article  of  the  conventioD. 
the  denomination  of  French  CUixen  be  submitted 
for  that  oitubject;  and  (he  words  fVench  Jiemib- 
lie  be  ^aced  in  the  stead  of  Mott  Chrittian  King, 
Mo»t  Chrittian  Majetty. 

C.  M.  TALLEYRAND, 
Minitter  of  Extenor  SelalimM. 

No.  22. 

Mr.  Oeny  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Afiidta  of  tha 

French  Kepnblic. 

Paris,  July  10, 1796. 
Citizen  MmisTEii:Ireceived,on  the  9(h  instant 
your  letter  of  the  6th.  being  the  ISth  Messidor,  and 
shall  briefly  reply  lo  it. 

You  inform  me  that  the  communication  of  ihd  - 
in  ten  tions  of  the  Executive  Directory,  sent  (o  Phil- 
adelphia before  Germinal,  the  20th  of  March,  did  - 
not  proceed  from  ihe  French  Qovemmeot,  iiri 
agents,  or  ftuy  person  whatever,  to  your  knowledge: 
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and  1  affirm  ihai  it  did  not  diteetljr,  or  indiieelly, 
proceed  from  rue- 

The  rumor  then  musl  have  been  Tague,aDd  could 
not  have  meriied  ihe  aiteniion  of  the  President  of 
the  Uniled  States,  much  less  could  I  hare  auihor- 
iied  his  foriuftl  communicaliuii  thereof  to  Cod- 


o  which 


The  two  ailempta  of  the  Uciied  States 
n  recoocitialioQ  between  the  Republics,  i 
Ireferred  in  my  last,  were  tlioae  of  the  m 
n  Minister  lo  efface  unfavorable  impressiocs,  ban- 
iah  suspicions,  and  restore  cordiality  between  them, 
BDd  afterwards,  of  the  three  Envoys,  whose  pow- 
en  were  more  extensive.     I  made  no  allusions  lo 
your  conduct,  and  with  respect  to  my  owd,  have 
done  everythinK  incumbent  on  me. 

You  complain  that  certain  newspapers  of  the 
United  States,  one  of  which  has  for  its  editor  the 
printer  of  the  Senate,  calumniate  daily  the  French 
people  their  iDHiiiuliuni,  Government.  IrKislators, 
and  oihers.  The  Envoys,in  their  letter  to  yourself, 
of  the  third  of  April,  have  discussed  this  subject 
•o  fully  as  to  leave  nothing  fnrthernecessary  to  be 
•aid  thereon. 

You  also  coniplaio  of  some  speecbeii  of  the  na- 
tional representation  of  the  United  States,  degrad- 
ing the  French  Republic  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Ameiican  people,  and  of  the  silence  of  our  G}ot- 
ernment  thereon.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  expressly  provides  that  the  Senators  and 
Representatives,  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either 
House,  shall  not  be  quesiiooed  in  any  other  place. 
80  essential  is  the  freedom  of  debate  to  each  House, 
a*  to  be  aacredly  preserved  by  the  Constitution, 
and  to  be  above  the  control  of  every  other  deparl- 
ment  of  Government.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States,  on  their  part,  pay  no  regard  tooffeU' 
aive  speeches  in  foreign  Legislatures,  well  know- 
ing tnai,  however  amicably  disposed  Governments 
may  be  towards  each  other,  such  a  mode  of  con- 
duct muiit  be  productive  of  perpetual  sources  of 
discord  between  them. 

And  now,  having  replied.  Citizen  Minister,  to 
your  observations,  on  these  subjects.  1  assure  you 
that  nothing  can  be  more  disagreeBbie  to  me  than 
auch  discussioDR.  I  did  not  give  rise  to  them,  and 
here  1  shall  terminate  them. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  about  six  weeks  aRer  I  bad 
demanded  my  passport,  and  when  my  baggage 
was  on  board  the  Sophia,  you  sent  me  a  note  con- 
taining some  remarks  on  (he  Ounsular  Convention, 
and  expected  a  formal  discussion  of  them:  to  this, 
without  powers,  I  should  not  have  consented  at 
anv  time ;  I  have  repeatedly  refused 


of  the  necessity  of  demand iog  my  passport.  I  now 
renew  my  demand  of  it,  and  the  other  documeali 
necessary  for  the  voyage,  and  request  a  definite 

Accept,  Citizen  Minister,  the  assurances  of  my 
perfect  consideration.  E.  GERRY. 

No.  23. 
The  Minister  of  Eiteiior  Relations  to  Mr.  GeTt7,En>oy 
of  the  United  Btates. 
MiNieTKY  or  FoBEiOH  Rei^tionh. 
24fA  Matidor,  {Jviy  12, 1793.) 
As  long  as  I  could  flatter  myself,  sir,  with  ful- 
filling the  wish  of  the  Execui' 
endeavoring  with  you 


1 1  rectory. 


adber 

Yonconcfudebyobserving  that,  in  my  situation, 
which  is  that  of  an  unaccredited  Minister,  it  is 
contrary  to  all  UKagei  to  depart,  without  notifying 
that  I  have  recfired  orders  therefor;  and  that, 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  customary,  when  a  doubt 
arises  upon  full  powers,  In  wait  the  decbion  of  the 
Oovemment  of  which  one  is  the  Envoy,  without 
breaking  the  negotiation.  On  my  part  there  has 
been  no  doubt  of  a  want  of  powers,  and  there  has 
not  been  any  negotiation ;  there  caooot,  then,  be 


Directory,  by 
esiatdish  the  good  Dn- 
derslandingbetween  the  French  Republic  and  the 
United  Stales,  I  used  my  efforts,  both  in  ooi  con- 
ferences and  in  itay  correspondence  with  yon,  lo 
smooth  the  paths,  to  establish  the  basis,  to  enier  on 
the  business,  ano  to  convince  you  of  the  utility  of 
your  presence  at  Paris.  It  is  m  your  character  of 
Envoy  of  the  American  Government  that  I  re- 
ceived you  and  wrote  to  youj  it  depended  upon 
yourself  to  be  publicly  received  by  the  Eiccutire 
Without  partaking  m  yonr  opinion 
ipect  to  the  change  which  the  deparluitof 
Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Marshall  might  produce  ia 
the  full  powers,  wherein  I  have  read  that  you 
have  been  authorized  to  treat  separately,  it  ap- 
peared to  roe  that,  in  the  hypothesis  even  in 
which  you  placed  yourself,  yon  ought  to  refer  the 

Juesiion  to  your  CiovernmEnt  and  in  the  ictervU 
I  with  me,  by  a  calm  and  friendly  discuision, 
all  the  questionable  points  of  our  diuerencea. 

This  proceeding  was  the  more  natural,  as,  set- 
ting asioe  the  premature  knowledge  uhich  youi 
Government  had  of  the  offer  to  treat  with  yan, 
after  the  departure  of  yonr  coUeacues,  toy  note, 
of  the  28th  Ventose,  (18th  of  March)  whicb  mini 
have  reached  Philadelphia  about  the  end  of  Flo- 
real  (May  19)  left  no  more  doubt  upon  this  sub- 
ject. It  comprehends  three  subjects  perfectly  dis- 
tinct. It  begins  by  rectifyins,  with  the  digaity 
which  becomes  the  French  Government,  the 
statement  of  grievances  of  the  United  Slates, 
drawn  up  by  their  Envoys  in  the  inverted  order 
of  facts,  on  the  28ih  Nivose  preceding,  (nth 
Jaouary.)  It  next  points  out  the  reasons  which 
prevented  the  negotiation  from  being  carried  on 
with  the  Envoys  collectively.  Itfioally  declirei, 
solemnly,  the  conciliatory  dispositions  of  the  Bi- 
ecutive  Directory;  its  express  desire  of  renew- 
ing, between  the  two  countries,  the  ties  of  their 
former  friendship ;  and  the  intention  to  treat  with 

;ou.  A  declaration  so  explicit  was  made  only  to 
umish  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  with 
an  infallible  means  of  accommodation.  It  wisa 
pledge  of  peace  that  might  be  taken  op.  I  pre- 
sumed you  could  not  be  long  in  receiving  nnalo- 
gous  instructions,  and  even  other  powers,  it  they 
were  necessary  ;  or  that  at  least  if  you  bad  an- 
nounced to  the  President  a  wish  to  return  to  Ane- 


t  by  my  departure. 


D  to  judge 


iit^,  another  Envoy  would  c^^w  .,.  . 

tbe  happy  work,  which  we  should  have  h»«  "» 
uliafaction  to  prepare- 
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With  such  well  grounded  hopea  were  mingled 
eoDsidera lions  upon  the  JnconveDieaces  of  your 
departure.  I  hive  girea  you  to  uaderstaud  tbat, 
Dolwitb standing  the  assurancen  you  bave  giren 
me,  Dobody  would  believe  chat  il  was  owiofc  aolely 
10  j^our  iaclinaiioD,  to  a  iborough  coaviction  of 
ihe  iaralidity  of  your  powers,  or  to  a  wisb  to  see 
the  care  of  the  negotiation  confided  to  other  hands. 
I  hare  conrersed  with  you  respecting  the  conjec- 
tures which  it  ivould  give  rise  to;  on  the  means 
j[  would  furnish  the  British  CabiasI,  which  spares 
nothing  to  draw  Frsjice  and  the  United  States  to 
titcemities,  from  which  it  calculates  to  derive  the 
HileproSti  and  on  the  suspicions  even  which  the 
French  Governmeot  would  be  made  to  conceive. 
1  endeavored  to  make  you  see  into  its  possible 
consequences.  -The  happeiiioff  of  several  circuin- 
iliDces  has  already  retarded  the  reconciliatioa  of 
tbe  two  Republics.  It  may  be  permitted  to  him, 
who  sincerely  wishes  for  p«ace,  to  fear  nf  w  ouea. 
These  views,  for  which  I  shall  erer  honor  my- 
self, induced  me  to  resist,  as  much  as  I  could,  Ihe 
desire  you  maiMfested  of  quilling  France.  You 
decisively  insist  upon  it  in  yourletter  of  the  22d 
of  Ibis  mouth,  (10th  July.)  The  Executive  Di- 
rectory has  consequently  authorized  me  to  send 
you  the  passports  which  you  request,  for  yourself 
tnd  the  vessel  which  awaits  you  at  Havre.  You 
will  find  them  enclosed. 

May  your  return  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
eommunicttlioo  of  what  has  passed  between  us, 
tince  you  have  solely  represented  your  Govem- 
ineni,  remove  there  tbe  injurious  opinion  of  ho*- 
lile  iuieutions  of  the  pari  of  France:  you  have 
often  repeated  to  me,  since  you  pressed  your  de- 
Mrture,  that  if  you  could  not  treat  here  as  an 
Envoy,  your  ^od  offices  in  tbe  United  States 
thuuld  not  be  spared  as  a  citizen.  Yon  have  it 
Dot  in  yoiir  power  to  render  to  the  two  conniries 
t  more  signal  service,  than  by  contributing  to 
make  their  political  and  commercial  relations  ac- 
cord with  their  inclination  and  interest.  Assure 
your  Government  that  the  Executive  Directory 
perseveres  in  the  intention  of  conciliation  with 
lineerity,  the  differences  which  hav^  arisen  be- 
tween the  French  Republic  and  the  United  States, 
as  soon  as  an  opportunity  for  that  purpose  shall 
be  sincerely  presented.  If  it  be  really  true  thai 
tbe  dispositions  of  your  Government  correspond 
therewith,  let  it  give  a  proof  of  it.  and  you  may 
answer  beforehand  for  the  success. 

You  cannot  dissemble,  sir,  that  if  nothing  pre- 
vented you  from  pursuing  with  me  the  examining 
and  reconciling  of  tbe  grievances  which  divide 
the  two  countries,  we  should  not  long  stand  in 
need  of  anything  but  the  respective  ratifications. 

Who  will  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  tbe  French 
Gotemment,  when  it  shall  be  known  that,  for 
nearly  three  months  every  pressing  solicitation 
came  from  me,  and  that,  faithful  to  the  engage- 
ments I  have  made  in  my  note  of  the  S8ih  Ven- 
tose,  (18th  March)  I  have  been  the  first  seriously 
to  press  the  negotiation  after  the  departure  of 
Messrs.  Piuckney  and  Marshall?  It  wilt  not  be 
taid,  I  hope,  that  the  refusal  to  treat  with  them 
u  a  refusal  of  conciliation,  becauae  this   refusal 


accompanied  with  a  promise  to  treat  with 
you,  and  your  full  powers  presented  you  as  sepa- 
rate! v  authorized. 

I  snail  incessantly  appeal  to  that  document,  be- 
_.iuse  it  is  the  foundation  of  the  opinion  which 
the  Government  must  have  furnted ;  and  even  ad- 
mitting that  you  were   tied   down   by  secret  re- 

'ciions,  I  could  not  in  my  mind  oppose  what  I 
not  know,  on  account  of  the  credence  due  to 
the  ostensible  power. 

"ea,  sir,  when  scarcely  informed  of  the  depart- 
of  Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Marshall,  I  eoaeav- 
ored,  in  every  conference  I  afterwards  had  with 
,  to  demonstrate  to  you  the  urgency,  Ihe  pro- 
priety, and  the  possibility  of  an  aciive  negotia- 
tion. I  collected  your  ideas;  tbey  differed  from 
my  own;  I  endeavored  to  reconcile  them,  and  1 
was  about  to  transmit  some  propositions  to  yoti, 
when  a  packet  from  your  G(overnment  arrived  at 
Havre.  You  then  appeared  to  be  preparing  to 
depart.  Until  then  1  never  supposed  you  enter- 
tained the  design  of  embarking   before   we   had 

me  to  an  agreement  upon  the  definitive  articles 

be  ratified  oy  your  Government.  A  few  day* 
afterwards,  I  received  some  despatches  from  Phi- 
ladelphia, the  contents  of  which  for  a  moment 
gave  a  new  course  to  my  correspondence  with 
you.  On  the  22d  Prairial,  (lOlh  June)  I  notified 
you  that  the  dispositions  of  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory were  the  same,  and  I  prayed  you  to  inform 
me.  whether  you  were  finally  in  a  situation  to  ne- 
gotiate. On  tbe  30th  Prairial,  (18th  June)  I 
transmitted  to  you  a  complete  plan  of  the  nego- 
tiations. On  the  9th  Messidor,  (27th  June)  I 
you  my  first  note  for  discussion  upon  one  of 
the  points  of  out  treaties,  which  are  uoexeented 
in  the  United  Stales.  You  dectioed  answering 
it.  It  is  necessary,  however,  to  be  agreed  upon 
the  details  in  order  to  arrive  at  tbe  conclusions. 
On  the  18th  Messidor,  (6th  JulyJ  I  sent  you  two 
others.  In  vain  I  accompanied  tnese  dt>euments 
with  the  most  cordial  invitation  rapidly  to  run 
over  with  me  this  series  of  indispensable  discus- 
sions upon  all  our  grievances.  You  have  not 
even  given  me  an  opportunity  of  proving  what 
liberality  tbe  Executive  Directory  would  use  on 
the  occasion.  You  never  wrote,  in  fact,  but  for 
your  departure.  And  it  is  the  French  Republic, 
which  is  accused  in  the  United  States  with  not 
wishing  for  peace.  Perfidious  instigators  will  in- 
sinuate that  it  never  wiKhed  it  I  will,  therefore, 
ascend  to  the  period  when  the  first  symptoms  of 
discontent  manifested  ihemaelves,  that  is  to  say,  to 
the  arrival  of  the  Minister  Genet  et  Philadelphia 
in  Prairial  of  the  1st  year.  An  universal  joy  butM 
forth  in  the  United  States  at  the  declaraiions  he 
was  charged  to  make.  He  then  expressed  the 
friendly  and  generous  intentions  of  the  French 
Ooveroment,  which,  powerful  in  the  national  en- 
ergy, forbore  to  claim  aid  from  iis  allies.  Soma 
of  his  measures  soon  afterwards  gave  umbrage. 
They  were  the  effect  of  a  zeal  badly  adapted  to 
localcircumstBDces,  and  unfortunately  still  worse 
interpreted.  The  President  caused  his  complaiola 
concerning  them  to  be  maite  in  France  at  the 
close  of  the  ume  year.    The  committee  of  pub- 
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lie  safety  immediately  rendered  satisfaction;  and 
other  Brents  arrived  at  PliilBdelpfaia  in  the  begin- 
Ding  orVenlose,  2d  year:  their  instructions  witl 
bear  the  utmost  publicity  ;  not  to  interfere  in  any 
parly  mailer;  lo  respect  the  Government;  to 
prompt  it  la  maintain  lis  neutrality  with  vigor; 
to  repress  at]  armaments  which  might  endanger 
it]  to  maintain  the  tights  secured  to  France  by 
its  treaties;  such  is  the  substance  of  them;  such 
also  were  the  instructions  given  to  the  Minister 
Adet,  who  succeeded  them  in  the  3d  year.  Surely 
nothing  can  be  more  pacific.  Neverthelesj,  the 
rights  of  France  are  insensibly  forgotten;  the 
most  important  clauses  of  its  treaties  arc  rendered 
insignificant ;  its  vessels  experience  the  most  dis- 
couraging vezatiana  ;  England  sports  with  impu- 
nity wilt  the  neutrality  of  ihe  United  States, 
which  to  France,  wbo  is  too  confident  in  it,  be- 
comes 8  source  of  lo».  A  transaction  clandes- 
tinely n^otiaied  ends  by  consecrating,  to  the  det- 
riment of  a  friendly  nation,  the  pretensions  of  its 
implacable  enemy.  Afler  that  time,  nothing  has 
passed  between  the  American  Government  which 
the  representations  thwart,  and  the  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  Republic,  who  could  not 
avoid  making  them,  but  a  correspondence  grad- 
ually increaama;  in  asperity.  The  French  Gov- 
ernment iievtr  fnlerferes  in  them :  it  reposes  upon 
the  hope,  that  their  own  interest  would  lead  the 
United  Slates  to  perceive  that  England  was  draw- 
ing them  within  iis  vortex.  Far  from  lakiog  an 
hostile  attitude,  it  affects  indifference  in  order  to 
show  itself  patient  with  dignity.  The  crowd  of 
complaints  which  it  receives,  obliges  it  finally  to 
c'hange  this  line  of  conduct  It  causes  its  griev- 
ances to  be  declared  on  the  85th  Brnmaire,  5th 
year,  (November  15,  1796)  and  in  order  to  pro- 
duce a  negotiation,  too  ion^  delayed,  it  draws 
from  the  treaties  of  Paris  and  London  the  most 
suitable  means  of  hastening  it.  It  is  animated  by 
no  hostile  intention.  In  order  to  obtain  from  the 
United  States  some  degree  of  justice,  ii  places 
them  in  a  situation  to  be  obliged  to  demand  an 
arrangement  themselves.  Let  us  now  see  whe- 
ther it  has  rejected  any  honorable  propositions. 

Mr.  Pinckney  had  departed  before  the  declara- 
tion of  the  25th  Brumaire  (November  15, 1796) 
which  suspended  the  customary  relations.  He 
came  to  succeed  Mr.  Monroe,  and,  like  him,  to 
explain  and  palliate  the  conduct  of  the  United 
States,  without  anv  special  power  for  the  nego- 
tiation demanded  Dy  France.  Me  could  not  be 
received,  because  he  was  not  in  a  situation  to  ful- 
fil the  conditions  required,  upon  the  presumption 
of  political  connexions.  Tne  President  of  the 
United  States  thought  it  his  duty  to  call  an  ex- 
traordinary meeting  of  the  Legislature.  I  shall 
not  review  the  opening  speech,  nor  the  turn  which 
the  debates  took  in  that  session.  But  I  will  say, ! 
that  the  impression,  which  resulted  therefrom,  at ' 
Paris,  was  unfavorable  previous  to  the  arrival ' 
of  the  Envoys;  that  this  circumstance  alone  I 
raised  an  obstacle,  which  ought  to  have  been  fore- 
seen at  Philadelphia ;  that  the  Envoys  themselves, 
unwilling  to  comprehend  the  natural  effect  of  this 
kind  of  provocation,  have  contributed  to  render 


the  impression  more  durable.  It  has  finally, 
however,  yielded  to  the  primitive  desire  of  a  sin- 
cere reconciliation.  You  find  a  proof  of  it  in  tke 
very  expedient  suggested  of  treating  with  yon 
separately  ;  for  a  Government  hostildy  disposed 
would  not  have  taken  the  delicate  course  whieh 
guards  Lis  honor  and  fulfils  its  pacific  intentions. 

You  have  given  me  to  understand,  sir,  that  it 
would  hare  been  well  had  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory supported  the  declarations  which  I  Lave 
made  to  you  in  its  name,  by  a  change  in  the 
measures  which  affect  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States. 

I  might  answer  you,  (hat  your  Government 
might  have  also  secured  its  object  by  restoring  at 
first  the  French  Republic  to  the  rights  which 
flow  from  its  treaties.  But  let  us  exact  less  rig- 
idly and  be  more  equitable  towards  each  othe^ 
Although  the  measures  of  France  are  no  more 
than  the  consequence  of  those  of  the  United 
States,  you  must  have  remarked,  that,  in  my  prop- 
ositions of  the  30th  Prairial  (18th  June)  the  in- 
tention of  the  Executive  Directory  is,  that  the 
re!<pective  pretensions  may  be  collaterally  exam* 
ined  and  adjusted.  It  intends  to  jplace,  in  a  single 
act,  a  durable  monument  of  the  turure  friendship 
of  the  two  Republics,  and  the  justice  which  they 
owe  to  each  other,  and  no  idea  of  false  ^lory  en- 
ters its  mind.  On  taking  leave  of  you,  sir,  I  have 
supposed  that  1  owed  you  a  testimony  of  mv  es- 
teem: it  consists  altogether  in  the  unreserved  new 
with  which  I  have  just  spoken  lo  you,  and  in  the 
expression  of  the  regret  which  your  departure, 
under  the  present  circumstances,  gives  me.  Re* 
ceive  the  assurance  of  my  perfect  conidderation. 
CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

P.  a.  of  the  Hlh  Meuidor,  (July  15,  1798.) 
A  circumstance,  sir^  of  infinite  importance,  hai 
delayed  the  despatching  of  this  letter.  I  do  not 
know  how  it  happens  that  at  every  step  towards 
a  reconciliation  tl  cause  of  irritation  intervenes, 
and  that  the  United  States  always  give  rise  to  it. 
Some  days  since  different  advices  were  success- 
ively received  by  the  Executive  Directory.  It 
seems  that,  hurried  beyond  every  limil,  your  Gov- 
ernment no  longer  preserves  appearances.  A  law 
of  the  7th  of  last  month  authorizes  it  to  cause 
every  French  vessel  of  war  to  be  attacked,  which 
may  have  stopped,  or  intended  to  stop  American 
vessels.  A  resoluiion  of  the  Bouse  of  Repre- 
sentatives suspends,  from  ihe  13lh  of  this  month, 
alt  commercial  relations  with  the  French  Repub- 
lic and  its  possessions.  Several  plans  of  a  law 
have  been  proposed  for  banishing  Ihe  French  and 
sequestrating  French  property. 

The  long  suffering  of  the  Executive  Directory 
is  about  to  manifest  itself  in  the  most  unquestion- 
able manner.  Perfidy  wilt  no  lon^beaUeto 
throw  a  veil  over  the  pacific  dispositions  which  it 
has  never  ceased  to  manifest. 

It  is  at  the  very  moment  of  this  fresh  provoca- 
tion, which  would  appear  to  leave  no  honorable 
choice  but  war,  that  ii  confirms  the  assurances 
which  I  have  ^ven  you  on  its  behalf  In  the 
present  crisis,  it  confines  itsetf  to  a  measare  of 


.d  by  Google 


3509 


Bdations  with  Prance. 


ieemiij  and  self-preaervaiion,  by  layinff  a  lempo- 
nrf  embargo  on  American  Teasels,  witfa  a  reserre 
ofiDdemoiiies,  if  there  be  occasion  for  thero.  It 
jjyel  ready,  it  it  as  much  diiposed  as  ever,  lo  ter- 
minate, by  a  candid  neKOtiaiioD  the  diSereDces 
If hieh  subsist  between  iTie  two  countries.  Sacb 
is  iis  repugnance  to  consider  the  United  Stales  as 
Memies,  ibai,  notwithstanding  their  hostile  de- 
monstrations, it  means  to  wail  until  it  be  irresisti- 
Uy  forced  lo  it  bv  real  bostilities. 

Since  you  wiU  depart,  sir,  hasten,  at  least,  to 
inDsmit  to  your  QorerDmeal  tbis  solemn  decla- 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

No.  24. 

Hi.  Gtrrj  to  the  Minister  oT  Foreign  A&irs  of  the 

French  Republic 

P4HI8,  July  20,  1798. 

CmzGif  MiNisTen:  I  received,  on  tbe  S7ih 
Hcssidor,  (16th  July)  yont  letter  of  the  S4th  (the 
ISth  or  July)  00  whioh  permit  me  to  make  some 
obserrntione. 

Yon  sllc^  that,  in  the  United  Slates,  Ibe 
French  Republic  is  accused  of  not  wiahin?  for 
peace,  and  to  show  tbat  it  was  always  desirous 
thereof,  you  recur  to  the  arriTa)  of  Mr.  Qenet  in 
America.  Par  from  accusations  of  any  kind,  I 
wish  to  cultiTBte  harmony  between  the  IWo  Got- 
ernmeniB,  as  the  solid  basis  of  peace.  From  that 
epoch,  to  the  dep^iure  from  the  United  States  of 
Mr.  Adet,  the  correspondence  of  the  Secretaries 
of  State  of  tbe  United  Stales,  with  the  Fnoch 
Htniaiers  in  America,  and  the  American  Minis- 
ten  in  France,  contains  tbe  history  to  that  time, 
of  ibe  nobappy  differences  between  the  two  Re- 
poblics,  and  evinces  the  sincere  desire  of  the  Got- 
erament  of  the  United  States,  amidst  the  inevi- 
itble  emharrassmenis  Resulting  from  the  convnl' 
ste  state  of  Kurope,  to  preserTe  harmony  and 
fiiendsbip  with  the  French  Republic,  and  to  per- 
Farm,  with  scrupulous  attention,  tbe  duties  of 
nentrality.  i[^  b]r  any  unfortunate  events,  France 
Iwd  sustained  injuries  during  that  term,  still  the 
mnifest  disposition  of  the  Government  of  the 
Uoited  States  to  justice  and  moderation,  was  a 
sure  pledge  of  redress. 

when  Mr.  Monroe  was  recalled,  a  Minister 
«u  sent  to  supply  his  place,  and  you  say,  "  he 
eoold  not  be  received,  becsnse  he  was  not  in  s  sit- 
nation  to  fulfil  the  conditions  necessary  for  ibe 
renewal  of  the  political  connexioos."  Had  he 
tttn  received,  he  could  have  applied  for  other 
pewen  if  necessary  ;  nothing  is  more  usual.  The 
application,  which  you  have  so  strenuotisly  urged 
OB  oy  part,  must  nave  been  for  the  renewal  of 
powers  aooulled  by  the  act  of  sending  away  the 
wher  Envoys  ;  surely,  ihen,  your  arguments 
would  have  applied  with  much  more  force  to  the 
cue  of  a  Minister,  whose  powers  were  only  sup- 
E|"ed  inadequate  to  the  objects  of  his  mission. 
The  act  of  rejecting  this  Minister,  accompanied 
with  circumstances  of  high  displeasure  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  or  the  French  Republic, 
«oald  not  fail  to  wound  deeply  the  Qovemmeni 


of  the  United  States,  and  to  produce  observations 
on  such  an  important  event.  Lei  the  cause  and 
effect  be  buried  in  oblivion:  tbe  remembrance 
thereof  cannot  promote  harmony.  This  you  will 
readily  accede  to,  when  you  consider  the  amica- 
ble and  attentive  conduct  immediately  adopted 
bv  the  American  Governmeol,  in  sending  Inree 
Envoys  Extraordinary  with  adequate  powers  to 
effect  a  reconciliation  and  a  renenal  of  a  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  Republics. 

From  tbe  arrival  of  the  Envoys  at  Paris  to  the 
departure  of  two  of  them,  the  objects  of  their 
miaaion  were  defeated  by  insuperable  bars  arising 
from  demands  of  loans,  which,  violating  the  nea- 
trolity  of  the  United  States,  would  have  involved 
them  in  immediate  war,  and  of  procuring  repara- 
tions for  the  observations  hinted  at.  Towards  the 
end  of  that  period,  after  imposing  on  me  secrecy, 
you  stated  the  embarrassments  and  dissaiisfaction 
of  [he  Executive  Directory,  on  acconnt  of  Ibe 
opinions  and  conversaiions  of  my  colleagues,  its 
determination  not  to  treat  with  them,  and  ita  de- 
sire to  negotiate  with  me;  and  you  added,  that 
my  departure  would  produce  an  immediate  rnp^ 
tuie.  Aatonished  as  I  was  at  this  communicatioD, 
I  informed  you  that  I  had  no  powers  to  treat  sep- 
arately; the  measure  wns  impossible;  and  tbat 
had  my  powers  been  adequate,  a  treaty  made  un- 
der such  circumstances  could  never  be  ratified  by 
my  Government.  You  differed  from  me,  werea- 
soned  on  the  subject,  and  each  adhered  to  his 
opinion.  I  urged  m  vain  the  unreasonableness  of 
admitting  prejudices  against  my  cotleagues,  with- 
out informing  them  of  the  canses  tbereoT,  the  eood 
efiect  in  removing  these,  which  might  result  from 
such  information,  and  the  necessity  of  making 
known  to  them  all  that  had  now  passed  between 
lis.  Yon  held  me  to  tbe  promise  of  secrecy,  add- 
ing thai,  if  1  would  negotiate,  we  could  soon  fin- 
ish a  treaty, for  the  Executive  Directory  were  not 
in  the  habit  of  spending  much  time  about  such 
matters.  You  desired  another  interview,  in  which, 
after  a  discussion  of  the  subject,  I  confirmed  and 
adhered  to  my  determination.  In  (his  state  affairs 
remained  for  some  time,  and  I  flattered  myself 
with  the  hope  that,  failing  in  the  proposition  for 
negotialing  with  ue  separately,  your  next  would 
be  to  accredit  the  three  Envoys;  in  such  an  event 
the  secrecy  mentioned  would  have  been  proper. 
This  expectation  was  sireugthened  by  the  two  sub- 
sequent interviews  which  they  had  with  you; 
and  yon  may  judge  of  my  surprise  on  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  28th  Ventose,  (18lh  of  March,) 
containing  a  refusal  to  treat  with  two  of  the  En- 
voys, and  renewing  the  proposition  to  treat  With 
me.  Finding  tbat  I  was  the  person  alluded  to. 
and  tbat  all  hopes  of  our  being  jointly  accredited 
were  at  an  end^  I  s^ain  refused,  in  the  most  posi- 
tive terms,  to  negotiate  separately  :  another  pro 
position  was  then  made,  iQat  to  prevent  a  rup- 
ture, I  should  remain  here  till  information  could 
be  sent  to  my  Government  of  the  events.  Em- 
barrassing as  such  a.  state  was,  1  submitted  lo  it, 
rather  than  to  bring  on  a  war.  You  afterwards 
sent  me  your  note  of  the  Uth  Germinal,(3d  April,) 
proposing  that  1  should  resume  our  reciprocal 
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OD  the  4ih  of  April,  "  that  I  could  only  coafei 
formally  and  unaccredited,  oo  any  subject  lespeci- 
iog  our  mLs:>ion,  and  communicate  to  the  Govern- 
ment  of  the  United  States  the  result  of  such  con- 
ferences, being,  in  my  individual  capacity,  unau- 
thorized to  gtve  them  an  oCGcial  stamp."  Tbe 
day  after  the  departure  from  Paris  of  the  last  of 
my  colleague^  J  again  addressed  you,  and  quoting 
tbe  above  paragraph,  informed  you  that  this  I 
considered  as  the  line  of  conduct  well  underalood 
(o  be  observed  on  my  part;  lo  this  you  made  no 
objection^  verbally  or  by  writing,  and  thus  acqui- 
esced in  It.  Had  you  not,  I  should  bare  imme- 
dialety  demanded  my  passport. 

At  one  of  our  first  ioterriews,  after  that  letter, 
you  slated  a  difficulty  in  adopting  tbe  plan  pro- 
posed by  my  letter  of  the  20th  of  April,  Irom 
e>ur  not  being  informed  of  the  wishes  of  the 
overnment  of  the  United  SUles  in  teaatd  to  a 
treaty:  these  were  so  reasonable  that  I  inought  it 
best  10  communicate  them  to  you ;  and,  according 
to  your  own  opinion,  since  expressed^  they  would 
require  little  or  no  time  for  discussion;  noihiog 
can  exceed  them  for  moderation  or  justice.  Be- 
lieving that  you  were  seriously  disposed  to  bring 
forward  the  plan  of  a  treaty,  lor  the  consideration 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
being  also  ronvioced  that  the  subject  ihereof  had 
been  so  fully  discussed,  and  was  so  well  under- 
stood; as  not  to  require  much  time  to  accomplish 
it,  I  informed  you  that  I  should  embark  for  Amer- 
ica in  June,  and  although  you  objected  to  it  in 
the  first  instance,  you  atiei wards  appeared  to  be 
fully  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  it,  promised 
to  digest  the  plan  proposed  without  delay,  and  to 
send  it  to  me  for  examination.  I  conferred  with 
you,  at  different  limes,  on  the  expediency  uf  send- 
ing a  Minister  to  Philadelphia  to  complete  the 
negotiation,  and  you  promised  to  consider  of  it. 
At  lensth  the  Sojihia  arrived,  and  a  few  days  af- 
terwards you  informed  me  that  I  might  make 
myself  quite  easy,  that  Fiance  did  not  wish  a  war 
with  the  United  Slates ;  that  she  had  no  thoughts 
of  it;  that  the  Americaa  affairs  were  before  the 
Executive  Directory,  and  that  everything  would 
be  arranged  to  my  wishes.  I  again  stated  the 
necessity  ol  sending  a  Minister  to  America  to 
complete  the  negolialion.  You  said  you  would 
propose  one  to  the  Executive  Directory.  This  I 
could  not  suppose  was  for  the  purpose  you  have 
since  stated,  ot  residing  there  alter  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty. 

Thus  were  matters  circumstanced  until  the 
arrival  of  the  gazelles,  containing  the  deNpatcbea 
of  the  Envoys  to  their  Government,  wbic^  gave 
more  than  a  momentary  turn  lo  your  correspond- 
ence with  me.  When  I  informed  you  that  I 
should  embark  in  the  Sophia,  as  soon  as  she  could 
be  fitted  for  sea.  there  was  still  time  to  finish  the 
plan  of  tbe  treaty,  and  to  send  it  by  me,  if  expe- 
dient. You  desired  me  to  remain  here ;  I  told 
you  my  return  was  indispensable,  and  gave  you 
no  other  reason.  I  thought  that  sufficient.  You 
conceive  it  depended  on  me  to  be   publicly  re- 


ceived by  the  Executive  Directory;  but  our  opin- 
ions are  different  on  this  point.  A  Govemmeat 
sends  three  Envoys  to  treat  with  another  Gavem- 
ment ;  this  rejects  two  of  ihem,  and  proposes  to 
treat  with  the  third,  Candor  must  admit,  I  think, 
that  the  latter  cannot  accept  the  proposal  wiihoal 
transferrins,  in  this  instance,  tbe  Executive  an- 
thority  of  his  Government,  who  would  only  have 
nominated  three  Envoys  to  tbe  foreign  GcTerHr 
ment,  who  would  have  appointed  one  of  them. 
You  say  that  if  my  powers  are  altered  by  the 
departure  of  my  colleagues,  yet,  on  my  own  by-  . 
pothesis,  I  ought  10  have  referred  the  question  to 
my  Government,  and  in  the  interim  to  have  fixed 
with  you,  by  a  calm  and  amicable  discuasion,  all 
the  contentious  points  of  our  differences.  If  my 
Government,  as  you  repeatedly  have  asserted,  wm 
apprized  before  the  20th  of  March  of  the  proposi- 
tion to  treat  with  roe  separately,  it  is  evident  that 
ii  was  not  disposed  to  send  me  new  powers ;  for 
the  Sophia  sailed  on  the  28tb  of  that  month,  ind 
knowing  this,  you  still  urged  me  to  make  the  ap- 
plication. I  have  been  always  ready,  and  had 
you  come  forward  with  the  project  of  a  treaty, 
would  have  entered  into  a  calm  and  amicable  con- 
ference with  you  on  every  part  of  ii ;  but  not  iota 
a  formal  epistolary  discussion,  which  was  not  pro- 
posed till  some  time  after  I  was  ready  to  emlwrk, 
was  only  relative  to  tbe  Consular  Convention, 
which  will  soon  expire,  was  contrary  to  my  stipn- 
latioQ  relative  to  conferences,  in  which  you  ac- 
quiesced, and  would  have  required  months  tote 
completed. 

You  were  the  first,  you  affirm,  to  press  serioas- 
ly  the  negotiation:  you  will  agree  with  me  ibat 
tne  merit  would  have  been  greater  bad  the  mea- 
sure itself  been  feasible. 

You  frequently  remind  me  of  your  exertions, 
which  1  am  disposed  as  much  as  possible  toappie- 
ciale,  regretting  at  tbe  same  time  their  circuiloai 
direction.  On  my  pan,  1  think  you  will  be  con- 
vinced that  everything  has  been  done  which  cir- 
cumstances herein  truly  detailed  would  admit 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  learn  that  the  Executive 
Directory  is  still  ready,  and  is  as  much  disposed 
as  ever  to  terminate,  by  a  liberal  uwotiation,  the 
differences  which  subsist  between  the  two  conn- 

This  disposition  has  always  existed  on  tbe  part 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  A  oa- 
gotiation,  then,  if  set  on  foot  free  from  all  propo- 
sitions of  loans  and  explanations  of  speeches,  to 
be  held,  if  necessary,  m  a  city  of  some  neoiral 
nation,  and  providing  for  a  decision  by  three  w 
five  Commissioners,  of  all  points  which  maf  not 
be  delermioed  by  direct  negotiation,  wouW  xi" 
be  accompanied,  in  my  opinion,  with  success; 
but  having  no  authority,  I  cannot  make  the  pro- 
position. A  preliminary  measure  appears  lo  be 
requisite,  in  which  tbe  dignity  of  this  Ooven- 
meot  is  as  deeply  concerned  as  the  interest  of  lU 
United  Slates.  Tbe  depredations,  outrages,  *M 
cruelties,  committed  on  uui  commerce  and  ciO- 
zens,  in  the  West  Indies  and  on  our  cowts,  »f 
French  privateers,  some  of  which,  it  is  said,  ba^ 
no  commissions,  are  perhaps  seldom  paialleM 
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inoDg  cirilized  naiioDs.  liisuid  ihai  ihis  Gov- 
erameDi  has  not  been  early  ipprized  of  these 
erenis,  which  have  been  a  great  source  of  irrita- 
lioD  in  the  United  Stales,  and  a  priocipal  cause  of 
tbe  re presmve  measures  adopted  by  them.  A  re- 
eiU  of  the  eomiiiisaioDS  ot  the  privateers,  and 
RstraiaiDr  Ihem  by  severe  penalties  to  the  proper 
obifcu-ol  eaptare,  cannot  fail  to  have  a  happy 
effect. 

Voa  claim  a  promise  of  mv  good  offices  as  a 
private  citizen  in  America.  These  shall  not  be 
wanuog  to  represent  truly  every  measure  af  ibis 
Government,  and  to  render  suecessfnl  all  such  as 
tuMj  be  well  adapted  to  effect  a  reconciliation. 
This  »  all  that  can  be  erpeeied  of  me,  aod  the 
da^  which  1  owe  to  my  country  will  require  it. 

And  now,  Citizen  Mmister,  having  eiven  you 


■  testimony  of  my  e: 

frank  and  caitdid  conduct,  I  bid  you  adieu,  wish- 
ing sincerely  a  speedy  renewal  oi  amity  anti  com- 
merce between  the  two  Republics. 

Accept,  Citizen  Minister,  the  assarances  of  my 
perfMt  conaideration. 

E.  GERRY. 

No.  25. 

The  Miniirtiir  of  Exterior  Helations  to  Mr.  Gerry, 
Envo;  of  the  United  Bute^ 
PiBia,  4th  Thermidor,  (July  22,  1798.) 
6(A  year  of  the  French  Republic, 
one  and  indivitible. 

Allow  me,  to  sir,  to  confine  myself  to  the  two 
last  paragraphs  of  your  answer  of  the  2d  of  this 
month  to  my  Letter  of  the  24ih  Messidor,  (July  12.) 
Easy  as  it  may  be  to  rectify  those  which  go  he- 
fore,  it  would  be  to  enter  uselessly  into  the  circle 
of  digressions.  It  is  my  duty  to  feel  what  is  th> 
nateof  things  you  think  due  to  your  Government 
•nd  this  consideraiioQ  would  be  alone  sufficient 
to  me  if  1  set  a  less  valuation  upon  conciliation. 

You  repeat  to  me  that  the  GlovernmeDt  of  the 
United  States  has  always  been  disposed  to  termi- 
nate amicably  the  differences  which  subsist  be- 
tween the  two  Republics.  This  fresh  assurance, 
at  a  time  when  hostile  demonstrations  have  just 
been  made,  could  not  but  temper  their  effect.  Bui 
In  then  a  frank,  candid,  and  truly  amicable  act, 
speedily  realize  ihose  dispositions.  Far  from  en- 
tering into  the  answers  of  the  President  to  the 
addresses  which  have  been  presented  to  him  from 
difi^eat  parts  of  the  United  States,  whatsoever 
they  may  be,  I  would  fain  behold  in  his  ezpres- 
sions  nothing  but  a  political  expedient.  1  do  not 
thence  judge  less  favorably  of  the  true  iotentioiis 
which  you  profess  in  his  name,  and  1  would  not 
htve  engaged  you  to  warrant  the  success  of  the 
first  proorwhich  he  will  render  of  ihem,  if  the 
Bietuiive  Directory,  which  was  ready  to  receive 
you, had  not  made  a  fixed  determination  upon  the 
anbject.  A  negotiation  may  therefore  be  re^umed 
rven  at  Paris,  where  I  flatter  myself  you  have 
observed  nothing  but  testimonies  of  esteem  and 
where  every  Envoy  who  shall  unite  your  advan- 
tage* eanaot  fail  to  be  well  received.  Moreover, 
fknow  not,  sir,  why  you  tdt  me  that  it  would  be 


requisite  to  lop  from  this  negotiation  every  pre- 
liminary respecting  a  loan,  and  explanations  on 
the  subject  of  the  speeches  delivered.  Be  pleased 
to  read  over  again  the  propositions  which  I  trans- 
mitted to  you  on  the  30[h  Prairial.  (June  IB.)  they 
contain  all  the  ideas  of  the  French  Government; 
and  you  will  not  God  in  them  a  word  which  justi- 
fies your  recurring  to  those  two  questions.  Ad 
odious  intrigue  had  got  possession  of  them;  the 
dignity  of  the  French  Government  could  not  per- 
mit this  mixture,  and  it  did  not  wish  that  views 
as  pure  as  its  own  should  be  associated  therewith 
hereafter.  As  to  tbepreliminary  measures  which 
you  suggest,  sir,  the  Government  has  already  anti- 
ipated  your  desire.  By  information  which  it  has 
isl  received,  it  indeed  learns  that  violences  hare 
een  committed  upon  the  commerce  and  citizens 
of  the  United  Stales  in  the  West  Indies,  and  on 
their  coasts.  Do  it  the  justice  to  believe  that  it 
needs  only  to  know  the  facts,  to  disavow  all  acts 
contrary  lo  the  laws  of  the  Republic  and  its  own 
decrees.  A  remedy  is  preparing  for  it,  aod  orders 
will  soon  arrive  in  the  West  Indies  calculated  to 
cause  everything  to  return  within  its  just  limits, 
until  an  amicable  arrangement  between  France 
anil  the  United  States  shall  re-establish  them  re- 
spectively in  the  enjoyment  of  their  treaties. 

This  period,  sir,  cannot  be  too  near  at  hand.  I 
do  not  cease  to  regret  that  you  should  refuse  your- 
self the  accelerating  of  it,  by  yielding  to  circum- 
stances persuaded,  as  t  ever  am,  that  you  were 
fully  authorized. 

Accept  my  wishes  for  your  happy  passage,  atui 
the  assurance  of  my  perfect  consideration. 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

No.  26. 

Mi.  Qeity  to  the  Minister  of  Eilerior  Belatioiia. 
Pabib,  July  25, 1798. 

Mi.  Gerry  having  seen  in  the  Redacteur  of  this 
morning  the  publication  of  a  letter  lo  him  from 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  French 
Republic,  dated  the  24th  Messidor,  (I2th  of  July,) 
requests  him  to  order  a  just  tranrlation  of  th« 
answer  dated  the  20ib  of  July,  to  be  also  pub- 
lished. Mr.  G.  being  on  the  eve  of  his  depariiire 
from  Paris,  presumes  the  Minister  will  readily 
comply  herewith,  to  prevent  partial  and  undue 
impressions  against  him  in  his  absence. 

No.  27. 
The  Minister  of  Gxterior  Relaticais  to  Mr.  Oeny, 
Envoy  of  (he  United  States. 
Paris,  16(A  Thermidor,  {Aiig.  3, 1798.) 


Presuming,  sir,  that  you  have  not  yet  embarked, 
I  address  lo  you  a  decree  of  the  Executive  Direct* 
ory,  wherein  you  will  find  a  part  of  the  measures 
which  I  announced  to  yoti  the  4th  of  this  month. 
Its  solicitude  will  not  be  confined  to  that.-  Neu- 
trals, in  general,  will  have  reason  soon  to  be  con- 
vinocd  of  its  firm  attachment  to  the  principles  to 
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which  it  is  deairous  that  all  the 
might  ajgree.  Ii  depends  upuu  the  United  States, 
in  particular,  to  cause  every  misuDdersiaDding 
immediately  to  disappear  between  ihem  and  the 
Freoeh  Republic. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  perfect  coiuid- 
eraiion. 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

.  No.  28. 

Hatbb,  Augiut  e,  1798. 
At  the  momeQL  of  my  embarcatioo,  CitizeD 
HiDister,  I  have  the  honor  of  receiving  youi  let- 
ter of  the  16tb  Therraidor,  (3d  August,)  with  the 
errCi  of  the  Executive  Directory  of  the  13th,  both 
of  which  shall  be  cotnmuDicated  to  the  Supieme 
Biecutire  of  the  United  States  immediately  after 
my  arrival  there. 

Accept,  Citizen  Minister,  the  assunoce  of  my 
perfect  respect. 

E.  GERRY. 
The  MitiiBTEB  OF  FoBEioH  AppAiae 

of  the  French  Republic 

No.  S9. 
Bitnct  ftom  the  Registen  of  the  Delibentioni  of  the 
ExccatiTe  Directoiy. 
Paris,  i3th  Thermidor,  {July  31,  1798.) 
6(A  year  of  the  Frmck  HepiMic, 

The  Executive  Directory  haviog  heard  the  re' 
port  of  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  the  Coionies 

Considering  that  infoimaiion  recently  received 
from  the  French  colonies  aod  the  continent  of 
America  leave  no  room  to  doubt  that  French 
cruisers,  or  such  as  call  themselves  French,  have 
infringed  the  laws  of  the  Republic  telalii 
cruising  and  prizes. 

Considering  that  foreigners  and  pirates  have 
abused  the  latitude  allowed  at  Cayenne,  and  in 
the  West  Indian  islands,  to  veaiels  filled  out  for 
etuising,  or  for  war  and  commerce,  in  order  to 
cover  with  the  French  flag  their  extortions,  and 
the  violation  of  the  respect  due  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  to  the  persons  and  properly  of  allies 
and  neutrals;  Decrees — 

Abt.  1.  Hereafter  no  letters  of  marque,authoti- 
Wions,  or  permissions,  to  fit  out  Tessels  either  for 
eraiting,  or  for  war  and  commerce,  shall  be  issued 
in  the  colonies  of  America,  but  by  the  special 
agents  of  the  Directory  themselTes.  who  shall  not 
delegate  that  power  to  any  one:  they  shall  exer- 
cise it  only  in  favor  of  owners  of  vessels  whose 
principles  and  responsibility  are  well  known  to 
them ;  and  they  shall  be  bound  to  conform  them- 
selves to  all  the  laws  relative  to  cruising  and 
prizes,  and  especially  to  those  of  the  1st  October, 
1793,  (O.  S.) 

AnT.  2.  All  letters  of  marque,  authorizations, 
01  permissions,  granted  in  the  colonies  of  America 
by  the  particular  agents  of  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory, and  all  other  agents,  civil  and  military,  un- 
der their  orders,  to  fit  out  vessels  eilher  for  cniis- 
ing,  or  for  war  and  commerce,  shall  be  considered 
«•  not  having  been  done,  after  the  thirtieth  Aaj 


from  the  publication  of  the  present  decree  in  ibt 
said  colonies. 

Abt.  3.  All  agents  and  other  depnties  iathe 
neutral  possessions,  appointed  to  deciQeibertnpni 
[he  validiiv  of  prizes  taken  by  the  French  croii- 
ers,  and  wno  shall  be  suspected  of  having  a  dinct 
or  indiieci  interest  in  the  vessels  fitted  out  foi 
cruising,  or  for  war  and  commerce,  shall  be  la- 
med ial  el  y  recalled. 

Abt.  4.  The  special  agents  of  the  Eiecutin 
Directory  at  Cayenne,  Bt.  Domingo,  and  (kiib- 
loupe,  shall  studiously  take  care  that  the  iaieiew 
and  property  of  vessels  belonging  toneutialitr 
allies,  be  scrupulously  respected ;  and  they  tbiU 
in  no  case  bargain  for  their  cargoes  but  bj  nmiut 
consent,  and  to  the  full  and  entire  aatisfactioD  of 
the  contracting  parties. 

Abt.  5.  The  said  special  agents  of  the  Execu- 
tive Directory,  the  commanders  of  all  veiselsrf 
the  Republic,  I  he  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls,  and  all 
others  invested  with  powers  for  that  purpose,shill 
cause  to  be  arrested  and  punished,  conformably  is 
the  laws,  all  those  who  shall  contravene  the  oo- 
risions  of  the  present  decree,  which  shall  be 
printed  in  the  bulletin  of  the  uw^  and  with  the 
execution  of  which  the  Ministers  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations, and  of  the  Marine  and  the  Colonies,  ire 
charged. 

For  a  true  copy,  as  the  President  of  the  Giecn- 

re  Directorr: 

MERLIN. 

By  the  Bxeentive  Directory,  as  the  Secretary 
General; 

TREILHARD. 

Fora  true  copy:  The  Minister  of  Exterior  Re- 
lations, 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

By  the  Minister :  The  Secretary  Oeneial, 

PAGANES. 

No.  30. 

Pabib,  June  9,  1798. 
Sib:  In  your  letter  to  the  Minister  of  Foteija 
Affairs,  of  the  13th  Prairial  published  in  the  Bjen 
Inform^  of  this  day,  you  have  deviated  in  some 
points,  not  very  material,  from  the  statement  com- 
municated by  the  Envoys  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  Stales  respectin?  a  conference  whieh 
I  had  with  the  Minister  aloresaid  onthe23dirf 
October  last,  viz:  that  I  requested  the  iniervieir, 
instead  of  the  Minister,  and  that  I  met  him  twice 
this  communication,  whereas  1  saw  him  but 
e.    I  wish,  therefore,  you  would   revise  the 
:  referred  to,  and  inform  me  whether  it 

,  ._  the  best  of  your  memory,  literally  irne; 

it  is  precisely  the  same,  without  changing  a  word, 
which  we  communicated  to  my  colleagues,   I 


Mr.  Haute  VAL. 

No.  31. 
Pabib,  the  22d  Frairiai,  6i&  year, 
(Jmu  1<^  1788.) 
But:  1  bare  receiTed  the  tetter  which  you  dri 
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me  the  honor  to  write  lo  me  yesterday,  relative  to 
that  wblch  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  write  to  ihe 
Hinisler  of  Ezierior  Relations,  on  the  I3th  of  this 
month,  and  which  the  Goverament  caused  I 
printed. 

It  is  not  at  all  astoniahing  that  my  memory  may 
not  have  aerved  me  with  precision  upon  a  subject 
which  passed  more  than  six  moDths  ago,  and  of 
which  1  have  not  taken  notes.  I  undertook  merelr 
to  repeal  widi  exactoeM  the  essential  beads,  which 
I  belie7e  I  hare  done. 

I,  indeed,  r«colle«i  that,  bariDgbeen  iwetherat 
the  Miuisier**  and  not  baring  met  him,  lleft  onr 
names  with  his  porter ;  that,  haTing  returned 
there  the  next  da^  alone,  he  expressed  to  me  his 
regret  at  not  having  been  at  nome  when  you 
called  there  the  day  before,  and  charged  me  to 
tell  yon  that  he  would  receive  you  with  a  great 
deal  of  pleuure,  on  a  day  he  as-'igned  to  me.  The 
appointment,  therefore,  prooeeded  from  the  Mio- 
iiier.  and  not  from  your  request,  as  I  have  said  in 
my  letter;  but  the  matter  appears  to  me  to  be  of 
Utile  consequence. 

The  second  error  which  you  remind  me  of  hav- 
ing eomnutted,  is  thai  of  having  separated  into 
two  conferences  what  passed  in  one.  Od  every 
occasion  when  1  have  had  the  pleasure  to  see  the 
Minister,  I  have  always  convened  with  him  on 
matters  relating  to  the  negotiations  with  ibe  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  tbe  success  of  which  I 
have  never  ceased  anxioosly  to  desire.  In  my 
letter  I  might  be  mistaken  in  some  details;  but 
you,  sir,  could  not,  having  immediately  taken  a 
written  note  of  what  bad  just  passed  between  the 
Minister,  yourself,  and  me.  I  regret  that  I  had 
not  the  pleasure  to  see  you  before  I  transmitted 
my  letter  to  the  Minister.  By  communicating  it 
10  you,  I  should  have  rectified  the  two  slight  er- 
ror* which  crept  into  it ;  but  1  was  constrained  by 
the  occasion,  and  was  very  Car  from  thinking  that 
it  would  be  printed. 

I  shall-ever  be  anxious  to  render  homage  to  the 
truth,  and  to  seize  occasions  of  assuring  you  of 
my  respeclfnl  attachment.  I  have  the  Honor  lo 
be,*Cn 

L.  HAUTE VAL. 
To  Mr.  Qebbt, 
Enoay  ^the  V.  S.  i>f  America,  Pari*. 


No.  33. 

Pabib,  July  IG,  1798. 
Dbab  Sir:  Some  part  of  the  iati  instructions 
of  the  Secretary  of  Slate  of  the  United  States  to 
the  Envoys,  and  to  Mr.  Humphreys,  who  brought 
the  despatches,  induces  me  lo  think,  that,  in  the 
precarious  state  of  our  affairs  with  France,  you 
may  have  conditional  instructions,  which  may  re- 
quire particular  information  of  wnat  respects  the 
existing  state  of  afiairs  here.  1  have,  laerefore, 
thought  it  best  to  enclose,  in  tbe  most  perfect  con- 
fidence, by  ray  secretary,  Mr.  Taiewell,  the  docu' 
meats  necessary  to  attain  ibis  object,  and  con- 


tained in  the  schedule  annexed, for  your  use  only. 
If  you  hare  not  received  such  instructions,  your 
prudence  will  dictate  the  necessity  of  observing 
the  most  profound  secrecy,  peading  any  subsequent 
measures  which  may  take  place  for  restoring 
friendship  between  the  two  Republics. 
I  shall  leave  Paris  for  Havre  as  soon  as  possible, 


and  expect  on  my  arrival  there  to  embark  imme- 
diately for  the  United  States.    Be  &         ■->--> 


d  that  1 


Sehednle  anelDnd  in  a  Uttmta  Mi.  Ki^- 
Letlers  from  Mr.  Gerry  to  tbe  Minister  of  For- 
eign Affairs : 

No.    1— April    4.  No.    2— April  20. 

No.    3— May  31.  No.    +— June     3. 

No.   5— June  10.  No.    6— June   13. 

No.    7— June  22.  No.   »-July      1. 

No.    9— July   10.  No.  10— July    20. 
To  Mr.  Pickering: 

No.  1— May  12.  No.  3— May  13. 
Letters  from  the  Minister  to  Mr.  Qerry: 

No.  1— Germinal  14,  April    3. 

No.  9— Prairial  11,  May   30. 

No.  3— Prairial  13,  June     1. 

No.  4— Prairial  SS,  June  10. 

No.  &— Prairial  30,  June  18. 

No.  6 — Messidor  9,  June  27. 

No.  7— Messidor  18,  July     6. 

No.  8— Messidor  24,  July    12. 

No.  9— Thermidor  4,  July   28. 


ZXtmsl  of  Mr.  Oetij's  lattat  to  Dr.  Tuowell.  as  far  (■ 
retslss  lo  Mr.  Kins,  Minister  of  the  Uoitad  SuIm  at 

MioNON,  Ah/  27,  1798. 
Deab  Sir  :  The  despatches  for  Mr.  King  are 
to  be  delivered  to  him  by  yourself;  in  the  interim, 
you  will  please  not  lo  let  ihem  be  put  out  of  your 
possession,  or  communicated  to  any  one. 


No.  34. 

Sabatsnee  of  a  Mofareiioe  vrith  the  Uotdi  Minister  Ihe 
tSthJuIr,  17H. 

Just  before  dinner,  the  Dutch  Minister  called 
OD  me,  and  said  he  had  received  fromMr.  Tallay- 
raud  a  printed  copy  of  his  letter  to  me,  dated  2ilh 
Mesudoi,  (12lh  July,)  thai  the  Dutch  Oorem- 
ment  took  a  friendly  part  in  the  disputes  between 
France  and  the  United  Stales,  ana  that  he  came 
to  offer  his  services,  and  the  mediation  of  his  Gov- 
ernment,  who  had  authorized  and  instructed  bin 
on  this  head. 

I  aoswered,  that  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Talleynn^ 
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in  publishing  his  teller  lo  me,  had  an  ho^itile  ap- 
pearance ;  that,  if  a  mediation  could  be  supposed 
necessary,  ii  must  be  offered  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  Slates;  I  had  oo  authority  to  ac- 
cept it;  thai,  if  the  QoTeroment  of  Prance  was 
sincere  in  its  declaration,  made  through  M.  Tal- 
leyrand, its  Minister,  all  tliat  was  nBDiinf  was  to 
open  a  negotiation :  for  he  had  expressed  a  desire 
to  show,  by  treaty,  how  well  disposed  France  was 
to  put  an  end  to  these  disputes ;  that  the  GoTern- 
ment  of  the  United  States  was  k>  reasonable  and 
just  in  its  demands  thai  it  could  not  fail  to  erince 
■  good  disposition  to  a  reconciliation ;  that  the 
etiquette  of  setting  on  foot  a  negotiation  appeared, 
at  present,  to  be  the  onlv  emlurraxsment,  mote 
especially  as  the  principal  obstruction  to  a  nego- 
tiation had  ceased,  this  Government  having  re- 
linquished all  claims  of  loans  and  reparations  on 
account  of  the  President's  Speeches ;  that,  as  the 
United  Stales  had  been  twice  defeated  in  sending 
Ministers  to  Paris,  tbe  Gorernment  might  not  be 
disposed  lo  send  them  a  third  time  ;  and,  that,  if 
the  French  Government  wonld propose  some  city 
in  a  nentral  nation,  as  a  place  for  opening  a  new 
negotiation,  or,  which  would  be  better,  would 
•end  a  Minister  to  the  United  States,  I  did  not 
doubt  it  would  succeed ;  that  this  was  a  mere 
maiter  of  opinion  :  for  I  had  no  iostiuciions  on 
the  subject;  neither  was  1  informed  whether  my 
Oovernment  had  or  bad  not  formed  an  alliance 
with  any  other  nation,  as  had  been  frequently  re- 
ported. The  Dutch  Minister  answered  that  ihe 
proposal  of  a  mediation  must  go  to  the  Goyern< 
mem,  and  inquired,  in  that  case,  if  1  would  stay 
atParis:  I  answered  no,  il  was  not  necessary: 
nnther  did  i  conceive  the  propriety  of  offering,  at 
this  period,  a  mediation :  the  proper  mode  of  set- 
tling disputes  was,  in  the  first  instance,  by  treaty ; 
if,  ID  any  points,  this  should  fail,  still  there  were 
other  means  besides  the  mediatiou  of  a  third 
Power,  which  might  be  adopted  ;  but  that,  if  his 
Ooverament  wished  to  make  the  proposition.  I 
would  carefully  transmit  it  to  the  Oovernment  of 
(be  United  States. 

He  said  that  Mr.  Tallevrand,  who  had  styled 
his  letter  a  pacific  manifesio,  and  had  sent  a 
[ninted  copy  to  each  foreign  Minister,  had  no  hos- 
tile intention  in  publishing  it;  but  considered  i I 
as  a  friendly  measure.  I  answered,  we  then  hsd 
different  views  of  the  subject.  I  then  showed  the 
answer  to  that  letter,  which  the  Dutch  Minister 
read.  I  thought  it  necessary,  for  the  information 
of  his  Government,  to  make  to  him  the  commo- 
a  mentioned. 


a  deplorable  monument  of  credulity  and  conttt- 
"etions:  and  it  is,witb  respect  to  that  Qovem- 

ent,  a  provocatioD  still  more  deplorable. 

It  IS  requisite,  by  the  evidence  of  facts  and  the 
very  words  of  the  Envoys  themselves,  to  show 
their  inconceivable  error.  It  is  requisite,  by  tfae 
force  of  reason  and  the  mere  sentiment  of  the 
happiness  of  the  two  Republics,  to  answer  to  tbe 
provocation  so  visibly  suggested  by  tbe  British 
Government. 

That  Government,  indeed,  after  so  many  and 
inch  ridiculous  efforts  against  the  French  Repub- 
lic, endeavors  to  organize  corruption  aronnd  it 
Grown  desperate  on  account  of  so  many  glonow 
treaties  of  peace  which  the  latter  has  coni^luded, 
it  has  flattered  itself,  by  its  peculiar  perfidies,  lo 
rekindle  the  former  wars  in  Europe,  and  to  eicitt 
againsi  il  anew  war  in  America;  but  all  tbissfr 
tem  of  British  corruption  shall  be  exposed  iti 
confounded ;  and  the  American  people  snail  know 
tbe  height  of  the  precipice  to  which  they  are 
urged  by  the  servile  friends  of  their  former  op- 
pressors. 

For  a  long  time  the  French  Republic  com- 
plained, and   certainly  it  had  a  right  to  do  so, 


No.  35. 
Upon  tbe  cammankatiou  made  W  the  Preadent  of  the 

Uni'td  8tatM  u  tbe  Amoiosn  Congrei^  on  the  IMi 

Oenninal,  6^i  jnr,  (April  8,  IT98.) 

The  American  and  English  papers  have  lately 
resounded  with  the  publication  of  the  most  strange 
communications,  which  the  Envoys  of  the  United 
States  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  make  to  their 
Government.    It  is,  with  respect  to  those  Bnvoys, 


t  the 


time  hostilities  were  soon  followed  by  the  most 
aggravating  injuries.  It  was  in  vain  that  ihe 
Republic  made  a  sikcriGce  of  armaments,  which 
might  compromii  the  American  neutrality. 

The  most  It^iiiroaie  of  its  armaments  was  soon 
after  contested.  The  French  vessels  experienced 
a  thousand  vexations.  Their  prizes  werenolonget 
under  the  protection  of  Ihe  treaties.  The  coutli 
of  justice  arrogated  a  jurisdiction  over  them; 
lengthy  and  ruinous  chicaneries  discouraged  the 
captors ;  the  French  ports  in  the  two  worlds  were 
soon  declared  to  be  blockaded  by  British  procli ma- 
tions;  the  vessels  which  departed  from  them  were 
stopped  on  a  loose  suspicion  of  being  enemies' 
property ;  those  which  carried  provisions  ihiihtr 
were  turned  back.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Brit- 
ish ships  of  war  entered  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  after  seizing  French  property  or  property 
claimed  to  be  sucb.  By  degrees  they  became  sta- 
tionary there,  and  made  of  them  military  si  a  lioos, 
whence  they  attacked  both  the  French  and  Ame- 
ricana in  connexion  with  France.  Tbe  Republic, 
however,  confined  iti>elf  to  appealing  to  its  trea- 
ties with  the  United  States,  and  to  pressing  their 
Government  Id  cause  their  own  neutrality  to  be 
respected.  They  answered  it  with  a  treaty  clan- 
destinely negotiated  and  concluded  with  Great 
Britain. 

Does  this  treaty,  howeve^  secure  the  nentrality 
of  theUnitedSlatea7  No.  llrenders the  presence 
of  Ihe  English  forces  in  their  f>orts  lawful;  it 
gives  to  England  rights  which,  in  the  midst  of 
war,  ameliorate  its  situation  to  the  prejudice  of 
France  and  its  colonies  •,  it  sacrifices  tne  ger.eroie 
principles  established,  in  favor  of  the  liberty  of 
the  seas,  in  former  treaties. 

France  makes  comptainta ;  the  American  Gov- 
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RdaiionM  xeith  /Vance. 


ernnieDt  elud«s,  and  wanders  from  them ;  it  mul- 
tiplies official  Dotet  wiihotii  approaching  the  ID aiu 
point  of  the  question.  Reparations  afe  demanded  ; 
they  are  not  made.  It  speaks  of  noibing  bal 
wrongs  experienced  by  the  Uoited  States;  il skips 
over  [hose  which  it  makes  France  suffer;  the 
treaty  of  1778  is  renderf  d  more  and  more  insig- 
nificant ;  and  the  last  blows  are  struck  at  the 
French  cruisers  in  the  American  seas,  bf  the  pro- 
bibition  to  sell  their  prizes.  The  Repablic  is  un- 
der the  necessity,  in  order  to  manifest  its  too  long 
SDspended  sentiment,  and  briogabouta  oegotia- 
lioD,  to  appropriate  to  ilseif  the  same  clauses  of 
the  Engli&h  treaty.  At  length  the  United  Slates, 
aensible  only  to  the  disagreeable  consequences 
which  have  resulted  tberelrom  to  themselves,  ap- 
prsred  to  wish  a  reconciiiation. 

Three  Commissioaers  hare  been  sent  for  that 
end  to  the  French  Republic ;  two  of  th^  General 
Pinekney  and  Mr.  Marshall,  maoifeating  against 
France  prejudices  brought  from  America,  or  im- 
bibed from  the  nature  of  the  connexions  which 
diey  lost  no  time  in  forming  here ;  and  the  third. 
Hr.  Gerry,  announcing  more  impartially,  ana 
manifesting  himself  more  disposed  to  lend  a  favor- 
Ible  ear  to  everything  which  might  reconcile  the 
two  Republics. 

From  this  ill-iuited  union,  which  disclosed  dis- 
positions nut  verv  conciliatory,  there  must  needs 
result,  and  there  nas,  in  fact,  resulted,  a  crooked 
lad  embarrassed  career,  on  the  part  of  those  Com- 
nussioners;  hence,  in  their  constant  aversion  to 
do  what  might  reconcile,  their  eagerness  to  write 
what  might  disgust. 

At  first,  the;  manifested  a  desire  to  be  acknowl- 
edged ;  but  explHoaiions  of  some  expreKstons,  evi- 
dently insulting  to  the  Republic,  which  were  con- 
tained in  the  opening  Speech  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  were  demanded  from  ihem  as 
■  previous  condition.  They  did  more  than  to  re- 
fpse ;  and  bad  recourse  to  groundless  recrimioa- 
liona.  Soon  afterwards  a  willingness  appeared  to 
spare  them  the  embarrassment  ot  the  disavowals ; 
and  in  order  to  detach  them  from  England,  and 
lo  restore,  in  a  small  degree,  the  balance  so  strongly 
inclined  in  favor  of  tbat  Power,  bv  the  last  treaty, 
it  was  wished  that  an  unequivocal  proof  of  atlach- 
ment  to  our  cause,  which  so  recently  was  their 
own, might  be  obtained  from  them:  it  suited  the 
finances  to  exchange,  at  that  period,  for  specie, 
some  Btttavien  inscriptions  at  gradual  mstalments: 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  gave  them  to 
■uiderslandj  that  their  oSerioe  to  purchase  a  cer- 
taio  quantity  of  them  wonld  be  considered  as  a 
friendly  act.  They  said,  they  did  not  possess  the 
power ;  and  they  showed  tbat  they  had  not  the 
will.  To  come  at  some  accommodation,  some 
friendly  explanation,  frequent  c 
*i<h  [he  Minister  of  the  Exterior  „^.^^^. 

The  latter  complained,  publicly,  that  he  _._ 

see  them  ;  and  they  avowed  that  he  caused  them 
to  be  often  informed  of  this  reproach  ;  but  two  of 
the  Commissioners,  shielding  tbemselres  under 
ceiemoQy,  refiiaed  to  comply  with  the  desire.  Mr. 
Qerry,  at  length,  resolved  to  go  ;  spoke  twice  with 
the  Minister;  and,  whether  Irom  embarrawment 
Sth  COK.— US 


in  explaining  himself,  or  fear  of  compromitting 
himself,  he  said  hui  little,  and  did  not  venture  to 
decide  on  anything. 

In  the  mean  lime  the  Envoys  thought  them- 
selves bound  to  transmit  lo  the  President  of  the 
United  States  a  very  voluminous  account  of  their 
negotiation.  Of  what,  then,  could  (his  account 
be  composed  1  It  was  necessary  to  fill  il  with 
despicable  manmuvres  cf  all  the  intriguers,  who, 
seeing  the  Commissioners  charged  with  the  most 
imporlani  interests,  secluding  themselves  from  the 
GovernmeDt  with  which  they  ought  to  treat,  hast- 
ened to  gather  round  tbem,  and  infatuated  theni 
with  the  idea  of  (heir  credit,  and  the  opinion  of 
their  importance. 

One  of^ these  intriguers  appears  to  have  grounded 
himself  on  some  acquaintance  which,  as  a  for- 
eigner, having  a  recommendation,  he  had  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  with  the  Minister:  another, 
(andi(  is  the  one  who  is  the  most  active,)  grounds 
himself  solely  upon  the  acquaintance  which  he 
had  with  the  first  intriguer ;  for  he  declares  that 
he  does  nol  even  know  the  Minister.  Such, 
moreover,  is  the  situation  of  the  maa,  whoever  he 
may  be,  who  is  placed  at  the  head  of^this  Depart- 
ment, that  he  is  obliged  to  receive  and  listen  to 
many  persons  who  are  far  from  having  any  share 
in  his  confidence ;  and  he  has  no  means  of  pre- 
venting the  abuse  they  may  make,  in  his  absence, 
□f  the  most  insignificant  visits,  of  which  (hey 
avail  (hemselves,  as  suits  their  interest,  with  men 
of  no  experience. 

In  the  publication  which  the  American  Gov- 
ernment has  made  of  the  report  of  its  Envoys, 
these  persons,  without  being  avowed,  are  desig- 
nated each  by  a  letter.  The  Minister,  impatient 
to  know  their  names,  demanded  them  with  im- 
portunity, and  finally  obtained  the  communica- 
tion, which  he  immediately  handed  (o  the  proper 
authority.  It  wilt  be  learned,  with  pleaniie,  that 
they  are  foreigners ;  and  it  will  be  readily  believed 
that  they  did  justice  to  themselves  by  hastening 
to  amt  the  territory  of  the  Republic.  Only  one 
of  those  letters,  Z.,  designates  a  Frencbnun,  who  . 
hastened  lo  declare  himself.*  The  language  he 
held  is  irreproachable:  he  is  represented  as  having 
sometimes  served  as  interpreter ;  but  it  is  clearly 
seen  that  he  interpreted  none  but  honorable  prop- 
As  to  the  foreigners  who  are  seen  figuring  in 
this  negotiation,  it  appears  that  (he  object  of  tneit 
whole  intrigue  was  to  obtain  from  the  Americana 
mm  of  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  livrea, 
be  distributed  for  corrupt  purposes.  Hence  be- 
gin and  end  all  the  bustle,  all  tne  conversations, 
all  the  proceedings,  minutely  detailed  in  the  teport 
of  tbe  Envoys. 

It  will  be  forever  Inconceivable  that  men,  au- 
thorized to  represent  the  United  Stales  nest  the 
French  Republic,  conid  have  been  for  an  instant 
deceived  bv  manceuvres  so  evidently  counterfeit, 
and  that  tnere  should  exist  a  temptation  to  con- 
rt  the  error  in  this  respect  into  bad  faith. 

■  Bm  his  latter  printad  at  the  end  of  theae  reflex- 
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Rtiatioiu  with  France. 


What  7  Three  men  are  feat  EoTOfs  from  Amer- 
ica to  Prance  to  aegqiiate  there  a  recoDctliaiioD 
between  the  Iwo  Republics:  embarrataed  in  a  pte- 
liminary  matter,  they  cannot  at  once  confer  with 
(he  Minister  ai  Commissioners ;  but  they  hare  a 
ihotuaad  way*  of  seeing  bim  as  individoaJs,  either 
at  his  own  house  or  elsewhere;  and  two  of  them 
cODstantly  refuse  aU  the  facilities  which  are  ofier- 

Thii  is  not  all :  we  see  ihem  present  the  details 
of  their  negotiation,  as  if  persuaded  that  the  dis- 


conGdeace  of  the  GoTernmenl ;  and,  aeTertbeless, 
in  the  course  of  their  recital,  they  sufler  an  avow- 
al toescipe.  that  they  sereral  times  suspected  these 
clandesiine  communications,  and  that  they  finally 
decided  to  reject  them  for  tlie  future.  Mr.  Gerry 
eren  declares  positively,  that  these  meddlers  did 
not  produce  any  authority  or  any  documents  of  any 
kind  whatever.!  At  the  same  time,  they  coniianed 
to  decline  the  direct  communications,  which  were 
offered  to  them  coniinually  by  the  Minister.  Is 
not  all  rhia  a  labyrinth  of  contradictionsl 

And  when  we  examine  by  what  a  series  of  in- 
termediate persons  tbey  thought  to  approach  the 
Minister,  whom  it  was  so  easy  to  them  lo  consult 
immediately,  is  it  ooi  rendered  impossible  for  us 
to  think  thai  they  hare  seriously  adopted  the  conse- 
quences of  their  recital? 

Bere  il  is  a  lady  known  to  be  connected  ' 
Mr.  Pinckney,  who  holds  with  hiin  the  mos 
nocent  discourse,  which  has  been  repealed  to 
from  oneendof  France  to  the  olber:  lendui  (says 
she  to  him  one  day)  money  t'n  our  var;  we  lati  it  to 
you  inyoitn;  and  a  conversation  thus  simple  is 
taken  up  by  Mr.  Pinckney,  who  finds  it  necessary 
to  write  everything,  and  to  poison  everytbiog;  it  is 
mysteriously  sent  by  him  to  his  Oovemment,  as 
if  it  had  any  relation  to  the  clandestine  propo- 
aitions  made  by  the  intriguers:  thus  minute  is 
distrust  1  Thus  is  prejudice  led  astray  in  it^  rea- 
aonings !  In  this  manner  are  the  politics  of  some 
men  a  peit  to  social  intercourse! 

There  is  one  W.,  whom  we  have  not  succeeded 
in  discovering,  who  introduces  lo  General  Pinck- 
ney one  X.,  a  very  hasty  fellow,  who  says  he  is 
charged  with  a  message  from  the  Minister ;  who, 
being  soon  afterwards  pressed  lo  answer  whether 
he  is  personally  known  to  him,  is  forced  to  say  no; 
but  that  be  bas  the  propositions  which  he  made 
from  Y.;  who,  he  says,  had  connexions  with-  the 
Mioisier;  and,  nevertheless,  when  ihey  want 
intrust  Y.  with  the  n^aiive  answer  lo  nis  propo- 
sition for  one  milliun  two  hundred  tfaonsandiivres, 
he  declined  being  cbarffed  with  il,  and  is  compel- 
led to  avow,  through  a  cind  of  shame,  and  at  the 
risk  of  discreditiBff  the  part  he  was  playing,  that 
the  proposition  did  not  come  from  the  Directory, 
nor  eren  from  the  Minister ;  and  that  it  came 
solely  from  him,  Y.,  who  was  desirous  of  saving 
the  Envoys  the  mortification  of  the  disavowals. 
If  these  same  men  have  afterwards  held  a  differ- 
m  language,  was  il  noi  natural  for  the  Envoys 

t,8ee  at  the  and,  bis  firM  snswer  to  ths  Minister. 


forever  lo  mistrust  their  reports;  and,  above  sll, 
lo  endeavor  to  reach  the  source  ?  They  have  act 
done  so.  How  can  this  conduct  be  reeoaeilfd 
either  with  reason  or  good  faith-? 

In  the  same  report  tbey  manifest  themselves 
desirous  of  ioforming  their  Government,  with  the 
utmost  detail,  of  everything  which  passed  in  rtla. 
tion  to  their  commisNon  ;  and  while,  with  suck 
a  scrupulous  care  thejr  collect  so  many  absordi- 
ties  and  miseraUe  puerilities,  they  are  silent  apm 
the  official  communications,  which  tike  persoas 
loved  in  the  Office  of  Exterior  Reiationt  bad 
them  on  behalf  of  ihe  Minister.  It  is,  with- 
out doubt,  because  those  communicauoos,  agree- 
ing with  ihe  few  which  the  Minister  himMlf 
made,  were  pure,  upruht,  and  calculated  U  da 
honor  to  the  Frenca  Government.  It  was  pari 
of  their  plan  to  pass  them  over  in  silence.  Tbe 
others,  so  suspicious  in  their  orwin,  w^e  defam- 
atory in  iKeir  objecL  They  had  the  utmost  im- 
paiience  to  make  ihem  known.* 

They  had  just  pre&entedavolumiaoasinemDnal 
setting  forth  their  wetended  grievances.  Tbey 
well  knew  thai  ihe  Minister  was  about  to  address 
a  note  lo  them  in  answer,  which  ought  to  bive 
formed  one  of  the  authentic  docoroents  of  the  ne- 
gotiation, and  which,  in  facL  was  sent  lo  ifaem  in 
the  month  of  Ventose  last,  (March  19.)  They 
hastened  to  publish  everything  that  evidently  did 
not  come  from  the  Minister,  and  which  ihey  «0- 
deavored  to  impute  to  him,  in  order,  doubtless,  to 
weaken  thereby  the  very  difiereoi  impression 
which  must  have  been  produced  by  the  note, 
wherein  everything  breaines  a  sincere  desire  to 
conciliate. 

This  gronp  of  facts  presents  such  a  tissue  of  IB- 
congruities  and  contradictions,  that  the  miadis 


Envoys.  But  it  is  very  evident  thai  thejr  have 
been  most  strangely  deceived,  if  tbey  did  lie- 
lieve.  and  that  they  are  most  perfidious,  if  tbey 
did  not  believe  what  they  relate.  [In  the  expres- 
sion of  these  reproaches  which  escape  from  iodig' 
nation,  it  is  requisite  to  hasten  to  except  Hi. 
Gerry,  who.  doubtless,  may  have  been  deceived 
bath  by  the  foreign  intriguers,  and,  pnhaps,  alio, 
by  his  very  colleagues,  but  to  whom  no  suspicion 
of  bad  faith  or  insincerity  can  atiach.J 

Now,  what  could  be  the  secret  motive  which 
caused  such  puerile  communications  to  be  circo- 
lated  with  so  much  eclat?  How,  then,  can  they 
justify  the  pompous  affectation  by  which  the 
American  people  has  been  prepared  to  hear  clieml 
How  can  we  conceive  that  it  was  hoped  to  ren- 
der the  farce  more  imposing  by  fasts  and  public 
prayers? 


exp««  declaration  of  Mr.  Gen?,  that,  in  the  conrm  of 
the  negotiations,  he  saw  perH)na  employsd  by  the  offiw 
of  Exterior  Relitiona,  and  the  joslice  he  does  tbna. « 
na«kr  having  ottered  a  word  vhiefa  had  the  lewt  "'*' 
tion  to  piDpoaitions,  sudi  as  the  mtrigning  fonigaB* 
X.  and  Y.  appeared  lo  have  mads. 
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Doubtless,  a  ^eat  object  caased  tbem  to  hazard 
■be  boldioe '  up  as  discoTeries  of  ihe  greatest  ' 
partBDce,  tne  inaoheretit  prating  of  two  iDiriguen, 
who  were  foreigners  with  respect  to  France.  Per- 
hap  it  was  supposed  tbal  the  citizens  of  ibe  Uni- 
lea  States  would  judge  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment bf  these  caricatures,  and  that  tSe  French 
Gorernment  would  be  sensible  to  saeh  a  marked 
prorocatioD.  Tbe  effect  of  the  outrage  was  cbI- 
ealated  from  tbe  malignity  of  tbe  intention,  and 
not  from  the  littleness  of  the  means. 

In  one  word,  ihe^  flattered  themselves  with 
exciting  Indifnation  mstead  of  pity.  Thev  wished 
for  war ;  and  they  wisbed  that  insultea  France 
might  d«chre  it  against  a  people  wbone  cause 
she  defended,  and  LnH.t  it  might  l>e  restored  by  her 
to  the  arina  of  Sngland. 

By  that  war,  the  British  Cabinet  would  gain 
an  ally  who  would  labor  for  its  interestj  second 
its  projects  upon  the  French  and  Spanish  colo- 
nies, and  retard  the  moment  of  its  humiliation ; 
by  thnt  war,  too,  the  British  Government  would 
accelerate  the  execution  of  a  favorite  plan,  of 
which  it  has  never  lost  sight. 

It  is  known  ibat,  since  it  despaired  of  reuniting 
to  tbe  Triple  Crown  the  Slates  whose  independ- 
ence it  was  obliged  to  acknowledge,  it  aspired,  at 
least  to  prejudice  them  in  favor  of  limited  mon- 
archy ;  inat  it  endeaTOred  to  fortify,  by  the  simi- 
larity of  Constitutional  forms,  the  habits  common 
to  the  English  and  American  people  i  and  that  it 
look  care  to  keep,  for  a  long  lime,  one  of  the  sons 
of  George  IIL,  in  thevicinity  of  the  United  States. 
Can  it  then  be  true,  that,  to  the  diufrace  of  the 
haman  roind,  many  citizens  of  the  United  States 
should  be  found  who  are  seriously  reconciled  to 
the  English  form  of  Qovernraentf  Can,  it  then, 
be  true,  that  men,  called  by  the  public  confidence 
to  the  head  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  have  written  in  favor  of  Ihe  British  Con- 
ititntioD,  merely  to  prepare  its  adoption  in  their 
own  country  1  Can  it  be  true,  that  a  thirst  for 
honors,  greediness  of  wealth,  and  a  desire  uf  per- 
petuating power,  have  already  ripened  this  con- 
qHTscT  against  Uberty  1 

l£  t&ia  ought  to  be  no  lonser  considered  as  a 
suspicion,  all  is  eiplaioed.  War  is  necessary  in 
(Miler  to  raise  troop*  and  obtain  supplies:  an  un- 
nataral  war  agaiiut  old  friends,  against  brothers, 
agaiitsi  republicans,  is  more  especially  necessary. 
Il  is  necessary  that  this  war  snould  eicice  civil 
commotions,  shock  every  idea  of  morality,  and 
rouse  to  reststaooA  the  tme  sons  of  America ;  and 
pretences  will  arise  in  abundance  for  stigmatizing 
with  sedition  the  honorable  defenders  of  princi- 
pliK,  and  for  substituting  a  monarchical  m  the 
room  of  a  representative  Government. 

It  would  be  hereafter  unoecessary  to  dissemble. 
Sncb  are  the  criminal  practices  of  the  English 
Cabinet.  Such  is  the  blind  propensity  of  a.  Qor- 
emment  which  it  influences ;  and  it  is  the  Freneh 
Republic,  which  sacrificed  the  blood  and  fortune 
of  Its  citizens  in  the  cause  of  liberty ;  it  is  tbe 
French  Republic  that  is  instigated  to  strike  the 
fatal  blowl  But,  superior  to  the  influence  of  her 
resentment*,  she  will  be  actvated  by  nothing  but 


the  happiness  of  the  two  Republics,  and  she  will 
appeal  to  the  whole  universe  to  judge  of  the  sin* 
cerity  of  the  dispositions  wbicQ  she  has  never 
ceased,  and  whicli  she  will  never  cease,  to  mani- 
fest, for  living  in  peace  with  America. 

P.  S  It  is  of  extreme  importance  to  lay  before 
tbe  public  tbe  letters  written  to  Mr.  Gerry,  Envoy 
of  tbe  United  States,  by  the  Minister  of  Exterior 
Relations  as  soon  as  this  strange  publication  came 
to  bis  knowledge ;  and  il  is  of  equal  importance  to 
know  the  answers  given  by  Mr.  Gerry.  Both  are 
as  follow.    [See  the  preceding  numbert  6, 7, 3,  tO, 

Note. — The  names  were  in  fapt  sent  to  tho 
Minister,  who  immediately  deposited  them  in  the 
proper  place. 

[Thi  foUowing  letter  of  the  citiieii,  designated  by  IIm 
letter  Z.  it  i*  not  law  esientlaJ  to  pul>li>h.] 
13th  Prairial,  6(A  yeaf, 

(June  ],  1798  ) 
To  TBB  MiNiBTEB  OP  EKTEBiott  Relations: 
Mr.  Gerry  having  communicated  to  me  the  letter 
which  you  yesterday  wrote  to  him,  by  which  jou 
expressly  desire  that  he  may  make  known  to  you 
the  persons  meant  by  the  letters  W.  X.  Y.  Z.,  in 
tbe  correspondence  of  the  American  Envoys, 
printed  in  a  public  paper  of  tbe  United  States  of 
America,  dated  April  12,  (O.  S.) 

My  sensibility  must  be  much  afiected  on  finding 
myself,  under  the  Letter  Z..  acting  a  part  in  com- 

Eny  with  certain  intriguers,  whose  plan  it  doubt- 
e  was  10  take  advantage  of  the  good  faith  of  tbe 
American  Envoys,  and  make  them  their  dupes. 
Finding  myself  implicated  in  this  at&ir,  and  wish- 
ing to  remove  m^  uneasiness  respecting  the  disa- 
greeable impressions,  and  the  consequence  which 
ine  publication  of  your  letter  to  Mr.  Gerry  might 
,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  hasten  to  you, 
and  pray  you,  Citizen  Minister,  to  be  pleased  to 
declare,  in  writing,  that,  in  the  conferences  I  had 
with  those  gentlemen,  I  pursued  the  communica- 
tions which  yon  authorized  me  to  make  to  them, 

the  manner  I  shall  state  below. 

In  the  beginning  of  last  Brumaire,  (October  2S, 
1797,)  having  been  to  pay  mv  respects  to  theCit- 
iien  Minister  of  Exterior  Relations,  and,  ibe  con- 
versation turning  upon  tbe  United  Slates  of 
America,  he  expressed  to  me  bis  surprise  that 
none  of  the  Americans,  and  especially  the  new 
EoToys,  ever  came  to  his  house ;  that  this  was 
not  the  way  to  open  a  negotiation,  the  success  of 
which  they  had  more  reason  than  we  to  wish  ; 
that  he  would  receive  tbem  individually  with 

Ereat  pleasure,  and  particularly  Mr.  Gerry,  whom 
e  had  known  at  Boston.  Knowing  my  friendly 
connexions  with  Mr.  Oerrv,  he  charged  me  to 
impart  to  them  what  be  bad  said.  I  accordinglf 
waited  on  Mr.  Gerry,  who,  having  sent  for  Tiis 
colleagues,  I  communicated  to  them  the  conver- 
eliou  i  had  bad  ;vith  the  Citizen  Minister. 

Messrs  Pinckney  and  Marshall  declined  wali- 
ng oD  the  Minister  upon  the  ground  of  ceremony; 
but  as  tbe  same  reason  did  not  apply  to  Mr.  Gerry, 
agreed  that  he  should  go  the  next  day,  mm 
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thai  I  shouid  accompany  bim,  Mr.  Gerry  at  that 
time  not  being  able  lo  eipcess  himself  in  French. 
The  next  day  we  went ;  but  not  finding  the  Min- 
ister at  home,  Mr.  Qerry  requested  bim  to  appoint 
ft  time  for  an  iolerview,  which  was  Cxed  for  a  few 
<Uys  atier.  We  aitenaed  accordingly,  and,  after 
tbe  usual  compliments,  Mr.  Gerry  haTlDg  ex- 
pressed to  the  Minister  bis  desite  to  see  harmoay 
and  a  good  uaderstanding  re-established  between 
the  two  Republics,  the  Minisler  answered  him 
that  the  Directory  had  made  a  deierminaiion  not 
to  treat  with  them,  unless  they  preriousty  made 
reparation  for  some  parts  of  the  President's  Speech 
at  the  opening  of  Congress,  and  gave  an  explana- 
tion of  some  others;  that  he  could  not  delay  but 
for  a  few  days  communicating  this  determination 
(Acially  to  ihem;  that,  until  then,  if  they  had 
■lOY  propositions  to  make,  which  could  be  agreea- 
ble to  the  Directory,  be  would  communicate  them 
with  alacrity;  that  considering  the  circumstance, 
and  the  services  of  the  same  kind  which  France 
<  had  formerly  rendered  to  ihe  United  States,  the 
best  wav  would  be  for  them  to  offer  to  makes 
loan  Co  Fraace,  either  by  caking Batarian  inxcrip- 
tioD*  for  the  aum  of  fifteen  or  Mxteen  milhons  of 
florins,  or  in  any  other  manner.  Mr.  Gerry,  after 
having  replied  m  a  polite,  but  evasive  manner  to 
the  Stsi  article,  added,  on  the  subject  of  the  loan, 
that  their  powers  did  not  extend  so  far,  but  ibat 
he  would  confer  with  his  colleagues  upon  the 
subiecl.  It  is  to  be  observed  that,  as  the  Minister 
■poke  nothing  but  French,  I  repeated  in  English 
to  Mr.  Gt;rry  what  he  had  naid  to  him,  and  that; 
although  certain  that  he  very  well  understood  the 
answers  of  Mr.  Gerry,  I  repeated  them  to  him  in 
Freoch.  We  look  our  leave  of  the  Minister  who 
had  just  received  a  courier,  and  he  charged  me  on 
parting  to  repeal  to  Mr.  Gieiry  aod  his  colleagues 
what  he  had  said  lo  us.  Accordingly  I  repeated 
(O  Messrs.  Piockney  aod  Marshall^  in  ihe  pres- 
ence of  Mr.  Gerry,  tbe  conversation  which  we 
had  had  with  the  Minister. 

A  few  days  afcerwards  Mr.  Gerry  requested  me 
to  accompany  him  agaio  on  a  visit  to  the  Mi 
ter,  aod  having  repeated  to  him  the  extreme 
■ire  he  felt  lo  see  the  most  perfect  union  re-estab- 
lisbed  between  the  two  nations,  he  resorted  to  the 
insufficiency  uf  ibeir  powers,  and  proposed,  in  the 
name  of  his  colleagues  and  himself,  that  one  of 
them  should  immediately  depart  for  America 
witl)  the  propositions  which  the  French  Govern- 
ment might  make.  The  Minister  answered  that 
it  would  require  six  months  to  have  an  answer, 
mod  ihat  it  was  of  importance  to  have  a  speedy 
determination ;  that  he  was  extremely  desirous  t 
have  frequent  communications  with  them  indi 
vidually  and  amicably.  This  course  appearing 
to  him  lo  be  the  best  adapted  to  come  at  the  issue 
of  a  speedy  negotiation,  he  therefore  lamented  that 
he  had  yet  had  no  communication  with  them. 
Such,  Ciiizen  Minister, 


0  person  has  had  a  greater  desire  than  myself  ti 
re  thin  n^oiiaiion  succeed. 

HealUi  and  respect,  HAUTEVAL. 


MR.  SKIPWITH'S  COMMUNIQATIOKB. 

To  the   Seetetaiy  of  State  of  the  United  Btslet  of 

America. 

Paris,  Augvtl  4,  n9& 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  enclosed  the 
official  copy  of  an  writ  of  tbe  Biecutive  Direc- 
tory of  the  Freoch  Republic,  concerning  the 
French  privateers  in  the  West  Indies,  which  was 
transmitted  to  me  by  the  French  Minister  of 
ForeiiTD  Affairs.  I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  sir.dtc 
FULWAR  SKIPWITH. 

Paris,  Atigtut  8, 1796. 

Sir:  Having  had  the  honor  of  iransmittin^  to 
you  three  official  copies  of  the  arr^t  of  the  Direc- 
tory, of  the  13th  Thermidor,*  concerning  theii 

■  -iteers  in  the  West  Indies,  the  present  is  mere- 
-j  .-  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  yes- 
terday received  from  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations, on  the  subject  of  that  arrfit.  I  hare  tbe 
honor  to  be.  sir,  iix. 

FULWAR  SKIPWITH. 

To  the  SEcmBTAHY  of  State, 


Paris,  19  Thermidor,  (Augvtt  6, 1796.) 
m  year  of  the  Fimeh  RepabHe. 

CmzBn:  You  will  have  seen  in  No.  961  of  the 
Redacteur,  a  copy  of  a  decree  made  by  the  Dir«e- 
tory,  in  order  to  cause  the  privateers  to  remm 
within  the  rules  and  limits  whence  they  ought 
never  to  have  departed. 

By  this  measure  foreign  Powwa  will  be  con- 
vinced Ihat  the  Executive  Directory,  when  ii^ 
formed  of  ihe  abuses  which  may  be  direclei 
■gainst  ihem,  takes  every  pains  to  stop  them,>iid 
to  prevent  their  return. 

You  will  doubtless  tee  in  the  intention  sod  At 
acts  of  the  Directory  cause  for  feeling  a  seenHly 
with  respect  lo  the  commerce  of  your  feilow-cin- 
zens,  so  long  as  it  shall  be  confined  within  jnsl 
bounds. 

I  wish,  citizen,  that,  for  the  good  of  the  two 
countries,  the  conduct  of  the  Federal  Governmait 
may  correspond  with  that  of  the  Directory.  In 
this  supposition,  ihe  friendly  relations  of  tbe  two 
people  would  be  soon  re -established.  _ 

CM.  TALLEYRAND. 

Fultrar  Skipwith,  Consol  Generd  far  the  Unitad  Stotw 
near  the  French  RepabUe,  to  Timothy  Kinmi' 
Eiqnire,  8eeretai7  of  8uia  of  tbe  United  Bum. 
CoNBDLATE  General  op  tub  U.  S., 
Paris.  Augutt  SH,  1796. 
Sir  :  With  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  iosi  it- 
cetved  from  the  Minister  of  Poreien  ABKirs,.' 
have  the  honor,  under  cover  thereof;  to  iranOTJi 
lo  you  copies  of  two  letters  which  have  been  oO- 

*  Slit  July,  1708— 4h«  antt  ban  rdnred  to. 
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cUilv  communicaied  to  me  from  the  Minister  of 
Hanne  to  all  principal  civil  and  railiiary  officers, 
(1  the  different  ports  of  this  Rvpublic,  conceraing 
the  safely  a.Dd  protection  of  American  citizens  in 

5ei>era1,  and  those  searacti  in  paiiicularwho  were 
Elained  or  are  in  coDBnement  at  those  ports. 
Agreeably  to  the  jntimations  coatained  in  the 
Minisiei's  letter  to  me,  I  have  this  day  made  ap- 
plication to  ibe  Minister  of  Police  in  favor  of  the 
American  seatnen,  who,  by  means  of  one  of  the 
public  authorities  al  L'Oneni,  bad  been  arrested 
as  Englisbmen,  and  are  at  present  confined  at 
Orleans  as  prisoners  of  war.  In  a  few  days  I  ex- 
pect to  obtain  their  liberation,  and  shall  procure 
their  passa^  home. 

!  have  likewise  the  pleasure  of  forwarding  to 
TOD  an  official  cony  of  an  arr^t  of  tbe  Directory 
for  raising  the  emtiHrgo,  imposed  by  Qoreroment 
on  all  rebels  beloDgin?  to  the  United  Stales  in 
the  ports  of  this  RepnUic. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  observe  that,  from  infoi- 
BUl  communications  which  1  have  recently  and 
repeatedly  had  with  some  of  the  best  informed  in- 
dividuals of  the  Qovernment  on  the  subject  of 
American  vessels  and  property,  now  under  trial 
before  tbe  different  tribunals  of  this  Republic,  I 
hare  derived  9uch  information  of  the  present  dis- 
position and  inienlioDS  of  the  Directory,  as  to  be 
miafied  myself  that  they  will,  ere  lon^,  endeavor 
lo  provoke  in  the  Lefiskatute  a  revision  of  their 
maritime  laws,  and  that  such  a  system  will  be 
organized  as  will  secure  the  most  important  rights 
ofneulralily  upon  the  seas:  this  pleasingf  event 
is  generally  expected,  and  will,  I  am  persuaded, 
arnve  before  this  can  reach  you.  Though  many 
of  the  late  arrets  of  the  Directory  have  certainly 
encouraged  the  tribunals  in  tbe  most  pernicious 
applications  of  exijiiing  laws  in  regard  to  neutral 
properly  captured  and  Brought  in  for  adjudication, 
yet  it  may  not  be  unimportant  to  remaric  to  you, 
sir.  ibat  tbe  Directory,  however  well  dis])osed, 
cannot  change  Ibe  conduct  of  the  tribunals  in  re- 

Erd  to  AmeticBD  and  other  neutral  vessels  now 
fore  them,  without  legislative  interference ;  and 
that,  owing  to  particular  circumstancesj  it  Appears 
CTidently  that  some  time  is  ne 
prepare  and  dispose  that  body 
and  mate  others,  which  shall  cause  the  tribunals 
and  privateers  lo  respect  neutrals  in  general,  and 
tbe  Bag  of  the  United  Stales  iu  pariicular:  but 
from  the  present  maDifest  dispgsilious  and  endea- 
vors of  the  Directory  to  produce  that  end,  I  am 
happy  to  add,  thai  tbe  tribunal  of  cassation,  before 
whom  appeals  have  been  made  on  most  of  tbe 
American  property  condemned  in  France,  appear 
disposed  to  procrastinate  pronouncing  upon  ihem 
until  the  sentiment  of  the  Legislature  shall  be 
declared  upon  tbe  laws  which  are  operating 
against  their  success.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 
FULWAR  SKIPWITH. 

The  Hiniatei  ofForeijrn  Belationi  to  Mr.  F.  Skipwith. 
3d  FVuctid 
tthyear 

I  send  you,  sir,  copies  of  two  letters  written  by 
the  Hinister  of  Burine  to  all  the  principal  officers, 


civil  and  military,  of  the  ports  of  the  Republic. 
Their  contents  will  prove  to  you  the  attention  of 
tbe  Government  lo  remedy  ihe  abuses  committed 

With  respect  to  the  persons  detained  in  the  civit 
prisons  of  Orleans,  because  they  are  not  possessed 
of  papers  to  prove  that  they  are  not  English,  and 
who  claim  to  be  Americans,  be  pleased  to  call 
upon  the  Minister  of  General  Police,  to  whose 
functions  belong  all  the  measures  of  safety.  The 
Minister  of  Marine  informs  me  that  he  has  trans- 
mitted their  petition  to  him,  and  I  am  going  to 
write  lo  him  myself.'  in  order  lo  request  him  ttt 
admit  your  declaration  in  their  favor,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  other  proofs.  Receive,  sir,  tbe  assurance 
of  my  consideration. 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 


Copj  of  ■  Circnlar  Letter,  written  by  the  Ministtt  of 

Hsrine  BncI  the  Colaniei,  to  all  the  principal  officers 

of  the  Porta,  civil  and  mtlitaty,  on  the  SSUi  Tharmi- 

dor,  6th  year,  (leth  August,  1798.) 

Our  political  situation  with  regard  lo  the  Uni- 
ted States,  citizen,  not  having,  as  yet,  uodergoiw 
any  change  which  can  affect  the  respect  due  to 
neutral  nations,  I  no  not  think  1  have  need  to  k- 
mind  you  that  no  injury  should  be  done  to  the 
safety  and  libettv  of  tne  officers  and  crews  ofany 
American  vessel  found  to  be  in  order,  and  thai 
the  same  conduct  ought  to  be  observed  towards 
all  passengers  and  otner  citizens  of  the  United 
States  furnished  with  tbe  necessary  passports  or 
protections.  You  will  be  pleased  to  use  a  vigil* 
ant  attention,  that  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  this  respect,  may  be  pursued  by  all  those 
under  you,  and  when  any  of  them  has  departed 
from  them  you  will  do  justice  upon  Ihe  com- 
plaints which  may  be  addressed  lo  you,  after  a«- 
certaininfi  their  validity. 

The  Minister  of  Marine  and  of  the  Colonies, 
E.  BRUIX. 
For  a  true  copy, 

The  Minister  of  Exterior  Relations, 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 


Cop;  of  the  Circular  Letter  written  bj  the  Minister  of 
Marine  aod  the  Colo  niea  to  the  Agents  of  the  Marine 
in  the  Ports  of  the  Republic 

Paris,  the  i^h  Tkermidar, 

fith  year,  (llA  Augvst,  1798.) 
I  observe,  citizen,  by  the  correspondence  of  tho 
greater  part  of  the  administrators  of  the  ports, 
that  tbe  embargo  recently  laid  upon  the  American 
vessels  has  occasioned  the  detention  of  the  crem. 
The  intentions  of  the  Government  were  very  bad- 
ly undersiood,  when  a  measure  was  adopted  which, 
in  the  first  place,  hazards  the  safety  of  these  ves- 
sels, and,  in  the  second  place,  appears  lo  place  as 
in  a  hostile  attitude  with  rnpecl  to  the  United 
Statesj  whilst  the  acts  of  the  Qovernment  evince, 
on  the  contrary,  that  it  deiiresa  good  understand- 
ing between  ihe  two  Republics,  ftherefore  eharn 
you,  ciiizeo,  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this, 
to  order  the  discharge  <H  all  the  Americans  who 
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may  hare  been  coosidvred  as  prisoners  of  war.  in 
eonsequeace  of  the  embargo  oi  ibeir  vessels.  You 
will  be  pleased  to  render  me  a  prompt  account  of 
the  execulioQ  of  this  order. 
The  Minister  of  Marine  and  the  Colonies, 

E.  BRUIX. 
For  a  true  copy. 

The  Minister  of  Exterior  Relations 
CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

Coot  of  a  Decree.    Eitnet  from  the  ReKittei  of  the 

Beoaea   of  the   GieeatiTB   Dirsctor;,   of  tb«  S9th 

Tbennidor,  Sth  year  of  the  French  Repnblic,  onetnd 

indiniible,  (16tli  Augurt,  17S8.) 

The  Executive  Directory  considering  that,  not- 
Trithstaoding  the  hostile  mBnifestations  of  the 
Ooremment  of  the  United  States,  which  baveoc- 
casioned  a  momentBry  embargo  upon  their  ressels, 
it  must  be  believed  that,  unless  abandooed  to  [he 
passions  of  the  British  Cabinet,  that  QoTernment, 
nilhful  to  the  interests  of  the  American  aatiun, 
will  take  measures  conformable  to  the  pacific  dis- 
pouiions  of  the  French  Republic,  afterit  shall  re- 
«eire  a  confirmation  of  tbem  ;  sod,  wishing  to 
punac  the  friendly  and  fraternal  habits  of  France 
toward  a  people  whose  liberty  it  defended, 

Decrees  as  follows : 

Art.  1 .  The  embargo  laid  upon  the  Aj 
Teasels  shall  be  immediately  raised. 

Aht.  3.  The  Minister  of  Marine  and  of  the  Col- 
onies is  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  present 
decree,  which  shall  not  be  printed. 

For  a  true  copy,  as  President  of  the  Executive 
Directory, 

MERLIN. 

By  the  Executive  Directory,  as  Secretary 
General, 

J.  M.  R.  LEPEAUX. 

For  a  true  copy,  the  Minister  of  Exterior  Rela. 
tions, 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 


[Commonicated  to  CoDgren,  January  31,  IT9S.] 
Gtntkmai  of  the  Senate,  and 

Oentlemen  of  the  Home  of  RepretetUativet ; 
According  to  an  intimation  in  my  Message  of 
Friday  last,  I  now  lay  before  Congress  a  Report 
of.  the  Secretary  of  State,  containing  bis  observa- 
tions on  some  of  the  documents  which  attended  it. 
JOHN  ADAMS. 
United  States,  Jtm.  21, 1799. 

Depastment  or  State, 

January  18, 1790. 
The  Secretary  of  State  respectfully  submits  the 
ft^owinc  report  of  the  transactions  relating  to  the 
United  Sutea  and  France,  since  the  last  comm 
ukatioDBto  Congreas  on  that  subject. 

TIMOTHY  PICKEEING. 
To  the  PasaiDENT  <f  the  UniUd  auOea. 


Report  of  the  Saoatary  of  Slate  on  the  tranaetion* 
l«laling  l«  the  United  States  and  Ptance,  since  the 
Uat  Mmmunicatkni  to  Con^ree*  on  that  snb)ect 
The  points  chiefly   meriting  attention  are  the 
tempts  of  the  French  Giovernment — 
1.  To  exculpate  itself  from  the  charge  of  corrup- 
3n,  as  having  demanded  a  douceur  of  fifYy  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling  (232,000  dollars)  from  the 
pockets  of  the  Directors  and  Ministers,  as  repre- 
'  :d  in  the  desratches  of  our  Envoys ; 
To  detach  Mr.  Gerry  from  his  collea^ei, 
to  inveigle  him  into  a  separate  negotiatioa ; 

3.  Itadesign,  if  the  negotiation  failed-andawu 
should  take  place  between  the  United  Slates  and 
France,  to  throw  the  blame  of  the  rupture  on  the 
United  States. 

1.  The  despatches  of  the  Envoys  published  in 
the  United  States  and  republished  id  England, 
reached  Paris  toward  the  last  of  May  ;  and  on  the 
30th  of  that  month,  the  Frvneh  Minister,  Mr. 
Talleyrand,  afiecting  an  entire  ignorance  of  the 
as  designated  hy  the  letters  W.  X.  Y.  and 
lalling  them  intriguers,  whose  object  was  to 
deceive  the  Envoys— writes  to  Mr.  Gerry,  and 
"prays  him  immediately  to  make  known  to  him 
their  names." 

Mr.  Gerry  in  his  answer  of  the  31st,  wishes  to 
evade  Mr.  Talleyrand'a  reqaest ;  and  with  reason, 
for  he  and  bis  coUeagges  had  "  proanised  Messrs. 
X.  and  Y.  that  their  names  edtonld  in  no  event  be 
made  public."  Mr.  Gerry,  in  his  letter  of  October 
ns  the  repetition  of  Mr.  Talleyrand's  re- 
quest for  inoae  names,  slates  as  an  objectioo  to 
giving  them  up  "  that  they  could  be  otherwise  as- 
certained )"  and  that  Mr.  Talleyrand's  messenger, 
idmiiting  the  fact  that  they  were  already  known, 
immediately  raentioaed  their  names.  Mr.  Ger^, 
nevertheless  certified  in  writing  the  names  X.  T> 
id  Z-i  with  the  reserve  "that  they  should  not 
be  published  on  his  authority :"  and  besides  for- 
mally certifying  to  Mr.  Talleyrand  the  names  of 
his  own  private  agents,  added,  that  "  they  did  not 
produce,  to  his  knowledge,  credentials  or  doeth 
meolB  of  any  kind."  "  Credentials"  in  writinf 
were  certainly  not  to  be  expected  to  be  prodocea 
by  azenta  emploved  to  make  corrupt  propositions: 
but  Mr.  Oerry  bad  Mr.  Talleyrand's  own  asso- 
rance  that  Mr.  Y.  was  acting  by  his  authority.  It 
is  recited  in  the  Envoys'  despatches,  and  upon  Mr. 
Gerry's  own  report  to  his  oolleagneE,  that,  on  the 
17th  of  December,  1797,  Mr.  Y.  "stated  to  him 
that  two  measures  wbicd  Mr.  TBlleyraud  propos- 
ed being  adopted,  a  restoration  of  friendsbip  be- 
tween tlie  Republics  would  follow  immediaiely; 
the  one  was  a  Fgratuity  of  fif^y  thousand  pounds 
sterling ;  the  other  a  purchase  of  thirty-two  inil- 
lions  of  Dutch  rescripiions  ;"  and  af^er  conversing 
on  these  topics,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Y.  rode  to  Mi. 
Talleyrand's  office,  where  "  Mr.  Gerry  observed 
to  Mr.  Talleyrand  that  Mr.  Y.  had  stated  to  him 
that  morning  some  propositions  as  coming  from 
Mr.  Tallej^rand,  respecting  which  Mr.  Gerry  codU 
give  no  opinion;"  and,  after  mailing  someotber 
obserratioos,  Mr.  Talleyraod  answered  "thaUM 
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iBformatttyi  Mr.  Y.  had  giren  him  (Mr.  Oerry) 
WIS  jnsi,  BDd  Riight  ■IwBvs  be  relied  on."  This 
decltration  iiampa  vith  the  Minister's  authority 
-••■•--    --- -•-'■--     --'-  I--....   "   -  (jjg 

my,  of  Hamburg,  in  his  public  Tibdicaiion  de- 
clares, that  "  be  had  done  aothing,  said  Dolhiog, 
and  written  nothing,  without  the  orders  of  Citizen 
Talleyrand."  The  same  may  be  asserted  in  r^^d 
to  Mr.  X.,  for  he  first  introduced  Mr.  Y.  to  the 
EoToys ;  and  his  separate  comma nicatioas  were 
rabuuitiatly  the  same  with  those  of  Y. ;  and  both 
logetheT  were  present  with  the  Earoys  when  the 
eommnnicatioDs  were  more  than  once  repeated. 

It  tjso  deserres  notice,  that,  in  stating  the  pre- 
liminary demands  of  the  French  Qorerament,  the 
prirate  agents,  X.  and  Y^  and  the  Minister,  use  a 
■imilar  language.  The  agents  declare  that  the 
Directory  are  extremely  imtated  at  the  Speech  of 
ibe  President,  dnd  require  an  explanation  of  sQme 
parts  of  ii,  and  reparation  for  others;  that  this 
mnstgire  pain  to  Ine  Earoys,  but  the  Directory 
would  not  dispense  with  it:  and  ihat  as  to  the 
means  of  arertiog  the  demand  concerning  the 
President's  Speech,  the  EnToys  must  searcn  for 
them,  aitd  propose  them,  themselTes.  Being  asked 
to  suggest  the  means,  the  answer  is  *'  money" — 
tbe  purchase  of  the  Dutch  rescriptions,  and  fil^^ 
thousand  pounds  sterting,  as  a  douteur  to  the  Di- 

The  Minister  told  the  BnTO?*tfaat  the  Directo- 
ry were  wounded  by  the  President's  Speech ;  and, 
in  his  conversatioD  with  Mr.  Grerry  on  the  38th  of 
October,  said  "the  Directory  had  passed  an  arrfit. 
which  he  offered  for  perusal,  in  which  ihey  had 
demanded  of  the  Envoys  an  explanation  of  some 
wits,  and  a  reparation  for  otnern,  of  the  Fresi- 
deoi's  Speech  to  ConKrcis  of  the  16th  of  May, 
1797 ;  that  he  whs  sensible  that  difficulties  would 
txiM  on  the  part  of  the  Enroi^  relalire  to  this 
demand ;  but  ihat  by  their  onering  money  he 
thonght  he  could  prevent  the  efieot  of  the  arrftL 
Mr.  Z.,  (the  '■  interpreter,")  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Gerry,  having  stated  that  the  Envoys  have  no 
■neh  powers,  Mr.  Talleyrand  repllM,  they  can 
in  such  cose  take  a  power  on  themselves ;  and  pro- 
posed that  thev  Hhould  make  a  "  loan."  But  this 
"loan,"  as  will  presently  appear,  did  not  mean  the 
"money,"  which  would  "prevent  the  effect  of  the 
arrtL"  Mr.  Clerry  then  making  some  observations 
on  the  powers  of  the  Envoys — that  they  "were 
adequate  to  the  diacnssion  and  adjustment  of  all 
points  of  real  difference  between  the  two  nations; 
thai  ihey  could  alter  and  amend  the  treaty,  or,  if 
necessary,  form  a  new  one ;"  added,  '*  that  as  to  a 
ioao.  they  had  no  powers  whatever  to  make  one, 
but  that  they  could  tend  one  of  their  number  for 
tnuroctious  on  this  proposition,  if  deemed  expedi- 
tni:"  "That  as  he  [Mr.  Talleyrand]  had  ex- 
prened  a  desire  to  confer  with  ttie  Envoys  indi- 
vidually, it  was  the  wish  of  Mr.  Gerry  thatsoch  a 
conference  should  lake  place,  and  their  opinions 
ihos  be  ascertained."  "Mr.  Talleyrand,  in  an- 
swer said,  he  should  be  alad  to  confer  with  the 
other  Envoys,  individuaSy,  but  thai  this  mattei 
■boat  the  "  money"  mtut  m  settled  directly  with. 


sending  to  America ;  that  he  would  not  com- 
nicate  the  arrfit  for  a  week ;  and  that  if  he 
could  adjust  the  difficulty  respecting  (he  Speech, 
an  application  would  nevertheless  go  to  the  UnitM 
States  for  a  loan."  Now  this  matter  ofihe  money 
that  must  be  settled  directly,  could  only  refer  to  the 
douceur;  for  a  loan  in  the  purchase  of  millions  of 
Dutch  rescriptions,  or  in  any  other  form,  could 
only  be  the  subjectof  astipulation  to  be  afterward 
fulfilled  by  the  United  Slates ;  but  the  douctur 
of  fifty  tnousond  pounds  sterling  was  a  gnm 
within  the  immediate  reach  of  the  Envoys ;  for  their 
credit  would  certainly  command  it:  in  facta  mei^ 
cantile  house  had  offered  to  answer  their  draughta; 
lud  this  Mr.  Talleyrand  unquestionably  weH 
knew;  for  it  was  a  member  of  the  same  house 
who  first  introduced  the  Minister's  agent,  Mr.  X., 
to  General  Pinckney,  in  the  manner  stated  in  th« 
Bnvovt'  despatches,  A  collateral  evidence  thaL 
in  "  inis  matter  of  the  money  that  mnst  be  settled 
directly,"  Mr.  Talleyrand  referred  only  to  the 
(bmceur,  arises  from  this  circumstance ;  The  verf 
nest  day,  (October  2AhJ  Mr.  X.  called  on  tb*' 
Envoys  and  said,  "  Mr.  Talleyrand  was  extremel7 
anxious  to  be  of  service  to  them,  and  had  reqiiesV- 
ed  that  one  more  effort  should  be  made  to  indnee 
IS  to  en&ble  him  to  be  so."  After  a  great  deal  of 
'.he  same  conversation  which  had  passed  at  fonnct 
nterviews  had  been  repealed,  the  Envoys  say-«- 
'  the  sum  of  his  proposition  was,  that  if  we  would 
pay  by  way  of  fees  (that  was  his  expression)  dN 

r  tuoney  demanded  for  private  use,  the  Di- 

woula  not  receive  us,  but  would  permit  as 
in  at  Paris  as  we  now  were;  and  weshonld 
ved  by  Mr.  Talleyrand,  until  one  of  na 
could  go  to  America  and  consult  our  Government 
1  the  subject  of  a  loan." 

Although  the  Envoys'  despatches,  and  the  facta 
and  cJTCumstances  hereinbefore  stated,  cannot 
leave  a  doubt  thai  X..  as  well  as  Y.  and  Z.,  was 
well  known  to  Mr.  Talleyrand,  it  will  not  be 
amiss  to  add,  that  on  the  3d  of  December,  X.,  Y,, 
and  Z.,  dined  together  at  Mr.  Talleyrand^  ia 
company  with  Mr.  Gerry ;  and  that  after  risiiw 
from  the  table,  the  money  propositions,  which  had 
before  be«n  made,  were  repented,  in  ihe  room  and 


1  the  presence,  though,  perham,  n 
f  Mr.  Talleyrand.  Mr.  X.  pi 
'.  Oerry  in  aircct  terms,  either  "  whether  the 


ing,  of  Mr. 


rand.    Mr.  X.  put  the  quesiittt 


Envoys  would  now  give  the  douceur,^'  or  "whetba 
they  had  got  the  money  ready,"  Mr.  Gvrry,  very 
justly  offended,  answered  positively  in  the  negv 
live,  and  the  conversation  dropped. 

Mr.  Z.,  who  has  avowed  himself  to  be  Mr, 
Hauleval,  was  the  person  who  first  made  known 
to  the  Envoys  the  Minister's  desire  to  confer 
with  them  individnally  on  the  objects  of  their 
mission.  He  it  was  who  first  introduced  Mr. 
G^ry  to  Mr.  Talleyrand^  and  served  as  the  intec 

Geter  of  their  couversations ;  and  in  his  letter  ID 
r.  Talleyrand,  at  the  close  of  Mt.  Gerry's  docu- 
ment, No,  35,  he  announces  himself  to  be  the 
agent  of  the  Minister,  to  makecommunioationaVt 
the  Envoys. 

Mr.  Haoteval  declares  "  his  sensibility  mnat  )k 
much  affecud  on  finding  himself,  under  the  lettar 
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Z.,  acting  a  part  io  company  with  ceriaio  m- 
triguers,  whosti  plan,  he  says,  it  doubile^  wai  lo 
lake  adTBDiage  of  the  good  faith  of  the  American 
Envoys, and  make  ihem  th«ir  dupes;''  yet  this 
person,  the  avowed  agent  of  the  French  Minister, 
.apparently  so  anxious  to  screen  himself  from  the 
auspicjon  of  an  agency  in  sojiciiinr  the  bribe  re- 
quired hy  Mr.  Talleyrand,  did  liimsclfutge  a  com- 
pliance with  that  corrupt  proposition.* 

The  sensation  which  these  details  irresistibly 
excite  is  that  of  Hstonishment  at  the  unparHlleled 
effrontery  of  Mr,  Talleyrand,  in  demanding  of 
Mr.  Gerry  the  names  of  X,,  Y..  and  Z.,  afier  Y. 
had  accompanied  him  on  a  visit  lo  the  Miniiiter, 
irith  whom  the  conversaiion  detailed  in  the  print- 
ed despatches  then  passed,  and  who  then  assured 
Mr.  Gerry  "  that  the  information  Mr,  Y.  had  given 
iimwasjiui,  and  might  always  be  relied  on;" 
«fter  Z.  had  in  the  first  instance  introduced  Mr. 
Ctory  to  the  Minister,  and  served  as  their  mutual 
interpreter,  and  wben  ihe  conversation  briween 
them  had  also  been  stated  in  despatches ;  and  after 
■X.,  Y.,  and  Z.,  had  all  dined  together  with  Mr. 
Gerrv  at  Mr.  TalleyrBud'<i  table,  on  rising  from 
whicn  X.  and  Y.  renewed  the  proposition  aboal 
the  money !  The  very  circumstance  of  Mr.  Tal- 
leyrand's being  continued  in  office  after  ihe  ac- 
count of  these  intrigues  had  been  published  to  the 
world  is  a  decisive  proof  that  they  were  commen- 
ced and  carried  on  with  the  privity  and  by  the 
■ecrct  orders  of  the  Directory.     It  was  lo 


months  after  their  credentials  had  been  laid  before 
the  Directory  ;  aod  it  was  only  because  they  were 
■upeiioi  to  those  intrigues,  and  that  no  hopes  re- 
mained of  wheedling  or  terrifying  them  into  a 
compliance,  that  two  of  them  were  then  sent 
away^nd  wiih  marks  of  insult  and  contempt. 

2.  The  fact  that  the  French  Government  at- 
tempted to  inveigle  Mr.  Gerry  into  a  separate  ne- 
gotiation will  not  he  questioned:  at  first,  it  was 
made  privately,  and  under  an  injunction  of  secre- 
cy toward  his  colleagues ;  it  was  afterward  plain- 
ly insinuated  by  the  Minister,  in  his  letter  of  the 
18th  of  March.  1798,  in  which  he  telb  the  En- 
voys that  the  Executive  Directory  are  disposed  to 
treat  with  one  of  the  three,  and  that  one  he  openly 
avowed,  in  his  letter  of  the  3d  of  April,  to  he  Mr, 
■Gerry,  The  pretence  for  selecting  him  was,  that 
his  ''  opinions,  presumed  to  be  more  impartial,  pro- 
mised, in  the  course  of  the  explanations,  more  of 
that  reciprocal  confidence  which  was  indispensa- 
ble." But  when  before  had  their  ''  opinions"  been 
atated  as  a  justifiable  ground  for  rejecting  the  Am- 
boasadora  of  Peace?    Ambassadors,  too,  of  estab- 

*  Extract  of  a  letter,  dated  Jang  16th,  1798,  from 
Hr.  King,  Minister  of  the  United  Statea  in  London,  to 
flu  Saeretaiy  of  SUM  : 

•■  Colonal  TnunbuU,  who  wu  at  Puii  moon  ailCT  Ihe 
airival  there  of  the  CommJarionerB,  haa  mote  than  once 
inlniiied  tne  that  Hanteval  totd  him  that  both  the  dou- 
tear  and  the  loai  were  indiapenaable,  and  urged  him 
to  amplDjr  hia  influance  with  tha  Amaiican  Cmnnis- 
aiOData  (a  oftr  the  bribe  aa  wdl  m  tha  iean." 


lished  probity,  whose  characters  were  i^  the  6rsl 
distinction  in  their  own  country,  and  whose  de- 
meanor toward  the  Government  lo  which  they 
were  deputed  was  decent  and  respectful ;  who 
had,  with  a  frankness  which  the  candor  of  their 
instructions  warranted,  communicated  the  im- 
poriant  points  which  ibey  contained ;  and  who, 
unremittingly,  and  with  the  most  anxious  so- 
licitude, entreated  that  the  negotiations  might 
be  commenced.  What  more  proper  or  more 
honorable  qualities  ought  Ministers  deputed  to 
negotiate  with  a  foreign  nation  to  possess? 
But  why  should  a  foreign  Government  ques- 
tion the  opinions  of  the  Ambassadors  sent  to 
negotiate  with  it  on  subjects  of  difference  be- 
tween the  two  nations  7  If  wisely  chosen,  and 
faithful  to  the  interests  of  their  own  country,  they 
must  of  course  possess  different  opinions  from  the 
Goverumeui  to  which  ibey  are  sent,  the  differing 
opinions  maintained  by  the  two  nations  on  their  re- 
spective rights  and  iotereils  being  the  cause  aod 
ohjecis  of  ihe  negotiation.  A  Government  really 
disposed  to  treat  on  fair  principle*  would  never 
objfct  to  the  opinions  of  foreign  Ambassadors.  It 
would  receive  them,  and  appoint  its  own  MinU- 
ters,  with  proper  powers  to  treat  with  [hem,  pro- 
pose its  terms,  aod  receive  those  offered,  and  dis- 
"ss  both  ;  and,  if  then  they  could  not  agree,  pat 
end  to  the  negotiation.  The  French  Govent- 
'nt  did  not  wish  to  negotiate,  it  desired  to  im- 
pose  a  treaty  on  the  United  Stales.  To  this  prac- 
tice ii  had  been  accustomed  towards  the  minor 
Powers  In  Europe,  whom  it  had  subjected  lo  its 
will ;  and  it  expected  equal  submission  from  the 
United  States.  Hence  Mr,  Talleyrand's  secret 
declaration  lo  Mr.  Gerry,  "  that  if  he  would  n^o- 
tiate,  they  could  soon  fimsh  ibe  treaty,  for  the  Ex- 
ecutive Directory  were  not  in  the  habit  of  spend- 
ing much  lime  about  such  matters."  Hence 
the  objections  to  General  Pinckney  and  General 
Marshall.  They  manifested  a  discernment  supe- 
rior to  the  intriEues  of  the  French  Groverument, 
and  an  invincible  determination  not  to  snirrender 
the  honor,  the  interest,  or  the  indepeadence  of 
[heir  country.  It  was  necessary,  then,  to  get  rid 
of  them  ;  and  seeing  that  neither  despair  of  n^o- 
tiating  nor  studied  indignities  could  induce  them 
to  quit  their  posts,  passports  were  sent  them  to 
quit  France.  It  was  with  difficulty  that  General 
Pinckney  could  obtain  permission  to  stay  two  or 
three  months  for  the  recovery  of  his  sick  daushter, 
to  whom  an  immediate  voyage  wotild  probtUp 
prove  fatal.  Unembarrassed  oy  the  presence  <u 
these  Envoys,  the  French  Grovemment,  if  it  really 
desired  a  treaty  on  any  terms,  hoped  to  prevail  on 
Mr.  Gerry  to  negotiate  separately,  although  from 
the  first  overture  he  declined,  and  continued  to 
decline  it.  Bui,  after  the  expulsion  of  his  cot- 
leagues,  it  hoped  by  its  seductive  arts  to  prevail 
over  hia  scruple;,  and  gain  his  consent  to  ternu 
which,  while  they  were  present,  would  be  rejected ; 
or  at  all  events  to  retain  him,  with  the  semblance 
of  negotiating,  regularly  or  informally,  and  ibns 
keep  the-United  Slates  in  the  torpor  of^indecisioo, 
without  preparation  for  offence  or  defence.  Oa- 
forluDately,  Mr.  Gerry  was  induced,  by  the  threati 
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of  immediate  war  sgaidsC  the  United  States^  to 
separate  from  his  cmCeagues,  aod  siay  in  Pans — 
ibteais  which,  viewed  wiih  their  motives,  merited 
cmlf  delFstitiOD  and  coatempt.  Four  or  five 
mODthi  before,  the  threats  of  itDmediate  orders  to 
quit  France,  and  the  terrors  of  war  in  its  most 
dreadful  forms,  had  beeti  held  up  to  all  the  En- 
TOfs.  lo  frighten  them  into  a  compliaDce  with  the 
rToandless,  anjust,  and  corrupt  demands  of  the 
Preach  GkiTeramenc.  Those  threats  had  not  been 
uecaied,  and  the  uowortny  parposes  for  which 
thef  had  been  uttered  had  been  obvious.  Happily 
'  for  the  United  Stales,  the  character  of  theFrencd 
GorerDment,  as  delineattd  in  the  official  des- 
patches oF  all  the  EDVoys,aQd  theknowledEeof  its 
condact  towards  other  countries  whose  Govern- 
DtentB  it  had  otferlurned,  and  whose  people,  in 
thenarnesof  Liberty  and  Equality,  it  had  enstaved, 
so  operated  as  not  lo  leave  us  exposed  to  all  the 
etils  which  suspense  was  calculated  to  produce. 
Mr.  Oerry,  indeed,  resisted  all  the  arts  of  the 
French  Minister  lo  entice  him  into  a  formal  ne- 
gotiarion  after  that  Government  bad  driven  his 
colleagues  from  Paris — a  negotiation  which  in  its 
Dainre  would  have  been  a  surrender  of  our  iode- 
pendence,  by  admitting  a  foreign  Government  to 
choose  for  na  the  Minister  who  should  represent 
our  eoaniry.  to  treat  of  our  important  rights  and 
interests,  wbieh  that  Government  had  itself  vio- 
lated and  deeply  injured. 

The  Directory  and  their  Minister,  Mr.  Talley- 
rand, hoped  and  expected  that  General  Piockney 
and  General  Marshall  would  voluntarily  have 
quitted  France,  after  the  Minister's  letter  of  the 
IBih  of  March,  in  which  he  made  the  ofiensive 
distinction  between  them  and  their  colleague,  Mr. 
Qerry,  on  the  pretence  that  his  "opinions"  were 
mote  ■'  impartial"  than  theirs.  Accordingly,  Mr. 
Talleyrand,  in  hLt  letter  to  Mr.  Gerry  of  the  3d 
of  April,  says,  ''  I  suppose,  sir,  that  Messrs.  Pinck- 
ley  and  Marshall  have  thought  it  nseful  and  prop- 
er,  in  consequence  of  the  intimations  which  the 
end  of  my  note  of  the  18ih  of  March  last  preflents, 
to  qnit  the  territory  of  the  Republic."  Yet  Mr. 
Talleyrand  had  given  them  neither  passports  nor 
letters  oi  cafe  conduct  1  The  fact  ia,  the  French 
Qoiemment  wished  to  avoid  the  odium  of  send- 
ing them  away,  and  the  blame  of  a  rupture,  which 
Hi.  Talleyrand   predicted  would   be   the  conse- 

r:Qce  ;  while  it  was  privately  intimated  to  them 
1  they  must  leave  the  country.  The  Minis- 
ter's conduct  on  this  occasion  towards  General 
Marshall,  (as  detailed  in  his  journal,)  was  parti_ 
olarly  marked  with  indignities.  When  it  wasob- 
•aved  to  Mr.  Talleyrand,  that  this  was  not  the 
tnanner  in  which  a  foreign  Minister  ought  to  be 
treated,  Mr.  Talleyrand  replied  that  General  Mar- 
shall was  not  a  foreign  Minister,  but  was  to  be 
eoDiidered  as  a  private  American  citizen,  and 
must  obtain  his  passport,  like  others,  through  the 
Consul.  To  this  it  was  answered,  that  (ieneral 
Marshall  was  a  foreign  Minister,*  and  that  the 


'  On  the  Ml  of  OeloWr.  1797,  ttie  day  after  the  En- 
M*  had  daliverad  to  the  Minister  ■  copy  of  their  letter 
-'— ■  rdarfbo^taUty  wcMmil  toltMoaaad 


and  though  the  Directory  might  refuse  to  receive 
treat  with  him,  still  his  country  had  clothed 
with  ihe  requisite  powersj  wbicb  he  held 
independently  of  France ;  that  if  he  wai  not  ac- 
ceptable to  the  French  Government,  and,  in  con- 
sequence thereof,  it  was  determined  to  send  him 
away,  itill  he  oucht  to  be  sent  away  like  a  Minis- 
ter ;  that  he  ougnt  to  have  his  passports,  with  let- 
ters of  safe  conduct,  which  would  protect  him  from 
the  cruisers  of  France.  Mr.  Talleyrand  replied, 
that  if  General  Marshall  wished  fat  a  passport,  he 
must  give  in  his  name,  stature,  age,  complexion, 
dtc.,  to  the  American  Consul,  who  would  obtain  a 
passport  tor  him;  that  with  respect  to  ■  letter  of 
safe  conduct,  it  was  unnecessary,  as  no  risk  from 
misers  would  be  incurred.  The  result  of 
conversations  was  a  plain  demonslratloo  of 
iteniion  of  the  Minister,  that,  in  conaequence 
of  his  intimation  at  the  close  of  his  letter  of  the 
I8ih  of  March,  that  the  "  opinions"  of  two  of  the 
Envoys  were  not  ai^reeable  to  the  Government  of 
France,  Generals  Pinckaey  and  Marshall  should 
appropriate  to  themselves  tbe  character  which  the 
Min-  ■       ■     ■     ■ 

April,  to  the  intimation  that  "  the  Directory  was 
dispel  to  treat  with  one  of  the  Knroys,"  de- 
clare to  the  Minister,  "  that  no  one  of  the  Envoys 
as  autborized  lo  take  upon  himself  a  negotialioD 
id ently  entrusted  to  the  whole,"  and      that  no 
ro  of  them  could  propose  to  withdraw  them- 
selves from  the  task  committed  to  them  by  their 
Government,  white  there  remained  a  possibility 
of  performing  it;"  but  that  if  ''it  should  be  the 
wiD  of  the  Directory  to  order  passporis  for  the 
whole  or  any  number  of  them,"  it  was  desired  that 
such  passports  might  be  accompanied  with  letters 
of  safe  conduct,  lo  protect  them  against  the  cruis- 
ers of  France. 

These  endeavors  of  tbe  Preach  Government, 
whether  real  or  affected,  to  draw  Mr.  Gerry  into 
a  separate  negotiation,  eonstiinte  the  snbsianee  of 
Ihe  correspondence  between  him  and  Mr,  Talley- 
rand. Tney  appear  to  merit  consideration  in 
several  points  of  view, 

1.  Because,  if  real,  irwas  only  in  the  hope  and 
expectation  that  by  intrigues  and  terrors  the  French 
Government  might  influence  Mr.  Oerry  to  enter 
into  a  formal  treaty,  on  the  terms  which  he  and 
his  colleagues  had  repeatedly  rejected  as  incom- 
patible with  Ihe  interest,  honor,  and  independence 
of  their  country.  For  at  this  lime  Mr.  Talley- 
rand had  not  renounced  the  demands  of  loans  and 
a  douceur  as  the  indispensable  preliminaries  of  a 
treaty.  Accordingly,  we  see  Mr.  Talleyrand,  in 
his  letter  of  the  3dof  April  to  Mr.  Gerry_,  propose 
"  tn  rpsiime  their  reciprocal  communications  upon 
of  the  French  Republic  and  thelJni- 


their  iBcretarie*,  in  a  style  snitsbli  to  their  official  cha- 
racter-" And,  in  tbe  Minister's  letter  to  them  of  the  ISIh 
of  March,  1798,  he  calls  them  "  the  CommiMionen  and 
Env^B  BztiMidiiiarj<rf' the  United  Stales  of  America." 


.dbyGoogle 


3M0 


Bdatioru  wilk  Franee. 


ted  Sum  of  America."  And.io  hisleiterof  July 
12tb  to  Mr.  Gerry,  hariag  mentioned  the  arriTBl 
at  Havre  of  a,  packet,  the  Sophia,  from  the  Ame- 
rican QoTcniiaent,  he  sayi, "  until  then  I  never 
BUaposed  you  entertained  ine  design  of  embarking 
before  we  had  come  to  an  aicreemeiit  upon  the 
definitive  arliclei  to  be  ratified  by  year  Govero- 
ineat."  2.  Because,  if  that  GoverDmeni  had  so 
ht  succeeded,  it  would  hare  insisted  on  it*  ratifi- 
cstion  by  the  President  and  Senate,  on  the  groend 
coastanily  taken  by  Hr.  Talleyrand,  that  the  pow- 
en  of  the  Envoys  being  several  as  well  as  joint, 
Mr.  Gerry,  when  alone,  even  after  ibe  French 
Qovernmeot  Ikd  ordered  his  colleagues  to  leave 
France,  were  adequate  lo  the  formation  of  the 
treaty ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  public  faith  would 
be  violated,  if  it  were  not  ratified.  3.  Because, 
under  such  circumstances,  the  French  Govem- 
meai  doubtless  calculated  at  least  on  a  division  of 
the  public  opinion  in  the  United  States  in  favor  of 
the  ratification  of  such  a  treaty ;  by  means  of 
which  it  mighi  enfwce  the  ratification,  or  efii^i 
atiU  greater  mischiefs.  4.  But  these  endeavora  to 
inw  Mr.  Gerry  into  a  formal  n^oiiaiion  are 
chieflji  remarkable  because  they  were  persevered 
in  during  nearly  five  moatIu,agaiDSI  his  constuil, 
direct,  and  positive  refusals  to  treat  separately ; 
Mr.  Talleyrand  asserting,  and  Mr.  Gerry  denying, 
the  competeacy  of  his  powers. 

We  have  seen  ibe  Bovop,  from  the  6ih  of 
October,  1797,  the  dale  of  ibeir  first  tetter  to  the 
French  Minister,  to  the  3d  of  April,  1798,  when 
their  last  was  delivered  lo  him,  ezptcssing  iheir 
earnest  de«re  to  enter  upon  and  prosecute  the 
neat  business  of  their  mission;  we  have  seen 
them  during  thai  long  period  palientlv  endnring 
neglect  and  indignities,  to  which  an  ardent  seal  to 
re-establish  harmonyand  peace  could  atone  induce 
freemen  to  submit ;  we  nave  seen  them,  while 
hdd  in  suspense — neithei  received  nor  rejected — 
yielding  to  the  importaoities  of  private  agents  of 
the  French  Government,  and  bearing  and  discuss- 
ing  their  propositioas.  insulting  as  they  were,  in 
the  hope  that  when  itiese  should  be  shown  to  be 
utterly  inadmissible,  others,  founded  in  ftaaon  and 
equity,  and  in  the  usual  course  of  diplomatic  nc- 
fotiation,  might  be  brought  Toward.  Doubtless, 
tbey  also  wished,  when  their  astonishment  at  the 
first  overtures  had  subsided,  by  listening  still 
longer  to  such  dishonorable  propotitioos,  to  ascer- 
tain the  true  character  of  the  French  Govern- 
menL  We  have  seen  them,  tiftei  waiting  five 
weeks,  from  the  presentation  of  a  copy  of  their 
letters  of  credence,  entirely  unnoticed,  "snlii^it  'ii 


unusual  SI 


^ "  solicit  an 
attention  to  their  mission,"  and  soliciting  iq  vain. 
IS  denied  an  official  hearing,  they  hoped,  by  an 
p,  to  excite  the  atienlion  of  [hat  Gov- 
Tbey  determined  to  transmit  lo  the 
Minister  a  letter  representing  the  views  of  their 
own  Government  in  relation  to  the  subjeeis  in 
dispute  with  France.  This  letter,  dated  the  17th, 
was  delivered  the  31st  of  January,  1798.  Waiting 
near  a  month  without  an  answer,  and  "  still  being 
anxious  to  hear  explicitly  from  Mr.  Talleyrand 
tumseU;  before  they  sent  their  final  letter,  whether 
there  were  no  means  within  their  powers  of  ac- 


commodating our  differences  with  France,  on  just 
and  reasonaue  grounds,  on'ihe  37tb  of  Februvy 
they  desired  "a  oersonal  interview  on  the  subfect 
of  their  mission  ;  ■■^'^  afterwards  asecond  inter- 
view. They  remark  on  what  passed  at  these 
meetings,  "  that  the  views  of  France,  with  r^ard 
to  theUniledStates,  were  not  essentially  changed 
since  their  communications  with  its  anoffici^ 
agents  in  the  preceding  October." 

At  length  they  received  Mr.  Talleyrand's  letter 
of  the  18th  March,  1796,  in  answer  to  theirs  of  the 
1 7 ih  of  January,  The  Minister's  letter  represented 
the  complaiats  of  France ;  as  usual,  chargm^  the  . 
American  Government  with  the  inexecution  of 
the  treaties  with  France ;  with  dissiroulatioo  ;  in- 
sinuating that  our  tribunals  were  subject  lo  a  se- 
cret influence ;  holding  up  the  British  Treaty  h 
replete  with  evil  and  iBJury,  and  "  the  principal 
grievance  of  the  RepubTic ;"  accUKing  the  Ame- 
rican Government  at  a  wish  to  seiie  the  first  fa- 
vorable occasion  to  consummate  an  intimate  aaioa 
wilh  Great  Britain,  and  sunesting  that  a  devo- 
tion and  partiality  to  that  Power  have  long  been 
the  principle  of  the  conduct  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. 

To  this  letter  of  the  French  Minister,  the  En- 
voys sent  their  reply  on  the  3d  of  A|wiL  This  re- 
ply and  their  former  letter  detect  the  sophism* 
and  errontwus  statements  of  the  Minister ;  expose 
his  naked  assertioDs;  refute  his  arsuments;  repd 
hiscalumnies ;  and  eompleiely  vindicate  the  fideli- 
ty, the  justice,  and,  as  a  neutral  Power,  the  im- 
partiality of  the  Government  of  ihe  Uniied  Siatesj 
and.  at  the  same  time,  exhibit  .the  weighty  mat 
well-fotmded  comj^ints  of  the  United  Statei 
against  the  French  Republic. 

Hitherto,  instead  of  a  desire  to  obuin  a  recon- 
ciliation, we  caa  discover  in  the  French  Oovera- 
ment  only  empty  professions  of  a  desire  to  concili- 
ate, while  it  haughiily  refused  to  receive  o«r  En- 
voys, and,  tturjng  six  months,  disregarded  their  re- 
spectful and  ardent  solicitations  to  negotiate^  and 
after  one  of  them,  whom  it  induced  to  renuin  in 
France,  had  declared  that "  he  had  no  powers  to 
treat  separately,  that  the  measure  was  impOMible," 
then  Ihe  Directory  expelled  the  other  two  ! 

If  now  we  survey  Mr.  Gerry's  individual  cor- 
respondence, we  shall  find  no  solid  evidence  of 
any  change  in  the  disposition  of  the  French  Gar- 
emment. 

In  bis  first  letter  lo  Mr.  Qeriy,  Mr.  Talleyrand's 
artifice  is  visible.  He  addresses  him  as  "Envoy 
Extraordinary  of  the  United  States  of  America  to 
the  French  Republic;"  and  proposes  to  liim  to 
"  resume  their  reciprocal  communicatioBS.''  Mr. 
Gerry,  apjnheflding  that  the  Hinisleruitended  lo 
draw  him  into  a  negoiia  lion,  repeats  what  he  had 
often  before  declared,  that  for  him  to  treat  sepa- 
rately was  impractical^^  and  that  he  can  only 
confer  with  bim  informallv. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  Mr.  Gerry  addresaes  a 
letter  to  the  Minister,  and  presses  nin  to  come 
forward  with  propositiaas  for  tenninaiiag  all  diA 
ferences,  restoring  harmony,  and  re-mahliihing 
commerce  between  the  two  natioaa.  He  reeeivee 
no  answer.  On  ihe  38th  he  coafers  with  the  1U»- 
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Itter,  who  says  he  cannot  make  propositions,  be- 
euue  be  does  not  koow  the  views  of  the  United 
States  in  regard  (o  a  treaty.  Mr.  Oerrygireshim 
the  iarormation.  He  ihco  promises,  in  three  or 
firat  days,  to  delirer  Mr.  Oerry  the  project  of  a 
trtaiy.  This  promise  was  never  performed.  On 
the  ISth  of  liu;,  the  new  instraetioos  of  March 
sad,  KDl  by  the  Sophia  packet,  reached  Mr.  Gier- 
n;  tod  he  gart  immediate  notice  to  the  Minister 
tut  he  shonld  return  to  America  in  the  Sophia, 
u  soon  as  she  conld  be  fitted  for  sea. 

"  On  the  24th  of  May,  the  Minister  sent  hia  prin- 
dpel  secretary  to  inform  Mr.  Grerry  tl^t  his  Got- 
emnient  did  not  wish  to  break  the  Brilish  Treaty, 
bat  expected  such  provisions  as  would  indemnify 
Fnnce,  and  put  her  on  a  footing-  with  that  na- 
tion." Yet  that  treaty  had  been  made,  by  the 
French  (ioTerBment,  its  chief  pretence  for  those 
unjust  and  cruel  depredations  on  American  com- 
merce, whicb  have  Drought  distress  on  mnttitudes, 
Hid  rain  on  many  of  onr  citizens  ;  and  occasioned 
a  total  loss  of  property  to  the  United  States  of 
prohaUy  more  than  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  be- 
sides sabjeciing  o«r  fehow-eitizena  to  insults, 
stripes,  wounds,  torture,  and  imprisonment.  Ana 
lit.  TalleyraDd,  in  his  letter  of  the  18lh  March 
to  the  EnToys,  declared  that  treaty  to  be  "  the 
jiriiiciral  Krievanee  of  the  Republic."  But  now, 
iKtead  orbreaking  (hat  treaty,  France  desires  to 
be  put  on  the  tame  footing.  This  the  United 
States  woold  at  anjr  time  hare  done,  and  the  Bn- 
rofswereDawexptieitlyittstrnctedtodojandseven 
months  brfbre,  aH  the  Envoys,  in  their  conversa- 
tianwith  Mr.  Bellamy,  (Y.,)  the  confidential  end 
inlhorized  agent  of  the  French  Minister,  told  him 
''thai  be  might  be  Bsauted  that  their  powers  were 
soch  as  aotborized  them  to  place  France  on  equal 
ground  with  England,  in  any  respect  in  which  an 
UKquality  niigbt  be  supposed  to  exist  at  present 
between  them,  fothe  disadvantage  of  France." 

The  secretary  also  mentioned  the  claims  of  the 
American  citizens  on  the  French  Republic.  He 
Kid  if  the  latter  should  be  unable  to  pay  them, when 
adjusted,  and  the  United  States  would  aisnme  and 
ptf  them,  Fntnce  would  reimburse  ibe  amount 
tbereof.  This  has  the  semblance  of  candor ;  but, 
oa  the  4th  of  March,  when  the  Envoys  were  in 
conference  with  Mr.  Talleyrand,  and  they  dis- 
closed t  bet  r  pri  □cipalinstructions,"OeneralPinck- 
TttJ  and  Mr.  Gerry  told  him  they  were  posi- 
tively forbidden  to  assume  the  debts  to  onr  own 
eiiizeas,  even  if  we  were  to  pay  the  money  di- 
mtly  to  them."  And  doubtless  it  was  because 
the  proposition  was  already  known  lo  be  inad- 
Bussible  that  it  wa*  now  renewed. 

ThesecreiaryandMr.OerryhadBlsosomeunim' 
PMtant  conversation  abont  the  Consular  Conven- 
tion. And  it  ii  plain  that  the  whole  object  of 
the  secretary's  visit  was  to  amuse,  by  keeping 
alive  Mr.  Gerry's  hopes  of  some  pacific  arrange- 
ments. 

On  the  86ih  of  May,  Mr.  Gerry  had  a  co] 
ence  with  the  Minister,  pressiiu;  on  this,  as  on 
mer  occasions,  the  necessity  ofseoding  a  Minister 
to  the  United  States,  with  powers  to  negotiate ;  to 
which, he  eaya,  the  Minister  acceded;  but  after- 


ich  are  the  proceedings  of  the  French  Gov- 
eroment  by  its  Minister,  Mr.  Talleyrand,  before 
the  arrival  of  the  printed  despatches  of  the  En- 
voys. We  discover  nothing  but  a  proposition  for 
treating  with  Mr.  Gerry  alone,  which  he  had  re- 

idW  declared  to  be  impossible;  and  on  terms 

.._.jh  Mr.  Oerry  himself,  as  well  as  the  other  En- 
voys, had  long  before  pronounced  to  be  utterly 
inadmissible,  because  directly  repugnant  to  their 
instraetions.  We  shall  now  see,  by  an  examina- 
tion of  Mr.  Gerry's  subsequent  communications, 
that  the  pablieation  of  the  Envoys'  despatches^  far 
from  causing  a  discontinuance  of  ne^tiations 
with  him,  or  any  change  in  the  disposition  of  the 
French  Government  more  nnfriendiv  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  incomparably  greater  zeal  for  negotia- 
ting was  exhibited  afterwards  than  before. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  the  Minister  announces  to 
Mr.  Oeny  the  publication  of  the  Envoy's  des- 
patches. In  hia  letter  of  the  S7th  of  June,  he  says 
this  incident  only,  "for  a  moment,  suspended  the 
principal  object" — the  negotiation  with  Mr.  Gerry ; 
and  in  his  letter  of  June  10th,  he  declares,  that 
"  the  French  Government,  superior  to  all  the  per- 
sonalities, to  all  the  maooinvres  of  its  enemies, 
perseveres  in  the  intention  of  conciliating  with 
sincerity  all  the  differences  which  have  happened 
between  the  two  countries."  On  the  IBthoi  Jone 
the  Minister  sends  him  a  plan  for  conducting  the 
nesoiialions ;  for  the  first  time  states  the  "  three 
points,"  00  which  he  saysj  "  all  negotiations  be- 
tween France  and  the  United  Slates  must  essen- 
tially rest ;"  and  "  gives  (what  he  calls)  a  large 
development"  of  them ;  concluding  by  pressing 
him  to  remain  at  Paris,  to  accelerate  the  negotia- 
tion ;  "  the  drawing  together  of  those  ties  which 
the  French  Republic  and  the  true  Americans 
have  regretted  to  see  relaxed." 

On  the  SfTth  of  June,  the  Minister  agttin  -writes 
to  Mr.  Gerry,  and,  in  Linguage  the  most  importu- 
nate, such  as  had  never  before  been  used,  urges 
him  not  to  withdraw,  "when  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, superior  to  all  resentments,  and  never 
listening  to  anything  but  justice,  manifests  itself 
anxious  to  conclude  a  solid  and  mutuallv  satis- 
factory agreement."  The  Minister  even  observes 
that  the  first  of  the  "  three  points,"  mentioned  in 
his  preceding  letter,  (respecting  amicable  decla- 
rations about  mutual  recriminations,)  might  be 
postponed  i  that  the  third,  (about  the  examina- 
tion of  reciprocal  damages,)  would  doubtless  ex- 
pericDce  no  difficulty  on  either  side,  after  the  sec- 
ond should  be  amicably  settled;  that  it  was  to 
the  second,  therefore,  they  should  first  attend — it 
being  BO  much  the  more  important,  as  it  embraced 
the  source  of  all  the  differences  between  the  two 
nations.  And  on  the  2Sd  of  July,  the  Minister 
renounces  alt  demands  of  "  loans  and  explanations 
on  the  subject  of  speeches;"  and  even  affects  to 
be  hurt  that  Mr.  Gerry  should  have  mentioned 
them;  althongh  both  he  and  his  private  agents 
had,  before,  so  long  and  so  obstinately  persevered 
in  demanding  them  of  the  Eirroys,  as  the  indit- 
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Seosable  prelim inaries  to  a  aegotiatioD.  And 
oubtless  II  is  parily  owJDg  to  the  publicatioo  of 
their  despalcbea,  thereby  eiposins  to  ihe  world 
tikose  ihamelesa   deraaDas,  with    the   scandalous 

(iroposiiioD  of  the  douceur,  that  they  are  now  re- 
ioquiahed. 

In  adducias  these  circumstances  to  show  the 
increased  zeal  of  the  Freoch  Gorernroeni  siace 
the  puhlicatioD  of  the  deapaichei,  to  aegotiate  on 
its  d^fleieoces  wiih  the  United  States,  it  i>  not  to 
be  understood  that  (hey  afibrd  a  shadow  of  evi- 
dence of  its  sincerity.  But  as  professions,  verbal 
or  written,  furnish  the  onlj  ground  on  which  Mr. 
Qetty  could  form  his  opmioD,  that  "  before  the 
arrival  of  the  despatches  of  the  Envoys,  the  Min- 
ister was  sincere  and  anxious  to  obtain  a  recon- 
ciliation," much  more  professions  stronger,  and 
more  importunate,  afterwards  made,  afford  pro- 
portiooablf  higher  evidence  of  sinceriiv.  But  the 
present  details  demonstrate  that  all  those  profes- 
sions were  merely  ostensible.  In  the  Minister's 
last  meotioned  letter,  after  saying  that  his  ''  sec- 
ond point"  (to  6i  the  meaning  of  the  treaties  be- 
tween the  two  countries)  was  moat  important, 
"as  it  embraced  the  source  of  all  the  differences," 
and  that  to  this  they  ahould  first  attend :  he  pur- 
posely passes  by  the  most  interesting  questions 
whicfk  it  involves,  and  sends  Mr.  Gertv  a  note  on 
the  Consular  Convention,  of  all  possiUe  subjects 
in  difference  the  most  insigniScant,  as  it  would 
have  expired  by  its  own  limitation  in  two  years 
and  a  half,  within  which  time  the  commerce  of 
France,  Judgiog  from  its  present  state  of  annihi- 
lation, would  probably  not  furnish  a  single  ship 
to  visit  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  In  hit 
next  letter,  dated  July  6ih,  he  pursues  his  specu- 
lations on  the  Consular  Convention,  and  sends 
Mr.  Oeity  two  more  notes  upon  it,  complaining 
that  he  had  not  transmitted  to  him  his  opinion 
upon  his  first  note,  and  recommending  (he  two 
last  to  hie  attention,  although  Mr.  Gerry  had  re- 
jieatedly  and  posirivelf  declmed  a  formal  discus- 
sion, such  as  the  Minister  now  urged  in  writing. 
Mr.  Gerry  states  also,  that  this  first  note  of  (he 
Uiniater  on  the  Consular  Conventioo  was  sent  to 
him  six  weeks  after  be  had  demanded  his  pass- 
port, and  when  his  baggage  was  actually  on  hoard 
the  Sophia  I 

In  a  word,  the  more  clearly  the  impossibility  of 
entering  on  a  formal  negotiation  appeared,  tbe 
more  was  it  pressed  by  the  French  Minister.  Mr. 
Gerry,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Talleyrand,  of  July 
20th,  as  justly  as  pointedly  exposes  the  boasted 
zeal  of  the  Minister.  "  You  was  the  first,  you 
affirm,  to  press  seriously  the  negotiation  ;  you  will 
agree  with  me  that,  the  merit  would  have  been 
neater  had  the  measure  itself  been  feasible." 
Again  he  says  to  tbe  Minister.  "  you  frequently 
remind  me  of  your  exertions,  flo  negotiate,]  which 
I  am  disposed  ^s  much  as  possible  to  apprecia(e, 
regretting,  at  the  same  time,  (heir  circuitous  di- 
rection." 

From  this  detail  of  facts,  the  following  are  the 
necessary  conclusions: 

That,  by  the  exclusive  attenlions  of  the  Minis- 
»w  to  Mr.  Qerry,  the  French  Oovenunent  in- 


tended to  excite  the  jealousy  of  bis  colleagues,  lo 

Eromote  dissensions  between  tbem,  to  separate 
im  from  them,  and  lo  induce  him  to  remain  in 
France,  expecting  either  lo  seduce  him  iaio  a 
formal  negotiation  of  a  treaty,  on  terms  exclu- 
sively advantageous  lo  Fiance,  and  injurious  and 
dishonorable  to  the  United  Slates;  or,  failiogin 
this,  to  hold  the  United  Stales  in  euspeDse,  and 
prevent  any  measures  for  our  security,  in  the 
erent  of  a  war;  while  we,  aroused  and  deluded 
by  warm,  but  empty  professions  of  the  pacific  riewa 
and  wishes  of  France,  and  by  '^  iDformal  coofet- 
ences,"  might  wail  in  spiritless  torpor,  hoping  for 
a  peaceful  result;  and  tnat,  by  this  course  of  jito 
ceeding,  this  ostentatious  display  of  zeal  toadjoit 
differences,  and  restore  harmony  and  a  friendly 
intercourse  between  the  United  Slates  and  France, 
the  French  Government  intended,  in  case  ol  a 
rupture,  to  throw  the  blame  on  the  former. 

It  is  necessary  to  make  a  few  observations  <n 
tbe  decree  of  tbe  Executive  Directory  of  the  31tt 
July  1798. 

This  decree  was  sent  after  Mr.  Gerry  lo  Havre, 
and  be  supposes  that  tbe  official  impedimenls 
which,  for  several  days,  prevented  his  sailing,  ate 
to  be  ascribed  to  the  Minister's  desire  of  s^ndiif 
tbe  decree  by  him.  The  Minister  introduces  it 
as  "  a  part  of  the  measures  which  he  hsd  an- 
nounced to  Mr.  Gerry  on  the  SSd  of  July."  la 
his  letter  of  that  dale,  to  Mr.  Gerry,  the  Minister 
says:  "By  information  which  the  Government 
has  just  receivedj  it  indeed  learns  that  violencei 
have  been  committed  upon  the  commerce  and 
citizens  of  the  United  States  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  on  their  coasts.  Do  it  the  justice  to  beliere 
that  it  needs  only  to  know  the  facts,  to  disaTOwall 
acts  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  Republic,  and  iu 
own  decrees.  A  remedy  is  preparing  for  ii,  anl 
orders  will  soon  arrive  in  the  West  Indies,  calcu- 
lated to  cause  everything  to  return  within  its 
JHSt  limits."  This  "  remedy"  is  the  decree  of  the 
31st  of  July. 

1.  The  first  article  of  this  decree  confines  to  the 
special  agents  of  ihe  Directory  the  right  of  issu- 
ing commissions  to  cruisers,  and  requires  ihtse  lo 
conform  themselves  to  all  tbe  laws  telaiive  lo 
cruising  and  prizes,  and  especially  to  those  of  the 
1st  of  October,  1793.  Although  tbe  iujunciiwi 
to  conform  to  all  the  laws  of  the  Republic  relt- 
live  to  cruising  was  ominous,  as  the  laws  moil 
recently  promu^ated  and  best  known  were  them- 
selves the  sources  of  ihe  depredations  and  erJbof 
which  we  complained^  yet,  not  imagining  ihii  a 
decree,  introduced  WJlh  so  much  solemaily-  "^ 
which  one  copy  was  sent  to  Mr.  Gerry,  anoihet 
to  the  American  Coosul  General,  at  Psris,  and  a 
third  to  Mr.  Letumbe,  late  Comiul  Gcaenl  of 
France,  all  to  be  communicated  to  the  Execuiire 
of  the  United  States,  and  all  of  which  have  been 
received,  could  be  a  mere  parade  of  words,  I  wis 
disposed  to  conclude  that  the  law  of  ibe  Isi  of  Oc- 
tober, 1793,  to  which  all  cruisers  were  espeoiiHr 
enjoined  to  conform,  misht  contain  r^uUlioat 
that  would  afford  some  relief  from  French  depn- 
daliont.  By  the  favor  of  Mr.  L^tombe,  I  obiaiiMd 
a  copy  of  that  law,and  to  my  astonishment,  feono 
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its  object,  conformablf  to  its  title,  wsb  "  To  dc< 
Knnine  ibe  mode  of  diTidingp  prize.i  made  by 
French  ressela  on  the  enemies  of  tbe  Republic."* 
And  ibe  only  restriction  in  this  leo^thy  law  of 
iii-iad-forty  articles,  imposed  on  the  iDdiTiduals, 
lAcers,  and  oil  others  composing  the  crews  of 
their  armed  ressels,  is,  "  that  they  shall  r  ~'  ~" 
beforehand,  their  eventual  shares  of  prizes. 

2.  The  second  article  declares  that  all  eommis- 
lions  grsDied  by  the  agents,  in  the  French  colo- 
nies in  America,  to  fit  out  vessels  for  cruisers,  or 
for  war  and  commerce^  shall  be  void  in  thirty 
din  ^ter  Ibe  publication  of  the  decree  in  those 
euonies. 

It  has  been  suppo 
ihe  agents  may  gather  a  fres{i  harvesl  offees  for 
new  commissioDs ;  and  that  this  would  be  Its  only 
efiect  The  agents,  however,  had  before  taken 
care  of  this ;  ifaey  had  been  accustomed  to  limit 
the  duration  of  privateers'  comioissioiis,  and  if  thev 
eoatinued  to  cruise  after  their  expiratioa,  sucb 
privateers  should  have  been  considered  as  desti- 


kneir  their  interest  better;  they  did  not  punish 
the  piratical  captors ;  they  did  not  declare  their 
captures  void,  a.Dd  restore  the  property  to  the 
neatral  owners;  but,  declaring  such  captors  to 
have  DO  title  to  the  captured  vessels  and  cargoes, 
took  the  whole  to  themselves.  A  remarkable  in- 
itaoee  occurred  in  the  last  year,  in  the  case  of  the 
£ut  India  ship  New  Jersey,  belon^og  to  Phila- 
delphia, to  redeem  which,  the  owners  have  paid 
lo  General  Hedouville,  special  agent  of  tbe  Exeeu- 
liie  Directory,  in  St.  Domingo,  upwards  of  two 
buDdred  thousand  dollifrs  in  cask  Whether,  any 
snd  ivhat  portion  of  such  prize-money  goes  into 
Ibe  chest  of  the  Republic,  1  am  nut  intormed. 

3.  The  third  article  declares  that  all  agents, 
ud  other  deputies,  in  the  nenlial  possessions,  ap- 
pointed to  decide  there  on  the  validity  of  prizes 
taken  by  the  French  cruisers,  and  who  shall  be 
inspected  of  having  a  direct  or  indirect  interest  in 
the  cruisers,  shall  he  immediately  recalled. 

It  is  remarkable  that  this  article,  apparently  de- 
fined to  correct  the  monstrous  abuse  of  public 
officers  silting  in  judgment  in  their  own  causes, 
should  be  limited  to  such  of  the  French  agents, 
lod  their  deputies,  as  were  appointed  to  reside  in 
neatral  places.  I  do  not  know  that  an  instance 
of  the  kind  exists:  for,  although  the  French  pri' 
rateers,  and  their  prizes,  find  asylums  in  tbe 
Swedish  and  Danish  islands,  yet  the  papers  are 
ntried  thence  to  Guadaloupe,  and  there  the  cap- 
tured vessels  receive  their  doom,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  another  special  agent  of  the  £ieca- 
tiw  Directory,  Victor  Hugues.  And  even  the 
Mplored  American  vessels  carried  into  the  West 
India  porta  of  Spain  and  Holland  do  not  there  re- 
ceive sentence:  these  eases  are  decided  by  the 
^eoLor  his  deputies,  or  other  French  tribunals, 

*  "Dioat  de  la  ConvcDtion  Nalioiiale,  dn  1  Slira 
1793,  Tin  Sd  de  la  t^pnbliqoe  Fnui^ain,  qno  d^tenabe 
ki  muds  de  reputition  dea  prices  ftitoi  par  las  vainMUZ 

^lUfU*  IDI  >■■  «"B«nni»  de  ■■  T^UiqM." 


established  in  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  fre- 
quently, if  t^t  generally,  in  the  absence  of  the 
masters  and  tupercaivoes.  The  French  agents 
and  judges  6nd  no  difficulty  in  this  mode  of  pro- 
ceediDg,  justice  being  administered  with  more 
facility  and  despatch  when  only  one  of  the  par- 
lies is  present  at  the  trial,  especiallv  when  the 
agents,  or  other  judges,  are  interested  in  the  pri 
vateers;  and  this  the  present  decree  impliedly 
allows,  the  penalty  of  "  recall"  being  applicable, 
as  above  suggested,  to  such  agents  only  as  reside 
in  neutral  places,  if  any  such  there  be. 

It  is  also  remarkable  that  this  decree,  which 
was  to  give  the  United  States  a  proof  of  the  jus- 
tice of  the  French  Government,  (a  Qovernmeat, 
Mr.  Talleyrand  says,  "  never  listening  to  anything 
but  justice")  and  of  its  desire  of  a  recoociliatioa 
with  Ihe  United  States,  should  be  limited  to  the 
West  Indies,  when  as  great,  if  not  as  numerous 
abuses  were  practised  by  French  agents  and  tri- 
bunals in  Europe,  and  even  France  itself,  as  in* 
ber  remote  possessions.  This,  too,  many  of  our 
citizens  well  know.  For  captures  and  condemna- 
tions are  not  the  less  abuses,  because  made  under 
the  color  of  municipal  laws  and  decrees  which  di- 
rectly violate  treaties,  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
plainest  principles  of  justice.  At  present  I  shall 
only  mention  thai,  in  a  report  made  by  Major 
MountKorence,  Chancellor  of  the  American  Con- 
sulate at  Paris,  to  GeQeral  Pinckney,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1796,  Eind  which  was  laid  before  Congress  in 
May,  1797,  he  states,  ''That  the  tribunals  of  com- 
merce in  every  port  of  France  take  cognizance,  in 
the  first  instance,  of  every  matter  relative  to  cap- 
tures at  sea ;"  and  "  these  tribunals  (he  adds)  are 
chiefly  composed  of  merchants,  and  most  of  them 
~   i,  directly  or  indirectly,  more  or  less  interesled 

the  fitting  out  of  privateers ;  and  therefore  are 
often  concerned  in  the  controversies  they  are  to 
determine  upon," 

4.  The  fourth  article  requires  the  special  agent* 
of  the  Executive  Directory  at  Cayenne,  St.  Do- 
mingo, and  Guadaloupe,  studiously  to  take  care 
that  the  interests  and  property  of  vessels  belong- 
to  neutrals  and  allies  lie  scrupulously  re- 
spected. 

We  have  too  long  witnessed  the  studious  and 
rupulous  care  of  these  Kentlemea  respecting  the 
property  of  neutrals  ana  allies,  and  experienced 
Its  ruinous  consequences;  and  as  the  same  laws 
which  authorized  that  ''care"  remain  in  force, 
and  with  a  fresh  injunction  of  a  strict  conformity 
to  them,  we  can  expect  only  a  coatioaance  of  the 

5.  Thefifth  article  enjoins  the  special  agents  of 
the  Executive  Directory,  Consuls,  and  all  others 
invested  with  powers  for  that  purpose,  to  cause 

~  be  arrested  and  punished  all  who  shall  contta- 
ne  the  provisions  of  the  present  decree.  Un- 
foriunaiely,  these  special  agents.  Consuls,  and 
their  deputies,  are  themselves  the  agcressors,  and 
justify  their  proceedings  under  the  laws  of  the 
Kepulilic  and  the  decrees  of  the  Executive  Di- 

This  analysis  of  the  present  decree  manifests  ita 
futility ;  and,  with  some  remarks  on  its  preamble 
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will  demooitraie  it  to  be  a  bold  impoatur«,  in- 
tended to  mislead  the  citizens  of  theJJoited  Sutet 
into  a  belief  that  the  French  Govemmenl  was 
going  to  put  an  end  to  the  depredations  of  French 
cruisers  on  American  commeice,  while  tbe  means 
proposed  are  so  gross  as  lo  be  an  insult  on  our  uu' 
dersiandings. 

The  preamble  to  the  decree  sets  forth,  "  that 
information,  recently  received  from  the  French 
colonies  and  the  continent  of  Anmica  lea*e))  no 
room  to  donbt  that  French  cruisers,  or  such  as 
call  themselves  French,  have  infringed  the  laws 
of  the  Republic  relative  to  cruising  and  prizes ;" 
and  "  that  foreigners  and  pirates  have  abused  the 
latitude  allowed  at  Cayenne  and  the  West  India 
blands  to  vessels  fitted  out  for  cruising,  or  for  war 
and  commerce,  in  order  to  cover  with  the  French 
flag  their  extortions,  and  the  violation  of  the  re- 
spect due  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  to  tbe  persons 
and  propertjr  of  allies  and  neutrals."  And  Mr. 
Talleyrand,  in  one  of  his  letters  before  noticed, 
dated  tbe  32d  of  Julv  last,  speaks  of  this  informa- 
tion as  having  been  "jnsi  received." 

But  what  has  been  more  noCorions  than  French 
depredations  on  neutral,  and  especially  on  Aioeri- 
enn  commerce,  in  violation  of  treaties  and  the  law 
of  nations?  These  have  been  coeval  with  the  ex- 
isting war  in  Europe;  but  were  multiplied  nnder 
the  loose  decree  of  the  Executive  Directory,  passed 
the  2d  of  Joly,  1796,  declaring,  that  "the  fiag  of 
the  French  Republic  will  treat  neutral  vessels, 
either  as  to  cooBscalion,  lo  searches,  or  to  capture, 
in  the  same  manner  as  they  shall  suffer  the  Eng- 
lish to  treat  them." 

This  decree  committed  the  trhole  commerce  of 
neutrals,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  rapacity  of 
French  privateers,  and  then  to  tbe  discretion  of  their 
agents,  Consuls,  and  tribunals.  These  had  only  to 
say,  truly  or  falsely,  that  thcBnglish  treated  neutrals 
in  any  given  way,  and  then  they  were  lo  treat 
them  in  the  same  manner.  Accordin^y  we  have 
seen  Santhonaz  and  Reimond,  Commissioners  of 
the  French  Government  in  St.  Domingo,  in  their 
adjudication  of  an  American  vessel,  on  the  lOch 
of  Jannary,  1797  declare,  "  that  the  resolution  (or 
decree)  passed  by  the  Executive  Directory,  on 
the  2d  of  July,  1796^  prescribes  to  all  the  armed 
Tcssels  of  the  Republic,  and  the  armed  vesseb  be- 
longing to  individuals,  to  treat  neutral  vessels  in 
the  same  manner  as  the)f  suflfer  the  English  to 
treat  them ;"  and  "  that  it  is  in  consequence  of  the 
above  resolution  of  the  Bzecutive  Directory,  and 
in  eonsequence  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Eng- 
lish Grovernmenl  in  the  Antilles  treats  neutral 
vessels,  that  the  Commission  passed  their  resolu- 
tion of  the  7ih  of  January,  by  which  ihey  declare 
all  neutral  vessels  bound  to  or  from  English  ports, 
to  be  legal  prize,"  From  these  facis,  and  the  tenor 
of  the  decree  itself,  we  can  form  but  one  conclu- 
sion, thai  it  nas  framed  in  such  indefinite  terms 
on  purpose  to  give  scope  for  arbitrary  construe- 
tioBs,  and  eonsequenily  for  unlimited  oppression 
and  v«zattoiL 

But  without  waiting  for  this  decree,  the  Com- 
mjasioners  of  ihe  French  Oovemment  at  8t.  Do- 
Bingo  began  their  piraciei  on  tbe  comnurce  of 


the  United  Sutes;  and,  in  February,  1797,  wrote 
10  the  Minister  of  Marine,  (and  the  extract  of  tbe 
letter  appeared  in  ihe  offioial  journal  of  the  Eiec- 
utive  Directory  of  the  5th  of  June.)  "That,  hav- 
ing found  no  resource  in  finance,  and  knowilg 
the  unfriendly  dispositions  of  the  Ametican^L  tad 
to  avoid  perishing  in  distress,  they  had  armed  for 
criming,  and  that  already  eighty-seven  cniisers 


been  enriched,  with  the  product  of  those  ft'att." 
"  Tbat  the  decree  of  the  3d  of  July  was  not  known 
by  them  until  five  months  afterwards.  But  (aay 
they)  the  shocking  conduct  of  the  Americansjana 
Ihe  indirect  knowledge  of  the  iolention!  of  our 
Government,  made  it  our  duty  to  order  reprinsk 
even  before  we  had  received  the  <d&ciat  notice  « 
the  decree."  "  They  felicitate  themselves  that 
American  vessels  were  daily  taken,  and  declare 
that  they  bad  learnt,  by  divers  persons  from  the 
contioent,  that  the  Americans  were  perfidioni, 
corrupt,  the  friends  of  England,  and  that,  there- 
fore,  their  vessels  no  longer  entered  the  FienA 


Hundred,  Fasloret  makes  the  following  rematk- 
able  reflections : 

"  On  reading  this  letter  we  ehonld  think  that 
we  had  been  dreaming;  that  we  had  been  tram- 
ported  into  a  sava^  country,  where  men,  still  ig- 
norant of  the  empire  of  morals  and  of  lawn,  com- 
mit crimes  without  shame  and  without  remonc, 
and  applaud  themselves  for  their  robberies,  u 
Faulus,  ,£miliiu,  or  Cato,  would  have  praised 
themselves  for  an  eminent  service  rendered  la 
their  country.  Cruisers  armed  against  a  friendly 
nation  1  Reprisals,  when  it  is  we  ourselves  who 
attach !  Reprisals  against  a  nation  that  has  not 
taken  a  single  vessel  of  ours !  Riches  acquired  by 
the  confiscation  of  the  ships  of  a  people  to  whom 
we  are  united  by  treaties,  and  whom  no  dedara- 
lion  of  war  had  separated  from  us."  "  Tbe  whole 
discourse  of  the  agents  may  be  reduced  to  these 
few  words:  'Having  nothing  wherewith  to  bay, 
I  seize:  I  make  myself  amends  for  the  property 
which  I  want,  by  the  piracy  which  enricofs  me; 
and  then  1  slander  those  whom  1  havenilliged.'" 
"  This  is  robbery,  justified  by  selfishness  and 
calumny."  Yet  Santhonax,  one  of  these  "rob- 
bers," and  tbe  chief  of  thosedirectorial  agents,  coa- 
tinued  in  office,  and,  going  a  few  months  i/tei- 
wards  from  Sl  Domingo  to  France,  was  re- 
ceived as  a  member  into  one  of  the  LegtslBtife 
Councils. 

Pastorei  also  adverts  to  a  letter  from  Merlin, 
then  Minister  of  Justice,  and  now  a  member  of 
the  Executive  Directory  to  Mr.  Skipwith,  Con- 
sul General  of  the  United  States,  which  alsoap- 
peered  in  the  Journal  of  the  Directory,  and  quoUs 
the  following  passage:  "Let  your  Ooremmeat 
break  the  inconceivable  treaty  which  it  conciaded 
on  the  19lh  of  November,  1794,  with  out  mosi 
implacable  enemies,  and  immediately  the  Ffcnch 
RepuUic  will  cease  to  apply  in  its  own  favor  il>j 
regrdationa  in  thai  treaty,  which  &v(n  K^ft"^ 
(o  the  injury  of  France,  and  I  mtrant  ycv  ^^ 
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we  shall  not  see  ao  appeal  to  iboie  regulatiooa.  I 
in  any  tribuiiai,  to  sopport  uoiust  preteosions.'' ' 
" Hire  I  (says  Paslorct)  r«ad  ihia  risblly  1  Un-  ! 
jnst  preiensions  1  Could  ii  be  passible  ihat  [bey 
jfiouid  thus  haTe  becD  characienzed  by  the  Mio-  j 
liter  who  is  bimself  their  agent  aad  defender  ?"  | 
After  al|,  ihis  "  inconceiTable  British  Treaty" 
was  itself  t>at  a  pretext  to  caunteDance  the  "  uo- 1 
just  prelensioDi,  as  Merlio  himself  calls  them, 
Uied  by  the  French  Governtnent  in  its  tribunals, 
for  the  purpose  of  condemning  Amciicao  vessels. 
The  details  I  have  already  nven  prove  it.  I  beg 
leave  to  adduc?  other  evidence.  It  is  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Barlow,  an  Americao  by  birth,  but 
for  several  years  past  a  citizen  of  France,  a  man 
of  acknowledged  aiscernmeni  and  talents,  devoted 
lo  the  French  Republic,  and  intimate  with  their 
lEsding  men.  Mr.  Barlow  has  long  redded  at 
Paris,  and  cannot  have  mistaken  the  views  of  the 
Fiench  Qovernmeat,  nor  the  motives  of  its  con- 
duct. Mr.  Bailow'a  letter,  daled  at  Paris,  the 
Sis[  of  March,  1793,  to  his  brother-in-law,  Mr 
Baldwin,  has  doomed  the  writer  to  inlamy :  yet 
wheu  it  describes  the  principles  and  conauci  of 
Ike  French  Republic,  it  merits  attention.  He 
says,  '^that  act  of  subiiaiissioD  to  the  British  Gov- 
«mmeDt,  commonly  called  Jay^s  Treaty,  is  usually 
eoDsidered,  both  by  its  friends  and  enemies,  as  the 
sole  eaus^  or  at  least  the  great  cause,  of  the  pre- 
sent hostile  disposition  towards  the  United  States. 
This  opinion  (says  he)  is  erroneous."  He  then 
proceeds  to  an  enumerBtion  of  a  variety  of  mat- 
ter:, which,  he  says,  have  influenced  the  conduct 
ofFrance.  Buttne  most  provoking,  and  themost 
unpardonable  of  all  the  offencei  of  the  United 
Suies  against  France,  was,  forltmatelv,  not  an 
ut  of  the  Government,  but  an  act  of  tne  people. 
The  freemen  of  the  United  States,  "  the  true 
Americans,"  dared  to  exercise  their  independent 
rigbts,  and  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  French 
Qoreinment  and  tne  endeavors  and  practices  of 
ill  Minister  AdeL  elected  Mr?  Adams  to  the  office 
of  President.  Mi.  ^rlow's  observations  on  this 
event  further  develop  the  character  and  the  prin- 
eiples  of  (hat  Government.  He  says,  "when  the 
decLion  of  Adams  was  announced  nere,  it  pro- 
duced jhe  order  of  the  2d  March,*  which  was 
meant  to  be  little  short  of  a  declaration  of  war ;" 
"the  G^veromeol  hare  was  determined  to  fleece 

Cm-  of  your  properly  to  a  sufficient  degree  to 
log  yon  to  a  feeling  in  the  only  nerve  in  which 
it  was.  presumed  your  sensibility  lav,  which  was 
four  pecdniary  interests."  And  wnat  was  this 
'Teeliag^  to  produce?  The  «uswfr  is  obvious — 
BiAmimtm  to  the  wiU  of  ths  FreacK  Chtiemmenl. 
The  mystery  of  French  politics  is  here  unveiled. 

*  It  will  be  recoUeeted  Ihat  this  ii  the  deeret  of  the 
^iMmiv«  DirecliKy,  oideriaB  the  captore  and  con- 
'snnilkni  of  American  vesseli,  not  having  a  rdk  d' 
ifuipage,  that  frjilfol  •oorce  of  plunder  to  rrenchmen, 
ud  dT  min  to  American  dtiMns :  arul  which  bIm  dtt~ 
clued  all  AmeriesD  seamsn,  miking  a  part  of  (he  new 
sf  Memiea'  ships,  evtn  when  pnl  on  board  of  them  by 
fan,  to  be  pirate*,  and  directsd  iheni  to  be  treated  as 


The  United  States  did  not  submit.  Hence  thfi, 
non-recepiioDof  her  Envoys,  and  their  haughty 
treatment;  hence  the  iniiulting  demands  of  trib- 
ute as  a  preliminary  even  to  their  reception  ;  and 
hence  the  expulsion  of  two  of  them  from  France. 

But  to  return  to  the  decree  of  (he  Executive 
Directory  of  the  3Ist  of  July  last. 

I  have  already  shown  that  (he  mass  of  depreda- 
tions on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  un- 
der the  French  flag,  of  which  we  so  justly  comr 
plain,  are  not  those  committed,  as  the  Directory, 
in  their  preamble,  insinuate,  by  "  foreigners  ana 
pirates,"  but  by  French  armed  vessels  commis- 
sioned by  the  Oorernment  or  its  agents ;  or  whe- 
ther conunissioned  or  not,  whose  acts  in  capturiiw 
American  vessels  receive  the  sanction  of  FreocB 
CruiEub,  of  French  tribunals,  and  of  the  special 
agents  of  the  Directory.  I  have  shown  that  the 
laws  of  France  and  the  Directorial  decrees  are 
themselves  the  sources  of  those  violations  of  treat- 
ies and  the  laws  of  nations,  which  have  oaosedl 
such  immense  losses  to  (he  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  And  to  the  proofs  already  offered,  that 
the  ioformatioD  of  such  aggressions  and  abuses, 
particularly  in  the  West  Indies,  and  on  the  coast 
of  America,  was  not,  as  the  preamble  suggeala, 
but  "recenUy  received."  I  may  add  that  their 
''Special  a^eats"  authorized  those  depredations 
and  violations  of  the  law  of  nations,  by  decKca 
assuming  the  laws  of  the  Republic,  at  the  acts  of 
the  Executive  Directory,  for  their  bates ;  by  de- 
crees printed  and  published,  and  uDdoubtedlr  froin 
time  to  time  reported  by  those  agents  to  toe  Di- 
rectory itself.  Further,  (hese  outrages  on  the 
American  commerce  have  for  years  past  been  the 
theme  of  eyery  tongue,  and  filled  coTorons  in  oqr 
newspapers  ;  tnose  newspapers  which  Mr.  Barlow 
says  (be  Office  of  Foreign  Affiiira  (a(  Paris)  n^ar■ 
larly  receives."  I  will  conclude  this  point  with 
the  testimony  of  Mr.L^tombe,  late  Consul  0«n^ 
ral  of  the  French  Republic,  and  still  residing  in 
Philadelphia.  He  has  long  since,  and  repeatedly 
assured  me,  that  he  collected  all  tboee  aeeounts  of 
depredations  and  ontra^s  committed  by  Frenck 
privateers,  and  transmitted  them  to  his  Oove^n- 
ment  at  Paris. 

In  relation  to  the  depredations  and  outrages 
committed  by  the  French  on  the  commerce  of  the 
United  Stales,  I  have  said  that  as  great,  if  not  ai 
abuses  were  practised  by  the  French  in 
1  in  France  itself,  as  in  her  re- 
,and  (hat  this'  fact  was  but  too 
well  known  to  our  citizens,  who  had  felt  severely 
their  effects.  Among  these  we  have  seen  the  case 
of  the  ship  Hare,  Captain  Hnyley;  but  never  ia 
all  its  disgusting  features.  With  this  I  will  clow 
my  observations  on  the  preamble  of  the  Directo- 
rial decree  of  the  3Ist  July. 

Extrsct  of  a  Utter  from  Rufns  King,  Esq.,  Ministar  of 
the  United  Slates  in  London,  dated  Septembers, 
1798,  to  the  8ecretsi7  of  State  of  the  United  States. 
"  The  pretence  for  this  arrCt  [the  decree  of  tha 
Directory  of  July  Sletl  is  of  a  piece  with  the  vin- 
dication of  Talleyrand  respecting  X.  Y.  and  Z., 
and  the  justice  and  sincerity  of  the  Directory 


Europe,  and  e 


.dbyGoogle 


3651 


APPENDIX. 


Rdaiumi  with  FYance. 


jJiould  be  B^certaine  J,  aot  by  their  word,  but  by  the 
foUowiog  coiiteropauDeoua  fact : 

"Hayiey,  UD  American  cilizeu,  mBslei:  of  the 
American  ship  Hare,  tying  in  the  port  of  London, 
laden  with  a  rich  cargo,  the  property  of  Ameri- 
cans, and  bound  to  New  York,  went  with  my  pass- 
port from  Loodon  to  Parts,  where,  in  a  personal 
iDterfiew,  nal  with  the  agents  of  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  but  with  the  Minisier  himself,  he  dis- 
closed his  plan  of  briosiDg  the  ship  Hare  and  her 
cargo  into  France,  and  to  enable  uim  to  receive 
the  piofits  of  the  fraud,  without  risking  the  pun- 
ishment of  piracy,  he  demanded  and  receiTcd  from 
the  Minister  of  Marine,  a  comnfissioQ  naming 
him  the  commander  of  a  ptiTaleer  that  did  not 
exist;  with  which  in  his  pocket,  he  returned  to 
London,  and  soon  after  carried  the  ship  Hare  and 
her  cargo  as  a  prize  into  France. 

"The  ship  and  cargo  were  both  claimed  by  the 
American  owners,  and.  upon  the  unveiling  of  this 
-  infamous  proceeding  belore  the  lower  tribunals, 
the  judges  hesitated,  and  finally  refused  to  sanction 
so  Qoheard  of  a  fraud ;  ihouzh,  instead  ol  restor~ 
ing  the  property  lo  iu  lawful  owners,  they,  on 
some  frivolous  pretence,  adjudged  both  ship  and 
cargo  to  be  good  prize  to  the  nalion.  Lately,  the 
tribuaal  in  the  last  resort,  upon  the  appeal  of  Hay- 
ley,  has  reversed  the  judgment  of  the  lower  court, 
and  "decreed  the  ship  and  cargo  lo  be  condemned 
a«  eood  prize  to  this  renegado?' 

If  a  transaction  more  grossly  corrupt  and  in- 
famous has  occurred  in  the  West  Indies,  ]  have 
not  heard  of  ii ;  and  yet  with  this  case  of  une- 
qualled infamy  and  corruption  before  them,  sanc- 
tioned by  the  nighest  tribunals  of  the  nation,  the 
Directory  expect  to  amuse  us  with  a  disavowal  of 
the  conduct  of  a  few  subaltern  agents  in  a  remote 
part  of  their  dominions ! ! !" 

Besides  the  communicatioiu  from  Mr.  Qerry,  I 
liave  received  from  Fulwsr  Skip  with,  Esq.,  Coa- 
■nl  General  of  the  United  Sutes  at  Paris,  three 
letters  dated  the  4th  Sih,  and  S3d  of  August,  co- 
pies of  which  and  of  the  papers  thereia  referred 
to,  are  herewith  presenied,excepting  the  decree  of 
J^j  31st,  whicb  appears  among  the  communi- 
cations from  Mr.  Qerry.  Mr.  Skipwith's  letter  of 
Auguit  22d,  with  its  enclosures,  was  delivered  to 
me  Dy  Doctor  Logan.  I  had  previously  received 
the  original,  whico  had  been  brought  over  by  Mr. 
Woodward  of  Boston. 

Doctor  Logan^  having  been  the  twarer  of  the 
last  mentioned  communications  from  the  French 
Gktvernment,  and  his  embassy  having  not  only 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  public,  but  been 
mode  the  subject  of  debate  in  Congress,  I  trust  it 
will  not  be  deemed  improper  to  introduce  into 
this  report  some  circnmsiaoces  respecting  it. 

On  the  13th  of  November  the  doctor  came  lo 
m«  at  Trenton.  He  advanced  with  eageroesi  and 
handed  me  the  packet  from  Mr.  Skipwith.  On 
examining  its  contents,  I  told  the  Doctor  that  I 
alieadv  possessed  the  same  papet!<.  I  made  some 
remarks  on  ihe  decree  of  the  Directory  of  the  31st 
of  July,  to  show  that  it  was  only  ostensible  and 
iUniory,  and  that  it  would  not  give  any  relief  to 
•"■ -le  of  the  United  Slates.    The  Doc- 


..  .     be  done,  but  that  ibe 

J jscomplish  it  of  themselves, 

seeing  it  depended  on  the  laws  which  the  L^s- 
lalive  councils  alone  could  change.  I  answered, 
thai  [his  was  easy  to  be  done ;  that  as  the  Direct- 
ory, on  the  18th  Fruetidor  (September  4tb,  1797] 
had  garbled  the  two  councils,  and  banished  some, 
and  dismissed  others  of  the  best  members,  all  who 
ivere  firmly  opposed  to  their 
new  elections  to  supply  the  i 
third  of  the  council^  the  Directory  e 
every  new  member  who  was  not  agreeable  lo  ibem, 
everybody  must  see  that  the  Directory  had  but 
to  declare  iLi  will,  and  it  would  be  obeyed.  Tbe 
Doctor  said,  that  the  Directory  was  very  well 
disposed  towards  the  United  States,  and  desired  1 
re coBC illation )  that  they  would  promote  a  revi 
sion  of  the  laws  in  regard  to  privateering,  so  as  to 

Eut  the  rights  of  neutral  nations  on  a  just  footing 
ut  that  It  would  take  some  time  to  bring  this 
about,  "  the  people  concerned  in  privateering  hav- 
ing gained  a  very  great  influence  in  the  two  coiu- 

cife  P' 1 !     Is  it  necessary  to  inquire 

how  this  "  very  great  infiuence"  has  been  obtained  1 
Are  ihe  leading  members  owners  of  privateers! 
Or  do  they  receive  their  shares  of  prize  iDooey 
from  those  who  are  t    Do  the  Legislative  coon- 


printed  despatches  of  our  Envoys,  under  the  dale 
of  October  29,  1797,  slate,  on  [he  infoimatioD  of 
Mr.  Talleyrand's  private  agent  X,  that  Merlin, 
one  of  the  members,  and  now  or  late  Presideai  of 
the  Directory,  was  to  receive  no  part  of  the  dot' 
ceur  demanded  of  the  Envoys,  because  he  was 
paid  by  the  owners  of  privateers ;  and  in  respect 
to  the  loan  then  demanded,  on  which  subject  it 
was  suggested  that  one  of  the  Envoys  should  go 
to  America  to  consult  the  Gorerument,  the  En- 
voys "asked  Mr.  X.  if,  in  the  meantime,  the  Di- 
rectory would  ordef  the  American  property  not 
yet  paissed  into  the  haodii  of  the  privateers'  men, 
10  be  restored!  He  said  eiplicitljr  that  lliey 
would  not.  The  Envoys  asked  him  whether  ibey 
would  suspend  further  depredations  on  oar  com- 
merce 1  He  said  they  would  not ;  but  Mr.  Tal- 
leyrand observed,  that  on  this  subject  we  could 
not  sustain  much  additional  injury,  because  the 
winter  season  was  approaching,  when  few  addi- 
tional captures  could  be  made."  Here  we  see  our 
Envoys  inquiring,  not  whether  the  two  councils 
would  suspend  those  depredations,  but  whether 
the  Directory  would  do  it;  and  Mr.  Talleyrand's 
agent  X.,  without  iotimating  that  tbe  Directory 
wanted  power,  or  that  they  could  only  "  endeavor 
to  provoke  in  the  Legislature  a  revision  of  tbeif 
maritime  laws,"  answered,  perempioiily,  that  the 
Directory  would  not  suspend  the  depredalioiu. 
The  trutn  is,  that  it  was  an  act  of  tbe  Directory 
alone,  (their  decree  of  the  2d  of  March,  1797.) 
whicD  authorized  and  produced  more  eximsive 
depredations  on  tbe  commerce  of  the  United 
Slates  than  any  other  decree  or  law  of  the  French 
Republic.  To  effect  a  repeal  of  that  decree,  no 
application  to  tb*  Legislative  councils  eoold  be 
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Dfcessary.  The;  coald  also  hare  repealed  an- 
other ol  their  owo  decrees,  that  of  the  2d  of  July, 
1796,  which  lUbjected  neuttal  property,  and  par- 
ticaUrly  that  of  American  citixent,  to  the  discre- 
tion of  their  ConEub  and  cruisers  in  the  Euro- 
pean seas,  as  watl  as  of  Iheir  privateeni  and  agents 
IP  the  West  Indies,  and  on  which  these  agent* 
bare  foanded  other  namerous  decrees,  which  hsTe 
occasioned  tho«e  ahockinf  depredations  and  abuses 
there  and  on  the  cMut  of  the  United  States,  which 
the  Directory,  by  their  decree  of  the  31it  of  July 
lasLafiect  to  restrain. 

When  tb«  Ezecntire  Directory  wished  to  en- 
large the  5eid  of  depredBtiont  on  neutral  com- 
merce, and  on  the  4[h  of  January,  1798^  profMied 
to  the  two  councils  the  project  of  the  iniquitous 
law  ^  to  declare  to  be  good  prize  every  Tessel  and 
her  cargo,  to  whomsoerer  Mlooging,  if  any  part 
of  the  cargo  cailie  from  England  or  her  pos«es»> 
ions,"  there  wa«  a  i«kdy  obedience.    "  The  Direct- 


Pi»e  Hundred  on  the  Uih,  and  "  urgency"  being 
declared,  is  immediatelrand  unanimously  adopted^ 
It  goei  to  the  Council  of  Ancients,  that  conncil 
approrea  the  met  of  ^  urgency ;"  and  on  the  18th 
of  January,  the  project  of  the  Directory  becomes 
a  law. 

This  law  was  necessary  for  the  French  Gov- 
enunent ;  so  many  American  vessels  had  been 
entrapped  by  the  Direetorr's  decree  of  March  26, 
1797,  requiring  the  rAle  d'ti^uipage,  that  the  reii- 
dnewerenowgenenliy  provided  with  that  paper: 
some  new  pretext  was  therefore  requisite  for 
"  fleecing"  the  people  of  the  United  Stales  of  their 
nroperty,  and  bd  ordinaace  of  one  of  the  Kings  of 
France,  made  near  a  century  past,  having  declared 
lawful  prisce  the  vessels  and  their  cargoes  in  which 
was  found  English  merchandise  belonging  to  ene- 
mies,'' the  Directory  declare  that  the  provision* 
of  this  ordinance  ought  to  be  extendn,  to  com- 
prehend the  vesseliand  canoes  of  friends;  that  is, 
of  allied  and  neutral  natioiu.  The  Directory 
knew  that  the  United  Slate),  whose  inhabiianta 
were  chiefly  eultivatorv,  required  a  greater  sup- 
ply of  Eogli^  manufactures  than  anr  other  neu- 
tral country  of  equal  population ;  ana  those  man- 
ufactures, too,  were,  from  the  course  of  American 
commerce,  combined  with  almost  all  our  mercan- 
tile operslions,  and  pervaded  entirely  oar  great 
coasting  trade.  Hence,  it  is  evident  tnat  this  law 
was  chiefly  aimed  at  them. 

It  will  De  remembered  also  that  this  law  was 
passed  while  our  three  Envoys  were  at  Paris, 
where  they  had  passed  three  months  unheeded  by 
the  French  Government,  except  by  its  indignities. 
and  where  ihe^  had  in  i-    .   .  .    •    •    . 


n  solicited  to  be  heara 


spi 

iajorj.  The  Envoys  had  firmly  resisted  her  de- 
mand of  loans  and  dowxurt,  and  when  speaking 
of-  their  country,  dared  to  intimate  that  it  was 
independent.  It  waa  therefore  requisite,  on  the 
Prencb  system,  to  "chastise,"  as  well  as  to 
«  fleece"  it 

5th  Coir.— 113  • 


In  closing  this  subject,  it  will  be  proper  to  no- 
tice an  assertion  of  Mr.  Talleyrand,  in  a  conver- 
sation with  the  Envoys  on  the  2d  Match,  1798. 
In  reply  to  some  observations  of  his  respecting 
the  proofs  of  friendship  required  by  France  from 
the  United  States,  Oeueial  Piockney  observed, 
"  that  the  Envoys  being  in  France  was  a  proof  of 
the  friendly  disposition  of  our  Oovernment ;  and 
that  while  they  were  there,  the  French  Oovern- 
ment had  passed  a  decree  for  seizing  neutral  ves- 
sels having  on  board  any  article  coming  out  of 
England,  which,  in  its  operation,  would  subject  to 
capture  all  our  property  on  the  ocean."  Mr.  Tal- 
leyrand replied,  ''  That  this  was  not  particular  to 
us.  bat  was  common  to  all  the  neutral  Power*." 
This  assenion  of  Mr.  Talleyrand  is  not  true.  Al- 
though the  decree,  in  its  terms,  is  general,  and 
applicable  to  all  the  neutral  Powers,  yet.  in  itt 
operation,  it  was  not  designed  to  be,  and  ha*  not 
been  so  applied ;  it  has  not  touched  a  ve»el  of 
Prussia.  The  motives  to  this  exemption  are  ob- 
vious. France  wished  not,  by  irritating  Prussia, 
to  add  so  powerful  a  nation,  and  one  so  near  at 
hand,  to  tbe  number  of  her  enemies^  while  her 
peace  with  Austria  remained  precarious.  But 
this  exemption  of  Prussian  vessels  from  the  or- 
ation of  a  general  law  merits  particular  notice. 
It  demonstrates  that  there  exists  in  the  French 
Republic  a  dispensing  power ;  a  power  above  the 
laws ;  a  nower  whico  can  prevent  iheir  execu- 
tion: ana  it  is  alike  demonstrable, that  this  sover- 
eign controlling  power  can  exist,  and  in  fact  does 
eiial.in  the  Executive  Directory.  It  might  then, 
if  the  Directory  desired  it,  be  exercised  in  the 
exemption  of  American  as  well  a*  Prussian  vea- 
sels;  bnt  tbe  Directory  do  not  desire  it;  we  have 
not  yet  been  sufficiently  ''fleeced"  and  "chas- 
tised." 

Mr.  Skipwith's  letter  of  the  4lh  of  August  en- 
closed the  decree  of  the  Executive  Directory 
already  noticed,  passed  the  Slst  of  July,  respect- 
ing French  depredations  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
on  the  coast  of  the  United  States.  His  letter  of 
the  8th  of  August  enclosed  Mr.  Talleyrand's  let- 
ter to  him  of  tbe  6th,  respecting  that  decree,  in 
which  it  is  plain  that  the  Minister  supposes  the 
world,  and  [nrticularly  the  United  States,  will  be 
amused  by  that  illusory  device,  and  imagine  that 
it  was  intended  to  stop  abuses,  and  give  security 

Mr.  Skipwith's  letter  of  the  S3d  of  August  cov- 
ers another  letter  from  Mr.  Talleyrand,  dated  the 
20th  of  August,  in  which  he  encloses  copies  of 
two  letters  from  the  Minister  of  Marine,  respecting 
American  seamen  who  had  been  imprisonnT 
When,  in  July  last,  an  embaivo  was  laid  on  the 
American  merchant  vesselsinUie  ports  of  France, 
the  agents  of  the  marine  took  out  their  crewa, 
and  threw  them  into  prison ;  thus  hazarding  tha 
loss  of  the  vessels,  and  injuring  the  men  by  con- 
finement, and  the  bad  provisions  of  their  jaiU. 
These  seamen  were  ordered  to  be  released.  The 
other  letter  from  the  Minister  of  Marine  required 
that  no  injury  should  be  done  to  the  nfety  and 
liberty  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  Ameiiean  ▼«»'  - 
■els  found  to  be  in  order,  nor  to  pasaengera  and 
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otber  citizens  of  ihe  United  States  haTJng  pass- 
ports knd  proieetioiiE. 

The  Hune  letter  from  Mr.  Skipwith  enclosed 
the  copy  of  a  decree  of  the  Directory,  pasted  the 
16lh  of  August,  for  taktag  oS  the  embargo,  laid  ■ 
month  before  on  Araeiicati  ressels. 

The  decree  itself  occopies  but  two  lines ;  but  its 
pietinible  is  exteoded,  for  the  purpose  of  iDsulIing 
theOoreTDment  of  the  Uoiied  States,  when  an 
■ct  of  common  justice  was  done  to  sotne  of  their 
citizens :  by  iusinuaiing  that  the  GoTernment  waa 
"abandoned  to  the  passions  of  the  British  Cabi- 
iwt"  This,  however,  is  but  the  repetiiioo  of  a 
calumny  familiar  in  French  diplomacy,  respecting 
other  nations  as  welt  as  our  own.  Barrat,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Directory,  in  his  raledictory  address 
to  Mr.  Monroe,  declared  that  "France  would  not 


the  condescension  of  the  American  OoTercment 
to  the  sDggestions  of  her  former  tyrants ;"  profess- 
•ing,  at  the  same  time,  great  esteem  for  the  Amer- 
ican people."  Mr.  Adel  had  before  charged  the 
American  Oorernmeut  with  a  "  perfidious  conde- 
■cension  to  the  English ;"  and  a^er  making  his 
Uat  communications  lo  the  OoTernment,  he,  by 
their  immediate  publicaiion  under  his  ordera,  ap- 
pealed from  the  Government  to  the  people  of  the 
United  Stales.  Yet  Mr.  Talleyrand  says,  that 
the  French  Oovemmenl  has  indeed  "complained 
of  the  American  Goretnment,  but  to  the  Qovern- 
ment  ittelfj"  meaning  to  have  it  understood, 
though  carefully  avoiding  the  expression,  that 
it  bad  complained  to  the  Oovernmeni  alone. 
With  the  like  sophistry  he  attempt.''  to  evade  our 
well-founded  allegations,  that  the  French  Govern- 
meat  has  made  reproachful  and  injurious  distioc- 
tioDS  between  the  Government  and  people  of  the 
United  States,  endeavoring  to  separate  the  latter 
from  the  former.  He  saya,  "  it  ia  utterly  false, 
notwithstanding  the  pnblie  and  private  insinuB' 
tions  which  have  been  made,  in  private  writings 
and  in  solemn  acts,  that  the  French  Qovernment 
has  ever  sought  to  detach  the  people  of  the  United 
Stales  from  the  Constitution  ihey  have  given 
themaelves."  Such  a  charge  against  the  French 
Government  has  not,  that  I  know,  ever  been  made 
by  the  American  Goveramenl;  but  we  have  ac- 
ciued  them,  and  truly,  with  endeavors  to  detach 
the  peo^e  of  the  United  Slates  from  the  Govern- 
ment coosen  by  themselves  to  administer  that 
Constitution :  and  this  the  Minister  does  not  at- 
tempt to  deny.  The  Directory  would  perhaps  be 
eonlenied  that  the  people  should  retain  the  forms 
of"  the  Const  i  tut  ion  they  have  given  themselves;" 
and  to  which  they  are  attached,  provided  they 
would  elect  to  administer  it  men  devoted  to 
France,  and  ready  to  obey  the  intimations  of  her 
will-  And  because  the  people  have  not  been  thus 
obsequious,  but  have  dared  to  make  a  difierent 
election,  the  French  Government  has  expressed 
it*  "  terrible"  resentment;"  Mr.  Barlow  has  assur- 
ed us,  in  the  passage  already  cited  from  his  letter, 
that  for  this  sinf^le  act  of  the  p«o{)le  of  the  United 
Stales,  in  exereuing  freely  their  right  of  election, 
the  Directory  passed  adecree  "which  wai  meant 
to  be  little  short  of  a  declaration  of  war;"  by 


which  it  was  determined  to  fleece  the  people  of 
their  property:"  certainly  in  expectation  that,  by 
touching  their  feeling  in  that  "nerve,"  they  would 
be  induced,  in  order  to  save  their  properly,  to  sub- 
mit imi>lieiily  to  the  Government  of  France. 
Failing  in  this  attempt,  the  French  Oovernmut 
made  another,  in  the  decree  of  the  IBth  of  Janua- 
ry, 1798,  which,  though  general  in  its  terms,  I 
have  shown  to  have  oeen  levelled  directly  and 
chiefly  at  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 
And  this  at  the  time,  (as  I  have  before  re- 
marked,) when  three  Envoys  Extraordinary 
were  waiting^  month  af^er  month,  and  most  re- 
spectfully suiciting  to  be  heard,  and  to  enter 
on  the  discussion  of  all  the  subjects  of  differ- 
ence between  the  two  cDi)ntries;  and  among 
these,  on  the  French  depredation*  on  our  con^ 
merce.  Yet,  Mr.  TaUeymnd  has  the  confidence 
to  ansert,  and  to  Mr.  Gerry  too,  one  of  those  En- 
voys, that  the  French  Government  "  never  refus- 
ed and  never  will  refuM  to  enter  into  disenssion 
upon  every  proper  subject,"  Does  the  Minister 
mean  that  those  depredaiions  are  not  "a  proper 
subject  of  discussion  1"  Yes,  with  respect  to  « 
vast  proportion  of  them.  Mr.  Y.,  his  private 
agent,  explicitly  told  our  Envoys,  that  the  condem- 
nations of  vessels  for  want  of  the  rile  <P  iquipagt 
were  not  to  be  questioned  ;  "  that  being  a  point  on 
which  Merlin,  while  Minister  of  Justice,  bad 
written  a  treatise,  and  on  which  the  Directory 
were  decided." 

It  is  fit  here  to  recollect  another  and  a  peremp- 
tory refusal  of  the  French  Government,  "  to  enter 
into  discussion"  upon  the  subjects  of  difference  be- 
tween France  and  the  United  States. 

General  Pinckney,  appointed  the  Minister  Plen- 
ipotentiary of  the  United  States  to  the  French  Re- 
public, went  to  Paris  in  ihe  Autumn  of  1796. 
There  was  at  first,  (as  in  the  case  of  the  Envoys 
Extraordinary  in  1797,)  a  show  of  receiving  him  : 
but  soon  iM  scene  was  changed ;  and  he  was  not 
only  refused  a  hearing,  but  after  bearing  a  thou- 
sand indignities,  ordered  to  leave  France ;  but  the 
predecessor  of  Mr.  Talleyrand,  Charles  de  la  Croix. 
in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  intended  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  General  Pinckney,  declared,  (being  spe- 
cially charged  to  do  so  by  the  Directory,  and  Mr, 
de  la  Croix  repeated  the  declaration  to  General 
Pinckney's  secretary,)  "  thai  it  will  not  acknowl- 
edge nor  receive  another  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  United  States,  until  after  Ihe  redress  of 
the  grievances  demanded  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment, and  which  the  French  Republic  has  a 
right  to  expect  from  it."  To  this  resolution  we 
have  seen  the  Directory  adbere;  and  we  have  also 
seen,  in  the  demands  it  made  lo  our  Envoy*  Ex- 
traordinary, as  the  indispensable  preliminanes  to 
any  negotiation,  what  b  meant  by  a  "  redress  of 

Srierances,"  prior  to  the  reception  of  a  Minister 
om  America :  it  consisted  in  a  douceur  for  the 
pocket  of  the  Directors  and  Ministers;  in  the  pur- 
chase at  par  of  thirty-two  millions  of  Datch  se- 
curities, then  worth  but  half  that  sum ;  and  in 
loans  as  immense  and  ind^nite  as  their  dotreda- 
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■boTG  quoted  I 


0  propoae  lo  us, 


[t  following  the 
,  ug«,  Mr.  ie  la  Croix  Bays,  "  I 
pr&y  you  to  be  perauaaed,  Ciiizea  MiDiitei,  that 
thU  de term ina lion  having  become  aMenary,  al- 
low* to  subsUt  between  the  Freocb  Republic  tmd 
tbe  American  people  tbe  aSeoiioa  fouoded  upon 
former  beuefita  and  reciprocal  iutereiits." 

If  I  were  to  allow  myself  to  make  auy  further 
refleclioDs  on  the  conduct  of  France  towards  the 
United  Stated,  it  would  be  to  illustrate  tbe  truth 
of  Mr.  Barlow's  assertion,  "  that  the  Fraoch  Qot- 
erument  determiaed  to  fieecr  ui."  If  the  French 
Government  "listened  (as  Hr.  Talleyrauduys  it 
does)  to  nothing  but  Justice,"  and  really  desired  a 
reconciliation,  it  woiild  have  proposed  to  fix  some 
peasure  of  satisfaction  for  the  injuries  it  "  ' 
had  received.    Or.  if  too  proud  to  propose 

atleast  it  would  have  prescribed  to  itself 

limit  to  reprisals;  or,at  any  rate.it  would  not  have 
spurned  us  from  its  presence,  when  we  respectful- 
ly presented  ourselves,  sought  a  reconciliation,  and 
offered  to  make  a  just  satisfaction  for  every  injury 
we  had  committed.  And  if,  (as  Mr.  Talleyrand 
userts,)  "  the  French  GoTernment  has  not  ceased 
to  offer  the  exact  justice  it  demand^"  it  would 
also  have  permitted  us  to  state  our  claims.  But 
it  would  hare  been  so  easy  to  ascertain  all  the  dam- 
ages we  had  done ;  and  their  amount  would  have 
been  GO  small,  even  if  we  agreed  to  pay  for  all  Eng- 
lish, Spanish,  and  Dutch  vessels  nrouzht  by  tbe 
French  cruisers  into  our  porta,  while  aU  those  na- 
tions were  at  war  with  France^  a  few  of  wbich 
the  jasiice  of  the  Federal  Courts,  in  vindication 
o!  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  Slates,  rescued 
from  the  lianoa  of  the  French  Consuls,  agenlaand 
privateers'  men;  and  if  to  that  amount  we  also 
added  ten  times  the  value  of  the  miserable  cor- 
vette Le  Cassius,  a  vessel  wbich  had  been  unlaw- 
fully fitted  out  for  war  in  the  United  States,  but 
which  has  been  tbe  burden  of  every  note,  from 
Adet's,  in  1795,  to  de  la  Croix's  and  Talleyrand's, 
in  IT96  and  1793,  the  amount  of  tbe  whole,  it  was 
known,  would  he  so  small,  the  French  Govern- 
meni  did  not  choose  to  have  it  ascertained ;  for 
then  tbe  injuries  done  by  the  French  lo  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  mast  also  have  been 
examined  and  adjusted ;  and  when  adjusted,  pay- 
ment must  have  been  made  or  stipulated  ;  but  in 
this,  the  French  Government  doubtless  thought 
'it  would  find  only  a  teal  disadvantage;"  the 
amount  of  its  own  demands  deducted  from  those 
of  America  would  hardly  seem  to  have  diminish- 
ed the  latter. 

Such  a  mutual  adjustment  would  also  have 
be«a  accompanied  wiiD  a  settlement  of  all  ques- 
tions and  disputes  about  the  construction  of  trea- 
ties, and  all  other  subjects  of  difference :  but  in 
this,  also,  the  French  Qorernment,  upon  its  own 
irttein,  "  would  have  found  a  real  disadvantage." 
For  ii  would  have  vastly  reduced  the  field  for  pri- 
nUering  in  the  European  seas ;  and  in  the  West 
Indies  it  would  have  been  nearly  annihilated:  for 
there,  foi  every  reaael  taken  from  the  enemies  of 


making  specific  demands  of  damages;  by  refusing 
to  receive  our  Ministers;  by  at  length  proposing 
lo  negotiate  in  a  mode  which  it  ksew  to  be  im- 
practicable, with  the  person  who  had  no  powers, 
and  who,  inerefore,  constantly  refused  to  negoti- 
.  and  thus,  wholly  avoiding  a  negotiation,  it 
has  kept  open  the  field  fur  complaints  of  wrongs 
and  injuries,  in  order,  by  leaving  them  undefined, 
to  furnish  pretences  for  unlimited  depredatiDns.  In 
this  way  "  it  determined  to  fleece  us.''  In  this  way 
it  gratified  its  avarice  and  revenge — and  it  hoped 
also  to  satiate  its  ambition.  After  a  long  series  of 
insults  uoresented,  and  a  patient  endurance  of  in* 
juries,  aggravated  in  their  nature  and  unexampled 
in  their  extent,  that  Government  exacted  our 
final  submission  to  its  will.  Our  resistance  has 
ixcited  its  surprise,  and  as  certainly  increased  iia 
resentment.  With  some  soothing  expressions,  is 
heard  the  voice  of  wounded  pride.     Warmly  p 


fessiog  its  desire  of  reconciliation,  it  gives  Uu  cn- 
dence  of  its  !in::erily;  but  proofs  in  abundance 
demonstrate  that  it  is  not  sincere.  Fromstanding 
erect,  and  in  that  commanding  attitude  requiring 
implicit  obedience — cowering,  it  renounces  some 
of  Its  unfounded  demands.    But  I  hope  we  shall 

member  "  that  the  tiger  crouches  before  he  leaps 
upon  hia  prey." 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

To  the  President  of  Uu  United  Statet. 


[Communkatad  to  the  SNwte,  February  16, 1798.] 
Gmtltmen  of  the  Senate: 

I  transmit  to  you  a  document  which  seems  to 
be  intended  lo  be  a  compliance  with  a  condition 
mentioned  at  the  conclusion  of  my  Message  lo 
Congress,  of  tbe  2l9t  of  June  last. 

Alwaya  disposed  and  ready  to  embrace  every 
plausible  appearance  of  probability  of  preserving 
or  restoring  tranquillity,  1  nominate  William  Vwia 
Murray,  our  Minister  resident  at  the  Hague,  lo  b« 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Slates  to 
the  French  Republic. 

If  the  Senate  shall  advise  and  consent  lo  his 
appointment,  effectual  care  shall  be  taken  in  hia 
instructions  thai  he  shall  not  go  to  France  with- 
out direct  and  unequivocal  assurances  fromihe 
French  Government,  signified  by  their  Minister 
of  Foreign  Relations,  that  be  shall  be  received  in 
character;  shall  enjoy  ihe  privileges  attached  to 
his  character  by  the  law  of  nations;  and  that  a 
Ministerof  equal  rank,  title,  and  powers,  shall  be 
appointed  to  treat  with  him,  to  discuss  and  con- 
clude ill  controversies  between  the  two  Republics 
by  a  new  treaty. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

Fbbkcaby  18, 1799. 
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T%e  Miuiiitei  of  Eitsrior  Ralatioiu  (o  Citbcn  Picbon, 
Secrelai?  of  LcgntioQ  of  i1m  Picndi  Republic  ueir 
the  BmtkTUn  Republic 

Paris,  the  1th  Vendemiaire, 
llhyearof  the  FreiuA  Republic,  ^c 
I  fasTe  received  soccesiiTely,  citizen,  your  letters 
1^  the  23d  and  27th  Fructidor,  (8th  and  I3th  of 
September.)  They  afford  me  more  and  more  rea- 
•OD  to  be'plaaied  with  the  measure  yot)  hare  adopt- 
ed to  detail  to  me  yonr  conreraatioDi  with  Mr. 
Hnmy-  These  eoDre/iations,  at  first  merely 
(Hendlr,  hare  tcquired  coDsiatency,  by  tbe  saac- 
tion  I  hare  eiveD  to  them  by  my  letter  of  the  Utb 


Fmctidor. 


It  re|;rec  that  you  hare  trailed 


S  Mr.  Marray'i  honor  a  copy  of  my  letter. 
■wu  intended  fat  you  only,  and  coDtatns  nothing 
hit  what  is  coaforraable  to  the  inteotions  of  Qot- 
emment  I  am  tborougblj  convinced  that,  should 
explanations  take  place  with  confidence  between 
tiie  two  Cabinet!,  irritation  would  cease — a  crowd 
of  misunderstand  jogs  would  disappear — and  the 
ties  of  friendship  would  be  the  more  strongly  uni- 
'  '  s  each  party  wonld  discOTei  the  hand  which 
' '~  disunite  them. 

Till  not  conceal  from  you  that  your  letters 
of  the  2d  and  3d  Vendemiaire,  just  received,  sur- 
[vise  me  much.  What  Mr.  Murray  is  still  dubi- 
ous of  has  been  very  explicitly  declared,  even  be- 
fore the  President's  Message  to  Confess,  of  the  3d 
Uessidor  (21st  of  June)  last,  was  known  id  France. 
I  had  written  it  to  Mr.  Qerry,  namely,  on  the  24th 
Messidor  and  4lh  Thermidor ;  I  dia  repeat  it  to 
him  before  he  set  out ;  a  whole  paragraph  of  my 
letter  to  you,  of  the  11th  Fructidor,  of  which  Mr. 
Murray  has  acopy.  is  devoted  to  develope  still  more 
the  fixed  determi nation  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment. According  to  these  bases,  you  were  right 
to  assert  that,  whatever  Plenipotentiary  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  at«tes  might  send  to  France, 
to  put  an  end  to  the  existing  differences  between 
die  two  countries,  would  be  undoubtedly  received 
with  the  respect  due  to  the  representative  of  a 
free,  independent,  and  powerful  nation. 

1  cannot  persuade  myself,  citizen,  that  the  Atner- 
icao  Government  need  any  further  declarations 
from  UB  to  induce  tbem,  in  order  to  renew  the 
iwgotiations,  to  adopt  snch  measures  as  would  be 
snggeiled  to  them  by  their  desire  to  bring  the  dif- 
ference* to  a  peaceable  end.  If  miiinnders landings 
oa  both  sides  have  prevented  former  explana- 
tions from  reaching  that  end,  it  is  presumable  that 
those  misundersiandinga  being  done  away,  noth- 
ing henceforth  will  bring  obatacles  to  the  recip- 
rocal dispositions.  The  President's  inaiructions 
to  his  Envoys  at  Paris,  which  I  have  only  known 
by  the  copy  given  you  by  Mr.  Murray, and  received 


by  me  the  21st  Messidor,  (9th  of  July,)  annocnce, 
if  they  contain  the  whole  of  the  Ameriean  Qot- 
emment's  intentions,  dispositions  which  eauld 
only  have  added  to  those  which  the  Directory  has 
always  entertained;  and,  notwilhstanding  the  pos- 
terior acts  of  that  Government,  notwithstaiidiDg 
the  irritatins  and  almost  hostile  measures  they 
have  afcpied,  the  Direiitory  has  manifested  its  per- 
severance in  the  sentiments  which  are  deposited 
both  in  my  correspondence  with  Mr.  Gerry,  aod  ia 
my  letter  to  yon  of  the  11th  Fructidor,  and  which 
1  have  herein  before  repeated  in  the  most  exiJicit 
manner.  Carry,  therefore^  citizen,  to  Mr.  Murray 
those  pmitive  expressions,  in  order  to  convince  bin 
of  our  sincerity,  and  prevail  nponbim  to  tiaosnut 
them  to  his  Government. 

I  presume,  citizen,  that  this  letter  will  find  yoD 
at  the  Hasue ;  if  not,  I  asb  it  may  be  sent  back 
to  you  at  Paris. 

Balute  and  fraternity. 

C.  M.  TALLEYRAND. 


[Communicalad  to  the  Senate,  Pebraaij  U,  17M.] 
Gentietaeti  of  ike  Senate  ■■ 

The  proposition  of  a  fresh  negotiation  with 
France,  in  consequence  of  advances  made  by  the 
French  Government,  has  excited  so  genemi  an  at- 
tention, and  so  much  conversation,  as  to  have  given 
occaaion  to  many  m an ifesta lions  of  the  public  opin- 
ion, from  which  it  appears  to  me  that  a  new  mod- 
ification ol  the  embassy  will  give  more  graeral 
satistaction  to  the  Legislature  and  to  the  nation, 
and  perhaps  better  answer  the  purposes  we  have 

It  is  opon  this  supposition,  and  with  this  expect- 
Biion,  that  I  now  nominate  Oliver  Ellsworth.  Esq., 
ChiefjQstiee  of  the  United  Slates;  Patrick  Henry, 
Esq.,  late  Governor  of  Virginia;  and  William  Vani 
Murrmy,  Esq.,  onr  Minister  resident  at  the  Hague ; 
to  be  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Ministers  Pleni- 
potentiary to  the  French  Republic,  with  foil  pow- 
ers to  discuss  and  settle,  by  a  treaty,  all  coDtrave^ 
sies  between  the  United  States  and  France. 

It  ia  not  intended  that  the  two  former  of  these 
gentlemen  shall  embark  for  Europe  until  tbey 
shall  have  received  from  the  Executive  Directory 
assurances,  signified  by  their  Secretary  of  Foreign 
Relations,  that  they  shall  be  received  in  character; 
that  they  shall  enioy  all  ihe  prerogatives  attached 
to  that  character  by  the  law  of  nations ;  and  thai 
a  Minister  or  Ministers  of  eqoal  powers  shall  be 
appointed  and  commissioned  to  treat  with  them. 
JOHN  ADAHS. 

UniTED  States,  f^sbnary  25.  1799. 
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ReceipU  and  Expenditures  t^  the  United  Statea. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

CDmmencin^  on  the  jir»t  day  of  April,  1796,  and  ending  on  the  tkirty^nt  of  March,  1797. 

[Pnbli^ed  bj  order  of  tbt  Hoiu«  of  ReprcMOtativeB.] 

Tbeaburt  Depabtheht,  June  14, 1797. 
Sib  :  I  am  Retired  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Me&os  to  repl^  to  the  following  qaestions : 

1.  Whether  there  will  be  sny,  and  'what,  probable  surplus  or  deflcieacy  of  revenue  during  the  pre- 
sent fear,  and  generally  what  is  likely  to  be  the  state  of  the  revenne  the  current  year  t 

2.  What  prospect  there  ia  of  obtaining  a  loan  la  defray  the  extra  expenses  of  the  present  session; 
to  what  amount,  and  on  what  terms  of  interest  and  leioiburB^ment ;  whether  the  said  loan  can  be 
obtained  by  pledging  the  faith  of  the  United  States  to  reimburse  the  said  loan  within  a  giren  period, 
without  pledging;  specific  funds  } 

3.  How  mueh  rernains  dne  to  the  bank  at  present,  and  how  manv  shares  remain  unsold? 

As  relates  to  the  first  point  of  inquiry,  I  transmit  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
United  States  for  one  year  ptior  to  the  first  day  of  April  last,  with  a  statement  of  the  appropriations 
remtining  unsatis&ed  at  the  close  of  the  said  period.  Prom  these  documenis  the  committee  will  see 
that  the  rerenue  has  been  progressively  increasing.  It  has  been  often  observed,  and  is  now  repeated, 
that  no  certain  judgment  can  be  formed  of  the  permanent  amount  of  the  revenue  from  imports  and 
tonnage.  The  nigh  prices  of  produce  and  labor  in  the  United  BtateB,  and  the  insecurity  of  property 
m  most  foreign  countries  have  certainly  contributed  to  render  the  revenue  from  commerce  much  more 
productive  than  it  would  otherwise  hare  been.  How  long  and  to  what  degree  similar  causes  will 
operate  is  uncertain.  In  some  of  the  principal  ports  the  quantity  and  value  of  imports  are  nodeTstood 
to  have  diminished  this  season. 

The  statement  of  unsatisfied  appropriations  does  not  exhibit  all  the  charges  which  will  be  incurred 
ibr  the  objects  therein  designated.  The  grants  for  completing  the  fri^tes  and  for  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment are  inadequate.  A  considerable  amount  ol  stock  was  remitted  to  Europe,  as  a  fund  for  d«- 
fiaying  the  Barbaiy  expenses,  and  for  discharging  an  instalment  of  the  Dutch  debt,  which  remains 
luisoJd,  and  which  it  is  very  desirable  to  redeem.  The  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse  will  increase. 
On  a  general  view  of  the  subject,  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  new  revenues  ought  to  be  eetablidied 
for  every  new  expense  which  may  be  incurred. 

No  provision  has  been  made  for  discharging  the  sums  which  may  be  awarded  pursuant  to  the  sixth 
anicle  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain.  It  is  conceived  that  measures  ought  to  be  immediately  adopted 
for  preventing  any  increase  of  permanent  debt  for  this  object. 

On  the  second  point,  my  opinion  is  that  no  attempt  ought  to  be  made  to  raise  money  without  pledg- 
ing sufficient  funds,  both  for  the  payment  of  interest  and  reimbursement  of  principal.  With  a  pledfe 
of  Meqnate  funds,  the  public  credit  may  be  employed  with  advantage,  and  to  a  considerable  extent. 
It  is  coDceived  that  the  public  interest  would  not  oe  promoted  by  specifying  any  other  condition  in 
the  law  than  that  any  loan  which  maybe  authorized  shall  be  refunded  in  at  lesst  live  years,  or  soonet, 
at  the  option  of  the  Government. 

To  the  third  question,  I  reply  that  the  loan  had  of  the  Bank  of  New  York  has  been  discharsed, 
and  that,  after  the  proceeds  of  certain  shares  of  hank  stock  lately  sold  on  credit  shall  have  been  appued, 
the  sum  due  and  to  become  due  to  the  Bank  of  ihe'Uoited  States  will  be  reduced  to  about  four  mil- 
lions seven  hundred  and  Sfty  thousand  dollars.  The  number  of  bank  shares  remaining  unsold  is  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT,  Secretary  of  the  Treasurj/. 

Hon.  WiLLUH  SifiTB,  Esq.,  CAatrfflon 

of  the  Commitiee  of  Waya  and  Ukaw. 


DR. 

For  amount  of  expenditures  during  the  said  period,  under  the  following  heads,  viz: 

Civil  Department $i-79,il9  Tt 

Annuities  and  grants        ..........    3,005  54 

Mint  cstabtbhment 21,038  81 

Military  Department 1,380,669  37 

Naval  Department 296,073  26 

Fortifieauoa  of  ports  and  harbors  .......         15,74597 

Military  pensions 98,912  94 

Diplomatic  department     ......-.-        87,616  86 

Snpport  and  erection  of  light-house*        .......        59,43904 

Contingent  charges  of  Government         .--....  6^339  03 
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8663  APPENDIX S564 

Receipt*  and  Espendituru  of  the  United  StaUt. 

Inierest  on  Ihe  domestic  debt,  aod  reiiabuiiement  of  the  six  per  cent.  Block,  bearing  a 
preseot  interest  ....---  J2,998,019  15 

Reimbursement  of  ibe  six  per  cept.  stock,  oat  of  moneys  Brining  from 
debts  due  the  United  States,  nnder  the  late  Goremraent       -  -  10,274  38 

3,008,293  53 

Interest  on  domestic  loan*  ........       333,629  50 

Daich  debt  15U,988  63 

Debt  due  to  foreign  ofbcers  ...-.---         11,232  31 

Spanish  Treaty  5,030  00 

British  Treaty  10,8*5  5* 

Treaties  with  the  Medilerraneui  Powen  ..-.-.       134,870  00 

Treaty  with  the  Indians 9,600  OO 

Trading-booses  with  the  Indians 910,000  00 

Trade  with  the  Indians 21,000  00 

31,000  00 

Protection  of  American  seamen    --------  6,000  00 

Demands  for  unclaimed  meichasdite      -------  JSO  78 

Miscellaneous  claims        -----            -.--  69,?T0  32 

Treaty  with  Algiers 34.l>00  00 

Temporary  Domeitic  Loam. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  payment  of  tbe  following  loans,  viz : 

August  18  and  December  31,  1706.  In  full  payment  of  the  loan  of  $524,500,  made 
under  the  act  "  for  raising  a  further  sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent  per 
annum,  dated  May  2,  1792         ...,.:     ^300,000  00 

On  account  of  a  loan  of  $2,000,000,  made  in  pursuance  of  "  An  act  for 
incorporating  the  subscribers  to  said  bank,"  and  paid  agreeably  to  an 
act  of  May,  31.  1796,  entitled  "  An  act  making  proTiaion  for  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  debts  of  the  United  Slates"   -  -  -  -  -       400,000  00 

On  account  of  a  loan  of  9800,000,  made  in  pursuance  of  "  An  act  for  tbe 
reimbursement  of  a  loan  authorized  by  an  act  passed  tbe  2U[  Febru- 
ary, 1795" 200,000  00 

On  accoant  of  a  loan  of  }2,DOO,000,  made  in  pursuance  of  "  An  act  au- 
thorizing the  loan  of  $2,000,000,"  passed  the  18lh  December,  1794      -        300,000  00 

Bank  of  New  York,  in  full  of  a  loan  made  of  said  bank,  at  five  per  cent.  • 

per  BSnum,  under  an  act  of  the  20th  May,  1794  -  -  -       200,000  00 


Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  on  the  1st  April,  1797,  was 
From  which  deduct  warrants  remaining  unpaid  on  ihat  day,  which  a 

charged  as  ez|)enditures  in  this  statement        -  -  - 

The  balance  subject  to  warrants  the  1st  April,  1797,  therefore  was 


685,490  74 


By  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  March  31, 1706 
Deduct  warrants  drawn  on  him  before  the  Isl  April,  1796,  which  n 
maiaed  unpaid  that  day  ..... 


Balauce  subject  to  warrants,  1st  April,  1796        .  .  -  - 

For  amount  of  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  duties  oa  merchandise 
and  toivBge,  viz : 

In  i^e  quarter  ending  30th  June,  1766      .  .  -  . 

Do,  do.      30th  September,  1796 

Do.  do.       3lBt  December,  1796 

Do.  do.      31st  March,  1797     - 


From  di 


-  1,823,011  26 
.    1,786,966  30 

-  1,434,176  06 


on  spirits  distilled  in  tbe  United  States,  and  on  stills ;  on 
_>u  f>>  auction;  on  licenses  for  selling  wines  and  spirituous  liquors 
by  retail;  on  carriagesfor  the  conveyance  of  persons;  on  refined  sugar, 
and  on  snuff  and  tnaff-millsj  viz: 


6,884,271  ST 


.dbyGoogle 


3666 


APPENDIX. 


Seexipts  and  Expendituree  of  the  United  Stat 

In  the  quarter  endiog  30tb  Jane,  1796       .... 
Do.  do.      30lh  September,  1796 

Do.  do.      31st  December,  1796  ... 

Do.  do.      31sl  March,  1797     .  -  .  . 

From  the  postage  of  letters — 

In  the  quarter  ending  30th  Jane,  1796       -  .  -  . 

Do.  do.      30th  September.  1796 

Do.  do.       31st  December,  1796  ... 

Do.  do.      3lBt  March,  1797     .... 

From  dividends  on  capital  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States- 
Due  30th  June,  1796  

Due  31»t  December,  1796  -...-- 

From  fees  on  letters  patent — 

In  the  quarter  ending  30th  June,  1796       -  .  .  . 

Do.  do.      30th  September,  1796 

Do.  do.      31sl  December,  1706 

Do.  do.      3lst  March,  1797    -  -  .  - 

Prom  fines,  forfeitures, and  penalties,  in  thequarter  eo die g 31it  March  - 
From  sales  of  public  land»— 

In  the  qaarteT  ending  31st  December,  1796  -  -  - 

Do.  do.      31st  March,  1797     -  -  - 

From  cents  and  half  cents  coined  at  the  Mint — 

In  the  quarter  ending  30th  Juoe,  1796       .... 
Do.  do.      30th  September,  1796 

Do.  do.       31st  December,  1796  ... 

Do.  do.      31st  March,  1797     .... 

From  fnnds  arising  from  6  per  cent  stock,  loaned  and  purchased  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States— 

la  the  quarter  coding  30th  June,  1796       .... 
Do.  do.      Slat  December,  1796 

From  the  sale  of  3,160  shares  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  in  pur- 
suance of  "An  act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  certain  debts 
of  the  United  Suies"    --...-. 

From  B  loan  made  uoder  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of 
certain  debts  of  the  United  Slates"       ..... 

From  tbe  sale  of  the  revenue  cutter  Virginia      .... 

From  the  payment  of  balances  which  originated  nnder  the  late  QoTern- 
menl,  in  the  quartet  ending  30ih  June,  1796,  from  Rufus  King,  on  ac> 
count  of  balance  due  by  the  late  John  Alsop,and  others  2,871  16 

Ed.  Carrrington,  late  Deputy  ^arlermaster  General,  for 
public  property  sold        .....  629  34 

Id  the  quarter  ending  30th  September,  from  the  trustees  ' 
in  behalf  of  Thomas  Huggins,  deceased,  late  Commis- 
sary of  Purchases  in  the  State  of  Maryland      -  -  1,178  35 

In  tbe  quarter  ending  31si  March,  1797,  from  D.  Jenifer, 
for  clothing  delivered  him  at  Yorktoivn.  Virginia         -  66  67 

Edward  Carringtoo,  late  Quanermasier  General  for  prop- 
erly sold  1,287  36 

For  repayments  in  tbe  quarter  ending  30th  June,  1796,  from  Samuel  A. 
Otis,  balance  of  moneys  advanced  nim  far  paying  the  compensations 
dae  the  Senators  of  the  United  States 

In  tbe  quarter  ending  30lh  September,  1796,  from  John  Jay,  late  Envoy 
to  tbe  Court  of  Great  Britain,  balance  due  by  him       ... 

Id  tbe  quarter  ending  Slst  March,  1797,  from  J.  Neofville,  CommtS'- 
sioner  of  Loans,  South  Carolina,  balance  due  by  bim  as  agent  for 
paying  invalids  -....-.. 


97,161  95 
126,789  43 
132,949  47 
142,108  58 

$497,939  43 

12,149  57 
28,000  00 

14,000  00 
12,000  00 

66,14S?7 

80,000  00 
46,440  00 

125  440  00 

330  00 
480  00 
210  00 
330  00 

1,350  00 
220  00 

4,836  13 
34,100  00 

38,936  13 

2,923  70 

300  00 

3,790  70 

4,165  10 

11,179  50 

26.750  00 
16;060  00 

42,800  00 

1,080,000  00 

320,000  00 
738  00 

4,088  6S 
496  09 
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From  Jooaihau  Dayton,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepreseDtativei. 
bataoce  of  mooeye  advanced  for  the  compensation  of  the  members  of 
said  House *S,611  ' 


Trsascrv  Defabtheht,  Regitler'a  Office,  June  13, 1797. 


9.405,098  W 
JOSEPH  N0UR8E,  RegitUr. 


A  Statement  of  the  balances  remaining  tniespended  of  the  /(Mneing  appropriationa,  on  the  31»(  q/" 
March,  n^,  viz: 

Appropriatioa  for  the  Military  Department          -           •           -                       -      .     -  S996;223  11 

Do.          for  the  Naval  Deparlment               ......  146,629  42 

Do.         for  the  Civil  Deparlment 524.246  47 

Do.         for  paf  ing  annuities  and  grants      ..-.-■  3,881  54 

Do.          for  the  light-house  estabtiEbment   ------  46,64763 

Do.         for  dischargiog  miscellaneous  claims         -----  41,066  45 

Do.         for  defraying  the  eipense  of  foreign  intercourse  -           -           -           -  76,745  90 

Do.         for  defraying  any  eipenses  which  may  arise  in  carrying  into  eflecl  the 

Treaty  with  the  Sing  of  Great  Britain             .           ,           -           -  70,252  46 

Do.                      do.             DeyaodRegency  of  Algiers  -           -           -           -  96,246  63 

Do.                      do.             King  of  Spain 13,653  00 

Do.                      do.             Certain  Indian  tribes  .            .           -           -           -  1^600  00 

Do.                      do,             Mediterranean  Powers            -           -           .           -  451,500  40 

Do.         for  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States             -           -  23,415  58 

Do.  for  defraying  ibe  contingent  expenses  of  Government  -  -  -  15.662  18 
Do.         for  defraying  ihe  expenses  of  prosecuting  the  claims  of  certain  citizens 

for  properly  captured  by  the  belligerent  Powers             -                          -  50,000  00 

Do.         for  esiabhshing  trading  houses  with  Indian  tribes            -           -           -  156,000  00 

Do.         for  unclaimed  merchandise 1,172  65 

Do.          for  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen              -            .            -  24,000  00 

Do.         for  payinjF  pensions  due  to  invalids  of  the  United  Slates             -           -  120.233  20 

Do.         for  the  Nfint  establishment 23,595  96 

Do.        for  discharging  the  debts  due  to  foreign  officers    -           -           -  '        -  98,611  77 

Amounting  in  the  whole  to    -           -           -           -  3,001,288  37 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 
Thbabdry  Defahthbht,  Ane  13, 1797.  Secretary  of  the  7>vaMiry. 


SINKING  FUND. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  re- 
ports to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund : 
That  no  purchases  of  the  Debt  of  the  United 
States  have  been  made  since  the  date  of  the  last 
leport  to  Congress,  on  the  sixteenth  dav  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  seven  hundred  ana  nineiy- 
■ix  ;  and  that  the  sums  heretofore  purchased 
unount  to  two  millions  three  hundred  and  seven 
thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and 
MTenty-one  cents,  for  which  there  have  been  paid, 
in  specie,  the  sum  of  one  millioii  six  hundrea  and 
eighteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirtv-sii 
dollars  and  four  cents,  as  will  more  particularly 
appear  from  the  document  hereto  annexed,  mark- 
That,  exclusive  of  certain  reimbursements  to 
die  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  were  re- 


ported to  Congress  OD  the  35th  of  January,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  the  fol- 
lowing sums  have  been  applied  towards  the  dis- 
cbarge of  the  Principal  Debt  of  the  United  States^ 
during  the  present  year: 

Isl.  To  tne  second  instalment  of  the  six  pec 
cent,  slock,  bearing  a  present  inieresl,  which,  pur- 
suant to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  making  further 
provision  for  the  support  of  Public  Credit,  and  foi 
the  redemption  of  the  Public  Debt,"  passed  on  the 
third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  huodred 
and  ninety-five,  and  the  act  in  addition  thereto, 
passed  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  seren  hundred  and  ninety-six,  became 
payable  on  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thouaad 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  Ine  sum  of— 

$641,674  76 
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Sinking  F^atd — ColUction  of  Dutu*  on  IttuporU  and  Tonnage. 


parsuaotto  tbe  act,  entitled  "An 
■ct  nuking  prorisioa  for  (he  pay- 
meat  of  coriaiD  debts  of  the  Unit- 
ed Sutes,"  passed  on  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  Hay,  one  thouaand 
tereo  bandied  and  ninety-six  -  9320,000  00 
3d.  To  ibe  payment  of  part  of  a  loan 
obtained  of  the  Bank  of  iheUnit- 
ed  Stales,  parsuant  to  an  act,  en- 
titled "  An  act  makins  further  ap- 
Kopriations  fur  the  Military  and 
aTil  SsUblishinents,andfartfae 
support  of  GoTernineDt,"  passed 
OQ  the  third  day  of  Marco,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
ly^TC  -         -         -         -        -      860,000  00 


States,  pursuant  tc 

""An  act  authorizine  a  loan  of  two 

millions  of  dollars,"  passed  ontlte 

eighteenth  day  of  December,  one 

thousand  stTen  hundred  and  nine- 

ly-four 300,000  00 

Sth.  To  the  payment  of  premiums 

which  fell  due  in  the  present  ymr, 

onihe  loan  of  twomillionsofguild- 
ers,  obtained  in  Holland  on  the 

ninth  day  of  March,  one  thousand 

xiea  hundred  and  eighty -four,  be- 
ing two  hondred  thousand  goild- 

ers.  estimated  at  forty  cents  per 

guilder 80,000  00 

Sth.  To  the  payment  of  the  inatal- 

meot  of  one  million  of  guilders  in 

Holland,  which  fell  due  the  present 

year,  pursuant  to  a  contract,  dated 

June  the  eleventh,  one  thousand 

seveo  hundred  and  eighty-two.  es- 
timated at  forty  cents  per  guilder     400,000  00 


Amounting,  in  the  whole,  to    -  3,001,674  76 

The  Secretary  has  not  yet  receired  official  in- 
fotnution  that  the  instalnient  last  mentioned  has 
Iwen  actually  discharged,  but  be  considers  the 
&ei  as  certain,  as  it  is  known  that  sufficient  re- 
mittances had  reached  Amsterdam,  and  that 
the  Commissioners  had  engaged  that  the  reim- 
bursemeDt  should  be  effected  on  the  first  day  of 
September  last. 

The  payments  before  enumerated  bare  been 
nude  out  of  the  following  funds: 

IsL  The  proceeds  of  six  hundred  and  twenty 
loarea  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Uniled  States,  belonging  to  the  United  atatei, 
which  have  been  Bold,  in  pursuance  to  the  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  pay- 
meal  of  certain  debts  of  the  United  States,"  the 
pDceeds  of  which  hare  been  placed  in  the  Trea- 
inry,  ai  appears  from  the  proceedings  of  the  ac- 
^ouniin^  officers,  herewith  transmitted,  marked 
B,  showing  the  dates  and  particulars  of  the  said 
»1« $304,290  00 


I.  The  proceeds  of  eighty  thousand 
dollars  of  the  six  per  cent,  stock, 
authorized  to  be  constituted  by  the 
act  before  mentioned,  which  have 
been  sold  and  placed  in  the  Trea- 
•uryj  as  will  appear  by  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  accountinK  officers 
of  the  Treasury,  herewith  trans- 
mitted, marked  C,  showing  the 
dates  and  partieulus  of  the  said 
sales (70,000  00 

3d.  The  interest  faaA,  or  the  sums 
which  accrued  upon  the  stock  pur- 
chased and  veitedin  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  in 
trust  for  the  United  States,  as  par- 
ticolatly  stated  in  the  doeumeDts 
hereto  annexed,  marked  D  -        •       89,159  97 

4ib.  The  fund  arising  from  the  pay- 
ment of  debts,  which  originated 
prior  to  the  present  Constitution 
of  the  Uoitea  States,  also  particu- 
larly slated  in  the  document  mark- 
ed D   10,874  38 

5th.  The  funds  arising  from  estab- 


the  United  States,  being  for  the 
period,  and  in  reference  to  the  ob- 
jects, contained  in  this  report      -  1,597,960  81 

Makitig,  in  the  whole,  a.  simi  equal 
to  the  reimbursements  before  men- 
tioned   3,001,674  76 

The  growing  produce  of  the  iniereM  funds,  the 
receipts  for  sales  of  lands  in  the  Northwestern 
Territory,  together  with  the  smni  received  and 
expected  from  established  revenues,  are  estimated 
by  the  Secretary  as  sufficient  for  the  reimbnrsa- 
ment  of  two  instalments  of  loans  heretofore  ob- 
uioed  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which 
will  fall  due  at  the  close  of  the  present  year, 
amoimting  to  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and 
to  ihe  reimbursement  of  the  third  instalment  of 
the  six  per  cent,  stock,  bearing  a  present  int^est ; 
a  statement  of  the  amount  and  applicBtion  of  the 
said  funds  will  be  exhibited  to  the  Board  with  the 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted,  fay 
OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 
Secretary  if  Ibe  Treaiwy. 
Tbemdbt  Department,  Nov.  30,  1797. 


rCMnnutucalad  to  tfas  House  of  Representatives,  Jan- 
Dsi;  SG,  17SS.] 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  re- 
ports to  the  House  of  Representatives : 

That,  in  obedience  to  their  resolution,  passed  on 
the  Sd  day  of  February,  1797,  he  has  prepared  the 
system,  herewith  transiniiied,  for  enabling  the 


.dbyGoogle 


3671 


APPENDIX. 


3572 


CV)U«c*ion  cf  Dtdiea  on  Imporit  and  Tomtagt. 


Honse  more  readily  to  comprise,  io  one  set,  tbe 
Tarious  laws  now  in  torce  for  reguUting  the  cot- 
lection  of  duties  oa  goods,  wares,  and  mercluD- 
dise,  imported  into  tbe  United  States ;  iocludiDg, 
alto,  a  plao  for  the  establishmeDt  of  new  districts 
on  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  and  on  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  United  States,  as  re- 
qaired  by  the  resoluiion  pf  tbe  23d  of  May,  1796. 
The  proposed  system  includes  or  relalea  to  the 
whole  or  some  part  of  the  following  acts  of  Con- 

An  act  to  provide  more  «ffeciually  for  the  col- 
lection of  dutiet  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares, 
and  mercbandise,  imported  into  the  United  Statri, 
utd  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels,  passed  on 
die  4th  day  of  August,  1790. 

Ad  act  making  further  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  of  tbe  United  States,  passed  on 
the  tOth  of  AugnsL  1790. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  unlading  of  ship*  or 
vessels,  in  case  of  obstruction  by  ice,  paned  on  the 
7th  of  January,  1791. 

An  act  siviiu;  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
Stales  within  the  State  of  Vermont,  Mised  on  the 
2d  day  of  March,  1791. 

An  act  repealing,  after  the  last  day  of  June 
next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon  distilled 
spirits,  imported  from  abroad,  and  laying  others 
in  their  stead ;  and,  also,  upon  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  for  appropriating 
the  same,  passed  on  the  3d  March,  1791. 

An  act  relative  to  the  riz  dollar  of  Denmark, 
passed  on  tbe  3d  of  March,  1791. 

An  act  making  further  provision  for  the  collec- 
tion of  tbe  duties  bv  law  imposed  on  teas,  and  to 
prolong  tbe  term  lor  tbe  payment  of  duties  on 
wines,  passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1791. 

An  act  concerning  certain  fisheries  of  tbe  Unit- 
ed Stateik  and  for  the  regulation  and  government 
of  the  fishermen  employed  therein,  passed  on  the 
16th  of  FebmarY,  1792. 

An  act  for  raising  a  further  samof  money  for  the 
protection  of  the  frontier^  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned^  passed  on  the  2d  of  May,  1792. 

An  act  concerning  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  Stales,  passed  on  the  Sih  day 
of  May,  1792. 

An  act  r^ulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other 
purposes,  pa^ed  on  the  9th  of  February,  1793. 

An  act  for  repealioK  the  several  impost  laws  of 
the  United  States,  so  far  as  they  may  be  deemed 
to  impose  a  duty  on  useful  beasts  imported  for 
breed,  passed  on  the  27ih  of  February,  1793. 

An  act  supplementary  to  tbe  act,  entitled  an 
act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  collection 
of  tbe  duties  imposed  by  law.  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  and 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,  passed  on  tbe 
2d  of  March,  1793. 

An  act  for  extending  the  benefit  of  drawback 
and  terms  of  credit  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other 
ptirposes,  passed  on  the  4th  day  of  June,  1794. 

An  act  making  further  provision  for  securing  and 
collecting  the  duties  on  foreign  and  domestic  dis- 
tilled spirits^  stills,  wines,  and  teas^  passed  on  the 
&thday  of  June,  1794. 


An  act  laying  certain  duties  upon  snuff  and  re- 
fined sugar,  pa^ed  on  the  Slh  day  of  June,  1794. 

An  net  laying  additional  duties  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  tbe  United  StatE^ 
passed  on  tbe  7th  day  of  June,  1794. 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acta  im- 
posing duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
mipotted  into  the  United  Slate*,  passed  on  the 
29t)i  of  January,  1795. 

An  act  makine  further  provision  in  cases  of 
drawbacks,  passed  on  the  29th  of  Jannary,  1795. 

An  act  relative  to  the  compensations  of  certain 
officers  employed  io  tbe  collection  of  the  duties  of 
impost  and  tonnage,  passed  on  the  14th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 179S. 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  acL  entitled  an 
act  to  provide  mtne  effectually  for  the  eolleciioit 
of  the  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  tbe  United  States,  and  on  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  or  vessels,  passed  on  the  26th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1795. 

An  aci  making  further  provision  relative  to 
the  revenue  cutters,  passed  on  the  6th  of  May, 
1796. 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  aet,  entitled  an  act 
supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  an  act  to  pro- 
vide more  effectually  for  the  collection  of  the  do- 
ties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
into  the  United  Slat^  and  on  tbe  tonnage  of  ship* 
or  vessels,  passed  on  the  27th  of  May,  1796. 

An  act  relative  tu  the  compensalioos  and  duties 
of  certain  officers  employed  in  the  collection  erf' 
impost  and  tonnage,  passed  on  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1797. 

An  act  for  raising  a  further  sum  of  money  by 
additional  duties  on  certain  articles  imporled, 
and  for  other  purposes,  passed  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1797.  I 

An  act  laying  additional  duty  on  salt  import- 
ed into  tbe  United  States,  and  for  other  purpose:^    j 
passed  on  the  8tb  day  of  July,  1797.  I 

The  Secretary  observes,  that,  to  obviate  incon- 
veniences which  have  been  experienced,  he  has 
taken  the  liberty  to  introduce  the  forms  of  oaths, 
and  of  certain  official  documents  necessary  to  be 
known  or  observed  by  merchants,  consigneea,  and 
masters  of  vessels,  and  which  it  appears  to  be  ex- 
pedient to  establbh  by  law.  Certain  other  amend- 
ments or  additions  to  the  laws  now  in  forc^  which 
have  appeared  to  be  advisable,  are  written  in  the 
italic  character,  for  the  purpose  of  being  more 
readily  distinguished  and  particularly  considered 
by  the  Mouse. 

That  pan  of  tbe  resolution  of  February  2d,  1797, 
which  reqoires  the  Secretary  to  report  a  tariff  of 
duties,  is  in  the  course  of  execution,  and  will  be 
transmitted  as  soon  as  imssible. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 
OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 
Secretary  of  lAe  TYeatmy. 

TsEABUBT  Dbpabtment,  Joh.  24, 1798. 

[Note.  Tbe  plan  herein  proposed  is  omitted 
in  this  eompilattOD ;  being  the  same  as  the  act  of 
the  2d  March,  1799,  which  was  bued  upon  this 
report.] 
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DUTIES  ON  SPIRITa. 


Tbt  Committee  of  Wmyi  uid  Mean*,  who  nere  in- 
rtrndal  to  inqoira  and  report,  bj  bill  or  otheraiM, 
■hetlur  &nj,  tad,  if  iny,  what  altenliona  an  nMaa- 
ttij,  in  the  aeTeral  acta  impoaing  datiea  on  apiriti 
diftilled  withia  the  United  Statea,  w  fitr  aa  the  aaid 
■cti  ragaid  the  enttj  of  itilla,  hsiriDg  carefoUy  cod- 
adored  the  anbject,  anbmit  to  tbe  Home  the  ibilaw- 
ing  report : 

The  first  provisioD  respectiog  the  entties  of  this 
kind,  u  contaioed  in  the  25[h  section  of  the  act  of 
March  3. 1791,  for  laying  duties  on  npirits  distilled 
wiihia  toe  UDited  Stales ;  but  that  provision  weat 
no  farther  than  to  require  "  that  every  diEtitler, 
irithin  three  daya  before  beginning  to  distill,  ihouid 
make  a  particular  entry,  in  writing, at  the  neaiest 
office  of  inspection,  if  within  ten  miles,  of  every 
house,  building,  or  place,  and  of  each  vaalt,  cellar, 
and  apatimenc,  within  the  same,  in  which  iishould 
be  intended  to  carrf  on  the  buainess  of  distilling, 
or  (0  keep  any  spirits  distilled  ;"  and  this  entry 
was  to  be  made  on  the  first  day  of  July,  iu  that 
int.  or  three  days  alter,  by  persons  who  might 
be  distillers  at  that  period. 

The  business  remained  in  this  situation  no  long- 
er than  till  the  8th  of  May,  1792,  when  an  act  was 
passed,  entitled  "  An  act  conctrning  the  duties  on 
tpiriis  distilled  within  the  United  Slates,"  the 
MCDnd  section  of  which  provides  that  there  shall 
be  an  office  of  inspection  inevery  county,  at  which 
every  person  keeping  a  still  shall  make  an  annual 
entry  of  it,  in  tbe  month  of  June,  and  every  per- 
WD  bringing  a.  stilt  iato  tbe  county,  shall  enter  it 
vithia  thirty  days.  This  entry,  besides  describ- 
iog  each  still,  and  its  capacity,  is  to  specify  the 
place  where,  and  the  person  in  whose  possession 
It  is,  and  the  purpose,  whether  use  or  sale,  for 
which  it  is  intended.  Where  a  still  is  removed, 
the  entry  is  also  to  specify  the  place  from  whence 
it  is  brought. 

On  this  footing  the  matter  now  stands.  These 
RDDOal  entries  are  said  to  be  complained  of  by  the 
owners  of  stills,  as  very  inconvenient ;  more  es- 
pecially in  places  where  a  considerable  number  of 
imall  stills  are  kept  by  the  owners  of  orchards, 
netelyfor  the  pa  rpose  of  distilling  their  own  fruit, 
which  frequently  fails,  so  tbat  the  stills  ol\en  re- 
main unemployed  for  two  or  three  years  success- 
irely,  and  sometimes  longer. 

It  has  been  ascertained,  to  the  salisfactic 
the  committee,  that  inconveniences  of  this  kind 
ate  fell  and  complained  of  in  many  parts  of  the 
coaatry;  and  to  remove  them  is  understood  ' 
have  been  the  object  of  moving  the  resoluti 
which  Kives  rise  to  this  report.  The  commit 
were  of  opinion  that,  if  tbey  could  be  removed 
without  endangering  the  revenue,  il  was  desirable 


:odoic 


V  to  obtain  i 


i  perfect  informa- 


the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  reipecling  the  ob- 
ject of  the  provisions  contained  in  ihe  act  of  May 


the  6th,  1792,  and  the  danger  to  the  revenue  that 
light  be  apprehended  from  such  alterations  as 
ould  obviate  the  inconveniences  now  said  to  ex- 
ist. The  result  of  the  conference  was  a  decided 
opinion,  on  the  pan  of  the  Secretary,  that  no  al- 
tera tiouought  tone  made  in  the  preseniregulatiooa. 
The  annual  entry  be  eoMsiders  as  veryimport- 
ant,  and  even  essential,  for  enabting  the  Treasury 
Department  to  keep  a  proper  check  and  eoataal 
over  the  collectoTs  of  the  revenue,  who,  being 
thus  oblixed  to  furnish  a  re{;nlar  and  full  account 
of  the  stills  in  their  respective  districts,  at  a  time 
when  the  money  arising  from  tbe  dntiea  has  not 

Iet  come  into  their  banns,  and  when,  consequent- 
y,  they  are  under  less  temptation  lo  fraud,  mar 
more  easily  be  detected,  should  they  afterwarJa 
Bllempt  to  practise  iL 

The  committee,  however,  with  doe  deference 
to  so  respectable  an  authorit)[,  are  of  opinion,  that 
all  the  valuable  objects  of  this  regulation  may  be 
attained,  without  theannual  renewal  of  entries.  By 
directing  tbat  every  still,  upon  being  brought  into  a 
county,  shall  be  entered,  and  that  this  entry  shall 
be  renewed  as  often  as  the  still  is  i«moved,  or  its 
situation  altered ;  and  by  reouirine  that  these  dif- 
ferent entries  shall  state  all  such  circumalaneea 
respecting  the  introduction,  siination,  or  removal 
of  tbe  atul,  as  may  be  jndsed  important  to  be 
known,  thev  suppc»e  that  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment may  oe  furnished  with  all  the  information 
tbat  can  be  obtained  by  the  present  mode,  while 
the  inconveniences  of  making  an  anntial  entry 
may  be  avoided.  They,  therefore,  pursuant  to 
the  power  given  them  oy  the  House,  herewith 
report  a  bill,  containing  such  alterations  of  the 
law,  in  this  respect,  as  they  hare  deemed  it  advi- 
sable to  adopt. 


DUTIES  ON  8TAMP8. 


lys  and  Means,  wl 

, ./hsther  any,  and  t 

may  be  necessary  in  the  law,  entitled  "  An  act 
laying  dntiea  on  ilampod  vellum,  parchment,  and 
paper."  hanng  bsatowed  a  further  coniideration  on 
the  subject,  beg  leave  to  present  the  ioUowing  addi- 
tional report ; 

Three  amendmencs  t«  the  act  in  <iuestion  have 
been  deemed  advisable  b^  the  committee ;  the  first, 
relative  to  a  deduciion  in  fcvor  of  persons  who 
may  purchase  stamps  to  a  certain  amount ;  tbe 
second,  respecting  the  price  of  the  paper  directed 
to  be  stamped  and  distributed  by  the  Treasury 
Department ;  and  the  third,  relating  to  debentarea 
and  certificates  for  drawbacks. 

The  first  of  these  araeodmectswas  suggested  by 
(he  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury,  in  his  letter  to  the 
committee,  which  is  annexed  to  their  former  report 
on  this  subject.  He  recommends  that  the  super- 
visors and  inspectors  of  the  revenue  be  author- 
ized to  make  a  deduction  of  ten  pei  cent,  in  &voi 
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amouDt  of  twenlfdoflars  or  upwards;  and  thiapro- 
TlsioD,  he  supposes,  would  produce  ibree'  ^ood 
efiecU:  First,  to  facilitate  the  diitribuiion  of 
atampv,  by  so cou raging  shop-keepers  and  traders,  in 
muDle  parts  of  the  country,  lo  purchase  them  for 
rale;  secondly,  tobrin^  the  revenue  more  speedily 
and  morediTectly  into  the  Treasury,  bv  encoura^ng 
the  purchase  oi  stamps,  in  coDiiderable  quantilips, 
from  the  superTisors  and  inspectors  immediately, 
instead  of  tbeir  being  purchased  one  or  two  at  a 
lime,  as  they  may  be  wanted  for  use,  from  the 
collectors,  or  their  aifents ;  and  thirdly,  to  render 
the  accounts  more  simple,  by  diminishing  the 
number  of  agents  which  the  Treasury  DecnrimeDt 
ma^  find  it  necessary  to  employ,  for  enecting  a 
sufficient  distribution  of  stamps. 

The  committee  are  ofopioion  that  the  prospect 
of  these  beneficial  effects,  from  the  measure  pro- 
[Xised,  is  Buffieieritly  certain  to  warrant  its  adop- 
tion ;  but  they  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  maie 
the  dedactton  so  great  as  the  Secretary  has  recom- 
mended. A  less  sum  than  ten  per  cent,  would, 
in  their  opiniSn  give  sufficient  encouragemeat  to 
the  pQrcnase  of  stamps  for  retail.  Seven  and  one- 
half  per  cent,  is  the  sum  which  they  have  consid- 
ered as  most  proper,  in  every  viewof  the  subject. 

It  has  appeared  to  them,  however,  that  the  al- 
lowance ought  not  to  be  made  to  the  officers  em- 
Eloyed  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  It  will 
e  their  duty  to  distribute  stamps  on  account  of 
the  Government,  and  at  Che  amount  of  ibe  duty 
imposed  by  law.  This  distribution  is  absolutely 
■ecessary,  in  order  to  check  the  retailers,  who 
mighl,  otherwise,  make  a  monopoly  of  the  stamps 
in  remote  parts  of  the  country,  and  compel  the 
people  to  purchase  them  at  a  price  far  above  the 
duty  ;  and  it  would  be  liable  to  great  impediments, 
and  might,  in  many  instances,  be  wholly  defeated, 
if  the  persons  employed  in  it  were  allowed  to  be 
retailers,  at  the  same  time,  on  their  own  account. 

As  to  the  power  of  making  this  deduction,  the 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  ex- 
tend to  the  supervisors  and  inspectors,  and  no 
fiuthet.  To  extend  it  to  collectors,  who  are  very 
snmerous,  and  most,  moreover,  be  employed  in 
distributing  stamps  on  account  of  the  Oovern- 
ment,  would  expose  it  to  eKBt  abuse ;  and  to  coo- 
flne  it  to  the  supervisors  alone,  would  render  It  al- 
most nugatory. 

And  they  are  further  of  opinion,  that  the  deduc- 
tion should  be  extended  to  those  who  bring  paper 
to  be  stamped,  as  well  as  to  those  who  purchase 
paper  already  stamped.  This  will  encourage  per- 
sons, who,  in  the  course  of  their  business,  have 
frequent  oceasion  for  stamps,  to  brin^  blank  forms, 
and  ^  them  stamped  ;  whereby,  in  addition  to 
the  general  advantages  expected  from  the  measure, 
there  will  be  a  saving  to  the  Oovernntent,  of  the 
expense  of  paper,  in  case  the  ideas  of  the  commit- 
tee, on  the  second  head  of  amendments,  should  be 
kdopled. 

As  toibissecond  head,  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  committee  applies  to  the  sixteenth  section 
ottbe  act,  which  provides,  that  the  Treawiry  De- 
partmnit  "  dull  take  care  that  the  several  parts  of 


the  United  States  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  suf- 
ficiently furnished  with  vellum,  parcbmeDt.  and 
jHiper,  stamped  or  marked  as  aforesaid.  lo  that  the 
citizens  thereof  may  have  it  in  their  election  to 
buy  the  same  of  the  officers  or  persons  employed 
in  and  about  the  execution  of  this  act,  at  the  usori 
or  most  common  rates  above  the  said  duty,  or  to 
brine  their  own  veltom,  parchment,  or  paper,  to  be 
marled  or  stamped  as  atforesaid." 

This  expression,  "  the  usual  or  most  comiaoa 
ratesabovethesaid  duty,"  must  apply,  as  the  com- 
mittee conceives,  to  the  price  of  the  material  on 
which  the  stamp  is  placed ;  which  price,  of  conse- 
quence, the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  acctmliDg 
to  the  construction  of  the  act,  as  it  now  staDdi, 
would  be  obliged  to  demand,  in  addiiioD  to  the 
duty,  from  the  individuals  purchasing  stamps. 
Tbia  they  understand  to  be  the  coDSlracIion  put  oa 
it  by  the  Secretary  himself.  They  are,  faoweva. 
of  opiaion,  that  the  apportionment  of  this  price 
will  be  attended  with  much  embarr«ssment  and 
uncertainty ;  and  that,  as  the  price  of  paper,  and 
consequently  the  price  of  stamps,  must  constantly 
fluctuate,  its  exaction  may  have  a  tendency  tg 
render  the  operation  of  the  act  diiafrreeable  and 
inconvenient.  These  disadvantages,  iney  aappose, 
cannot  be  counterbalanced  by  the  mtre  saving 
of  the  price  of  paper.  It  would  be  far  bettef,ia 
their  opinion,  to  consider  this  as  a  charge  against 
the  Oo  veto  men  t,  and  to  distribulethe  stamps  with- 
out any  addition  to  the  rate  of  duty. 

They  do  not,  however,  conceive  that  the  amcad- 
ment  in  question  ought  to  be  extended  lo  Oth^ 
materials  besides  paper.  The  use  of  parchment 
and  vellum,  in  stamps,  will,  probably,  be  very  cir- 
cumscribed ;  and  persons  who  wish  to  use  it,  will, 
for  the  most  part,  be  so  situated,  as  to  adnait  of 
their  bringing  their  own  materials  to  be  stamped, 
without  inconvenience. 

Under  the  third  and  last  head,  the  committee 
heg  leave  to  remark,  that  the  duty  imposed  by  tbe 
act  in  question,  on  debentures  and  certificates  ot 
drawbacK,  appears  to  them  to  be  much  too  high, 
and  to  be  laid  in  such  a  manner  as  to  operate  ve*y 
unequally.  All  debentures  or  certificates  for  sums 
under  five  hundred  dollars,  pay  one  dollar  on  the 
stamp ;  all  above  five  hundred,  and  under  two 
thousand  dollars,  pay  two  dollars;  and  all  above 
two  thousand,  pay  three  dollars.  By  tbe  paper  A, 
annexed  to  this  report,  and  containing  a  list  of  the 
debentures  granted  at  the  custom  house  of  Phila- 
delphia, witTiin  a  very  short  period,  it  appears  that 
far  the  greatest  number  of  debentures  are  for  stum 
under  500  dollars,  and  that  a  very  great  proportioa 
is  for  small  sums  ;  many  being  for  five  dollars,  and 
a  great  number  for  less  than  twenty.  To  exact  a 
duly  of  one  dollar  on  a  drawback  of  five  or  tn 
dollars,  and  to  demand,  at  the  same  time,  onlr 
three  dollars  for  a  person  who  reoeivesa  drawba^ 
of  three,  four,  or  fire  thousand,  appears  to  the  cots- 
mittee  to  be  contrary  to  every  just  principle  tJ 
taxation. 

In  considerine  of  the  best  manner  of  applying  a 
remedy  to  this  defect  in  the  law,  two  plaos  hart 
been  susgesied  :  First,  to  adopt  a  new  scale  of 
sWnpt  for  debentures;  and  secondly,  to  authorise 
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ihe  colleclois  to  reuin  ao  amoaat  pet  ceDlum,  on 
dnwbtcks,  in  lieu  of  stamps. 

To  the  first,  il  is  objected,  that,  to  iocreaie  the 
nomber  of  atainps,  so  as  in  any  considerable  de- 
cree to  equalise  the  duty,  would  ijreaily  inci 
me  expense  and  delay  of  carrying  the  act  ...  . 
eOcct;  while,  after  all  that  could  be  done,  the  ob- 
ject would  be  but  imperfectly  obtained.  For  these 
reasoox,  the  commiitee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
other  inode  ia  to  be  [»efe 

report,  and  the  three  first  of 
which  were  cotniounicaied  to  the  committee  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it  appears  thai  two- 
Mfai  per  centum,  in  addition  to  toe  one  per  ceat- 
nm  Qow  retained  by  law,  wotild  probably  be 
equal,  or  Tery  nearly  so,  to  the  amount  of  duty  to 
be  expected  from  the  stamps  on  debentures  and 
wriificates  of  drawback.  The  lax,  in  this  way, 
would  be  perfectly  equal  in  its  operation,  ana 
would  be  collected  with  the  ulmosl  ease  and  ex- 
aciuess;  in  addition  to  which  advantages,  this 
regulation  would  free  the  merchants  from  ibe 
embarrassment  and  inconrenience  of  procuring 
stamps,  and  the  Goreroment  from  the  expeose  oT 
providing  them. 

In  coDforjnity  with  these  Tiews  of  Ihe  subject 
leferred  to  them,  and  puntiant  to  the  powers  given 
by  the  reicdutioo  which  makes  the  reference,  the 
commiitee  herewith  present  a  bill  cootainitig  the 
amendment*  recommeoded  in  this  report. 

TThe  alatenienls  referred  to  are  omitted.] 


INTERNAL  RBTENtlEa 


TaBABCBT  Department, 

Fdtruary  SI,  1798. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith, 
undry  documents  prepared  by  the  late  Commis- 
ioner  of  the  Revenue,  to  satisfy  the  resolution 
f  ihe  House  of  Representatives,  passed  oo.  (he 
th  of  Jaoaary,  1797,  by  which  the  Secretary  of 
^e  Treasury  is  required  ''  to  lay  before  Cou^ess, 
nthin  ten  dHys  after  the  commeocemeai  oieach 
BsioD,  snch  a  statement  of  the  internal  revenues 
I  will  ascertain,  with  precision,  the  nett  product 
lereof,  and  the  eipeuse  of  collection  \  also,  a  list 
r  all  the  cheers  employed  iif  that  service,  and 
le  compensations  allowed  to  each  of  them." 
These  paper*  were  received  by  me,  within  the 
me  limitea  by  the  resolution  of  the  House,  and 

I  had  been  satisfied  that  the  representations 
erein  contained  were  accurate,  they  would  have 
!eo  immediately  transmitted.  In  eonsequenee, 
>wever,  of  an  iatimatioa  which  I  have  received, 
at  the  motives  which  oceasioned  the  delay  may 
i(  Dthenriae  be  nnderstood,  I  have,  on  reflection, 
ppoaed  il  to  be  my  duty  to  make  the  commu- 
caiion  ai  this  time,  though  in  an  impcrfeet 
rm,  and  to  avail  myself  of  Uie  occasion,  throng 


you,  to  assure  the  House  of  RepreKcntatives  that, 
though  it  has  not  always  been  in  my  power 
punctually  to  execute  their  iasiructioos,  the  omis- 
sion has  never  been  owing  to  any  want  of  exer- 
tion, orperfect  deference  for  their  authority.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedi- 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 
TtM  Honorable  the  Spbakbb 

q^  (Ae  Boom  (^  Beprt»eiUativet. 

TaaASDBY    DEPARTHBltT, 

Rnemte  Office,  Ntnember  30,  1797. 
Sir  :  The  present  session  of  Congress  haviitg 
commeoced  od  the  twenty-aecond  iiutant,  I  have 
availed  myself  of  the  time  which  that  eircnm- 
staiH^  afforded,  to  receive  and  procnre  additioiu 
of  anthentii:  information,  which  could  be  intro- 
duced into  the  following  report,  with  the  necessa- 
ry certainty.  It  is  now  traotmiitad  to  you,  in  a 
form  as  perfect  as  it  has  been  in  my  power  to 
give  to  it.  1  have  the  most  particular  satis&etion 
in  remarking,  that  the  aggregate  of  the  revenues 
under  the  superintendence  of  this  office  consider- 
ably exceeds  the  sum  in  the  report  and  estimate 
of  1796,  and  that  held  out  by  my  commauications 
to  you  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  extraor- 
dinary session  of  the  Legislature.  1  am,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant. 

TENCH  COXE, 
Comimimoner  (f  the  Rtvmue. 


The  Sec  RET  ART  o 


E  TBEAaURY. 


Treabury  Department, 

"  ~ce,  Nanember  29, 1797. 
A  RnMrt  coneeming  the  rsvenuM  siiaing  from  stills 
•no  ^iiils  distiUed  in  the  United  Slatsa )  vies  at 
■action,  mills  and  machinsc;  tot  mauu&cturing 
snn^  domestic  refined  sugar,  carriage*  for  the  ooo- 
vejauce  of  penons,  and  liosnsea  to  retail  wines  and 
foreign  diatiUed  spirits. 

A  circular  instrnetion  was  transmitted  to  the 
supervisors  of  the  revenue,  immediately  on  the 
receipt  of  the  order  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, of  the  sixth  day  of  January  last.  The  at- 
tention of  those  officers,  respectively,  was  direct- 
ed to  the  materials  for  a  statement  extending  to 
[he  several  detaili  of  that  order,  and  they  were 
made  acqnainted  with  the  future  annual  duty  of 
the  like  nature,  which  it  created.  Copies  of  this 
inslmclion  were  also  transmitted  for  all  the  in- 
spector* of  sorveys  in  the  several  districts,  the 
next  class  of  officer*,  as  is  the  practice  in  import- 
ant cases.  On  the  rising  of  the  Legislature,  ■ 
second  notice  was  given  in  another  circular  let- 
ter. The  last  commuDieation  was  uanecessary' 
in  some  of  the  districts,  but  it  was  indispensaUe 
in  a  few,  aad  was  expressed,  for  that  reasmi,  in 
very  aeriou*  terms.  Special  commDnieationB 
were  nbwqtiently  ntade,  and  particularly  in  ime 
insiaoe^  at  the  time  when  the  President  issued 
his  proclamation  of  March  last,  convening  the 
LegialatDre,  ia  an  citnordinary  senioti. 
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,  It  ins  cODceived,  in  this  office,  that,  id  (he  res- 
olution of  the  6th  day  of  JanuarT  last,  the  Hotise 
of  Represeota lives  coDtetnplated  only  thFOrdina- 

Ssessiona  of  Coograsa.  Yet  the  early  date  of 
at  order,  the  ezerlioDS  which  had  been  previous- 
ly made  by  a  ^eat  pert  of  the  revenue  officers, 
and  very  urgent  and  serious  apptications  to  some. 
who  had  been  aupunctual  aDiI  irregular,  bad  pos- 
aessed  the  CommiMioner  of  a  large  proportion  of 
materials  for  a  general  siatemeut,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  eztraordiuBry  t>ession  of  the 
Le^latnre,  an  the  15ih  of  last  May.  Thei>e  ma- 
terials affording  sufficient  ceriaiDly  as  far  as  tfaey 
went,  though  in  one  or  two  inntauces  very  irreg- 
ularly, it  appeared  proper  to  digest  them  into  a  re- 
port, whicn  it  was  eadeavored  to  render  as  com- 
plete, as  circumstances  admitted,  within  ten  days 
of  the  first  meelicff  of  Congress,  that  the  docu- 
ments might  not  be  delaved,if  occasion  should 
require  them,  and  particularly  if  they  should  ap- 
pcM  to  be  expected  within  the  lime  prescribed  by 
the  order  of  the  House.  As  soon  as  it  was  under- 
stood that  the  annual  reports  were  not  expected 
but  at  the  ordinary  sessions,  occasion  was  lakeu 
to  renew  the  applications  for  all  the  deficient  re- 
tnnu,  by  a  third  circular  letter  to  the  supervisors, 
of  the  27ih  of  May,  an  extract  from  which  is  an- 
nexed. The  substance  of  all  the  documents 
prepared  at  the  last  session,  with  additional  matt^ 
riaU  received  since,  is  contained  in  this  report. 
It  is  [voper  to  remark,  thai  much  the  greater  {Mrr 
of  the  amounts  of  revenue  in  the  accompaoying 
statements,  I.  to  VIII.  are  abstracted  from  the  re- 
turns of  the  supervisors,  and  nearly  all  the  re- 
mainder are  founded  upon  the  official  returns  of 
the  inspectors  and  collectors.  The  sources  of  in- 
formation are  equally  certain,  but  the  returns  of 
the  supervisors  alone  are  regular  in  the  Treasury 
settlements.  The  small  part,  which  is  in  any 
wise  irregular,  is  particularly  pointed  out.  No 
use,  whatever,  has  been  made  of  estimates  of  the 
gma  product  of  the  revenues,  inserted  in  the  col- 
umns of  the  statements  I.  to  VIII.  which  are  now 
transmitted. 

In  the  last  report  concerning  the  internal  reve- 
niiea  from  this  office,  transmitted  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  on  the  5th  of  March,  1796, 
to  the  House  of  Represeniatives,  the  statement  of 
the  tax  upon  spirits  and  stills,  of  the  3d  of  that 
month,  was  made  up  for  the  year  endins  with 
June,  1795;  because,  those  for  the  other  five  in- 
ternal taxes,  which  were  ori^nated  in  the  year 
17M,  were  conGaed,  by  necessity,  (o  the  year  end- 
ing with  September,  1795,  that  being  the  only 
complete  year  of  these  last  five,  which  had  then 
elapsed.  The  gross  amount  of  all  those  six  reve- 
nues, as  appears  in  the  17lh  and  18th  colunuu  of 
the  general  statement  K.  at  the  end  of  that  report, 
was  528,481  dollars  and  thirtv-one  and  a  half 
ceats^  including  the  eaiimatea  sums.  It  will  be 
satisfactory  to  the  Legislature  to  know  that  the 
supervisors'  returns,  with  a  few,  as  authentic, 
from  inspectors  and  collectors,  relative  to  that 
year,  heretofore  received  or  exhibited,  have  not 
only  confirmed  the  full  amouatof  the  gross  reve- 
nue, but  have  established  it  at  536,806  dollara  and 


ihirty-three  cents.  To  elucidate  this,  a 
statement  is  hereto  subjoined.  In  addition  to 
ibis  excess,  ii  is  confidently  believed  thai  the 
United  States,  having  now  the  assistance  of  a  law 
officer  in  Kentucky,  a  further  part  of  the  sum  ex- 
pected from  thence,  will  yet  be  received.  A  re- 
n  from  one  valuable  division,  for  both  years, 
d  some  supplements  of  less  iniporlance  in  tbe 
district  of  Pennsylvania,  are,  likewise,  yet  to  be 
obtained.  This  retrospect,  by  furnishing  a  more 
complete  view  of  a  former  year,  affords  mn  op- 
portunity of  tbe  comparifon  with  tbe  year  now 
to  be  returned,  and  tends  to  exhibit  tbe  coane 
which  these  revenues  have  now  generslly,  thou^ 
not  universally,  taken.  It  is  a  matter  oftbe  most 
cordial  satisfaction,  that  lime  has  confirmed  tbe 
aggregate  sum,  which  was  represented,  by  the  last 
return  of  this  office,  as  likely  to  arise  from  these 
taxes  in  1794 — 6:  for  the  public  resource*  are  not 
a  subject  on  which  to  raise  expectations,  even  ia- 
noceutly  erroneous.  It  is,  however,  necessary  to 
observe  that  there  is,  in  some  places,  too  muck 
reason  to  affirm,  that  the  public  service  was  not 
well  performed  in  that  year.  This  conviction  hai 
led  to  the  proper  exertions  for  discoTeriug  defi- 
ciencies and  collecting  arrears. 

The  returw  compriied  m  thi*  nport  are, 
No.  1.  Of  the  domestic  spirit  and  still  tas,  far 

the  year  ending  with  June,  1796. 
No.  3.  Of  the  auction  tax  for  the  year  ending 

with  September,  1796. 
No.  3.  Of  the  snuff  mill  tax,  for  the  year  lait 

No.  4.  Of  the  refined  sugar  lax,  for  the  same 
year. 
No.  5.  Of  the  carriage  tax,  for  tbe  same  year- 
No.  6.  Of  the  lax  upon  licenses  to  reuil  wines 
and  foreign  disiilled  ipiriis,  for  the  same  year. 

No.  7.  Being  a  collection  of  the  respective 
amounts  of  tbe  foregoing  returns,  in  a  gnteial 
statement  of  those  six  revenues. 

No.  S.  A  list  of  the  rerenaeofficers,  with  their 
compensations,  so  far  as  the  materialB  are  po»- 
sessed  at  the  Treasury. 

No.  9.  Being  a  summary  re-siatemenl  of  ih* 
gross  revenues,  previously  exhibited,  in  papa  E. 
of  the  report,  transmitted  in  March,  1796,  so  for 
as  then  asceriained. 

The  gross  revenue  from  spirits  distilled  ia  the 
United  Slates,  from  domestic  malerials,  and  froa 
stills,  for  the  year  ending  with  30Ih  June,  179f . 
agreeably  to  statement  I,  in  this  report,  i^  89(X- 
838  dollars  and  six^'Seven  cents,  exdusiTely  M 
the  further  sums  yet  to  be  received,  which  are 
principally  from  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania.  It  re 
mains  to  be  manifested,  what  will  be  the  effect  at 
law  assistance  in  the  Kentucky  survey  of  the  fa- 
met  district;  but  it  has  been  confidently  expect- 
ed thai  it  would  produce  material  con  sequence, 
not  only  upon  the  revenue  of  the  year  now  car- 
rent,  but  in  regard  to  the  arrears  due,  for  ihe  twv 
preceding,  to  which  this  report  and  that  of  Blan^ 
1796,  respectively  relaie.  In  consequence  of  tbe 
TesigDBlion  of  the  late  Supervisor  of  Ohio,  a  nvw 
officer  was  a[^inted,  who  only  received  his  wm 
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misaian  in  July  last.  Since  ifaal  date,  time  soffi- 
cieni  to  obiaiaTeiurns,  or  certain  in  forma  lion  from 
Mm.  lias  Dot  yet  elapsed,  ll  is  believed,  however, 
thai  ihe  proper  exertiotu  are  making  by  tbat  offi- 
cer. In  ibe  fourth  or  western  survey  of  Pennsyl- 
vaoia,  the  inspector  with  his  collectors  have  ascer- 
tained a  gross  revenue,  for  each  of  iwo  years,  su- 
perior to  the  estimates  which  have  been  last  made. 
Bat,  though  a  considerable  amoaot  of  duty  has 
been  also  ascertaioed  in  other  surveys. of  the  dis- 


yei 


.  auu  large  sums  of  money  have  been  paid,* 
:aere  have  beeo  great  deficiencies  of  regukriiy, 


punctuality,  and  exertion,  evcD  in  the  current 
year.  A  course  of  very  strict  and  rarticularal- 
teniioD  has  been  applied  from  this  office,  to  effect 
the  necteuary  amendment  ia  (he  exceptionable 
points.  Measures  of  a  nature  so  serious  as  ta  in- 
sure much  of  that  amendment,  have  been  already 
adopted,  and.  however  painful,  will  be  steadfastly 
pursued  till  the  objectshall  be  accumplished.  It  is, 
Deverihelesa,  just  and  proper  to  observe,  that  a 
part  of  the  evib  which  have  occurred  are  to  be 
ascribed,  iu  some  measure,  to  the  laie  or  pretent 
siaie  of  the  laws,  and  to  other  causes  not  under 
the  control  of  the  revenue  officers.  The  removals 
of  delinquent  collectors,  suits  against  some,  and  a 
Dumber  of  penaltie*  for  which  proceedings  have 
been  temuDaied  or  instituted,  nave  already  had 
looie  effect  in  laying  the  foundation  of  a  better 
execution,  and  in  indemnifying  the  United  States 
for  loss  o^  revenue. 

The  precariousness  and  excessive  price  of  fruii, 
the  continued  high  prices  of  grain,  and  the  vast 
importations  of  winea,  of  foreign  distilled  spirits, 
and  of  beer,  are  very  maleri^  to  a  just  estimation 
of  this  part  of  the  revenne  service.  They  are  ne- 
cessary to  a  well  informed  judgment  upon  the 
due  productiveneiu  of  the  internal  spirit  lax,  and 
they  tend  to  show  the  payers  of  ihe  excise  the 
neat  coatributioni  of  the  domestic  consucQers  of 
foreigp  liquors.  Authentic  notes  of  them  are, 
therefore,  gireu-t  It  will  be  remembered,  how- 
ever, that  there  are  considerable  exporiations  of 
those  coinniodilies,  with  the  benefit  to  drawback 
of  all  the  duty  but  one  per  centum. 

The  importation  of  molasses  is,  also,  of  consid- 
erable  importance  to  an  accurate  view  of  this  sub- 
ject, being  the  sole  raw  toBlerial  used  by  many  great 
JisiUlers.  The  insular  aod  continental  sugar  col- 
}nies,  which  do  not  manufacture  this  article  into 

■  The  SuperviMc  of  PeDnsjlvania  has  paid  over  b> 
Iw  Treamr^i  within  ana  year  pracoding  the  data  of 
Ui  report,  VS8,4TB  and  10  cents,  sriiiog  from  all  the 
lis  revennes.  The  fiirthei  nim  of  9A,000  is  held  ready 
br  pubUe  draughta,  making;  in  all  993,479  10. 

t  The  importation*  in  I7B5,  wer»— 
.  Of  fbieigii  dtatiUsd  spirits,  G,304, 801    Kallona,  pay 
ingadn^of  -  -  -#l,40a,813  S6 

:.  Of  beer,  ale,  and  portsT,aM,499  gal- 
lons, Avtj    .         .         .         .      39,aii>  se 

>.  Of   winea,    paying   by   the    gallon, 

S,710,8K7  gsl]in,dn^  -      66S,SMI  33 

.  Of  winea,  paying  by  value  409,150 
doUaia  end  49  cants,  paying  a  dn^ 
at  40  par  csnMB  -  -      S0S,&94  10 


distilled  spirits,  belonging  to  belligerent  Powers, 
the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  are  almost  the 
only  purchasers  that  can  offer  for  it.  Hence  the 
quantity  of  moli 
tne  interference 
States,  from  thai 
from  domes  I 
increased.* 

1.  The  gross  revenue  arising  from  spirits  dis- 
tilled from  foreign  materials  was,  in  the  year  end- 
ing with  June,  1795,  by  the  returns  heretofore  re- 
ceived, {145,234  54.  For  the  following  year, 
ending  with  June,  1796,  which  is  now  fiikt  re- 
lumed, it  proves  to  be  $227,346  22.  This  aug- 
mentaiion  appears  lo  be  priocipally  owing  to  the 
increased  importation  of  molasses,  which  haa 
been  already  noticed,  ll  is  probable,  too.  that  the 
very  large  importalions  of  brown  sugar,!  "txl  ^^ 
near  approach  of  the  prices  of  mousses  and  of 
(hat  article,  may  have  occasioned  a  proportion  of 
molasses  greater  (ban  common  (o  be  used  in  dis- 
tillation. 

The  drawbacks  of  the  domestic  spirit  tax,  are 
believed  lo  relate,  as  well  to  ezportations  in  the 
preceding  year,  as  to  those  in  1795-'9e.  By  Ibe 
postponements  of  drawback  settlements,  which 
regularly  took  place  under  the  laws  prior  to  Jan- 
uary, 1795,  they  were  always  delayed  until  the 
return  of  the  certificate  of  landing  abroad ;  and 
the  drawbacks  after  March,  1795,  were  settled  by 
certificates  of  debenture,  at  the  moment  of  export- 
ation, under  the  act  of  January,  1795.  Hence  the 
allowances  of  Iwo  years  were  brought,  in  a  con- 
siderable degree,  into  ihe  relurns  of  one. 

2.  The  tax  upon  sales  at  auction,  for  the  fint 
year  of  tbai  revenue,  ending  with  September, 
1795,  was  936,285  and  ooe-tourth  of  a  cent,  ta 
now  appears  from  all  ihe  supervisor!'  returns  re- 
ceived at  this  time.  No  part  of  that  sum  it 
grounded  upon  estimale.  Tne  reiuroi  of  the  au- 
pervisors,  for  the  second  year  of  that  tax,  now  to 
be  reported,  amount  to  $43,169  49.  A  single 
quarter  of  Massacbuseiis  is  not  upon  regular  ab- 
stract, hot  upon  an  informal  statement,  which  is 
defective  in  regard  to  one  survey,  the  inspector 
nut  having  maae  a  return.  Ii  appears,  iherefortk 
that  this  lai  has  increased;  and  in  a  majority  of 
the  districts.  The  largest  proportion  of  augment- 
ation occurs  in  Pennsylvania.  The  fluctuations 
of  commerce,  ii  is  believed,  but  perhaps  some 
other  causes,  have  diminished  the  auction  tax  in 
two  of  the  districts.  The  business  of  both  of  these 
have  been  made  objects  of  revisory  scruiiniee. 
Measures  of  that  nature  have,  heielofore^produced 
additions  to  the  amount  of  revenue.  There  are 
yet  also  to  be  received  several  quarterly  returns 
from  some  of  the  least  prodnclive  districts. 

3.  The  tax  upon  mills  and  machinery  for  the 
manufacture  oi  snuff,  is  placed,  by  the  suspend- 
ing act  of  Jane  1st,  1796,  in  such  a  -;'■-*: •- 


*  The  importation  of  molaaac  in  1795,  was  4,S37,BeS 
gaDona,  paying  a  da^  of  9197,770  86.  In  t7»4,  it 
was  8,470,906  gallop 

-f  50,507,793  ponndi  of  brown  Mgar  w 
in  tha  year  1796. 
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render  il  less  prodnctire  of  grou 


entries,  aftpr  ihat 
day,  ceasej  tu  be  required.  A  return,  exhibiting 
bU  that  has  occurred  uoder  this  bead  of  reveune, 
will  be  fouDd  id  this  report.  The  apitarent 
■moimt  of  that  tax,  for  the  year  ending  witn  Sep- 
tember, 1T96,  IB  $17,124  80,  which  is  the  whole 
sum  that  it  became  regular  to  secure  by  bond. 
Bot,  BS  the  dniy  was  lospeaded  four  moolhs  be- 
fore the  returned  year  expired,  a  proportionate 
dednclion  from  the  duly  contained  id  ine  return, 
hu  been  thought  to  require  cons  id  erat  ion,  though 
there  has  not  yet  been  made  any  legislative  pro- 
vision to  that  end.  Nothing  has  yet  been  allonred 
under  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  3d  day 
of  March,  1797,  nor  hare  there  been  more  than 
two  applications  for  (he  relief  it  provides. 

There  is,  also,  a  small  sum  of  duty  on  aauff 
manufactured  in  17M-'95,  which  was  not  de- 
msndable  until  the  time  of  removal  in  1795-'96. 

4.  The  tax  upon  su^r  refined  in  the  United 
States,  has  increased  m  every  district  wherein 
the  manufacture  is  esiablishetl,  but  most  in  Mew 
York  and  Pennsylvania.  It  wns  only  $43,743  10, 
in  the  year  ending  with  September  1795,  but  re- 
turns of  the  supervisors,  to  the  amount  of  S63,T52 
3D,  have  been  rendered  for  the  year  ending  with 
September,  1796.  It  may  be  useful  to  slate  that 
the  importation  (^  foreign  loaf  sugar  amounted,  in 
the  year  1795,  to  no  more  than  43,233  pounds,  and 
of  foreign  tump  sugar,  in  the  same  year,  it  was 
only  405  pounds,  yielding,  together,  a  duty  of 
(3,918  61.  The  drawbacks  allowed  upon  domes- 
tic refined  sugar,  during  a  year,  ending  with  Sep- 
tember, 1796,  app^r  to  be  $23,169  m,  a  consid- 
erable part  of  wnich  is  conceived  to  be  for  ez- 
portaiiona  made  in  the  preceding  year.  From 
the  mode  then  pursued  in  that  operalion,  at  the 
custom-houses,  the  drawback  of  the  domestic 
refined  sugar  tax  did  not  appear  in  the  Treas- 
ury settlements  prior  to  February.  1796,  to  any 
greater  amount  than  9^7Q  10,  for  the  year  ending 
with  September,  1795,  It  is  certain,  therefore, 
that  the  drawbacks  allowed  in  the  year  ending 
with  September,  1796,  as  now  stated,  must  hsve 
lelation  to  both  years.  The  adjustment,  by  a 
certificate  of  debenture,  was  adopted  in  April, 
1795.  The  estimate  of  this  tax,  made  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Reptesentativtis,  in  1794. 
was  only  $50,000.  If  the  drawbacks  be  averag^ 
upon  Clie  two  yeatB,  there  will  appear,  for  1795-^ 
a  larger  amoDnl  of  revenue  than  was  expected 
by  that  committee. 

6.  The  tax  upon  carriages  for  the  conveyance 
of  persons,  for  the  first  year  of  thai  revenue,  end- 
ing with  September,  1795.  has  been  established  ai 
9ti^73  67,  by  returns  actually  received.  No 
part  of  this  sum  depends  upon  estimate.  But  the 
returns  of  the  supervisors  for  the  second  year  of 
that  tax,  which  is  at  the  same  rates  of  duly  as  the 
flrn,  do  B0(  yet  ex««ed,  $40,876.  A  deftdeation, 
therefore,  of  Dearly  seren  per  oenL  from  the 
amount  of  the  first  year's  revenue,  appears  at  pres- 
ent. It  will  be  obeerred,  that  much  the  greatest 
pan  of  this  defalcation  has  occuned  in  Maryland, 


Pennsylvania,  Delaware.  New  Jersey,  and  New 
York—that  is,  in  the  Middle  Slates ;  though 
Georgia  has  fallen  off  the  most  in  proportion. 
Symptoms  have  occurred,  iu  several  quarters,  of 
effects  from  this  duty,  of  the  nature  of  those  pro- 
duced by  sumptuary  laxei,  which  may  assist  ia 
accouniing  for  the  difference.  It  is  feared,  how- 
ever, thai  the  collection  was,  in  some  places,  de- 
fective. It  is  possible  that  the  measures  which 
have  been  taken  to  procure  some  additional  re- 
turns, will  produce  information  of  more  revenue, 

as  the  case  in  regard  to  the  preceding  year. 

,  it  is  understood,  will  be  the  case  in  the  first 
survey  of  Pennsylvania,  but  the  inspector's  sup- 
plementary return  has  not  yet  been  rendered  to 
the  supervisor.  It  will  be  remembered  that,  at 
ihe  return  of  March,  1796,  the  deUy  of  the  judi- 
ciary decision  upon  the  carriage  tax  was  ezpect- 
'  ''o  diminish  tnat  revenue  for  the  year  now  te- 
led;  and,  although  contrary  to  that  expecta- 
tion, the  produce  of  the  tax  is  sreater  in  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  than  in  tne  preceding  year. 

not  so  in  Maryland,  Jn  part  of  which  the  Con- 

tional  question  is  understood  to  have  excited 
some  attention.  In  that  district,  there  was  » 
change  of  supervisor,  a  circumstance  which  at- 


itage  for  a  time.  Four  quarterly  returns  of 
this  (ax  are  yet  lo  be  received  from  Ohio,  and  one 
from  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina.  These  two 
last  will  probably  be  small,  and  those  from  Ohio 
not  considerable. 

6.  The  tax  upon  licenses  to  retail  'wines  and 
foreign  distilled  spirits,  is  greater  in  its  product 
than  in  the  former  vear  ending  with  September. 

1795.  It  was,  for  that  year,  958,663  83,  but  is 
augmented,  by  returns  received  at  preBeni.  to 
963,463  66,  for  the  year  ending  with  September. 

1796.  No  district  would  appear  to  have  fallen  off 
materially,  if  a  proportionate  estimate  ivere  to  be 
added  for  Norih  Carolina,  from  which  one  quar- 
terly return  is  yet  to  be  received.  The  increase 
is  divided  among  several  districts.  The  States 
which  yield  the  least  of  this  revenue,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  population,  will  be  observed  to  be 
those  which,  distilling  considerably  from  fruit  and 
grain,  contribute  mosi  largely  to  the  revenue  frt>a 
spirits,  and  have,  at  the  same  time,  many  couDties 
so  situated  as  not  to  be  yet  capable  ofobtaininf 
foreign  spirits  by  water  carriage.  The  maoufae- 
lory  of  malt  liquors  being  the  most  extensive  la 
some  of  those  states,  must  also  contribute  theie. 
to  keep  down  the  product  of  this  tax.  A  quar- 
terly abstract  is  also  wanting  from  Tennessee,  ajad 
four  aie  deficient  from  Ohio.  Irre^lar  informa- 
tion, of  additional  revenae  from  this  source,  in  the 
first  surrey  of  Pennsylvania,  amounting  to  ^60. 
has  also  been  receivea. 

7.  The  gron  amount  of  all  those  revenue*  whict 
have  been  noticed  under  the  six  foeceding'  hcwk 
for  thff  yean  1794-'95,  has  been  raised  to  ^ia&Saf 
33,  excluding  estimates  and  the  sums  yet  experi- 
ed  Aom  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania.  The  gras 
amount  of  the  same  revennes  for  the  year  17%- 
*96,  considerably  exceeds  that  of  the  yesr  last  te- 
ported,  being  $647,065  70.    To  this  wiU  also  k 
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tdded  the  monefs  yet  lo  be  received  for  son_.  . 
ibose  laze*  from  both  surveys  of  Ohio,  from  four 
division:!  Id  the  Srst,  second,  and  third  surveys  of 
PeDDsylrania,  from  three  divUioDs  of  Nevr  Jersey, 
from  one  survey  of  Mftssaehuselts,  from  Tenoes- 
see  and  from  Xurih  Carolina. 

The  contingent  expenses  of  iitationery.  mark- 
ing instruments,  advertisements,  and  notificaiion& 
GenaiD  copies  of,  and  extracts  from,  the  laws,  ana 
postages  of  letters  and  packets,  are  grounded  upon 
distinct  superrUors'  returns  from  New  Hampehi 
Connecticut,  Maryland,  Virsinia,  South  Carolii 
Georgia,  and  Tennessee,  li'ar  Norlh  Caroli) 
they  are  taken  ai  a  medium  of  the  two  last  years, 
irhich  are  returned,  because  the  supervisor  has 
made  his  report  for  1796-'97.  For  Vermont,  they 
are  estimated,  being  so  blended  with  other  inJDga 
in  the  supervisor's  return,  as  not  lo  be  capable  of 
distinct  exhibition.  For  M»-isachusett8,  f 
York,  New  Jersey^  Pennsylvania,  and  Delav 
ihey  are  upon  estiiaate.  From  Ohio,  there 
little  infarmaiion  of  the  revenue  arising,  that  a 
slaiement  of  the  expenses  cannot  be  made,  the 
eomraiasioos  being  all  at  fixed  rates  per  centum 
on  the  moneys  actually  collected.  For  Rhode 
hland  district,  they  are  obtained  from  ihe  super- 
visor's Bccounta  current. 

The  postages  of  packets  and  letters,  among  the 
levenae  officers  in  the  districts,  form  a  very  con- 
siderable part  of  the  contingent  expenses.  Of  the 
amount  of  that  charge,  the  United  Slates  are  ul- 
limatehr  the  receivers,  through  the  medium  of  the 
post  omce,  excepting  the  allowaoces  to  the  officers 
of  that  departmeot. 

The  present  supervisors  of  several  of  the  dis- 
tricts came  into  office  so  recently  as  to  subject 
them,  reapectively,  to  material  inconveniences 
and  irapediments.  The  same  observation  may  be 
applie.l  to  several  of  the  inspectors  of  surveys. 

8.  The  list  of  the  officers  of  the  revenue  ex- 
hibits, in  most  instances,  the  names  of  those  per- 
sons who  were  employed  in  this  branch  of  the 
Eiiblic  service  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  1796. 
'rom  a  part  of  the  districts,  the  returns  are  for 
June,  1797.  The  names  are  taken  from  reports 
of  the  supervisors,  except  in  the  case  of  Ohio, 
whose  collectors'  names  are  obtained  from  other 
official  documents. 

The  coTupensatioDs  of  the  officers  are  taken 
from  the  reports  of  the  supervisors,  so  far  as  they 
have  rendered  them,  excepting  a  few  instances,  as 

Sroanded  on  estimate.  The  supervisor  of  South 
arolina  has  reported  the  salaries  and  the  rates 
>nly  of  the  commissions  for  collecting,  and  other 
lompen  sat  ions  for  specific  services.  He  has 
imitied  the  totalamouut  of  <tach  officer's  compen- 
iitton,  that  is,  the  value  of  the  supervisorship,  in- 
pectorship,aadcollectorshipsjespectively,wntch, 
I  is  conceived,  the  Hoose  of  Representatives  bad 
D  contemplation.  The  supervisors  of  Pennsyl- 
ania  and  Oliio  have  not  made  any  return  what- 
ver  of  the  officers'  com  pen  sa  lion  b,  nor  does  it  ap- 
ear  that  either  of  the  inspectors  of  the  former 
istrict  hare  made  a  report  upon  that  subject  to 


5th  Coir.— 114 


TENCH  COXE. 


[CominuiiieatMl  to  the  Hodm  of  RepmcntsliTes,  April 

18,  ITBS.] 
Th^  SecretaiT  of  Ihe  Treuury,  in  obedience  to  two  re> 
solntiom  of  the  House  of  Reprcsent&tiTes,  p»Hed  on 
the  S8th  of  NoTcmber  and  11th  of  December,  1T97, 
referring  to  hi*  CBDBidiretian  the  meniarialB  of  Jona- 
than Jsckaon,  Sapervisoi  of  Ihe  Revenue  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Masiachuwtls,  and  Abel  Whitney,  Colleetor 
□f  the  revenue  in  the  14th  diviuDn  of  Ae  eecoaij  inr- 
vey,  in  die  same  district,  respectfullj  snbmita  the 
fbUowing'  report : 

The  memorialists  represent  that  the  compensa- 
lions  now  allowed  to  them,  under  the  acts  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales,  are  incompetent; 
arid  ihey  severally  pray  that  provision  for  a  suita- 
ble angmeniation  may  be  made  by  Congress. 

The  Secretary  lias  investigated  (he  pretCDsioDS 
of  the  memorialists,  and  finds  them  to  be  highly 
.  but  he  is  unable  to  discover  any 
priocipie  by  which  they  can,  consistently  witn 
public  policy,  be  diiicriminated  from  the  claims  of 
other  officers  of  the  revenue.  Believing,  however, 
that  a  revision  of  the  compensations  generally  i« 
:pedieat,  he  respectfully  submits  a  succinct  view 
ofexislinsE  arrangements,  respecting  the  internal 
revenue,  the  funds  allowed  by  law  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  collection,  and  the  principles  by 


Kusalions  have  been  regulated  in  the 


iuxilTa 


;h  compensalio 

.     of  the  Presiden 

T  >e  several  classes  of  officers  for  ci 

ilernal  revenues  of  the  United  Slal« 
denominated  supi^rvisors  of  the  revei 
illectors  ufdivisions,  a 
officers. 

The  districts  of  the  supervisi 
with  the  several  States,  eic^l   that  the  North- 
Territory  and  the  Slate  of  Kentucky 
constitute   one  revenue  district,  by  the  name  of 

istrict.    The  districts  of  New  Hampshire, 

Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Vermont,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Teuneisee,  and  Georgia, 
have  not  been  divided  into  surveys  of  inspection. 
In  all  these  districts,  the  duties  of  inspectors  of 


of  inspection  have  been  established;  in  Pennsyl- 
~  nia.four;  in  Maryland,  three;  in  Virginia, su; 
Ohio,  two;  in  North  Carolina,  five;  in  South 
Carolina,  three.  The  duties  of  an  inspector  for 
one  survey  in  each  of  the  districts  of  Maryland, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Ohio,  are, 
however,    performed    by   the    respective    super- 

The  supervisors  oi  districts  and  inspectors  of 

rveys  are  appointed   by  the  President  of  the 

United  Stales,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 

Senate. 

The  power  of  appointing  collectors  of  the  reve- 

le  ana  auxiliary  officers,  and  of  defining  the  ex- 

-.nt  of  their  divisions,  has  been  committed  to  the 

supervisors.    In  the  estimate  for  the  distribution 

of  compensaiiona,  the  following  number  waicoo- 
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templaUd  Tor  each  d[9irici.  Tb«  number  ecraallf 
employed,  at  present,  is  not  accurately  kDOWn ; 
bat  ii  IS  understood  to  be,  in  most  of  the  districts, 
less  considerable  than  was  contemplated  by  the 
■aid  arrangement,  viz: 

Id  New  Hampabire,  ihree  collectors,  and  six 
auxiliary  officers. 

In  Massachusetts,  thirteen  collectors,  and  four- 
teen auxiliary  officers. 

In  Rhode  Island,  two  collectors,  and  three  aux- 
iliary officers. 

In  Connecticut,  six  collectors,  and  four  auxilia- 
ry officers. 

In  VetmoDt,  three  collectors,  and  six  auxiliary 
officers. 

In  New  York,  eight  collectors,  and  fifteen  aux- 
iliary officers. 

In  New  Jersey,  eight  collectors,  and  six  auxilia- 
ry officers. 

In  Pennsylvania,  sixteen  collectors,  and  eleven 
auxiliary  officen. 

In  Delaware,  three  collectors,  and  three  auxilia- 
ry officers. 

In  Maryland,  fifteen  collectors,  and  ten  auxilia- 
ry officers. 

In  Virginia,  forty-two  collectors,  and  forty-three 
auxiliary  officers. 

Id  Ohio,  eight  collectors,  and  five  auxiliary 
officers. 

In  Tennessee,  three  collectors,  and  three  aux- 
iliary officers. 

In  North  Carolina,  twenty-five  collectors,  and 
twenty-six  auxiliary  officers. 

Id  South  Carolina,  eighteen  collectors,  and  thir- 
ty auxiliary  officers. 

In  Oeorgia,  six  collectors,  and  six  auxiliary 
officers. 

Making,  in  the  whole,  the  proposed  number  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy-oine  collectors,  and  one 
hundred  and  ninety-one  auxiliary  officers  for  the 
United  States.  By  a  return  presented  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  2lBt  of  Febroary 
last,  it  appears  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  there 
were  employed  in  all  the  districts  two  hundred 
ind  fifty-one  collectors,  and  sixty-nine  auxiliary 
officers.  No  general  return,  to  a  later  period,  can 
be  now  prepared. 

The  officers  before  mentioned  are  compensated 
in  the  following  manner: 

Ist.  The  supervisors  are  allowed  the  following 
annual  salaries: 

The  supervisor  of  Virginia,         -         -      81,350 

The  supervisor  of  Pennsylvana,         -        I,8IK) 

The  supervisors  of  Massachusetts,  New 
TorL  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  and  S. 
Carolina, 1,000 

The  supervisors  of  Connecticut  and  Ohio,      700 

The  supervisors  of  Rhode  Island  and 
New  Jersey.    -.-.-. 

Thesopervisors  of  New  Hampshire,  Ver- 
mont, Delaware,  Tennessee,  and  Georgia,        50 

In  addition  to  which  salaries,  the  supervisors 
receive  the  following  emoluments: 

In  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Is- 
land, New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Ma- 
lyland,  Virginia,  and  South  Carolina,  a  commis- 


er  centum  on  the  gross  amount  of 
collected  in  their  several  districts 
from  spirits  distilled  therein  from  foreign  mate- 
rials. In  Connecticut  and  North  Carofina,  one 
and  a  half  per  centum,  and  in  the  other  districts 
two  per  centum,  on  the  like  revenue. 

In  the  districts  of  Vermont,  EJelaware,  Gleorgia. 
and  Tennessee,  a  commission  of  two  per  centum 
upon  the  gross  revenue  from  spirits  distilled  in 
the  United  States  from  domestic  materials  and 
from  stills,  and  in  the  other  districts  a  comnLission 
of  one  and  a  half  per  centum  on  the  like  revenue. 

The  supervisors  of  all  the  districts  are  allowed 
for  preparing,  stamping,  and  distributing,  among 
the  inspectors,  one  cent  for  every  certificate  to  ac- 
company foreign  or  domestic  spirits,  winea,  or 
teas,  Bctaalty  issued  in  the  surreys  and  ports  of 
their  respective  districts,  and  a  commission  of  one 
half  of  one  per  centum  on  the  duties  arising  from 
retailers'  licenses,  sales  at  auction,  refined  sugar, 
and  carriages., 

2d.  The  inspectors  of  surveys  receive  the  fol- 
lowing annual  salaries : 

In  the  districts  of  Massachusetts.  Pennsrlrania. 
Maryland.  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  South 
Carolina,  five  nundred  dollars  each. 

lo  the  district  of  Ohio,  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

The  said  inspectors  also  receive  a  commission 
of  one  per  centum  on  the  gross  revenue  arising 
from  spirits  distilled  in  their  surveys  from  foreigii 
materials,  except  the  inspectors  of  the  first  and 
second  surveys  of  North  Carolina;  who  receive  a 
commission  of  two  per  centum  on  the  like  rere- 
nue.  A  commlssionof  one  and  a  half  per  centum 
on  the  gross  revenue  arising  from  spirits  distilled 
from  domestic  materials  and  from  stills,  except 
the  inspectors  of  the  first  and  second  surveys  of 
North  Carolina,  who  receive  two  per  centum  on 
the  said  revenue.  All  the  inspectors  receive  a 
commission  of  one  quarter  of  one  centum  on  the 
gross  revenue  arising  in  their  surveys  from  retail- 
ers' licenses,  sales  at  auction,  refined  sugar,  and 
carriages. 

The  inspectors  of  surveys,  and  such  of  the  su- 
pervisors as  perform  the  same  duties,  receive  two 
cents  and  a  half  for  each  certificate  signed  by 
them,  lo  accompany  domestic  distilled  spu'its,aDd 
one  cent  for  each  certificate  to  accompany  foi- 
eign  distilled  sniriti. 

3d.  The  collectors  of  the  revenue  receive,  on 
the  gross  revenue  arising  in  their  divisions,  from 
spirits  di.etilled  from  foreign  materials,  three  pet 
centum.  On  the  gross  revenue  arising  from  spir- 
its distilled  from  domestic  materials,  and  from 
stills,  six  per  centum,  and  on  the  revenue  from 
refaiters'  licenses,  and  from  sales  at  auction,  one 
and  three  quarters  per  centom.  and  on  the  reve- 
nue from  carriages  and  refined  sugar  four  per 
centum.  They  are  likewise  allowed  for  measur- 
ing and  marking  each  still  under  the  capacity  of 
one  hundred  gallons, sixty  cents,  and  for  each&iill 
above  one  hundred  gallons,  seventy-five  cental 
for  marking  each  cask  of  domestic  distilled  spirits, 
and  for  issuing  and  countersigning  a  certifiriie  to 
accompany  the  same,  two  and  a  half  cects-and    , 
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for  cTery  cssk  irbicb  Ihey  respectively  gauge,  aix 

The  supervisors  are  authorized  to  distribute  to 
«  number  of  collectors,  in  iheir  respeciive  disiricta, 
not  eiceediog  the  number  hereinDefore  mention' 
ed,  a  mediuoi  allowance  of  eighty  dollars,  yearly, 
in  addiiioa  to  their  other  emoToments. 

4th.  To  the  auxiliary  officers,  not  exceeding  io 
«ach  district  the  number  hereinbefore  mentioaEd, 
the  supervisors  may  allow,  yearly,  a  medium  sum 
of  thirty  dollars  each.  The  allowancea,  under  the 
head  of  contingent  expenses,  comprise  printiDg,sta- 
tionery,  postage,  and  marking  ioMruments.  No- 
thing IS  allowed  for  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  fuel,  or 
tiavelliDg  expenses,  except  for  journeys  on  special 
occasions,  by  the  direction  of  the  Treasury. 

If  the  owners  of  carriages  do  not  make  entry, 
and  pay  the  duties  thereon,  the  collectors  may  de- 
mand, for  their  own  use,  twenty-five  per  centum, 
in  addition  to  the  said  duties,  for  the  extra  trouble 
of  coUeciion.  No  other  fees  or  compenaatioDs  are 
demandable  of  individuals  by  the  officers  of  the 
revenue. 

The  acts  of  Congress  provide  the  following 
funds,  out  of  which  the  before  mentioned  com- 
TCDsatioos  are  made: 

By  the  act,  en  titled  "An  act  concerning  the  duties 
on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States." 
passed  OD  the  8ih  day  of  May.  1792.  a  suin 
not  exceeding  -  -  $70,000  00 

By  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  making 
further  provision  for  securmg  and 
collecting  ibe  duties  on  foreign  and 
domestic  distilled  spirits, stills,  teas, 
and  wines,"  passed  on  the  5th  of 
June,  1794,  which  act  has  been  con- 
ti&Ded,  and  will  remain  in  force  un- 
til the  end  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,      -  -  -  23,333  33 

In  addition  lo  the  general  funds  be- 
fore named,  the  President  is  author- 


and  on  refined  sugar,  five  per  cent- 
um on  ibe  product  of  the  said  du- 
ties, which,  being  estimated  on  one 
hundred  mnd  four  thousand  fire 
bundred  and  forty-two  dollars  and 
thirty  cents,  is  -  -  5,227  11 

And  of  the  duties  on  licenses  to  re- 
tailers and  sales  at  auction,  two  and 
one-half  per  centum,  which,  com- 
puted on  one  hundred  and  six  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  thirty-three 
dollars  and  seventeen  cents,  being 
the  last  estimated  product  of  the 
said  duties,  is  -  -  2,673  32 


Making,  in  the  whole,  the  sum  of.       8101,233  76 


By  ihe  documents  which  were  presented  to  the 
House,  on  the  21sL  of  February  last,  it  appears 
that  the  compensations  of  the  officers  of  the  in- 
ternal revenue,  for  one  year,  may  be  estimated 
"      -  -  -  -  *85,033  37 


Making,  in  the  whole,  -  892,084  94 

But  though  it  appears  from  this  statement  that 
the  whole  oTlhe  appronriated  fund  has  not  been 
expended,  yet,  as  several  of  the  items  upon  which 
the  fund  has  been  calculated  are  uncertain,  while 
a  considerable  proportion  of  the  expense  is  per- 
manent, it  has  been  deemed  unsafe  to  incte«s« 
the  scale  of  compensation,  from  an  apprehension 
that  the  limitations  prescribed  by  law  might  be 
exceeded. 

The  following  is  a  view  of  the  duties  which 
are  performed  by  the  several  classes  of  officers: 

The  auxiliary  officers  are  generally  appointed 
to  aid  such  of  Ihe  collectors  whose  divisions  con- 
sist of  more  than  one  county.  Their  duiiea  are 
principally  to  receive  entries  of  stills  and  car- 
riages, and  to  issue  retailers'  licenses.  Small 
sums,  for  duties  on  carriages  and  licenses,  pass 
through  their  hands  to  the  collectors.  In  some  of 
the  districts,  the  supervisors  have  allowed  the  col- 
lectors to  appoint  the  auxiliary  officers,  and  to  re- 
ward them  out  of  their  own  compensations. 

The  collectors  are, however,  the  principal  receiv- 
ers of  the  revenue  from  the  people,  which  they  pay 
over  to  the  inspectors  of  surveys,  or  to  the  super- 
visors, in  those  districts  which  have  not  been  sub- 
divided into  surveys  of  inspection.  The  accounts 
of  the  collectors  follow  the  course  of  their  remit- 
di reeled  to  be  rendered 


in  detail,  exhibiting  the  names  of  the  persons  from 
whom,  tue  objects  upon  which,  and  the  sums  col- 

The  inspectors  of  surveys  receive,  examine,  and 
stale  the  accounts  of  the  collectors,  which  they 
digest  into  general  returns,  and  which  are  trans- 
mitted, with  the  moneys  received  from  collectors, 
to  the  supervisors  of  the  respecti  ve  districts. 

The  supervisors  correspond  with  the  Treasury, 
and  with  the  inspectors  and  collectors  of  the  dis- 
tricts ;  they  alone  account  with  the  Treasury,  and 
their  returns  exhibit,  in  detail,  all  the  particulars 
which  are  conteinea  in  the  accounts  of  the  col- 
lectors. 

It  is  found  requisite  that  the  accounts  should 
exhibit  the  course  of  business,  even  in  minute  par- 
ticulars, as  the  subjects  of  revenue  are  continually 
varying  in  every  district,  survey,  and  division, 
and  because  the  nature  of  the  system  admits  of 
no  other  check  than  that  arising  from  a  connected 


A  general  idea  of  the  detail  contained  in  the 
accounts  of  the  internal  revenue  appears  necessa- 
ry to  enable  the  House  to  decide  on  the  subject  of 
compensations. 

IsL  The  duties  on  spirits  distilled  from  forei^^D 
materials,  and  generally  the  duties  on  all  soints 
distilled  in  large  stills,  in  cities,  towns,  ana  vil- 
lages, are  ascertained  on  the  quantities  of  spirits 
removed,  for  which  duties  credits  are  allowed- 
The  accounts,  therefore,  exhibit  the  names  of  the 
contributors,  the  quaotities  of  spirits  distilled  and 
removed,  the  quantities  remainiitg  on  hand,  tfag 
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amount  of  the  duties  wbich  accrue  at  each  distil- 
lery, aDd  an  account  uf  (he  bonds  taken,  and  the 
times  when  discharged. 

3d.  The  duties  oik  refined  lugar  are  collected  in 
the  same  maoDer  as  those  on  spirits,  and  a  like 
detail  is  observed. 

3d.  The  quantum  and  rates  of  the  duties  on  stills 
employed  in  the  country,  according  to  existing 
laws,  depetiil  OD  the  term  for  which  they  are  li- 
censed, except  that  a  smalt  number  of  lEiUs  will 
coQtiDue  to  be  subject  to  the  annual  duty.  The 
annual  duty,  when  collected,  is,  however,  payable 
in  half-yearly  instalments;  of  course,  the  accounts 
for  this  duty  provide  for  a  general  descripliou  of 
each  still,  and  for  eight  distinct  modes  of  calcula- 
tion ;  besides,  entries  must  be  made  whenever 
licenses  are  issued,  however  frequently  they  are 
repeated.  Moreover,  as  none  of  the  duties  are 
paid  in  advance,  the  accounts  to  any  given  period 
must  exhibit  outstanding  debts,  to  be  accouuted 
for  in  subsequent  returns. 

4th.  The  accounts  of  the  duties  on  carriages 
embrace  the  names  of  the  owners,  aod  columns 
for  the  descriptions  of  carriages,  subject  to  differ- 
ent rates  of  duties.  For  every  carriage  a  certifi- 
cate is  given  on  the  payment  of  the  duly. 

5th.  The  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  are  as- 
certained by  abstracts,  which  exhibit  the  names 
of  the  persons  for  whom  the  blank  licenses  are 
filled  up,  and  whether  for  retailing  foreign  spirits 
or  wines. 

6th.  The  duty  on  sales  at  aucti 
fined  to  the  principal  towns,  aod 
but  a  few  persons;  the  accouotj 
dered,  but,  loasceriaia  the  duties, 
of  (he  voluminous  entries  of  the  auctioneers 
quisite. 

Although  there  is  nothing  in  the  system  pre- 
scribed for  keeping  the  accounts,  which  is  attend, 
ed  with  uncommon  difficulty,  yet  it  wilt  be  seen 
that  more  than  ordinary  skill  in  clerkship  is  an 
indispensable  qualification  for  the  office  ol  coilec 
lor;  and  that  the  volume  of  accounts  (o  be  ren- 
dered by  the  supervisors  and  inspectors  is  too 
great  to  be  accomplished  without  expenses  for 
clerkship,  which  must  form  great  dedi 
their  apparent  emoluments. 

It  is  also  evident  that,  though  the  whole  time  of 
the  subordinate  officers  is  not  employed  in  the 
venue  service,  yet  the  nature  of  their  duties 
quires  them   to   maintain   permanent   offices,  to 
which  (he  i)eoiJe  may  resort,  and  to  engage  occa- 
sional substitutes  while  they  are  absent  on  jour 
neys  through  their  divisions  for  the  collection  of 
moneys,  marking  stills,  and  enforcing  the  laws 
against  delinquents.    Much  of  (he  delay  which 
has  attended  the   settlement  of  the  accounts  in 
•ome  districts  is  to  be  attributed  to  (he  want  of 
skill  in  clerkship,  of  officers  whose  qualifications 
were,  in   other  res|recis,   unexceptionable.      The 
difficulty   of  engaging    suitable   characters    hi 
moreover,  been  greatly  increased  by  impolitic  i 
Btrictions.  which  in  several  Slates,  forbid  State 
(AcBTB  from  holding  appointments  under  the  Qen- 
«ral  Qovernment. 


ly  ren- 


n  of  the  Revenue. 

The  Secretary  presumes  that  a  review  of  the 
facts  which  have  been  stated  will  evince  that  no 
greater  number  of  persons  have  been  employed  ia 
the  revenue  service  than  was  abeolulely  necessa- 
ry, and  that  the  compensaiions  of  the  officers  of 
every  grade,  and  for  every  specific  service,  are 
moderate  in  the  < 


It  is  true  that  a  considerabtb  proportion  of  (be 
gross  amount  of  the  internal  revenues  hitherto  as- 
certained has  been'  consumed  in  expenses  of  col- 
lection ;  and  hence  it  has  been  inferred  that  the 
arrangements  were  either  defective  in  economy, 
or  that  the  objects  of  taxation  have  been  injudi- 
ciously selecled.  The  first  objection  has  beea 
shown  to  be  unfounded,  and  it  is  believed  that  (he 
last  is  susceptible  of  a  refutation. 

It  ought  (0  be  remembered,  that  a  considerate 
part  of  what  are  stated  as  expenses  of  collection, 
consist  of  the  salaries  and  commissions  of  the  su- 
pervisors and  inspectors.  These  are  principally 
officers  of  control  and  general  superintendence; 
under  any  system  of  revenue  operating  through 
the  interior  country,  an  equal  number  of  officen 
of  this  description  must  be  maintained ;  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  existing  duties  would  produce  but  little 
diminution  of  this  part  of  the  expense;  andwitba 
small  augmentation  of  compensations,  and  a  pro- 
vision for  defraying  the  expenses  of  clerkship,  the 
same  officers  would  be  adequate  to  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  most  extended  system  of  revenue. 

The  Secretary  is  of  opinion  that  the  fuUowinj 
arrangemeut  would  promote  the  public  interests: 

1.  To  allow  the  following  sums  to  the  Super- 
visors of  disiricis,  for  clerk-hire  in  the  respective 

To  the  Supervisors  of  the  districts  of  Massa- 
chusetts, New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland.  Vir- 
ginia, North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina,  eight 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  each. 

To  the  Supervisors  of  the  districts  of  New 
Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  Jer- 
sey, and  Georgia,  four  hundred  dollars  per  annum, 

To  the  Supervisors  of  (he  districts  of  VermiuiL 
Delaware,  Ohio,  and  Tennessee,  three  hundred 
dollars  per  annum,  each. 

To  establish  the  commissions  of  ftll  the  super- 
visors at  one-and-a-half  per  centum  on  the  pioduci 
of  all  the  internal  revenues  now  esUhlislied,  in 
addition  to  their  present  salaries. 

2.  To  allow  to  each  of  the  inspectors  of  »i«r- 
Tcys,  for  clerk-hire  in  their  respective  offices,  two 
bundled  dollars  per  annum,  each. 

To  establish  the  commissions  of  all  (he  iospeet- 
ors  of  surveys,  at  one-and-a-half  per  centum  on  the 
product  of  all  the  internal  revenues  now  estab- 
lished, and  by  them  respectively  received, in  addi- 
lioD  to  [heir  present  salaries. 

3.  To  establish  the  commissions  of  the  collee- 
lors  of  the  revenue  at  seven  per  centnro,  on  the 
product  of  the  internal  revenues  now  establisboL 
and  by  them  respectively  received,  in  addition  W 
the  fund  authorized  to  be  distributed  to  the  eol- 
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,  icept  that,  in  the  districts  of  Massachu- 
letls  and  Rhode  Island,  ihe  conimiasioDS  on  the 
lereuue  from  spirits  distilled  from  foreign  maieri- 
■la  ia  cities,  towas,  and  viLUges,  may  be  restricted 
to  four  per  centum. 

4.  To  direct  that  all  officers  employed  in  the 
collection  of  the  internal  revenues  shall  give  bonds, 
with  sureties,  for  the  faithful  execution  of  their 
trusts,  and  to  provide  a  summary  mode  for  the  re- 
covery of  money  from  delinquents. 

Ii  is  propoMd  tliat  the  fees  for  gjanting  certifi- 
cates to  accompany  spirits,  wines,  and  leas,  and  for 
marking  and  ganging  casks  and  packages,  should 
be  cDQtiuued  as  at  present,  and  that  reawoable 
charges  for  printing,  stationery,  and  postage,  should 
be  allowed. 

The  sums  praposed  to  be  allowed  for  clerk-hire 
areless  than  tne  expenditures  which  the  public  ser- 
vice will  require  for  this  object  in  several  districts, 
narticulnrly  in  Massachusetts,  PennsylTania,  and 
Vir^nia ;  it  is  believed,  however,  that  the  proposed 
addition  to  the  rate  of  commissions  will  compen- 
sate for  the  deficiency.  An  uniform  rate  of  com- 
mistion  to  each  grade  of  officers,  except  in  Massa- 
chusetts and  Rnode  Island,  wnere  considerable 
sums  are  collected  from  large  distilleries,  is  sug- 
gested, to  obviate  an  inconvenient  complexity, 
which,  bv  occasioning  errors,  retards  the  setile- 


It  is  believed  that,  if  the  compensations  now 

Eiposed  should  be  established,  the  expenses  of  col- 
ling the  internal  revenues  would  but  little  ex- 
ceed the  average  proportion  which  attends  the 
coUeciion  of  the  revenue  on  imports  in  other  dis- 
tricts tliaa  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Bal- 
timore, and  Charleston.  lo  (his  estimate,  the  fees 
paid  hy  merchants,  which  do  not  appear  in  the 
public  accounts,  are  however  included. 

The  Secretary  submits  it  as  his  opinion  that  an 
augoiec  taiion  of  compeasation,  such  as  is  proposed, 
is  Decessary  to  prevent  the  greatest  embarrass- 
menls.  Such  ofihe  officers  ashave  strictly  and  fully 
discharged  their  duties,  have  derived  little  or  no 
emoluments  from  their  services.  Thoughit  isbe- 
lieved  to  be  generally  true  that  no  instance  can  be 
mentioned  where,  in  this  country,  services  of  equal 
difficulty  and  extent  have  been  performed  for  so 
little  emolumoni  as  by  the  officers  of  the  internal 
revenue,  yet,  it  is  certain  that  the  degrees  of  exer- 
tion have  been  unequal;  that  the  accounts  have, 
in  some  instances,  remained  too  long  without  set- 
tlemenl,  or  have  been  imperfectly  Btsted.  in  con- 
sequence of  inability  on  the  part  of  the  officers  to 
support,  without  personal  sacrifices,  such  expen- 
ses, in  relation  to  their  offices,  as  the  good  of  the 
twrii-e  has  required.  Specific  allowances  for  the 
eiprases  of  clerkship  will  probably  remedy  an 
evtl  from  which  mucn  lost  and  disorder  are  to  be 
apprehended. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted  by 
OUVER  WOLCOTT, 

Secretarg  of  the  TWtuury. 

Thbudrt  Depabtmbnt,  April  17, 1798. 


APPOHTIONMBNT  OP  DIRECT  TAXB8. 


Tbeasory  Depabtheht 

May  25, 1798. 

Bia;  Having  been  requested  to  exhibit  a  calcn- 
lation  of  the  quotas  of  the  respective  States,  in  a 
if  two  millions  of  dollars,  profiorlioned  to  the 
number  of  free  white  persons,  and  three-fiflhs  of 
the  number  of  slaves,  as  ascertained  by  the  cen- 

s ;  also,  my  opinion  of  what  would  be  a  proper 

le  for  apportioning  to  individuals  the  proposed 
mx  on  lands,  houses,  and  slaves,  I  resi>ecifullf 
stibmit  (he  following  results  and  observations : 

The  enumeration,  or  census,  by  which  the  tax 
must  be  apportioned,  was  taken  with  reference  to 
the  first  Monday  of  August,  1790,  when  Ibenom- 
bei  of  persons  m  the  United  States  was  as  fol- 

Free  white  males  of  six- 
teen years  and  upwards, 
including  heads  of  &m- 
ilies  -  -        -       813,365 

Free  white  males  under 
sixteen  years      -  -       802,127 

ree  white  females,  includ- 
ing beads  of  families     -    1,556,683 

Other  free  persons,  exclu- 
sive of  Indians  •  -         69,511 
Total  numberof  free 
persons,  exclusive 

of  Indians  -    3,231,631 

laves  697,697,  of  which 
number  three-fifth  parts 
are  taken,  or       -  -  -  418,619 


To(al  0 


'3^' 


3,650.260 

The  following  quotas  of  the  respective  Statea, 
._  a  tax  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  calculated  ac- 
cording to  their  relative  numbers  of  free  persona, 
exclusive  of  Indians,  and  including  three-fifths  of 
the  number  of  slaves,  to  wit : 

New  Hampshire  -  -  $77,705  36.2 

Massachusetts  -  -  -  S60,135  31.2 

Rhode  Island  -  -  -     37,502  08.0 

Connecticut     -  -  -    129,767  00:3 

Vermont  -  -  -     16,864  18.7 


New  York       - 

-   181,680  70.7 

New  Jersey 

-     98,378  36.3 

Pennsylvania  - 

-  237,177  72.7 

Delaware         - 

-     30,430  79.S 

Maryland 

-    152,599  90.4 

Virg'inia 

-   345,488  66.6 

Kentucky 

-     37,643  99.7 

North  Carolina 

-   193,697  96.5 

Tennessee 

South  Carolina 

-   112,997  73.9 

Georgia 

-     38,614  87.5 

Total  of  the  proposed  tax    -  $2,000,000  00 
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It  is  proposed  Ibat  the  direct  tax  be  assessed  to 
individuaU  in  the  rollowing  maimer : 

I.  On  dwelling-houses,  lo  be  distributed  ioio 
Dine  cla&MCs,  and  liied  uaiformlv  in  each  class. 

II.  On  slaves,  to  be  taxed  uaitortnly. 

III.  On  lands,  lo  be  taxed  at  such  a  rale  ad  ra- 
lorem  in  each  Slate,  as,  with  ihe  sums  assessed 
on  houses  and  slates,  will  produce  the  entire 
■mount  of  the  suma  apportioned  to  the  respectire 
States. 

It  being  proposed  to  tax  dwelling-housea  and 
■laves  by  UDiform  rules,  an  estimate  of  the  sums 
irhich  aMf  be  asceased  on  these  objects,  appears 
to  be  important. 

I.  cy  Dvdling-Bouiea.—'Sht  number  of  free 
persons  in  the  Uniied  Stales,  in  the  year  1790, 
was  3,331,631.  The  namber.  at  present,  maybe 
eittimaied  at  four  millions.  It  is  computed  that 
there  is  a  dwelling-house  for  every  scTen  persons : 
of  course,  that  there  are  about  five  hundred  and 
seventy  thousand  dwelling-houses  in  the  United 
Sutes. 

It  is  proposed  by  this  bill,  as  reported,  lo  exempt 
from  specific  taxation,  all  houses,  with  the  lots  on 
vhich  they  are  erectixl,  not  exceeding  two  acres, 
is  any  case,  of  which  the  value  is  less  than  two 
hundred  dollars.  It  isimportant  to  ascertain  what 
would  be  the  probable  effect  of  an  exemption  of 
this  nature,  and  it  is  much  to  be  r^reited  that  the 
public  documents  afford  no  certain  data  for  a  cal- 
culation.   Afier  a  due  consideration  of  informa- 


houses  would  be  exempted  than  was  contemplated 
by  the  committee.  Owing  lo  the  great  number  of 
•eiilements  which  have  Men  lately  formed,  and 
the  moderate  value  of  land,  in  large  districts  of  the 
United  State*,  it  is  not  unlikely  ihat  two  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  houses  would  be  included  in 
theezemption.  Asbousesarebelievedtohethemost 
certain  and  eligible  objects  of  taxation  to  which 
resort  can  be  had  ;  as  inconTeniences  might  arise 
from  an  exempiion  in  favor  of  what,  probably,  is 
the  most  numerous  description  of  houses  in  some 

Strts  of  the  country ;  and  as,  is  new  seiilements, 
welling'houses  of  small  valueoughtnoi  to  be  con- 
sidered a:<  indications  of  poverty,  the  following 
classification,  which  is  somewhat  different  from 
that  reported,  is  respectfully  submilted,  to  wit : 

First  class.  To  comprise  alL  houses  and  lots  not 
exceeding  two  acres,  on  which  the  same  are  erect- 
ed, exceeding  eighty  dollars  in  value,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding two  hundred  dollars. 

Second  class.  To  comprise  all  bouses  and  lots 
exceeding  in  value  two  hundred  dollars,  and  not 
exceeding  six  hundred  dollars. 

Third  class.  To  comprise  all  honses  and  lots 
exceeding  in  value  six  hundred  dollars,  and  not 
exceeding  twelve  hundred  dollars. 

Fourth  class.  To  comprise  all  houses  and  lots 
exceeding  in  value  two  hundred  dollars,  and  not 


exceeding  in  value  two  thousand  dollars,  and  not 
exceeding  four  thousand  dollars. 
Sixth  ^ao.  To  comprise  all  hooMs  and  lots 


exceeding  in  value  four  thousand  dollars,  and  not 
exceeding  six  ihousaad  dollars. 

Serentn  class.  To  comprise  all  bouses  and  lots 
exceeding  in  value  six  thousand  dollars,  and  not 
exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Eighth  class.  To  comprise  all  houses  and  lot? 
exceeding  in  value  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  Mot 
exceeding  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

Ninth  class.  To  comprise  all  bouses  and  lots 
exceeding  iwenly-Gve  thousand  dollars. 

Notwithstanding  it  is  proposed  to  assess  ■  tax 
on  all  houses  eic^ing  the  value  of  eighty  dol- 
lars, yet  a  considerable  number  would  still  remain 
exempted.  It  is  probable,  however,  that,  if  the 
above-men lioned  rule  of  classification  should  be 
adopted,  five  hundred  thousand  houses  would  be 
inctudea. 

The  fotlowingectimaleof  the  number  of  houses 
of  each  class,  and  rate  of  assessment,  are  submit- 
ted to  the  c 


1st  class,  150,000  houses,  at  90  cents 

each S75.0W 

2d  class,  300,000  houses,  at  SI  50  each  300.000 

3d  class,  100,000  houses,  at  #3  00  each  300,000 

4th  class,  30,000  houses,  at  $6  00  each  180,000 

5th  class,  10.000  bouses,  at  (12  00  each  120,000 

Gih  clasK,  5.000  houses,  at  ^  00  each  lOO.OOO 

7ih  class,  3,000  houses,  at  $30  00  each  90.000 

8th  class,  1,500  houses,  at  860  00  each  90,000 

Sih  class,  500  houses,  at  $120  00  each  60.000 


Estimate  of  the  product  of  the  pro- 
posed Ui  on  houses  -  -  -  81,315,000 


II.  Of£fat>et.— A  tax  of  iwo  millions  of  dollars 
apportioned  to  the  aggrc^te  number  of  free  per- 
sons in  the  United  States,  and  to  two-fifiba  of  the 
number  of  slaves,  according  to  the  census,  would 
be  as  foUows : 
Proportion  of  3,231,631  free  per- 


Total 


♦2,000,000  00 


The  number  of  slaves  in  the  United  States  has, 
probably,  increased  since  the  time  when  the  cen- 
sus was  taken ;  but,  as  it  will  doubtless  be  deemed 
advisable  to  exempt  certain  descriptions,  especi- 
ally the  aged  and  infirm,  it  will  not  be  safe  to  cal- 
culate on  a  greater  number  than  six  hundred 
thousand  taxable  slaves.  A  tax  of  thirty-eight 
cents  on  each  slave,  may  be  calculated  to  pro- 
duce $328,000.  This  sum  nearly  corresponds  with 
the  ratio  of  assesament  to  staves,  according  lo  the 
Constiiutiun,  which  may  be  presumed  to  afford  a 
rule  equally  equitable  in  respect  to  individuals. 

III.   Cf  Lamb. 
According  lo  the  preceding  estimate, 

the  tax  on  houses,  as  proposed, 

would  produce     '-  -  .      81,315,000 

And  the  tax  on  slaves  -  -  238,000 
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Expenditurts  of  the  Executive  Departmeni*. 


AmouQtof  thepropoiedUx    -      $3,000,000 


The  sum  proposed  to  be  assessed  on  lands  will 
be  foDod  to  be  less,  in  proporlion  to  other  objects, 
than  would  he  payable  in  most  of  the  Stales,  if  Slate 
sfstems  shoula  be  adopted,  tl  must  also  appear  to 
be  a  lax  really  moderate,  when  the  immense  value 
of  that  species  of  properly  ia  the  United  Slates 
bduly  coDsidered.  The  variety  of  ihe  principles 
npon  which  the  State  assessments  have  been 
formed,  precludes,  however,  the  possibility  of  an 
estimate  of  the  probable  rate  of  assessment  in  the 
ditferent  States. 

To.ftcilitaie  the  receipt  of  the  tax  into  the 
Tmsnry;  to  exemplify  the  operatiot)  of  the  law 
upon  the  difiereni  onjecls  of  taxation ;  to  diminish 
i£e  risk  of  collection  ;  and  render  the  burden  as 
light  as  possible  to  individuals  ;  il  is  proposed  that 
ihe  proportions  to  be  laid  on  houses  and  slaves 
should  be  immediately  assessed  and  passed  to  the 
credit  of  the  respective  quotas  of  Stales.  While 
these  parts  of  the  tai  are  in  a  course  of  collection, 
arraDgemeois  can  he  made  for  taking  a  valuation 
of  the  lands,  and  apportioning  the  balances,  to  he 
collected  as  s  second  inaialment  of  the  proposed 
tat. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfecl  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  serrant, 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 

Hod.  Robebt  Goodloe  Harper, 

Chairman  Com'lee  Ways  and  Mean*. 


EIPENDITCRBS  OF   THE  EXECUTIVE   DE- 
PARTMENTS. 


appointed  to  inquire  and  report,  by  bill 


01  otherwiM,  "  whether  any,  and  what,  altereliong 
are  neceraai;  in  the  various  acta  ealabliihing  the 
EiecDtiT«  Departmente,  eo  &i  ai  relatei  to  the  man- 
net  of  diatribniing  the  mouOTe  apprapiiated  for  each, 
and  eetUuig  their  accatmta,  haling  allentively  uin- 
■idered  the  anbjeel,  and  conferred  with  Iha  beada  of 
thon  Dflpactmenta  in  which  it  was  auppoaed  that  an 
alteration  might  b«  neceanrj,  beg  leave  to  preaenl 
to  the  Honae,  aa  the  reanlt  <n  Iheii  inqoiiies,  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

The  first  of  the  now  existiag  Executive  Depart- 
meots,  established  under  the  Governraeat  of  the 
United  Slates,  was  the  Departmeui  of  War,  The 
act  for  erecting  ibis  Department,  passed  on  the  7lh 
ofAugust,  1769,  directs  that  the  head  of  it,  the  Sec- 
retary, "shall  perform  and  execuft  such  duties  as 
shall,  from  time  to  lime  he  entrusted  to  him  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  ,agreeably  to  the 
Constilalion.  relative  to  military  commissions,  or 
lo  the  land  or  naval  forces,  ships  or  warlike  stores 
of  the  United  Slates,  or  to  such  other  mailers  re- 


snectinir  military  or  naval  afiairs,  as  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales  shall  assign  to  the  said  De- 
parimeat  ;"but  no  provision  was  made  by  this  act, 
respecting  the  disDursement  of  moneys,  for  the 
use  of  this  Department,  or  the  settlement  of  its- 
accounts. 

On  Ihe  2d  of  September,  1789,  the  act  for  es- 
.lablishing  the  Treasury  Depaitment  was  passed. 
This  Department,  as  established  by  the  act  in  qaes- 
tion,  was  solely  a  department  of  finance ;  a  deparl- 
ment  for  improving,  superintending,  and  collect- 
ing, the  public  revenue :  adjusting  the  accounts 
of  public  expenditure,  end  paying  out  the  public 
moneys  pursuant  to  appropriations  by  law. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  were  assign- 
ed the  duties  of  digesting  and  preparing  plans.  Toi 
the  improvement  and  mauasement  of  the  revenue, 
and  the  support  of  the  pubTtc  credit;  of  superin- 
tending  the  collection  of  the  revenue ;  of  deciding 
on  the  forms  of  keeping  and  stating  accounts  and 
making  returns ;  of  granting  warrants  for  moneys 
lo  be  issued  from  the  Treasury,  pursuant  lo  appro- 

[iriaiions  by  law  ;  of  conducting  the  sale  of  public 
snds;  of  reporting  to  either  House  of  Congress, 
ou  subjects  referred  lo  him,  or  appertaining  to  his 
office;  and  of  performing  all  such  services,  respect- 
ing the  finances,  as  he  might  be  directed  to  pei- 
form.  Under  the  superintendence  of  this  cnief 
officer,  the  duties  incident  to  the  general  objects  of 
the  Department  are  divided  into  four  classes,  and 
assigned  to  the  Oomplroller,  the  Auditor,  ihe  Re- 
gister and  the  Treasurer. 

The  War  Deparlment  being,  therefore,  a  de> 

Sjrtmenl  solely  of  expenditure,  and  the  Treasury  a 
epariment  of  collection  and  account,  it  would 
seem  to  have  been  the  natural  and  proper  course, 
that  alt  sums  appropriated  by  law  for  tne  Depart- 
ment of  War,  should  bedrawnout  of  the  Treasury, 
by  the  head  of  that  Deparimeut,  and  expended 
solelv  under  his  direction.  He  would  then  have 
remained  exclusively  responsible  for  the  expendi- 
ture, not  only  as  lo  its  objects,  but  as  to  its  amount; 
he  would  not  onlv  have  judged  what  was  necessa- 
ry for  the  use  of  nis  Department,  in  every  various 
branch  of  the  service,  bul  he  would  have  procured 
all  the  supplies ;  and  the  accounts  in  their  minut- 
est details,  would  have  remained  under  his  coa- 
Irol,  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  have 
had  no  concern  with  the  War  Department,  further  , 
than  to  give  warrants  for  the  moneys  appropri- 
ated for  its  use,  and  to  take  care  that  tlieae  war- 
rants did  not  exceed  the  appropriations.  The 
amount  of  those  warrants  bein?  an  acquittal  lo  the 
Treasury  Department,  would  nave  constiiuted  a 
charge  against  the  Secretary  of  War ;  and  the  ac- 
counts of  their  expenditure,  made  under  his  sole 
direction,  and  finally  adjusted  by  the  Auditor  and 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  would  have  furnish- 
ed his  acquittal.  Thns  the  responsibility  of  each 
department,  as  well  as  its  operations  and  account*, 
would  have  been  distinct  and  entire. 

This  course,  however,  was  not  adopted.  On  the 
contrary,  the  duties  of  the  two  Departments,  TtAti- 
live  10  the  expenditure  of  moneys  for  ihe  military 
and  naval  service,  were  blended  together  in  prac- 
tice ;  bui  the  part  allotted  to  each  was  not  very 
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Expenditures  of  the  Extculive  DeparimenU. 


precisely  d 
staled  ihai 


efinei).  It  may  howcTer,  be  g^enerally 
0.11  cOQlracIs  for  rations,  clolhing,  and 
maeazine  supplies,  were  made  at  (be  Treasury, 
irhile  all  eipeoditures  for  other  objects  remained 
nnder  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  ofWar. 

On  this  fooriog  the  business  continued  till  ibe 
8th  of  May.  1792,  when  an  act  was  passed  "for 
making  allerations  !□  the  Treasury  and  War  De- 
partmenti." 

By  this  act,  the  office  of  "AccDUDianl  for  the 
War  Dapartmeni"  iscreaiol:  atid  the  Accounl' 
ant  is  charged  '■  with  the  ?eitlenient  of  all  accounts 
lelative  to  the  pay  of  the  Army;  the  subiiiatence  of 
officers :  bounties  to  soldiers ;  the  eipenses  of  the 
recruiting  service ;  and  the  incidental  and  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Department." 

The  act  then  goes  ot)  to  make  proTisions  to  the 
following  eHeci: 

1st.  T^ai  all  contracts  and  purchases  for  sup- 
pl^in^  the  Army  with  provisions,  clothing,  sup- 
plies in  the  Quartermasters'  department,  military 
■tores,  Indian  goods,  and  all  supplies  or  articles 
for  the  use  of  the  Department  of  War,  be  made 
nnder  the  direction  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
2d.  That  all  expenditures  for  the  pay  of  the 
Army  i  thesubsistence  of  officers;  bounties  of  sol- 
diers; the  expenses  of  the  recruiting  service;  and 
the  incidental  and  conlingent  expenses  of  the  De- 
partment of  War;  shall  be  made  in  pursuance  of 
warrants  from  the  Becretarv  of  War,  ont  of  mo- 
neys previously  ordered  for  tne  use  ol  the  said  De- 
partment, by  warrants  from  the  Treasury. 

Hence  ii  results,  that  the  expenditures  for  the 
War  Department  fall  under  two  general  divisions: 
diose  for  suptilies  of  ail  kind,  and  those  for  ser- 
vices and  contingent  expenses. 

Th«  expendimres  of  the  first  class,  instead  of 
being  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  ac- 
eoanted  for  by  him,  are  under  the  management  of 
the  Treasury  Depanment,  the  Secreury  of  which 
is  converted  into  an  agent  of  the  Depart_ment  of 
War,  for  this  purpose,  The  business  is  conduct- 
ed in  the  followjng  manner:  The  Secretary  of 
War  informs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by 
letter,  what  supplies  are  necessary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  of  what  nature,  when  wanted,  and, 
in  some  instances,  where  to  be  delivered;  and  also 
fiirnishes  the  necessary  samples,  patterns,  forms, 
,  and  models.  The  Secretary  of  (he  Treasury  is 
then  bound  to  comply  with  the  demand  of  the 
War  Department,  to  the  extent  of  appropriations 
which  have  been  made  Ijy  law,  and  the  Purveyor 
of  Public  Supplies,  whose  office  was  instituted  by 
a  subsequent  act,  is  the  organ  of  execution,  under 
his  direction. 

Two  modes  of  procuring  those  supplies  are  in 
nte  at  the  Treasury :  contract  and  purchase. 

Contrscts  are,  also,  of  two  descriptions:  the 
Ur^r,  such  as  those  for  clothing  and  provisions, 
which  are  executed  by  the  Secretary  or  the  Trea- 
sury himself,  and  distinct  accounts  of  which  are 
opened  in  the  public  books ;  and  the  smaller,  such 
as  those  of  occasional  supplies,  which  ate  coiiclud- 
ed  by  the  Purveyor,  and  comprised  in  the  general 
settlement  of  his  accounts. 
Purchases  of  supplies,  when  ihey  can  be  effected 


of  (jkivernroent,  are  made  by  the  Pot- 
veyor;  and  ihis  it  his  chief  employment.  For 
purchases  in  the  country,  and  for  procaring  occi- 
sionel  supplies  at  military  and  recruiting  posts 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  employs  the  aiea- 
cy  of  the  supervisors  and  the  collectors  ofiht 


;  posts. 


The  accounts  of  the  Purveyor  and  all  igetits 
and  coniraeiort,  for  procuritig  or  furnishing  sup- 
plies, are  settled  at  the  Treasury,  without  say 
i^ency  or  interference  of  the  War  Department 
They  pass  first  under  the  examination  of  the  Au- 
ditor, who  reports  them  to  the  CompttoUei,  ud 
his  decision  on  them  is  final. 

When  supplies  are  procured  and  delivered,  ac- 
cording to  tlte  requisitions  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, (hey  become,  from  (hat  time,  subject  to  ibe 
disposal  of  The  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  duty 
and  responsibility  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieaso- 

The  second  class  of  expenditures  in  the  Depan- 
ment of  War,  those  for  services  and  coatingent 
expenses,  including  the  pay  of  the  Army,  subsist- 
ence of  officers,  bounties,  recruiting,  protection  of 
the  frontiers,  dtc,  are  made  under  the  sole  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  mosey  for 
these  objects  is  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury,  in  the 
following  manner: 

The  Secretary  of  War  addresses  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  requesting  an  advance 
of  money  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Slates, 
in  his  capacity  as  treasurer  for  the  War  Dcpiri- 
raent.  This  letter  specifies  the  sum  wanted,  and 
the  head  of  appropriation  under  which  it  is  tole 
applied.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  com- 
plies with  this  request,  to  the  extent  of  the  appro- 
priations which  have  been  made  by  law.  A  wa> 
rant  for  the  proper  sum,  signed  by  the  Secceiaiy. 
countersigned  by  the  Comptroller,  and  reeaided 
by  the  Register,  is  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  of  (he 
United  States,  in  favor  of  himself,  as  treasurer  for 
the  War  Department.  The  warrant  being  pail 
the  amount  is  charged  to  the  War  DepanmeDL  in 
the  hooks  of  the  Treasury,  and  from  that  time  re 
mains  subject  to  the  disposal  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  who  draws  it  out.  st  occasions  may  requite, 
by  warrants  signed  by  himself,  and  eaanlersigned 
by  the  Accountant. 

An  account  of  all  these  warrants  is  kept  by  the 
Accountant,  and  to  him  all  the  accounts  for  tbc 
expenditure  of  the  moneys  drawn  under  (hem. 
are  rendered  in  the  first  instance.  He  tdjusti 
these  accounts,  and  reports  tfaem,  like  all  other 
accounts  of  public  expenditure,  to  the  Auditor  of 
the  Treasury.  From  him  they  pass  tothe Comp- 
troller, whose  decision  on  them  is  final. 

In  this  last  branch,  therefore,  of  the  eipendi' 
tures  of  the  Department  of  War,  the  agency,  con- 
trol, and  responsibility  of  that  Department,  art 
complete,  ana  the  accounts  are  trasceptiUe  of  t 
clear  and  distAict  division  and  adjustment.  Tb( 
Secretary  of  War  draws  from  the  Treasury  ikc 
moneys  appropriated  by  law,  expends  them,  tiil 
accounts  for  them.  In  (his  expenditure  and  «■ 
count,  the  Accountant  of  the  Department  is  1^ 
agent,  and  his  aceonnts  b«ing  maae  npaodstttid 
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FoitutfioR  of  Land  and  DmeUing-Hmte: 


by  ibe  Accountaal, are submilted,  with  hisvoucb- 
eis,  to  the  Auditor  and  Comptroller  of  [tie  Trea- 
sury, and  by  them  finally  settled,  like  the  accounts 
of  all  other  persona  entrusted  with  public  money. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  no  further 
coQcern  in  the  business  ihao  to  pay  out,  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  the  moneys  appropriated  by 
law  for  that  Departmeut.  Here  ia  a  perfect  and 
entire  responsibility  in  each :  in  one,  that  the  pub- 
lic money  ia  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  accordiug 
10  law;  ID  the  other,  that,  when  p«id  out,  it  is  ex- 
pended accordioK  to  law. 

Bat  in  the  other  great  branches  of  these  ex- 
peaditures,  those  which  relate  to  stores  and  sup- 
|>lies  of  alt  kinds,  for  the  use  of  the  Military  De- 
partment, there  is  a  divided,  auJ,  consequently,  an 
imperfect  responsibility,  and  an  incomplete  inter- 
fering agency.  The  Secretary  of  War  Judges 
what  supplies  or  stpres  are  necessary ;  but,  instead 
of  directing  them  to  be  procured,  and  drawing 
money  out  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  for  them,  he 
informs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  they 
ire  wauted,  and  he  must  procure  them.  Thus 
the  first  officer  is  responsible  for  the  necessity  of 
the  supplies,  and  (he  second  for  their  price,  quali- 
ty, and  due  delivery.  The  moneys  appropriated 
for  the  War  Department  are  expended  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury ;  and  he  is  converted,  as 
&r  as  respects  these  expenditures,  into  a  subordi- 
nate agent  of  the  Department  of  War.  The  sup- 
plies are  purchased  for  one  purpose,  and  charged 
to  the  correspondiiig  head  of  appropriation.  When 
daeed  in  the  public  stores,  they  are  lovmd  useful 
for  another  purpose,  and  accounted  for  under  an- 
other head.  The  Secretary  of  War,  who  uses 
them,  does  not  know  to  what  account  they  are 
chaised ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 
purchases  and  charges  them,  does  not  know  lor 
what  purpose  thejr  are  used.  Hence  must  result 
an  endless  confusion  and  uncertaiaty  in  the  ac- 
counts, and  it  becomes  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
to  ascertain  what  expenses  are  incurred  tor  any 
narticalar  branch  of  the  military  service.  The 
Secretary  of  War  cannot  be  responsible  for  the 
expenditure  of  the  moneys  appropriated  for  his 
Department,  since  be  does  not  know  at  what  rate 
(he  necessary  supplies  are  procured.  Neither  can 
he  be  responsible  for  the  due  performance  of  the 
service,  for  it  does  not  depend  upon  him  to  take 
care  (hat  the  supplies  are  procured,  either  in  due 
time,  in  the  necessary  quantities,  or  of  a  proper 
qpality.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  cannot  be  responsible  for  the  due  eze- 
eation  of  the  public  service,  since  it  does  not  de- 
pend upon  him  to  cause  the  supplies  which  have 
neen  procured  to  be  properly  used. 

The  Secretary  of^tbe  Treasury,  moreover,  be- 
ing thus  employed  in  duties  whicn  belong  to  an- 
other department,  mav  be  prevented,  by  the  bur- 
densome nature  of  those  duties,  from  applying 
himself,  with  proper  effect,  to  the  peculiar  objects 
of  his  own ;  which  are  the  snperintendence,  im- 
provement, and  collection,  of  the  public  rere- 
nue — duties  sufficiently  extensive  and  important 
to  occupy,  exclusively,  the  attentioB  of  any  one 
person. 


All  the  ohiervaiions  which  have  been  made, 
with  respect  to  the  Department  of  War,  apply 
with  equal  force  to  the  Department  of  the  Navy, 
the  dunes  of  which  were  originally  committed  to 
the  War  Department,  and  are  still  subject  to  the 
proTisious  of  the  act  of  May  8(h,  1792.  The  ex- 
tensive operations  which  may  be  expected  in  this 
Department,  and  the  great  increase  of  public  busi- 
ness which  IS  likely  to  result,  from  the  actual  state 
ofpublicBffairs,wUl,  ills  eppreheoded, add  greatly 
(o  the  inconveniences  resulting  from  the  present 

These  inconveniences  the  committee  suppose 
may  be  removed,  or  greatly  obviated,  by  adopting 
a  new  arrangement,  with  respect  to  expenditures 
for  supplies,  and  placing  them  on  the  same  foot- 
ing with  the  expenditures  for  services.  They  pro- 
pose, also  to  establish  the  office  of  Accountant  in 
the  Department  of  the  Navy;  to  place  the  Pur- 
veyor of  Public  Supplies  under  the  direction  of 
the  Navy  and  War  Depariments,  and  to  direct 
that  the  moneys,  appropriated  for  those  Depart- 
ments be  accounted  for,  under  such  separate  heads 
of  appropriation,  as  will  give  aclearview  of  the 
amount  expended  in  eacb  branch  of  the  public 

In  this  manner  the  duties  and  the  responsibility 
of  each  Deparimant  will  be  rendered  distinct  and 
entire,  each  will  be  confined  within  ils  proper 
sphere,  and  the  accounts  of  public  expenditure 
will  be  kept  with  order,  precision,  and  clearness. 

In  conformity  to  these  ideas,  and  pursuant  to 
the  power  given  to  them  by  the  House,  the  Com- 
mittee herewith  report  a  bill  containing  the  regu- 
lations which  they  think  it  expedient  to  adopt. 


VALUATION  OP  LAND  AND  DWELLING- 
HOUSES. 

rCommunicaled  to  the  Houm  of  RepicMntative*,  Jon- 

uaiy  31,  I7B9.] 
The  CommittM  of  Ways  and  Heani,  initrncted,  by  a 
reaolntion  or  the  9lh  iustuit,  to  inquire  and  report, 
by  bill  or  otharwise,  whalhei  anj,  and  what,  amsnd- 
ments  are  DMessar;  to  be  made  in  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  met  to  provide  for  the  valnation  of  lands  and 
dwelling-houses,  and  the  eanioeiBtion  of  staves  with- 
in the  United  Slates,"  have  attended  carefully  to 
that  subject,  and  agreed  to  the  following  report; 
which  they  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Houu : 

The  attention  of  the  committee  has  been  par- 
ticularly directed  to  two  parts  of  the  act  under 
which,  as  far  as  they  have  been  able  to  learn,  the 
difficulties  yet  standing  in  the  way  of  its  execu- 
tion have  arisen:  that  which  relates  to  the  duty 
and  compensation  of  assessors,  and  that  respecting 
the  description  of  dwelling  houses. 

As  to  the  first,  it  appears  Chat,  although  proper 
persons  have,  in  several  Slates,  been  prevailed  on 
to  act  as  assessors,  at  the  present  rate  of  compen- 
sation, yet  instances  have  occurred  in  important 
and  extensive  districts,  where  it  has  been  found 
impossible  to  procure  proper  assessors  on  account 
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of  ibe  smallness  of  the  compeDsalioas )  and  that 
this  difficulty  may  be  apprehended,  perhaps  in  aa 
increased  degree,  io  some  States  where  the  ap- 

Einlinent  of  assessors,  as  far  as  is  now  known, 
s  not  yet  been  attempted.  The  committee  have 
been  able  [o  perceive  no  other  remedy  for  it,  than 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Presideal,  to  increase  tae  com- 
pensations of  assessors.  Id  those  ca»es  where  he 
may  find  it  neceasary — so,  however,  as  ihal  do  as- 
sessor, principal  or  assistaul,  shall  receive  more 
than  two  dollars  per  day,  in  the  whole ;  and  this 
measure  ihey  recommend  to  the  House. 

It  further  appears,  thai  difficulty  and  delay 
arise  from  the  want  of  a  provision  for  clerks  to 
the  principal  assessors,  whose  duty,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  law,  is  very  important,  and  must  often 
require  a  degree  of  skill  in  accounts,  not  always 
possessed  by  persons  otherwise  perfectly  well  qual' 
iBed  for  that  office.  The  committee,  therefore, 
conceive  that  a  clerk  ought  to  be  allowed  to  each 
principal  assessor,  his  compensation  not  to  exceed 
one  dollar  per  day  while  actually  employed,  and 
his  accounts  to  be  settled  like  those  or  the  assess- 
ors, by  the  Board  of  Commissioners, 

The  committee  also  find,  that  some  incoi_  . 
niences  have  already  been  experienced  from  the 
shortness  of  time  allowed  to  principal  assessors 
for  receiving  appeals,  and  that  more  mar  be  prob- 
ably exnected.  This  time,  as  fixed  by  the  act,  is 
fifteen  days,  and  the  Commissioners  hare  no  power 
to  extend  it  in  any  case.  Such  a  power  the  com- 
mittee suppose  it  would  be  proper  to  give  them. 

It  has  also  been  suggested,  that  the  lime  allow- 
ed by  the  act  for  (he  assistant  assessors  to  make 
their  returns,  which  is  thirty  days,  ts  too  short, 
and  ought  to  be  extended ;  or,  at  least,  that  the 
CotnmissioDers  ought  to  be  rested  wiin  a  power 
to  extend  it;  but,  luis  idea  has  been  rejected  by 
the  committee,  for  reasons  detailed  in  a  letter  from 
the  Secrelary  of  the  Treasury,  which  is  annexed 
to  this  report,  and  whereto    they  beg  leave  to 

Under  the  second  head,  the  description  of  dwell- 
iiig-houEes,  the  committee  find  that  the  provision 
ot  the  law  which  requires  that  the  lists  to  be  de- 
lirered  by  individuals  to  assistaul  assessors,  shall 
contain  '^  the  number  and  dimensions  of  windows' 
in  every  dwelling-house,  has  given  rise  to  much 
discontent  in  several  parts  of  the  country,  and  to 
considerable  consequent  embarrassment  in  ob- 
taining the  lists.  This  discontent  has  proceeded, 
in  part,  from  the  trouble  which  people  find  in 
measuring  their  windows,  and  in  a  much  greater 
degree,  from  an  apprehension,  among  the  country 
people,  that  this  return  of  windows  was  intended 
aslne  ground-work  of  a  window  tax.  Wholly  un- 
fonnded  as  this  apprehension  is,  it  has  produced 
already  embarrassing  effects.  The  return  of  the 
number  and  dimensions  of  windows  in  each 
dwelling-house  was  required  in  order  to  furnish 
the  Commissioners,  who  are  to  judge  of  the  valu- 
ations in  the  last  resort,  with  as  many  and  as  cer- 
tain criterions  as  possible  for  guiding  their  judg- 
ment, in  respect  to  dwelling-Rouses,  which  it  is 
abwlutety  impossible  for  them  to  inspect  individ- 


ually ;  and  it  was  conceived  that  the  nuinber  and 
dimensions  of  the  windows  in  a  dwelling-house, 
'd,  in  general,  afford  a  pretty  just  criterion  of 
ilue.  But  further  inquiry  aud  consiJe ration 
induced  the  committee  io  believe,  that  any 
information  to  be  obtained  from  these  returns,  wifl 
be  far  less  useful  in  guiding  ihe  judgment  of  the 
Commissioners,  than  was  at  first  supposed  ;  since 
the  number  and  size  of  the  windows  varies  so 
much,  according  to  taste,  situation,  fashion,  and 
other  circumstances)  while  the  iucoaveniences 
resultine  from  the  measure  are  real  and  considera- 
ble. They  are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  so  much 
of  the  act  as  requires  that  each  list  shall,  in  re- 
spect to  dwelling-houses,  contain  the  ''  number  and 
dimensions  of  windows,"  ongbl  to  be  repealed. 

Pursuant  to  these  ideas,  the  committee  have 
prepared  a  bill,  which  they  herewith  present  to 
the  House. 

Theascby  Depaktmeht, 

January  18th,  1799. 

Sib.-  On  the  subject  of  that  part  of  roar  letter 
of  the  11th  instant,  relatine  to  the  *'  Act  provide 
ing  for  the  valuation  of  lands  and  d'welliag- 
houses,  and  the  enumeration  of  slaves,"  I  have 
the  honor  to  observe, 

1st,  That  the  appointments  of  Commissioners 
and  assessors,  under  the  act  above  mentiooed.ap- 
pear  not  to  have  been  accepted  in  any  part  of  the 
United  States  with  a  view  to  emolument.  By  ap- 
pealing to  the  patriotism  of  Ihe  country,  men  of 
lalenls  and  respectability  hare  generally  beea 
found,  who  are  wilting  to  discharge  the  duties  en- 
joined by  the  law-  Some  delays  were  experienced 
in  consequence  of  the  sickness  in  the  cities,  and 
by  resignations  of  a  nnmbet  of  the  gentlemen  who 
were  first  named  as  Commissioners ;  the  Tacancies 
are  now  presumed  to  be  all  filled  by  persons  who 
will  serve;  and  great  prtwress  has  been  made  in 
the  valuations  in  most  of  the  States.  The  gr^- 
est  delays  hare  arisen  in  the  distant  Stales  of 
Kentucky,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and 
Georgia. 

So  far  as  information  has  been  received,  [he 
appointments  of  assessors  are  understood  to  have 
been  well  filled ;  but  there  are  several  parts  of  the 
country,  though  of  comparatively  small  extent, 
where  obstacles,  apparently  insurmountable,  have 
been  experienced  trom  the  insufficiency  of  the 
compensations.  From  the  most  Southern  States, 
no  information  of  the  appointment  of  assessors 
has  been  yet  received,  and  great  difficulties  are 
represented  as  likely  to  arise  in  that  quarter,  li. 
therefore, appears  to  be  expedient  to  appropriaiea 
sum  of  money,  subject  to  the  disposal  of  the  Pret- 
ident,  to  be  applied  in  augmenting  the  compensa- 
tions in  such  cases  as  he  soall  judge  necessary  ^ 
expedient. 

Sd.  The  period  of  thirty  days  will,  in  uios: 
cases,  be  sufficient  for  taking  the  lists  of  individo- 
als,  and  delivering  them  to  the  principal  asses- 
ors ;  aud  some  time  ought  to  be  prescribed,  withia 
which  the  business  should  be  performed.  It  is. 
however,  understood,  that  the  doings  of  the  asses*- 
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OK  will  be  Tolid,  though  doi  pedbnnciJ  wiihia 
ibiriy  days;  and  that  ihejr  will  he  entitled  tocoiU' 
peosatioQ  for  such  lime  u  may  be  really  necessa- 
TV,  and  during  which  they  may  be  diligently  em- 
ployed. The  CommissioDeis  will  judge,  aceord- 
ing  to  the  circnmstaDces  of  each  case,  whether  the 
penalty  imposed  by  the  seveuleenih  section  has, 
or  has  Dot,  btea  incurred,  and  will  be  governed 
BCCOrdiDgly. 

3d.  The  direction  in  the  9th  section,  requiring 
a  particular  description  of  dwelliog-houses,  and 
other  buildings,  particularly  in  respect  (o  the  num- 
ber and  dimensioni  of  windows,  has  occasioned 
considerable  discontent ;  the  unpopularity  and  la- 
bor occasioned  by  the  necessity  of  this  detail,  has 
been  already  encountered  in  the  Eastern  States ; 
but  as  much  remains  to  be  done  in  the  Middle  and 
Southern  States,  as  the  popular  objectinns  are  rep- 
resented to  be  very  erabarrassing  to  the  asseaaors, 
particularly  in  FenosyWania,  it  is  respectfully  sug- 
gested to  be  expedient  to  vary  the  law,  so  as  to 
require  no  other  than  a  general  deseription  of 
dwelling-houses,  and  other  buildings,  with  their 
rilue. 

4tb.  The  term  of  fifteen  days  appears  to  be  suf- 
ficient, as  a  geneivl  rale,  for  the  purpose  of  receiv- 
ing appeals ;  and  the  lime  for  determining  them 
is  deemed  to  be  discretionary,  under  the  direetion 
of  the  Commissioners.  No  objection,  however, 
occurs  against  vesting  an  authority  to  prolong  the 
time  for  receiving  appeals  in  special  cases. 

1  apprehend  greater  difficulties  from  the  trouble 
and  expense  which  will  attend  the  calculation  of 
the  sums  to  be  paid  by  individuals,  according  to  the 
act  imposing  a  direct  tax,  than  from  any  cause 
whatever ;  and  I  fear  that,  in  some  quarters  of  the 
country,  they  will  greatly  retard  the  final  exeeu' 
tioD  of  the  law.  If  it  shall  be  thought  expedient 
to  attempt  a  reconsideration  and  revisal  of  tbe 
act,  and  it  shall  be  agreeable  to  the  committee,  1 
will  particularly  explain  my  sentiment*  on  this 

For  the  purpose  of  general  information  in  re- 
spect to  the  details  of  the  valuations.  1  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  copies  of  two  circular  letters  to 
the  CommissioDers,  dated  the  7th  of  August,  and 
Blh  of  September,  1798. 

1  have  the  honor  lo  be,  with  perfect  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 

The  Hon.  R.  6.  Harper,  Esq., 
Chairman  Committee  of  Wayi  and  Mean*. 


MINT. 


[Commanieated  to  CongTSM,  Jan.  31, 1T99.] 
Genilemen  of  the  Senate,  aad 

GertlUmen  of  the  Hoiue  of  R^raentaimi  i 

1  have  received  a  report  from  the  Direcli 

the  Mint,  on  the  state  of  the  business  committed 

to  his  superintendence,  and  a  statement  of  the 

coinage  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  for  the 


year  1798,  which  it  is  proper  to  lay  before  Con- 
gress. JOHN  ADAMS. 
Jandakv  31,  1709. 

To  the  Prttidenl  of  the  Untied  Statee  : 

The  Director  of  the  Mint  thinks  it  his  duty  lo 
review  his  annual  repor[  on  the  slate  of  the  busi- 
ness commiited  to  his  superintendence,  fur  the  in- 
formation of  the  Government. 

With  pleasure  he  refers  the  President  to  the  en- 
closed returns  of  issues  of  the  several  species  of 
coin  from  the  Mint,  since  the  firs!  of  January, 
1708;  during  which  time  the  coinage  *has  been 
slopped  near  three  months,  occasioned  by  the  late 
calamiioUB  fever,  and  thedecayof  some  of  the  ma- 
chinery. Yet,  by  these  returns,  it  will  appear  that 
the  comage  of  gold  amounts,  in  value,  to  205,610 
doUarij  that  of  silver  to  330,391dollRrs;  and  that 
of  copper,  to  9,797  dollars ;  in  the  whole,  amount- 
ing  to  545,696  dollars;  exceeding,  in  value,  nearly 
double  what  has  ever  been  coined  at  the  Mint  in 
any  one  preceding  year,  and  increases  the  whole 
amount  of  the  coinage,  since  the  commencement 
of  the  business,  in  October.  1794,  to  483,345  dol- 
lars, in  gold;  792,643  dollars,  75  cents,  in  silver; 
and  41,004  dollars,  74  cents,  in  copper;  amount- 


has  no  doubt  but  there  will  be  a  full  supply  of  sil- 
ver bullion  for  the  ensuing  year,  at  the  present  es- 
tablishment of  the  Mint;  and  the  frequent  depos- 
ices  of  gold,  give  him  encouiagemeut  to  suppose 
a  proportionate  supply  of  that  precious  metal  will 
be  kept  up.  The  present  arrangement,  with  re- 
gard to  copper  coin,  will  enable  tne  Director,  dur- 
mg  the  course  of  the  next  Summer,  to  supply  any 
demand  that  is  likely  to  be  made  for  cents,  and  at 
present  there  are  a  considerable  number  on  hand- 

The  Director  cannot,  with  propriety,  close  this 
report,  without  mentioning  that,  during  the  last 
Summer,  a  scheme  was  discovered  for  robbing  the 
Mint,  by  persons  out  of  it,  in  concert  with  a  per- 
son employed  in  the  Mint ;  and  although  the  of- 
fenders have  been  delected,  prosecuted,  and  pun- 
ished, yet  it  fully  justifies  Ine  observations  hereto- 
fore offered  to  the  President,  on  the  unprotected 
state  of  the  Mint,  to  which  the  Director  begs  leave 
lo  refer. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Pres- 
ident. 

ELIAS  BOUDINOT,  DireOor. 
Mint  of  the  United  States, 

January  3, 1790. 

StatemeiU  of  the  Coinage  at  the  Mint  of  the  Unil^ 
ed  atatetjor  the  year  1798. 


7,974  Uagies 
24^7  Half  Eagles    •  - 
614  Quarter  Eagles  - 


«79,740 

124,335 

1,535 


329,536  DolUiri        -        -        *  8327,538 
27,550  Dimes         -       -  2,755 
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Eqtiaiization  of  the  Dutiet  oh  ImporUfrom  htdia. 


BENJAMIN  RUSH. 
UiKT  OP  THE  United  States. 

TVeowtrer"*  Office,  Jan.  3.  1799. 


[Commonkated  to  th«  Senate,  Febrauy  38,  1799] 
The  BecietBij  of  the  Treuory,  to  whom  waa  referred, 
hj  order  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slatei,  on  Che 
S4th  of  Maf,  1798,  the  peUtion  of  William  Gray,  Jr. 
and  other  mraehanti  of  the  Stale  of  MastachDMtte, 
ni^>ectfullj  aabmiti  the  Ibllowing  report : 
The    petitioners   are  merchants   conceraed   in 
trade  between  the  United  Slates  and  the  British 
East  Indies;  the  stock  exported  by  them  from  the 
United  States  consisted  principally  of  Spanish 
milled  dollars;  these  dollars  were  invested,  at  Cal- 
cutta, in  merchandi!>e,  at  the  rale  and  exchange  of 
two  hundred  and  fifteen  sicca  rupees  for  one  hun 
dred  Spanish  dollars.    By  the  40ih  seciion  of  thi 
collection  law,  passed  on  the  4(h  of  August,  1790, 
the  rupee  of  Bengal,  by  which  the  sicca  rupee,  a 
coin  of  India,  is  supposed  to  have  been  intended, 
is  valued  at  fif^y-fiTe  and  a  half  cents,  in  money 
of  the  United  States. 

The  Collector  of  the  Customs  at  Salem  required 
the  petitioners  to  exhibit  the  original  cost  of  the 
merchandise  imported  by  them,  in  sicca  rupees,  to 
which  he  added  twenty  per  cent,,  pursuant  to  the 
direction  in  the  39th  section  of  the  collection  law, 
and  upon  this  amount  of  rupees,  reduced  to  money 
of  the  United  Slates,  at  the  rate  of  fifty-five  and  a 
half  cents  per  rupee,  theodtxi/oreTndutv  of  twelve 
and  a  half  per  cent,  has  been  demanded. 

The  petitioners  represent  the  value  of  the  rupee, 
as  declared  in  the  collection  law,  to  be  excessive  ; 
and  as  the  goods  imported  by  them  were  in  fact 
purchased  with  Spanish  dollars,  they  request  that 
they  may  allowed  to  exhibit  the  cost  of  the  said 
goods  in  dollars,  and  to  pay  duties  accordingly. 
They  further  represent,  that  this  indulgence  nas 
been  ffreuted  in  some  ports  of  the  United  States., 
and  that  they  have  been  injured  by  the  unequal 
construction  of  the  law  in  difierent  officers. 

The  Secretary  has  examined  the  subject,  and 
is  satisSed  that  the  petition  contains  a  candid 
sta'tement  of  all  the  facts  within  the  knowledge  of 
thepe  tit  loners. 

The  following  is  an  illustration  of  the  mode  of 
calculation  adopted  by  the  collsctor,  and  also  of 
the  proposed  suttstitute. 

Ist.  By  the  rule  adopted  by  the  collector,  the  Span- 
ish dollars  were  reduced  to  rupees, 
at  the  current  market  value;  or,  as 
in  the   case   stated  in   the   petition, 
.lOOdollarswerevalued,  in  rupees,  at  A.  215  00 


To  which  20  pet  cent,  v 
cording  to  the  39th  at 
collection  law,  ot 


.ff.  258  00 


The  above  sum  of  258  rupees,  reduced 
to  money  of  the  United  States,  at 
finy-fiveandahalf  cents  per  rupee,  is 
equal  to        -  -  -  -      $143  19 

Upon  which  a  duly  of  twelve  and  a  half 
per  cent,  being  computed,  produced 
lo  the  revenue,  for  the  proceeds  of 
100  dollars,  invested  in  merchandise, 
at  the  exchange  of  215  rupees  per 

100  dollars,  the  snm  of  -  -  17  % 

2d.  But  the  rule  suggested  by  the  petiliooei? 
woold  give  the  following  result: 
Original  investment,  in  dollars,  -        100  00 

To  which  add  twenty  i>er  cent,  accor- 
dins  to  the  39th  secticm  of  the  col- 
lection law,  -  -  -  -  20  00 


Then 


tl20  OO 

of  duty,  at  twelve  and  a  half 

per  cent,  computed  on  120  dollars, 

would  give  to  the  revenue  only^        -  15  00 

Tha  question  under  consideration  is  important. 
both  to  the  revenue  and  to  the  merchants :  for  if 
the  principles  assumed  by  the  petitioners  are  cor- 
rect, an  excess,  amounting  to  nearly  one-fifth  of 
the  legal  duties,  has  been  demanded. 

The  Secretary,  in  the  course  of  his  inquiries  on 
this  subiect,  has  ascertained  the  following  facts: 

IsC.  That  doUccra  are  not  considered  as  memqi 
in  Bengal,  and  that  the  price  is  variable ;  that.  iH 
late,  dulars  have  been  worth  from  812  to  215  sic- 
ca rupees  per  100  dollars. 

2d.  That  tberearevariouskindtd' money  known 
in  India,  under  the  general  denomination  of  ru- 
pees; of  which  the  sicca  rupee,  a  real  coia,  is  on- , 
derstood  to  be  the  standard. 

3d.  That,  by  assays  at  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States,  the  extrinsic  value  of  the  sicca  mpee. 

hen  compared  with  money  of  the  United  States. 

found  to  be  forty-seven  cents. 

4tb.  That  the  current  rupee  is  an  ideal  money 
or  accounl.  the  value  of  which  is  sixteen  per  cent 
below  that  of  the  sicca  rupee. 

5th.  That  the  accounts  of  the  Elast  India  Com- 
\  kept  in  current  rupees;  that  formerly. 
sent  to  the  United  States  were  made  o«i 
ime  currency,  but  that,  latterly,  invoices 
are  made  out  in  sicca  rupees,  it  having  been  un- 
derstood that  the  duties  imposed  by  the  Jaws  of  the 
United  States  were  granted  with  reference  to  tbai 
description  of  money. 

6th.  That  bills  of  exchange  on  London.  payaUe 
from  six  to  fifteen  months  aner  sight,  have  of  late 
years  been  negotiated  at  Ben^,  at  variotis  raiet. 
from  two  ahilliDgs  to  two  shillings  and  sixpence 
sterling,  per  current  rupee. 

7th.  That  the  pagoda  of  India  is  valued,  ia  the 
collection  law,  at  one  dollar  and  nineiy-foiu  cents. 
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whereat,  the  inlriDstG  value  of  this  coin  is  found, 
bf  assays  ai  the  Mini,  to  be  no  more  than  one  dol- 
]»T  uid  seventy  cents. 

Tlie  Secretary  is  of  opiaioa  that,  uotwithstaiid- 
iog  ilie  rnjiee  and  pagoda  of  India  are  estimated 
abore  thejr  ialriasic  value,  when  compared  with 
coins  of  the  United  States,  yet,  that  the  rule  now 
established  cannot  be  inequUabU,  because  i(  is 
from  its  nature  itnariabU,  and  must  at  all  limes 
subject  merchants,  who  purchase  of  the  same  qual- 
ity, at  one  price,  in  Iadia,tothe  payment  ot  the 
same  amount  of  dutiej  in  the  United  Sutes. 
these  coins  should  be  estimated  at  a  less  value  than 
at  present,  no  other  coniequeoce  would  follow 
than  a  reduction  of  the  present  established  rates  of 
duties,  which,  considering  the  nature  of  the  trade, 
eauaot  be  deemed  excessive. 

The  rule  sn|;ge$ted  by  the  petitioners,  of  consid- 
ering the  value  of  our  vumey,  or  even  of  foreign 
money,  in  the  United  State*,  as  the  criterion  for 
determining  the  cost  of  merchandise  in  foreign 
couatria,  appears  to  be  Inadmissible ;  gold  and  sil- 
ver, when  exported,  can  be  considered  in  no  other 
ri^ht  than  as  merchandim,  without  subverting  that 
principle  of  the  revenae  laws  which  has  establish- 
ed foreign  currencies,  or  moneys  of  account,  at 
(he  criteria  for  computing  the  duties  ad  valorem. 
The  consequences  of  an  abandonment  of  this 
principle  might,  on  some  occasions,  exceedingly 
embarrass  commerce,  by  causing  a  Kudden  export- 
ation of  the  specie  caoital  of  the  country ;  at  any 
rate,  the  revenue  would  fluctuate  with  toe  course 
of  exchange  and  the  variations  of  the  prices  of  our 
exports  in  foreign  markets.. 

The  Secretary  finds  that  a  few  entries  were  ad- 
mitted at  New  York,  on  which  the  invoice  prices 
of  India  merchandise  were  computed  in  dollars; 
the  mistake  was,  however,  soon  discovered,  and 
corrected.  As,  therefore,  the  petitioners  will,  in 
future,  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from  an  une- 
qual opereration  of  the  law,  the  Secretary  is  of 
opinion  that  the  interposition  of  the  Legislature, 
in  this  case,  is  not  expedieuL 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 
Tbeaboby  DePAHTMEtrr,  Ftbruan/  27, 1799. 


REPORT 


From  the  Bccietai?  of  the  Traaiory,  of  the  soma  n 
isr;  lobe  appropriated  for  the  wnicaof  the  jeu  1799. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respecifuUy  re- 
ports to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  that,  for  the  service  of  the  vear  1799, 
the  following  appropriations,  as  detailed  in  the 
estimates  herewith  transmitted,  appear  to  be  ne- 
cessary : 

For  the  Civil  List,  or  the  support  of 
Government,  including  the  con  it  n- 
geni  expenses  of  the  several  De- 
partments and  offices,  the  sum  of  1504,206  63 
For  defraying  tfa«  compensation  of 
clerks  in  the  several  Loan  Offices, 
and  for  books  and  stationery  as 


hereiofoie  allowed  by  temporary 
acts  of  Congress,  the  last  of  which 
wilt  expire  at  the  close  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  .        -        .         . 

For  the  payment  of  annuities  and 
grants, 

For  the  support  of  the  Mint  Estab- 

Fot  the  expenses  of  interconrte  with 
foreign  nations,  including  a  sum 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  esti- 
loated  as  being  requisite  for  the 
relief  of  destitute  seamen,  and  ex- 
clusive of  the  annual  appropriar 
tion  of  forty  thousand  dtulars,  au- 
thorized by  the  act  of  March  19tli, 
1798, 

For  the  payment  of  expenses  inci- 
dent to  the  treaties  with  Qreat 
Britain,  Spain,  and  the  Meditnra- 

For  the  support  of  light-h Dunes,  bea- 
cons, buoys,  and  public  piers, 
For  the  ordinary  contingent  expenses 
_  of  Government.  .        .         . 

the  Indians,  Being  th< 
expended  of  a  former  appropria- 
tion, nhich  will  expire  at  ineclose 
of  the  present  year  - 
F'or  satisfying  miscellaneous  claims 
and  expenses,  including  an  addi- 
tional estimate  for  the  purposes  of 
the  apt  of  June  17th  1798,  respect- 
ing Loan  Office  and  Final  Settle- 
ment Certificates,  ^., 

fW  tAc  Military  Departmertt,  viz ; 

The  support  of  the  Army,  including 
pay,  rations,  clothing,  hospital,  ord- 
nance, Quartermaster,  and  Indian 
expenses  ;  the  defensive  protection 
of  the  frontiers,  and  contingencies, 
agreeably  to  the  estimate  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,   -    $4,202,005 

From  which  may  be  deducted  the 
sum  appropriated  by  the  act  of 
July  16th,  1798,  towards  defraying 
the  expenses  underthe  act  to  aug- 
ment the  Army  of  the  United 
States.       -        -        -        900,000 

Leaving  to  be  provided  for, 

For  the  payment  of  Military  pen- 


187,600  00 
44,281  08 
20,000  00 


3,302,005  00 
93,400  00 

Far  the  Navy  Department,  purmatU 
to  the  eelimate  of  the  Secrttary  o^ 
the  Navy,  viz  : 

For  cmnpleting  the  ships  ordered  to 
be  built  by  acts  of  Congress,  671,504  24 

Arms  and  Military  stores,      -         -     233,000  DO 

Contingencies  and  casualties,  -     100,000  00 

The  expense  of  maintaining  the  pre- 
sent Naval  Establishment,  inclti- 
ding  the  Marine  Corps,  for  an  en- 
tire year,  is  computed  at  two  mil- 
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lions  four  handred  and  iweniy 
thousaod  one  hundred  and  eighi^ 
dollars  and  fifieen  cents,  but,  as  the 
whole  number  of  ships  will  not  be 
in  service  more  than  six  mouths 
of  the  year  17d9,  tbe  sum  required 
for  that  year  is  rsiimated  at  no 
more  (ban  -        -        -  1,862,112  42 

For  the  support  of  eight  revenue 
cuttenduring  the  year  1799,  117,591  92 


Total  amount,  •        -        <  S,g64;S08  59 

From  which  sum  is  deducted  a  bal- 
ance of  former  appropriations,  ap- 
plicable to  the  purposes  stated  in 
tbe  foregoiog  estimate,        -       -     823,887  14 


LeaTiogiobeproTidedfoTtbesumof  2,1 
Making  in  the  whole 


1  45 


96,531,612  69 

Tbe  funds  out  of  which  appropriations  may  be 
made  for  the  purposes  before  mentioned,  zn — 

Isi.  The  s'lra  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars 
of  the  proceed*  of  duties  on  iroports  and  toonage, 
which  will  accrue  in  tbe  year  1799,  which  sum  is, 
by  law.  annually  reserved  for  the  expense  and  sap- 
port  of  Government. 

2d.  The  surplus  of  revenue  and  income,  which 
may  accrue  to  the  end  of  the  year  1799,  after  sat- 
isfying the  objects  for  which  appropriatioos  have 
been  heretofore  made  ;  and, 

3d.  Tbe  proceeds  of  [he  loans  which  may  be  ne- 
gotiated on  the  credit  of  the  United  Swtes,  pur- 
suant to  either  or  both  of  the  acts  of  Congress, 
passed  OD  the  16th  of  July,  1798 ;  the  one,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  borrow  money  for  tbe  public  service" 
and  the  other,  entitled  ''  An  act  making  certam 
appropriations,  and  to  authorize  the  President  to 
Obtain  a  loan  on  the  credit  of  the  direct  tax." 

The  Secretary  respectfully  observes,  that  the 
expenses  of  the  revenue  cutters  have  been  hitherto 
defrayed,  bv  the  Collectors  of  the  Customs,  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage, 
and  charged  in  their  accounts  as  expenditures  lu- 
cident  to  the  collection  of  the  said  revenue.  Seve- 
?al  of  the  cutters  now  in  service  are,  however,  well 
calculated  for  co-operatinf  with  larger  ships  for 
the  defence  of  the  sea-coast  and  of  commerce,  and. 
while  so  employed,  order  and  economy  will  be 
promoted  by  an  amDgemem  for  subjecting  the 
expenditures  to  the  control  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
meuL    On  this  around  the  expediency  of 


The  Secretary  also  transmits  a  statement  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  United  Stales  for 
the  year  prior  to  the  first  day  of  October  last,  be- 
ing the  latest  period  to  which  an  account  can  be 
prepared. 
All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted  by 
OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 

Secrelary  of  the  Tnavtry. 
Tbeasdkt  DflPABTUBNT,  Dtc.  22, 1798. 


OUTSTANDING  CERTIFICATES. 

Tbe  Secretary  of  th<  Treanuy,  in  obedience  to  the 
order  of  the  Hoiue  of  RepresentatiTia,  of  the  14lli 
December,  1T97,  respectfiiUy  submits  the  fbUowing 
Report; 

That,  according  to  the  best  estimate  which  can 
be  formed,  after  a  careful  revision  of  former  com- 
munications to  Congress,  and  on  exantiaaiion  of 
the  public  records,  it  appears  that  the  following 
BUma  were  barred  by  the  operation  of  the  four- 
teenth section  of  the  act  passed  on  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1795.  entitled  "An  act  making  provision 
for  the  support  of  pnblic  credit,  and  Tor  the  re- 
demption of  the  Public  Debt." 
In  Loan  Office  certificates,  bearing  interest  on  a 
nominal  capital  of  $43,500,  the  specie  value  of 
which  is  estimated  at  -  -  «27,935  OO 

In  Loan  Office  certificates,  bearing  in- 
terest 00  the  specie  value    -  -  147,105  53 
In  final  settlement  certificates,  of  all  I 
kinds            ....    96,206  69     i 
In  indent  of  interests  of  aU  kinds      -    70,052  18     | 
The  amount  of  arrearages  of  interest 
prior  to  Jannary  1, 1791,  on  the  cer-  I 
tiScates    aforesaid,  which,    by   the  i 
funding  act  of  August  4,  1790,  were  ' 
liable  to    become  three    per  cent.  | 
slock,  are  computed  at         -           -  164,000  00 

Making,  in  the  whole,  the  sum  sup- 
posed 10  be  barred  by  the  act  of 
March  3,  1793       - 


-505S99  40 


But  though  the  public  accounts  exhibit  the 
sums  aforesaid  as  being  outstanding^  there  is  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  amount  which  -would  be 
claimed,  if  the  act  of  limitation  should  be  sos- 
pended,  is  much  leu  considerable.  The  accounts 
of  the  Treasury  comprising  traDsactions  of  great 
extent,  in  various  offices,  and  for  a  period  of  twen- 
ty years,  cannot,  in  these  particulars,  be  pro- 
nounced to  be  entirely  free  from  errors.  Consid- 
erable allowances  ought  also  to  be  made  for  the 
loss  and  destruction  of  certificates  by  aecidenis. 
during  so  long  a  period.  This  is  to  be  inferred, 
no  less  from  tbe  nature  of  tbe  case,  than  from  ob- 
servations u^n  the  course  of  businesa  at  tbe 
Treasury.  The  amount  of  the  principal  certifi- 
cates funded  in  the  year  1795,  was  only  V71324 
39^nd  in  tbe  year  lT96,no  more  than  t37,335  01. 

The  Loan  Office  ceniScatei  were  issued  under 
well  devised  checks  and  precautions,  and  it  is  not 
known  that  they  have  ever  been  successfully 
counterfeited.  Of  the  indents  of  interests,  by  far 
the  greatest  part  were  printed  on  jiaper  manufac' 
tured  for  that  sole  purpose,  of  whicn  no  counter- 
feits have  appeared. 

The  sums  in  the  final  settlement  certificates  are 
all  expressed  in  manuscript  writing.  Thescsums 
have  irequenily  been  altered  in  a  manner  to  defeat 
every  scrutiny,  except  that  arising  from  a  com- 
parison with  the  original  marginal  checks.  The 
trraneements  made  at  the  Treasury  nre  such, 
that  forgeries  can  almost  alvrays  be  detected;  but 
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an  eiaminatiaii  to  preclude  any  conuderable  risk, 
would  be  tedious,  and  require  great  care  and  at- 
tentioo. 

The  Secretary  hanng  staled  such  facts  respect- 
ing tlie  certificates  in  questioo,  as  he  conceives 
most  likeljr  to  be  ioGueDiial  ia  favor  of  a  repeal 
of  the  act  of  limiiitioD,  aiiempis  with  diffidence 
lo  folGl  the  remaining  duty  enjoined  upon  bim. 
He,  howerer,  bubmits  the  followine  obsarfatiotis 
lo  the  indulgence  of  the  House  o7  Representa- 

1.  Tliat  it  was  an  important  principle  in  the 
estaUishmeuI  of  the  system  for  the  redaction  of 
ibe  public  debt,  to  ascertain  its  possible  extent. 

S.  That  the  proposition  to  the  creditors  was  in 
itself  reasonable,  and  couduciTe  alike  lo  public 
infornfalioD  and  itidividual  security,  and  that  the 
propriety  of  the  measure,  as  a  general  rule,  can- 
not dowIk  questioned,  without  innovating  upon 
a  system  which  was  deliberately  established. 

3.  That  without  impairing  the  general  rule,  a 
mode  of  relief  can  be  devised  for  all  such  cases, 
of  accident  or  misfortune,  as  on  principles  of  equi- 
ty oaaht  to  be  deemed  exceptions. 

4.  That  a  general  repeal  of  the  act  of  limita- 
tion, at  this  time,  would  operate  as  a  revival  of 
claims,  which,  for  a  year  past,  have  bad  no  legal 
validity. 

But  il7on  a  consideration  of  all  circumstances, 
a  rrpeal  of  the  act  of  limitation,  in  respect  to 
ceiliflcates  and  indents,  shall  be  deemed  proper, 
the  Secretary,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  incou- 
reniences  which  would  restilt  from  a  further  in- 
crease  of  tbai  description  of  capital  slock,  which 
is  in  a  train  of  reimbursemeiit,  respecifulljr  sub- 
mits the  following  propositions  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House : 

1.  That  an  appropriation  of  money  be  made, 
sufficieut  to  discbatse  the  principal  of  the  Loan 
Office  and  final  setuement  certificates,  with  the 
interest  thereon  since  January,  1791,  and  abo  the 
^incipal  of  the  unfunded  ot  registered  debfcred- 
ited  in  the  books  of  the  Treasury  and  Loan  Of- 
fice; and  that  it  be  declared  by  law  that  interest 
on  the  debts  aforesaid  shall  cease  from  aad  after 


ihe- 


-of- 


2.  That  the  creditors  be  allowed  lo  receivi 
arrearages  of  interest  on  the  debts  aforesaid,  prior 
10  January,  1791,  in  funded  ibree  per  cent,  stock 
or  to  receive  certificates  for  said  arrearages  of  io' 
tereit,  as  debts  hereafter  to  be  provided  for  by 
Congress. 

3.  That  an  appropriation  be  made  to  satisfy 
nich  balances  as  shall  be  allowed  on  hettlementi 
It  the  Treasury,  of  transactions  during  the 
war,  and  that  hereafter,  no  certificates  of  unfunded 
or  registeied  debt  be  issued. 

4.  That  a  time  be  limited  by  law,  after  which 
credits  on  the  books  of  the  Treasary  for  transac- 
tions during  the  late  war,  which,  according  to  the 
course  of  me  Treasury,  have  hitherto  been  dis- 
charged by  issuing  certificates  of  registered  debt, 
shall  be  barred  and  declared  void,  unless  claimed 
by  the  proper  creditors,  or  their  legal  representa- 

The  amount  of  the  unfunded  or  registered  debt 


now  credited  in  the  public  books,  is  about  eighty- 
five  thousand  dollars.  This  sum  is  due  to  about 
five  hundred  and  seventy-five  creditors,  of  whom 
more  than  fire  handred  and  forty  are  creditors 
for  sums  under  two  hundred  dollars  each.  The 
trouble  of  calculating  dividends  and  keeping  the 
accounts,  would  at  least  be  saved,  if  the  proposi- 
tions submitted  shall  be  adopted  by  Congress. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 
OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treatury. 

TnEASDRy  Depahtmeht,  Januaty  6, 1798. 


OHGANIZATION  OP  THE  ARMY. 

[Cummnnicated  to  Gonsran,D«c  31,  17»8.] 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  Hotue  of  Rqtretentativtt  .- 
A  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  to 
me  on  the  34lh  of  this  month,  relative  to  the  Mil- 
itary Establishment,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  trans- 
mit lo  Congress,  and  recommend  to  their  consid- 
eration. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
DecemberZl,  1796. 


That  there  are  several  subjects,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  will  deserve  the  attention  of  Congreas, 
to  render  the  Military  Establishment  more  man- 
ageable and  systematic ;  and  procure  to  it  the 
means  of  future  improvement. 

It  is  not  presumed  that  Congress  will  think  it 
prudent  to  relinquish  any  of  the  measnres  of  se- 
curity which  have  been  so  wisely  adopted  ;  nor 
need  it  be  observed,  that  any  retualion  in  these 
may  frustrate  their  object, by  afibrdiuK  arguments 
of  weakness  or  irresolution.  It  may  tie  true,  that 
some  late  occnrrences  have  rendered  the  project 
of  invasion  by  France  improbable,  or  more  re- 
mote ;  yet  only  considering  the  rapid  vicissitudes, 
at  all  times,  of  political  and  military  events ;  the 
extraordinary  fluctuations  which  have  been  pecu- 
liarly characteristic  of  the  still  subsigling  con- 
test in  Europe ;  and  the  more  extraordinary  posi- 
tion of  most  of  the  principal  nations  of  that  quar- 
ter of  the  globe ;  it  can  never  be  wise  lo  vary 
our  measures  of  security,  with  the  conliouallf 
varying  aspect  of  tHuropean  affairs.  On  the  con- 
trary, a  very  obvious  policy  dictates  to  ua,  a  stren- 
uous endeavor,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  10 
place  our  safety  out  of  the  reach  of  the  casual- 
ties which  may  befall  the  contending  parties,  and 
the  Powers  more  immediately  within  iheir  vorti- 
ces. Paying  due  respect  to  this  state  of  ihinga : 
regarding  ine  overthrow  of  a  large  portion  of 
Europe  as  not  entirely  chimerical,  and  standing 
as  it  were  in  the  midst  of  falling  empires,  it  wiU 
prudence  to   cultivate  a  spirit  of  self-de- 


Cleoce.  and  endeavor,  by  nnremiiiin^  vigi- 
e  and  exertion,  under  the  blessing  of^Provi- 
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deoce,  to  hold  the  scales  of  out  desiiny  in  oui 
own  hanils.  la  offering  cbese  ptelimioarf  obscT- 
vations,  the  Secretary  presents  nuibiag  new  to 
the  President  J  mosi,  if  not  all  of  them  have  re- 
ceived, directly  or  impliedly,  in  his  communioa- 
tions  to  Congress,  his  deliberate  sanction  and  au- 
thority. 

Circumstanced  as  the  Uniled  States  now  are. 
the  progress  of  public  danger  ma^  render  an  ex- 
tension of  military  preparations  indispensable, 
and  a  proper  orgaDization  for  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  extremely  beaeScial. 

In  proportion  els  the  policy  of  the  country 
adverse  to  extensive  military  establish  id  en  is,  it 
ought  to  be  our  care  to  render  the  principles  of 
our  military  system  as  perfect  as  possible ;  our  c 
dearor,  to  turn  to  the  best  account,  such  force 
we  at  any  lime  may  have  on  foot,  and  to  provide 
an  eligible  standard  foi  the  augmentations  to 
which  particular  emefgenoiet  may  compel  a  re- 
in these  views  it  is  conceived  the  organization 
of  our  military  force  would  be  much  improred, 
by  modelling  it  according  to  tbe  following  plan: 

1.  That  a  regiment  of  infantry,  composed  as  at 
present  of  two  battalions,  and  each  battalion  of 
five  companies,  consist  of  one  colonel ;  two  ma- 
jors, a  first  and  second  ;  one  adjutant,  one  quar- 
termaster,  and  one  paymaster,  each  of  miom 
■hall  be  a  iieuienant;  one  surgeon,  and  two  sur 
geoo's  mates;  ten  captains;  ten  first  lieutenants 
and  ten  second  lieutenanis,  besides  the  three  lieu 
tenants  above  mentioned;  two  cadets,  with  tbi 
ptty  and  emolumenis  ot  sergeants ;  two  serjeant 
majors;  two  quartermaiter  sergeants;  two  chief 
musicians,  first  and  second,  twenty  other  musi- 
cians, forty  sergeants,  forty  corporals,  and  nine 
hundred  and  twenty  privates. 

2.  That  a  regiment  of  dragoons  consist  of  ten 
troops,  making  fire  squadrons,  and  the  following 
facers  and  men,  viz:  one  colonel;  two  majors,  a 
first  and  second;  one  adjutant,  one  quariennas- 
ler.  and  one  paymaster,  each  of  whom  shall  be 
a  lieutenant;  one  surgeon,  and  two  surgeon's 
mates;  ten  captains;  ten  first,  aud  ten  second  lieu- 
tenants, besides  the  three  lieutenants  above  men- 
tioned ;  fire  cadets,  with  tlie  pay  and  emoluments 
of  sergeants;  two  sergeant  majors;  two  quarter- 
master  sergeants;  (wo  chief  musicians,  first  and 
second ;  ten  other  musicians ;  forty  sergeants ;  for- 
ty corporals;  and  nine  hundred  and  twenty  pri- 
vates. TbeprivateSj  including  to  each  troop  one 
saddler,  one  blackimith,  and  one  boot-maker. 

3.  That  a  regiment  of  artillery  consist  of  four 
battalions  ;  each  battalion  of  four  companies, 
and  of  the  following  officers  and  men,  viz:  one 
colonel;  four  majors;  one  adjutant, one  quarter- 
master, and  one  paymaster,  each  of  whom  shall 
be  a  lieutenant ;  one  surgeon  and  two  surgeon's 
males;  sixteen  captains;  sixteen  first  and  sixteen 
second  lieutenants,  besides  the  tliree  lieuteitants 
above  mentioned ;  thirty-two  cadets,  with  the  iwy 
and  emoluments  as  at  present  established ;  four 
sergeant  majors ;  four  (juartermasler  sergeants ; 
sixty-four  sergeants;  sixty-fout  corporals;  one 
chief  musicians,  and  ten  other  masiciaiis;  and 


eight  hundred  and  ninety-six  privates,  including 
to  each  company  eight  artificers. 

The  principal  reasons  for  this  organization  will 
be  briefly  suggested  and  explained. 

1st.  It  will  oe  observed,  ihat  the  proposed  pro- 
of men  to  officers  in  the  infantry  and  ci 


airy  is  considerably  greater  than  by  the  jtresent  es- 
tablishment. Thts  presents,  in  tbe  first  jilaca 
the  advaniase  of  economy.    By  the  proportional 


decreaseof  tne  officers,  savings  wilt  cesufi  in  iheit 
pay,  subsistence,  and  tbe  transportation  of  their 
baggage;  and  the  last  circumslanoe,  by  lestening 
the  impediments  of  aji  army,  is  alto  favorable  to 
the  celerity  of  its  movements. 

2d.  The  command  of  each  officer  will  become 
more  respectable.  This  will  be  an  inducement 
to  respectable  men  to  accept  military  appoint- 
ments, and  it  will  be  an  incentive  to  exertion 
among  those  who  shall  be  engaged,  by  Upholding 
that  justifiable  pride,  which  is  a  necessary  ingre- 
dient in  tbe  military  character.  A  company  will 
then  admit  of  an  eligible  sub-division  into  pla^ 
oons,  sections,  and  d em i -sect ions,  each  of  a  per- 

3d.  Each  battalion  will  be  of  tbe  size  judged 
proper  for  a  manceuvring  column  in  the  field, 


and' it  is  that  portion  of  an  army  which 
most  approved  system  of  tactics  is  destined  to 
fulfil  this  object.  A  battalion,  according  to  the 
best  judges,  sanctioned  by  experience,  ought  nei- 
ther to  be  too  unwieldy  for  rapid  movemonts,  nor 
so  small  as  to  multiply  too  much  tbe  sub-divis- 
ions^ and  render  eacn  mcapable,  either  of  a  vigor- 
ous impulse  or  resistance- 

4th-  The  proportion  of  cheers  to  men  ought 
not  to  be  greater  than  is  adequate  to  the  due  man- 
agement and  command  of  tliem.  A  careful  ex- 
amination of  this  point  will  satisfy  every  judge, 
that  the  number  now  proposed  will  be  adequate 
to  both.  And  it  it  illustrated  by  the  expectation, 
that  our  fundamental  orders,  in  conformity  with 
thase%f  the  nations  of  Europe  generally,  ought 
to  place  our  in&atry  in  three  ranks,  to  oppose  U 
an  tnemy  who  shall  be  in  the  same  onler,  an 
equal  mass  for  attack  or  defence. 

Sut  it  is  not  intended  to  recommend  a  present 
augmentation  of  the  number  of  rank  and  file,  to 
the  proposed  standard.  It  is  only  wished  that  it 
may  be  adopted  provisionally,  as  that  of  the  war 
eslablisbment. 

The  regiments  which  have  been  authorized 
may  continue,  in  this  respect  upon  the  footing  al- 
ready prescribed;  leaving  the  actual  augmenta- 
tion to  depend  on  events  which  may  create  a  ne- 
cessity for  the  increase  of  our  force- 

The  other  alterations  recommended,  have  rela- 
tion rather  to  systematic  propriety,  tiian  to  very 
important  military  effects. 

1st.  The  term  lieutenant  colonel,  tnour  present 
establishment,  has  a  relative  signification,  without 
anytbinK,  in  fact,  to  which  it  relates:  it  was  in- 
troduced during  our  revolutionary  war  to  facili- 
tate exchanges  of  prisoners,  as  oar  then  enemr 
united  the  grade  of  colonel  with  that  of  geuetaT. 
But  the  permanent  forms  of  our  military  system 
ought  to  be  regulated  by  principle,  not  br  the 
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clwageable  anA  arbilnry  arrauffemegt  of  ■  pecu- 
liar DslioD.  The  title  of  cmoqcI,  which  has 
greater  respectability,  is  more  proper  for  ibe  com- 
mander of  a  regitnent,  because  ii  does  not,  like 
The  other,  imply  a  relation  baring  no  existence. 

2d.  The  term  eiuign  is  changed  ioio  that  of 
lieuleoant,  as  well  because  the  latter,  from  usage, 
lias  additional  respectability,  oSering  an  induce- 
ment to  deiiiimble  candidates,  as  because  th«  for- 
mer, in  its  origin,  signified  a  standard  bearer,  and 
supposed  that  each  company  had  a  distinct  stand- 
ard. 

This  in  practice  hat  ceased  to  be  the  caM.  and, 
for  a  rsriety  of  good  reasons,  a  standard  of  col- 
ors to  each  battalion  of  infantry  is  deemed  suffi- 
eiut.  This  standard  i*  intcDded  to  be  conSded 
10  a  cadet,  in  whom  it  may  be  expected  to  excite 
emulation  and  exertion.  The  nuliiplicaiion  of 
grades,  incDnTenient  in  exchanges,  is  thus  aroided. 
In  the  cavalry  it  is  proper  to  allow  a  standard 
to  each  squadron  eontisting  of  two  troops,  and 
heace  it  is  [miposed  to  hare  fire  cadets  I 

3d.  The  nature  of  the  artillery  service  being 
eoDFtantly  in  detachment,  renders  it  proper  to 
compose  a  regiment  of  a  greater  number  of  bat- 
talions than  the  other  corps.  This  our  present 
eslabliglinient  has  recognised.  But  there  is  now 
■  want  of  uniformity  which  leads  to  disorderly 
eoosequences ;  one  regiment  being  composed  of 
four  battalions,  the  other  of  three.  The  same  or' 
ganization  onghi  to  be  common  to  all.  The  di- 
minution of  thennmberof  the  maiicians,  while 
it  will  save  expense,  in  also  warranted  by  the  pe- 
culiar nature  of  the  artillery  service.  They  an- 
swer in  this  corps  few  of  the  purposes  they  are 
ap^ied  to  in  tha  infantry. 

Existing  laws  contemplate,  and  with  good  rea- 
son, that  the  aids  of  general  officers  (except  of 
the  commander-in-chief)  shall  be  taken  from  the 
laments ;  bat  they  do  not  provide,  that  when  so 
laien,  their  places  in  the  regiment  shall  be  sup- 
plied by  others.  It  is  conceived,  that  this  ought 
to  be  the  case.  The  principles  of  the  establish- 
ment suppose,  for  example,  that  three  officers  to 
a  company  of  a  given  number,  are  the  just  and 
due  proportion.  If.  when  an  officer  is  taken  from 
a  company  to  fill  one  of  the  stations  alluded  lo, 
his  place  be  not  filled  by  another,  so  that  the  oum- 
berof  officers  to  a  company  may  remain  the  same, 
it  must  follow  that  the  company  will  be  deficient 
in  officers.  It  is  true^  that  the  number  of  a  com- 
pany is  continually  diminishing,  but  it  diminishes 
ID  officers  as  welt  a*  men ;  and  it  is  known  that 
the  proportion  is  varied.  Practice,  in  every  inati- 
tntioD,  ought  to  conform  to  principle,  or  there  will 
result  more  oi  less  of  disorder.  An  army  is,  in 
many  respects,  a  machine,  of  which  the  displace- 
ment of  any  of  the  organs,  if  permitted  to  con- 
tinue, injures  its  symmetry  and  energy,  and  leads 
to  disorder  and  weakness.  The  increase  of  the 
number  of  rank  and  file,  while  it  strengthens  the 
reasons  for  replacing  the  officers,  who  may  be  re- 
moved, will  mote  than  compensate,  in  point  of 
economy,  for  the  addition  of  officers  by  the  sub- 
■titution.  This  may  be  submitted  to  the  test  of 
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calculation.  But  though  the  place  of  an  officer, 
in  his  regiment,  ought  to  be  supplied  upon  any 
such  removal,  he  ought  not  to  lose  his  statloD  in 
ihe  regiment,  but  ought  to  rank  and  rise  as  if  he 
had  contioued  to  serve  in  it. 

I  should  do  injustice  to  this  subject,  if  1  did  not 
acknowledge  that  this  plan  of  organization  bad  re- 
ceived the  full  and  unequivocal  approbation  of  the 
Commander-in-chief,  Lieutenant  Gfeneral  Wash' 

The  annexed  schedule  (A)  will  show  in  one 
view  the  difference  between  the  present  and  the 
proposed  establishment. 

The  provision  that  aida-de-camp  and  officers  of 
inspection  shall  be  drawn  from  the  line  of  the 
Amy,  is  not  restricted  as  to  grade.  There  ought 
lo  be  such  a  restriction.  The  aids  of  major  gen- 
erals ought  not  to  be  taken  from  a  rank  superior 
to  that  of  captain,  nor  those  of  the  brigadiers  from 
a  rank  superior  to  that  of  first  lieutenant.    The 

ik  from  which  inspectors  may  be  taken,  ought, 

ike  manner,  to  be  limited  j  those  of  brigades  to 
the  rank  of  captain;  those  of  divisions  to  that  of 
major.  This  will  guard  against  the  multiplica- 
tion of  superior  grades  by  removals  to  fill  such 


The  two  companies  which  it  is  proposed  to  add' 
to  the  actual  number  of  the  eavalrv.  it  is  desirable 
should  be  raised  immediately.  If  iKis  i<i  agreed  to, 
they  might  receive  the  denomination  ot  hussar 
companies— a  description  of  cavalry  extremely 
serviceable  in  an  army. 

It  is  incidentally  noticed  that  the  act  of  last  ses- 
sioUj  augmenting  the  dragoon  corps  to  eight  com- 
panies, and  assigning  to  it  a  lieutenant  colonel  and 
other  officers,  to  constitute  it  a  regimeol,  has  not 
provided  a  surgeon  or  mate.    This  omission  will 


fintry  of  the  lin 
may  be*  taken  at  a  twentieth.  It  is  submitted 
whether  a  specific  provision  to  thi»eSect  will  not 
be  proper  in  arranging  the  Army  for  a  war  estab- 
lishment. 
The  only  provision  for  the  appointment  of  a 

Siarlermaster  general  is  to  be  found  in  the  act  of 
e  28th  May,  authorizing  the  President  lo  raise 
a  provisional  army,  which  limits  his  rank  and 
loluments  to  those  of  lientenant  colonel.  This 
provision  is  conceived  lo  be  entirelf  inadequate 
for  a  war  establishment.  The  military  duties  of 
the  officer  are  of  a  nature  to  render  it  of  the  first 
ance  in  an  army  ;  demanding  great  and  pe- 
abitities,  and  a  character  every  way  w~~ 


for  the  actual  employ- 
ment of  military  force,  a  corps  of  rifiemen  will  be 
for  several  purposes  extremely  useful.  The  eligi- 
ble proportion  of  riflemen  -  ■-'' *■  •'-  '■— 


thy  of  trust.    Accordingly,  it  is  the  general  prac- 

*■- — 'd  upon  very  substantial  reasons,  to 

an  officer  of  high  military  rank.  T1i< 


tice,  founded  upon  v 


probability  is  that,  without  a  similar  arrangement 
on  our  part,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  command  a 
fit  character,  and,  in  taking  one  of  inferior  preten- 
lions,  we  shall  subject  the  service  to  disadvan- 


tages out  of  all  proportion  to  any  objections 
woieb  may  be  supposed  to  militate  against  the 
ooDferring  of  such  raok.    It  is  feared  tbat  an  ap- 
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poiatmeat  under  such  a  provisioo,  will  only  creaie 
embarrass  men  t  should  laete  be  real  necessity  fur 
miliiary  eiertions,  and  that  the  alternative  must 
be  either  to  leave  the  army  destitute  of  so  neces- 
sary an  or^n,  or  to  give  it  one  likely,  in  the  prog- 
ress of  tbiDgs,  to  prove  unequal  to  the  task.  A 
new  provision  on  this  subject  appears  absolutely 
indispensable- 

The  Secretary  does  not  discover,  in  any  of  the 
sets,  the  necessary  provisions  for  the  appointment 
of  tiospital  officers,  or  a  hospital  establbhment 
As  military  hospitals  are  indispensable  to  an  army, 
especially  in  time  of  war,  it  is  respectfully  suk- 
gNted  tnat  provision  on  the  subject  ought  to  be 
made  by  law,  and  that  the  regulations  to  be  found 
in  the  resolutions  of  the  old  Coosress,  more  par- 
ticularly in  (hose  under  dale  or  September  30, 
1780,  and  3d  of  January,  1TB2,  as  coataining  the 
faithful  result  at  much  experience,  may  aflbrd 


e  important  lights  respecting  this  department, 
he  certain  consequences  of  disi 
essential  s  measure, 


The  e 


lisregitrding  so 
r  war,  and  the 
encampments  of  our  army,  will  be  a  train  of  dis- 
aasM  which  must  cut  offa  large  proportion  of 

It  is  deeply  to  be  lamented  that  a  very  precious 
period  of  leisure  was  not  improved  towards  form- 
mg,  among ourselres,  engineers  and  artilleriais; 
and  that,  owine  to  this  neglect,  we  are  in  danger 
of  being  overtaKeo  by  war,  without  a  competent 
numberof  characters  of  (his  descrintion.  To  form 
them  suddenly  is  impracticable.  Much  previous 
study  and  experiment  are  eijsential.  If  possible  to 
avoid  it,  a  war  ought  not  to  find  us  unprovided. 
What  has  been  done  to  facilitate  this  object,  and 
the  perfeciicin  of  our  artillery,  will  be  seen  by  the 
annexed  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary, 
marked  B,  to  the  Chairman  of  a  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  Proleclion  oi 
Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the  Country,  taken 
In  connexion  with  the  act  providing  for  raising  of 
the  corps  of  artillerists  and  engineers,  with  the 
act  to  augment  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,  passed  the  16ih  of  July, 
1798.  What  has  resulted  from  the  latter  act  will 
make  the  subject  of  a  particular  report.  In  (be 
meanwhile,  it  is'conceived  to  be  advisable  to  en- 
deavor to  introduce  from  abroad  at  least  one  dis- 
tinguished engineer,  and  one  distinguished  officer  of 
artillery.  They  may  be  sought  for  preferably  in 
the  Austriau,and  neit  in  (he  Prussian  armies.  The 
grade  of  colonels,  wi(ti  adequate  pecuniary  eom- 
peDsa(ions,  may  attract  officers  ofa  rank  inferior 
to  that  grade  in  those  armies,  who  will  be  of  dis- 
tinguished abilities  and  merit.  But  in  this,a.<i  we 
know  from  past  experience,  nothing  is  more  easy 
than  to  be  imposed  upon  ;  nothing  more  difficult 
than  to  avoid  imposition;  and  that,  therefore 
should  the  measure  be  sanctioned  by  a  law,  it  will 
be  requisite  to  commit  the  business  of  procuring 
such  characters  to  some  very  judicious  hand,  un- 
der every  precaution  that  can  put  him  upon  his 

It  is  also  suggested  that  aniospectorof  fortifica- 
lioos  is  much  wanted.  In  case  of  a  Legislative 
Iporlsion  on  this  subject,  the  officer  may  be  either 


Irewn  from  the  corps  of  artillerists  and  engineers, 
ir  it  may  be  left  discretionary  with  the  President 
to  choose  him  where  he  plea:«».  If,  how^ever,  the 
to  be  restricted  to  that  corps,  it  will  be 
proper  that,  on  withdrawing  him  from  it,  bis 
place  in  the  corps  should  be  filled  by  an  crfBcer  of 
-'  e  same  grade. 

It  will  be  easily  imagined  that,  without  sticban 
officer,  the  service  may  essentially  suffer.  Toob- 
this,  the  Department  of  War  bai  always 
found  it  necessary  to  employ  a  person,  who  has 
been  paid  out  of  the  contingeociesj  for  performing 
that  and  some  other  duties  of  a  military  nature. 

The  impoiiance  of  a  faithful  representation  of 
the  real  state  of  the  fortifications,  public  buildings, 
and  barracks,  the  qualifications  of  the  conuoaiid- 
ants  of  forts,  the  police  they  observe,  and  the  de- 
gree of  attention  they  bestow  on  the  works,  mag- 
azines, and  the  like,  can  stand  in  no  need  of  com- 

It  [s  further  submitted  whether  it  will  not  be 

iiroper,  and  conduce  to  (he  improvement  of  artil- 
ery,  to  enlarge  the  field  from  which  to  select  afil 
character  inspector  of  artillerists.  As  i  he  law  now 
is,  the  inspector  must  be  chosen  from  the  corps  of 
artillerists  and  engineers,  and  would  require  one 
of  its  most  experienced  officers,  all  whose  services 
are  iodispensable  to  the  corps  itself. 

It  has  Deen  observed  by  the  officers  of  the  Army 
that  the  public  would  save  by  the  measure,  and 
more  satisfaction  be  given  tu  the  soldiers  gener- 
ally, if  a  regulation  was  adapted  to  insure  his  clo- 
thing should  be  fitted  to  the  soldier.  It  cannot 
fail  to  happen  that  clothing,  made  at  a  distance 
from  the  Army,  will,  in  numerous  instances,  be 
ill  fitted  to  (be  person  (owhom  it  is  issued.  This 
is  an  ioeonvenieoce,  as  it  respects  appearance, 
comfort,  and  ease,  and  causes  the  soldier  to  be 
careless  of  his  dress.  It  of  course  merits  consid- 
eration, and  whether  it  will  not  be  remedied  by 
making  provision  by  law  for  the  necessary  altera- 
tion at  toe  cost  of  the  soldier.  As  there  are  al- 
ways to  be  found  tailors  in  the  Army,  (be  altera- 
tions may  be  made  there  during  the  seasons  of 
inactivity,  and  moderate  compensations  may  be 
established,  to  be  deducted  out  of  the  pay  ol  the 
soldiers.  The  tailors,  who,  when  so  employed, 
will  be  exempted  from  military  duty,  will  be  sat- 
isfied with  very  small  allowances ;  and  the  sol- 
diery will,  from  the  best  information  I  can  obtain, 
preler  this  expense  to  the  inconveniences  of  wear- 
ing clothes  that  do  not  St  them. 

Another  point  no  less  deserving  of  particular 
aiteniion  is  the  composition  of  the  ration  of  pro- 
visions. It  was  in  the  last  session  augmesied  be- 
yond all  former  examples.  It  is  not  recollected 
that  the  ration  which  was  allowed  during  the  war 
with  Great  Britain  was  found  insufficient  by  troops 
once  formed  to  military  habits,  and  acquainted 
with  the  best  methods  of  managing  their  provi- 
sions. The  present  ration,  estimating  by  price,  is 
understood  to  be  greater  than  the  ration  in  that 
war  by  above  fifty  per  cenL  This  is  evidently  a 
very  important  augmentation  ;  various  disadvao' 
tages  attend  it ;  a  great  inerease  of  expense ;  ajl- 
ditional  difficulties-  in  furniahing,  under  all  cir- 
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cunutaDces,  ihe  stipulated  allowance,  coaiequ en t- 
Ij  B.  multiplication  of  the  pouible  causes  of  dis- 
cDDtent,  murman,  aad  perhaps  even  mutiny  ;  Ihe 
secessiif  of  a  greater  Dumber  of  wagons  for  trans- 
portiiioD,  and  of  coarse  the  extenuioa  of  this  al- 
wiys  serious  source  of  embanassDieQt  lo  military 
opera  li  DOS. 

The  quantity  of  spiritaous  liquor,  which  is  a 
compouent  part  of  the  ration,  u  so  lar^  as  to  ea- 
dan^.whereihev  might  not  before  exist,  habits  of 
intemperance,  alike  fatal  to  health  and  discipline. 
Experience  has  repeatedly  shown  that  many  soi- 
diirs  will  exchan^  their  rum  for  other  articles, 
vhieh  is  productive  of  the  double  mischief  of 
rabjectine  those  with  whom  the  exchange  ia 
made  to  the  loss  of  what  is  far  more  necessary, 
■ad  to  all  the  consequences  of  brutal  inioiicaiioc. 

These  and  such  considerations  have  induced 
the  Secretary  to  cause  to  be  inserted  in  the  con- 
tracts made  nnder  his  orders,  a  proviso,  "that  if 
the  quantities  of  the  camponeat  articles  of  a  ni- 
liou  shall  be  reduced  by  law,  the  price  to  be  al- 
lowed therefor  shall  be  proporlionably  reduced." 
Aod  in  the  article  of  enlistment,  a  proviso  that  the 
soldier  is  to  accept  such  ration  as  is  or  shall  be  es- 
tablished by  law- 
It  is  well  understood  that,  the  increase  having 
been  once  made,  a  change  is  delicate;  but  it  is 
believed  to  be  indispensable,  and  that  the  lempo- 
nry  evils  of  a  change  can  beer  no  proportion  to 
ibe  permanent  and  immense  evils  of  a  continuance 
of  the  eiror. 

It  may  not  perhaps  be  advisable  lo  bring  back 
the  ration  lo  the  standard  of  the  late  war,  but  to 
modify  it  in  some  respects  difierentty,  so  as  not 
materially  to  affect  the  aggregate  expense. 

For  example,  it  may  consist  of  eighteen  ounces 
of  bread  or  nour,  or  an  equivalent  in  rice  or  Indian 
meal,  when  flour  cannot  be  obtained ;  one  pound 
and  a  quarter  of  fresh  beef,  or  one  pound  of  salted 
beef,  or  three-anartets  of  a  pound  of  salted  pork; 
mlt,  when  fresn  meat  is  issued,  at  the  rate  of  two 
qnaris,  and  candles  at  the  rate  of  one  pound  and 
■  hair,  for  every  hundred  ntions. 

With  r^ard  to  liquor,  it  may  be  best  to  exclude 
it  from  being  a  component  part  of  the  ration,  al- 
lovinga  discretion  to  commanding  officers  to  cause 
it  to  be,  issued  in  quantities  not  exceeding  half  a 
gill  per  day,  except  on  exiraord;iiary  occasions. 

Vine^r  also  ought  to  be  furnished,  when  to  be 
bid,  at  the  rale  of  two  quarts,  and  soap  at  the  rate 
of  two  pounds,  per  hundred  rations;  but  thisoughl 
to  depend  on  circumstaQcer,  and  ought  not  to  make 
part  of  the  established  ration. 

There  are  often  difficulties  in  furnishing  articles 
of  the  latter  description,  and  the  equivalent  in 
money  is  frequently  rather  pernicious  than  benefi- 
cial. Where  there  is  a  contract,  the  promise  of 
luch  articles  is  apt  to  prove  more  beneficial  to  the 
contractor  than  to  any  other  person.  He  com- 
monly so  manages  it  that  the  substitute  is  not  a  teal 
equivalent 

Bui  it  need  not  be  remarked,  that  whatever  is 
to  be  done  in  this  respect,  must  he  so  conducied 
as  not  to  infract  the  conditions  oa  which  the  old 
ttoops  now  in  service  were  enlisted. 


The  act  which  authorizes  to  raise  twelve  regi- 
ments of  infanlry  and  six  troops  of  dragoons,  pro- 
vides that  they  snail  be  kept  in  service  during  the 
continuance  of  the  existing  differences  between  the 
United  Slates  and  the  French  Republic,  if  not 
sooner  discharged.  Upon  the  disbanding  of  these 
troops,  it  is  to  be  presumed  by  far  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  both  officers  and  men  will  find  themselves 
tnsiderable  duitance  from  their  homes.  The 
thing  also  happens  to  officers  on  the  Estab- 
lishment, whose  age  or  lime  of  life^  or  scanty  for- 
tune, does  not  permit  of  their  contmuance  in  the 
Army,  as  well  as  to  privates  serving  on  the  fron- 
tiers, whose  engagements  are  successively  expiring. 
These  have  or  will  have  lo  travel  to  their  respective 
places  of  residence,  at  their  own  expense,  if  no 
provision  is  made  by  Congress  to  meet  the  case. 
This,  to  many  of  them,  must  be,  aod  is,  an  e: 


country,  and  noble  in  itself,  is  so  far  from  furnish- 
ing to  the  officers,  even  of  the  highest  grades,  the 
means  of  making  a  tolerable  provision,  oui  of  the 


their  services  may  be  dispensed  with  ny  the  pub- 
lic, that  it  requires  them  to  observe  the  greatest 
economr  to  be  able  to  proceed  in  their  career,  and 
defray  the  expense  of  their  necessary  wants. 

In  the  English  service,  the  officer,  when  dis- 
banded, receives  half-pay;  the  private  FOldier  in 
the  cavalry  has  his  horse,  and  aji  allowance  for 
his  sword,  with  fourteen  days'  pay  to  carry  him 
home;  the  infantry  have  likewise  fourteen  days 
pay  granted  them  for  the  same  purpose. 

It  is  respectfulljr  suggested,  whether  it  would 
not  comport  with  justice,  aod  have  a  tendency  to 
encourage  men  to  enter  into  the  Army,  ifajjro- 
vision  was  made  for  an  allowance  to  each  officer 
and  soldier,  on  quitting  the  service,  or,  being  dis- 
banded, equivalent  to  the  expense  he  mast  incur 

returning  home. 

The  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  Id  raise  a  provisional  army  is  loo  imporl- 
aoi  to  the  peace  and  safely  of  the  Union  not  to 
require  from  Congress  such  a  matured  revision  as 
may  render  it  effectual  to  the  purposes  for  which 

was  framed. 

The  first  saclion,  by  which  the  President  was 
vested  with  the  power  to  raist:  ten  thousand  troops, 
has  expired  by  its  own  limitation. 

conceived  advisable,  and  founded  on  the 
soundest  policy,  that  the  power  to  raise  such  troops 
iplaied  by  this  clause  should  be  e~ 


tended  at  least  to  t 


thousand.    To  be  o 


safe  ground,  our  preparations  and  supplies  ought 
to  coj^template  an  army  of  fifty  thousand  men. 

The  act  in  question  contemplates  also  an  aux- 
iliary force,  under  the  dennminaiion  of  volunteer 
companies,  who  shall  be  armed,  clothed,  and  equip- 
ped, at  their  own  expense. 

It  is  highly  pleasing  to  mention,  that  sufficient 
eridenceus  appeared  that  ihe  patriotism  of  our 
independent  citizens  will  not  shrink  from  this  mea- 
snre  of  defence — Ihe  number  of  volunteer  compa- 
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Orgioiization  of  Oke  Arniif. 


DietwhichhftreofferedtheJrseTFicMbeiDgalreadr 
conaidenkble. 

As  it  may  be  questioned  whether  the  act  ena- 
bles the  President  to  appoint  all  appropriate  olli' 
oeri  to  these  companies,  when  or^nized  inloregi- 
menti,  brigades,  and  diTiiions,  it  is  deiirabte  that 
■ucb  power  should  be  etprcasly  given. 

A  specific  provision  for  the  pay  and  rations  to 
volunteers  during  the  days  it  may  be  necessary  to 
astemble  them  in  bodies  in  each  year,  for  the  par- 
pou  of  general  discipline  and  matKenvres,  wddM 
be  Tery  beneficial. 

To  form  effective  soldiers  at  this  moment,  and 
at  so  light  aa  expense  to  the  public,  must  be  looked 
npoa  as  an  object  of  great  oalional  concern,  espe- 
cially when  we  take  into  new  the  difficulty  of  get- 
ting men  trained  to  arms,  in  time  of  actual  war. 

The  value  of  those  patriotic  bands  of  volunteers, 
who  destine  themselves  to  the  front  of  danrer,  is 
inappreciable.  If  well  instructed  and  disciplined, 
they  will,  in  the  evrat  of  sndden  invasion,  be  of 
immense  utility  and  importance.  Besides  the  di- 
rect effects  of  their  own  exertions  in  reeisiiog  (he 
enemy,  till  they  can  be  succored  bv  the  regular 
force,  if  at  a  distance,  the  militia  rallying  to  ihem 
would  derivefrom  their  example  and  countenance 
additional  courese  and  pereererance.  They  would, 
thus  disciplined|and  aided  by  the  regular  force, 
though  small,  give  a  consistency  and  stability  to 
oar  first  efforts,  of  which  these  would  otherwise 
be  destitute,  and  would  tend  nowerAiIly  lo  prevent 
great,  though  perhaps  partial,  calamines. 

It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  the  duties  of  the 
(ffice  of  la^Kctor  CileneraL  without  perceiving 
that  their  due  discharge  will  require  the  exercise 
of  extraordinary  skill  and  labor,  and  that  the  exist- 
ing law  has  assigned  no  compensation  whatever 
for  the  exercise  of  this  skUl  and  labor. 

In  the  case  of  officers  taken  from  the  line  to  per- 
form the  specific  duties  of  assistant  inspectors, 
quartermasters,  i&c.,  we  find  the  Uw  has  made  a 
specific  allowance.  The  principle  apfjies^  with 
angraeated  force,  to  the  Inspecior  General,  who 
has  not  ouly  to  create  regulations,  but  to  superin- 
tend their  execution,  in  addition  to  his  duties  as  a 
general  officer. 

To  discharge,  with  effect,  the  duties  of  bis  office, 
he  must  make  frequent  journeys  from  one  part  of 
the  array  to  another  when  it  js  encamped  in  dif- 
ferent and  discaot  places.  It  must  De  eoaceiv^ 
that  the  expenses  of  such  journeys  must  quickly 
«at  out  the  narrow  allowance  of  a  Major  General 
If  filled  by  a  man  of  talents,  without  a  fortune  to 
meet  such  expense.';,  he  must  either  compromic  his 
reputation,  and  that  of  the  Government,  by  not 
producing  the  results  to  be  expected  from  his  de- 
parimentj  or  he  must  ruin  himself  in  performing 
services  for  which  there  is  no  adequate  compensa- 
tion. Theprecedenlortbelastwareeublishesthe 
propriety  of  an  extra  allowance  for  the  extra  sei^ 
vices  and  expenses  of  this  officer;  and  it  would  be 
infinitely  more  agreeable. and  less  embarrassing  to 
the  Department  of  War,  that  the  latter,  or  his  ex- 
penses on  journeys  from  one  part  of  the  army  to 
•nofher.  should  be  settled  at  a  fixed  allowance  by 
law,  initead  of  bein  g  clM^enhle  toihecontingencies 


of  the  War  Department.  A  fnrther  arrangemenl 
ie  necessary  to  give  full  effect  to  the  Inspector  Gen- 
eral's department  During  our  war  with  Qreat 
Britain,  this  officer  was  allowed  secretaries  in  ad- 
dition toaids  as  Major  General-  Itis  thought  that 
one  secretary  to  the  present  officer  is  indispensable. 

It  isproper,  before  closing  [his  referenoe,  to  men- 
tion a  circumstance  intimately  connected  with 
our  military  system. 

Owing  to  the  incresM  of  the  Naval  awi  Mili- 
tarv  Establish metits,  the  biuinew  of  Pttrveyor  of 
Public  Supplies  has  been  so  aogmeoted  ai  to  r^ 
quire  for  the  War  Department,  alone,  the  exdn- 
sive  and  uninteiTopted  service  of  such  an  officer. 

It  seems  to  be  improper  that  the  Head  of  the 
War  Department  should  be  obliged  to  employ  him- 
self in  any  other  manner  in  the  porveyorsbip,  than 
merely  to  make  requisitions  for  articles  wanted : 
to  prescribe  the  quantities,  the  time  and  places  of 
delivery;  and  that  (he  whole  responsibility  for  the 
execution  of  the  order  should  rest  upon  the  Pur- 
veyor. A  Secretary  of  War  will  always  find  am- 
ple employment  in  the  general  superintendence 
and  direction  of  the  great  operations  of  bif  depart 
ment:  if  a  portion  of  his  time  is  to  be  occupied  in 
the  details  of  lesser  concerns,  it  is  morally  certain 
that  the  greater  must  languish  or  suffer. 

Besides  these  duties,  the  Purveyor  sboald  be 
charged  exclusively  with  the  dispcning  of  all  re- 
turns from  the  Indian  Stories,  corresponding  with 
these,  keeping  all  accounts,  and  conducting  all 
concerns  relative  to  them,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary. 

He  might  alto  be  the  a^ent  and  organ  to  proent« 
the  means  of  transportation  for  all  iiupplies  sral 
from  the  .leat  of  Government  or  elsewhere,  to  the 
army  agents  or  qnartermasteta,  to  arsenals  and 
distant  places  of  deposite. 

The  Secretary  lakes  leave  to  recapitulate,  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting,  in  a  concise  view,  the  pro- 

Ciiioos  respectfully  recommended  to  attentioa 
the  foregoing  observations. 

1.  A  new  modiflcaiion  of  the  military,  so  as  to 
admit  of  an  increase  of  numbers  to  the  companies 
and  regiments,  in  case  of  war,  an  alteration  in  the 
denominalion  of  certain  gradee,  and  a  perfect  nnl- 
formiiy  of  arrangements  in  the  corps  of  the  same 
species  of  troops. 

2.  Regvlationstopreserve  to  thecompaniesand 
regiments  their  competent  number  of  lAcers,  in 
cases  where  any  are  laken  from  the  line  to  act  as 
nids-de-camp,  inspectors,  paymasters,  qnanermas- 
lers,  Ac. 

3.  To  designate  the  grades  from  which  aids-da- 
eamp  and  cHScers  of  inspection  may  be  taken,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  multiplication  of  the  hi^er 

4.  Toaddtolheexistingestablishmenltwocom- 
panies  of  horse,  to  be  denominated  and  act  as  hus- 
sars ;  and  a  surgeon  and  mates  to  the  regiment  of 
cavalry. 

5.  To  include  in  the  arrangement  for  the  War 
Establishment  a  proportion  of  riflemen,  eatimaled 
at  one-twentieth  of  the  whole  number  of  infantry. 

6.  An  alteration  in  the  provision  for  a  ftnaiup- 
master  General,  to  insure  the  proenieiaeat  of  a  fit 
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OrganixatUm  of  the  Army. 


«luncter  to  execute  the  duties  of  this  impoTtaot 

7.  A  provision  for  aa  Hospital  department  for 
the  Arm; . 

8.  A  power  to  procure  from  abroad  one  disiin- 
giiisbed  engiaeer,  and  also  an  officer  of  artillery, 
and  sditable  appoiDtmenis  for  the  same. 

9.  ToproTidefor  theappointment  of  an  Inspec- 
tor of  Fortifications. 

10.  That  the  choice  of  an  Inspector  of  Artillery 
be  lel^  at  larg«. 

11.  A  provision  for  altering  and  fitting  the  cloth- 
ing issued  to  the  soldiers. 

13.  An  alteration  in  the  ration  t6  be  issued  to 
the  troops. 

13.  A  provision  for  the  retsonable  expenses  of 
officers  and  soldiers  in  reinroing  to  their  homes, 
when  disbanded,  or  inoapacitated  by  age  or  sick- 
ness for  further  service. 

14.  A  revival  «ndezten3ion  of  the  power  to  raise 
a  provisional  army. 

15.  A  speciGc  provision  for  the  appointment  of 
appropriate  officers  for  the  volunteer  companies 
that  are  or  may  be  accepted,  when  formed  into 
regimeati,  brigades,  or  divisions  j  and  for  pay  and 
rations  to  such  volunteers,  for  those  days  in  every 
year  Ibat  it  may  be  necessary  to  assemble  them  in 
bodies,  for  the  purpose  of  discipline  and  training. 

16.  A  further  provision  for  the  extra  services 
and  expenses  oflhe  Inspector  General,  and  to  allow 
him.  besides  his  aids,  one  secretary. 

17.  The  employment  of  a  Purveyor  of  Public 
Supplies,  exclusively  for  the  War  Department. 

Ail  which  the  Secretary  has  the  bonoi  most  re- 
jpecdully  to  submit. 

JAMES  McHENRY. 
War  Dhpartxent,  Dee.  2i,  1798. 


A  REGIMENT  OF  INPANTRY. 
■  Pretent  EatabtiAmeiU. 
1  lieutenant  colonel  commandant, 
S  majors, 
1  adjutant,  J 

1  paymaster,         ! 
1  quartermaster,   3 

1  surgeon, 

2  surgeon's  mates, 
10  captains, 


o  be  takea  from  the  lin 


10  lien  tenants, 
10  eniignB, 

1  setgcant  tnajor, 

1  quartermaster  sergeant, 

8  senior  musicians, 
40  setgeao  Is, 
40  corponls, 
20  mnsictaiu, 
lOO  privates. 

Propoeed  EtttMi^wamt. 

1  colonel,  JB 

2  majors,  ^ 

1  adjutant,  Wo  be  lieutenants,  and  in  ad- 

' ^"  dition  to  the  lieutenants 

hereinafter  mentioned. 


surgeon. 

sui^ou's  mates, 

captains, 

first  lieutenants, 

second  lieutenants, 

sergeant  majors, 
quartermaster  sergeants, 


0  musicians, 
0  sergeants, 
0  corporals, 

0  privates. 

REGIMENT  OF  DRAGOONS. 
PreserU  Eitabliihment. 

1  lieutenant  colonel  commandant, 

1  adjutant,  1 

I  paymaster,         ^  to  be  taken  from  the  li 

1  quartermaster,  ) 

D  surgeon  or  mate  provided  by  law. 

8  captains, 
6  lieutenants, 

1  sergeant  major, 

1  quartermaster  sergeant, 

!3  sergeants, 

5  corporals, 
8  farriers, 

8  saddlers, 
8  trumpeters, 

6  dragoons. 

Propo*ed  EttaidiAnuna. 
1  colonel. 


1  paymaster, 
1  quartermaster, 

1  surgeon, 
S  surgeon's  mates, 

10  captains, 

10  first  lieutenants, 

10  second  lieutenants, 

5  cadets, 

a  sergeant  majors, 

S  quartermaster  sergeants, 

2  chief  m 
40  sergeants, 
40  corporals, 


)  be  lieutenants,  and  in  ad- 
dition 10  the  lieutenants 
hereinafter  mentioned. 


.0  saddlers, 
0  blacksmiths, 
0  boot -makers, 

0  privates. 

A  REGIMENT  OF  ARTIU^EST, 

Pretaa  Eglablisiimmt. 

First  Reoimbnt. 

1  lieutenant  colonel  ci 
4  majors, 

1  adjutant,  , 

4  adjutants  and  paymasters,    ' 
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3  lieutenants, 

3  cadets, 

4  sergeants, 
4  corporals, 


I  be  lieutenants,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  the  lieotenaats 
hereinafier  mentioned. 


Ibi 


priratea. 

Propoted  E^abHthment. 
colonel, 
majors, 
adjutant, 
quartermaster, 
paymaster,  ' 
surgeon. 
imrgeon  s  males, 

first  lieutenants, 
necoud  lieutenants, 

sergeaul  majors, 
qtiaiter master  sergeants, 
sergeants, 


Eitnct  of  a  letter  firom  the  Secretary  of  War  b 
Hon.  Semnel  Sewall,  Chainnu)  of  the  Committee 
of  Delence,  Ac,  dated 

"  War  Department,  June  28,  1798. 
"3d.  The  act  providing  for  raising  and  ai^an- 
izing  a  corps  of  artillerists  and  engineers,  and  the 
act  to  provide  an  additional  regiment  of  the  same, 
both  enjoin  the  piacuremeot,  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, of  all  necessary  books,  instrumeaLs,  and  ap- 
paratus, for  the  benefit  of  the  said  respective  regi 

"  The  Secretary,  without  designing  to  derogal< 
from  the  merits  of  the  officers  appainted  to  th'_ 
corps  established  by  the  acts  cited,  reels  ii  his  duty 
to  suggest  thai  other  and  supplementary  meani  '' 
inatruction,  to  the  hooks  and  instruments  to 
provided,  appear  to  be  absolutely  indispensable 
enable  them  to  acquire  a  due  degree  of  liaowleiiKe 
in  the  objects  of  their  corps.  It  is  certain  chat  the 
best  faculties  and  inclinations  for  the  arts  and 
sciences  cannot  be  unfolded  and  applied  to  useful 
purposes,  when  proper  encouragement  and  assist' 
ance  have  been  denied  or  oeglecied. 

"  The  art  of  fortification  is  connected  with  so 
many  others,  is  of  such  extent,  and  its  operations 
dependent  on,  and  affected  by,  circumstances  so 
inooitely  varied,  that  it  is  impassible  any  man  can 
be  rendered  master  of  it  by  experience  alone. 
Besides,  the  knowledge  acquired  by  experience  is 
often  tne  result  of  onr  own  faults,  and  acquired 
by  a  heavy,  and,  it  may  be,  in  this  art,  disastrous 
expense  to  the  public. 

^  It  is  certamly  to  be  wished,  that  more  atlea- 
tion  had  been  paid  to  this  lubject,  and  that  past 


re eommenda lions  had  fouod  a  favorable  access  to 
ear  of  Congress. 

If  the  present  momeol  does  not  admil  of  ca% 
rying  into  effect  all  that  is  desirable,  aud  ODgbt, 
under  different  clicumsiances^  to  be  done,  to  create 

body  of  quartered  and  scientific  eugioeeTS,  il 
may,  notwittistandiog,  be  advisable  to  adraciee 
towards  this  point  by  such  measures  as  ate  com- 
patible with  our  present  situation. 

knowledge  of  certain  arts  and  sciences  ii 
absolutely  necessarv  to  the  artillerist  and  top- 
neer;  such  are  aritnmetic,  geometry,  mechaaies, 
hydraulics,  aad  designing. 

"  Without  a  knowledge  of  arithmetic,  an  nffieet 
cannot  calculate  tfte  expense  incurred,  or  to  be 
incurred,  on  any  work,  or  any  subject  wbaiCTer. 

"  Without  that  of  geometry,  be  cannot  forma 
just  plan  or  chart,  regulate  the  design  of  a  forti- 
ncation.  wirh  its  lines  and  angles,  trace  iinpon 
the  ground  it  is  to  occupy,  nor  estimate  and  mea- 
sure the  solidity  and  surface  of  its  several  parts. 

"Without  that  of  mechanics,  he  will  noi  be 
able  to  appreciate  the  proportion  of  the  machinei 
used  in  war,  the  dimensions  of  carriages  for  artil- 
lery, nor  to  augment  or  diminish  the  force  of  the 
several  kinds  of  machines  when  it  may  be  neces- 
sary. 

"Without  that  of  designing,  he  will  not  haveit 
in  his  power  to  give  plans  and  profiles  of  votkij 
nor  to  exhibit  the  topography  of^the  envitoot  ef  a 
work,  01  any  part  ofa  country. 

"Without  that  of  hydraulics,  he  will  aoi  be 
qualified  to  conduct  water  from  one  place  to  to- 
other, or  to  sustain  and  elevate  it  when  there  may 
he  a  necessity  in  sieges,  oi  other  military  open- 
lions,  for  so  doing. 

"  It  is  therefore  submitted,  whether  provision 
ought  not  to  be  made  Tor  the  employment  ol  ibree 
or  Tour  teachers  of  the  enumerated  sciences,  to  be 
attached  generally  to  the  two  corps  af  arlillerisQ 
and  engineers,  and  obligated  to  give  inslructiooi 
and  lessons,  at  such  times,  places,  and  under  such 
regulations,  as  the  President  may  direct. 

"  The  einploymenc  of  teachers  would  ^ve  the 
intended  effect  to  the  provision  of  the  fiws,  for 
the  appointment  of  two  cadets  to  each  company' 
It  was  supposed  that  these  cadets  would  forma 
nursery,  from  which  qudlified  officers  might  be 
drawn  to  fill  vacancies,  dtc.  i  but  it  most  oeent, 
that  without  proper  masters  to  teach  tbeoi  the 
sciences,  necessary  to  the  engineer  and  artillerist, 
this  nursery  can  produce  no  valuable  plants. 

"It  is  also  submitted,  whether  it  might  not  be 
proper  to  augment  the  pay  of  cadets  to  nine  dol- 
lars per  month,  with  two  rations.  This  would 
excite  their  emulation,  give  them  ■  consideraiiaa 
above  sergeants,  and  enable  them  to  appear  Id  a 
espec table  dress. 


obli„    _  ...    _.      

by  no  means  in  a  situation  to  commawt  re- 
spect. That  part  of  it  was  collected  doriir  > 
season  of  difficulty  uid  necessity,  from  iiSavA 


1^  with  infinite  r^ret  the  Seereiary  ii 
i^Mn  mention  that  the  ordnanceof  onrcjm- 
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coantries,  aad  conseqaentlir,  ihe  gans  are,  many 
of  tbem,  esMQlially  defective,  aod  those  of  the 
sime  class  difiec  in  leaijih,  weight,  aod  caliber. 
The  variance  in  these  particulars  occasions  much 
trouble  aad  incoDveDience,  io  providing  appro- 
„;».„  «_...._ii:.^     -'"-es,   apparatr-    — ''    — 


inJDrioua  delays,  and  the  fatal  coDsequeDces  which 
might  result  ffom  ammunitioa  and  iropleitieDts 
beiDg  supplied,  which,  in  time  of  need,  will  be 
foUDQ  ODl  adapted  to  tne  piece. 

"  As  there  is  no  established  standard,  it  has  also 
hippened,  from  a  defect  of  knowledge  ia  our 
founders,  or  some  other  cause,  that  moat  of  the 
ctnaoQ  that  bare  been  cast  within,  or  on  account 
of  the  United  Siaten.  are  defective  in  very  essen- 
tial points,  and  ezhioit  varieties  in  those  caat  at 
the  same  furnace,  and  of  the  same  class,  with 
those  procured  from  abroad. 

"Ills  important  that  some  arrangement  should 
be  immediately  adopted,  calculated  to  give  efficacy 
to  I  proper  system,  and  correct  these  evils.  It  is 
Doi  enough  that  the  Piesident  determine  upon  the 
size,  weight,  dimensions,  and  calibers  of  the  dif- 
ferent binds  of  cannoD,  either  to  be  made,  or  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  for  their  use,  unless 
an  inspector  of  artillery  cau  be  appoioted,  to  see 
that  all  regulations  appertaining  to  the  orduaoce 
department  be  executed  and  observed  with  exacti- 
iDd«. 

''We  cannot  presume  that  contracts,  however 
carefully  made,  and  conditioned,  or  even  a  na- 
tional foundry,  will  produce  cannon  conformable 
to  a  given  specific  standard  for  each  class,  so  long 
IS  the  United  States  are  without  an  officer  of  tikill 
tfl  inspect,  and  receive,  or  reject  them. 

"1  cannot  conceive  any  appointment  more  ne- 
cessary to  our  military  undertakings,  and  infant 
Navy,  than  an  inspector  of  artillery,  nnd  1  must 
fiatier  myself  that  the  committee  will  feel  as  I  do 
opon  this  occasioii. 

"They  wilt  not,  I  am  persuaded,  imagine 'that 
it  can  be  possible  for  a  Secretary  of  War,  to  dis- 
cbarge the  duties  of  his  appointment,  and.  at  the 
same  lime,  to  visit  foundries,  examine  all  sinds  of 
ordnance,  direct  the  dimensions  of  gun  carriages 
and  implements,  order  the  proper  moulds  ftr  cast- 
ing shot,  shells,  &c..  review  and  decide  upon  the 
qaalities  uf  every  different  production,  and  point 
oat  the  means  of  remedying  existing  defects,  and 
eeoerally  perfbriD  alt  the  oinet  duties  attached  to 
the  office  of  ioapector  of  artillery. 

"The  Secretary  indulges  the  hope,  that  the 
committee  wilt  recommend,  and  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  think  proper  to  create,  in  the  Dcparl- 
ment  of  War,  the  office  of  inspector  of  artillery, 
with  a  salary  adequate  to  its  nature  and  import- 
ance, and  calculated  to  obtain  a  person  qualified 
to  fill  it.  On  this  important  head  he  lakes  leave 
further  to  mention,  tnat  other  countries  owe  the 
eiceltency  of  their  ordoanee  to  the  establishment 
of  sucti  an  officer,  and  that  in  Bnglaud,  particu- 
larly, and  at  a  late  day,  the  appointment  of  a 
Kientific  and  experienced  inspector  has  given  ( 
perfestion  to  theii ordnance  never  before  known.' 


BREVET  RANK. 


[Communicated  to  the  Honsa  of  Representatives, 
Februai?  4,  1799.] 

Mr.  Dwight  Fotter,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 

whom  wu  referred  the   petition  of  Moses  Whiter 

with  the  report  of  the  fanner  Secretuy  of  the  Ti««- 

■niy  IhereoD,  made  (he  fbllowins  report: 

That  the  object  of  the  petitioner  was  to  obtain 

a  settlement  and  allowance  of  his  account  against 

the  United  Slates,  for  services  and  expenditures 

on  behalf  of  the  public  during;  the  war. 

The  powers  vested  by  law  in  the  officers  of  the 
Treasury  Department  are  competent  to  adjust 
and  settle  most  of  the  items  mentioned  in  the  ac- 
count of  Ihe  petitioner;  and,  since  his  petition  was 
originally  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
Eurv,  those  ilema  have  been  considered,  and  par- 
tially adjusted  by  the  ptoper  officers.  The  com- 
mittee are  therefore  of  opmion,  that  with  respect 
to  that  part  of  the  petitioner's  account^  it  would 
not  be  expedient  or  proper  for  the  Legislature  to 
interfere ;  but  the  item  of  the  greaiest  magnitude, 
and  of  most  importance  to  the  petitioner,  which 
is  a  claim  for  additional  pay  as  Aid-de-camp  to 
Brigadier  General  Moses  Hazeo,  from  the  first  of 
August,  1781,  to  November  3,  1783,  not  having 
been  expressly  auihortzed  by  an  act  of  Congresa, 
has  not  been  allowed  in  the  settlement  of  the 
account. 

With  respect  lo  this  part  of  the  petitioner'a 
claim,  the  committee  report,  thai  by  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  21st  of^  June,  1775,  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief was  allowed  three,  and  each  Ma- 
jor Qeoeral  two  Aids-de-camp,  whose  pay  and 
rank  were  established  by  suteequent  resoluliona. 
By  a  resolution  of  Congress  on  the  30lh  of  March, 
1776,  each  Brigadier  (Aneral,  when  on  command, 
wds  empowered  to  appoint  a  Brigadier  Major; 
and,  by  another  resolution,  on  the  first  day  of 
July,  in  the  same  year,  a  Brigadier  General,  act- 
ing in  a  separate   department,   was  allowed   an 

On  the  27th  day  of  May,  1778^  it  was  provided, 
"  that  the  Brigade  Major  shouta  be  appointed  aa 
heretofore  by  the  Command  er-in-cliief  or  com- 
mander in  a  separate  department,  out  of  the  Gap- 
tains  in  the  brigade  to  which  he  should  be  ap- 
pointed ;"  and  by  a  resolution  of  that  date,  the 
additional  pay  of  Aids-de-camp  and  of  Brigade 
Majors  was  established.  Upon  the  38ih  of  June, 
1782  so  much  of  the  act  of  the  S7th  day  of  May, 
as  relates  to  the  additional  pay  given  lo  Captains 
and  subalterns,  acting  as  Aids-de-camp  and  Brig- 
ade Majors,  was  repealed,  and.  on  the  same  day, 
Congress  resolved  "  that  there  should  be  such  adji- 
tional  pavaud  emoluments  to  the  pay  of  Captains 
and  subalterns,  serving  as  Aids-de-camp  to  Major 
Generals  or  Brigadier  Generals,  and  to  Brigade 
Majors,  as  should  make  their  pay  and  emotumeuts 
equal  to  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  Major  in 
I  the  line  of  the  Army," 
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Bf  a  resolution  of  Congress,  on  the  29ih  day 
of  June,  ITSl,  General  Hazen  was  "apniiDted  a 
.Brigadier  in  ihe  Army  of  the  United  States,  by 
brevet."  It  appears  by  a  certificate  from  General 
Hazea,  that  the  petitioDer  acted  as  his  Aid-de- 
camp duriDg  the  time  for  which  he  prays  com- 
jpensatioD. 

The  only  doubt  which  appears  to  hare  arisen 
respecting  the  propriety  bt  alio  win  £  this  claim, 
is  understood  to  have  been  because  General  Ha- 
■zea  held  the  rank  of  Brigadier  by  brevet  commis- 
non  only. 

Although  breret  officers  were  not  entitled  to 
soy  additiooal  pay  in  consequence  nf  their  brevet 
promotion,  yet  it  gave  Ibem  conditional  rank. 
When  on  cummand  of  mixed  corp^,  or  on  courts 
martial,  they  took  rank  with  ihr  youngest  (^cer 
of  (he  grade  to  which  they  were  promoted ;  hence, 
.in  the  Tocat  command  of  bis  own  regiment,  Gene- 
ral Hazen  had  no  additional  rank;  but  on  com- 
mand, dec,  he  took  rank  as  the  youngest  Briga- 
dier. With  respect  to  the  circumstance  of  bis 
leceiving  no  addilioaal  pay,  in  consequence  of  the 
appointment,  the  committee  conceive  it  wilt  not 
apply  to  the  question  now  under  consideration. 
If  a  Brigadier  held  the  rank  and  command,  whe- 
ther be  wa*  a  volunleer,  or  held  it  by  courtesy,  or 
received  no  pay,  they  apptebead,  by  estabtisbeiJ 
ClUtom,  he  was  entitled  to  bis  staff  officers,  and 
they  to  the  customary  allownnoe  for  their  set- 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  re- 
port on  this  part  of  the  petitionei'a  claim,  stales 
that  he  had  not  been  able  "  to  discover  any  reso- 
lution of  Congress  by  which  the  claim  could  be 
decided;  but  that  there  were  precedents  in  prac- 
tice in  iavor  of  it  as  applied  to  Brigadiers  by 
commiasion  ;  thai  if  this  practice  were  to  govern, 
the  circumstance  of  a  brevet  appointment  would 
Dot,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  constitute  a 
fround  of  difference  to  the  prejudice  of  tbe  peti- 
tioner, inasmuch  as  the  Brit^diet  is  understood  to 
have  the  actual  command  of  a  brigade  at  the 
time;  in  which  case,  the  priociplei  of  service, 
with  regard  to  an  Aid-de-camp,  would  apply 
as  fully  to  him  as  to  the  Brigadier  by 


The  committee  concur  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  the  opinion  above  expressed,  and 
think  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  receive  compen- 
sation for  hie  services  as  Aid-de-camp;  they  there- 
fore submit  K  the  consideration  of  Uie  House  the 
following  resolution,  viz : 

Betoloed-TltAtin  theadjustmentuf  the  account 
of  Moses  White,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Army  of 
tbe  United  Slates,  tbe  accounting  officers  of  the 
treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to 
credit  and  allow  the  account  of  the  said  Moses 
While,  for  his  additional  pay  and  emoluments  as 
■n  Ai<l-de-camp,  during  the  time  he  acted  in  that 
capacity  to  Brigadier  General  Moses  Hazen,  upon 
the  same  principles  which  have  heretofore  pre- 
vailed in  the  settlement  of  accounts  of  officers 
aciiujg  as  Aids-de-camp  to  Brigadier  Generals  in 
the  line  of  the  Army. 


VESSELS  OP  WAH. 

Letter  from  Ae  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  theChsinua 
oT  the  Cammittee  on  the  Naval  BstaUiahniBnt,  willi 
sundry  eatinatea  relatiTe  to  tha  eiponia  ofbuiUjDg 
and  equipping  certain  voweb  of  war  loi  the  trnx 
of  the  Unitad  Btataa. 

Navv  DsPAKTMENT,  Dec  29, 1798. 
Sir:  I  have  given  to  the  inquiries  yon  hare 
done  me  the  bon(»-.*  as  chairman  of  a  comnittee 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  make  of  mc 
all  the  considetation  my  desire  to  oomply  prompdy 
with  the  wishes  of  the  committee  would  permit; 
and  now  proceed,  with  great  diffidance.  to  sabnut 
the  result. 

The  protection  of  our  coast;  the  security  of 
our  extensive  country  from  invasion,  in  some  of 
its  weaker  parts;  the  safety  of  uur  important  com- 
merce, and  our  future  peace,  when  the  maritioie 
nations  of  Europe  war  with  each  other,  all  seem 
to  demand  that  our  naval  force  should  be  aw- 
mented — so  much  augmented,  indeed,  as  to  mm 
the  most  powerful  nations  desire  our  friendship, 
the  roost  ooprincipled  respect  our  neulralilr.  Tht 
peaceful  character  of  America  will  afford  to  the 
world  sufficient  security  that  we  shall  not  be 
easily  provoked  to  carry  war  into  the  country  of 
an  enemy;  and  it  well  becomes  the  wisdom  of 
America  to  provide  a  cheap  defence  to  keep  it 
from  our  own. 

Twelve  ships  of  T4  guns,  as  many  frigates,  md 
twenty  or  thirty  smaller  vessels,  would  pro^blf 
be  found  (our  geographical  situation  sod  out 
means  of  annoying  the  trade  of  the  maritime 
Power*  consideredja  force  sufficient  to  insoreanr 
I'uture  peace  with  the  nations  of  Europe.  It  would 
not,  perhaps,  be  hazarding  too  much  to  saytkat. 
bad  we  possessed  this  force  a  few  years  ago,  we 
should  not  have  lost,  by  depredations  on  ouitnde, 
four  times  the  aum  necessary  to  bare  created  tad 
maioiaiued  it  during  the  whole  time  tbe  war  hu 
existed  in  Europe.  If  we  do  qd|  profit  by  expe- 
rience, and  put  ourselves  in  a  situation  to  resent 
insult,  and  punish  oggressioa,  nothing  is  more 
likelyMan  that  in  less  than  half  a  dozen  yean 
another  occasion  may  be  preaeuted  lor  a  tepeti- 
lion  of  the  same  mortifyiog  observaliMi.  lo  an- 
other and  still  more  interesting  view  of  this  sab- 
ject,  mutual  safety  was  a  leading  moiive.  sihI 
iQUSl  ever  remain  a  strong  cement,  of  our  llaioo. 
Whether  this  security  can  be  afiforded,  unlfsi  we 
are  able  to  command  our  own  cobat;  andirhethei 
tbe  Union  of  all  the  States  can  be  long  preserved 
without  it,  are  questions  which  merit  tbe  most 
serious  and  attentive  consideration  of  American 
legislators.  I  forbear  to  dwell  on  (his  fcuitfal, 
perhaps  delicate  topic. 
However,  to  attend  to  out  more  praving  coa- 


We  < 


feel  entirelV  secute  tMt  v 
loosed  to  great  caUmities  rioia  the 


ambition  or  awmosity  of  Fiance,  until  a  cohi- 
deiable  addition  be  made  to  ooi  naval  force.  If 
twelve  ships  of  74guni,  are  adde(llooiiriiavy,aa 


.dbyGoogle 


3633 


invuioD  of  anr  pafi  of  oar  eonnlry  would  be 
Kodered  m  difficult,  that  it  would  scarcely  be 
attempted ;  for  it  is  not  possible  to  eoDeeive  tlutt 
France  could  promise  herself  ^ny  adTsntage  by 
U  iDTasion  of  this  country,  equAl  to  the  enormoua 
eipenie.  and  still  more  enormous  risk,  if  we  should 
beso  prepared  to  resixthei.  She  would  be  obi i^d 
to  employ  more  than  double  the  number  of  ship* 
of  equal  force,  to  codtov  her  armies,  provisioDs, 
and  stores,  and  to  keep  the  com mUQi cation  op«i 
between  her  armies  ana  her  own  country.  France 
can  calculate,  and  will  calculate,  the  loss  and 
]Nvb»Ue  gain  of  her  enterprises.  When  she  finds 
that  she  cannot  deceive  us;  that  nhe  cannot  arm 
out  eiiizens  to  carry  on  her  work  of  subjugation — 
(issolent  and  imfounded  eipeciation!) — that  we 
are  determined  cm  manly  resistance ;  and  that  we 
take  rigorons  meesotes  lo  put  ourselres  in  a  pro- 
per postDte  of  defence— eren  France,  with  all  her 
pride,  and  all  her  heroism,  will  consult  her  inter- 
est and  avoid  war  with  America;  and,  like  other 
nations,  she  will  discorer  thai  it  will  liot  only  be 
JDBt.  but  pobtic,  lo  indulge  us  in  oor  &Torite  wish 
of  preserviiig  peace  with  all  the  world. 

Thni,  then  in  whatever  view  the  subject  is 
coiksidered,  whether  onr  object  be  to  prevent  in- 
Tasion,  to  [Kotect  our  commerce,  to  obtain  a 
speedy  and  proper  peace,  to  maintain  peace  here- 
after, or  by  affwding  security  to  every  part  of  our 
country,  to  guard  against  the  long  train  of  ills 
which  must  result  from  disunion;  the  wisest, 
cheapen,  and  most  peaoeable  means  of  oblaiaing 
the  end  we  aim  at,  will  be  prompt  and  vigoroas 
measures  for  the  creation  of  a  nary,  sufllcient  for 
defence,  but  not  for  conquest. 

The  United  Slates  are  doobtlesa  able  to  bear 


of  74  guns,  by  pnrchase  or  otherwise.  If  it  should 
be  found  necessary  to  procure  them  sooner  than 
they  can  be  built,  the  timber  may  be  preserved, 
by  docking,  until  those  purchased  decay,  or  for  a 
century,  ifit  should  not  be  sooner  wanted. 

The  estimates  herewith  will  sbow  the  eipense 
of  building  and  equipping  twelve  ships  of  74 
guns,  and  six  brigs  or  schooners  lo  mount  not  ex- 
ceeding eighteen  guns.  The  latter  would  be 
highly  useful  in  scouring  the  West  Indies,  and 
we  have  not  a  sufficient  proportion  of  vessels  of 
:his  size.  Three  of  the  largest  of  the  24-giin 
ihips  might  be  converted  into  frigates  of  32  guns. 
The  whole  annual  expense  of  maintainiog  the 
Navy  would  then  be    -        -        -    $3,383,Sl6  06 

The  Bonual  expense  of  the  ex- 
isting navy  is       -        -  -       3,434,261  10 


expense  neceasarv  for  their  present  safely  and 
ir  future  tranquillity.    No  country  increases 


so  fast  in  pcipuU.ti< 
try  can  incur  a  debt  with  such  an  absolale  cer- 
tainty of  discharging  it,  without  laying  new  bur- 
dens on  the  people.  Oar  revenue,  arising  from 
the  impost  and  other  sources,  must  increase  in 
proportion  to  the  increase  of  population;  and,  as 
the  increase  of  the  latter  is  certaie,  no  country 
ever  had  less  to  fear  from  the  consequences  of 
incurring  any  debt  necessary  for  defence  and 

On  the  satneei  of  procuring  ships  of  74  guns, 
we  probably  nave  it  m  onr  option  to  buy  them 
or  10  build  them.  The  former  will  be  the  most 
expeditious  mode  of  procuring  them,  but  the  latter, 
if  the  pressttre  of  our  affairs  will  admit,  will  be 
tbemost  honorable,  and  the  most  advantageous 
for  our  country.  If  we  bay  them  from  a  foreign 
nation,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  we  shall  be 
«ble  to  obtain  those  of  the  best  quality;  and  the 
sum  a;iren  for  ihem  will  not  be  kept  at  home,  and 
distnboted  among  our  own  citizens,  but  will 
operate  aninst  na,  like  an  unfavorable  balance  of 
trade.  My  own  idea  is,  that  we  certainly  ou^ht 
to  build  the  vessels,  in  preference  to  purchasing 
them;  that  immediaie  measures  ^oold  betaken 
to  secure  ^1  the  aeceesary  timber;  bat  that  the 
Preiiideat  ahonld  be  authorized  to  obtain,  as  the 
«xig«oe7  of  OBT  afbin  may  reqvke,  twelve  shipe 


The  difference  would  be  the 
annual  expense  of  the  proposed 
addition 8,949,278  96 

In  times  of  peace  a  small  proportion  of  this 

m  would  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  ships  in  a 

ate  of  preservation. 

Every  material  article  for  the  building  and 
eqoipmcBi  of  ships  of  war,  copper  excepted,  and 
probably  copper  also,  may  be  procured  (he  growth 
or  manufacture  of  our  own  couniry.  It  is  true 
that  we  have  heretofore  nsed  corduge  made  of 
hemp  of  foreign  growth,  and  imported  canvass ; 
and  these  ariicles  constitute,  if  wear  and  tear  be 
included,  OBft-third  of  the  ecpense  of  building, 
equipping,  and  refitting  our  vessels  of  war.  But 
manufactories  of  canvass  have  been  heretofore 
established  in  the  Eastern  Slates,  and  with  pro- 
per public  encouragement  may  be  revived,  and 
made  to  supply  at  reasi  ibe  public  demand :  and 
it  is  most  certain  that  any  quantity  of  hemp  can 
be  raised  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  the  Sus> 
quehanoa,  the  Potomac,  James  river,  and  other 
parts  of  the  United  Stales,  if  tbe  growers  of  it  are 
assured  of  a  ready  market,  and  at  a  price  lew  than 
Ibatgiveo  for  imported  hemp:  though  if  the  prices 
of  cordage  and  canvass,  the  entire  growth  and 
manufacture  of  tbe  country,  should  be  found  at 
first  a  little  dearer  than  the  imported,  the  good 
policy  of  paving  tbe  diffnenee  to  our  own  citi- 
lens,  to  render  onrselves  iodeftendent  of  foreign 
countries  fen  articles  so  essential  to  our  defence, 
cannot  for  a  moment  be  doabted. 
Timber  can  at  present  be  had  in  almost  every 

Sart  of  the  United  States;  but  in  the  greatest  abuo- 
ance,  and  of  the  best  quality,  on  tbe  Chesapeake 
bay,  and  the  waters  which  empty  into  it — and  in 
the  Soulhem  States.  The  live  oak  of  Georgia  is 
thought  to  be  almost  indispensable  in  the  construc- 
tion of  our  largest  ships,  lo  be  used  in  those  parts 
most  subiect  to  decay;  but  the  white  oak  of  the 
Chesapeake  is  not  greatly  inferior.  It  is,  however, 
highly  desirable  to  use  the  live  oak  of  Georsia  as 
long  as  it  can  be  obtained,  more  especially  tn  the 
ships  bnili  eastward  of  theChesapeake — and  by  a 
proper  mixture  of  this  timber  with'  that  of  the 
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growth  of  the  country,  |>ood  vessels  may  be  built 
m  CTerjr  part  of  our  country. 

The  isUodi  on  the  coait  of  Georgia,  on  which 
the  lire  oak  is  found,  are  supposea  to  be  more 
heallby  thaa  the  main  land  near  the  coast — they, 
are  also  thought  to  be  very  important  for  the  pro-' 
ductioQ  of  cotioaj  hence  this  valuable  timber  is 
becoming  scarce  everywhere  convenient  to  water 
traDsporialioD.  Two  methods  sugg[est  Ihem^lves 
for  obtaining  supplies,  beyond  the  immediate  de- 
mand: To  buy  one  or  two  of  the  most  valuable 
islands,  and  cause  the  timber  to  be  preserved  for 
the  future  use.t  of  the  Navv:  or  to  purchase  the 
timber  as  the  islands  are  cleared  by  the  owners, 
and  have  it  transported  to  the  places  fixed  on  for 
building  our  ships,  and  docked  until  it  will  be 
wanted.  With  respect  to  a  purchase,  the  lands 
are  held  at  prices  greatly  beyond  what  was  the 
supposed  value  of  them,  a  few  years  ago;  and  it  is 
believed  they  have  become  less  valuable  for  pub- 
lic purposes,  in  consequence  of  the  efforts  which 
have  been  made,  and  are  daily  tuaking,  to  clear 
them  for  cultivation'. 

On  the  subject  ofother  kinda  of  timber,  possibly 
when  it  is  seen  by  the  citizens  that  it  is  worth  pm- 
serving,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  trust  in  a  great 
degree  to  iheir  attention  to  private  interest,  for  the 
preservation  of  a  quantity  equal  to  the  public  de- 
maud.  It  would,  however,  be  but  provident  to  ex- 
pend one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  a  way  to 
secure  euoueh  of  the  white  oak  and  yellow  pine, 
both  of  which  are  indispensable  in  the  construction 
of  good  vessels,  to  last  the  public,  in  aid  of  supplies 
from  individuals,  for  ages— $100,000  could  be  so 
laid  out;  and  I  beliere  the  expenditure  would  be 
judicious- 
No  extraordinary  means  are  necessary  to  be  used 
for  procuring  uaval  and  military  stores,  except  the 
articlesof  hemp,  canvass,  and  copper.  Cannon  can 
be  made  in  many  of  the  Staten  equal  to  any  that 
could  be  obtained  from  foreign  couptries,  also  mus- 
kets and  bayonets,  pistols,  swords,  boarding  pikes, 
and  Indeed  every  other  article  necessary  for  ships 
of  war. 

Although  copper  mines  are  found  in  many  parts 
of  the  countty.yet  the  certain  means  of  procuring 
present  supplies  will  be  by  importation.  The  en- 
terprisioK  spirit  of  the  merchants  has  heretofore 
furnished  enough  for  the  public  demand,  and  may 
be  trusted  for  future  supplies,  so  far  aa  may  be 
necessary  for  the  ships  now  contemplated  to  be 
added  to  our  navy.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  be- 
fore more  ships  are  wanted,  and  possibly  before 
any  that  may  now  be  authorized,  are  in  a  state  to 
require  the  copper,  means  may  be  devised  for  ob- 
taining it  in  the  United  States. 

Docks  will  be  highly  necessary  in  tepairiog  our 
ships,  to  avoid  the  tedions,  expensive,  and  some- 
times daneerons  operation  of  heaving  down.  They 
can  undoubtedly  be  tnade  in  the  Eastern  States, 
where  the  tides  rise  very  considerably :  probably 
in  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  or  Rhode  Isl- 
and. Whether  they  can  be  made  with  equal  ad- 
Tantage,  or  to  answer  valuable  purposes,  to  the 
southward  of  Rhode  Island  or  New  Yort,  I  can- 
not form  any  accurate  judgment,  from  any  lafor- 


maiion  I  possess :  though  it  would  uoqueiiioDaUy 

be  a  great  public  advantage  to  have  a  dock  near 
the  entrance  into  the  Chesapeake  bay,  and  anolker 
still  further  South,  if  circumstances  will  admiL 
Docks  for  repairing  ships  ought  to  b 


I,  and  yet  not  easily  accessible  to  any 
enemy.  Yards  tor  buildin^the  ships,  where  large 
quBDtities  of  materiab  would  be  deposited,  (tbe 
destruction  of  which  would  always  be  an  object 
with  an  enemy,)  should  be,  according  to  the  Opiii- 
ioD  of  Mr.  Humphreys,  a  gentleman  of  consider- 
able science,  and  experience  in  naval  arehiiectnre, 
"in' the  vicinity  ofa  commercial  city,  for  the  con- 
venience of  procuring  able  workmen — within  the 
reach  of  good  while  oak  timber — in  fresh  water, 
where  timber  may  he  deposited  without  dangei 
from  the  worm;  on  a  river  running  east  utd  wcM, 
or  nearly  so,  with  a  high  bank,  ana  where  tbe  har- 
bor is  secure  from  freshets,  and  stormy  weathei : 
out  of  tbe  teach  of  an  enemy  ;  and  near  a  good 
stream  of  water,  18  or  30  feet  (ligher  than  the  sur- 
face of  the  river,  for  the  convenience  of  makiae 
lock  docks,  sawing  timber,  andfor  many  other  vaf- 
uable  uses." 

Perhaps  the  most  expeditious  mode  of  building 
ships  Immediately  wanted,  will  be  to  set  them  np 
in  aeveral  different  places,  and  by  such  means  avail 
ourselves  of  the  resources  of  different  pcrts  of  the 
country.  I  am  by  no  means  certain  that  this  me- 
thod will  not  also  be  most  economical  under  pres- 
ent circumstances,  and  with  little  seasoned  lim- 
ber in  the  country :  and  it  will  cettainly  distiibute 
more  equally  among  all  tbe  States,  the  advauiages 
which  may  arise  from  supplying  the  materials  and 
the  labor.  But  the  subject  being  new,  1  aiD  not 
posses.<ed  of  sufficient  intbrmation  to  state,  with  pre- 
cision, where  these  ought  to  be.  At  a  future  time, 
when  the  pressure  may  be  less,  and  our  experience 
greater,  two  or  three  places,  uniting  the  greatest 
number  of  advantages,  may  be  fixed  on  for  build- 
ing all  tbe  large  ships  of  the  United  States. 

The  mode  heretofore  pursued  for  obtaining 
naval  atores,for  the  ships  in  public  service,  has  been 
to  get  such  supplies  on  the  spot,  as  could  be  [Hi>- 
cured  on  moderate  terms  by  tne  agent  for  building 
or  equipping  the  sbip-^ending  from  Philadelphia, 
or  elsewhere,  such  articles  onTy,  as  could  not  be  to 
supplied.  Until  it  can  be  ascertained,  what  places 
should  be  selected  for  perroaneDi  building  yards, 
no  great  inconvenience  will  result  from  pursuing 
the  mode  already  adopted,  for  supplying  tW  naval 
stores.  Deposites  of  masts,  lo  supply  ijuickly  ves- 
sels which  may  come  in  dismasted,  will  be  made 
at  Boston,  and  Norfolk — measures  indeed  have 
already  been  taken  for  this  purpose — and  like  de- 
posites must  be  made  at  New  York  or  Rhode  Isl- 
and-,  other  articles  required  by  vessels  in  distress, 
can  generally  be  had  in  those  places,  and  in  ottr 
other  commercial  cities. 

The  business  of  naval  armaments  being  new  in 
this  country,  and  complicated,  it  is  impossible,  in 
this  early  stage,  to  devise  a  perfect  system  on  tbe 
subject.  Every  day's  experience  will  add  to  Ike 
stock  of  knowledge  possessed  by  the  country  ;  aad 
it  may  be  best  for  the  public  interest  that  Um  Con- 
gress, at  their  present  session,  should  rely  a  littk 
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more  on  Eiecative  discretion  than  may  her'  afler 
be  Decesary.  At  the  present  sessioD,  it  may  be 
eipedient  and  soiScieDl  that  the  President  be  aU' 
■homed  to  procure,  by  piircliase  or  otherwise,  12 
sbips  of  74  guns,  and  sis  brigs  or  scboooers  lo 
iDOUDt  not  exceeding  18  guns;  to  take  measiires  for 
proeuring  and  depositing  in  docks  of  fresh  water 
ud  in  places  of  safety  such  quantity  of  live-oak 
timber,  proper  for  ships  of  74  guns  and  frigates, 
not  eiceediog  in  the  whole  such  parts  of  the 
frames  of  twelve  T4-giiii  ships,  and  as  many  frig- 
ates, as  may  be  deemed  essential  to  be  of  this 
species  of  timber ;  to  cause  to  be  laid  out  in  secur- 
ing other  kinds  of  timber  for  the  future  uses  of  the 
Navy,  a  sum  not  exceeding  100,000  dollars :  and 
to  cause  not  exceeding  three  docks  to  be  erected 
iw  the  convenience  of  repairing  ships.  For  so 
much  of  these  objects  as  can  be  accomplished  be- 
fore  the  next  session  of  Congress,  an  appropriation 
of  1,200,000  dollars,  with  a  promise  of  further  ap- 
propriations, may  be  sufficient. 

Ihave  sugKesled  no  plan  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  mannfaclure  of  sail  cloth.  This  subject  will 
be  better  understood  in  Confess.  A  certainty  of 
ale,  as  already  observed,  will  be  encouragement 
eaoneb  for  the  growers  of  bemp. 

I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  lay  Before  you  in  a  few 
days,  such  alterations  in  the  rules  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Navy,  as  have  been  su^esied  by  some 
of  the  most  experienced  captains,  with  my  own 
observations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect  and 
esteem,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

BENJAMIN  STODDERT. 


Cm  of  building  and  equipping  a  •eventy-fbnr  gun  ship. 

of  l,6S0  loD^  ezclnsiveof  njilitaiy  itiHM,  (348,700. 
AnniMlexpeiiietif  anTOity-fbnTgnn  ihip,  per  ostiinBte, 

iiitSI6,041. 
T%e  foUowing  eitimata  aeeompanied  the  aiove  Utter 
of  the  Seeretart/  o/ihe  iVapy. 

Amoonl  of  coat  of  building  and  equipping  ■  sevenl, 
taw  gun   ahip,  of  1,6S0  tons,   eidiuive  of  military 


$842,700 

Eitimate  of  pay  and  ratioru  of  the  affittri  and  crew 
of  a  thip  of  war  of  lesentu-fow  gunt — eompkmeni 
6S0  men,  for  tme&e  montai. 
Per  month, 

Conunaoder,  at  (TG  - 

Pile  Ueutenants,  at  f40          -  -  3,400 

TVolieulrautntsafniBiine^  *tS30  -  7S0 

en  midabipmen,  at  9 1 0    -  -  8,648 

Three  nuut«i's  uutts,  at  ISO  -  •  730 

One  nugeoo,  ■!  t«)  ■              -  -  600 

Thiee  lurgeon's  ntatoi,  at  tSO  -  1,080 

One  clerk,  »lf36       -            .  .  300 

One  cvpeBtH,  at  fISO  -            -  •  340 

Eightc<rpeiiler'Bm9ta>,attlO  -  1,834 

One  boitnriin,  at  $20              -  -  340 

FourboalnrBiu'smateB,  ittl9  913 

Tito  yeamen  of  gun  room,  ml  f  IB  -  433 

One  gunner,  at  |30    -  -  .340 

Ei^leen  quaitor-gnnnen,  at  |I8  .-  3,888 

One  chaplain,  at  t40  -            •  -  480 

Ten  quutaniMiten,  at  $18    -  -  S,160 

Twogonner'amam,  atflO   .  -  4Se 

One  armorer,  at  {IS  -            -  -  316 

OneitewBrd,  atCIS  -            •  •  XS 

One  c^t^r,  at  f  18    -            •  -  316 

One  aaihnakci,  at  (30            .«  .  340 

Onecodnrain,  at  918           -  -  ^'^ 

Tno  mMtera-at'Brnu,  at  116  -  -  316 

One  cook,  at  Jie       -            -  -  316 


LiTe-oek  timber     • 

White  oak  and  pine,  &c.  - 

Labor       -  .... 

Cabiea,  rigging,  owdagc^  dec 
Bmiih'a  work        .  .  ■ 

Anchora    -  -  -  - 

Sul-makei'a  tnll,  two  aoita,  including  c 


Two  hundred  and  eighty  able  aeaioen, 
atllT       .... 

One  hundred  and  twenty  ordinary  k 
men,  stflS 

Sixty  three  boys,  at  $8 

Fifty  marinee  -  -  . 


6,048 
3,730 


RiggeT-B  bill 
Tuinei'a  bill 
Puntrr'abill 
Cooper's  bill 
Blacknaker'i  bill  - 
Bualbnilder'a  bill   - 
Flmid>er'ibiH 
Slip  chandlery      . 
Tomer'abifl 
Ci^parbalta 


$40,000 
80,000 
85,100 
83,400 
80,400 
3,300 
9,GO0 

16,300 
7,800 
],6S0 
3,340 
700 
3,340 
4,800 
8,340 


603  berrdabee^  atSI3 

$6,630  00 

SOS  barrela  mik,  at  $17 

1,983  gallons  molaaict,  at  76  cento        - 

334  cwt.  rice,  at  $4      - 

3, 1 36  lbs,  boUer.  at  1 8  centa     - 

34,37G  Iba.  cheeee,  at  13  cenU  . 

3,9SB  00 

l,0B3lh..candle.,al30cont.  - 

2,8 1  L  gillona  vinegar,  at  30  oenti 

B4S  30 

sao  bnabela  beans,  at  BO  «nU  • 

14,066  gallooanmi,  at  $1 

14,0fiS  00 

3,S4eihe.ioap,alI9cenli      - 

BObairdsflcar,  at  $8  . 

888  00 

,db,Googlc 


«  of  Coaittted  EUctioitM. 


M  bcireli  Indian  mnl,  it  #4     ' 
l,e60ewt.  ofbmd,  attaSS    - 
:S9&  golloiu  lamp  oil,  alttl 
1, 166  bwhel*  of  poUtoea,  at  60  a 
>e7cwt.iaUfidi,Btte 


6,633  88 

aas  00 

693  qo 

1,TSS  00 
^S,91I   9) 


■HECAPITULATION. 
Pay  aod  nibaMence  -  -  $130,089  30 

Pnninona         ....       46,911  91 
Mciiimiie*  and  hoqiital  ativca    -  -         ^000  00 

ContingnKMi  -  -  ■  ■       40,000  00 


#8^6,941  II 


Tn:damen',hiUt, 

Ptrttm. 

300  (o™. 

Sbipwrighl'a  billa        - 

«U00 

»13,S00  00 

C.bk.,riggmg.«>d  cordage    - 

18  00 

6,430  00 

Smilh'abiU    - 

IS  UO 

3,600  00 

Anchor,         - 

a  ou 

600  00 

Matting 

S  00 

900  00 

■oila           .            ■            ■ 

8  SS 

2,476  60 

Jotner'a  Hll.  mclnding  fluff    - 

a  28 

6TS  00 

Carver'a  biU  - 

1  00 

900  00 

Biggar-B  m- 

S  00 

600  00 

xSier'abiU  - 

0  33 

100  00 

PaiutCT-.bill- 

1  00 

300  DO 

Cot^iMll- 

1   7fl 

S3S  00 

Blodmaker'a  bill       - 

■   1  60 

460  00 

BoatbDiider'a  bill        - 

0  67 

300  00 

Plnmber'a  bUl 

1  00 

300  00 

Bbipchandkty 

4  60 

1,360  00 

Tumei'abUl 

0  40 

130  00 

ShnthiDg:  copper,   naib,  and 

rudderbtacM 

13  00 

3,800  00 

Woollen  for  ■healhinR 

0  76 

8S5  00 

rtorei,  camboony  nun,  nharf- 

ing,  *c     - 

86  00 

7,800  00 

Military  atoraa 

30  00 
$163  40 

6,000  00 

Total  amoimt  - 

J48,730  SO 

The  committee  to  whom  nere  recommitteil  certain  re- 
■olu^ODi  respecting  the  mode  of  taking  evidence  in 
ca«s  of  contested  electiona,  wilh  ioitmctioiu  to  take 
the  matter  of  thoaa  reaolutiona  generallj  into  (heii 
canndentiOD,  and  report  theii  opinion  thereon  to  the 
Honae,  haTing  carefully  jammed  the  nilgeet,  nude 
the  following  report : 

The  subject  coDtemplited  by  these  resoluiiou 
Daiurally  presents  itself  under  two  poiikis  of  view: 
the  iDconTeaiences  lesulling  from  the  wsut  of 
permanent  regulations,  and  tne  difficulties  which 
atand  in  the  way  of  their  esiabli^hmeDL 

These  incoQTeDJeDces  iiave  been  felt  and  com- 
plained of  from  the  commencenieDt  of  the  Got- 
ernmeDl  till  the  present  day  ;  and  they  must  coa- 
tJnually  augment  with  the  natural  incmae  fA 
those  cauies  which  give  rise  to  contests  in  elec- 
[ioDs,  TChile  their  pressuie  will  become  mote  and 
mote  heavy  es  the  progress  of  population  on  the 
frontiers  shall  add  new  and  more  remote  districts 
to  the  Union.  They  hare  been  so  frequeDily  ex- 
perienced, and  Bte  so  universally  admitted,  that  ■ 
pariiculBr  enumeration  of  ihem  does  not  appear 
necessary. 


EtHmatt^f  the  propottd  addition  to  the  Nmi/. 
The  annml  npetwe  of  a  74  gon-ihip, 

per  otimato,  ia   (316,041  11_]3 

will  thareGm  ainonntto    -  -    93,008,393  83 

The  trnmal  expense  of  ■  biiganline  of 

18  guns,  per  estimate,  is  #G1,989 

10 — 6  will  therefore  amannl  to       -         Bl  1,984  SO 
Extra  annna)  expense  sttendiog  c<ri- 

vnling  three  ships  of  14  gims  into 

8»-gimfrig«ee      -  -  _  84,061  04 


Anuwnt  of  proposed  ad£lin)-  -   9S,  949,378  96 

AnntMl  expeuM  of  the  oiiatjngf  Mtab- 
B<a««nt   -  -  -  .     8,484,361  10 

«6,S8&,6«0  06 


These 


the 


,  derable  d^ree,  be  avoided  by 

the  esEablishment  of  some  permaoeni  r^ulatiow 
reapecting  evideace  in  cases  of  contested  eleciiMis. 
As  to  the  difficulties  which  oppose  ibemselves  to 
the  adoption  of  such  regulations,  (hey  have  be«i 
considered  by  the  commnleeuDderft  two-fold  pcniii 
of  view :  first,  as  respects  the  powers  of  one  House 
of  Representatives  to  establish  ndea  bimtiuR  upam 
future  Houses ;  and,  secondly,  as  respects  tSe  no- 
priety  of  permitting  the  other  branches  of  iheLe- 
gislaiore  to  interfere  even  in  the  most  indirect 
manner,  in  the  trial  of  contested  elections  for 
the  HoDse  of  Represen  tali  res,  to  which  the  sole 
decision,  in  such  cases,  is  referred  by  the  Coo- 
It  is  aaid  that'if  resolutions  merely  arv  adopted, 
they  can  last  no  longer  than  tke  House  ivWich 
made  them,  and,  oonseqiiently,  cannot  be  peran- 
nent  It  is  said  that  sueh  resolniions.  even  cottU 
they  be  permanent,  could  confer  no  power  to  com- 
pel the  Bitendance  of  witnesses  before  the  persons 
Butborized  lo  take  examinations,  without  which 
the  whole  process  wtmid  be  hoperfect  and  tneSec- 
tuai ;  and  that  this  object  cannot  be  accomplisbed 
without  B  law.  It  is  said  that  to  pass  a  law.  by 
tbe  coHsequences  of  which  ihe  decision  of  coa- 
tested  elections  might  be  effected,  would  be  ts 
give  the  other  branches  of  the  L^islaturv  a  coi>-  . 

objects  which  the  princi^es  of  the  Cob- 
siiiuiion,  no  less  ihan  its  express  direciions,  re- 
quire to  be  confined  exclusively  lo  the  House  it- 
self. It  is  said,  in  fine,  that  such  a  Uw,  cvok  X 
permitted  by  the  Constitution,  wouU  be  ineSee- 
lual,  because  it  could  enact  no  saDctiooa  tmim 
which  the  admission  of  testimony,  takea  p'rifw 
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10  iU  dJcecUona,  could  be  enforced  oa  any  future 
House  of  RepreseDtatires. 

Upon  a  careful  review  of  these  various  objec- 
UOD&,  it  has  appeared  to  the  committee  that  the 
most  proper  and  most  efieclual  method  of  estab- 
lishing perrnanent  regulations  od  this  subject,  if 
not  the  only  practical  method,  would  b«  to  pass  a 
iw  for  that  purpow ;  nor  do  they  consider  as  well 
rounded  the  objections  which  are  urged  agmiot 


The  CoDstituiion  does,  indeed,  provide  that 
"each  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  elections,  re- 
nuns,  and  qtialiGcatione  of  its  own  mtimberE." 
But  the  cOQimitiee  conceive  that  to  pass  a  law  for 
the  object  in  question,  far  from  admiiiiof;  the 
oihn'  branches  of  the  Legislature  to  a  paiJicipa- 
liao  io  the  peculiar  powers  of  the  House,  would 
be,  in  effect,  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  whole  Le- 
gislatore  for  enabling  the  House  to  ezetcise 
those  powers  in  a  manner  more  complete  and 
efiectuaL 

As  to  the  objection  thai  such  a  law  could  enact 
DO  sanctions  by  which  the  admiaaion  of  testimony, 
taken  in  puTMuince  of  its  provisioiiB,  could  be  en- 
forced od  any  fuiuie  House  of  Representatives,  the 
committee  do  not  consider  it  la  of  sufficient 
weight  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  the  measure, 
nea  the  utility  of  which  they  do  not  suppose 
WDold  be  in  any  considerable  degree  diminisbed 
by  this  objeatioD. 

The  proper  and  the  only  necessary  functions  of 
Mwh  a  law  would  be  to  prescribe  the  mode  in 
vhich  testimouy  should  be  taken,  and  to  grant 
iwwers  for  compelling  the  attendance  of  witnesses. 
Whether  testimony  idds  obtained  should  be  ad- 
mitted in  any  particular  case,  or  whether  further 
lestimony  shoiud  be  required,  must  depend  on  the 
dedsioQ  of  that  House  before  which  such  case 
should  come  for  discussion ;  and  it  would  be  in 
tlie  power  of  each  House,  at  the  commencement 
of  its  first  session,  to  adopt  a  rule  declaring  that, 
ia  all  cases  of  contested  elections  to  come  before 
it,  testimony  taken  pursuant  to  such  law  should 
be  rreeived.  This,  it  is  presumable,  would  be 
done,  and  would  gradually  grow  into  a  constant 
■nd  well  known  reflation,  to  which  all  persons 
engaged  in  ooutested  elections  might  with  safety 
couform.  It  would  still  be  in  the  power  of  each 
House  to  lefrain  from  passing  such  a  resolution, 
and  to  reject  the  testimony  ;wi  it  ought  not  to 
be  ptetumed  that,  when  the  mode  should  have 
been  perftwted  by  experience,  and  becoioe  geue- 
tilly  knowti,  testimouy  fairly  taken  in  conformiiy 
to  it  would  be  rejected.  On  the  contrary,  there 
would  be  a  strong  and  well-founded  presumption 
that  such  testimony  would  be  received  ;  and  this 
penioiptioo,  joined  to  the  aid  which  the  law 
would  a&brd  in  compelling  witnesses  to  attend, 
would  enable  person*  concerned  in  contested  eleo- 
lions  to  come  at  first  duty  prepared  for  the  trial, 
while  the  Constitutional  rights  of  each  House 
would  be  saved  by  its  power  lo  adopt  or  reject 
the  mle  for  the  admission  of  the  testimony. 

To  adopt  this  rule  at  the  beginning  of  each 
Congress,  before  it  should  be  known  to  what  par- 
ticobr  cases  it  was  iutended  to  apply,  woiuld. 


',  preclude  those  ioconveniences  which- 
result  from  the  discussion  of  general  principles  in 
connexion  with  particular  cases. 

Conformably  to  these  ideas,  the  committee  re- 
commend that  a  law  be  passed  prescribing  the 
mode  in  which,  and  the  persons  before  whom,  tes- 
timony in  cases  of  contested  elections  for  this 
House  shall  be  taken,  and  giving  power  to  com- 
pel the  attendance  of  witnesses  for  that  purpose. 
The  details  of  this  law,  they  apprehend,  will  ap- 
pear best  in  a  bill ;  but,  not  being  authorized  to 
report  in  that  form,  they  forbear  at  present  to  en- 
ter into  those  details,  and  confine  themselves  to 
the  following  resolution^  which  they  present  for 
t^e  consideration  of  the  House,  to  wit: 

Retolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  provi- 
sion, by  law,  for  taking  evidence  in  contested 
elections  for  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
for  compelling  the  attendance  ol  witnesses  in  such 

Reaolved,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  resolution. 


DEBTORS  or  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

rCommunicsted  to  the  House  of  BepreaontatiTes,  Jiii> 

uaiy  *,  1798.] 
Ths  .Comniitte«  of  Commerce  and  Mannfsctnra,  to 

whom  wss  retbned  the  petition  of  William  BeU, 

made  the  Ibllovring  raport : 

That  he  is  confined  in  the  jail  of  the  city  and. 
county  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  suit  of  the  United 
States,  on  a  custom-house  bond  executed  by  him. 
for  duties  on  goods  imported  by  one  Joseph  Rit- 
tenhouse,  who,  as  he  says,  induced  him  to  become 
principal  in  the  bond,  contrary  to  his  intentions. 
This  circumstance,  (on  which,  together  with  his 
poverty  and  good  character,  the  petitioner  reliea 
for  relief,)  is  not  a  sufficient  ground  for  the  inter- 
position of  legislative  aid;  for  the  committee  be- 
lieve that,  whether  principal  or  surety  only,  he  is 
bound  to  pay  the  debt. 

But  having  been  well  informed  thatthe  peti- 
tioner was  extremely  poor,  they  directed  their  in< 
quiriea  to  the  operation  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt,  passed  the  28ih  May, 
179A,  supposing  the  provisions  of  that  law  were 
competent  to  the  petitioner's  relief.  On  inquiry, 
however,  thev  found  that  various  opitkions  were 
entertained,  ny  different  judicial  officers  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  subject ;  some  of  them  con- 
struing the  law  to  extend  to  debtors  of  the  United 
States,  others  confining  it  solely  to  the  case  of 
individuals.  In  order  to  obtain  the  most  precise 
informaiion  on  this  point,  the  committee  directed 
a  letter  (o  be  written  to  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  Siatev,  which,  with  his  nnawer,  are 
annexed  to  this  report. 

Upon  consideration  of  all  the  ciroumstanceB 
stated  in  this  report,  voar  committee  tltink  it 
would  not  be  advisable  Io  paas  any  law  ex- 
planatory of  the  act  before  cited,  iinttl  a  judicial 
decision  of  the  Sapieme  Cooit  shall  nalu  it  n«- 
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ceat*rf ;  nor  can  they  recommeDd  but  special  io- 
terfereoce  in  *  law  <n  individual  iiuolreiicY- 

The;  are  therefore  of  opiaion  thai  the  pelitioner 
cannoi  obtain  the  relief  he  deairea.  and  thai  he 
have  leare  to  withdraw  fais  petition. 

Sib  ;  I  •in  directed  hy  the  Commiiiee  of  Com- 
merce add  Manufacturea  to  request  your  opiaiou 
on  the  coDKtrnclioQ  of  the  act  of  Congress  *'  for 
the  relief  of  perioDs  imprisoned  for  debt,"  passed 
the  2Slh  of  May,  1796.  The  poioi  thev  wish  lo 
have  detennitied  is.  whether  the  relief  conteoi- 
plated  by  ibis  act  can  be  eiteaded  to  persons  im- 
priioQea  in  civil  causes,  at  the  suit  of  the  United 
Sutes.    You  will  much  oblige  the  committee  by 

S'liag  your  ooinioD  of  the  true  construction  of 
e  law,  and  also  by  mentiooing  such  decisions 
thereon  as' hare  come  lo  your  itnowledge;  it  hav- 
ing been  intimated  to  the  committee  that  differ- 
ent deienninaiioni  have  taken  place  on  this  sub- 
'     -'     -'- ■  '^lesof  different  districts. 

n  great  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
Tant, 

EDWARD  LIVINGSTON. 
The  Attormbt  Genebil 

of  the  United  Staia. 

Pbiladelpbia,  December  81, 1797. 
Sib:  I  hare  considered  the  question  proposed 
iti  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from 
you  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  bearing  date  the  29th  of  No- 
ll is  my  opinion  that  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
MTMns  imprisoned  for  debt,  passed  on  the  38lh 
aa^  ot  May,  1790,  eitenda  as  well  to  persons  im- 

S'ltoned  in  civil  causes,  at  the  suit  of  the  United 
tates,  as  to  other  prisoners  in  civil  causes. 

In  Great  Britain,  the  King  in  aome  insianies  is 
not  bound  by  the  general  words  of  a  statute,  un- 
leaa  he  be  expressly  named.  These  instances  are 
where  hit  pi^erogalive  would  be  impaired  or  di- 
rested  by  the  ceneral  words ;  and  the  correct  rnle 
it  that  generar  words,  in  an  act  of  Parliament, 
'  bind  the  Eiog,  though  not  expressly  named,  unless 
hit  prerogative  it  touched,  and  all  nis  other  ricbts 
are  to  be  no  more  favored  than  the  rights  of  his 
subjects.  For  this  let  me  refer  you  to  8  Mod.  8, 
King  w.  Biihop  of  Armagh;  Dyer,  S50;  Cro. 
Ehz.  5D0i  8  lost.  191. 

Every  statute  for  the  Bdvancement  of  justice, 
^.,  shall  bind  the  ordioarr  ri^ht  of  the  ^n^,  by 
general  words,  as  well  as  the  right  of  the  subject. 
—3  Inst.  681  j  S  Rep.  14 ;  11  Rep.  68.  The  right 
of  the  King  to  arrest  the  body  of  hit  debtor,  till 
his  debt  is  paid,  is  of  the  ordinary  kind;  the  like 
right  is  possessed  by  the  subject  also.  The  same 
reason  exists,  in  both  cases,  for  this  proceeding. 
But  the  King  is  entitled  to  priority  of  paymeot, 
which  it  a  part  of  hit  prerogative,  and  founded 
on  the  preference  due  lo  the  public  treasury  be- 
fore any  private  interest;  yet  to  di»;harge  a  debt- 
or from  jail,  who  has  no  sort  of  properly,  cannot 
interfere  with  this  prerogative.  In  such  a  case 
than  can  be  noprionty  in  payment,  because  there 


is  QOthing  to  be  paid.  Thns,  if  this  reasoning  be 
just,  an  act  of  Parliament,  similar  to  the  act  of 
May  S8,  1796,  would  bind  the  King,  though  not 
expresslr  named.  It  is  true  the  hanh-npt  &ws  of 
Englano,  though  the  words  are  genera),  do  not 
biod  the  King,  nnd  for  this  reason — that  the  debt- 
estates,  after  assi^ment,  are  to  be  applied  to 
all  creditors  alike,  which  distribtition  woold  inter- 
fere with  the  King's  prerogative  riehl  of  priority ; 
and  his  prerogalivesj  as  I  have  before  remarked, 
cannot  be  abndged  Dot  by  eipress  words.  This 
t  like  our  insolvent  law,  which  can  opente 
)  case  where  the  debtor  has  any  propmy  of 
greater  value  than  thirty  dollars,  or  sufficient  lo 
pay  the  debt  for  which  be  is  imprisoned. 

Again,  it  may  be  observed  thai  a  statnte  ia 
some  cases  binds  the  King,  though  not  named. — 
2  Inst.  142, 169.  And,  if  in  any  case,  surely  the 
general  words  of  a  statute  in  favor  of  personal 
nbeTty  ought  to  bind  tbe.King,  thoagh  not  named. 

The  statute  32  Hen.  VIll.  chap.  A  binds  the 
King,  tbotigh  not  named,  because  its  object  is  to 
stippress  wrong,  and  give  a  speedier  reraedy. — 2 
Inst.  681.  A  fortiori^  a  statute  in  favor  of  releas- 
ing from  perpetual  imprisonment  an  insolvent 
citizen^  ought  to  hind,  by  its  general  words,  the 
sovereign  as  well  at  tbe  subject. 

These  arguments,  if  used  on  a  question  of  this 
sort  in  Great  Britain,  would,  in  my  judgment,  be 
decisive  there;  and  inevseem  to  me  to  bive  even 
idore  weight  when  applied  In  this  country,  where 
a  priority  of  pavment  has  been  established  by  law. 
and  not  considered  as  a  right  belonging  to  the 
United  States  as  a  sovereign  pren^iire.  If  the 
sovereign  power  of  the  United  States  possess  cn- 
tain  rignts  different  from  the  rights  of  indiTidanl 
citizens,  they  must  be  ofa  nature  essential  to  the 
care  ot  promotion  of  the  public  good.  Surely  it 
will  not  be  contended  that  the  right  to  imprison 
forever  an  insolvent  debtor  is  of  this  kind.  Our 
law  gives  to  the  United  States  a  priority  of  pay- 
ment before  other  creditors;  but.  constmins  the 
act  of  tbe  28lb  Ma^,  1796,  to  include  the  United 
States  as  well  as  individuals  within  its  general 
words,  does  not  interfere  with  their  right  of  pri' 
orit^,  as  has  been  already  shown ;  nor  does  it  in- 
terfere with  any  tight  of  sovereignty  vested  in  the 
United  Slates,  or  any  right  essential  or  eoDiribo- 
tory  to  the  national  good,  which  they  should 
possess. 

I  have  been  the  more  fall  upon  this  subject  be- 
cause I  have  heard  of  one  instance  where  an  ad- 
{'  adication  contrary  to  this  opinion  has  been  gives, 
have  been  told  that  Judge  Peters,  in  the  case  of 
one  Ritlenhouse,  who  was  a  prisoner  in  a  civil 
cause  at  the  suit  of  the  United  States,  refused  to 
administer  tbe  oath  of  an  insolvent  to  him,  on  the 
ground  that  the  act  did  not  bind  the  United  Stales 
they  not  being  expressly  named  in  it.  It  is  prt^ 
able  the  subject  was  not  investigated  at  that  time. 
However  that  may  be,  for  the  reaaons  before  sta- 
ted, I  cannot  concur  in  opinion  with  the  learned 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  committee  to  a  report  of 
the  Attorney  General  on  Mackev's  petition  lo 
Congress,  in  ihe  Winter  of  1790,  wnich  aug^eiied 
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Revifion  of  the  act  far  the  rdi^  of  Peraon*  impruanedfor  Debt. 


ihe  act  or  SSih  May,  1796,  as  eontaiaing  lotne  ob- 
KriiiioDi  coanecled  wiih  the  subject  now  uniler 
CDDsideratioD.  i  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your 
most  obedient,  bumble  serraiit. 

CHARLES  LEE. 

To  Bdw&bd  Litinqston,  Esq., 

Chairman  Com.  of  Com.  f  Man. 

P.  S.  Tbe  toregoiog  1  submitted  to  the  Dia- 
Diet  All orner  for  PcDDsyUania,  wbose  opinion 
deserves  miica  respect ;  and  it  become*  my  duty 

to  mention  that  we  do  not  concur.  By ' 

die  law  may  b«  aettled  in  February. 


[Cainmaiiicaled  to  CangTMi,  Janiui7  18,  179S.] 
ficnffcDWn  aflAe  Senate,  and 

Otailtinen  iff  the  Houte  af  Seprettntativei : 

A  represeDtBtion  ha 
Judge  or  tbe  Penusyb 
States,  of  certain  inconfeniences  and  disagreeable 
ciicnmstaaces  which  have  occurred  in  tbe  execu- 
tion of  the  law  paned  on  tbe  twenty-eighth  day 
of  Hay,  one  ifaousaod  seven  hundred  and  ninety' 
lii,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  persona  im- 
pti^ined  for  debt,"  as  well  as  of  certain  doubts 
which  have  been  raised  concerning  its  construc- 
tion. This  represeniDtioD,  together  with  the  re- 
vort  of  the  Attorney  General  oq  the  same  subjei 
Idow  traosroil  to  Congress  for  their  consider 
tion,  thai,  if  any  amendments  or  explanations  of 
that  law  should  be  thought  advisable,  ihey  may 
be  adopted. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

Unitbo  Statbs,  January  18, 1798. 

Philadblpbia,  January  8, 1798. 
SiH :  From  motives  of  humanity  towards  the 
objects  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  set 
for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,"  I 
We,  under  several  disagreeable  otic  urns  tan  ees, 
endeavored  to  carry  that  law  into  effect ;  bul  I 
End  it  deficient  in  many  essential  provisions.  It 
is  doubtful  whether  the  district  jndge  is  vested 
with  judicial  powers,  or  those  of  a  bankrupt  com- 
missioner. It  should  seem  that  jadicial  authority 
was  not  intended,  as  I  can  hardly  suppose  Con- 
gress meant  to  commit  any  part  of  the  judiciary 
anthority  of  tbe  United  States  into  a  situation  so 
intrfficient  and  degrading.  The  proceedings  are 
to  be  bad  within  the  walls  of  a  prison,  and  tKt 
judge  it  to  certify  them  to  the  jailer.  In  this  dis- 
trict, where  contracts  are  numerous,  complicated, 
aad  extensive,  it  is  impracticable  to  do  Dusiness 
with  propriety  and  effect  in  a  jail.  No  record  of 
tlie  iraosactians  is  directed  when  tbe  judge  him- 
self acts,  thonsh  tbe  lawrequires  theeommisaion- 
ers  appointed  ny  him  to  return  ibeit  doings  to  the 
District  Court.  The  juilge  has  no  authority  to 
order  the  prisoner  to  t>e  brought  into  a  more  Si 
and  COD venient  place,  nor  to  punish  contempts  oi 
eaforce  orders;  and  if  it  be,  as  it  appears,  an  ez- 


irajudicial  transaction,  it  is  doubtful  whither  per- 
sons, other  than  the  debtor,  taking  false  oaths,  be- 
fore either  the  judge  or  commissioners,  can  be 
Sunisbed  for  perjury.  These  are  not  all  the  d»- 
tcls  of  this  faw,  hut  they  are  sufficient  to  show 
that  it  wants  revision  and  correction. 

There  are  some  persona  in  the  debtors' apart- 
ment of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  coa- 
Gned  under  process  of  the  District  Court  for  debt* 
to  the  United  States.  I  bare  been  (after  due  in- 
vesti^tion  at  tbe  time,  as  the  liberty  of  a  citizen 
was  in  question)  and  am  now  of  opinion,  that 
debtors  to  the  United  Slates  are  not  relievable 
under  the  act  before  mentioned.  These  debtors 
have  been  a  Ions  time  confined.  One  of  them 
before  the  last  Winter  session  of  Congress.  A 
learned  law  officer  conceives  that  I  ought  to  con- 
sider them  as  objects  of  the  law;  but  another, 
whose  opinion  he  is  reminded  by  hit  duty  to  men- 
tion at  deterving  retpeci,  does  not  concur  with 
him.  He  proposes,  instead  of  legislative  explana- 
tions, that  the  question  should  be  examined  br 
Tnanaamut.  In  the  meantime  these  unhappy  pri- 
soners are  ihe  victims  to  a  delay,  which  a  tew 
words  in  law  would  long  ago  have  remedied,  and 
will  now  further  prevent.  I  mention  this  barely 
to  show  that  the  law  is  at  least  doubtful  on  this 
point.  In  my  motives  for  executing  this  law,  I 
choose  to  forget  all  questions  about  Constitutional 
authority  to  compel  a  judge  to  perform  extrajudi- 

The  marahal  of  the  district  represents  to  me 
that  there  is  no  provision  made  for  fuel  and  Other 
necessaries  for  poor  debtors  confined  by  process 
of  tbe  courts  of  the  United  Slates.  Witnesses  are 
also  confined  in  jail,  to  insure  their  appearance  to 
give  testimony,  and  suffer  for  want  ol  provision 
adequate  to  their  support 

I  have  deemed  myself  bound  to  make  this  rep- 
resentation to  you,  that  no  imputatioD  may  lie  on 
me,  if  persons  confined  under  the  process  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  suffer  and  continue 
in  prison  for  want  of  provision  for  their  release  or 
support.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sincere  re- 
spect, your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  PETERS, 
Judge  Penn.  Diatrict  of  U.  S. 

The  PBBSinBHT  or-THC  Ukitbd  States. 


Paii^DELPHii,  Jamtary  10, 1796. 

Sir:  I  have  attentively  considered  the  letter  of 
tbe  Judse  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  <rf 
Pennsyfrania,  dated  the  8tb  instant,  relative  to 
the  act  of  Congress,  entjtled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,"  which  he 
thinks  deficient  in  many  particulars. 

1.  He  states  it  as  doubtful  whether  the  act  vest- 
ed judicial  power  in  ihe  judge  relative  to  the  dis- 
charge of  insolvents,  and  assigns  for  the  reaaon  of 
the  doubt  that  the  law  requires  the  proceedings 
to  be  had  io  the  jail,  and  certified  to  the  Jailer. 
This  reason  creates  no  doubt  in  my  mind,  lor  ju- 
dicial authority  may  be  exercised  in  any  place 
appointed  by  law,  end  the  certificate  to  the  jailer 
is  requisite  to  inform  him  whether  tbe  prisoner 
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may  be  discharged  aa  bd  insolvent, 
tD  cuKlouy. 

2d.  The  complaint  a^insl  the  law  in  requiring 
the  iud^e  to  ^o  to  the  jail,  and  there  (o  esecme 
the  Dullness,  is  well  founded.     It  is  UDnecessarJIy 
degrading-  and  troublesome,  and  must  be  rery  die- 
agreeable.    The  act  should  be  amended,  by  au- 
thorizing; the  judge  to  issue  his  warrant  command- 
ing the  jailer  to  bring  the  prisoner  before  hiiu, 
some  certain  time  and  place  [o  be  named  in  t 
warraut,  and  amhoriziug  any  parties  interested 
obtain  sabpceuas  for  witnesses  from  the  clerk  of 
the  court,  requiring  their  attendance  to  give  testi- 
mony tben  and  there.    Also  in  the  great  cities  of 
Philadelphia,  New  York.  Boston,  Baltimore,  e    ' 
Charleston,  the  judge  of  (be  district  should  hi 

KFer  to  appoiot  two  commissioners  to  do  this 
d  of  business,  when  it  shall  be  ineanvpnieat  to 
the  district  judge,  by  reason  of  other  judicial  oc- 
capotions,  absence,  sickness,  or  other  inability, 

3d.  It  is  objected  that  the  act  does  not  require 
K  record  of  the  iransactioDs  when  the  judge  him- 
self aots.  Certainly  the  proceedings  ought  to  be 
recorded  in  the  district  court  by  the  clerk  of  that 
court  whether  done  before  the  judge  of  the  dis- 
trict court  or  commissioners,  ana  so  I  underbtaod 
the  law  as  ii  now  is  j  for  though  it  does  not  ex- 
pressly direct  the  judge,  when  he  acts,  to  return 
nis  domgs  to  the  district  court,  yet  it  is  implied, 
from  ths  nature  of  a  court  of  record,  (hat  what- 
ever is  judicially  done  by  the  court  shall  be  re- 
corded. However,  this  may  be  made  plainer  by 
an  amendment. 

4th.  It  is  doubted  whether  witnessea  taking  fiilse 
oaths  be/ore  the  communontn  are  punishable  for 
perjury ;  and  cooaideriog  the  expressions  of  the 
act  of  Cooness  respecting  perjury,  tb^e  seems 
good  causeTor  ibis  doubt. 

5(lt.  It  is  represented  that  no  provision  is  made 
for  supplying  necessaries  to  poor  persons  confined 
under  execution  as  debtors,  or  confined  as  wii- 


defect  should  be  suppli 

6th.  A  difi^rence  of  opinion  is  entertained  whe- 
ther the  act  befoie  mentioned  comprehends  debt- 
ors to  the  United  Stales  or  not.  On  this  question, 
and  on  this  alone,  a  committee  of  Congress  applied 
lately  to  me  for  my  opinion,  which  I  sent,  and  of 
which  I  take  the  liberty  to  transmit  the  enclosed 
copy.  As  I  think  the  fewer  the  laws  the  better, 
if  competent  to  the  purpose  of  society,  I  deem  it 
advisable  to  avoid  every    ~  '''  '' 


y  muttipliea- 

n  of  legislative  acts.  If  this  was  the  only  ob- 
jection or  doubt  in  the  law  now  under  considera- 
tion, it  might  wait  for  a  judicial  decision  in  the 
Supreme  Court ;  bntj  as  in  other  respects  (he  law 
is  capable  of  essential  amendment,  it  will  be 
best  tnai  the  attention  of  Congress  be  called  to  the 
iriiole  subject.  With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the 
honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 

CHARLES  LEB. 
The  PBEaiDEMT  OF  TB£  Unitbd  States. 


RELIEF  OF  mPBISOnED  DEBT0B8. 

[Cwwnnwicated  In  tbe&onseaf  R«pMMOtatiT<i,  Feln- 

ary  J6,  179a.] 
Mr,  N.  Bttrra,  fatm  the  contuiliM  ^ipointed  to  bqiiin 

into  th«  Bipediem^r  of  making  altciatinu  in  die  M 

for  thfl  relief  of  panons  inpriraied  (br  debt,  midtdH 

ffdlowiog  report : 

That,in  their  opinion,  the  said  act  ought  to  ben 
amendedas  to  extend  its  piovisioni  inespressienns 
10  persons  imprisooed  in  civil  causes  at  (be  sail 
of  the  Uoited  States ;  also,  that  the  several  Diitricl 
Judges  ought  to  be  authorized  to  issue  (lieii  war- 
rants, commandJDg  the  jailors  to  bring  the  prison- 
er* before  them  at  such  lime  and  place  as  they  sbtU 
think  proper  toappoint,  for  the  purpose  of  eiecDtinf 
the  business  assigned  (hem  by  (be  said  act;  and  in 
case  of  prisoners  confined  in  the  cities  of  Philadel- 
phia, New  Tork,  BostOD,  Baltimore,  and  Chariu- 
lon,  the  judges  ought  to  be  empowered  to  appoint 
two  oomauwioDen  to  do  the  businets  under  ihc 
said  act,  when  it  shall  be  ioccwveuient  for  ihe 
judges  to  attend  on  the  said  business  by  reason 
of  other  judicial  dutiea,abseace,a)ckne9s,  or  iaaUi- 
t^.  Your  committee  are  also  of  opinion  thai  pn>> 
vision  OQght  to  be  made  by  law  for  the  suppoiiof 
poor  prisoners  during  their  confinement,  previoili 
to  taking  the  oath  provided  for  them  by  the  said 


RBVI8I0N  OP  CERTAIN  ACTS. 

[Communicated    to    the   House  of   Hepisasnlsti'w. 

April  £S,  IT9B.] 
Mr.  Oti*i  from  the  eommittee  to  iriiaoi  wan  nfand 
two  reaidatians  of  the  9Tlh  of  Marehlai^  toooDOdBif 
any,  and  what,  allantiona  ongfat  to  be  mada  Id  u  ut 
Mititled  "An  Kt  for  the  nliW  of  penoni  impannld 
fiir  iebt ;"  and  also  in  an  ait  entitled  "  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  mitigating  or  remitting  the  (bifailnns,  post- 
lia^  and  di«aUiti«t  aecming  ia  entain  emtt  Oxuma 
msatiuaad,"  made  the  fcdlowing  rqiort : 
That,  in  the  opinionofthecommittee,  the  relief 
aflbrded  by  law  to  persoos  imprisoned  for  del(,  It 
the  suit   of  individuals,  should    be   eileaded  to 
those  who  may  be  imprisoned  for  debts  due  u  ihe 
United  States ;  aod,  acconliogly,  snlnnit  ibe  In^ 


of  opinion  that  no  debtor  to  the  United  Suias 
should  be  discharged  from  imptisonmoit  upon 
any  judgment  but  with  the  approbation  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  (he  Treasury ;  and  they  have  inserted 
'-  (he  aforesaid  bill  a  proviuon  for  this  objecL 
This  bill,  if  adopted,  will  embrace  all  (he  pri* 
lie  petitions  that  were  submitted  to  the  eocamil- 
tes,  except  that  of  James  Oreenleaf.  Tbis  peti- 
tioner is  confined  upon  mesne  process,  and  ptays 
(hat  the  benefit  of  the  act  for  the  rdief  of  persoof 
impriu>ned  for  debt  may  be  extended  to  soch  pe^ 
sons  prior  to  the  recovery  of  final  jud^meDi ;  bal 
the  committee  are  of  opuiioQ  that  an  innoviiiOB 
of  this  naiure  cannot  be  made  with  propriety  v 
convenience,  nnlesi  by  means  of  a  onifarm  syiiM 
ofbankraptcy;  they  thearefore  recommend  that  ai' 
Greenleaf  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition' 
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kudemniti/  to  the  Estate  of  General  Oreent. 


INDEMNITY  TO  ESTATE  OF  GEN.  GREENE. 

[CoaudDnlcitod  to  the  Haiue  of  ScprewntitiTea,  Feb- 
nnij  14,  1798.] 

riu  Committee  of  Cluma,  U>  irhoiii  were  recommiUed 
Ihc  petition  of  Henr;  Hill,  and  the  aevera]  reporta 
thcreati.  "with  iiutnictions  to  repoit  a  ■titement  of 
Iha  beta  rel&tire  to  tbe  demHiuta  against  which  the 
United  State*  have  indenaified  Oeaeral  Greene,  as 
nn^fivJohn  Banka,"  having  inTeitigated  and  had 
■he  ume  under  coneideration,  now  praaent,  w  die 
laanlt  of  their  inquiriea,  the  Ibtiowlng  report ; 

Tbe  transaction  in  which  the  claim  ia  qaeation 
originated  tuok  place  as  ton^  ago  ai  ihe  mooth  of 
December,  nSOj  at  whichume  Joseph  Clay,  then 

Siymaster  for  the  Southern  Army,  paid  to  Nbiioi 
urneit,  aid-de-camp  to  Qeneral  Qietae.  and  Of 
\a  orders,  the  «um  of  $37,200  in  bills  of  excbaitge, 
fat  specie.  . 

Pursuaat  to  Oeoeral  Oreene's  direciion,  Major 
Baraett  ludged  those  bills  in  the  bands  of  Ciiaries 
P«tit,Esq,ofPhiladelphiK,  who  wastben  assia- 
taatQiurlerinasCer  Oeneral  under  Oen.  Greeoe. 

A  part  of  the  bilk  amoaDting  to  t9,800,  Mr. 
Peait  delivered  to  Mr.  Morria,  taeQ  Superioteo- 
deoi  of  Finance,  who  accounted  for  that  aum ;  the 
KmaiQing  $37,400  were  sold  by  Mr.  Peltit.  They 
produced  $19,^16  18-90tha  in  money,  of  which  he 
pud  810,903  84-90th$  to  Major  Burnett  fur  tbe 
use  of  Oeoeral  Greene,  by  whom  it  has  been  ac- 
CDuaied  fur.  The  balance,  amounting  lo  $8,612 
24-90ch$  remained  in  tbe  hands  of  Mr,  Peltit,  who 
rciaiaed  it  as  public  money,  in  payment  of  a  bal- 
uce  which  he  alleged  to  be  due  to  bim  from  the 
public  in  tbe  Q,uartermaster's  departmenl.  In 
this  manner  he  has  always  declared  himself  ready 
toaccaunt  for  it,  and  tbe  cojnmillee  God  il  actually 
charged  to  tbe  Q,uariet master  Qeneral,  in  an  ac- 
couDt  beiweea  tbat  department  and  the  United 
Stales,  which  waa  stated  by  Mr.  Burtall,  the  late 
Commissioner,  on  the  Isi  of  May,  1789,  but  has 
BOlyet  been  finally  closed. 

The  Treasury  Department,  at  that  lime  under 
ihedireciion  ofMt.  Morris,  viewed  this  tfansac- 
tioD  in  a.  difiereni  light  from  Mr.  Peltit;  regard- 
ing Major  Burnett  as  a  principaJ  in  the  business, 
they  opened  an  account  agaioai  him.  in  which  he 
was  chatged  wilb  (he  whole  amount  of  bills  re- 
cdred  from  Mr.  Clay,  and  credited,  not  for  the 
whole  amouQl  as  deliTered  by  him  to  Mr.  Petlit, 
but  for  Ihe  sura  paid  by  Mr.  Pettit  to  the  Superio- 
tendent  of  Finance,  and  to  Qeneral  Greene  i  thus 
ihe  balance  of  S8,61S  24-90ths,  retained  by  Mr. 
Pettit,  stood  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  as  a 
charge  against  Major  Burnett. 

Not  long  afterwards  Major  Burnett  formed  a 
Co-partnership  in  trade  with  John  Banks,  and  suu- 
ilryother  pervons,  under  the  firm  of  Hunter.  Banks, 
and  Co. 

It  was  with  John  Banks,  a  partner  in  this  house, 
that  General  Greene,  in  the  Fall  of  the  year  1788, 
and  in  pursuance  of  authority  from  the  Deport- 
menl  of  War,  concluded  a  contract  for  supplies  of 
cloihiog  for  the  troops  under  his  command.  Banks 
contracted  on  behsif  of  the  house,  aod  the  BUn)Uei 
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for  completing  the  contract  were  purchased  on 
credit  by  the  coauactors  from  certain  British 
merchants  in  Charleston. 

Soon  afterwards  proposals  werr  made  by  John 
Banks,  on  behalf  of  the  same  bouse,  for  the  supply 
of  provisions  for  (he  Souibeio  Army,  for  wnich 
General  Greene  bad  also  been  authorized  by  tti« 
Superintendent  of  Finance  to  contract.  These 
proposals,  tbe  urgent  necessities  of  the  serrio- 
compelled  General  Greene  to  accept,  and  the  new 
contract  for  ibis  object  was  concluded  on  the  ISlh. 
of  February,  1783.  In  this  contract  Banks  alone 
apptBred,and  (he  accounts  at  the  Treasury  weia 
opened  in  bis  name,  but  it  is  fully  uodetsiood  th&t 
he  acted  on  behalf  of  Che  bouse  of  Hunter,  Banks, 
and  Co. 

It  soon  appeared  that  the  engagements  of  the. 
house,  under  this  last  contract^  were  beyond  their 
means.  They  were  pressed  for  payment  by  thft 
merchants  from  whom  the  goods  for  completing, 
(heir  first  contract  bad  been  purchased,  and  who 
insisted  that  tbe  funds  of  the  nause  should  be  ap- 
plied solely  to  (he  discharge  of  their  demands,  un- 
less new  and  satisfactory  security  should  beeiveoi 
This  security  the  house  was  unahle  to  fina,  and 
the  funds  is  question,  the  only  means  whereby 
(hey  had  the  least  chance  of  compledng  (heir  sec- 
ond contract,  were  thus  locked  up. 

In  tbe  dilemma,  ihey  had  recourse  to  General 
Greene,  who,  in  order  to  set  free  (beir  funds,  and 
enable  them  lo  furnish  the  Army  with  provision^ 
became  surety  for  ihem  to  sundry  persona,  and  ia 
ouut.  The  bonds  whereby  this  security 
were  I'xecuted  about  the  8th  of  April, 

}unter  security  for  himself.  General 
acted  from  Banks,  who  represented 
me  nouse  throughout  the  whole  transaction,  an 
engagement  that  the  moneys  to  become  due  from 
the  United  States,  under  tne  conlracc^  should  be 
applied  solely  and  exclusively  to  the  discharge  of 
(hose  debts  for  which  he  had  thus  become  respon- 
sible ;  aod  ibe  more  effectually  to  insure  the  per* 
formance  of  this  en^sement,  authority  was  given 
by  Banks  to  James  War rinsion.  one  of  those  ere-; 
ditots,  and  azent  for  the  otiiers,  to  receive  (hose 
moneys  in  Philadelphia,  as  (hey  should  beeome 
due.  He  accordingly  did  receive  S^T.OOO  undei 
(his  authority  from  Mr.  Petlit,  in  Philadelphia^ 
who  was  the  agent  of  Banics,  and  drew  tbe  moaej 
from  tbe  Treasury  as  it  became  due  under  the 
coTiiraci.  Some  payments,  but  to  amuchsmaUer 
amount,  were  likewise  made  in  the  same  manner 
to  other  creditors  of  this  description.  It  does  not 
appear  (hat  the  above-mentioned  eoEogement  waa 
ever  reduced  (o  writing,  or  assumed  toe  shape  of 
a  formal  contract ;  nor  is  il  known  to  have  beea 
made  at  (be  lime  when  General  Greene  became 
security ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  having  beea 
considered  and  represented  by  the  house  as  a  stip- 
ulation, notonly  with  General  Greene,  but  also  with 
their  creditors ;  and  that  they  gave  their  agen^ 
Mr.  Petlit,  instructions  to  cooiorm  lo  it  by  paying 
the  contract  money  in  discharge  of  those  debtL 
with  a  statement  of  which  they  also  furnished 
him.    Banks,  however,  waa  far  from  ohservuig 
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this  ensagemeQi;  for  a  considerable  part  of  the 
fuDdH  in  qucstioD  were  diveried  by  him  iolo  other 
channels. 

When  the  accouni  of  Banks  under  this  caniract 
for  the  supply  of  provisions  came  to  be  settled 
with  his  agent,  Mr.  Peltit,  al  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  the  SupeVinlendetit  of  Finance, 
Hr.  Morris,  considered  Major  Burnett  as  one  of 
the  contractors;  and  finding  him  charged  in  the 
books  of  iheTreasury  with  i£ebBlaciceotS8,S13 
wbich  Mr.  Pettit  had  forme  '  '      " 

proceeds  of  the  bills  broueh: 
by  Burnett,  in  17S0  he  insisted  on  placing  that 
sum  to  the  debit  of  the  contract  account.  This  be 
did  upon  the  principle  that  this  money  was  due 
to  the  United  States  by  Burnett,  one  of  the  con- 
tractors, and  oughL  therefore,  to  be  deducted  out 
of  the  sums  due  from  the  United  States  uader 
the  contract  of  the  house  whereof  Bq melt  was  a 
partner. 

Mr.  Pettit,  on  the  other  hand,  coniended  that 
the  bills  placed  in  his  hands  by  Major  Burnett,  in 

Eursuance  of  General  Qreene's  orders,  were  pub- 
c  property,  in  the  transmission  of  which  ^om 


meretv  as  the  messenger  of  deoeral  Greene, 

that  tte  money  arising  from  these  bills  being  pub- 
lic money,  he,  as  As^sistant  (tuartei master  Gen- 
erml.  had  a  right  to  retain  and  account  for  them 
in  tbat  department;  so  that  no  charge  could  justly 
be  made  on  this  account  against  Major  Burnett; 
nor  did  he  admit  ihatif  the  charge  against  Burnett 
wms  just,  his  private  debts  to  the  public  could  be 
set  on  against  the  claims  of  Banks,  who  alone  ap- 
peared in  the  contract,  and  in  whose  name,  iudl' 
Tidnally,  the  contract  account  had  been  opened 
and  kept  at  the  Treasury. 

However  doubtful  the  last  of  these  points  may 
be,  the  committee,  upon  full  consideration,  are 
clearly  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Pettit  was  right  as  to 
the  Brst,  and  that  the  balance  in  question  oueht 
never  to  have  been  charged  to  Major  Burnett.  He 
manifestly  acted  as  the  mere  ageol  of  General 
Oreene  in  transmitting  those  bills  of  exchange 
from  the  hands  of  Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Pettit ;  and  if 


been  charged  with  the  bills  as  recpivel  from  Mr. 
Clay,  and  credited  with  them  as  delivered  to  Mr. 
Pettit,  and  then  the  account  would  have  been  bal- 
■nced  and  closed. 

IT  the  committee  are  right  in  supposing  that 
Hajoi  Burnett  ought  not  to  have  been  charged 
with  this  balance,  wliieb  Mr.  Pettit  had  retained, 
and  was  willing  to  account  for,  it  follows  that  no 
foundation  existed  for  the  charge  against  Banks 
in  the  contract  account.  The  Superintendent  of 
Finance,  however,  settled  the  account  in  his  own 
way;  and  this  balance,  with  interest,  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  $9,786  81,  was  charged  to  Banks ; 
but  the  propriety  of  this  decision  was  never  ad- 
mitted, either  by  the  latter  or  by  his  agent.  The 
settlement  took  place,  partially,  on  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, 1783,  and  tne  above-mentioned  charge 
was  made  ;  on  the  30th  of  March  following,  the 
•ceount  was  finally  closed.    Upon  this  settle- 


ment, and  after  charging  Banks  with  the  balanet 
in  question,  there  was  a  balance  against  bitn  at 
S2,713  88.  From  this  statement  it  appears,  in  i 
manner  satisfactory  to  the  committee,  that  ibe 
United  States  have  been  twice  credited  withthii 
sum  of  $8768  81;  Brst  in  the  ftuarterniMiei 
General's  Department,  and  secondly  in  the  con- 
tract account  of  John  Banks,  to  whom,  they  are 
of  opinion,  it  was  improperly  charged  in  the  wt- 
tlement  of  December,  1783.  This  error,  they  con- 
ceive, ought  to  be  corrected  by  placing  the  sum 
in  quertion  to  his  credit  on  that  day ;  so  ibai,  in- 
stead of  a  balance  against  him  of  $2,715  88,  ihtte 
wouldbeabaUoceinhis  favor  of  £7.052  S3,  for 
which  sum  the  United  Stales  must,  of  course, bt 
considered  as  indebted  to  him  on  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, 1783.  But,  as  the  account  was  closed  it 
the  Treasury  under  the  former  Government,  atd 
OS  the  present  Treasury  Department  have  adopted 
■  rule  that  no  such  accounts  <Bh nil  now  be  opened, 
this  error  cannot  be  corrected  without  theiid  of 

It  IS  this  sum  of  (7,052  83,  contended  to  bave 
thus  become  due  from  the  United  States  to  Jobi 
Banks  on  the  31st  of  December,  1783,  that  is  now 
claimed  by  Henry  Hill,  as  the  attorney  in  fact  of 
James  Miller,  who  rests  his  claim  on  an  assip- 
ment  from  Banks.  The  assignment,  a  copy  of 
which  is  subjoined  to  this  report,  bears  dste  on 
the  7th  day  of  April,  1784.  From  the  paper  itself, 
as  well  as  from  an  explanatory  letter  from  Charles 
Pettit,  Esq.  to  Mr.  Hill,  which  is  alsosDbjoined,it 
appears  clearly  to  include  the  above-meotiooed 
sum.  By  a  certiScaie  from  the  late  Auditor  of 
the  Treasury,  which  is  abo  annexed,  it  ippeart 
that,  in  the  Winter  of  1789-90,  this  issigoment 
was  produced  to  him  by  Mr.  Hill,  in  support  of 
his  claim  against  the  United  Slates  for  the  bal- 
ance in  question.  The  reasons  why  the  cbiia 
could  not  be  admitted  at  the  Treasury  hire  al- 
readv  been  stated. 

About  the  time  of  this  assignment,  ihehonwof 
Hunter,  Banks,  &,  Co. failed. and  Banks  soonaliH 
died  insolvent.  Those,  creditors  of  the  boose  to 
whom  General  Greene  bad  given  security  brought 
suits  against  his  estate,  and  his  leeal  represenU- 
-'--    -ppliedto  Congress  for  relief  and  it'' — "" 


1790.  A  bill  granting  the  indemnity  was  intrtK 
duced  and  read  a  first  time  on  the  5th  d*y  of 
April,  1792. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  1792.  while  this  meiiDrt 
was  still  depending,  Mr.  Hill  presented  t  petition 
to  Congress,  stating  his  claim  against  the  Uoited 
States  under  John  Banks,  and  praying  thai  noaci 
which  might  be  passed  for  the  reliefof  General 
Greene's  estate  might  be  so  framed  as  to  itopau 
his  claim.  This  petition  wa."  referred  to  a  coiB- 
mittee,  who  reported  favorably  on  the  lOib  of 
April,  1792,  and  their  report  was  referred  to  ibe 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  who  tbep  m 
under  consideration  the  bill  above  mentiooeo. 
With  this  matter  thus  before  it,  the  House  ff^ 
ceeded,  on  the  same  day,  to  pass  the  bill 

This  bill,  wbich  puatd  into  a  law  oa  tbe»lb 
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oflhesame  rnoDtb,coatained  the ToUowiDg  clause: 
"Prorided,  alsO,  tbat  ihe  said  eieculors  sball  roake 
onr  and  assign  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treas- 
Drj'  lod  his  successors,  for  ihe  u«e  of  ihe  United 
Slater,  all  nioriEages,  bonds,  coTenaQts,  or  oiber 
coODier  securiiies  whatsoever,  now  due,  wbich 
were  obtained  by  the  ^d  General  Qreeae,  in  his 
lifetime,  from  the  said  Banks  &,  Co.,  ou  account 
ofbh  beiag  surely  for  them  as  aforesaid,  to  be  paid 
for  in  the  name  of  tbe  said  executors,  for  the  use 
of  ibe  United  Slates." 

On  the  StU  of  November,  1792,  James  Warring- 
ton, as  altoruey  in  fact  for  Joseph  Blachford,  one 
of  the  Aediiors  of  John  Banks,  presented  a  peti- 
tion to  Congress,  staling  the  balance  due,  as  above 
— 'ined,  from  the  United  Stales  to  Banks,  and 
--       ''  ■    '  ■  -*ifac- 


jnayin^  that  it  might  be  paid 
tiOD  ot  the  debt  of  his  principal.  This  peiitioo 
was  referred  to  a  committee,  who  reportea  oa  the 
1st  of  Febraary  following.  After  reciting  the  eir- 
cainstances  of  tbe  case,  they  recommend  tbe  fol- 
lowing resolution :  '■  Reaolwd,  Thai  the  account- 
ing cheers  of  the  Treasury  cause  (he  sum  of 
t9,T68  81,  chared  to  John  Banks  on  the  31st  day 
of  December,  1783.  to  be  credited  to  the  said  John 
Banks;  and  tbat  the  sum  no  credited  be  charged 
to  such  other  persaa  as,  in  iheir  opinion,  shall  be 
justly  chargeable  therewith."  This  resolution  was 
adopted  on  the  20ih  of  February,  1793.  A  bill 
was  brought  in  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate, at  the  sameseasiou;  but  the  Senate  adjourned 
without  acting  upon  it,  and,  of  course,  it  was  lost. 

James  Warringion  took  no  further  steps  in  the 
business;  but,  on  tbe  Ifllb  of  December,  1793. 
Henry  Hill,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  other  credit- 
ors of  John  Banks,  presented  a  petition  to  the 
House,  slating  that  such  a  bill  bad  passed  ihe 
House  at  a  former  session,  and  praying  thai  a  simi- 
lar bill  might  be  passed  for  tbe  benefit  of  those  en- 
tilled  under  Banks.  This  peiition  was  referred  lo 
I  committee,  who  reported  favorably  oa  the  7lh  of 
January,  1794.  No  proceedings,  however,  appear 
10  have  been  bad  on  ihe  report  till  the  22d  of  Jan- 
uary, 1795,  when  it  was  referred  lo  tbe  Commit- 
tee of  Claims.  That  committee  made  afaTorable 
report  on  the  i  ' 
fert^  lo  tbe  Ci 
Dot  further  acted  upon  during  that 

On  the  9ih  of  December,  1796,  the  report  last 
mentioned  was  again  referred  to  a  Commiuee  of 
the  Whole  Hottse,  wha  on  the  14th  of  the  same 
tnonih,  were  dischargea  from  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof,  and  it  was  recommitted  lo  tbe 
Committee  of  Claims.  On  the  13tb  of  January, 
1797,  that  con^miltee  again  made  a  favorable  re- 
port, which  was  again  the  subject  of  the  last  re- 
commitment. 

These  various  reports,  which  are  to  be  found  on 
the  files  of  the  House,  uniformly  recommend  the 
passing  of  a  law  similar  lo  the  bill  actur "  ' 

oy  Ihe  House  on  the  pelilioo  of  James 
Km,  and  the  effect  of  which  would  be 
tbe  error  committed  by  the  Treasury  in  the  sel- 
llement  of  Banks's  contract  account  ontbeSlsiof 
December,  1783,  bv  placing  the  aforementioned 
balance  to  his  credit  on  that  day ;  those  legally 


eolilled  lo  this  balance  under  Banks  might  then 
obtain  it,  either  by  application  at  the  Treasury, or 
by  judicial  decision,  io  case  of  controversy. 

Ou  the  14ih  of  March,  1796,  while  these  pro- 
ceedings on  Mr.  Hill's  application  were  had,  a 
id  pelitioD  was  presented  to  Congresa,  by  the 
representatives  of  Oeoeral  Greene,  praying  for  re- 
lief and  indemnifica,tion  tuainst  others  of  Banks's 
ireditors,  to  whom  he  had  become  surely  in  the 
nanner  and  for  the  purposes  already  slated.  In 
consequence  of  this  peiition,  an  act  was  passed  on 
tbe  1st  of  June  following,  granting  the  relief 
prayed  for,  and  containing  tbe  foUowmg  proviso: 
"  The  said  executors  shall  make  over  to  tbe 
Oomplroller  of  the  Treasury  and  his  successors, 
fur  tbe  United  Slates,  all  properly,  mortgages, 
bondt>,  covenants,  and  other  counter  securities 
latsoever,  if  such  there  are,  wbich  were  obtain- 
by  General  Greene,  in  his  life-time,  from  ibe 
said  John  Banks  and  parlners,  or  either  of  ihem, 
and  causes  of  action  on  account  of  his  being  surety 
for  them  as  aforesaid  ;  to  be  paid  for  in  the  name 
of  the  said  executors,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
Stales." 

It  appears  that,  under  these  two  acts,  the  follow- 
ing sums  have  been  paid  out  of  ihe  Treasury  of 
the  United  Stales,  in  discharge  of  debts  origiuallv 
contracted  by  Hunter,  Banks,  &,  Co.,  for  wbien 
General  Greene  became  surely ; 
Under  ihe  firsl  get,  -  -  -  (27,504  15 
Under  the  second,        -        .       -  20,000  00 

Total,  -        -       - 


•47,504  15 


for  which  sum  the  committee  apprehend  there 

be  no  doubt  thai  tbe  United  Stales  may  JQstly 

>ider  themselves  as  the  creditors  of  Hunter, 

Banks,  &.  Co. 

Tbe  debt  of  Harris  and  Blachford  having  been 

le  of  those  for  which  General  Greene  was  bound, 

and  against  which  his  estate  has  been  indemnified, 

it  is  to  be  remarked  that,  bad  ihe  bill  which  was 

founded  on  the  petition  of  James  Warrington  been 

enacted  and  the  money  contemplated  by  it  been 

paid  to  Warrington,  tbat  money  would  havegone 

in  discharge  of  so  much  of  the  debt  due  from 

Hunter,  Banks,  &  Co.  to  Harris  and  Blachford, 

and,  of  course,  would  have  reduced  by  so  much 

ium  for  which  the  United  States  became  le- 


rs 


that  bill  had  passed  into  a  law.  the  said  money 
would  have  been  paid  to  Warrington  or  lo  Henry 
Hill,  by  virtue  of  his  absignment,  the  comoiitlee 
cannot  decide. 

The  facts  here  stated  appear  in  the  various  re- 
ports and  other  documenis.  respeciiuK  this  busi- 
ness, which  are  now  on  the  files  of  ihe  House  ;  but 
as  the  papers  are  numerous  and  delached,  the 
committee,  instead  of  merely  referring  to  them, 
have  thought  beat  to  form  a  connected  statement 
of  those  facts  which  appear  to  be  material. 

This  they  now  preseni,  and  hope  il  is  so  full  as 
to  avoid  the  necessity  of  any  furtuei  research,  and 
that  il  may  furuish  all  the  information  requiaite 
or  guiding  ihe  House  in  ils  deciiioa. 
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The  engas;enient  br  Joha  Banks  to  Oeoeral 
Oreeoe  sod  bis  creditors,  that  the  moDey  which 
should  become  due  to  him  on  the  coDlract  should 
be  applied  to  the  paymeoi  of  the  debts  for  which 
Oeneral  Oreeae  was  surety,  having  beeo  loo^  pre- 
YMtis  to  the  negoiintioo  under  which  the  petiiioner 
claims,  it  appears  to  the  committee  that  tiiose  who 
claim  under  Oeoeral  Qreene  and  said  creditort 
luTe  clearly  the  best  right  to  all  moneys  which 
may  remaia  due  on  j/aid  eoDtract  account :  and 
ihai  the  United  Stales  havino-  indemnified  tuees- 
tue  of  Oenenl  Qreene  for  the  encagemeot!!  en- 
tered into  bv  him  as  aforesaid,  all  right  to  this 
moDey  whicn  was  in  General  Greene,  on  the  said 
ueditors,  whose  debts  they  have  paid,  must  be 
cODtidered  as  vested  in  the  United  States. 

Indeed,  laying  aside  the  consideration  of  the 
order  by  John  £tanlts  to  apply  the  contract  money 
to  the  payment  of  those  deots,  the  committee  con- 
CMTe  that,  as  the  debt  which  the  United  States 
owed  to  John  Banks  was  not  assignable  In  its 
original  nature,  or  made  lo  by  any  snbseqi 
agreement  of  the  United  States,  they  are  enti 
to  retain  it  in  part  payment  of  the  debt  which  has 
linee  become  due  to  them  from  John  Banks. 

Whereupon  the  committee  submit,  for  the  con- 
■idenitioQ  of  the  House,  the  following  resolution. 

Reeolved,  Thnt  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  cause  (he  sum  of  $9,768  81,  charged  to 
the  contract  account  of  John  Banks  on  the  31st 
dav  of  December,  1783,  to  be  credited  lo  the  said 
Jota  Banks;  and  thai  the  sum  so  credited  be 
charged  to  the  accounts  of  such  other  person  as, 
in  their  opinion,  shall  be  justly  ehargeaole  there- 
with ;  and  thai  they  charge  the  said  contract  ac- 
count with  all  such  sums  as  have  been  paid  by 
the  United  States,  to  indemnify  the  estate  of 
General  Greene  for  debts  br  him  paid,  or  secured 
to  hv  paid,  of  the  said  John  Banks,  or  of  John 
Banks  ft,  Co. 


Chablbbton,  April  7,  1784. 
I,  John  Banks,  by  these  presents,  do  make  and 
eonstinite  James  Miller  my  assiniee  in  and  lo 
what  money  and  other  pro&I  whicn  shall  be  found 
due  to  me  upon  the  result  of  final  adjualins  and 
seillemeot  of  the  within  account  between  Charles 
Fettit  and  me:  hereby  constituting  and  appuint- 
fng  the  said  James  Miller  in  my  fall  right  and 
place  of  ihe  premises,  for  now  and  ever,  with 
power  to  uplift,  discharge,  and  pursue  for  the 
same,  transact  thereanent,  and  to  do  everyibing 
I  might  have  done  myself  before  granting  this  as- 
signation ;  which  assisnation  1  bind  and  oblige 
myielfj  my  heirs,  ano  executors,  to  warrant  lo 
the  said  James  MiDer,  his  heirs  and  executors, 
from  all  facts  and  deeds  done  and  to  be  done  by 
me  or  my  aforesaids  prejudicial  thereto. 

la  witness  whereof,  1  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  seal  this  7th  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
•even  hundred  and  eighly-four. 

JOHN  BANES. 
Teat: 

DANIBL  MUNROE. 


Philadelpsia,  Jan.  16, 1798. 
Sir:  The  account  yon  lefi  me,  dated  Charles- 
n,  April  7,  1784,  signed  John  Banks,  purporting 
.„  be  an  account  current  between  me  end  tne  said 
John  Banks,  and  stating  a  balance  in  his  favor  of 
816.119  11,  with  an  assignment  on  the  back  of  it, 
trahsferring  the  right  to  receive  the  balance  to 
Mr.  James  Miller,  was  presented  to  me  in  or  about 
the  year  1784.  and  the  balance  demanded  by  the 
said  Mr.  Miller,  or  bv  you  as  his  transferee,  to 
whom  I  paid  such  bafaoce  as  appeared  lo  be  due 
from  me  to  Mr-  Banks.  But  the  balance  so  paid 
was,  to  the  best  of  my  remembrance,  nqt  more 
than  between  fifteen  and  sixteen  hundred  dollars, 
owing  10  several  items  in  the  account  anbaisting 
between  us,  which  do  not  appear  in  the  account 
above  described  and  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Banks  was  the  contractor  for  supplying  the 
Southern  army  with  provisions,  and  as  he  was  to 
receive  payments  from  the  Treasury,  in  Phila- 
delphia^Bt  stated  periods  af^er  furnishing  accounts 
of  the  issues  of  provisions,  he  authorized  me,  by 
power  of  aitomey,  to  receive  the  money  for  him. 
On  sending  forward  the  accounts,  be  usnallf 
debited  me  with  the  amount  I  passed  the  money 
to  his  credit  when  I  received  iL  Hence  a  differ- 
ence appeared  in  our  res))eclive  account^ as  some 
deductions  were  occasionally  made  at  the  Trea- 
SUI7  from  his  demands.  One  of  the  most  mate- 
rial of  the  items  which  occasioned  the  variance 
arose  from  a  charge  made  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Finance  for  a  balance  said  lo  be  due  from 
Major  Burnett,  amounting,  with  interest  chaned 
upon  it,  to  19,768  81.  I  refused  in  behalf  of  Mr. 
Banks,  lo  admit  this  as  a  charge  against  him  as 
contractor.  Bat  it  was  said  that  Major  Bumelt 
was  his  partner,  and  ihal  Mr.  Banks  and  he  might 
settle  the  matter.  I  persisted  in  opposing  the 
charge,  as  well  for  the  reason  above  so^esied, 
that  Mr.  Banks  alone  was  the  contractor,  as  by- 
denying  that  such  balance  was  due  from  Major 
Burnett.  But  the  Superintendent,  having  the 
power  in  his  own  hands,  stopped  the  money  out 
of  the  contract  accounts,  of  which  I  gave  ruij 
notice  lo  Mr.  Banks. 

The  balance  claimed  from  Major  Burnett  arose 
from  public  bills  of  exchangee  Iransmitied  from 
General  Greene  lo  me  for  sale,  of  which  Major 
Burnett  was  the  bearer;  but  this  transaction  was 
previous  lo  his  connexion  in  business  with  Mr. 
Banks,  or  even  an  acqaaintance  with  him.  The 
balance  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  bills  was  re- 
tained in  myliands  by  permitsion  of  OeDcral 
Greene,  and  credited  as  so  much  public  money  in 
the  (iccounlof  the  then  late  ttoartermasler Gene- 
ral's Department,  and  acconnted  for  accordingly 
in  the  setllemenl  of  General  Greene's  accounts  as 
Qpuartermaster  General.  So  that  neither  Major 
Burnett  nor  Mr.  Banks  remain  chargeable  with  it 
by  the  United  StaUs,  I  am,  respectfully,  sir. 
your  most  obedient  servant, 
'  CHARLES  PETTIT. 

Pbiudelpbia,  Jan.  26, 17t& 
1  cenify  that  Henry  Hill,  Esq.,  of  Philaddphii, 


.dbyGoogle 


3657 


Axtoimtty  to  the  Eftaie  of  General  Greene. 


kK«nded  It  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  io  the  Winter  of  the  year  1789-'90,  andpra- 
sented  to  me  his  claim  against  the  United  States  for  a  balance  due  on  a  contract  with  John  BaiJo, 
and  assigned  by  him  to  James  Miller,  with  vouchers. 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT,  late  Awiitm-  of  the  Tnasury. 


C^arla  Pettit,  E»j.,  in  aecoimt  ourrenl  xeOh  John  Banka. 


To  Tnraball's  draught  on  Turaboll  &  Co-     - 
To  arrearages  io  February,       •        -        Ql  348  46 
To  arrearages  in  March,    -        -        -  3,245  46 

"*  ini  for  April  issues,      -       -        30,S54  60 

ii  for  May  and  June  issues,         3S,7S7  22 


To  issues  in  July,  .  .  -  -  $7,344  13 
To  bill  of  Oeoerai  Greene  an  R.  Morris,  at  sight.  - 
To  bill  of  Oeneral  Qreene  on  R.  Morris,  at  sight,'  - 
To  bill  on  J.  Pierce,  in  faror  of  Colonel  Kosciusko, 
o  hUl  on  J.  Fierce,  in  faror  of  Captain  Cairas, 
o  two  bills  on  J.  Pierce,  in  favor  of  John  Hurt,  • 
To  two  UU»  on  J.  Pierce,  in  favor  of  Ben.  Williams, 


To  balaoee  per  contra, 


61,336  64 

7.344  13 

200  00 

200  00 

64  00 

12  00 
56  00 

13  48 


14,288    7 

1,713  18 

46  13 

46  13 

14  16 

2  16 
13    1 

3  3 


69,175  55 


CAorle*  Pettii,  Etg.,  m  account  current  with  John  Bank*. 


By  balance  per  your  estimate  of  this  date, 

By  sam  paid  Mr.  Warrington,     •-        •  (729  60 

By  sum  paid  Mr.  Collet,               •        -  1,122  00 

By  som  paitl  H.  dt  B.  Blacbford,        .  -  2,370  30 

Commission,        .....  42  00 

By  Captain  Barrows, 

By  Lewis  Morris,  ...... 

By  Thomas  Elliot,  for  draught  at  30  days,      . 
By  Major  Butler's  bill,  at  30  days, 
By  John  McQueen's  bill,  Ht  30  days,  t642  48,  or     - 
By  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  clothier  general,  due  him, 
.By  Oeneral  Greene,  due  on  public  account,     . 


31,697  00 

7,395  19  i 

■  4,264  00 

994  18  e 

300  00 

70  0  0 

233  19 

54  7  6 

280  63 

65  10  0 

642  70 

150  0  0 

16,747  33j 

2,507  14  8 

1,094  13  I 

53,056  44 

12.379  16  7 

16,119  11 

3,761  2  10 

$69,175  55    £16,140  19    ti 


Mr.  James  Miller,  io  hb  letter  of  September  11, 179^  ti 
him  that  the  balaDce  was  only  about  $9,600. 
(Errors  eicepted.) 
CbakubTOn,  April  7, 1784. 


Hr.  H.  Hill,  aaya,  Mr.  Petttt  cosntiMd 
70HN  BANES. 
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Nod  Emution  BilU, 


NEW  EMISSION  BILLS. 


Ht.  Dwibit  FosTii,  from  tha  Committee  of  Cliims, 
to  iThom  were  rEfemd  the  petition!  of  Joeiph  Ball, 
William  Hendenan,   W.  uid  F.  Coiurtable,  Samuel 
Wird,  and  Nathaniel  Prime  ;  and  of  Jeremiah  Allen, 
laba  Mirston,   Joseph  Ward,   Daniel  Anetin,   and 
William  Daaa,  lor  themaelTea   and  othen,  holder* 
of  bill*  of  credit  iwned  pamiant  to  a  reaolution  oT 
Congreiiorthe  IBth  of  March,  IT60,  commonlj  called 
"  new  emiesion  billi,"  made  the  following  nqiort : 
That  a  siaiemeni  of  the  case  of  the  holders  of 
bilb  of  this  description  is  contained  in  a  report  of 
the  accoaating  officers  of  the  Treasury,  made  on 
the  24ch  day  of  December,  1795,  id  pursuance  of 
■n  act  eotitied  "  Ad  act  relative  to  claims  afrainst 
the  United  Slates,  noi  barret  by  any  act  of  limita- 
tion, and  which  have  itot  been  already  adjtisled," 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  Class  e.  The  claims  of  this  class  are  founded 
OH  bills  of  credit  cammonly  called  bills  of  the  new 
emisaioDs,  issued  on  the  funds  of  indiridual  States, 
pamuaat  to  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of 
Harcb,  1780.  The  followiog  clause  of  the  said 
act  shows  in  what  event  the  Uaited  States  were 
to  become  answerable  for  the  payment  of  these 
bills:  'thai  the  said  new  bills  issue  on  the  funds 
i)f  individual  States  for  that  purpose  fcstablisbed, 
and  be  signed  by  persons  appointed  by  them    — 


and  be  sisned  by  persons  appointed  by  them  ;  ana 
that  the  laith  ot  the  United  Stales  be  also  pledged 
for  the  payment  of^  the  said  bills,  in  case  any  State 
on  whose  funds  they  shall  be  emitted,  should,  by 
the  events  of  war,  be  rendered  incapable  of  re- 
deeming Ibem.' 

"The  interest  accruing  on  them  was  to  have 
been  paid  by  the  United  States  annually,  if  called 
for,  in  bills  of  exchange  on  Europe.andine  amount 
charged  to  the  States,  respectively.  It  does  not 
appear,  however,  that  any  inch  payments  were 
made. 

"  It  is  understood  that  the  several  States  con- 
cerned have  passed  laws  providing  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  their  respective  portions  of  this  m9ney, 
and  it  is  presumable  that  the  far  greater 'part 
thereof  has  been  redeemed  accordingly.  The  Dills 
for  which  paymeDl  is  now  claimed  are  chiefly  of 
those  issued  by  the  States  of  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts,  and  Rhode  Island. 

"Tiiis  species  of  paper  has  never  been  consid- 
ered ax  fanning  any  pail  of  the  debt  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales." 

In  the  variuas  arrnngemenis  which  have  been 
made  vince  the  establishment  of  the  present  Gov- 
einmeai,  relative  to  the  debt  of  the  United  Stales, 
no  provision  has  ever  been  made  for  these  bills  : 
ihey  appear^  from  the  face  of  them,  to  be  evidences 
of  aebt  against  the  States  individually  who  had 
issued  them,  and  could  not  be  provided  for  by  the 
United  States,  without  raising  a  charge  against 
those  States ;  and  it  was  reasonably  to  be  presum- 
ed that  the  States  concerned  would  maae  such 
proTition  as  the  juatice  and  equity  of  the  case  re- 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  bis  report  of 
the  I6lh  of  January,  1795,  recommended  thai  such 
of  these  bills  as  had  been  exhibited  at  the  Treas- 
ury, in  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  re- 
lative to  claims  against  the  United  Stales  not 
barred  by  any  act  of  limitation,  and  which  had 
not  been  already  adjusted,"  amounting  to  the  sum 
orS90.574  should  be  |)rovided  for  by  taking  the 
principal  sum  of  them,  without  interest,  on  loan 
at  five  percent.,  payable  quarter-yearly,  redeema- 
ble at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States,  and  pay- 
Hble  in  thirty  years;  he  remarks  "  that  the  reeolu- 
tiotis  of  Congress,  and  the  endorsement  upon  those 
bills,  engage  the  absokite  promise  of  the  United 
Slates  ^r  the  payme^  of  the  interest  indefinite-  . 
ly,  and  their  eventual  guaranty  of  the  principaL 
in  case  any  Slate  on  whose  funds  the  bills  shotild 
be  emitted,  should,  by  the  events  of  war,  be  ren- 
dered incapable  to  redeem  them ;  which  is,  in 
effect,  though  not  in  form,  an  absolute  guaranty 
of  the  principal ;  for  the  United  Stutes  are  bound 
to  pay  the  interest  perpetually  till  that  is  dis- 
charged. 

"  Good  faith  demands  that  the  United  Stales 

should  supply  the  omissions  of  ihe  Stales  which 

issued  the  Dills,  by  providing,  themselves,  at  least 

for  the  interest  upon  them;  but  it  is  not  as  easy 

tronounce  on  what  terms  they  ought  to  be  pto- 

ed  for. 

On  iheir  face,  and  according  to  the  unrevoked 
ilutions  of  Congress,  they  are  of  specif  ralae 
etiual  to  their  nominal  amount,  bearing  five  per 
cent,  interest. 

''  But  it  is  known  that  they  were  issued  by  dif- 
ferent States  at  different  inferior  values  fixed  by 
previous  laws. 

''The  true  nature  of  the  contract,  therefore,  and 
the  true  equity  of  the  case,  are,  from  these  cir- 
cumstances, involved  in  some  question." 

The  proposition  of  the  Secretary  on  this  sub- 
ject was  not  adopted  by  Congress. 

It  is  a  fact  notorious  that  these  bills  sunk  in  the 
imp  vortex  of  depreciation  with  the  old  Conti- 
eotal  bills,  and,  WDile  they  continued  to  circn- 
ite,  were  generally  of  the  ratio  of  forty  of  the 
old  for  one  of  the  new. 

This  unforiuoaie  deprecialion,  which  operated 

pon  all  the  paper  money,  notes,  and  certificates,  is- 
sued during thewar, necessitated  the  United  States 
to  adopt  principles  relative  to  them,  which  cannot 
-ply  in  eases  of  ordinary  contract;  Ihe  States, 

lividuBlly,hBve  assumed  similar  privileges;  and, 

making  provision  for  the  bills  in  question,  in 

ne  instances  have  considered  them  as  a  depre- 

iied  currency. 

The  committee  are  informed  that  all  the  Sutea 
who  issued  bills  of  this  description  have  already 
made  provision  for  their  redemption,  either  at 
their  nominal  amount,  or  at  a  certain  rsie  of  de- 
preciation,except  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  ;  and 
they  think  it  is  fairly  to  be  presumed  that  the 
States  have  made  as  liberal  a  provision  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  case  demanded. 

The  United  Sutes  have  once  made  allowance 
to  the  several  Slates  in  settlement  of  their  ac- 
ts for  ihe  supplies  for  which  those  bills  were 
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bued;  should  they  miike  aaj  further  provisioo, 
ihey  must  coQiidet  the  severs!  Stales  as  indebted 
to  Ihem  for  the  amount  of  such  provision. 

From  an  atteniire  consideration  of  all  iht:  cii- 
fomstances  of  ibis  case,  wbich  the  committee 
hare  endeavored  fully  to  examine  and  present  to 
the  tiew  of  the  House,  they  are  of  opinion  that  it 
will  not  he  expedient  for  Conffresa  to  make  any 
provision  for  the  payment  or  said  bills;  they, 
therefore,  recommend  that  the  petitioners,  respect- 
ively, have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petitions. 


LOST  CERTIFICATEB. 

{Commniiiesled  to  the  Hodw  of  Reprewmtativei,  March 

e,   17S8.] 
Ur.  DwisB-c  Forria,  frtaa  the  Committee  oT  Claims, 

(o  whom  were  refeired  the  memoriaU  and  petilions  of 

GfntfgE  P.  Frort,  Chartei  Jackson,  Ouraway  Wat- 

kina,  Geoige  Baid,  Tbomai  Underwood,  Jaba  Hall, 

Grovi   Pomeroy,  Alnaodcr    Rozbuig,    and   Philip 

Bwh,  Dwde  the  following  report  : 

That  these  petitioners  seveiatly  seek  to  obtain 
renewals  or  compensation  fur  loan  office  certifi- 
cates, final  settlements,  and  quartenuasien'  cer- 
tificates, land  warrantSgiDd  lottery  tickets,  which 
tbey  allege  they  once  possessed,  and  which  are 
seTerelly  staled  to  be  accidentally  lost  or  de- 
stroyed. 

The  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  May, 
and  of  the  18th  of  July,  1780,  provided  for  the  re- 
newal of  loan  office  certificates  destroyed  through 
accident,  and  prescribed  the  terms  on  which  such 
certificate*  might  he  renewed. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  ibe  24th  of  April, 
ndi.  entitled  ''An  act  limiting  the  time  for  pre- 
senting claims  for  destroyed  certificates  of  certain 
descriptions,"  the  provisions  in  case  of  loan  office 
certificates  were  extended  to  final  settlements ; 
and  further  regulations  were  made  respecting  the 
renewal  of  certificates  of  each  of  those  descrip- 
tions. By  the  same  law  it  was  expressly  enacted, 
that  all  claims  for  the  renewal  of  such  certificates 
should  be  forever  barred  and  precluded  from  set- 
tlement or  allowance,  unless  the  same  should  be 
presented  at  the  Treasury  on  or  before  the  1st  day 
of  June,  1795. 

No  provision  appears  to  have  been  made,  at  any 
time,  by  the  United  States,  for  the  renewal  of 
qnar  term  asters'  certificates,  land  warrants,  or  lot- 
tery tickets. 

A  ^reat  number  of  applications,  similar  to  those 
cootamed  in  ibe  petilions  now  under  considera- 
tioD,  have  been  heretofore  made  to  Congress,  both 
before  and  since  the  pa.ssage  of  the  aciaoove  meo- 

Tbat  committee  do  not  find  that  provision  has, 
in  any  inslaace,  been  made,  other  than  by  Ibe 
general  regulation!  and  law  above  referred  to. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  last  Congress,  a  select 
committee  was  appointed  fur  the  expreu  purpose 
of  c<m aider ing  ana  reporting  on  a  motion  then 
made  relative  to  a  proviiion,  by  law,  under  spe- 


ific  restrictions,  for  the  renewal  of  destroyed  cer- 
tificates of  certain  descriptions. 

be  committee  made  a  report  againt  the  meas- 
proposed. 

.  was  justly  slated  by  them,  "that  most  of  the 
_ .  ^  where  certificates  of  the  public  debt  are  said 
to  have  been  destroyed,  took  place  before  the  pass- 
ing of  the  said  act  of  ihe  24th  of  April,  1794,  aniL 
probably  a  great  proportion  of  ihem  before  the 
passing  of  the  said  resolution  of  the  lOih  of  May,. 
1780;  from  which  circumstance,  as  well  aa  thfr 
ilure  of  the  subject,  it  would  be  extremely  diffi- 
lit,  if  not  impossible,  at  this  time,  to  guard 
B^inst  fraud  and  imposition,  should  further  pro- 
vision be  made  for  renewing  ihem."  That  com- 
mittee further  stated,  "that  they  could  not  find 
stronger  reasons  in  favor  of  keeping  in  force  the 
iBiutes  of  limitation,  in  relation  to  any  class  of 
ilalms,  than  to  that  contemplated  in  the  resoln- 
ion  referred  to  them ;  they  were,  therefore,  of 
opinioD  that  the  House  ought  not  to  agree  to  the 
same."  That  report  was  considered,  and,  after  a 
full  and  deliberate  discussion,  was  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

The  committee  do  not  find  any  reasons  which 
will  apply  with  more  force,  if  to  powerfully,  in 
fiivor  of  provision  being  made  for  quartermastera' 
certificates,  land  warrants,  and  lottery  tickets,  thu 
for^lbe  olber  kinds  of  certificates. 

ecedenis  have  been  already  thus  established 
try  authority,  which  the  committee  feel  tbemselvea 
bound  to  reepecL 

Tbey  apprehend  the  House  would  not  adopt 
principles  in  these  cases  difierent  from  those  which 
influenced  on  former  like  occasions  j  and  there- 
upon they  respectfully  submit,  as  their  opinion, 
that  the  several  petitions  aforesaid  ought  not  to 
be  granted. 


INVALID  PENSIONS. 

[Cooimanicated  to  the  House  of  Repieaentativea,  Mardi 

S6,   1T9B.] 

Mr.  OwisHT  Fottii,  from  the  Committee  of  Clainia, 
to  whom  was  refeiied  a  motion  in  tha  following  words, 
to  wit :  "  Reiohed,  That  a  committee  be  apprantad 
to  inquire  whether  soy,  and  if  any  what,  amendments 
ooght  to  be  made  in  the  sda  respecting  invalid  pes- 
■ianirs,"  having  examined  the  several  Isws  relative 
to  that  labiBCt,  and  taken  the  same  into  coniideratiMl, 

'    it  ths  tbilowing  repatt : 
As  early  as  the  3 
gress  adopted  resoh 

and  non-commissioned  officers  and  private  soldiera 
in  the  army,  commanders,  commission  and  war- 
rant officers,  ma rioes,  and  seamen,  of  any  of  the 
vessels  of  war  or  armed  vessels  belonging  to  the 
United  Slates,  wounded  or  disabled  in  the  service, 
were,  under  the  restrictions  and  limitations  ex- 
pressed in  said  resolutions,  to  be  placed  on  the 
pension  list,  and  provided  for  at  the  public  ex- ' 

At  various  periods  afterwards,  in  the  conrae  of 


s  early  as  the  36th  day  of  August,  1776,  Con- 
>s  adopted  resolutions  by  which  commissioned 
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sen 


hvealid  Peiuioni. 


'ar,  we  find  CoDgT«»  makio^ 
ions  and  arrangemeois  for  the  ofiicf  rs  and  iraopn 


of  tbe  United  States,  as  well  tbose  wounded  and 
disabled  as  olhers. 

Upon  the  7tb  June,  1785.  some  time  aTier  peace 
bad  been  established  and  the  arm^  disbanded,  the 
subject  appears  to  hare  been  particularly  under 
tbe  consideration  of  Congress.  Divers  resolutions 
tegulatinjc  claims  to  mihtary  pensions,  and  allow- 
ing officers  to  relarn  their  coaimuIatioD,  were 
then  adopted.  Among  others  which  pasied  on 
that  day,  we  Snd  the  foliowinfc.  which  are  se- 
lected as  designating  the  principles  on  which 
grants  of  this  kind  were  made,  to  wit : 

tUtolwd,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  recom- 
nended  to  the  several  Stales  to  make  prorlsion 
for  officers,  soldiers,  or  seamen  who  have  been 
disabled  in  the  serrice  of  the  United  States,  in 
Jiie  following  manner : 

1.  A  complete  list  nhail  be  made  nut  by  such 
person  or  persons  as  each  State  shall  direct,  of  all 
ibe  officers,  soldiers,  or  seamec,  resident  in  their 
Tesnectire  States,  who  hare  served  in  the  Army 
or  Navy  of  the  Unired  States,  or  in  the  militia  in 
the  service  of  tbe  United  Stales,  and  have  been 
idisabled  in  such  service,  so  as  to  be  incapable  of 
military  duty,  or  of  obtaining  a  livelihood  by 
iabot.  In  this  list  shall  be  expressed  the  pay,  age, 
and  disability  of  each  invalid  ;  also  tbe  regiment, 
corps,  or  ship  to  which  he  belonged  ;  and  a  copy 
of  the  tame  shall  be  transmitted  totheofficeef 
tbe  Secretary  of  War,  within  one  year  after  each 
fitate  shall  pass  a  law  for  this  purpose ;  and  a  like 
i4«MTipttve  list  of    ' 


respond  with  the  degree  of  their  disability  com- 
pared with  that  of  a  non-commissioned  officer  or 
private  wholly  disabled. 

4.  Ttial  each  Slate  appoint  one  or  more  persona 
of  suitable  abilities  to  examiue  all  claimants,  and 
to  report  whether  the  person  producing  a  certifi- 
cate setting  forth  that  he  is  an  wvalid,  be  such  ill 
fact,  and,  if  such,  to  what  pay  he  is  entitled  ;  and 
thereupon  the  persons  appointed  to  make  such  in- 

?uir)r,  shall  give  to  the  invalid  a  certificate,  sped- 
yiDg  lu  what  pay  he  is  eniitled,  atid  transmita 


5.  That  each  State  be  authorized  to  pay  to  the 
commissioned  officers,  non-comtsiseiuned  officers. 
and  privates,  the  sum  or  sums  to  which  they  shall 
be  respectively  entitled,  agreeably  to  the  before- 
mentioned  certificates;  the  said  payments  lo  be 
deducted  from  the  respective  quotas  of  the  Stalea 
for  the  year  on  which  they  shall  be  made:  Pro- 
vided, That  no  Officer  who  has  accepted  his  com- 


s  resident  in  the  rt 


2.  No  officer,  soldier,  or  seaman  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  an  invalid  or  entitled  to  pay,  nnless  he 
can  produce  a  certificate  from  the  commanding 
officer  or  surgeon  of  tbe  regiment,  ship,  corps,  or 
company  in  which  he  servM,  or  from  a  physician 
or  sur^on  of  a  military  hospital,  or  other  good 
^nd  GU&cient  testimony,  setting  forth  his  disabili- 
ty, and  that  he  was  thus  disabled  while  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

3.  That  all  ooinmissiooed  officers  witbin  the 
■aforesaid  description,  disabled  in  die  service  of 
.tbe  United  States,  so  as  lo  be  wholly  incapable  of 
nilitary  duty,  or  of  obtaining  a  livehhood,  be 
.allowed  a  yearly  pension  equal  to  half  of  their 
pay,  respectively  ;  and  all  commissioned  i^cers, 
as  aforesaid,  who  shall  not  have  been  disabled  in 
so  great  a  degree,  be  allowed  a  yearly  pension, 
which  shall  correspond  with  the  degree  of  their 
disability  compared  with  that  of  an  officer  whol- 
ly disabled;  that  all  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  within  the  aforesaid  description,  dis- 
abled in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales,  so  as  lo 
be  wholly  incapable  of  military  or  garrison  duty, 
.or  of  obtaining  a  livelihood  by  labor,  be  allowed 
a  sum  not  exceeding  five  dollars  per  month;  and 
all  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  as 
aforesaid,  who  shall  not  have  been  disabled  in  so 
,great  a  degree,  be  allowed  such  a  sum  as  shall  cor 


Upon  the  14tb  of  September,  1786,  to  remedy 
inconveniences  experienced  bysomeoScersapply- 
ing  for  pensions,  who  had  sold  their  commutation 
cerljficates.  Congress  resolved  "  that  invalid  oflB- 
cers  be  permitted  to  remra  their  commutation  in 
other  securities  of  the  United  Slates,  where  they 
have  parted  with  tbeir  own,  provided  the  same 
shall  be  of  equal  amount,  and  bearing  the  same 
intetest."  Upon  tbe  12lh  of  Julyj  17OT.  a  further 
provision  was  made  "  that  all  officers  in  the  liae 
of  the  late  army  entitled  to  pensions  in  pursuaaoe 
of  the  acts  of  Congress  in  that  behalf  made, 
should,  previous  lo  the  receipt  of  such  peneioB, 
deposite  with  the  proper  facers  appointed  to  dis- 
charge the  same  in  the  Slate  in  which  ibey  reside, 
a  certificate  from  the  Cwnmissioner  of  Army  Ae- 
connts,  purporting  that  no  balance  was  due  from 
the  claimants  lo  tlie  United  Slates." 

The  last  important  regntation  made  by  Cod- 
gress,  under  the  old  Oovernment,relative  to  the  in- 
valid establishment,  wason  thellthof  Jnne,  I7S8, 
On  that  day  Congress  resolved,  "  that  each  State 
should  have  credii  in  its  general  account  with 
the  United  States  for  such  sums  ax  became  due 
to  invalids  before  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1788, 
and  wbicl;  had  been,  or  should  be  paid  to  tbev 
by  the  State;  and  for  such  sums  as  became  doe 
lo  invalids  before  the  said  1st  day  of  January, 
I78S,  inclusive,  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1788^ 
and  which  had  rieeo,  or  should  be  paid  to  tbeHi 
by  any  Slaie,  ihe  State  should  have  credit  in  (he 
existing  specie  requisitions  of  Congress ;  and  fioi 
sums  that  miight  so  become  due  after  Januair, 
1788,  and  be  paid  by  any  State,  the  State  ahoald 
have  credit  in  the  specie  requisitions  of  CongMH 
which  might  thereafter  be  made." 

They  further  resolved,  that  no  person  sboald  be 
entitled  to  a  pension  as  an  invalid,  who  h^il  not. 
or  should  not,  before  the  expiration  of  six  menthi 
from  that  time,  make  auilication  therefv,  u< 
produce  the  requisite  c^tincaiea  and  <  ' ' 
entitle  him  thereto. 
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AITENDIX. 

htvaiid  Penriont. 


Thai  limitation  tocA  effect  od  the  Utb  day  of 
DKember,  1788. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  preieni  CoQititutioD, 
dnriog  the  first  Confess,  acts  were  passed  pro- 
ridingfoT  certain  individuala,  and  for  the  discharge  ' 
of  lite  arrears  of  peasiopa  due  to  officers,  aoo- 
commissioDed  officers, and  soldiers,  and  assuraiag, 
irsm  the  4th  day  of  March,  1789,  the  payineiil  of 
the  peosioDS  certified  hy  the  several  Slates. 

^  the  act  paised  on  the  S3d  of  March,  1798, 
the  opeiatioQ  of  the  aeis  af  limitaiioa  of  claims 
fbr  invalid  pensions  were  so  fat  suspended,  that 
all  penoDs  who  had  become  invalids,  ia  the  ser- 
me  of  the  Uaited  States,  duriog  the  war,  might 
appi^  for  pessions  for  the  space  of  two  years  from 
tbe  lime  of  passing  the  act,  and,  uiMler  certain  re- 
^niGtians,  might  be  plaoed  on  ilie  pension  list. 

On  the  28t£  of  Fehraary,  1793,  an  act  patsed, 
tepraling,  in  part,  that  of  March  the  23d,  1792, 
tad  allowing  two  years  from  the  said  28ih  of 
Fcbraary,  1793,  for  the  application  of  invalids, 
under  certain  restrictions,  expressed  in  said  ^t. 
By  virtue  of  the  last  mentioned  law  a  large  num- 
ber of  mdiridualx  hare  beeo  pUced  on  the  list, 
ind  are  now  in  the  receipt  of  penfiions,  according 
to  the  sereral  rates  ascertained  by  the  examining 
physiciaos,  appointed  by  the  district  judges,  pur- 
suant lo  said  law. 

In  the  year  1795,  sundry  claimants  for  pensions 
luTing  made  applicaiion  for  arrears,  ihe  subject 
wss  referred  io  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and 
vra!  brought  into  the  view  of  Congress  by  a  re- 
pntt  from  that  committee  on  the  petition  of  Joab 
Sufford.  The  reasoning  contained  in  that  report 
again)!  an  allowance  of  arreara,  appears  to  Ihe 
committee  to  have  been  well  founded,  and  to  have 


sure,  the  principles  which  induced  the  passing  of 
the  law  of  the  Slst  of  February^  1795. 

"The  pensioners  claim  an  original  promi 
Government,  founded  on  the  principles  of  jr 


tbat  all  p 


s  who  fhonld  become  invalids, 


in  nature  of  a  maintenance,  and  that 

tenanee,  both  from  the  terms  and  nature  of  the 

Emise,  should  commence  at  the  period  of  their 
oming  inralids,  or  when  their  full  pay  ceased. 
They  suppose  Qoveroment  ought  to  adopt  the 
nme  rule  of  eonstruetioa,  when  contemplating 
this  promise,  as  a  court  of  justice  would  adopt, 
were  it  in  the  power  of  the  claimants  to  bring 
the  question  before  such  court ;  and  that  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  have,  by  repealing  the  limit- 
ation acts,  revived  the  original  promise  in  all  its 
extent ;  and  that  the  very  circumstance  of  their 
being  placed  on  the  pension  list,  precludes  the 
necessity  of  any  further  proof  or  argument  that 
they  are  entitled  to  arrears. 

"  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  this  aet  of 
the  28ih  Febroary,  1793,  is  not  a  repeal  of  any 
limitation  act.  so  as  to  revive  any  former  aet  re- 

r:ting  inTalid  pensioDers;  and  that  all  persons 
ming  under  this  law  are  allowed  a  pension 
from  ttw  time  they  prorean  existing  disability, 
bat  e«i,  by  the  law,  claim  noimars.    In  point 


of  e<}uity,  if  maintenance  is  the  meaning  of  this 
pension,  because  the  invalid  is  rendered  incapaUe 
of  labor,  it  is  some  proof  that,  aniecedeni  to  the 
applications  under  the  exiiiing  law,  the  applicants 
were  able  to  procore  a  mainlenanoe,  or  they  would 
have  applied  before,  when  so  many  opportunities 
ofiered.  And  although  the  commitiee,  who  re- 
ported on  the  returns  of  invalids  lost  se3:;ion  of 
Congress,  luppiwedi^nd  the  Legislalore,byaceept- 
ing  and  passing  the  Uw  they  reported,  cmifirmed 
the  supposition,  that  the  most  strict  ccmatruction 
of  that  part  of  the  law  now  in  force  which  directs 
that  a  good  and  sufficient  leaatra  shall  be  givem 
'hy  application  was  not  antecedently  made,  ought 
Dt  to  oe  given  against  the  invalids  as  lo  futufe 
laintenance;  yet,  it  is  clear,  a  more  strict  eon- 
raction  is  justifiable  in  reference  to  arrears. 
"  The  excuses  for  moat  of  these  persms  ave 
merely  those  of  inconvenience,  on  their  part,  to 
have  applied  sooner ;  certainly,  if  they  could  not 
have  procured  a  maintenanee,  they  wotild  have 
been  excited  lo  a  more  early  attention.  Add  to 
this,  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  sum  of 
''  le  arrears  will  be  given  to  commissioned  offi- 
There  is  a  manifest  reason  why  thev  did 
apply  sooner,  as  they  were  obliged,  in  ail  in- 
stances of  admission  on  the  pension  list,  to  return 
commutation,  if  they  had  received  it-  The  ar- 
full  pension  will  now  parchase  the 
commutation  to  be  returned,  and  leave  a  band' 
vHne  sum  over^  which,  in  fact,  will  place  the 
officer  in  a  situation  to  receive  what  he  has  ac- 
cepted as  an  equivalent  to  half-pav  for  life,  and, 
in  addition,  a  pension  equal  to  half-pay  for  life, 
which,  in  effect,  is  placing  him  on  fullpay,  where- 
as DO  pension  is  to  exceed  half-pay.  In  addition, 
no  proper  rule  can  be  adopted  lo  asceitain  the 
ratio  orarrears,  as  the  present  inabililv,  in  almost 
ances,  must  have  increased  witn  the  age  of 
'alid,  and  many  concurring  accideuts,-wnich 
woDia  render  it  unjust  that  the  present  monthly 
allowance  ihould  be  the  ratio  fur  arrears;  and  un- 
less a  tribunal  be  established  for  that  purpose,  no 
other  ratio  can  be  adopted." 

By  the  lasl-meniioned  law,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  Ihe  act  concerning  invalids"  ii 
was  enacted  "  that  the  right  any  person  then  had, 
or  might  thereafter  acquire,  lo  receive  a  pension, 
by  rirtne  of  the  act  passed  on  the  S8th  day  of 
February,  1793,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the 
claims  to  invalid  pensions,"  should  be  considered 
to  commence  at  the  time  of  his  completing  bis 
testimony  before  ihe  district  judge,  or  commis- 
sioners, pursuant  to  the  said  act ;  and  that  noth-  ^ 
ing  should  be  allowed  to  any  invalid  of  the  de- 
scription aforesaid,  by  way  of  arrears  of  pension, 
antecedent  to  the  date  of  his  completing  his  testi- 
mony, as  aforesaid;  and  that  the  pensions  allowed 
under  the  said  act  should  be  continued  to  the  re- 
spective pensioners,  during  the  continuauce  of 
their  disability." 

Itwasalso  further  enacted,  "that  no  commis- 
sioned officer  who  had  received  eommutaliOD  of 
half-pay,  should  be  paid  a  pension  as  an  invalid, 
until  he  shonld  return  his  commntation  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  except  where  spe- 
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cial  prorisioD  had  Wd  made,  ia  particular  cases 
for  allowiog  pensions  on  ihe  return  only  of  cer- 
ttin  ponions  of  the  commutalioD." 

Upon  examination  of  the  testimon/  taken  before 
the  district  jadgei  and  com  mission  era,  pursuant 
to  the  act  of  the  28th  of  February,  1793,  it  "  - 
found  that  tlie  eiamiaiog  physicians,  in  nttn], 
stances,  had  neglected  to  asreitain  the  ratio  of 
ditability,  and,  consequently,  that  the  spplic 
could  not  be  placed  on  the  list.  To  relieve  t 
individuals,  a  resolution  was  passed  on  the  iSth  of 
April,  1796,  providing  that  new  relnrns  should  be 
made  by  the  examining  phyricians,  specifying  thi 
ntio  of  disability,  that  the  proper  order  luignt  be 
taken  thereon  by  Congress. 

Pursuant  to  that  resolution,  additional  numbers 
have  been  already  provided  for,  and  the  commit- 
tee expect  more  will  yet  be  returned,  and  entitled 
to  be  placed  on  the  list. 

The  preceding  pages  contain  a  general  view 
the  regulations  adopted  by  the  United  Stated 
this  suDJect, 

The  committee  think  the  provitions  heretofore 
made  for  admission  of  claims  of  this  nature  have 
been  as  extensive  as  the  principles  of  justice, 
equity,  or  good  policy  required ;  and  that  it  would 
not  be  expedient  to  make  any  alteration  in  '' 
existing  laws. 


Lose  ON  BULUON. 

[CommnnicBl«d  to  th«  8«nste,  Jolj  9,  1708.] 

7^  cominitlM  to  whom  wh  referred  a  bill,  entitled 

"  An  set  for  the  relief  of  John  Vaughui,"  with  an 

inatrnction  to  make  ■  particular  report,  report  tbeie- 

Thal  the  petitioner,  John  Vaughan,  solicits  in- 
demnification for  the  loss  be  su^ttaioed,  in  conse- 
quence of  various  deposiles  of  bullion  in  the 
Mint  of  the  United  Stales,  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
inK  converted  into  coin. 

That  the  law  establishing  the  Mint  determined 
the  value  of  standard  silver  which  was  to  be  is- 
sued in  the  shape  of  coin,  which  was  lo  form  an 
invariable  measure  of  exchange,  by  becoming  the 
circulating  medium  of  the  United  States,  aud 
was  fixed  at  the  rate  of  1,485  parts  fine  silver  to 
179  of  alloy;  the  consequence  of  an  arbitrary  and 
sudden  deviation  from  this  standard,  as  it  afiecis 
the  political  economy  of  the  country,  by  its  ope- 
ration on  the  value  oi  property,  is  irrelatrve  to  the 
S'esent  question;  it  is.  however  a  fact,  that  Mr. 
iltenhouse,  the  first  Director  or  theMiot,  depart- 
ed from  the  provisions  of  the  taw,  which  fixed 
the  intrinsic  value  of  the  coin,  and  raised  the 
standard,  by  mixing  in  the  coinage  of  silver  an 
over  proportion  of  fine  metal.  His  successor,  Mr. 
Desausaure,  "  impressed  (as  he  observes)  with  the 
weighty  sanction  of  Mr.  Rittenhouse's  authority," 
persevered  in  this  deviation,  on  a  presumption 
that  the  law  would  be  altered,  and  be  made  to  ac- 
conunodate  to  the  change  they  had  intioduced. 
The  succeeding  Director  of  the  Mint,  Mr.  Boudi- 


not,  aware  of  the  extent  of  his  responsibility,  re- 
fused to  sanction  the  errors  of  his  predecessors, 
and  ordered  that  the  coinage  should  conform  to 
the  precise  terms  of  the  law. 

In  consequence  of  the  system  adopted  b^  the 
two  former  directors,  during  whose  administra- 
tion Mr.  Vaughan  made  his  deposites,  he  received 
a  lees  number  of  coins  of  a  determinate  valae 
than  by  law  he  was  entitled  to,  considering  the 
quantity  of  standard  bullion  he  had  deposited; 
and  the  difference  in  the  relative  proportion  of 
fine  metal  introduced  into  the  leml  and  the  as- 
sumed standards  constitutes  the  fbundation,  and 
determines  the  extent  of  bis  claim. 

In  order  to  encourage   the  manufactore  of  the 


of  the  United  Slates  was  pledged  that,  on  the  de- 

Ksiie  of  bullion  at  the  Mint,  coins  shoald  be  de- 
ered,  free  of  expense,  at  a  fixed  rate ;  any  ope- 
ration which  deprives  the  depositor  of  the  quan- 
tity be  may  claim  violates  a  contract,  and  does 
him  a  wrong;  for  which  wroag  he  is  entitled  to 
a  remedy  by  application  lo  the  United  Stales. 

The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  that  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Vau- 
ghan" should  pass  without  amendment. 

Mint  of  the  UniTin  States, 

AprU  20,  1798. 
Dear  SiH :  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  baTe 
caused  the  books  and  files  of  the  Mint  to  be  care- 
fully searched,  and  have  compared  them  with  the 

, ^r.i. -r  \a-    T-L_    tT„...^i.~.~ fu I  .> L^ 


you.    This 
propriety  give 
petition  relata 
Pointmeot. 


t  of  facts,  aa  his 
1  to  transactions  previoas  tn  my  ap- 

evidence  arising  from  the  books  or 

files  of  the  Mint,  by  which  it  can  appear  that  any 
coins  have  ever  E>een  issued  from  the  Mint,  but  of 
the  standard  appointed  by  law.  The  report  of 
the  chief  coiner,  who  has  been  in  the  Mint  from 
s  first  commencement,  is,  that  the  then  director 
dered  all  the  coin  to  be  made  agreeably  to  the 
standard ;  but  that  the  then  assayer  insisted  that 
10  great  an  alloy  would  prevent  the  rolling  of  the 
:ilver,  and  that  the  pure  silver  should  be  increas- 
ed to  lOoz.  16dwts.  instead  of  lOoz.  I4dwt£.  4  6-13 
grs.  which  was  the  lega-l  standard. 

When  the  present  director  came  into  office,  he 
understood  this  had  been  done,  which  led  him  to 
order  strictly  to  adhere  in  the  legal  stand- 
ard, leaving  the  consequences  with  the  Legisla- 

The  assayer,  who  it  was  said  had  made  the  al- 
teration, died  very  suddenly,  immediately  aft^ 
the  present  director  coming  into  office,  so  that  he 
had  no  apporlunity  of  examining  into  the  rear 
sons  or  principles  of  not  adhering  to  the  legal 
standard. 

But  to  judge  properljr  of  the  justice  of  Mr. 
Vaughan's  petition,  it  will  be  necessary  to  ani- 
lyze  nil  comfJaint.  It  is  not  that  he  did  not  le- 
his  whole  quiintiiy  of  ailver  deposited  in  tha 
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Mini,  but  that  the  officers  had  doi  mixed  to  great 
•  quaalitf  of  sitoy  with  it.  as  was  directed  by 
lav,  by  which  the  coio  was  partr  than  necessarf, 
and  of  course  the  quBDtiiy  lessened. 

The  act  of  Consress  of  April  2,  1792,  docs  cer- 
tainly direct  the  standard  of  the  United  States  to 
CDDtaio  1,485  parts  of  tbe  pure  GJlver  to  179  parts 
alloy,  to  be  formed  of  copper.  It  also  appoiota 
fire  commissioaers.  consisting  of  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  United  Stares,  the  Secretarv  of  Stale, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Comptroller  of  the 
TVeasury,  and  the  Attorney  General,  to  attend  at 
the  Mint  on  the  second  Monday  in  February,  in 
every  year,  to  try  the  coin  previously  issued  du- 
ring the  year.  If  they  And  it  arreeably  10  the 
standard  appointed  by  law,  or  within  114  parts  of 
ii,  (which  IS  termed  the  remedy.)  the  officers  are 
to  H  discharged  ;  but,  if  not,  ther  are  to  report  to 
the  President,  and  the  officers  guilty  of  the  offence 
are  to  be  removed  from  office. 

The  commissioners  did  meet  on  the  days  ap- 
pointed by  law,  and  on  assaying  the  reserved 
Sfces  of  all  the  coins,  previously  is.sued  from  the 
iot,  Ihey  found  them  alt  within  the  remedy  ap- 
pointed by  taw,  and  of  cottrae.  diseharged  the  of- 
ncers  eoncertied  in  the  coinage.  These  commis- 
sioners, being  the  proper  jurisdiction  appointed  by 
law.  are  the  sole  judg«s  of  the  business ;  and  they 
having  on  a,etual  experiment  determined  the  coio- 

rio  have   been  legal,  it  must  be  conclusive  in 
>  business. 
If  the   former  assayer  did   really  decrease  the 

?uaoiity  of  alloy,  (which  seems  to  be  probable,) 
cannot  conceive  any  principle  on  which  he 
could  have  acted,  consistent  with  common  pru- 
dence, but  that  of  its  being  within  the  remedy 
|>ro*icled  by  law,  as  a  latitude  given  to  his  direc- 
ion.  This  idea  is  strengtheaed  by  the  addition 
;a  the  fine  silver,  contended  to  have  been  added, 
was  to  raise  the  standard  af  lOoz.  14dwts.  45-13 
^rs.  equal  to  tOoz.  lOdwIs.,  which  is  within  the 
imallesi  fraction  equal  to  the  144  parts  given  by 
aw  as  the  remedy.  However  this  conduct  may 
liscover  a  want  of  prudence,  yet  it  nai  strictly 
egal,  allhoash  it  is  pretty  evident  that  the  origi- 
:a)  design  of  the  law  was  to  guird  against  acci- 
enial  errors,  and  not  wilful  ones.  But  even  if 
'le  petitioner's  complaints  were  ever  so  well 
>unaed,  he  could  injustice  only  reauire  perrais- 
ioa  to  prosecute  tbe  assayer's  bond  for  his  own 
se,  as  It  would  be  very  unreasonable  to  make  tbe 
tovernment  liable  for  every  officer's  violation  of 
is  trust.  On  the  same  priiciple  that  the  peii- 
oaer  is  entitled  to  redress  from  Oovernment,  ev- 
■y  depositor  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  8300,- 
X)  is  entitled  to  equal  justice.  The  extent  of 
lis  claim  must  therefore  appear  rather  extrava- 
int.  I  ou^ht  not  to  omit  the  fact,  that  the  de- 
Tsite  of  31,014oz.  made  by  Mr.  Cox,  was  made 
r  bim,  not  as  a  public  officer,  but  as  the  private 
[ent  of  Mr.  Vaughan,  who  employed  him  for 
at  ptirpose,  and  indemnified  the  Mint,  by  an 
press  agreeinent,againstB!l  losses  occasioned  by 
ch  a^eney  ;  and,  therefore,  if  he  deposited  that 
m  ander  a  false  standard,  Mr.  Vaughan  must 
ide  by  tbe  cooiequNicet  of  his  miseoDduet. 


With  regard  lo  tbe  claim  of  the  petitioner  for 
the  delay  atlendinir  (he  coinage  of  his  deposite  of 
January,  1795,  with  those  following,  I  conceive  it 

not  well  founded.     The  Mint  t^gan  its  opera- 


•OOOOoz.  of  very  base  silver,  yet  by  law  i 
itled  to  the  first  payment.    Mr.  Vaughao 


tions  under  great  disadvantages,  in  October,  1794; 
these  were  increased  by  the  first  deposite,  being 
that  of  the  Bank  of  Maryland,  of  upwards  of 
■et  by  law  was  en- 

.._..._. ,    ^  r.  Vaughan  made 

hia  deposite  the  seventh  in  order,  and  therefore 
was  neceisarily  postponed  according  to  law ;  yet, 
from  his  argent  necessity  for  the  money,  and  hia 
silver  being  of  purer  quality,  both  tbe  Bank  of 
Maryland  and  that  of  North  America,  who  were 
entitled  to  the  priority,  consented  to  his  takinz 
their  place  in  part;  and  accordingly  he  teceiveo, 
on  the  4lb,  5th,  and  7lh  of  March  following, 
$20,000;  April  2d,  7th,  21st,  SSth,  and  30th,  $3^- 
000  J  8th,  12th,  17ih,  and  20ih  of  June,  24,000; 
and  so  on,  till  the  several  deposiles  were  paid,  al- 
though these  different  payments  were  comprised 
in  single  warrants,  whicfi,  from  the  dates  being 
at  the  time  thewarra  .  —  ■ 


lid  have  been  expected  nnder 
the  disadvantage  of  the  petitioner  being  the  ser- 
enth  depositor. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  I  cannot  discover  that 
the  petitioner  has  any  solid  foundation  for  the  sup- 
port of  his  complaint. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect, 
dear  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ELIAS  BOUDINOT. 

Director  of  the  Mint. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  FoaTM. 


7b  ail  whom  it  may  concent: 

Mint  op  tbb  Uhitbd  States, 
Treatwivr'i  Offict,  July  12, 179a 
I  do  hereby  certify,  that  John  Vaughan,  by  him- 
self,  and  by  the  agency  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  did,  between  the  first  of  January,  1765,  and 
21si  November  of  the  same  year,  inclusive,  lodge 
in  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  for  coinage.bul- 
lion  which  contained  two  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight  ounces 
ten  penny-weights  of  standard  silver,  agreeably  to 


assayed  by  the  late  Albion  Cox,  assayer  to  the 
Mint.  ■  NATH.  THOMAS, 

OtHe  to  the  TVeomrer. 
Standard  silver,  230,888oz.  lOdwts. 

Silver  Bullion.  No.  16. 

Mint  op  tbb  Uhiteh  States, 
TVeomtrer'*  Office,  July  9, 1795. 
I  acknowledge  to  have  received  from  John 
Vaughan,  of  Philadelphia,  merchant,  ailret  bul- 
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lioD,  weigbipg  eiereo  tticusiiDd  iie?en  bundred 
aod  nineteen  oudccs  and  five  peooT-weights,  to  be 
aaiayed  and  coined,  and  for  whicn,  according  to 
tbe  value  of  staodard  silver  tberein  contained,  sU- 
TCi  coins  of  tbe  United  Stales  ore  to  b«  delireied 
to  the  Mid  John  Vaugban,  agreeably  to  law  and 
the  usage  of  the  Mint. 

NICHOLAS  WAY,  Treaturer. 
ChoH  weight  ll,719oz.  5dwt«. 

TBEABtiBEB*a  Office,  July  11, 1795. 
By  the  asaayer'a  return,  the  sboTe-meniioned 
deposite  \a  found  to  coatain  twelve  thousand  and 
lijtty  ounces  and  six  penny- weights  of  standard 
wlrer.  and  is.  tberefare,  equal  in  ratue  to  thirleen 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifieeen  dollsis  and 


Standard  weight  12/)60oz.  6dwts. 
Value  »13,915  73. 

•  PHiLiDELPBi*,  July  11, 1796. 

Tbe  standard  weight  was  10.16  as  formerly 
used  in  the  Mint,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  9  parts 
fine  to  1  part  alloy. 

Since  tbe  present  Director's  administration,  tbe 
legal  standard  has  been  adopted,  1,485  fine  to  17S 
alloy. 

On  assaying  the  pieces  that  were  lesetred  out 
of  the  coinages  made  from  the  bullion  deposited 
by  Mr.  Vaugbau  and  oibers,  it  was  found  thai 
tbey  were  raiber  above  the  standard,  lO.lG,  which 
Mr.  Cox  bad  in  use. 

JOSEPH  RICHARDSON. 
AiKu/er  of  the  HSnt. 


JKJonimanicated  to  the  Houm  of  RepruentatiTes,  Jan- 
uary B,  1709.] 
Genebil  Pobt  Office, 

PkOaMphia,  Jan.  8,  1799. 

Sib:  In  comidianoe  with  the  resolution  of  tbe 
Houae  of  Representatives  of  tbe  Ulb  of  June 
Jbst.  I  have  the  bonur  to  lay  before  tbem — 

First.  The  <lraught  of  an  act  fur  establishing 
tbe  Post  Office,  with  a  report  explanatory  of  tbe 
alteration  of  the  former  acta  upon  that  subject, 
■and  of  the  amendments  now  offered,  with  a  view 
of  rendering  the  system  more  complete. 

Secondly-  Tbe  draoglitaf  an  act  relative  to  the 
poat  loads,  Jn  which  the  establiahmeni  of  several 
new  post  roads,  and  the  alteration  and  disconiinu- 
ance  of  others  is  proposed,  with  remarks  oa  a 
number  of  petitions,  and  a  relation  of  the  motivea 
for  the  establishment  of  the  sew  roads,  and  the 
discoatiauBBce  or  alteration  of  others. 

And  lastly.  A  report  on  the  petition  of  Ezekiel 
WUliams. 

The  regulations  relative  to  the  G^erat  Poit 


Office  and  the  eatabli«hmeiii  of  post  roads  have 
hiiberio  been  comprehended  in  one  act,  but  no 
advantage  is  derived  fromtbeconneiionof  them; 
the  latter  is  subject  to  frequent  increase  and  alter- 
ation, is  very  lengthy,  and  is  of  no  use  to  any  part 
of  the  Department,  other  tbau  the  General  Pod 
Office,  while  ibe  former  affecis  every  person  em- 
iloyed  in  it,  and  ought  to  be  furnished  to  them  as 
itlle  encumbered  as  possible.  On  tbsi  account.  I 
have  deemed  it  most  useful  to  present  the  bniines 
Congress  in  separate  acts. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  str, 
your  obedient  servant. 

JOSEPH  HABERSHAM. 
PotlmaMer  GtaeraL 
Tbe  Hon.  tbe  Sfbaieb 

of  the  BouM  of  RepreaeiOatVBe: 


Bemarks  re^metfnU;   ■abmitUd  to   Congrw,  b;  tk 
PoRmaitBr  Qeneral,  on  tha  project  of  "  An  ad  I* 
•stabtidi  the  Port  Office  of  tbe  United  States,"  madi 
oat  CMitbnnably  to  a  Teaolulion  of  the  House  of  B^ 
reMDlatiTea,  puMd  tbe  Uth  of  March,  1798. 
Tne  first  section  proposes  that  the  Post  OEict 
shall  be  under  tbe  direction  of  a  PostmaHter  Gen- 
eral, and  points  out  some  of  his  principal  dutita 
Among  other  Utin^,  it  aulboriaei  him  lo  appoiK 
an  Assistant,  a  Solicitor,  a  first  cleib,  a  book^eepo. 
and  such  other  clerks  as  may  be  found  DecessaTT 
to  enable  bim  to  perform  the  duties  required  oi 
him  in  tbe  <ireneTU  Post  Cffice. 

It  has  often  been  imagined  that  tbe  duties  a 
the  Postmaster  General  were  very  trifling  aaj 
simple,  even  so  much  so,  that  some  have  conu^ 
ered  it  rather  a  siaecure,  than  an  office  of  businei: 
it  is  presumed  ibal  mistake  has  chiefly  *risen  Inw 
not  iTuly  attending  to  tbe  subject,  and,  from  iba: 
cause,  such  a  very  small  allotment  of  serricei  v 
has  been  hitherto  provided  was  made  for  tbe  pcf- 
formance  of  its  duties.  In  other  countries,  it  iw: 
been  considered  an  object  of  more  impartaart 
'  '  IS  execution  has  been  more  liberally  provided 
Tbe  Post  Office  of  Great  Britain  is  uov  m- 
der  the  direction  of  two  PostnMsler«  Qeneral.  i 
Secretary,  a  Surveyor,  and  a  Comptroller,  beside 
the  necessary  clerks  i  tbe  letter  office  of  Looda 
is  in  some  measure  connected  with  it,  but  it  t 
managed  by  bead  clerks.andagrealDuniber  of  «■- 
dinary  clerks.  That  office  superiuiends  tbe  oibe 
General  Post  Offices  in  Beotlanil,  Ireland,  and  ikf 
provinces ;  exclusive  of  that  superintendence,  ii  t 
supposed  from  the  best  information  thai  can  ht 
obtained,  that  its  duties  are  not  so  great  a«  tbttt 
of  tbe  General  Post  Office  here,  tl^  post  roaf; 
there  not  comprehending  half  so  many  m  iles.  lad 
tbe  post  offices  nut  being  two-thirds  ao  DumeroK 
as  tbo.ie  in  this  country.  The  Post  Office  in  Seo- 
land,  (under  tbe  &itish  Post  Office,)  is  manafH 
by  a  Postmaster  GenenL  a  Secretary,  a  Bolicii^ 
and  an  Accountant,  besides  clerks ;  the  post  roac- 
in  Scotland  hardly  extend  two  tboiKaiHl  ruin 
and  there  are  onl^  one  hundred  and  eighty  p^ 
offices.  If  experience  has  shown  the  Goioa 
ments  of  those  conotriei  that  saeh  aa  arraat* 
meat  is  then  jiecenary  to  the  due  c 
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the  business  of  the  Oeneral  Poai  Offier,  it  is  be- 
lieTed  that  do  one  can  auppcwe  that  the  Genenl 
Post  Office  here,  which  superintnidK  nearly  eight 
bundred  post  offices,  and  IDe  tran!<portaliDiiof  the 
mail  over  poal  roads  that  extend  more  than  six- 
leeo  thousand  miles,  can  he  easily  or  duly  mao- 
iged  by  one  Postmaster  Geaeral,  aa  issistant, 
ind  the  help  he  can  obtaia  from  mn  allowance 
•DO  scanty  for  the  employment  of  foar  rood 
:lerk&  The  most  matenel  parts  of  the  duty  hare 
indeed  been  performed  so  as  to  keep  the  trasinew 
m  moiioo,  bat  it  is  beUered  thai  all  the  smaller 
Imies  have  not  been  property  perfonned  since 
the  first  extension  of  the  post  roads  onder  the 
pre.-enl  form  of  OoTernraent.  On  the  first  es- 
:iblisbment  of  (be  General  Post  Office,  nnder  the 
brmer  Consiilntion.  a  Postmaster  Oeneral,  and 
mtssisiant,  wereproTided  foritssuperintendeDce; 
Jien,  and  for  many  years  afterward,  the  whole 
lamber  of  post  offices  did  Dot  amount  to  sixty, 
ind  the  post  roads  did  not  extend  iwa  ihonsand 
nilra :  one  clerk  was  then  also  employed.  With 
only  the  additional  aid  of  three  clerks,  the  same 
xorision  has  been  eontinoed  to  this  time,  although 
:he  duties  have  been  gradnally  incrcftsed  to  more 
Jian  seven  fold. 

These  cireamataDces  are  mentioned,  that  the 
dleration  might  not  appear  extraragant ;  the  Fost- 
luster  Gleneral  has  no  disposition  to  enjoy  the 
imolument  itie  office  affords  him  without  render- 
Dg  his  constant  serTices,  and  no  wish  to  add  the 
rast  unnecessary  expense.  Itappears  tobim  that 
idditional  provision  ia  absolately  necessary  in  the 
present  slate  of  the  office,  and  that  there  will  be 
KJDsIanl  employ  for  all  those  who  are  proposed. 

In  B  bu.iiness  so  diffusive  as  the  services  to  be 
performed  in  the  QeneralPost  Office,  it  is  not  easy 
id  detail  the  particulars.  The  transportation  of 
he  mail  over  post  roads  that  extend  sixteen  (hou- 
and  miles,  wnich  have  many  different  branches 
md  connexions,  and  are  divided  into  many  small 
lontracts,  to  be  performed  at  a  great  distance  from 
he  General  Post  Office,  is  a  considerable  obiect. 
Volwithstanding  large  penalties  are  providea  for 
allures  and  delays,  and  moch  caution  is  used  to 
:Dn  I  met  only  with  good  men,  many  failures  and 
lelays  will  happen ;  some  through  unavoidable 
nuses,  and  others,  the  negligence  of  contractors ; 
m  this  subject,  B  multitude  of  letters  are  written 
ly  those  interested  in  ihereguUr  converance  of  the 
nail ;  they  rdjuire  answering,  and  the  perform- 
nee  of  the  contractors  reqoires  also  to  be  con- 
Isntly  examined ;  to  this,  also,  must  be  added  the 
[lalconduet  of  those  who  contract,  or  who  are 
mployed  by  contractors ;  and  where  so  many  are 
mployed  in  a  toilsome  service,  it  most  be  expect- 
d  that  many  letters  must  be  written  on  such  sub- 
ecl3.  It  can  hardly  be  supposed  that,  where  seven 
nndred  postmasters  are  appointed,  that  there 
HUM  not  M  many  vacancies  to  be  supplied,  espe- 
iaily  where  the  emolumeati  to  be  oerived  from 
he  office  are  so  inconsiderable  as  thevare  at  a 
irg.-  proportion  of  the  post  offices  of  the  United 
Itates ;  and  it  is  a  fact  that  the  establishment  of 
lew  offices,  and  the  appointment  of  newpostmas- 
«n,  with  attending  to  comi^inta,  receiving  re- 


signations, and  making  due  inquiries  for  that  par- 
pose,  is  almost  sufficient  to  engross  the  mitentton 
of  one  persoa.  The  business  of  receiving  poat- 
maHiers'  aceounta,  four  times  a  year,  calling  upon 
them  when  Degltgent,  and  commencing  suits  when- 
ihey  cannot  be  otherwise  obtained,  obtaining  their 
balaoces  in  snch  an  extensive  country,  and  prow- 
outing  them  for  delinquencies,  paying  con  Aactors, 
obtaining  vouchers,  is  very  considerable.  After 
the  accounts  are  obtained,  ihey  are  to  be  examin- 
ed, the  errors  corrected,  and  the  poetmaater*  io- 
forraed  of  (faem  ;  they  are  to  be  entered  in  booka, 
and  parltenlar  wKOunts  of  the  receipts  and  er- 
pen/iinres  in  the  Departmeoi  are  to  be  made  tmc- 
and  rendn^  to  the  Treasary.  More  than  ten 
thousand  dead  letters  are  to  be  opened  and  iB~ 
apected  every  qntrter ;  those  which  have  vnlvabh 
conteeli  are  to  be  returned  to  the  writer,  when  he 
em  be  found,  and  if  not  found,  recistered  aod  Sled. 
The  roakinKont  contracts,  bonds.  Six.,  for  carry- 
ing the  maO,  advertisements,  receiving  and  decid- 
ing upon  proposals,  is  another  considerable  bim- 
Bess.  The  eontraetora  and  postmasters  amount 
together  to  between  eight  and  nine  hundred,  wh» 
are  regular  correspondenis,  four  times  a  year,  rel- 
ative to  their  accoonia,  balances,  and  pay,  beside 
their  letten  relative  to  ^e  alteratioo  of  the  ar- 
rangements, questions  concerning  consttuotioB 
of  the  law,  and  explanation  of  instractioaa.  A 
multirade  of  letters  are  also  received  on  subjects 
relating  to  the  Post  Office,  from  individuals  id  aU 
parts  oT  the  Union.  To  all  these  must  be  added, 
a  great  variety  of  incidents  and  partictitars,  sncit 
as  sapplytng  postmasters  with  blanks  and  ke^L 
the  ridns  with  portmanteaus  and  locks,  whicn 
must,  of  necessity,  be  attached  to  a  busmen  ae 
diffusive. 

On  a  due  consideration  of  the  varioas  duties  &f 
the  office,  it  is  imagined  that  it  will  be  found  that 
the  additional  assislance  proposed  cannot  be  dis- 
pensed with.  The  existing  act  leaves  the  dotiea 
of  the  assistant  and  clerks  lo  be  designated  by  the 
Postmaster  Oeneral;  and,  as  the  business  of  tiM 
office  may  vary,  it  seems  proper  still  to  lenre  tfae 
duties  of  those  to  be  employed  in  the  Oeneral 
Post  Office,  to  be  thus  designated.  The  oreseM 
flitnation  of  the  business  reqaires  the  followinf 
arrangement: 

The  Postmaster  G«ierat  to  superintend  the  bup 
siness  generally;  to  direct  the  principal  arraog*- 
ments  for  carrying  the  mail ;  to  estaUish  poet 
offices ;  appoint  postmasters :  inform  them  in  qvm- 
lions  relating  to  the  law  and  their  duty;  and  a^ 
tend  to  the  exterior  correspondence  of  the  office. 

The  Assistant  to  keep  the  moneys  of  the  Qeti»- 
r&l  Post  Office,  obtain  the  balances  due  from  post- 
masten,  pay  the  eontraetora  and  mail  eaTTiers,and 
other  expenses ;  answer  the  correspondence  relat- 
ing to  money  and  accounts,  attend  to  keying  tt» 
accounts,  and  prepare  them  to  render  to  the  Trel^ 
sury.  The  assistant  has  likewise  occasionally  to 
travel  the  post  road,  and  exercise  the  powers  oftln 
Postmaster  General,  in  case  of  stoppagM  of  tin 
mail,  and  thefis  commined  at  post  offices. 

The  Solicitor  to  commence  snita  when  ao- 
eounts  are  not  duly  rendered,  and  for  the  reconry 
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of  balaDces;  to  be  particularly  employed  relative 
to  traasportatioa  of  ibe  mail,  in  nakiog  the  subor- 
dinate arratigemenis  for  iti  carrisge,  advertise- 
meols,  contracts,  bonds,  obtaining  and  keeping  ac- 
coant&  of  its  arrival  and  departure  from  all  parts 
of  the  road^,  noting  and  exacting  penalties  for  de- 
lays and  failures,  and  answering  letters  relating  to 
tbe  mail. 

A  first  clerk  to  be  employed  in  eiBmiaing  aC' 
counts,  to  aid  in  oblBioing  them,  with  their  twlan- 
cea,  from  delinquents,  by  prepariog  accounts  for 
suit,  notifying  postmasters  of  corieclioos  in  their 
accounts,  and  to  assist  the  Solicitor  in  making  out 
eoDtraci*,  &c. 

A  book-keeper,  lo  keep  tbe  books  of  the  Oene- 
nl  Post  Office,  and  aid  the  asaistani  in  making 
ont  draught*,  accounts  current,  dtc. 

One  clerk  to  open  and  eiamiue  dead  letters,  re- 
pster  and  return  to  the  miter  such  as  bare  valu- 
able eonteniB,  and  have  custody  of  them  when  the 
writer  cannot  be  found,  and  occasionally  attend  to 
other  busineas. 

One  clerk  lo  auist  in  ezaminiDg  accounts,  and 
copying  the  assistant's  letters. 

One  clerk  to  copy  and  register  letters. 

This  section  is  copied  chiefly  from  the  third  and 
fourth  sections  of  the  act  of  1794 ;  and,  excepting 
in  the  before-mentioned  respecb,  is  not  materially 
altered. 

Section  2  require*  all  persons  employed  to  lake 
«a  oath  lor  the  faithful  performance  of  duty :  the 
oath  is  copied  from  the  former  act.  Postmaster* 
and  contractors,  notwithstanding  they  are  express- 
ly forbidden  by  the  act,  and  by  their  instructions, 
frequently  employ  persons  in  the  care  of  the  mail, 
who  are  not  sworn,  and  it  has  been  construed  by 
some  of  the  courts  that  no  person  who  has  not 
taken  the  oath  prescribed  could  be  considered  as 
legally  tmiployeii,  so  as  to  subject  such  person  to 
the  peoalUes  of  the  16th  section  of  the  act  of  1794. 
Tkov  does  not  appear  to  be  any  such  g-reat  differ- 
«nce  in  tbe  scale  of  crime,  and  none  in  the  injury 
to  the  public,  whether  the  person  who  violates  tbe 
law  be  siDorn  or  not,  so  that  in  one  case  a  person 
who  has  been  sworn  might  be  punished  with 
death,  wliile  another  person,  not  sworn,  but  em- 
ployed in  the  same  manner  in  other  respects, 
should  be  subject  only  lo  prosecution,  as  for  a  sim' 

ge  breach  of  trust,  for  committing  the  same  crime, 
n  that  account  this  section  provides  thatHrsons 
emjdoyed  shall  be  subject  to  all  penalties  for 
lations  of  the  law,  whether  they  have  taken  c 
tbe  oatb  prescribed. 

Section  3  provides  a  penally  for  obstructing  tbe 
passage  of  the  mail.  This  section  is  copied  nom 
tbe  5ih  of  the  act  of  1794,  without  alteration. 

Section  4.  This  section  prescribes  the  manner  of 
advertising  for  conlracls  lo  carry  the  mail,  and  is 
tel  little  varied  from  the  5th  section  of  1794.  That 
'flection  requires  the  Postmaster  Qeneral  to  adver- 
tise "tbe  penalty  or  penalties  for  non-perform- 
ance of  tne  stipulations."  As  those  penalties 
would  make  the  advertisements  long  and  eipea- 
■ive,  if  all  of  them  are  recited,  it  seems  sufficient 
to  recite  only  the  leading  penalties  in  the  adver- 
tiannent,  noting  at  the  tame  lime  that  proper  pen- 


for  other  deviations  would  be  stipulated: 
that  part  has,  therefore,  been  omitted  in  this  sec-  , 
tiun.  The  oest  alteration  extends  the  time  of 
lodging  the  contract  with  the  Comptroller^  Irom 
thirty  to  ninety  days.  If  the  contractors  all  came 
to  the  Qeneral  Post  Office  and  brought  their  sure- 
ties along  with  them,  the  business  is  so  calculated, 
thata  man  desirous' of  contracting  only  sends  for- 
ward his  proposals  and  recommeodations  lo  the 
General  Post  Office,  where,  after  they  are  decided 
upon,  the  contracts  and  bonds  are  made  out,  and 
sent  to  the  postmaster  living  nearest  to  the  pro- 
poser, who  attends  lo  the  execution,  and  decide* 
upon  the  sufficiency  of  sureties;  by  this  means 
obtained  on  more  reasonable 


porlunity  of  choice  in  several  proposers  for  t 
same  route,  which  would  not  be  the  case  if  a  nun 
was  obliged  lo  travelseven  or  eight  hundred  mites, 
to  propose  for,  or  to  complete  a  contracL  In  con- 
sequence of  this  arrangement,  however,  it  fre- 
Siently  happens  that  a  contract  it  sot  returned  to 
e  Qeneral  Post  Office  for  several  mouths  after 
it  b  completed,  and  cannot  be  lodged  with  the  i 
Comptroller  so  soon  al^er  its  execution  as  the  (<a-    ' 

The  PostmatterGenetalis  here  required  to  lodge 
a  duplicate  of  the  controcl ;  the  former  act  direcu 
the  original  to  be  lodged  with  the  Comptroller:  it 
always  has  been  supposed  that  this  was  prorided 
in  that  act  by  mistake,  as  the  Comptroller  has 
nothing  to  do  relative  to  the  performance  of  the 
contract,  or  anv  of  its  stipulations ;  and  tbe  ci»i-  i 
tract  ought,  without  doubt,  to  be  in  possession  of  ' 
that  person  who  it  to  see  that  it  is  performed,  and 
who  IS  10  prosecute  in  cases  of  failures.  A  certi- 
fied duplicate  is  supposed  lobe  sufficient  lo  answer 
any  purpose  intended  by  lodging  it  with  the  Comp- 
troller. 

Section  5.  This  regards  the  hours  of  attend- 
ance to  be  required  at  the  Post  Offices,  and  is 
copied,  without  alteration,  from  the  7th  section  of 
the  act  of  1794. 

Section  3.  This  section  merely  provides  for  the 
compensation  of  the  persons  to  be  employed  in  tbe 
General  Post  Office.  No  alteration  is  proposed  so 
far  as  respects  the  Postmaster  GeneiHl ;  hut  an  aug- 
meniatton  of  the  assistant's  pay  appear?  to  be  ex- 
pedient, on  account  of  the  great  increase  of  hii 
duties,  and  the  decrease  of  the  value  of  monef. 
On  the  first  organization  of  the  Post  Office,  his 
salary  was  rated  at  two-thirds  of  that  allowed  to 
the  Postmaster  General  \  the  former  act  places  it 
at  only  half  that  allowance.  While  the  sala- 
ries of  some  of  the  chief  clerks,  who,  on  the  first 
establishment  of  the  preseni  Qoverameni,  receiv- 
ed only  eight  hundred  dollars,  have  been  raised  to 
seventeen  and  eighteen  hundred  dollars,  the  as- 
sistant's, who  at  the  same  time  receiTedaihousand 
dollars,  has  been  increased  only  to  twelve  hun- 
dred, while  his  duties  have  been  increased  k 
mucu  as  those  of  any  other  officer,  perhaps,  nn- 
der  the  Gbvernmeni  of  the  United  States.  Pfo 
reason  it  perceived  why  tbe  services  of  those  em- 
[doyed  in  this  office  should  be  so  penuriously  pro- 
Tided  for.  I  have  in  ihia  soctioa  jnopoaed  that  the 
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MsbUQt's  salary  sboald  b«  lixteeo  hundred  dol 
lars  a  year,  which  is  only  et  the  «ame  rale  that  is 
illDtred  to  the  accomplaots  in  the  Wat  and  Navy 
Offices. 

Ilia  supposed  that  a  proper  person  cbddoc  be 
foDQd  to  do  the  dury  of  the  Solicitor  for  a  less 
compensation  than  is  proposed  for  him. 

Sereial  years  since,  by  the  employ meot  of  ordi- 
D«y  clerks,  at  a  less  rate  than  five  hundred  dollais 
I  year^  provision  was  made  to  increase  the  com- 
peosalion  of  those  employed  in  services  that  re- 
qaired  good  clerks;  that  cannoi  irow  be  done,  as 
no  tolerable  clerk  can  be  obtained  for  a  less  sura 
thia  five  hundred  dollars;  on  thai  account,  specific 
snms'are  proposed  for  a  first  clerk  and  bouk-kee^ 
er.  Id  all  offices  where  there  is  much  detail,  it  is 
necessary  to  give  such  salaries  as  will  induce 
clerks  lo  account  on  the  serrice  as  in  some  meas- 
nre  permaneDt;  iu  ihis  office  nt^^lerk  has  be- 
come properly  acquainted  with  the  duties  requir- 
ed of  a  first  clerk  and  book-keeper  under  two  or 

The  former  act  restricted  the  Postmaster  Qen- 
eral  to  the  appointment  of  a  certain  number  of 
clerks ;  as  so  tittle  unnecessary  expense  could  be 
iacuned  ia  this  way,  it  did  oot  seem  proper  to  coq- 
tinae  that  Tesiriclion,  particularly  as  the  business 
of  the  office  is  so  rapidly  increasing. 

Section  7.  This  section  relates  to  the  rales  of 
letter  postage. 

The  9ih  section  of  the  former  act  establishes 
nine  different  rates  of  postage  for  difierent  dis- 
tances. Such  a  Burober  of  different  rates  tenders 
Ihe  business  of  rating  and  ma rkine  letters  embar- 
rassing, and  oAen  occasions  mlst^es,  especially 
as  thai  business  is  generally  required  to  be  done 
with  great  exoedition,  a  very  considerable  part  of 
the  letters  to  oe  mailed  being  dropped  into  ihe  of- 
fice ibe  last  moment  allowed  for  receiving  them, 
which  is  but  a  short  time  previous  to  that  fixed 
for  the  departure  ot  ihe  mail.  To  facilitate  that 
bosiness,  and  lo  render  it  less  sobjecl  lo  mistakes, 
diey  are  now  reduced  to  six.  In  order  lo  do  this, 
■ad  reduce  some  of  the  higher  rates  of  postage,  by 
atending  them  over  greaterdislances,  wilhoul.  at 
the  same  time,  reducing  the  revenue,  it  has  been 
necessary  to  make  a  small  increase  in  the  lowest 
rales.  By  the  rates 'proposed,  the  postages  of  all 
letters  carried  over  one  hundred  and  Uiy  miles, 
and  less  than  six  hundred  and  filly  miles, are  some- 
thing reduced,  and  most  of  the  postages  of  those 
conveyed  under  one  hundred  miles  are  increased. 
The  lowest  rate  under  the  former  act  was  six 
cents,  which,  considering  the  trouble  of  carrying, 
toarking,  rating,  mailing,  and  accounting  for  the 
Kller,  seems  too  small,  particularly  since  money 
has  been  so  much  reduced  in  value  ;  it  has  now, 
therefore,  been  raised  to  eight  cents.  The  advance 
on  the  low  postages  is  so  small,  that  the  alteration 
will  hardlj  be  noticed,  and  a  postage  of  twelve- 
ud-a-half  cents,  or  under,  is  so  inconstderable,  that 
ii  is  freely  paid,  but  in  all  cases  above  that  sum^  it 
KCnis  something  of  en  object,  and  it  then  begins 
to  be  called  money.  It  nas  been  an  object,  in 
nukiog  this  amngement,  to  regulate  it  so  as 
BM  to  reduce  the  revenue.    A  complete  exami- 


nation of  the  operation  of  the  new  rates  could  not 
be  made  without  taking  more  lime  than  could  be 
spared  at  ihis  office  but  by  eiaminaiioD  at  several 
of  the  principal  offices,  it  appears  that  the  new 
rales  will  produce  a  small  addition  to  1  be  revenue. 

In  England,  ihey  have  only  three  rates  of  post- 
age, fuur  pence,  five  pence,  and  six  pence  sterling, 
equal  lo  eight,  ten,  and  twelve  cents.  The  great- 
est distance  from  one  post  office  to  another  there, 
is  about  three  hundred  and  sixty  miles,  and  within 
that  extent,  they  have  only  three  rates  for  differ- 
ent distances  ;  but,  under  the  formw  act,  we  hare 
seven  rates  within  that  distance. 

The  rates  of  postage,  by  water,  are  now  made 
the  same  as  those  by  land,  except  that  no  packet 
is  to  be  charged  with  more  than  triple  postage. 
Under  the  former  aei,  the  postage  of  a  single  let- 
ter, by  water,  was  only  eight  cents,  for  any  dis- 
tance, which  was  loo  smaO  to  defray  the  expense 
of  establishiDg  packets. 

The  former  section  left  doubts  as  to  the  mean- 
ing of  the  words  single,  double,  and  packet ;  they 
are  so  expressed   here,  as   lo   render   ihem  cet- 


made  in  the  former  act  upon 
the  weijzhi  of  packets  that  should  be  received  to 
be  sent  by  post,  In  consequence  of  which,  in  a 
few  instances,  large  and  inconvenient  packages 
have  been  sent  in  ihe  mail,  which  those  to  whom 
ihey  have  been  directed  have  refused  to  take  up, 
on  account  of  the  expense.  It  is  therefore  propos- 
ed to  leave  it  discretionary  wilb  Ihe  postmaster  to 
receive  or  reject  such  as  weigb  more  thaji  three 

Section  8.  This  section  increases  the  rale  on 
ship  letters,  received  by  private  vessels,  from  four 
to  six  cent*.  Two  cents  of  the  former  rale  was 
paid  to  the  master  of  the  ship,  and  only  two  cents 
of  the  residue  went  to  ihe  Post  Office;  this,  ow- 
in^  to  the  number  of  dead  letters,  and  the  com- 
missions of  postmasters,  it  is  supposed,  rather 
brings  the  omce  in  debt,  than  produces  any  ad- 
vantage to  the  revenue ;  and  as  the  rale  is  so  very 
trifling,  it  seems  ihat  the  sm:)ll  advance  propooed 
might  oe  made  'without  being  objectionable. 

ft  is  also  proposed  lo  charge  the  letters,  which 
are  destined  to  be  conveyed  by  post,  only  with  two 
cents  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  postage — the  or- 
dinary postage  being  deemed  hign  enough. 

Sections  9, 10, 11, 12,  aod  13,  are  copied  from 
the  former  act,  without  alteration. 

Section  14.  This  section  providesa  punishment 
for  those  who.  being  employed  in  the  Department 
of  the  Post  Office,  shall  interrupt  the  safety  of  cor- 
respondencej  and  is  copied  from  the  sixteenth  sec- 
tion of  the  former  act,  without  alteration,  except- 
ing in  the  second  penalty,  where  it  is  proposed  to 
aubstlinte  corporal  punishment  in  place  of  the 
punishment  bv  death. 

That  punishment  is  so  contrary  to  the  present, 
humane  regulations  and  mild  policy  of  the  laws 
of  the  separate  Slates,  and  so  shocking  to  the  hu- 
mane sentiments  generally  prevalent  in  this  coun- 
try, that  it  i»  hoped  the  substitute  may  be  adopt- 
ed. Death  is  indeed  an  awful  and  dreadful  pun- 
ishmeDt ;  the  greatest  that  man  c«d  inflict :  and 
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•  be  provided,  perhaps,  odIt,  as  tke 
urce  to  ibe  nTely  and  well-beiog  of 
society— JQ  ctsea  only  of  critneB  the  most  sg- 
gnvated,  and  where  the  eootmity  or  repetiiioa 
reaves  no  hope  of  »  refonn  in  the  eriioiiia.1 ;  or 
thoM  who  lure  committed  treason,  murder,  or 
crimes  Bg;ainst  persooal  safely  little  iborl  of  tbem 
—crimes  wbir£  show  such  aa  uttar  depravity  as 
renders  it  unsafe  to  have  them  ag^in  mingle  with 
society.  In  the  present  ease,  it  isnoi  necessary  to 
eiamine  whether  a  man  has  a  right  to  iikfliot  that 
penally  for  crimes  of  a  higher  cast ;  it  is  enongh 
to  know  that  those  ideas  very  cooiideraMy  pre- 
vail among  the  people  in  this  country,  and  that 
the  laws  where  that  punisfaoient  is  provided  foi 
aueh  cases,  cannot  be  executed.  Such  is  cenain- 
ly  the  fact,  and  so  scmpulons  and  determined  are 
a  great  number  in  (hat  parlrcnlar  that  ihey  will 
lUner  neglect  their  duty,  and  violate  their  oaths, 
than  in  any  manner  aid  in  detecting  or  convict- 
ing saeh  eriminab ;  and  so  generally  is  that  the 
caae,  that  although  there  have  been  a  nimiber  of 
thefts  committed  on  the  mail  by  those  employed, 
and  robberies  by  others,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  and  although  the  villains  have  been 
known,  and  in  some  instances  apprehended,  it  has 
been  impossible,  in  any  ease,  with  clear  proof,  to 
bring  them  to  pttnishment.  The  law,  in  fact,  in 
these  respects,  from  the  severity  of  the  punish' 
ment,  has  become  useless ;  and  villaiiu,  relying  on 
Ibe  public  humanity,  violate  it  with  imptmiiy.  It 
has  oftsD  been  said,  and  it  seems  with  much  trnth, 
tkat  the  certainty  of  the  exeeation  of  a  severe 
punishment  has  a  much  more  powerful  influence 
m  the  pieveotion  of  crimes,  than  laws  which  pro- 
ride  tbe  greaiest ;  because  the  criminal,  in  all 
eoQntri«s,lias  some  hope  when  the  puaishmeot  b 
rsry  great,  and  the  cnihe  not  the  most  alroeions, 
of  escape,  threo^k  the  humanity  of  the  public 
agents,  jurors,  witnesses  judges,  and  the  pardim- 
iog power;  but  where  toe  punishment  is  severe, 
bni  not  BO  mneh  ua  as  greatly  i«  outrage  the 
feelings  of  humanity,  no  snch  hope  can  prevail. 
Il  is  thvefore  to  be  wished  that  a  severe  punish- 
ment, and  one  which  will  not  ai  the  same  time 
mnch  outrage  the  prevailing  sentiments  (^justice, 
or  tempt  those  to  whom  the  execution  of  the  laws 
are  entrusted,  or  the  people  at  large,  to  favor  es- 
capes, may  be  provided.  Such  a  one  is  the  sub- 
atitnte  supposed  to  be.  That  kind  of  corporal 
ptmishmeat  proposed  has,  of  late,  been  indeed  op- 
posed by  some  as  impolitic,  coiuideriog  it  to  de- 
stroy the  criminal's  hope  of  retrieving  an  honest 
fame,  and  thence  tending  to  fix  his  depravity.  But 
others  do  not  believe  that  experience  shows  it  to 
hare  that  effect;  and  if  it  did,  there  does  not  seem 
to  be  any  other  punishment  consonant  to  the  gen- 
eral policy  of  oar  laws,  adequate  to  the  prevention 
of  such  crimes.  The  public  jails  of  toe  United 
States  are  not  calculated  for  pettiteniiary  employ- 
ments ;  and  even  if  ikey  vrere.  sneb  puDiahmeni 
Mems  too  trivial,  compared  witn  the  erio&  E^m 
die  number  of  respectable  bat  nnforranate  debt- 
ors, with  which  the  pnbtie  jails  are  crowded,  im- 
prisoDment  has  almost  ceased  to  be  a  scandtU.  To 
pnvont  crimes  so  easily  eoBimitted,  ftnd  so  inju- 


rious to  the  public  interest,  as  those  under  consid- 
eration, no  punishment  promises  lo  be  so  efficient 
as  the  one  proposed.  Those  who  have  hitherto 
violated  this  part  of  the  law,  have  been  young  men, 
having  some  education,  and  respectable  connex- 
ions, to  whom  the  punishment  proposed  would  be 
more  terriUe  in  itself  and  consequences,  than 
death ;  and  from  which  they  would  have  uo  hope 
to  escape,  through  the  humanity  of  those  eutmst- 
ed  with  the  execution  of  the  laws;  and  from 
thence,  it  is  believed,  it  would  have  a  much  more 
powerful  effect  in  preventing  the  commission  of 
those  crimes,  which  is  the  object  of  the  law. 

Sec.  15.  This  section  also  snbetitutes  eorpor«I 
pttnishroent  for  the  punislunent  by  death,  in  tke 
case  of  robbing  the  mail ;  and  extends  the  punisk- 
menl  to  stealing  uf  the  mail,  which  was  loo  feebly 
provided  for  before.  It  is  doubtless  an  object  to 
render  corresjUBdence  at  safe  as  possible :  the  se- 
curity of  it  is  o'great  importance  to  Qovemment, 
and  essential  lo  an  extensive  commerce;  on  these 
accounts,  it  has  been  deemed  necessary  to  inereaaa 
the  punishment  for  stealing  tkemail,  and  to  extend 
penalties  to  other  abnsea. 

Sec.  16.  This  section  is  copied  from  the  IStk 
section  of  the  former  act,  ami  relates  to  the  adver- 
tising of  letters,  and  the  disposing  of  those  which 
mayliecoree  dead. 

Section  17.  This  section  relates  to  free  lelieia, 
and  comprises  a  list  of  all  public  officers  who  are 
now  entitled  to  receive  and  send  their  letters 
free. 

Section  18.  This  section  provides  a  penally  for 
the  abuse  of  the  piivilwe  of  franking.  That 
abuse  has  been  carried  so  Mr  in  England  that  sev- 
eral acts  and  regulations  have  been  found  neces- 
sary tu  be  made  to  prevent  it,  and,  in  this  country, 
its  frequency  already  demands  provision. 

Section  19^  relates  to  prialeis'  exchange  papers, 
and  u>  the  same  as  the  twenty-first  section  of  the 
former  act. 

Section  30.  This  section  relates  to  newspapers, 
and  comprises  the  22d  section  of  1794  and  the  6tk 
section  of  the  act  of  1797. 

No  oikef  regulation  to  insure  the  safety  of  tke 
carriage  of  newspapers  than  what  was  before  pro- 
vided has  yet  been  hit  upon.  Indeed,  the  failnres 
which  have  been  hitherto  complained  of  have  gen- 
erally happened  in  cases  where  the  papers  were 
10  be  conveyed  a  great  distance  in  the  mail ;  and 
the  failure  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  damp  stale  in 
which  the  papers  are  too  frequently  put  up,  the 
rains  and  wet  they  mar  meet  with  in  their  pass- 
age, and  the  jolting  iney  receive  in  the  carnage. 
By  these  means  the  wrappers  became  deftced  or 
worn  out,  and  no  new  airection  can  be  given 
them,  as  the  i«pers  themselves  hardly  ever  haTe 
a  particular  direction.  If  printers  were  to  ^ve 
every  paper  a  particular  direction,  when  the  pack- 
ets become  worn  out  and  broken,  the  poatmasien 
could  repack  and  direct  them:  of  this  seTeial 
printers  nave  been  informed,  but  they  do  not  choose 
to  take  the  trouble.  In  some  cases,  when  a  long 
rain  occurs,  even  that  could  not  be  done,  as  many 
of  the  papers  are  so  much  damaged  and  defaced  ts 
;  to  become  illegible.    Letters  having  proper  direc- 
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tioD^  being  more  compaci,  anil  wriiieo  on  fii 
paper,  are  nol  so  subject  to  injury,  and  rarely,  if 
erer,  fail  from  that  cause. 

Ilis  Dot  beliereii  thai  the  safety  and  reaularily 
with  wbicb  letters  paasin  the  mail  is  at  all  owing 
louiy  greater  care  in  (heposlmnsienor  thecHrriets 
of  the  mail.  The  port  man  lea  us  aad  bags  used  in 
t»lh  caaes  are  made  of  leather,  lined  with  oil- 
clolh,  and  secured  by  locks;  both  letters  and  pa- 
pers are  first  put  into  painted  bags,  and  then  into 
the  portmanteau ;  it  does  aot  seem  that  other  pre- 
cautions can  properly  be  used  far  saving  those 
Denspapers  from  wet  and  from  wear,  which  are 
carried  od  horseback,  than  are  already  taken.  The 

fipers,  in  many  cases,  are  omitted  or  misdirected 
Y  the  printers;  one  of  them  paiiicularly,  who 
hts  beeo  the  most  clamorous  on  (hat  subject,  has 
had  that  business  done  very  negligently,  and  has 
oftea  Riirihuled  miscarriages  to  the  Post  Office, 
when  they  arose  wholly  from  his  own  inattention. 
Ho  material  alteration  is,  therefore,  proposed  in 
this  section,  except  that  of  amhoriziag  ibe  Post- 
master General  to  require  those  who  receive  news- 
papers to  pay  the  amount  of  one  quarter's  postage 
m  adrance.  In  many  parts  of  the  United  Stales, 
ihere  is  very  little  copper  coin,  so  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  make  so  fmall  change  as  a  cent,  or 
a  ceDi-and-a-half,  and  it  is  very  troublesome  also 
tomakesui^h  change,  where  it  can  be  done,  at 
larger  offices;  the  trouble  of  charging  each  is  also 
as  much  as  the  postages  are  worth,  and  it  is  still 
more  to  collect  them  when  they  are  credited  ;  so 
that  some  postmasters  complain  that  they  do  not 
leeeiTe  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  postages,  and  others 
bave  resigned  on  that  account.  The  amount  ol 
one  quarter's  postagea  on  a  weekly  paper,  if  not 
seat  out  of  the  State,  is  only  ihirteeo  cents— so 
small  that  it  is  presumed  that  no  person 


Knsaiion  of  postmasters,  and  is  copied  from  the 
Gfib  section  of  the  act  passed  in  1797. 

On  an  aitentlTe  consideration  of  ihis  subject,  it 
dots  DO!  appear  that  any  better  arrangement  can 
be  made,  or  any  satisfactory  alteration.  The  rales 
Ot  commission  indeed  appear  large  on  the  first 
hnadred  and  three  hundred  dollars  collected ;  but, 
when  it  is  considered  from  what  small  sums  the 
postmaster's  accounts  arise,  that  a  very  lar^e  pro- 
IMrlioa  of  the  mails  do  not  amount  to  hall-a-dol- 
iar;  that  every  postmaster  has  as  well  to  pack, 
rate,  and  enter,  in  his  accounts,  and,  in  a  bill,  the 
amouuls  of  every  mail,  as  to  deliver  the  letters  and 
receive  the  price;  and  that  the  commission  is  al- 
iDved  only  on  half  the  postages  of  the  letters  that 
|Bss  through  his  hands,  and  mto  bii  accounts;  so 
thai,  instead  of  thirty,  tweoiy-five,  twenty,  and 
eiglit,  he  in  fact,  receives  only  fifteen,  twelve-and- 
a-Balf,  ten,  and  four  per  cent,  on  thegrossamount 
of  postages  contained  in  his  accounts^  it  is  really 
aol  an  extravaganl  per  cenlagel  The  rate  cannot 
be  estimated  by  the  rate  of  profit  of  factors  and 
commiEsion  merchants;  for  among  them  the  sale 
ofasinglepieceof  goods,  which  occasions  them  no 
pure  bouUe  perfaapathan  the  receiving,  despaich- 
ing.  and  accountiag  for,  of  a  single  mail,  will  pro- 
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duce  more  than  many  of  ibe  post  offices  in 
half  a  year. 

As  the  rales  now  stand,  several  of  the  postmav- 
ters,  who  receive  from  three  to  twelve  hundred 
dollars  a  year  for  their  services,  complain  that  the 
compensation  is  inadequate  to  the  trouble.  AI' 
though  it  does  not  teem  necessary  to  increase  the 
compensation  at  any  post  office,  it  is  certainly,  ia 
many  cases,  but  barely  adequate  to  the  labor  re- 
quired, and  ought  by  no  means  to  be  reduced. 

The  only  alteration  proposed  in  this  section  ia 
an  iiUowBoce  of  twenty  cents  to  each  postmaster 
for  every  monthly  return  he  shall  naake  of  the  ar- 
rival  and  departure  of  the  maib  at  his  office. 
Postmasters  at  the  two  extremes  of  every  route 
contracted  for  are  required  to  keep  a  register  of 
the  arrivals  and  departures  of  the  contractors,  at 
their  offices,  which  are  to  be  returned  to  the  Czeo- 
eral  Post  Office  monthly.  It  is  of  great  import- 
ance to  bave  this  duty  regularly  and  properly  per- 
formed, as,  without  such  returns,  ii  is  imptwsible 
for  the  Postmaster  General  to  know  whether  a 
contractor  performs  his  contrmcL  At  the  unpro- 
ductive offices,  where  such  extremes  sometimea 
04.'cur,  litlle  at^nlion  is  paid  to  this  duty ;  and,  as 
the  compensation  ihey  receive  is  of  no  considera- 
tion, they  cannot  be  compelled  to  do  it  promptly; 
it  is  also  a  trouble  not  common  to  postmosleia, 
and  it  therefore  seems  expedient  to  make  that 
small  allowance. 

Section  22.  Difficulties  have  frequently  occur- 
red in  suing  bonds  and  delinquent  postmasters, 
from  ihe  mnnner  which  has,  until  lately,  been 
adopted,  in  describing  the  person  to  whom  the  ob- 
ligation U  made.  From  that  cause,  it  is  now  ne- 
cessary to  prosecute  bonds  made  to  aforroer  Post- 
master General,  and  to  sue  for  debts  arising  in  his 
lime  in  the  individual  name  of  the  person  who 
acted  as  Postmaster  General.  It  is  therefore  pro- 
posed to  authorize  the  carrying  on  of  such  suits  in 
ihe  name  of ''the  Postmaster  Gteneralof  the  Uni- 
ted State."!." 

The  rules  of  the  common  law  also  require  that 
the  original  accounts  should  be  produced  in  sup- 
ort  ot  suits  for  the  recovery  of  balances ;  but  the 
'osl  Office  act  directs  them  to  be  deposited  in  the 
Office  of  the  Treasury,  from  whence  they  cr 


be  withdrawn ;  it  therefore  appears  necessary  that 
certified  copies  of  postmasters'  accounts  should  be 


admitted  as  evidence  in  such  cases,  there  being  ni 
other  means  by  which  their  balances  can  be  prop- 
erly established. 

lection  23.  A  number  of  instances  have  occnr- 
where  those  persons  to  whom  the  appointment 
of  postmaster  has  been  tendered  bave  immediate- 
ly entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  office  without 
[iviug  a  bond,  and  several  months  have  elapsed 
lefore  a  proper  person  to  do  the  business  could  be 
found  and  qualified.  When  these  persons  refuae 
or  neglect  to  render  their  accoants,  there  is  oa 
means  of  compelling  them,  in  some  districts,  but 
by  a  suit  in  equity,  which  is  troublesome  in  ila 
management,  tedious,  and  eipen.iive ;  and,  in  other 
districts,  but  by  an  action  of  account,  which,  by 
being  seldom  resorted  to,  i*j  little  less  difficult,  A 
penalty  is  therefore  propoted  in  this  aection,  and  n 
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fociD  of  action  prescribed  to  do  away  those  diffi- 
culties. Besides  the  instaacea  aboTe  mentioned, 
other  cases  hare  occurred,  where,  the  postmaster 
hannK  died,  hta  clerk,  or  assiaianl,  has  coaducied 
(he  office  for  seversl  months,  either  before  the 
Postmaster  General  received  information  of  it,  or 
before  he  could  appoiat  another  in  the  place  of  the 
deceased, 

Sections  24,  25,  36,  and  S7.  are  copied  from  the 
former  act,  without  alterations. 

Section  38.  Id  some  instances,  from  the  great 
distance  of  the  delinquent  or  criminal  from  the 
place  appoioted  for  holding- the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  it  will  amoani  to  a  double  punishment 
in  expense  and  loss  of  time  to  prosecute  him  be- 
fore ihem ;  and  it  is  desirable,  particularly  when 
ibe  smaller  offences  or  delinquencies  occur,  to 
prosecute  at  as  little  expense  to  the  public  and  in- 
dividuals as  can  be  canvenieutly  done.     Ilwould, 


for  instance,  be  a  severe  panishment  upon  a  ferry- 
man at  Pittsburg,  who  might  incur  ■  penalt;  of 
Gve  or  ten  dollars  by  a  wilfiil  delay  in  crossing  iht 
mail,  to  bring  him  all  the  way  from  Pitbbnif  to 
Pfailadelphia  for  trial.  On  thu  account,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  authorize  the  ^diciary  of  the  scTenl 
States  to  try  ofiences  under  this  act. 

Section  S9.  This  section  is  provided  merely  lo 
accelerate  the  proceedines  on  suits :  it  is  nil 
known  that,  in  some  of  tne  States,  they  are  «- 
tremel;r  dilatory. 

Section  30.  This  sectioDonl]rrep«alsthefoniiet 
acts,  and  provides  for  the  prosecutioQ  oT  aBacei 
under  them. 

JOS.  HABERSHAM, 

Poitmatler  Qeneral. 

Obnbral  Pobt  Oftioi, 

PhUadelphia,  Januaty  6,  1799. 
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PUBLIC    ACTS    OF    C  O  N  G  R  E  S  S  i 


PASSED  AT  THE  FIBST  SESSION  OF  THE   riFTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT 
PHILADBLPHIA,  MAY  IS,  1767. 


AN  ACT  to  prermt  citiMiw  of  lh«  Unhed  Swtei 
bom  privktoehng  Kgainit  u&tioiu  in  uoitj  .with,  oi 
•(wul  the  dtiuQi  of  the  United  Statu. 
iBe  it  enacted,  by  (he  Senate,  and  Home  of  Rep- 
rtttntativf,  of  the  United  Staia  of  America  m 
Congrett  aaaemUed.'V'haXif  i.'of  citizen  or  citizens 
of  the  United  Slates,  shall,  without  the  limits  of 
the  same,  fit  out  and  arm,  or  attempt  to  fit  out  and 
■rm,  or  procare  to  be  fitted  out  aod  armed,  or 
shall  koowinglf  aid  or  be  concerned  in  the  fur- 
lushing,  fitting  out,  or  arming,  any  private  ship  or 
TMsel  of  war.  with  intent  that  sucb  ship  or  vensel 
sbftU  be  employed  to  cruise  or  commit  hostilities, 
upon  the  subjects,  citizens,  or  property-,  of  any 
Prince  or  State  with  whom  the  United  States  are 
It  peace,  or  upon  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates 
or  their  property,  or  shall  take  the  command  of,  or 
«Die[  on  board  of,  any  snch  ship  or  vessel  for  the 
intent  aforesaid,  or  shall  purchase  an  interest  in  any 
ressel  so  fitted  out  and  armed,  with  a  view  to  share 
in  the  profits  thereof,  snch  person  or  persons,  so  of- 
fending, shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  adjudged 
^ilty  of  a  high  mi^emeiiuor,  and  shall  be  pun- 
ished by  a  fine  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars, 
tad  imprisoomeat  not  exceeding  ten  years:  And 
the  trial  for  such  offence,  if  committed  without 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  in  the 
district  where  the  offender  shall  be  apprehended 
or  Srst  brought. 

Sec.  2.  ATUibt  it  farther  enacted.  That  nothing 
in  the  foregoing  act  shall  be  construed  to  prevent 
the  prosecution  or  punishment  of  treason,  or  any 

Cracy  defined  by  a  treaty  or  other  law  of  the 
niled  Slates. 

JONATHAN  DAYTON, 
Speaker  of  the  Houte  of  Repreaentalitia. 
THOMAS  JEFFERSON, 
of  the  United  Statet, 
d  President  of  the  Senate. 
Approved,  June  14. 1797. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
President  of  the  United  Statet. 

An  Act  prohibiting,  fbt  a  limilsd  time,  the  eipoitation 
of  arms  and  imiauDilioa,  and  for  cncoaraging  the 
importation  thereof. 

Be  il  enacted,  itc.j  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to 
export  from  the  Uoiied  State*,  any  cannon,  mus- 
kets, pistols,  bayonets,  swords,  cutlasses,  musket- 


balls,  lead,  bombs,  grenados,  gunpowder,  sulpbur, 

or  saltpetre,  hut  tne  exportation  of  all  the  afore- 
said articles  is  hereby  prohibi led,  until  to  the  end 
of  the  nesl  session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  any  of 
the  aforesaid  articles,  excepting  such  of  them  u 
may  cousiiiute  a  part  of  the  equipment  of  any 
vessel  which,  during  ihe  continuance  of  thb  pro- 
hibition, shall  be  found  outboard  of  any  vessel  in 
any  lirer  port,  bay,  or  harbor,  within  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  Scales,  put  on  board  with  an 
intent  to  be  exported  from  the  United  Stales,  shall 
be  forfeited ;  and  in  case  the  value  thereof  shall 
amount  to  one  hundred  dollars,  the  vessel  on  board 
of  which  the  same  shall  be  seized,  together  with 
her  tackle,  apparel,  and  fuTDtture,  snail  also  be 
forfeited:  Provided,  netierthelen.  That  nothing 
in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  the  re- 
moval or  transportation  of  any  of  the  article* 
aforesaid,  from  one  port  to  another  port,  within. 
the  United  States,  in  aay  vessel  baring  a  license 
as  a  coasting  vessel,  the  master,  agent,  or  owner 
of  which  shall  have  given  bond,  with  oneoi  more 
sufficient  sureiies,  lo  the  collector  of  the  district 
from  which  such  vessel  is  about  to  depart,  in  a 
sum  double  the  value  of  such  vessel,  and  of  such 
of  the  said  articles  as  may  be  laden  on  board  of 
her^  that  the  said  articles  shall  be  rclaoded  and 
delivered  in  some  port  of  the  United  States  j  or, 
to  prevent  the  exporlation  of  any  of  the  above  ar- 
ticles on  public  account,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  if  any 
of  the  articles  aforesaid  Fhall,  contrary  to  the  pio- 
hibiiions  of  this  act,  be  exported  from  the  United 
Slates,  the  vessel  in  wbicn  the  same  shall  have 
been  exported,  tUKeiher  with  her  tackle,  apparel, 
and  furaiture,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  captain 
or  master  of  such  vessel,  knowiniily  offending  in 
the  premises,  shall  be  liable  to  indictment ;  and, 
upon  conviction,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  which  shall  he 
distributed  in  like  manner  as  is  hereinafter  pro- 
vided as  to  Dtker  forfeitures  incurred  under  this 
act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  tt  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duly  of  the  custom-house  officers,  and  of 
all  persons  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  rev- 
enue, to  attend  to  ihe  execution  of  this  law,  tmd 
all  forfeitures  and  penalties  incurred  under  i^  and 
not  otherwise  directed  to  be  prosecuted  tnd  re* 


Digitized  byGOOgle 


S687 


eoTered,  ihnll  be  sued  for,  prosecuted,  and  disin- 
buted  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  in  ihe  act, 
entitled  "Ad  act  lo  provide  more  cffeclually  for 
the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  taw 
(oods,  wares,  and  merchandiBe.  imported  into 
UDtted  States,  and  on  Icie  tonnage  of  ships  and 

Sec.  5.  And  be  Ufitrther  enaeled,  That  all  brass 
eaoDon,  muskris,  and  firelocks,  with  bayonets 
■aited  to  the  same,  pintols,  swords,  cutlaue*,  mus- 
ket-ball!^ lead,  and  ^npowder,  which  shall  be 
imported  into  ihe  United  States  from  any  forei^ 
country,  within  the  term  of  one  year,  and  all  sul- 
phur and  saltpetre  which  shall  be  so  imported 
within  the  term  of  two  years  from  and  after  the 
pasting  of  this  act,  shall  be  free  of  duty,  anything 
iti  any  former  law  to  the  coairarp  noiwitbitsind- 

IDg. 

Approved,  June  14, 1707. 


Be  H  enacted,  ^  That,  for  fonifying  cerlaiti 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  Slates,  there  be 
appropriated  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hun  '  ' 
ana  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jvrlher  enacted,  That  tb«  said 
«p propria  lion  shsll  be  paid  and  discharged  out  o' 
the  surplus  of  the  revenue  and  income  beyond  thi 
appropriations  heretofore  charged  thereon. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  l>e,  and  he  is  here- 
by, empowered  to  authorize  any  of  the  Slates 
which  were  found  indebted  lo  the  United  States 
on  a  settlement  oftfae  accounts  between  them  and 
the  respeeiive  States,  to  expend  under  hi^  direction 
the  sums  respeciively  due  from  them  in  fortifying 
tbeir  ports  and  harbors;  and  the  sums  which  may 
be  so  expended  shsll  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  tbe 
aaid  Slates  on  account  of  the  balances  found  and 
reported  by  the  Commissioners  for  settling  the 
aeeounls  between  the  United  Stales  and  the  in- 
dividual States,  to  be  due  from  the  ^aid  Slates  to 
Ihe  United  Slates.  Provided  (he  said  States  shall 
and  do  cede  lo  the  United  Slates  the  lands  and 
places  on  which  such  forttficaliuns  shall  be  so  erect- 
ed, in  cases  where  the  lands  are  the  property  of 
atich  States. 

Approved,  June  23,  1797. 

Ab  Act  anthOTiainf  a  detachment  from  the  HilitiB  of 
ths  United  Stalaa. 
Be  it  enacted  fc.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Siaie»  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  re- 
quire of  the  Executives  of  the  several  Slates,  to 
lake  effectunl  measures,  at  such  time  as  hp  shalt 
deein  necessary,  to  orranixe,  arm.  and  equip,  ac- 
cording to  law,  and  hold  in  readiness  to  march  at 
a  moment'a  warning,  the  following  proportions, 
respectively,  of  eighty  thousand  e^tjve  militia, 
officers  inclnded,  to  wit:  from  the  Stale  of  Ten 
|^«ej  eight  hondred  and  six  ;  from  the  State  of 
Georgia,  one  thousand  three  hondred  and  tbiity- 
r«nj  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  three 


thousand  fire  hundred  and  thirty-five;  from  the 
Slate  of  North  Carolina,  seven  thouMuid  two  hun- 
dred and  liity-eight ;  from  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
one  thousatid  five  hundred  and  forty-two;  from 
the  Slate  of  Virginia,  eleven  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  ;  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  five 
thousand  iwo  hundred  and  sixty-two ;  from  tbe 
State  of  Delaware,  one  thonsandone  hundred  and 
sixty-eight ;  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  ten 
thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-six;  from  ihtt- 
State  of  New  Jersey,  four  thousand  two  hundred 
and  eighty-iix ;  from  the  Slate  of  New  York, 
seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-three;, 
from  the  Slate  of  Vermont,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  fifty;  from  the  State  of  Conneelicnt, 
five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  aixiy  ;  from  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  twenty-six ;  from  the  Stale  of  HasMcbuselis, 


Hand  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furthfr  ena/ded.  That  tbe 
President  may,  if  he  judges  expedient  authorixe 
the  Executives  of  the  several  Suies  to  accept  any 
independent  corps  of  cavalry,  artillery  or  itkfaatry, 
as  part  of  the  detachments  aforesaid,  provided 
ihey  shall  voluntarily  engage  as  corps  in  tbe  ser- 

Sec.  3.  And  be  ii  further  enacUd,  That  the 
said  miliiia  shall  not  be  compelled  to  serve  ». 
longer  lime,  in  any  one  tour,  than  three  montb^ 
after  their  arrival  at  the  place  of  leadezroua ;  ana 
that,  during  the  time  ol  their  service,  the  com- 
missioned officers  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same 
pay  and  rations  that  are  allowed,  by  law,  to  ofll- 
cers  of  the  wme  rank  on  the  Military  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States;  and  the  noncommis- 
sioned officen,  musicians,  and  privates,  shall  re- 
ceive ihe  pay  and  allowance  for  clothing,  estab- 
lished by  an  act,  entiiled  '*  An  act  to  regulate  (be 
pay  of  the  noncommiMioned  officers,  musician*, 
and  privates  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States, 
when  called  into  actual  service,  and  for  oiher  pnr- 

Sec.4.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  Thv.th'uM.ei 
shall  continue  and  be  in  force,  for  Ihe  space  of  one 
year  from  the  passing  thereof  and  from  thenc« 
lo  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  no 


Approved,  Juue  24, 1797. 


Be  it  enacted, 4c.,  That  noshiporvesaelwhich 
IS  been  or  shall  be  registered,  pursuant  lo  any 
taw  of  the  United  States,  and  which    hereafter 
shall  be  seized,  or  captured  and  condemned,  under 
the  authority  of  any  foreign  Power,  or  that  shall 
by  sale  become  the  property  of  any  foreigner  or 
foreigners,  (hall,  after  Ihe  passing  of  this  act,  be 
tiired  to,  or  capable  of  receiving,  a  new  register, 
itwithstsndiogsuch  ship  or  vessel  should  after- 
wards became  American  property;  but   that  all 
such  ships  and  vessels  shall  be  taken  and  coDsid- 
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ered,  co  all  inteats  and  purposes,  aa  foreign  vessels : 
Provided,  That  aotbiog  in  this  act  coaiained shall 
eileud  10,  or  be  coostrued  lo  affecl.  (be  person  or 
persoDs  owDing  any  ship  or  vessel  at  [he  liroe  of 
the  seizure  or  capture  of  the  same,  or  shall  prevent 
mch  owner,  in  case  he  regaiD  a  property  id  such 
ship  or  vessel,  ^ocondernoed,  by  purcnase  or  other- 
wise, from  claiming  and  receiving  a  new  register 
for  the  same  as  he  might  or  could  have  done  if 
this  act  had  Dot  have  been  passed. 
Approved,  June  27,  1797. 


An  Aa  diractuig  the  appointmenl  of  agenti  in  ralation 
tolbeiiiLh  uticIeofthflTiratyof  AmityCommenK 
tnd  Nkvigktion,  bettrmn  the  United  Stales  and  Oraat 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  be  and  hereby  is  authorizet^  by  and 
with  ihe  advice  and  cooseot  of  the  Senaie,  to  ap- 
point a  proper  persoD  to  act  in  behalf  of  the  United 
Stales,  unaer  Ebe  direction  of  the  Aitorney  Gen- 
eral, ia  relation  to  such  claims  as  may  be  made 
against  the  United  States,  before  the  Comnii^sion- 
ers  appointed  to  carry  into  eflecl  the  sixth  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Naviga- 
lioo,  between  the  United  Slates  of  America  and 
His  Britannic  Majesty.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  Ihe  Attorney  General  lo  counsel  such  agent,  and 
Id  attend  before  the  said  Commissioners,  when- 
erer  any  questions  of  law  or  fact  to  be  determined 
by  ihem  shall  render  his  assistance  necessary. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  fitrther  ^lacted,  Thai  the  At- 
torney General  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  em- 
ploy such  Btfenls,  in  different  parts  of  the  United 
Slates,  as  the  business  before  the  said  Commis- 
tioners,  in  his  opinion, shall  make  necessary,  to  be 
paid  according  to  their  services,  at  such  rate  as 
Ihe  President  of  the  United  States  shall  direct. 

Sec.  3.  Jnd  be  itjialher  enacUd,  That,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  service  to  be  performed  un- 
der this  act,  the  Ailorney  General  shall  be  entitled 
to  an  addiiional  compeu'-ationof  six  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum ;  and  the  person  hereby  directed 
to  be  appointed,  lo  a  compensation  at  the  rate  of 
two  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Sec,  4.  Andbe  it  farther  enacted.  That,  for  ena- 
bling the  President  of  the  United  States  to  defray 
the  expenses  to  be  incurred  under  and  by  this  act, 
a  sun  nol  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars  be,  and 
herebyis,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  (he  money 
Dot  otberwue  appropriated. 

Approved,  June  30,  1797.  ' 


An  Act  i«nvidiDg  a  Naval 

Be  it  enacted,  fc..  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  ia  hereby  empowered, 
■honld  he  deem  it  expedient,  to  cause  the  frigates 
United  Stsies.  Constitution,  and  Consteltation,  to 
be  manned  and  employed. 

See.  2.  And  be  tt  farOier  enacted.  That  there 
■ball  be  employed  on  board  each  of  the  ships  ol 
forty-four  guns,  one  captain,  four  lieutenants,  two 
heutenants  of  marines,  one  chaplain,  one  sur^n, 
And  two  turgeon's  matea;  and  in  ths  ship  oftbir- 


y-six  guns,  one  captain,  three  lieutenants,  one 
leutenant  nf  marines,  one  surgeon,  and  one  sur- 
geon's mate. 

Sec.  3,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  employed  in  each  of  the  said  ships  the  fol- 
lowing warrant  officers,  who  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  wit :  one 
sailing-master,  one  purser,  one  boatswain,  one  gun- 
ner, one  sailmaker,  one  carpenter,  and  eight  mid- 
shipmenj  and  the  following  petty  officers,  who 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  captains  of  the  ships, 
respectively,  in  whicn  ihey  »—   ■-   *--    -  -'---' 


boatswain 


be  employed, 
n's  clerk,  two 
De  sailmaker'a 
male,  two  gunner's  mates,  one  yeoman  of  the  gun 
room,  nine  qoarler  gunners,  (and  for  the  two 
larger  ships  two  additional  quarter  gunners,)  two 
carpenter's  mates,  one  armorer,  one  steward,  one 
cooper,  one  master-at-arms,  and  one  cook. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  ftrther  enacted,  That  the 
crews  of  each  of  the  ships  of  forty-four  guns  shall 
consist  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  seamen,  one  hun- 
dred and  three  midshipmen  and  ordinary  seamen, 
three  sergi'ants,  three  corporals,  one  drum,  one  fife, 
and  fifty  marines;  and  that  the  crew  of  the  ship 
of  thirty-six  guns  shall  consist  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  able  seamen  and  midshipmen,  nlaetv  ordi- 
nary seamen,  two  sergeants,  iwo  corporals,  one 
drum,  one  fife,  and  forty  marines,  over  and  above 
the  ofScers  hereinbefore  mentioned. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  ewicud,  That  the  pay 
and  subsistence  of  (he  respective  commissioned 
and  warrant  officers  be  as  follows:  a  captain,  ser- 
enly-five  dollars  per  month,  and  six  rations  pet 
day,  a  lieutenant,  forty  dollars  per  month,  and  three 
rations  per  day;  a  lieutenant  of  marines,  thirty 
dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  per  day;  k 
chaplain  forty  dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations 
per  day ;  a  sailing-master  forty  dollars  per  month, 
and  two  rations  per  day ;  a  surgeon  fifty  dollars 
per  mnnth,  and  two  rations  per  day ;  a  surgeon's 
mate  thirty  dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  per 
day;  a  purser  forty  dollar.i  per  month,  and  two 
rations  per  day  ;  a  boatswain  twenty  dollars  per 
month,  and  two  rations  per  day ;  a  gnaner  twen- 
ty dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  pet  day  ;  a 
sailmaker  twenty  dollars  per  month,  and  Iwo  ra- 
tions per  day;  a  carpenter  twenty  dollars  per 
month,  and  two  rations  per  day. 

Sec.  6.  Andbe  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  pay 
to  be  allowed  to  the  petty  officers,  midshipmen, 
seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  marines,  shall  be 
fixed  by  the  President  ofthe  United  Slates:  Prx>- 
vided,  That  the  whole  sum  to  be  given  for  the 
whole  pay  aforesaid  shall  not  exceed  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars  per  month,  and  tbat  each  of  the  said 
persons  shall  be  entitled  to  one  ration  per  day. 

Sec,  7.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  That  then- 
tionshallconsist  of,  as  follows:  Sunday,  one  pound 
of  bread,  one  pound  and  a  half  of  beef,  and  a  half 
pint  of  rice;  Monday,  one  pound  ofbread,  one  pound 
of  pork,  half  a  pint  of  peas  or  beans,  and  four 
ounces  of  cheese;  Tuesday,  one  pound  of  bread, 
one  pound  and  a  half  of  beef,andone  pound  of  po- 
tatoes, or  turnips,  and  pudding :  Wednesday,  one 
pound  of  tvead,  two  ounces  of  batter,  or  in  lieu 
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thereof  six  ounces  of  molasses,  four  ounces  of ! 
cheese,  and  haif  a  pint  of  rice;  Thursdaf,  one 
pouod  of  bread,  one  pound  of  pork,  and  half  a  pint 
of  peas  or  beans  \  Friday,  one  pound  of  bread,  one 
pound  of  salt  fish,  two  ounces  of  butter,  or  one  ^iil 
of  oiL  and  one  pound  of  potatoes  ;  Saturdaj^,  one 
pound  of  bread,  one  pound  of  pork,  half  a  pioi  of 
peas  or  beans,  and  four  ounces  of  cheese;  and 
there  shall  also  be  allowed  one  half  pint  of  dis- 
tilled spirits  per  day,  or  in  lieu  thereof  one  quart 
of  beer  per  day  to  each  ration. 

Sec.  8.  And  bt  it  further  enacUd,  That  the  offi- 
cers, non-commissioned  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
■ball  be  governed  by  the  rules  for  the  reeulation 
of  the  Navy  heretofore  established  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  of  the  tweDty-eighlli  of  Novem- 
ber,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eve, 
as  fcr  as  the  same  mav  be  applicable  to  the  Con- 
atitulion  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  by  such 
rules  and  articles  u  may  hereafter  be  established. 

Sec.0.  Andbeit  fitra»er  enaeUd,  Tbattheap- 
pointment  of  the  officers  to  the  frigates  ma.j  be 
made  by  the  President  Rlooe  Id  the  recess  of  the 
Senate;  and  their  commissions,  if  so  appointed, 
shall  continue  in  force  till  the  advice  and  consent 
ttf  the  Senate  can  be  had  thereupon  at  their  neit 
meeting  which  may  happen  thereafter. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
■eamen  and  marines  shall  not  be  engaged  to  serve 
on  board  the  frigates  for  a  period  exceeding  one 
year;  but  the  President  may  discharge  the  same 
sooner,  if  in  his  judgment  their  services  may  be 
dispensed  with. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  U  further  enaOed,  That  if  any 
officer,  non-commissioned  (Acer,  tnariae,  or  sea- 
man, Delooging  to  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates, 
shall  be  wounded  or  disabled  while  in  the  tine  of 
his  duty  in  public  service,  he  shall  be  placed  on 
the  list  of  the  invalids  of  the  United  States,  at 
such  rate  of  pay,  and  under  such  r^ulations,  as 
shall  be  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States :  Protided  alviayi,  Tbat  the  rale  of  com- 
peosaiion  to  be  allowed  for  snch  wounds  or  disa- 
bilities to  a  commissioned  or  warrant  officer  shall 
never  exceed,  for  the  highest  disability,  half  the 
monthly  pay  of  such  officer  at  the  time  of  his  be- 
ing so  disabled  or  wounded ;  and  that  the  rate  of 
compensation  to  non-commissioned  officers,  ma- 
rines, and  teamen,  shall  never  exceed  five  dollars 
per  month:  And  provided  aUo,  That  all  inferior 
disabilities  shall  entitle  the  person  so  disabled  to 
receive  an  allowance  proportionate  to  the  highest 
disability. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  fvrlKer  exacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, authorized,  if  circumstances  should  hereafter 
arise  which  in  bis  opinion  mav  render  it  expedi- 
ent to  increase  the  strength  of  tne  several  revenue 
cuttera,  so  that  the  numbei  of  men  employed  do 
DO  not  exceed  thirty  marices  and  seamen  to  each 
cutter ;  and  cause  the  said  revenue  cutters  to  be 
employed  to  defend  (he  seacoast,  and  repel  any 
hostility  to  their  vessels  and  commerce,  within 
their  jurisdictioD,  having  due  regard  to  the  duty 
of  the  said  cutters  in  tba  protaotion  of  the  ravenne. 


Sbo.  13.  Aitd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
..mpensatioDB  established  by  the  first  section  of 
the  act  passed  on  the  sixth  day  of  May,  one  ihoQ- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six,  entitled  "  An 


and  confirmed, 

said  act,  to  the 
ay  be  employed  as  aforesaid. 
Sec,  14.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  ibis 
I  shall  continue  in  force  for  the  term  of  one 
&r,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next 

sesaion  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 
Approved,  ^ly  1, 1797. 


that  porpoM. 

[,  f  c,  Tl 
1  session,  the  next  mieeting  of  Congress  shall 
the  second  Monday  of  November,  in  the 
present  year. 

Sec.  2.  And  beitfitrther  enacted,  Thai  iheaet 
entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next 

Off  of  Congres^"  passed  on  Ihe  third  day  of 

March  last,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repetued. 
Approved.  July  1, 1797. 


Whereas,  a  sufficient  q^uorum  of  Judges  did  not 
attend  to  hold  the  Circuit  Coort  for  ihe  District 
of  North  Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of  doing  busi- 
ness in  June  termj  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-seven,  in  consequence  whereof  certain 
provisions  are  Qow  become  necessary  and  expedi- 
ent, to  prevent  a  failureof  justice  in  tLe  said  court: 

Be  a  therefore  enacted,  fc.  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  District  Judge  of  the  Stale 
of  North  Carolina  to  direct  the  clerk  of  the  said 
court  lo  issue  sucli  process,  for  the  purpose  of 
causing  persons  to  be  sainmoned  to  serve  as  jury- 
men at  tne  said  court,  at  the  term  to  commence 
the  thirtieth  day  of  November  next,  as  has  been  be- 
fore issued  by  the  clerk  of  the  said  court,  for  the 
like  purpose,  reiurnable  to  June  term,  oite  Ihoa- 
saod  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven ;  ibat  the 
persons  ordered  by  the  said  process  to  be  sum- 
moned for  the  said  purpose  shall  be  ordered  to  be 
summoned  in  the  same  proportion,  and  from  the 
same  counties,  as  thiwe  persons  who  were  ordered 
to  be  summoned  for  the  like  purpose,  by  process 
returnable  at  June  term,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-seven.  Prondett,  Tbat  if  it  shall 
appear  expedient  to  the  ssid  District  Judge  that 
a  different  lime  of  notice  shall  be  prescribM  than 
that  hitherto  prescribed,  he  may  cause  such  othn 
time  of  notice  to  be  directed  to  be  given  as  to  him 
shall  appear  most  conducive  to  justice,  and  con- 
venient to  the  persons  to  be  summoned.  And  the 
marshal  is  hereby  directed  to  execute  the  said  pro- 
cess so  to  be  issued ;  and  the  petsons  who  ahall  be 
legally  summoned  to  attend  as  jnrymeD,  in  coo- 
sequence  thereof,  are  hereby  required  to  atm^ 
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the  taid  court,  nuiler  the  like  peaalticE  for  disobe- 
dieDce,  as  if  toe  said  process  Had  b«eD  ordered  lo 
be  asiied  by  the  said  court,  in  the  ordinary  method 
of  pioceediog ;  aod  the  marshal  and  the  persons 
who  shall  attend  as  jurymen,  in  virtue  of  tne  said 
process,  ao  to  be  issued,  shall  oe  entitled  to  the  like 
allowances  for  their  services,  respectively. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  macled,  That  all 
suits  and  proceediuKs,  of  what  nature  or  kind  so- 
ever, which  have  been  cotnmeaced  in  the  said 
court,  and  not  finished,  sbaU  be  proceeded  on  at 
the  ensuing  term,  in  the  same  manner,  aod  to  the 
same  eSecl,  as  if  the  said  circuit  cotirt  had  been 
legularly  held  for  the  purpose  of  business  in  June 
term,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety' 
seven,  and  coniinuaaces  had  been  regularly  enter- 
ed of  all  suits  and  proceedings  in  the  said  term  in 
which  they  were  depending,  in  ihe  usual  mauner 
of  proceeding,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  all 
writs  and  other  process  sued  out  of  the  clerk's 
office  of  the  said  circuit  court,  according  to  the 
accustomed  method,  bearing  test  in  November 
term,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
six,  or  June  term,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  aiueCy-HereD,  shall  be  held  and  deemed  of  the 
same  validity  and  effect  aa  if  the  term  of  June, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  aiuely-seven, 
had  been  regularly  held  by  a  judge  or  judges  com- 
petent to  do  busiuess,  and  continuances  in  respect 
to  suits  or  other  piocess  returnable  to  the  last  men- 
liooed  term,  had  beeii  regularly  entered. 

Approved,  July  5,  1797. 


Be  it  enacted,  fc..  That  all  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  parts  of  laws  now  in  force,  and  which, 
by  the  terms  of  their  limitation,  will  expire  with 
the  end  of  this  session  of  Congress,  shall  be,  and 
hereby  are,  continued  in  force,  until  the  end  of 
the  next  session. 

Approved,  July  5, 1797. 

Ad  Act  lajittg  dutiea  on  stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and 
papa. 
Be  it  enacted,^.,  That,  from  andafter  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  December  next,  there  shall  be  levied, 
collected,  and  paid,  throughout  the  United  Statesi, 
the  several  stamp  duties  following,  to  wit;  For 
every  skin  or  piece  of  vellum,  or  parchment,  or 
sheet  or  piece  of  paper,  upon  which  shall  be  writ- 
ten or  printed  any  or  either  of  the  instruments  or 
writings  following,  to  wit:  Any  certificate  of 
naiurtJization,  five  dollars ;  any  license  to  prac- 
tice or  certificate  of  admission,  enrollment  or  re- 
gistry of  any  counsellor,  solicitor,  attorney,  advo- 
cate, or  proctor,  in  any  eouii  of  the  United 
States,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars ;  any  grant  or  let- 
ters patent,  luider  the  seal  or  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  except  for  lands  granied  for  military 
services,  four  dollars ;  any  exempli Gca (ion  or  cer- 
tified copy  of  Boy  such  grant  or  letters  patent,  two 
d(jiars }  any  chanei  party,  bottomry,  or  respoD- 


dentia  bond,  one  dollar;  any  receipt  or  other  dis- 
charge for  or  on  accoimt  of  any  legacy  left  by  any 
will  or  other  testamentary  iostrumeni,  or  for  any 
share  or  part  of  a  personal  estate  divided  by  force 
of  any  statute  of  distributions,  the  amount  whereof 
shall  be  above  the  value  of  nfty  dollars,  and  shall 
not  exceed  Ihe  value  of  one  hundred  dollars, 
twenty-five  cents ;  wheretheamount  thereof  shall 
exceed  the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  shall 
not  exceed  five  hundred  dollars,  fifty  cents ;  and 
for  every  further  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  the 
additional  sum  of  one  dollar;  any  policy  of  in- 
surance or  instrument  in  nature  thereof,  whereby 
any  ships,  vessels^  or  goods  going  from  one  di^ 
trict  to  another  in  the  United  States,  or  from  the 
United  States  to  any  foreign  port  or  place,  shall  be 
insured,  to  wit:  if  going  from  one  district  to  aa- 
other  in  the  United  Stales,  twenty-five  cents  ;  if 
going  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  pott 
or  place,  when  the  sum  for  which  insurance  ia 
mad^shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  dollars, twenty- 
five  cents  ;  and  when  the  sum  insured  shall  ex- 
ceed five  hundred  dollars,  one  dollar ;  any  exem- 
plification, of  what  nature  soever,  that  shall  paM 
the  seal  of  any  court,  other  than  such  a*  it  mar 
be  Ihe  duty  of  tbe  clerk  of  such  court  to  fumirtk 
for  the  ute  of  the  United  States,  or  some  particu- 
lar State,  fifty  cents ;  any  bonds,  bills,  single  or 
penal,  foreign  or  inland  bill  of  exchange,  {H'omia- 
sory  note,  or  other  note  for  the  security  of  mooev, 
according  to  tbe  following  scale,  vi2  -.  on  alt  bonin, 
bills,  single  or  penal,  foreign  or  inland  hill  of  ex- 
change, promisaory  note,  or  other  note,  above  tweo- 
ly  dollars,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollar*, 
ten  cents ;  above  one  hundred  dollars,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding five  hundred  dollars,  twenty-five  centa; 
above  five  hundred  dollars,  and  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars,  fifty  eents ;  above  one  thousand 
dollara,seventy-fivecenIs:  Provided,  Thatifany 
bonds  or  notes  shall  be  payable  at  or  within  sixty 
days,  such  bonds  or  notes  shall  be  subject  to  only 
two-fiflh  parts  of  the  duty  aforesaid :  And  pro- 
vide That  notes  issued  by  any  of  the  banks  now 
established,  or  which  hereafter  may  be  established 
within  the  United  States,  shall  be  subject  to  a  duty 
according  to  the  following  scale,  viz :  On  all  nolei 
not  exceeding  fifty  doUvs,  at  the  rale  of  three* 
fifths  of  a  cent  for  every  dollar ;  above  fifty  dol- 
lars, and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  fifkr 
cents ;  above  one  hunored  dollars,  and  notexceeo- 
iog  five  hundred  dollars,  one  dollar ;  above  five 
hundred  dollars,  two  dollars ;  any  protest,  or  othet 
notarial  act,  twenty-five  cents ;  any  letter  of  at- 
torney, except  for  mvalid  pension^  or  lo  obtain 
or  sell  warrants  for  land  granted  by  the  United 
States  Ets  bounty  for  military  setfices  performed 
in  the  late  war,  twenty-five  cents ;  any  certificate 
or  debenture  for  drawback  of  customs  or  duties 
for  less  than  five  hundred  dollars,  one  dollar ;  any 
ceriificaie  or  debenture  for  five  hundred  dollari, 
and  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars,  two  dol- 
lars; and  on  every  certificate  or  debeniore  for 
more  than  two  thousand  dollars,  three  dollars ; 
any  note  oi  hill  of  lading  for  any  goods  or  mer- 
chandise to  be  exported,  if  from  one  district  to 
another  district  of  the  United  Statea,  not  being  i« 
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4he  same  Slate,  tea  cenu ;  if  lo  be  exportrd  to 

«oy  foreifjn  pori  or  place,  Iwenly-JiTe  cenla;  any 
invenrory  or  calalogue  of  any  TurDilure,  goods,  or 
effects,  made  in  soy  case  requir<.-d  by  law,(eicept 
in  CBsfs  of  Koods  and  chattels  distrained  for  rent 

'Or  lazes,  ana  goods  taken  in  virtue  of  any  legal 
process  by  any  officer,)  fifty  cenis  ;  any  certificate 

tifieaie  of  a  share  in  the  Bank  of  the  Uniied 
Stales,  or  of  any  Slate,  or  other  bank,  above 
twenty  dollars,  and  nut  escecdlng  one  hundred 
dollars,  ten  cents;  above  one  hundred  dollars, 
twenty-five  cents ;  and  for  any  certificate  for  every 
■uch  share  under  twenty  dollars,  at  the  rale  of 
ten  cents  for  one  hundred  dollar^;  and  the  eame 
for  anv  less  sum  of  the  amount  of  the  shares  ex- 
preuea  in  such  certificate:  Provided,  That  no- 
thing ID  this  act  contained  shall  eitend  to  charge 
with  a  duty  any  legacy  left  by  any  will  or  other 
testamentary  instrument,  or  any  share  or  part  of 
a  personal  estate,  to  be  divided  bv  force  of  any 
•latuie  of  distribution  which  shall  be  left  to,  or 
divided  atnongit,  the  wile,  children,  or  grand 
children  of  the  person  deceased  intestate,  or  mak- 
ing such  will  or  testamentary  instrument,  or  any 
recognizance,  bill,  bond,  or  other  obligation  or 
contract,  which  shall  be  made  to,  or  with  the 
United  States,  or  any  Stale,  or  for  their  use  re- 

Sec.  2.  And  ht  it  farther  enacted,  That  in  le- 
■pect  to  any  stamp  on  any  of  the  notes  of  the 
banks  now  established,  or  which  hereafter  mav 
be  established  within  the  United  States,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
agree  to  an  annual  eomposiiion  for  the  amount  of 
inch  stamp  duty,  with  any  of  the  said  banks,  of 
one  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  the  annual  di' 
Tidend  made  by  such  banks  to  their  stockholders 
retpectively. 

Sbo.  3.  Amt  be  itfuTlher  enacted,  That  all  deeds 
and  writings  whatsoever,  for  the  [^yment  of  any 
•um  of  money,  upon  the  contingency  of  the  loss 
of  any  ship,  or  goods,  laden  or  to  be  laden  on 
board  of  any  ship,  or  of  damage  thereto,  shall  be 
construed  and  adjudged  to  be  policies  of  assurance, 
within  this  act  chargeable  with  the  several  rates 
c^  duty  hereinbefore  mentioned. 

Sec.  4,  And  be  it  Jurther  macted,  That  when 
any  vessel,  or  any  goods  or  merchandise,  laden  or 
to  be  laden  on  board  of  any  vessel,  shall  be  in- 
sured, a  policy,  duly  stamped,  shall  be  issued  or 
made  out  witnm  the  space  of  three  days  at  fur- 
thest ;  and  the  insurer  or  insurers  neglecting  to 
make  out  such  policy  or  policies,  within  the  time 
aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars 
for  every  such  neglect  or  offence ;  and  all  promis- 
sory notes,  or  other  security  made  for  assurance 
or  msaranccs  of  ships,  goods,  or  merchandise,  at 
sea,  or  goin^  to  tea,  in  lieu  of  a  policy,  ate  hereby 
declared  void. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
deed,  instrument,  note,  memorandum,  letters,  ~ 
other  writing,  between  the  captain  or  roaster, 
owner  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  and  any  merchant, 
trader,  or  other  person,  in  respect  to  the  hire  or 
freight  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  for  conveyance  of 


any  money,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  effects, 
laden   or  to  oe  laden  on  board  such  ship  or  ves- 
hall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  a  charter- 
party. 
Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  every 
ceipl  for  anv  aura  of  money  paid  in  whole  or  in 
irt  of  any  legacy  or   share  of  personal  estate, 
siributed  as  aforesaid,  in  the  cases  in  which  ■ 
duly  is  hereby  charged,  shall  express  therein  the 
true  Eum  which  shall  have  been  so  paid;  in  de- 
fault of  which,  as  well  the  person  or  persons  by 
whom  the  same  shall  have  been  paid,  ss  the  per- 
person.i  by  whom  the  same  shall  have  been 
received,  shall  severally  forfeit  end  pay  the  sum 
of  twenty  dollars :  And  every  receipt  in  full  shall 
be  deemed,  for  the  purpose  of  charging  the  duties 
hereby  laid,  to  be  (or  the  entire  sum  of  such  legacy 
share  of  personal  estate,  unless  it  shall  be  made 
appear  that  all  such  pert  thereof  as  may  not  be 
;pressed   in   such   receipt  in  full,  was,  previous 
erelo.  paid,  and  upon  a  receipt  or  receipts,  duly 
marked  or  stamped,  according  to  the  directions  of 
this  act. 
Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
lunsellor,  solicilor,  aiiorney,  proctor,  or  advo- 
ite,  who  bath  been  or  shall  be  admitted,  enrolled, 
registered,  in  any  court  of  the  Uniied  States, 
before  he  shall,  at  any  time  after  the  said  thirty- 
first  day  of  December  next,  prosecute,  carry  on. 
defend  any  action,  suit,  or  proceeding,  in  any 
irt  of  the  United  States,  shall  take  out  a  cer- 
tificate of  such  admission,  enrollment,  or  registry. 
from  the  clerk  or  prothonotary  of  the  court  grant- 
ing such  admission;  which  certificate  shall  be 
written  on  a  piece  of  vellum,  parchment,  or  paiper, 
stamped  according  to  the  directions  of  this  act; 
and  such  clerk  or  prothonotary  shall  make  entry 
of  such  admission,  enrollment,  or  registry,  in  a 
book  to  be  by  him  kept  for  that  purpose,  to  which 
any  person  may,  at  reasonable  times,  have  access, 
ilbout  fee  or  reward :  for  which  certificate  and 
itry,  there  shall  be  paid  to  such  clerk  or  pro- 
thonotary, by  the  supervisor  of  the  revenue  for 
the  district  wherein  such  court  shall  be  held,  the 
sum  of  twenty-five  cents. 

Sec,  8,  Aim  be  it  further  enabled,  That  the  re- 
ceiving a  certificate  as  aforesaid  in  any  one  of  the 
courts  of  the  Uniied  Slates,  for  any  one  of  the 
said  offices,  shall  be  a  sufficient  admission  in  all 
the  courts  of  the  same,  for  that  or  any  other  of  the 
said  offices,  so  far  as  relates  to  ihe  payment  of  the 
duties  imposed  by  this  act ;  anything  herein  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec,  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
several  duties  aforesaid  shall  be  levied,  cdlected, 
received,  and  accounted  for,  by  and  under  the  im- 
mediate direction  and  management  of  the  super- 
visors and  inspectors  of  the  revenue,  and  other 
officers  of  inspection,  subject  to  the  superintend- 
ence, control,  and  direction,  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, according  to  the  respective  authorities 
and  dalles  of  the  officers  thereof. 

Sec  10.  And  be  U  farther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duly  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  ID  be  provided  so  many  marks  and  stamps 
differing  from  each  other  aa  shall  correspond  with 
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the  sereral  ralea  of  duljr  aforMaid  ;  that  is  to  anj. 
one  mark  or  stamp  Tor  each  distinct  rate  of  duty  ; 
wi[h  which  matin  and  slamps  reBpectively  shall 
bemarked  or  stamped  bU  rellum,  parchment,  or  pa- 
per, upon  which  shall  be  written  or  printed  ail  or 
aay  o\  the  seyeral  instrumeiitit,  writings,  maltera 
■od  things  hereinbefore  enumerated  and  charg«d. 
according  to  the  nature  and  description  of  each  of 
the  said  mslrnmeats,  writings,  mailers  and  things 
as  are  hereinbefore  specified  and  descrih*^;  which 
said  several  marks  and  stamps  shall  be  notified  by 
a  public  notification,  or  advertisement,  to  be  issued 
bj  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  inserted  in 
at  l?ast  one  newspaper  printed  in  each  Stale,  and 
in  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  for 
not  less  than  three  months  before  the  iwid  thirty- 
first  day  of  December  aeil.  to  the  end  that  all  per- 
sons may  hare  due  notice  tnereo I ;  and  which  said 
marks  and  aiamps,  or  any  of  them,  shall  or  may 
be  altered  oi  renewed  from  time  to  time,  as  the 
said  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  think  fit,  so 
as  like  public  notification  thereof  be  made,  for  a 
term  not  less  than  three  months,  before  such  new 
stamps  or  marks  shall  begin  lo  be  nsed. 

Sec.  11.  Antf  be  il  further  enacted.  That  the 
superrisors  of  the  revenue  are  hereby  empowered 
and  required  forthwith,  upon  demand  to  them  or 
any  of  them,  made  by  any  person  or  persons,  to 
stamp  or  mark  any  quautiiies  or  perceU  of  rellum, 
pirchment,  or  paper,  (he  or  they  paying  to  the 
auperrisors  of  Ihe  revenue,  respeclirely,  the  respec- 
tive duties  hereby  directed  to  ne  paid  for  the  same, 
to  stamp  and  mark  the  same  accordingly,)  without 
any  other  fee  or  reward  ;  which  stamp  or  mark 
shall  he  a  sufficient  discharge  for  the  several  and 
respective  duties  hereby  granted  upon  the  said 
vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  which  shall  be  so 
■tamped  or  marked. 

Sec.  is.  And  be  itfia-ther  enacted.  That  if  anv 
supervisor  of  the  revenue  shall  fix  any  such  mark 
or  stamp  to  any  vellnm,  parchment,  or  paper,  upon 
such  request  or  demand  as  aforesaid,  before  the 
several  and  respective  duties  thereupon  charged 
by  this  act  shall  be  duly  answered  and  paid,  or 
secured  lo  be  paid,  he  shall,  for  every  such  offence, 
forfeit  his  office,  together  with  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sbc.  13.  And  bf  it  further  enaOed,  That  if  any 

CrsoD  or  persons  shall  write  or  prim,  or  caose  to 
written  or  printed,  upon  any  unstamped  vellum, 
parchment,  or  paper,  (with  intent  fraudulenlly  to 
evade  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  any  of  the 
matters  and  things  for  which  the  said  vellum, 
parchment,  or  paper,  is  hereby  charged  to  pay  any 
duty,^  or  shall  wriie  or  print,  or  cause  to  be  written 
or  pnRied,  any  matter  or  thins,  upon  any  vellum, 
parchment,  or  paper,  that  snail  be  marked  or 
stamped  for  any  lower  duty  than  ihe  duty  by  this 
act  payable,  such  person  so  offending  shall,  for 
every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars ;  and  in  case  any  clerk,  officer,  or  person, 
who,  in  respect  of  any  public  office  or  employment, 
is  or  shall  be  authorized  or  instructed  to  make, 
write,  or  prim,  any  deeds,  instruments,  or  writings, 
by  this  act  charged  to  pay  a  duty^  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  guilty  ofauy  fisnd,  or  practice,  to  defraud  , 


or  deprive  the  United  Stales  of  any  duty  by  this 
act  payable,  by  making,  writiog,  or  printing,  any 
such  deed,  instrument,  or  writing,  or  causing  the 
same  to  be  made,  written,  or  printed,  upon  vellum, 
parchment,  or  paper,  not  marked  or  stamped  ac- 
cording to  this  act.  (or  upon  vvlluin,  parchment,  or 
paper,  marked  or  stamped  with  any  mark  or  stamp 
which  he  shall  know  to  be  counterfeited,)  or  by 
wriiiog  or  printing  any  such  deed,  instrument,  or 
other  writing,  upon  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper, 
that  shall  he  marked  or  stamped  for  a  lower  duly 
as  aforesaid,  every  such  cleik,  officer,  or  person,  so 
guilty,  and  being  thereof  lawfully  eonricted,  shall, 
instead  of  the  penalty  aforesaid,  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars ;  and  if  an  officer 
of  the  United  States  shall,  in  addition  thereto,  for- 
feit his  office  and  be  disabled  to  hold  or  enjoy  the 
same  for  the  future;  and  if  any  deed,  instrument, 
or  writing  whatsoever,  by  this  act  charged  with 
the  payment  ofaduty,as  sforcsaid,  shall,  conlrajy 
to  the  tfue  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  be  written 
or  printed,  by  any  person  or  persons  wnomsoever, 
upon  vellum,  parehmeot,  or  paper,  not  marked  or 
stamped  according  to  this  act,  or  upon  vellum, 
parchment,  or  paper,  marked  or  stamped  for  a 
lAver  dutjr  than  ougot  to  be  paid  upon  the  same. 
then,  and  in  every  such  case,  there  shall  be  paia 
to  the  United  States,  for  their  use,  over  and  above 
the  duly  herein  before  charged  thereupon,  for 
stamping  every  such  deed,  instioment,  or  writing, 
the  sum  often  dollars;  and  no  such  deed,  initni- 
ment,  or  writing,  shall  be  pleaded  or  given  in  evi- 
dence in  any  court,  or  admitted  in  any  court  to  be 
available  inlaw  or  equity,  until  it  shall  be  stamped 
asaforesaid.  And  the  supervisors,  respectively,  are 
hereby  enjoined  and  required,  upon  payment  oi 
tender  of  the  said  duty  and  sum  of  ten  dollars  unto 
any  of  them,  to  mark  or  stamp  the  said  vellum, 
parchment,  or  paper,  with  the  mark  or  stamp  that 
shall  be  proper  for  such  deed,  instrument,  or  writ' 
ing,  respectively ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons 
whatsoever  shall  counterfeit  or  forge  anyslamo 
or  mark,  to  resemble  any  stamp  or  mark  which 
shall  be  provided  or  made  in  pursuance  of  this  act, 
or  shall  counterfeit  or  resemble  the  impression  oi 
the  same  upon  any  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper, 
thereby  to  defraud  the  United  States  of  any  oithe 
duties  hereby  granted,  or  shall  utter,  vend,  or  sell, 
any  vellum,  parchmenl,  or  paper,  with  such  coun- 
terfeit marl  or  impression  thereupon,  knowing 
such  mark  or  impression  lobe  counterfeited;  or 
shall  privately  or  fraudulently  use  any  stamp  or 
mark  directed  or  allowed  to  be  used  by  this  act,  in 
relation  to  the  duties  hereby  laid,  with  intent  to 
defraud  the  United  Stales  of  any  of  the  said  duties, 
then  every  such  person  so  offending,  being  thereof 
convicted  indue  formoflaw,  shall  be  judged  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor,  and  be  subject  lo  be  fined  in 
any  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and 
to  be  imprisoned  for  any  term  not  exceeding  seven 

Sbc.  14.  And  be  ii  farthtr  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  no  bank 
now  established,  or  which  shall  be  hereafter  estab- 
lislied,  which  shall  not  have  compounded  for  the 
duty  hereby  required,  nhall  iutie  any  bank  bill  or 
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promissory  Dole,  unleis  upon  paper  duly  st&mped' 
and  whereon  the  letpectireduiies  shall  have  been 
paid ;  and  if  the  officer  of  any  such  baok,  or  any 
perEoa  or  persons  employed  therein,  shall  thereafter 
lESueaoy  bill  or  note,  not  duly  tiamped  as  aforeaaid, 
he  at  they  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  equal  to  the 
value  of  the  bill  or  note  so  issued. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  itfitriher  enacted,  That  every 
penoD  who  shall  be  employed  for  the  tnarkioe  or 
itampios  of  rellam,  parchment,  or  paper,  as  afore- 
said, oe^re  bis  acting  in  ibe  maTkiDg  orslarnping 
of  the  said  vellum,  parchraent.  or  paper,  shall  take 
the  following  oath  or  sffirmation,  ''I  [insert  here 
the  Dame  of  the  persoii]  do  solemnly  swear  [or  af- 
firm, as  the  case  may  l>e]  that  I  will,  according  to 
thebest  of  my  knowledge  and  skill,  faithfully,  hon- 
estly, and  carefully  execute  the  trust  repoeed  in 
me,  and  will  truly  mark  or  stamp  all  vellum,  pareh- 
meDt,  or  paper,  wDich  Ishall  be  required  or  directed 
to  mark  or  stamp,  and  will  reDder  a  true  and  exact 
BCCOUDt  thereof  lo  the  proper  officer  or  Officers, 
ADd  will  faithfully  account  for  all  moneys  which  I 
shall  receive  therefor." 

Sbc.  16.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  the 
Mid  supervisors  of  the  reveoDe,  officerti,  and  other 
persons  to  be  employed  by  them,  shall,  from  tiite 
lo  time,  for  the  belter  execution  of  their  several 
duties  and  trusti,  observe  and  execute  such  direc- 
tions as  they  respectively  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
receive  from  the  Department  of  the  Treasury; 
which  DepBrtmenl  shall  take  care  that  the  several 
parts  of  the  United  Stales  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
De  sufficiently  furnished  with  Tellum,  parchmeDt, 
and  ^per,  stamped  or  marked  aa  aforesaid,  so  that 
the  citizens  thereof,  may  have  it  in  their  election 
lo  boy  the  same  of  the  officers  or  persons  to  be 
employed  in  and  about  the  execution  of  this  act, 
at  llie  usual  or  most  common  rate*  above  the  said 
doty,  or  to  bring  their  own  vellum,  parchment,  or 
paper,  to  be  marked  or  stamped  as  aforesaid. 

Seo,  17.  Andbe  it  further  enact»L  Thai,  at  often 
as  any  alteration  or  renewal  shall  be  made  of 
or  in  the  mark  or  «tamps  before  in  use,  or  any  of 
ibem,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  all  persons  who  shall, 
at  that  time,  have  in  their  custody  or  possession 
any  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  marked  with  any 
mark  or  stamp  which  shall  be  soal  tered  or  renewed, 
and  upon  which  any  of  the  matters  or  things  hereby 
eharged  shall  not  have  been  written  or  printed,  ai 
any  time  within  the  space  of  sixty  days  after  the 
intention  of  renewing  or  altering  shall  be  notified 
as  aforesaid,  to  bring  or  send  such  vellum,  parch- 
ment, or  paper,  unto  some.offiee  of  inspection  ;  and 
the  officer  of  inspection,  to  whom  they  shall  be 
brought  or  sent,  is  hereby  required  lo  deliver,  or 
eanse  to  be  delivered,  unto  the  several  persons  who 
■hall  so'bring  and  deliver  any  quantity  of  vellum, 
parchment,  or  paper,  the  like  quantity  of  vellum. 
parchment,  or  pBper,aDda9goodinquality, stamped 
with  such  new  siamp  or  mark,  without  demanding 
or  taking,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  the  same,  any 
money  or  other  consideration  whatsoever.  And 
IB  case  any  person  shall  neglect  or  refuse,  within 
the  time  aforesaid,  to  bring  or  canse  to  be  brought 
and  delivered  onto  some  officer  of  insnectioD  any 
neb  vellum,  parchment  or  paper,  tne  tame  is 


hereby  declared  to  be  of  no  other  effect  or  use  than 
if  it  had  never  been  marked  or  stamped  ;  and  all 
matters  and  things  which  shall,  after  that  time,  be 
written  or  prioied  thereon,  shall  be  of  no  other 
effect  than  if  they  had  been  written  or  printed  on 
vellum,parchmeDt,or  paper,  not  marked  or  stamped. 
And  all  persons  who  shall  write  or  print  any  of 
the  matters  or  things  hereby  charged^on  such  vel- 
lum, parchment,  orpaper.euer  the  said  time,  shall 
forfeit  and  suffer  as  herein  before  is  enacted  for 
persons  writing  or  printing  on  vellum,  parchment, 
or  paper,  not  marked  or  slaoiped. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  itfvrther  enacted,  That  all  and 
every  'the  officer  and  officers  who  shall  be  cod- 
cerned  in  the  levying,  collecting,  and  receiving,  (he 
dniies  arising  by  Ibis  act,  shall  keep  a  separate  and 
distinct  acconni  thereof,  and  shall  pay  or  remit  the 
same,  as  speedily  as  may  be  after  it  shall  be  re- 
ceived^c cording  to  the  orders  of  the  Department 
of  the  Treasury. 

Sbc.  19.  And  be  H  further  euacUd,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  such  sum  and  sumit  of  money  to  be  ex- 
pended and  paid,  from  time  to  time,  for  salaries, 
cocapen  sal  ions,  and  other  incidental  cbargei;,  as 
shall  be  necessary  in  and  for  the  receiving,  collect- 
ing, levying,  or  managing,  of  the  said  duties,  w 
as  that  the  whole  amount  thereof  shall  not  exceed 
five  per  nentum  of  the  gross  total  product  of  the 
said  duties. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it/urlher  etiaded.  That  all  fine:^ 
penalties,  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  incurrea 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  sued  for  and  recov- 
ered in  the  name  of  the  United  Sutes,  or  of  the 
supervisor  of  the  revenue,  within  whose  district 
any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  shall  have 
been  incurred,  by  bill  or  information,  in  any  Cir-* 
cuit  or  District  Court  of  ihe  United  States,  or  in 
any  court  of  either  of  the  said  Slates;  one  half 
thereof  to  the  use  of  the  persons  who,  if  an  officer 
of  inspection,  shall  first  discover;  if  other  than  an 
officer  of  inspection,  shall  6rst  inform,  of  the  cansa 
whereby  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  shall 
have  been  incurred,  (except  in  the  cases  in  which 
a  different  disposition  thereof  may  have  been 
herein  before  nlade,)  and  the  other  half  to  the  use 
of  the  United  Slates. 
Bec,  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this 
t  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  and  during 
e  term  of  five  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  ma 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 
Approved,  July  6, 1797. 


An  Act  to  revive  and  eontinne  in  force,  for  ■  fimiled 
time,  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  authorising  the  tniufar 
of  stock  itauding  to  the  credit  of  certain  States. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  several  provisions  of 
e  act  entitled     An  act  authorizing  the  transfei 
of  the  stock  standing  (o  the  credit  of  certain  States," 
passed  the  second  day  of  January,  one  ihousuid 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five^  be  and  they  are 
hereby  revived  and  continued  in  force  until  the 
fourth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-nine,  and  no  longer. 
Approved,  July  6, 1797. 
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An  Act  in  tdditioB  to  tbe  law  of  the  Unitad  SuIm, 
Mncemiag  Cannili  uti  Vice  CMunb. 

Be  il  macted,  fe.,  That  in  case  it  br  fount)  oe- 
cessarjr  for  the  iDieresi  of  ihe  Uoited  States  that  a 
Consul  be  appointed  to  reside  al  Algiers,  the  Pres- 
ident be  authorized  to  allow  him  ait  aiuiual  laUry, 
aot  eieeedine  four  thou saod  dollars. 

Approved,  Jalf  6,  1797. 

An  Act  for  allowing  fnll  milMga  to  the  memben  of  die 

Senate  and  Honae  of  Bepieaeutatitea  of  the  United 

Sutea. 

Be  it  etiacUd,  ^.,  That  at  the  present  ezttaor- 
diaarjr  meeiiog  and  session  of  Consreas,  the  re- 
specii*e  memMrs  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatiTes  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  full 
aUowanceof  inileage,anrUwtu  thecooirary not 
withstanding. 

Approved,  July  6, 1797. 

An  Act  laying  an  additional  doty  on  aalt  imported  into 
the  United  Statea,  and  fin  other  purpoew 

Be  it  enaeied,  ^c.  That,  from  and  after  the  thir- 
tieth dav  of  September  next,  there  shall  be  levied, 
collected  and  paid  upon  all  salt  imported  into  the 
United  Stales,  in  shios  or  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  in  addition  to  tne  duty  of  twelve  cents  now 
payable  by  law,  eight  cents  per  bu«hel ;  and  on 
all  sail  which,  afler  the  said  ibirtielh  day  of  Sep- 
tember, shall  be  imported  into  the  Uoited  States, 
in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the  United  Slates,  the 
like  addiiional  duty  of  eight  cents,  and  ten  per  cent- 
um thereon. 

SEc.g.  AndbeiiJvrtherenacUd,  Thalalldraw- 
backs  Btid  allowaoces  now  authorized  by  law,  in 
relation  to  the  existing  duty  on  aalt  imported  into 
the  United  States,shRll  apply  to  the  addiiiooal  duty 
laid  by  this  act;  and  that,  in  addition  thereto,  there 
aball  be  allowed  and  paid  upon  provisions  salted 
within  the  United  Siaten,  ei:ept  upon  dried  Gsh, 
upon  the  eiportatioQ  thereof  to  any  foreif  □  port 
or  place  as  follows,  viz:  on  pickled  fish  at  the  rate 
of  twelve  cents  per  barrel,  and  on  other  provisions 
at  the  rate  of  ten  cents  per  barrel ;  and  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January  next  there  shall  be  an 
addition  of  thtiiy-ibree  and  a  third  per  centum  to 
the  allowances  now  respectively  granted  to  ships 
or  vessels  employed  in  the  bank  or  other  cod-fish- 
eries, and  in  tnc  terms  provided  by  an  act  entitled 
-'  an  act  concerning  certain  fisheries  of  the  United 
Stales  and  for  the  regulation  and  goveroment  of 
the  fishermen  employed  therein,"  and  during  the 
continuance  of  ihe  said  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farf her  enacted,  That  the  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for 
the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on 
eoods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  ves- 
sels," shall  extend  to  and  be  in  full  force  for  the 
collection  of  the  additional  duty  laid  by  this  act 
and  generally  for  the  execution  thereof,  as  fully  ana 
efieeiually,  as  if  every  regulation,  restriction,  pen- 
alty, provision,  clause,  matter,  and  thing  therein 
contained  had  been  herein  inserted  and  re-enacted. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  for  two  years,  and  from 


thenceunto  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
and  no  longer. 

Approved  July  8, 1797. 

An  Act  aothoriziDB  a  loan  of  money. 

BeU enacted, ^c,  That  the  PresidenloftheUni- 
led  Slates  be,  and  lie  is  hereby,  empowered  to  bor- 
row, on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at  an 
interest  not  exceeding  six  pet  centum  per  anoum, 
reimburseable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  Slates, 
or  at  such  period  as  may  be  siipulaied  by  contract, 
not  exceeding  five  years  from  the  time  of  oblain- 
iug  the  loan,  to  be  applied  to  such  public  purposes 
as  are  or  may  be  authorized  by  law,  and  to  be  re- 
paid out  of  the  revenues  accrumg  to  ihe  end  of  the 
C resent  year  and  such  further  revenues  as  have 
een,  or  may  be  provided  duTing  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress;  and  il  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates  lo  lend  the  said  sum. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  in  case 
the  exisiing  revenues  of  the  United  States,  to- 
gether with  such  further  revenues  as  have  been,  or 
may  be  provided,  during  the  present  session,  shall 
be  insufficient  to  discharge  and  reimburse  the  said 
loan,  Ihe  faith  of  ihe  Cniled  Slates  is  hereby 
pledged  to  make  such  further  provision  therefor 
at  may  be  necessary. 

Approved,  July  8, 1797. 


Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That, for  the  expendilore  of  the 
civil  list;  for  ibe  support  ot  light-houses^  for  the 
expenses  of  foreign  intercourse  ;  for  certain  expen* 
ses  in  relation  to  the  military  and  naval  establish- 
ments ;  and  to  satisfy  certain  miscellaaeoaa  de- 
mands; the  following  sums  be  respectively  appro- 
priated, that  is  to  say : 

For  the  compensations  granted  by  law  to  the 
members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, their  officers  and  attendants,  estimated  for  a 
session  of  two  months,  seventy-seven  thousand 
three  bnndred  and  eighty-nine  dollars  and  sixty- 
six  cents. 

For  the  expenses  of  fire- wood,  stationery,  print- 
ing work,  and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  six  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  printing  the  laws  of  the  present  sesssion, 
one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  making  good  ihe  allowance  to  clerks  em- 
'  '  I  the  Department  of  State,  agreeably  ta 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars  aitd  seven- 
ty centt. 

For  the  salary  of  an  additional  clerk  in  tha 
Department  of  State,  to  perform  the  duties  of  an 
accountant,  and  when  not  90  employed,  to  do  tha 
ordinary  services  of  a  clerk,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

Fordefraying  iheeipenses  of  foreign  iniercoursfc 
for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred,  and 
ninety-seven,  beyond  tlie  appropriations  heretofore 
authorized  by  law,  sixty  thonsand  five  hundred 
dollar*. 


ployed  ii 
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For  defraying  any  advaaces  incidental  [o  the 
iolcrcourse  of  ibe  United  Slates  with  the  Mediter- 
noean  Powers,  to  be  applied  under  the  direction 
of  the  President  nf  the  United  Slates,  and  accord- 
ing lo  his  discretioD,  a  sum  not  exceeding  forly- 
fife  tboUHiDd  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  two  extra  clerks  io  the  ofGce 
of  the  accoDtitaDi  of  the  War  Deparlmeot,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  eonaptetiog  and  equipping  the  frigate*  Uni- 
ted States,  ConstitutioD,  and  Constellation,  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers  and 
«rews  of  ihe  said  fiigaies,  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  extra  expenses  authorized  by  law,  during 
the  present  session  in  relation  to  the  rerenue  cut- 
ters, ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  repairs  and  fabrication  of  arms  and  can- 
non carriages,  thirty-nine  thousand  dollars. 

Foreompleting  the  six  months' pay,  and  subsist- 
ence of  tbe  officers  discharged  under  the  act  of 
the  third  ol  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-seven,  two  thousand  five  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars. 

For  ihe  hospital  department,  five  thousand  dol- 
lar!. 


I  balance  of  moneys  of  various  appropriatious  being 
I  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  "  surplus  fund,"  in  pur- 
i  suance  of  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  act  passed 
I  tbe  third  of  March,  one  thousand"  seven  hundred 
I  and  ninety-fire,  viz ;  for  erecting  a  lighi-bouK  on 
the  headland  of  Cape  Hatteras.  and  a  lighted  bea- 
I  con  on  Shell  Casite  Island,  in  the  harbor  of  Ocn- 
i  cock,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  forty-foar 
[  thousand  dollars. 

I  For  enabling  a  remittance  to  the  commiasioneri 
!  of  the  Dutch  loans  at  Amsterdam,  in  paynneDt  for 
I  a  quantity  of  saltpetre,  seventeen  thousand  and 
thirty-one  dollars,  and  eia>hly-nine  cents. 
'  Fur  repaying  the  Bani  of  tbe  United  States  a 
sum  advanced  upon  certain  Treasury  bills,  drawn 
upon  collectors  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States, 
;  in  North  Carolina,  five  thousand  one  hundred  and 
i  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  commissioner  of  loans, 
for  the  Slate  of  Rhode  Island,  on  account  of  two 
clerks  who  were  employed  in  theyear  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-six,  fifty-four  dollars. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  il  Jurthtr  enaeied,  That  ihe 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be 
paid  and  oischarged  out  of  the  surplus  of  revenue 
and  income  beyond  the  appropriations  heretofore 
charged  thereon,  to  the  end  of  the  present  year. 


For  making  good  a  deficiency  arising  from  the  i     Approved,  July  10,  1797. 


ACTS  OF  THE  SECOND  SESSION  OF  THE  FIFTH  CONQRESS. 


An  Act  to  poilponB  for  ■  limilad  time  Ibe  comm 
Dunt  of  the  Duties  impoaed  by  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  laying  dutin  on  stamped  TeUmn,  parchment,  and 
paper." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  so  much  of  the  act, 
entitled  an  "An  act  laying  duties  on  stamped 
vellum,  parchment,  and  paper,"  as  directs  that  ihe 
duties  imposed  by  that  act  shall  be  levied,  col- 
lected, and  paid  'from  and  after  the  thirty-first 
4lay  of  December  next,"  shall  be,  and  ihe  same 
kerebv  is,  repealed;  and  that  the  duties  aforesaid 
shall  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  from  and  after 
tbe  thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  and  not  sooner;  lo 
which  last- mentioned  day,  all  notices,  certificates, 
ajid  other  matters  or  things,  directed  by  the  said 
act.  and  having  respect  to  the  commencement  or 
eolteclioo  of  the  said  duties,  or  any  of  them  shall 
relate. 

Approved,  December  15, 1797. 

An  Act  making  ceitsin  pirtisl  ippropria^ons  for  the 
year  one  thoiuand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eigbL 
Be  U  enacted,  fc.  That  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  shall  be,  and  the  same  here- 
by it,  appropriated  towards  defraying  the  expenses 
during  the  year  one  thousand  seren  hundred  and 
ninety-eight,  of  tbe  Q,uartermasier's  and  Indian 
Departments,  of  the  defensive  protection  of  the 
frontiers,  of  bounties,  and  of  the  contingent  charges 
of  the  War  Depanmenl;  and  a  like  sum  towards 
de&aying  the  expenses,  during  the  said  year,  of 


the  subsistence  of  the  officers,  non-oommissioned 
officers  and  privates  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec,  2.  And  be  U  farther  enacted.  That  the 
sum  of  fifty-two  thousand  dollars  be.  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  appropriated  for  paying  and  dischars- 
ing  such  awards  as  hare  been  or  may  be  made 
pursuant  to  tbe  seventh  article  of  (he  Treaty  of 
Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigation  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  io  favor  of  British 
subjects,  whose  property  has  been  captured  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Stales,  or  by  vessels 
armed  or  fitted  oul  therein. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
aforesaid  sums  shall  be  paid  and  discaarged  oul 
ofauymoneysin  tbe  Treasury  of  iheUnited  Slates 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  IS,  1798. 

An  Act  to  jweacribe  Ihe  mode  of  taking  evidaoca  in 
cues  of  contested  aleciiona  for  Members  oflbtHooae 
of  HepresentattVH  of  the  United  Statea,  and  lo  oOBi- 


peltl 
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Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  where  any  person, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  intend 
to  contest  an  eleciton  forany  member  or  members 
of  ibe  House  of  Representatives  of  tbe  United 
States,  or  to  support  anr  such  election  so  inleoded 
to  be  contested,  and  shall  he  desirous  of  obtaining 
testimony  respecting  sucb  election,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  such  person  to  make  application  to  any 
judge  of  tbe  Courts  of  the  United  States,  or  U 
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my  chBDcellor.  juaiice,  or  jcdge,  of  a  Superior  or 
couDtf  court,  or  court  of  commoD  pleaa,  of  any 
Slile,  or  to  iiijr  mayor,  recorder,  or  lutendant,  of 
a  lown  or  city,  who  shall  (hereupon  iuue  his  war- 
nut  or  summons,  directed  to  all  such  wiinessetaR 
•dall  be  named  to  him  by  such  applicant,  or  his 
■getit  duly  authorized  for  that  purpose,  and  re- 
qairing  the  atCendacce  of  such  witne-'ses  before 
bim,  It  lome  conTenient  time  and  place,  to  be  ex- 
pressed in  the  warrant,  in  order  to  be  then'  and 
there  eiamined,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provi- 
ded,  touching  the  subject-maller  of  the  aforesaid 
ipplicatioii. 

Sec.'2.  .4nd  be  tl /urtAerenoctetJ,  That  every 
such  witneM,  as  is  abore  mentioned,  shall  be  duly 
■etted  with  such  warrant,  by  a  copy  thereof  beinc 
delirered  Co  him,  or  her,  or  left  at  his  or  her  usual 
place  of  abode;  and  that  such  service  shall  be  made 
aconrenieat  time  before  the  day  on  which  the 
attendance  of  such  witness  is  required,  which 
time  ihe  magistrate  issuing  (he  warrant  is  hereby 
■Dthorized  and  required  to  fir,  for  each  witness, 
at  the  lime  of  issuing  it^  having  respect  to  the  eii- 
eamstaoces  of  such  witoess,  and  the  distance  of 
Iiis  or  her  residence  from  the  place  of  attendance. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  JwOler  enacted,  That  any 
penou  being  summoned  in  (be  manner  above  di- 
rected, and  refusing  or  neftlecting  to  attend  pur- 
MUnt  to  such  summons,  unless  in  case  of  sickness 
or  other  unavoidable  accident,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  ibe  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  to  be  recovered,  with 
costs  of  suit,  by  the  parly  at  whose  instance  the 
wirranl  of  summons  was  issued,  and  for  his  use, 
b]r  action  of  debt  in  any  court  or  before  any  other 
(nbunaluf  the  United  States,  or  any  State,  having 
jniisdiction  to  the  amount  of  such  penalty. 

Sec.  i.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted.  That  the 
magistrate  issuing  the  aforesaid  warrant  of  sum- 


Ibe  said  applicant,  or  bis  agent  authorized  as 
aforesaid,  a  notificaitou  directed  to  (he  opposite 
party,  staling  the  lime  and  object  of  the  aforesaid 
application,  the  name  of  the  applicant  and  the 
time  and  pluce  fixed  for  the  examination  of  the 
witnesses ;  which  BO(iBca(ion  the  said  applicant, 
01  his  agent  as  aforesaid,  shall  cau^e  to  be  served 
oti  the  said  opposite  parly,  by  delivering  to  him, 
or  leaving  at  his  usual  place  of  abode,  a  copy 
thereof,  a  convenient  time  before  the  day  fixed  for 
the  aforesaid  examination ;  which  time  the  magis- 
trate granting  the  said  notification  ahall  fix^  at  the 
time  of  granting  it,  having  respect  lo  the  distance 
of  the  said  party's  place  of  residence  from  that 
Ippointed  for  the  examination;  w^ieh  examina- 
tionshall  not  be  proeeei^ed  in,  unless  proof  be  made, 
by  affidavit  in  writing,  of  the  due  letvice  of  such 
notification,  or  unless  the  party  on  whom  such 
■  service  is  hereby  directed  to  be  made,  shallatlend 
at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid,  by  himself  or  his 
agent  duly  authorized,  and  consent  to  the  said 
eiamioation  ;  which  consent  shall  be  certified  by 
the  magistrate. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  UJwiher  enacted.  That  all  wit- 
DessFs  who  shall  attend,  parmant  to  the  uid  wim- 
moni,  and  all  other  witoeases  who  shall  be  pio- 


dnced  at  (he  time  and  place  aforesaid,  by  eitberof 
the  parties,  or  their  or  either  of  their  agents  duly 
authorized,  shall  then  and  there  be  examined  oD 
oath  or  affirmation,  by  the  magistrate  who  issued 
the  warrant  of  summons  aforesaid,  or,  in  case  of 
his  absence,  by  any  other  such  magistrate  aa  is 
authorized  by  this  act  to  issue  such  warrant,  touch- 
ing all  such  matters  and  things  respecting  the 
election  about  to  be  contested,  as  shall  oe  proposed 
by  either  of  (he  parlies  aforesaid,  or  by  their  or 
either  of  their  agents  duly  authorized;  the  testi- 
mony given  on  which  &aminalion,  together  with 
ihe  questions  proposed  by  the  parties  aforesaid,  or 
(heir  agen(s,  or  either  of  (hem,  to  the  witnesses 
respectively,  the  said  magistrate  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  required  10  cause  lo  be  reduced  (o  wri- 
ting, in  his  presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
parties  or  (heir  agents,  if  attending,  and  to  be  duly 
attested  by  the  witnesses  respectively  :  af^er  whicb. 
he  shall  transmit  the  said  testimony,  duly  certifier 
under  his  hand,  covered  and  sealed  up,  to  the 
Clerli  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  th» 
United  States,  for  the  time  being,  togetlier  with  a 
copy  of  the  warrant  of  summons  and  notification 
issued  in  that  behalf^  and  the  original  affidavit 
proving  the  service  of  such  notification. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  in  caoe 
any  judge,  justice,  chancellor,  mayor,  recorder,  or 
intendant,  as  is  aforesaid,  to  whom  the  application 
herein  mentioned  shall  be  made,  shall,  by  reason 
of  sickness,  necessary  absence,  or  unavoiaable  ac- 
cident, be  rendered  unable  lo  attend  at  the  time 
and  place  fixed  for  the  examination  aforesaid,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  him  to  certify  the  matter,  and 
the  proceediuKS  had  by  bim  in  that  behalf,  to  any 
other  magistrate  of  any  of  the  descriptions  afore- 
said ;  which  said  magistrate,  thereupon,  ahall  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authoitzed  to  attend  at  such  time 
and  place,  and  to  proceed  touching  (be  said  ex- 
aminations, in  all  reipects,  as  the  magistrate  issu- 
ing the  warrant  of  summons  might  have  done,  by 
virtue  of  tbisacl. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  fierther  enacted,  That  where 
no  such  magistrate  as  is  herein  enthorized  lo  re- 
ceive applicalions  as  aforesaid,  and  proceed  upon 
them,  snail  reside  within  any  district  for  which  an 
election  about  to  be  contested  shall  have  been 
held,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  make  such  application 
to  any  (wo  justices  of  the  peace  residing  within 
the  said  district,  who  are  hereby  authorized,  in 
such  case,  to  receive  such  application,  and  jointly 
to  proceed  upon  it  in  the  manner  herein  before 
directed. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  fiuiher  enacted  That  every 
witness  attending  by  virtue  of  such  warrant  of 
summons  as  is  herein  directed  to  be  issued,  shall 
be  allowed  the  sum  of  twenty-five  cents  for  each 
day's  attendance,  and  the  further  sum  of  five 
cents  for  every  mile  necessarily  tmvelled  in  going 
and  returning;  which  allowance  shall  be  ascer- 
tained and  certified  by  the  magistrate  taking  the 
examination,  and  shall  be  paid  by  the  party  at 
whose  instance  such  witness  was  summoned: 
And  such  witness  shall  have  an  action  for  the 
recovery  of  the  said  allowance,  before  any  eonit 
or  magistrate  having  competent  jurisdiction,  ac- 
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eoraiog  lo  th«  laws  of  the  (Joilcd  States,  or  or  any 
State,  ia  which  aclioa  the  certificate  of  ihe  magia- 
tral«  taking  the  said  eia  mi  nation  shall  be  evi- 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  each  judge, 
jtisiice,  chari  cell  or,  may  or.  recorder,  inteodant,  and 
justice  of  the  peace,  who  ahall  be  neceuarily  em- 
ployed, punuant  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  vnd 
all  shenffi,  constables,  or  other  officers,  who  may 
be  employed  to  serie  any  of  the  wirrants  of  sum- 
mons or  nolificaiions  hewin  provided  for,  shall 
have  and  receive  from  Ine  party,  at  whose  ia- 
stance  such  service  ihall  have  been  performed, 
■Dch  fee  or  fees  as  are  or  may  be  allowed  for  simi- 
lar services  in  the  States  wherein  such  service 
ahall  be  rendered,  respectively. 

Sec.  10.  And  bt  it  further  enacted.  That  this 
act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  end  of 
the  first  session  of  the  sixth  CoDgTeas,aQd  no  longer. 

Approved,  January  23, 1798. 


qpiiita  diitiUed  within  die  United  States,  I 
Be  it  enacted,  ^..  That,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  all  owners 
ofstills  within  the  United  States,  which  shall  have 
been  dulyeniered  according  to  law.  to  make  their 
election  St  anv  time  of  the  year,  both  as  to  the 
rate  of  duty  which  they  may  choose  to  pay  for  the 
employment  of  their  said  stills,  whether  for  a  year, 
or  for  such  other  sbprler  periou  as  may  be  allowed 
by  law;  and,  also,  as  to  the  time  of  commencing 
such  emplovmenl. 

Approved,  January  29, 1796. 

An  Act  suppleinenlaiT  te  the  act,  snlitled  "An  act 
regnlating  Foreign  Coins,  and  fi>r  other  purpoaes." 
Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  second  section  of 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  foreign  coins, 
wtd  for  other  purposes,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
suspended,  for  and  during  the  space  of  three  years 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thou- 
aand  seven  hundred  and  ninety -eight,  and  until 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress  thereafter, 
during  which  time  the  said  gold  and  silver  coins 
ahall  be  and  continue  a  legal  tender,  as  is  pro- 
vided in  and  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  aforc- 
aaidi  and  that  the  same  coins  shall  theteafler  cease 
to  be  such  tender. 

Approved,  February  1,  1798. 


Be  it  enacted^c,  That  the  Secretary  for  the 
Department  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed 
to^ace  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States 
the  several  persons  herein  after  named,  who 
liave  been  returned  as  pension  claimants  by 
the  judges  of  the  several  districts,  pursuant  to  the 
■ct  of  Congress  passed  the  iwentv-eighih  day  of 
February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  to 
Invalid  pensions,"  at  the  rates  and  proportions  an- 
nexed to  the  names  of  the  said  persons  respect- 
ively, that  is  to  say  : 


Of  the  district  of  New  Hampshire:  Joseph 
Goodrich,  a  private,  half  a  pension  ;  Josenb  Pat- 
teison,  a  private,  half  a  pension -,.CKsar  Bamei. 
a  private,  one-third  of  a  pension. 

Of  the  district  of  Conneeiicui :  John  Downs, 
a  tergeant,  a  full  pension  ;  Obadiah  Perkins,  a  lieu- 
tenant, one-fourth  of  a  pension. 

Of  the  district  of  Vermont:  Joseph  Tyler,  a 
private,  half  a  pension  ;  Peter  Rider,  a  corporal, 
naif  a  pension  j  Isaac  Webster,  a  sergeant,  half  a 
pension  ;  Ephrsim  Wilmarth,  a  sergmot,  iwo- 
t birds  of  a  pension. 

Of  the  district  of  New  York:  Stephen  Kellogg, 
a  pfivBie,  a.  full  pension ;  Garret  Oblenis,  a  pri- 
vate, half  a  pension ;  William  Scott,  a  major,  a 
full  pension ;  Finley  Stewart,  a  batteau  man, 
three-fonrthsof  a  pension  ;  Godfrey  Sweet,  a  pri- 
vate, a  full  pension  ;  Thomas  Ward,  a  corporal,  a 
full  pension. 

Of  the  district  of  New  Jersey  :  Minne  L,  Vor- 
heis,  a  private,  half  a  pension ;  Samuel  Hull,  a 
sergeant,  two-thirds  of  a  pension. 

Of  the  district  of  Pennsylvania :  Robert  Wilson. 
an  ensign,  one-fourth  of  a  pension. 

Of  the  district  of  Delaware:  Nelee  Jones,  ac(B- 
poral,  half  a  pension. 

Of  the  district  of  Maryland :  Philip  Casson,  a 
Hentenant,  a  full  pension. 

Of  the  district  of  Virginia:  Joshua  Davidi(Oit,a 
dragoon,  three-fourths  of  a  pension  j  Jonathan 
Dyer,  a  private,  a  full  pension. 

Of  the  district  of  North  Carolina :  Daniel  Mc- 
Sissick,  a  captain,  half  a  pension ;  Iihamar  Sin- 
gletary,  a  private,  one-fourth  of  a  pension ;  Wil- 
ham  Simpson,  a  private,  half  a  pension ;  Josej^ 
Wassou,  a  private,  a  full  pension. 

Of  the  district  of  Georgia  :  Herman  BiTd,spri- 
vate,  one-half  of  a  pension;  Thomas  Greer,  a  pri- 
vate, one-half  of  a  pension  ;  John  Guthrie,  a  pri- 
vate, one-half  of  a  pension ;  Alexander  Irvine,  a 
lieutenant,  one-half  of  a  pension  ;  Henry  Kerr,  a 
captain,  one-half  of  a  pension  ;  John  Linday,  a 
major,  a  full  pension  ;  Hugh  Lawson,  a  caplain, 
one-half  of  a  pension ;  James  Lewis,  a  lienienant, 
one-half  of  a  pension  ;  John  Ramsay,  a  private,  one- 
half  of  a  pension ;  John  Trent,acapuin, one-half  of 
a  pension  ;  Presley  Thornton,  a  corporal,  one-half 
of^a  pension. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jvrfher  enacted.  That  the 
pensions  allowed  by  this  act  shall  be  estimated  at 
the  same  rates,  receivable  on  the  same  conditions, 
and  payable  in  the  same  mannn  in  all  respects. 
as  directed  in  like  cases  by  the  act  of  the  twentieth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  htindrrd  and 
ninety-six,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  and  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  War  to  place  certain 
persons  therein  named,  on  the  pension  list." 

Approved,  February  2,  1798. 


Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty-five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty 
dollars,  be  appropriated  to  defray  the  expense  of 
such  treaty  or  treaties,  aa  the  Presideot  of  tbe 
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United  Stales  shall  deem  expedieni  to  hold  with 
thelndUaa:  Provided,  Nothing  in  this  act  coQ' 
Uiaed  shall  be  coDstraed  to  admit  an  obli^lion, 
CD  ibe  pari  of  the  United  Slates  to  exliDg>ni$h,  for 
the  beneBt  of  atif  State  or  individual  citizen,  In- 
dim  claims  to  any  lands  lying  within  the  limita 
ortbe  United  States,  and  that  the  compensation 
Id  be  allowed  to  any  of  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed, or  who  may  be  appointed,  for  negotiating 
such  treaty  or  treaties,  shall  not  exceed,  exclusive 
of  travelling  expenses,  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
day,  during  the  time  of  actual  service  of  such 
Commissioner. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  il  fitrther  enacted,  That  the 
sum  aforesaid  shall  be  ;nid  ont  of  any  motieys  in 
the  Treasury  of  the  Uniied  States,  not  otherwise 


Be  it  enacted.  ^.,  That  the  provisions  for 
widows  and  orpoans  of  commisaioned  officers  of 
Cnwps  of  the  United  Slates,  contaiaed  in  the  first 
section  of  the  law  passed  on  the  seventh  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
estilted  "  An  act,  in  addition  to  the  act  making 
further  and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers  of  the  Uniied  States," 
be.  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended  to  the 
widows  and  orphan  children  of  commissioned  o£S- 
cers  of  the  troops  of  tbe  United  States,  and  of  the 
militia,  who  have  died  by  reason  of  wounds  re- 
ceived since  the  fourth  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  in  the  actual 
serriceofthe  United  States:  Provided^  applica- 
shall  be  made  within  two  years  after  tne  end  uf 
the  present  session  of  Congress. 
Approved,  March  14, 1798. 

Ad  Act  for  tba  erectioo  at  a  li^ht-hovae,  and  placing 
booji  at  the  seveial  placM  thsTsin  manlioned. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  as  soon  as  the  jurisdic- 
lioD  of  so  much  of  the  head-land  of  Eaton's  neck, 
oa  Naaaaa  island,  in  the  State  of  New-York,  as 
the  Preaideni  of  the  United  Stales  shall  deem  suf- 
ficient an*  most  convenient  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  light-house,  and  its  appurtenances,  shall 
have  been  ceded  to  the  United  States,  it  shall  be 
the  duly  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pro- 
vide, by  contract,  which  shall  be  approved  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  for  building  a 
light-bouse  thereon,  and  furnishing  the  same  with 
all  necessary  supplies ;  and  also  for  the  salaries  or 
wages  of  the  person  or  persons  who  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  for  the  superintendence 
and  care  of  building  the  said  light-bouse  ;  and  the 
President  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  tbe  said 
appointments. 

Sec.  2.  i4nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  cause  to  be  placed.six  buoys  on  the  shoals 
called  the  east  and  west  banks,  and  the  middle 
ground,  near  Sandy  Hook,  off  the  harbor  of  New 
York,  and  two  buoys  on   the  north  and  south 


points  of  Ooai  island,  near  the  entrance  of  the 
harbor  of  Newport,  in  tbe  Slate  of  Rhode  Island; 
and,  also,  to  cause  to  be  placed  such  number  of 
buoys  as  may  be  necessary  for  tbe  security  of  the 
navigation  in  and  near  the  harbor  of  Nantucket, 
in  tbe  State  of  Massachusetts. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
be  appropriated  and  paid^  out  of  the  moneys  aris- 
ing from  the  duties  on  imports  atid  tonnage,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  thirteen  thousand  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 
'^     Approved  March  14,  1798. 

^n  Act  providing  tha  means  of  intarcouna  between  the 
United  Statas  and  foreign  natioiuk 
Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  be  hereby  is,  author- 
ized lo  draw  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Slates  a  sum  not  exceeding  forty  thousand  dol- 
lars, annually,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  moneys  aris- 
ing from  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  for 
the  support  of  such  persons  as  he  shall  commia- 
sion  to  serve  the  United  States  in  foreign  parts, 
and  for  the  expense  incident  lo  the  business  in 
which  they  may  be  employed :  Provided,  That,  ex- 
clusive of  an  outfit,  which  shall,  in  no  case,  exceed 
the  amount  of  one  year's  full  salary  to  the  Minia- 
ter  Plenipotentiary,  or  Chargfc  des  Affaires,  to 
whom  the  same  may  be  allowed,  the  President 
shall  not  allow  to  any  Minister  Plenipotentiarv  a 

rter  sum  than  at  the  rate  of  nine  thousand  aol- 
per  BDDum,  as  a  compensation  for  all  his  per- 
sona! services  and  expenses;  nor  a  Kreatersum, 
for  the  same,  than  four  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum  to  a  Charet  des  Affiiires;  nor  a 
Cater  sum,  for  the  same,  tnan  one  thousand  three 
idred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  lo  the  secre- 
tary of  any  Minister  Plenipotmtiary. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all 
cases  where  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  have  ia- 
sued  or  shall  hereafter  issue  from  the  Treasury, 
for  the  purposes  of  intercourse  or  treaty  with  for- 
eign nations,  in  pursuance  of  any  law,  the  Presi- 
dent shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,aulhorized  to  cause 
the  same  lo  be  duly  settled  annually  with  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  Treasury  in  manner  fol- 
lowing, that  is  to  say :  by  causing  the  same  to  be 
accounted  for  specifically,  in  alt  instances  wherein 
the  expenditure  thereof  may,  in  his  judgment,  be 
made  public;  and  by  making  a  certificate  or  cer- 
tificates, or  causing  Ine  Secretary  of  State  to  make 
a  certificate  or  certificates  of  the  amount  of  such 
expenditures  as  he  may  think  it  advisable  not  to 
specify  ;  and  every  such  certificate  shall  be  deem- 
ed a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  sum  or  sums  therein 
expressed  lo  have  been  expended. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  intercourse  between  the 
United  Stales  and  foreign  nations,  during  the  yeai 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight, 
(here  be  further  appropriated,  in  addition  to  ike 
aforesaid  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  and  out 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Slates,  not  otb^'wiae  apjwopriated,  the  sum  of 
tweniy-eightthousand  sixhundred  and  fifty  dollUB. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  fuHher  exacted.  That  the  act 
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pused  on  the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one 
thousani!  seven  huodred  and  nioeiy,  eDtilied  "  An 
act  proTidio^ihe  mexis  of  intercouiie  between 
the  United  States  and  foreign  natioDs,"  aad  ibi 
act  pasted  on  the  ninlli  day  of  Februarv,  in  ihi 
year  one  thousand  sevea  hundred  aDd  ninety^ 
three,  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force  for  s 
limited  time  and  amend  the  act,  eatilled  '  Ad  act 
proTidioff  the  means  of  intercoune  between  the 
United  States  and  foreigQ  naiioiu,"  shall  he,  and 
they  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  5.  Andbe  UfurtKer  aiacitd,  That  this  act 
■hall  be  and  remain  io  force  until  the  end  of  th& 
first  seuion  of  the  siith  Congress,  and  do  longed 

Appioved,  March  19,  1798. 

Ad  Act  making'  ■ppropriationa  for  the  rapport  of  Oot- 

emmsnt  for  the  year  ooa  thoiiund  scTen  hundred 

and  nioe^-eight,  and  for  other  purpoM*. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  for  the  expenditure 
of  the  civil  list;  for  the  support  of  Consuls  to 
the  coast  of  Barbary  ;  for  the  support  of  the 
mint  establishment,  light-houses,  beacons,  buoya. 
and  public  piers,  for  the  ^ear  one  tnousaDO 
■aven  bimdred  and  ninety-ei^ht ;  and  to  satis- 
fy certain  miscellaneous  claims  staled  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the 
eighth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety'Seren,  together  with  the  inci- 
dental aod  contingent  eapenses  of  the  several  De- 
partments, and  the  officers  thereof,  the  following 
sums  be,  respectively,  approprin  ted,  that  is  to  say; 
for  the  compensations  granted  by  law  to  the  Pre- 
sident and  Vice  President  of  the  Voited  States, 
thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensatiooa  to  the  members  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  their 
officers  snd  attendants,  estimated  for  a  session  of 
■Jx  months  coniinuaoce,  one  hundred  and  ninety 
thcKtsaod  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  fire-wood,  stationery,  print' 
ing  work,  and  all  other  contincent  expenses  of 
the  two  House*  of  Coogreas,  uiirteen  thausand 
dollars. 

For  the  compensations  granted  by  law  to  the 
Chief  Justice,  Associate  Judges,  District  Judges, 
and  Attorney  Gkneral,  forty-four  thonaand  nine 
hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  clerks  of  courts, 
jurors,  and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  fund  arising 
from  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  and  likewise 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  prosecution  for  of- 
fences against  ibe  United  States,  and  for  safe- 
keeping of  prisoners,  thirty  ihoutaad  dollars. 

For  compensBiioQ  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
ekrks,  and  persons  employed  in  that  Department, 
Bins  tbousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars 
and  thirty- four  cents. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  in  the 
•aid  Department,  six  thousand  fire  Lundred  and 


ei^i  thousand  eight  hundredand  fifty  doUara. 
For  expense  of  stationery,  printing.and  all  othe 


contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compeoivtion  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  hii 
office,  eleven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  expense  of  ;itationery,  printing,  and  all  other 
eoDtingeot  expense*  in  the  Comptroller's  office, 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer,  clerks,  tnl 
other  persons  employed  in  hi*  office,  four  thauiand 
six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fire-wood,  stationery,  priotins, 
reDt,  andallothercontingeneiesin  the  Treasurers 
office,  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
eleven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-fire 
dollar 


For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  Auditor's  office,  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  hii 
office,  five  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollsrs. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  andali  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Revenue,  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
firtRen  thousand  f'a  hundred  and  twenty-fire 
dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  Register's  office,  (in- 
cluding books  for  the  public  stocks,  and  for  the 
arrangement  of  the  marine  piperi,)  two  ihomand 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Purveyor  of  Public 
Supplies,  two  thousand  dollars,  and  five  hundred 
dollars  for  a  clerk. 

For  compeusaiioo  to  the  secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundredand 
fifW  doliars. 

For  the  payment  of  rent  for  the  several  houses 

iployed  in  the  Treasury  Department,  (except 
the  Treasurer's  office,}  two  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  thirty  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents. 

For  expense  of  fire-wood  and  candles  in  the 
several  offices  of  the  Treasury  Department,  (ex- 
cept the  Treasurer's  office,}  ifaree  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  incident  to  the  stat- 
ing and  printing  the  punlie  accounts  for  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight, one 
thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  incident  to  the  re- 
loval  of  the  book*  and  records  of  the  TreaMiry 
Department,  and  for  the  rent  of  a  bouse  for  seve- 
ral of  the  officers  near  Gray's  Ferry,  on  the 
Schuylkill,  during  part  of  the  Summer  of  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven,  four  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars  and 
forty-one  cents. 

For  compeDsation  to  tha  levml  loaii  officei^ 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars- 
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For  compensBtioD  to  ihe  Secretary  of  War, 
clerks,  and  persoas  employed  in  bis  office,  eight 
thousaad  one  hundred  dollsra. 

For  expense  of  fire-wood,  staiionety,  printing, 
rtni,  and  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  office 
of  [he  Secretary  of  War,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensatioD  to  the  AccouDlant  of  the 
War  Departmeot,  elerku,  and  persons  employed 
in  his  office,  seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
BfVr  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
AcoQotant  of  the  War  Department,  six  hundred 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  Qeoeral,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  assistant  surveyors, 
chain-carriers,  axe-men,  and  other  persons  em- 
ployed in  carrying  into  effect  the  surveys  to  be 
made  by  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for 
the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Territory  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above 
the  mouth  of  Kentuclty  river,"  in  addition  to 
former  appropriations,  eight  thousand  dollars.    ^ 

For  compensation  to  the  Qovernor,  Secretary, 
ind  Jadges  of  Ihe  Territory  Northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  five  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  cffice  rent,  printing 
patents  for  land,  and  other  contingent  expenses 
ID  the  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted  by 
the  laie  Government,  one  thousand  one  hundred 
tod  thirteen  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 

For  the  auDual  allowance  to  the  widow  and  or- 
phan children  of  Colonel  John  Harding,  and  to 
the  orphan  children  of  Major  Alexander  Trueman, 
br  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-seventh  of 
Fehrttary,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
ly-thretL  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  demands  against  the 
United  Slates,  on  account  of  thecivil  department, 
not  otherwise  provided  fo^  as  shall  be  ascertained 
lad  admitted  m  due  course  of  settlement  at  the 
Trcasary,  and  which  are  of  a  nature,  according  to 
the  Dsage  thereof,  to  require  payment  in  specie, 
one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  compensations  to  Consuls  to  Barbary 
Powers,  for  six  months,  the  former  appropriation 
being  for  ooe  year,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  following  officers  of 
tbeMiot:  trie  director,  two  thousand  dollars;  the 
treasurer,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars;  the 
isiayet,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ;  the 
chief  coiner,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollar^; 
the  melter  and  refiner,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
ioliars;  the  engraver,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars  ;  three  clerks,  atfive  hundred  dollars  each, 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  wages  of  persons  employed  at  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  melting,  refining,  coiniJig,  car- 
penter's, millwright's, and  smith's  worfa, including 
the  sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars  per  anuoin  al' 
lowed  to  an  assistant  coiner  and  die-forger,  who 
also  oversees  the  execution  of  the  iron  woik,  six 
thontand  dollars. 
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For  Ihe  purchase  of  ironmongery,  lead,  wood, 
coals,  stationery,  office  furniture,  and  for  allothei 
contingencies  of  the  establishment  of  the  Mint, 
five  thousand  stven  hundred  dollars. 

Fur  Ihe  maintenance  and  support  of  light-hous- 
es, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  and  stakeage 
of  channels,  bars,  and  shoals,  and  for  occasional 
improvement  in  the  constrnciion  of  lanterns,  and 
of  the  lamps  and  materials  used  in  them,  inclnd- 
ine  an  allowance  for  the  increased  number  of 
lignt-houses,  and  for  the  advanced  price  of  sper- 
maceti oil,  thirty-six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  balance  carried  to  the  "  surplus  fund" 
of  an  appropriation  for  buildingalight-houseneai 
the  entrance  of  Georgetown  harbor  in  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  additional  expense  estimated  as  neces- 
sary for  erecting  the  said  light-house,  two  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  Nicholas  Fisk  supervisor  of 
the  revenue  for  the  district  of  New  York,  so  much 
short  of  an  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  land 
at  Moniauk  Point,  in  the  Stale  of  New  York,  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  a  light-house  thereon,  two 
hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars  and  twelve  cents. 

For  the  purchase  of  presses,  the  engraving  of 
dies,  and  other  expenses  incident  to  the  prepara- 
tions mnde,  an<!  to  he  made,  for  executing  the  act, 
entitled  "An  acl  laying  duties  oo  stamped  vel- 
lum, parchment,  and  paper,"  passed  the  sixth  day 
of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninely- 
,'<even,  nine  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  espeose  incurred  by  the  committee  of 
the  Houseof  Representatives  on  the  impeachment 
of  William  Blount;  for  the  compensation  of  the 
raemberK,  and  lor  incidental  charges,  as  estimated 
by  the  chairman  of  the  commiilee,  two  thousand 
SIX  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  de- 
mands  against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise 
provided  for,  as  shall  have  been  admitted  in  a  dne 
course  of  settlement  at  the  Treasury,  and  which 
are  of  a  nature,  according  to  the  usage  thereof, 
to  require  payment  in  specie,  fourlhousand  dollars. 

Sec  2.  .ImJ  &e  it ^iirtA^  enacted,  That  the  sev- 
eral appr  priations  hereinbefore  made  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  outof  the  fund  of  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  the  acl "  making 
provision  for  the  debt  of  Ihe  United  States,"  toge- 
ther with  so  much  as  maybe  necessary  of  Ihe 
proceeds  of  the  duties  on  imporls,  and  the  tonna{^ 
of  ships  and  vessels,  and  the  duties  on  domestic 
distilled  spirits  and  stills,  which  shall  accrue  until 
the  close  of  the  present  year. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  further  appropriated,  to  be 

Eaid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
Iniied  Stales,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  fol- 
lowing sums,  to  wit: 

For  the  ^yment  of  awards  by  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  sixth  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Naviga- 
tion, between  the  United  Stales  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, relative  to  the  debts  due  by  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates  to  British  subjects,  three  hundred 
thonsand  dollars. 
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For  defiaving  ibe  eiiraotilinaiy  expenses  of  aa- 
ceriaiaiDg  ine  river  St.  Croix,  under  the  fifth  ar- 
ticle of  the  said  treaty,  twelve  thousand  dollan. 

For  defraying  the  extraordinary  expense  of  rua- 
mo^  and  roarkins  the  boundary  line  between  the 
territories  of  the  Uniled  States  and  Spain,  twelve 
thousand  dotlara. 

Approved,  March  19, 1706. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  lajing  duties 
on  atamped  vcUmn,  parchment,  and  paper." 
Be  ii  enacted,  ^c,  That  whenever  any  person 
other  than  ofiicera  employed  in  collecting  the  rev- 
enue of  the  United  Slates,  shall  apply  to  any  su- 
pervisor or  inspector  of  (he  .said  revenue,  at  thi 
office  of  such  supervisor  or  inspector,  for  the  pur 
ckase,  at  one  lime,  of  any  quantity  of  velluni 
parchmeol,  or  paper,  stamped  and  marked  in  th( 
manner  directed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  lay- 
iDg  duties  OQ  stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and 
paper,"  the  whole  amount  of  the  duties  on  which 
quantity  shall  be  ten  dollars,  or  upwards,  s 
supervisor  or  inspector  shall  be,  aud  hereby  is, 
thorized  and  required  to  deliver  to  such  person 
auch  quantity  of  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper, 
stamped  as  aforesaid  i  the  said  perion  paying 
down  the  amount  of  the  said  duties,  after  deduct- 
ing therefrom  seven  and  one-half  pet  centum  on 
such  amount  i  which  deduction  the  said  super- 
visor oT  inspector  is  hereby  authorized  aod  re- 
quired to  allow. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when 
ever  any  stamped  vellum  or  parchment  shall  be 
applied  for,  and  delivered,  in  the  manner  aforesaid, 
the  said  purchaser,  in  order  lo  become  entitled  lo 
the  aforesaid  deduction,  shall  pay  to  the  said  su- 
pervisor, or  inspector,  in  addition  to  the  amotiot 
of  the  said  duties,  a  reasonable  rate  for  and  on 
account  of  the  price  of  the  said  vellum  or  parch- 
ment, which  rale  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  fix,  as  nearly 
aa  may  be,  according  lo  (he  actual  cost  of  those 

Sec.  3.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  when- 
ever any  person,  other  than  officers  employed  io 
the  collection  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  Stales, 
shall  bring  any  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  (o 
be  stamped  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  afore- 
aaid  act,  in  any  quantity,  at  one  time,  the  whole 
amount  of  the  duties  for  stampinz  which  shall 
be  ten  dollars,  or  upwards,  the  ameer  stamping 
auch  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  pursuant  to  the 
directions  of^  the  said  act,  shaU  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  and  required  to  make  to  such  person, 
the  same  allowance  and  deduction  on  the  amount 
of  the  said  duties,  as  is  directed  by  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  to  be  made  in  the  cases  therein 
mentioned. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
stamped  paper,  required  by  (he  aforesaid  act  to 
be  f\irnished  to  (he  citizens  of  the  United  States 
by  the  Treasury  Department,  shall  be  furnished 
a(  the  rale  of  duly  provided  Dy  that  act,  without 
•By  additional  charge  on  account  of  the  price  of 
paper,  or  any  other  expense,  anything  in  tne  said 


act  10  ihe  contrary  notwiihs  tan  ding  i  aod  that  all 
paper  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  shall  be  furnished 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  (he  Treasury  Department,  who  is  hereby 
authorized  to  employ,  annually,  a  sufficient  sum 
for  (hat  purpose,  and  for  the  necessary  purcbssa 
of  rcUum  and  crarchmeni,  out  of  any  moneys  is 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates  not  otherwise 
appropriated:  Prtmided  aiieai/t,  That  nothioc 
herein  contained,  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  re- 
quire the  Treasury  DeparUoeot  to  furnish  aaj 
stamped  vellum,  oi  parcbmeDt,  without  ao  addt- 
tional  charge  for  the  price  of  those  materials,  of  er 
and  above  the  duty  on  the  stamp;  which  price, 
in  all  cases  where  stamped  vellum  or  parchoieitt 
shall  be  furnished,  (he  Secretary  of  that  Depwt- 
meot  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  fix,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  according  (0  the  actual  cost  <tf 
those  articles,  respectively. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  itfwHher  enacted,  That  so  mocik 
of  (he  aforesaid  act  as  relates  to  slaliip  duties  oa 
"any  certificate  or  debenture  for  drawbacks  of 
cusioms  or  duties," shall  be,aad  the  same  is  heie- 
bf.  repealed;  and  that  in  lieu  of  (be  said  stamp 
duties,  one-fourth  per  cent,  on  (he  amount  of  aU 
drawbacks,  allowed  by  law,  on  the  exportation  of 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported,  shall  he 
retained  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
collectors  paying  such  drawbacks;  and  in  addi- 
tion to  (he  sum  of  one  per  cenL  diiiected  to  be  so 
retained  by  (he  act,  entitled ''An  act  to  provide 
more  eSectually  for  the  collection  of  tlte  duties 
imposed  -by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merohau- 
dises,  imported  into  the  United  States, and  on  the 
tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels." 

Approved,  March  19, 1798. 


An  Act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congren  to  an  act  of 
the  CommoDwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  consent  of  Coogress 
be,  and  hereby  is,  ar«nted  and  declared  to  the 
operation  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  MassacBusettG,  made  and  passed 
the  second  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven 
huodredaud  ninety-eight,  entitled  "Aoact  to  incor- 
porate Tobias  Lord,  Oliver  Keating  Thatcher 
Qodard,  and  others,  fur  the  purpose  of  keeping  in 
repair  a  pier,  at  the  month  of  Kennebimk  river, 
and  to  grant  (hem  a  duly  for  [eimbursing  the  ex- 
pense of  erecting  the  same." 

Approved,  March  27, 1798. 

An  Act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congms  to  an  act  of 
(he  State  of  Maryland,  pueed  the  twenty4igh(h  of 
December,  one  thonsand  seren  hnndred  and  ninety- 
three,  tot  the  sppDintment  of  a  health  officer. 
Be  it  enacted  fc.,  That  the  consent  of  Congress 
be,  and  is  hereby,  granted  aud  declared,  to  the 
opcrvtioD  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Maryland,  passed  (he  Iwenly-eighth  of  Decemoer, 
one   thousand   seven  hundred   and   ninety -three, 
entitled  "  Ad  act  to  appoint  a  health  officer  for  the 
port  of  Baltimore, in  Baltimore  coaotr,"so  fares 
to  enable  the  Stale  aforesaid  to  collect  a  duty  of 
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one  eenl  pei  ton  od  all  vessels  coming  iolo  the 
distiicl  of  Baltimore,  from  a  foreign  rofage,  for 
tbe  purposes  in  said  act  iotended. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatthisaci 
■hall  be  in  force  for  one  year  from  the  passing 
[bereof,  and  fiom  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next 
■eision  of  Congress  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Approred,  March  27,  1798. 

An  Act  foi  tn  additional  appropriation  to  provide  and 
nippoit  a  Naval  ArmamsoL 
Be  it  euaoted,  fc,  That  there  be,  and  then 
berebf  is,  aporopriated  a  further  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  and  fifreen  thousand,  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three  dollari,  to  complete,  and. 
eqnjp  for  sea,  with  mil  convenient  speed,  the  fri- 
gates  the  United  Slates,  the  Constitution,  and  the 
CDDsiellatJou  ;  and  a  further  sum,  not  ezceedinr 
tva  hundred  and  siileeti  thousand  six  hundred 
■nd  seventy-nine  dollars,  for  the  nay  and  subsist- 
ence, for  the  tern  of  one  rear,  of  the  officers  and 
crews  which  are,  or  shall  be,  engaged  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Slates,  on  board  the  said  fri- 
llies, ia  addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  appro- 
priated for  those  purposes,  respectively,  remaining 
oneipended ;  also,  a  sum,  not  exceeding  sixty 
[housand  dollars,  to  defray  the  wear,  loaset,  " 
peoditurea  of  ammunition,  and  other  current 
conlingent  expenses  of  the  Naval  Armament;  also 
a  sum  not  exceeding  two  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars,  to  defray  the  salaries  of  persons  having 
charge  of  tbe  navy  yards  at  Norfolk  New  York, 
ud  Portsmouth;  and  for  tbe  rents  of  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  That  the 
turns  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid  and  dis- 
charged out  of  the  surplus  revenue  and  income  of 
tbe  carreul  year  not  before  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  37,  1798. 


An  Act  to  continue  in  force  tbe  fifth  sectioa  of  an  act 
CDIitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  theact,  antiUed  'An 
tet  to  astabliah  the  Post  Office  and  FosE  Rosda  within 
the  United  States." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  fifth  section  of  tbe 
acL  CDIitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  enti- 
lud  'An  act  to  establish  tbe  Post  Office  and  post 
nuds  within  the  United  States,"  which  section 
irill  eifire  on  the  ihirty-firsi  day  of  March,  one 
thgusand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  shall 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  conlioued  ilk  force  to 
the  third  day  of  Marcb  next. 
Approved,  March  28,  1798. 


Aa  Act  10  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  a  part 

of  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  making  fiiilher  proviaion 

bt  securing  and  collscting  the  duties  on  foreign  and 

^meatic  distilled  ipiiita,  stills,  winea,  and  teas." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  Thai  the  thirteenth  section 

cftheact  parsed  on  thefifihday  of  June,  one  thou- 

^nd  leveii  hundred  and  ninetf-four,  and  entitled 

Aoact  making  further  proviuon  for  securing  and 

collecting  tbe  duties  on  foreign  and  dommiic  dis- 

tiiled  spin ta,att Us,  wines,  and  leas,"  be,  and  ihesame 


hereby  is,  continued  in  force  until  the  end  of  tbe 
first  session  of  the  sixth  Congress. 
Approved,  April  7, 1798. 


An  Act  for  the  rebef  of  the  refugees  from  the  British 
pioTincea  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia. 
Be  it  enacted,  ifc,  That,  to  saliafy  Ibe  claiou 
of  certain  persons  claiming  lands  under  ihe  reso- 
lutions of  Congress  of  the  twenty-third  of  April, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty -three,  and 
the  thirteenth  of  April,  one  tbousandseTen  hundred 
and  eighly-five,  as  refugees  from  tbe  British  pro- 
vinces of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Department  of  War  be,  and  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  give  notice  in  one  or  mora 
of  the  public  papers  of  each  of  the  States  of  Ver- 
moDt,  Maisachusetis,  New  York.  New  Hampshirfl, 
and  Pennsylvania,  to  all  persons  having  clainu 
under  Ihe  said  resolutions,  to  transmit  to  the  War 
Office,  within  two  years  after  tbe  passing  of  this 
act,  a  just  and  true  account  of  their  claims  to  the 
bounty  of  Concress. 

Sec.  2.  Andoe  it Jvrfher  enacted,  That  no  other 
persons  shall  be  eatilled  to  the  bene6t  of  tbe  pro- 
visioits  of  this  act,  than  those  of  the  following 
descriptions,  or  their  widows  and  heirs,  viz :  firsL 
those  heads  of  families,  and  single  persons,  and 
not  members  of  any  such  families,  who  were  resi- 
dents in  one  of  tbe  provinces  aforesaid,  prior  to 
the  fourth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six,  and  who  abandoned  their 
settlements,  in  consequence  of  having  given  aid 
to  the  United  Colonies  or  Slates,  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  against  Great  Britain,  or  with  in- 
tention to  give  such  aid,  and  continued  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  in  their  service,  during  the  said  war, 
and  did  not  return  to  reside  in  ihe  dominions  bf  the 
King  of  Qreal  Britan  prior  to  the  twenty-fifth  of 
November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
three ;  secondly,  the  widows  and  heirs  of  all  such 
persons  as  were  actually  residents,  as  aforesaid, 
who  abandoned  their  settlements,  as  aforesaid,  ana 
died  within  the  United  Stales,  or  in  their  service, 
during  the  said  war ;  and,  thirdiv,  all  persons  who 
were  members  of  families  at  Ine  time  of  their 
coming  into  the  United  Slates,  and  who,  during 
•"•e  war,  entered  into  iheir  service. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itfuTther  enacted,  That  the  proof 
of  the  several  circumstances  necessary  to  entitle 
the  applicants  to  the  benefits  of  this  act  may  be 
taken  before  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  or  District 
Court  of  the  United  States,  or  a  Jud^e  of  the  Su- 
preme or  Superior  Court,  or  the  first  justice  or  first 
judge  of  the  Court  ol  Common  Pleas  or  County 
Court  of  any  State. 

Sec  4.  And  be  ilfuHher  enacted.  That,  ai  the 
expiration  of  fifteen  months  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  and  from  time  to  time  thereaf- 
ter, it  ^hall  be  the  dutv  of  the  Secretary  for  the 
Department  of  War  to  lay  such  evidence  of  claims 
as  be  wav  have  received  before  the  Secretary  and 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  and  with  them^  pro- 
ceed to  examine  ihe  testimony, and  give  their  judg- 
leot  what  qnantiiv  of  land  ought  to  be  allowed 
I  the  indiridual  claimanls,  in  proportion  to  the 
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Actt  of  CongrtM. 


]egree  of  their  regpeci 

luaerings,  in  consequence  of  their  altHchm 


e  of  the  United  Stales ;  atlowing  to  those 
of  the  first  class  a  quantity  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  acres,  and  to  the  laat  class  a  quantity 
not  exceeding  one  hundred — raakingBucbiDlerme- 
diate  classes  as  the  Tesolulions  aforesaid  and  dis- 
Iributire  justice  may  in  their  judgment  require, 
and  tuake  report  thereof  to  Congress.  And  in  c>)se 
any  such  claimani  shall  have  sustained  such  losses 
and  sufferings,  or  performed  such  services  for  (he 
United  Stales,  that  he  cannot  juilly  be  classed  in 
any  one  general  class,  a  separate  report  shall  be 
made  ofbis  circumstances,  together  with  iheqaan- 


o  the  foregoing  ratio:  Provided,  That, 
in  considering  what  compensation  ought  to  be 
made  by  virtue  of  this  act,  all  grants,  except  mili- 
tary granLi,  which  may  have  lieeo  made  by  the 
United  Stales,  or  individual  Stales,  shall  be  cdq- 
■idered  as  the  just  value  thereof,  at  the  time  the 
BiUDe  were  made,  respectively,  either  in  whole  or 
in  part,  as  ibe  case  may  be,  a  satisfaction  to  those 
who  mayhave  received  the  same:  Provided,  tUso, 
That  no  claim  under  this  law  shall  be  assignable 
until  after  report  made  to  Congress,  as  aforesaid, 
and  until  the  said  lands  be  granted  to  the  persons 
ealitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  Andbeilfitrthei  tnacted,  That  all  claims, 
in  virtue  of  said  resolutions  of  Congress,  whichshall 
not  be  exhibited,  as  aforesaid,  WLihin  the  time  by 
this  act  limited,  shall  forever  thereafter  be  barred. 
Approved,  April  7,  1798. 


Ad  Act  for  an  amicable  seltlement  of  the  limit*  with 
Ihs  Stale  of  Georgia,  and  authorizing  the  Mtabliah- 
ment  of  a  Government  in  the  Miidsiippi  Territory. 
Be  it  enacled,  f  c^  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  ne  hereby  is,  authorized  to  ap- 
Eiol  three  commissioners,  any  two  of  whom  shall 
ve  power  to  adjust  and  determine,  with  such 
commi^onersasmay  be  appointed  under  the  legis- 
lative authority  of  the  State  of  Qeorgia,  all  inter- 
fering claims  of  the  United  States  and  that  Sute, 
to  territory  situate  west  of  the  river  Ohaiahooche, 
north  of  the  thirty-first  degret  of  north  latitude, 
and  south  of  the  cession  made  to  the  United  States 
by  South  Carolina ;  and  also  to  receive  any  pro- 
poaals  fur  the  relinquishment  or  cession  of  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  other  territory  claimed 
by  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  out  of  the  ordinary 
jurisdiction  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jwther  macied,  That  all  the 
Unds  thus  ascertained  as  ihe  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  shall  be  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as 
•hall  be  hereafter  directed  by  law ;  and  Ihe  nett 

Sroceeds  thereof  shall  be  applied  lolhesinkingand 
ischarging  the  public  debt  of  the  United  Slates, 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  proceeds  of  the  other 
public  lands  in  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio. 

Sec.  3.  Andbe  it  JurOur  enacled,  That  all  that 
tract  of  country  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Mis- 
aissippi,  on  the  north  by  a  tine  to  be  drawn  due 
cut  from  the  moutti  of  the  Yazoo  to  Ihe  Chala- 


hooche  river ;  on  the  east  by  the  river  Chataboo- 
che,  and  on  the  south  by  the  thirty-Grat  degree  of 
north  latitude,  shall  be.  and  hereby  is,  coiutituted 
one  district,  to  be  <»lled  the  Mississippi  Terrilorv; 
and  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  is  hereby 
authorized  to  establish  therein  a  Government,  Is 
all  respects  similar  to  that  now  exercised  in  the 
Territory  Northwest  of  Ihe  Ohio,  excepting  and 
excluding  the  last  article  of  the  ordinance  made  for 
the  Government  thereof  by  the  late  Coagms,  on 
the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hnn- 
dred  and  eighty-seven,  and.  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  all  the  neces- 
sary officers  therein,  who  shall  respectively  recetvB 
thesame  compensations  foriheirservieeB,to  be  paid 
in  the  same  manner  as  is  by  law  established  fc-r  sim- 
ilar officers  in  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio ;  and  ibe  powers,  daties,  and  emoluments,  of 
a  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  for  the  South- 
ern departmeni,  shall  be  united  wiin  those  of  Gov- 
ernor: Provided,  alu/ayt,  That  If  the  President 
of  the  United  States  should  find  it  most  expedient 
to  establish  this  Government  in  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress, he  shall  nevertheless  have  full  power  to  ap- 
point and  commission  all  offieei^  herein  authorized; 
and  their  commissions  shall  continue  in  force  UDtil 
the  end  of  the  session  of  Congress  next  ensuing 
the  etiablisbment  of  the  Government. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itfiirlherenaetedj  That  the  Tw- 
ritory  hereby  constituted  one  district  for  the  par- 
pose  of  Government,  may,at  the  discretion  of  Con- 
gress, be  hereafter  divided  into  two  districts,  witk 
separate  Territorial  Governments  in  each,  similar 
to  that  established  by  this  acL 

Sec.  5.  And  beitjurther  enacted.  Thai  the  es- 
tablishment of  Ibis  Government  shall  in  no  respect 
impair  the  right  of  the  Stateof  Georeia,  ot  of  any 
person  or  persons,  either  to  the  jurisdiction  or  the 
soil  of  the  said  Territory;  bat  the  rights  and  claims 
of  the  said  State,  and  all  persons  interested,  are 
hereby  declared  to  be  as  firm  and  available,  as  if 
this  act  had  never  been  made. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  establishment  of  the  raid  Govern- 
ment,  the  people  of  the  aforesaid  Tt^rrilory  shait 
be  entitled  to  and  enjoy  all  and  singular  the  rights 
priTileges,and  advantages,  granted  (o  the  people  of 
Ihe  Territory;  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio,  in  and  by  the  aforesaid  ordinance 
of  the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  in  as  f\ill 
and  ample  a  manner  as  the  same  are  possessed  and 
enjoyed  by  the  people  of  the  said  last-mentioned 
Territory. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai,  from 
and  after  the  establishuent  of  the  aforesaid  Gov- 
ernment, it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  or 
persons  to  import  or  bring  into  the  said  Mississippi 
Territory,  from  any  port  or  place  without  tbe 
limits  of  the  United  Stales,  or  to  cause  or  procure 
to  be  so  imported  or  brought,  or  knowingly  to  aid 
or  assist  in  so  importing  or  bringing,  any  slave  or 
slaves;  and  that  every  person  so  ofienaing^  and 
beingt  hereof  convicted  before  an)[  court  witbm  the 
said  Territory,  having  competent  jurisdiction,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  for  each  and  every  slave  so  imported 
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QT  broaght  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars — one 
moiety  for  the  use  of  the  Uoiied  States,  and  the 
other  moiety  for  the  use  of  any  person  or  persons 
vho  shall  sue  for  the  same ;  and  that  every  slave 
M  imported  or  brought  ehall  thereupon  become 
eatitled  to  and  reeeire  his  or  her  freedom. 

Sec.  e.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum 
often  thousBud  doilars  be  and  hereby  is  apptopri- 
tted,  for  the  purpose  of  enabliog  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  lo  carry  into  effect  the  proTJ- 
sions  of  this  act ;  and  that  the  said  sum  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys  in  tbe  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  April  7,  1796. 

An  Act  to  continaa  in  farce  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
pndiibiting,  for  a  limiuid  time,  the  eiportatioD  of  iinni 
*nd  ammunitiOD,  and  for  encom'sging  the  importa- 
tion thereof." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^C,  That  the  first,  second,  tbird 
■od  fourth  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  "Aa  act 
prohibiting  for  a  limited  time  the  exportation  of 
arm:!  and  ammunition,  and  for  encouraging'  the 
importation  thereof,"  be  and  are  hereby  continued 
in  force  for  one  year  from  and  after  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress  thereafter,  and  no 
loDger. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Gfth 
seclioo  of  the  said  act,  except  so  mucb  thereof  as 
relates  to  the  importation  of  sulpbur  and  saltpetre, 
be  and  is  hereby  continued  in  lorce  for  one  year 
from  and  after  the  fonrteenth  day  of  June  neii, 
aod  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 


portatiou  of  sulphur  and  saltpetre  be  and  is  hereby 
coniinued  in  iorce  for  one  year,  frora  and  after  the 
foarteenth  day  of  June,  in  tlie  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eignt  hundred,  and  from  thence  lo  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress  thereafter,  and 
00  longer. 
Approved,  April  7, 1798. 

Aa  Act  anttrariiing'  an  expenditore,  and  making  go 
ippropriatioD,  for  Ae  reimburaement  of  monsTa  ad- 
vanced by  the  CodbdIi  of  tha  Unitad  Statos,  in  car- 
Be  H  enacted^  fc.  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized,  under  the  direction 
of  the  President  of  the  United   States,  to  reim- 
burse such  reasonable  advances  of  money  as  have 
been  made,  or,  during  the  present  year,  shall  be 
raade,  by  the  Consuls  of  the  Uoited  Slates,  in 
niakiDg  and  supporting  the  claims  of  American 
citizens  to  captured  property,  before  the  tribunals 
offoreign  countries;  or  for  the  relief  of  sick  anri 
n  foreign  countries,  beyond  the 


jmrposes  aforesaid  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  appro- 

Etiaied  a  sum  not  exceeding  thirty  thousand  dol- 
l's, which  shall  be  paid  from  any  moneys  which 
may  be   in  the  Treasury,   not  otherwise   appro- 
priated. 
Approvsd,  April  18, 1798. 


An  Act  mpplementarr  to  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  an- 

thoriiing  a  loan  for  the  oae  of  the  city  of  Waifaing- 

ton,  in  the  District  of  Golambia;   and  for  other  pni- 

poses  therein  mentioned." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
cause  lo  be  loaned  lo  the  commissioners  appointed 
under  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  establishing  the 
temporaryand  permanent  seat  or  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,"thesum  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  fifty  thousand  of  which  shall  be  ad- 
vanced in  tne  present  year,  and  the  remaining 
fifty  thousand  shall  be  advanced  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine;  at  sa 
interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  be  compn- 
led  upon  each  instalment,  from  the  time  it  shall 
be  advanced;  which  snrn  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  is  declared  to  be  in  full  of  the  mocieyi 
which  the  said  commissioners  are  now  authorized 
to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of 
the  United-States,  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizio?  a  loan  for  the  tise  of  ibe  city 
of  Washington,  in  the  Ehairict  of  Columbia;  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned." 

Sec.  8.  Be  it  fitrtker  enacted,  That  the  sum 
herein  authorized  lo  be  borrowed  shall  be  reim- 
bursed b^  instalments  of  one-fifih  part  of  said  loan, 
and  the  mterest  thereon,  commencing  in  the  yeav 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  and  contin- 
uing annually  thereafter  till  the  whole  shall  be 
repaid ;  and  all  the  lots  in  the  citjr  of  Washiof- 
ton,  now  vested  in  the  said  commissioners,  or  in 
trustees,  in  any  manner,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  now  remaining  unsold,  excepting 
those  set  apart  for  public  purposes,  shall  be,  and 
are  hereby  declared  and  made  chargeable  with 
the  repayment  of  the  sums  which  shall  be  ad- 
vanced, in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  the  interest 
accruing  thereon,  and  shall  be  disposed  of  in  the 
manner,  and  under  the  regulations,  prescribed  by 
the  act  herein  last  mentioned. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  farthtr  enacted.  That  the 
sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  present  year, 
and  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  next  succeeding 
year,  be,  and  hereby  are,  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid,  out  of  any  money  in  the  TreasuiT 
of  the  United  Slates,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  18, 1798. 

An  Act  to  provide  an  additional  armament  for  the  ftu- 
thei  protectiDa  of  the  trade  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  puipoK*. 

Be  a  enacted,  *c.,  That  the  President  of  tha 
United  Slates  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
and  empowered,  to  cause  to  be  built,  purchased, 
or  hired,  anumber  of  vessels,  not  ezceedmg  twelve, 
nor  carrying  more  than  twenty-two  guns  each,  to 
be  armed,  fitted  out,  and  manned,  under  bis  direc- 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  etiacted,  That  the 
number  and  grade  of  the  officers  to  be  appointed  for 
the  service  of  the  said  vessela,  shall  be  fixed  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  a*  well  as  the 
number  of  men,  of  which  the  respective  crewa 
shall  be  composed,  who,  aa  well  officers  aa  aet- 
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es,  shall  TeceJTe  the  same  pay  aod 
sQbsutence,  be  enlilled  lo  the  Eame  advanlages 
and  compensBtioDE, be  ^verned  by  ibesame  rules 
ftnd  regulalions,  and  been^gedrortheBame  time, 
and  00  ibe  same  conditioDE,  as  W  ao  >ct  of  the 
United  Stales,  passed  the  first  of  July,  one  tbou- 
aand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  entitled 
''  An  act  providing  a  naval  armament,"  is  ascer- 
isined  and  established,  as  fully,  as  if  the  particu- 
lar provisions  of  that  act,  having  reference  there- 
to, were  herein  Inserted  at  large.  Provided  ai- 
vayt,  and  be  it  further  tnacUd,  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  cause  the  term  of  enlistment  of 
the  seamen  and  marines  to  be  employed  in  any 
resiel  of  [he  United  Sutes,  to  be  extended  be- 
yond one  year. if  the  vessel  should  then  beat  sea, 
and  until  ten  days  after  such  vesGel  shall  arrive 
in  some  convenient  port  of  the  United  Stales 
thereafter ;  anvlhiug  coalained  in  this  act,  or  in 
tiie  act  entitlea'^  An  act  providing  aPiava)  Estab- 
liihment,"  to  the  contrary  aotwithstanding. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  of- 
ficers of  the  aforesaid  vessels  may,  during  the  re- 
cess of  the  Senate,  be  appointed  and  commission- 
ed by  the  President  alone. 

Sec.  1.  And  bt  it  further  enaeUd,  That  the 
•um  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
be  and  are  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  beyond  the 
apptopriBtions  that  may  heretofore  have  been 
cbarged  thereon  for  the  ' 

olQecta  of  this  act  into  el    _ 

Approved,  April  87, 1798. 

An  Act  to  provide  an  additional  regiment  of  ariiUerists 
and  engineers. 
Be  it  enacted.  That  an  additional  regiment  of 
artillerists  and  engineers  shall  and  may  be  engaged 
by  voluntary  enlistments,  to  serve  for  the  term  of 
five  years,  anless  sooner  discharged,  and  to  be  or- 

Enized  as  foUons ;  that  is  to  say  :  There  shall 
one  lieutenant  colonel  commandant ;  oneadjU' 
tant  I  one  surgeon  j  and  three  battalions,  each  to 
consist  of  one  major ;  one  adjutant  and  paymas- 
ter; one  surgeon's  mate;  ana  four  companies,  of 
one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  two  cadets  with  the 
pay,  clothing,  and  rations  of  a  sergeant;  four  ser- 
geants ;  four  corporals  ;  forty-two  privates,  saj)- 
pers  and  mittcrs;  ten  artificers  to  serve  as  pri- 
TMes;  and  two  mosicians  in  each  company. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  ad- 
ditional regiment  which  shall  be  raised  ptirsoant 
to  this  act,  shall  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  Sutes,  for 
the  time  being;  and  the  commissioned  officers, 
noD-commissioned officers, privates,  artificers,  and 
musicians,  who  shall  engage  in  the  said  regiment, 
shall  be  entitled  to  (he  same  bounty,  pay,  and  al- 
lowance, respectively,  according  to  their  corres- 
pondent ranks,  as  are,  or  shall  be,  by  law,  author- 
ized and  provided  for  the  other  parts  of  the  same 
«stabliahmeot,  and  shall  be  governed  by  the  same 
rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  shall  be  armed  and 
accoutred,  in  such  manner  as  the  President  of  the 


United  States  shall  direct,  and  shall  and  may  be 
employed  by  him  in  detachments,  or  otherwise,ia 
the  field,  or  the  fortifications  upon  the  eeacoasi.  ts, 
in  his  opinion,  the  public  service  shall  require. 

Sec.  3.  Ami  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  War  shall  provide,  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 


id  apparatus,  for  the  u 
regiment. 

Approved,  April  27,  17B8. 


Be  it  enacted,^..  That  as  soon  i 
ihall  be  made  by  tbe  State  of  Tir^ 


as  a  cessioo 
r^nia  to  the 
United  Stales,  of  the  jurisdiction  over  a  tract  of 
land  proper  for  the  purpose,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorizeo  to  pro- 
vide, by  contract,  lo  be  approved  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  for  building  a  light-house  on 
Old  Point  Comfort,  in  the  said  State,  and  lo  fD^ 
nish  the  same  with  all  necessary  supplies;  and 
also  to  agree  for  the  salaries  or  wages  of  the  per- 
son or  persons  who  may  be  appointed  by  the  Pre- 
sident lor  the  superintendence  and  care  of  the 
same ;  and  that  tne  President  be  authorized  to 
make  the  said  appointments;  and  also,  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  ctnse 
six  buoys  to  be  placed  near  ibe  entrance  of  Port- 
land harbor,  in  the  State  of  Maasachnsetts.  at 
such  places  as,  in  bis  opinion,  will  best  secure  the 
navigation  of  the  said  port;  and  to  caose  the 
channel  of  Warren  river,  from  Narraganset  Bay 
to  (he  port  of  Warren,  in  (he  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  to  be  staked  out  and  distinctly  marked. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  there 
be  appropriated  and  paid,  out  of  the  moneys  aris- 
ing from  imporcs  and  tonnage,  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  for  the  purposes  afore- 
Approved,  April  S7,  1798. 

An  Act  to  eatabliih  an  Ezecativa  DepHtMeM,  to  be 
denominated  the  Depaitmant  of  the  Navy. 

Be  it  enofied,  fc.  That  there  shall  be  an  Ex- 
ecutive Department  under  the  denominatioM  of 
the  Department  of  the  Navy,  the  chief  officer  of 
which  shall  be  called  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be.  to  execute  such  orders  ai 
he  shall  receive  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  relative  to  the  procurement  of  naval  siores 
and  materials,  and  the  construction,  armameDl, 
equipmenr,  and  employment  of  vessels  of  war,  as 
well  as  all  other  matters  connected  with  the  Naval 
Establishment  of  the  United  States, 

Sec.  3.  And  be  il  fitrther  enacted  That  a  ptin- 
cipal  clerk,  and  sucb  other  clerks  as  he  shall  tnink 
necessary,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  who  shall  be  employed  in  soeh  mana« 
as  he  shall  deem  most  expedient.  In  case  of  va^ 
cancy  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary,  by  removal 
or  otherwise,  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  principal 
clerk  to  take  the  charge  and  custody  of  all  the 
books,  records,  and  documents  otths  siud  office. 
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Sec.  a  Atid  be  U  JurOer  macted.  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  ti&vy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized and  empowered,  immediately  after  he 
shall  be  appointed,  and  shall  enter  upoii  the  duties 
of  his  office,  to  take  posseEuon  of  all  the  records, 
books,  a  ltd  documents,  and  all  other  matters  and 
things  apperlainiag  to  ibis  department,  which  are 
now  deposited  in  the  office  of  ibe  Secretary  of 
War. 

Sec.  4.  Atid  be  U  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  ai 
annual  salarv  of  three  thousand  dollars,  payabii 
quarter  yearly  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  mad  the  respective  clerks  in  the  office    ' 
the  said  department,  shall  receive  the  bame  coi 
pensaiions  and  be  subject  to  the  same  regulatioi 
as  are  prorided  by  an  act,  supplemental  to  the  a 
estahlishing  the  Treasury  Department,  and  foi 
Airther  compensation  to  certain  officers,  in   t 
offices  of  the  other  Executive  Departments. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  itfitriher  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  an  act,  entitled,  "An  act  to  establish  an  Execu- 
tive Department,  to  be  denominated  the  Depai 
ment  of  War,"  as  vests  any  of  the  powers  co 
templated  by  the  provisioas  of  this  act,  in  the  Se- 
cretary for  the  Department  of  War,  shall  be  re- 
pealed, from  and  after  the  period  when  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  shall  enter  on  the  duties  of  his 
office. 
Approved,  April  3D,  1796. 

An  Act  to  anthoriu  eertun  officer*  and  other  person* 
to  adnuuatar  oadu. 
Be  U  maeted,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, a  Chairman  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
or  a  chairman  of  a  select  committee  of  either 
House,  shall  be  empowered  to  administer  oaths 
oraffirmationslo  witnesses,  in  any  case  under  their 
examination. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furlher  enacted,  That  If  any 
person  shmtl  wilfully,  absolutely,  and  falsely  swear 
or  affirm,  tonching  any  matter  or  thing  material 
to  the  point  in  question,  whereto  he  or  she  shall 
be  thus  exftmined,  every  person  so  offending,  and 
being  thereof  duly  eonvieted,  shall  be  subjected 
to  the  pains,  penalties,  and  disabiliriea,  which,  by 
law,  are  prescribed  tor  [he  punishment  of  the 
crime  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 
Approved,  May  3,  1796. 


.  _ heretofore  appropriated,  remain- 

iDff  unexpended,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  appropria- 
ted, and  ebJIaDd  may  be  paid  out  of  aoy  moneys 
not  befoce  appropriated,  to  make  and  complete,  at 
tfie  diacretion  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  the  fortifications  heretofore  directed  for 
eertaJB  porta  and  harbors,  and  to  erect  fortitica- 
tions  in  any  other  place  or  {dtMCs  as  the  public 


safety  shall  require,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales;  aod  which  other  forti- 
fications he  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
erected,  under  his  direction,  from  time  to  time,  a* 
he  shall  judge  necessary. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  where 
any  State,  which  was  found  indebted  to  the  United 
Stales,  by  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  for 
settling  the  accounts  between  the  United  Sutes 
and  the  individual  Slates,  shall,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  pro- 
ceed to  finish  or  complete  any  fortifications  here- 
tofore commenced  by  such  State,  for  the  defence 
of'any  part  or  harbor  within  the  same,  or  shall, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Fresideot  of  the  United 
States,  make  aod  erect  an;  additional  fortifica- 
tions, purinant  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  further  defence  of  the  ports  and  nar- 
bots  within  the  United  Slates,"  as  well  the  pre- 
vious expenditures  made  since  the  twentieth  daj 
of  March,  one  thousandseven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four,  which  shall  he  approved  by  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  as  llie  eipenditures  which  have 
been,  or  which  shall  be  directed  by  him,  shall  be 
allowed  and  credited  to  such  State,  on  account  of 
the  balance  found  and  reported  as  aforesaid : 
Provided,  That  no  expenditure  exceeding  th« 
balance  found  and  reported  against  the  respective 
State,  shall  be  allowed  as  aforesaid;  and  ororided, 
that  the  fortifications  for  which  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  expenditure,  shall  be  so  allowed  and 
credited  as  aforesaid,  with  their  privileges  and 
appurtenances,  shall  be,  and  shall  be  declared  aDd 
established  as  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
while  maintained  by  them. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  these 
words  of  the  said  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
further  defence  of  the  pons  and  harbors  of  the 
United  Stales  "  thai  is  to  say,  "  Provided,  That 
the  States  shall  and  do  cede  to  the  United  States, 
ihe  ilands  or  places  on  which  such  fortifications 
shall  be  so  erected,  in  cases  where  the  lands  are 
the  property  of  such  States,"  shall  be,  and  the 

me  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  May  3,  1798, 


Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  shall  be,  and  here- 
*"'  '  appropriated,  and  shall  and  may  be  paid  out 
ly  moneys  not  before  appropriated,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  Statei, 
purchase  as  soon  as  may  be,  a  sufficient  number 
cannon ;  also,  a  supply  of  small  arms,  and  of 
ammuniilon  and  military  stores,  to  be  depositadj 
and  used,  as  will  be  most  conducive  to  ihe  puUic 
skfety  and  defence,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Preai- 
dent  of  the  United  States. 

;c.  2.  And  be  it  fia-Over  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  he,  and  he  is  here- 
authorized,  in  case  he  shall  find  it  impractica- 
...  M)  procure  hy  purchase,  with  certainty  and  de- 
spatch proportionate  to  the  necessities  of  the  pub- 
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E  service,  the  caniioii  aod  arms  berebv  required, 
id  SDV  consiilerable  pan  iherpof  shall  be  likely 
I  be  deficient,  lo  isbe,  by  lease^  for  a  term  of 


years,  or  by  sale  in  fee,  lo  [he  United  States, 
or  more  suitable  place  or  places  where  caaooo  or 
amall  arms  may  be  adraatageously  cast  and  man- 
ufactured, and  shall  and  may  there  establish  foun- 
dries and  armories  for  the  msuufacture  of  the 
same  respectirely,  and  shall  cause  suitable  arti- 
iSDS  and  laborers  to  be  there  employed  for  account 
of  the  United  Slates;  and  shall  and  may  appoint 
one  or  more  persons  to  superintend  the  said  works 
under  the  direcrion  of  the  Department  of  War. 
And  an  account  of  the  expendiiurea  nhich  shall 
be  incurred  in  forming  and  employing  these  estab- 
lishments, and  of  the  cannon  and  arms  which 
shall  be  cast  and  manufactured  therein  respect- 
ively, shall  be  laid  before  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  at  their  neit  session,  and  annually 
thereafter,  so  Ions  as  the  same  shall  be  continued. 

Bec.  3.  And  be  it  furth^  enacted,  That  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  shall  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated,  and  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  moneys  not  before  appropriated,  for  the  hire, 
purchase,  and  employ  of  the  said  foundries  and 
armories,  respectively,  in  case  such  establish- 
ments shall  be  found  necessary,  as  hereinbefore 
provided. 

Approved,  May  4,  179S. 

An  Act  to  anUioriM  the  Prendent  of  the  United'  States 
to  caose  to  ba  purchased,  or  bnilt,  a  number  of  small 
vesMla,  to  be  equipped  as  galleys,  or  otherwiHi. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  if 
the  same  shall  appear  to  him  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  United  States,  to  cause  a  num- 
ber of  small  vessels,  not  exceeding  ten,  to  be  built 
or  purchased,  and  id  be  fitted  out,  manned,  armed 
,    n  theser- 
niled   States,  the  officers  and   men 
to  De  on  ttie  same  pay,  and  to  receive  the  same 
subsistence,  as  officers  of  the  same  raob  and  men 
are  entitled  to  in  the  Navy  of  the  United   States. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  Thai  ihe 
said  officers  shall  be  appointed  and  commissioned 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  alone,  dur- 
ing the  recess  of  the  Senate;  and  the  said   gal- 
leys or  vessels  shall  be  stationed  in  such  parts  of 
the  United  Stales  as  he  may  direct. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  sum 
of  eighty  thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approred^May  4, 1798. 

Aff  Act  directing  the  paynieDt  of  a  detachment  of 
militia,  fin  ■erriees  pcrlbntied  in  the  year  one  IhoQ' 
■and  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  tmder  Major 
James  Ore. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  proper  accounting 
officers  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  set- 
tle the  acouQts  of  (he  miiiiia  who  served  on  an 
ezpediiioD  commanded  by  Major  James  Ore, 
agaiosi  the  lower  Cherokee  Indians,  in  the  year 


one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four ;  and 
that  the  same  Ik  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  May  8.  1798. 


Ibrco  a  part  of  an  act  reapedini 
the  compensation  lo  the  officers  and  maiiaan  of  the 

Be  it  enacted,  ^..  That  the  first  section  of  an 
act  passed  the  siitJt  day  of  May,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-six,  entitled  "An  act 
making  further  provision  relative  to  the  revenue 
cutters,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  cootinned  in 
force  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Approved,  May  8, 1798. 

An  Act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  Ihe  act  reapect- 
ing  the  compenaatian  of  clerki,  and  for  other  por- 

Be  it  enacted,  S^.,  That  the  act  passed  on  the 
ihirleenih  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-sil,  entitled  ''An  act  to  regulate 
the  compensation  of  clerks,"  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  revived  and  continued  in  force  until  the 
&nt  day  of  January  next. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  tt  further  enacted,  That,  to  the 
aggregate  of  compensation  for  clerks  in  the  pres- 
ent year,  as  fixed  pursuant  to  the  aforesaid  act, 
there  shall  be  added,  during  the  present  year,  the 
following  sums^  to  wit ;  In  the  War  Department, 
one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars,  for  such  addi- 
tional clerks  as  the  Secretary  of  that  Deparimenl 
shall  think  fit;  in  the  Treasury  Department,  three 
thousand  dollars,  for  enabling  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor  to  employ  such  clerks  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary in  adjusting  and  settling  the  accounts 
which  originated  under  the  Government  of  the 
United  Slates,  prior  to  the  fourth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
sum  ofone  hundred  dollars  be  allowed  and  paid,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninetv- 
eight,  to  each  of  the  principal  and  engrossing  cierss 
in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ;  also, 
the  like  sum  to  the  SerKcant-at-Arms  ol  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  lo  each  of  the  Doorkeepers 
and  Assistant  Doorkeepers  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  in  addition  to  the  compensation  hereto- 
fore allowed  them  by  law. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
aforesaid  sums,  together  with  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred dollars  additional  allowaitce  for  a  clerk  in 
the  Mist,  granted  by  the  aforesaid  act,  shall  be 

Cid  out  ofthe  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dot- 
's, reset        " , 
the  debt  ofthe  United  States.' 
Approved,  May  14,  1798. 

An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "  An  ad  to  amend 
axi&  repeal,  in  part,  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  aaeei- 
tain  and  fii  the  Military  EBtablialunent  of  iIm  Um- 
tedSuteb" 
Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  Brigadier  Ocnetal 

who  is  now,  oi  may  hereafter  be,  in  the  aerrice  of 
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bis  brigade  major  aod  ioapei 
from  tEe  eommi»ioDed  officers  in  ibe  line  of  the 
army  ;  aod  that  so  much  of  ihe  second  seclioD  of 
Ibe  act  eDtiiled  "  An  act  to  amend  aod  repeat,  in 

Crl,  Ihe  act  entitled  'An  act  lo  ssceilaiD  an  J  fix  the 
ilttary  Eslablishmpnt  of  the  United  Sutta,"  ai 
eoofines  the  choice  of  brigade  major  and  inspector 
to  the  captains  and  subalietoG  of  the  line,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sic.  2.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacUd,  That  the 
accouDling  officers  of  the  Treasury  shitl  allow  to 
Major  Gushing  the  monthly  pay,  rations,  forage, 
and  allowances  for  the  nrae,  aa  established  l>y 
law,  for  an  inspector,  during-  the  time  he  has  acted 
in  said  capacity  by  appointment  of  Qeneral  Wil- 
kinson. 

Approved,  May  23, 1798. 

An  Act  authorbing  tba  Prasidantof  the  United  States 
to  raise  ■  ProTiuonal  Ann;. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  in 
the  event  of  a  declaration  of  war  against  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  of  actual  invasion  ot  their  territory 
by  a  foreign  Power,  or  of  immineai  danger  of 
such  invasion  discovered,  in  hia  opinion,  lo  exist, 
before  the  next  session  of  Conoress,  to  cause  to  b^ 
enlisted,  and  to  call  into  actual  service,  a  number 
of  troops,  not  exceeding  tea  thousand  non-com- 
raissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  to  be 
enlisted  for  b  term  not  exceeding  three  years ; 
each  of  whom  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  boun- 
ty of  ten  dollars,  one-half  on  enlisting,  and  the 
other  half  on  joioing  the  corps  to  whicn  he  may 
belong. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurlher  enacted,  That  the 
President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  or- 
ganize, with  a  suitable  number  of  Major  Qener- 
als,  aud  conformably  to  the  Military  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,  the  said  troops  into 
corps  of  artillery,  cavalry,  and  infantry,  as  the  ex- 
igencies of  the  service  may  require  ;  and,  in  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  atone  to  appoint  the  cAm- 
missioned  officers.  The  appointment  of  the  field 
officers  to  be  subntitted  lo  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  at  their  next  subsequent  meeting. 
The  commissioned  anil  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates,  raised  in  pursuance  of  this 
act,  shall  oe  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war,  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the 
army,  and  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay,  clothing, 
rations,  forage,  and  all  other  emoluments,  bounty 
excepted,  and  in  case  of  wounds  or  disability,  re- 
ceived in  service,  to  the  same  compensation  ai 
the  troops  of  the  United  States  are  by  law  en- 
titled. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  addi' 
lion  to  the  aforesaid  number  of  troops,  the  Presi- 
dent  is  hereby  empowered,  at  any  time  within 
three  years  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  if  in  hia 
opinion  the  public  interest  shall  require, 
cept  of  nny  company  or  companies  of  volnnteers, 
either  of  artillery,  cavalry,  or  infantry,  who 
tOAj  asaociate  and  offer  themselves  for  the  ser- 


vice, who  shall  be  armed,  clothed,  and  equip- 
ped at  their  own  expense,  and  whose  commis- 
lioned  officers  the  President  is  hereliy  author- 
ized to  appoint ;  who  shall  he  liable  to  be  called 
upon  to  do  military  duty  at  any  time  the  Presi- 
dent shall  judge  proper,  within  twp  years  after  he 
shall  accept  the  same ;  and  when  called  into  ac- 
tual service,  and  while  remaining  in  the  same, 
shall  be  under  the  same  rules  and  r^ulationa,  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay,  rations,  forage, 
and  emoluments  of  every  kind,  ezcepliog  bounty 
and  clothing,  as  the  other  troops  to  be  raised  by 
this  act. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  Jurtlier  enacted,  That  in  case 
any  such  volunteer,  while  in  actual  service,  and 
in  the  line  of  his  duty,  sustains  any  damage,  by 
injury  done  to  hia  horse,  arms,  or  equipage,  or  by 
loss  of  the  same,  without  any  fault  or  negligence 
on  his  part,  a  reasonable  sura,  to  be  ascertained  in 
such  manner  as  the  President  shall  direct,  shall 
be  allowed  for  each  and  every  such  damage  or 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it/itrther  ettaOed,  That  when- 
ever the  Preiideni  shall  deem  it  expedient,  he  is 
hereby  empowered  to  appoint,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  a  commander 
of  the  army  which  may  be  raised  by  virtue  of 
[his  act,  and  who,  being  commissioned  as  Lieu- 
tenant Oeneral,  may  be  authorized  to  command 
the  armies  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  following  pay  and  emoluments,  viz: 
two  hundred  and  fitly  dollars  monthly  pay,  fifty 
dollars  monthly  allowance  for  forage,  when  the 
same  shall  not  be  provided  by  the  United  States, 
and  forty  rations  per  day,  or  money  in  lieu  there- 
of at  the  current  price,  who  .nhall  nave  authority 
to  appoint,  from  time  lo  time,  such  number  of 
aids  not  exceeding  four,  and  secretaries  not  ex- 
ceeding two,  as  be  may  judge  proper,  each  to 
have  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  lieuten- 
ant colonel. 

Sbc.  e.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever the  President  shall  deem  it  expedient,  he  is 
hereby  empowered,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  Ihe  Senate,  to  appoint  an  Inspector  Gen- 
eral with  the  rank  of  Major  G}eneral,and  the  Ma- 
jor Generals  aud  Inspector  General  shall  each  be 
eniitled  to  the  following  pay  and  emoluments, 
viz :  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  monthly  pay, 
twenty  dollars  monthly  allowance  for  foragk 
when  the  same  is  not  provided  by  the  United 
Slates,  and  fifteen  rations  per  day.  or  money  in 
lieu  thereof  at  the  current  price ;  and  shall  be,  and 
ihey  are  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  two  aids, 
each  of  whom  snail  have  the  rank,  pay,and  emol- 
uments of  a  major.  And  at  the  lime  aforesaid, 
the  President  is  further  empowered,  by  and  wiUi 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint 
an  Adjutant  General,  who  shall  have  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emolnments  of  a  brigadier  general.  And 
the  President  is  hereby  authorized  alone  to  ap- 
point, from  time  to  time,  when  he  shall  judge 
proper,  assistant  inspectors  lo  every  separate  por-  ' 
lion  of  the  army,  consisting  of  one  or  more  divis- 
ions, who  shall  ne  deputy  adjutant  generals  there- 
of, respectively,  aod  who  shall  be  taken  from  the 
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line  of  the  army,  and  allowed,  in  addi 
paj,  eight  dollars  per  month ;  aod  likewise  to  ap- 
point Jospecion  and  sub-iDspeetors  to  each  bti- 
^dt  and  corps  of  every  deEcription,  at  his  dtscre- 
tioD,  taking  them  from  the  line  of  the  army,  and 
they  shall  each  receive,  while  acting  in  said  capa- 
city, an  addiiioaal  pay  of  six  dollars  per  month. 
BBC.  7.  And  be  it  Jurthtr  enacted.    That  ' 


case  the  Preaident  shall  iudpe  the  employmeai  of 
a  qiiarterma«ter  ceoeral.  physican  general,  and 
paymaster  general,  or  either  of  them,  essential  (o 


the  public  interest,  he  is  hereby  authorized,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  coosent  of  the  Senate, 
to  appoint  the  same  accordingly,  who  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  rank,  pay,  end  emolnmenti  which 
follow,  viz:  quartermaster  general,  the  rank,  pay. 
and  emolumeou  uf  a  lieutenant  colonel  \  physi- 
cian general  and  paymaster  general,  each  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  a  lientenant  colonel :  Pro- 
vUtd.  That  in  case  the  President  shall  judge  it 
aipedient  to  appoint  a  commander  of  the  army, 
an  inspector  seneral,  adjutant  general,  quarter- 
master general,  physician  general,  and  paymaster 
general,  or  either  of  them,  in  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  nnke  any  or 
all  of  aaid  appointraenls.  and  grant  commissions 
thereon,  whieh  shall  expii«  at  the  end  of  the  next 
snsion  of  the  Senate  thertafter. 

8bo.  8.  And  be  it  Jwrther  enacted,  That  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  respecting  the  regula- 
tions and  emoluoients  of  recruiting  officers :  pun- 
ishment of  persoiH  who  shall  procare  or  entice  a 
soldier  to  desert,  or  shall  porchase  his  arms,  uni 
form,  clothing,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  the  pun- 
ishment of  everv  commanding  ofBcer  of  any  ship 
or  vessel  who  shall  receive  on  board  his  ship  or 
resael  as  one  of  his  crew,  knowing  him  to  hare 
deserted,  or  otherwise  carry  away  any  soldier,  ot 
lefuse  to  deliver  him  up  to  the  orders  of  his  com- 
manding officer  ;  and  the  law  respecting  the  oath 
or  affirmation  to  be  taken  by  officers,  oon-commis- 
■ionedofficersjmusLeianx,and  privates;  andrespect- 
ing  the  inserting  of  conditions  in  the  enlistments; 
andall  other  laws  respeelingihe Military  Establish- 
ment of  the  UoitedSlates,  excepting  in  such  cases 
where  different  and  specific  regulations  are  made 
by  this  act,  shall  be  in  force  and  apply  to  all  per- 
sons, matters,  and  things  within  tne  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act,  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
would  were  they  inserted  at  large  in  the  same. 

Sbo.  9.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  the 
commander  of  the  army,  inspector  general,  adju- 
tant general,  quartermaster  general,  physician 
general,  and  payniasier  general,  and  the  general, 
field,  and  commissioned  officers  who  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  respeitivefy 
continue  in  commission  during  snch  term  only 
at  the  President  shall  judge  requisite  for  the  pub- 
lic service,  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
President  to  discharge  the  whole  or  any  part  of 
the  troops,  which  may  be  raised  or  accepted  under 
the  authority  of  this  act,  whenever  he  snail  judge 
the  measure  consistent  with  the  public  sa^y. 

Sbc.  10.  And  be  UJarthtr  enacted,  That  no 
eommisrioned  or  staff  officer,  who  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  virtue  ot  this  act,  shall  be  eatided  to, 


mts  until  he  shall  be  called 


receive  pay  o 

into  actual  service,  nor  for  any  longer  ti 

he  shall  continue  therein;  Provided.  Nothing  in 

this  section  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  captains 

and  subalterns  from  receiving  pay  and  emids- 

ments  while  employed  in  the  recruiting  aerviee: 

And,  provided  aUo,  That  no  enlistment  shall  take 

place  by  virtue  of  this  act  after  three  years  frmn 

the  passing  thereof. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  Jurtktr  enaeUd,  That  it 
shall  he  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  at  his  discretion,  upon  the  request  of 
any  militia  corps,  establiihed  bylaw  in  any  State, 
disposed  to  inform  themselves  m  the  me  of  artil- 
lery, or  the  Executive  of  any  State,  in  behalf  of 
such  corps,  lo  suffer  to  be  loaned  to  them  such 

Sieces,  not  exceeding  two  to  any  one  corps  of  the 
eld  artillery  of  the  United  States,  as  may  beraoit 
conveniently  spared,  to  be  taken,  removed,  and  re- 
turned, at  the  expense  of  the  party  requesting; 
who  are  to  be  accountable  for  the  same,  and  to 
give  receipts  accordingly. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  fitrlJitr  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  when,  under  his  orders,  antr 
poitioo  oftbeiniliiia,  or  anv  volaoteer  corps,  shall 
be  called  forth  and  engaged  in  the  actual  service 
of  the  United  States,  to  snSer  to  be  loaned,  at  the 
request  of  the  Executive  of  (he  State  from  which 
such  militia  shall  be  trailed  forth,  or  of  such  vol- 
unteer corps,  BTOearing  to  be  unavoidably  deS- 
cient,  a  supply  of  Geld  artillery,  arms,  and  accott- 


from  the  arsenals  of  the  United  StaMs, 
as  tne  case  may  require ;  proper  receipts  and  seen- 
rity  being  given  to  be  accountable  to  retom  the 
same,  the  accidents  of  the  service  excepted. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  purchased  and 
procured  a  quantity  of  caps,  swords,  or  sabres,  and 
pistols  with  holsters,  not  exceeding  what  may  be 
sufficient  for  four  thousand  cavalry,  and  to  be  de- 
posited in  the  parts  of  the  United  States  where 
he  shall  deem  it  most  convenient,  for  the  supply  of 
anv  corps  of  cavalry  which  shall  be  called  into  the 
actual  service  of  the  United  States,  and  which  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may  loan  upon  the 
terms  and  the  like  receipts,  to  be  aeccrantabte 
as  hereinbefore  provided.  And  for  this  purpose 
and  towards  detraying  the  expenses  which  may 
be  necessarily  incurred  before  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  in  executing  the  other  purposes  of  this 
act,  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  appropriated,  and 
shall  and  may  be  paid  at  the  Treasurr,  under  the 
orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  out 
of  any  money  not  already  appropriated. 

Sec.  U.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
private  soldiers  who  are,  and  who  shall  be,  enlist- 
ed and  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  exempted 
during  their  term  of  service,  from  all  Dcrsonal  ar- 
rests for  any  debt  or  contract.  Ann  whenever 
any  eoldier  shall  be  arrested,  whether  by  mem* 
process  or  in  execution,  contrary  to  the  intent 
hereof,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Judge  of  the 
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District  Court  of  the  district  in  which  the  arrest 
jhsll  happen,  and  of  any  Justice  of  the'Snpreme 
Court  01  the  United  States,  and  of  anp  court  or 
jodge  of  a  Slate,  who,  by  the  laws  of  stich  State, 
trt  authorized  to  issue  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  re- 
ipecttrely,  on  application  by  any  officer  of  the 
corps  ia  which  such  soldier  ahall  be  engaged,  to 

EDt  a  writ  of  habeai  cor^  retorntole  before 
isetf;  aad,  upon  daefaeartng  and  examination, 
in  t  sammary  mannn,  to  dischar^  the  soldier 
from  inch  arrest,  taking  common  bail,  if  required, 
in  any  case  upon  mesne  process,  and  commit  him 
totbeappticaot,  or  some  other  officer  of  the  same 

i^ved,  Hay  98,  1796. 


An  Act  more  eflectuall;  to  protect  the 
GouU  of  the  United  Statefl. 

Whereas  armed  ves»eU  sailing  uader  authority. 
or  pretence  of  authority,  from  the  Republic  of 
France,  have  committed  depredations  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  and  have  tecenily 
uplured  the  vessels  and  property  of  citizens  there- 
of, on  and  near  the  coast,  in  violation  of  the  law  of 
nations,  and  treaties  between  the  United  Si 
and  the  French  nation  :  Therefore. 

Be  a  etuKUd^^c,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  and  he  is  here- 
by authorized,  to  instruct  and  direct  the  command' 
ets  of  the  armed  ves«ek  belonging  to  the  Uuiied 
States,  to  seize,  lake,  and  bring  into  any  perl  of 
[h«  UDiied  Slatea,  to  be  proceeded  against  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  nations,  any  such  armed 
tesieL  which  shall  have  committed,  or  which 
shall  be  found  hovering  on  the  coasts  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  for  the  purpose  of  committing,  depreda- 
tions on  the  vessels  twlon^ing  to  citizens  thereof: 
and,  aUo,  to  retake  any  ship  or  vessel,  of  any  citi- 
zen or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  which  may 
lure  been  captored  by  any  such  armed  vessel, 

Approved.  May  28,  1798. 


Be  il  enacted,  4'C.i  That  any  person  imprisoned 
upon  execution  issuing  from  any  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  a  debt  due  to  the  United  States, 
which  be  shall  be  unable  to  pay,  may,  at  any  time 
sAet  cotoBiitmept,  make  application,  in  writing, 
lo  the  Secretary  oi  the  Treasury,  stating  the  cir- 
cumstance* of  bis  cue,  and  his  inability  to  dis- 
charge the  debt ;  and  it  shall  thereupon  be  lawful 
for  tbK  said  Secretary  to  make,  or  require  to  be 
made,  au  examination  and  inquiry  into  the  cir- 
CDmsiances  of  the  debtor,  either  by  the  oath  or  af- 
firmation of  the  debtor,  (which  the  said  Secretary, 
«  any  other  person  by  hira  specially  appointed,  »re 
hereby  author ized  loadmiDiater,)  or  otherwise  ~- 
the  aaid  Secretary  shall  deem  necessary  and 
pedient,  to  ascertain  the  truth:  and  upon  proof 
oeine  made  to  his  satisfaction^  that  tueh  debtor  is 
nntUe  lo  par  the  debt  for  which  he  is  imprisoned, 
and  that  he  nalh  not  concealed,  or  made  any  con- 
vejanee  of  hia  estate,  in  trust,  for  himself,  or  with 
U  intent  lo  defraud  the  United  Stales,  or  depri' 


them  of  their  legal  priority,  the  said  Secretary  is 
hereby  authorized  to  receive  from  such  debtor, 
any  deed,  assignment,  or  conveyance  of  the 
real  or  personal  estate  of  such  debtor,  if  any 
he  hath,  or  any  collateral  security,  to  the  use  of 
the  United  States ;  and  upon  a  compiiance  by  the 
debtor  with  such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  said 


lawful  for  the  said  Secretary  to  issue  his  order, 
under  his  hand,  to  the  keeper  of  the  prison,  direct- 
ing him  to  discharge  such  debtor  from  his  impris- 
oameot  under  such  execution,  and  he  shall  be  ac- 
cordingly discharged,  and  shall  not  be  liable  to  be 
imprisoned  again  Tor  the  said  debt ;  but  the  judg- 
ment shall  remain  good  and  sufficient  in  law,  and 
may  be  satisfied  out  of  any  estate  which  may 
then,  OT  at  any  time  afterwards,  belong  to  the 
debtor. 

Sec.  8.  And  bf.  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall  falsely  take  an  oath  or  affirmation 
under  this  act,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  per- 
jury, and  be  subject  to  the  pains  and  penal tien 
provided  in  the  third  section  ot  an  act,  entitled 
''  An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 
debt." 

Sec.  3.  Arid  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
benefit  of  this  act  shall  not  be  extended  to  any 
peraoii  imprisoned  for  any  fine,  forfeiture,  or  pen- 
alty, incurred  by  a  breach  of  any  law  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  for  moneys  bad  and  received  by  any 
officer,  agent,  or  other  person,  for  their  use. 

Approved,  June  6, 1798. 

An  Act  iDp^ementar;  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  bf 
the  idief  of  pnMoa  impriunad  fin  dabt." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  Thai  any  person  imprisoned 
upon  process  bsuing  from  any  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  ttay  civil  action,  against  whom  judg* 
men!  has  been,  or  shall  be  recovered,  shall  tie  en- 
tftled  to  the  privileges  and  relief  provided  by  an 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  inf 
prisoned  for  debt,"  under  the  regulations  and  re- 
strictions of  the  same  act,  after  the  expiration  of 
thirty  days  from  the  time  such  judgment  has 
been  or  shall  be,  recovered,  though  the  creditM 
should  not,  witbin  that  time,  sue  out  his  execu- 
tion, and  charge  the  debtor  therewith. 

Approved,  JiiBe  6,  1798. 


regiatered  debt,  credited  in  the  books  of  the  Treasury. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.,  That  so  much  of  the  act,  en- 
titled  "  An  act  making  further  provision  for  the 
support  of  public  credit,  and  for  the  redemption  of 
the  public  debt,"  passed  the  third  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  as 
bars  from  settlement  or  allowance,  certificates, 
commonly  called  Loan  Office  and  final  settlement 
certificates,  and  indents  of  interest,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  suspended  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act;  a  notifi- 
cation of  which  temporary  susnensionof  theactof 
limitation  shall  be  poblished  by  the  Secretary  of 
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the  Treasuty,  for  the  iDformation  of  the  holders 
of  the  wid  certificates,  ID  one  or  more  of  the  pub- 
lic papers  in  each  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  ilfuHher  enacted.  That  on  the 
liquidation  and  settlement  of  sach  of  the  said  cer- 
tincaies  and  indents  of  interest,  as  may  be  pre- 
sented at  the  Treasury,  pursuant  to  this  act,  the 
creditors  shall  be  allowed  to  receire  certificates  of 
funded  three  per  cent,  slock  of  the  United  States, 
equal  to  the  said  indents,  and  the  arrearages  of 
interest  due  on  tbeir  said  certificates,  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety  one. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
principal  sums  of  the  said  Loan  Office  and  final 
setllemeni  certificates,  with  the  interest  thereon, 
since  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  niaety-oae,  shall  and  may  be  dis- 
charged, after  liquidation  at  the  Treasury,  by  the 
pavmenl  of  interest  and  reimbursement  of  princi- 
pal, equal  to  the  sums  which  have  been  payable 
thereon,  if  the  naid  certificates  bad  been  subscrib- 
ed, pursuant  to  the  acts  making  provision  for  the 
dents  of  the  United  States,  cootracted  duriog  the 
Late  war,  and  by  the  payment  of  other  sums,  equal 
to  the  market  Talue  of  the  remaining  funded 
stock  which  would  have  been  created  by  subscrip- 
tions as  aforesaid  ;  which  market  value  shall  be 
determined  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Beo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars  shall  be,  and  hereby  is, 
appropriated  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  to  be  paid 
out  01  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
■nd  after  the  passing  of  tliis  act,  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  issue,  or 
cause  to  be  issued,  any  certificates  of  registered  or 
unfunded  debt;  and  that,  to  satisfy  such  claims 
for  services,  or  supplies,  furnished  or  done  prior  to 
the  establishment  of  the  present  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  as  shall  be  allowed  according 
to  law,  aod  the  course  of  settlement  at  the  Treas- 
ury, there  be  appronriated  a  sum  DOt  exceeding 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Seo.  6.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  shall  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  required  to  reimburse,  or  cause  to 
be  reimbursed,  the  principal  sums  of  the  unfunded 
or  registered  debt  of  the  United  States,  credited 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  and  Coromissioners 
pf  Loans ;  and  that  thev  cause  a  notification  to  be 
published,  informing  tde  creditors,  generally,  of 
the  said  reimbursement,  and  that  interest  on  the 
said  debts  will  cease  at  the  expiration  of  six 
months  after  the  date  of  the  said  notification  ;  and 
that  a  sum  not  exceeding  ninety  thousand  dollars 
be  appropriated  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  debts 
aforesaid,  oat  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  nOI 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  JuHher  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  creditors  of  the  unfunded  or  re- 

fistered  debt  aforesaid,  to  receive  certificates  of 
unded  three  per  cent,  stock,  equal  to  the  arrear- 


ages of  interest  due  to  them,  respectively,  prior  to 
the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hoa- 
dred  and  oinely-one ;  and  on  the  tequisiiion  of 
each  or  any  of  the  said  creditors,  the  proper  offi- 
of  the  Treasury  are  hereby  required  lo  isstie, 
luse  lo  be  issued,  the  said  ceriiticates  of  fund- 
ed three  per  cent,  stock  accordingly. 
Approved,  June  13, 1798. 

An  Act  making  appropiiation*  for  the  Hilituy  BMk- 
liibiaeni,  for  th«  yen  one  thousuid  seven  hsndnd 
and  ninMy-eighl,  and  for  othsr  pnrpoict. 
Be  it  enacted^  *c.,  That,  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Eslablisbment  for  the  year  one  ibtmsuid 
seven  hundred  and  ninety  eight,  the  pa|  and  aiitr- 
sistence  of  the  officers  and  men;  bounties  and  |m- 
miums ;  the  clothing,  bospiiat,  ordnance,  quarter- 
master's and  Indian  departments;  the  defenslre 
protection  of  the  frontiers  ;  the  contingent  eipea- 
ses  of  the  War  Department,  and  the  payment  of 
military  pensions,  the  sum  of  one  millioDfouihuD- 
dred  and  eleven  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  dollars,  (including  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  already  appropriated oa 
account,)  he,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated ;  that  ii 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Statu, 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  six tv  four  thousiDd 
eighl  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars. 

For  the  subsistence  of  the  officers  of  the  Army, 
the  sum  of  forty  thousand  six  hundred  and  siily- 
one  dollars. 

For  the  subsistence  of  Ihe  non-eomtnissianed 
officers  and  privates,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
forty-seven  thousatid  one  hundred  and  serenly- 
ei^t  dollars. 

For  forage,  the  sum  of  fifleen  thousand  eiglu 
hundred  and  sixteen  dollars. 

For  equipmeoii  for  one  company  of  cavaliy, 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  horsqs  for  the  cavalry  to  replace  those 
which  may  die  or  become  unfit  for  service,  the 
sum  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  clothing,  the  sum  of  eigbiy-three  thousand 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  bounties  and  premiums,  the  sum  of  thirty- 
eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  hospital  department,  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  ordnaoce  department,  {he  sum  of  forty- 
three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  quartermaster's  deparlcnent,  the  sum  Of 
two  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Indian  department,  the  following  sumi. 
that  is  to  say  : 

For  the  payment  of  annuities  to  the  8ii  Na- 
tions, Chickasaws,  Cherokees,  and  Creeks,  the 
sum  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  attending  the  transportalioD 
of  goods  for  the  above  mentioned  anouities,  tht 
sum  of  nine  thousand  dollars. 

For  promoliog  civilization,  and  pay  of  tempo- 
rary agents,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  rations  to  Indians  at  the  difierent  militaiy 
posts,  and  within  their  respective  nations,  ihesM 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
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ibc  Stockbtidge  Indians,  agreeably  lo  a  treaty,  in 
Me  ihoDEand  sefen  hunared  anil  DlDety-four, 
ihree  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expeoass  for  preaeots  to  Indians 
on  their  TJsils  to  the  seat  of  OoTernment,  and  ex- 
peQNS  attending  their  journeya,  and  duringlheir 
tiay  in  Philadelphia,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  defensive  protection  of  the  frontiers  of 
the  United  States,  including;  the  erection  and  re- 
pair of  forts  and  fortiScations,  the  sum  of  sixty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  loss  uf  stores,  allowances  to  officers  on  be- 
ing ordered  to  distant  commands,  and  for  special 
purposes,  advertising' and  apprehending  deserters, 
ptiatiag,  for  purchasing  of  maps,  and  other  con- 
tingent expenses,  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lui. 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  the  ioTalids  of  the 
I^Dited  Stales,  for  their  pensions,  from  the  6th  of 
liarch,  one  thousand  seren  hnnilred  and  ninety- 
tight,  io  the  fourth  da^  of  Man-.h,  one  thousand 
Mrea  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  two  thousand  and  sixty-seven  dol- 
lar and  seven  cents. 

For  ihe  construction  and  repair  of  certain  ves- 
sels on  the  lakes,  in  the  service  of  Oorernment, 
lod  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers  and 
crews  of  (he  same,  sixteen  iboasand  seven  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  making  eood  a  deficiency  in  the  appropria- 
rioos  for  (he  subsistence  of  (he  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  of  (be  Army  of  (he  Uai(ed 
Slates,  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
aod  oinetv-seven,  the  sum  of  ooe  hundred  and 
fourteen  ttiousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
dollars  aod  ninety-five  cents. 

For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  expense  of  (be  quartermaster's  and 
Indian  depsriments ;  the  defensive  protection  of 
the  fioniiers,  bounties,  and  all  other  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  War  Department,  for*  the  year  one 
thoDsaod  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  the 
■umof  fifty-four  thousand  six  hnodred  andninety- 
foor  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  UJiaiheT  enacted.  That  the  ap- 
propriations hereinlwfore  made,  shall  be  paid  and 
discharged  out  of  the  surplus  of  (he  revenue  and 
income  beyond  the  appropriations  heretofore 
charged  thereon,  to  the  end  of  (he  present  year. 

Approved,  June  IS,  1798. 


Ad  Act  to  nupend  the  commerdsl  intercourse  between 
ttw  United  States  and  Frsnce,  and  lh«  dependenoies 
(benof. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That  no  ship  or  vessel,  own- 
ed, hired,  or  employed,  wholly  or  in  part,  by  any 
pmon  resident  within  (he  United  States,  and 
which  shall  depart  therefrom  after  the  first  day  of 
July  next,  shall  be  allowed  to  proceed  directly,  or 
from  any  intermediate  port  or  place,  to  any  port 
or  place  within  (he  territory  of  (he  French  Repub- 
lic, or  the  dependencies  thereof,  or  to  any  place  in 
ibe  West  Indies,  or  elsewhere,  under  (he  acknow- 


ledged government  of  Prance,  or  shall  be  employ- 
ed in  any  traffic  or  commerce  with,  or  for  any 
person  resident  within  the  jurisdiction,  or  undo' 
the  authority  of  the  French  Republic.  And  if 
any  ship  or  vessel,  iu  any  voyage  thereafter  com- 
mencing, and  before  her  return  within  the  United 
Stales,  shall  be  voluntarily  carried,  or  suflered  to 
proceed  to  any  French  pott  or  place  as  aforesaid, 
or  shall  be  employed  as  aforesaid,  contrary  to  the 
intent  hereof,  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  together 
with  her  cargo,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  shall  accrue. 
the  one  hatf^to  the  use  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
the  other  half  to  the  nse  of  any  person  or  persons, 
cEtizens  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  inform 
and  prosecute  for  the  same;  and  shall  be  liable  to 
be  seized,  prosecuted,  and  condemned  in  any  cir- 
cuit or  district  coun  of  the  UDi(ed  Stales  which 
shall  be  holden  within  or  for  the  district  where  the 
seiiure  shall  be  made. 

Sec.  S  Jnd6et(/ifrtAerenacfe[f,  That  after  the 
first  day  of  July  next,  no  clearance  for  a  foreign 
voyage  shall  be  granted  to  any  ship  or  vessel, 
ownM,  hired,  or  employed,  wholly  or  in  part,  by 
any  person  resident  within  the  United  States,  un- 
til a  bond  shall  be  given  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  wherein  the  owner  or  employer,  if  usually 
resident  or  present,  where  the  clearance  shall  M 
requited,  and  otherwise  bis  agent  or  factor,  and 
the  mHEter  or  captain  of  such  ship  or  vessel  for 
the  intended  voyage,  shall  be  parties,  in  a  sum 
equal  to  Ihe  valne  of  the  ship  oi  vessel,  and  her 
cargo,  and  shall  find  sufficient  surety  or  sureties, 
to  the  amount  of  one  half  the  value  thereof,  with 
condition  that  the  same  shall  not,  during  her  in- 
tended voyage,  or  before  her  return  within  the 
United  Slates,  proceed,  or  be  carried,  directly  or 
indirectly,  to  any  port  or  place  within  the  territory 
of  the  French  Republic,  or  the  dependencies  there- 
of, or  any  place  in  the  West  Indies,  or  elsewhere, 
tmder  (he  acknowledged  government  of  France^ 


shy  dislressof  weather,  or  want  of  provisions.' 
.ual  force  and  violence,  to  be  fully  proved 
lifested  before  the  acquittance  of  such 


bond ;  and  that  such  vessel  is  not,  c 
employed  during  her  intended  vojrage,  or  before 
her  return  as  aforesaid,  in  any  traffic  or  commerce 
with  or  lor  any  person  resident  within  the  territo- 
ry of  that  Republic,  or  in  any  of  the  dependencies 
thereof. 

Sec.  3.  And  beUJitrther  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  due  notice  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  no 
French  ship  or  vessel,  armeo  or  unarmed,  commis- 
sioned by  or  for.  or  under  the  authority  of  the 
French  Republic,  or  owned,  fitted,  hired,  or  em- 
ployed by  any  person  resident  within  the  territory 
of  Uiat  Republic,  or  any  of  the  dependencies  there- 
of, or  sailing  or  coming  therefrom,  excepting  any 
vessel  to  which  the  President  of  tbc  United  States 
shall  grant  a  passport,  which  he  is  berebv  author- 
ized to  grant  in  all  cases  where  it  shall  oe  requi- 
site for  the  purposes  of  any  political  or  national 
intercourse,  snail  be  allowed  an  entry,  or  to  remain 
within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  unless 
driven  there  by  distress  of  weather,  or  in  want  of 
provisions.  And  if,  contrary  to  the  intent  hereof, 
any  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  found  within  the 
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jurtidictiaiul  limiu  o(  ihe  Uaited  States,  not  be- 
ing liable  to  seizure  for  nay  other  cause,  liie  com- 
ny  haviog  charge  thereof  shall  be  required  to 
,  an  and  carry  away  the  same,  aroiding  ell  ud- 
uecetsary  delay ;  aod  if  they  shall,  DotwithttaBd- 
iog,  remaio,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  of 
th«  district,  wherein,  or  nearest  to  which  such  ship 
Of  ressel  shall  be,  to  seize  and  detain  the  same,  at 
the  expenae  of  the  Uoiied  States;  Provided,  That 
ships  or  resseli  which  shall  be  bona  fide  the  prop- 
ertjt  of,  or  hired  or  employed  by  ciiizeoi  of  the 
UDited  Sutet shall  be  excepted  from  this  prohibi 
tioa  until  the  first  day  of  Decembei 
longer;  Aitd  frooided.  Tbax 


hereby  prohibited  which  shall  be  driven  by  distress 
of  weatner,  or  want  of  provisions,  into  ajiy  port  or 
place  of  the  United  SlalPt,  they  may  be  suffered 
to  remain  under  the  custody  of  ilie  collector  there, 
or  nearest  thereto,  until  suitable  repairs  or  supplies 
can  be  obtained,  and  as  soon  is  may  be  thereafter 
ahaU  be  required  and  suffered  to  depart ;  but  no 
put  of  the  lading  of  such  vessel  shall  b&  taken  out 
01  disposed  ■■  '  '  ' 
collector,  o 


u  disposed  of,  unless  by  the  special  permit  of  si 
iollector,  or  to  defray  the  anaToidable  ( 
aueh  repairs  or  Stippfiei 


4.  And  be  UfUrther  enaeUd^  That  this  act 
shall  continue  And  be  in  force  until  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  Coneress.  and  no  longer. 

Sfic.  6,  Provided,  and  be  it  further  enacted. 
That  if,  before  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the 
Oovemmeoi  of  France,  and  all  persons  acting  by 
or  under  their  autboritr,  shall  clearly  disavow, 
and  shall  be  found  to  Tefriiu  from  the  agsressions 
depredations,  and  bostililieE  which  have  EeeD,  and 
are  by  them  encouraged  and  maintained  ajcainst 
ihe  vesseb  and  other  property  of  the  citizens  of 
the  Uoiied  States,  and  against  their  national  rights 
and  sovereignty,  in  violation  of  the  faith  of  trea- 
tie*,  and  the  lavs  of  nations,  and  (hail  thereby  ac- 
knowledge the  just  claims  of  the  United  Stata  to 
b«  cona)det«d  as  in  all  respects  neuin),  and  un- 
WDnecied  in  the  present  European  war,  if  the 
nme  shall  be  continued,  then  and  thereupon  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
State*,  beins  well  ascertained  of  the  premises,  to 
lemit  and  discontinue  the  prohibitions  and  re- 
■tainta  hereby  enacted  and  declared ;  and  he  shall 
Iw,  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  proclama- 
tion thereof  accordingly :  Provided,  That  nothing 
ilk  this  act  coutatned,  shall  extend  to  any  ship  or 
vessel  to  which  the  President  of  the  United  States 
■hall  grant  a  {wrmission  to  enter  or  clear ;  which 
penniasion  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  grant  to  ves- 
sels which  shall  be  solely  em^doyed  in  any  purpose 
of  political  or  national  intercourse,  or  to  aid  the 
departure  of  any  French  persons,  with  their  goods 
and  efieciB,  who  shall  have  been  resident  within 
the  United  States,  when  he  may  think  it  requisite. 

Approved,  June  13,  1798. 


An-Act  sui^menta]7  to  and  to  amsnd  tbs  aot,  aoti- 
tled  "  An  act  to  establish  in  oniibim  rule  ofKatu- 
raliMtion,  and  to  ispaal  the  act  hBretofon  passed  on 
that  subject. 
Be  it  enacttd,  fc.,  That  no  alien  shall  be  ad> 


milted  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates, 
or  of  any  State,  unless,  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  act,  entitled  '■'  An  act  to  establish  an  uniform 
rule  of  naiuralizalioo,  and  to  repeal  the  act  here* 
tofwe  passed  on  that  subject,"  he  shall  have  de- 
clared nis  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  five  years,  at  least,  before  his  ad- 
mission,  and  shall,  at  the  time  of  hb  application 
to  be  admitted,  declare  and  prove,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  court  having  jurisdiction  in  the  case, 
that  he  has  resided  within  the  United  Stales  four- 
teen years,  at  least,  and  within  the  Slate  or  Terri- 
tory where  or  for  which  such  court  is  at  the  time 
held,  6re  vears,  at  least,  besides  conforming  lo  the 
other  declaratitms,  renunciations,  and  proofs,  by 
the  Mid  act  required,  anything  therein,  to  the 
contrary  hereof.  notwilhstaDdinz :  Provided^  That 
any  alien,  who  was  residing  witnin  the  limits,  and 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Slates,  before 
the  tWealy-ninth  day  of  Jauuary,  otie  lbou:«and 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  may,  within  one 
year  after  the  passing  of  this  act;  and  any  alien 
who'shall  have  made  the  declaration  of  his  inten- 
tion to  become  a  citizeii  of  the  United  States,  im 
confonnity  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  natuialt- 
zatioD,  and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  passed  on 
that  subject,"  may,  within  four  years  after  hsviog 
made  the  declaration  aforesaia,  be  admitted  to 
become  a  citizen,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the 
said  act,  upon  his  making  proof  that  he  hae  reai- 
ded  five  years,  at  least,  within  the  limit*,  and  un- 
der the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States:  Attd 
provided,  aiao.  That  no  alien,  who  shall  be  a  na- 
tive citizen,  dcDizan.  or  subject  of  any  nation  or 
Sute  with  whom  the  United  Stales  shall  be  al 
war,  Bt  the  time  of  bis  application,  shall  be  then 
admitted  10  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  State*. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  UJurther  enacted,  That  itehalt 
be  Ihe  duty  of  the  clerk,  or  other  recording  officer, 
of  the  court  before  whom  a  declaration  has  been, 
or  shall  be,  made,  by  any  alia)  of  his  intention  to 
become  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  to  eeriiff 
and  transmit  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  ta 
State  of  the  United  Stales,  lo  be  there  Sed  and 
recorded,  an  abstract  of  such  declaration,  in  which, 
when  hereafter  made,  shall  be  a  suitable  descrip- 
tion of  the  name,  age,  nation  residence,  andoccn- 
jAtion,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  alien;  such  eer- 
tificale  to  be  made,  in  all  cases,  where  the  decla- 
ration has  been  or  shall  be  made,  before  the  pas*- 
ingof  this  act,  within  three  months  thereafter; 
and,  in  all  other  cases,  within  two  months  after 
the  declaration  shall  be  received  bv  the  court: 
And,  in  all  cases  hereafter  arising,  there  shall  be 
paid  to  the  clerk,  or  reeoidino'  officer  as  aforesaid, 
to  defray  the  expense  of  such  abstract  and  certi- 
ficate, a  fee  of  two  dollars;  and  the  clerk  ot  officer 
to  whom  such  fee  shall  be  paid  or  tendered,  who 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  and  certify  as 
abstract,  as  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  often  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  Aitd  be  UfarOur  enacted.  That  in  all 
cases  of  naturalization  heretofore  permitted,  of 
which  sh^l  be  permitted,  under  the  law*  of  the 
United  States,  a  certificate  ahall  be  mad*  to,  and 
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AcU  of  Ckmgrete. 


filed  ID,  the  office  of  ihe  Seeieuty  of  State,  cod- 
uiniDg  a  copjr  of  the  record  reapecting  the  alien, 
ud  the  decree  or  order  of  admission  by  the  court 
before  whom  the  praceedioEs  hereto  bare  beeA, 
or  shall  be,  had :  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
clerk,  or  otber  Tecording  officer  of  such  court,  to 
make  and  trausmii  such  certificate,  in  all  cases 
irhicb  have  already  occurred,  within  three  moaihs 
after  the  passing  of  ihii  act;  and.  ia  all  future 
eases,  wiidiQ  two  months  from  aod  after  the  nat- 
uralization of  an  alien  shall  be  granted  by  any 
court  competent  thereto:  And,  io  all  future  cases, 
there  shall  be  paid  to  such  clerk,  or  recording 
tdScer,  the  sum  of  two  dollars,  as  a  fee  for  sucE 
certificate,  before  the  naturalizatioa  jHayed  for 
shall  be  allowed :  AoJ  the  clerk  or  tecurdmg  offi- 
cer, whose  duty  it  sball  be  to  make  and  transmii 
the  certificate  aforesaid,  who  shall  be  convicted 
01'  s  wilful  neglect  tbereio,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
tbe  sum  of  ten  dollars,  for  each  aod  every  offence. 
Sec.  4.  And  be  UfurOter  enacted.  That  all 
vliile  persons,  aliens,  (accredited  foreigo  minis- 
lets,  consuls,  or  aeeots,  their  families  and  domes- 
tics, eiceptedgj  who,  after  the  passing  of  tttis  act. 
sball  cotttinue  to  reside,  or  who  shall  arrive,  oi 
come  to  reside  in  any  port  or  place  within  the 
leirilory  of  the  United  Stales,  sfaaU  be  reported, 
if  free,  and  of  the  age  of  tweoty-oue  years,  by 
themselves,  or  being  under  the  age  of  twenty-(Hie 

J  ears,  or  holdeu  in  service,  by  their  parent,  guar- 
RD,  master,  or  mistress,  in  whose  care  they  shall 
be.  to  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the  district, 
if  liviog  within  ten  miles  of  the  port  or  place  in 
which  their  residence  or  arrival  shall  be,  and, 
otherwise,  to  the  collector  of  suclyiport  or  place, 
or  some  officer  or  other  person  there,  or  nearest 
thereto,  who  shall  be  authorized,  by  the  President 
oCifae  United  Stales,  to  register  aliens:  Andre- 
port,  aa  aforesaid,  shall  be  made  in  all  cases  of 
residence,  within  six  months  from  and  after  the 
W-utng  of  this  act,  and,  in  all  after  cases,  within 
f<»[y-eigfat  hours  after  the  first  arriTal  or  coming 
into  the  territory  of  the  United  States;  and  shall 
■Keriain  the  aez,  place  of  birtb,  age,  nation,  place 
of  allegiance  or  citizenship,  contntion  or  occupa- 
lioQ,  and  place  of  actual  or  intended  residence 
within  the  United  States,  of  the  alien  or  aiieBs 
reported,  and  by  whom  report  is  made.  And  it 
>l»ll  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk,  or  other  officer  or 
|>eiM)o,^u;horized,  who  shall  receive  such  report, 
to  record  the  same  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that 
porpose,  and  to  grant  to  the  person  making  the 
mport,  and  to  each  individual  concerned  therein, 
wtieneTet  required,  a  certificate  of  such  report  and 
registry;  and  whenever  such  report  and  registry 
"Ull  be  made  to,  tud  by  any  officer  or  person  au- 
thorized a«  aforesaid,  other  tban  the  clerk  of  the 
district  court,  it  s ball  be  the  duty  of  such  officer, 
or  other  person,  to  certify  and  transmit,  within 
three  months  tbereafier,  a  transcript  of  such  regis- 
ify,tothe  isaid  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the 
districtin  which  the  tame  shall  happen;  who  shall 
file  the  same  in  his  office,  and  shall  enter  and 
■rsDscribe  the  same  in  a  book,  to  be  kept  by  him 
for  that  purpose.  And  the  clerk,  officer,  or  other 
person  authoiiEed  to  regislei  aliens,  shall  be  enti- 1 


tied  to  receive,  for  each  report  and  registry,  of 
one  individual,  or  family  of  individuals,  the  sum 
of  fifty  cents,  and  for  a  very,  certificate  of  a  report 
and  registry  the  sum  of  fifty  cents,  to  be  paia  by 
the  person  making  or  requiring  the  same,  respec- 
tively. And  the  clerk  of  the  district  court,  lo 
whom  a  return  of  the  registry  of  any  alien  snail 
have  been  made,  as  aforesaid,  and  the  successor  of 
such  clerk,  and  of  any  other  officer  or  person  au- 
thorized to  register  aliens,  who  shall  hold  any 
former  registry,  shall  and  mar  grant  certificates 
thereof,  to  the  same  effect  as  tne  original  register 
might  do.  And  the  clerk  of  each  district  court 
shall,  during  one  year  from  the  passing  of  this  act, 
make  monthly  returns  to  the  Department  of  State, 
of  all  aliens  registered  and  returned,  as  afoiesaid, 


alien,  who  shall  continue  to  reside,  or  who  s 
arrive,  as  aforesaid,  of  whom  a  report  is  requii«d 
as  aforesaid,  who  sbatl  reluse  or  neglect  to  make 
auchreport,8Qdlo  receive  a  certificate  thereof  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  dollaisj  and  any 

{'  usttce  of  the  peace,  oc  otber  civil  magisttate,  who 
as  authority  to  require  surety  .of  the  peace,  shall 
and  may,  on  complaint  to  him  made  thereof,  CBnse 
such  alien  to  be  brought  before  him,  there  to  give 
surety  of  the  peace  and  good  behaviour  during  bia 
reskd«ice  witttin  the  United  Slates,  or  for  such 
term  as  the  justice  or  other  uagistmte  shall  deem 
reasonable,  and  until  a  report  and  registry  of  such 
alien  shall  be  made,  and  a  certificate  thereof,  re- 
ceived as  aforesaid ;  and  in  failure  of  such  surety, 
such  alien  shall  and  may  he  committed  to  the 
common  jaiL  and  shall  tie  there  held,  imtil  the 
order  which  the  justice  or  magistrate  shall  and 
may  reasonably  make,  in  the  premises,  shall  be 
performed.  And  every  person,  whether  alien,  or 
other,  having  the  care  of  any  alien  or  aliens,  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  or  of  any  white  alim 
holden  in  service,  who  shall  refuse  and  neglect  to 
make  report  thereof,  as  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit 
' '  e  sum  of  two  dollars,  for  each  and  every  such 
inor  or  servant,  monthly,  and  every  monih,  until 
.  report  and  registry,  and  a  certificate  thereof, 
shall  be  had,  as  aforesaid. 
Sec  6,  A^  be  it  Jw-Oier  mMted,  That  in 
tpeei  to  every  alien,  who  shall  j»>me  to  reside 
wiinin  the  United  Stales  after  the  passing  of  this 
act,  the  time  of  the  registry  of  such  alien  shall  be 
taken  to  be  the  time  when  the  term  of  residence 
within  the  limits,  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  Stales,  shall  have  commenced,  in  case 
of  an  application  by  such  alien,  to  be  admitted 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States;  aod  a  certifi- 
of  such  r^isiry  shall  be  required,  in  proof  of 
the  term  of  residence  by  the  court  lo  whom  sueli 
applications  shall  snd  may  be  made. 
Sec.  7.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  all  and 
leular  the  penalties  established  by  this  act  shall 
and  may  be  recovered  in  the  name,  and  to  the  use, 
of  any  person  who  will  inform  aod  sue  for  the 
same,  before  any  judge,  justice,  or  court,  having 
jurisdiction  in  such  caae^  and  lo  the  amount  oT 
such  penalty,  respectively. 
Approved,  June  IS,  1798. 
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An  Act  to  kmend  the  act,  antitlsd  "  An  >ct  praTiding- 
k  Naval  Armuoant,"    Bad  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
to  authorize  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statee  to 
canae  to  be  pnrdiased  or  built  a  niunber  of  amall 
reasela,  to  be  equipped  aa  galley ■,  or  otherwiaa." 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  State*  shall  be,  and  he  ta  hereby,  au- 
thorized, when  he  shatl  tbiak  fit,  to  increase  the 
■trenffih  of  any  revenue  cutter,  for  the  purposes 
of  defence,  against  hostilities  near  the  sea  coail, 
to  employ  on  board  the  same,  at  his  discretion, 
not  exceeding  seventy  marines  and  seamen;  any- 
thioff  in  the  act,   entilled  "An   act  providing  a 
naval  armament,"  to  the  contrary  hereof  nolwith- 
■taading. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorixed  to  Gz  tne  degree  of  rank,  and 
the  rate  of  pay  and  subsistence,  not  exceeding 
what  is  allowed  upon  the  naval  establishment, 
which  shall  be  granted  and  allowed  to  the  officers 
who  shall  be  duly  commissioned  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  on  board  of  any  small  vessel  or 
galley,  which  shall  be  fitted  out  under  his  orders, 
pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
purchased,  or  built,  a  number  of  small  vease^  to 
be  equipped  as  galleys,  or  otherwise;"  anything 
therein,  to  the  contrary  hereof,  notwithstaodiog. 
Approved,  June  22,  1796. 

An  Act  to  extend  the  privilege  of  franking  lettera  and 
packet*  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  all  letters  and  packets 
to  or  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  shall  be  re- 
caved  and  conveyed  by  posl^  free  of  poalage,  un- 
der the  like  restrictions  and  limitations  as  arepro- 
Tided  respecting  letters  and  packets  to  or  from  the 
beads  of  the  other  departments  of  the  Qovern- 
ment.  by  the  nineteenth  section  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  within  the  United  States." 

Approved,  June  22.  1798. 


An  Act  anpplementaty  to,  and  to  amend  the  act,  enti- 
tled "  Aaactnothofiung  the  Preaidentof  the  United 
States  to  raise  a  provisional  aniiy. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  companies  of  voU 
unteers,  and  the  members  of  eacb  company,  who 
■hall  be  duly  engaged  and  accepted  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  organized  with 
proper  officers  commissioned  by  him,  pursuant  to 
the  third  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  United  States  (o 
raise  a  provisional  army,"  shall  submit  to,  and 
observe,  such  rules  of  training  and  discipline,  as 
ahall  be  thought  necessary  to  prepare  them  for 
actual  service;  and  which  rules  the  President  of 
the  United  States  Is  hereby  authorized  to  make 
and  establish;  and  all  such  companies  and  vol- 
UDteert!  are  herebr  exempted,  until  their  dis- 
chaTge,  or  during  (he  time  of  their  engagement, 
as  aforesaid,  from  all  militia  duty  which  is  or 
■ball  be  required  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 


or  of  any  State,  and  from  every  fine,  penalty,  oi 
disability,  which  is  or  shall  be  provided  to  enforce 
the  performance  of  any  duty  or  service  in  the 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  Thai  the 
Ptesidenlof  the  United  States  shall  br,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the 
Senate,  or  by  bimsell  in  the  recess  of  Congress, 
pursuant  to  said  act,  to  appoint  and  commission, 
as  soon  as  he  shall  think  it  expedient,  such  and  so 
many  field  officers  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the 
organizing  and  embodying  ID  legions,  raiments,  or 
battalions,  any  volunteer  companies  who  shall  en- 
gage, and  shall  be  accepted,  as  aforesaid ;  and  snch 
fiefd  officers  shall  have  anthoriiy,  accordingly,  to 


lisbed.  as  aforesaid:  Provided,  That  no  officer 
or  volunteer,  who  shall  be  appointed,  engaged,  ot 
employed,  in  any  training  or  disciplme.  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  considered  as  in  the  pay  of  the  United 
States,  until  called  into  actual  service. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jvrlher  ettaeted.  That  the 
President  of  (he  United  States  may  authorize  the 
sale,  at  a  reasonable  rate,  sufficient  to  indemnify 
the  United  States,  to  any  company  of  volunteers 
who  shall  be  aacepted  as  aforesaid,  of  such  pieces 
of  ardllery,  small  arms,  and  accoutrements,  to  be 
delivered  from  the  puolic  anenala,  as  shall  be 
found  necessary  for  the  equipment  and  training  of 
sucb  volunteen,  or  may  loan  the  same  to  them 
upon  the  receipts  of  their  respective  officers^  to  be 
accounted  for,  or  returned,  at  the  expiration  of 
their  engagement,  or  other  discharge :  And  of 
such  sales  or  loans,  the  necessary  accounts  shall 
be  kept  in  the  War  Department,  and  the  money 
accruing  by  any  sale  shall  be  paid  into  (he  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States;  and  the  sam^shallbe, 
and  is  hereby,  appropriaied  for  the  purchase  of 
other  artillery,  arms,  and  accoutrements,  as  the 
President  of  the  Uniied  States  shall  direct 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may  proceed  to 
appoint  and  commission,  in  the  manner  prescH bed 
by  the  said  act,  such  and  so  many  of  the  officers 
authorized  (hereby  for  (he  raising,  organizing,  and 
commanding  (he  provisional  army  of  ten  (housand 
men,  as,  in  bis  opinion,  the  public  service  shilt 
more  immediately  ret|uire  ;  anything  which  may 
be  supposed  in  the  said  act,  to  the  contiaryjiereftf, 
notwitoslanding :  Provided,  That  the  offieen 
who  shall  be  so  appointed  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
any  pay,  subsistence,  or  other  emolument  W  rea- 
son of  such  commission,  until  they  shall  be  re- 
spectively employed  in  the  actual  service  of  (be 
United  Sutes :  And  provided,  That  the  fnnhn 
raising  of  the  said  army  sball  not  be  anihorized 
otherwise  than  as  by  the  said  act  is  provided. 

Approved,  June  22,  1798. 


An  Act  coneemiDg  AUeoa. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  it  ahall  be  lawfhl  for 

the  President  of  the  United  States,  at  any  tiioe 

during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  to  order  all 

such  aliens  as  he  shall  judge  daugerous  to  the 
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peace  aad  safety  of  ihe  United  States,  or  sha 
kare  reasooable  groundi  to  suspect  are  coacerne 
ia  any  treasonable  or  secret  machinations  again! 
die  Ooreranient  thereof  to  depart  out  ofthe  lei 
fiWryoflhe  United  Scatea,  within  such  time  a. 
shall  be  expresEed  in  Euch  order;  which  order 
shall  be  served  on  such  alien  by  deliverinK  him  a 
copy  ihereor,  or  learing'  the  same  at  his  usual 
ibode.  Bad  returned  to  tne  office  ofthe  Secretary 
or  State,  by  the  marshal  or  other  person  to  whom 
ihe  same  shall  be  directed.  And  in  case  any  alien, 
so  ordered  to  depart,  shall  be  found  at  large  within 
the  United  States  after  the  lime  limited  in  such 
order  for  his  departure,  and  not  having  obtained  n 
license  from  the  President  to  reside  therein,  or 
baring  obiained  such  license,  shall  not  have  con- 
foriDfd  thereto,  every  such  alien  shall,  on  conviC' 
lioa  thereof,  be  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  exceed- 
ine  three  years,  and  shall  never  after  be  admitted 
ID  become  a  citizen  ofthe  United  Slates.  iVoei- 
dedaiva}ft,aiid  be  it  Jarther  enacted,  That  if  any 
alien,  so  ordered  to  depart,  shall  prove  to  the  Baiis- 
&;lionof  the  President,  by  evidence  to  be  taken 
before  such  person  or  persons  as  the  President 
shall  direct,  who  are  tor  that  purpose  hereby 
ihorized  to  administer  oaths,  that  mo  injury  or  d 
get  to  the  United  States  will  arise  from  suffering 
such  alien  to  reside  therein,  the  President  may 
mat  a  license  to  such  alien  to  remain  within  the 
United  States  for  such  time  as  he  shall  Judge  pro- 
per.and  at  such  place  as  he  shallde^ignate.  And 
the  President  may  also  require  of  such  alien  to 
enter  jnto  a  bond  to  the  United  States,  ia  such 


I  he  n 


•rith   ( 


sufficient  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  person 
luthorized  by  the  President  to  take  the  same,  con- 
ditioned fortbegood  behaviour  of  such  alien  during 
his  residence  in  the  United  States,  and  not  viola- 
ting bis  license,  which  license  the  President  may 
revoke,  whenever  he  shall  think  proper. 

Sec  2.  And  be  itJurUier  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  ofthe  United  States, 
whenever  he  may  deem  it  necessary  for  the  public 
safety  to  order  to  be  removed  out  of  the  terri- 
tory tnereof,  any  alien  who  may  or  shall  be  in 
prison  in  pursuance  of  this  act;  and  lo  cause  to  be 
arrested  and  sent  out  ofthe  United  States  such  of 
those  aliens  as  shall  have  been  ordered  to  depart 
therefrom,  and  shall  not  have  obtained  a  license  as 
aforesaid,  in  all  cases  where  in  the  opinion  of  the 
President,  the  public  safety  requires  a  speedy  re- 
moTal.  And  ifany  alien, so  removed  or  ;ent  out 
ofthe  United  Stales  by  the  Presidenlj  shall  volun- 
tarily return  thereto,  unleiss  by  permission  ofthe 
President  of  the  United  States,  such  alien,  on  con- 
Tiction  thereof  shall  be  imprisoned  so  long  as,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  President,  the  public  safety 
may  require. 

Sec.  3.  Arid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
master  or  commander  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  which 
shall  come  into  any  port  of  the  United  States 
after  the  first  day  ofJuly  next,  shall,  immediatelv 
on  his  arrival,  make  report  in  writing  to  the  col- 
lector or  other  chief  officer  of  the  cuMoms  of  such 
port,  of  alt  aliens,  if  any,  an  board  his  vessel,  speci- 
fying their  names,  age.  the  place  of  nativity,  the 
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country  from  which  they  shall  have  come,  the 
nation  lo  which  they  belong  and  owe  allegiance, 
their  occupation,  and  a  description  of  their  persona, 
as  far  as  he  shall  he  informed  thereof;  and,  on  fail- 
ure, every  such  master  and  commander  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  three  hundred  dollars,  for  Ihe  pay- 
ment whereof,  on  default  of  such  rnaster  or  com- 
mander, such  vessel  shall  also  be  holden,  and  may 
by  such  collector  or  other  officer  of  the  customs 
be  detained.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  col- 
lector, or  other  officer  of  the  customs,  forthwith  to 
transmit  to  the  office  of  the  Department  of  State 
tme  copies  of  all  such  returns. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the 
Circuit  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  State^ 
shall  respectively  have  cognizance  of  all  crimes 
and  offences  against  tliis  act.  And  all  marshals 
and  other  officers  of  the  United  Stales  are  required 
to  execute  all  precepts  and  orders  of  the  Presiident 
of  the  United  Stales  issued  in  pursuance  or  by 
virtue  of  this  act. 

Sec.  5,  And  be  Ufitriher  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  BUcn  who  may  be  ordered  to  be 
removed  from  the  United  Slates  by  virtue  of  this 
to  take  with  bim  such  part  of  his  goods, 
he  may  find  ci 


leis,  or  other  properly,  as  he  may  find  convenient; 
and  all  nruperty  left  in  the  United  States,  by  any 
alien,  wno  may  be  removed,  "■  -''•-"—;■<  ->•""  »— 
and  remain  subject  '     '  ' 


,  ihall  be, 
disposal,  in 
LCt  had  not  been  passed. 
Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ibis 
t  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  and  during 
e  term  of  two  years  from  the  passing  thereof 
Approved,  June  25,  1798. 


Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
e  Surveyor  General  of  ihe  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory, to  survey  one  thousand  two  hundred  acres 
of  land,  beginning  on»ihe  bank  ofthe  Ohio  river, 
the  lower  corner  of  a  tract  surveyed  pursuant 
an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  lo  author- 
i  a  grant  of  land  to  the  French  inhabitants  of 
Gallionolis,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned, '  anci  running  thence  down  the  said  river, 
along  the  courses  thereof,  six  hundred  and  forty 
pules,  when  reduced  to  astraight  line,  thence  ex- 
tending back  from  the  river  and  parallel  to  the 
lower  fine  ofthe  said  grant,  sofarastoincludethe 
quantity  aforesaid.  And  ihe  said  Surveyor  Gene- 
ral shall  by  lines,  plainly  marked  upon  trees,  divide 
the  said  tract  into  eight  equal  parts  or  tuts,  hav- 
?aeh.  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  et^ual  front  oD 
iver.  and  designated  by  progressive  numbera, 
marked  ou  the  corners  thereof.  And  the  Surveyor 
General,  when  the  said  lots  are  laid  off  and  num- 
bered ss  aforesaiil,  shall  distribute  or  assign  the 
same,  by  lot,  to  Stephen  Mooot,  Lewis  Anthonj 
Carpeotier,  Lewis  Vimout,  Francis  Valton,  Lewis 
Philip,  A,  Fichon,  Anthony  Mag uet, Margaret  Q. 
C.  Gnampaififne,  wife  of  Peter  A.  Laforge,  and 
Maria  I.  DalTiez,  wife  of  Peter  Luc,  and  to  their 
heirs,  being  inhabitants  of  Qalliopolia,  who  were 
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Cereoted  from  obtaiDJog  their  proporiioD  of  the 
ad  granied  by  the  aci  Bforesiid.  Tb«  (aid  Sur- 
veyor General  shall  also  mate  out  a  fair  plal  of 
tbe  said  lead,  and  shall  designate  thereon  the  said 
lots,  luarked  each  wtib  the  aaiae  of  the  periion  li 
whom  the  same  shall  have  beeu  assi^ni^d  hy  lota 
aforesaid,  which  plat,  with  a  ceriiGcaie  of  thi 
.  bounds  of  the  said  tract  and  lots  and  course!>,  hi 
shall  record  in  liis  office,  and  return  a  copy  thereof 
to  the  Secretary  of  Stale  to  be  filed  in  his  office. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, authorized  and  empowered  to  is^ue  letters  pa- 
tent in  the  usual  form,  thereby  granting  lo  the  per- 
sons above  named,  and  to  their  heirs,  the  said 
tract  of  land,  to  be  held  by  ihem  and  their  heirs  in 
Kveialty,  in  lots  designated,  numbered,  and  mark- 
ed, as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  Attdbe  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing 
in  this  act  shall  he  taken  or  considered  in  an" 
manner  to  affect  the  claims  of  the  persons  herei 
named  against  any  person  or  persons,  for  or  by 
reaton  ot  any  contracts  heretofore  made  by  them, 
but  that  the  same  contracts  aball  be  and  remain 
in  tbe  same  state  as  if  this  act  had  not  passed. 

Approved,  June  25, 1796. 


Be  it  enacted  ^c.  That  the  commander  and 
crew  of  any  merchant  vessel  of  the  United  Slates, 
owned  wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  (hereof, 
may  oppose  and  defend  against  any  search,  re- 
straint or  seizure,  which  shall  be  attempted  upon 
such  vessel,  or  upon  any  other  veisel  owned  as 
aforesaid,  bv  the  commander  or  crew  of  any 
armed  vessel  sailing  under  French  colors,  or  act- 
ing, or  pretending  to  act,  hy,  or  under  the  author- 
ily  of  the  French  Republic ;  and  may  repel  by 
force  any  assault  or  hostility  which  shall  be  made 
or  committed,  on  the  pa«t  of  such  French,  or 
pretended  French  vessel,  pursuing  such  attempt, 
and  may  subdue  and  capture  the  same,  and  may 
also  retake  any  vessel,  owned  as  aforesaid,  which 
may  have  been  captured  by  any  ve&cel  sailing  ua 
der  French  colors,  or  acting,  or  pretendinglo  act, 
by  or  under  authority  from  the  French  Repub- 
lic. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  eiuicUd,  That  when- 
ever tbe  commander  and  L-rewafanv  merchant 
vessel  of  the  United  States  shall  subjue  and  cap- 
tare  any  French,  or  pretended  French  armed  ves- 
sel, from  which  an  as-sault  or  other  hostility  shall 
be  first  made,  as  aforesaid,  such  armed  vessel,  with 
her  tackle,  appurtenances,  ammunition,  and  lad- 
iDg,  shall  accrue,  (he  one  half  to  the  owner  or 
owners  of  such  merchant  vessel  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  other  half  to  the  captors:  and  be- 
iqg  broQght  into  any  port  of  the  United  Slates, 
•halt  and  may  be  adjudged  and  condemned  to 
Ihetr  use,  after  due  process  and  trial,  in  any  court 
«f  the  United  Slates,  having  admiralty  jurisdic- 
tion, and  which  shall  be  hulden  for  the  district  in- 
to which  such  captnred  vessel  shall  be  brought ;  I 


and  the  same  court  shall  thereupon  order  a  sale 
and  distribution  thereof  accordingly,  and  at  iheii 
discretion  i  saving  any  agreement  which  shall  be 
between  the  owner  or  owners,  and  the  comman- 
der and  crew  of  suth  merchant  ve.<sel.  In  all 
cases  of  re-capture  of  vessels  belonging  to  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Slates,  by  any  armed  niet- 
cbant  vessel  aforesaid,  the  said  vessels,  with  their 
cargoes,  shall  be  adjudged  to  be  restored,  and  shall, 
by  decree  of  such  courts  as  have  jurisdiction  in 
the  premises,  be  restored  to  the  former  owner  or 
owners,  he  or  they  paying,  for  salvage,  not  less  than 
one  eignib,  ncir  mure  than  onehalfof  the  true  val- 
ue of  ine  said  vessels  and  catgoeK.ai  the  discretion 
of  the  court,  which  payments  shall  be  made  with- 
out any  deduction  whatsoever. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  after 
notice  of  this  act.  at  the  several  custom-houses, 
no  aimed  merchant  vessel  of  (he  United  Slates 
shall  receive  a  clearance  or  permit,  or  shall  be  suf- 
fered to  depart  therefrom,  unless  the  owner  or 
owners,  and  the  master  or  commander  of  such 
vessel  for  the  intended  voyage,  shall  give  bond,  la 
the  use  of  the  United  Slates,  in  a  sum  equal  to 
double  the  value  of  such  vessel,  vrith  condition, 
that  such  vessfl  shall  not  make  or  commit  any 
depredation,  outrage,  unlawful  assault,  or  provoked 
violence  upon  the  high  seas,  against  the  vessH  of 
any  nation  in  amity  with  the  United  Slates,  and 
that  the  suns,  arms,  and  ammunition,  of  such  ves- 
sel shall  Be  returned  within  the  United  States,  or 
Otherwise  accounted  for,  and  shall  not  be  sold  ot 
disposed  of  in  any  foreign  port  or  place;  and 
that  such  owner  or  owners,  and  the  commander 
and  crew  of  such  merchant  vessel,  shall,  in  all 
things^  observe  and  perform  such  further  instruc- 
tions in  the  premises,  as  the  President  of  ihe 
United  Stales  shall  establish  and  order,  for  the 
belter  government  of  the  armed  merchant  vessels 
of  the  United  Stales.  . 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted.  That  tbe 
President  of  tbe  United  Stales  shall  be,  and  he  it 
hereby,  authorized  to  establish  and  order  suitable 
instructions  lo,  and  for,  the  armed  merchant  ves- 
sels of  the  United  Stales,  for  the  belter  gorerning 
and  restraining  the  commanders  and  crews  who 
shall  be  employed  therein,  and  to  prevent  any  out- 
rage, cruelty,  or  injury,  which  tney  may  be  dis- 
posed lo  commit ;  a  copy  of  which  insuucttons 
shall  be  delivered  by  the  collector  of  the  custaoii 
to  the  commander  of  such  vessel,  when  be  shall 
give  bond  as  aforesaid.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  owner  or  owners,  and  commander  and 
'.for  the  lime  being,  of  such  armed  merchant 
■1  of  the  United  Stales,  at  each  return  to  any 
port  of  the  United  Siaies,  to  make  repori  to  the 
cojiecior  thereof,  of  any  rencounter  which  shall 
have  happened  with  any  foreign  vessel  and  of 
the  state  of  the  company  and  crew  of  any  vessel 
which  they  shall  have  subdued  or  capturnl ;  and 
the  persons  of  such  crew  or  company  shall  be  de- 
livered to  the  care  of  such  collector,  who,  with 
the  aid  of  the  marshal  of  the  same  district,  or 
''  e  nearest  military  officer  of  the  United  Slates, 
.  of  the  civil  or  military  officers  of  any  Stale, 
shall  take  suitable  care  for  the  restraint,  (veservi- 
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itoD,  and  comrorl,  of  such  persoos,  ai  ih«  expense 
of  ihe  United  Slates,  uniil  the  pleasure  of  the 
Pre&ideDi  of  the  United  Stuies  shall  be  known 
coneerniDg  them. 

Sec.  5.  Aitd  be  it  further  enacted,  ThaiihisacI 
stull  cOQiinue  and  be  in  force  for  the  term  of  one 
^t.  and  until  the  end  of  ibenext  session  of  Con- 
giess  thereafter. 

Sec.  6.  Prvtnded,  and  be  it  Jitrther  enacUd, 
That  whencTer  the  Government  of  France,  and 
all  persons  aciins  by,  or  under  tbeir  authority, 
shall  disavow,  and  inall  cause  the  comoiandeM 
and  crevrs  of  all  armed  French  ressels  to  refrain 
from  the  lawless  depredations  and  outrages  hitb' 
crto  encourkged  and  autiiorized  by  that  Govern- 
ueat  agaiast  the  merchant  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  and  shall  cause  the  laws  of  nations  to  be 
observed  by  the  said  armed  French  vessels,  ^he 
President  of  the  United  Slates  shall  be,  and  he  is 
faereby.  autborizad  to  instruct  the  commaodera 
and  crews  of  the  merchant  vessels  of  the  United 
Buies  to  submit  to  any  refutar  search  by  the 
ccinmanders  or  crews  of  French  vessels,  and  to 
refrain  from  any  force  or  capture  to  be  exercised 
by  virtue  hereof. 

Approved,  June  S5,  1798. 


Be  it  enacted  ^c,  That  if  any  person  shall 
wisely  make,  alter,  forge,  or  counterfeil,  or  cnuse 
Of  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  altered,  forged,  ur 
,  counterfeited,  or  williQf[ly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely 
making,  altering,  forgmg,  or  counterfeiting,  any 
bill  or  note  issued  by  order  of  the  President,  Di- 
rectors, and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  signed  by  the  President,  and  counter- 
signed by  the  cashier  thereof,  or  any  order  or 
check  on  the  said  cashier  or  corporation,  for  the 
pigment  of  money,  with  intention  to  defraud  the 
nid  corporation,  or  any  other  body  politic  or  per- 
son, or  shall  utter  or  publish,  as  true,  any  false, 
altered,  forged  or  counterfeited  bill  or  note,  issued 
by  order  of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Compa- 
ny of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  signed 
bf  the  President,  and  countersigned  by  the  cash- 
ier thereof,  or  any  order  or  check  on  the  said  cash- 
ier or  corporation,  for  the  payment  of  money, 
trith  intention  to  defraud  the  said  corporation,  or 
any  other  body  politic  or  person,  knowing  the 
same  to  be  falsely  altered,  forged,  or  counterfeited, 
every  such  person  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged 
gnilly  of  felony,  and  being  thereof  convicted,  ac- 
cording to  the  due  course  of  law,  shall  be  sen- 
tenced to  be  imprisoned  and  keptat  hard  labor  for 
a  period  not  less  than  three  years,  nor  more  than 
tm  years,  or  shall  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding 
ten  years,  and  fined  not  exceeding  five  thousand 
dollars:  Provided,  That  nothing lierein  contain- 
ed sball  be  construed  to  deprive  the  courts  of  the 
individual  States  of  jurisdiction  under  the  laws 
of  the  several  Stales  over  the  ofTences  declared 
paaishable  by  this  act. 
Approved,  June  27, 1798. 


Be  it  enacted,  J^c,  That  all  such  armed  vessels 
as  may  be  seized,  taken,  and  brought  into  any  port 
of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  tbe  act,  en- 
tilled  "Ao  act  more  enectually  to  protect  the 
commerce  and  coasts  of  the  United  Stales,"  with 
the  apparel,  guns,  and  appurienences  of  such  ves- 
sels, and  the  goods  and  effects  which  shall  be 
found  on  hoarathe  same,  shall  be  liable  to  forfeit' 
ure  and  condemnation,  and  may  be  libelled  and 
proceeded  against  in  tne  District  Courts  of  the 
United  Stales,  for  the  district  into  which  ihesame 
may  be  broaght :  Provided,  That  such  forfeiture 
shall  not  extend  to  any  goods  or  effects,  the  proper- 
ty of  any  citizen  or  person  resident  within  the 
United  States,  and  which  shall  have  been  before 
laken  by  the  crew  of  such  captured  vessel. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  That  when- 
ever any  vessc],  the  property  of,  or  employed  by 
any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  person  resident 
therein,  or  any  goods  or  effects  belonging  to  any 
such  citizen  or  resident,  shall  be  recaptured  by  any 
public  armed  vessel  of  the  Uniled  Stales,  the  same 
shall  be  restored  to  the  former  owner  or  owners, 
upon  due  proof,  he  or  they  paying  and  allowing, 
as  and  for  salvage,  to  the  recaplors,  oue-eightn 
part  of  the  value  of  such  vessel,  goods,  and  enects, 
free  of  all  deduction  and  expenses. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when- 
ever any  aimed  vtssel,  captured  and  condemned, 
as  aforesaid,  shall  have  been  of  superior  or  equal 
force  to  the  public  armed  vessel  of  ihe  Uniled 
States  by  which  such  capture  shall  have  been 
made,  the  forfeiture  shall  be  and  accrue  wholly  to 
tbecaplors;  and,  in  other  cases  one-half  thereof 
shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  United  Stales,  and  the 
residue  to  the  captors.  And  all  salvage  which 
shall  be  allowed  and  recovi^red  upoo  any  vessel, 
goods,  or  effects,  recaptured  and  to  be  restored,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  belong  wholly  to  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  public  armed  vessel  of  the  United 
Slates  by  which  such  recapture  shall  be  made; 
and  ihe  court  before  whom  any  condemnation 
sball  be  had,  as  aforesaid,  shall  and  may  order  the 
sale  of  the  vessel,  goods,  and  effects,  condemned, 
to  be  made  at  public  auction,  upon  due  notice  by 
the  marshal  of  the  district  in  which  the  same 
shall  be :  And  all  expenses  of  condemnation  and 
sale  being  deducted  from  the  proceeds,  the  part 
thereof  which  shall  accrue  to  the  United  Slates, 
shall  be  paid  inio  ilie  public  treasury,  and  the  res- 
idue, and  all  allowances  of  salvage  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  distributed  to  and  among  the  officers  ana 
crews  concerned  therein;  in  the  proportions  whicb 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  shall  direct. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  law.'ul  for  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
to  cause  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  vessels  so 
captured,  and  hostile  persons  found  on  board  any 
vessel,  which  shell  be  recaptured,  as  aforesaid,  to 
be  confined  in  any  place  of  safetv  wiihio  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  such  manner  as  he  may  think  the 
public  interest  may  require,  and  all  marshals  and 
other  officers  of  the  United  States  are  hereby  r«> 


.dbyGoogle 


APPENDIX. 


quired  m  eiecuip  such  orders  an  the  Prwident  I  and  ihe^uns  for  each  vessel,  to  be  of  sach  caliber 

mar  issue  for  the  said  purpose.  I  aod   weight  of   TueLal,  as   the   President    of  the 

Approved,  June  28,  1798.  United  States  shall  approve,  aoyihinr  in  the  said 

^_^_  !  former  act,  to  the  contrary  hereof,  notwiihsiaod- 


An  Act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  cxpcruei  inci-  ', 
deal  to  the  new  regiment  of  artilieriitB  and  engi- 
neer*, during  the  jear  one  thousand  Mven  hundred 
and  ninetj-cight. 

Be  it  enacted,  tc^  That  the  sum  of  eighty- 
eight  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby 
is,  appropriated  for  the  pay,  subsistence,  clotbinc, 
fora^,  bouDties,  quartermaster's  suppliea,  and  all 
eoQimKeni  expenses,  during  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  nlDety-eight,  of  the  regiment 
of  artillerisia  and  engineers  to  be  raised  Tor  the 
service  of  the  United  Stales,  pursuant  to  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  an  additional  regi- 
ment of  anillerisls  and  engineers:"  The  said 
sum  of  eighty-eight  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  unappropriated  money  in  the  Treasury 
of  tbe  United  Sutes. 
Approved,  June  28,  1798. 

An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act,entiUcd, "  An  act  to 
provide  an  additional  araanient  for  tbe  further  pro- 
tection of  the  trade  of  tbe  United  Stales,  and  for  other 

Be  it  enacted,  *c.,  That  tbe  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  authoriz- 
ed to  accept,  in  behalf  of  the  United  Slates,  of  the 
proposals  of  any  persons  who  shall  ofler  and 


..1  his  opinion  advantageous 

any  vessel  or  vessels,  now  building,  or  1o  be  built, 
within  the  United  States,  of  a  model  and  size 
wbicb  he  shall  approve,  and  armed  and  equipped, 
or  suitable  10  be  armed  for  ihe  public  service: 
And,  upon  the  delivery  of  the  vessel  or  vessels. 
according  tu  such  proposals,  or  to  the  acceptance 
of  the  President  uf  the  United  Stales,  he  may 
cause  proper  certificates,  or  other  evidence  of  the 
debt  OT  other  obligation  of  the  United  Slates  in- 
curred thereby,  to  be  made  and  given  at  the 
Treasury  Department,  and  wbich  shall  be  there 
registered,  to  tbe  use  and  benefit  of  the  persons 
concerned:  Provided,  That  rot  more  than  twelve 
vessels,  in  addition  to  ihusc  already  authorized, 
shall  and  may  be  procured,  by  virtue  hereof:  And 
provided.  That  not  more  than  six  per  cent,  per 
annum  sholl  be  allowed  for  any  credit  which 
shnll  be  given  uniler  this  act.  And  all  certificates 
of  debt  shall  be  redeemable  at  the  will  of  Con- 
gress. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  Ufiirther  etiacted.  That  the 
vessels  authorized  by  tbe  act,  entitled  "  An  act  lo 
provide  an  additional  armament  for  tbe  further 
protection  of  the  trade  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
for  other  rurpeses,"  and  those  which  shall  be  au- 
thorized by  this  act.  shall  be  procured  and  ac- 
cepted according  to  tne  following  rates,  as  nearly 
as  may  be  ;  that  is  to  sny :  six  of  (hem  not  exceed- 
ing eighteen  guns  eacli.  and  twelve  of  them  not 
less  than  twenty,  or  exceeding  twenty-four  guns 
each,  and  six  not  less  than  thirty-two  guns  each ; 


Sec,  3.  And  be  it  Jurt^er  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  tbe  United  States  may,  at  his  discre- 
tion, accept  of  any  vessel  armed  and  eqtiipped,  or 
suitable  to  be  armed,  of  a  model,  size,  and  force, 
proper  for  the  public  aervice,  whieb  any  Suic, 
body  politic  or  corporate,  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  shall  voluntarily  offer  and  give,  fOT 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  to  increase  the  naval 
armament. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  tntacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  shall  be,  and  be 
IS  hereby,  authorized  to  determine  and  direct,  ac- 
cording to  the  rate  of  each  vessel  which  shall  tM 
furnished  or  accepted,  in  pursuance  of  this  mtt 
the  rank,  pay,  anditubsistence,af'lheeomiiiission- 
ed  and  warrant  nfficers,  who  shall  be  appointed 
thereto;  and  the  nnmher  of  men  lo  be  eDgwged. 
and  the  pay  lo  be  allowed  them,  not  exceeding  the 
proportionable  grades  and  allowances  which  trt 
or  shall  be  authorized  bv  law  for  the  Navjr  of  the 
United  States.  And  all  officers  of  the  said  Navy, 
according  to  their  respective  ranks,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  enlt- 
lled  '*  An  act  lo  provide  a  naval  armament.'- 

Sec.  b.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  may,  al  his  discre- 
tion, increase  or  vary  the  quotasof  seamen,  lands- 
men, and  marines,  to  be  employed  on  board  ibe 
frigates,  and  may  permit  a  proportion  of  boys  far 
them,  and  the  other  vessels  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  Slates,  accordiog  to  the  exigencies  of  tht 

Approved,  June  30,  1798. 


Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  there  shall  be  provided 
at  ihe  charge  and  expense  of  the  Governraeol  of 
the  United  Slates,  ihiriy  ihousand  stand  of  arms, 
which  shell  be  deposited  by  order  of  the  President 
I  of  the  United  Slates,  at  suitable  places,  for  ihe 
:  purpose  of  being  sold  to  the  Governmenia  of  the 
respective  Slates,  or  the  militia  thereof,  noder 
such  regulations,  and  at  such  prices,  as  the  pTe?:- 
dent  nf  the  United  States  shall  prescribe. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  tl;e 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, authorized  to  CBU!>e  all  or  any  pari  of  theanu 
herein  directed  to  be  provided  and  deposited  for 
sale,  which  shall,  at  an)^  time,  remain  unsold,  u 
be  delivered  to  the  militia,  when  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  Stales,  proper  receipts  anj 
security  being  c'ven  for  the  return  uf  the  £ame. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  Thai  tif 
moneys  arising  from  such  sales  shall  be  paid  int- 
the  Treasur]!  uf  the  United  Slates,  and  tb- 
aniotml  received  shall  he  annually  reported  l: 
Congress. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That.  M 
the  purpose  of  carrying  this  act  into  effect,  tk 
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President  of  the  United  States  sbftii  be,  and  he  is 
Itrtbf,  suthorized  to  draw  from  the  Treasury  of 
tbe  United  States,  a.  sum  not  exceeding  four  hun- 
dred ihouiiand  dollars,  lo  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Trensnry,  nol  otberwise  appropn- 
aud. 
Approved,  July  6,  1798. 

An  Act  respacting  Alitn  Enemies. 
Be  it  etutcled.  fc,  Thai  wheaever  there  shall 
be  a  declared  war  between  the  United  Stales  and 
any  foreign  DBtion  or  Government,  or  any  lava 
lioB.  or  predatory  incursion,  shall  be  perpetrated, 
aiiempied,  or  threatened  against  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  by  any  foreign  nation  or  Gov- 
ern ment.  and  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  make  public  proclsmalion  of  the  event,  all 
natives,  citizens,  denizens,  or  subjects,  of  the  hos- 
tile nation  or  Governmeni,  being  males  of  the  age 
offourleen  years  and  upward*,  who  shall  be  with- 
in ibe  United  States,  and  not  actually  naturalized, 
ihall  be  liable  to  be  apprehended,  restrained,  se- 
enred,  and  removed,  as  alien  enemies.  And  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  shall  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized,  in  any  event  as  aforesaid,  by 
hii  proclamation  thereof,  or  other  public  act,  lo 
direct  the  conduct  to  be  observed,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  Slates,  towards  ihe  aliens  who  shall 
become  liable,  as  aforesaid  i  the  manner  and  de- 
^ee  of  the  reatraiol  to  which  they  shall  be  sub- 
jeel,  and  in  what  cases,  and  upon  what  security, 
iheir  residence  shall  be  permitted,  and  to  provide 
for  ibe  removal  of  ihose  who,  nol  beine  permitted 
lo  reside  within  the  United  States,  shall  refuse  or 
nqtect  to  depart  therefrom ;  and  to  establish  any 
other  regulations  which  staall  be  found  necessary 
in  the  premises  and  for  Ihe  public  safety ;  Pro- 
^ided,  That  aliens  resident  within  the  United 
States,  who  shall  become  liable  as  enemies,  in  the 
manner  aforesaid,  and  who  shall  not  be  chargea- 
ble with  actual  hostility,  or  other  crime  against 
tbe  public  safety,  shall  be  allowed  for  the  recove- 
ry, disposal^  and  remoral  of  their  ^oods  and  effects, 
and  for  their  departure,  the  full  time  which  ii  or 
■hall  be  stipulaied  by  any  treaty,  where  any  shall 
hare  been  berween  the  United  Stales  and  the  hos- 
tile nation  or  Government  of  which  they  shall  be 
aatirex,  citizens,  denizens,  or  subjecisj  and,  where 
CO  snch  treaty  shall  have  ezisied,  the  President  of 
ibe  United  States  may  ascertain  and  declare  sui^h 
reawnable  time  as  may  be  consbteni  with  the 
public  safety,  and  according  to  tbe  dictates  of  hu- 
manity and  national  hospitality. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fmiher  enact^^  That  after 
any  proclamation  shall  be  made  as  aforesaid,  it 
■ball  be  the  duty  of  the  several  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  and  of  each  Slate,  having  criminal  ju- 
risdiction, and  of  the  several  judges  and  justices 
of  tbe  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  ihey  shall 
be,  and  are  hereby,  respectively  authorized,  upon 
eompkiot  against  any  alien,  or  alien  enemies,  as 
aforeaaid,  who  shall  be  resident  and  at  large  with- 
in such  lurisdiciion  or  district,  to  the  danger  of 
the  pubuc  peace  or  safety,  and  ccmtrarf  to  the 
tenor  or  intent  of  such  proclamation,  or  other  re- 


gulations which  the  President  of  tbe  United  States 
shall  and  may  esiaUish  in  the  premises,  to  cause 
snch  alien  or  aliens  10  be  duly  apprehended  and 
convened  before  such  court,  iud^e,  or  justice;  and 
afler  a  full  examination  and  hearing  on  such  com- 
plaint, and  sufficient  cause  therefor  appearing, 
shall  and  may  order  such  alien  or  aliens  to  be  re- 
moved out  ol  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  or 
to  give  sureties  of  their  good  behaviour,  or  to  be 
otherwise  restrained,  conformably  to  the  procla- 
mation or  regulations  which  shall  and  may  be  ea- 
tablished  as  aforesaid,  and  may  imprison,  or  other- 
wise secure  such  alien  or  aliens,  until  the  order 
which  shall  and  may  be  made,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  performed. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  Ufarther  enacUd,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  tbe  marshal  of  the  district  in  which 
any  alien  enemy  shall  be  apprehended,  who,  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  by  order  of 
any  court,  judge,  or  justice,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
required  to  depart,  or  to  be  removed,  as  aforesaid, 
lo  provide  therefor,  and  to  execute  such  order,  by 
himself  or  his  depoiy,  or  other  discreet  person  oi 
persons  to  be  employed  by  hioi,  by  causing  a  re- 
moval of  such  alien  out  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States ;  and  for  such  removal  tbe  marshal 
shall  have  the  warrant  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  the  court,  judge,  or  justiee 
ordering  the  same,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Approved,  ioly  8,  1798. 

An  Act  to  declare  the  Trcitiea  heretoibre   condnded 

wilb   France,  no  longer  oUigslorj  on  the  United 

Butes. 

Whereas,  the  Treaties  concluded  between  the 
United  States  and  Frani^e  have  been  repeatedly 
violated  on  the  pari  of  the  French  Government; 
and  tbe  just  claims  of  tbe  United  States,  for  re- 
paration of  tbe  injuries  committed,  have  been  re- 
fused, and  their  attempts  to  negotiate  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  all  complaints  l^tween  the  two  na- 
tions, have  been  repelled  with  indignity;  And 
whereas,  under  authority  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, there  is  yet  pursued  against  the  United 
Slates  a  system  of  predatory  violence,  infracting 
tbe  said  treaties,  and  hostile  10  the  rights  of  a  free 
and  independent  nation; 

Be  it  enacted  ^c.  That  the  United  States  are, 
of  right,  freed  and  exonerated  from  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  treaties,  and  of  the  consular  conven- 
tion, heretofore  concluded  between  the  United 
States  and  France;  and   that  the  same  shall  not 


Approved  July  7,  1796. 

w  of  the  United 

Be  U  enacted  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized 
to  instruct  the  commanders  of  the  public  armed 
vessels  which  are,  or  which  shall  be,  employed  in 
the  service  of  the  United  Stales,  lo  subdue,  aeiz^ 
and  take  any  armed  French  vessel,  whicn  afaall 
be  fi>nad  wilhin  the  juriadicUoDal  limita  of  the 
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United  States,  or  eliiewhere,  on  the  higli  Kai,  and 
■uch  captured  ressel,  with  b«r  apparel,  guns,  and 
appurtenances,  aad  the  gooda  or  effects  which 
*hall  be  fauad  oa  board  the  same,  being  French 
property,  shall  be  brought  withia  aome  port  of  the 
United  States,  and  shall  be  duly  proceeded  against, 
end  coademDed  as  forfeited  ;  and  shall  accrue, 
and  be  distributed,  as  by  law  is  or  shall  be  pro- 
vided,  lespectiDE  the  captures  which  shall  be 
nude  by  the  public  annea  rewels  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  grant  to  the  owners  of  pri- 
vate armed  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  Stales, 
who  shall  make  application  therefor,  special  com- 
missions, in  ths  form  which  he  shall  direct,  and 
nnder  the  teal  of  the  United  States ;  and  such 
private  armed  ve:4seU,  when  duly  commissioned, 
as  aforesaid,  vhall  have  the  same  license  and  au- 
thority for  the  subduing,  seizing,  end  capturing 
any  armed  French  veuet,  and  Tor  the  re-capture 
of  the  vessels,  goods,  and  effects  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  as  the  public  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  Stales  may,  by  law  have;  and  shall 
be,  in  like  manner,  subject  to  such  instructions  as 
■hall  be  ordered  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Btaiet,  for  the  regulation  of  their  conduct.  And 
the  commissioos  which  shall  be  granted,  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  revocable  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  Provided^  and  be  it  fiaibtr  ewxted, 
That  every  persOD,  ioteodiDg  to  set  forth  and  em- 
ploy an  armed  vessel,  and  applying  fora  nommis- 
■ion,  as  aforesaid,  shall  produce  in  writiofi,  the 
name,  and  a  suitable  description  of  the  tonnage 
and  force  of  the  vessel,  and  the  name  aod  place 
of  residence  of  each  owner  concerned  therein,  the 
number  of  the  crew,  and  the  name  of  the  com- 
mander, and  the  two  officers  next  in  tank,  ap- 
pointed for  such  vessel;  which  writing  shall  be 
tiffned  by  the  person  or  persons  making  such  ap- 
pUcation,  and  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State, 
or  shall  be  delivered  to  any  other  officer  or  person 
who  shall  be  employed  to  deliver  out  such  com- 
missioQS  lo  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the  Secre- 
Ury  of  Slate. 

Sec.  4.  And  'provided,  and  be  it  further  enact- 
td.  That  before  any  commission,  as  aforesaid. 
shall  be  issued,  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  ship 
or  vessel  for  which  the  same  ^ihall  be  requested, 
and  the  commander  thereof,  for  the  time  being, 
shall  give  bond  to  the  United  States,  with  at  least 
two  responsible  sureties,  not  interested  in  such 
vessel,  in  the  penal  sum  of  seven  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  or  if  such  vessel  be  provided  with  more 
than  one  hundred  ani]  fifty  men,  then  in  the  penal 
lUifl  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars;  with  condi- 
tion that  the  owners,  and  officers  and  crews  who 
shall  be  emploved  on  board  of  sucb  commission- 
ad  vessel,  shall  and  will  observe  the  treaties  and 
laws  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  instructions 
which  shall  be  given  them  for  the  regulation  of 
their  conduct;  and  will  satisfy  ell  damages  and 
ittjnriea  which  shall  be  done  or  committed  con- 
tiaty  to  the  leaor  thereof,  by  such  vessel,  during 


, ,  and  to  deliver  up  the  same  whea 

revoked  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all 
armed  French  vessels,  together  with  tneir  appar- 
el, guns,  and  appurtenances,  and  any  goods  or  ef- 
fects which  shall  be  found  on  board  the  same,  be- 
ing French  property,  aod  which  shall  be  captured 
by  any  private  armed  vessel  or  vessels  of  ibe 
United  States,  duly  commissioned,  as  aforesud, 
shall  be  forfeited,  and  shall  accrne  to  the  owners 
thereof,  and  the  officers  and  crews  by  whom  such 
captures  shall  be  made;  and  on  due  condemna- 
tion bad,  shall  be  distributed  according  to  any 
agreement  which  shall  be  between  them  ;  or  ii 
failure  of  such  agreement,  then  by  the  discretion 
of  the  court  before  whom  such  condemnation 
shaU  be. 

Sec,  6.  And  be  itjvrt/ier  enaded,  That  all  ves- 
sels, goods,  and  ejects,  the  property  of  aoy  cili* 
zen  of  the  United  States,  or  person  resident 
therein,  which  shall  be  re-captured,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  restored  to  the  lawful  owners,  opon  pay- 
ment by  them,  respectively,  of  a  just  and  reason- 
able salvage,  to  ne  determined  by  the  mutual 
agreement  of  the  parties  concerned,  or  by  the  de- 
cree of  an^  court  of  the  United  Stales  having 
maritime  jurisdiction,  according  to  the  nature  oT 
each  case :  Provided,  Thai  soea  allowance  shall 
not  be  less  than  one-eighth,  or  exceeding  one  half 
uf  the  full  value  of  such  re-capture,  without  any 
deduction.  And  such  salvage  shall  be  distributed 
to  and  among  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews  oT 
the  private  armed  vessel  or  vessels  entitled  thereto^ 
according  to  any  agreemeol  whichshall  be  between 
them ;  or  in  ease  of  no  agreement,  then  by  tbe 
decree  of  tbe  court  who  shall  determine  upon 
such  ralvage.  • 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  before 
breaking  bulk  of  any  vessel  which  shall  be  cb|>- 
tured,  as  aforesaid,  oi  olber  disposal  or  conversion 
thereof,  or  of  any  articles  which  shall  be  found 
on  board  the  same,  such  capture  shall  be  brought 
into  some  port  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be 
libelled  and  proceeded  a^inst  before  tbe  district 
court  of  the  same  district;  and  if,  afler  a  due 
course  of  prooeedings,  sucb  capture  shall  be  de- 
creed as  forfeited  in  the  district  court,  or  in  the 
circuit  court  of  the  same  district  in  the  case  of 
any  appeal  duly  allowed,  tbe  same  shall  be  delir- 
ered  to  tbe  owners  and  captors  concerned  therein, 
or  shall  be  pubUcly  sold  by  the  marshal  of  the 
same  court,  as  shall  be  Gnally  decreed  and  ordered 
by  the  court ;  and  the  same  court,  who  shall  have 
final  jurisdiction  of  any  libel  or  complaiol  of  any 
capture  as  aforesaid,  shall  and  may  decree  restitu- 
tion, in  whole  or  in  part,  where  the  capture  aod 
restraint  shall  have  been  made  without  jus(  cause, 
as  aforesaid  ;  and  if  made  without  probable  catue^ 
or  otherwise  unreasonably,  may  order  and  decree 
damages  and  costs  to  the  party  injured,  and  lot 
which  the  ownns,  o&ers.  and  crews  of  the  j»ri- 
vate  armed  vessel  or  vessels,  by  which  such  unjaH 
capture  shall  have  been  made,  and  also  socfa  ves- 
sel or  vessels,  shall  be  answerable  and  liable 

Sac.  a  And  be  it  fiirtker  enacted.  That  alt 
French  perstma  and  others,  who  shall  be  fami 
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icliog  on  board  any  French  aimed  Tessel,  which 
shill  be  captured,  or  on  board  of  any  vessel  of 
iheUnJIed  States,  which  shall  be  re-captured,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  repotted  to  the  collector  of  the 
port  io  whieh  they  shall  first  arrive,  and  shall  be 
ddirered  to  the  euslodjr  of  the  marshal,  or  of 
some  civil  or  military  officer  of  the  United  States 
or  of  any  Stale  in  or  near  such  port ;  who  ihall 
take  charge  for  their  safe  keeping  and  support,  at 
the  eipenxe  of  the  United  States. 
Approred,  July  9, 1796. 


Ad  Act  Jimitiiig  the  time  within  vrtuoh  clums  agiinft 
Ibe  United  EKatei,  fer  credits  on  the  books  of  the 
Trtuniy  may  be  prcaentad  for  allowaitOA. 
Bt  U  enacUd  fc.,  That  all  credits  on  the  books 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  for  transac- 
lioos  dnrlnz  the  late  war,  which.accarding  lo  the 
course  of  the  Treaaiiry,  have  hitherto  been  dis- 
charged by  issuiog  certificates  of  registered  debt, 
shall  be  forever  barred  and  precluded  from  setile- 
mcDt  or  allowance,  unless  claimed  by   ' 
creditors,  or  their  legal  representa(ives,c 


wry  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  required  to  cause 
this  act  to  be  published  in  one  or  more  of  the  pab- 
Ilc  papers  of  each  State. 
Approved,  July  9,  1798. 


ka  Act  to  provide  for  the  valnstion  of  lands  and  dwel- 

ling-hontes,  and  the  enomention  of  slaves,  within 

Ibe  United  Statas. 

Se  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  for  the  pnrpose  of 
making  ihe  valualioa'i  and  enumeraiion:!  herein- 
after directed,  there  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  desig- 
Daied  and  established,  the  following  divisions,  to 
mt: 

The  State  of  New  Hampshire  shall  contain  five 
divisions,  as  follows :  The  first  division  to  consist 
of  the  connty  of  Rockiogham  ;  the  second  division  ; 
to  consist  of  the  county  of  Stafibrd  ;  the  third  di- 
TJsioD  to  consist  of  the  county  of  Hillsborough  ; 
the  fourth  division  to  consist  of  the  county  of 
Cheshire  ;  and  the  fifth  division  to  consist  of  the 
county  of  Crrafton. 

The  State  of  Massachusetts  shall  contain  nine 
divisions,  ns  follow :  Tbe  first  division  to  consist 
of  Ihe  counties  of  Hancock,  Washington,  and  LiU' 
coin ;  the  second  division  to  consist  of  the  coun- 
ties of  York  and  Cumberland;  the  third  division 
to  consist  of  the  county  of  Essex  ;  the  fourth  di- 
vision to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Suffolk  and 
Norfolk  ;  the  fifth  division  toconsist  of  the  county 
of  Middlesex;  the  sixth  division  to  consist  of  the 
counties  of  Bristol.  Plymouth,  Barnstable.  Duke's 
county,  and  Nantucket;  the  seventh  division  to 
consist  of  the  county  of  Worcester ;  the  eighth 
division  to  consist  of  the  county  of  Hampshire; 
and  the  ninth  division  to  consist  of  the  county  of 
Berkshire. 

Tbe  State  of  Rhode  Island  shall  contain  three 
divisions,  ai  follow :  The  first  division  to  consist 


of  the  counties  of  Newport  and  Bristol ;  the  sec- 
ond division  to  consist  of  tbe  counties  of  Wash- 
ington and  Kent  ;  and  the  third  division  to  con- 
sist of  the  county  of  Providence. 

The  State  of  Connecticut  shall  contain  five 
divisions,  as  follow:  The  first  division  toconsist 
of  the  counties  of  Hartford  and  Tolland ;  the  sec- 
ond division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  New 
Haven  and  Middlesex  ;  the  third  division  to  eon- 
slat  of  (he  counties  of  New  London  and  Wind- 
ham ;  the  fourth  division  to  consist  of  the  county 
of  Fairfield  ;  and  tbe  fifth  division  to  consist  of 
the  county  of  Litchfield. 

The  State  of  Vermont  shall  contain  five  divia- 
ions.  as  follow ;  The  first  division  shall  consist 
of  toe  counties  of  Windham  and  Windsor;  the 
second  division  to  constat  of  the  counties  of  Ben- 
nington and  Rutland ;  the  third  division  to  con- 
sist of  the  counties  of  Oranee  and  Caledonia ;  the 
fourth  division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Addi- 
son and  Chittenden  ;  and  the  fifth  division  to  con- 
sist of  the  counties  of  Franklin,  Orleans,  and 
Essex. 

The  State  of  New  York  shall  conuio  nine  di- 
visions, as  follow :  The  first  division  to  consist  of 
the  counties  of  Sufiblk,  Ctueen's,  King's,  and  Hicb- 
mond  ;  the  second  division  to  consist  of  the  city 
and  county  of  New  York;  the  third  division  lo 
consist  of  the  counties  of  Westchester,  Rockland, 
Orange,  and  Ulster;  the  fourth  division  toconiiat 
of  the  counties  of  Duchess  and  Columbia;  iJm 
fifth  division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Ran*- 
setaer  and  Schoharie,  and  the  city  and  county  of 
Albany ;  the  sixth  division  to  consist  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Washington,  Clinton,  and  Saratoga ;  the 
seventhdivision  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Mont- 
gomery, Oneida,  and  Herkemer;  tbe  eighth  di- 
vision to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Delaware,  Ot- 
sego, and  Chenango ;  and  the  ninth  division  to 
consist  of  the  counties  of  Tioga,  Ooandago,  Steo- 
ben,  and  Ontario. 

The  State  of  New  Jersey  shall  contain  fire  di- 
visions, as  follow ;  The  first  division  to  consist  of 
the  eountiesof  Bergen,  Essex,  and  Middlesex;  the 
second  division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Sus- 
sex and  Morris ;  the  third  division  to  consist  of 
the  counties  of  Hunterdon  and  Somerset ;  the 
fourth  division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Bur- 
lington and  MoDiDOUtb  ;  and  the  fitYh  division  to 
consistof  the  counties  of  Gloucester,  Cumberland, 
Salem,  and  Cape  May. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  shall  con  tain  nine  di- 
visions, as  follow:  the  first  division  to  coustst  of 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia;  the  second 
division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Delaware, 
Chester,  and  Lancaster ;  the  third  division  to  con- 
sist of  the  counties  of  Montgomery  and  Bucks ; 
the  fourth  division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of 
Berks  and  Dauphin ;  the  fifth  division  lo  constat 
of  the  couniie*  of  Northampton,  Wayne,  and  Lu- 
zerne ;  the  sixth  division  to  consist  of  the  counttea 
of  York,  Curabetland.  and  Franklin  ;  the  seventh 
division  to  consist  of  tne  counties  of  Northumber- 
land, Lycoming,  and  Mifflin ;  the  eighth  division 
to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Somonet, 
and  Huntingdon;  imd  the  ninth  division  to  coft- 
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aist  of  tlie  counties  of  We^traorelaod,  Allegany, 
Washinelon,  Greene,  and  Fayette. 

The  Slate  of  Delaware  ahall  coniaia  three  di- 
TisioDS,  B9  follow:  The  first  diviaioD  lo  consm  of 
the  county  of  Newcastle;  the  second  division  to 
consist  of  the  county  of  Kent ;  and  the  third  di-  < 
riiion  lo  consist  of  the  county  of  Sussex. 

The  State  of  Maryland  ahall  contain  seven  di- ! 
visions,  as  follow:  The  first  division  to  consist  of ' 
the  counties  of  St.  Mary's,  Charles,  and  Calvert ;  I 
the  second  division  to  consist  of  ihi  •         '  i 


list  of  thecoun'ties  of  Anne-ArnndeWincluding 
the  city  of  Annapolis,)  and  Baltimore,  (inetudiog 
the  city  of  Baltimore ;)  the  fourth  division  to  con- 
sist of  the  counties  of  Washington,  Frederick,  and 
Allegany,  the  fifth  division  to  consist  of  the 
counties  of  Harford,  Cecil,  and  Kent;  the  »ix(b 
division  toconsist  of  the  counties  of  ^neenAane's. 
Caroline,  and  Talbot ;  and  the  seventh  division 
(o  consist  of  the  counties  of  Somerset,  Dorchester, 
ftod  Worcester, 

The  State  of  VirKinia  shall  contain  eleven  divi- 
sions, as  follow  :  The  first  division  to  consist  of 
the  counties  of  Frederick,  Berkeley,  Shenandoah, 
Rockingham,  AugUE>ia,  Rockbridge,  Bath,  and 
Botetourt;  the  second  division  to  consist  of  the 
counties  of  Hampshire.  Brooke,  Hardy,  Pendle- 
ton, Harrisonj  Monongalia,  Ohio,  and  Randolph  ; 
the  third  division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of 
Ghvenbrler, KenhawB,  Moptgoinery, Wythe,  Gray- 
son, Washington,  Russell,  and  Lee ;  the  fourth  di- 
vision to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Palrick.  Frank- 
lin, Henry.  Bedford,  Pittsylvania,  Campbell,  and 
Halifax  ;  the  fifth  division  lo  consist  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Charlotte,  Prince  Edward,  Buckinghana, 
Cumberland,  Povrhattan,  Araelia,  Notiaway,  Lu- 
nenberg,  and  Mecklenberg;  the  sixth  division  to 
consist  of  the  counties  of  Chesterfield.  Din wid- 
die,  Brunswick,  Greensville,  Sussex,  and  Prince 
George;  the  seventh  division  to  consist  of  the 
counties  of  Surrey,  Southampton,  Isle  of  Wight, 
Naosemond,  Norfolk,  and  Princess  Aune;  the 
eighth  division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Hano- 
Ter,  Henrico,  New  Kent, Charles  City.  James  City, 
MattliewB,  Gloucester.  York,  Warwick,  Elizabeth 
City,  Accomack,  and  North  Hampton  ;  the  ninth 
division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Caroline, 
King  and  Queen,  Essex,  King  William,  Middle- 
•ex,  Lancaster,  Northumberland, Richmond^ West- 
moreland, and  King  George;  the  tenth  division 
to  consist  of  the  cout)tles  of  Stafford,  Ctilpepper, 
Fftirfax,  Fauquier,  Loudon,and  Prince  William  ;  i 
and  the  eleventh  division  to  consist  of  the  counties! 
of  Spoltsylvanla,  Orange,  Madison,  Louisa,  Flu- 
Tanns,  Goochland,  Albemarle,  and  Amherst. 

The  State  of  Kentucky  shall  contain  five  divi- 
■ions,  as  follow:  The  first  division  to  consist  ol 
the  counties  of  Madison,  Lincoln,  Garrard,  Mer- 
eer,  Washington,  and  that  part  of  the  county  of 
Franklin  which  lies  on  the  south  side  of  the  Ken- 
tucky river ;  the  second  division  lo  consist  of  the 
counties  of  Nelson,  Shelby,  Jefferson,  Bullitt,  and 
Hardin ;  the  third  division  to  consist  of  the  coun- 
tied  of  Green.  Logan,  Christian,  and  Warren ;  the 


fourth  division  to  consist  of  rfie  counties  of  Ma- 
son, Fleming,  Bracken.  Campbell.  Harrison,  and 
Bourbon  ;  and  the  fifth  division  to  consist  of  the 
coaniies  of  Fayette,  Woodford,  Scoit,  Clark, 
Montgomery,  and  that  part  of  Franklin  county 
which  lies  on  the  nortn  side  of  the  Kentucky 

The  State  of  North  Carolina  shall  contain  seven 
divisions,  as  follow:  The  first  division  to  con- 
sist of  Edenton  district ;  the  second  division  to 
consist  of  Newbera  district;  the  third  division  to 
consist  of  Halifai  district;  the  fourth  division  to 
consist  of  Hillsborough  district ;  the  fifib  division 
10  consist  of  Salisbury  district ;  the  sixth  division 
to  consist  of  Morgan  district ;  and  the  seventh  di- 
vision to  consist  of  Wilmington  and  Payette  dis- 

Thc  State  of  Tennessee  shall  contain  ibree  divi- 
sions, as  follow :  The  first  division  lo  consist  of 
the  district  of  Washington  ;  the  second  division 
10  consist  of  the  district  of  Hamilton;  and  the 
third  division  to  consist  of  the  district  of  Mero. 

The  State  of  South  Carolina  shall  contain  fire 
divisions,  as  follow :  The  first  division  lo  consist 
of  the  districts  of  Charleston  and  Georgetown; 
the  second  division  to  consist  of  the  districts  of 
Cambden  and  Cheraw;  the  third  division  to  con- 
sist of  the  districis  of  Pinckney  and  Washington; 
the  fourth  division  to  consist  of  the  district  of 
Ninety-six;  and  the  fifth  division  tu  consist  of  the 
districis  of  Orangeburg  and  Beaufort. 

The  State  of  Cieorgia  shall  contain  three  divi- 
sions, as  follow :  The  first  division  to  consist  of 
the  counties  of  Chalham,  Bryan,  Liberty,  Mcin- 
tosh, Glynn,  Cambden,  and  Effingham  ;  the  sec- 
ond division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Wash- 
ington, Montgomery,  Scriven,  Burke,  Richmond, 
Jefferson,  Warren,  and  Columbia;  and  the  third 
division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Hancock. 
Wilkes,  Greene,  Elbert,  Oglethorpe,  Jackson,  and 
Franklin. 

And  where  any  new  county  shall  have  been,  or 
hereaHer  may  be  formed,  within  any  Slate,  out 
of  any  one  or  more  of  the  counties  composing  any 
one  of  the  aforesaid  divisions,  such  new  county 
shall  be  considered  as  part  of  such  divisloD ;  and 
if  such  new  county  shall  have  been,  or  hereafter 
shall  be  formed  out  of  counties  lying  in  different 
divisions,  then  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed 
in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  determine  lo  which 
of  such  divisions  it  shall  belong. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
said  commissioners  shall,  before  they  enter  on  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  enjoined  by  this  act,  take 
and  subscribe,  before  some  competent  magistrate. 
an  oath  or  anirmalion,  truly,  faithfully,  and  im- 
partially to  discharge  their  trust ;  in  defanlt  of 
taking  which  oath  or  affirmaiton,  before  entering 
on  the  discharge  of  the  duties  aforesaid,  the  party 
failing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  two  hundred  dollars 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  to  be  recovered 
in  any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction,  with 
costs  of  suit. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  jfurther  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  one  commissioner  appointed  for  each  of 
said  divisions,  who  shall  reside  within  the  umc; 
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aod  if  ibe  appoinlmeut  of  said  comniissio 
mj  number  of  ihem,  shall  not  b«  made  dui 
prcseni  session  of  Congre.>s,  the  President  of  [he 
United  Slates  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  empowered 
(a  make  such  appointment  during  ibe  recess  of 
the  Senate,  by  granting  commissions,  which  shall 
noire  at  the  end  of  their  Ofit  session. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itjurthtr  enacted,  That  the 
eommiiiioners  for  each  Slate  shall,  immediately, 
or  B5  sooa  as  may  be,  after  iheir  appointmeiil, 
COD  ten  e  in  a  geoerat  meeting,  a  I  such  time  ana 
place  as  shall  be  appointed  and  directed  by  the 
commissioners  for  each  State,  first  named  and 
qniliSed  according  to  this  act ;  and  a  majority  of 
tbe  commissioners,  so  convened,  shall  have  power 
10  sdjoum  to  such  time  and  place  as  they  shall 
judge  proper,  and  a  majority  of  [he  commissioners 
ta  be  appoittled  in  each  Slate  according  to  this 
BCl.  when  convened  accordinelorulea  to  be  adopted 
It  [heir  Grst  meeting,  shall,  and  are  hereby,  de- 
clared lo  be  a  board  competent  to  transact  and  dis- 
cli»rgeany  business  or  duties  enjoined  by  this  a[:l. 

Sec.  5,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
laid  commissioners,  when  convened  as  aforesaid 
ahalt  and   may  appoint  a  suitable  person   to  be 

ir  clerk,  who  shall  hold  his  office  at  the  pleas- 


Tt  of  (he  said 
;ordai 


skll  ta 


:>a[h  c 


affira 


whose  duty  it 
""  proceedingi 

oners,  and  who 
diligently  and 

which  oath  or 


ftilhfully  to  dischaive  hi 
affirmation  either  of  the 
hereby  authorized  to  administer;  and  in  default 
of  taking  such  oath  or  affirmation,  previous  to  en- 
leriDg  on  ibe  duties  of  the  said  appointment,  or 
on  failure  to  record  diligently  and  truly  all  or  any 
luleior  proceedings  of  the  said  comminsioDers,  or 
<u  furnish  transcripts  or  copies  thereof,  when  dt- 
tm?d  by  the  said  commissioners,  or  required  by 
tht  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  writing,  such 
tierk  shall  be  discharged  from  office,  and  shall  for- 
feii  and  ]tay  one  hundred  dollars,  lo  be  recovered 
far  the  use  of  the  United  Stales,  with  costs  of 
luiL  in  any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction, 
Sec.  6.  And  beit further  mooted,  Thai  it  shall 
Ik  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  cause  to 
Ik  lecorded  and  noted  the  names  of  such  of  the 
said  cammissiooers  as  shall  attend  any  general 
mniiog ;  as  also  the  periods  ot  their  attendani 
respectively ;  and  if  any 
<D  attend  such  general 
transmit,  or  cause  to  be 
ccnunissi oners  at  their  said  meet 
snhsequenily  holden,  an  excuse  f 
which  shall,  by  a  majority  of  thi 
then  present,  be  accepted  as  satisfaciory  and  rea- 
nnable,  such  commissioner,  so  failing  as  aforesaid, 
ikall.  for  every  day  which  he  may  Be  absent  du- 
ring snch  meeliog,  forfeit  and  pay  ten  dollars,  to 
i«  recovered  for  tbe  use  of  the  United  Slates,  wilh 
cosis  of  suit,  in  any  court  having  competent  juris- 
diciion ;  or  to  be  deducted  from  the  com  peasa lion 
)s  hereafter  established  for  the  said  commissioner: 
and  a  transcript  from  the  records  of  the  said  com- 
missioners,  ctrtified  by  their  clerh,  by  which  it 
tliall  appear  that  any  commissioner  has  failed  to 


ihall  fail 
L^,  and  shall   not 


attend  a  general  meeting,  and  to  ir 
to  be  transmitted,  an  excuse,  which  shall  have 
been  accepted  as  satisfaciory  and  reasonable,  as 
aforesaid,  shall,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  conclusive  and  legal  evidence  that  the  pen- 
ally aforesaid  has  beeik  incurred. 

Sec.  7.  Aud  be  it  Jurtker  enacted,  That  the 
commissioners  of  each  State,  convened  as  afore- 
said, shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  divide  their  respective  Slates  into  a 
suitable  and  convenient  number  of  assessment  dis- 
tricts, within  each  of  which  ibey  shall  appoint  one 
respectable  freeholder, to  be  principal assessor,and 
such  number  of  respectable  freeholders  to  be  as- 
sistant assessors,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  for 
carrying  this  act  into  effect :  Provided,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  reduce  the  number  of  assessment 
listricis  io  any  Slate,  or  the  number  of  assistant 
issessors  in  any  district,  if  either  shall  appear  lo  him 
to  be  loo  great ;  and  each  assessor  so  appointed,  and 
accepting  the  appointment,  shall,  before  he  enters 
tlie  unties  of  his  appointment,  take  and  sub- 
be,  before  some  competent  magiairaie,  or  some 
commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit :  "I, 
A.  B.,  do  swear  or  affirm  thai  I  will,  to  the  best  of 
ly  knowledge,  skill,  and  judgment,  diligently  and 
faithfully  execute  the  office  and  duties  of  assessor 
for  [naming  the  assessment  dislricl,]  without  favor 
or  partiality,  and  that  1  will  do  equal  right  and 
justice,  in  every  ease  in  which  f  shalf  act  as 
assessor :"  and  a  eeriificaie  of  such  oath  or  affirm-  . 
alion  shall  be  delivered  lo  the  commissioner  of 
the  district  for  which  such  assessor  shall  have 
been  appointed ;  and  every  assessor,  acting  in  bis 
said  office,  without  having  taken  the  said  oath  or 
affirmation,  shall  foifeil  and  pav,  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  one  hundred  dolurs,  to  be  recovered, 
with  costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  having  competent 
jurisdiction. 

Sec.  a.  And  be  ii  farther  enacted,  That  tbe 
commissioners  for  each  Slate,  convened,  as  afore- 
said, shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  estaolisb  all  such  r^ulatioos,  a?  lo  ihem, 
a  majority  of  them,  shall  appear  suitable  and 
_.cessaiy  for  carrying  this  act  into  efiect^  which 
regulations  shall  be  binding  on  each  commissioner 
and  assessor,  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  en- 
joined by  or  imder  inis  act ;  and  also  to  frame  in- 
structions for  the  said  assessors,  informing  them, 
and  each  of  them,  of  the  duties  to  be  by  them  re- 
spectively performed  under  this  act:  Pursuant  to 
which  regulations  and  instructions,  the  said  com- 
missioners shall,  jointly  or  severally,  direct  and 
cause  ihe  said  assessors,  and  each  of  them,  to  in- 
quire after  and  concerning  all  lands,  dwelling- 
houses,  and  slaves,  in  their  respective  assessment 
districts,  by  reference  to  any  records  or  documents, 
and  to  any  lists  of  assessment  taken  under  the  laws 
of  their  respective  States,  and  by  all  other  law- 
ful ways  and  means ;  and  (o  value  and  enumeiat« 
the  said  dwelling-houses,  lands,  and  slaves,  in  the 
manner  following,  to  wit :  Every  dwelling-honse 
above  the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars,  with  the 
onthousestheretoappnrtenant,and  the  lot  OB  which 
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such  dwell jng-hoase  and  oa(  houies  are  nectti. 
Dot  exceeding  two  acres,  in  aay  case,  shall  be 
Tataei)  ai  ihe  rate  such  dwelling'-house,  with  the 
lot  and  appurtenances  aforesaid^  are  worth  id  mo- 
ney, with  a  due  reeard  to  situation.  All  lands  and 
town  lots,  except  Tots  on  which  dwell iDft'houset 
abo7e  the  value  of  one  hundred  dollan,  with  their 


appurtenances,  are  erected,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
valued  br  the  quantity,  either  in  acres  or  square 
feeL  as  Cne  case  may  be,  at  the  avenge  rate  which 
each  separate  and  entire  tract  or  lot  is  worth  in 
money,  in  due  relation  to  other  lands  and  lota.and 
with  reference  to  all  advantages,  either  of  soil  or 
situation,  and  to  all  buildings  and  other  improve- 
ments of  whatever  kind,  except  dwel line-houses 
■hove  the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  the  out 
houses  appurtenant  thereto.  And  all  slaves,  whe> 
tfaer  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  mestizoes,  above  the 
aee  of  twelve,  and  under  the  age  of  fifty  years, 
shall  be  enumerated  in  (he  assessment  district  in 
which  they  may,  respectively,  be  kept  or  employ- 
ed at  the  lime  of  the  enurneration,  except  such 
as  from  fixed  infirmity,  or  bodily  disability,  may 
be  incapable  of  labor:  Pnyoided,  That  all  prop- 
erty, ot^ whatever  kind,  comiog  within  any  of  the 
foregoing  descriptions,  and  belonging  to  tbe  Uni- 
ted States,  or  any  State,  or  permanently  exempted 
from  taxation  by  the  laws  of  the  State  wherein 
the  same  may  be  situated  or  possessed,  shall  be 
exempted  from  the  aforesaid  valuation  and  enn- 


Sec.9.  An(^6ei{>W<ft«renacfe(£,  That,for  the  pur- 
pose of  makingiheaforesaid  valuations  and  enume- 
rations, the  assessors  to  he  appuimed  in  each  assess- 
ment district,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  be, 
atid  hereby  are,  authorized  and  required  to  dis- 
tribute their  respective  assessment  districts,  by 
mutual  affreemeni,  into  such  nnmber  of  divisions 
as  they  shall  deem  convenient,  not  exceeding  (he 
number  of  assistant  afse*sors  appointed  for  each 
district  J  after  which,  they  shall,  severalljr,  pro- 
ceed, without  delay,  through  their  respective  di- 
visions, and,  in  general,  through  every  part  of 
their  respective  assessment  distnctSj  and  shall  re- 
<(uire  all  persons  owning  or  possessing  any  dwel- 
ling-houses, lands,  or  slaves,  or  having  the  care 
or  management  thereof,  to  deliver  separate  writ- 
ten tisl^specifying  in  one  lint  the  dwelling-houses, 
in  another  the  lands,  and  in  a  third  the  slaves, 
owned,  possessed,  or  superintended  by  them,  re- 

TClivefy,  in  each  and  every  assessment  district 
the  State,  or  of  any  other  State,  designating 
the  State,  county,  parish,  township,  or  town, 
as  the  case  may  be,  where  the  properly  lies ; 
and  making  separate  lists,  as  aforesaid,  for  the 
property  in  each;  and  the  said  lists  shall  spe- 
cify, in  respect  to  dwelling-honses,  their  situ- 
ation, their  dimensions  or  area,  their  number 
of  stories,  the  number  and  dimensions  of  their 
windows,  the  materials  whereof  they  are  bnilt, 
whether  wood,  brick^  or  alone,  the  nnmber,  de- 
scription, and  dimensioas  of  the  out  houses  appur- 
tenant to  ihem,  and  the  names  of  their  owners 
or  occupants ;  and,  in  respect  to  lands,  the  said 
lists  shall  specify  the  quantity  of  each  separate 
tract  or  lot,  the  number,  description  and  dimen- 


sions of  all  whacrea  and  buildings  thereon,  except 
dwelling-houses  above  the  value  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  the  out  houses  appurtenant  thereio; 
the  name  of  the  owner  or  occupant;  and  ihc 
quantity  of  land  such  owner  or  occupant  may 
claim,  as  entitled  to  exemption  under  this  act,  with 
the  circumslBDces  whereon  the  claim  rests;  and, 
in  respect  to  slaves,  the  said  lists  shall  specify  the 
number  above  the  age  of  twelve,  and  under  the 
^e  of  fifty  years,  owned  or  |K>sseBBed  by,  or  unda 
the  care  of,  each  person,  with  the  name  of  such 

Seo.  10.  And  be  it  furthtr  enacted,  That  if 
any  person,  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  prepared  to 
exhibit  a  written  list,  when  required,  and  !thaU 
consent  to  disclose  the  particulars  of  any  and  all 
lands,  dwelling-houses,  and  blaves,  as  aforesaid, 
then,  and  in  such  case,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  tbe 
assessor  to  make  such  list,  which,  being  disiincily 
read  and  consented  to,  shall  be  received  as  the 
list  of  such  person. 

Sec.  11.  Aad  be  it  fvrther  enacUd,  That  if  any 
person  shall  deliver  or  disclose  to  any  assessor, 
appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  requiring 
a  list  or  lists,  as  aforesaid,  any  false  or  fraudulent 
list,  with  intent  to  defeat  or  evade  the  valuation 
or  enumeration  hereby  directed  to  be  made,  such 
person  so  offending,  and  being  thereof  conricted 
before  any  court  having  cooipelenl  jurisdiction, 
shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  aor  less  than  one  hundred  dollars,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  shall  pay  all  costs 
and  charges  of  prosecution ;  and  the  valuation  and 
enumeration  ol  such  persons'  property,  shall,  in 
all  such  cases,  be  made,  as  aforesaid,  upon  lists, 
according  to  the  form  above  described,  to  be  made 
out  by  tbe  assessors,  respectively  ;  which  lists  the 
said  assessors  are  authorized  and  required  to  make, 
according  to  the  best  information  they  can  obtain, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  making  which,  ihev*  are 
hereby  authorized  to  eater  into  and  upon  all  and 
singuur  the  premises,  respectively  ;  and  from  the 
valuations  aad  enumerations  so  made,  there  shall 
be  no  appeal. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
lists,  aforesaid,  shall  be  taken  with  reference  ta 
the  first  day  of  October  next ;  and  the  commis- 
sioners, aforesaid,  shall  prescribe  a  time  to  the  as- 
sessors uf  assessment  districts,  within  which  (im« 
the  said  lists  shall  be  taken  and  delivered  to  the 
principal  assessor,  to  be  named  for  that  purpose, 
m  eacn  assessment  district ;  which  time  shall  not 
he  more  than  thirty  days  from  the  time  of  receiv- 
ing their  weoepts  or  warrants.  And  all  lists  of 
property  taken  with  reference  to  any  other  assess- 
ment district  than  that  in  which  the  owner  or 
possessor  resides,  shall  be  immediately  transmit- 
ted to  the  commissioner  superintending  the  dis- 
trict, and  from  him  to  the  principal  assessor  of  the 
district  within  which  such  property  is  situated. 

Sec.  13.  Aad  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case 
any  person  shall  be  absent  from  his  [dace  of  resi- 
dence at  the  time  an  assessor  shall  call  to  receive 
the  list  of  such  person,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  sack 
assessor  to  leave  at  the  houseor  place  of  residence 
of  such  person  a  wriueu  noli  "     " ""■ — 
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nqairiog  him  to  prpEent  to  such  assessor  the  list 
DF  lists  required  by  this  act,  within  ten  days  from 
ihe  date  of  sack  oote  or  memorandum. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted,  That  if  any 
person,  on  being  required  or  notified,  as  aforeMid, 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  give  such  lite  or  lists,  as 
aforesaid,  within  the  time  required  hy  this  act,  it 
shlU  be  the  duty  of  the  assessors,  for  the  assess- 
ment district  within  which  such  person  shall  re- 
jide,  or  of  some  two  or  more  of  them,  aod  they,  or 
some  two  or  more  of  ihem,  are  hereby  authorized 
sod  required  to  enter  into  and  upon  the  lands, 
dwelling-houses,  and  premises  of  such  person  so 
negleetmg  or  refusing,  and  to  make,  according  to 
the  beat  information  which  ihey  can  obtain,  and, 
on  their  own  view,  such  list  or  lists  of  the  lands, 
dwell iae-ho uses,  and  slaves  of  such  person,  as  are 
required  by  thia  act ;  which  lists,  fo  made  Had 
snbseribed  by  such  assessors,  shall  be  labeo  and 
reputed  as  good  and  sufficient  lists  of  the  lands, 
dwelling-houses,  and  slaves  of  such  person,  under. 
an d  for  the  purposes  of  ihisact;  and  the  person 
so  failing  or  nef^ectiag,  unless  in  case  of  sickness 
or  absence  from  home,  for  the  whole  period  from 
■be  leaving  of  such  notification,  to  the  exuiration 
of  the  said  ten  days,  shall,  moreover,  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recov- 
ered, with  costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  having  com- 
petent jurisdiction;  one  moiety  to  the  use  of  the 
assessors  for  the  assessment  district  in  which  such 
person  shall  reside,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the 
nteofthe  United  States. 

Sec.  15.  Atui  be  it  further  enacted^  Thai  when- 
eter  there  shall  be.  in  any  assessment  district,  any 
dwelling-homes,  lauds,  or  slaves,  not  owned  or 
possessed  by  any  person  or  persons  within  such 
district,  and  no  list  of  which  shall  be  transmitted 
10  the  principal  assessor  of  such  district,  in  the 
manner  provided  by  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  assessors  for  such  district,  or  some  one  or 
more  of  them,  and  they,  or  some  one  or  more  of 
ihem,  are  herebv  authorized  and  required  to  enter 
into  and  upon  all  such  dwelling-houses,  lands,  and 
lals,Bnd  to  make  lists  of  ibe  same,  respectively,  after 
Ihe  form  prescribed  by  this  act.  and  also  to  make 
lists  of  all  slaves,  as  aforesaid  ;  which  lists,  beine 
wbscribed  by  the  said  assessor  or  assessors,  shall 
be  taken  and  reputed  as  good  and  sufficient  lists 
of  such  lands,  tTwellinghouses,  and  slaves,  under 
ind  for  the  purpose  of  this  act. 

Bec.  16.  And  be  it  Jvrlher  enae^d,  That  the 
assessors,  after  collecting  the  said  lists  of  landa 
dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  shall  proceed  to  vainc 
and  assess  the  same^  in  a  just  proportion,  accord- 
ing to  this  set,  end  saall  arrange  aod  class  Ihe  said 
Unds,  dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  in  three  general 
lists ;  Ihe  Brsi  of  which  lists  shall  exhibit  in  alpha- 
betical order,  the  names  o(  all  proprietors  and 
possessors,  where  known,  of  lots  and  tracts  oi 
Und  in  such  assessment  district,  with  the  quantity 
■nd  valuation  of  each  lot  and  tract,  and  the  whole 
valuation  of  the  lands  belonging  to,  or  possessed 
by,  my  one  person;  the  second  list  shall  exhibit, 
in  alphabetical  order,  the  names  of  all  proprietors 
and  possessors  of  dwelling-honies,  above  the  value 
of  one  hundred  dollars,  with  tbe  detctipiion  and 


valuation  of  each  dweUiog- house,  and  the  appur- 
tenances, and  the  quantity  of  land  valued  inere- 
wiih,  according  to  this  act;  and  tbe  third  list 
iball  exhibit,  in  alphabetical  order,  the  names  of 
ill  persons  owning,  possessing,  or  having  the  care 
of  any  slaves,  with  tne  number  uf  slaves,  as  afore- 
said, owned  by,  or  under  tbe  care  of  eacn  person; 
And  Ibe  forms  of  the  said  lists  shall  be  devised 
and  prescribed  by  the  Department  of  Che  Trea- 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  fiirlher  enacted.  That  if  any 
assesdor  shall  fail  to  perform  any  ((nty  assignea 
by  this  act,  within  the  time  prescribed  m  bis  pre- 
cept, warrant,  or  other  l^al  instructions,  not  beine 
prevented  therefrom  by  sickness,  or  other  uoavoif 
able  accident,  every  such  aMessor  shall  he  dis- 
charged from  office,  and  shall  moreover  forfeit 
and  pay  two  hundred  dollars,  to  he  recovered  for 
the  use  of  the  United  Slates,  in  any  court  having 
competent  jurisdiction,  with  costs  of  suit. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  im- 
mediately after  the  valuaiioui  and  enumerations 
shall  have  been  completed,  as  aforesaid,  the  prin- 
cipal assessor  in  each  assessment  district,  shall,  by 
written  notifications,  to  be  publicly  posted  up,  in 
at  least  four  of  the  most  public  places  in  such 
district,  advertise  all  persons  concerned,  of  the 
place  where  the  said  lists,  valuations,  and  enumer- 
ations may  be  seen  and  examined ;  and  thai  dur- 
ing fifteen  days  after  the  publication  of  the  notifi- 
catioDS,  as  aforesaid,  appeals  will  be  received  and 
determmed  by  him,  relative  to  any  erroneous  or 
excessive  valuations  or  enumerations  by  the  a^ 


Sec.  19.  And  be  U  fiirlher  enacted.  That  it 
jball  be  the  duty  of  the  principal  assessor,  in  each 
assessment  district,  during  filteen  days  after  lb* 
date  of  public  notification,  to  be  made  as  afore- 
said, to  submit  the  proceedings  of  the  assessors, 
and  the  lists  by  them  received  or  taken,  as  afore- 
said, to  Ihe  inspection  of  any  and  all  persons  who 
shall  apply  for  that  purpose:  And  the  said  princi- 
cal  assessors  are  hereoy  authorized  to  receive^  hear, 
and  determine,  in  a  summary  way,  accordmg  to 
law  and  right,  upon  any  and  all  appeals  which 
may  be  exhibited  against  the  proceedings  of  the 
said  assessors :  Provided  olwzy*,  That  the  que»- 
lion  to  be  determined  by  the  principal  as8essor,on 
an  appeal  respecting  the  valuation  of  any  lands 
or  dwelling-houses,  shall  be,  whether  the  valoa- 
lion  complained  of,  be,  or  be  not,  in  a  jnst  rela- 
tion or  proportion  to  other  valuations  in  the  same 

Seo.  20.  And  be  itfiaiher  enacted,  That  all 
appeals  lo  the  princiinl  asseuors,  as  aforesaid, 
snail  be  made  in  writing,  and  shall  specify  the 
particular  cause,  matter  or  thing,  respecting  whieh 
a  decision  is  requested,  and  shall,  moreover,  state 
the  ground  or  principleof  inequality  or  error  com- 
j^atued  of,  by  reference  to  some  one  or  more  val- 
uations of  lands  or  dwelling-houses  in  the  same 
assessment  district;  and  in  all  cases  to  which  ref- 
erence may  be  made  in  anr  appeal,  as  aforesaid, 
the  principal  assessor  shall  have  power  to  re- 
examine and  equalize  the  valuations  a*  shall  ap- 
pear just  and  equitable;  but  no  valuation  ahall 
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be  iocTeased,  wiihout  a  previous  notice  of  at  teasi 
five  dar»  10  ihe  parly  interested,  to  appear  and 
object  to  the  same,  if  he  judiie  proper;  which 
notice  shall  be  given  by  a  note  in  writing,  to  be 
left  at  the  dwelling  of  me  i>arif,  bjr  such  assessor 
as  the  principal  asse&ioi  aball  desigoale  for  that 

Sec.  31.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  im- 
mediately after  the  expiration  of  tbe  lime  for 
Kceiving,  hearing,  and  deciding  on  appeals,  and 
withio'such  period  as  shall  be  prescrioed  by  the 
commissioners  aforesaid,  the  principal  assessor  and 
other  assessors  of  each  assessment  district,  sball 
make  out,  subscribe,  and  transmit  to  the  commis- 
sioner s u peri Dtendi Off  the  district,  exact  copies, 
certified  under  tbeir  bauds,  of  all  lists  respectively 
taken  by  them,  or  either  of  them,  as  aforesaid,  lo- 
getber  with  Ibree  abstracts  of  their  proceedings  ; 
one  of  which  abstracts  shall  exhibit  a  summary 
view  of  the  valuations  of  all  lands,  and  another 
absiract  shall  exhibit  a  summary  view  of  (he  val- 
uations of  all  dwelling-houses,  and  a  third  abstract 
shall  exhibit  a  summary  view  of  the  enumeration 
of  all  slaves,  as  aforesaid,  in  each  district ;  the 
forms  of  which  abstracts  shall  be  established  and 
prescribed  by  the  Depanmeot  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  li  further  enacts,  Tbat  the 
commissioners,  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  power,  on 
consideration  and  examination  of  the  abstracts  to 
be  rendered  by  lite  assessors,  as  aforesaid,  and  of 
the  lists  aforesaid,  to  revise,  adjust  and  vary,  ibe 
TaluatioDS  of  lands  and  dwell mg-housei  in  any 
assessment  district,  by  adding  thereto,  or  deduct- 
ing therefrom,  such  a  rate  per  centum  as  shall  ap- 
pear to  be  just  and  equitable:  Provided,  Thai 
the  relative  taluatiansofthedifiereotloisor  tracts 
of  land,  or  dwellini[-h ousts,  in  the  same  assess- 
ment district,  shall  uot  be  changed  or  aSected: 
Provided  neeertheleu.  That  If  manifest  error  or 
imperfection  shall  appear  in  any  of  ibe  said  ab- 
stracts, the  commissioaets  shall  and  may  require 
of  (he  assessors,  that  ibe  said  absiracls  be  explained 
and  corrected,  and  shall  and  may  remove  from 
office,  any  and  all  of  the  said  asse-ssors,  and  other- 
wise proceed  against  ihem  according  to  this  act ; 
and  if  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of 
tbe  commissioners,  convened  in  a  general  meeting, 
a  new  valuation  may  be  directed,  and  after  sucb 
valuation  shall  have  been  completed  and  con- 
firmed, in  the  manner  prescribed  by  this  act,  the 
said  commissicners  shall  cause  (he  aforesaid  ab- 
stracts and  lists  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  ;  in  default  of  which,  ihey  shall 
severally  forfeit  and  pay,  for  the  use  of  (he  United 
Slates,  two  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recorered  with 
costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  having  competent  juris- 
diction. 

Sec  23.  And  he  it  further  aiacted.  That  the 
said  commissioners,  as  aforesaid,  shall  and  may 
direct  the  principal  assessors  of  each  assessment 
district,  to  register  and  record  the  lists,  valuations, 
and  enumerations,  made  by  the  assessors,  as  afore- 
said i  and  to  add  to,  or  deducl  from  the  valuations 
of  the  lauds  and  dwelling-houses  of  each  iadivid- 
nal,  such  a  rate  pet  centum  as  shall  be  determined 
by  tbe  commissioners,  as  aforesaid. 


Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  aAet 
the  valualiiiDS,  enumerations,  and  records  thereof 
shall  have  been  completed,  according  to  ihis  act, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  supervisors  of  district* 
comprehending  but  one  survey  of  inspection,  and 
tbe  mspectors  of  surveys  in  districts  eompTebend- 
ing  more  than  one  survey  of  inspection,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  supervisors  of  such  dislricti, 
to  depute  one  skilful  and  fit  person,  in  each  assess- 
ment  district,  to  be  surveyor  of  the  revenue  -,  and 
every  surveyor  of  the  revenue,  so  appointed,  shall 

five  bond  with  surely,  in  a  sum  not  less  than  five 
undred  nor  more  than  two  thousand  dollars,  for 
the  diligenl  and  faithful  execution  of  bis  office, 
and  shall  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, truly,  faithfully,  and  impartially,  to  discbarge 
the  duties  enjoined  by  ihis  act;  and  a  certificate 
of  the  said  oath  or  affirmation,  with  tbe  said 
bond,  shall  be  transmitted  to,  and  lodged  in  (he 
erfSce  of  the  supervisor  of  tbe  district. 

Seo.  29.  And  be  it  Jitrthtr  enacted,  Thit  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  Ihe  surveyors  of  the  revenue  to 
receive  and  safely  preserve  the  records  of  the  lists, 
valuations,  and  enuraeralions  hereinbefore  men- 
tioned :  And  the  said  surveyors  shall  keep  true 
and  eiBct  accounLi  of  the  valuation  of  the  lands 
and  dwelling-houses  belonging  to  each  and  even 
individual,  distinguishing  each  iract,  lot,  and  dwel- 
ling-house. Andwhenever  any  lands  or  dwelling- 
houses,  included  in  tbe  said  valuation,  shall  m 
alienated,  or  in  any  way  transferred,  it  sball  be 
the  duty  of  the  surveyor  of  the  revenue  for  the 
district,  if  a  dwelling-house,  or  entire  tract  or  lot 
has  been  alienated,  to  charge  the  amount  of  the 
valuation  thereon  lo  an  account  with  tbe  pur- 
chaser, and  lo  credit  tbe  account  of  the  person 
disposing  of  the  same;  and  whenever  a  tract  of 
land,  lot,  or  dwelliog'house,  shall  be  divided  by 
sale  or  partilion,  ibe  said  surveyor  shall,  by  «ilry 
and  view  of  the  said  land  or  dweUing-honse.  or 
by  other  lawful  ways  and  means,  inform  himself 
of  the  relative  value  of  the  different  parts  of  the 


lot,  or  dwelling-bouse,  as  shall  be  just  and  equita- 
ble, and  shall  enter  and  record  the  same  in  manner 
aforesaid.  And  whenever,  and  so  often  as  a  new 
dwelling-house  shall  beerected  and  i n habited, a f la 
the  first  day  of  October  next,  or  any  dwelling- 
houses  or  lands,  which,  at  the  time  of  mating  the 
said  valuation,  shall  be  exempied  from  taxatioa 
by  the  laws  of  the  State  where  the  same  shall  be 
situated,  shall  cease  to  be  so  exemplvd,  the  said 
EUiveyors  shall  and  may,  in  ibeir  respective  dis- 
iricts,  proceed  lo  value  and  assess  the  sani&  in 
like  manner,  and  on  tbe  principles  hereinbefore 

Eresciibed,  in  respect  to  valuations  of  dwellins- 
ouses  and  lands,  aod  shall  add  Ihe  same  to  the 
valuations  to  be  made  by  assessors  as  aforesaid. 
And  whenever,  and  so  oflen  as  any  dwelling- 
honse  shall  be  destroyeil  or  damaged  by  fire,  OT 
other  accident,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  surveyors 
lo  cancel  the  valuations  thereon,  if  such  house  bt 
wholly  destroyed ;  or.  if  such  nouse  be  merely 
damaged  or  impairea,  to  reduce  the  valuatioa 
thereon,  tp  such  sum  as  shall  be  just  and  vquiia- 
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raluation 
af  dwelliug-house,  shall  "he  valid,  uatil  ihe 
same  shall  have  been  Rpproved  by  (he  inspector 
of  the  surrey,  or  the  supcryisor  of  llie  di^itrict,  if 
compre  hen  ding  but  one  survey  of  inspection. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  it  fmlher  enacted,  Thatiisbtll 
be  the  duty  of  Ihe  surveyors  of  the  revenue,  wbeo- 
ever  they  shall  receive  precepts  or  warrants  for 
that  purpose,  from  the  inspectors  of  surveys,  or  the 
sDperrisors  of  districts  comprehend  log  but  one  sur- 
vey of  inspection,  to  enumerate  any  and  all  slaves 
in  Ibeirrespeetivedistrictsabove  the  age  of  twelve 
and  nnder  the  a^e  of  fifty  years,  except  such  as 
from  Bxed  infirtnity,  or  bivdily  disability,  may  be 
incanable  of  labor,  as  afore^id,  and  to  report  the 
namber  thereof,  as  also  the  number  of  houses,  with 
the  valuations,  thereof  reapectiveiy,  and  the  val- 
uation of  any  and  all  lands,  and  also  to  compute 
and  slate  the  taxes  which  may  be  dne  and  pnya* 
ble  by  each  and  every  individual ;  and  to  deliver 
tme  and  correct  lists  thereof,  to  the  persons  who 
may  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same. 

Sec.  27.  Ajut  be  it  farOier  enacted,  That  the 
said  surveyors  of  ibe  revenue  shall,  at  all  times, 
SDbmii  the  inspection  of  their  books  and  records 
to  tbe  supervisors  and  io.'ipectors  of  the  internal 
revenues  of  the  United  Slates,  or  to  any  person 
authorized  and  deputed  by  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  that  purpose ;  and  shall,  moreover, 
grant  and  certify  copies  or  transcripts' therefrom, 
to  any  persons  who  shall  apply  for  the  same  and 
who  shall,  previously,  lender  or  pay  the  fees  nere- 
afterallowed  and  established  therefor. 

8bc,  28.  Ajid  be  it  JuHher  enacted.  That  the 
following  compensations  shall  be  allowed  to  the 
commissioners,  clerks,  and  assessors,  aforesaid,  for 
services  to  be  performed  under  this  act. 

To  each  commissioner,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  in  addilioD  to  an  allowance  of  three  dollars 
per  diem,  for  each  and  every  day,  in  going  to,  at- 
tending at,  and  returning  from  any  general  meet- 
ing of  the  said  commissioners,  o   ' 

eial  a^essment  districts,  in   pi 

solution  of  the  saiJ  commissioners. 

To  each  clerk  of  the  commissioners,  a  compen- 
sation for  Ihe  time  they  may  be  employed,  not  ex- 
ceediug  the  rate  of  five  hunared  dollars  per  annum. 

To  each  assessor^  other  than  principal  assessors, 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  diem,  for  every  day 
employed  in  collecting  lists ;  and  also  one  dollar 
per  diem  for  every  day  employed  in  arranging  the 
said  lists,  and  making  the  valuationsand  enumer- 

To  each  principal  asteasor  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  for  every  day  employed  in  receiving  and  ar- 
ranging lists,  and  hearing  appeals,  and  in  record- 
ing the  lists,  valuations,  and  enumerations,  afore- 
said, and  corresponding  with  commissioners ;  and, 
in  addition  to  the  said  allowances  and  compensa- 
tions, the  said  commissioaers  and  assessors  shall 
be  allowed  their  necessary  and  rcasoaable  charges 
for  books  and  stationery  :  and  the  acconnts  of  the 
assessors  shall  be  certified  by,  and  presented  to  the 
commissioners,  in  tbe  name  of  the  principal  asses- 
sor of  each  assessment  district,  who  shall  be  re- 
sponsible to  the  other  asaeisors.     And  the  accounts 
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of  the  assessors  and  commissioners  in  each  State, 
shall  be  presented  at  the  Treasury,  for  adjustment, 
in  the  name  of  some  one  of  the  commisioners,  to  be 
designated  for  that  purpose,  by  the  other  commis- 
sioners, who  shall  distribute  the  sums  payable  to 
iheprincipal  assessors,afDre5ald  :  Provided,  That 
DO  allowance  shall  be  made  to  the  assessors,  other 
ihnn  for  the  expense  of  books  and  stationery,  until 
it  shall  be  ascertained  and  certified  to  the  satisfac 
tioD  of  the  commissioners,  thai  the  services  direc* 
ted  by  this  act,  have  been  performed.  And  all 
letters  or  packets  to  or  from  any  commissioner, 
appointed  under  this  act,  shall,  within  tbe  limiti 
of  the  Slate  for  which  such  commissioner  is  ap- 
pointed, be  conveyed  by  post,  free  of  postage. 

Bec.  29.  And  be  U  JurtKer  emeted.  That  the 
surveyors  of  the  revenue  shall  be  allowed  the  fol- 
lowing compensBtions,  for  services  lobeperformed 
under  this  act :  For  recording  each  and  every 
transfer  of  Ihe  valuation  of  every  entire  tract  of 
land,  or  dwelling-house,  twelve-and-a-half  cents ; 
For  apportioning  each  and  every  valuation  of  a 
tract  of  land,  lot,  or  dwel line-house,  and  recording 
the  same,  in  consequence  of  any  division  or  parti- 
tion thereof,  fifty  cents  for  every  division  of  the  ori- 
ginal tract,  lot,  or  dwelling-house  :  For  viewing 
each  and  every  dwelling-house,  in  consequence  cf 
an  application  for  the  reduction  of  a  valuauon,  and 
for  recording  the  proceeding  thereon,  one  dollar : 
For  every  official  certificate,  except  such  as  may 
be  required  by  the  Treasury  Department,  or  the 
supervisors,  inspectors,  orcollectors  of  the  revenue, 
twenty-five  cents.  And  tbe  compensations  afore- 
said, snail  be  paid  by  the  party  or  parlies  applying 
for  such  reduction,  record,  exoneration,  or  appor- 
tionment. 

Sect.  30.  Arid  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  for 
the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  incident  to 
the  valuations  and  enumerations  directed  by  this 
act,  there  be  appropriated  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mo- 
neys in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  not 


An  Act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  coiojieiKatioiii  of  the 

offinn  implojed  in  collecting  tbe  intettui  ravenuM 

of  th«  United  State*,  and  lo  iniure  mote  eflectnallj 

the  sattleinant  of  their  accounts. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That,  in  lien  of  the  campeo- 
sations  now  esiablished,  there  shall,  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  July,  instant,  be  allowed,  for  the 
collection  of  the  internal  duties  which  have  been 
heretofore  imposed  by  law,  the  respective  com- 
pensations following,  ti'  wit : 

To  the  supervisor  of  the  district  of  Virginia,  an 
annual  salary  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
fifW  dollars. 

To  the  supervisor  of  the  district  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, an  annual  salary  of  one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred dollars. 

To  each  of  the  supervisors  of  Massachusetts, 
New  York.  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  aud  South 
Carolina,  an  annual  salary  of  one  thousand  dol- 
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To  each  ol'  the  supervisan  of  Conaeciicut  and 
Ohio,  so  annual  salary  of  seven  hundred  dollars. 

To  each  of  ihe  lupervitori  of  Rbode  Island  aod 
N«w  Jersey,  an  annual  salarv  of  six  hundred 
dollars, 

To  each  of  the  superTisors  of  New  Hampshiie, 
Vermont,  Delaware,  Tennessee,  and  Oeorgia,  an 
■nnual  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

Bbc.  2.  And  be  UJitrOwr  enacted  That  the  fol- 
lowing snnu  shall  tie  allowed  to  the  superviiors 
for  clerk  hire,  in  their  respective  offices,  to  wit : 

To  the  sQperTiiors  of  Massachusetts,  New  York, 
PennsvlvaDiB,  Maryland,  Virginia.  North  Caroli- 
Da.  and  South  Carolina,  eight  hundred  dollars  per 

To  the  superrison'of  New  Hainpsfa ire,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  and  Georgia, 
four  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  each. 

To  the  superrisorsofVermtMit,  Delaware,  Ohio, 
and  Tennessee,  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Bee.  3.  And  be  it farOter  enacted,  That  the  su- 
petfisors  shall  severally  be  allowed,  in  addition 
to  the  salaries  aforesaid,  ihe  same  commissions  on 
the  product  of  all  the  mternal  duties  heretofore 
imposed  and  collected  in  their  respective  districts, 
as  nave  heen  heretofore  allowed  under  the  author- 
ity of  Che  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  furihtr  enacted  That  the  in- 
spectors of  surveys  now  established  under  the  aU' 
thorily  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  in 
the  several  disiricls.  not  being  also  supervisors, 
shall  each  be  allowea  an  anDUal  salary  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted,  That  each 
of  the  inspectors,  not  being  also  a  supervisor, 
shall,  in  addition  to  the  salary  aforesaii^  and  to 
the  commi.'^sions  heretofore  allowed  to  them  by 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  be  allowed  two 
hundred  dollars  per  aonum  for  clerk  hire  in  their 
respective  offices. 


mission  of  sjz  per  centum  on  the  product  of  all 
the  internal  duties  heretofore  imposed,  and  by 
tkem  respectively  received ;  except  that,  in  the 
diMricls  of  Hassacbuselts  and  Rhode  Island,  a 
commission  of  four  per  centniu,  onlv,  shall  be  al- 
lowed 10  the  said  eolkctora,  upon  the  amount  of 
duties  arising  from  spirits  distilled  from  foreign 
materials. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  supervisors  of  districts,  to  appor- 
tion and  allow  to  such  of  the  collectors  of  the 
revenue  and  auxiliary  officers,  as,  for  theexecn- 
Itoo  of  tbe  public  service,  it  shall  appear  to  them 
really  necessary  so  to  compensate,  yearly  salaries, 
not  exceeding  the  medium  rate  of  eishly  dollars 
to  the  collectors  of  the  revenue  actually  ^nploy- 
ed,  nor  exceeding  the  medium  rate  of  thirty  dol- 
lars ID  iheauxiliary  officers  actually  employed,  not 
exceeding  the  sums  following,  in  the  respective 
districts,  to  wit ;  in  New  Hampshire,  four  hun- 
dred aod  twenty  dollars;  in  Massac huset is,  one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  ;  in  Rhode* 


Island,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  in  Con- 
necticut, six  hundred  dollars;  in  Vermont,  four 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars ;  in  New  York,  one 
thousand  and  ninety  dollars;  in  New  Jersey, eight 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars;  in  PenDsylvania, 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  ten  dollars ;  in  Del- 
aware, three  hundred  and  thirty  dollars;  in  Mary- 
land, one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  in  Virgi- 
nia, four  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 
in  Ohio,  seven  hundred  and  ninety  dollars;  in 
Tennessee,  three  hundred  and  thirty  dollars ;  in 
North  Carolina,  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars;  in  South  Carolina,  two  iboosaud 
three  hundred  and  forty  dollars;  and  in  Georgia, 
six  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  tmacied^  That  the 
supervisors  shall  be  allowed,  for  preparing,  stamp- 
ing, and  distributing,  among  the  inspectors,  one 
ceot  for  every  ceriincate  to  accompany  foreign  or 
domestic  spirits,  wines,  or  Kas,  actually  issued  in 
the  surveys  and  poris  of  their  respective  districts ; 
that  the  Inspectors  of  siuveys,  and  such  of  the  su- 
pervisors at  perform  the  same  duties,  shall  be  al- 
lowed two  cents-and-one-half  for  each  certificate 
signed  by  them,  and  issued  to  accompaoy  domes- 
tic distilled  spirits,  and  one  cent  for  each  certifi- 
cate signed  by  them,  and  issued  to  accompany 
foreign  distilled  spirits  ;  that  the  inspectors  of  the 
revenue  for  ports,  shall  be  allowed  one  ceataod- 
one-balf,  for  every  certificate  issued  in  their  ports, 


accompany  wines  or  teas;  and  to  the  deputies  of 
such  inspMtors,  the  sum  of  two  cents-and-one-half 
for  every  cask  or  package  of  foreign  distilled  ^- 
rils,  winei,  or  teas,  by  them  marked  according  to 
taw.  and  returned  to  their  re&pective  principals; 
and  for  gauging  wines,  whereon  the  duties  are 
pay8l>le  according  to  the  value  thereof,  six  cents 
for  every  cask  actually  gauged ;  and  that  the  col- 
lectors of  the  revenue  shall  be  allowed  for  meas- 
uring and  (narking,  according  to  law,  each  still 
under  ttie  capacity  of  one  hundred  galions,  sixty 
cenis ;  and  lor  each  still  of  the  capacity  of  one 
hundred  gallons  or  more,  seveniy-five  cents;  and 
for  marking  eacn  cask  of  domestic  distilled  spirits, 
and  for  issuing  and  countersigning  a  certificate  to 
accompany  the  same,  Iwo-and-one-half  eenta,  and 
for  every  cask  which  they  respectively  gauge,  or 
cause  to  be  gauj^ed,  six  cents. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  Jitrtfier  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful,  this  act  notwithstanding,  for  the  collect- 
ors of  the  revenue  to  demand  of  individuals  the 
fee  or  extra  compensation  authorized  by  the  sev- 
enth section  of  the  act  passed  on  the  iwenty- 
eighlh  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-six,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  duties  upon 
carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  and  re- 
pealing the  former  act  for  that  purpose;"  in  the 
manner  and  on  the  conditions  thereby  prescribed. 

Sec  10.  And  be  il  fiirther  enacted,  That,  frooi 
and  after  the  first  day  of  July,  instant,  it  shall  Ik 
the  duty  of  the  several  officers  employed,  or  to  be 
em[doyed,  in  collecting  the  internal  revenues  of 
the  United  Slates,  to  Keep  accurate  accounts  <^ 
Uieii  official  emolumeDts  and  expendiitires,  aod 
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the  same  to  transmit  aDnually,  od  the  last  day  of 
Deeeiaber.  to  the  CommissioDer  of  ihe  Revenue ; 
atalfacts  of  which  accoDols  iball,  annually,  be 
laid  before  GoogTess,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaary. 
Sec.  11.  And  be  it  fiurOter  enaeUd,  Thai  the 


,  ,  ,    ,Dd  other  docui  . 

necessary  for  the  collection  of  the  inlernal  lere- 
nnes.  shall  anil  may  be  allowed  lo  the  (upetvisort, 
inspectors,  and  collectors,  of  the  revenue,  in  the 
Mltlement  of  their  accounts.  And  all  letters  and 
packets  to  and  from  tbe  said  lujiervisors  and  in- 
ipectors  oi  the  revenue,  on  business  of  their  re- 
spective  officen.  shall  be  received  and  conveyed  by 
[wst.  free  of  puslage. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  U  ficrther  etmcted,  That  the 
supervisor B  of  districts,  indpectors  ^  surveys,  and 
collectors    of   the    revenue,    shall,   within    three 


of  their  respective  offices,  and  settlement  of  their 
accounts,  according  to  law,  in  manner  following, 
to  wit:  Tbe  supurrisors  of  Massachuseila,  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  in  the  sum  of 
twenty-tiTe  thousand  dollars,  each;  (he  supervi- 
sors of  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecti- 
cut. New  Jersey,  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  and 
South  Carolina,  in  the  sam  of  fifteen  thou^nd 
dollars,  each ;  and  the  supertisors  of  VermonL 
Delaware,  Ohio,  Tennessee,  and  Georgia,  in  the 
sum  of  tea  thousand  dollars,  each;  and  the  in- 
spectors of  the  several  surveys,  in  the  sum  of  lea 
iQousaad  dollars,  each ;  which  bonds  shall  be  sev- 
eralty approved  by  the  Campttoller  of  tbe  Treas- 
ury, and  shall  be  tiled  in  his  office,  to  be  by  him 
put  in  suit  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States, 
upon  any  breach  of  the  conditions  thereof;  and 
the  collectors  of  the  revenue  shall  severally  give 
like  bonds,  with  sureties,  in  a  autu  not  less  than 
three  thousand  dollars ;  which  bonds  shall  be  ap- 
proved bv  the  supervisors  of  the  respective  dis- 
tricts, and  shall  be  filed  in  their  offices,  to  be  by 
them  put  in  suit,  upon  any  breach  of  the  condi- 
tions thereof 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  all 
sails  on  bonds,  taken  in  pursuance  of  this  act, 
«ball  be  inBtituted  and  determined  in  tlie  manner 

S escribed  by  the  act,  passed  on  the  third  day  of 
arch,  one  tht^usand  seren  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  more  efieclu- 
ifly  for  the  settlement  of  accounts  between  th< 
United  Stales,  and  receivers  of  public  money ;' 
ind  in  all  suits  instituted  against  an  inspector  of 
my  survey,  ur  collector  of  the  revenue,  transcripts 
rom  tlie  books  of  tbe  supervisor  of  tbe  proper  dis' 
lict,  or  copies  of  any  papers,  or  other  documents 
elatins  to  the  accounts  of  such  inspector  or  col- 
Ector,  duly  authenticated,  under  the  seal  of  the 
aid  supervisor,  shall  have  equal  validity,  and  be 
ntiiled   to  the  same  credit  which  would  be  dae 

0  the  original  papers,  if  produced  in  open  court. 
ubject,  ueveriheless,  to  the  condition  mentioneii 

1  the  second  section  of  the  act  before  recited. 
Sec.    14.  And  be  it  Jurthtr  enacted,  That  tbe 

3ad  ofaoysuperviaor  or  oitkerofficerof  the  rev- 


enue, who  shatl  neglect  or  refuse,  for  more  than 
six  months,  to  make  up,  and  render  to  the  proper 
officer,  his  account;  of  all  duties  collected  or  se- 
cured, pursuant  to  such  forms  and  regulations  as 
have  beeii^  or  shall  be  preseribed,accordiiig  tolaw, 
or  to  verify  such  account!  on  oalh  or  affirmation, 
if  thereto  required,  or  to  pay  over  the  moneys 
which  shall  have  been  collected,  shall  be  deemed 
forfeited,  and  judgment  thereon  shall  and  may  be 
taken  at  the  return  term,  on  motion  to  be  made  in 
open  court  by  the  Attorney  of  tbe  United  States, 
unless  sufficient  cause  in  the  contrary  be  shown 
to.  and  allowed  by  the  court :  Provided  aiieat/s, 
Tnat  tbe  writ  of  process,  in  sucb  case,  shall  have 
been  executed  at  least  fourteen  days  before  Ihe 
return  day  thereof.  ■  . 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  tbe 
amount  of  all  debts  due  to  the  United  States  by 
any  supervisor  or  other  officer  of  the  revenue, 
whether  secured  by  bond  or  otherwise,  shall,  ana 
hereby  is  declared  to  be  a  lien  upon  the  lands  and 
real  estate  of  such  supervisor  or  other  officer  of 
tbe  revenue,  and  their  sureties,  from  the  time 
when  a  suit  shall  be  insiiiuied  for  recovering  the 
same ;  and  for  want  of  goods  and  chattels,  or  other  . 
personal  effects  of  sucb  supervisor  or  other  officer 
of  the  revenue,  and  iheir  sureties,  to  satisfy  any 
judgment  which  shall  or  may  be  recovered  against 
them,  respectively,  such  lands  and  real  estates  may 
be  sold  at  public  auction,  after  being  advertised 
for  at  least  three  weeks,  in  not  less  tban  three 

Sublic  places  in  the  proper  district,  survey,  or 
ivision,  and  in  one  newspaper  printed  in  the 
country,  if  any  there  be,  at  least  six  we«ks  prior  to 
the  proposed  time  of  sale;  and  for  all  lands  and 
real  estate  sold  in  pursuance  of  the  authority 
aforesaid,  the  conveyances  of  the  marshals,  or  their 
deputies,  executed  in  due  form  of  law,  shall  afford 
a  valid  title  against  all  persons  claiming  under 
sucb  supervisor,  or  other  officer  of  the  revenue,  or 
their  sureties,  respectively. 

Sec.  16.  Arid  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  ibe  first  day  of  July,  instant,  so  much 
of  any  law  or  laws  as  authorizes  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales,  to  fix  or  vary  the  compensation 
of  the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
internal  revenues,  or  limits  the  yearly  sums  to 
be  allowed  to  them,  be,  and  th«  same  is  hereby 

Approved,  July  11,1798. 

An  Act  £>T  Mtabliahing  and  oiguunog  *  Marine  Coipa. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  in  addition  to  the  pre- 
sent Military  Establishment,  there  tihall  be  raised 
and  organized  acorpsof  marines,  which  shall  con- 
sist of  one  major,  four  captains,  sixteen  first  lieu- 
tenants, twelve  second  lieutenants,  forty-eight  ser- 
geants, forty-eight  corporals,  ibirty-lwo  drums  and 
Qfes,  and  seven  hundred  and  twenty  privates,  in- 
cluding the  marines  who  have  been  enlisted,  o 
authorized  to  be  raised,  for  the  naval  armani 
and  the  said  corps  may  be  formed  into  as  many 
companies  or  detachments  as  tbe  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  direct,  with  a  proper  distribu- 
tion of  the  commiHJoned  and  noo-comnussiotied 


.dbyGoogle 


377S 


APPENDIX. 


officers  and  rausiciani  to  each  compaoy  or  deiach- 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it fitrther  enacted,  That  the  pay 
and  subsistence  of  trie  said  officers,  privates,  and 
musicians,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit  r  lo  a  major, 
fif^jr  dollars  per  mOQth,  aod  four  rations  per  day ; 
to  a  captain,  forty  dollars  per  mouth,  and  three 
rations  per  day  ;  to  a  tirsi  lieuteoaQi,  thirty  dollars 
per  month,  and  three  rations  per  day ;  to  a  second 
lientenaDi,  twenty-five  dollars  per  month,  and  two 
rations  pet  day ;  and  to  the  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers, privates,  and  mosiciaDs,  conformably  to  the 
act,  entitled.  "An  act  providing  a  naval  arma- 
meal"  aa  shall  be  fixed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States:  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States  anall  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  con- 
tinue the  enlistment  of  marines  until  the  said  corps 
shall  be  complete;  and,  of  himself,  to  appoint 
the  commissioned  officers,  whenever,  in  lae  re- 
cess of  the  Senate,  an  appointment  shall  be  neces- 
sary. And  the  enlistments,  which  shall  be  made 
by  virtue  hereof, may  be  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
subject  to  be  diacharged  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  or  by  the  ceasing  or  repeal  of  the 
laws  providing  for  the  naval  armament.  And  if 
the  marine  corps,  or  any  part  of  it.  shall  be  ordered 
by  the  President  to  do  duty  on  snore,  and  it  shall 
become  necessary  to  appoint  an  adjutant.  jiaymH"- 
ter,  quartermaster,  serreaDt  major,  quartermaster 
sergeant,  and  drum  and  fife  major,  or  any  of  them, 
the  major  or  commaudaot  of  the  corps  is  hereby 


respectlTety,  who  shall  be  entitled,  during  the  time 
they  shall  do  such  duty,  to  the  same  extra  pay  and 
emoluments  which  are  allowed  by  law  to  officers 
acting  in  the  same  capacilies  in  the  InfantTy. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  de- 
tachments of  the  corps  of  marines,  hereby  author- 
ized, shall  be  made  in  lieu  of  the  respective  quotas 
of  marines,  which  have  been  establisned  or  author- 
ized for  the  frigates,  aod  other  armed  vessels  or 
gallevB,  which  shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States:  and  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  may  detach  and  appoint  such  of  (he 
officers  of  this  marine  corps,  to  act  on  board  the 
frigates,  and  any  of  the  armed  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
leaSiaies,  respectively,  as  he  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  judge  necessary ;  anything  in  the  act  ''pro- 
viding a  naval  armament."  to  the  contrary  hereof, 
notwithstanding. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  privates,  and 
musicans,  aforesaid,  shall  take  the  same  oath,  and 
shall  be  governed  by  the  same  rules  and  articles 
of  war,  as  are  prescribed  for  the  Military  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  rules  for 
the  regulation  of  the  Navy,  heretofore,  or  which 
shall  be  established  by  law,  according  to  the  oa- 
tQreof  the  service  in  which  they  ihaliba  employed, 
and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  allowance,  in  case 
of  wounds  or  disabilities,  according  to  tbeir  re- 
spective ranks,  as  aregranted  by  the  act  "  to  ascer- 
tain and  fix  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States." 

Bta.b.  Andbe it fiaiher enacted,  Thaithenon- 


commissioned  officers,  muiicians,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, who  are  or  shall  be  enlisted  into  the  service 
of  the  Uaiiad  States,  and  the  non-com miasioned 
officers  and  musicians,  who  are  or  shall  beenlisted 
into  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates,  shall  he,  and 
they  are  hereby,  exempted,  during  their  term  of  ser- 
vice, from  all  personal  arrests  for  any  debt  or  cod- 
Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
marine  corps,  established  by  this  act,  shall,  at  any 
lime,  be  lialtle  to  do  duty  in  the  forts  and  gatrisons 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  sea  coa«t,  or  any  other 
duty  on  shore,  as  the  President,  at  his  discreiim, 
shall  direct. 
Approved,  July  11, 1798. 


An  Act  eatablishiug  an  aimual  nlaij  far  the  Sorvejor 
of  tiie  port  of  QloQceiteT. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  there  be  allowed  lo  the 
surveyor  of  the  port  of  Gloucester,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  tlie  yearly  salary  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  to  commence  from  the  last  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thonsaDd 
seven  hundred  and  ninety- seven. 

Approved,  July  14,  1798. 

An  Ad,  in  additii 

the  puniahment 

Sutea." 

£e  tt  enacted,  ^c.,Thatif  any  persons  shall  unlaw- 
fully combine  or  conspire  together,  with  intent  to 
oppose  any  measure  or  measures  of  the  Oorera- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  which  are  or  shall  be 
directed  by  proper  authority,  or  to  impede  the  oper- 
ation of  any  law  of  the  United  States,  or  to  intim- 
idate or  prevent  any  person  holding  a  place  or  office 
in  or  uader  the  Qovernment  of  the  Uiiited  States, 
from  andertaking,  performing,  or  executing,  his 
trust  or  duty )  and  if  any  person  or  persons,  with 
intent  as  afore^^id,  shall  counsel,  advise,  or  attempt 
lo  procure,  any  insurrectiou,  riot,  unlawful  assem- 
bly or  combination,  whether  such  conspiracy, 
threatening,  counsel,  advice,  or  attempt,  shall  have 
the  proposed  effect  or  not,  he  or  they  shall  be 
deemed  gi^lty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  on  con- , 
viction,  before  any  court  of  the  United  Slates 
having  jurisdiction  thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  a 
fine  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  aod  by 
imprisonment  during  a  term  not  iess  than  six 
months,  nor  exceeding  five  years;  and,  fnrtber.ai 
the  discretion  of  the  court,  may  be  holden  to  nud 
sureties  for  his  good  behaviour  in  such  sum,  and 
for  such  time,  tu  the  said  court  may  direci- 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fitrtker  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall  write,  print,  niter,  oi  publish,  or  shall 
cause  or  procure  to  be  writien,  primed,  utined,  or 
published,  or  shall  knowingly  and  willingly  assist 
or  aid  in  writing,  printing,  uttering,  or  pubibhin(; 
any  false,  scandalous,  and  malicious,  writing  or 
writings  ajraiaRt  the  GovemmcDl  of  the  United 
Stales,  or  either  House  of  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  or  the  President  of  the  United  Slates, 
with  intent  to  defame  the  said  GoverDmeot.  or 
either  House  of  the  said  Congress,  or  the  said  Pie- 
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sident,  or  to  brjog  ihem,  or  either  of  tbeni,  iato 
coDteropt  or  disrtpute;  or  lo  excite  agiiDst  them, 
or  either  or  any  of  theoa,  the  haired  of  the  ^ood 
people  ol  (he  Utiited  Slates,  or  to  itir  up'  aediiion 
witbin  the  Uoited  Statei;  or  to  eicite  any  unlaw- 
ful combinations  therein,  for  opposiikg  or  resiitiog 
any  law  of  the  United  Sutes,  or  acy  act  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  done  in  pursuance 
of  any  «uch  law,  ot  of  the  powers  in  him  vested 
by  the  CoDsiituiioD  of  the  United  Suies, 
resist,  oppose,  or  defeat  any  sucb  law  or  act ;  or  to 
aid,  encourage,  or  abet,  any  hostile  designs  of  any 
foreign  nation  against  the  United  States,  their 
people  or  Qovernmeol,  Ibea  sucb  persons,  being 
thereof  convicted,  before  any  court  of  the  United 
Staiesbavingjurisdictioo  thereof,  shall  be  punished 
by  a  fine  not  exceeding  two  thousand  doltari,  and 
by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  shall  be  prosecnled,  under  this  act,  for  the 
writing  or  publishing  any  libel,  aforesaid,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  defendant,  upon  the  trial  of  (he 
cause,  to  give  in  evidence,  in  his  defence,  the  truth 
of  the  matter  contained  itr  the  publication  charged 
as  a  libel.  And  the  jury,  who  shall  try  the  cause, 
ahall  have  a  right  to  determine  the  law  and  the 
fact,  snder  the  direction  of  the  court,  as  in  oifaer 

Sec.  4.  And  be  if  further  eOacled,  Thai  this  act 
shall  continue  and  ne  in  force  until  the  third  day 
of  March,  one  thouuind  eight  hundred  and  one, 
and  no  luozer:  Provided,  That  the  expiration  of 
the  act  shall  not  prevent  or  defeat  ■  prosecution 
and  punishment  of  any  ofience  a^inst  the  law, 
during  the  time  it  shall  be  in  force. 

Approved,  July  14, 1798. 

An  Act  to  laiy  and  ooUecl  a  diract  tax  within  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Be  ti  enacted,  f  c.  That  a  direct  lax  of  two 
millions  of  dollars  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  laid 
upon  the  United  States,  and  apportioned  to  the 
States.  reKpec lively,  in  the  manner  following : 

To  the  StateofNewHampshirejSeventy-Beven 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  five  dollars  thirty-six 
:ents  and  two  mills. 

To  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  two  hundred 
md  sixty  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-five 
lollars  thirty  one  cents  and  two  mills. 

To  the  Slate  of  Rhode  Island,  thirty-seven  Chou- 
aod   fivf*    hundred    and   two  dollars,   and   eight 

To  the  Stale  of  Connecticut,  one  hundred  and 
weaty-nine  [hoosand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
even  dollars  and  two  mills. 

To  the  Slate  of  Vermont,  forty-six  thoosand 
ight  hundred  and  sixiy-four  dollars  eighteen 
ents  and  seven  mills. 

To  the  Slate  of  New  York,  one  hundred  and 
ghty-one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty  dol- 
irs  seventy  cents  and  seven  mills. 

To  the  Stale  of  New  Jersey,  ninety-eight  thnn- ' 
ind  three  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars  iwen-  ' 
'-fitre  cents  and  three  mills. 

To  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  two  hundred 
5th  Con.— ISO 


and  tbiriy-seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  ser- 
eniv-seven  dollars  seventy-two  cents  and  sevea 
mills. 

To  the  Stale  of  Delaware,  thirty  thousand  four 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars  seventy-nine  cents  and 
two  mills. 

To  the  Stale  ofMaryland,  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dol~ 
lars  ninety-Bve cents  and  four  mills. 

TotheStaieof  Virginia,  three  hundred  and  far- 
ty-6ve  thousand  foar  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
dollarfl  fifly-sli  cents  and  five  mills. 

To  the  State  of  Kentucky,  thirty-seven  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  ninety- 
nine  cents  and  seven  mills. 

To  the  Slate  of  North  Carolina,  one  hundred 
and  ninety-seven  dollars  ninety-six  cents  and  five 
mills. 

To  the  State  of  Tennessee,  eighteen  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  six  dollars  ihirty-eight  cents 
and  three  mills. 

To  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  one  hundred 
and  twelve  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven  dollars  seveDty-tbree  cents  and  nine  milts. 

And  to  the  Stale  of  Georgia,  (biriy-eight  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  eighty- 
seven  cents  and  five  mills. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
tax  shall  be  collected  by  the  supervisors,  inspect- 
ors, and  collectors  of  the  internal  revenues  of  the 
United  Slates,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  pursuant  to  such  r^u- 
laiions  as  be  shall  establish,  and  shall  be  assessed 
upon  dwelling- ho  uses,  lands,  and  slaves,  according 
•"  the   valuations  and  enumerations,  to  be  made 

rsuaut  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
._.'  the  valuation  of  lands  and  dwelling- boa  sea. 
and  the  enumeralion  of  slaves,  within  the  United 
States,"  and  in  the  following  manner:  Upca 
every  dwelling-house  which,  with  the  out-hoDsei 
appertenant  thereto,  and  the  lot  whereon  the  same 
ire  erected,  not  exceeding  two  acres  in  any  case, 
ihali  be  valued  in  manner  aforesaid,  at  more  than 
)oe  hundred,  and  not  more  than  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, there  shall  be  assessed,  in  the  manner  herein 
provided,  a  sum  equal  to  two-teotfaE  of  one  per 
centum  on  the  omount  of  the  valuation  ;  upon 
every  d welling- housp,  which  shall  be  valued  as 
aforesaid,  at  more  than  five  hundred,  and  not  more 
than  one  thousand  dollars,  there  shall  be  assessed 
equal  to  tbree-tenihs  of  one  pet  centum  on 
the  amount  of  the  valuation;  upon  every  dwel- 
ling-house, which  shall  be  valued  as  aforesaid,  at 
more  than  one  thousand,  and  not  more  than  three 
thousand  dollars,  there  shall  be  assessed  a  sum 
equal  to  four-tenths  of  one  per  centum  on  the 
amount  of  the  valuation  ;  upon  every  dwelling- 
bottse,  which  shall  be  valued  as  aforesaid,  at  more 
than  three  thousand,  and  not  more  than  six  ihou- 
ind  dollars,  there  shall  be  assessed  a  sum  equal 
.  I  one-half  of  one  per  Centura  on  the  amount  of 
valuation;  uponevery  dwelling-bouse, which  shall 
be  valued  as  aforesaid,  at  more  than  six,  and  not 
more  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  there  shall  be  a»- 
sesied  a  sum  equal  lo  sixth-tenths  of  one  per  cen- 
tum on  the  amount  of  the  valuation ;  upon  vnrj 
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d well] Dg-bo use,  which  shall  be  Tcilued  as  afore- 
Mid,  Hi  more  than  lea,  and  oot  more  ihan  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  ihere  shall  be  assessed  a  sum 
«qHal  to  seven-teQihs  of  one  per  centum  on  the 
amount  of  the  raluation  ;  upon  erery  dwelling- 
house,  which  shall  be  valued  as  aforehaid.  at  more 
than  IweDiy  thousand  dollars,  theie  shall  be  is- 
(essed  a  sum  equal  lo  eighi-tenlhs  of  one  per 
cenlum  on  the  amount  of  the  raluaiion ;  upon 
every  dwelling-houie,  which  ihall  be  valued  as 
aforesaid,  at  more  than  twenty, and  not  more  than 
thirty  Ibousaud  doUarn,  there  shall  be  assessed  a 


lal  1 


(  per  c 


the  amount  of  the  raluaiion ;  and  upon  every 
dwelling-house,  which  shall  be  valued  as  afore- 
laid,  at  miu'e  than  thirty  thousand  dollars,  there 
ahall  be  assessed  a  sum  equal  lo  one  per  centum 
on  the  amount  of  the  raluatioo. 

And  upon  every  slave  which  shall  be  enume- 
rated, according  to  the  act  aforesaid,  there  shall 
be  assessed  fifty  cents. 

And  the  whole  amount  of  the  sums  so  to  be  as- 
aesaed  upon  dwelling-houses  and  slaves,  withio 
each  State,  respectirely,  shall  be  deducted  from 
the  (um  hereby  apportioned  to  such  State,  aud  the 
Mmainder  of  Che  said  sum  ehall  bs  nssessed  upon 
the  lands  within  such  State, according  to  the  val- 
OBlions  to  be  made  pursuant  to  the  act  aforesaid, 
and  at  sucb  rate  p«r  cenium  as  will  be  sufficient 
to  produce  the  said  remaiodei:  Provided,  That 
no  part  of  said  tax  shall  be  assessed  upon  such 
lands  or  dwelling-houses,  aod  slaves,  as,  at  the 
time  of  passino  this  act,  are  especiaUy  exempt- 
ed from  taxes,  by  the  laws  of  the  States  respect- 
ively. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fiaiker  enaded.  That  ihe 
aforesaid  assessments  shall  be  made  by  the  sutwr- 
viaors  of  tbe  several  districts  within  the  United 
States,  respectively,  and  pursuant  to  in.'iructions 
from  tne  Secretary  ofthe  Treasury ;  which  instruc- 
tions tbe  said  Secretary  shall  be  and  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  required  to  issue  to  such  supervisors, 
or  any  of  them,  so  soon  as  the  valuations  and  enu- 
merations directed  to  be  made  by  rhe  aforesaid  act 
diall  have  been  completed  in  the  State  to  which 
auch  supervisor  belonrs.  And  the  said  tax  shall 
become  due  and  payable  from  and  after  the  ezpi- 
ralibo  of  three  moolhs  after  the  instructions  afore- 
Mud  shall  have  been  received  by  the  supervisors 
iMpeclively:  Propided,   That  if.  on  making  the 


laid,  it  should  appear  that  the 
sons  so  to  be  asuessed  on  houses  and  slaves  with- 
in any  State  will  exceed  the  sum  hereby  appor- 
tioned to  such  State,  the  supervisor  shall  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  and  required  to  deduct,  from 
the  sums  so  to  be  assessed  oo  houses,  such  rate  per 
eentum  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  reduce  the  whole 
aMoont  of  the  said  assessments  to  the  sum  appor- 
tioned to  sucb  Slate  as  aforesaid. 

Bao.  4.  And  be  U  Jvrther  enacted,  That  the 
aaid  tupervisers  shall  be,  and  hereby  are.  author- 
iied  aod  required  to  appoint  such  and  so  many 
iuitable  person*  in  each  assessment  district  within 


Ihetr  TCapeciive  diatnela,  as  may  be  necessary  for 
aoUeettug  the  said  tax,  and  shall  arsign  to  them, 
raapaclively,  (heir   colleciioo   dtsiricla  therein; 


which  persons  shall  be  collectors  within  their  re- 
spective collection  districts,  aad  shall  collect  the 
said  tax,  under  the  direction  of  the  supervisors,  re- 
spectively, and  according  to  the  regulations  aod 
Itrovlsions  contained  in  this  act,  ur  to  be  establish- 
ed pursuant  thereto. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  as 
on  ai  the  aforesaid  assessment  &hall  have  been 
completed,  tbe  said  supervisors  shall,  by  special 
warrants  under  their  hands,  respectively, cause  the 
surveyors  of  the  revenue  within  their  respective 
district!!,  to  make  out  lists  coniaioing  ihe  sums 
payable  according  to  such  assessments  for  every 
dwelling-house,  tract,  oi  lot  of  land,  and  slave, 
within  each  coUeciiondisirict.reNpectively;  which 
lists  shall  contain  tbe  name  of  the  proprietor  or  oc- 
cupant of  each  dwelliag-houK,  tract,  or  tot  of  land, 
and  slave,  within  the  collection  district,  or  of  the 
person  having  the  care  or  superintendence  of  them, 
or  any  of  them,  where  such  proprietor,  occupant, 
or  superintendent  is  known,  and  the  whole  sum 
payable  by  each  person  within  ihe  said  district, 
distinguishing  what  is  payable  for  dwelling-houses, 
what  Tor  slaves,  and  whalfor  lands.  And  whett 
there  are  lands,  slaves,  or  dwelling-houses,  with- 
in any  collection  district,  not  owned  or  occupied 
by,  or  under  the  care  or  supetialendence  of,  any 
person  resident  therein,  there  shall  be  a  separate 
list  of  such  lands,*  dwelling-houses,  aad  slaves. 
EpecifyJDK  the  sums  payable  for  each,  and  tbe 
names  of^lhe  proprietors  or  superinleudeuts,  re- 
spectively, where  known. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  iljmiher  enacted,  That  each  of 
the  collectors,  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  furnished  by  the  surveyor  of  the  revenue  for 
the  assessment  district  within  which  he  shall  have 
been  so  appoioted,  with  one  or  more  of  the  said 
lists,  signed  and  certified  by  such  surveyor.  And 
each  cotlecior,  on  receiving  a  list  as  afonsaid. 
shall  subscribe  three  receipts;  one  of  which  shall 
be  given  tuia  full  andcorrecicopy  of  such  list,  and 
the  other  two  on  aggregate  statements  thereof, 
exhibiting  the  Dumber  and  valuation  of  dwelling- 
houses,  the  number  of  slaves,  and  the  amouoi  of 
the  valuation  of  lands  in  such  collection  district. 
with  tbe  amount  of  the  taxes  asi«ssed  therfon.  And 
the  list  first  mentioned,  aod  receipt,  shall  remam 
in  the  office  of  the  surveyor  of  the  revenue,  and 
shall  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  person  who 
may  apply  to  inspect  the  same ;  and  the  araregate 
statements  and  receipts  aforesaid  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  inspector  of  the  survey,  and  one  of 
them  shall  he  by  aim  transmitted  to  the  supervi- 
sor of  the  district. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  foHher  enacted.  That  each 
collector,  before  receivingany  list,  asafutvsaid,  for 
collection,  shall  give  boad,  with  one  or  more  good 
and  sufficient  sureties,  in  at  least  double  the  atnouai 
of  the  taxes  assessed  oo  the  collection  district  for 
which  he  may  be  appointed  ;  which  bond  shall  be 
payable  to  the  United  States,  with  condition  foi 
the  true  and  faithful  discharEe  of  the  duties  of  hi.' 
office,  according  to  law,  and  particularly  for  ik 
due  collection  and  payment  of  all  moneya  assescd 
upon  such  district. 
Sec.  8.  JM.  be  it  further  enaded,   That  the 
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aforesaid  tax  shall  be  and  remain  a  lien  upon  the 
lauds,  and  oiber  real  esiuie,  and  all  slaves,  of  Ibe 
iadividuab  who  mij-  be  assessed  for  Che  same,  du- 
ring two  years  afler  the  time  when  it  shall  become 
dueaad  payable  according  lo  this  act;  and  the 
said  lien  shall  extend  to  each  and  every  pari  of^ 
all  IracLsoTloisorland,  or  dwelliDff-houses,  which 
thall  be  valued  according  Lo  the  atorenaid  act,  not- 
withstanding the  same  may  have  been  divided 
or  alienated,  in  part,  unless  an  anportionment  of 
the  valuation  thereof  shall  have  been  made  and 
recorded,  pursuant  lo  the  aforesaid  act,  prior  to  the 
time  when  the  colteetion  lists  shall  nave  been 
stated,  in  the  manner  herein  before  described. 

8gc.  9.  And  be  il  further  enacted,  That  each  of 
the  said  colleciors  shall,  immediately  after  re- 
ceiving his  collection  list,  advertise,  by  notiGca- 
tions,  lo  be  posted  up  in  at  least  four  public  places 
in  each  colfeciion  dlsirict,  that  the  said  tax  ttas 
become  due  and  payable,  and  the  limes  and  places 
at  which  he  will  attend  to  receive  the  same;  and, 
in  respect  to  persons  who  shall  not  attend,  accord- 
ing to  such  notifications,  it  shall  be  ibe  duly  of 
«ach  collector  to  applv  at  once  at  their  respective 
dwellings,  within  such  district,  and  there  demand 
the  taxes  payable  by  such  persons ;  and  if  the 
taxes  shall  not  be  then  paid,  or  within  twenty  days 
thereafter,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  collector  to 
proceed  to  collect  the  said  laxea,  by  distress  and 
sale  of  the  goods,  cbaliets,  or  effects  of  (he  person: 


said  upon  such  dwelling-houses,  lands,  or  slaves, 
respectively,  and  a  notification  to  pay,  or  cause  to 
be  paid,  the  said  taxes  to  tne  said  collectors,  re- 
spectively, within  thirty  days  after  such  notiGck' 
lion  shall  be  served  as  is  hereinbefore  provided; 
which  copies,  Mtalemenls,  and  notifications,  the 
surveyors  receiving  the  same,  respectively^  shall 
cause  to  be  personally  served  on  the  aforesaid  per- 
sons, respectively,  or  left  at  their  usual  places 
of  abode;  and  shall  cause  an  affidavit  thereof, 
by  the  person  leaving  or  serving  the  same  as  afore- 
said, with  ibe  time  of  such  service  or  leaving,  to 
be  immedialely  transmitted  to  the  aforesaid  col- 
lector: and  if  such  persons,  being  notified  in  man- 
ner aforesaid,  shall  not,  within  sixty  days  there- 
al^er,  pay  the  said  taxes  to  the  collector  of  the 
collection  diiiricl  where  the  said  lands,  dwelling- 
housee,  or  slaves,  shall  be  situated,  or  transmit  to 
him  a  receipt  for  the  said  (axes,  in  the  manner 
herein  provided,  then  (he  said  collector  shall  pro- 
ceed to  collect  the  said  tax.  by  distress  and  sale, 
as  is  herein  directed  :  and  if  the  persons  owning 
or  having  the  care  and  superintendence  of  Any 
such  lands,  dwelling-houses,  or  slaves,  shall  not 
be  known,  ihpn  the  aforesaid  electors  shall  cause 
the  said  copies,  statements,  and  notifications,  10  be 
published  for  sixty  days  id  four  gHZeiies  of  the 
State,  if  there  be  so  many;  after  which  publica- 
tion, if  the  said  taxes  shall  not  be  paid,  the  said 
„        .  ,  .  collectors  shall  proceed  to  collect  the  same  by 

delinquent    as  aforesaid,  with   a  eommissioo   of  i  distress  and  sale  in  the  manner  herein  provided, 
eight  per  centum  upon  the  said  taxes,  lo  and  for       Sec.  13.  Provided  alwayi.  and  be  it  further 
the  use  of  such  collector:  Provided,  That  il  shall  |  enacted,  That  if  any  person  owning,  or  having 
not  be  lawful  to  make  ditiress  of  the  tools  or  ini- 1  the  superintendence  or  care  of  any    dwelling- 
plemeols  of  a  trade  or  profession,  beasts  of  the  {  houses,  lands,  or  slaves,  in  a  coUeclion  district 

Cugh  necessary  for  the  cultivation  of  improved    other  than  that  in  which   he  resides,  and  being 
ds,  arma.  or  the  household  utensils,  or  apparel    served  with  such  copy,  statement,  and  notification, 

necessary  for  a  family.  as  is  aforeaaid,  shall,  within  sixty  days  thereafter. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it fitriher  enacted.  That,  except    pay  the  said  taxes  lo  the  collector  of  the  collection 

as  aforesaid,  all  goods,  chattels,  and  personal  ef- '  disirici  within  which  he  resides,  and  transmit  • 

fectswhatever,bein7or  remaining  on  lands  subject  I  receipt  therefor  to  the  collector  sendiiig  the  said 

to  the  said  lax,  and  all  giass,  or  produce  of  fdrms,  I  copy,  statement,  and  notification,  such  receipt 
stAaiiag  and  growine  thereon,  shall  and  may  be    shall  be  a  disc  barge  to  the  said  last  mentioned  col- 

Ulcen  and  sold  far   the   payment  of  the  said  tax, 

under  aucb  reaulalions  as  have  been  or  may  be 

made  ibr  the  sale  of  goods  or  effects  taken  andsold 

by  distress:  Prcmded,  That  nothing  herein  con- 

taiaed  shall  invalidate  or  impair  any  contract  or 
agreemeat  between  any  landlord,  tenant,  or  other 

person,  relative  to  the  payment  of  taxes. 

Ssc.  11.  And  be  it  furth^  enacted.  That  in  re- 
spect to  lands,  dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  which 
anall  not  be  owned  by,  or  in  the  occupalion,  oi 
under  the  care  or  superintendence,  of  some  person 
within  the  collection  district  where  the  same  shall 

be  situated  or  found  at  the  time  of  the  assessment 
aforesaid,  the  said  collectors,  respectively,  upon 
receivios  lists  of  such  lands,  dwelling-houses,  or 
slaves,  i»  manner  aforesaid,  shall  transmit  copiesof 
such  lists, certified  under  their  hands,  respeeiively, 
to  the  bUrveyors  of  the  revenue  for  the  assessment 
districts,  respectively,  within  which  the  penons 
owaing,  or  having  the  care  and  superintendence 
of  sucE  lands,  dwellijig-houses,  or  slaves,  maj  re- 
side, if  such  persons  be  known,  together  with  a 
at»tem«Bt  of  tae  amount  of  taxes  Mwised  as  afore- 


—  ■   -  ■.^^' 

lector  for  the  said  taxes,  and  he  sbatl  thereupon 
forhear  to  collect  them ;  and  the  collector  giTing 
Mich  receipt  shall  becorae  chargeable  with  the 
said  taxes,  and  shall  account  therefor  in  the  final 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  his  collection. 

Sac.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when 
any  tax  assessed  on  lands  or  houses,  shall  have 
remained  unpaid  for  the  term  of  one  year,  the 
colleciot  of  the  collection  district  within  vrhi^ 
such  land  or  houses  may  be  situated,  having  fint 
advertised  the  same  for  two  months,  in  six  difiiBr- 
ent  public  places  within  the  said  district,  and  in 
two  gazettes  in  the  State,  if  there  be  so  many, 
one  of  which  shall  be  the  gazeUe  in  which  the 
laws  of  such  State  shall  be  published  by  authoritv, 
if  any  such  there  be,  shall  proceed  to  sell,  ai  pub- 
lic sale,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  inspector 
of  the  survey,  either  the  dwelling-house,  or  so 
mneh  of  the  traci  of  land,  (as  the  case  may  be,) 
as  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  the  taxes  due  there- 
on ;  together  with  costs  and  charges,  not  exceed- 
ing at  the  rate  of  one  per  centum,  for  each  tad 
every  month  the  wid  tax  ihalt  have  rcmaiDKl  d«a 
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and  UDpiid.  Provided,  Thai  in  all  cases,  where 
any  lands  ur  lenemenU  shall  be  sold  as  aroresaid, 
ihe  owner  of  the  said  Lands  or  leDetnenU,  his 
heirs,  executors,  or  admiDistrators,  shall  have  lib- 
erty la  redeem  the  same  at  any  time  witbia  two 
yeare,  from  the  lime  of  seie.  upon  payment,  or 
tender  of  payment,  to  the  collector  tor  ihe  lime 
being,  for  the  use  of  the  purchaser,  his  heirs,  or 
assignees,  of  the  amount  of  the  said  laxe^  costs, 
and  cha^^s,  with  inlereat  fur  the  Mme,Bttne  rate 
of  tweire  per  cent,  per  aunum;  and  upon  pay- 
ment, or  leader  of  payment,  as  aforesaid,  such 
cale  shall  be  void.    And  no  deed  shall  be  given  in 

Snrsuance  of  any  such  sale,  until  the  titne  af  re- 
empcion  shall  have  expired. 
Sec.  14.  And  be  it  furOier  enacted,  That  the 
superTisors  of  the  respective  districts  shall  keep 
true  and  exact  accounts  of  all  taxes  due  and  pay- 
able in  each  coUeelion  district,  and  shall  charge 
the  amount  thereof  to  the  collectors  of  auch  dis- 
tricts, respectively:  And  the  said  collectors  shall, 
at  the  expiration  of  every  month  after  they  shall, 
respectively,  commence  theiT  collections,  in  man- 
ner aforesaid,  render  to  the  supervisor  of  the  dis- 
trict, or  the  inspector  of  the  survey  within  which 
the  said  collections  shall  respectively  be  made,  a 
full  and  true  account  of  the  colleetioDs  made  by 
them,  respectively ,  within  the  month,  and  pay  over 
to  the  said  supervisor  or  inspector  ine  moneys  by 
ifaera  respectively  collected  within  the  said  term: 
And  if  any  such  collector  shall  fail  or  neglect  to 
account  and  pay  over,  as  aforeiBid.  at  any  of  the 

Eriods  above  prescribed,  such  collector  shall  for- 
t  and  pay  three  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recov- 
«red  to  the  use  of  the  United  Slates,  with  costs  of 
suit,  in  any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction : 
And  where  any  moneys  shall  have  lieea  paid,  as 
aforesaid,  to  the  inspector  of  a  survey,  by  any 
collector,  the  receipt  of  such  inspector  shall  be 
allowed  to  such  collector,  in  the  final  settlement 
ttf  his  accounts  with  the  supervisor  of  the  district. 
Bec.  15.  And  be  it  Jicrther  tnacted  That  each 
of  the  said  collectors  shall  complete  thecolleciion 
of  all  sums  assigned  to  him  for  collection,  as  afore- 
said, and  shall  account  for.  and  pay  over  the  same 
to  the  supervisor  of  the  district,  within  one  year 
and  one  month  from  and  after  the  time  when  the 
said  lax  shall  have  become  due  and  payable,  in 
manner  aforesaid  ;  and  If  any  collector  shall  fail 
•o  to  collect,  account,  and  pay  over,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  supervisor  of  the  district,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  required,  to  issue  a  warrant 
of  distress  against  such  delinquent  collector  and 
his  sureties,  directed  to  the  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict, therein  expressing  the  amount  of  the  taxes 
imposed  on  the  district  of  such  collector,  and  ihe 
■aro^  if  any.  which  have  been  paid  ;  and  the  raid 
marshal  shall  himself,  or  by  his  deputy,  imme- 
diately proceed  to  levy  and  collect  the  sum  which 
may  remain  due,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods 
and  chattels,  or  any  personal  effects  of  the  delin- 
quent collector:  and  for  want  of  goods,  chattels 
or  effects,  aforesaid,  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  said 
warrant,  the  same  may  be  levied  on  the  person  of 
the  collector,  who  may  be  committed  to  prison, 
tbece  lo  remain  until  diichatged  in  due  eoune  of 


Uw.  And  furthermore,  not  withstanding  thecom- 
mitment  of  the  collector  to  prison,  as  aforesaid, 
or  if  he  abscond,  and  ^oods,  chattels,  and  effects, 
cannot  be  found,  sufficient  to  satisfy  iJie  said  war- 
rant, the  said  marshal,  or  his  deputy,  shall  and 
may  proceed  to  levy  and  collect  the  sum  which 
may  remain  due,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods 
and  chattels,  or  any  personal  eSecia,  of  the  surety 
or  sureties  of  the  delinouent  collector. 

Sec  16.  And  be  it  paiher  enacted.  That  the 
amount  of  the  sums  committed  to  any  cotleciot, 
I  for  collection  as  aforesaid,  shall,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  declared  to  be  a  lieu  upon  the  lands  attd 
real  estate  of  such  collector,  and  his  sureties,  nn- 
tii  the  same  shall  be  discharged  according  lo  law;, 
and  for  want  of  goods  and  chattels,  or  other  per- 
sonal effects  of  such  collector,  or  bis  sureties,  suf- 
ficient to  satisfy  any  warrant  of  dislreM  issued 
Eursuant  to  the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  the 
inds  and  real  ettaie  ofsuch  collector,  and  his 
sureties,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary 
for  satisfying  the  .-^lid  warrant,  after  being  adver- 
tised for  at  least  three  weeks  in  not  lets  than  three 
public  places  iu  the  collection  district,  and  in  one 
newspaper  printed  in  the  county,  if  any  there  be. 
prior  to  the  proposed  time  of  sale,  may  and  shall 
be  sold  by  toe  marshal  or  bis  deputy  ;  and  for  all 
lauds  and  real  estate  sold,  in  pursuance  of  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  the  conveyances  of  the  marshals, 
or  their  deputies,  eiecutea  in  due  form  of  law, 
shall  afford  a  valid  title  againsi  all  persons  claim- 
ing UDder>the  delinquent  collectors,  or  tbeir  sure- 


dforesaid;  and  all  moneys  that  maT  remain 
of  the  proceeds  of  such  sale,  after  satisfying  the 
!>aid  warrant  of  distress,  and  paying  the  reasona- 
ble costs  and  charges  of  sale,  shall  be  returned  to 
the  proprietor  of  the  lands  or  real  estate  sold  as 
aforeiiaid. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  supervisors  of  the  ref^l- 
ive  districts,  at  any  time,  for  good  and  sufficient 
cause,  to  dismiss  or  discharge  each  or  any  col- 
lector from  office,  and  to  commit  the  collection  of 
any  part  of  the  said  tax  remaining  uncollected  to 
a  new  collector ;  and  immediately  upon  such  dis- 
mission, and  after  a  notification  thereof,  in  at  least 
two  public  places  In  the  collection  district,  by  tbe 
supervisor  or  the  surveyor  of  the  revenue  for  the 
district,  on  his  behalf,  the  powers  of  the  collector 
so  dismi-^sed  shall  cease  and  terminate:  and  if  any 
collector,  so  dismissed,  shall  wilfuUv  refuse  or 
neglect  to  surrender  bis  collection  list,  and  lo 
^nder  a  true  account  of  all  moneys  collected,  and 
to  pay  over  the  same,  according  to  the  dirreiions 
of  the  supervisor,  each  and  every  such  collectot 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  four 
thousand  dollars,  with  costs  of  suit,  to  be  recoT- 
ered  to  the  use  of  the  United  Sutea,  in  any  court 
having  competent  juri»diction  :  Provided,  That 
nothing  herein  coniained  shall  be  construed  lo 
impair  the  responsibility  of  any  collector,  or  hi* 
sureties,  arising  under  the  foregoing  provisions  of 
this  act. 

Sbc.  IB.  And  be  it  fvrlher  enacted.  That  each 
and  every  collector,  who  shall  exercise,  v  be 
guilty  of  any  eitortion  or  opprasion,  oBiter  color 
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of  this  ■cl,  or  shall  demaod  other  or  Kreaier  sums 
tbaa  shall  be  authorized  by  Un,  shall  be  liable  to 
par  a  sum  not  ezceedin^r  three  hundred  dollars. 
10  De  recovered  by  and  for  the  use  of  the  party 
injured.wilh  cosliofsult,  in  any  court  baTiDgcom- 
petenl  jarisdlction  ;  and  each  and  erery  collector 
shall,  ir  requjied,  ^ire  receipts  for  all  snma  by  them 
collected,  and  retained,  in  purtuance  of  this  act. 

Sec.  is.  And  be  it  fitrtKer  enacted,  That  for 
o^eciing  the  said  tax,  itaere  shall  be  allowed  and 
paid  the  following  sums,  and  no  more,  to  be  re- 
tamed  by  the  several  officers  hereinalYeT  men- 
tioDed,  in  tQe  final  setllemem  of  their  account?, 
respectively ;  that  is  to  say,  to  each  supervisor, 
one-half  per  ceatum  on  the  whole  aoiount  of  the 
moneyg  by  him  received  and  aecaunted  for,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  this  act;  to  every  inspector,  one- 
fouiih  per  ceatum  on  the  whole  niuouni  of  the 
moneys  to  be  by  him  received  and  accounted  tor 
as  aforesaid;  and  to  every  collector,  five  per  ceu- 
tnm  on  the  whole  amount  of  the  moneys  by  bim 
to  be  received  and  accounted  for,  as  aforesaid: 
Prmmled,  That  no  collector  shall  receive  the  said 
lilowance,  for,  or  in  respect  to  any  sum  for  which 
tirananl  of  distress  shall  have  oeen  issued  by 
him;  and  Provided  alto,  That  no  collector  who 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  render,  according  lo  this 
act,  any  monthly  account  of  moneys  by  Dim  re- 
ceived, as  aforesaid,  or  to  pay  over  the  same,  as  is 
bereby  directed, shall  be  entitled  to,  or  receive  the 
•aid  allowance,  upon  all  or  any  of  the  moneys  by 
him  collected,  within  the  rauoih  for  which  he 
shall  so  refuse  or  neglect  to  aceouiktand  pay  over 
as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  (he  surveyors  of  the  revenue 
respectively,  to  he  paid  by  the  supervisors  respect- 
ively, and  eKhibited  in  ineir  accounts,  as  part  of 
the  charge  of  the  said  collection,  for  preparing 
collection  lists,  and  computing  the  taxes  payable 
for  each  individual,  at  the  rale  of  one  dollar  for 
every  hundrefi  tazablea  contained  in  any  such  list. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  itfirther  enacted,  That  a  sep- 
arate account  shall  be  kept  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Slates  of  all  moneys  to  be  collected  and 


from  slaves,  and  from  lands,  within  eacn  Slate, 
and  also  disiinguishiag  the  amount  received  in 
each  State  from  each  separate  description  of 
dwelling'-houses.  paying  the  same  rate  per  centum. 
Approved,  July  14,  1798. 


An  Act  to  aogment  ths  Army  of  the  United  States,  and 
tor  other  purpose*. 
Beilenacted,  f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  eacQ  regiment  of  infantry  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  Stales  shall  consist  of  onr  lieu- 
tenant colonel  commandant,  two  majon,  one  adju- 
tant, one  pay  roaster,onequarterma9ier,onesurgeon, 
tvo  surgeon's  mates,  ten  captains,  ten  lieutenants, 
tea  ensigns,  one  sergeant  major,  one  quartermaster 
sergeant,  two  senior  musicians,  forty  sergeants, 
forty  corporals,  twenty  mnsiciaot,  and  lii  hundred 
private* ;  kod  that  the  several  reginteata  of  iofanl' 


ry,  nowiniheserviceof  the  United  States,  be  aug- 
mented accordingly.  Provided,  alwat/i,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  may,  in  his  dlscre* 
lion,  appoint  and  distribute  such  additional  num- 
ber of  surgeon's  mates,  and  for  such  length  of  time, 
as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  may  require. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  folates  be  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  raise,  in  addition  to  the  present  Mili- 
tarv  Establishment,  twelve  regiments  of  infantry, 
and  six  troops  of  light  dragoons,  to  be  enlisted  for 
and  during  the  continuance  of  the  existingdiSet- 
ences  between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
Republic,  unless  sooner  discharged ;  and  the  said 
six  troops,  together  with  the  two  troops  of  dragoona 
now  ilk  service,  shall  be  formed  iota  a  regiment, 
and  there  shall  be  appointed  thereto  one  lieuteikant 
colonel  commandant,  two  majors,  one  adjutant, 
one  paymaster,  one  quartermaster,  one  sergeant 
major,  and  one  quartermaster  sergeant,  whose  pay 
and  emoluments,  as  well  as  those  of  the  cornets,  re- 
spectively, shall  be  the  same  as  are  by  lawallowed 
to  officers  of  the  same  grades  in  the  mfanlry. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  two  major  generals,  with  two  aids-de- 
camp each;  one  inspector  general,  with  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  major  general,  and  two 
aids-de-camp ;  three  brigadier  generals,  in  addition 
to  the  present  estabUsnmenti  two  assistant  in- 
spectors, (who  shall  be  taken  from  the  line  of  the 
Army  ;)  one  adjutant  general,  with  one  or  more 
assistant  or  assistants,  to  be  taken  from  the  line  of 
ibe  Army  ;  and  four  chaplains. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  the  ma- 
jor generals,  respectively,  shall  be  eniUled  to  one 
nandred  and  siilv-six  dollars  monthly  pay,  with 
twenty  dollars  allowance  for  forage  monthly,  and 
for  daily  subsistence  fifteen  rations,  or  money  in 
lieu  thereof  at  the  contract  price ;  the  adjutant 
general  shall  be  eotiiled  to  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluu)entsof  a  brigadier  general;  each  chaplain 
to  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  major ;  the  aids- 
de-camp  and  assistant  inspectors  shall  each  be  en- 
titled to  twenty-fonr  dollars  monthly,  in  additioit 
to  their  pay  in  the  line,  and  to  four  rations  of  pro- 
visions eacn  for  their  daily  subsistence ;  and  when- 
ever forage  shall  not  be  furnished  by  ihe  public, 
ten  dollars  per  month  in  lieu  thereof. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
non-commissioned  officer,  private,  and  musician. 
who  shall  hereafter  be  enlisted  for  the  Army  ol 
the  United  Slates,  shall  be  able-bodied,  and  ofk 
size  and  age  suitable  for  the  public  service,  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  which  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  and  may  establish ;  and  shell 
be  entitled  to  a  bounty  of  twelve  dollars ;  hut  the 
payment  of  four  dollars  thereof  shall  be  deferred 
until  heshallhave  joined  the  Army;  andeachcom- 
missioned  officer,  who  shall  be  employed  in  the 
recruiting  service,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for 
each  such  non-commissioned  officer  and  private, 
and  for  each  efficient  musician  duly  enlisted  and 
mustered,  the  sum  of  two  dollars. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  fiather  enacted,  Thai  the 
monthly  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officertk 
musiciana,  and  privates,  in  tba  Army  of  the  United 
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States,  (torn  and  after  the  fifUi  day  of  Augmtt  oeit, 
■hall  be  as  follows:  cadets,  lea  dollars  and  two 
lations  per  day  ;  seweaDt  majors  and  ((uartetinBS' 
ICi  sergeants,  ten  dollars ;  senior  musiciaos,  eight 
dollars;  sergeants,  ei^hl  dollars ;  corporals,  seven 
dollars;  musicians,  sis  dollars;  privates,  five  dol- 
lars. Ariificen  lo  the  iorantry  and  artillery,  and 
farriers  and  saddlers  [□  the  dragoons,  shall  be  al- 
lowed each  the  moolhly  pay  of  ten  dollars.  That 
every  Don-coramissianed  officer,  private,  and  mu- 
liciaD,  shall  receive  daily  the  followiDg  rations  of 
provisiona,  to  wit:  onepoundandaijuarterof  beef, 
oithree-quariersorapounJafpork,eighteenouaceB 
of  bread  or  Aour,  a  gilt  of  rum,  hraody.or  whiskey; 
and  at  the  rate  of  two  quarts  of  salt,  fourquartii  of 
vinegar,  four  pounds  of  soap,  and  one  pound  and  a 
half  of  candles,  to  every  hundred  latious. 

Sec.  T.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  the  Pre- 
aident  of  the  Uuited  Stales  be.  aod  he  hereby  ii, 
authorized  to  appoint  a  ouinher,  not  esceeaing 
four,  teachers  of  the  arts  and  sciences  necessary  for 
the  insiruGlion  of  the  artillerists  and  eogineers, 
who  shall  be  entitled  lo  (he  moolhly  pay  of  fifty 
dollars  and  iviro  rations  per  day. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  eitacted,  That  the  of- 
ficers, noii'Coin missioned  officers,  musicians,  and 
privates,  raised  bv  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  take  and 
inbscribe  the  oath  or  affirmation  prescribed  by  the 
laWj  entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  and  fix  (he 
Hihiary  Esiablisbmeot  of  the  United  States,"  and 
they  shall  be  governed  by  the  rules  and  articles 
of  war,  which  nave  been  or  may  be  established  by 
law,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  legal  emoluments 
in  case  of  wounds  or  disabiliLiea,  received  while 
in  actual  service,  and  in  the  line  of  duty.  Aod 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  the  President  of  the  U; 
ted  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  all  the 
regimental  officers  proper  to  be  appointed  under 
(hts  act,  and  likewise  to  make  appointments  to  fill 
any  vacancies  in  the  Army,  which  may  have  hap- 
pened during  the  present  session  of  the  Senate. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  ilfiirther  enacted,  That  then 
shall  be  appointed  an  inspector  of  the  artillery, 
taken  from  the  line  of  artillerists  and  engineers, 
who  shall  he  allowed  thirty  dollars  per  month  in 
addition  to  his  pay  in  the  line,  and  four  rations  of 
raorisions  foe  his  daily  subsistence ;  and  whenever 
foraee  shall  not  be  furnished  by  the  public,  he  shiU 
be  allowed  ten  dollars  per  month  instead  thereof. 

Approved,  July  16,  1798. 

An  Ad  tar  tixt  relief  of  lick  and  disabled  ■eamen. 

Be  it  etiacted,  f  c.  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  September  next,  the  master  or  own< 
every  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States,  arri 
from  a  foreign  port  into  any  port  of  the  Ui 
States,  shair,  before  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be 
admitted  lo  an  entry,  render  to  the  collector  s  true 
account  of  the  number  of  seamen  that  shall  tut' 
been  employed  on  hoard  such  vessel  since  si 
was  last  entered  at  any  port  in  the  United  Slates, 
and  shall  pay  lo  the  said  collector,  at  the  rate  of 
twenty  cents  pei  month  for  every  seaman  soei 
ployed ;  wbicli  sum  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
Klain  out  of  the  wages  of  such  seaman. 


Sbc  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai,  from 
id  after  the  first  day  of  September  next,  no  col- 
lector shall  grant  to  any  ship  or  verael  wnose  en- 
rolment or  license  for  carrying  on  the  coasting 
trade  has  expired,  a  new  enrolment  or  license  before 
the  master  of  Ruch  ship  or  vetiel  shall  first  render 
a  true  account  to  the  collector,  of  the  number  of 
seamen,  and  the  time  they  have  severally  beea 
employed  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  during  ihe 
continuing  of  the  license  which  has  so  eapired.aad 
to  such  collector  twenty  cents  per  month  for 
/  month  such  seamen  have  been  severally 
employed,  as  aforesaid;  which  sum  the  said  master 
s  hereby  authorized  to  retain  out  of  the  wsges  of 
luch  seamen.  And  if  any  such  master  shall  render 
afalseaccountofthenumberofmen,and  the  length 
of  time  they  have  severally  been  employed,  as  is 
herein  required,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duly  of  the  several  collectors  to  make  a 
quarterly  return  of  the  sums  collected  by  them, 
respectively,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  the  8«!retaty 
of  the  Treasury ;  and  the  President  of  the  United        I 
Slates  is  hereby  authorized,  out  of  the  same,  10         i 
provide  for  the  temporary  relief  and  maintenance 
of  sick  or  disabled  seamen,  in  the  hospitals  i>r  other        | 
ioslilulioos  now  established  in  the  several   porta         i 
of  the  United  States,  or  in  port*  where  no  sach 
institutions  eziit,  then  in  sach  other  manner  as  he        ' 
shell  direct:  Provided,  That  the  moneys  collected         i 
in  any  one  district  shall  be  expended  within  the 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  auT 
surplus  shall  remain  of  tbe  moneys  to  be  coUeclea, 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  after  defraying  the  expense 
of  such  temporary  relief  and  support,  that  the  same, 
tqgeiher  with  such  private  donations  as  may  be 
made  for  that  purpose,  which  ihe  President  isherebr 
BUlhorized  to  receive^  shall  be  invested  in  the  stock 
of  the  United  Stales,  under  the  direction  of  ihe 
President ;  and  when,  in  his  opinion,  a  aufficienl 
fund  shall  be  accumulated,  he  is  hereby  authorized 
to  purchase  or  receive  cessions  or  donations  of 
eround  or  buildings,  in  the  name  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  to  cause  buildinsx,  when  necessary,  to 
be  erected  as  hospitals  for  tne  accommodalion  of 
sick  and  disabled  seamen. 

Sec.  a.  Andbe  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Pre- 
sident  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  nominate  and  appoint,  in  such  ports 
of  the  United  Slates  as  he  may  think  proper,  one 
or  more  persons,  to  be  called  Directors  of  Ihe  Ma- 
rine Hospital  of  the  United  Slates,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  direct  the  expeodilare  of  the  fnad  as- 
signed for  their  respective  ports,  according  to  the 
third  section  of  this  act;  to  provide  for  the  accom- 
modation of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  under  such 
general  instructions  as  shall  be  given  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  tbe  United  States  for  that  purpose,  and 
also  subject  to  the  like  general  instructions  to 
direct  and  govern  such  hospitals  as  tbe  President 
may  direct  to  be  built  in  the  respective  ports;  and 
that  the  said  directors  shall  hold  their  offices  di^ 
ring  the  pleasure  of  tbe  President,  who  is  author- 
ized  to  fiU  up  all  racancie*  that  may  be  oceaakneA 
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by  the  death  or  lemoval  of  any  of  the  peisoDS  lo 
to  be  appointed ;  and  the  said  directors  Ehall  ren- 
der aa  account  of  the  moneys  received  and  ex- 
pended by  them,  once  inevery  quarter  of  a  year,  to 
ibe  Secretary  of  [he  Treasurv,  or  such  otW  per- 
WQ  aa  the  President  shall  direct;  but  no  other 
allowance  or  compensation  shall  be  made  lo  the 
said  Directors,  except  the  payment  of  soch  expen- 
ses as  ihey  may  incur  ia  the  acltial  discharge  of 
the  duties  required  by  ibis  act. 
Approred,  July  16,  1798. 

An  Act  br  ereetiiig  a  light-hoim  at  Gay  Head,  on  Har- 
(ha'a  Vineyaid,  and  foi  other  parpowa. 

Settenac(e(i,^.,That,as  soon  as  the  Jurisdiction 
of  such  land  at  Gay  Head,  on  the  westera  part  of 
Martha's  Vineyard.ia  the  State  of  MasBachusetls, 
as  the  President  oi  the  United  States  shall  deem 
lofficient.aDdmostproperrortbeaccommodationof 
a  iight-houw.  shall  have  been  ceded  to  the  Ucited 
Stales.  iL  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  provide  by  contract,  which  shall  be 
approved  by  the  President,  for  building  a  light- 
house thereuQ,  and  for  furoiehing  the  same  wi[h 
ill  necessary  supplies;  and,  also,  to  agree  for  the 
salaries  and  wages  of  the  person  or  persons  who 
may  be  appointed  by  the  President,  for  the  super- 
intendence of  the  same ;  and  the  President  is  here- 
by authorized  to  make  the  said  appointments. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  as  soon 
>i  such  land,  at  the  New  Inlet  of  Cape  Pear  river, 
ia  the  State  of  North  Garolina,  as  the  President 
of  ihe  United  States  shall  deem  sufficient  and  most 
proper  whereon  to  erect  a  lighted  beacon,  shall 
aave  been  ceded  to  the  Uaiied  Stales,  tugeiher 
with  the  jurisdiction  thereof,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
ibe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  provide,  by  con- 
inct,  for  erecting  a  lighted  beacon  ihereon;  and 
also  tor  placing  a  buoy  in  the  inlet  aforesaid,  and 
forfurnishing  the  samewiih  all  necessary  supplies, 

Sec  3.  And  be  itfurther  enacted.  That,  for  the 
purposeaibresaid,  and  also  for  the  payment  of  such 
mm  as  shall  be  found  due  lo  ihe  commissioners  of 
pilotage  of  the  port  of  Savannah,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  for  erecting  a  beacon,  and  placing  sundry 
buoys  at  the  said  port,  on  a  settlement  uf  their 
accounts  ai  the  Treasury,  there  be  appropriated, 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otnerwise 
particularly  approprialed,  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars:  Provided,  alv>ay», 
That  no  payment  shall  be  made  for  erecting  Ihe 
■aid  beacon  until  the  land  whereon  the  same  has 
been  erected,  together  with  ihejurisdiction  thereof, 
tb&II  have  been  ceded  to  the  United  Stales,  agree- 
diie  to  law,  and  in  like  mauaer  as  has  been  done 
in  other  cases. 

Approved,  July  16, 1796. 

An  Act  to  enaUe  the  President  ot  the  Uuked  States  to 
borrow  money  for  the  public  serviee. 
Be  it  enacted,^.,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  shall  be,  and  hereby  is.  authorized  to 
borrow,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  lend  the  same,  or  from  any  other  Dody 


or  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  or  from  any  person 
or  persons,  and  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as 
he  shall  judge  most  advantageous  for  the  United 
Stales,  a  sum  not  exceeding  live  millions  of  dol- 
lars, in  addition  to  the  moneys  to  be  received  ia 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  from  taies,  foi 
making  up  any  deficiency  in  any  appropriatioD 
heretofore  made  by  law,  or  to  be  made  during  the 
present  session  of  Congress;  and  defraying  the 
expenses  which  may  be  incurred,  by  calling  into 
actual  service  any  part  of  the  militia  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  by  raising,  equipping,  and  calling 
into  actual  service,  any  regular  troops  or  volun- 
teers, pursuant  to  authorities  vested  or  to  be  vested 
in  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  by  law: 
Provided,  That  no  engagement  nor  contract  shall 
be  entered  into  which  shall  preclude  the  United 
Stales  from  reimbursing  any  sum  or  sums  bor- 
rowed at  anv  time  after  the  expiration  of  fifteen 
years  from  tike  date  of  such  loan. 

Sec.  2.  AtuI  be  itfurther  enacted.  That  so  much 
as  may  be  necessary  of  the  surplus  of  the  dutica 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  beyond  the  permanent 
appropriations  heretofore  charged  upon  them  b]r 
law,  shall  be  and  hereby  is  pledged  and  appropria- 
ted for  paying  the  interest  of  all  such  moneys  ■■ 
may  be  borrowed,  pursuant  to  this  act,  according 
to  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which  the  loan  oi 
loans,  respeclively,  may  be  effected  :  and  also  for 
paying  and  discharging  the  principal  sum  or  suroi 
of  any  such  loan  or  loans,  according  to  the  lemu 
and  condition*  to  be  fixed  as  aforesaid :  and  tke 
faith  of  the  United  States  shall  be  and  hereby  is 
pledged  to  establish  sufficient  permanent  revenue! 
for  making  up  any  deficiency  that  may  heresner 
appear  in  tne  provisions  for  paying  the  said  intereat 
and  principal  sums,  or  any  of  them,  in  manner 
aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
sums  to  be  borrowed,  pursuant  to  this  act,  shall  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
there  separately  accounted  for;  and  that  the  same 
shall  be  and  hereby  are  appropriated  in  manDet 
following:  first,  to  make  up  any  deficiency  in  any 
appropriation  heretofore  made  by  law,  or  lo  be 
made  during  the  present  session  oi  Congress ;  and, 


gress,  by  calling  into  actual  service  any  part  of 
the  militia  of  the  United  Stales,  or  by  raising, 
equipping,  and  calling  into  actual  service,  any  re- 
gular troops  or  volunteers,  pursuant  to  authoritiei 
vested  or  to  be  vested  in  the  Prexideni  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  law,  - 
Approved,  July  16, 1798. 


An  Act  to  suspend,  lor  a  further  time,  the  duties  upon 
the  mann&cture  of  snuff  within  the  Uoitad  Stalef, 
and  the  drawbacks  upon  the  exportation  thereof. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  all  such  parts  of  any 
laws,  heretofore  passed,  as  impose  duties  upan 
mills  and  implements  employed  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  snuff,  or  allow  drawbacks  upon  the  eiporta- 
tionofsnuffinanuracluredwiihin  tne  United  Siate^ 
shall  be,  and  the  same  hereby  are,  tiupended  until 
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the  end  of  the  first  session  of  the  sixth  Congress  of 
Ihe  UniledSlnIes. 
Approved,  July  16,  1798. 

An  Act  to  make  a  fdrlhci  approprittJoD  for  the  addi- 
tjonil  QSTtl  umtment. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc..  That  the  sum  of  six  hundred 
thou»and  dollars  shall  be,  aiid  heretiy  is,  appropri- 
ated, to  enable  iht;  President  of  the  United  Slates 
to  cause  to  be  built  and  equipped  three  ships  or 
resseU,  to  be  of  a  force  not  less  iban  thirty-two 
guns  each,  and  of  the  dimensions  and  model  which 
Ee  shall  deem  moal  advantageous  for  the  public 
(ervice,  as  part  of  the  additional  nacal  armament 
Authorized  by  law. 

Sec.  S.  And  bt  it  farlher  enacted,  That  the 
timber  and  other  materials  belonging  to  tiie  Uni- 
ted Siaiea,  proper  for  building  and  equipping  the 
■hips  or  TesseU  aforesaid,  reaiaining  in  their  sev- 
eral dock-yards,  and  elsewhere,  may  be  employed, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  effecting  the  purposes  of  this  act,  or  may 
be  o  the  wise  disposed  of  as  he  shall  think  best.  And 
the  sum  hereby  uppropriaied  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  unappropriated  money  in  the  Treasury. 

Approved,  July  16,  1798. 


Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  thejudges  of  the  supreme 
court,  and  of  the  several  district  courts  of  [he  Uni' 
ted  State)!,  and  all  judgesaud  justices  of  the  courts 
ofthe  several  States,  having  authority,  by  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  to  take  cognizance  of  offences 
■gainst  the  Constilutioo  and  laws  thereof,  shall 
lespectively  bare  ibe  like  power  and  authority  to 
hold  to  security  of  the  peace,  and  for  good  beha- 
Tiour,  in  cases  arisins  under  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  as  may  or  can  be  law- 
fully exercised  by  any  judge  or  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  respeciire  Stales,  in  cases  cognizable 
Wore  then). 

Approved,  July  16,  1798. 

An  Act  miking  certain  appropriations,  and  to  author- 
tie  the  President  to  obtain  a  loan  on  thi  credit  of  the 
direct  tai, 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  there  shall  be,  and 
there  hereby  are,  appropriated,  the  following  sums, 
that  is  to  say,  towards  defraying  the  bounties, 
pay,  aad  other  expenditures,  which  shall  and 
H|ay  accrue,  in  the  augmentation  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled 
"Anact  to  augment  the  Army  ofthe  United  Stales, 
tnd  for  other  purposes,"  the  sum  of  nine  hundred 
thousand  dollars;  and,  in  addition  to  the  sums 
heretofore  appropriated  for  such  fortifications  as 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  cause  to 
be  erected  or  coranleled,  the  further  sumof  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars;  and  for  the  further  expenses 
ofthe  commissioners  appointed  pursuant  lo  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  and 
for  the  eitraordinary  expenses  of  making  and  run- 
ning certain  boundary  lines  required  by  the  same, 


in  addition  to  the  former  appropriations,  the  sum 
of  iwenty-five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  from 
any  moneys  which  shall  be  in  the  Treasury  ofthe 
United  Slates,  uot  already  appropriated. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furlh^  enacted,  That  the 
President  ofthe  United  Stales  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  borrow  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates,  who  are  hereby  enabled  to  lend 
the  same,  or  of  any  other  corporation,  per^n  or 
persons,  the  sum  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  upon 
the  credit,  and  in  anticipation  of,  the  direct  tax, 
laid  and  to  be  collected  within  the  United  States; 
which  lax  sball  be,  and  is  hereby,  pledged  for  ihe 
re-paymeni  of  any  loan  which  shall  be  obtained 
thereon,  as  aforesaid;  and  the  faith  ofthe  United 
Slates  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  ^edged  to  make 
good  any  deficiency  :  Provided,  That  the  interest 
to  he  allowed  for  such  loan  shall  not  exceed  six 
per  centum  per  annum;  andthattheprincipal  shall 
be  reimbursed  at  the  pleasure  ofthe  Uoilea  States. 

Approved,  July  16,  1798. 

An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  the  eeveral  acta  lor  the  M- 

tabliihment  and   regulation  of  the  Treanuj,  War, 

and  Navy  Departmenta. 

Be  it  enacted,  fe.,  That  there  sball  be  ia  the 
DepBiimenl  of  the  Navy,  an  officer  to  be  de- 
nominated Accountant  of  the  Navy,  who  shall  be 
charged  with  the  settlement  of  all  accounts  for 
moneys  advanced  and  stores  issued  or  distributed 
hy  or  under  tbe  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  and  who  shall  report,  from  time  to  time,  all 
saebseitlemenis  assballhave  been  made  by  him  fot 
money  advanced  or  issued,  for  the  inspection  and 
revision  ofthe  accoun  ling  officers  of  the  Treasury. 
And  the  compensation  of  the  said  accountant  shall 
be  a  yearly  salary  of  one  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars.  And  all  letters  and  packages  to  nud  from 
said  accountant,  by  mail,  shall  be  free  of  postage. 

Sec,  2.  Aitd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  tbe 
Treasurer  of  ihe  United  Stales  sball  disburse  all 
such  money  as  sball  bare  been  previously  ordered 
for  the  use  of  the  Department  of  the  Navy,  by  war- 
rants from  the  Treasury,  which  disbursernents  shall 
be  made  pursuant  lo  warrants  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  countersigned  by  the  accoontanL 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  Thatallpur- 
chases,  and  contracts,  for  supplies  or  services  for 
the  military  and  naval  service  ofthe  United  Slates, 
shall  be  madebvorunder  the  direction  of  the  chief 
officers  of  the  Departments  of  War  and  the  Navy, 
respectively,  and  all  agents  or  contractors  for  sup- 
plies or  services  as  aforesaid,  shall  render  their  ac- 
counts for  aeltleraent  lo  iheacconniant  of  the  pro- 
].er  department  for  wbich  such  supplies  or  servi- 
ces are  required,  subject  nevertheless  to  the  inspeC' 
lion  and  revision  of  the  officers  ofthe  Treasury  in 
manner  before  prescribed. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duly  of  Ihe  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies, 
to  execute  all  such  orders  as  he  may  from  lime  lo 
time  receive  from  ihe  Secretary  of  War  or  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  relative  to  the  procuring  and 
providing  of  all  kinds  of  stores  and  supplies ;  and 
shall  render  bis  accounts  relative  thereto  to  the 
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Is  of  ihe  proper  depBrlmentii,  which  ac- 
eoDDls  shRll  be  subject  to  the  inspection  and  re- 
Tuion  of  Ihe  officers  of  ibe  Treasury,  as  aforesaid. 
Sec,  5.  And  be  it  fvrlher  enacted,  Thatthepro- 
TisioDJ  of  the  act  passed  on  (he  eig-hlh  day  of  Mny 
one  ihousand  seTeo  hundred  and  ninely-two,  en- 
titled "An  act  makiitg  alterations  in  the  Trea- 
snrjr  and  War  Departments,"  and  the  act  passed 
cm  the  twenty  third  day  of  Fehruary,  one  thousand 
MTen  hundred  and  ninety-five,  entitled  "  Ao  act 
10  establish  the  office  of  Purveyor  of  Public  Sup 
plies,"  so  far  as  the  same  are  repugnant  to  the 
piorisioDs  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 

Sic.  6.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted,  That  all  con- 
Irsola  to  be  made,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  of  any 
iiv  of  the  United  Slates,  and  requiring  the  ad- 
TiDce  of  money,  or  to  be  in  any  manner  con- 
necied  with  the  seillement  of  public  accounts, 
shall  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  Ihe  Comptroller 
of  iheTreasuiy  of  the  United  Stales,  within  ninety 
diys  after  their  dates,  respectively. 

Approved,  July  16,  1798. 

AaAetiD 

jeiiom 

Be  it  enacted,  fc..  That  for  the  compensation 
of  clerks  to  the  commissioners  of  loans,  and  an  al- 
lowance to  certain  loan  officers,  in  lieu  of  clerk 
iiire,  and  to  defray  the  authorized  expenses  of  the 
several  loan  officers,  for  and  during  the  year  one 
ibousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  there 
sball  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated  the  sum  of 
ibiiieen  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  UfuHher  enacted.  That  for  the 
eipenses  incident  to  the  Navy  De^rtment,  for 
and  during  the  present  year,  including  the  com- 
pensaiion  of  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  his  clerks, 
and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  with  the  con- 
lineent  eipenses  of  the  Department,  there  shall  be, 
ana  hereby  is,  appropriated  the  sum  of  six  thou- 
siDdtwo  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  and  seven- 

'  Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  the 
npenses  incident  to  the  office  of  the  Accountant 
of  the  Navy  Department,  for  and  during  the  pres- 
et year,  including  the  compensation  of  the  Ac- 
countant,  his  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
office,  with  alt  contingent  expenses  thereof,  there 
shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  and  forty-five  dollars  and  nine  cents. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  mfiher  enacted.  That  for  the 
■dditional  expenses  incident  to  the  present  session 
ofCongress,  ior  printing,  stationery,  and  other  COD- 
tingencieSj  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  appropri- 
ated the  following  sums,  viz;  for  the  Senate  one 
thousand  dollars;  for  the  House  of  Representatives 
four  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  for  re- 
paying to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  sum 
advanced  upon  bills  drawn  by  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  in  favor  of  the  cashier  of  the  said 
Bank,  upon  the  supervisor  of  the  diattict  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  protested,  there  shall  be,  and  here- 
by is,  appropriated  the  sum  of  five  thousand  five 
hundred  and  six  dollars. 


Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
aforesaid  appropriations  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
sum  of  six  hundred  liiouaaod  dollars,  reserved  b^ 
the  act  "making  provision  for  the  debts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States." 

Approved,  July  16, 1798. 

An  Ad  anthoriiing  the  grant  and  coaveyinoB  ofa  cer- 
tain lot  of  gnraiid  to  Etie  WilUanu. 

Be  it  enacted,  ic.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  con- 
tract with  Elie  Williams,  for  the  sale  of  a  certain 
lot  of  ground,  twenty  perches  in  length,  and  six- 
teen perches  in  breadth,  situate  in  the  town  of  Cin- 
cinnaii,  in  the  Terrritorr  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  it 
being  the  same  lot  on  which  certain  buildings  were 
erected  by  the  said  Elie  Williams  and  Robert  El- 
liot, deceased,  when  contractors  for  supplying  the 
western  army  with  provisions. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  il  further  enacted,  That  on  pay- 
ment into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  of 
such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  shall  have  been 
agreed  upon  between  the  said  Elie  Williams  and 
Ine  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasury,  as  the  price  of  the 
above-mentioned  lot,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  grant  B 

Stent  for  the  same,  to  the  said  Elie  Williams,  hia 
irs  or  assigns. 
Approve^  July  16,  1798. 


and  France,  and  tha  dependencisi  thertHrfl" 
Be  il  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  provision  for  giv- 
ing bond  and  finding  sufficient  surety  or  sureties 
for  vessels  hound  on  foreign  voyages,  as  required 
in  the  second  section  of  the  net,  entitled,  "An  act 
to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  Slates  and  France  and  the  dependencies 
thereof,"  shall  extend  no  further,  than  to  obliga- 
tions to  the  amoanl  of  the  value  of  the  vessels  re- 
spectively, and  to  a  sum  in  addition  thereto  equal 
to  one  third  of  the  value  of  the  car^.  Promded, 
That  in  no  case  the  surety  or  sureties  shall  be  an* 
swerahle  for  more  than  len  thousand  dollars,  any 
thing  in  the  act  above-mentioned  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Approved,  Jidy  16,  1798. 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  HouK  of  Repreten- 
tatieet  of  the  United  State*  of  America,  tn  Cmt- 
great  (utettMed,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  directed  to  cause 
to  he  printed  a  number  of  copies,  not  exceeding 
ten  thousand,  of  the  instructions  to  the  Envoys 
Extraordinary  and  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States.  lo  the  French  Republic,  and  of 
all  the  despatches  hitherto  received  from  them,  and 
which  have  been  communicated  by  the  President 
of  the  United  StAtes  to  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  distributed,  gratis, 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  particularly  in 
such  parts  thereof,  wherein  the  dissemination  of 
information,  through  the  medium  of  newspapers, 
is  the  most  obstructed. 

Approved,  Jane  33, 1796. 
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ACTS  OP  THE  THIRD  SESSION  OF  THE  FIFTH  CONGRESS. 


Ad  Act  for  the  puuiduncn 


1  Crimea  tlMi«m 


Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  Tbkt  if  any  person,  beioz  > 
citizeD  of  the  United  8  tat K,  whether  he  be  actually 
reiideDt,  or  abiding  wilhin  the  Uailed  States,  or 
in  Boy  foreign  couulry,  shall,  withoul  (he  permis- 
aioD  or  authority  of  the  GovernmenI  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  directly  or  indirectly,  commence,  or 
carry  on,  any  verbal  or  written  correspondence  or 
i&tercoiuse  with  any  foreign  GoTeromenl,  or  aay 
officer  or  agent  thereof,  with  an  intent  to  influence 
tke  meatures  or  condncl  of  any  foreign  Govern- 
menC,  or  of  any  <^cer  or  agent  thereof,  in  rela- 
tion to  Hny  disputes  or  controversies  with  the  Uni' 
led  States,  or  defeat  the  measures  of  the  Oovern- 
ment  of  the  Uoited  Slates ;  or  if  any  person,  being 
a  citizen  of,  or  resident  within  the  United  StateE, 
and  not  doly  authorized,  shall  counsel,  advise,  Bid 
or  assist  in  any  such  correspondence,  with  intent, 
u  aforeiaid,  he  or  they  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
a  high  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  before  any 
«ODrt  of  the  United  Stales  having  jurisdiction 
thereof,  shall  be  puniiihed  by  a  fine  not  exceeding 
five  thousand  dollars,  and  by  imprisoDmenl  during 
a  term  not  less  than  six  months,  nor  exceeding 
three  years :  Provided  alvaya,  That  nothing  in 
thit  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  abridge  the 
riglit  of  individual  citizens  of  the  United  States 
to  apply,  by  themselves,  or  their  lawful  agents,  to 
any  foreign  Government,  or  the  agents  thereof,  for 
the  redress  of  any  injuries  in  relation  to  the  persoi 
or  properly  which  such  individuals  may  have  sus 
laioed  from  such  Government,  orany  of  its  agents, 
citizens,  or  subjects. 

Approved,  January  30, 1790. 


An  Act  farther  to  suspend  the 

between  the  United  Stales  and  France,  and  the  de- 

pandendes  IhereoC 

Be  it  enucted,  fc.,  That  from  and  afler  the  third 
day  of  March  next,  no  ship  or  vessel  owned,  hired, 
or  employed,  wholly,  oriDpart,by  any  person  resi- 
dent within  the  United  Sutes,  and  which  shall  de- 
part therefrom,  shall  be  allowed  to  nroce«d  directly, 
or  from  any  intermediate  port  or  place,  to  any  port 
or  place  within  the  territory  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic, or  the  dependencies  thereof,  or  to  any  place  in 
the  West  Indies,  or  elsewhere,  under  the  acknow- 
ledged Government  of  France,  or  shall  be  employ- 
ed in  any  traffic  or  commerce  with  or  forany  per- 
son resident  within  ihe  jurisdiction,  or  under  the 
authority  of  the  French  Republic.  And  if  any 
■hip  or  vessel,  in  any  voyage  thereafter  commen- 
cing, and  before  her  return  within  the  United 
Sutes,  shall  be  voluntarily  carried  or  suffered  to 
proceed  to  any  French  pott  or  place,  as  aforesaid, 
or  shall  be  employed,  as  aforesaid,  contrary  to  the 
ioleot  hereof,  every  such  ship  or  ves«el,  toselher 
with  her  cargo,  shall  be  forfeited ;  and  shall  ac- 
crue, the  one  half  (o  the  use  of  (he  United  States, 


ad  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  any  person  or  per. 
ons,  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  who  will  in- 
orm  and  prosecute  for  the  same ;  and  ihall  be  lia- 
ble to  be  seized,  and  may  be  prosecuted  and  cod- 
demned,  in  any  circuit  or  district  cotirt  of  ths 
United  States,  which  shall  be  holden  within  or 
for  the  district  where  the  seizure  shall  be  made. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  U  Juriher  enacted.  That  from 
.nd  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  clearance  for  a 
foreign  voyage  shall  be  granted  to  any  ship  or 
l,  owneJ,  hired,  or  employed^  wholly  or  in 
by  any  person  resident  within  the  United 
;s,  until  a  bond  shall  he  giveji,  to  the  use  of 
the  United  Slates,  wherein  the  owner  or  employet, 
if  usually  resident  or  present  where  the  cleai«nce 
shall  be  required,  and  otherwise  his  agent  or  fac- 
tor, and  the  master  or  captain  of  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel, for  the  intended  voyage,  shall  be  parties,  in  a 
equal  to  the  value  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  and 
le-third  of  the  value  of  bet  cargo,  and  shall 
find  sufficient  surety  or  sureties  to  the  amount  o( 
one-half  of  the  amount  of  the  principal  sum,  with 
condition  that  the  same  shall  not,  during  tier  in- 
tended voyage,  or  before  her  return  within  the 
UaitedStates,proceedorhecarried,direcllyor  indi- 
recily,  to  any  part  or  place  within  the  territory  of  the 
French  Republic,  or  the  dependencies  thereof,  or 
any  place  in  the  West  Indies,  or  elsewhere,  unda 
the  acknowledgnl  Government  of  France,  uultis 
by  actual  forceand  violence,  to  be  fully  proved  and 
manifested  berate  the  acquittance  of  such  bond, 
and  that  such  vessel  is  not,  and  shall  not  be,  em- 
ployed, duting  her  intended  voyage,  or  before  het 
return,  as  aforesaid,  in  any  traffic  or  commo'ce. 
with  or  for  any  person  resident  within  the  terri- 
tory of  that  Republic,  or  in  any  of  the  dependen- 
cies Ihereor:  Protided,  That  in  no  case  the  sure- 
ty or  sureties  shall  be  answerable  for  more  than 
ten  thousand  dollais. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  Aum 
and  after  the  said  third  day  of  Marcn,  no  Fieaeh 
ship  or  vessel,  armed  or  unarmed,  commisaiooed 
by  or  for,  or  under  the  aulhuiity  of  the  Frmch 
Republic,  or  owned,  fitted,  hired,  or  employed  by 
any  person  resident  within  the  territory  of  thu 
Republic,  or  any  of  the  dependencies  thereof^  ot 
sailing  or  coming  therefrom,  (excepting  as  it 
hereinafter  excepted,)  shall  be  allowed  an  entry, 
or  to  remain  within  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  unless  driven  thiiher  by  distress  of  wea- 
ther or  in  want  of  provisions.  And  if,  contranr 
to  the  intent  hereof,  an^  such  ship  or  vessel  shall 
be  found  within  the  jurisdictional  limits  td  the 
United  States,  not  being  liable  to  seizure  for  any 
other  cause,  Ihe  company  having  chai^  there<^ 
shall  be  required  to  depart  and  carry  amty  t^ 
same,  avoiding  all  unnecessary  delay  ;  end  ifibey 
shall]  notwithstanding,  remain,  It  shall  be  (he  don 
of  the  collector  of  the  district  wherein,  or  aearea 
to  which,  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be,  to  seize  and 
detain  the  same,  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
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Stites:  Pntoided,  Tltit,incaseof  ve«s«t«  hetebf 
protiibii«d,  whicii  shall  be  drifen  by  distren  of 
weather,  or  want  of  prorisions,  into  ftny  porl  or 
pbce  of  the  United  Sttiea,  they  Euay  be  suffered 
to  remain  under  ihe  custody  of  the  collector  there, 
or  neBreal  thereto,  uotil  suitable  repairs  or  sup- 
plies can  be  obtaiued ;  and  as  eooa  as  may  De 
thereafter,  shall  be   required  aud  Mufiered  to  de- 

ert ;  hut  DO  part  of  Ihe  lading  of  such  veisel  shall 
taken  out,  or  disposed  of,  uoless  by  the  special 
Eermit  of  such  collector,  to  defray  the  nuavoida- 
le  eipenie  of  such  repairs  or  suppliei. 
Sbc.  4.  Prouukd,  and  bt  ii  firther  ataeted, 
That,  ai  any  time  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States,if  he  shall  deem  it  expedieaC  and  consist' 
ent  with  the  interests  of  the  Uniced  Slates,  by  his 
order,  to  lernit  and  discootiaue,  for  the  time  be- 
ing, tne  restraints  and  prohibi  tions  aforesaid,  either 
with  respect  to  the  French  Rq)ubltc,  or  to  any 
bland,  port,  or  place  betoaging  to  the  said  Re- 
public, wiihwhichacommercial  intercourse  may 
aafely  be  renewed ;  Bud  also  to  revoke  such  order, 
whenever,  in  his  opinion,  the  interest  of  tiie  Uni- 
ted Sutes  shall  require  ;  and  he  shall  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  proclamation  there- 
of accordingly. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  Ufitrther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  eire  instructions  to  the  commanders  of  the 
public  armed  ships  of  the  United  States,  to  stop 
and  examine  any  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United 
States  on  the  high  sea,  wbich  there  may  be  rea- 
son lo  suspect  to  be  engaged  in  any  traffic  or 
mtrary  to  the  true  tenor  hereof  j  and 
-.._    ,  ..mination,  it   shall  appear  that  such 

ship  or  vessel   is  bound  or  sailing  to  any  port  or 

Slace  within  the  territory  of  the  French  Repub^ 
c  or  her  dependencies,  contrary  to  the  intent  of 
ibis  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commander  of 
such  public  armed  vessel,  to  seize  every  ship  or 
vessel  engaged  in  such  iUioit  commerce,  and  send 
tbesame  to  the  nearest  port  in  the  United  States, 
and  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  thus  bonnd  or  tail- 
Jug  to  any  such  port  or  place,  shall,  upon  due 
proof  thereof,  be  hable  to  the  like  penalties  and 


a  port  or  place,  shall,  upon  due 

firool  thereof,  be  hable  to  the  like  penalties  and 
brfeitures  as  are  provided  in  and  by  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act. 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted.  That  when- 
ever any  ship  or  vessel,  owned  wholly  or  in  part, 
or  employed  by  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  coming  from  any  port  or  place 
within  the  territory  of  the  French  Republic,  oi 
the  dependencies  thereof,  which  has  arrived  with- 
in any  port  or  placeof  the  United  Slates  since  the 
first  day  of  December  last  past,  or  which  shall 
hereafter  arrive,  hath  been,  or  hereafter  shall  be, 
seized  and  detained  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  of 
«D  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  suspend  the  commer- 
cial iDiereourse  betweeti  the  United  States  and 
France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,"  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  persoB  claiming  soch  sfai 
mI,  to  prefer  his  petition  to  the  judge  ol 
irict  in  which  such  seiznTC  shall  be  made,  setting 
forth  the  circnmstances  of  bis  case,  and  to  pray 
that  Ihe  aaoH  ship  or  vessel,  and  her  cargo,  may 


be  restored  ;  and  the  said  judge  shall  thereupon 
inquire,  in  a  summary  manner,  into  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  first  causing  reasonable  notice 
to  be  given  to  the  attorney  of  the  United  Slatea 
ch  district,  and  to  the  collector  of  the  dia- 

?'  whom  such  seizure  or  deieniion  hath  been 
I  be  made,  that  each  may  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  showing  caose  against  the  prayer  ol  stieh 
petition  ;  and  snail  cause  the  facts  which  shall  ap- 
pear upon  such  inquiry,  to  be  stated  and  annexed 
to  the  petition,  and  direct  their  transmission  to  the 
Secretary  of  tne  Treasury  ;  and  if  it  shall  appeal 
to  his  aatisfaciiotk,  that  such  ship  or  vessel  was 
captured  or  driven  into  such  pott  or  place  by  dia- 
tress  of  weather,  or  want  of  provisions,  or  was  un- 
avoidably detained  and  delayed  by  some  embaj'ffo, 
arrest,  capture,  contrary  winds,  or  Other  unavoida- 
ble casualty,  without  any  fault,  wilful  negligeoca, 
or  inlenlioB  to  evade  (be  provisions  of  the  act  be- 
fore mentioned,  or  of  this  act,  in  any  such  claitn- 
ant,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  soall  order  the 
restoration  of  said  vessel  and  cargo  to  such  claioi- 
ant,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  he  mar 
deem  reasonable  and  jusi;  otherwise,  and  in  all 
cases  wherein  such  petition  shall  not  be  presented, 
every  ship  or  vewel  that  has  arrived  since  the  saia 
first  day  of  December  from  any  port  or  place  in 
the  French  Republic,  or  the  dependencies  there' 
of.  or  which  snail  hereafter  arrive  within  any 
port  or  place  of  the  United  Stales,  unless  driven 
by  stress  of  weather  or  want  of  provisions,  shall 
be  liable  to  he  proeecated  and  condemned  in  tte 
same  manner,  and  to  the  same  uses,  as  are  prt^ 
vided  in  and  by  the  first  section  of  this  act ;  and 
like  proceedings  shall  also  be  had,  and  like  forfeit- 
ures incurred,  as  are  herein  provided,  with  respect 
to  vessels  comini  from  France,  and  the  depenaeii> 
cieslhereof,  in  aircaseswhenanyahipor vessel  shall 
arrive  in  any  port  or  place  of  the  United  States, 
from  any  port  or  place  with  which  all  commer- 
cial intercourse  shall  be  prohibited  by  proclanu^ 
tion,  according  to  the  intent  of  this  act. 

Sbo.  7.  PrKtrnded,  and  be  it  further  enacted. 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  extend 
to  any  ship  or  vessel  to  which  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  shall  grant  a  permission  to  entei 
or  to  clear;  which  permission  he  is  hereby  ao- 
ihorized  to  grant  to  vessels  which  shall  be  solely 
employed  in  any  purpose  of  political  or  nationu 
intercourse,  or  to  aid  the  departure  of  any  French 


,  "hall 

have  been  resident  within  the  United  States,  when 
he  may  think  requisite. 

Sic.  B.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  this 
act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  third 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  tbeuiand  eight 
hundred. 

Approved,  February  9, 1799. 


An  Ad  TsaprdiDi  balancea  reported  against  ceitabi 
Blalce,  b;  the  camnuHioners  appointed  to  Mttle  the 
acconnti  between  the  United  Btales  and  Ihe  seTaral 
Blatee. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  if  any  State  againet 

wbich  a  balance  was  reported  by  the  cominia- 
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sioDers  appoinied  to  seitle  thi 
the  United  States  and  the  several  Slates, shall. 
or  hefore  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousaad  eight 
hundred,  by  a  legislative  act  enjrsee  to  pay  iotc 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  Stales,  wilbin  five  years 
after  passing  such  legislative  act,  or  lo  expend, 
within  tlienme  last  mem ioned,  in  ereciiag,  enlarg- 
ing or  completing  any  forlificalioos  for  ihe  defence 
of  the  Uoiled  Slates  at  such  place  or  places,  the 
jurisdiciion  whereof  having  been,  previously  to 
such  expenditure,  ceded  by  such  Slate  lo  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  with  reserrBtion  that  process  civil  and 
CTininal  issuing  under  anihorily  of  such  State, 
may  be  served  and  eiMUted  tbereia,  and  accord- 
ing ID  such  plan  or  plans  as  shall  be  approved  by 
tbePresideot  of  the  Uniied  Stales,  a  sum  in  money, 
or  in  stock  of  the  United  States,  equal  to  the 
balance  reported  as  aforesaid,  against  fuch  Stale, 
or  to  Ihe  sum  assumed  by  the  United  States  in  the 
debt  of  such  State,  such  payment  or  expenditure, 
when  so  made,  shall  be  accepted  by  the  United 
Stales,  as  a  full  discharge  oi  all  demands 
count  of  said  balance;  and  the  President 
United  States  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized 
to  cause  credit  to  be  given  lo  such  State  on  the 
books  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  accord- 
ingly r  Provided  hovieeer,  That  no  more  than 
one-third  part  of  the  whole  payment  or  expendi- 
inre  that  may  be  made  by  any  such  Stale  shall  be 
made  in  three  per  cenl.  slock,  nor  more  than  one- 
third  part  of  tne  remaioing-two  thirds  shall  be 
made  in  deferred  stock;  Aim  provided  olio.  That 
anj  such  State  may  obtain  a  discbarge,  as  afore- 
■Bid,  by  the  payment  or  expenditure  of  a  sum  of 
money,  sufficient  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  purchase,  at  market  price,  the 
different  species  of  stock,  the  payment  or  expendi- 
ture ofwhich  would  be  accepted  as  a  full  disenarge, 
aa  aforesaid. 

Sec.  8.  Provided  aiwavK,  and  be  it  further  en- 
acted, That  if  any  such  State,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
have  expended  since  the  establishment  of  the  pres- 
ent Government  of  tbe  United  States,  any  sum  of 
money  in  fortifying  any  place  since  ceded  by  such 
State  to  the  Uniied  States,  or  which  may  be  so 
ceded,  within  one  year  after  the  passing  of  this 
act,  such  expenditure  having  been  ascertained 
and  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  shall  be  taken  and  alloived  as  part 
of  the  expenditure  intended  by  this  act. 

Approved,  February  15, 1799. 

An  Act  to  autboriza  the  raimbaraement  of  tnoneys  ex- 
pended in  rendering  aid  to  sick  and  deatitute  Amer- 
ican saamen,  in  foreign  countriea. 
Be  U  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
be,  and  hereby  Is,  auiborlzed,  under  the  direction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  to  reimburse 
such  reasonable  advances  of  money,  as  have  been 
made,  or,  during  tbe  present  year,  may  he  made, 
by  the  Consuls  of  the  United  States   in  affording 
relief  to  sick  and  destitute  Ainericaa  seamen,  in 
foreign  countries,  or  in  aiding  them  to  return  to 
their  nomes,  beyond  the  sum  allowed  by  law  for 
that  purpose. 

Approved,  February  19,  IT99. 


An  Act  to  araend  an  act,  entiUed  "  An  act  gtviiig  (Act 
to  the  lawa  of  the  United  Stale*  within  Hw  diMiia 
of  TenniinM." 

.  who  shaU 
of  the  United 
States,  on  the  east  side  of  Cumberland  mouoiain. 
within  the  district  of  Tennessee,  shall  not  he  held 
to  answer  at  ihe  court  at  Nashville,  or  any  other 
place,  on  tbe  west  side  of  said  mounlain,  and  that 
any  person  who  shall  commit  an  offence  against 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  oo  the  west  side  of 
said  mountain,  within  Ihe  said  d  is  trie  I,  shall  noi 
be  held  to  answer,  at  the  court  at  Enoxville,  or  itiy 
other  place  upon  ihe  east  side  of  said  mountaiD; 
but  that  all  persons  who  shall  commit  offences 
against  the  lawH  of  the  Uniied  States  (within  the 
said  district)  shall  be  held  to  answer  io  the  conn 
on  that  side  of  the  said  mountain,  where  such  of- 
fence shall  have  been  committed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  any 
suits  which  shall  he  brought  by  the  United  Statn, 
in  the  district  court  of  Tennessee,  a^aiast  any 
person  residing  on  tbe  east  side  of  said  mountain, 
shall  not  be  returned  to  the  court  at  Nashville,  on 
the  west  side  of  the  said  mountaio,  and  thai  any 
suits  which  shall  be  brought  by  the  United  States. 
against  any  person  residing  upon  the  west  side  of 
said  mountain,  shall  not  be. returned  to  the  coon 
at  Knoxville,  on  the  east  side  ofthe  said  mountain. 
But  thai  all  suits  which  shall  be  brought  by  the 
United  States,  against  any  person  or  persons.  re:iid- 
ing  on  the  respective  sides  of  the  said  mountain, 
shall  be  returned  to  tbe  court,  on  that  side  of  the 
shall  mountain  where  the  defendant  or  defeadantt 
said  reside,  or  be  found  at  tbe  time  of  bringing 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Juriker  quieted.  That  the 
western  foot  of  Cumberland  mountain  shall  be 
the  boundary,  dividing  the  jurisdiction  ofthe  ea^- 
em,  from  the  western  side  of  said  mountain- 

Sec.  4.  And  beit farther  enacted.  That  all  soils 
which  may  be  brought  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  pro- 
ceeded upon  to  final  jude-meut  in  the  court  where- 
in such  suit  or  suits  shall  have  been  origioally  re- 
lumed, and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  for 
the  district  of  Tennessee,  to  keep  two  separate 
dockets,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid — one  lor  the 
court  at  Nashville,  and  one  for  the  court  at  Knox- 
ville :  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be 
soconstroed.as  to  prevent  writsof  execution  issuei 
from  either  of  the  said  courts  being-  executed  ca 
the  person  or  properly  ofthe  defendant  or  def«- 
danis,  iu  any  part  of  tbe  district  of  Tennessee;  in 
>  manner  as  if  this  act  bad  never  beea 

Approved,  February  19, 1799. 


Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  a  mm  not  exceediai 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  be  appropriated  !• 
defray  the  expense  of  such  treaty  or  U«nliei  u 
the  President  of  tbe  Uniied  States  shall  deem  ei' 
pedientto  bold  with  tbe  Indiu*:    /Vwi'det^  oou- 
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inf  in  this  acl  conuined  shall  be  consttued  to  ad- 
mit ao  obli^iion  on  ttie  part  of  the  United  States 
to  exiin^ui^,  for  the  benefit  of  any  Slete  or  iodi' 
Tidual  ciliscen,  Indian  clnima  to  any  lands  lying- 
within  the  limiia  of  the  United  Slates;  and  that 
ihecorapensatioD  to  he  allowed  to  any  of  ibe  Com- 
missioner!! appointed,  or  who  may  be  appointed, 
for  negotiaimg  such  treaty  or  treaties,  sball  not 
exceed,  exclusive  of  irarelliag  expenses,  the  : 
of  ei^ht  dollars  per  day,  during  the  time  of  actual 
sefTice  of  such  Commissioner. 

Sec  2.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  the 
aforesaid  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  it 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

Approved,  February  19,  1799. 

An  Act  Bxing  the  pay  of  the  captsini  and  eomnuind- 
«i«  of  ships  and  Teasels  of  war  of  the  United  States 
Be  it  enacted,  fc,  Tbat  all  the  ves:iels  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  mounting  twenty 
guDS  and  upwards,  be  commanded  by  captains  ; 
those  not  exceeding  eighteen  guns  (except  galleys, 
which  are  to  be  commanded^  as  neretofore  pro- 
vided by  law)  by  masters  or  lieutenants,  accord- 
ing 10  the  size  of  the  vessel,  (o  be  regulated  by 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  pay 
of  captains  commanding  ships  of  thiny-i 

and  iipwardsj  be  one   hundred  dollars  p« , 

and  eight  rations  per  day ;  of  captains  command- 
ing ships  of  twenty  and  under  ihiriy-lwo  guns, 
seventy -five  dollars  per  month,  and  six  rations  per 
day  ;  of  a  master  commaodani,  sixty  dollars  per 
month,  and  five  rations  per  day  ;  and  o{  lieuten- 
ants, who  may  command  the  smaller  vessels,  fifty 
dollars  per  month,  and  four  rations  per  day- 
Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  when- 
ever any  officer,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  employed  in 
the  command  ol  a  squadron,  on  separate  service, 
the  allowance  of  rations  to  such  commanding  of- 
ficer shall  be  doubled  during  the  continuance  of 
SQch  command,  and  no  longer,  except  in  the  case 
of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  navy,  whose  al- 
lowance, while  in  service,  shall  always  be  at  the 
rate  of  sixteen  rations  per  day. 
Approved  February  25, 1799. 

An  Act  making  appropriation*  for  defraying  the  ei- 
panaes  which  may  ariao  in  eanying  into  e&ct  cer- 
tain treatiea  between  the  Unit^  Btatei  and  sereral 
triboi  or  uationa  of  Indians. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fraying ihe  expenses  which  may  arise  in  carrying 
into  elect  the  following  treaties,  viz :  A  treaty 
made  and  concluded  with  the  Creeks,  at  the  city 
of  New  York,  on  the  seventh  day  of  April,  one 
thoiuand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  and  a  further 
treaty  with  the  »aid  Creeks,  made  and  concluded 
at  Coteraio.in  the  Stateof  Georgia,  on  the  twen- 
ty-ninth of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-six :  A  treaty  made  and  concluded  with 
the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Six  Nations,  on 
the  eleventh  of  November,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-four :  An  agreement  made 


and  entered  into  with  the  chiefs  of  the  Chicka- 
saw nation,  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  fifteenth  July, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  to 
pay  to  the  said  nation  goods  to  the  " 


Cherokee  tribe  or  nation,  on  the  second  day  of 
October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight;  and  a  treaty  of  Holston,  mentioned  in  the 
same:  The  money  arising  under  the  revenue 
laws  ot  the  United  Stales,  which  have  been  here- 
tofore passed,  and  not  already  appropriated  to  any 
other  purpose,  that  is  to  say,  so  much  thereof  as 
may  be  necessary,  be,  and  is  hereby,  pledged  and 
appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the  annuities 
stipulated  as  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  to  ihe  said  In- 
dian tribes  or  nations,  and  to  continue  so  pledged 
and  appropriated  so  long  as  the  <aid  treaties  and 
agreement  shall  be  in  force.  And  that  a  further 
sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  out  of  tbe  money 
aforesaid,  be,  and  hereby  is.  appropriated  to  defray 
the  cost  of  transportation,  and  other  contingent 
charges  which  may  arise  from  tbe  payment  of 
said  annuities,  according  to  the  stipulations  made 
and  entered  into  with  tbe  aforesaid  itations,  tribes, 
or  Indians. 
Approved  February  26, 1799. 


An  Act  ncpecting  quarantines  and  health  laws. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  quarantines  and 
other  restraints,  which  shall  be  required  and  es- 
tablished by  the  beatth  laws  of  any  State,  or 
pursuant  thereto,  respecting  any  vesiteis  arriving 
in.  or  bound  to,  any  port  or  district  thereof,  whe- 
ther from  a  foreign  port  or  place,  or  from  anoihei 
district  of  the  Uniied  States,  shall  be  duly  observ- 
ed by  the  collectors,  and  all  Dth«-  ofGcers  of  the 
revenue  of  the  United  Slates,  appointed  and  em- 
ployed for  the  several  collection  districts  of  such 
State,  respectively,  and  by  the  masters  and  crew* 
of  the  several  revenue  cutters,  and  by  the  milita- 


officers  who  shall  command  ii 


iny  fort  or  sta- 


tion upon  the  seacoast;  and  all  such  officers  of 
the  United  States  shall  be.  and  they  hereby  ar^ 
authorized  and  required,  faithfullv  to  aid  in  the 
execution  of  such  quarantines  and  health  laws, 
according  to  their  respective  powers  and  pre- 
cincts, and  as  they  shall  be  directed  from  time  to 
time  by  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  tbe  United 
States.  And  the  said  Secretary  ihall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  author ized.  when  a  conformity  tosueb  quar- 
antines and  health  laws  shall  require  it,  and  in  re- 
spect to  vessels  which  shall  be  subject  thereto,  to 
prolong  the  termslimited  for  the  entry  of  the  same, 
and  thereportorentty  of  iheir  cargoes,  and  to  vary 
or  dispense  with  any  other  regulations  applicable 
to  snch  reports  or  entries:  Pn/vided,  that  noth- 
ing herein  shall  enable  anv  State  to  collect  a  duty 
of^ionnege  or  impost,  witnonc  the  consent  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  thereto  :  Andpn*- 
ide^  that  no  part  of  the  cargo  of  any  vessel 
lall,  in  any  case,  be  taken  out,  or  unladen  ihers- 
from,  otherwise  than  as  by  law  is  allowed,  or  ae> 
cording  to  the  r^ulations  hereinafter  ectablished. 
Sbc.  2.  Andbeitjvriber  enacted^  That  whan, 
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by  the  health  laws  of  any  Stale,  or  by  the  regala- 
tioos  which  shall  be  inade  pursuant  thereto,  any 
Tesiel, arriving  within  a  collection  district  of  such 
Slate,  shall  be  prohibited  frore  coining  to  the  port 
of  entry  or  delirery  by  law  established  for  such 
dittrict,  and  ii  ihdl  be  required  or  peimitled  by 
such  health  laws,  tfaa.t  ibe  cargo  of  aach  vessel 
ahall  or  may  be  unladen  at  some  other  place  with- 
in oi  neai  to  sucli  district,  the  collector  author- 
ized therein,  after  due  report  to  him  of  the  whole 
of  such  cargo,  may  ^rant  his  special  warrant  or 
permit  for  tlie  unlading  and  discharge  thereof, 
undei  the  care  of  the  surveyor,  or  of  one  or  more 
inspectois,  at  some  other  place  where  such  health 
laws  shall  permit,  and  upon  the  conditions  and  re- 
strictions which  shall  be  directed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  or  which  such  collector 
may,  for  the  lime,  reasonably  judge  expedient  for 
the  security  of  the  public  revenue:  Promded, 
That  in  every  such  case,  all  the  articles  of  the 
cargo  so  to  be  unladen  shall  be  deposited  at  the  risk 
of  uie  parties  concerned  therein,  m  such  public,  or 
other  warehouses  or  inclosures,  as  ihe  collector 
ahmll  designate,  there  to  remain  under  the  joint 
custody  ol  such  collector,  and  of  the  owner  or 
owners,  or  master,  or  other  peison  having  charge 
of  such  vessel,  until  the  Mme  shall  be  entirely  un- 
laden or  discharged ;  and  until  the  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  which  shall  be  so  deposited,  mav 
be  safety  removed,  without  contravening  such 
health  laws;  and  when  such  removal  may  be  al- 
lowed, the  collector  having  charge  of  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  may  grant  permits  to  the 
respective  owners  or  consignees,  their  factors  ot 
B^nrs,  to  receive  all  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, which  shall  be  entered,  and  whereof  the  du- 
ties accruing  shall  be  paid  or  secured,  according 
to  law,  upon  the  payment  by  ifaem  of  a  reason- 
aUe  rale  of  storage ;  which  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  ail  puhli 
houses  and  incloanres. 

Sec.  a  AMd  be  it  further  etiaded,  That  there 
shall  be  purchased  or  erected,  under  the  orders  of 
the  PresideDt  of  the  United  States,  suitable  ware- 
houses, with  wharves  and  inclosures,  where  goods 
and  merchandise  may  be  unladen  and  deposited, 
from  any  vessel  which  shall  be  subjecl  to  a  quar- 
^tine,  or  other  restraint,  pursuant  to  the  health 
laws  of  any  Slate  as  aforesaid,  at  such  convenient 
place  or  pUces  therein,  as  the  safety  of  the  public 
revenue,  and  the  observance  of  such  health  laws 
may  require. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  itfiaiher  enacted,  That  when, 
^  the  pFevalence  of  any  contagious  or  epidemi- 
cal disease,  in  or  near  the  place  ov  law  establish- 
ed, as  the  port  of  entry  for  any  collection  district, 
it  shall  become  dauKerous  or  inconvenient  for  ihe 
collector  and  the  other  officers  of  the  revenue  em- 
{doyed  therein,  to  continue  the  discharge  of  their 
respeclive  offices 'at  such  port,  the  Secretary,  or, 
in  his  absence,  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
of  Ihe  United  States,  may  direct  and  authorize 
the  lemoval  of  the  collector,  and  the  other  offi- 
cers employed  in  his  department,  from  socb  port, 
to  any  ether  more  convenient  place,  within,  or  as 
neat  a«  may  be,  to  a«ch  coUectioii  diitrict,  where 
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such  collector  and  officers  may  eiercise  ibesaiK 
authorities,  and  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  doliM. 
according  to  eiisling  circumstances,  as  in  lucli 
lawful  port  or  disirict ;  and  ol  such  removsl,  pub- 
lic notice  shall  be  ^vea  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  tlfiirtber  enacted.  ThaiinliiD 
be  lawful  for  the  judge  of  any  district  conn  of 
the  United  Slates,  within  whose  district  an;  con- 
tagious or  epidemical  disease  shall  at  an;  lime 
prevail,  so  as,  in  his  opinion,  to  endanger  tht  lift 
of  aUy  person  or  persons  cooDoed  in  ilu 
if  such  district,  in  pursuance  of  but  Iiw 
of  the  United  Slates,  to  direct  the  marshal  U 
lause  the  person  or  persons  confined  as  aforesiid. 
o  be  removed  to  the  next  adjacent  prisOD  wbtn 
luch  disease  does  not  prevail,  there  to  beconfiBtd 
until  be.  she,  or  they  may  safely  be  removed  back 

the  place  of  their  first  confinemeni ;  wbicta  I^ 
movals  shall  be  at  the  expense  of  tbe  Unittd 
States. 

Sec.  6.  Aiid  be  Ufurther  enacted.  That,  in  cast 
of  the  prevalence  ofa  contagious  or  epidrmical  dis- 
ease at  the  seat  of  Gorernmeot,  it  shall  be  UwM 
for  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  lo  peruii 
and  direct  the  removal  of  any  or  all  ihe  public  of 
Sees  to  such  oiher  place  or  places,  as,  io  hii  dfi- 
creiion,  shall  be  deemed  most  safe  and  coarcLJol 
for  conducline  the  public  business. 

Sec.  7.  j4n3  be  itfiirtheT  enacted.  Thai,  wbn- 
ever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  chief  justice,  or  ii 
case  of  his  dealli.  or  inabihty  of  the  senior  is* 
ciate  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uiiid 
States,  a  contazious  sickness  shall  render  ii  bu- 
ardous  to  hold  the  next  stated  session  of  liisai^ 
court  at  the  seat  of  Qovernment,  it  shall  beliicfol 
for  the  chief  or  such  associate  justice,  to  issue  bii 
order  lo  the  marshal  of  tbe  disirict  within  wliict 
ihe  Supreme  Court  is  by  law  lo  be  holden, dirwi- 
ing  him  to  adjourn  the  said  session  of  ilie  aid 
court  to  such  other  place  within  the  same,  oc  K 
adjoining  district,  as  he  may  deem  CDDveniai: 
and  the  said  marshal  shall  thereupon  adjonm  ibt 

id  court,  by  making  publication  thereof  in  m 

more  public  papers  printed  at  the  place  bj  hw 

appointed  for  holding  the  same,  from  tbe  list  ^ 

shall  receive  such  order,  until  the  time  by  liv|R- 

Dr  commencing  the  said  session.  Ad^'k 

district  judges  shall,  respectively,  under  the  stW 

"ances,  have  tbe  same  power,  b);  tht  an' 

□  direct  adjoarnments  of  the  distiiei  ui 

circuit  courts  wilnin  their  several  disiricu,^ 

some  convenient  place  within  the  same,  mpH^ 

Sec.  e.  And  be  itfiiriher  enacted,  ThatlbticL 
entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  qaaraniiDe,"  pc^ 
in  the  first  session  of  the  fourth  Congress  of  lb 
United  Slates,  shall  he,  and  ihe  same  is  htr^ 
repealed. 

Approved,  February  25, 1799. 


An  Act  fat  the  augnantatiou  (tf  tha  Nuj- 

Be  ii  enacted,  fc.  That,  under  the  orders  ofA 

President  of  the  United  Stales,  and  in  additiogi' 

tbe  naval  armament  already  authorized  b^hf 

there  shall  be  built  within  the  United  Stiia  ■■ 
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to  cirry,  aod  which  s 
I   ihin  aeveuiy-four  ^ud: 


■hipa-of-war,  ol  a 

be  aimed  wiih  dc  ,  a  -  • 

each ;  and  there  sball  be  built  or  purchased  within 
the  United  States,  six  sloops-of-wBr,  of  a  size  to 
carry,  and  which  shall  be  armed  with,  eighteen 
runs,  each,  or  not  exceeding  that  force  ;  all  wbieh 
«iip«  and  vessels  shall  be  procured,  manned,  and 
emptoyed,  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  the  service  of 
the  United  States :  And.  m  part  of  the  necessary 
expeoditares  to  be  incurred  herein,  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding one  million  of  dollars,  shall  be,  and  is  here- 
by, appropriated,  and  shall  be  ^id  out  of  any 
moneys  which  snail  be  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
Uoiied  Slates,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fuHiur  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  augmeal,  at  his  discretion, 
the  force  of  any  ship  or  vesielj  now  in  the  ser- 
rice,  or  building  for  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  by  allowing  an  additional  number  of  guns 
and  men  therein,  beyond  the  established  rate,  and 
according  to  the  respective  size  and  capacity  of 
such  ship  or  vessel :  And  a  sam  not  exceeding 
thirty-fire  thousand  dollars  shall  be,  and  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  to  defray  the  expense  of  such  aug- 
mentation, and  stall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
which  'shall  be  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Slates,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  fitrthtr  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  place  on  the  naval  establish- 
ment, and  employ  accordingly,  all  or  any  of  t^e 
vesseU,  which,  as  rereoue  cutlers,  have  been  in- 
creased in  force,  and  employed  in  the  defence  of 
the  seaeoast.  pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
proridtDg  a  naval  armament ;  and,  thereupon,  the 
officers  and  crews  of  such  vessels  may  be  allowed, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  pay,  subsiTtence.  advantages,  and 


cipline  which  are,  or  which  shall  be,  establinhed, 
for  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates. 
Approved,  February  23, 1799. 


An  Act  antbotiiing  th«  eatabliriunttit  of  docks. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  Thai  two  docks,  for  the  coo- 
renience  of  repairing  the  public  ships  and  vessels, 
be  erected  insniteble  places,  under  tne  direction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  that  ihf 
sum  of  Sfty  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  to- 
wards effecting  this  object,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
Otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  FeOmary  85, 1799. 

An  Act  anthotiiiDg  the  parcbaie  of  timber  for  naval 

Be  it  enacted,  *e.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  autboriz- 
fd  to  direct  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
thotisand  dollar?,  to  be  paid  i>ot  ofany  monej 
tbe  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  t 
laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  growing  or  other 


her,  or  of  lands  on  which  timber  is  growing,  suita- 
ble for  the  Navy,  and  to  cause  proper  measures  to 
be  taken  to  have  the  same  preserved  for  the  future 

les  of  the  Navy. 

Approved,  February  25,  1799. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  staliip  duties  imposed  npon  foreign 
tolls  of  ezchangs  and  bills  of  Uuing,  b;  an  act,  on- 
titled  "  An  act  laying  duties  on  itamped  vellum, 
parchment,  and  paper ;"  and  iiiither  to  amend  tbe 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That,  from  and  after  the 
thirty  first  day  of  Match  next,  the  duties  imposed 
by  an  act,enutle(j  "An  act  laying  duties  on  stamp- 
ed vellum,  parchment,  and  paper,"  upon  foreign 
Inlls  of  exchange  and  bills  of  lading,  shall  cease 
and  determine ;  and  from  and  after  the  said  thirty- 
first  day  of  March  next,  there  shall  be  levied  and 
paid  throughout  the  United  States,  the  several 
stamp  duties  following,  to  wit :  On  every  skin  01 
piece  of  vellum,  or  paichmeni,  or  sheet  or  piecaof 
paper,  on  which  shall  be  written  or  printed  any  (V 
either  of  the  instruraents  following,  to  wit :  Any 
foreign  bill  of  exchange,  draught,  or  order,  for  the 
payment  of  money  in  any  foreign  country,  twenty 
cents;  any  note  or  bill  of  lading,  or  writing,  or  re- 
ceipt, in  tne  nature  thereof,  for  any  goods  or  mer- 
chandise  to  be  exported,  if  from  one  district  lo  an- 
other district  of  the  United  Statea,  not  being  in 
the  same  Stale,  four  cents ;  if  to  be  exported  to  any 
foreign  port  or  place,  ten  cents;  any  policy  of  as- 
surance, or  instrument  in  nature  thereof,  oibet 
than  those  specified  in  the  above  recited  act,  when 
the  sum  for  which  insurance  is  made  shall  not 
exceed  fire  hundred  dollars,  twenty-five  cents;  and 
when  the  4um  insured  shall  exceed  five  hutdred 
dollars,  one  dollar.  And  the  said  duties  shall  be 
chargeable  upon  each  and  every  bill  of  exchange 
and  bill  of  lading,  without  respect  to  the  number 
contained  in  a  seL 

Sec.  2.  Avd  be  U  Jkrtker  ena^Oed,  That,  from 
and  after  the  said  thirty-first  day  of  lOarch,  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  any  supervisor,  or  other  person 
employed  for  the  stamping  of  vellum,  parchment, 
or  paper,  to  stamp  any  foreign  bill  ot  exchange, 
draught,  or  order,  for  the  payment  of  money  in 
any  foreign  country,  after  the  same  shall  be  writ- 
ten or  drawn.  And,  if  any  jperson  m  persons, 
from  or  after  the  said  thiriy-brst  day  of  March, 
-'■-"  presume  to  i     "  "    ' 

en  or  drawn,  a 

order,  or  any  duplic: 
fore  the  vellum,  parehmeDt,  or  paper,  on  which  the 
same  shall  be  drawn,  shall  be  auly  stamped,  or 
shall  sell,  loan,  endorse,  or  remit  any  such  foreign 
bill,  draught,  or  order,  unless  every  duplicate,  trip- 
licate, and  other  bill  of  the  same  tenor  and  date, 
which  shall  be  drawn,  or  intended  to  be  drawn, 
shall  be  first  duly  stamped;  then,  and  in  every 
such  case,  the  person  or  persons  so  ofiending,  shall, 
for  each  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  dollars,  according  to  the  na- 
ture and  aggravation  of  the  offence. 

Sac.  3.  Aitd  be  itfiaiher  enacted.  That  if  aay 
peraon  or  persons,  at  any  limeafler  thsaudthiTty- 
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first  day  of  Marcb  aexl,  shall  koowiogly  and 
frauduleDily  write  or  engross,  or  cause  to  be  writ- 
ten or  engrossed,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  any 
bond,  bill,  instrument,  or  other  writing  vrbatioever, 
in  respect  whereof  any  duty  i>  payable  by  the  acts 
of  Congress,  or  any  of  theto,  od  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  any  piece  of  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper, 
wbereOD  there  shall  have  been  before  written  any 
other  bond,  bill,  instrumeat,  or  other  writing,  in 
respect  whereof  any  duly  was  pavable  by  the  said 
■CtB,  or  either  of  them,  before  sucn  helium,  parch- 
ment, or  paper,  shall  hare  been  again  marked  or 
stamped,  according  to  the  said  acts;  or  shall 
fraudulenily  erase  or  scrape  out,  or  cause  to  be 
eraaed  or  scraped  out,  the  name  or  names  of  any 
person  or  persons,  or  aay  sum,  date,  or  other 
thin^  written  in  such  bond,  hill,  insirument,  or 
writing,  or  fraudulently  cut,  tear.  orgetofC  any 
mark  or  stamp  from  any  piece  of  vellum,  parch- 
ment, or  paper,  or  part  thereof,  wiih  intent  to  use 
such  stamp  or  mark  for  any  writing  or  thing,  in 
respect  whereof  any  duty  shall  be  payable  by  vir- 
tue of  the  said  acts,  or  either  of  them,  that  then, 
so  often,  and  in  every  such  ease,  every  person, 
so  offending,  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  and  casts  of  suit. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
writings,  mailers,  and  thin^,  in  respect  wheieof 
way  of  the  said  duties  shall  be  payable,  and  which 
■ball  be  engrossed  or  written,  after  the  said  thirty- 
first  day  of  Marcb  next,  shall  be  written  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  stamps  or  marks  which  shall,  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  acts,  or  any  of  ihem.  be 
placed  on  the  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  where- 
upon the  same  shall  be  wtitten  or  engrossed,  with 
intent  fraudulently  to  evade  ihe  dniies  imposed  by 
the  kaid  acts,  or  any  of  them,  the  perMin  who 
shall  write  or  engross,  or  cause  lo  be  wtitten  or 
engrossed  any  such  writing,  matter,  or  thias,  con- 
trary to  the  tenor  and  true  meaning  hereoff  shall, 
for  everv  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  full  costs  of  suit. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  JuHher  enacUd^  That  the 
duties  imposed  by  this  act  shall  be  levied  and  col- 
lected in  the  same  manner,  and  by  the  same  per- 
■ons,  and  under  the  same  rt^lalions,  fines,  penal- 
ties, and  forfeimres,  which  are  provided  in  and  by 
the  acts  of  CoDgress  now  in  force,  respecting  the 
duties  on  stamped  vellum^  parchment,  and  paper. 
And  the  said  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  sball 


be  sued  for  and   recovered,  i 


the  s 


and  to  ihe  same  uses,  as  are  provided  in  the  said 
acts. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  JuHher  enacted,  That  no  da- 
lles shall  be  levied  or  collected  upon  any  bonds 
required  in  any  case  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
Stales,  or  of  any  State,  upon  Legal  process,  or  in 
any  judicial  proceeding,  or  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  any  trust  or  duty ;  anything  in  liie 
above  recited  act  to  the  contrary  notwithsianding. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  U/itrther  enacted.  That  the  sa- 

Servisors  shall  be  severally  allowed  upon  all  stamp 
Uliea,  and  upon  all  fines  accruing  thereupon, 
which  shall  lie  collected  and  accounted  for  by 
them,  respectively,  the  commissions  following,  to 
wit;  Upon  all  duties  collected  from  persons  oilier 


than  officers  of  the  revenue,  and  upon  all  fines,  a 
commission  of  four  per  centum;  upon  all  duties  ' 
received  from  officers  of  the  revenue,  oc  which 
are  collected  and  duty  accounted  for  by  the  said 
officers,  a  commission  of  one  per  centum ;  and 
ihal  the  inspectors  of  surveys,  not  being  also  su- 
pervisors, shall,  severallv,  be  allowed  upon  all 
stamp  duties,  and  upon  all  fines  accruing  tnereup- 
00,  which  sball  be  collected  and  accounted  for  by 
them,  respectively,  a  commisaioD  of  one  and  an 
half  per  centum.  And  the  allowances  aforesaid 
shall  extend  to  the  duties  and  fines  which  have 
been  heretofore,  or  may  be  hereafter,  collected  and 
accounted  for,  in  manner  aforesaid,  in  pursuance 
of  tfaeact,  entitled  "An  act  laying  duties  upon 
stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper,"  as  well 
as  to  all  duties  and  fines  authorized  by  this  acL 
Approved,  February  38, 1799. 

An  Act  concaitiing  French  dliiens  that  have  been,  or 
may  be,  captured  and  brought  into  the  United  States. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  hk,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
eicbauge  or  send  away  from  the  United  States  tn 
the  dominions  of  France,  as  he  mav  deem  proper 
and  expedient,  all  French  citizens  tbat  have  been, 
or  may  be,  captured  and  brought  into  the  United 
Stales,  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
:_  _ij'.'__  ._   .1..    _..    effectually  to  pro- 


i  of  the    United 


tec I  the 
States." 
■  Approved,  February  28,  1799. 


An  Act  for  providing  compensatian  for  the  manhnli, 
clcriLS,  attorneys,  jnrors,  and  witnesMa,  in  the  cmut* 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  certain  parts  of 
the  acta  therein  mentioned,  ind  for  other  parpMe^ 
Be  it  enacted,  ^,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  the  compensation  to  the  seve- 
ral officers  hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit ;  10  the  marshals  of  the  several  dis- 
tricts of  the  United  States,  for  the  service  of  any 
wrii,  warrant,  aiiachmeot,  or  process,  issuing  out 
□f  any  courts  of  the  United  States,  two  doUnrs; 
and  in  case  there  be  more  than  one  person  named 
in  the  said  writ,  warrant,  attachment,  or  process. 
then,  two  dollars  for  eacn  person  so  named ;  for 
histtavelout  in  serving  each  writ,  warraaij  attach- 
ment, or  process,  aforesaid,  five  cents  per  mile,  lo  be 
computed  from  the  place  of  service,  to  the  court 
where  the  writ  or  process  shall  be  returned ;  and  if 
more  persons  than  oneare  named  therein,  the  travel 
shall  be  eorapuied  from  the  court  to  the  place  of 
service  which  sheill  be  the  most  remote,  ad^ng 
thereto  ibe  eilra  travel  which  shall  be  t]eces<«ry 
to  serve  it  on  the  other ;  for  each  bail  band,  fii^y 
cents ;  for  actually  summoning  witnesses  or  ap- 
praisers, each  fifty  cents;  for  every  commitment 
or  discbar^  of  a  prisoner,  fifty  cenla;  for  every 
proclamation  in  the  Admiralty,  thirty  cents;  for 
sales  of  vessels,  or  other  property,  and  for  i^ 
ceiving  and  paying  the  money,  for  anr  sum  ander 
five  hundred  dollars,  two  and  one  half  per  c«nt.i 
for  any  larger  sum,  one  and  one  quarter  per  eeot 
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upon  ili«  excess ;  for  summoning  eaehgntDd  and 
oiikei  JDrv,  four  duliars:  Pnmukd,  ThU  in  no 
cue  shall  (he  fepF  for  summoiiiDg  juron,  10  any 
□D«  courl,  exceed  fifly  doJUrs ;  aod  ia  ibose  Stales 
where  jurora,  by  ihe  lawH  of  the  Stale,  are  drawn 
bf  constables,  or  other  officeiB  of  corporate  towns 
or  places,  by  lot,  the  marshal  shall  receive,  for  the 
use  of  the  officers  employed  in  summoning  the 
jarors  and  returning  the  TEoire^  the  sum  of  two 
dollars,  and  for  bis  awn  troable  in  distributing  the 
reaire,  the  sum  of  two  dollars ;  for  attending  the 
supreme  or  circuit  conrt,  fire  dollars  per  day ;  and 
for  attending  the  district  court,  where  such  court 
has  the  powers  and  cc^aizance  of  a  circuit  court, 
Gre  dollaiB  ht  day  ;  and  for  atleoding  the  district 
courts  in  other  cases,  foar  dollars  per  day,  and  at 
the  rate  of  ten  cents  per  mile,  for  nis  trarel  from 
the  place  of  his  abode  to  either  of  the  said  courts  ; 
for  all  other  services,  not  herein  enumerated,  ex- 
cept as  shall  be  hereafter  provided,  such  fees  and 
eompeo cations  as  are  allowed  in  the  supreme  court 
of  the  Stale  where  such  services  are  rendered: 
And  the  annual  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  as  a 
full  compensation  for  all  eUra  services,  shall  be 
allowed  to  each  marshal  for  the  districts  of  Ten- 
De&see,  Keatucky,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  and 

Sec.  3.  And  be  UJurther  enaeUd,  That  when  a 
deputy  marshal,  who  shall  be  duly  appointed  by 
the  marshal  of  any  district,  shall  reaide  and  be 
more  than  twenty  miles  from  the  place  where  the 
district  Judge  of  such  district  shall  reside  and 
be,  the  oath  of  office  required  of  such  deputy, 
before 'he  enters  on  the  discharge  thereof,  may 
be  administered  and  taken  by  and  before  any  judge 
or  justice  of  any  State  court  wilhiu  the  same  dis- 
trict, or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  having 
authority  therein,  and  beinr  certified  by  him,  to 
the  said  district  judge,  shall  be  an  effectual  as  if 
administered  or  taken  before  such  district  judge. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tbe 
^ompeDsaiioD  to  the  clerk  of  tbe  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit : 
for  his  attendance  in  court,  ten  dollars  per  day, 
lod  for  bis  other  services,  double  the  fees  of  the 
:lerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  in  whictt 
he  Supreme  Court  of  tbe  United  Slates  shall 
>e  holden.  To  the  clerks  of  circuit  and  dis- 
rict  courts,  in  each  State  respectively,  the  same 
ees  as  are  allowed  iu  the  supreme  court  of  tbe 
aid  State,  with  an  addition  thereto  of  one-third 
if  said  fees,  and  lire  dollars  per  day  for  his  atlend- 
.oce  at  any  circuit  or  district  court,  and  at  the 
ate  of  ten  cents  per  mile  for  his  travel  from  the 
ilace  of  his  abode  to  either  of  said  courts ;  and  in 
ase  a  clerk  of  a  court  of  the  United  States 
•erform  any  duty  which  is  not  performed  hv  the 
ierks  of  the  State,  and  for  which  the  laws  of  the 
Itate  mak«  no  provision,  tbe  court  in  which  such 
ervice  shall  be  performed  shall  make  a  reason- 
ble  compensation  therefor.  And  in  all  cases  of 
dmiralty  jurisdiction,  the  clerk  of  the  district 
ourt  shall  be  allowed  tbe  same  fees  as  are  pre- 
:ribed  by  the  second  section  of  an  act,  passed  the 
rst  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
ad  ninety  three,  entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain 
5th  Cob.— 181 


the  fees  in  admiraltv  proceedings  in  the  district 
courts  of  the  Uniieil  States,  and  for  other  pur- 

Sec.  4.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the 
compensation  to  the  attorneys  of  the  respective 
districts  of  the  United  Slates  shall  b«  as  follows, 
to  wit:  for  each  day  which  any  such  attorney 
shall  necessarily  attend  on  business  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  session  of  any  district  or  oircnil 
court,  five  ddlors;  for  travelling  from  the  place 
of  bts%bode  to  such  court,  ten  cents  per  mile  ;  and. 
such  fees,  in  each  State,  reupectively,  as  are  al- 
lowed in  the  supreme  court  thereof;  and  in  the 
district  courts,  his  stated  fees,  in  tbe  cases  herein- 
mentioned,  slull  be  as  follows,  to  wit:  for  draw- 
ing inierroRatories,  five  dollars;  for  drawing  and 
e:Lhibitine  libel,  claim,  or  answer,  six  dollars ;  und 
for  all  other  services  in  any  one  cause,  six  dollars. 
And  the  annual  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  at  & 
full  connpensatioD  for  all  extra  services,  shall  be 
allowed  and  paid  by  the  United  States,  to  each 
district  attorney  for  the  districts  of  Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont, Rhode  Island,  Conneetica^ 
New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Virginia,  North  Carolifla, 
Georgia,  Kentucky,  and  Tenneasee. 

Sec.  5.  Ami  be  it  further  enacted.  That  for  all. 
services  in  criminal  cases  performed  by  the  attor- 
ney for  the  district  of  Virginia,  and  for  which  no 
fees  are  allowed  by  law  for  similar  services  in  the 
courts  of  that  State,  he  shall  be  allowed  such  sum 
or  sums  as  the  court  in  which  the  tame  is  render- 
ed shall  consider  a  reasonable  compensation  thera- 
for, 

Sec.  6.  And  be  U  fiirther  enacted.  That  the 
compensation  to  jurors  and  witnesseG,io  the  courts 
of  tbe  United  Sutes,  shaU  be  as  follows,  to  wit : 
to  each  grand  and  other  juror,  for  each  day  he 
shall  attend  in  court,  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents;  and  for  travelling,  at  the  rale  of  five  csnts 
per  mile,  from  their  respective  places  of  abode  to 
the  place  where  the  court  is  holden,  and  the  like 
allowance  foi  returning;  to  the  wit □  esses  sum- 
moued  in  any  conn  of  tbe  United  States,  the 
same  allowance  as  is  above  provided  for  jurors. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
respective  courts  of  the  United  Stales  shall  a[H 
point  cryers  for  their  courts,  to  be  allowed  the 
sum  of  two  dollars  per  day ;  and  that  the  marshala 
be,  and  they  are  hereby, authorized  to  appoint  such 
a  number  of  persons,  not  exceeding  three,  as  the 
judges  of  their  respective  courts  snail  determioe, 
to  attend  upon  the  grand  and  other  jurors,  and  for 
other  necessary  purposes,  who  shall  be  allowed 
for  their  services  the  sum  of  two  dollars  per  day, 
to  b  ■  paid  by,  and  included  in  the  accounts  of,  the 
marshal,  out  of  any  money  of  the  United  States 
in  his  bands. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
informer  on  a  penal  statute,  and  to  whom  the 
penalty,  or  any  part  thereof,  If  recovered,  is  di- 
rected to  accrue,  shall  discontinue  his  suit  or  pro- 
secution, or  shall  be  nonsuited  in  the  same,  or  if, 
upon  trial,  judgment  shall  be  reftdered  in  favor  ei 
ihe  defendent.  unless  tbe  informer  be  an  tj&^tt 
of  the  Unitea  States,  he  shall  be  alone  liable  to 
the  clerks,  marshals^  and  attorneys,  for  the  feet  of 
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Mich  proEFCUiion ;  but  if  sucb  iaformer  be  an  offi- 
cer, whose  duly  ii  is  to  commeoce  such  prosecu- 
tion, Bad  ihe  court  shall  certify  there  was  reasoo- 
Bble  ground  for  the  same,  then  the  Ualled  States 
■hall  oe  responsible  for  such  fees. 

8eo.  9.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the 
third  section  of  an  act,  passed  on  the  eighth  day 
of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninetjr- 
two,  entitled  "  An  act  for  regulating  process  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  Stales,  and  tor  providing 
compensations  for  the  officers  of  said  courrf,  and 
for  jurors  and  witnesses  ;''  and  the  second  sec- 
tion of  an  act,  passed  on  the  first  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six,  entitled 
"An  act  making  an  appropriation  to  satisfy  cer- 
tain demands  attending  the  lale  insurrection,  and 
to  increase  the  compensations  to  jurors  and  wit- 
nesses in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,"  be,  and 
ther  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  February  28,  1799. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  act,  sntillsd  "  An  act  to  provide 

for  the  valnation  of  lands  and  dwelling-honeea,  and 

the  enomeration  of  ilavta,  within  the  United  State*." 

.    Be  it  enacted,  fc..  That  so  much  of  the  act, 

entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  valuation  of 


ppointed  10  be  holden  at  Rutland  in  !«id  district 
in  the  first  Monday  of  May.  annually,  shall  hen- 
after  be  holden  at  Rutland  in  said  diairici  on  the 
second  Monday  of  May.  annually. 

Sec.  2.  Atvt  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  pn>- 
ss  which  shall  have  been  issued,  and  ell  re- 
cognizances returnable  and  all  suits  and  other  pro- 
ceedings which  hare  been  eontiuned  to  the  said 
district  court  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  neit, 
shall  be  returned  and  held  continued  to  the  said 
court  on  the  second  Monday  of  May  next. 
Approved,  February  28,  1799. 

Ad  Act  to  regulate  the  coUectian  of  dntiea  on  imponi 


lands  and  dwelling- houses,  and  the 

of  slaves,  within  the  United  States,"  as  requires 

that  the  list*  to  be  delivered  in  pursuance  of 

the  ninth  section  thereof,  shall  specify,  in  respect 

to  dwelling-houses,  "  the  number  and  dimr 

of  their  windows,"  shall  be,  and   hereby 

pealed. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  ii  further  ewjeled,  That  the 
commissioners  under  the  said  act,  for  each  State 
.respectively,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized 
to  extend  the  time  thereby  allowed  for  receiving 


_o  allowed  for  reiurning  lists  by  the  assisl- 

ant  assessors  in  all  cases  whiire  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  deem  such  an  extension  necessary, 
and  for  such  time  as  ihey  shall  th in b  expedient, 
and  thai  so  much  of  the  twentieth  section  of  the 
abovementioned  act,  as  requires  all  appeals  tc 
made  in  writing,  he,  and  it  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Bec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  and  empowered,  under  the  direction 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  augment, 
in  cases  where  he  may  find  it  necessary,  the  i 
pensations  fixed  for  principal  and  assistant  as 
ors,  by  said  act,  so,  however,  as  that  no  principal 
or  assistant  assessor  shall,  in  any  case,  receive 
more  than  two  dollars  per  day,  which  additional 
eompensations  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules 
of  settlement  as  are  established  by  the  aforesaid 
act,  respecting  the  compensations  therein  fixed  for 
principal  and  assistant  assessors. 

Approved,  February  88, 1799. 


Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  session  of  the  di: 
trict  court  for  the  district  of  Vermont,  by  Uw 


Be  it  enacted  fe..  That  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire shall  be  one  aistrict,  to  be  called  the  district 
of  Portsmouth,  of  which  the  town  of  Portsmouth 
shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry,  and  the  towns  of 
New  Castle,  Dover,  and  Exeter,  pons  of  delivery 
only ;  but  all  ships  or  vessels,  bound  to  or  from 
either  of  the  said  ports  of  delivery,  shall  first  come 
to,  enter,  and  clear  at  Portsmouth  j  and  a  collector, 
naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  for  the  said  district! 
shall  be  appointed,  co  reside  at  Portsmouth ;  and 
the  authorityofthe  officers  of  the  said  district  shall 
for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  extend  to  the  norih- 
ern  boundary  line  of  the  said  Stale  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, adjoining  to  the  British  colony  of  Lower 
Canada. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Th»t  in  the 
State  o(  Massachuselts  ihere  shall  be  twe'Diy-iwo 
districts  and  ports  of  entry,  to  wit:  Ncwburyport, 
Ipswich,  Glouce.-iier,  Salem,  and  Beverly,  as  one; 
Marblehead,  Boston,  and  Charlestown,  as  aae; 
Plymouth,  Barnstable.  Nantucket,  Edgartows. 
New  Bedford,  Digh ton.  York,  Biddeford,  and  Pep- 
perelbotough,  as  one;  Portland  and  Faln)oulti,u 
one;  Bath.  Wiscasset,  Penobscot,  Frenchman t 
Bay,  Madiias,  Passamaquoddy.  and  Waldi^bo- 
ro^h. 

To  the  district  of  Newbury  port  shall  be  annexed 
the  several  towns,  or  landing  places,  of  AmesbuiT. 
Salisbury,  Haverhill,  and  Newbury,  which  shall 
be  ports  of  delivery  only;  and  a  collector,  nant 
officer,  and  surveyor,  for  the  district,  aball  be  ap- 
pointed to  reside  at  Newbury pori 

To  the  district  ofGloucealer  shall  be  annexed  tbt 
town  of  Manchester,  as  a  port  of  delivery  oolri 
and  a  collector  and  surveyor  shall  be  appointed  I'oc 
the  district,  to  reside  at  Qloucesier. 

To  the  district  of  Salem  and  BeverW  shall  be 
annexed  the  town  or  landing  place  of'^Danvers. 
as  a  port  of  delivery  only;  and  a  collector,  naval 
oSicer,  and  surveyor,  for  the  district,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, to  reside  at  Salem,  and  a  sarreyor  lo  re- 
side at  the  town  of  Beverly. 

To  the  district  of  Marblehead  shall  be  annexed 
the  town  of  Lynn,  as  a  port  of  delivery  only ;  aaj 
a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  appointed. : 
reside  at  Marblehead. 

To  the  district  of  Boston  and  CharlestowD  shii. 
be  annexed  the  towns  or  landing  places  of  Mk-  , 
ford,  CohassBi,  Hinghant,  and  Weyinoaih^  as  pcfj 
of  delivery  only;  and  a  collector,  oavaf  officti    I 
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(nd  SDrreyoT,  for  the  district,  sball  be  appointed,  to 
reside  at  Bosion. 

To  the  district  of  PIfmouih  shall  be  annexed 
the  sereral  towns  or  Imndiag  places  of  Scituaie, 
Duibmy.  and  KingatOD,  a«  pons  of  delivery  only ; 
(nd  ■  ccHJector  for  the  district  shall  be  appointed, 
to  reside  at  Pl^mouib. 

To  the  dislTicI  of  BatDstsble  shall  be  aaaezed 
the  >ereral  towns  or  landkoff  places  of  Sandwich, 
Falmouth,  Hardwich,  Welltleei,  Provinceiown, 
and  Chatham,  as  ports  of  delivery  only ;  and  a 
collector  for  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  (o  re- 
side at  Barostahle. 

Iq  the  district  of  Nantucket,  the  port  of  Nan- 
tucket shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry  and  delirery; 
ud  a  collecEor  for  the  district  sbaU  be  appointed, 
lo  reside  at  Nantucket. 

Id  (he  district  of  Ed^rtown,  a  collector  for 
the'  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  Bd- 
gartown. 

To  (he  district  of  New  Bedford  shall  be  an- 
nexed Westport,  Rochester,  and  Warehani,  as 
ports  of  delivery  only ;  and  a  collector  for  the 
district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  New  Bed- 
ford. 

To  the  district  of  Dighton  shall  be  anoeied 
Swaosey,  Somerset,  Freetown.  Berkeley,  and 
Taunton,  as  ports  of  delivery  only  ;  and  a  col- 
lector for  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside 
u  DightoD. 

To  the  district  of  York  shall  be  annexed  Kitte- 
ry  and  Berwick,  as  ports  of  delivery  only  ;  and  a 
collector  for  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  re- 
side at  York. 

To  the  district  of  Biddeford  and  Pepperelbo- 
rough  shall  be  annexed  Scarborough,  Wells,  Ken- 
Dcbunk,  and  Cape  Porpoise,  as  ports  of  delivery 
only;  and  a  collector  tor  the  district  shall  be  ap> 
pobled,  to  reside  at  Biddeford. 

To  the  district  of  Portland  and  Falmouth  shall 
be  annexed  North  Yarmouth,  Brunswick,  Free- 
port,  and  Harpswell,  as  ports  of  delivery  only;  and 
a  collector  and  surveyor  shall  be  appointed  for  the 
district,  to  reside  Bt  Portland. 

To  the  district  of  Bath  shall  be  annexed  Hal- 
Well,  Piitstown,  Topsham,  Oeoigelown,  and 
Binnswick,  as  ports  of  delivery  only )  and  a  col- 
lector for  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside 
at  Baih. 

To  the  district  of  Wiscasset  shall  be  anoeied 
the  town  of  Booihbay,  as  a  port  of  delivery  only ; 
■nd  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  appointed, 
to  reside  at  Wiscasset. 

To  the  district  of  Penobscot  shall  be  annexed 
Frankfort,  Bluehill,  Hampden,  and  Deer  Island, 
as  porti  of  delivery  only ;  and  a  collector  for  the 
district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  atCastine; 
which  shall  be  the  port  of  entry  for  the  said  dis- 
trict. 

To  the  district  of  Frenchman's  Bay  shall  be  an- 
nexed Union  River,  as  a  port  of  delivery  only; 
and  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  appointed, 
to  reside  at  Frenchman's  Bay. 

For  each  of  the  districts  of  Machias  and  Pasn- 
DUquoddy,  aball  be  appointed  ■  coUeclor,  to  reaide 


at  the  said  ports  of  Machias  and  Passamaquoddy. 
respectively. 

To  the  district  of  Waldoboroueh  shall  be  an- 
nexed (he  towns  of  Bristol,  Nobleborougb,  War- 
ren, Thomaston,  Cusfaing,  and  Cambden ;  also 
that  part  of  a  place  called  Ducktrap,  which  lies 
between  the  towns  of  Cambden  and  Northport, 
as  ports  of  delivery  only ;  and  a  collector  for  the 
district  shall  be  appointed,  lo  reside  at  Waldob«»- 
rough,  and  a  surveyor,  to  reside  at  Thomaston. 

The  district  of  Ipswich  shall  include  the  town 
of  Ipswich,  as  a  port  of  entry  only  ;  and  a  collector 
for  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at 
Ipswich. 

The  district  of  Newbury  port  shall  include  all  the 
waters  and  shores  from  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire to  the  north  line  of  Ipswich. 

The  district  ol  Gloucester  shall  include  all  the 
waters  and  shores  in  the  towns  of  Gloucesier  and 
Manchester. 

The  district  of  Salem  and  Beverly  shall  include 
all  the  shores  and  waters  within  the  towns  of  Bev- 
erly, Salem,  and  Danvers. 

The  district  of  Marblehead  shall  iocludeall  the 
waters  and  shores  within  the  towns  of  Marble- 
head  and  Lynn. 

The  districtof  Boston  and  Cbarieslo  WD  shall  in- 
clude all  the  waters  and  shores  within  the  coqd- 
ties  of  Middlesex,  Suffolk,  and  Norfolk. 

The  district  of  Plymouth  shall  include  all  the 
waters  and  shores  within  the  county  of  Plymouth, 
excepting  the  towns  of  Wareham  aud  Rochester. 

The  district  of  Barnstable  shall  include  all  the 
waters  and  shores  within  the  county  of  Barnstable. 

The  district  of  Nantucket  shall  include  the 
island  of  Nantuchat. 

The  district  of  Sdgartown  shall  include  ail  the 
waters  and  shores  within  the  county  of  Doke's 
county. 

The  district  of  New  Bedford  shall  inelodfl  all 
the  waters  and  shores  within  the  towns  of  New 
Bedford,  Dartmouth,  WesiporL  Rochester,  and 
Wareham,  together  with  all  tM  islands  within 
the  county  of  Bristol. 

The  district  of  Dighton  shall  incltide  all  the 
waters  and  shores  on  Taunton  nver,  and  in  the 
town  of  Rehoboth. 

The  district  of  Waldoborongh  shall  include  all 
the  waters  and  shores  from  the  middle  of  Damai- 
ascoity  river,  to  the  southwardly  side  of  ibe  town 
of  Northport. 

The  collecton  of  the  several  districts  within 
that  part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  eutwud 
of  New  Hampshire,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  agree 
upon  a  divisional  line  between  their  respective 
districts,  and  transmit  the  saine  to  the  Comptrol- 
ler of  the  Treasury  ;  and  such  district^  so  agreed 
upon,  shall  include  all  the  waters,  shores,  and 
islands  within  the  same,  and  all  (he  lands  ad- 
joining to  the  British  colonies  of  New  Brunswick 
and  Lower  Canada,  within  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  aforesaid.  And  in  case  of 
disagreement  between  any  of  the  said  collectors 
concerning  sueh  divisional  line^  the  President  of 
the  United  Statts  shall  determine  the  same. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  itjiirther  enacted,  Thju  in  the 


.dbyGoogle 


State  of  Rbode  iBtand  and  Proridence  Plinta' 
tioDS,  there  shall  be  two  districts,  to  wit :  the  di»- 
teict  of  Newport  and  the  district  of  Proridence. 
The  district  of  Newport  shall  comprehend  all  the 
waters,  shofes,  bayi,  harbors,  creeks,  and  ialets, 
from  the  west  lioe  of  ibe  said  State,  all  along  the 
seacoast ;  and  northward,  up  the  Narruanset  bay, 
as  far  as  the  most  southerly  part  of  Warwick 
Neck,  aed  from  thence  nearly  a  northeast  course, 
tn  the  south  end  of  RumsIicK  Point,  at  high  wa- 
ter mark,  and  shall  inclniie  the  sereral  town?, 
batbors,  and  landing  placeE,  at  Westerly,  Charles- 
towa.  South  Kingston,  North  Kingston,  East 
Greenwich,  and  all  thai  part  of  Warwick  south- 
ward of  Warwick  Neck,  and  also  the  towns,  har- 
bors, and  landing  places,  of  BarriitgEon,  War- 
ren, Bristol,  Tiverton,  Little  Cumplon,  aud  all  the 
towns,  harbors,  and  landing  plaoea,  uf  the  island  of 
Rhode  Island,  James  Town,  Prudence.New  Shore- 
ham,  and  erery  other  island  and  place  within  the 
Mid  elate,  southward  of  Warwick  Neckand  Rum- 
stick  Point 

The  district  of  Proridence  shall  comprehend  all 
the  waters,  shores, bays,  harbors,  creeks,and  inlets. 
'  within  ihe  State  of  Rhode  Island,  northward  of 
a  line  runoing  nearly  a  northeast  coarse  from  the 
Bonlh  end  of  Warwick  Neck  to  the  south  end  of 
RumBtick  Point  at  high  water  mark,  including 
only  the  waters  bounded  by  the  east  and  west 
shores  of  said  Rumsiick  Point  and  Warwick  Neck, 
leading  un  the  bay  of  the  port  of  Proridence.  The 
town  of  Newport  shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry  in 
the  said  district  of  Newport ;  and  a  collector,  naval 
officer,  and  surveyor,  for  the  district,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, to  resideatthesaid  town  of  Newport:  and 
North  Kington,  East  Oreen«rieh,  Barrington, 
Warren,  Bristol  and  Pawcatuck  river  in  Westerly, 
■hall  be  porta  of  delivery  only ;  and  a  surveyor 
shall  be  appointed,  to  resiae  at  each  of  the  ports 
of  North  Kingston,  East  Qreenwicb,  Warren. 
Brijitol,  and  Pawcatuck  river  ;  and  the  survey- 
or to  reside  at  Warren  shall  be  surveyor  for 
the  port  of  Harrington.  The  town  of  Providence 
shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry  in  the  said  district 
of  Providence;  and  Patuxet.  in  the  same  district, 
aball  be  a  port  of  delivery  only  ;  and  a  collector, 
naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  shall  be  appointed,  to 
reside  at  Providence,  and  a  surveyor  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, to  reside  at  Paluxet. 

8bo.  4.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut  there  shall  be  four  districts, 
to  wit :  New  London^  New  Haven,  Fairfield,  and 
MiddlctowQ.  The  district  of  New  London  shall 
extend  from  the  east  line  of  the  said  Slate  of  Con- 
■ecticut  to  the  east  line  of  the  town  of  Lyme,  and 
shall  include  the  several  towns  or  landing  places 
of  Norwich,  SloniiiKlOD,  and  Grotoo,  as  ports  of 
delivery  onlyj  and  New  London  to  be  the  sole 
pwt  of  entry ;  and  a  collector  and  surveyor  for  the 
districl  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  New  Lon- 
don ;  and  a  surveyor,  to  reside  at  Stonington. 

The  district  of  New  Haven  shall  extend  from 
the  west  line  of  the  district  of  New  London,  west- 
erly to  Oafaiumnick  river,  to  which  shall  be  an- 
nexed the  several  towns,  or  landing  plscea,  of 
Qoildfocd,  Branferd,  MilFaid,  and  Deiny,  as  parts 


of  delivery  only;  and  New  Havm  shall  be  the 
sole  port  of  entry  ;  and  a  collector  and  sorveyer 
for  tne  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at 
New  Haven. 

The  disiriot  of  Fairfield  shall  include  all  the 
ports  and  places  in  the  said  State  of  ConDectieiit 
west  of  the  district  of  New  Haven,  to  which  shall 
be  annexed  the  several  towns  or  luding  jdscesof 
Norwalk,  Stratford,  Stamford,  aad  Qreeawick,u 
ports  of  delivery  only;  Fairfield  shall  be  the 
sole  port  of  entry ;  and  a  collector  for  the  district 
shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  FaiiSeld. 

The  district  of  Middletown  shall  include  the 
several  towns  and  landing  nlaces  of  Lyme,  Say- 
brook,  Killings  worth,  Haddam,  Elast  Haddam, 
Middletown,  Chatham,  Weaihetsfield,  Glasten- 
bury,  Hartford,  East  Hartford,  Windsor,  and 
East  Windsor,  of  which  Middletown  shall  be  the 
sole  port  of  entry ;  and  the  other  towna  and  land- 
ing places,  before  named,  shall  be  ports  of  delivery 
only  i  and  a  collector  and  surveyor  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, to  reside  at  Middletown ;  and  a  surveyor 
shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  Hartford,  and  ano- 
ther, to  reside  at  Saybrook. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  itftatker  enacted,  That  in  the 
State  of  New  York  there  shall  be  six  district^  to 
wit :  Sagg  Harbor,  on  Nassau  or  Long  Island,  the 
city  of  New  York,  the  city  of  Hudson,  Cham- 
plain,  Oswego,  and  Niagara. 

The  district  of  Sagg  Harbor  shall  include  all 
the  ba^s,  harbors,  rivers,  and  shores,  within  the 
two  pomts  of  land  which  are  called  Oyster-pond 
Point,  and  Monlauk  Point;  and  a  collector  for  the 
district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  Sagg  Har- 
bor^ which  shall  be  the  only  port  of  entry  and 
delivery  in  the  said  district. 

The  district  of  the  city  of  New  York  shall  in- 
clude all  such  part  of  the  coasts,  river^  ^l*^  and 
harbors  of  the  said  State,  as  are  not  included  is 
other  districts  of  the  said  State,  especially  the 
several  towns  or  leading  places  of  New  Windwr. 
Newburgh,  Poughkecpsie,  Bsopus,  Kinder  hook, 
and  Albany,  as  ports  of  delivery  only ;  and  a  col- 
lector, naval  officer,  and  surveyor  for  th«  distriei, 
shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  New  York,  which 
shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry  for  the  disnici; 
and  a  surveyor  at  the  city  of  Albany :  and  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is  authorized,  if 
he  judge  it  expedient,  to  appoint  one  other  sur- 
veyor, to  reside  at  such  other  place  in  the  said  dis- 
trict as  he  shall  appoint. 

The  district  of  Hudson  shall  indnde  all  ibe 
waters  and  shores  of  the  said  city;  and  a  collector 
shall  be  appointed  for  the  said  district,  to  reside  at 
the  said  city  of  Hudson,  which  shall  be  the  sole 
port  of  entry  and  delivery. 

The  district  of  Champlain  shall  include  all  such 
shores  and  waters  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  the 
rivets  connected  therewith,  as  lie  wiihin  the  said 
Stale  of  New  York;  and  the  said  district  shall 
extend  westwardly  along  the  northern  boundary 
line  of  the  said  Slate,  unto  the  place  where  sau 
line  is  bounded  by  the  river  St.  Lawreace  >  aad 
the  President  of  ihe  United  Slates  is  hereby  «» 
thorized  to  appoint  such  place  within  the  tvi 
ditlricl  to  be  a  port  of  entry  and  dalivery,  as  ke 
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ihall  judge  expedient;  uul  a  eolleetot  shall  be 
appointed;  to  reside  at  the  port  of  entry  which 
may  be  established  within  the  said  distnet;  and 
the  President  is  also  authorized,  i[  he  shall  judge 
proper,  toappoinl  oot  exceediiw  two  sarvevors.  to 
reside  at  such  place  as  he  may  judge  expeaieat  to 
constitnte  porta  of  delirery  only. 

The  district  of  Oswego  shall  include  all  the 
shores  and  waters  of  the  rirer  St.  Lawrence, 
from  the  place  where  said  rirer  is  intersected  by 
the  forty-fifth  degree  of  Dorthero  latitude,  and 
all  the  shores  and  waters  of  Lake  Ontario,  and 
the  riren  and  waters  connected  therewith,  lying 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and 
within  the  State  of  New  York,  to  the  eastward 
of  the  weal  bank  of  Genesee  rirer ;  and  a  eoUeeior 
shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  reside  at  or  itear 
Oswego,  et  such  olace  as  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  shall  appoint  to  be  the  port  of  entry 
for  the  district;  and  the  President  or  the  United 
States  is  authorized  to  appoint  not  exceeding 
three  surreyors,  to  reside  at  such  places  within 
the  said  district  as  he  shall  judge  proper,  and  to 
constitute  each  or  either  of  such  places  to  be 
ports  of  delivery  only. 

The  district  of  Niagara  shall  include  all  the 
shores  and  waters  of  Lake  Ontario  and  Lake 
Brie,  and  the  rivers  eonnscied  therewith,  lying 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  add 
within  the  Bute  of  New  York,  to  the  westward 
of  the  west  bank  of  Genesee  rirer;  and  a  col- 
lector shall  be  appointed  who  shall  reside  at  Nia- 
gara, which  shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry  for  the 
district ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
is  authorized  to  appoint,  not  exceeding  two  sur- 
wyors,  to  reside  at  sucb  places  within  the  sud 
district  as  be  shall  judge  proper,  and  to  eonstiiuie 
each  or  either  of  such  places  to  be  ports  of  deliv- 
ery only. 

Sec.  6.  Jnd  be  ii  Jvrther  enacted,  That  the 
State  of  Vermont  shall  constitnte  one  district, 
which  shall  include  all  such  shores  and  waters  of 
Lake  Champlain,  and  the  rivers  connected  there- 
with, as  lie  within  the  said  Stsie,  and  shall  also 
«xtenc)  along  the  northern  bounty  line  of  tbe 
said  State,  adjoining  to  the  British  colony  of 
Lower  Canada;  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  authorized  lo  appoint  such  place  within 
the  said  district,  to  be  t^e  sole  port  of  entry,  as 
be  shall  judge  proper ;  and  a  collector  shall  be 
appoiaied to  reside  thereat;  and  the  President  of 
the  Coiled  States  is  also  amhorized,  if  he  judge 
it  expedient,  to  establish  not  exceeding  two  places 
as  porta  of  delivery  only,  and  to  appoint  survey- 
ors for  each,  or  either  of  said  places,  at  his  discre- 
tion: Proo^lsd,  TtepertMeie,  That  the  President 
of  the  United  States  may,  whenever  he  shall 
judge  it  expedient,  and  for  the  interest  of  the 
UDited  Stales,  erect  the  northern  boundary  line 
of  the  said  Slate,  adjoining  the  British  colony  of 
Lower  Canada,  or  so  much  thereof  as  he  may 
think  proper,  into  a  separate  district,  and  appoint 
a  collector,  to  reside  at  svch  pott  of  entry  and 
delivery  at  may  be  ertaUished  by  the  President 
«rithin  tbe  same. 

Sec.  7.  jlitd  be  it  Jmthtr  emusled,  Tkat  in  the 


State  of  New  Jersey  there  shall  be  five  dbtricts, 
to  wit:  Perth  Amboy,  Burlinoton,  Bridgetown, 
Great  Egg  Harbor  and  Little  £gg  Harbor,  which 
shall  severally  be  ports  of  entry.  The  district  of 
Perth  Amboy  shall  comprehend  all  that  part  of 
the  Stateof  New  Jersey,  known  by  the  name  of 
East  New  Jersey,  fthat  part  excepted  which  is 
bereafler  included  m  the  district  of  Little  Egg 
Harbor,)  together  with  all  the  waters  thereof,  here- 
tofore wiihm  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Siata; 
in  which  dislricl  the  towns,  or  landing  places  of 
New  Brunswick,  Middletown  Point,  ElizabeUt 
Town,  and  Newark,  sball  be  ports  of  delirery 
only  ;  and  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, to  reside  at  Perth  Amboy,  and  a  sorveym', 
to  reside  at  New  Brunswick. 

The  district  of  Burlington  shall  comprehend 
that  part  of  the  laid  State  known  by  the  name  of 
West  New  Jersey,  which  lies  to  the  eastward  aad 
northward  of  the  county  of  Qloucesler,  with  all 
the  waters  thereof  heretofore  within  the  iurisdic- 
tion  of  the  said  State,  in  which  district  tne  land- 
ioK  fdace  of  Lamberton  shall  be  a  port  of  delivery 
only,  and  a  cotleeior  shall  be  appointed  for  the 
district,  to  reside  at  Burlington,  wnich  sball  be  tke 
port  of  entr^  for  the  district. 

Tbe  district  of  Bridgetown  shall  compre^Lead 
the  counties  of  Gloucester,  Salem,  Cumbeiland, 
and  Cape  May,  (such  parts  of  the  connty  of  Glon- 
eester  and  Cape  May  as  shall  be  hereiitafler  in- 
cluded in  the  district  of  C^eat  Egg  Hsrhor  ex- 
cepted, )  and  all  the  waters  thereof  heretofore  with- 
in tbe  jurisdiction  of  the  said  State;  and  t^e 
town  of  Salem  and  Pott  Elizabeth,  on  Mavrieo 
river,  shall  be  ports  irf  delivery  only ;  and  a  col- 
lector for  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside 
at  Bridgetown,  which  sball  be  the  port  of  entry 
for  the  district. 

The  district  of  Great  Em  Harbor  shall  com- 
prehend the  rirer  of  Great  Egg  Harbor,  together 
widi  all  the  inlets,  bays,  sounds,  rivers,  and  creeha, 
along  the  seacoast,  from  Brigantine  inlet  to  Cape 
May  ;  and  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, to  reside  at  Somers  Point,  on  the  said 
rirer  of  Great  Egg  Harbor. 

The  district  oi  Linle  Egg  Harbor  shall  com- 
pr^end  all  the  shores,  waters,  bays,  rirers,  and 
creeks,  from  Bamegat  inlet  lo  Bngantine  inlet, 
both  inolusirely ;  and  the  town  of  Tuckerton  shall 
be  the  sole  port  of  entry  for  the  said  district ;  and 
a  collector  for  the  same  shall  be  appointed,  to  m- 
side  at  TuckerloiL 

Sbc.  B.  And  be  it  fitrttur  enacted.  That  in  tke 
State  of  Pennsylrania,  there  shall  be  two  dis- 
tricts, to  wit :  Philadelphia  and  Presque  Isle ;  the 
district  of  Philadelphia  shall  include  aill  the  shotfa 
and  waters  of  the  riv«r  Delaware,  and  the  riven 
and  waters  connected  therewith,  Ij'ing  within  tka 
State  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  the  ctty  of  Phila^U 
phia  shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry  and  delirefy 
tor  tbe  same  ;  and  a  collector,  naval  officer,  aid 
surreyoT  for  the  diitrict,  shall  be  appointed,  who 
shaH  reside  at  tbe  city  of  Pfailailelphia. 

Tbe  district  of  Pretqae  Isle  slwll  inelnde  all 
the  shores  and  watan  or  Lake  Brie,aad  the  rirwi 
and  mlers  eonneeted  dtaNvtlh,  lying  witUa  dte 
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i'  nri>dietioa  of  the  United  Stales  and  the  State  of 
'eoosylvania  ;  and  a  collector  for  the  said  dis- 
trict "hall  be  appointed,  who  Ehall  reside  at  Presque 
Isle. 

8bc.  ft.  And  be  it  further  macled.  That  the 
State  of  Delaware  Bhall  be  one  district,  and  ihe 
borough  of  Wilminztoa  sbatl  be  the  only  port  of 
entrjr,  to  which  shall  be  annexed  NewCasueand 
Pott  Peon,  as  ports  of  delivery  only ;  and  a  col- 
lector for  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside 
at  the  said  port  of  Wilmington. 

Ssc.  10.  And  be  it  Jvrtker  enacted,  That  in  the 
Slate  of  Maryland  Iheie  shall  be  ten  districts,  to 
wit:  Baltimore,  Chester,  Oxford,  Vienna,  Snow- 
hill,  Annapolis.  Nottingham,  Nanjemoy,  George- 
town, and  Hay  re- de-Grace. 

The  district  of  Baltimore  shall  include  Paiaps- 
co  rirer,  Turkey  Point,  Spes  Ulite  Island,  aad  all 
the  waters  and  shores  on  the  west  side  of  Chesa- 
peake bay,from  the  mouth  of  Msgetiy  river,  which 
shall  not  be  included  in  the  district  of  Harre-de- 
Qrace;  and  a  collector,  naval  officer,  and  sur- 
veyor for  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside 
at  Baltimore,  which  shall  be  the  sole  port  of 
•Dlty. 

The  district  of  Chester  shall  include  Chester 
river,  and  all  the  waters  and  shores  on  the  eastern 
aide  of  Chesapeake  bay,  from  the  south  side  of 
Elk  river  to  the  north  side  of  the  Eastern  bay 
and  Wye  river,  inclusive;  in  which  Qeorgetown, 
on  Sassafras  river,  shall  be  a  port  of  delivery  only, 
and  K  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  appointed, 
to  reside  at  Chester,  which  shall  be  the  sole  port 
of  entry. 

The  district  of  Oxford  shall  include  all  the 
waters  and  shores  on  the  eastern  side  of  Cbesa- 
peake  bay,  from  the  north  side  of  Wye  river,  and 
the  Eastern  bay,  to  the  south  side  of  Oreat  Chop- 
ttnk  river,  inclusive;  and  Cambridge  shall  be  a 
port  of  delivery  only ;  and  a  collector  for  the  dis- 
tnct  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  Oxford,  which 
shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry. 

The  district  of  Vienna  shall  include  all  the 
waters  and  shores  on  the  eastern  side  of  Chesa- 
peake bay,  from  the  south  side  of  Qreat  Chop- 
tank  river,  to  the  south  side  of  Hooper's  straits, 
Hayne's  Point,  and  Wicomico  river,  inclusive; 
and  Salisbury  shall  be  a  port  of  delivery  only ; 
and  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  appointed, 
to  reside  at  Vienna,  which  shall  be  the  sole  port 
of  entry. 

The  district  of  Snowhill  shall  include  all  the 
waters  and  shores  on  the  seacoast,  from  the  north 
line  of  Virginia,  to  the  south  line  of  Delaware, 
together  with  all  the  waters  and  shores  ou  the 
eastern  side  of  Chesapeake  bay,  from  the  south 
aide  of  Wicomico  river  to  the  south  side  of  Poco- 
moke  river,  inclusive,  so  far  as  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  said  State  of  Maryland  extends;  to  which 
Sinnipnxent  shall  be  a  port  of  delivery  for  West 
India  produce  only;  and  a  collector  for  the  dis- 
trict stiall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  Snowhill, 
which  shall  be  ttie  sole  port  of  entry. 

The  district  of  Annapolis  shall  include  Magetty 
Tiver,  and  all  the  waters  and  shores  from  thence 
toDnun  Point,  on  Patuxeni  river;  and acoUector 


for  Ihe  district  shall  be  appoinied,  to  retide  at 
Annapolis,  which  shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entij 
and  delivery  for  the  same. 

The  district  of  Nottincham  shall  include  all 
the  waters  and  shores  on  iLe  west  side  of  Chesa- 
peake bay,  to  Drum  Point,  on  the  river  Paioieoi, 
together  with  the  said  river,  and  all  the  narigatJe 
waters  emptyiog  into  the  same  to  which  Bene- 
dict Lower  Idarlborough,  Town  Creek,  and  Syl- 
vey's  Laudinf,  shall  be  annexed  as  ports  of  dehv- 
ery  only ;  and  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  he 
appointed,  to  reside  at  NotlinghaiD,  and  a  surveyor 
at  Town  Creek ;  and  Nottiugham  shall  be  the  sole 
port  of  entry. 

The  district  of  Nanjemoy  shall  include  all  the 
waters  of  the  Potomac  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  State  of  Maryland,  from  Point  Look  Oai  to 
Pomonky  creek,  inclusive,  to  which  Cedar  Point, 
Saint  Mary's,  and  Lewellensburghshall be  annex- 
ed as  ports  of  delivery  only  ;  and  a  collector  for 
the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  Naoje- 
moy ;  also  a  surveyor,  to  reside  at  each  of  ihe 
towns  of  Saint  Mary's  and  Lewellensburgfa ;  and 
Naniemoy  shall  be  the  sole  port  of  eutrj. 

Tbe  district  of  Qeorgetown  shall  include  all  the 
waters  and  shores  from  Pomonky  creek,  on  the 
north  side  of  Potomac  river,  to  the  head  of  the 
navigable  waters  of  the  said  rivei,  within  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  which 
Digges's  Landing  and  Carrolsburgh  sbatt  be  an- 
nexed as  ports  of  delivery  only ;  and  a  collector 
for  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at 
Georgetown,  which  shall  be  the  sole  port  uf  entry. 

The  district  of  Havre-de-Gtace  shall  iDclude 
all  the  waters  and  shores  of  the  Chesapeake  bay, 
above  Turkey  Point  and  Spes  Utis  Island  to  the 
south  side  of  Elk  river,  inclusive,  apd  a  collectM' 
for  tbe  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at 
Havre<de-Grace,  which  shall  be  ihe  sole  port  of 
eniry  for  the  same. 

Sec.  II.  And  be  UfitrtlUT  enacted,  Thatiu  the 
State  of  Virginia  there  shall  be  eleven  districts, 
to  wit :  Hampton,  as  one  port ;  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
mouth, as  one  port ;  Bermuda  Hundred  and  Citj 
Point,  as  one  port;  Yorktown,  Tappahanaock, 
Yeocomico  river,  ioctnding  Kiasale,  Dutnfiies. 
includiag  Newport,  Alexandria,  Polly  Landing, 
Cherrysione,  and  South  CUiay.  The  authority 
of  the  officers  at  Hampton  shall  extend  ovetaU 
the  waters,  shores,  bays,  harbors,  and  inlets  be- 
tween the  south  side  oi  the  mouth  of  York  rim, 
along  the  west  shore  of  tbe  Chesapeake  bay,  to 
Hampton,  and  thence  up  the  nottfaem  side  of 
James  river,  to  the  east  side  of  Chickahomiiy 
river ;  and  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, to  reside  at  Hampton,  which  shall  be  the 
sole  port  uf  entry. 

To  the  district  of  Norfolk  and  Porismoath  shall 
be  annexed  Suffolk  and  Smithfield,  as  ports  cf 


ters,  shores,  bays,  harborsj  and  inlets,  comprehend- 
ed within  a  line  drawn  from  Cape  Henry  to  tkt 
mouth  of  James  rive^  and  thence  up  the  aoatl 
side  of  James  river  to  Hood's,  inclusively,  and  tp 
Elizabeth  river  to  tbe  higheet  tide  water  thete- 
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ofj  and  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  shall  be  the  sole 
port  of  eniry  ;  and  a  collector,  naval  officer,  and 
snireyor  fur  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  re- 
side at  Norfolk;  also  a  surveyor,  to  reside  at  each 
d'lhe  pons  of  Suffolk  and  SmithGeld. 

TolhedistrJcc  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  ot  City 
Poinc,  shall  be  antiexed  Richmond,  Petersburg, 
and  Manchester,  as  ports  of  delivery  only ;  and  a 
collector  and  surveyor  shall  be  appointed  for  the 
said  district,  to  reside  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  or 
City  Point,  which  shall  be  the  sole  port  of  eolry; 
also  a  surveyor  for  Petersburg,  to  reside  thereat ; 
and  a  surveyor  for  Richmond  and  Manchester,  to 
reside  at  Richmond  ;  and  the  authority  of  the  of- 
ficers of  the  !<aid  district  shall  extend  over  all  the 
waters,  shores,  bays,  harbors,  and  inlets,  compre- 
hended between  Hood's,  on  the  southern  side  of 
James  river,  and  the  highest  tide  water  on  James 
and  Appamatoz  rivers,  and  on  the  northern  side 
cf  James  river,  from  the  highest  tide  nnter  to  the 
eastern  bank  of  Chickahominy  river. 

To  the  district  of  Yorktown  shall  be  anoeied 
West  Point  and  Cumberland,  as  .ports  of  delivery 
only  ;  and  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, to  reside  at  Yorktown,  which  shall  be 
the  sale  port  of  entry ;  also  a  surveyor  for  the  two 
ports  of  delivery,  to  reside  at  West  Point ;  and  the 
authority  of  the  officers  of  the  said  district  shall 
extend  over  all  the  waters,  shores,  bays,  harbors, 
and  inlets,  comprehended  between  the  point  form- 
ing the  south  shore  of  the  mouth  of  Rappahan- 
nock river,  and  the  point  forming  the  south  shore 
of  the  mouth  of  York  river,  and  thence  up  the 
said  river  to  West  Point,  and  thence  up  Pamun- 
key  and  Mattapony  river?  to  the  highest  navigable 


s  ther 


of:     ' 


To  the  district  of  Tappahannock  shall  be  an- 
nexed Urbanna,  Port  Royal,  and  Fredericksburg, 
inciudine  Falmouth,  as  ports  of  delivery  only ; 
and  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  appointed, 
to  reside  at  Tappahannock,  which  shall  be  the 
sola  port  of  entry  ;  also  a  surveyor  for  each  of  the 

Grts  of  Urbanna,  Port  Royal,  and  Fredericks- 
rg ;  and  the  authority  of  the  officers  of  the  said 
district  shall  extend  over  all  the  waters,  shores, 
harbors,  bays,  and  inlets,  comprehended  between 
Smith's  Poiu^  at  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac  river, 
and  the  point  forming  the  south  shore  of  the 
mouth  of  Rappahannock  river,  and  thence  up 
the  last -mentioned  river  to  the  highest  tide  water 

The  district  of  Yeocomico  River,  including 
Einsale,  shall  extend  from  Smith's  Point,  on  the 
south  side  of  Potomac  river,  to  Boyd's  Hole,  on  the 
same  river,  including  all  the  waters,  shores,  bays, 
harbors,  creeks,  and  inlets  along  the  south  shore  of 
Potomac  river  to  Boyd's  Hole,  aforesaid ;  and 
Yeocomico,  including  Kiasale^  shall  be  the  sole 

Krt  of  entry  j  and  a  collector  for  the  district  ahaU 
appointed,  to  reside  on  Yeocomico  river. 
The  district  of  Dumfries,  including  Newport, 
shall  extend  from  Boyd's  Hole  tu  Cockpit  Point, 
on  the  south  side  of  Potomac  river;  and  a  col- 
,  lector  for  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside 
at  Dumfries,  which  shall  be  thesoleport  of  entr^; 
and  the  authority  of  the  officers  of  this  diatrici 


ihall  extend  over  all  the  waters,  shores,  bays,  har- 
bors, creeks,  and  inlets^  comprehended  between 
~Dyd's  Hole  and  Cockpit  Point,  aforesaid. 

For  the  district  of  Alexandria  shall  be  appoint' 
ed  a  collector  and  surveyor,  to  reside  at  Alexan- 
dria, which  sball  be  the  sole  port  of  entry;  and. 
the  authority  of  the  officers  of  the  said  district 
shall  extend  over  alllhe  waters,  shores,  bays,  har- 
bors, creeks,  and  inlets,  on  the  south  side  of  ibe- 

rer  Potomac,  from  the  last-mentioned  Cockpit 

lint,  to  the  highest  tide  water  of  the  said  river. 

For  the  district  of  Folly  Landing  shall  be  ap- 

Sainted  a  collector,  who  shall  reside  at  Accomae 
ourt-Houie,  and  whose  authority  shall  extenii 
over  all  the  waters,  shores,  bays,  harbors,  and  in- 
lets, of  the  county  of  Accomae. 

For  the  district  of  Cherrystone  shall  be  ap- 
pointed a  collector  to  reside  at  Cherrystone,  wfaoae 
authority  shall  extend  over  all  the  waters,  shores, 
bays,  harbors,  and  inlets,  comprehended  within 
Northampton  county. 

For-the  district  of  South  Quay  a  collector  shall 
be  anpointed  to  reside  thereat,  whose  authority 
shall  extend  over  all  the  watery  shores,  bays,  har- 
bors, and  inlets,  in  that  part  of  the  Slat«  of  Vir- 
ginia to  the  southward  oT  the  district  of  Norfolk, 
and  not  included  in  (he  said  district,  comprehend- 
ed within  the  limits  of  the  State. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  funher  enacted.  That,  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  there  shall  be  five  dis- 
tricts, viz  :  One  to  be  called  the  district  of  Wil- 
mingtoa,  and  to  comprehend  all  the  waters,  shoret, 
bays,  harbors,  creeks,  and  inlets,  from  Litlie  river 
intet,  inclusive,  to  New  river  inlet,  inclusive.  The 
town  of  Wilmington  shall  be  a  port  of  entry  and 
delivery,  and  there  shall  be  a  collector,  naval  offir 
cer.  and  surveyor,  to  reside  at  the  said  lawn  of 
Wilmington.  Another  district,  to  be  called  the 
district  of  Newbern,  which  shall  comprehend  all 
the  waters,  shores,  bays,  harbors,  creeks,  and  iuleto, 
from  New  river  inlet,  inclusive,  to  Ocracoke  inlet. 
inclusive,  together  with  that  part  of  Pamlico  sound 
which  lies  southward  and  westward  of  the  shoaJ 
projecting  from  the  mouth  of  Pamlico  river,  to- 
wards the  Royal  Shoal,  and  southward  of  the  said 
Royal  Shoal;  that  the  town  of  Newbern  shell  be 
a  port  of  entry  and  delivery,  and  the  towns  of 
Beaufort  and  Swansborough  shall  be  ports  of  d»' 
livery  only  ;  and  there  shall  be  a  collector  ap- 
pointed for  the  district,  to  reside  at  Newbern,  and 
a  surveyor,  to  reside  at  Beaufort,  and  one  at 
Swansborougb.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  if  he  shall  judge 
it  expedient,  and  for  the  interest  of  the  Unit«d 
Stales,  to  establish  a  port  of  delivery  at  Shell  Cat- 
tle or  Beacon  Island,  near  Ocracoke  inlet,  and  to 
appoint  a  surveyor  to  reaide  thereat.  Anothci 
district,  to  be  called  the  district  of  Wuhington, 
which  shall  comprehend  all  that  part  of  Pamlico 
sound  not  included  in  the  district  of  Newbern,  as 
far  north  as  the  Marshes ;  the  town  of  Washing- 
ton shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry  and  delivery  ; 
and  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  appointed, 
to  reside  within  the  same.  Another  district,  whieh 
shall  becalled  the  district  of  £dentOD,Bnd  to  com- 
prehend all  the  waters,  bays,  harbors,  creeka,  and 
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inlets,  from  the  Marshes,  JDclusice,  northward  and 
Treatward,  eicept  those  Lnclnded  in  the  district  of 
Camden  ;  the  towa  of  Edenton  shall  be  a  purl  of 
entry  and  deliyery,  and  Hertford,  Mnrfreesbo- 
rotigh,  Princeton,  Winton,  Bennet's  Creek.  Ply- 
mouth, Windaor.and  Bkewarky,  poriit  of  delivery; 
snd  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  appointed, 
10  reside  at  the  town  of  Edtoton,  and  a  surveyor 
■leach  of  the  pons  of  Hertford,  Winton,  Bennet's 
■Creek,  Plymooth,  Windsor,  and  Skewarky;  and 
OBeatMurfree!iborough,forsaid  port, and  for  Prioce- 
tOD.  Another  district,  which  shall  be  called  the 
diatrictof  Camden,  and  to  comprehend  North  river. 
Pasquotank,  and  Little  rirera,  and  all  the  teaters, 
shores,  bays,  harbors,  creeks,  and  inlets,  from  the 
junction  of  Currituck  and  Albemarle  sounds  to 
the  northern  extremity  of  Blackbay  ;  and  Plank- 
bridge,  OD  Sawyer,:  creek,  shall  be  the  port  of  en- 
try and  deli  very ,  and  Niionton,  Indian  To  wn,  New- 
biggin  Creek,  Currituck  Inlet,  Pasquotank  River 
Bridge,  ports  of  delivery :  and  a  collector  for  the 
-diitncl  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  'Plank- 
bridge,  on  Sawyer's  Creek,  and  a  surveyor  at  each 
of  the  ports  of  Nixonton,  Indian  Town.  Currituck 
Inlet.  Pasquotank  River  Bridge,  and  Newbiggin 
Creek  ;  and  that  the  authority  of  the  several  offi- 
Mis  of  each  district  shall  extend  over  all  the  wa- 
ters, shores,  bays,  harbors,  creeks,  and  inlets,  eom- 
preaended  witnin  each  district.  Proinded,  That 
all  ships  or  vessels,  intending  to  proceed  to  Ply- 
mouth, Windsor,  Skewarky,  Winton,  Bennet's 
Creek  Bridge,  Murfrcesbo rough  or  Princeton, 
•hall  first  come  to  and  enier  at  the  port  of  Eden- 
ton  ;  and  provided,  also,  that  any  vessels  coming 
ia  at  Ocracoke  Inlet,  that  may  be  under  the  ce- 
Mssily  of  employing  lighters  before  they  pass  the 
Royal  Shoal,  may  be  at  liberty  to  enter  at  any 
port  of  entry  connected  with  the  waters  of  said 
Uilet,  to  which  such  vessels  are  bound  ;  and  that 
kny  fesael  coming  in  at  said  inlet  in  ballast,  for 
the  purpose  of  loading  without  the  Royal  Shoal: 
•hall  be  Bt  liberty  to  enter  at  any  port  of  entr 
connected  with  the  waters  of  said  inlet. 

Sbc.  13.  And  be  itfitrther  enacted  That,  in  ih 
filate  of  South  Carolina,  there  shall  be  three  di: 
triets,  to  wit!  Gteorgetown^ Charleston,  and  Beat 
fort,  each  of  which  shall  be  a  port  uf  entry.  Tb 
Strict  of  OeOTgetown  shall  include  the  shores, 
inlets,  and  rivers,  from  the  boundary  of  North 
-Carolina  to  the  point  of  Cape  Remain  :  The  dis- 
trict of  Charleston  shall  include  all  the  shores, 
iiklets,  and  rivers,  from  Cape  Remain  to  the  Com- 
bkbee  river,  inclusive;  and  the  district  of  Beau- 
fan  shall  include  the  shores,  iulels,  and  rivers, 
ffom  Combahee  river  to  Back  river,  in  Georgia, 
eomprehending  all  the  shores,  inlt^ts,  and  harbors, 
Armed  by  the  different  bars  and  sea-islands  lying 
within  each  district,  respectively ;  and  a  collector, 
naval  (ffioer,  and  surveyor,  shall  be  appointed,  to 
reside  at  Charleston,  and  a  collector  at  each  of  the 
fliher  ports. 

Sec.  14.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  the 
State  of  Qeoreia,  there  shall  be  five  districts,  tc 
wit :  Savannah,  Baaburv,  Brunswick,  St.  Mary's. 
aad  Hardwieke,  each  or  which  shall  be  a  port  ol 
«Mry.     The  district  of   Savannah  shall  include 


Savannah  river,  and  alt  the  waters,  shores,  har- 
bors, rivers,  creeks,  beys,  and  inlets,  from  the  said 
river  to  the  north  point  of  Ossabaw  island  and 
Great  Ogechee  rivers,  iaclusire ;  and  a  collector, 
naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  shall  be  appointed  for 
the  said  district,  to  reside  at  SaTaonah. 

The  district  of  Sonbury  shall  comprehend  all 
the  waters,  shores,  harbors,  rivers,  creeks,  bays, 
id  inlets,  south  of  the  north  point  of  Ossabaw 
island   and  Great  Ogechee  river,   exclosive,  and 
lorlh  of  the  south  point  of  Sapelo  island,  iocln- 
ive,  except  snch  part  as  is  hereafter  described  as 
ippertaining  to  the  district  of  Hardwieke;  and  a 
.'ollector  for  the  said  district  shall  be  appointed,  (o 
reside  at  Suoburj. 
The  district  of  Brunswick  shall  comprehend  alt 
e  waters,  shores,  harbors,  rivers,  creeks,  bays. 
id  inlets,  from  the  south  point  of  Sapelo  island, 
exclusive  to  the  south  point  of  Jekyl  island,  in- 
clusive; Predericka  shaA  be  a  port  of  delivery 
^nly ;  and  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, to  reside  at  Bronswick- 

The  district  of  St.  Mary's  shall  comprehend  all 
.  :e  waters,  shores,  barbiM^,  rivers,  creeks,  bays, 
and  intels,  from  the  south  point  of  JckyI  island. 
\,  to  St.  Mary's  river,  inclusive;  and  a 
collector  for  the  said  dtstricl  shall  be  appointed,  u 
reside  at  St.  Mary's. 

And,  in  each  of  the  said  districts,  it  shall  belav- 
ful  for  the  collector  to  gram  a  permit  to  unlade ai 
v  port  or  place  within  [he  district,  and  to  ap- 
point, or  put  on  board  any  ship  or  Tesael  for 
which  a  permit  is  granted,  one  or  more  inspeci- 
may  be  necessary  for  the  security  o*  ih« 
revenue. 
The  district  of  Hardwieke  shall  include  all  the 
aters,  shores,  bays,  harbors,  creeks,  aitd  rifers. 
between  the  south  point  of  Ossabaw  island,  and 
the  south  point  of  Warsaw  island ;  amA,  in  tht 
said  district,  the  town  of  Hardwieke  shall  be  the 
only  port  of  entry,  and  a  collector  for  the  tud 
district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  «t  Hard- 
Sec.  15.  And  be  ii  fiirther  enacted,  That,  in 
the  Scale  of  Kentucky,  there  shall  be  one 
district,  which  shall  include  all  the  wauK. 
shores,  and  inlets  of  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi, and  the  rivers  and  waters  connected 
therewith,  lying  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  and  the  said  State ;  and  a  cd- 
lector  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  I^ooUville. 
which  shall  be  tne  sole  port  of  entry  and  deliv- 
ery, for  the  said  district,  of  any  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  not  the  growth  or  maDofactore 
of  the  United  Slates;  Provided,  neverlkikm. 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  iht 
United  States,  whenever  be  shall  judge  it  expedi- 
ent, and  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States,  tc 
establish  a  separate  district,  which  shell  includeal! 
the  waters,  shores,  and  inlets,  of  the  river  Missir 
sippi,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  State 
and  the  said  State  of  Eentuckjr,  and  also  tbr 
shores  and  waters  on  the  south  side  of  the  rivt; 
Ohio  from  the  mouth  thereof  to  the  east  bank  A 
-Cumberland  riTer,  with  theriversand  'wsterscccr 
nected  with  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio,  vrithin  tk 
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limils  iroresatd,  and  within  the  Stale  aforesaid  ; 
and  to  appoint  b  collector,  to  reside  at  such  port  of 
(ntry  and  deliTcry  as  may  be  established  within 
tbcsatne. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  UJwrtUr  enacted,  That  in  the 
State  of  TenjieBaee,  there  shall  be  one  district, 
which  shall  inclade  all  the  waters,  shores,  aod 
inlets,  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  other  naviira- 
bte  rirers  and  walers,  lyiag  within  the  jurisoic- 
tioa  of  the  United  States,  and  witbia  the  said 
Statp;  and  H  collector  shall  be  appointed,  who 
shall  reside  at  Palmyra,  which  shall  be  the  odIjt 
pott  of  entry  or  deliTcry,  within  the  said  district, 
of  any  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  not  the 

Cth  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States : 
ided,  nenertheUu,  That  the  President  of  the 
Coiled  States  may,  whenerer  he  shall  judge  it 
upedieDt.  and  for  the  interest  of  the  United 
States,  erect  the  shores,  waters,  and  inlets,  of  the 
rirer  Mississippi,  lying  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Uoiied  States,  and  within  ibe  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, into  a  separate  district,  and  appoint  a  col- 
lector, to  reside  at  such  port  of  entry  and  delivery 
IS  may  be  established  within  the  same. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  itjurtker  enacted.  Thai,  in  the 
Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the 
rirer  Ohio,  thne  shall  be  six  districts,  to  wit : 
Erie,  Detroit,  Michilimackinac,  Massac,  Illinois, 
and  Ohio. 

The  district  of  Brie  shall  include  all  the  waters, 
shores,  and  inlets,  of  Lake  Erie,  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Untied  States,  and  the  rivers  and 
wtlers  connected  therewith,  from  the  west  line  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  unto  the  west  bank  of 

the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  including  said  ._  _. , 

the  President  of  the  United  Btates  is  authorized 
to  establish  such  place  at  or  near  Sandusky,  o 
the  said  river  Miami,  to  be  the  port  of  entry,  a: 
ihall  judge  expedient,  and  also  to  eBlablish 
exceeding  two  other  places,  to  be  ports  of  delivery 
ody;  and  a  collector  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside 
at  the  port  of  entry,  and  surveyors  to  reside  at 
such  ports  of  delivery  as  may  be  established 
aforesaid. 

The  district  of  Detroit  shall  include  all  the 
vilers,  shores,  and  inlets,  of  the  Lakes  Hrie,  St. 
Clair,  and  Huron,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  riven  and  waters  connected 
therewith,  to  the  westward  of  the  river  Miami 
aforesaid,  unto  the  island  ot  Micbili 
■ad  a  collector  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  De- 
troit, which  shall  be  tite  sole  port  of  entry  for  the 
district ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
is  authorized,  if  he  shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  es- 
tablish not  exceeding  two  pcirts  of  delivery  within 
tifesaid  district,  and  to  appoint  aurveyon  to  reside 
thereat. 

The  district  of  Michilimackinac  shall  includi 
the  island  of  that  name,  the  adjoining  lands  ceded 
to  the  United  States  by  the  Indian  nations  at  the 
Treaty  of  Oreenville,  and  all  the  waters,  shores, 
and  inlets,  to  the  westward  and  northward  of  the 
Lakes  Michigan  and  Superior,  and  the  rive 


And  t  e  President  of  the  United  Slates  is  author- 
to  establish  such  place  at  or  near  Michili- 
mackinac to  be  the  port  of  entry  for  the  district, 
as  he  shall  deem  expedient ;  and,  also,  to  establish 
not  exceeding  three  other  places,  within  the  said 
district,  to  be  ports  of  delivery  only ;  and  a  col- 
lector shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  the  port  of 
entry,  and  surveyors,  to  reside  at  the  ports  of  de- 
livery, which  may  be  established  as  aforesaid. 

The  district  of  Massac  shall  include  the  lands 
relinquished  and  ceded  to  the  United  Slates  by 
the  Indian  nations,  at  the  Treaty  of  Greenville,  in 
August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
five,  lying  near  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Ohio 
and  Mississippi,  and  shall  extend  from  thence  to , 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Ohio,  on  the  northern  side 
of  the  said  river,  and  up  tne  river  Ohio  to  the 
mstern  side  of  the  river  Wabash,  including  the 
said  river,  with  all  the  waters,  shores,  arid  inlets, 
Hinected  with  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Wabash, 
'ithia  the  boundaries  aforesaid.  And  such  ^ace 
at  or  near  Fort  Massac,  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  designate  for  that  purpose, 
shall  he  the  sole  port  of  entry  for  the  district,  and 
a  collector  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  thereat; 
and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  if  he  shall  judge  expedient,  to  es- 
tablish not  exceeding  two  nlac^  at  or  near  the 
river  Wabash,  to  be  ports  of  delivery  only,  and  to 
appoint  surveyors  to  reside  thereat. 

The  district  of  IHinois  shall  include  all  the 
waters,  shores,  and  inlets,  of  the  river  Mississimi, 
above  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ohio,  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  also  the 
river  lUlnois,  with  the  rivers,  shores,  and  waters, 
connected  tberewiih ;  and  a  collector  shall  be  ap- 
pointed to  reside  at  such  place  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  designate,  to  be  the  port 
of  entry,  and  not  exceeding  two  surveyors  to  re- 
side at  such  places  as  the  President  shall  see  fit  to 
establish  as  poris  of  delivery  only. 

The  district  of  Ohio  shall  include  all  the  wa- 
ters, shores,  and  inlets,  of  the  river  Ohia  on  the 
northern  side,  with  the  rivers,  shores,  and  waters, 
connected  therewith,  lying  lo  the  eastward  of  the 
district  of  Massac,  as  before  described  ;  and  a  col- 
lector shall  he  appointed,  to  reside  at  such  place 
as  the  President  ot  the  United  States  sbsll  desig- 
nate, at  or  near  the  confluence  of  the  Great 
Miami  river  and  the  river  Ohio,  which  plue 
shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry  or  delivery  for  the 
district. 

And  there  shall  be  a  district  on  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi, south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  which 
shall  include  all  the  waters,  shores,  and  inlets,  of 
the  river  Mississippi,  and  other  navigable  rivers 
and  waters  connected  therewith,  lying  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  southof  the 
said  Slatej  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  designate  a  proper 
place,  to  be  the  pori  of  entry  and  delivery  within 
the  same,  and  to  appoint  a  collector  to  reside 
thereat. 

And  in  case  the  appointment  of  the  several  eol< 
lectors  and  surveyors  for  the  new  districts  or  porta 
eatabliahed,  or  auihorized  to  be  eiMUisfaed  hereby, 
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shall  not  be  made  during  ihe  present  session  of 
Congress,  the  President  of  the  United  States  may. 
and  He  is  hereby  empowered  to  make  sucb  appoiat- 
meots  during  toe  recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granting 
GommifisioDS,  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their 
next  session ;  but  new  appointments  shall  not  be  ne- 
cessary to  be  made  to  any  of  the  offices  heretofore 
established. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  it 
Ghall  and  may  be  lawful  to  makeentty  of  any  ship 
Ot  vessel,  which  shall  arri»e  from  any  foreign  port 
or  place  within  the  United  States,  or  of  the  cargo 
on  board  such  ship  ot  resset,  elsewhere  than  at  one 
of  the  ports  of  entry  hereinbefore  established,  nor 
to  unlaoe  the  said  cargo,  or  any  part  thereof,  else- 
where than  at  one  of  the  ports  of  deliTery  herein 
established.  Provided  alieav*.  That  every  port 
of  entry  shall  be  also  a  port  of  de!i?ery ;  AtuI  pro- 
vided fitrther,  That  none  but  ships  oTvesads  of  (hfl 
United  States  shall  be  admitted  to  unlade  at  any 
other  than  the  ports  following,  lo  wit :  Portsmouth, 
in  New  Hampshire;  Portland  and  Falmouth,  New 
Bedford,  Digdton,  Salem  and  Beverly,  Gloucester. 
Newburyport,  Marblehead,  Nantucket,  Boston  and 
Charlestown,  Plymouth,  Bath,  Frenchman's  bay, 
Wiscastet,  Idachias.  and  Penobscot,  io  the  State 
of  Massachusetts;  Newport  aod  Providence,  in 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations ;  New  London  and  New  Haven,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut ;  New  York,  in  the  State  of 
New  York;  Perth  Amboy  and  Burlington,  in  the 
Slate  of  New  Jersey;  Philadelphia,  in  theStateof 
Pennsy^lvauia ;  Wumington,  Newcastle,  and  Port 
Penn,  in  the  Slate  of  Delaware ;  Baltimore,  An- 
napolis, Viean a,  Oxford,  QeoMretown  on  Potomac, 
Chestertown,  Town  Creek,  Nottingham,  Nanje- 
moy.  Digges's  Landing,  Snowhill,  and  Carrols- 
burg,  in  tne  State  of  Maryland;  Alexandria^in- 
sale.  Newport,  Tappahannock,  Port  Royal,  Fred- 
ericKsburgb,  Urbanna,  Yorktown,  West  Point, 
Hampton,  Bermuda  Hundred,  City  Point,  Rock- 
ett'sIianding,NoifDlk,and  Portsmouth, in  the  State 
of  Virginia;    Wilmington,  Newbem,    Beaufort, 


ineithef  of  the  porta  of  Savannah,  Sunbury.Bruin- 
wick,  Fredericka,  and  Sl  Mary's,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia;  oi  to  make  entry  in  any  other  district  than 
in  the  one  in  which  they  shall  be  so  admitted  to 
unlade.  Andpromded,liuUi/,'Fhainoibifotv&^ 
kI  arriving  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  from 
any  place  Myond  the  same,  shall  be  admitted  to 
make  entry  at  any  other  than  the  ports  following, 
to  wit :  Portsmouth,  in  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire ;   Boston  and  Charlestown,  Newburyport, 


}  New  London 
and  New  Haven,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut; 
New  York,  in  the  State  of  New  York;  Perth 
Am  boy,  in  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey  ;  Philadelphia, 
inthe  State  of  Pennsylvania;  Wilmington,  in  the 
State  of  Delaware;  Baltimore,  Annapolis,  and 
Georgetown,  in  the  State  of  Maryland  j  Alexan- 


dria, Norfolk,  and  Portsmonib,  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia; Wilmington,  Newbetn,  Washington,  and 
EdeDtoUiin  the  State  of  Notih  Carolina;  Charles- 
ion,  Georgetown,  and  Beaufort,  in  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  ;  and  Sunhurr,  and  Savannah,  in 
the  State  of  Georgia.  Proaded,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  prevent  the  master  or  com- 
mander of  any  ship  or  vessel  from  making  entrv 
with  the  collector  of  any  district  in  wliich  sucn 
ship  or  vessel  may  be  owned,  or  from  wbich  she 
may  have  sailed  on  the  voyage  from  which  she 
shall  then  have  returned.  Provided  ai»o.  That  if 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  shall  see  fit  to 
establish  a  port  of  delivery  at  Shell  Castle,  or  B««- 
coh  Island,  near  Ocracoke  inlet,  and  to  appoint  a 
surveyor  to  reside  thereai,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  master  or  commander  of  every  ship  or  vessel 
coming  in  at  Ocracoke  inlet,  and  intendinj 


lade  her  cargo,  or  any  part  thereof,  at  any  pott 

:.    _  ...    .1. . r   .L ijj    jnlpt^  „ 

lar  be  esta 
biished  as  aforesaid  and  there  exhibit  like  repmts 


connected  wiih  the  waters  of  Ihe  said  i 
come  toat  the  pori  of  delivery  which  mar  be  esta- 


and  manifests,  and  perform  all  other  duties  re- 
quired by  this  act  of  masters  of  vessels  vphea  arriv- 
ing at  a  port  of  entry  in  the  United  States;  but 
no  duties  shall  be  paid  or  secured  at  the  said  poK 
of  delivery:  and  ihe  surveyor  who  may  be  ap- 
poinled  to  reside  at  the  said  port  of  delivery  sfaail, 
m  addition  to  other  powers  and  duties  granted  and 
prescribed  to  surveyors  by  ibis  act,  superintend  the 
unlading  and  diBchatge  of  all  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  from  the  vessels  in  which  the  same 
may  be  imported,  into. the  lighters  or  coasting 
vessels,  which  may  be  employed  in  the  transport- 
ation of  said  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  to 
any  port  of  entry  or  delivery  connected  with  the 
said  Ocracoke  inlet ;  and  all  goods,  wares,  ot  nur- 
cbandise,  which  shall  be  so  unladen  into  liehios 
or  coasting  vessels,  shall  and  maybe  seciu«a  with 
the  necessary  locks,  or  msienings,  or  under  the 
seal  of  the  said  surveyor,  and  shall  be  accompan- 
ied with  permits,  describing  the  said  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  the  veiisel  in  which  impotioL 
the  persona  to  whom  belonging,  and  the  port  of 
entry  or  delivery  to  which  destined.  And  the  mas- 
ters 01  commanders  of  all  lighters  or  eoastmg 
vesaelswbo  shall  receive  goods,  wares,  or  naercban- 
dise,  to  be  transported  as  aforesaid,  shall  gire  inp- 
licate  receipts,  describing  the  casKs  or  packages, 
containing  the  !iame;  and  in  case  any  goods,  warei 
or  merchandise,  transported  under  permit^  and 
for  which  receipts  shall  have  been  given  as  afon- 
said,  shall  not  be  transported  and  delivered  to  tke 
collector  or  surveyor  of  the  port  of  entry  or  di- 
livery,  to  which  the  same  shall  be  consigned  by 
the  permits  aforesaid,  the  dangers  of  the  seas  W 
unavoidable  accidents  only  excepted,  or  if  anr 
lock,  faEtening,  or  seal,  placed  on  the  said  goodi 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  broken  ordestroT- 
ed,  the  lighter  or  vessel  emploved  in  transportia^ 
the  same  shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  master  therac 


be  the  duty  of  the  surveyor,  who  may  be  appotBad 
10  reside  at  the  port  of  Shell  Castle  or  Beacon  Id- 
and,  to  endotEC  on  the  original  manifesU  of  veadi 
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arriving  at  said  port,  all  deliveries  which  may  be 
made  as  aforesaid,  to  the  masters  of  lighters  or 
coasting  resseh  as  aforesaid  j  which  maDifests  shall 
be  exbibiled  lo  the  colleclor  of  the  interior  port 
of  eatry.to  which  such  vessels  may  be  destined, 
where  like  entries  shaJl  be  made  aod  like  proceed- 
ings had,  as  are  required  by  the  general  regula- 
tions and  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  ibe 
master  or  commander  of  everv  ship  or  vessel 
bound  to  a  port  of  delivery  only,  in  any  of  the 
foUovring  districts,  to  wit  :  PortlaDd  and  Fal- 
mouth, except  the  ports  of  North  Yarmouth, 
Freeport,  and  Harpsweli ;  Bath,  except  the  ports 
of  Cieorgetown  and  Brunswick ;  Newburyport, 
New  London,  except  the  port  of  Stoaingtoo ; 
MiddletowD,  except  the  ports  of  Lyme,  Saybrook, 
Killingsworth,  Haddam,  and  EastHaddam;  Nor- 
folk  and  Portsmouth,  Bermuda  Hundred,  or  City 
Paiol,  Yorktown,  Tap pahan nock,  except  the  port 
of  Urbanna,  or  Edenton,  shall  first  come  to.  at 
the  port  of  entry  of  such  district,  with  his  ship 
or  vessel,  and  there  make  report  and  entry  in 
wntiog,  and  pay,  or  secure  lo  be  paid,  all  legal 
daties,  port  fees  and  charges,  in  manner  provided 
by  this  act,  before  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  proceed 
to  ba  port  of  delivery;  and  that  any  ship  or  res' 
sel  bound  to  a  port  of  delivery  in  any  district, 
other  than  those  above  mentioned,  or  to  either  of 
the  ports  of  delivery  above  mentioned,  may  first 
proceed  to  her  pott  of  delivery,  and  afterwards 
make  report  and  entry  within  the  lime  by  this 
act  limited  ;  and  the  master  of  every  vessel  arri- 
ving from  a  foreign  port,  or  havios  goods  on 
board,  of  which  the  duties  have  not  been  paid  or 
secured,  and  bound  to  any  port  on  the  Connecti- 
cut river,  shall  take  an  iospecior  on  board  at  Say- 
brook,  before  proceeding  to  such  port;  aod  if  any 
master  of  a  ship  or  vessel  shall  proceed  to  a  port 
of  delivery,  contrary  to  the  directions  aforesaid, 
he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  five  hundred  dollars,  lo  be 
recovered  with  costs  of  suit;  that  the  master  or 
commander  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  bound  to  any 
dislrici  in  Connecticut,  through,  or  by  liie  way  of 
Sandy  Hook,  shall,  before  he  pass  by  the  port  of 
New  York,  and  immediately  atler  his  arrival,  de- 
posiie  with  the  collector  far  the  district  of  New 
York,  a  trae  manifest  of  the  cargo  on  board  such 
ship  or  vessel ;  if  bound  to  the  district  of  Hud- 
son, shall,  before  hepass  by  theporiof  New  York, 
and  imiDedialely  after  his  arrival,  deposile  with 
the  collector  thereof  a  tike  manifest;  if  bound  to 
the  district  of  Burlington,  shallj  before  he  pass  by 
the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  immediately  after 
hi.'*  arrival,  depoaite  witn  the  collector  thereof  a 
like  manifest ;  if  bound  to  the  district  of  Notting- 
ham, shall,  before  he  pass  by  the  port  of  Town 
Creek,  aad  immediately  after  his  arrival,  deposite 
with  the  surveyor  of  said  port,  a  like  manifest ; 
if  bound  to  the  district  of  Tappahannock,  shall, 
before  be  pass  by  the  port  of  Uroanna,  and  in 
diately  after  his  arrival,  deposite  with  the  sur 
or  of  that  port,  a  like  manifest ;  if  bound  Ii 
district  of  Bermuda  Hundred  and  Oily  Point, 
shall,  on  his  arrival  in  Hampton  Road,  or  al  Se- 
wall's  Point  and  immediately  after  such  arrival, 


deposite  with  the  collector  of  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
mouth, or  with  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Hamp- 
ton, a  like  manifest;  and  if  bound  to  the  district 
of  South  Quay,  shall,  before  be  pass  by  the  port 
of  Edenton,  and  immediately  after  bis  arrival,  de- 
loaiCe  with  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Edenton  a 
ike  manifest ;  aod  the  said  collectors  and  survejr- 
TS, respectively,  shall,  after  regif^teriog  the  mani- 
fests,  transmit  the  same,  duly  certified  to  have  been 
so  deposited,  to  the  officer  with  whom  the  entries 
are  to  be  made ;  and  the  said  collectors  and  sur- 
veyors, respectively,  may,  whenever  they  judge 
it  to  be  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  revenue, 
put  an  inspector  of  the  eusloms  on  board  any 
ship  or  vessel  as  aforesaid,  to  accompany  the  same 
until  her  arrival  at  the  first  port  of  entry  or  deliv- 
ery, in  the  district  to  which  such  ship  or  vessel 
may  be  destined ;  and  if  the  master  or  comman- 
der of  any  stup  or  vessel  shall  neglect  or  omit  to 
denosiie  a  manifest  in  manner  aforesaid,  oi  shall 
refuse  to  receive  an  inspector  of  the  customs  on 
board,  as  the  case  shall  require,  he  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with 
costs  of  suit,  one  half  for  the  use  at  the  officer 
with  whom  such  manifest  ought  to  have  been  de- 
posited, and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  col- 
lector of  the  district  io  which  the  said  ship  or 
vessel  may  be  bouod  ;  Provided,  That  if  the  man- 
ifest shall,  in  either  of  the  above  cases,  have  been 
previously  delivered  to  any  officer  of  the  customs, 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  hereinafter  to  be  made 
in  that  behalf,  the  depositing  of  a  manifest  as 
aforesaid  shall  not  be  necessary. 

Sec,  20.  And  be  it  further  emcUd,  That  all  of- 
ficers and  persons  to  be  appointed  pursuant  lo  this 
act,  before  they  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  re- 
spective offices,  shall  severally  take  and  subscribe 
an  oath  or  affirmation,  diligently  and  faithfully  to 
execute  the  duties  of  their  said  offices,  respective- 
ly, which  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  of  tne  form 
and  tenor  following,  to  wit : 

I  (A.  B.)  having  been  appointed  (collector  oi 
other  officer,  as  the  case  may  be,)  of  the  (district 
or  port  of,)  (do  solemnly,  sincerely  and  truly 
(swear  or  affirm,)  that  I  will  diligently  and  faith- 
fully execute  the  duties  of  the  said  office  of 

and  will  use  the  best  of  my  endeavors  to  prevent 
and  detect  frauds  in  relation  to  the  duties  imposed 
by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  ;  I  further 
(swear  or  affirm)  that  I  will  support  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  Stales. 

(Sworn  or  affirmed,)  and  subscribed,  this  ^^ 
day  of ,  before  me, . 

And  the  oath  or  affirmation  aforesaid,  if  taken 
by  a  collector,  may  be  laken  before  any  magis- 
trate authorized  lo  administer  onths  within  the 
district  to  which  he  belongs ;  but  if  laken  by  an- 
other officer,  shall  be  taken  before  the  collector  of 
bis  district;  and  being  certified  under  the  hand 
aod  seal  of  the  person  by  whom  the  same  shall 
have  been  administered,  shall,  within  three  mouiba 
thereafter,  be  iransroiited  to  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury  ;  in  default  of  taking  of  which  oath, 
or  transmitting  a  certificate  thereof,  the  party 
failing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  two  hundred  dollars. 
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competent  juriadiciioa,  to  the  aseof  the  Uaited 
States. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the 
sereral  officera  of  the  customs  sliall  respectively 
perfonn  the  duties  followinff,  to  wit :  At  such  of 
the  ports  to  which  there  shall  be  appointed  a  col- 
lector, naTal  officer,  and  surveyor,  the  collector 
shall  receive  all  reports,  maoifests,  and  documentG, 
to  be  made  or  exhibited  on  tbe  entry  of  s.n^  ship 
or  vessel,  accordioff  to  tbe  r^ulations  of  this  act ; 
shall  record,  in  books,  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose, 
all  msnifests;  ahsll  recei         '  ■       ^     •' 

ships  or  vessels  and  of  the 

the  naval 

where  there  is  none,  estimate  the  emouot  of  thi 
duties  payable  thereupon,  endorsing  the  said 
Bmoant  upon  therespectjve  entries  ;  snail  receive 
all  moneys  paid  for  duties,  and  take  all  bonds  for 
securing  the  payment  thereof;  shall  grant  all  per- 
mits  far  the  unlading  and  delivery  of  goods ; 
shall,  with  the  approtetton  of  the  principal  offi- 
cer of  the  Treasury  Department,  employ  proper 
persons  as  weighers,  eangets,  measurers,  and  in- 
spectors, at  the  several  ports  within  his  district; 
and  also,  with  the  like  approbation,  provide,  at 
the  public  expense,  store-houses  for  tbe  safe  keep- 
ing of  goods,  and  such  scales,  weights,  and  meas- 
nres,  as  may  be  necessary  ■,  the  naval  officer  shall 
receive  copies  of  all  manifests  and  entries,  and 
■hall,  toEether  with  the  collector,  estimate  the  du- 
ties on  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  subject 
to  duty,  (and  do  duties  shall  he  received  without 
such  eatimate,^  and  shall  keep  a  separate  record 
thereof,  and  snail  countersign  all  permits,  clear- 
ances, certificates,  debentures,  and  other  docu- 
ments, to  be  granted  by  the  collector ;  he  shall 
also  examine  the  collector's  abstracts  of  duties, 
and  other  acconuts  of  receipts,  bonds,  and  expen- 
ditnies,  and  if  found  right,  he  sfaatl  certify  the 

The  surveyor  shall  superintend  and  direct  all 
insnectors,weighers,  measurers,  and  gangers,  with- 
in his  port ;  and  shall,  once  every  week,  report  to 
tbe  collector,  the  name  or  names'  of  sncn  inspect- 
ors, weighers,  gsugerx,  or  measurers,  as  may  be 
absent  from,  or  neglect  to  do,  their  duty,  shall 
Tisit  or  inspect  tbe  ships  or  vessels  which  arrive 
therein,  and  shall  make  a  return,  in  writing,  every 
morning,  to  the  collector,  if  any,  at  the  port  where 
he  resides,  of  all  vessels  which  shall  have  arrived 
from  foreign  ports  or  places  the  preceding  day, 
specifying  the  names  and  denominations  of  the 
Teasels,  the  masters'  names,  from  whence  arrived, 
whether  laden  or  in  ballast,  whether  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  or  to  what  other  nation  belong- 
ing, and  if  American  vessels,  whether  the  masters 
thereof  have  or  have  not  complied  with  the  law, 
in  having  the  required  number  of  manifests  of  ihe 
cargo  on  board,  agreeing,  in  substance,  with  tbe 
provisions  made  necessary  by  this  act,  and  shall 
nave  power,  and  is  hereby  required,  to  put  on 
board  each  of  such  vessels,  one  or  more  inspectors, 
immediately  af^r  their  arrival  in  his  port :  the 
surveyor  shall  also  asc^tain  the  proof,  quantities, 
and  luods  of  distilled  spirits  imported,  rating  such 


spirits  according  to  their  respective  degrees  of 
proof,  as  deGned  bv  tbe  laws  imposine  duties  oa 
spirits ;  he  shall  likewise  examine  an^  ascertiin 
the  qualilv,  kind,  and  quantilv,  of  all  wines  im- 
ported ;  a^o  the  quantitv  and  kind  of  all  lev  aod 
sugars  imported ;  and  shall  grant  cerliGcaies  for 
the  said  spirits,  wines,  and  teas,  and  make  rclumi 
thereof,  in  manner  hereafter  provided.  He  shall 
also  examine  whether  the  goods  imported  in  any 
ship  or  vessel,  and  the  deuTcries  thereof,  agice- 
ably  to  the  inspector's  returns  thereof,  corr^pond 
with  the  permits  for  landing  the  same  ;  and  if  say 


any  there  be.  The  surveyor  shall  also  superia- 
tend  the  lading,  for  exportation,  of  all  goods  en- 
tered for  tbe  benefit  of  any  drawback,  bounty,  or 
allowance,  and  shall  examine  and  report  wheibn 
Ihe  kind,  qnantity,  and  quality  of  Ibe  goods.  » 
laden  on  board  any  vessel  for  ezportBlion,  corre- 
spond with  the  entries  and  permits  granted  there- 
for: he  shall  also,  from  time  to  time,  and  panin- 
larly  on  the  first  Mondays  in  January  and  Jnh, 
in  each  year,  examine  and  try  the  weighto,  raea.^ 
ures,  and  other  instruments,  used  in  aacertainin; 
the  duties  on  imports,  with  standards  to  be  pro- 
vided by  each  coUecior,  at  the  public  expense.  fi>i 
that  purpose;  and  where  disagreements  or  erron 
are  discovered,  he  shall  report  the  same  to  tbe 
collector,  and  obey  and  execute  such  directinnsas 
be  may  receive  for  correcting  thereof,  agreeatty 
to  the  standards  aforesaid ;  and  tbe  said  surveyu 
shall,  in  all  cases,  be  subject  to  tbe  directioa  of 
the  collector.  And  at  ports  to  which  a  coUeew 
and  surveyor  only  are  assigned,  the  said  coUrenr 
shall  solely  execute  all  the  duties  in  which  tbe  co- 
operation of  the  naval  officer  is  requisite,  at  tk 
Grls  where  a  naval  officer  is  appointed ;  which 
shall  also  do  in  case  of  the  disability  or  dwh 
of  the  naval  officer,  un"  ' 


the  hand  and  seal  of  the  naval  officer,  ivha  in  thai 
case,  shall  continue  to  act,  until  an  appointment 
shall  take  place.  And,  at  the  ports  to  which  a 
collector  only  is  assigned,  sncn  coUeelor  ihall 
solely  execute  all  the  duties  in  which  tbe  co-o^ 
ration  of  the  naval  officer  is  requisite,  as  aforesaid : 
and  shall  also,  as  far  as  may  be,  poform  all  tkf 
duties  prescribed  to  the  surveyors  at  the  pon.- 
where  such  officers  are  established.  And  at  ibt 
ports  to  which  surveyors  only  are  assigned,  erm 
such  surveyor  shall  perform  all  the  duties  heim- 
before  enjoined  upon  surveyOTS ;  and  shall  ^ 
receive  and  record  the  copies  of  all  aiaiiif<?t! 
which  shall  be  transmitted  to  him  by  tbe  colleei- 
or  ;  shall  record  all  permits  granted  by  such  mi- 
lt ctor,  distinguishing  the  gauge,  wnght,  measure, 
and  quality,  of  tbe  goods  specified  therein,  aa^ 
shall  lake  care  that  no  goods  be  unladen  or  debi- 
ered,  from  any  ship  or  vessel,  withoui  a  [oopei 
permit  for  that  purnose.  Andaisucb  ports  of  de 
livery  only  to  whico  no  surveyor  is  assigned.  -' 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  eoUeclor  of  the  dtsiricLK- 
casionally,  and  from  time  to  tim^  to  empJor  • 
proper  person  or  pei3ons,_to  do  the  duties  ofa  ^ 
veyor,  who  shall  be  ei 


DtiUed  to  the  like  compeB* 
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ticn  wiih  iDspeeton,  darmff  the  lime  thef  shall 
be  employed.  And  ihe  raid  collectors,  naval  offi- 
cen,  aod  surveyors,  shall,  respecdTcly,  aiiend,  in 
peisOD,  at  the  ports  to  which  toey  are  rFspeelively 
aBsifned;  and  shall  keep  &ir  and  true  accoants 
and  records  of  all  [heir  transactions,  as  officers  of 
the  customs,  io  Rich  nuDuer  and  form  as  may,  from 
time  totime,  be  directed  by  thepropeidepartmeDt, 
■  or  officer  having  the  saperintendence  of  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenae  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
shall,  at  all  limn,  sabniit  their  books,  papers,  and 
Mconnis,  to  the  iiupection  of  stieb  persons  a*  may 
be  appointed  for  that  pnrpoa*  ;  and  the  said  col- 
lector  shall,  at  all  times,  pay  to  the  ord*r  of  the 
officer,  who  shall  be  anthorized  to  direct  the  pay- 
ment thereof^  the  whole  of  the  moneys  which  they 
may  respeetively,  receive  bv  rirtae  of  this  act, 
fsucD  moneys  as  they  are  otnerwise,  bv  this  act, 
directed  to  pay  only  eicepted,)  and  shall,  once  in 
everf  three  mouthy  or  oftener  if  they  shall  be 
required,  tnusm it  their  aecouots,  for  settlement, 
to  the  omeer  or  officers  whose  dnty  it  shall  be  to 
make  such  seltlesuBt ;  and  if  any  collector,  naval 
officer,  or  snrveyor,  shall  omit  to  keep  fair  and 
troe  accounts,  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  refuse  to  sub- 
mil,  forthwith,  their  books,  papers  and  accounts, 
to  inspeelioa,  as  aforesaJd  ;  or  if  auy  collector  shall 
onut  01  refuse  to  render  his  accounts  for  settle- 
ment, for  a  term  exceeding  three  monihs  af^er  the 
aame  shall  have  been  reqnired  by  the  proper  officer, 
in  each  and  every  such  case,  the  delinquent  officer 
shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
Stales,  one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  recovered,  with 

Sec  33.  And  ba  -UfiirlKer  enacUd,  That  every 
collector,  naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  in  cases  of 
occasional  and  necessary  absence  or  sickness,  and 
not  otherwise,  may,  respectively,  exercise  and  per- 
form their  aeveral  fnnctions.  powers,  and  duties, 
by  depniy,  duly  constitntea  under  their  bands 
and  sals,  respectively,  for  whom,  in  the  execution 
of  their  trust,  tbey  sbalL  respectively,  be  answer- 
able: that,  in  case  of  the  dlnbility  or  death  of 
■  collector,  the  duties  and  authorities  vested  in 
bim  ehall  devolve  cm  hi*  deputy,  if  any  there  be, 
at  the  time  of  such  disability  or  death,  for  whose 
eoadnct  the  estate  of  such  disabled  or  deceased 
collector  shall  be  liable ;  and  in  defect  of  a  depu- 
ty, the  said  aatborities  and  duties  shall  devolve 
upon  the  naval  officer  of  the  same  district,  if  any 
there  be;  and  if  tbere  be  no  naval  officer,  upon 
the  surveyor  of  the  port,appoiD(ed  for  the  residence 
of  such  disabled  or  deceased  collector,  if  any  there 
be,  and,  if  none,  upon  the  surveyor  of  the  port 
nearest  thereto,  and  wiihin  the  said  district.  And 
in  every  case  of  the  disability  or  death  of  a  sur- 
veyor, II  shall  be  lawful  for  tbe  collector  of  the 
district  to  nominate  some  fit  person  to  perform 
his  duties,  and  exercise  his  authorities  ;  and  tbe 
■nthorities  of  the  persons  who  may  be  empow- 
ered to  act  in  the  stead  of  those  who  may  be  dis- 
abled or  dead,  shall  contioue  until  successors  shall 
be  duly  appointed,  and  ready  to  enter  upon  tbe 
execution  of  their  respective  offices.- 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  JwlAtr  enacted,  That  no 
goods,  wares,  or  raefchandisegshallbe  brought  into 


the  United  States,  ttom  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
in  any  ship  ot  vessel,  belonging  in  the  whole  or  in 
part  CO  a  citizen  or  citizens,  iohabitaiii  or  inhabi- 
tants, of  the  United  States,  unless  the  master,  or 
person  having  the  charge  or  command  of  such 
ship  or  vessel,  shall  have  on  board  a  manifest  or 
manifests,  in  writing,  signed  by  such  master  or 
other  person,  containing  the  name  or  names  of 
tbe  pan  or  ports,  [dace  or  places,  where  the  goods 
in  such  manifest  or  manifests  mentioned,  shall 
have  been  respeetively  taken  on  hoard,  and  the 
port  or  ports,  place  or  places,  within  the  United 
States,  for  wbich  the  rame  are  respectively  con- 
signed or  destined,  particularly  noting  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchaadiie,  destined  for  esch  port  or 
place,  respectively,  and  the  name,  description  and 
Duitd,  of  such  ship  or  vesseL  and  the  true  admea»- 
uremeol  or  tonofve  thereol,  the  port  or  place  to 
wbich  such  vessel  belongs,  with  tbe  name  or  names 
of  e«eh  owner,  according  to  the  register  of  the 
same,  together  with  the  name  of  the  masten 
or  other  person  having  the  charge  or  command 
of  sneh  ship,  or  vessel,  and  a  josi  and  perticnlttr 
account  of  all  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
BO  laden  or  labca  on  board,  whether  in  packages 
or  stowed  loose,  of  any  kind  or  nature  whatso- 
ever, together  with  lbs  marks  and  numbers,  as 
matxed  on  each  i>acka^  and  the  number  or  quan- 
tity and  description  ot  tbe  packages,  in  words  at 
length, whether  leaguer,  pipe,  butt,  puncheon,  hoga- 
bead,  binel,  keg,  case,  bale,  pack,  truss,  chest,  box, 
band-box,  bundle,  parcel,  cask,  or  pacfca^  of  any 
kind  or  sort,  describing  the  same  by  its  usnd 
name  or  denomination ;  together  with  the  name 
or  names,  of  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  the 
same  are  respectively  consigned,  agreeably  to  the 
bills  of  lading  signed  for  the  same,  unless  when 
tbe  said  goods  are  consigned  to  order,  when  it 
shall  be  so  expressed  in  the  said  manifest  or  man-- 
ifests ;  together  with  the  name  or  names  of  the 
several  passengers  on  board  the  said  ship  or  vessel, 
distiuguitbing  whether  cabin  or  steerage  passen- 
gers, or  hoih,  with  their  baggage,  specifying  th« 
number  and  description  of  packages  belonging  to 
each  respectively,  together  with  an  account  of 
the  remaining  sea  stores  if  any.  And  the  form  oi 
a  manifest  for  goods  and  mercnandise,  imported  ia 
a  vessel  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  as  follows, 

R«port  aiHl  manifest  of  the  cargo  laden  on  board 
of  the  [here  insert  the  denomination  and  name  of 
the  vessel]  whereof,  [insert  the  master's  name]  ia 
master,  which  cargo  was  taken  oo  board  at  [here 
insert  the  port  or  pons,  place  oi  placet,  at  whieb 

the  cargo  wa*  laden]  burden  tons,  built  at 

— — ,  in  the  State  of ——.and  owned  by mer- 
chants at [inserting  the  tonnage,  where  built, 

by  whom  owned,  and  tne  place  or  places  of  resi- 
dence, as  particauily  detailed  in  the  certificate  of 
registry)  as  per  register  granted  at [here  in- 
sert the  port  or  place]  the  [here  Insert  the  day  of 
the  month,  and  year  when  granted]  and  boaad  foe 
[here  insert  the  name  of  tbe  port  or  place  where 
bound  to.] 
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Retunud  Cargo. 

[If  anjr  articles  of  the  outward  cargo  are  brougli 

back,  they  are  to  be  detailed,  specifyiog  by  whom 

shipped  outward,  &nd  to  whom  cooiigned  id  ward,] 

Betum  qfpatKnf:er»  and  ofjMckaget  belonging 
to  them  retpecttvtly. 
[Heie  insert  the  names  of  the  passengers  and 
wnetber  cabin  or  sieemge  passenger^,  with  the 
description  and  number  of  packages  contaiaiug 
their  baggage,  or  the  tools  or  implemeuisof  ame- 
ehanical  trade.] 

Vettel  and  cabin  ttoret, 

[Here  detail  what  are  remaining.] 

And  if  merchandise  shall  be  imported,  destined 
to  be  delirered  in  different  districti  or  ports,  the 
qtuntities  and  packages  so  destined  to  be  deliver- 
ed shall  be  inserted  in  successive  order  in  the 
manifest  as  aforesaid;  and  all  spirits,  wines,  and 
teas,  constttating  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the 
cargo  of  any  vessel,  shall  also  be  inserted  in  sue- 
eessLTe  order,  distinguishing  the  ports  to  which 
the  same  may  be  destined,  and  the  kinds,  quali- 
ties and  quantities  thereof;  and  if  merchandise 
■hall  be  imported  by  citizens  or  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,  in  vessels  other  than  the  United 
States,  the  manifests  shall  be  of  the  form,  and 
shall  contain  the  particulars  aforesaid,  except  that 
said  vessels  shall  be  described  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing, viz ; 

Report  audmanifest  of  the  cargo  laden  on  board 
the  fhere  in«ert  the  denomination  and  name  of 
the  vessel  and  the  port  to  which  she  belongs] 
whereof  [here  insert  the  master's  name,  and  whe- 
ther or  not  master  during  the  voyage]  burden 
fhere  insert  the  nation  where  built]  bound  to  [here 
insert  the  port  or  ports  of  destination]  which 
cargo  was  taken  on  board  at  [here  insert  the  port 
or  port!  where  laden.] 

Seo.24.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  if  any 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  shall  be  imported 
or  brought  into  the  United  States  in  any  ship  or 
Tessel  whatever,  belonging  in  the  whole  or  in 
port  to  a  citizen  or  citizens,  inhabitant  or  Inhab- 
itants of  the  United  States,  from  any  foreign  port 
or  place,  without  having  a  manifest  or  manirests 
on  Doard,  agreeably  to  the  directions  in  the  fore- 

Kiikg  section,  or  which  shall  not  be  included  or 
scribed  therein,  or  shall  not  agree  therewith, 
in  every  snch  case  the  master,  or  other  person 
having  the  charge  or  command  of  such  ship  or 
Tetsd,  shall  forfeit  and  par  a  sum  of  moneyequal 
—  "^        '■■      '       '    goods,  not  included  in  such 


>  the  value  of  such  goo 


manifest  or  manifests,  and  all  snch  merchandiw. 
not  mcluded  in  the  manifeitt,  belonging  or  con- 
signed to  the  master,  mate,  officers,  or  crew  of  socb 
ship  or  vessel  shall  be  forfeited:  Provided  ai- 
wajw.  That,  if  it  shall  be  made  appear  to  the  aiii- 
factioo  of  the  collector,  naval  officer,  and  sarrev' 
or,  or  to  the  major  part  of  them,  where  ihoseoffi- 
cers  are  established  at  any  port,  or  to  the  aiis&c- 
tion  of  the  collector  alone,  where  either  of  the 
other  of  the  said  officers  are  not  established,  at  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  court  in  which  a  trial  shall 
be  had  concerning  such  forfeiture,  that  no  part  oi 
the  cargo  of  such  ship  or  vessel  had  been  nnthip- 
ped,  afYer  it  was  taken  on  board,  eseepi  snch  a> 
shall  have  been  paritcnlarly  specified  and  ac- 
counted for,  in  the  report  of  the  master  or  othei 
person  having  the  cnarge  or  command  of  sut^ 
ship  or  vessel,  and  that  the  manifests  had  been  loei 
or  mislaid,  without  fraud  or  collusion,  or  that  ib« 
same  was  or  were  defaced  by  accident,  or  incor- 
rect by  mistake,  in  every  such  case  the  forfeitnit 
aforesaid  shall  not  be  incurred. 

Sbc.  25.  And  be  itfitriher  enacted.  That  erety 
master  or  other  person,  having  the  charge  or  com- 
mand of  any  ship  or  veas^  belonging  in  the 
whole  or  in  part  to  a  citizen  or  citizens,  inhabit- 
ant or  inhabitants,  of  the  United  Statt's,  laden  with 
goods  as  aforesaid,  and  bound  to  any  port  or  place 
m  the  United  States,  shall,  on  his  arrival  within 
four  leagues  of  the  coast  thereof,  or  within  any  of 
the  bays,  harbors,  ports,  rivers,  creeks,  or  ioleia 
thereof,  upon  demand,  produce  the  manifest  at 
manifests,  in  writing,  which  snch  master  or  other 
person  is  required  as  aforesaid  to  have  on  bc«rd 
bis  said  ship  or  vessel,  to  such  officer  or  cAcers  i>f 
the  customs,  as  shall  first  come  on  board  his  said 
ship  or  vessel,  for  bis  or  their  inspection,  and  shall 
deliver  (o  each  officer  or  officers  a  true  copy  oi 
copies  thereof,  (which  copv  or  copies  shall  be  pro- 
vided and  sulracribed  by  the  said  master  or  oihcr 
person  having  the  charge  or  command  of  lacb 
ship  or  vessel,)  and  the  officer  or  officers,  to  whom 
the  original  manifest  or  manifests  shall  have  been 
BO  produced,  shall  respectively  certify  npon  ik< 
bacE  thereof,  that  the  same  was  or  were  produced, 
and  the  day  and  year  on  which  the  same  was  at 
were  produced,  and  that  such  copy  or  conies  is 
aforesaid  was  or  were  to  him  or  them  ddUvoed, 
andbv  them  examined  with  the  original  manifest: 
and  snail  likewise  certify  upon  the  back  of  swh 
copy  or  copies,  the  day  and  year  on  which  the 
same  was  or  were  delivered,  and  shall  forthwiU 
transmit  such  copy  or  copies  to  the  respective  cc4- 
lectors  of  the  several  districts,  to  which  thegoodi 
by  such  manifest  or  manifests  shall  appear  re- 
spectively to  be  consigned  ;  and  that  the  said  mas- 
ter, or  other  person,  so  having  the  charge  or  com- 
mand of  anv  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall,  in  likt 
manner,  produce  to  the  officer  or  officers  of  iht 
customs  who  shall  first  come  on  board  such  sbi; 
or  vessel,  upon  her  arrival  within  the  limits  c;' 
any  district  of  the  United  States,  in  wliich  tht 
cargo,  or  any  part  thereof,  is  intended  to  be  dii- 
charged  or  landed,  for  his  or  their  inspection,  sod 
manifest  or  manifests  as  aforesaid  ;  and  shall  aU 
deliver  to  him  or  them  a  true  copy  or  copM 
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thereof,  (such  cop;  oi 

and  subscribed  hy  the  raid  niBSIer  or  other  pen 
baring  ihe  charce  or  command  of  aach  ship 
TesselJ)  the  proouction  of  which  said  manifest  or 
maoitests,  and  the  delivery  of  which  said  cop;  or 
copies  thereof,  shall  also  be  certified  by  the  said 
officer  OT  officers  of  the  customi  who  shall  so  firtl 
come  OD  board  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  on  her  airi' 
ral  within  the  limits  of  any  aoeh  dialrici,  upon 
the  bock  of  the  said  original  manifest  or  mani- 
fests, with  the  particular  day  and  year  when  inch 
maDJfest  or  manifests  was  or  were  produced  lo 
such  officer  or  officers,  and  when  he  or  they  so  re- 
ceired  the  aaid  copy  or  copies  thereof;  and  such 
officer  or  officers  is  and  are  hereby  required  forth- 
with to  transmit,  or  cause  to  be  transmitted,  the 
said  copy  or  copies  of  the  said  manifest  or  mani- 
festi  10  the  colteelor  of  that  dintrici;  and  the  said 
maatei,  or  perton,  haTing  Ihe  charge  or  command 
of  the  said  ship  oi  vessd,  shall  afterward  produce 
and  deliver  the  said  original  manifest  or  mani- 
fests BO  certified  to  the  said  collector ;  and  when 
any  mBoifest  shall  be  Drodneed,  upon  which  there 
shall  be  no  certificate  from  anv  officer  of  the  cu»- 
toms  as  before  mentioned,  tbe  master  or  com- 
mander producing  the  same  shall  be  required  to 
make  oath,  or  affirmation,  that  no  officer  has  ap- 
plied for,  and  that  no  endorsement  has  taken  place 
on  any  manifest  of  the  cargo  of  such  vessel :  Pro- 
videdahomfm,  That  nothing  herein  cODlained  shall 
be  construed  to  require  such  master,  or  other  per- 
son, having  the  charge  or  command  of  such  ship 
or  vessel,  the  delivery  of  more  than  one  copy  of 
each  manifest  to  the  officer  or  officers  aforesaid, 
who  shall  first  come  on  board  of  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel, within  four  leagues  of  the  coast  of  the  United 
Stales  aforesaid,  and  one  other  copy  to  such  offi- 
cer or  officers  as  shall  first  come  on  board  within 
the  limits  of  any  district,  for  which  the  cargo  of 
such  ship  or  verael,  or  some  part  thereof,  shall  he 
con:<igiied  or  destined,  or  shall  be  construed  to  re- 
quire the  delivery  of  any  such  copy  to  any  other 
officer ;  but  it  shall  be  sufficient  in  respect  to  any 
such  other  officer,  lo  produce  and  show  to  him  the 
said  original  manifest  or  manifests,  and  the  cer- 
tificate or  certificates  thereupon  ;  and  the  form  of 
the  certificate  aforesaid,  to  be  endorsed  on  an  oh- 
ginal  manifest,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit : 

I  (A.  B.)  certify  that  the  wiihm  manifest  was 
Ihie  day  prodticed  to  me  as  the  original  manifest 
of  the  cargo  on  board  the  [insert  the  denomina- 
tion and  name  of  the  vessel]  whereof  [insert  the 
Damp]  is  master,  from  [insert  the  port  last  from.] 
In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  signed  my 
name,  this day  of . 

And  the  form  of  the  certificate  aforesaid,  to  be 
endorsed  on  the  copy  of  a  manifest,  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit : 

I  (A.  B.}  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  with- 
in manifest,  produced  to  me  this  day  as  a  copy  of 
the  originsl  manifest  of  the  cargo  on  boara  the 
[insert  the  denomination  and  name  of  the  vessel] 
whereof  [insert  the  name]  is  master,  from  [insert 
the  port  last  from]  with  the  original,  and  find  the 
same  to  agree.  In  witness  whereof.  I  have  here- 
unto signed  my  name,  this  —— -^  day  of        ■— ■ 


Sec.  26.  And  be  itJvrUur  enacted.  Thai  if  the 
master  or  other  person  having  the  charge  or  com- 
mand of  any  ship  or  vessel,  laden  as  aforesaid,  and 
bonnd  to  any  pott  or  place  in  the  United  State^ 
shall  not  upon  his  arrival  within  four  leagues  of 
the  coast  thereof,  or  within  the  limits  of  any  dis- 
trict thereof,  where  the  cargo  of  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel, or  any  part  thereof,  is  intended  to  be  dis- 
charged, produce  such  manifest  or  manitests  as 
are  heretofore  required,  in  writing,  to  the  proper 
officer  or  officers  upon  demand  thereof,  and  also 
deliver  such  copy  or  copies  thereof  as  aforesaid, 
according  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  in  each  case, 
or  shall  not  give  an  account  of  the  true  destina- 
tion of  such  ship  or  vessel,  which  he  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  do,  upon  request  of  sneh  (£cer  or  offi- 
cers, or  shall  give  a  false  account  of  such  destina- 
tion, in  order  lo  evade  the  production  of  the  said 
manifest  or  manifests,  the  said  master  or  other 
person  having  the  charge  or  command  of  such 
ship  or  vessel,  shall  forfeit  for  every  snch  neglect, 
refusal,  or  offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  nun- 
dred  dollars;  and  if  sueh  officer  or  officers  first 
coming  on  board,  in  each  case,  within  the  distance 
or  limits  aforesaid,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  certi- 
fy on  the  back  of  such  manifest  or  manifests,  the 
production  thereof,  and  the  delivery  of  such  copy 
or  copies  respectively,  as  are  heretntefore  directed 
to  be  delivered  to  such  officer  or  officers ;  ever^ 
such  officer  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  the  sura  of  five  hundred  dollars.  And 
the  officer  or  officers  who  may  apply  to  the  mas- 
ter or  person  having  charge  or  command  of  any 
sDch  ship  or  vessel,  respecting  any  of  the  provi- 
sions in  this  and  the  foregoing  sections,  ana  who 
shall  not  receive  full  satisfaction  Lhereiii,BTe  here- 
by required  to  make  a  return  in  writing  of  the 
name  of  the  vessel  and  master  so  offending  in  any 
or  all  of  tbe  particulars  required,  immediately,  or 
as  soon  after  as  possiUe,  lo  the  collectorof  the  dis- 
trict to  which  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  consid- 
ered to  be  bound. 

Seo.  27.  And  be  Ufitrther  enacted,  That  if,  af- 
ter the  arrival  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  so  laden  with 
goods  as  aforesaid,  and  bound  to  the  United  States, 
within  the  limits  of  any  of  thedistrictxof  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  within  four  leaguesof  the  coast  [here- 
of, any  part  of  the  cargo  i^  such  ship  or  vessel 
shall  be  unladen  for  anv  purpose  whatever,  from 
out  of  snch  ship  or  vessel  as  aforesaid,  before  such 
ship  or  vessel  shall  come  to  the  proper  place  for 
the  discharge  of  her  cargo,  or  some  part  thereof, 
and  shall  be  there  duly  authorized  by  the  proper 
officer  or  officers  of  the  customs  lo  nnlade  the  same, 
the  master  or  other  person  having  the  charge  or 
command  of  sueh  ship  or  vessel,  and  the  mate,  or 
other  person  next  in  command,  shall  respectively 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  thousana  dollars, 
for  each  snch  offence,  and  the  goods,  wares,  ana 
merchandise,  so  unladen  and  unshipped,  shall  be 
forfeited  and  lost,  except  in  the  case  of  some  un- 
avoidable accident,  necessity,  or  distress  of  wea- 
ther i  of  which  unavoidable  accident,  necessity,  or 
distress,  ihe  master  or  other  person  having  the 
charge  or  command  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall 
give  notice  to,  and  together  with  two  or  more  of 
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the  officers  or  mariaen  (of  which  the  mate  or 
other  person  oext  io  command  shall  be  oae)  od 
board  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  make  proof  upoa 
oath  before  the  coUeclor.  or  other  chief  officer  of 
the  customs  of  the  di£trict  withia  the  limiis  of 
which  such  acoidenl,  necessiijr,  or  distress,  ^hall 
happen,  or  before  the  coUecior  or  other  chief  offi- 
cer of  the  first  district  of  the  United  States,  within 
the  limiiB  of  which  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  after- 
wards  arrive,  if  the  said  accident,  necessity,  or 
distress,  shall  have  happened  not  withia  the  Uioits 
of  any  district,  but  within  four  leagues  of  the  coast 
of  the  United  States,  which  oath  the  said  collec- 
tor, or  other  chief  officer,  is  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  administer. 

Sec.  28.  And  be  it  fitrlker  enacted,  Thtx  if  any 
EOOds,  wares,  aad  merchaDdise,  so  unladen  from  on 
hoard  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  be  put  or  re- 
ceived into  any  other  ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  except 
in  the  case  of  such  accideat,  necessity'  or  distress, 
as  aforesaid,  to  be  notified  and  proved  as  aforesaid, 
the  said  master  or  other  person  having  the  charge 
or  eommandof  any  such  chip,  voseL  or  boat,  into 
which  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  mentnandise,  shall 
be  so  put  and  received,  and  every  other  person 
aiding  and  assistiag  therein,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
treble  the  value  of  the  said  goods,  waree^  or  mer- 
chandise, and  the  ship,  boat,  or  vessel,  in  which 
they  shall  be  so  put,  shall  be  forfeited  and  lost. 

Seo.  39.  AnabeitfurtKerenactedjIhuiiaLav 
ship  or  vessel  which  snail  have  arrived  within  the 
limits  of  any  district  of  the  United  States,  from 
any  foreign  port  or  place,  shall  depart,  or  attempt 
10  depart  from  the  same,  unless  to  proceed  on  her 
way  to  some  more  interior  district  to  which  she 
may  be  bound,  before  report  or  entry  eiialt  iiave 
been  made  by  the  master  or  other  person  haviog 
the  charge  or  command  of  such  ship  or  vesseL 
with  the  collector  of  some  district  of  the  United 
States,  the  said  master  or  other  person  having 
such  cnarge  or  command,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  dollars;  and  it  shall  be  law- 
fttl  for  any  coUectoi.  naval  officer,  surveyor,  or 
commander  of  any  of  the  cutters  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, to  arrest  aud  bring  hack,  or  cause  to  be  ar- 
raated  and  brought  bacE,  such  ship  or  vessel,  to 
such  port  of  the  United  States  to  which  it  may 
be  most  conveniently  done.  Provided,  That  if  it 
shall  he  made  to  appear  by  the  oath  of  the  said 
master,  or  other  person  having  the  charge  or  com- 
mand of  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  of  the  person  next 
in  command,  or  other  sufficient  proof  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  collector  of  the  district,  within  which 
suoh  ship  or  vessel  shall  afterwards  come,  or  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  court  in  which  the  prosecution 
for  such  penalty  may  be  bad,  that  the  said  depart- 
ure or  attempt  to  depart,  was  occasioned  by  dis- 
tress of  weather,  pursuit  or  duress  of  enemies,  or 
other  necessity,  the  said  penalty  shall  not  be  in- 
Sec.  30.  And  be  it  further  enaeied,  That  with 
in  twenty-four  hours  af^r  the  arrival  of  any  ship 
or  vessel,  from  anv  foreign  port  or  place,  at  aoy 
port  of  the  United  States  established  by  law,  at 
which  an  officer  of  the  customs  reside),  or  within 
any  haibor,  inlet,  or  creek  thereof,  if  the  hours  of 


business  at  the  office  of  the  chief  officer  of  the 
customs  at  such  port  will  pomii,  or  as  soon  there- 
after as  the  said  uonrs  will  permit,  the  master,  ot 
other  person  having  the  charge  or  command  of 
such  ship  or  vesael,  shall  repair  to  the  said  office, 
and  shall  make  report  to  the  said  chief  officrr,  of 
the  arrival  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel ;  and  withia 
forty-eight  hours  afYer  such  arrival,  shall  make  a 
further  report  in  writing,  to  the  collector  of  the 
district,  wnieh  reportHhallbeia  the  form,  and  shall 
contain  all  the  partieotars  required  to  be  ioseitcd 
in  a  manifest,  as  the  caae  may  be;  and  the  aid 
master,  or  person  having  the  charge  or  command 
of  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  declare  to  the 
truth  of  such  report  or  manifest,  as  the  same  ought 
to  be  in  conformity  to  this  act ;  which  declaration 
shall  be  on  oath  or  solemn  affirmatioD,  before  tbt 
collector  of  the  district,  in  the  monnar  and  faint 
following,  lo  wit: 

I  (A.  B.Ho  scJemnly,  sincerely,  and  trnlv,  swear 
(or  affirm)  that  the  report  and  manifest  sobBchbed 
with  my  name^  and  aow  delivered  by  me  to  the 
coUector  of  the  district  of  [insert  the  name  of  the 
district]  contains,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  aad 
belief,  a  juM  and  true  account  of  all  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  inclnding  packages  et 
every  kind  and  nature  whatsoever,  which  were 
on  board  the  [insert  the  denominatian  aod  name 
of  the  vesselj^at  the  time  of  her  sailing  from  (he 
port  of  [here  insert  the  name  of  the  port  or  place 
the  vessel  last  sailed  from]  or  which  hare  ben 
laden  or  taken  on  board  at  any  time  since  and 
that  the  packages  of  the  said  goods  are  as  partic- 
ularly described  as  in  the  bilu  of  ladine;  signed 
for  the  same  by  me,  or  with  my  knowle^e;  that 
1  am  at  preseat,and  have  been  during  the  voyage 
master  of  the  said  vessel,  [or  insert,  if  odterarise, 
specifying  how  long  he  has  been  maater]  that  ns 
package  whatsoever,  or  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandue,  have  been  unladen,  landed,  taken  out,  ot 
in  any  manner  whatever  removed  trota  on  board 
the  said  [insst  denomination  and  name  of  the  ra- 
sd]  since  bar  departure  from  the  said  port  of  [tt- 
sett  the  name  of  the  last  port  she  soilen  fromj  k- 
cepl  such  as  are  now  pariicnlarly  specified  and 
declared  in  the  ahetract  or  account  herewith,  and 
that  the  clearance  and  other  papers,  now  deuvet- 
ed  by  rae  to  the  coUeotor,  are  all  that  I  now  have, 
or  have  had,  that  any  way  relate  to  the  eargo  of 
the  said  vessel.  And  I  do  further  sw«ar  (or  af- 
firm) that  the  several  articles  specified  in  the  said 
manifest,  as  the  sea  stores  for  the  cabin  and  vessti 
are  truly  such,  and  were  bona  fide  put  on  board  the 
said  [insert  the  denomination  and  name  of  the 
vessdij  for  the  use  of  the  officers,  crew,  and  |a»- 
sengers  ibereof|  and  have  none  of  them  been 
brought,  and  are  not  intended,  by  way  of  ntei- 
chandise,  orfor  sale,  or  for  any  other  purpnae.  than 
above  mentioned,  and  are  intended  to  remain  on 
hoard  for  the  consumption  of  the  said  officers  and 
crew.  1  further  swear  (or  affirm)  that  if  I  ifaaD 
hereafter  discover,  or  know  of  any  other  or  gream 
quantity  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  any 
nature  or  kind  wnatsoetrer,  than  are  cooiaincd  ia 


d  by  me,  I  will,  immediately  and  witbovt  de- 
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liy,  make  due  teporl  thereor  to  the  collector  of 
the  port  or  district  of  [bere  isMrl  the  port  or  dis- 
trict eaterioK  «i]  atid  I  do  likewise  avear  (or  af- 
firm)  that  ailrQUters  whatsoever  in  the  uid  report 
and  mttnifeit  expressed,  ue  to  the  beat  of  my  know- 
ledge and  belier  iusi  aod  true.  (The  following 
addition  to  the  oath  or  affirtnation  ■■  to  be  ioserled 
in  eases  where  the  maoifest*  shall  not  have  been 
certified  by  soine  officer  of  the  customs  in  maaner 
provided.)  I  further  sweai  (or  affirm)  that  do 
officer  of  the  customs  has  applied  for  aa  iaspeetion 
of  the  manifesiof  the  cargo  on  board  the  said  ves- 
sel, and  that  ao  certificate  or  endorsement  has  been 
delivered  to  roe  on  any  manifeat  of  such  cai^. 
So  help  loe  Ghid.  Signed  A.  B. 

Sworn  (or  affirmed)  before  me,  this day 

of .  C.  D..  CWfactor. 

And  the  master,  or  other  person  having  the 
charge  or  command  of  any  ship  or  vesscL  baring 
oo  board  disttUed  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  shall  within 
forty-eight  hours  after  his  arrival  as  aforesaid, 
whether  the  same  be  at  the  first  port  of  arrival  of 
such  ship  or  fe$ae],  or  not,  shall,  in  addition  to  the 
requirements  before  mentioned,  report  in  writing 
to  the  surveyor  or  officer  acting  as  inspector  of  the 
e  of  the  pan  at  which  hr  shall  so  arrive. 


the  name  othia  vessel,  hii  own  name,  the  burden 
and  denomi nation  of  toeh  ship  or  vessel,  and 
whether  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States,  or 
to  what  other  nation  belonging,  together  with  the 
quantity  aod  Icinds  of  spirits,  wines,  and  teas,  on 
board  of  the  said  shipor  vessel,  particularizing  the 
number  of  casks,  vessels,  cases,  or  other  packages, 
coDtaiaing  the  same,  with  their  marks  aod  nura- 
ben,aa  also  ihequantity  and  kind  of  spirits,  wines, 
and  teas,  on  boanlsuch  shipor  vessel,  assea'Stores, 
on  pain  of  fMfeiliBg  and  paying  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  of  the  loss  of  the  spirits  so 
omitted  ;  and  the  form  of  said  report  shall  be  as 
follows,  to  wit: 

R«port  of  distilled  spirits,  wines,  and  teas,  im- 
poriea  in  the  [here  insert  (be  name  and  denomina- 
lioQ  of  tha  vessel]  bnill  in  [here  insert  where  built 
IB  the  United  States,  or  to  what  foreign  nation 
belongiag]  burden  [here  insert  (he  tonnage  of  the 
ress«lj  whereof  [here  insert  the  naae  of  the  mas- 
ter] froBQ  fhete  insert  the  foreign  port  from  which 
the  vessel  last  sailed]  bound  to  [here  insert  the  port 
or  ports  to  which  destined  in  the  Uniied  States.] 
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Sea-itoret,  amtiHing  of  fpiriU,  witia,  and  ttof 
[Here  insert  the  quantities  particularly.] 

Signed  A.B.,  Matter  of -. 

To , 

'  Inspector  oj  Revenue  for  port  of . 

And  if  the  said  master,  or  other  person  having 
.  the  charge  or  command  of  any  ship  or  Vessel,  sfaaS 
neglect  or  onit  to  make  the  said  reports,  or  either 
of  them,  (other  than  that  required  to  be  made  to 
the  surveyor  or  inspector  of  revenue  as  aforesaid,) 
and  the  declaration  oi  declarations,  or  to  take  the 
said  oath  as  required,  or  shall  not  fuU^  comply 
with  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  section, 
as  the  ease  may  be,  he  shall,  for  each  and  every 
offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  thousand 

Sbc.  31.  Jnd&eif/urlAer  enacted.  That  it  shall 
not  be  necessary  for  (he  master,  or  person  having 
the  charge  or  command  of  any  shipor  vessel  of  war, 
or  of  any  ship  or  vessel  employed  by  any  prinetL 
or  state,  as  a  public  packet  for  the  conveyance  ei 
letters  and  despatches,  Bnd  not  permitted  by  the 
laws  of  such  prince  or  state  to  be  employed  in  the 
transportation  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  in 
the  way  of  trade,  to  make  such  report  aod  entry 
as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  32.  And  be  it fitrther  enacted,  Thatilahall 
be  lawful  for  any  ship  or  vessel  to  proceed  with 
goods,  wares,  or  mercnandise,  bronghi  in  her,  and 
whicti  shall,  in  the  manifest  first  delivered  to  any 
officer  receiving  (he  same,  be  repotted  as  destined 
or  intended  for  any  foreign  pott  or  place,  from  the 
district  within  which  sucn  ship  or  vessel  shall  first 
arrive,  to  such  foreign  port  or  place,  without  pay- 
ing or  securing  the  payment  of  any  duties  upon 
such  of  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  as 
shall  be  actually  re-exported  in  the  said  ship  or 
vessel,  accordingly,  anything  herein  coDtain«l  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding :  Provided,  aheay; 
That  the  said  master,  or  person,  having  the  charge 
or  command  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  shall  first 
give  bond,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  in  a  sum 
equal  to  the  amount  of  the  duties  upon  the  said 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  as  the  same  shall  be 
estimated  by  the  collector  and  naval  officer  of  the 
port  where  the  said  report  shell  be  made,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  said  collector,  with  condition 
that  the  said  goods,  warea,  or  merchandise,  or  any 
part  thereof,  saall  not  be  landed  within  (be  United 
States,  unl^s  due  entry  thereof  shall  have  been 
first  made,  and  the  duties  thereupon  patd,orsecured 
to  be  paid,  according  to  law;  which  bonds  shall  be 
taken  for  the  same  periods,  and  cancelled  in  like 
nMnn«',  as  bonds  hereinafter  directed  to  be  given 
forobtsming  drawbacks  of  duties  j  and  the  fona 
of  the  said  bonds  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Know  all  men  by  these  [wesents.  That  we  [here 
insert  the  name  of  the  master  of  the  Teasel,  and  the 
name  or  names  of  the  sureties]  are  held  and  firm- 
ly bonnd  nnto  the  United  Slates  of  America,  in  ifae 

sum  of to  be  paid  to  the  said  United  Stales: 

for  which  payment,  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we 
bind  otUMives,  our  heirs,  executus,  and  admiiu*- 
tratbts,  jointly  and  severally,  firmly  by  these  pre»- 
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dtv  of 
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Sealed  with  our  seals,  daied  this 

,  in  the year  of  the  iadepeadeQce 

United  Siatea,  and  Id  ihe  year  of  our  Lord 
thousand . 

Whereas  the  foUowiDg  described  packages  of 
goods,  wares,  and  merchaodise,  [here  insert  the 
marks,  numbeTs,  deaomiDation,  and  number  of 
packages  and  contents,  as  far  as  may  be,  and,  il 
articles  in  bulk,  the  qoaulity  and  quality]  imported 
into  the  district  of in  the  [insert  the  denomi- 
nation and  name  of  vesseij  whereof  [insert  name  J 
is  master,  from  [insert  port  or  place  where  from] 
on:  (he  [insert  date  of  vessel's  entry]  as  per  report 
and  manifest  then  delivered  by  the  said  master, 
are  now  about  to  be  exported  and  conveyed  in 
die  said  [insert  denomination  and  name  of  vessel] 
to  the  port  of  [insert  name  of  the  port  intended 
for]  and  whereas  the  duties  that  would  have  be- 
come due  on  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  merehan- 
di»e,  had  the  same  been  unladen  here,  and  not  so 
exported,  would  have  amounted  to  tfie  aforesaid 

Now,  therefore,  the  condition  of  this  obligation 

is  such.  That  if  the  above  bounden sh^l  and 

do,  witnin months  from  the  date  hereof,  pro- 
duce to  the  collector  of  this  district  the  certificates 
required  by  laiv,  that  the  said  enumerated  [pack- 
ages of  merchandise,  or  articles  in  bulk  as  tb 
may  be,]  have  been  exported  to  and  landed 

aforesaid  port  of ot  at  any  other  port  or  place 

without  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  or  if  neither 
the  whole,  nor  any  part  of  the  said  goods, 
and  merchandise,  shall  be  landed  within  tbe  limits 
of  the  said  United  Slates,  until  due  entry  thereof 
shall  have  been  first  made,  and  the  duties  thereon 
paid  or  secured  to  be  paid  according  lo  law,  then 
the  above  obligation  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  be 
and  remain  in  Tall  force  and  virtue. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of . 

Pnmdfdjnetierthelees,  That  such  bond  shall  not 
be  requited  m  respect  to  the  goods  on  board  of  an^ 
ship  or  vessel  which  shall  have  put  into  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  from  necessity,  to  be  made  to  appear  in 
manner  herein  after  prescribed.  And  the  collector 
receiving  snch  bonds,  or  any  other  bonds  taken 
upon  the  exportation  of  merchandise  entitled  to 
drawback,  is  herebj-  required  and  enjoined,  imme- 
diately after  the  time  when,  by  the  conditions  of 
the  same,  they  ought  to  be  cancelled,  to  put  the 
same  in  suit;  provided  tbe  necessary  proof  shall 
not  have  been  produced,  or  further  time  granted 
therefor  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  33.  And  be  il/itrther  enacted,  Th&i  it  i\san 
be  lawful  for  any  ship  or  vessel  in  which  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  brought  into  the 
United  Slates,  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  and 
which  shall  be  specified  in  the  manifest,  verified 
on  oath  or  affirmation,  before  the  collector  of  tbe 
port  in  which  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  first  arrive, 
to  be  destined  for  other  districts,  to  proceed  with 
the  same  from  district  to  district  within  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  in  order  to  the  landing  or  delivery 
thereof,  and  the  daties  on  such  of  tne  said  goods 
only  as  shall  be  iiided  in  any  district  shall  be  paid 
or  secured  to  be  paid  within  snch  district, 

Bbc.  34.  And  be  it  Jurlker  enacted,  Tbat,before 


any  ship  or  vessel  shall  depart  from  the  district  Ln 
which  she  shall  first  arrive  for  another  district 
(provided  Stic h  departure  be  not  within  forty-eight 
hours  after  her  arrival  within  such  district)  with 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  brought  in  such  ship 
ot  vessel  from  a  foreign  port  or  place,  the  daties 
whereof  shall  not  have  been  paid  or  secured,  the 
master,  or  person  having  the  charge  or  command 
of  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  obtain  from  the  col- 
lector of  the  district  from  which  he  shall  be  about 
to  depart  (who  is  hereby  required  to  grant  the 
same)  a  copy  of  the  report  and  manifest  made  hy 
such  master,  or  other  person  having  the  charre 
or  command  of  snch  ship  or  vessel,  certified  by  the 
said  collector,  to  which  copy  shall  be  annexed  a 
certificate  of  the  quantity  and  particulars  of  the 
goods  which  shall  appear  to  him  to  have  been 
landed  within  hia  district,  or  of  the  quantity  and 
particulars  of  the  goods  which  remam  on  board, 
and  upon  which  the  duties  are  to  be  paid,  or  se- 
cured to  be  paid,  in  some  other  district. 

The  form  of  which  certificate  shaU  be  as  follows: 
DiMtrict  of iport  of . 

These  are  to  certify,  that  the  within  ia  a  iroe 
copy  of  the  report  and  manifest  of  the  cargo  of  the 
[insert  the  denomination  and  name  of  the  vessel| 
whereof  [insert  the  name]  is  master,  from  fiitsen 
the  port  where  from]  entered  at  this  port  tbe  fin- 
sert  the  day  and  month  of  entry]  as  exhibited  on 
[oath  or  affirmation]  by,  the  said  mastei :  that  bo 

Ejrtof  the  said  cargo,  as  expressed  in  such  nuinifet, 
atb  been  unladen  or  landed  at  this  port;  [aw  as  the 
case  may  require;]  that  there  hath  been  unladen 
and  landed  at  this  port,  and  the  duties  paid  or  se- 
cured to  be  paid  on  the  following  articles,  Qor]  that 
all  the  said  cargo  as  expressed  in  the  said  manifest 
hath  been  duly  entered  and  landed  in  this  dblnci 
iCcordiog  to  law,  except  the  followins  article! 
[here  enumerate  the  marxs,  numbers.  pacKag«s,aml 
contents,  or  if  articles  in  bulb,  the  quantities,  w^ 
ther  landed  or  remaining  on  board,  as  the  cav  may 
require]  and  that  bond  hath  here  been  catered  as 
the  law  directs  for  tbe  delivery  of  tbe  [|ituen  the 
whole  or  remaining  part,  as  the  case  may  require] 
of  the  said  cargo,  at  tne  [insert  the  port  and  diiiric: 
of  destination.] 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals,  this  daf 

: .  A.  B.,  CoUeeittr. 

C.  D_  N.  qguxT. 
And  within  twenty-four  hours  ofter  the  arrival 
of  such  ship  or  vessel  wi'hin  any  other  district-  the 
said  master,  or  person  having  tile  charge  or  con- 
mand  of  such  ship  or  ressel,  shall  malK  report  or 
entry,  to  or  with  tbe  collector  of  such  other  dutrict. 

E reducing  and  showing  the  said  certified  copy  ot' 
is  said  first  report,  together  with  a  certificate  froiE 
each  collector  of  any  other  district,  within  which 
any  of  the  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  brotifh: 
in  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  have  been  before  land- 
ed.; of  ihe  quantity  and  particulars  of  such  good: 
wares,  or  merchandise,  as  shall  have  been  so  landed 
in  each  district,  respectively;  except  in  the  Stab 
of  Georgia,  where  such  report  shall  be  maA 
within  forty-eight  hours :  Provided,  olwoya,  Tiar 
the  master  or  person  haTJng  the  charge  w  cMi- 
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maadofthe  said  ship  or  vessel  shall  first  give  bond, 
with  oDe  or  more  sureties,  lo  the  satisfaction  o( 
the  collector  of  the  district  within  which  the  faid  I 
ship  or  vessel  shall  first  arrive,  in  a  sum  equal  ta 
the  amount  of  the  duties  on  the  residue  of  the  said 
goods,  according  to  such  estimate  as  the  said  col-  \ 
lector  shall  form  thereof,  with  condition  that  the  i 
said  residue  of  such  goods  shaU  be  duly  entered 
and  delivered  in  such  other  district  or  districts  of 
the  United  Stales  for  which  the  same  bhal!  have 
been  reported  to  be  destined. 
Aod  the  form  of  the  said  bond  shall  he  as  fol- 

Know  all  nteu  by  these  presents,  that  we  [here 
insert  the  name  of  the  master  of  the  vessel,  and  the 
name  or  aames  of  the  sureties}  are  held  and  firmly 
bound  UDto  the  Uoiied  Stales  of  America,  in  the 

sum  of to  be  paid  to  the  said  United  States  ; 

for  which  payment,  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we 
bind  oursetvea,  our  heirs,  ezeculois,  and  adminis- 
trators, jointly  and  severally,  firmly  by  these  pre- 

Sealed  with  onr  seals ;  dated  this day  of 

in  the year  of  the  Independence  of  the 

United  States,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thoQsand , 

Whereas  the  following  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise [here  insert  the  marks,  nuaiber,  denom- 
ination and  number  of  packages  and  contents,  as 
&r  as  may  be,  or  if  articles  in  bulk,  the  quantity 

and  (quality}  imported  into  the  district  of io 

the  imsert  the  denomination  and  name  of  vessel] 
whereof  [insert  name]  is  master,  from  [insert  name 
of  port,  i&c]  on  the  [insert  date  of  vessel's  enlrv] 
as  per  report  and  manifest  then  delivered  by  tne 
said  master;  are  now  intended  to  be  exported  and 
conveyed  in  the  said  [insert  the  denomination  and 
naraeoftbe  vessel]  to  the  district  [insert  the  district 
OF  districts  where  intended  to  be  sent]  and  whereas 
the  duties  that  would  have  become  due  on  the  said 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  had  the  same  been 
unladen,  would  have  amounted  to  the  aforesaid 
aum  of . 

Now,  therefore,  the  condition  of  this  obligation 

b  such,  that  if  the  above  bounden  shall 

and  do,  within  six  months  from  the  date  hereof, 
produce  to  the  collector  of  this  district  the  certifi- 
cates required  by  law.  that  the  said  enumerated 
(packages  of  merchanaise,  or  other  articles  in  bulk 
as  the  case  may  be,)  have  been  duly  entered 

ddtvered  at  the  aforesaid  district  of or 

other  port  or  district  of  the  United  States,  then 
the  above  obligation  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  be 
and  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of' 

And  the  said  bond  shall  be  cancelled 
charged,  within  six  calendar  months  from  the  date 
thereof,  by  the  production  of  a  certificate  or  certi- 
ficates from  the  collector  or  collectors  of  the  dis' 
trict  or  districts  for  which  the  said  goods  shall 
have  been  reported,  testifying  the  due  entry  and 
ddivery  of  the  said  goods  in  nuch  district  or  dis- 
Uicts,  or  upon  due  proof  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
collector  by  whom  the  said  bond  shall  have  been 
taken,  and  to  the  naval  officer  of  such  port  (if  aiiy) 
that  aneh  entry  and  delivery  were  prevented  by 


some  unavoidable  accident  or  casualty,  and  that 
if  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  said  goods,  shall 
not  have  been  lost,  ibai  the  same  have  been  duly 
entered  and  delivered  within  the  Uoiled  Stales. 

And  the  form  of  the  certificate  aforesaid  shall 
be  as  follows: 
District  of ,  port  of . 

These  are  to  certify,  that  there  have  been  un- 
laden and  landed  at  this  port,  from  on  board  the 
[insert  the  denomination  and  name  of  the  vessel} 
whereof  f insert  the  namej  is  master,  from  [insert 
district  and  porl  where  fromj  the  following  pack- 
ages of  merchandise  [here  detail  the  several  pack- 
ages with  their  respective  denominations,  their 
marks  and  numbers,  and  if  any  articles  in  bulk, 
the  quantitiesdeliveredjfor  which  the  duties  have 
been  [paid  or  secntedj  at  the  aforesaid  port  of  [in- 
sert the  pott.] 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  this  —  day  of  — — . 
A.  B.,  Colieclor. 
C.  D.,  JV:  Officer. 

Andtflhe  master,  or  other  person  haviog  the 
charge  or  command  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel, 
shall  fail  by  his  neglect  or  fault  to  obtain  the  said 
copy  of  his  said  report,  from  the  collector  of  the 
district  from  which  he  shall  be  so  about  to  depart, 
ur  of  any  certificate  which  he  ought  to  obtain  as 
aforesaid,  or  shall  neglect  lo  produce  and  show 
the  same  to  the  collector  of  any  other  district,  to 
which  the  said  ship  or  vessel  shall  afterwards  pro- 
ceed, within  the  time  for  that  purpose  herein  be- 
fore specified,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every 
such  neglect  or  omission,  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  35.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  provisions  and  requirements  afore- 
said, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  and  every  master, 
or  other  person  having  the  charge  or  command  of 
any  ship  or  vessel,  arriving  from  any  foreign  port 
or  place,  having  on  board  dislilled  spirits,  wines, 
or  leas,  other  than  sea  stares,  intended  to  be  trans- 
ported from  one  port  in  the  Uniled  Slates  to 
another  porl  in  the  said  Uniled  Stales,  whether  in 
the  same  or  in  different  districts,  previous  to  the 
departure  of  such  ship  or  vessel  from  the  portal 
which  she  shall  first  arrive,  to  apply  to  the  sur- 
veyor or  officer  acting  as  inspector  of  the  revenue 
for  the  port,  for  a  certificate  of  the  quantity  and 
particulars  of  such  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  as  shall 
nave  been  certified,  or  reported  to  him  lo  have 

■- -I,  and  of  the 

its,  wines,  or 
teas,  as  shall  appear  to  have  been  landed  out  of 
such  ship  at  suco  port ;  which  certificate  the  sur- 
veyor or  inspector  of  the  revenues  shall  forthwith 
grant,  and  the  master,  or  person  having  the  charge 
or  command. of  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall,  wilhm 
twenty-four  hours  after  her  arrival  at  the  port  to 
which  she  shall  be  bound,  deliver  ihe  said  ceitifi- 


whole  or  any  part  of  the  spirits,  wines,  or  teas, 
brought  in  her  as  aforesaid,  without  having  first 
obtamed  luch  certificate,  or  if  within  twenty-four 
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hours  after  her  Hiriva!  al  such  other  port,  the  said 
certificate  shall  noi  be  delivered  to  the  surveyor 
or  inspector  as  aforesaid,  the  uiEister,  or  person  hav- 
ioff  [he  charge  or  command  of  the  said  ship  or  tcs- 
Mi  shall,  ia  either  caw,  forreit  tbe  sum  of  fire  bua- 
dred  dollars,  and  thespjrlts.  wines,  or  teas,  on  board 
her  shall  be  forfeited  aod  may  be  seized. 

And  tlie  fonu  of  the  said  certificate  shall  be 
follows; 
Butriet  of——,  Office  oflntpectum 

forlhepoHof . 

I  certify  that  the  wiibin  is  a  true  copy  of  the 
teport  made  to  me  of  distilled  spirits,  wines,  ar'' 
teas,  imported  in  the  [insert  the  name  and  denoi 
ination  of  the  TesseH^ built  in  fhere  insert  where 
built  in  the  United  States,  or  to  whst  foreign  na- 
tioD  betoDging]  burden  [here  insert  the  tODDRge 
of  the  vessel]  whereof  fhere  insert  the  nameof  tlie 
Blaster]  from  [here  insert  the  foreign  port  from 
which  the  vessel  last  sailed]  bound  to  fbere  insert 
the  port  or  ports  to  which  destined  in  the  United 
Stales;]  that  do  part  of  the  said  spirits,  wines,  or 
teas,  baih  been  unladen  or  landed  at  ibis  port  [or 
as  the  case  may  require;]  thai  there  have  been 
landed  at  this  port,  in  pursuance  of  permits  for  that 
purpose,  the  following  quantiiies,  to  wit :  [here 
insert  the  marks,  number,  description  of  packages, 
casks,  chests,  kinds  and  quantities  of  all  spirits, 
wines,  and  teas,  landed  at  the  port  of  inspectioa, 
agreeably  to  the  form  prescribed  for  the  report] 
and  no  other  or  greater  quantities  than  are  above 
expressed,  Tor]  that  all  tbe  said  spirits,  wines,  and 
teas,  have  been  duly  landed  in  thia  district,  except 
the  following,  (he  duties whereofare  to  be  paid  or 
secured  to  be  paid  in  the  district  of  [insert  the  dis- 
trict of  destioaiioD,  and  enumerate  the  marks,  num- 
bers, description  of  casks,  chests  or  other  packages, 
kinds  and  quantities  of  all  spirits,  wines,  and  teas, 
which  remain  on  board.] 

Wiluess  my  hand  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 
A.  B.,  Itupector  of  the  Revenue 

for  the  port  cf . 

And  each  and  every  surveyor,  or  officer  acting 
as  inspector  of  the  revenue,  for  any  port  at  which 
a  ship  or  vessel  may  arrive  with  a  certificate  as 
aforesaid,  shall  certify  in  manner  aforesaid  all  de- 
liveries of  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  made  at  their  res- 
pective ports,  which  certificate  shall  be  annexed 
to  the  cerltlicate  granted  at  the  purl  of  original 
importation. 

Sec  36.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
owner  or  owners,  consignee  or  consignees,  of  any 
goods,  vrares,  or  merchandise,  on  board  of  any  such 
■hip  or  vessel,  or  in  case  of  bis,  her,  or  their  ab- 
oence  or  sickness,  his,  her.  or  their  known  agent  or 
factor,  in  his,  her,  or  their  names,  within  fifteen 
days  after  ihe  report  of  the  roasier,  or  person  hav- 
ing ihe  charge  or  command  of  such  ship  or  vessel, 
to  the  collector  of  the  district  for  which  such  goods. 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  destined,  shall 
make  entry  thereof  in  writing  with  tbe  said  col- 
l«cior,  and  shall  in  such  entry  specify  tbe  vessel 
and  master's  names  in  which,  and  the  port  or  place 
from  whence,  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
were  imported,  the  particular  marks,  nnmbers,de< 


and  prime  cost,  including  eharses  tS 
each  particular  package  or  parcel  whereof  tne  en- 
try shall  consist,  or  if^in  bulk,  the  quantity,  qual- 
ity, and  prime  cost,  including  charges  thereof,  pai- 
ticiitarly  specifying  the  species  of  money  in  which 
the  invoices  thereof  are  made  out ;  and  shall  also 
produce  to  the  said  collector  and  naval  officer  (if 
any)  the  original  invoice  or  invoices  of  the  said 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  other  docamenta 
received  in  lieu  thereof  or  concerning  the  same^ 
in  the  same  state  in  which  they  were  reedred, 
with  the  bill  or  bills  of  lading  for  the  same;  which 
invoices  shall  be  signed  by  the  persons  in  the  of- 
fices of  ihe  collector  and  naval  officer  who  shall 
have  compared  and  examined  tbe  same;  and  th« 
said  entry  or  entries  shall,  as  the  nature  of  die  case 
will  admtt  or  require,  be  ligreeably  to  the  form  fol- 

Entry  of  Merchandise  imported  by  [^insert  the 
name  of  the  importer  or  consignee]  in  the  [in- 
sert the  name  aod  denomination  of  the  vessel, 
]  from  [iniert  the  place  from 


which  arrived— 
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Provided,  That  tbe  form  before  mentioned  shall 
and  may  be  varied  and  adapted  to  any  alterations 
which  may  be  made  in  the  rates  of  duties  upon 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  hereafter  lo  be  im- 
ported in(o  (he  United  States,    And  the  entry  or 
to  be  made  by  any  importer,  consignee,  or 
IS  aforesaid,  shall  be  verified  by  the  oath  or 
of  the  person  making  (be   same,  the 
form  of  which  oath  or  iffirmation  shall,  as  the  case 
may  require,  be  as  follows,  to  wit: 
Dittrict  of ,  port  o/"— — . 

I  [here  insert  the  name  of  the  person  laaking 
the  entry]  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  iruly,  swear 
(or  affiini)thB[  the  entry  nowsubscribed  with  my 
name.and  delivered  by  me  (othe  collector  of  [insert 
the  name  of  the  district]  contains  a  just  and  true 
of  all  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 

ported  for  sale,  or  intended  to  be  landed  in  this 

iirici.  for  roe  or  on  my  account,  or  on  account 
of  any  house  of  trade  or  partnership  in  which  f 
am  concerned,  in  this  district,  or  whieh  aeioallf 
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«iine  consigned  to  me,  or  to  nay  house  of  crade  or 
paitoeiBhip  in  whicb  I  im  concerned,  or  [it  the 
eoiry  be  made  by  an  agent]  imported  by,  or  con- 
signed to  [inierl  the  name  of  tbe  petson  or  firm 
for  whom  entry  is  made]  and  intended  for  sale  or 
lo  be  landed  in  tbis  district,  in  the  [insert  the  parae 
-and  denomioalion  of  the  vesael]  whereof  [insert 
the  name  of  the  master]  is  master  from  [insert  the 
name  of  the  port  from  which  the  vessel  airived} 
that  the  said  entry  contains  a  just  and  trua  account 
in  [insert  the  denominaiion  of  money  in  whicb 
tbe  invoices  and  entry  are  made]  of  tbe  cost  ihere- 
.of,  includiof  ail  cbargesj  that  the  invoice  oi  in- 
Toices  and  bill  or  bius  of  loading  now  produced 
)>j  me  are  the  true,  genuine,  and  only  invoices  and 
bJls  of  loading  by  me  received,  of  the  said  goods, 
wares,  and  raerchandisej  imjtorted  or  consigned  as 
aforesaid,  and  the  only  invoices  by  which  I  have 
been  charged,  or  for  which  I  am  to  account,  and 
that  the  said  invoices  and  bills  of  loading  are  in 
the  actual  state  in  which  they  weie  received  by 
me,  aod  that  I  do  not  luiow  of  any  other  invoices 
or  account  of  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, difiereni  from  what  i»  or  »se  here  produced  ; 
J  do  further  swear  [or  affirm]  that  if  1  hereafter 
discover  any  other  or  greater  quantity  of  goods, 
wares,  or  merchaodiae,  than  is  coniamed  in  the 
eotrv  aforesaid,  or  shall  receive  any  invoice  of  the 
whole  or  any  part  thereof,  other,  in  quantity,  qual- 
ity, and  price,  than  has  beeo  now  exhibited,  I  will 
immediately  and  without  delay  report  the  same 
to  the  collector  of  ibis  district :  I  also  swear  (or 
affirm)  that  nothing  has  been  concealed  or  stip- 
pressed  in  the  entry  aforesaid,  whereby  to  avoid  the 
just  payment  of  the  duties  imposed  by  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  all  matters  are  justly 
and  truly  expressed  therein,  according  to  my  best 
knowledge  and  belief.    So  help  me  Qod. 

Sworn  [or  affirmed]  this day  of before 

A.  B.,  Collector. 

Provided,  That,  whenever  any  entry  shall  be 
made  with  the  collector  of  any  district,  of  mer- 
chandise imported  into  the  United  States  subject 
to  duty,  by  any  agent,  factor,  or  person,  other  taan 
the  person  to  whom  they  belong,  or  to  whom  they 
are  ultimately  consigned,  it  i^all  be  the  duty  of 
the  collector  to  take  a  bond  with  surely  from  such 
agent,  factor,  or  person,  (other  than  the  bond  or 
for  securing  the  duties,  in  the  penal  sum  of  one 
thousand  dmlars,)  with  condition  that  the  bona  fide 
owoer  or  consignee  of  soch  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  payment 
stipulated  in  the  bond  or  bonds  for  securing  the 
dories,  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  to  the  said 
collector,  h  full  and  correct  account  of  the  said 
goods,  wures,  and  merchandise,  imported  by  hiio, 
or  for  him,  do  his  own  account,  or  consigned  to  his 
care,  in  the  same  manner  and  form  as  required  by 
(his  section  in  respect  to  an  entrjr  previous  lo  ibe 
landing  of  any  merchandise;  which  account  shall 
be  verified  as  in  the  case  of  an  entry,  by  a  tike 
oath  or  affirmation,  to  be  taken  and  subscribed  be- 
fore any  judge  of  the  United  States,  or  the  judge 
of  aay  court  of  record  of  a  State,  or  before  a  col- 
lector of  the  customs  of  the  same  or  some  other 
■district.;  Jind  in  case  of  tbe  payment  of  the  duties 


at  the  time  of  entry,  b?  any  factor  or  agent,  on  tbe 
goods,  wares,  or  mercnandise,  entered  by  him,  the 
condition  of  the  bond  aforesaid  shall  be  to  produce 
tbe  account  of  the  proper  owner  or  consignee, 
verified  in  manner  as  Wore  directed,  within  nmety 
days  from  the  date  of  such  bond. 

And  tbe  form  of  tbe  said  bond  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows, to  vil : 

Kdow  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we  [here 
insert  the  names  of  priocipei  surety  or  sureties] 
are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  United  States 
of  America,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  doUan, 
for  the  payment  of  which,  well  and  truly  to  be 
made,  wtebind  ourselves  onr  heirs,  executors  and 
administrators,  jointly  and  severally,  by  these  pie- 
Witness  our  hands  and  seals  this  — ~~  day  of 

one  Ihousaod  seven  huodred  and  ninety . 

Whereas  the  above  bounden has  tius  day 

duly  entered  at  the  custom-house  of and  [paid 

or  secured  to  be  paid,  as  the  cose  may  be]  the  du- 
ties on  sundry  ^oods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
ported in  the  [insert  the  denomination  and  name 
of  the  vessel]  whereof  [insert  name]  is  master, 
from  [insert  port  or  place  where  from]  as  partic- 
ularly enumerated  in  the  entry  thereof,  made  and 

subscribed  by  the  said in  oehalf  of  [insert  the 

name  or  names  of  the  person  or  persons,  actual 
owners  or  consignees]  bearing  equal  date  faeie- 
with. 
The  condition  of  this  obligation  therefore  is 

such,  that  if  the  said  bounden shall,  on  or 

before  the deliver  or  cause  to  be  deliveied 

to  the  collector  of  the  customs  fur  the  district  of 
[insert  name  of  the  district  where  the  bond  is 
taken]  a  full  end  correct  acconnt  from  the  said 
[ioseri  name  of  the  actual  owner  or  consignee]  of 
the  aforesaid  merchandise  imporled  by  him  on  ois 
own  account,  or  consigned  to  his  care,  verified  by 

the  oath  of  the  said being  the  proper  owner 

or  consignee,  in  manner  and  form  as  would  be  re* 


y  judge  of  tt 
cord  of  a  Sts 


record  (H'  a  State,  t 

other  district,  then  this  obligatii 

and  void,  otherwise  it  shall  M  and  remain  io  full 

force  and  virtue. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  -~. 

Provided  alvai/s,  That  where  the  particoUn 
of  aoy  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  im- 
knowo,  in  lieu  of  the  entry  herein  before  directed  to 
be  made,  an  entry  thereof  shall  be  made  and  re- 
ceived according  to  the  circumstances  of  the,eaie, 
the  party  making  the  same  declaring  upon  auh 
all  that  he  or  she  knows  or  believes  concerning 
the  quality  and  particulars  of  tbe  said  goods,  wares, 
and  metcfiaodise,  and  that  he  or  she  hath  no  other 
knowledge  or  information  couoarning  the  same ; 
whicb  entry,  as  well  the  first  as  the  fast,  shall  be 
made  in  writins,  and  shall  be  subscribed  by  the 
part^  making  tne  same,  if  the  proper  owna  at 
consignee,  in  their  own  name,  or  if  by  an  agent, 
factor,  or  person  other  than  such  owner  or  con- 
signee, in  his  or  their  names,  as  agents  or  &cton 
for  such  owner  or  consignee:  Promded,  That  in 
every  case  in  which  the  entry  of  any  gottds,  wares, 
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or  inercbBDiliM  shall  be  imperfect,  for  want  of  in- 
voices, bills  ol'  loading,  or  for  any  olher  cause,  it 
■hall  be  the  duly  of  the  collector  to  take  the  said 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  into  bis  custody, 
until  the  quantity,  quality,  or  value  thereof,  as  tbe 
case  may  require,  can  be  ascertained,  in  manaer 
hereafter  directed  and  prescribed. 

Sec.  37,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
inaporter  of  distilled  spirits,  winea,  or  teas,  or  per- 
son to  wbom  distilled  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  are 
consigned,  shall  make  a  separate  and  additional 
entry  thereof,  ^pecifving  lire  name  of  tbe  vessel 
■od  TuBstet  in  which,  and  the  place  from  whence, 
such  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  were  imporud,  together 
with  tne  quantity  and  quality  thereof,  and  a  par- 
ticular detail  of  the  chests,  casks,  or  vessels,  con- 
taining the  same  with  their  nurks  and  numbers  : 
whicheatry  shall  be  subscribed  by  the  person  mak- 
ing the  same,for  himself,  or  in  beaalfof  the  persons 
for  whom  such  entry  is  made ;  and  sbaU  be  ce: 
tified  by  tbe  collector  before  whom  the  same 
made,  as  being  a  true  copy,  and  conformable  I 
the  eeneral  entry  before  directed,  in  respect  to  a 
distuled  spirits,  wines,  and  teas,  therein  contajnei 
which  entry  thus  certified  shall  be  transmitted  i 
the  surveyor  or  officer  acting  as  inspector  of  the 

revenue  for  the  port  where  il  is  intended  ' 

mence  the  delivery  of  such  spirits,  wines,  or  teas, 
so  entered,  or  any  part  thereof:  And  every  per- 
mit granted  by  such  collector  and  naval  officer, 
where  any,  for  the  unlading  of  said  spirits,  wines, 
or  teas,  or  any  part  thereofTshall,  previous  to  such 
landing  or  unlading  thereof,  be  produced  to  the 
said  officer  of  inspection,  who  shall  record  or  resis- 
ter  in  proper  books  tbe  contents  thereof,  and  shall 
endorse  thereupon  the  word,  ■' inapected,"  the  time 
when,  and  bis  own  name;  after  which,  he  shall 
return  the  said  permit  to  the  person  bv  whom  it 
shall  have  been  produced,  and  then,  ana  not  other- 
wise, it  shall  be  lawful  to  land  the  spirits,  wines, 
or  teas,  therein  specified  ;  and  if  the  said  spirits, 
wines,  or  teas,  shall  be  landed  without  sucn  en- 
dorsement upon  the  permit  granted  for  that  pur- 
pose, the  master,  or  other  person  having  the  charge 
or  command  of  the  ship  or  vessel  from  which  the 
tame  shall  have  been  so  landed,  shall  for  every 
such  ofience  forfeit  and  pay  tbe  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars.and  the  spirits,  wines, or  leas, so  landed, 
'  shall  be  forfeited. 

Sec  38.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  all  dis- 
tilled spirit^  wines,  and  teas,  shall  be  landed  under 
the  inspection  of  the  surveyor,  or  other  officer 
acting  as  inspector  of  tbe  revenue  for  the  port, 
and  such  of  the  inspectors  of  tbe  customs  as  shall 
be  deputed  by  him  for  that  purpose,  and  not  other- 
wise, on  pain  of  forfeiture  thereof,  for  which  pur- 
pose the  said  officer  or  officers  shall  at  all  reason- 
able times  attend  ;  Provided,  That  this  shall  not 
be  construed  to  exclude  the  inspection  of  any  offi- 
cer of  the  customs,  as  now  or  heretofore  practised. 


mark,  in  durable  characters,  the  several  casks 
chests,  vessels,  and  cases,  containing  the  sime,  ggd 
the  said  marks  shall  express  the  number  of  ca^ks, 
chests,  vessels,  or  cases,  whether  of  spirits,  wines, 
teas,  marked  by  each  officer,  respectively,  ia 
:h  year,  in  progressive  numbers  for  each  of  the  ' 
said  articles;  also  the  port  of  importation,  the 
name  of  the  vessel,  and  the  surname  of  the  master ;  I 
also  each  kind  of  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  for  vhich 
different  rates  of  duty  are  or  shall  be  imposed,  the 
number  of  eallons  in  each  cask  or  case:,  if  spirits 
or  wines ;  the  rate  of  proof,  if  spirits,  and  the  num- 
ber of  pounds  weight,  if  teas ;  also  the  name  of  the  I 
surveyor  or  chief  officer  of  inspection  for  the  port, 
and  the  date  of  importation;  of  all  which  partic- 
ulars the  chief  officers  of  inspection  shall  keep  fair 
and  correct  accounts,  in  books  to  be  provided  for 
thai  purpose. 

Sec.  40.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  the 
surveyor  or  chief  officer  of  inspection  as  aforesaid, 
within  the  port  or  district  in  which  the  said  spirit^ 
wines,  or  teas,  shall  be  landed,  shall  give  to  the 

Eoprietor,impoTter,  or  consignee,  thereof,  or  his  or 
r  agent,  a  certificate,  to  rentain  with  him  or  her, 
of  the  whole  quantity  of  the  said  spirits,  wines,  or 
teas,  which  shall  have  been  so  landed  ;  which  cer- 
tificate, besides  the  quantity,  shall  specify  the  name 
of  such  proprietor,  importer,  consignee,  or  agent, 
and  of  the  vessel  from  on  board  which  the  aid 
spirits,  wioes,  or  teas,  shall  have  been  landed,  and 
of  the  marks  of  each  cask,  chest,  vessel,  or  case, 
containing  the  same;  which  certificate  shall  be 
of  the  form  following,  to  wit : 

Ditrict  of ,  Inepector't  o^ce, 

No.  ■ ,  port  of . 

I  certify,  that  [here  insert  the  name  of  the  pro- 

Stietor,  importer  or  consignee}  imported  into  ihia 
istrict  on  the  [here  insert  the  date  of  importation] 
in  (he  [here  insert  the  name  of  tbe  vessel,  and 
whether  of  the  United  Slates  or  foreign,  and  itic 
of  tbe  master]  from  [here  insert  the  place 
from  which  imported,  the  number  of,  and  whether 
casks,  chests,  vessels,  or  cases]  of  [here  insert 
-■-^iher  — -— -   -:-—    -    -  ■     ■ 


Sec.: 


},  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  offi- 
01  any  port  where  distilled  splr- 


cera  of  inspection  ,  , 

its,  wines,  or  teas,  shall  be  landed,  shall,  upon  the 
IfinHing  thereof,  and  as  soon  as  the  casks,  chests, 
veasels  and  cases,  containing  th«  same,  shall  be 
Inipecied,  ganged  or  measured,  brand  or  other- 


I,  or  teas,  and   the  kind  of 


the  marks  and  numbers,  i1  nuj.  at  iue  mue  ui  lu- 
portation]wbich  [here  insert  wneiher  casks,  chests, 
vessels,  or  cases]  have  been  marked  as  follows 
[here  insert  the  marks  of  the  inspector  of  the  port] 
containing  [here  insert  the  quantity  of  spirits, 
wines,  or  teas]  according  to  returns  made  to  this 
office.  A.  B.,  Intpector. 

Sec.  41.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
surveyor,  or  chief  officer  of  inspection  as  lifore- 
saiJ,  shall,  in  addition  to  tbe  general  certificate 
aforesaid,  give  to  the  proprietor,  importer,  or  con- 
signee, 01  any  distilled  spirits,  wines,  or  team  or  bb 
or  their  agent,  a  particular  certificate,  which  shall 
accompany  each  cask,  chest,  vessel,  or  case,  of  dis- 
tilled spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  wherever  the  same 
may  be  sent,  within  the  limits  ofthe  United  Stales. 
as  evidence  that  the  same  have  been  lawfully  im- 
ported ;  and  which  certificate  shall  be  of  the  fonc 
ibllowiDg,  to  wit : 
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No. ,  district  of ,  -port  of . 

I  certify,  that  there  was  imported  into  this  di»- 
iriet  on  ihe  [here  insert  the  date  of  importation] 
by  [here  insert  the  name  of  the  proprietor,  import- 
er, or  coDHienee]  in  the  [here  insert  the  name  of 
the  vessel,  the  surname  of  the  master  and  whe- 
ther a  vessel  of  the  United  States  or  a  foreign  Tea- 
id]  from  [hers  insert  the  place  from  which  im- 
ported] one  [here  insert  whether  cask,  chea^  vev 
itt,  or  case,  by  the  proper  naiae]  of  [here  insert 
whetherspirits,  wines,  or  teas,  and  thekindo 
nambered  and  market)  as  ^et  toargia,  [the 
of  the  inspector  to  be  inserted  in  the  marginj  con- 
tainins  [here  insert  the  number  of  galFons  and 
rate  of  proof,  if  spirits,  or  gallons,  if  wines,  or  the 
DDmber  of  pounds  weight  nett,  if  teas.] 

A.  B.,  SupervUor. 

Countersigned  by  C.  D.,  Inspector. 

Sbc.  42.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
snp<trisors  of  the  aeveral  districts  ■  shall  provide 
blink  certificates,  under  such  checks  and  devices 
as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  proper  officers  of  the 
Treasury,  and  shall  number,  siigD,  and  deliver  the 
same  to  the  officers  who  may  perform  the  dnties 
of  inspectors  of  the  revenue,  for  the  several  ports 
in  their  respective  districts;  which  blank  certifi- 
cates shall  be  filled  up  and  counluisigned  by  the 
inspectors  of  the  revenue  aforesaid,  who  shall  be 
accountable  therefor  to  the  supervisors;  and  the 
said  inspectors  shall  make  regular  and  exact  en- 
tries of  all  certificates  which  shall  be  granted  as 
aforesaid,  as  particularly  as  therein  described. 

Sbc.  43.  Aiid  be  iifiu-ther  enacted,  That  the  pro- 
prietor, importer,  or  consignee,  or  his  or  her  agent, 
who  may  receive  said  certificates,  shall,  upon  the 
■ale  or  delivery  of  any  of  the  said  spirits,  wines,  or 
teas,  deliver  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  there- 
of, the  certificate  or  certificates  which  ought  to 
accompanv  the  same,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  the  sum 
of  fifty  dollars  for  each  cask,  chest,  vessel,  or  case, 
with  which  such  certificate  shall  not  be  delivered. 
And  if  any  casks,  chests,  vessels,  or  cases,  contain- 
ing distilled  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  which  by  the 
foregoing  provisions  ought  to  be  marked  and  ac- 
companiea  with  certificates,  shall  be  fouQd  in  the 
possession  of  any  person,  unaccompanied  with  snch 
marks  and  centficates,  it  shall  be  presumptive  evi- 
dence that  the  same  are  liable  to  forreiture;  and 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  officer  of  the  custotns  or 
ofinspection  to  seize  themaa  forfeited;  and  if,  upon 
the  tnal  in  consequence  of  such  seizure,  the  owner 
or  claimant  of  the  spirits,  wines,  or  teaa,  seized, 
shall  not  prove  that  the  same  were  imported  into 
the  United  States  according  to  law,  and  the  duties 
thereupon  pftid  or  secured,  they  shall  be  adjudged 
to  be  forfeited. 

Skc.  44.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  on  the 
sale  of  any  cask,  chest,  veasel,  or  case,  which  has 
been  or  shall  be  marked,  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
aforesaid,  as  containing  distilled  spirits,  wines,  or 
teas,  and  which  has  been  emptied  of  its  contents, 
and  prior  to  the  delivery  thereof  to  the  purchaser, 
01  any  reirioval  thereof,  the  marks  and  numbers 
irhich  shall  have  been  set  thereon  by  or  under  the 
direction  of  any  officer  of  inspection  shall  be  de- 
faced and  obliterated  in  the  preseoce  of  lome  offi- 


inspection  or  of  the  customs,  who  shall,  on 
lice  being  given,  attend  for  that  purpose,  at 
which  time  the  certificate  which  ought  to  ac- 
company such  cask,  chest,  vessel  or  case,  shall 
also  be  returned  and  cancelled :  And  every  per- 
who  shall  obliterate,  oounterfeil,  alter,  or  de- 
face, any  mark  or  number  placed  by  an  officer  of 
inspection  upon  any  cask,  chest,  vessel,  or  caae, 
containing  distilled  spirits,  wines  oi  teas,  or  any 
certificate  thereof;  or  who  shall  sell  or  in  any 
way  alienate  or  remove  any  cask,  chest,  vessel,  oi 
case,  which  has  been  emptied  of  its  contents,  bo-- 
fore  the  marks  and  numbers  set  thereon  purautml 
to  the  provisions  aforesaid  shall  have  been  de- 
faced or  obliterated,  in  presence  of  an  officer  of 
inspection  as  aforesaid ;  or  who  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  deliver  the  certificate  issued  to  accom^ 
paoy  the  cask,  chest,  vesseL  or  case,  of  which  the- 
marks  and  numbers  shall  have  been  defaced  of 
obliterated  in  manner  aforesaid,  on  being  thereto 
required  bv  an  officer  ol  inspection  or  of  the  cus- 
toms, shall  for  each  ajid  every  such  offence  for- 
feit and  pay  one  hundred  dollars,  with  costs  of  suit. 
Sbc,  45.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That,  in  or- 
der to  ascertain  what  articles  ought  to  be  exempt 
from  duty,  as  the  sea-stores  of  a  snip  or  vessel,  the 
master  or  other  person  having  the  charge  or  com- 
mand of.  any  snip  or  vessel  shall  particularly 
specifv  the  said  articles,  in  the  report  or  manifest 
to  be  by  him  made,  designating  them  as  the  sea- 
stores  of  such  ship  or  vessel;  and  in  the  oath  to 
be  taken  by  such  master,  or  other  person,  on  ma- 
king luch  report  in  manner  before  prescribed,  he 
shall  declare  that  the  articles  so  specified  as  sea- 
truly  such,  and  are  not  intended  byway 
of  merchandise  or  for  sale :  whereupon  the  aaid 
articles  shall  be  free  from  duty.  Provided^diDaya, 
That  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  collector  to  whom 
such  report  and  manifest  shall  be  made  and  deliv- 
ered, together  with  the  naval  officer  where  there 
is  one,  or  alone  where  there  is  none,  that  the 
quantities  of  the  saidarticles,  orof  any  part  there- 
of, so  reported  as  sea-stores,  are  excessive,  It  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  collector,  jointly  with  the 
naval  officer,  or  alone,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  his 
or  their  discretion,  to  estimate  the  amount  of  the 
duty  on  such  excess,  which  shall  be  forthwith 
paid  by  the  said  master  or  other  person  having  the 
charge  or  command  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  to  the 
aaid  collector,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  the  value  of 
such  excess :  And  if  any  other  or  greater  quantity 
of  articles  are  found  on  hoard  such  ship  or  vessel 
-stores  than  are  specified  in  such  entry,  or 
of  the  said  articles  shall  be  landed  without 
a  permit  first  obtained  from  the  collector  and 
naval  officer  of  the  port  (where  any)  for  that  pur- 
pose, all  such  articles  as  ate  not  included,  as  afore- 
said, in  the  report  or  manifest  delivered  on  oath 
or  affirmatioQ,  as  aforesaid,  by  the  master  or  other 
person  having  the  charge  or  command  of  such 
ship  or  vessel,  or  which  ^hall  be  landed  without 
such  permit  as  aforeaaid,  shall  be  forfeited,  and 
may  be  seized  ;  and  the  master,  or  person  having 
the  command  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  more- 
over forfeit  and  pay  treble  the  amount  or  value  of 
the  articles  so  omitted  or  landed. 
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Sec.  46.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  Thai  from 
and  after  (hethiriielh  day  of  June  next,  Ihe  wear- 
ing Bpparel,  and  oiher  personal  baggage,  and  ihe 
tools  or  implements  of  a  mechanical  trade  only. 
of  persons  who  arrive  in  the  UDiied  States,  shall 
be  free  and  exempted  from  duly  ;  and  to  ascertain 
what  articles  ought  to  be  exempted,  accordine;  to 
the  true  intent  atid  meaning  of  ibeprovisionalore- 
wid,  it  is  directed  that  due  entfv  thereof,  as  of 
Other  ^ods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  but  separate 
and  distinct  from  lliBt  of  any  other  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  from  a  foreign  port  or 
|)lace,  shall  be  made  with  the  collectorof  the  district 
in  which  the  said  articles  are  intended  to  be  land- 
ed, by  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  or  his,  her,  or 
their  agent,  expressing  the  persons  by  whom  or 
for  whom  such  entry  is  made,  and  pariicutarizini< 
the  several  packages,  and  their  contents,  witn 
their  marks  and  DDmbers  ;  and  the  person  or  per- 
sons who  shall  make  the  entry,  shall  take  and 
subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  the  said 
collector,  as  the  case  may  require,  in  manner  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

District  of ,  ss.,  fori  oj ; 

I  [here  insert  the  name  of  the  person  making 
the  entry]  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly  swear 
(or  affirm)  that  the  entry  subscribed  by  me  and 
hereto  annexed,  contains,  to  tbe  best  of  my  know- 
ledge and  belief,  a  true  and  just  account  of 
the  contents  of  the  several  [here  insert  whether 
chests,  cases,  or  packages,]  mentioned  in  the  said 
entry,  imparted  in  the,  [here  insert  the  name  of 
the  vessel  and  master's  name,]  from  [here  in- 
sert Ihe  port  from  which  arrived,]  and  that  they 
contain  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  whai- 
arer,  olker  than  the  wearing  apparil  and  other 
personal  baggage,  (or  if  the  case  require,)  and  the 
tools  of  the  trade  of  [here  insert  what  mechanical 
trade,]  all  of  which  are  tbe  property  of  [here  insert 
to  whom  belonging,  and  family,  as  the  case  may 
require,]  who  hasorhavearrivei]  (or, as  tbe  case  may 
require,)  who  is  or  are  shortly  expected  to  arrive 
in  the  United  States;  and  are  not  directly  or  indi- 
tectly  imported  for  any  other  person  or  persons,  or 
intended  for  sale.     So  help  me  God. 

And  in  case  the  parly  shall  be  other  than  the 
owner  of  the  said  articles,  he  or  she  shall  give 
bond,  with  one  or  more  sureties  (o  the  satisfaction 
of  the  said  loUector.  in  a  sum  equal  to  what  would 
be  the  amount  of  the  duties  on  the  said  articles, 
imported  subiect  to  duty ;  the  form  of  which  bond 
shall  be  as  follows: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  [here 
insert  the  names  of  the  principal  and  sureties,]  are 
held  and  firmly  bound  unto  tne  United  States  of 

America,  in  the  sum  of ,  to  be  paid  to  the 

said  United  Slates ;  for  the  payment  whereof  we 
bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  and  adminis- 
bators,  jointly  and  severally,  firmly  by  these  pres- 
ents, sealed  with  out  seals.    Dated  ike day 

of  ',  in  the year  of  the  independence 

of  the  United  Slates,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand . 

Whereas  the  aboTe-named has  this  day, 

for  and  in  behalf  of  — — ,  exhibited  an  entry,  j  collector  of  the  district  with  wbotn  sach 


subscribed  with  his  name,  of  the  following  pack- 
ages of  wearing  apparel  and  othe  articles,  as  be- 
ing exempted  from  duty,  [here  insert  the  nmnbei 
and  description  of  packages,  together  with  thm 
marks  and  numbers,]  ana  has  made  oath  btfort 

the  collector  of  the  district  of ,  that  thesaid 

articles  are  the  property  of  the  said ,  that 

Ihey  are  truly  and  dona  ^(ie  intended  for  the  lole 
use  of  himself  and  family,  [as  the  case  may  le- 

Suire,]  and  ate  not  directly  or  indirectly  imporlfd 
}r  any  other  person,  or  intended  for  sale : 
Now,  therefore,  the  condition  of  ibis  obli^tioo 

is  s'icb,  that  if  the  said shall,  withiD  one 

year  from  the  date  hereol,  take  end  subscribe  1^ 
oath  prescribed  by  law  in  such  case,  before  the 
said  collector,  or  if  the  said  oath,  duly  aoibenlica- 
led,  shall  he  produced  to  tbe  said  collector,  agree- 
ably lo  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said 
law,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void,  or  else  to  re- 
main and  be  in  fuliforce  and  virtue. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 

And  on  comidianee  with  the  conditions  afore- 
said, and  not  otherwise,  a  permit  shall  and  may  be 
granted  for  landing  the  said  articles:  Prmidei. 
neverthelett,  That  whenever  the  collector  and 
naval  officer  (if  any)  shall  think  proper  so  to  do. 
they  may  and  are  hereby  authoriz«l,  io  lieu  of  ibt 
provisions  and  directions  before  meniioned,  to  di- 
rect the  baggage  of  any  person  aniTiiig  within  t^ 
United  States,  to  be  examined  by  the  stirveyor  of 
the  port,  or  an  inspector  of  the  cuatoms,  and  to 
make  a  return  of  the  same  ;  and  if  anj  articUs 
shall  be  contained  therein,  which  in  their  opinioD 
ought  not  to  be  exempted  from  duty,  according  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  doe  entry 
shall  be  made  therefor,  and  the  duties  tliereoapai^ 
or  secured  to  be  paid  :  Andprovided,  Thatwhea- 
ever  any  article  or  articles,  subject  to  duty,  ac- 
cording to  tbe  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act. 
shall  be  found  in  the  baggage  of  any  peisoa  arn'r- 
ing  within  the  United  States,  which  shall  doc  ai 
the  time  ol. making  entry  for  such  baggafe.be 
mentioned  to  the  collector  before  whom  such  ea- 
try  is  made  by  tbe  person  making  the  same,  all 
such  articles  so  found  shall  be  forfeited,  and  tlM 
person  in  whose  bagsage  they  shall  be  round,  shall 
moreover  forfeit  ana  pay  treble  tbe  value  of  sack 

Sec.  47.  And  be  U further  enacted^  Tfaaionanf 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  of  the  growth  at 
manufacture  of  the  United  Slates,  which  may  ban 
been  exported  to  some  foreign  port  or  place;  anJ 
brought  back  to  the  said  States,  and  upon  whtck 
no  drawback,  bounty,  or  allowance,  has  been  paid. 
DO  duty  shall  be  demanded.  Prooided,  That  the 
regulations  hereinafter  prpscribed  for  aseertaiolng 
the  identity  of  such  goixlE.  wares,  or  loerchaadise. 
be  observed  and  complied  with. 

Sec.  48.  And  be  it  further  maded,  That  repor 
and  entry  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  retuia- 
ed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  made  as  in  other  cases  a. 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  froiD  • 
foreign  port  or  place ;  and  proof,  by  oath  ~ 


ation  of  the  poison  or  persons  haviag  Itnowledeea 
the  facts,  shall  be  made  lo  the  satiafactton  of  li: 
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ahalt  be  made,  jointly  with  the  navBl  officer,  if 
there  be  a  DHval  officer,  or  alone,  if  there  be  no  oa- 
Til  officer,  that  the  said  articles  nad  been  exported 
from  the  United  Stales,  as  of  the  growth,  produce, 
or  maDnfacture  of  the  saiiie,aad  of  the  time  when, 
bf  whom,  in  what  ship  or  vessel,  aud  for  what 
port  oT  place,  they  were  to  exported  ;  the  form  of 
which  oath  or  amrinaiioo  ihali  be  as  folloWN 
Dittrictqf ,  Ba.,portof .- 

LA.  B.,  do  solemnlr,  sincerely,  and  truly  swear 
(or  affiim,  aa  the  case  may  be)  that  the  SBverat  ar- 
ticles of  nierchaodise.meatioaed  in  theentiy  hereto 
aaneied,  are,  to  the  best  my  koowledge  and  belief, 
truly  Bod  bonafide  of  the  growth,  product,  or  i 
ufacture,  of  the  United  States,  (as  the  cane  may 
be,)  and  that  they  were  truly  exported  and  im- 
poned,  as  therein  expressed,  and  that  no  drawback. 
doUDty,  or  allowance,  has  dccd  paid  or  thereon, 
any  part  thereof.     So  help  ine  God. 

Swotn  to,  A.  B 

And  if  the  collector,  who  may  receive  the  eatry 
iforoaid,  shall  be  other  tbao  the  collector  of  the 
district  from  which  the  said  articles  shall  have 
been  exported,  a  certificate  of  the  latter  shall  be 
produced  to  the  former,  testifying  the  ezportatii 
thereof,  the  form  of  which  shall  be  as  followi: 
Uixtrici  of ,port  of .- 

This  is  to  certify  that  there  were  cleared  out 
this  port  on  the  [insert  the  day  of  clearance,] 
Ae  [insert  the  denomination  and  name  of  the  les- 
tel,]  whereof  [insert  the   name]  was  master,  for 

! insert  the  port  or  place  for  which  cleared,]  the 
allavtng  articles  of  merchandise,  [here  enumer- 
■le  the  number  of  packages,  their  denominations, 
marks,  and  numbers,  together  with  their  con- 
tents.] on  which  no  drawback,  allowance,  or 
bounty,  has  been  paid  or  admitted. 

A.  B.,  aUtctor 
C.  D.,  \aval  Offieer. 

Whereupon  a  permit  shall  and  may  be  granted 
for  landing  the  same.  Provided,  That  if  the  said 
certificate  cannot  be  imnlediately  prodoced,  and  if 
the  proof  otherwise  requited  shall  be  made,  a  bond 
ihall  and  may  be  giren  in  the  following  form, 
with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  Mtisfaction  of 
the  collector  of  the  district,  within  which  the  said 
articles  are  intended  to  be  landed,  in  a  sam  equal 
to  what  tbe  duties  would  be  on  the  said  articles,  if 
they  were  aot  of  tbe  Krowtb,  product,  or  manu- 
fsciure,  of  the  United  States: 

Know  all  men,  by  these  presents,  that  we,  [in- 
Mti  the  name  of  the  principal.and  sureties,]  are 
held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  United  States  of 

America,  in  the  sum  of "  ,  to  be  paid  to  the 

nid  United  States;  for  which  payment  welt  and 
truly  to  be  made,  we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  ex- 
ecutors, and  administrators,  jointly  and  severally, 
firmly  by  these  presents.    Sealed  with  our  seals, 

wd  dated  this day  of ,  in  the  

;ear  of  the  ind^Kndeace  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
ID  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seren  hun- 
dred and  ninety . 

Whereas  '  has  this  day  made  entry  at  the 
euKom-house  of  theportof  — — ,  of  thefoUow- 


ing  articles,  viz :  [here  pAiicularize  the  packagea, 
marks,  numbers,  and  contents,]  as  per  entry  by 
him  subscribed,  and  has  likewise  sworn  (or  affirm- 
ed) before  the  collector  of  the  said  port,  that  the 
said  articles  are  of  tbe  growth,  product,  or  manu- 
facture, of  the  United  States,  and  that  they  were- 

exported  from  the  district  of ,  in  the  , 

whereof was  masler,on  or  about  the  — :— ; 

and  whereas  the  duties  od  the  aforesaid  articles, 
if  of  foreign  growth  or  importation,  would  amount 

to  tbe  aforesaid  sum  of . 

The  condition,  therefore,  of  this  obligation  a 

such,  that  if  the  above  bounden do,  within 

six  months  fromxhe  dale  hereof,  produce,  or  cause 
to  be  produced,  to  the  collector  of  the  district  of 

,  a  ceriincBte  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the 

collector  (and  navel  officer,  if  any)  of  the  afore- 

wid  port  of ,  of  the  said  articles  having 

been  actually  exported  from  thence,  as  herein  set 
forth,  subject  to  no  drawback,  bonnty,  or  allow- 
ance,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void  and  of  no  ef- 
fect, otherwise  it  shall  be  and  remain  in  full  force 


Sealed  and  delivered  in 

And  upon  receiving  a  bond  as  aforesaid,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  collector,  and  naval  officer, 
where  anT,  to  grant  a  permit  for  landing  of  tbe 
said  articles  in  like  manner  as  if  the  said  ceitifi- 
cate  had  been  produced ;  and  in  default  of  such 
certificate  beic?  produced,  within  the  time  limited 
in  such  bond,  tne  collector  taking  the  same  is  re- 
quired end  enjoined  to  enforce  the  payment  there- 
of, as  in  the  ease  of  other  bonds  taken  for  duties 
on  goods,  ware*,  and  merchandise  imported  into 
the  United  Stales. 

Sec.  49.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  all 
oaths  or  affirmations  to  be  taken,  apoa  making  of 
any  of  the  reports  or  entries,  or  respecting  any  of 
the  acts  herein  mentioned,  whether  by  the  master 
or  other  person  having  the  charge  or  command  of 
any  ship  or  vessel,  or  the  owner  or  consignee  of 
any  goods,  waree,  or  merchandise,  his  or  her  factor 
or  agent,  or  by  anyother  person,  shall  be  admin- 
istered by  the  collector,  or  officer  to  or  with  whom 
report  ui  entry  shall  be  made,  and  shall  be  reduced 
to  writing,  and  subscribed  by  the  person  swearing 
or  affirming,  and  also  by  the  person  administering 
the  said  oalhs  or  affirmatioos.  And  the  collector 
jointly  with  the  naval  officer,  or  alone  where  there 
IS  none,  shall,  according  to  tne  best  of  his  or  iheir 
judgment  or  information,  make  a  gross  estimate 
'  tae  amount  of  the  duties  on  the  goods,  wares, 

merchandise,  to  which  the  entry  of  any  owner 

consignee,  his  or  her  factor  or  agent  shall  relate, 
which  estimate  shall  be  endorsed  upon  such  entry, 
and  signed  bv  the  officer  or  officers  making  tbe 
same.  And  tne  amount  of  the  said  estimate  du- 
tiea  having  been  first  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid, 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  said 
collector  shall,  together  with  the  naval  officer, 
where  there  is  one,  or  aloae  where  there  is  none, 
grant  a  permit  to  land  the  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, whereof  entry  shall  have  been  so  madfc 
and  then,  and  not  before,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  land 
the  said  Koods;  and  all  permits  shall  specify,  as 
particulaily  as  may  be,  tbe  goods  to  be  delivered. 
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oamelf.  the  number  aiA  description  of  the  pack- 
ages, wnel  tier  trunk,  bale,  chest,  box,  case,  pipe, 
hogshead,  barrel,  keg,  or  any  other  packages  what' 
ever,  with  the  mark  and  number  of  eacb  package, 
and  as  far  as  circum stances  will  admit,  the  coo- 
tents  thereof,  together  with  the  names  of  the  ves- 
sel and  master,  in  which,  and  the  place  from 
whence  they  were  imported  ;  and  no  goods,  wares, 
oi  merchandise,  shall  be  delivered  by  any  in- 
spector or  other  officer  of  the  cnstoms,  that  shall 
not  fully  agree  with  the  description  thereof  in  such 
permit:  And  the  farm  of  all  permits  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid,  and  for  deliveries  from  the  public 
ttores,  shall  be  as  follows  r 

Port,  of . 

To  the  inspectors  of  the  port  (or)  the  keeper  of 
the  public  store  (as  the  case  may  reguire.) 
We  certify,  that  finseit  the  name  of  the  actual 
owner  or  consignee]  has  paid  (or)  secured  to  be 

Said  (as  the  case  may  be)  the  duties  on  merchan- 
ise  contained  in  the  following  packages,  io  con- 
formity to  the  entry  thereof  of  this  (Hite,  which 
merchandise  was  imported  in  the  [insert  the  de- 

noraination  and  name  of  the  vessel,  maste  ' 

and  the  port  from  which  arrived]  pern 
accordingly  hereby  given  to  land  (or)  deliver  the 
same,  viz;  [here  particularly  insert  the  mark. 
number,  and  deDomination  of  each  package,  and 
as  far  SB  may  he,  their  contents^  noting  those  arti- 
cles that  are  to  be  either  weighed,  gauged,  or 
measured.]  A.  B.,  Collectcr. 

C.  D.,  Naval  Officer. 
Sec.  50.  And  be  it  Jiirther  enacted,  That  nu 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  brought  in  any  ship 
or  vessel  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  shall  be 
unladen  or  delivered  from  such  ship  or  vessel, 
within  the  United  States,  but  in  open  day,  that  is 
to  say,  between  the  rising  and  setiioK  of  the  sun, 
except  bv  special  license  from  the  collector  of  the 
pott,  ana  naval  officer  of  the  same,  where  there  is 
one,  for  that  purpose,  nor  at  any  time  without  a 
permit  from  the  collector,  and  naval  officer,  if  any, 
foe  such  unlading  or  delivery ;  and  if  any  goodt, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  unladen  or  deliv- 
ered from  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  contrary  to  the 
direction  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them,  the  master  or 
person  having  the  charge  or  command  of  such 
■hip  or  vessel  and  everv  other  person  who  shall 
knowingly  be  concernea,  or  aiding  therein,  or  in 
Temoviag,  storing,  or  otherwise  securing  the  said 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  forfeit  and  pay, 
each  and  severally,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dol- 
lars for  each  offence,  and  shall  be  disabled  from 
holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the 
Uuiled  States,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  seven 
years  J  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  of 
the  district,  to  advertise  the  names  of  all  such 
persons  in  a  newspaper,  printed  in  the  State  in 
which  he  resides,  within  twenty  days  after  each 
respective  conviction;  and  all  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  so  unladen  or  delivered,  snail  become 
forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  by  any  of  the  officers 
at  the  customs;  and  where  the  value  thereof,  ac- 
cording to  the  highest  market  price  of  the  same, 
at  tbe  port  or  diatiiet  where  landed,  shall  amount 


to  .four  hundred  dollars,  the  vessel,  tackle^  apparel,      ; 
and  furniture,  shall  be  subject  to  like  forfeiture 

Sec.  51.   And  be  U  fiarther  enacted,  That  no 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  brought  in  any  ship 
vessel,  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  reqairiag 
be  weighed,  ^uged,  or  measured,  iu  order  to 
-.certain  the  duties  thereupon,  shall,  withoat  the 
conseoi  of  the  proper  officer,  be  removed  fromany 
'^arf,  or  place,  upon  which  the  same  may  be 
landed  or  put,  before  the  same  shall  have  been  so 
ighed,  gauged,  or  measured,  and  if  spirits,  wine^ 
s  or  sugars,  before  the  proof,  or  quality,  and 
quantity  Ibereof  is  ascertained  and  marked  ibece- 
by  or  under  the  direction  of  the  proper  officer 
that  purpose;  and  if  any  such  goods,  ware^, 
Dercbandise,  shall  be  removed  from  such  wharf 
place,  unless,  with  the  consent  of  the   propei 
officer  had  and  obtained,  before  the  same  shall 
1  so  weighed,  gauged,  or  measured,  and 
if  spirits,  wines,  teas,  or  suoars,  before  the  proof 
or.quality  and  quantity,  shall  have  been  bo  ascer- 
tained and  marked,  the  same  shall  be  forfeited, 
and  may  be  seized  by  any  officer  of  the  customs 
or  inspection. 

Sec.  52.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ill 
soods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  of  which  entry  shall 
have  been  made  incomplete,  or  without  the  speci- 
fication of  particular^  either  for  want  of  the  tm- 
ginal  invoice  or  invoices,  or  for  any  other  cao^e. 
OT  which  shall  have  received  damage  during  the 
voyage,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  proper  officer;  oi 
the  port  or  district  in  which  the  said  goods,  wart:, 
or  merchandise,  shall  arrive,  shall  be  conveyed  to 
some  warehouse  or  storehouse,  to  be  designated 
by  the  collector,  in  the  parcels  or  packages  con- 
taining the  same,  there  to  remain  with  due  and 
reasonable  care,  at  the  expense  and  risk  of  the 
owner  or  consignee,  under  the  care  of  aome  pro- 
per officer,  until  tbe  particulars,  cost,  or  value,  as 
the  case  roay  require,  shall  have  been  ascertained 
either  by  the  exhibition  of  tbe  original  invoice  or 
invoices  thereof,  or  by  appraisement,  at  theoptton 
of  the  owner,  importer  or  consignee,  in  maoDer 
hereafter  provided,  and  until  the  duties  thereon 
shall  have  been  paid  or  secured  to  be  paid,  and  a 
permit  granted  ny  tne  collector  for  the  delivny 
thereof.  And  for  the  appraisement  of  gi>ad& 
wares,  and  merchandise,  not  accompanied  wiili 
the  original  invoice  of  their  cost^  or  to  ascertain 
the  damage  thereon  received  daring  the  voyage, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  collector,  and  upon  re- 
quest of  the  parly,  he  is  required  to  af^miot  oM 
merchant,  ana  the  owner,  importer,  or  consigDei 
to  appoint  another,  who  shall  apprsise  or  valet 
the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  accordini- 
ly,  which  appraisement  shall  be  subscribed  by  tht 
parties  making  the  same,  and  be  verified  oa'taA 
or  affirmation  before  the  said  collectoo' ;  whick 
oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  in  the  form  followia; 

We  [insert  the  names  of  the  persons]  appoiniri 
by  the  collector  of  [here  insert  the  name  of  tit 
port  or  district]  and  [here  insert  the  name  v 
names  of  the  importer  or  imporiersj  to  asce 
the  contents,  and  appraise  tbe  value  of  tbe 
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cbaDdise  coniaioed  ia  the  leveral  packages  de- 
scribed in  the  within  or  annexed  entrp  or  bccoqul 
do  Eolemnly,  siocerely  and  troiy  swear  (or  affirm) 
that  ihe  sererel  arlicles  deuil^d  in  the  annexed 
apptaiieoient,  Bubscribed  with  our  aames,  con- 
laias  a  full  and  irue  account  of  all  (he  merchan- 
dise whatsoever  contained  in  the  several  packages 
meniioned  in  tueh  eDttr  or  accoant,  and  that  the 
several  prices  by  ns  affixed  to  each  article  are,  to 
the  be«t  of  our  skill  and  judgment,  the  true  and 
actual  value  or  cost  thereof,  at  the  place  of  ex- 
portation.   So  help  ns  God. 

And  in  reapect  to  articles  that  h«ve  been  dam- 
aged, dutiDS  the  voifage,  u  aforesaid,  whether 
subject  to  a  duty  ad  valorem,  or  which  areeharge- 
sbte  with  a  specific  doty,  either  by  namber,  weight, 
or  measure,  the  appraisers  as  aforesaid  shall,  in 
like  manner,  asceriaiu  and  certify,  to  what  rate  or 
per  ceniBgethe  raid  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
are  damaged,  and  the  rate  or  per  eentage  of  dam- 
age, so  ascertained  and  certified,  shall  he  deducted 
from  the  oiiginal  amount,  subject  to  a  duty  ad 
valorem,  or  from  the  bcIubI  or  original  number, 
weight,  or  measure,  on  which  specific  daties  would 
have  been  computed :  Provided,  That  no  allow- 
ance for  the  damage  on  any  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise, that  have  been  entered,  and  on  which 
the  duties  have  been  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid, 
and  for  which  a  permit  has  been  granted  to  the 
owner  or  consignee  thereof,  and  which  may,  on 
examining  the  same,  prove  to  be  damaged,  shall 
be  made,  unless  proof  to  ascertain  such  damage 
shall  be  lodged  in  the  cnaiom-house  of  the  port  or 
place  where  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
have  been  landed,  within  ten  days  after  the  land- 
ing of  such  merchandise.  And  every  person  who 
shall  he  appointed  to  ascertain  the  damage  during 
the  voyage,  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
shall  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  in 
Eh«  following  form,  to  wit : 

We  [insert  the  names  of  the  persons]  appointed 
by  the  collector  of  the  district  of  [insert  the  name 
of  the  district]  and  [insert  the  name  or  names  of 
the  owner  or  owners,  consignee  or  consignees]  to 
ascertain  and  appraise  the  damage  sustained  on 
merchandise  imported  by  [insert  the  name  or 
names  of  the  importer  or  importers]  in  the  [insert 
denomioation  and  name  of  the  vessel]  wnereof 
[insert  the  name]  is  master,  from  [insert  the  port 
or  place  from  which  imported]  do  solemnly,  sin- 
cerely, and  truly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  we  have 
carefully  examined  the  several  pacKBges  hereafter 
enumerated  and  described,  and  find  the  several 
articles  of  merchandise,  as  particularly  detailed, 
contained  in  the  said  packages,  to  have  receivea 
as  we  believe,  during  the  voyage  of  importation, 
and  that  the  allowance,  by  ns  made  for  such  dam- 
I  the  best  of  our  sltitl  and  judgment, 


age,  IS  lo  the  best 
So  help  ns  God. 


S3.  And  be  HJwiher  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  colleetcr  of  any  district  at  which 
any  ship  or  vessel  may  arrive,  and  immediately 
on  her  tint  coming  within  such  district^  and  for 
the  surveyor  of  any  port  where  such  ship  be.  lo 
put  and  keep  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  wnile 
x-emainiDg  within  such  diaCrict,  or  in  goiog  from 


district  to  another,  one  or  more  inspectors,  to 
the  cargo,  or  conteata  of  such  ship  or 
vessel,  and  to  superintend  the  delivery  thereof,  or 
of  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  delivered  within 
the  United  Srales  and  lo  perform  such  other  du- 
ties, according  to  law,  as  tney  shall  be  directed  by 
the  said  collector  or  surveyor,  lo  perform  for  the 
better  securing  the  collection  of  the  duties:  Ptv- 
vided.  That  collectors  only  shall  have  power  to 

Eat  on  board  ships  or  vessels,  inspectors  to  go 
rom  onedislrict  to  another;  and  the  said  inspector 
or  inspectors  shall  make  known  lo  the  person  hav- 
ing the  charge  or  command  of  such  ship  or  vessel, 
the  duties  he  or  they,  is  or  are,  so  to  perform  ;  and 
shall  suffer  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  of 
any  kind  or  nature  whatsoever  lo  be  landed  or 
mladeD,  or  otherwise  taken  or  removed  from  such 
•hip  or  vessel,  without  a  permit,  in  writing,  from 
the  collector  of  the  port,  and  navtt  officer  toereof, 
where  any,  first  had  and  granted  for  that  purpose ; 
'-id  the  inspector  aforesaid  shall  enter  in  a  book, 
be  by  him  or  each  of  them  kept  accordine  ^o 
such  a  form  as  shall  be  prescribed  or  approved  by 
the  collector,  the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or 
persons  in  whose  behalf  (uch  permits  are  grauied, 
together  with  the  paiticnlars  therein  specified,  and 
the  marks,  numbers,  kinds,  and  description,  of  the 
respective  packages,  which  shall  be  unladen  pur- 
suant thereto,  and  shall  keep  a  like  account  in  the 
said  book,  of  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
which,  not  having  been  entered  within  the  time 
limited  by  this  act,  or  for  some  other  cause,  have 
been  sent  to  the  store  or  warehouse,  provided  for 
I  of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise :  wtich  book  shall  be  delivered  to  the  sur- 
veyor, in  the  month  of  January  in  every  year,  for 
''~  1,  and  immediately  after  such  inspec- 
isniitedby  the  surveyor,  with  such 
observations  as  he  may  think  necessary  thereoiL 
'    the  collector,  to  be  deposited  in  his  oSice.   Ana 

)hall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  inspector  or  in-  * 
_  sctors,  to  attend  to  the  detiverv  of  the  cargo  or 
cargoes  under  their  ctre,  at  all  times  when  the 
unlading  or  delivery  of  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, is  lawful,  particularly  from  the  rising 
'till  the  settinz  of  the  sun  on  each  day,  Sundays 
and  the  Pourih  day  of  July  in  each  year  except- 
ed; for  which  purpose  they  shall  constantly  at- 
tend and  remain  on  board  the  vessel  or  vessels  the 
deliveries  from  which  they  are  to  superintend,  or 
at  any  other  stations  where  their  inspection  is  ne- 
cessary: And  said  inspector  or  inspectors  shall 
not  quit  such  stations  or  places,  without  the  leave 
of  the  surveyor  of  the  port  first  had  and  obtained 
for  that  purpose,  who  shall  appoint  another  in- 
spector, (if  he  shall  judge  it  necessary,)  to  supply 
ttie  place  of  such  inspector  or  inspectors,  dnrintr 
his  or  ibeir  absence;  and  any  inspector  who  shall 
neglect  or  in  any  manner  act  contrary  to  the  du- 
ties hereby  enjoined,  shall,  for  the  first  offence, 
forfeit  and  pay  the  fuia  of  fifty  dollars;  and,  for 
the  second  offence,  shall  be  displaced,  and  be  inca- 
pable of  holding  any  station  of  trust  or  profit  un- 
der the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States,  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  seven  years.  And  no  inspect- 
or or  inspectors  shall  perform  any  other  daties  or 
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serTice,  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel,  the  ailperin- 
tendeDce  uf  wbich.  is  committed  tu  him  or  tbeia, 
for  aoy  per»iD  or  persoos  whatever,  other  than 
what  is  required  by  this  act,  under  the  peaalty  of 
being  disabled  froin  acting  any  longer  as  an  in- 
spector of  the  customs ;  and  the  wages  or  com- 
peDsalion  of  such  inspector  or  inspectors,  as  may 
proceed  from  one  district  to  another,  shall  be  de- 
frayed  hy  the  master  or  person  baving  charge  w 
command  of  the  ship  or  vessel  comimtted  to  his 
or  their  care;  and  every  inspector  or  other  officer 
of  the  revenue,  while  performing  any  duty  od 
board  any  ship  or  vessel,  not  in  a  port  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stales,  discharging  her  cargo,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  from  the  master  of  such  ship  or  vessel, 
juch  provisions  and  accommodations  as  are  usu- 
ally supplied  to  passeagers,  or  as  the  state  and 
condition  of  such  ship  or  vessel  will  admit,  on  re- 
ceiving iheredv  fifty  cents  per  diem ;  and  any 
master  of  any  snip  or  vessel,  who  shall  refuse  pro- 
visions  and  reasonable  accommodations  as  atore- 
said,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  54.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  all  collectors,  naval  officers, 
surveyors,  inspectors,  and  the  officers  of  the  revenue 
cutters,  hereinafter  mentioned,  to  go  on  board  of 
ships  and  vessels,  in  any  port  of  the  United  States, 
or  wiihiofourleaguesof  the  coast  thereof,  if  bound 
to  the  United  States,  whether  In  or  out  of  their  re- 
spective distiictSj  for  the  purpose!  of  demaudiog 
the  manifests  aforesaid,  and  of  examining  and 
■earching  the  said  ships  or  vessels  ;  and  the  said 
officers  respectively  shall  have  free  access  to  the 
cabin  and  every  other  part  of  a  ship  or  vessel ; 
and  if  any  box,  trunk,  chest,  cask,  or  other  pack- 
age, shall  be  found  in  the  cabin,  steerage,  or  fore- 
castle of  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  ia  any  other  place, 
separate  from  the  residue  w  the  oftrgo,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  officer  lo  take  a  particular  ac- 
count of  every  such  box.  trunk,  chest,  cask,  or 
r  package,  and  of  tne  marks  and  numbers 

eoi,  if  any  there  be,  and  a  description  thereof, 

and,  if  he  shall  judge  proper,  to  put  a  seal  or  seals 
on  every  such  box,  trunk,  chest,  cask,  or  other 
package ;  and  such  an  account  and  description 
shall  be  by  him  forwarded  without  delay  to  tbe 
collector  of  the  district  to  which  such  ship  or  ves- 
sd  is  bound.  And  if,  upon  her  arrival  at  the  port 
of  her  entry,  the  boxes,  trunks,  chests,  casks,  oi 
other  packages  so  described,  or  any  of  them,  shall 
be  missing,  or  if  the  seals  put  thereon  be  broken, 
the  master  or  commauder  of  such  ship  or  vessel 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  box,  trunk, 
cbesL  cask,  or  Otner  package,  so  missing,  or  of 
whica  tbe  seals  shall  be  broken,  the  turn  of  two 
hundred  dollars.  And  it  shall  also  be  lawful  for 
the  inspectors  who  may  he  put  on  board  of  any 
ship  or  vessel,  (and  they  are  hereby  required  and 
enjoined  so  to  do.)  to  secure  after  sunset  in  each 
evening,  or  previous  to  their  quitting  the  ship  or 
vessel,  the  batches  and  other  communications  with 
the  hold  of  such  ahip  or  vessel,  or  any  other  part 
thereof  he  or  they  may  judge  necessary,  with  locks 
or  other  proper  fastenmgs,  which  lacks  or  other 
&stenings  shall  not  be  opened,  broken,  or  removed, 
until  the  morning  following,  or  after  the  rising  of 


!  sun,  and  iu  tbe  presence  of  the  inspector  or 

ipectors,  by  whom  the  same  shall  have  been  so 

affixed,  except  by  special  license  from  the  coUect- 

of  the  port,  and  naval  officer  thereof,  if  any.  foi 

It  purpose  first  had  and  obtained.     And  if  ih( 

said  locks  or  other  fastenings,  or  any  of  them. 

thall  be  broken  or  removed,  daring  the  ni^t.  or 

jefore  the  said  rising  of  the  sun,  or  without  the 

presence  of  the  said  inspector  or  inspeciotv  oi 

without  such  license  first  had  and  t^tained.o 


the  inspector  c 


shall  be  immediately  given  by 
ispectors,  to  the  coUectof  and 


the  vessel  may  be  ;  and  the  master,  t 
son  having  the  charge  or  command  of  any  such 
ship  or  VMsel,  shall,  for  each  or  every  of  tlie  of- 
fences aforesaid,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  Gvt 
hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  55.  And  be  Ufurtiter  enacted,  That,  whea 
the  delivery  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchaodtse. 
from  on  board  ofany  ship  or  vessel,  shall  hart 
been  completed,  copies  of  the  accounts  or  entrtet. 
which  shall  have  been  kept  or  made  thereof,  by 
the  officer  or  officers  who  shall  have  been  ckargol 
with  the  said  deliveries,  shall  be  retamed  lo  thf 
collector  and  naval  officer  of  the  same,  if  aar 
there  be,  within  three  days  after  such  delivtn 
hath  been  completed,  if  at  the  pent  where  sock 


exceeding  fifteen  days;  and  the  accounts  c 
tries  to  be  returned  as  aforesaid,  shall  comprise  all 
deliveries  made  pursuant  to  permits  as  aforesaid, 
and  all  packages  or  merchandise  seot  to  the  pi^ 
lie  stoics;  also  each  and  every  package reroaioJaj 
on  b<Mrd  such  ship  or  vessel,  for  the  purpose  <£ 
being  exported  therain,  to  a  foreign  port  or  place, 
or  to  some  other  district  of  the  United  States, 
And  the  returns  of  the  inspectors,  to  be  nude  u 
aforesaid,    shall    be  according  to  the   roUowtag 


spection,  pursuant  to  permits  for  that  pnrpoM. 
Irom  on  board  the  [ioseit  the  names  of  the  veswi 
and  master]  from  [Insert  the  port  frota  which  the 
vessel  arrived.] 


*  9        = 
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And  ibe  relurns  to  be  made  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  sigoed  by  the  inspectors  respeclively,  under 
whose  supermteDdeoce  the  deliveries  sbBll  have 
been  made;  and.  aflei  examinatioD,  aad  beia| 
foond  correct,  said  reiuros  shall  be 


r  certified  by  the  surveyor  of  the  port,  iiaoy 
there  b<>,  at  the  port  where  the  deliveries  have 
been  made;  and  the  said  reiums  shal!  be  trans- 
mitted  by  him  to  the  naval  officer,  if  aay  there  be, 
who  shall  compare  the  same  with  the  maoifestE 
and  entries  in  his  posaesaion ;  and  if  any  diffcr- 
eoce  shall  appear,  Ine  particulars  thereof  shall  be 
noted  by  endorsement  on  the  said  returns,  and  if 
no  difference  shall  appear,  it  shall  be  so  noted  by 
like  endoTsemenIs,  and  transmit  the  same  to  the 
collector  of  the  district;  and,  on  being  returned  to 
the  collector,  it  shall  be  by  him  compued  wttb  the 
loanifestB  and  entries  of  such  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, which  shall  have  been  made  bytheowner 
or  owners,  consignee,  or  consignees,  or  his  or  their 
factororagent;aDdifaQydiflerenceshallappear,the 
same  shall  be  noted  by  endorsement  on  such  mani' 
feats,  Rpecifvins  the  particulars  thereof;  and  if  no 
difference  shall  appear,  it  shall  be  noted  by  like 
endorsement  that  tne  delivery  hath  corresponded 
tpith  the  entry  or  eotiies  thereof;  which  endorse- 
meal  or  memorandum  shall,  in  each  case,  be  sub- 
scribed by  the  officer  by  whom  such  comparison 
shall  have  been  made. 

Sec,  56.  And  be  il/urthtr  enacted,  That  if,  at 
the  ex|nratioa  of  fifteen  working-  days,  after  the 
time  within  which  the  report  of  the  master,  or 
person  having  the  charge  or  command  of  any 
sbip  or  vessel,  so  required  to  be  made  to  the  col- 
lector of  a  district  a*  aforesaid,  there  shall  be 
found  on  board  anr  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, other  than  shall  have  been  reported  for  some 
other  district,  or  some  foreign  port  or  place,  the 
said  iuspector  or  inspectors  shall  take  possession 
thereof.  Pnmded,  That  with  the  consent  of  the 
owner  or  consi^ee  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, or  With  the  consent  of  the  owner  or 
master  of  the  vessel  in  which  the  same  may  be 
imported,  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
may  be  taken  possession  of,  at  any  time,  after  five 
days'  notice  to  the  collector  of  the  district.  And 
ail  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  taken  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  delivered  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the 
collector  of  the  district;  for  which  a  ceriificate 
or  receipt  shall  be  granted,  in  the  following  form: 

Dutrict  of ,port  of ; 

I  certify  that  there  has  been  received  into  store, 
from  on  board  the  [insert  the  denomination  and 
name  of  the  vessel]  whereof  [ioaert  the  name]  is 
master  from  [insert  the  port  or  place  where  from] 
the  following  merchandise,  to  wit:  [here  eoome- 
rate  the  several  packages,  their  denominations, 
marks,  and  numhcm,  and  if  articles  in  bulk,  the 
qnantity]  lodged  by  [insert  the  name]  inspector, 
under  whose  care  tne  said  vessel  was  anladen. 
A.  B. 

And  the  said  goods  shall  be  kepi  with  due  and 
reasoDable  care,  at  the  chiirge  and  risk  of  the 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  for  the  xetfa  of  nine 
■Montba,  and  if,  within  that  time,  no  claim  be  made  | 


for  the  same,  the  said  collector  shall  procure  an 
inventory  of  the  said  goods  and  an  appraisement 
thereof,  to  be  made  and  to  be  verified,  on  oath  or 
affirmation,  by  two  or  more  reputable  merchants, 
before  the  said  c<^ector,  and  to  remain  with  him ; 
and  said  collector  shaU  afterwards  eanse  the  said 
goods  to  be  sold  at  public  auction  (previously 
causing  the  same  to  be  advertised  in  one  or  more 
of  the  public  newspapers,  printed  at  or  nearest  to 
the  port  or  place  where  ibe  sale  is  to  be,  for  the 
space  of  one  month.)  aud  retaining  the  duties 
thereon,  agreeably  to  such  inventory  and  appraise* 
menl,  and  all  charges  thereon,  shall  pay  the  over- 

Elus,  if  any  there  be,  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
Inited  States,  there  to  remain  for  the  use  of  the 
owner  or  owners,  who  shall;  upon  due  proof  of 
his,  her,  or  their  property,  be  entitled  to  receive 
the  same;  for  which  purpose  the  collector  shall 
transmit  with  the  said  overplus  a  copy  of  the  in- 
ventory, appraisement,  and  account  of  sales,  spfr- 
cifying  the  marks,  munbers,  and  descriptions  of 
the  packages  sold,  their  contents,  the  name  rf 
(he  vessel,  lud  master  in  which,  and  of  the  port 
or  place  from  whence  they  were  imported,  and 
the  time  when,  and  the  name  of  the  person  or 
persons  to  whom  ihe  said  goods  were  consigned 
m  the  manifest;  and  the  receipt  or  certificate  of 
the  collector  shall  exonerate  the  master  or  person 
having  the  charge  or  command  of  any  snip  or 
vessel,  in  which  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, were  imported,  from  all  claim  of  the  owner 
orowners  thereof :  Provided,  That  nothingherein 
contained  shall  be  understood  to  prohibit  the  sale 
of  such  quantities  of  goods,  stored  as  aforesaid, 
as  may  be  neeess^y  to  discharge theduties  there- 
on, at  the  time  or  times  when  such  duties  shall 
become  due  and  payable.  And  pramded.  That 
where  any  entry  shall  have  been  duly  made  of 
such  goods,  the  same  shall  not  be  appraised;  and 
that  where  such  goods  are  of  a  perishable  nature, 
they  shall  be  sold  forthwith;  Prcmided  further, 
That  the  said  limitation  of  fifteen  days  shall  not 
extend  to  shijw  or  vessels  laden  with  salt  or  coal; 
but  if  the  said  master  or  owner  of  any  stich  ship 
or  vessel,  so  laden  with  salt  or  coal,  requires  a 
longer  time  to  discharge  her  cargo,  the  wages, 
compensation  of  the  inspMtor,  tor  every  day's 
endance,  exceeding  the  said  fineen  days,  shall 
b«  paid  by  the  said  master  or  owner— and  there- 
upon, the  collector  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired 10  allow  such  longer  time  as  in  his  jodff- 
ment  he  may  think  necessary  to  diacharse  sacn 
cargo,  not  exceeding  fifteen  days.  And  if  by 
reason  of  the  delivery  of  the  cargo,  in  several  dis- 
tricts, more  than  the  said  term  of  fifteen  working 
days  shall  in  the  whole  be  spent  therein,  the 
ivages  or  compensation  of  the  inspector  or  in- 
ipectoTB  who  may  be  employed  on  f)oard  of  any 
jhip  or  vessel,  in  respect  to  which  such  term  may 
be  30  exceeded,  shall,  for  every  day  of  such  exeet^ 
be  paid  by  the  said  master  or  owner;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  such  inspectrasi  previously  to  the 
clearance  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  to  render  an  ex- 
act account  to  the  oollector,  of  all  sach  compen- 
sations as  shall  have  been  paid,  or  shall  be  du« 
and  payable  by  such  master  or  owner. 


.dbyGoogle 


Sec,  57.  And  be  it  fvrth£r  enacted.  That  if  any 
package  whatever,  wbich  shall  have  Deen  reported 
as  aforesaid,  sball  be  wanting,  and  aol  fouod  on 
board  such  sbip  or  vessel,  or  if  the  goods,  WRrei, 
and  merchandise,  on  hoard  such  sbip  or  vessel, 
shall  otherwise  dol  agree  with  the  report  or  mani- 
fest delivered  by  the  toaster  or  other  person  hav- 
ing the  charge  or  command  ofaay  such  ship  or 
vessel,  in  every  such  case  the  master,  or  other 
person  having  such  charge  or  command,  shall 
forfeit  end  pay  the  sum  oT  five  hundred  dollars; 
Provided  neverthelen,  That  if  it  sball  be  made 
kppear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector,  na- 
rai  officer,  and  surveyor,  or  to  the  major  part 
of  them,  where  those  officers  are  establishea  at 
any  port,  or  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector 
alone,  where  neither  of  the  said  others  is  estab- 
lished, on  in  case  of  trial  for  the  said  penalty, 
the  satisfaclioD  of  the  court,  that  no  part  whalev 
ofthesoods,  warea.or  merchandise,  of  such  ship 
vessel^asbeenunshipDed, landed, or  unladen,  sin 
it  was  taken  on  board,  except  as  shall  have  been 
specified  in  the  said  report,  or  manifest,  and  pur- 
suant to  permits  as  aforesaid,  or  that  the  said  dis 
agreement  is  by  accident,  or  mistake,  in  such  casi 
the  penalty  aforesaid  shall  not  be  inflicted;  but  ii 
all  cases  as  aforesaid  the  master,  or  person  havini 
the  charge  or  command  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  shal 
be  required  and  sbalL  make  a  post  entry  or  addition 
to  the  report  or  manifest  by  bim  delivered,  of  ar" 
and  all  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  omitted 
be  included  and  reported  in  such  manifest;  and 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  grant  a  permit  to  unlade 
any  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  so  omitted, 
belore  such  poslentry,  or  addition  to  sucb  report  or 
manifest,  has  been  made. 

Sec.  58.  And  be  UJurther  enacted,  That  the  fol- 
lowing allowances  sball  be  made  for  the  draughts 
and  tare  of  the  articles  subject  to  duty,  by  weigh  t 
OB  the  importation  and  erportation  IDereof,  that  i 
toiay — fordraught  on  any  quantity  of  one  hundred 
weight,  or  one  hundred  and  twelve  poundt 
pound — OD  any  quantity  above  one  and  no 
ceediog  two  hundred  weight,  two  pounds — on  any 

Stiautity  above  two,  and  not  eiceding  three  huQ. 
red  weight,  three  pounds — on  anv  quantity  abovt 
three,  and  not  eieeeding  ten  hundred  weight,  four 
pounds — on  any  quantity  above  ten,  and  not  er 
eeeding  eighteen  buudred  weight,  seven  ponnds- 
on  any  quantity  above  eighteen  hundred  weight, 
nine  pounds. 

For  tare  on  every  whole  chest  of  bohea  tea, 
seventy  pounds;  cm  every  half  chest,  thirty-six 
pounds;  on  every  quarter  chest,  twenty  pounds; 
on  every  chest  of  hj'son  or  other  green  teas,  the 
gross  weight  of  which  shall  be  seventy  pounds; 
or  upwards,  twenty  pounds;  on  every  box  of  other 
tea,  not  less  than&ity,armore  than  seventy  pounds, 
gross,  eighteen  pounds;  if  eighty  pounds,  gross. 
twenty  pounds;  and  from  eighty  pounds  gross  and 
upwards,  twenty-two  pounds ;  which  tares  shall 
include  rope,  canvass,  and  other  coverinfrs;  on  all 
other  boxes  of  tea,  according  to  the  invoice  or  ac- 
tual weight  thereof;  on  coffee  in  bags,  two  per 
cent ;  in  bales,  three  per  cent.;  in  casks,  twelve  per 
cent.;  on  sugar  other, than  loaf  sugar  in  casu, 


twelve  per  cent.;  io  boxes,  fifteen  percent.;  in  bags 
mats,  five  per  cent. ;  on  cocoa  in  cask^  ten  per 
at.;  in  bags,  one  per  cent.;  on  pimento  in  caskt, 
ileenper  ceni.;in  bags,  three  per  cent.;  on  cheese 
hampers  or  baskets,  ten  per  cent.;  in  boxes,  twen- 
ty per  cent.;  on  candies,  in  boxes,  eight  percent.; 
on  chocolate,  in  boxes^  ten  per  ceni. ;  on  cotton,  in 
bales,  two  per  cent.;  m  seroons,  six  per  cent;  on 
glauber  salts,  in  casks  eight  percent.;  on  indigo 
in  barrels,  twelve  per  cent.;  in  other  carks,  fifteen 
per  cent.;  in  seroons,  ten  percent.;  in  bags  or  malt 


n  pepper  in  casks,  twelve  per  cent.;  in  bales,  fire 
er  cent.;  in  bags,  two  per  cent. ;  sugar-candy  in 
oies,  ten  per  cent.;  segars  in  casks  or  boxes. 
ighieenper  cent.;  soap  JD  boxes,  ten  per  cent.;  shot 
1  casks,  three  per  cent. ;  twine  in  casks,  twelve  pet 
ent.;  in  bales,  three  per  cent.;  on  all  other  goods 
according  to  the  invoice  thereof,  or  actual  weight; 
Prmnded  aiaaui.  That  where  the  original  in- 
voices of  any  of  the  said  articles,  are  produced,  ai 
the  time  of  makiogeotry  for  sucn  articles,  and  the 
tare  or  tares  appear  therein,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  collector  and  naval  officer,  where  there  is  one. 
it  tbey  see  fit,  with  the  consent  of  the  importer  or 
importers, consignee  or  consignees,  to  estimate  tti« 
said  tare  or  tares,  according  to  such  invoice,  but  if 
not  determined  at  the  time  of  entry,  the  tare  or 
tares  as  above  shall  be  granted  and  allowed. 

Sec  59.  And  be  it  further  enaUed,  That  there 
be  an  allowance  of  two  per  cent,  for  leakage  on  the 
quantity  which  shall  appear  by  the  ^uge  to  be 
contained  m  any  cask  of  liqnors,  subject  to  dmy 
by  the  gallon  ;  and  ten  per  cent,  on  a.11  beer,  ale, 
and  porter  in  bottles;  and  five  per  cent,  on  all 
olher  liquors  in  bottles,  to  be  deducted  from  the  ia- 
voice  quantity,  in  lieu  of  breakage ;  or  it  sball  t< 
lawful  to  compute  the  duties  on  the  actnal  qaaa- 
lity  to  be  ascertained  by  tale  at  the  option  of  ib^ 
importer,  to  be  made  at  the  time  of  entry. 

Sbc,  60.  And  he  it  Jitrther  macted,  Thar  if 
any  ship  or  vessel  from  any  foreign  port  or  piice. 
compelled  by  distress  of  weather,  or  other  neee^ 
sily,  shall  put  into  any  port  or  place  of  the  United 
Slates,  not  being  destined  for  the  same,  and  if  iht 
master,  or  other  person  having  the  charge  or  com- 
mand of  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  together  with  ite 
mate  or  person  next  in  command,  shall,  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  her  arrival, make  protest  ic 
the  usual  form,  upon  oath  or  affirmation,  before  ■ 
notary  public  or  other  person  duly  aotborize^  oi 
before  the  collector  of  the  district,  wbei«  the  said 
ship  or  vessel  shall  so  arrive,  who  is  hereby  en- 
powered  to  administer  the  same,  setting  forth  the 
cause,  or  circumstance  of  such  distress,  or  nrc*^ 
sity,  which  protest,  if  not  made  before  the  collec- 
tor, shall  be  produced  to  him,  and  to  the  naral 
officer,  (if  any  there  be,}  and  a  copf  thereof  lod^i 
with  him  or  them.  And  the  master,  or  other  pemm 
aforesaid,  shall  also,  within  fony-eighi  hours  ai:e 
sucharrival.make  report  in  writing  to  the  said  cix- 
lector,  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel  and  her  cargo,  asi: 
directed  hereby  to  be  done  in  other  cases.  And  if. 
shall  be  made  appear  to  the  said  collector,  by  the  eff- 
tiScate  of  the  wardens  of  the  port,  or  other  offiM't 
usually  charged  with,  and  accuatomed  to  asceitai: 
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the  coDdition  of  ships  or  vessels  arriviDg  in  dis- 
tress, if  any  such  there  be,  or  by  the  cenificate  of 
luy  two  reputable  merchants,  to  be  named  for 
thai  purpose  by  the  said  colleclorj  if  no  such  ward- 
■us,  or  other  officers  July  qualified  there  be,  that 
there  is  a  necessity  for  unlading  the  said  ship  or 
ressel,  the  said  collector  and  oaval  oSitrer  (where 
lay)  shall  grant  a  permit  for  that  purpose,  and 
iball  appoint  an  inspector  or  inspectors  to  oversee 
inch  unlading,  who  shall  keep  an  account  of  the 
iatne,  to  be  compared  with  the  report  made  by  the 
master,  or  oiber  person  haTing  tbe  charge  or  coin- 
rnaad  of  such  ship  or  vessel;  and  all  goods,  wares, 
ind  merchiDdise,  so  unladen,  s^l  be  stored  under 
ihe  direction  of  the  said  collector,  who,  upon  re- 
]ues(  of  the  master  or  person  having  the  charge  or 
:oinniand  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  of  the  owner 
^owners  thereof,  shali,  together  with  the  naval 
officer,  where  there  is  one,  and  alone  where  there  is 
none,  grant  permission  todlspose  of  such  part  of  the 
laid  cargo  as  may  be  of  a  perishable  nature  (if  any 
:here  be}  or  as  may  be  necessary  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses attending  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  her  cargo ; 
Promded,  That  entry  shall  be  made  therefor,  and 
:he  duties  thereon  as  in  other  cases  shall  be  first 
jiaid,  or  secured  to  be  paid  ;  And  provided,  That 
.n  case  Ihe  delivery  of  the  cargo  do  not  agree  with 
he  report  thereof^  made  hy  the  master  or  other 
person  having  the  charge  or  command  of  sach  ship 
jr  vessel,  ana  if  the  difference,  or  disagreement  be 
101  satisfactorily  accounted  for,  in  manner  pre- 
icribed  by  this  act,  the  master,  or  other  person  hav- 
og  the  charge  or  command  of  such  ship  or  vessel, 
ihall  be  liame  to  such  penalties  as  in  other  Hhe 
:Bses  are  by  this  act  prescribed.  And  the  said 
;oods,  wares,  and  merchaindise,  or  the  remainder 
hereof  which  shall  not  be  disposed  of  asaforesaid, 
nay  afterwards  be  reladen  on  board  the  said  ship 
)r  vessel,  under  the  inspection  of  the  officer  who 
luperintended  ibe  landing  thereof,  or  other  proper 
lerson  ;  and  the  said  ship  or  vessel  may  proceed 
rith  the  same  to  the  place  of  her  destination,  free 
rom  any  other  charge  than  for  (he  storing  and  safe 
eeping  of  the  said  goods,  and  fees  to  (he  officers 
if  the  customs  as  in  other  cases. 

See.  61.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  Thatihe 
alorem  rates  of  duty  upon  goods,  wares,  and 
aerchaodise,  at  the  place  of  importation,  shall  be 
stimated  by  adding  twenty  per  cent,  to 
i  costs  thereof  if  imported  from  the  Cape  of 
lood  Hope,  or  from  any  place  beyond  the  same 
nd  ten  per  cent,  on  the  actual  cost  thereof,  if  im 
orted  from  any  other jtlace or  country,  inclndiog 
II  charges;  commisiians,  outside  package:  — -* 
isuraoce,  only  excepted. 

That. all  foreisa  coins  and  currencies  shall  be 
itimaied  at  the  Totiowing  rates :  each  pound  ster- 
Qg  of  Great  Britain,  at  four  dollars  and  forty- 
>ur  cents;  each  livre  lournoiB  of  France,  at  eigh- 
ien  and  a  half  cents  ;  each  florin  or  guilder  of 
le  United  Netherlands,  at  forty  cents;  each  mark 
anco  of  Hambure,  at  thirty-ifiree  and  ons'third 
ents;  each  rii  dollar  of  Denmark,  at 
red  ceots ;  each  rial  of  plate,  and  each  rial  of 
ellon,  of  Spain,  the  former  at  ten  cents,  Ihe  latter 
;  fivecentaeach;  each  milree  of  Portugal,  at  "- 


dollar  and  twenty-four  cents ;  each  pound  sterling 
of  Ireland,  at  four  dollars  and  ten  cents;  each  tale 
of  China,  at  one  dollar  and  foriy-eighr  cents ;  each 

da   of  India,  at  one   dollar  and  nineiy-four 

i-,  each  rupee  of  Bengal,  at  fifiy-five  cents 

and  one-half;  and  alt  other  denominations  of 
money,  in  value,  as  near  as  may  be,  to  the  said 
rates,  or  the  intrinsic  value  thereof,  compared  with 
money  of  the  United  Slates :  Promded,  TbB(  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  to  cause  to  be  established  fit  and  proper 
■gulations  for  estimating  the  duties  on  Koods. 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
Slates,  in  respect  to  which  the  original  cost  shall 
be  exhibited  in  a  depreciated  cnrreocy,  issued  and 

listed  under  authority  of  any  foreign  Gov- 


Bec.  6S.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  all 
luties  on  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  imported, 
jhall  be  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  before  a  per- 
mit shall  be  granted  for  landing  the  same ;  and 

'  the  amount  of  such  duty  on  goods  import- 
iny  ship  or  vessel,  on  account  of  one  pM'son 
only,  or  of  several  persons  jointly  interested,  shall 
not  exceed  fifty  dollars,  the  same  shall  be  imme- 
diately paid  ;  and  if  it  exceed  that  sum,  shall,  at 
the  option  of  the  importer  or  importers,  be  paid, 
or  secured  to  he  paia,  by  bond,  if  on  articles  the 
produce  of  (he  West  Indies,  (salt  excepted,)  the 
one-half  in  three,  and  the  other  half  in  six,  calen- 
dar months ;  on  salt,  in  nine  calendar  months ;  on 
Madeira  and  all  other  winen,  in  twelve  calendar 
months;  on  all  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  (other 
than  wines,  salt,  and  teas,  imported  from  Europe) 
one-third  in  eight,  one-third  m  ten,  and  one-third 
in  twelve  calendar  months ;  and  all  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  other  than  wines,  salt,  and  teas, 
imported  from  any  other  place  than  Europe  and 
the  Wes(  Indie$,one-balf  in  six  months,  one^uar- 
Cerin  nine  mouths,  and  the  other  quarter  in  twelve 
months,  from  the  date  of  each  respective  import- 
ation ;  which  bond  or  bonds  shall  include  one  or 
more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  tbe  collector 
of  the  district  where  the  said  duties  shall  accrue; 
and  on  teas  imported  from  China  or  Enrope,  it 
shall  be  at  the  option  of  the  importer  or  importers 
(to  be  determined  at  the  time  of  making  entry 
therefor)  either  to  secure  the  duties  thereon,  on 
the  same  terms  and  stipulations  as  on  other  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  imported,  or  to  give  his, 
or  her,  or  their  bond  to  the  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict where  any  such  teas  shall  be  landed,  in  dou- 
ble the  amount  of  the  duties  thereupon,  with  condi- 
tion for  the  payment  of  the  said  duties  in  two  years 
from  the  dale  of  such  bond  ;  which  bond  shall  be 
accepted  by  such  collector,  without  surety,  upon 
the  terms  following,  that  is  to  say  :  the  teas,  for 
the  duties  whereof  such  bond  shall  be  accepted, 
shall  be  deposited  at  the  expense  and  risk  of  the 
said  importer  or  importers,  in  one  or  more  store- 
house  or  storehouses,  as  the  case  may  require,  to 
be  agreed  upon  between  the  said  importer  and  the 
inspector,  or  other  officer  of  inspeetion  of  the  rev- 
enue, for  the  port  where  the  said  teas  shall  be 
landed  ;  and,  upon  every  such  storehouse,  the  said 
inspector,  or  officer  of  inspection,  shall  cause  lo  be 
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■ffiied  iwo  locks,  The  key  of  one  of  nhicb  locks 
shall  be  kept  by  such  importer,  his  or  her  agent, 
and  ihe  key  of  the  other  of  wbicb  locks  shall  be 
kept  bv  such  inspectoi,or  by  such  other  person 
he  shall  depute  or  appoint  in  his  behalf, 
duty  it  shall  be  to  attend  at  all  reasonable 
for  the  purpose  of  delivering  the  »id  teas  ' 
the  saia  storehouse  or  storebouies;  bm  no  delive- 
ry shall  be  made  of  any  of  the  said  less  without 
a  permit,  in  writing,  under  the  band  of  the  col- 
lector of  the  port  and  naval  officer  of  the  same, 
where  such  tea  is  landed;  and  in  order  to  the  ob- 
taioing  of  such  permit,  it  shall  be  necessary  that  the 
dutiesupOD  the  teas,fb[  which  the  same  shall  be  re- 
quired,  be  hrst  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  to  the 
■aid  collector  in  the  maDoer  following,  that  is  to 
say :  the  said  party  or  parties  shall  give  bond  with 
one  or  more  surety  or  sureties,  to  the  saiisfaction 
of  the  said  collector,  iu  double  the  BD:ioont  of  the 
duties  upon  the  quantity  of  leas  ia  each  case  to 
be  delirered,  with  condition  for  the  payment  of 
the  said  duties,  if  the  same  nhatl  not  exceed  oae 
hundred  dollars,  in  fout  months ;  if  it  shall  ex- 
ceed one  huodred  dollars,  and  not  exceed  five 
hundred  dollars,  in  eight  months  j  or,  if  the  same 
shall  exceed  five  hundred  dollars,  ia  twelve 
months: 

Ptwided,  always,  That  tbe  time  to  be  allowed 
for  the  payment  of  the  duties  upon  any  parcel  of 
teas  to  be  delivered,  shall  not  be  such  as  to  extend 
tbe  credit  for  sucb  duties  beyond  the  term  of  two 
years,  originally  allowed  upon  the  depositing  of 
the  said  teas:  And,  provided.  That  if  the  duties 
on  any  parcel  of  teas,  wbicb  shall  have  been  de- 
posited as  aforesaid,  shall  not  have  been  paid,  or 
secured  to  be  paid,  in  mauner  last  specified,  with- 
in the  teim  of  two  years,  according  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  obligation,  to  be  first  given  to  the  cot- 
lector  of  the  district  within  which  the  same  shall 
have  been  landed,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  nid 
collector  to  cause  so  much  of  the  said  teas  as  may 
be  necessary,  to  be  sold  at  public  auction,  and  re- 
taining the  sum  which  shall  not  have  been  so 
paid,  at  secured  to  be  paid,  of  the  said  duties,  to- 
gether with  the  expenses  of  safe-keeping  and  sale 
of  the  said  teas,  shall  return  the  overplus,  if  any, 
to  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  his,  her,  or  their 
acent  or  lawful  repieseniative;  and  tbe  amount 
of  each  bond  or  bonds,  taken  for  tbe  duties  on  any 
teas  delivered,  after  a  deposite  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  endorsed  immediately  on  the  original  bond 
given  by  the  importer  or  importers  of  the  said 
teas,  specifying  tbe  date,  quantity,  and  quality  of 
the  teas  delivered,  the  amount  of  duly  secured 
thereon,  hy  whom,  and  the  term  of  payment: 
And,  promded,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
eolleclor,  in  lieu  of  sureties,  as  required  on  any 
bond  given  for  securiog  the  duties  on  any  goods, 
waresj  and  merchandise  imported,  to  accept  of  a 
deposite  of  so  much  of  the  said  goods,  as  shall,  in 
his  iudgmenl,  be  sufficient  security  for  the  amoimt 
of  tne  duties  for  which  the  bond  shall  have  been 
siveu,  and  the  charge  of  safe-keeping  and  sale  of 
the  goods  so  deposited,  which  shall  be  kept  by  the 
■aid  collector,  with  due  and  reasonable  care,  at 
the  expense  and  risk  of  the  party  or  parlies  on 


wbose  account  they  have  been  so  deposited,  uniil 
the  sum  specified  in  such  bond  shall  hare  bcunie 
due !  at  which  lime,  if  such  sum  shall  not  be  paid, 
so  much  of  the  said  deposited  goods  u  odit  be 
necessary,  shall  be  sold  at  public  alt,  snd  iW 
proceeds  thereof,  af^er  deducting  thecbugnof 
safe-keeping  and  sale  thereof,  shall  be  appjini  lo 
the  payment  of  such  sum,  rendering  the  ornpltu 
arising  on  such  sale,  and  the  residue  ofthtiwli 
so  deposited,  if  any  there  be,  to  tbe  peison  n  pn- 
sons  by  whom  such  deposite  shall  have  tai 
made,  or  to  bis,  her.  or  their  agent,  or  Uwfal  wf- 
reseniative;  and  all  bonds  directed  to  begirtBilj 
virtue  of  ibis,  oi  ^y  other  act,  for  moneys  w  d»- 
ties  10  be  paid,  or  services  to  be  performed  foi  ihe 
United  States,  shall  be  taken  in  tbe  name  of  ih 
United  Stales  of  America:  Providtd,  ntcerlit- 
leta,  That  no  person  whose  bond  has  been  receir- 
ed,  either  as  principal  or  surety,  for  tbe  pa^rmeot 
of  duties,  or  tor  whom  "any  bond  has  been  giren 
by  an  agent,  factor,  or  other  person,  in  puriiuDU 
of  tbe  provisions  herein  contained,  and  vbick 
bond  may  be  due  and  unsatisfied,  shall  beallowtd 
a  future  credit  for  duties  until  such  bondbefaJlf 
paid  or  discharged.  And  to  prevait  fnuds  t» 
ing  from  collusive  transfers,  it  is  hereby  decluei 
that  all  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  imported  inu 
the  United  States,  shall,  for  the  purposes  of  iliii 
act,  be  deemed  and  held  to  be  the  propertr  of  tbt 
persons  lo  whom  the  said  goods,  wain,  ot  dhi- 
chandise  may  be  ctmsigoed,  any  sale,  innslEroi 
assignment,  prior  to  the  entry  and  paymetun 
securing  tne  payment,  of  tne  duties  on  lb 
said  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  and  tbe  psf' 
meni  of  all  bunds  then  due  and  unsatisfied  by  in 
said  coneigoee.  to  the  contrary  notwiihstasdiii;- 
And  the  form  of  the  bond  to  be  taken  for  seconi! 
thepayment  of  duties,  shall  be  as  follawi: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,[b«c 
insert  the  name  of  the  importer  or  coDiigi>M.«. 
if  by  an  agent,  the  name  of  such  agent,  and  tf  liw 
importers  or  consignees,  and  the  sureiio.  ^ 
place  of  abode,  aad  occupation,]  are  h.t\i  ai 
firmly  bound  unto  the  United  States  of  Amnitt 

in  the  sum  of ,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Uiii'd 

States ;  for  tbe  payment  whereof,  we  bipd  aa- 
selves,  our  heirs,  executors,  snd  admiDi^nidO' 
jointlv  and  severally,  firmly  by   these  pcejrais; 

sealetj  with  our  seals;  dat«d  this dijof — ■ 

in  tbe year  of  the  independence  of  ilit>ui 

United  States,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  ov 
thousand . 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such.  lb>i  i^ 
the  above  bounden  [here  insert  the  principiLc 
agent  for  such  principal,  and  the  sureties]  ot  aiWi 
of  them,  or  either  or  their  heirs,  ezecatots.iii«l- 
ministrators,  shall,  and  do,  on  or  before  ibi  — 

day  of next,  well  and  truly  pay,  orcsW 

be  paid,  unto  the  collector  of  the  costaoi!  fot  t^ 

district  of ;  or  the  time  being,  the  sBm  of — 

OI  the  amount  of  the  duties  to  be  ascertained  e  i 
due,  and  aiising  on  certain  goods,  wares,  and  dkt 
chandise,  entered  by  the  above  bsandea  ^n*f- 
tbe  name  of  the  importer  or  consignee,  or  sj«i 
for  such  importer  or  consignee:,]  as  imported  > 
tbe ,  master,  from  — ,  n  per  mU! 
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dated ,  then  the  above  obligatioa   to  be  void, 

otKerwise  to  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of . 

Sec,  63.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  the 
daties  imposed  by  law  on  the  tonnage  of  any  ship 
or  vessel  shall  be  paid  to  the  collector,  at  the  lime 
ofmakine  entry  o{  such  ship  or  vessel;  and  it 
shall  not  oe  lawful  to  gram  anv  permit  or  to  un- 
bde  any  goods,  wares,  or  mercsandise  whatever, 
from  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  until  the  said  ton- 
nage duty  is  first  paid.  And  the  register,  or  other 
document  in  lieu  thereof,  together  wiili  the  clear- 
ance and  other  papers  granted  by  the  officers  of 
the  customs  to  sucn  ship  or  vessel  at  her  depart- 
ure from  the  port  or  place  from  whence  she  may 
have  arrived,  (Mediterranean  passports  excepted,) 
^sll,  previous  to  such  entry,  be  produced  to  the 
collector,  with  whom  such  entry  is  lo  be  made,  aad 
shall  remain  in  his  office ;  and,  on  the  clearance 
of  such  ship  or  vessel,  the  register  and  other  doc- 
uments shall  be  returned  to  the  master  or  owner 
ofsuchsbipor  vessel. 

Sec.  64,  Aad  be  U  further  etiocted,  That  to  as- 
certain the  tonnafe  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  the  sur- 
veyor, or  such  other  person  as  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  collector  of  the  district  to  measnre  the 
same,  shall,  if  the  said  ship  or  vessel  be  double 
decked,  take  the  length  thereof  from  the  fore  part 
of  the  maia  sieu,  to  the  after  part  of  the  stern 
post^  above  the  upper  deck,  the  breadth  thereof  at 
the  broadest  part  above  the  main  wales,  half  of 
which  breadth  shall  be  accounted  the  depth  of 
such  vessel,  aad  shall  then  deduct  from  the  length, 
three  tiflhs  of  the  breadth,  multiply  the  remain- 
der bv  the  breadth,  and  the  product  by  the  depth, 
aad  shall  divide  this  last  product  by  ninety-five, 
the  quotient  whereof  shall  be  deemed  the  true 
contents  or  tonnage  of  such  ship  or  vessel.  And 
if  such  ship  or  vessel  be  single  decked,  the  said 
surveyor  or  other  person,  shaU  take  the  length  and 
breadiii  as  above  directed,  in  respect  lo  a  double 
decked  ship  or  vessel,  shall  deduct  from  the  said 
leogih,  three  fifths  of  the  breadth,  and  taking  the 
depth  from  the  under  side  of  the  deck  plank  to 
the  ceiling  in  the  hold,  shall  multiply  and  divide, 
as  aforesaid,  and  the  quotient  shall  be  deemed  the 
tODDage  of  such  ship  'ti  vessel. 

Sec.  65.  Aiid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  where 
any  bond  for  the  payment  of  duties  shall  not  be 
satisfied  on  the  day  it  may  become  due,  the  col- 
lector shall,  forthwith,  and  without  delay,  cause  a 
prosecution  to  be  commenced  for  the  recovery  of 
the  money  thereon,  by  action  or  suit  at  law,  in 
the  proper  court  having  cognizance  thereof;  and 
iaalt  cases  of  insolvency,  or  where  any  estate  in 
the  hands  of  the  executors,  administrators,  or  as- 
signees, shall  be  insufficient  to  pay  all  the  debts 
due  from  the  deceased,  the  debt  or  debts  due  to 
the  United  Stales,  on  any  such  bond  or  bonds, 
shall  be  first  satisfied  ;  and  any  executor,  admin- 
istrator, or  assignees,  or  other  person,  who  shall 
pay  any  debt  due  by  the  person  or  estate  from 
whom,  or  for  which,  they  are  acting,  previous  to 
the  debt  or  debts  due  to  the  United  States  from 
such  person  or  estate  being  first  duly  satisfied  and 
paid,  shall  become  aoswerable  in  thi ' 
5th  Con.— 123 
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son  and  estate,  for  the  debt  or  debts  so  due  lo  the 
United  Stales,  or  so  mutih  thereof  as  may  remain 
due  and  unpaid ;  and  actions  or  suits  at  law  may 
be  commenced  against  them  for  the  recovery  of 
the  said  debt  o;  debts,  at  no  much  thereof  as  may 
remain  due  and  unpaid,  in  the  proper  court  hav- 
ing cognizance  thereof:  Provided,  That  in  all 
cases  in  which  suits  or  prosecutions  shall  be  com- 
menced, for  the  recovery  of  duties  or  pecuniary 
penalties  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  the  person  or  persons  against  whom  pro- 
cess may  be  issued,  shall  and  may  be  held  to  spe- 
cial bail,  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
which  prevairin  civil  suits,  in  which  special  bail 
is  required :  Andprovided,  also.  That  if  the  prin- 
cipal in  any  bond,  which  shall  be  given  to  the 
United  States  for  duti>;»  on  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, imported,  or  other  penalty,  either  by 
himself,  his  factor,  ageot,  or  other  person  for  him, 
shall  be  insolvent,  or  if  such  principal  being  de- 
ceased, his,  or  her  estate  and  efii'Cts,  which  shall 
come  to  the  hands  uf  his  or  her  executors,  ad- 
ministrators, or  assignees,  shall  be  insufficient  for 
the  payment  of  his  or  her  debts,  and  if  in  either 
of  the  said  cases,  any  surety  on  the  said  bond  or 
bonds,  or  the  executors,  administrators^  or  assign- 
ees, of  such  surety,  shall  pay  to  the  United  States 
the  money  due  upon  such  bond  or  bonds,  subh 
lurety,  his  or  her  executors,  administrators,  or  as- 
iignecs,  shall  have  and  enjoy  the  like  advantage, 
priority,  or  preference,  for  the  recovt-ry  and  re- 
ceipt of  the  said  moneys  out  of  the  estate  and  ef- 
fects of  such  insolvent,  or  deceased  principal,  as 
.re  reserved  and  secuied  to  the  United  States; 
nd  shall  and  may  bring  and  maintain  a  suitor 
nits  upon  the  said  bond  or  bonds  in  law  or  equity, 
n  his,  her,  or  their  own  name  or  names,  for  the 
recovery  of  all  moneys  paid  thereon.  And  the 
cases  of  iiksolvency  mentioned  in  this  section, 
shall  bedeemed  to  extend  as  well  to  cases  in  which 
debtor  not  having  sufficient  property  to  pay  all 
his  or  her  debts,  shall  have  made  a  voluntary  as- 
ignment  thereof,  for  the  benefit  of  his  or  her 
:rediturs,  or  in  which  the  estate  and  effects  of  an 
absconding,  concealed,  or  absent  debtor,  shall  have 
been  attauned  by  piocess  of  law,  as  to  cases  in 
which  an  act  of  legal  bankruptcy  shall  hare  been 
committed.  And  where  suit  shall  be  instituted 
any  bond  for  the  recovery  of  duties  due  to  the 
United  States,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court, 
:e  the  same  may  be  pending,  to  grant  judg- 
:ai  the  return  terra,  upon  motion,  unless  the 
defendant  shall,  in  open  court,  the  United  Stales' 
attorney  being  present,  make  oath  or  affirmation 
that  an  error  has  been  committed  in  the  liquida- 
tion of  the  duties  demanded  upon  such  bond, 
ipecifying  the  errors  alleged  to  nave  been  com- 
nitted,  and  that  the  same  have  been  notified  in 
writing  to  the  collector  of  the  district,  prior  to 
the  commeucement  ol  the  return  term  aforesaid; 
whereupon,  if  the  court  be  satisfied,  that  a  contin- 
uance until  the  next  succeeding  term,b  necessary 
for  the  attainment  of  justice,  and  not  otherwise, 
a  continuance  may  be  granted  until  next  succeed- 
ing term,  and  no  longer.  And  on  all  bonds  upon 
which  luilE  shall  be  commenced,  an  interest  shnll 
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be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cenl.  per  bdouid, 
from  the  lime  when  said  boucb  become  due,  until 
the  payment  (hereof. 

Sec.  66.  And  be  il  further  enacted,  Thai  if  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchaadis&_or  which  entry 
ahall  have  been  made  in  the  omce  of  a  collector, 
shall  not  be  invoiced  according  to  the  actual  cost 
thereof,  at  the  place  of  exportation,  with  design 
to  evade  the  duties  thereupon,  or  any  part  there- 
of, all  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  the 
value  thereof,  to  be  recovered  of  the  person  mak- 
ing entry,  shall  be  forfeited ;  and  in  every  cafe  in 
which  the  said  collector  shall  suspect  that  any 
aucb  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  are  not  in- 
Toiced  at  a  sum  equal  to  that  for  which  they  have 
usually  been  sold  in  the  place  or  country  from 
whence  they  were  imported,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  such  collector  to  take  [he  said  good^  wares,  or 
merchandise  intohi5possessiQQ,and  retain  the  same 
irith  due  and  reasonable  care,  at  the  risk  and  ex- 
pense of  the  owner  or  owners,  consignee  or  con- 
signees thereof,  until  their  value  at  the  time  and 
(daceof  importation  shall  be  ascertained,  by  two  le- 
putable  mercbants,  to  be  chosen  and  appointed  asin 
the  case  of  damaged  goods,  or  soods  not  accompa- 
nied with  an  invoice,  and  until  the  duties  arising, 
according  to  such  valuation,  shall  be  first  paid,  or 
seeured  to  be  paid,  as  required  by  this  act  in  oltei 
cases  of  importation  :  Provided,  That  in  case  of 
a  prosecution  for  the  forfeiture  aforesaid,  such  ap- 
praisement shall  not  he  construed  to  exclude  oth- 
er proof  upon  the  trial,  of  ibc  actual  and  real  cost 
of  the  said  goods  at  the  place  of  exportation. 

Sec.  67.  And  be  it  further  e^iacled,  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  collector,  naval  officer,  or 
other  officer  of  the  customs,  after  entry  made  of 
any  goods,  wares,  or  mercbaadise,  on  suspicion  of 
ftaua,  to  open  and  examine,  in  the  presence  of  two 
or  more  reputable  merchant!.,  any  package  or 
packages  thereof,  and  if,  upon  examination,  they 
shall  be  found  to  agree  with  the  entries^  the  offi- 
cer making  such  seizure  and  examination  shall 
cause  the  same  to  be  re~packed,  and  delivered  to  the 
owner  or  claimant  forthwith  ;  and  the  expense  oi 
such  examination  shall  he  paid  by  the  said  collect- 
Ofj  or  other  officer,  and  allowed  in  the  settlement 
of^theii  accounts;  but  if  any  of  the  packages 
amined,  shall  be  found  to  differ  in  their  contents 
from  the  entry,  then  the  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, contained  in  such  package  or  packages,  shall 
be  forfeited;  Provided,  That  the  said  forftilure 
shall  not  be  incurred,  if  it  shall  he  made  appear, 
to  the  satiifactioD  of  ihe  collector  and  naval  offi- 
cer of  the  district  where  the  same  shall  happen, 
if  there  be  a  naval  officer,  and  if  there  be  no  na- 
val officer,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  collector, 
or  of  the  court  in  which  a  prosecution  for  the  for- 
feiture shall  be  had,  that  such  difference  proceed- 
ed from  accident  or  mistake,  and  not  from  an  in- 
tention to  defraud  the  revenue. 

Sec.  68.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
collector,  naval officer,Bnd  surveyor  or  other  per- 
son, specially  appointed  by  either  of  them  for  that 
purpose,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
enter  any  ship  or  vessel  in  which  they  shall  have 
reason  to  suspect  any  goods,  wares,,Dr  merchao- 


,  subject  to  duty,  are  concealed,  and  tiiercin  to 

ch   tor,   seize,  and   secure,  any  sucb  gnods. 

es.  or  merchandise  ;  and  if  they  sball  hiit 

le  to  suspect  a  coaceaiment  thereof  in  u? 

particular  dwelling-house,  store.  buildiDg.orollgH 

place,  they,  or  either  of  tnem,  shall,  open  proper 

application,  on  oath,  to  any  justice  of  the  pace,     i 

'     entitled  to  a  warrant  to  enter  such  hou>L>torc.     I 

other  place,  (in  the  day  time  only,)  and ihtre 
to  search  for  such  goods ;  and  if  any  tbili  Ik 
found,  ID  seize  and  secure  ihe  same  for  trial;  ul 
all  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  on  wtiicb 
the  duties  sbaU  not  have  been  paid,  oi  securtd  la 
be  paid,  shall  be  forfeited.  I 

Sec.  69.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  lU 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  whieta  siull  be  I 
seized  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  put  inio.iDl 
remain  in,  the  custody  of  the  collector,  or  jiieb 
other  person  as  he  shall  appoint  for  tbil  purpose 
until  such  proceedings  shaA  l>e  had, as b;  ibistrl  | 
are  required,  to  ascertain  whether  the  samr  ba?< 
Ixen  forfeited  or  not ;  and  if  it  shall  be  tdjudgri 
that  they  are  not  forfeited,  they  shall  be  foitbaiib 
restored  to  the  owner  oi  ownen,  claimuK  « 
claimants  thereof;  and  if  any  person  or  persiu 
shall  conceal  or  buy  any  goods.  w^res,OTiilerdiSD- 
disc,  knowing  ihem  to  he  liable  to  seizure  ij  ibi! 
act,  such  person  or  persons  shall,  on  coDTiciim 
thereof,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  double  thetmoai 
value  of  the  goods,  wares,  or  merchindiu.  so 
concealed  or  purchased. 

70.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbjt  U 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  officers  qI  lie 
!U!loms  to  make  seizure  of,  and  secure,  asf  ^P 
ir  vessel,  aoods,  wares,  or  merehaDdise.  wbitl 
jhall  be  liable  to  seizure  by  virtue  of  this  or  u; 
olhei  act  of  the  United  Stales,  respecting  w 
revenue,  which  is  now,  or  may  hereafter  t«,e^ 
acted,  as  well  without  as  within,  their  itspecrin 
districts. 

Sec.  71.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thiiuur 
officer  or  other  person,  executing, or  aiding. ''>'' 
sisling,  in  the  seizure  of  goods,  shall  be  s«d  « 
molested  for  anything  done  in  virtue  of  tbe  pW' 
ers  given  by  this  act,  or  by  viriue  of  a  "•n"'' 
granted  by  any  judge  or  justice,  purs U ant  to  bf, 
such  officer  or  other  person  may  plead  tbegaW- 
issue,  and  give  this  act  and  the  special  maiitt  e 
evidence;  and  if.in  such  suit,  the  plainiii^i>  w 
suited,  oT  judgment  pass  against  him.  the  defrk- 
aot  shall  recover  double  costs ;  and  ic  Kiivi 
suits,  or  inforniaiions  to  be  brought,  where  u) 
seizure  shall  be  made  pursuant  to  ihisacuifw 
properly  be  claimed  by  any  persoD,  in  every  iW 
case  the  onus  probandi  shall  lie  upon  sucb  t)m 
ant.  And  ifanypersonshailforcibly  resistpKi^' 
or  impede  any  officerof  the  customs  or  iheitil*' 
lies,  or  any  person  assisting  them,  in  iheeietou* 
of  their  duly,  such  person  so  offending  sbilUf 
every  such  offence,  be  fined  in  a  snm  noi  eifW 
ing  f^aur  hundred  dollars.  And  if  any  masi"-'" 
other  person,  having  the  charge  or  commao^' 
any  ship  or  vessel  coming  into,  or  anivisga'ii^' 
port  or  place  within  the  United  Stales, shiU ^^ 
struct  or  hinder,  or  shall  be  ibe  cause  or(n«>'^ 
any  obstruction  or  hindrance,  with  such  in  ini^ 
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APPENDIX. 


Id  any  officer  of  tbe  eiutoms  or  revenue,  id  goins 
on  board  such  ship  oi  ressel,  for  the  purpose  oT 
carrying  into  effect  any  of  tbe  reveone  lawd  of  the 
United  Slates,  he  sbali  forfeit,  far  eTery  such 
ofleoce,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fire  huadred  doUar!, 
nor  less  th«D  fifty  dollars ;  but  the  (Hmm  probuTidi 
shall  lie  on  the  claimant  only  where  probable 
cause  is  shown  for  such  prosecution,  to  be  judged 
of  by  the  court  before  whom  the  prosecution  is 
had. 

Sec.  72.  And  be  it  Jvrlher  enacted.  That  (he 
weighers,  gaugers,  and  measurers  employed  in 
ihe  service  of  tne  revenue,  shall,  within  three  days 
after  anf  vessel  is  diacbarged,  make  returns  of  the 
articles  by  them,  respectively,  w(;ighed,  sauged, 
or  measured,  out  of  such  veinel ;  and  the  form  of 
the  reium  to  be  made  by  tbe  weighers,  respect- 
ively, shall  be  as  follows: 

Return  of  [here  insert  the  number  of  packages 
and  corneals]  weighed  from  on  board  the  [here 
insert  the  denomination  and  name  of  the  re^el] 
whereof  [iurert  the  name]  is  master,  from  [insert 
the  port  or  place  from  which  arrived.] 
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District  op ,  Port  of , 

A.  B.  Welff/i^. 

And  the  form  of  the  return  to  be  made  by  the 
gangers,  respectively,  shall  be  as  follows: 

Reium  ot  [here  insert  tbe  number  of  casks  and 
packages]  gauged  from  on  board  the  [here  insert 
the  denomination  and  name  of  the  vessel]  where- 
of  [insert  the  name]  is  master,  from  [insert  the 
port  or  piece  from  which  arrived.] 
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CD.,  Gauger, 


And  the  form  of  the  return  to  be  made  by  the 
measurers,  respectively,  shall  be  as  follows : 

Return  of  the  [here  insert  salt  or  coal,  as  tbe 
case  may  be,]  measured  from  on  board  the  [here 
insert  the  denomination  and  name  of  the  vessel] 
whereof  [insert  the  name]  is  master,  from  [insert 
the  port  or  place  from  which  arrived.] 


II 


DisTHicT  or ,  PoH  of  — -, 

B.  F.,  Meeuurer. 

And  the  said  returns  shall  be  made  by  the 
weighers,  gaugers,  and  measurers,  in  books  to  be 
prepared  by  them  for  thai  purpose,  and  kept  in 
(he  custom-houses. 

Sec.  73.  A'nd  be  tl  further  enacted,  That  every 
collector,  naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  shall  cause  ' 
CO  be  affixed,  and  constantly  kept  in  some  public 
and  conspicuous  place  of  his  office,  a  fair  table  of 
the  rates  of  fees  aad  duties  demandable  by  law, 
and  shall  give  a  receipt  for  tbe  fees  he  shall  re- 
ceive,  specifying  the  particulars,  whenever  re- 
quired so  to  do;  and  in  case  of  failure  therein, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  hundred  dollars,  to  b« 
recovered,  with  costs,  in  any  proper  court  naving 
cognizance  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  informer ; 
and  if  any  officer  of  tbe  customs  shall  demand  or 
receive  any  greater  or  other  fee,  compensation,  or 
reward, for  executing  any  duty  or  service  required 
of  him  by  law,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  two  huic 
dred  dollars  for  each  offence,  recoverable  in  man- 
ner  aforesaid,  for  tbe  use  of  ihe  party  aggrieved. 
And  if  any  inspector,  gauger,  weigher,  or  meas- 
',  shall  receive  any  gratuity,  (ee,  "" ' 


of  this  act, 
if  any  gauger, 
IS  sucn  by  tbe 
ih,  Salem  and 
n.  Providence, 
Norfolk  and 


■a  performed  by  v 

by  law  allowed,  o 
weigher,  or  measurer,  employed 
public,  in  the  district*  of  Pari 
Beverlv,   Boston   and  Charli 

New  York,  Philadelphia,  Battii , _  _ 

Portsmouth,  or  Charleston,  shall  gauge,  weigh, 
measure,  any  article  ot  articles,  other  than  shall 
be  directed  by  the  proper  officer  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  duties  to  oe  received,  or  the  drawbacks 
to  be  allowed  thereon,  or  shall  make  a  return  of 
the  weight,  gauge,  oi  measure,  of  any  merchan- 
dise laden,  or  to  be  laden,  on  board  any  ship  or 
vessel,  for  the  benefit  of  drawback  upon  exporta- 
tion, without  having  acttully  weighed, gangiBd,  or 
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measured  the  aam«,  b!i  the  case  may  require,  after 
such  merchandise  shall  have  been  notified  to  ihe 
collector,  and  entered  for  exportation,  they  ehall, 
for  the  first  offeoce,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
fifty  dollars ;  and  for  the  second  oSence,  shall  for- 
feit two  hundred  dollars,  and  be  discharged  from 
the  public  service  ;  and  if  any  inspector,  or  other 
officer  of  the  customs,  shall  certify  the  shipment 
of  an^  merchandise  entitled  to  drawback  on  ex- 
portation, without  hBTio^  duly  inspected  and  ex- 
amined the  same,  after  he  shall  have  received  the 
permit  for  lading  such  merchandise,  or,  if  the 
amount  of  such  drawback  shall  be  estimated,  ac- 
cording to  weight,  gauge,  or  measure,  until  such 
merchandise  shall  first  be  weighed,  gaured.  or 
measured,  as  the  case  may  require,  he  shall  be 
subject  to  the  like  forfeitures,  and  be  discharged 
from  the  ptjblic  service. 

Sec.  74.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacUd.  That  all 
duties  and  fees  to  be  collected  shall  be  payable 
in  money  of  the  United  States^  or  in  foreign  gold 
and  silver  coins,  at  (he  following  rate",  that  ts  tc 
tmy:  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain  and  Portu- 
gal, of  the  standard  prior  to  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two.  at  the  rate  of 
hundred  cents  for  everv  twi'nty-seTen  graii 
the  actual  weight  thereof;  the  gold  coiDsofFrance. 
Spain,  and  the  dominions  of  Spain,  of  the  stand- 
ard prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety  two,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  i 
for  every  twenty-seven  grains  and  two-fifths 
grain  of  the  actual  weight  thereof;  Spanish  m 
dollars,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  each 
dollar,  the  actual  weight  whereof  shall  no 
less  thanseventeen  pennyweights  and  seven  gr 
and  in  proportion  for  the  parlsof  a  dollar  ;cr( 
of  France,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  ten 
cents  for  each  crown,  the  actual  weight  whereof 
ahall  not  be  less  than  eighteen  pennyweights  and 
seventeen  grains,  and  in  proportion  for  tne  part! 
of  a  crown  :  Provided,  That  no  foreign  coins  shal 
be  receivable  which  are  not  by  law  a  lender  foi 
the  payment  of  all  debts,  except  in  consequent 
of  a  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  authorizing  such  foreign  coins  to  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  duties  and  fees  afore- 

Sec.  75.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  Thaladraw- 
back  of  duties,  as  prescribed  by  law,  shall  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  on  all  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, imported  into  the  United  States,  in  respect 
to  all  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  where- 
upon the  duties  shall  have  been  paid,  or  secured 
to  be  paid,  as  within  twelve  calendar  months  after 
payment  made,  or  security  given,  shall  be  ex- 
ported to  any  foreign  port  or  place,  other  than  the 
domioioos  of  any  foreign  State  immediately  ad- 
joining  to  the  United  States,  either  from  the  dis- 
trict of  original  importation,  or  from  certain  other 
districts  ;  and  all  duties,  drawhackx,  and  allow- 
ances which  shall  be  payable,  or  allowable,  on  any 
Secific  quantity  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
all  be  deemed  to  apply  in  proportion  to  any 
greater  or  lesser  quantity :  Provided,  Thai  no 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported,  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  drawback  of  the  duties  paid,  or  I    ' 


hereon  shall  amount  (onfty  doliarsat  least: 
ess  they  shall   le  exported  in  the  originil 

sks,  cases,  chests,  boxes^  trunks,  or  other  packa- 
ges, in  which  they  were  imported,  without  dimi- 
nution or  change  of  the  articles  which  were  there- 
in contained,  at  the  time  of  importation,  in  quan- 
tity, quality,  or  value,  necessary  or  unavoidable 
wastage  or  damage  only  excepted:  Provided  al- 
icay*.  That  it  shall  be  fawful  for  the  exporter  or 
exporters  of  any  liquors  in  casks,  coflVe  in  casks, 
other  packages^  cocoa  in  casks,  or  other  pack- 

es,  or  any  unreoned  sugars,  to  fill  up  the  casks 
packages  out  of  other  casks  or  packages  in- 
cluded in  the  same  original  importation,  or  into 
new  casks,  or  packages  corresponding  therewith, 
to  be  marked  and  numbered  as  the  original  casks 
or  packages,  in  case  the  original  casks  or  packages 
shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  officer  appointed  to 
examine  the  same,  be  so  injured  as  to  be  rendered 
unfit  for  exportation,  and  in  no  other  case:  Pro- 
vided further.  That  the  filling  up  or  change  of 
package  be  done  under  the  inspecUOQ  of  a  proper 
officer,  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  collector 
and  naval  officer,  where  any,  of  the  port  or  place 
from  which  such  liquors,  coffee,  or  unrefined  su- 
gars are  intended  to  be  exported  ;  and  the  draw- 
back on  articles  so  filled  up,  or  of  which  the  pack- 
ages have  been  changed,  shall  not  be  allowed  with- 
out such  inspection.  And  where  articles  are  im- 
ported  in  bulk,  they  shall  be  exported  in  the  pack- 
ages, if  any,  in  which  they  were  landed;  for  which 
purpose  the  ofiicer  delivering  the  lame  shall  re- 
turn the  packages  they  may  be  put  into,  if  any. 
'With  their  marks  and  numbers, and  they  shall  not 
be  entiilcii  to  drawback,  unless  exported  in  such 
packages^  which  shall  be  deemed  the  packages  of 
original  importation,  nor  unless  they  fully  agree 
with  the  return  made  by  the  said  officer;  and  in 
respect  to  distilled  spiri Li,  wines,  or  teas,  the  certi- 
ficates isKued  by  the  inspector  of  the  revenue  for 
such  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  shall  be  given  up,  and 
the  drawback  shall  not  be  allowed  on  any  soch 
spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  as  do  not  agree  on  ezamina- 
tton  with  the  certificates  so  given  up. 

Sec.  76.  And  be  it  further  macted,Tb».\,  in  order 
to  entitle  the  exporter  or  exporters  of  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  to  the  benefit  of  the  said 
drawback,  or  allowances,  he  or  she  shall^  [wevions 
to  putting  or  lading  the  same  on  board  ol  any  ship 
or  vessel  for  exportation,  give  twenty-four  hcnn 
notice  at  least  to  the  collector  of  the  district  from 
which  the  same  are  about  to  be  exported,  of  bis, 
her,  or  their  intenliun  to  export  the  same,  (aniess 
in  the  case  of  distilled  spirits,  when  six  hours  no-  I 
lice  shall  be  deemed  sufficient,}  and  shall  make 
entry  in  writing  of  the  particulars  thereof,  and  cf 
the  cafks,  case^,  chests,  hoxe.%  and  other  packavK 
or  parcels  containing  the  same,  or  of  which  the 
same  shall  consist,  and  of  their  respective  marks. 
numbers,  and  contents ;  and,  if  imparted  article). 
the  name  of  the  ship  or  vessel  and  master's  name. 
tn  which  the  person  or  persons,  for  or  by  whom. 
and  the  place  or  places  from  which  they  were 
imported;  also  the  district  into  which  the  sarf 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  were  imported,  if 
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other  than  ihe  district  from  which  the^  are  in- 
leaded  to  be  exported  ;  ADd  the  form  of  the  said 
tsaity  shall  be  as  follows: 

Entry  of  tnerchaodise  inleoded  to  be  exported 
by  [here  iDsert  th«  name  or  oaoiesj  on  board  of 
the  [insert  the  denomiDaiioD  and  name  of  the 
lel]  whereof  [insert  Ihe  name  of  the  maalei 
master,  for  [insert  the  port  or  place  to  which 

lined]  for  tlie  benefit  of  drawback,  which  ^ 

imported  into  the  district  of  [ioiert  the  disirici  of 
original  importatiooj  by  [insert  the  name  of  thi 
importer]  in  the  riasert  the  deaomination  ant. 
name  of  the  resselj  from  [insert  the  foreign  port 
or  place  whence  they  were  imported]  and  brought 
into  the  district  on  the  [insert  the  date  of  the 
sel's  entry]  in  the  [insert  the  denomioatioa  -^. 
name  of  the  vessel  and  master]  from  [insert  the 
port  from  whence  they  arrired.] 


n 
P 


It 
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And  in  respect  to  the  said  imparted  articles, 

troof  shall  be  made  to  the  saliafaclioD  of  the  col' 
iccor  and  naval  officer,  where  there  is  any  naval 
officer,  by  the  oath  of  ibe  person  or  persons  (in- 
cluding the  exporter  or  exporters,)  throtigh  whoae 
hands  the  said  articles  shall  have  passed,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  or  their  knowledge  and  belief,  re- 
»pecling  the  due  importation  of  the  said  articles 
according  to  law,  and  in  conformity  to  such  notice 
of  their  fdeatily,  and  of  the  payment,  or  securing 
(he  payment  of  the  duties  tnerenpon:  Pfomdea, 
That  if  through  actual  sickness  or  absence  of  the 
importer  or  other  person,  through  whose  hands 
the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  intended  to 
be  so  exported  may  have  passed,  and  not  other- 
wise, the  proof  required  of  tnem,  or  either  of  them 
shall  and  may  be  accepted  of  from  their  known 
agent,  factor,  or  the  person  who  oxually  transacts 
their  business:  And  the  said  collector  shall  direct 
the  surveyor,  where  any,  to  inspect  or  cause  to  be 
inspected,  the  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  so 
notified  for  exportation,  and  if  they  shall  be  found 
to  correspond  fully  with  the  notice  and  proof  con- 
ceming  the  same,  the  said  collector,  together  with 
the  naval  officer^  ifany  there  be,  shall  grant  a  per- 
mit for  lading  the  same  on  board  of  the  ship  or 
vessel  namedin  such  notice  and  entrv,  as  afore- 
said ;  which  lading  shall  be  performed  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  officer  by  whom  the  same 
■ball  have  been  so  inspected ;  and  the  said  ex- 
porter or  exporters  shall  likewise  make  oath  that 
the  said  goods,  so  noticed  for  exportation,  and 
laden  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  previous  to  the 
clearance  thereof,  oi  within  tea  days  after  such 


clearance,  are  truly  intended  to  be  exported  to  the 
place  whereof  notice  shall  have  been  given, 
and  are  not  intended  to  be  relanded  within  the 
United  Slates,  otherwise  the  said  goods,  warea, 
and  merchandise,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  ben- 
efit of  drawback.  And  the  form  of  the  direction 
to  the  surveyor  of  the  port,  where  any,  or  lo  the 
officer  who  maj  inspect  the  said  goods;  and  the 
permit  for  lading  the  said  goods  for  exportation, 
shall  be  as  follows: 
Dialriet  of ,  port  of . 

The  surveyor  will  cause  the  anicles  specified  in 
[insert  the  name  of  the  person  making  entry]  en- 
try to  be  examined,  and  if  found  lo  agree  exactly 
therewith,  will  have  tbem  [weighed,  gauged,  or 
measured,  as  the  case  may  require]  and  then  per- 
mit the  same  to  be  laden  on  board  the  [insert  the 
denominntion  and  name  of  the  vessel,  and  the 
master's  name]  master  for  [insert  the  port  of  des- 
tinalionj  for  benefit  of  drawback. 

A.  B.,  CoUtctor. 
C.  D.,  Naval  Officer. 
To  tht  Stineyor  of  the  Port  of . 

And  in  eases  where  the  persons  making  enttT, 
as  aforesaid,  are  the  persons  by  whom  the  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  intended  to  be  exported, 
were  originally  imported  into  the  United  Statea. 
the  said  entry  shall,  al^er  the  landing  of  the  saia 
goods,  be  verified  in  manner  following,  to  wit: 

I  [insert  the  name]  do  solemnly,  sincerely  and 
truly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  the  triicles  spMified 
in  tne  above,  or  annexed  entry,  were  imported  by 
me  [or  consigned  to  me,  as  the  case  may  be]  is 
the  [insert  the  denomination  and  name  of  the  ves- 
sel] whereof  [insert  the  name]  was  master,  from 
[insert  Ihe  name  of  the  port  or  place  where  from] 
that  they  were  duly  eotAed  by  me  al  the  custom- 
house of  this  port,  and  the  duties  paid,  (or  secured 
to  be  paid  thereon,  as  the  case  may  be]  that  they 
are  the  same  in  quantity,  quality,  paekase  [and 
value,  if  articles  paying  an  ad  valorem  amy]  a* 
at  the  time  of  ininortatioD,  necessary  or  unavoid- 
able wastage  or  aamage  only  excepted,  and  are 
now  actnaUy  laden  on  Doard  the  [insert  denomi- 
nation and  name  of  the  vessel]  whereof  [insert 
the  name]  is  master ;  and  Ihai  they  are  truly  in- 
tended to  be  exported  by  me  in  the  said  vetiel,  to 
the  port  of  [insert  the  name  of  the  port  or  ;>lace] 
and  are  not  intended  to  be  re-landed  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States.    So  help  me  God. 

And  Ihe  oath,  or  affirmation,  to  be  taken  by  the 
importer,  when  goods  are  sold,  to  be  exported  by 
another  person,  shall  be  as  follows: 

I.  [insert  the  came,]  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and 
truly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  Ihe  articles  specified 
in  the  above  or  annexed  entry,  as  imported  by, 
[or  consigned  to  me,  as  the  case  may  be.]  were 
truly  imported  by  or  consigned  to  me  in  tne  [in- 
sert deaomination  or  name  of  the  vessel]  whereof 
[insert  the  name]  is  master,  from  [insert  the  port 
or  place,]  that  they  were  dulv  entered  by  me  at 

the  custom  house  of ,  and  the  duties  thereon 

paid,  [or  secured  to  be  paid,  as  the  case  may  be,] 
that  they  were  the  same  in  quantity,  quality, 
package,  uecesury  or  unavoidable   wastage  or 
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damage  only  eicepied,  [and  value,  if  ariicles  pay- 
ins  aD  ad  valorem  duty.]  at  Ihe  time  of  sale  or 
delivery  to  [insert  the  oame  of  the  person  or  per- 
sons to  whom  sold  or  destined}  as  at  Ihe  lime  of 
importation.    So  help  me  God. 

And  the  oath,  or  affirmaiioD,  to  be  takea 

ods  are  expo) 
porter,  shall  oe 

L  [insert  the  name.]  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  auu 
truly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  the  articles  specified 
in  tne  above  or  annexed  entry,  were  purchased  by 
me,  nf  [insert  the  name  of  toe  person  or  persons 
from  wtioro  purchased]  that  they  are  now  actually 
laden  on  board  of  the  [insert  the  denomination 
and  name  of  the  vessel]  whereof[iQserl  the  name] 
is  master,  and  were  at  the  timeot  auch  lading',  and 
are  now  the  same  in  nnantily,  quality,  pacsage, 
necessary  or  unavoidable  wastage  or  damage  only 
excepted,  [and  valoe,  if  articles  paving  an  ad  va- 
lorem duty,]  as  at  the  time  of  purchase,  that  they 
are  truly  intended  to  be  exported  by  me,  in  the 
said  vessel,  to  the  port  of  [insert  the  name  of  the 
port  or  place]  and  are  not  miended  to  be  relanded 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  Slates.  So  help 
me  Qod. 

And  the  oath  or  affirmation  to  be  taken  by  any 
other  person  than  the  importer  or  exporter  of  the 
n)erchandi«e,  who  may  have  bought  and  sold  the 
same,  or  in  whose  possession  the  same  may  have 
been,  shall  be  as  follows : 

I.  [insert  the  name.]  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and 
truly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  the  articles  of  mer- 
chandise specified  in  this  entry,  were  purchased 
by  me  from  [insert  the  name  of  the  person  from 
whom  purchased]  and  were  sold  by  me  to  [insert 
the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  sold]  and  that 
they  were  not,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  or 
belief,  altered,  or  in  loy  rei^pect  changed,  in  quan- 
tity, quality,  value,  or  package,  necessary  or  una- 
voidable wastage  or  damage  only  excepted,  while 
in  my  possession,  or  from  the  time  of  said  pur- 
chase until  the  time  of  said  sale.  So  help  me 
Ood. 

Sec.  77.  And  be  it  further  macted,  That  the 
-districts  from  which  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise may  be  exported,  subject  to  drawback,  be 
only  the  districts  of  original  importation,  and 
those  ports  at  which  vessels  from  the  Cape  of 
Qood  Hope,  or  from  any  place  beyond  the  same, 
are  pertnitted  to  make  entry  :  Provided,  neverihe- 
lest,  That  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  as 
are  imported  into  a  district  other  than  the  one 
from  whence  they  are  to  be  exported,  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  drawmch,  unless  they  shall  be  accom- 
panied with  a  certificate  from  the  collector  of  the 
district,  and  naval  officer  of  the  same,  if  any  there 
be,  into  which  tbey  were  originally  imported,  spe- 
cifying the  marks,  numbers,  and  descriptions,  of 
-the  casks,  or  other  packages,  with  the  names  of 
the  master  and  vessel  in  which,  the  lime  when, 
•nd  the  place  from  whence  they  were  imported, 
uid  where  the  articles  are  subject  to  duty,  by 
weight,  measote,  or  gauge,  the  quantity  thereof; 
and  where  they  are  articles  subject  to  duty  ad  va- 
lorem  the  nett  amount  of  each  package,  on  which 
duly  has  been  paid,  or  secured  to  be  p«id ;  and  in 


all  cases  Ihe  amount  ot  the  duties  paid,  or  secured 
to  be  paid  thereon,  and  by  whom,  and  the  namef  of 
the  vessel  and  master,  in  which  they  are  shipped 
from  such  district,  and  by  whom  ;  and  in  order  to 
entitle  any  one  to  such  certificate,  he,  she,  or  they, 
shall  make  out  an  entry  of  all  such  goods,  ware^ 


tbei 

in  which,  Ibe  time  when,  by  whom,  and  the  place 
from  which,  they  were  imported,  the  names  of  ibe 
master  and  vessel  in  which  they  are  intended  to  be 
laden,  and  district  in  the  United  Stales  to  which 
they  are  destined ;  and  shall,  moreover,  prove  the 
truth  of  such  entry,  io  like  manner  as  is  before 
required,  for  goods,  -wares,  and  mercbandi^.  ex- 
ported from  a  district  of  orisioBi  importation : 
which  requisites  being  compaed  with,  atid  the 
collector  and  naval  officer,  if  any  there  be.  satis- 
fied therewith,  they  shall  grant  such  certificate; 
and  such  Koods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be 
entered  with  the  collector  of  the  district  into 
which  they  shall  bebrought  from  the  port  or  place 
of  their  origins)  imporialion,  by  the  person  or 
persons  so  imporiine  them,  or  to  whom  they  may 
be  consigned,  specifying  the  names  of  the  master 
■nd  vessel  in  which,  and  the  district  from  whence 
ihey  are  imported,  together  with  the  particulars 
of  the  packages,  their  marks,  numbers,  and  thnr 
conrents,  ana  shall  obtain  a  permit  for  the  same 
previous  to  the  landing  or  unlanding  thereof; 
and  any  goods,  wares^  or  merchandise,  landed 
without  such  entry  berng  made,  and  permit  ob- 
tained, shall  not  be  entitled  to  be  exported,  subject 
to  drawback. 

And  the  form  of  an  entry  of  goods  to  be  trans- 
ported coastwise,  for  the  purpose  of  being  export- 
ed from  another  district,  for  the  benefit  of  draw- 
back, shall  be  as  follows : 

Entry  of  merchandise  intended  to  be  shipped 
■■'        -  -'  lames]  on  board  ibe  [in- 


sert  the  denomi 

of  [insert  the  name] 


e  of  vessel]  wheie- 


-.  . J ,  for  [insert  the  {kki 

and  district  where  bound]  to  be  exported  from 
thence  for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  which  were 
imported  into  this  district  on  the  [iasert  the  date 
of  the  vessel's  entry  in  which  they  were  import- 
ed] by  [insert  the  name  of  the  importer]  in  the 
[insert  the  denomination  and  name  of  the  vessel, 
and  master's  name]  from  [insert  the  name  of  ih« 
foreign  port  or  place.J 
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And  the  foim  of  a  eenifieate  for  the  tmupoit*' 
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tioD  coastwise,  of  goods  iatended  to  be  exported 
to  another  district,  to  be  granted  in  pursuance  of 
the  entry  aforesaid,  shall  be  as  follows: 

District  of ,  port  of . 

We  certify^  that  the  merchandise  hereinafter 

specified,  whiiih  are  now  shipped  by  .  on 

board  the  ,  of ,  master,  bound  for  the 

port  of ,  were  duly  imported  ioio  this  dis- 
trict, on  the  day  of ,  by ,  in  the 

,  of ,  D)a£t»,  from  ,  and  the  duties 

tbereoD  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  according  to 


Padugea,  contents, 
Talne,  and  rates  of 
do^  collaeted  or 


Here  innrt  lach  pack- 
age in  detail,  the  cod- 
(enls,  qoali^j  and  va- 
lue, if  aiticlea  autijeet 
to  dntia  od  Talorem, 
with  the  rates  of  du^ 
collected  01  secured,  as 
the  ease  may  require. 


The  amount  of  duties,  paid   or  secured,  being 

A.  B..  Collector. 
C.  D.  Naval  Ogicer. 

And  the  form  of  an  entry  for  goods  arriving 
coastwise,  accompanied  with  a  certificate  as  afore- 
said, for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  drawback, 
shall  be  as  follows : 

Entry  of  merchandise  transported  coaiitwise,  for 
[insert  ihe  name  or  names  of  the  coosignee]  in 
the  [insert  denomination  and  name  of  the  vessel] 
whereof  ^insert  the  name]  is  master,  from  [insert 
the  name  of  the  port  or  district]  for  the  purpose 
of  bein(^  exported  from  the  district  of  [insert  the 
district  in  which  they  are  to  be  unladen]  for  the 
benefit  of  drawback;  nhich  were  imported  in  the 
district  of  [i'lsert  the  district  of  original  iraporia- 
tion]  on  the  [insert   the   date  of  importation]  by 

S insert  the  importer's  name]  'in   the  [insert  the 
enominaiion  and  name  of  ine  vessel,  and  mas- 
ter's name,  from  [insert  the  foreign  port  or  pli 
from  whence  imported.] 


Marks.  Nninben.         Padagea.        CMitenl*. 


And,  oa  making  the  said  entry,  an  oath  or  af- 
firmation shall  be  taken,  which  shall  be  of  the 
form  following,  lo  wit : 

I,  [inisert  the  name,]  do  solemnly,  sincerely, 
truly  swear  [or  affirm]  according  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  and  beHef,  that  the  entry  by  n: 
sQDscribed  is  jnst  and  true,  that  the  merchandi: 
therein  mentioned  have  been  duly  imported  and 


the  duties  thereupon  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid, 
according  to  law- 

And  the  form  of  a  permit  for  unlading  goods 
transported  coastwise,  with  a  certificate  as  afore- 
said for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  drawback,  shall 
be  as  follows: 

Port  of 

Permit  [insert  the  name  of  the  person  makinc 
itiy]  to  land  from  on  board  the  [in^i't  denomi,- 
natioQ  and  name  of  vessel,  and  name  of  mauler} 
master  from   [insert   the   port  and  disuict  frDi» 
which  arrived,  and  the  number  of  packages  an» 
iieots,  with  their  marks  and  numbers,  agreeably 
..  entry]  having  been  brought  coastwise  from 
thence,  tot  the  purpose  of  being  exported  from 
this  district,  for  the  benefit  of  drawback. 
A.  B.,  Collector. 
C.  D.,  Naval  Officer. 

To  the  Surveyor  of  the  port  of . 

Sec.  78.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  when 
ly  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  subject  to  draw- 
back, shall  be  entered  for  exportation  from  any 
other  district  than  the  one  into  which  they  were 
iginally  imported^  the   person  intending  to  ez- 
irt  the  same,  besides  producing  the  certificate 
ireinbefore  directed,  shall  give  the  same  notice, 
id   make  entry  in  like   manner,  and  the  good^ 
ares,  and   merchandise,  therein  expressed,  shan 
undergo  the  same  examination,  and  shall  be  laden 
on  board  under  regulations,  in  all  respects  con- 
formable to  what  IS  required  by  law,  relative^to 
lods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  entitled  to  draw- 
ick,  and  intended  to  be  exported  from  the  place 
of  original  importatioa. 

Sec.  79.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  all 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  dul^  imported  into 
either  of  the  districis  of  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
and  Baltimore,  or  into  the  ports  of  Boston  ana 
Providence,  which  shill  be  transported  in  part  by 
water,  and  in  part  by  land  conveyance,  from  the 
port  of  Philadelphia,  by  the  way  of  Burlington, 
Burdenton,  Lamberton.  or  New  Brunswick  ana 
Soulh  Amooy.  to  New  York;  or  from  the  port  of 
New  York,  by  the  way  of  South  Amboy.  New 
Brunswick,  or  Lamberion,  Bordeniown,  or  Bur- 
lington, to  Philadelphia;  or  from  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  by  Iheway  ol  Wilmineton.  Newport, 
Christiana  Bridge,  New  Castle,  Port'Penn,  or 
Appoquinimink  and  Elkton,  Freochtown,  or  Bo- 
hemia! to  Baltimore;  or  from  the  port  of  Balti- 
more, by  the  way  of  Elkton,  Bohemia,  or  French- 
town,  and  Port  Penn,  Appoquinimink.  Newcas- 
tle, Christiana  Bridge,  Newport  or  Wilmington, 
to  Philadelphia,  and  which  being  imported  into 
Philadelphia,  shall  be  exported  from  Baltimore  ot 
New  York,  or  being  imported  into  Baltimore  oT 
New  York,  shall  be  exported  from  Philadelphia, 
or  shall  be  transported  by  land  cooveyauce,  from 
Boston  Eo  Providence,  by  the  post  load,  or  from 
Providence  to  Boston  by  the  same  road,  and 
which  being  imported  into  Boston,  shall  be  ex- 

girted  from  Providence,  or  being  imported  into 
rovidence,  shall  be  exported  from  Boston ;  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  a  drawback  of  the  du- 
ties, upon  exportation  to  any  foreign  port  or  plac* 
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under  tbe  same  proruioD!>,  regalations,  resiric- 
lioDs,  and  liniUalions,  as  if  the  said  goods,  watex, 
ftod  merchaadise,  were  iraasported  coastwise  Trom 
one  lo  another  uf  ihe  said  districts,  and  also  upon 
the  cundiiions  lollowiDg.  10  wii;  That  due  eatt^ 
shall  be  made  wiih  the  collector  of  the  disirici, 
from  which  it  shall  be  intended  to  Iranipoii  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandiav,  as  aforesaid,  in  like 
manner  as  in  required  in  respect  to  (he  (raDi>pori- 
Btion  thereof  coastwise,  in  pursuance  of  this  act ; 
and  the  said  collector  shall  cause  the  good.',  wares, 
8Dd  merclwndise.  so  entered,  to  be  inspected  and 
marked  in  durable  characters,  hy  an  officer  of  the 
cuatoms,  with  ihe  name  of  the  said  officer,  and 
the  dale  on  which  such  inspection  shall  be  made; 
And  shall  grant  a  permit  for  the  iransportatioii 
thereof,  as  aforexaid, (herein  designating  i&e  route, 
and  expressing  (he  marks,  numhers,  aod  contents, 
of  each  chest,  bale,  box,  or  other  package,  and  all 
other  particulars  required  by  this  act,  to  be  inserted 
in  a  certificate,  for  the  transportation  coastwise, 
of  goods  enlitled  to  drawback,  and  shall  and  may, 
wheoefer  he  may  deem  the  same  necessary  for 
the  security  of  (he  revenue,  cau^e  each  chest,  bale, 
box,  or  other  package,  so  permitted  (o  be  trans- 
ported, lo  besecured  with  proper  fastenings  or  un- 
der the  seal  of  his  office ;  and  upon  the  arrival  of 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  Itiinsported  un- 
der a  permit  as  aforesaid,  and  within  twenty-four 
hours  thereafter,  report  and  entry  shall  be  made 
to  the  collector  of  the  district,  as  in  the  case  of 
goods  transported  coastwise,  pursuant  to  this  act, 
at  which  time  the  permit  aforesaid  shall  be  surren- 
dered, and  the  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall 
be  inspected  and  compared  therewith;  and,  on 
being  found  to  agree,  shall  be  entitled  10  draw- 
back, on  the  exportation  thereof  to  a  foreign  port 
or  place,  and  not  otherwise.  And  if  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  so  permitted  to  be  trans- 
ported as  aforesaid,  shall  he  transported  by  any 
Other  route  than  that  expressed  in  the  permit  to  be 
granted  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  not  be  accompanied 
with  the  said  permit,  or  if  due  entry  sh^U  not  he 
made,  at  the  portofnrrlval,  as  above  required,  and 
if  the  permit,  f^raoted  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  he  sur- 
rendered, or  if  the  said  eoods,  wares,  <ind  mer- 
chandise, shall  be  unpacked,  or  the  contents,  or 
■ny  pan  thereof,  changed  before  entry  and  inspec- 
tion  at  the  port  of  arrival,  as  above  required,  or  if 
any  mark,  fastening,  or  seal,  placed  thereon  by  di- 
rection of  any  officer  of  the  customs,  shall  be  de- 
faced 01  broken,  in  each  and  every  such  case  the 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  in  respect  to  which 
such  omission  or  wrong  doinji  shall  happen,  or 
the  value  thereof,  shall  he  forfeited,  and  recovered 
of  tbe  person  01  persons  making  default  In  either 
of  the  cases  aforesaid. 

Sec.  80.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  for  all 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  enlitled  lo  draw- 
back, which  shall  he  exported  from  the  district 
into  which  they  were  originally  impotted|  the  ex- 
porter or  exporters  shall  he  entiileri  to  receive  from 
the  collector  of  such  district,  a  debenture  or  de- 
bentures, for  theamount  of  thedrawback,to  which 
such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  are  entitled, 
payable  at  the  sante  time  or  times,  respectively, 


on  which  the  duties  on  tbe  said  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  shall  become  due.  And  it  »ball  be 
the  duly  of  tbe  said  collector  to  discharge  such 
debentures  out  of  the  product  of  the  duties  ansing 
on  (be  importation  of  the  goods  exported  as  afore- 

Pnymded,  That  in  respect  to  any  goods,  wares. 
or  merchandise,  on  which  tbe  whole  or  any  ia- 
sialmeni  of  the  duties  shall  have  been  paid  phoi 
to  an  entry  for  exportation,  the  debenture  fw  the 
amount  of  tbe  drawback  of  such  duties  as  shall 
have  been  paid,  shall  be  made  payable  in  fifteen 
days,  lo  be  computed  from  tbe  time  of  signing  the 
bond,  to  be  given  as  hereinafter  directed.  Atid 
promded,  That  all  debentures  shall  be  issued  aad 
made  payable  to  tbe  original  importer  or  impoil- 
er%  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  eoiercd 
for  exportation,  whenever  the  same  shall  be  re- 
quested, in  writing,  by  the  exporter  or  exporteri. 
and  not  otherwise. 

And  where  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandiit, 
are  exported  from  any  other  district  ibao  the  one 
into  wnich  they  were  originaUy  imported,  it  shall 
he  the  duty  of  tbe  collector  of  such  distiict.  toge- 
ther with  the  naval  officer  thereof,  where  (nereis 
one,  to  gram  to  the  exporter  or  exporters  a  certifi- 
cate, expressing  that  such  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, were  exported  from  such  district,  with 
the  marks,  numbers,  and  descriptions,  of  the  pack- 
ages and  their  contents,  the  names  of  the  master 
and  vessel  in  which,  and  the  port  to  which  they 
were  exported,  and  by  whom,  and  the  names  ai 
tbe  vessel  and  master  10  which  ihey  were  broogliL 
and  by  whom  shipped  at  the  district  from  whence 
they  came,  and  the  amount  of  the  drawback  to 
which  they  are  enlitled  ;  and  such  certificate  shall 
entitle  the  possessor  thereof  to  receive  from  the 
collector  of  the  district  with  whom  the  duties  on  the 
said  goods  were  paid,  or  secured  lo  be  pBid,adebeD- 
lure  or  debentures,  for  the  amount  of  the  drawback 
expressed  in  the  said  certificate  or  certificates,  {aja- 
ble  at  the  same  time,  and  in  like  maoner.  a>  is 
herein  directed  for  debentures  on  goods,  warn,  or 
merchandise,  exported  from  the  port  or  place  (S 
original  importation :  Prtmded,net>ertheiaa,Tiu 
the  collector  aforesaid  may  refuse  to  ffrant  such 
debenture  or  debentures,  in  case  it  shall  appear  to 
him  that  any  error  has  arisen,  or  any  fraud  has 
been  committed;  and  in  case  of  such  refusal,  if  the 
debenture  or  debentures  claimed  shall  exceed  one 
hundred  dollars,  it  shall  be  ihe  duly  of  the  said 
collector  to  represent  the  case  to  the  Comptniln 
ol  the  Treasury,  who  shall  determine  wrbether  sort 
debenture  or  debeoiuren  shall  be  granted  or  not. 
And  provided  aheave,  That  in  00  ca^e  of  an  ei- 
poriation  of  goods  snail  a  drawback  be  paid,  until 
the  duties  on  the  importation  thereof  shall  bare 
been  first  received. 

And  tbe  form  of  a  certificate  to  be  granted  m 
the  exportation  to  a  foreign  port,  of  goods,  waits, 
or  merchandise, from  a  district  other  than  tbe  di.<- 
Irict  into  which  such  goods  were  originally  im- 
parted, shall  be  as  follows: 
Dittrict  of ,  port  of .- 

We  hereby  cariify  that  tbe  merchandise  beitia- 
after  specified,  which  were  imported   into  tk     , 
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district  of  - 


n  tbe  - 


— .  by  , 

lii  me ui oiasier,  from ,  and  laDdcd 

in  ihis  district,  in  the  moolb  of  ,  out  of  the 

,  of master  from ,  (haviog  been  pre- 

rioiislj  entered  iit  this  office,  by ,)  have  beep 

eiported  hence  by ,  io  tbe  ,  belonging 

to ,  master,  bound  for ,  having  been  pre 

rionsly  inspected  and  (weighed,  gauged,  or  meas- 
ared,  hs  the  ease  may  require.)  and  that  the  Mid 

,  with ,  both  of ,  have  entered  into 

a  bond  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  in  that  cue  made 
and  prorided. 


Hara  imert,  in  dctut, 
tho  pftckagM  eiported, 
tluir  qnalil7  ajid  con. 
tents,  the  valus,  if  arti- 
cIm  aubJKt  to  dutie*  ad 


on  which  tare  : 
illowed,  md  the  Tttea  < 


Nett  amount  of  drawbacks  payable, dollars 

and cent*. 

A.  B.,  Colleetfyr, 
C.  D.,  Naval  Q^eer. 
And  the  form  of  the  debentures  to  be  issued  as 
aforesaid,  sball  be  as  follows ; 

No. ,  di^ria  of ^P°^  "f ! 

Debenture  for . 

In  pursuance  of  law,  I  hereby  certify  that  the 
sum  of  [here  insert  the  amount]  will  be  due  from 
the  United  States  uf  America, payable  at  ihia  of- 
!ce,  ID  [here  insert  tbe  name  of  the  exporter,  or 
lis  kaon'n  agent  or  Bilorney,]  or  order,  on  the 
here  insert  tbe  time  when  payable,!  for  drawback 
ir  duties  od  rnercbandise  imported  by  [here  insert 
he  name  of  the  itnporter  and  the  aenominatioo 
ind  name  of  the  vessel  in  which  they  were  im- 
lorted.]  and  eiported  by  the  said  [here  insert  the 
lame  of  the  exporter.]  Provided  tbe  duties  aris- 
ag  on  the  importation  of  the  said  merchandise 
halt  hare  been  discharged  prior  to  the  said  time. 
A.  B.,  Collectar. 
Couotersigned,  C.  D.,  Naval  Offic£r. 
And  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  (he  credit  of 
le  said  debentures,  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  tbe 
eberitures  to  be  issued  as  aforesaid  shall  be  assign- 
bte  by  delivery  and  endorsement  of  the  parties, 
•ho  may  receive  tiie  same ;  and  in  all  cases  where 
lymeat  shall  be  refused  by  the  collectors  of  the 
stricts  nbere  tbe  said  debentures  were  granted, 
coa.sequence  of  tbe  non-payment  of  the  duties 
hich  accrued  oa  the  importation  of  the  goods  for 
hich  such  debentures  were  issued,  for  a  longer 
ne  than  three  days  after  the  same  shall  have  been 
le  aad  payable,  said  refusal  to  be  proved  in  tbe 
'    ■'  ■■       -payment  of  bills 


□,  in    the  proper  c 


United  Stales,  a  suit  against  the  per>on  to  whom 
such  debenture  was  originaliy  granted,  or  against 
any  endorser  thereof,  whereby  to  recover  the 
amonnt  of  such  debenture,  with  interest,  at  the 
rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  time 
when  the  same  became  due  and  payable.  And  in 
all  suits  for  the  recovery  of  money  upon  deben- 
tures iasued  by  the  colleciDrs  of  ihe  customs  as 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court  in  which 
such  suits  shall  be  pending,  to  grant  judgment 
at  the  return  term,  unless  the  defendant  or  defen- 
dants ahall.  in  open  court,  exhibit  some  plea,  oii 
oath  or  affirmation,  by  which  tbe  court  shall  be  sat- 
isfied thai  a  continuance  until  the  next  succeeding 
term,  is  necessary  to  the  attainment  of  justice;  in 
which  case, and  not  otherwise,a  continuance  until 
tbe  next  term  may  be  granted. 

Sec.  81.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  before 
the  receipt  of  any  debenture,  in  case  of  exporta- 
tion from  the  district  of  original  importation,  and 
in  case  of  exportation  from  any  other  district, 
before  tbe  receipt  of  any  such  certificate,  as  is 
herein  before  required  to  be  granted,  the  person 
applying  for  such  debenture  or  certificate  shall, 
previous  to  such  receipt,  and  before  the  clearance 
of  the  vessel  in  which  the  merchandise  were  laden 
for  exportation,  or  within  ten 
clearance,  give  bund,  with  one  ( 
'  e  satisfaction  of  the  collecio 

ch  debenture  or  certificate,  as 

a  sum  equal  to  double  the  a 
for  which  such  debenture  or  cei 
conditioned,  that  the  said  goods,  oi 


r,  who  ii 


:  the  case  may  be, 
mount  of  the  sum 
rtificate  is  granted, 
iny  oart  thereof, ' 


'landed  in  any  port  or  place  within 
the  limits  of  tbe  United  States,  and  that  the  said 
exporter  or  exporters  shall  produce,  within  the 
time  herein  limited,  the  proofs  and  certificates  re- 
quired of  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
having  been  delivered  without  the  limits  aforesaid. 

And  the  form  of  tbe  bond  aforesaid  shall  be  as 
follows : 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we  — ~ 

of  the  —  of ate  held  and  firmly  bound  to 

tbe  United  States  of  America,  in  the  sum  of 

for  the  payment  of  which,  well  and  truly  to  be 
made,  we  Dind  ourselves,  our  belts,  executors,  and 

~  mi  nistiators,  jointly  and  severally,  by  these  pre- 

QtS. 

Witnesa  our  bands  and  seals,  this day  of 

—  one  thousand . 

Whereas  the  following  merchandise  has  been 
duly  imported  into  the  UnitedStates,  to  wit:fhere 
particularize  the  person  or  persons  by  whom  the 
several  articles  were  imported,  the  denomination 
and  name  of  the  vessel,  master's  name,  from  whence 
what  district,  and  when  imported,  together 
with  the  marks,  numbers,  description  of,an<rnum- 
ber  of  packages,  with  their  contents]  which  said 
mercbatidise  hath  been  re-shipped  by  tbe  above 

bounden ,  in  order  to  export  the  same  in  tbe 

of master,  now  in  the  port  of and 

bound  for . 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  therefore  is 
such,  that  if  tbe  aforesaid  recited  merchandise,  or 
any  part  thereof,  be  not  relanded  in  any  port  or 
lace  within  the  limits  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
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if  the  cerrificatex  and  otber  prootE  required  by  law 
of  (he  delivery  of  Ihe  sRme  at  tbe  aforesaid  port  of 
— —  or  at  any  port  or  place  without  Ihe  limits  of 
the  United  States,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  produced 

at  this  oflSce,  within from   the  dale  hereof, 

theD  this  obli^ration  shall  be  null  aod  void^  but 
otherwise  to  lemaiu  in  full  force  and  ririne. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  ihe  preaeoce  of . 

That  all  bonds  which  may  be  given  for  any 
zoads,  wares,  or  merchandise,  exported  from  the 
United  States,  and  oa  which  any  drawback  of  du- 
ties or  allowance  shall  be  payable,  in  virtue  of  such 
exportation;  shall  and  may  t>e  discharged,  and  not 
otherwise,  liy  produciog  within  one  year  from  the 
date  thereof,  if  the  exportation  be  made  to  any 
port  of  Europe  or  America,  or  within  two  years  if 
made  to  any  part  of  Asia  or  Africa,  a  certificate 
under  the  hanaofthe  consignee  at  the  foreign  port 
or  place  to  whom  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
cbandise,  shall  have  been  addressed,  therein  par- 
ticularly setting  forth  and  describing  tbe  articles 
so  exported,  their  marks,  numbers,  description  of 
packages,  the  number  thereof,  and  toeir  actual  con- 
tents, and  declaring  that  the  same  have  been  re- 
ceived by  them,  from  on  board  the  vessel,  specify- 
ing the  names  of  the  master  and  Tesael,  from  which 
(hey  were  so  received,  and  where  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  are  not  consigned  or  ad- 
dressed to  any  particular  person  at  the  foreign  pott 
or  place  to  wnich  the  ship  or  vessel  is  destiuea,  or 
mav  arrive,  but  where  the  master  or  other  person 
,  on  board  such  ship  or  Tesael  may  be  the  consignee 
of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  a  certificate 
from  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  such  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  may  be  sold  or  delivered 
by  sDch  master  or  other  person,  shall  be  produced 
to  the  same  effect  as  that  required  if  the  person  or 
persons  receiving  the  same  were  originally  intend- 
ed to  be  the  consignee  or  consignees  thereof.  And, 
in  addition  to  the  certificate  aforesaid,  it  shall  he 
necessary  to  produce  a  certificate  under  the  hand 
and  seal  of  the  consul  or  agent  of  the  United  Slates 
residing  al  the  said  place,  declaring  either  that  the 
facts  stated  in  the  certificate  of  such  consignee,  or 
other  person  aforesaid,  are  to  his  knowledge  true, 
or  that  such  certificate  is  deserving  of  fiul  faith 
and  credit;  which  certificates  of  the  consignee  or 
other  person,  and  consul  or  agent,  shall,  in  all  cases, 
as  respects  the  lauding  or  delivery  of  the  said  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  be  confirmed  by  the  oath 
or  affirmation  of  the  master  and  mate,  if  living,  or 
in  case  of  their  death,  by  the  oath  or  affirmation 
of  tbe  two  principal  surviving  officers  of  the  ship 
or  vessel  m  whica  the  exportation  shall  be  made  ; 
and  in  all  cases  wl),ere  there  shall  be  no  consul  or 
agent  of  the  United  Sutes  residing  at  the  said 
phce  of  delivery,  the  certificate  of  the  consignee, 
or  other  person  herein  before  required,  shall  be 
confirmed  by  the  certificate  ofiwo  reputable  Ameri- 
can merchants  residing  at  the  said  place  ;  or  if  there 
are  no  such  American  merchants,  then  by  the  cer- 
tificate of  two  reputable  foreign  merchants,  testify- 
ing that  the  several  facts  stated  in  such  consignee 
or  other  person's  certificate,  are,  to  their  knowledge, 
just  and  true,  or  that  such  certificate  is,  in  their 
opinion,  worthy  of  full  faith  and  credit  i  which 


certificate  shall  also  t>e  supported  by  the  oaib  x 
affirmation  of  the  masler  and  male,  or  olhet  prin- 
cipal officers  of  the  vessel,  in  manner  as  bcfoie  pre- 
scribed, which  oath  or  affirmation  of  (he  siidmas- 
ind  male,  or  other  principal  (^cers,  shall  ii 
ases,  when  taken  at  a  foreign  port  or  plur.  be 
taken  and  subscribed  before  tbe  conau!  or  ifeni  of 
the  United  States,  residing  at  such  foreign  pon  or 
place,  if  any  such  consul  or  agent  reside  ihetni. 

And  in  cases  of  low  by  sea,  or  bjf  capiurt  M 
other  unavoidable  accident ;  or  when,  mjm  tlx 
nature  of  (he  trade,  (he  proofs  and  ctrtiGciie  be- 
fore required  are  nol  and  cannot  beprocuifd  ibt 
exporter  or  exporters  shall  be  allowed  to  tiidoH 
to  the  collector  of  the  port  of  eiporwtioii  sort 
other  proofs  as  they  may  have,  and  as  ihe  niioit 
of  the  case  will  admit ;  which  proofs  shall,  wiibi 
statement  of  all  the  c ire uros lances  atlendiGg  ihe 
transaction,  within  the  knowledgeof  such  colla- 
tor, be  transmitted  to  the  ComptroUerofiheTrct- 
sury,  who  shall  have  power  to  allowafnrtheim- 
sonable  time  for  obtaining  the  proofs  aforeiiaui; 
or  if  he  be  satisfied  with  lai  truth  and  Tilidiir  gf 
the  proofs  adduced,  to  direct  the  bond  or  boodi  tf 
such  exporter  or  exporters  to  be  cancelleij:  iV 
Tided,  That  if  the  amount  of  such  bond  shall  ta 
exceed  the  penal  sum  of  two  hundred  dol!>n.ik 
collector,  with  the  naval  officer  where  there  isotc 
and  alone  where  there  is  none,  may,  piiriuim  » 
such  rules  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Cooipdollai 
of  the  Treasury,  admit  such  proof  as  mafboi' 
duced ;  and  if  they  deem  the  same  satiiricmrj, 
cancel  such  bond  accordingly. 

And  the  form  of  the  certificate  of  a  comigit^ 
declaring  the  delivery  of  merchandise  ai  t  Jma 
port,  shall  be  as  follows : 

I,  [A.  A^  or  we  B.  B.  and  C.  C.,]  of  ihe  [fitj 

or  town]  of [merchant  or  merc"hBnis,uiJ» 

partners  in  trade]  do  hereby  certify  that  thepji 
or  merchandise,  herein  after  described,  hanb^o 
landed  in  this  [city,  town,  or  port!  betvwi  tit 

and days  of from  on  board  tli?— 

of whereof  G.  G.  is  at  present  inutn."2: 

[here  insert  the  particular  articles  delirmi.i> 
manner  following,  as  the  case  may  require. nasidt: 
A.  B.  No.  1.  a  10-  ten  hhds.  1  Containios  im 
C,  D-  Nos.  3. 6, 9, 15,  4  tierces  i  pounds  of  coff- 
E.  F.  No.  14,  18,  22^  25,  27,  30,  33,  36.  Elgii 

hogsheads,  containing  10,000  pounds  oFbrun 

a.  R  No.  21  a  3 

weight  of  hyso 
r.  K.^16,19.    Three  bales,  coDtaininglSOFiHB 

of  nankeen — 
which,  according  to  the  bills  of  ladingfor  the aiw 

were  shipped  on  board  the at  iheporiof — 

in  the  United  States  of  America,  on  orabourJ* 

day  of and  consigned  to  [meorii 

by  of aforesaid  merchant  [ot  bi 

master  of  the  said .] 

Given  under  [my  or  our]  hands,  at  the  d 
this day  of 

And  the  form  of  tbe  oath  or  affirmalion  of  ^ 
principal  officers  of  a  vessel,  confirmji^  ihel)^ 
of  merchandise  at  a  foreign  port,  shtll  he  » fv 
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Acta  of  Congrat. 


Port  <f . 

We,  O.  E.  master,  and  H.  H.  mate,  of  the 

of laieljr  arrired  from  the  port  of in  the 

United  Slates  of  America,  do  solemnljr  [swear  or  > 
affirm]  that  the  goods  or  merchandise  enumerated  j 
and  described  in  (he  preceding  certificate,  dated  i 

the dajr  of and  sigoed  by  A,  A.,  of  the  1 

tity  of—  merchant,  were  actually  delivered  at  ■ 

the  said  port,  from  on  board  the  said within  I 

the  time  specified  in  the  said  certificate. 

Sworn'or  affirmed  at  the  city  of ,  before  me, 

this day  of . 

And  the  form  of  a  Tcrification  of  (he  delivery  of 
mercfaandiae  at  a  foreign  port,  to  be  executed  by 
a  consul  or  agent  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  as 

I,  M.  M.  [consnl  or  agent]  of  the  United  States 

of  Americs,  at  the  city  of do  declare  that  the 

facts  set  forth  in  the  preceditig  certificate,  sub- 
scribed by  A.  A,  of  the  said  city,  merchant,  and 

dated  the day  of are  to  [my  knowledge 

jnsi  and  true,  or  are  in  my  opinion  just  and  true, 
and  deserring  full  faith  and  credit. 

In  testimony  whereof,  !  have  hereunto  sub- 
scribed my  name,  and  afiSxed  the  seal  of  my 

office,  at ,  this day  of . 

M.  M.,  CoTUui. 
And  the  form  of  a  verification  of  the  delivery 
of  mercbandise,  to  be  executed  by  American  or 
foreign  nierchanu,  as  the  case  may  require,  shall 
be  as  follows: 

We ,  residing  in  the  city  of ,  do  declare 

thai  the  facts  stated  in  the  preceding  certificate, 

signed  by of  the  said  [citv]  merchant,  on  the 

day  of ,  arc  [to  out  Knowledge  just  end 

ime,  or  ure  in  our  opinion  jasi  and  true,  and  wor- 
thy of  full  faith  and  credit,  j  We  also  declare  that 
there  is  {oo  consul  or  other  public  agent  for  ibe 
United  Siatesof  America,  or  American  merchants, 


]  Im 


the  several  officers,  es- 
have  tiie  same  powers. 


Dated  at  the  city  of- 

t!  L. 

And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  oonsals  or  agentti 
of  tfa«  United  States,  residing  at  the  foreign  ports, 
todemand  iwenty-five cents  ioradministeriDgeach 
oath  or  affirmation  aforesaid,  and  one  dollar  for 
granting  each  certificate  as  aioreiaid ;  and  if  any 
constii  or  agent  shall  demand  other  or  greater  fees, 
than  are  allowed  as  aforesaid,  his  bond  shall  be 
forfeited. 

Sec.  82.  ATui  be  it  Jvrther  enacted  That  if  any 
goods,  iraree,  or  merchandise,  enlerea  for  ezporta- 
tioa,  with  intent  todrawbnck  the  duties,  ~~ '~  ~'~ 


place  within  the  limits  of  the  Unui^u  uMm,  as 
aforesaid,  all  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise 
shall  be  subject  to  seiznre  and  forfeiture,  together 
with  the  slup  or  veaset  from  which  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  landed,  and  the  ves- 
sels or  boats  used  in  landing  the  same ;  and  the 
persoDs  concerned  therein  shall,  on  indictment  and 
BODvictioD  thereof,  snfier  imprisonment  for  a  term 
aol  exceeding  six  months;  and  for  discovery  of 
frauds,  and  seizure  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 


proceedings  shall 
be  had,  as  in  case  of  goods,  wates,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  contrary  to  law. 

Sec.  83.  And  be  U  farther  enacted,  That  on  all 
picbled  fish  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States, 
exported  therefrom,  there  be  allowed  and  paid  a 
bounty  of  thirty  cents  per  barrel;  and  on  all  pro- 
visions sailed  within  the  United  States  (dried  fish 
excepted)  there  be  allowed  and  said  a  bounty 
of  iweniy-five  cents  per  barrel,  to  oe  paid  by  the 
eoUecior  of  the  district  from  which  the  same  shall 
be  so  exported,  without  any  deduction  or  abate- 
ment: Protided  alvtayt,  That  in  order  lo  entitle 
the  exporter  or  exporters  of  such  pickled  fish  or 
salted  provisions  to  the  benefit  of  of  such  bounty  or 
allowance,  the  said  exporter  01  exporters  shall  make 
entry  with  the  collector  and  naval  oflScei  of  the 
district,  from  whence  Ibe  said  pickled  fish  or  sailed 
provisions  are  intended  to  be  exported;  and  shall 
specify  in  such  entrvthe  names  of  the  master  and 
vessel  in  which,  and  the  place  where  such  provis- 
ions or  fish  are  intended  to  be  exported,  together 
with  the  particular  quantity  of  each,  wnether 
pickled  fish  or  sailed  provisions,  and  tne  species 
thereof;  and  proof  shallbe  ntade  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  collector  of  the  district  from  which  such 
articles  are  intended  to  be  exported,  and  of  the 
navel  officer  thereof  where  any,  that  the  same,  if 
fish,  are  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States;  if 
salted  provisions,  that  they  were  salted  within  the 
United  Slates;  and  no  entry  shall  be  received  ai 
aforesaid,  of  any  pickled  fish  or  salted  proTisions, 
which  have  not  been  inspected  and  marked,  pursu- 
ant to  the  inspection  laws  of  the  respective  States, 
where  inspection  laws  are  in  force,  in  regard  to 
any  pickled  fish  or  salted  provisions;  and  the  casks 
containing  such  fish  or  provisions,  shall  be  branded 
with  the  words  "for  bounty,"  with  the  name  of 
the  inspector,  or  packer,  the  species  and  quantity  of 
the  fisn  contained  therein,  and  the  name  ot  the 
portofexportation;  and  the  collector  ofsuchdistrict 
shall,  together  with  the  naval  officer,  where  there 
is  one,  grant  an  order  or  permit  for  an  inspector 
(o  examine  the  pickled  nsh  or  salted  provisions, 
or  both,  as  expressed  in  such  entry,  and  if  they 
correspond  therewith,  and  the  said  ofGcer  is  fully 
satisfied  that  they  are,  if  fish,  of  the  fisheries  of 
the  United  States,  or  if  provisions,  salted  tberein, 
to  lade  the  same  agreeably  to  such  entry  on  board 
the  ship  or  vessel  therein  expressed;  which  lading 
shall  be  performed  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  officer  examining  the  same,  who  shall  make 
returns  of  the  q^ieniiiy  and  quality  of  pickled  fish 
or  sailed  provisions  so  laden  on  board,  in  virtura 
of  such  order  or  [lermit,  lo  the  officer  or  officers 
granting  ibe  same.  And  the  said  exporter,  or  ex- 
porters, when  the  lading  is  completed,  and  after 
returns  thereof  have  been  made,  as  above  directed, 
shall  make  oath,  or  affirmation,  that  the  pickled 
fish,  or  salted  provisions,  expressed  in  such  entry, 
and  ttien  actually  laden  on  board  the  ship  or  vexsel 
as  therein  expressed,  are  truly  and  bona  fide,  if 
pickled  fish,  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States, 
if  sailed  provisions,  salted  therein;  that  they  at* 
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truly  inteoded  to  be  exported  as  therein  specified, 
KDd  aie  nol  intended  to  be  re-landed  within  the 
limits  of  the  Uaited  Slates;  and  shall  also  give 
bond  in  double  the  amount  of  the  duly,  bounty, 
or  allowance  lo  be  received,  with  one  or  inoie 
•utetieE  to  the  sstisfaclioa  of  the  collector  of  the 
port  or  place  froia  wbicb  the  said  pickled  Ssh,  or 
salted  provistoas,  are  intended  to  be  eiported,  con- 
diiiooed  that  the  same  shall  be  landed  and  left  at 
some  foreiffD.  [tori  or  place  wiibout  the  limits  afore- 
said; whicn  bonds  shall  be  cancelled  at  the  same 
periods,  and  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  in  re- 
spect to  bonds  given  on  (he  eiporlatioo  of  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  entitled  to  dianback  of 
duties:  Provided  always,  That  the  said  bounty  or 
allowance  shall  not  be  paid  until  at  least  six 
monilis  after  the  exportation  of  such  pickled  fish, 
or  salted  provisions,  to  be  computed  from  the  date 
of  the  bond,  and  until  the  exporter  or  exporters 
thereof  shall  produce  to  the  collectors  with  whom 
such  outward  entry  is  miade,  such  certificates,  or 
other  satisfactory  proof,  of  the  landing  of  the  same 
as  aforesaid,  as  is  heretofore  made  necessary  for 
cancelling  the  bonds  given  on  the  eiportation  of 
goods  entitled  to  drawback  as  aforesaid ;  And  pro- 
vided oJfo,  That  the  bounty  or  allowance  as  afore- 
said, shall  Dot  be  paid  unless  the  same  shall  amount 
to  ten  dollars  ai  least  upon  each  entry. 

And  the  form  of  entry,  required  to  be  made  as 
aforesaid,  shall  he  as  follows: 

Entry  of  [salted  provision  or  pickled  fish,  or 
botb,  as  the  case  may  be,]  intended  to  be  exported 
for  the  benefit  of  bounty,  by  [insert  the  name  of 
the  exporter,]  in  the  [msert  the  name  and  de- 
nomination of  the  vessel,]  whereof  [iiksert  the 
name  of  the  masterj  is  master,  bound  for  [insert 
the  port  of  destination.] 
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And  the  oath  or  affirmation  to  be  taken  by  the 
exporter  or  exporters  of  pickled  fisb,  or  salted  pro- 
visions, shall  be  in  manner  following: 
District  of 

I  [insert  the  r ^ ,, ., 

truly  swear  (or  affirm)  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge and  belief,  that  the  [sailed  provisions  or 
pickled  fish,  or  ijoth,  as  the  case   may  be,]  desig- 

naled   in  the   annexed  entry,   dated    ,  and 

subscribed  wilh  my  name,  have  not  been  imported 
from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  but  are  truly  and 


le]  do  solemnly,  si 


bona  fide  [if  provisions]  salted  pro>i9iagE,ci:rFd 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  Siates,[iir'irG^] 
pickled  fish  of  the  fisheries  of  the  Uniieii  Suia; 
thai  they  are  now  actually  laden  on  bcafd  ibt 
[insert  the  denomination  and  nameoflheTKul,] 
whereof  [insert  iJie  name]  is  master,  and  »re  is  be 
exported  to  [insert  the  place  of  destinalioD.j lad 
are  not  intended  to  be  landed  in  the  hipLUaiik 
United  States.     Sn  help  me  God. 

And  the  form  of  the  bond,  lo  be  eiwnted  v 
aforesaid,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit:     * 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we  — , 
are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  UDiiedSitlH 

of  America,  in  the  sum  of  ,  to  be  nid  lo  ilit 

said  Uniied  States;  for  the  payment  vbemtve 
bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  and  idmini» 
trators,  jointly  and  severally,  firmly  by  ihesepm- 

eats ;  sealed  with  our  seals,  daled  the div  d 

,  in  the year  of  the  independence  ofiit 

United  Slates,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lard — . 
The  condition  of  this  oblisation  is  such,  ihtL 

whereas  the  above  bounden hatheniwfdu 

the  castom-house  of  the  port  of ihefdloT- 

ing  merchandise  {here  insert  the  Dumber  of  put 
ages,  wilh  their  contents,  together  wilh  ibai 
marks  and  numbers,]  for  the  purpose  of  king  O' 
ported  for  the  benefit  of  bounty,  in  the  [inscnd^ 
nomination  and  name  ai  vessel,]  wheiecr[iDai1 
name]  is  master,  for  [insert  nameof  (hejdace.lu 
per  entry  thereof  made   and   subscribed  br  Ui 

aforesaid  ,  on  the  day  of ;"*i(k 

merchandise  has  been  laden  under  the  iuptne- 
tendence  of  A.  B.,  an  inspector  of  ibe  caslums  Hi 

the  port  of ,  as  per  return  thereof  lonfiriK 

said  entry;  which  merchandise  is  nowicniallyn 

board  the  said .  now  laying  in  the  port  of — . 

for  the  purpose  of  teing  exported  as  aloTeswd. 

Now,  iberefore,  if  (he  said  merchandise  ilaE 
not  be  re-landed  within  the  limits  of  ihe  I'tiu' 
Suies,  but  shall  be  duly  exported  to  the — .« 
any  oUier  port  or  place,  without  the  limiUiAr^ 
said,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void  md  oTiw 
efiect,  otherwise  it  shall  remain  and  beuifiiu 
force  and  virtue. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — ■ 

Sec.  84.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  Tbii  if uj 

Kods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  of  wfaicb  entn'i'U'^ 
ve  been  made  in  the  office  of  a  coUectoi^t^ii^ 
benefit  of  drawback  or  bounty  apon  eipnW* 
shall  be  en(ered  by  a  false  deaomiualion, oi nii'' 
neoui'ly  as  to  the  time  when,  and  the  \is^* 
which,  they  were  imporied,  or  shall  be  foiud  ^ 
disagree  with  the  packages,  quaniitks,  w  ^iw 
ties,  as  ihey  were  at  the  lime  of  original  \a.?^ 
lion,  except  such  disagreement  as  mav  han^ 
occasioned  by  necessary  or  uDBVoidaole  "is"? 
or  damage  only,  and  except  also  in  esses  *i>a< 

termission  shall  have  been  obtained  accoidiiS" 
iw,  to  alter  or  change  the  quaoiitiea  or  pse^ 
thereof,  ell  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandi^ti' 
the  value  thereof,  to  be  recovered  of  the  owns*' 
person  making  such  entry,  shall  be  itde^ 
Provided,  That  ibe  said  forfeiture  shall  doi  > 
incurred,  if  it  shall  be  made  appear  to  the  ^' 
faction  of  the  collector  and  naval  (fficerdl'i' 
district,  if  there  be  a  naval  officer,  and  if  tboi^ 
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no  nava)  officer,  lo  the  salisraction  of  the  said 
CoUeclor,  or  of  the  court  io  which  a  prosecution 
for  the  forfeiiDre  shall  be  had,  (hai  such  false  de- 
QDininalioD,  error,  or  disapeemenl,  happeoed  by 
mistake  or  accident,  and  not  from  any  inlentioD 
to  defraud  the  revenue. 

Sec.  85.  And  be  it  further  enacttd,  That  in 
ill  cases  where  a  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  prevented 
by  ice  from  filing  to  the  port  or  place,  at  whicb 
her  car^  is  intended  to  be  delivered,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  collector  of  the  district  in  which 
such  ship  or  vessel  may  be  obstructed,  to  receive 
the  report  and  entry  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  oaval  officer  (where  there 
is  one)  to  grant  a  permit  or  permits  for  unlading 
or  landing  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  iiH' 
ported  in  such  ship  or  vessel,  at  anv  place  within 
ais  district,  which  shall  appear  to  him  most  con- 
venient and  proper  r  Provided  ahoaya,  That  the 
report  and  entry  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  her 
cargo,  01  ATty  part  thereof,  and  all  persons  con- 
cerned therein,  shall  be  uuder  the  subject  of  the 
same  nilea,  relations,  restrictions,  penalties,  and 
provisions,  as  if  the  said  ship  or  vessel  had  arrived 
at  the  port  of  her  destination,  and  had  there  pro- 
ceeded to  the  delivery  of  her  cargo. 

Sec.  86.  And  bt  UJvrther  etuKted,  That  no 
officer  of  the  customs,  or  other  person  employed 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  id  the 
collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  eoods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  imported  in  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels, 
shall  own,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  any  ship  or 
vessel,  or  act  as  agent, -..-■.  r 


the  o 
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consignee  f 


any  cargo  or  lading  on  board  the  same;  nor  shall 
any  officers  of  the  customs,  or  other  person  em- 
ployed in  the  collection  of  the  duties  as  aforesaid, 
irnport,or  be  concerned  directly  or  indirectly  in 
the  importation  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, for  sale,  into  the  United  Statfa,  on  penalty 
that  every  person  so  offending,  and  being  thereof 
convicted,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  87.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  so 
much  of  the  twelfth  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  making  alterations  in  the  Treasury  and 
War  Departments,"  as  restricts  all  officers  of  the 
United  States,  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
duties  itnposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on 
the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,  from  buying  or 
disposing  of  the  funds  or  debts  of  the  united 
Stales,  or  of  any  State,  be  repealed. 

SbcI  88.  And  be  it  furtlUr  enacted,  That  if 
any  officer  of  the  customs  shall,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, take  or  receive  any  bribe,  reward,  or  re- 
cami>ease,  for  conniving,  or  shall  connive  at  any 
false  entry  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  of  any  goods 
wares,  or  merchandise,  and  shall  be  convicted 
thereof,  every  such  officer  or  other  percon  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  less  than  two  hundred 
3or  more  than  two  thousand  dollars  for  each  of- 
etice  ;  and  any  person  giving  or  offering  any  bribe, 
«CDmpeQae,  or  reward,  for  any  such  deception, 
ollaaion,  «nd  fraud,  sball  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum 


not  less  than  two  hundted  dollars,  nor  more  than 
two  thousand  dollars,  for  each  offence ;  and,  in 
all  eases  where  an  oath  or  affirmation  is  by  thia 
act  requited,  from  a  master,  or  other  person,  hav- 
ing the  command  of  a  ship  or  vessel,  or  from  an 
owner  or  consignee  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, his,  her,  or  their  factor,  or  a^ent,  and, 
generally,  whenever  an  oath  or  affirmation  is  re- 
quired from  any  person  or  persons,  whatsoever,  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  if  the  person  so  swearing,  or 
affirming,  shall  swear  or  affirm  falsely,  such  per- 
son shall,  on  indictment  and  conviction  thereof, 
be  liable  to  the  same  pains  and  penalties  pre- 
scribed for  persons  convicted  of  wQful  and  eoi^ 
rupt  perjnry. 

Sec.  89.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
penalties,  accruing  by  any  breach  of  this  act, 
shall  be  sued  for,  and  recovered  with  costs  of  suit^ 
in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
any  court  competent  to  try  the  same;  and  the 
trial  of  any  fact,  which  may  be  put  in  issue,  shall 
be  within  the  judicial  district  in  which  any  such 
penalty  shall  have  accrued,  and  the  collector, 
within  whose  district  the  seizure  shall  be  made, 
or  forfeiture  incurred,  is  hereby  enjoined  to  cause 
suits  for  the  same  lo  be  commenced  without  de- 


such  trial  is  had,  or  from  the  proper  officer  there- 
of, the  sum  or  sums  so  recovered,  after  deducting 
all  proper  charges  to  be  allowed  by  the  said  court, 
and,  on  receipt  thereof,  the  said  collector  shall  pay 
and  distribute  the  same,  without  delay,  according 
to  law,  and  transmit  quarter-yearly  to  the  Treas- 
ury an  account  of  all  moneys  by  him  recei  red  for 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  during  such  quar- 
ter. And  all  ships  or  vessels,  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  which  shall  become  forfeited  in 
virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  seized,  libelled,  and 
prosecuted  bm  aforesaid,  in  the  proper  court  having 
cognizance  thereof:  which  court  shall  caase  four- 
teen days'  notice  to  be  given  of  such  seizure  and 
libel,  by  causing  the  substance  of  such  libel,  with 
the  order  of  the  court  thereon,  setting  forth  the 
lime  and  place  appointed  for  trial,  to  Be  inserted 
in  some  newspaper,  published  near  the  place  of 
seizure,  and  also  by  posting  up  the  same  in  the 
most  public  manner,  for  ttie  bpace  of  fourteen 
days,  at  or  near  the  place  of  trial ;  for  which  ad- 
vertisement a  sum  not  exceeding  (en  dollars  shall 
ti  paid :  And  proclamation  shall  be  made  in  Buch 
manner  as  the  court  shall  direct ;  aad  if  no  person 
shall  appear  and  claim  any  such  ship  or  vesael, 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  and  give  bond  to  de- 
fend the  prosecution  thereof,  and  to  respond  the 
~  ~  in  case  he  shall  not  support  his  claim,  the 
t  shall  proceed  to  beat  and  determine  the 
cause  according  to  law  ;  an  upon  the  prayer  of 
any  claimant,  to  the  court,  thatanyship  or  vessel, 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  so  seized  and  pros- 
ecuted, or  any  [lart  thereof,  should  be  delivered  to 
such  claimant,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  to 
appoint  three  proper  persons  to  appreisesuch  ship 
or  vessel,  ^oods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  who  shaU 
be  sworn  in  open  court  for  the  faithful  discharge 
of  their  duty ;  and  such  appraisement  shall  b« 
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made  at  the  expense  of  ibe  paity  od  whoee  prayer 
u  is  granted;  aad,  oa  the  reiuni  of  such  appro ise- 
ment,  if  the  claimant  shall,  with  one  or  more  sure- 
ties, to  be  approved  of  by  the  court,  execute  a 
bond  ia  ibe  iMual  form  of  the  Uaiied  Stales,  for 
the  paymEDt  of  a  sum  equal  to  the  sum  at  which 
tii«  shjp  or  vessel,  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
30  prayed  tobedelivered,  are  appraised,  and,  more- 
over produce  a  certificate  from  the  collector  of  the 
district  wherein  such  trial  is  had,  and  of  tbenaral 
officer  thereof,  if  any  there  be,  that  the  duties  on 
the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  or  tonoage 
duty  on  the  fhip  or  vessel,  so  claimed,  have  been 
paid,  or  secured  in  like  manner,  as  if  the  goods, 
wares,  or  mere haodise,  ship,  or  vessel,  had  been 
leifally  entered,  the  court  shall,  by  rule,  order  such 
ship  or  vessel,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  lb 
be  delivered  to  the  said  claimant,  and  the  said 
bond  shall  be  lodged  with  the  proper  officer  of  the 
court,  and  If  judgment  shall  pass  in  favor  of  the 
claimant,  the  court  shall  cause  the  said  bond  lobe 
cancelled ;  but,  if  iudgment  shall  pass  against  the 
claimant,  as  to  the  whole,  or  any  part  of,  aucb 
ship  or  vessel,  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  and 
the  claimant  shall  not  withia  twenty  days  tnere- 
after  pay  into  the  cuurl,  or  to  the  proper  officer 
thereof,  the  amount  of  the  appraised  value  of  such 
ship  or  vessel,  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  so 
condemned,  with  the  costs,  judgment  shall  and 
may  be  granted  upon  the  bond  on  motion  in  open 
court,  without  further  delay.  And  when  any 
prosecution  shall  be  commenced,  on  account  of 
the  seizure  of  anv  ship  or  vessel,  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  and  judgment  shall  be  given  for  the 
claimant  or  claimants;  if  it  shall  appear  to  the 
court  before  whom  iiuch  prosecut ion  shall  be  tried, 
that  there  was  a  reasonable  cause  of  seizure,  the 
•aid  court  shall  cause  a  proper  certificate  or  entry 
to  be  made  thereof,  and  m  such  case  the  claimant 
or  claimants  shall  not  be  entitled  to  costs,  nor 
shall  the  person  whomade  the  seizure,  or  the  pros- 
ecutor, be  liable  to  action,  suit,  or  judgment,  on 
account  of  such  seizure  and  prowcution  i  Pro- 
vided, That  the  ship  or  vessel,  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  be,  alter  judgment,  forthwith  re- 
turned to  such  cUiinant,  or  claimants,  his,  her,  or 
their  agent  or  agents :  Andprtmded,  That  no  ac- 
xiaa  or  prosecution  shall  be  maintained  in  any 
caae  under  thin  ac(,  unless  the  same  shall  have 
be«n  commenced  within  three  years  next  after  the 
penalty  or  forfeiture  was  incurred. 

Sec.  90.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  all  ships 
or  vessels,  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  which 
shall  be  condemned  hy  virtue  of  this  act,  and  for 
which  bond  shall  not  have  been  given  by  the  claim- 
ant, or  claimants,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  for 
that  purpose  in  the  foregoing  section,  shall  be  sold 
by  the  marshal  or  other  proper  officer  of  the  court 
in  which  condemnation  shall  be  had,  to  the  high- 
eat  bidder,  ol  public  auction,  by  order  of  such 
court,  and  at  such  place  as  the  court  may  appoint, 
giving  at  least  fifteen  days'  notice,  (except  in  cases 
of  perishable  goods,)  in  one  or  more  of  (he  public 
newspapers  of  the  place  where  such  sale  shall  Iw; 
or  if  no  paper  is  published  in  such  place,  in  oneor 
more  of  the  papers  published  in  the  nearest  place 


thereto ;  for  which  advertising,  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing five  dollars  shall  be  paid.  And  thearoounl  of 
such  salesj  deducting  all  proper  charges  shall  be 
paid,  witbin  ten  days  after  such  sale  by  the  person 
selling  the  same,  to  the  cleric,  or  other  proper  (di- 
cer oflhe  court,  directing  such  sale,  to  be  by  iiim. 
after  deductins  the  charges  allowed  by  the  court. 
paid  to  the  callector  of  the  district  in  which  such 
seizure  or  forfeiture  has  taken  place,  as  hereinbe- 
fore directed. 

Sec.  91.  And  be  UJurther  enacted,  That  all 
Gnes  penalties,  and  forieitures,  recovered  by  virtue 
ofthisaci,  and  not  otherwise  appropriated,  shall, 
after  deducting  all  proper  costs  and  charges,  be 
disposed  of,  as  follows:  one  moiety  shall  lie  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury  thereof,  bj  the  collector  receiving  the 
same ;  the  other  moiety  shall  be  divided  between, 
and  paid  in  equal  proportions  to,  the  collector  and 
naval  officer  of  the  district  and  surveyor  of  the 
port,  wherein  the  same  shall  have  beeo  incurred, 
or  to  such  of  the  said  officers  as  there  may  be  ia 
the  said  district ;  and  in  districts  where  only 
one  of  the  aforesaid  officers  shall  have  been  estab- 
lished, the  said  moiety  shall  be  given  to  such  <&- 
eer :  Primded,  nevertheUtt,  That,  in  all  cases 
^here  such  penalties,  fines,  and  forfeitures,  shall 
be  recovered  in  pursuance  of  informatiom  givea 
to  such  collector,  by  any  person  other  than  the 
naval  officer  or  surveyor  oif  the  district  the  one 
half  of  such  moiety  shall  be  given  to  such  iufoim- 
er,  and  the  remainder  thereof  ahall  be  disposed  uf 
between  the  collector,  naval  officer,  and  suivevor 
or  surveyors,  in  manner  aforesaid:  Provided,  aba. 
That,  where  any  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penallicv 
incurred  by  virtue  of  this  act,  are  recovered  la 
conaequence  of  any  information  given  by  any  o&- 
cer  of  a  revenue  cutter,  they  shall,  after  deductins 
all  proper  costs  and  charges,  be  disposed  of  as  fuT- 
lows :  one-fvurih  pan  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  thereof 
in  manner  as  before  directed ;  one-founh  part  for 
the  officers  of  the  cusiomi,  to  be  distriboied  as 
hereinbefore  set  forth  ;  and  the  remaioder  thereof 
to  the  officers  of  such  cutter,  to  be  divided  amoof 
them  asreeably  to  their  (My :  And  provide,  Uht- 
viise,  Tnat,  whenever aseizure, coaaetDoauon, and 
sate  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  tak< 
place  within  the  United  States,  and  (he  value 
thereof  shall  b.-  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifir 
dollars,  that  part  of  the  forfeiture  which  accrue: 
to  the  United  States,  or  so  much  thereof  a^  mat 
be  necessary,  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  oi 
the  cost  of  prosecution  ;  And  be  it  fuTther  prj- 
mded,  That  if  any  officer,  or  other  person  entiikil 
to  a  part  or  share  of  any  of  the  fines,  penalties  <x 
forfeitures,  incurred  ii  '  "  "  "'  "  -■■■■. 
necessary  as  a  witc 
penalty,  or  forfeiiut  , 

may  bea  witness  upon  the  said  trial ;        

case  he  shall  not  receive,  nor  be  entitled  t< 

, l_.__fih.      "■ 

and  the  part  oi 

have  been  entitled,  shall  revert  to  the  Uniuii 

Stales. 

Sect.  92.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  ThaL  a 


e  of  this  act,  shall  be    I 
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tits  of  the  United  States,  sdjoiniog  to  the  doming 
ions  of  Qrekt  BriiaiD,  ia  Upper  and  Lower  Caa- 
ida,  and  the  districtK  on  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Mii- 
lissippi,  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  of  for- 
ei^  growth  or  man afae tore,  subject  to  the  jtay- 
menl  of  dntiei,  shall  b«  brought  into  (be  Uiiited 
States  from  anyforeiga  port  or  place  in  any  other 
maoDer  than  by  sea,  aor  in  any  ship  or  Teasel  of 
lesi  thai]  thirty  tons  burden,  agreeably  to  tbe 
admeasuieoient  hereby  directed  for  ascertaining 
tbe  tonnage  of  thipa  or  vessels  ;  nor  shall  be  land- 
ed or  unladen  at  any  other  port  than  is  directed 
bf  this  act,  under  the  pennliy  of  seizure  and  for- 
leiinre  of  all  such  ships  or  vessels,  and  of  ibe  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  imported  therein,  landed, 
or  unladen  in  any  other  manner.  And  do  draw- 
back of  any  duties  on  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, of  foreign  growth  or  manufacture,  shall  be 
allowed,  on  the  exportation  thereof  from  any  dis- 
Itict  of  the  United  Slates,  otherwise  than  by  sea, 
and  in  vessels  not  leu  than  thirty  tons  burden. 

Sec.  93.  And  be  U  fiirther  enacted,  That  ibe 
master  or  person  having  the  charge  or  command 
ofanyshipor  vessel  bound  to  a  forrign  port  or 

Elace,  shall  deliver  to  the  collector  of  ine  district 
Dm  which  such  ship  or  veasel  shall  be  about 
to  depftit,  a  taanifest  of  ail  the  cargo  on  board  tbe 
Nme,  and  the  value  thereof,  by  him  subscribed, 
iDd  shall  swear,  or  affirm,  to  the  truth  thereof; 
whereupon  the  said  collector  shall  grant  a  clear- 
ance for  suoh  ship  or  vessel  and  her  cargo,  but 
without  specifying  the  particulars  thereof  in  sq  "^ 
clearance,  unless  required  by  the  said  master,  ui 
other  person,  having  the  charze  or  commano  of 
such  ship  or  vessel  so  to  do.  And  if  any  ship  (. 
vessel,  bound  to  a  foreign  port  or  place,  shall  di 
pftrt  on  her  voyage  to  such  foreign  port  or  jilaee, 
without  delivering  such  manifest,  and  obtaining 
clearance  as  hereby  required,  the  said  master.  ( 
other  person  having  the  charge  or  commana  ( 
■uch  ship  or  vessel,  ahall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
of  Eve  hundred  dollars  for  every  such  ofience. 

And  the  form  of  the  report  and  manifesL  t( 
delivered  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  u  follows : 

Report  and  manifest  of  the  cargo,  laden  at  tbe 

port  of ,  on  board  the ,  master,  bound  for 

,  port . 


And  the  oath  or  affirmation,  to  be  taken  by  tbe 
aster  or  commander  of  tbe  ship  or    vessel,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  he  as  follows: 

IHatrkt  of . 

I  [insert  the  name]  master  or  commander  of 
the  [insert  the  denomination  and  name  of  the  ves* 
sel]  bound  from  the  port  of  [insert  the  name  of 
the  port  or  place  sailing  from]  to  [insert  the  nama 
oftheploceor  port  bound  to]  dosolemnly, sincerely, 
and  uniy  swear,(or  Bffirm,aa  thecaaemaybe,)ihat 
the  manil^est  of  the  cargo  on  board  the  said  [in* 
sert  denomination  and  name  of  the  vessel]  now 
delivered  by  me  lo  the  collector  of  this  district, 
and  subscribed  with  my  name,  contains,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  a  full, 
just,  and  true  accouai.of  all  the  goods,  wares,  and 
lerchandise,  now  actually  laden  on  board  the 
lid  ve«sel,  and  ol'  the  value  thereof;  and  if  any 
her  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  laden 
r  put  on  board  tbe  said  [insert  denomination  and 
_ime  of  vessel]  previous  to  her  sailing  from  thia 
pott,  I  will  immediately  report  the  same  to  the 
said  collector.  I  do  also  sweat  (or  affirm)  that  I 
verily  believe  the  duties  on  all  (he  forei^  mer- 
chandise therein  specified  have  been  paid  or  se- 
cured, according  to  law,  and  that  no  part  thereof 
is  intended  to  be  relanded  within  the  United 
States,  and  that  if,  by  distress  or  other  unavoid- 
able  occideot,  it  ehall  become  necessary  to  reland 
the  same,  I  will  forthwith  make  a  just  and  true 
report  thereof  to  the  collector  of  the  customs  of 
tbe  district  wherein  such  distreas  or  accident  may 
happen.    So  help  me  God. 

And  the  form  of  a  clearance,  to  be  sranted  to  a 
ship  or  vessel  on  her  departure  to  a  toreigu  port 
iir  place,  shall  be  as  follows: 

Dietriet  of ,  ss. ;  port  of , 

These  are  to  certify  all  whom  it  doth  concern, 
that ,  master  or  commander  of  the ,  bur- 
den   tons,  or  thereabouts,  mounted  with        ■■ 

guns,  navigated  with  men, bailt,  and 

bound  for ,  having  on  board  ,  hath  here 

entered  and  cleared  his  said  vessel,  according  to 

.  Given  under  our  hands  and  seals,  at  the  custom- 

house  of .  ibis day  of ,  one  thousand 

;iBud  in  tne year  of  the  independence  of 

the  United  Slates  of  America: 

Provided,  Anyihios  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing, that  the  collectors  and  other  officers  of 
tbe  customs,  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  directed 
to,  pay  due  regard  to  the  inspection  laws  of  the 
States  in  whicn  they  may  respectively  act,  in  such 
manner,  that  no  vessel  having  ou  board  goods  lia- 
ble to  inspection,  shall  be  cleared  out  until  the 
master,  or  other  proper  person,  shall  have  pro- 
duced such  certificate  that  all  such  goods  have 
been  duty  inspected,  as  the  laws  of  the  respective 
States  do  or  may  require  to  be  produced  to  col- 
lectors, or  other  officers  of  the  customs:  Awi,prO' 
mded,  That  receipts  for  the  payment  of  all  It^ 
fees  which  shall  have  ai-crued  on  any  ship  or  ve»- 
sel,  shall,  before  any  clearance  is  sraoteil,  be  pro- 
duced tu  the  collector  or  other  officer  aforesaid. 
Sec.  94.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
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JmportEr  or  imporlers  of  any  horses,  cattle,  sheep, 
■wine,  or  oihcr  useful  beasts,  imparted  iaio  the 
UiiLled  Slaieii  far  the  purpose  uf  breed,  shall  make 
entry  for  such  horses,  calUe,  sheep,  swine,  or  other 
useful  beasts,  eis  in  the  case  of  other  goods,  wares, 
OT  merchaadise,  and  obtaio  a  permit  for  laodiog 
(he  same ;  and  shall  likewise  make  oath  or  affirm- 
uioD,  ibai  they  are  actually  imported  for  the  pur- 
pose  aboTe-meniioned ;  and  any  horses,  cattle, 
sheep,  swine,  or  other  beasts,  landed,  without  [he 
provisions  aboTe-meotioned  being  fully  complied 
with,  shall  be  subject  to  seizure  and  forfeiture. 

Sec.  95.  Jnd  be  U  fitrlher  enacted,  That  all 
matters  directed,  by  this  act,  to  be  done  to,  or  by, 
the  collector  of  a  district,  or  by  the  oaval  officer 
thereof,  shall  and  may  be  done  to^  and  by,  the  per- 
son who,  in  ihe  cases  specified  in  this  act,  is  or 
may  be  authorized  to  act  in  the  place  or  iiead  of 
the  said  collector,  or  of  the  said  naTal  officer. 

Sec.  96.  And  be  it  Jiaiher  enacted,  Thatwhen- 
ever  an  oath  is  required  by  this  act,  persons  con- 
scientiously scrupulous  shall  be  permitted  to  af- 

Sbc.  97.  And  be  it  furtker  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  be  empowered,  for 
the  better  securing  the  collection  of  the  duties  im- 
posed 00  goods,  wares,  aod  merchandise,  imported 
into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships 
or  vessels,  to  cause  to  be  built  and  equipped  so 
many  revenue  cutters  not  exceeding  ten,  as  may 
be  necessary  to  be  employed  for  the  protection  of 
the  revenue,  the  expeniie  whereof  shall  be  paid 
out  of  the  product  of  the  duties  on  goods,  wares, 
ftnd  merchaodise,  imported  into  the  United  Stales, 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels. 

Sec.  98.  And  be  itfuHher  eiuuUed,  That  there 
■bull  be  to  each  of  the  said  revenue  cutlers,  one 
captain,  or  master,  and  not  more  than  three  lieu- 
tenants or  mates,  first,  second,  and  third,  and  not 
mote  than  seventy  men, including  non-commts- 
«i on ed  officers,  gunners,  aod  mariners.  And  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized 
to  cause  contracts  to  be  made  for  the  supply  of 
ntions  for  the  officers  and  men  of  the  said  revenue 
cutters :  Provided,  That  the  said  revenue  cutters 
shall,  whenever  the  President  of  the  United  States 
th^l  so  direct,  co-operaie  with  the  Navy  of  the 
United  Stales,  during  which  time,  [ hey  shall  be 
nndei  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
and  the  expenses  thereof  shall  be  defrayed  by  the 
agents  of  ine  Navy  Department. 

Sec.  99.  And  be  tt  further  enacted.  That  the  offi- 
cers of  the  said  revenue  cutters  shaU  be  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  aod  shell 
respectively  be  deemed  officers  of  the  customs,  aod 
shall  be  suDject  to  the  direction  of  such  collectors 
of  the  revenue,  or  other  officers  thereof,  as  from 
time  to  time  shall  be  designated  for  that  purpose. 
Theyshallhavepow^and  authority, andarehereby 
required  and  directed,  to  go  on  board  all  ships 
or  vessels  which  shall  arrive  within  the  United 
Stales,  or  within  four  leagues  of  the  coast  thereof, 
if  bound  for  ihe  United  States,  and  to  search  and 
examine  the  tame,  and  every  part  thereof,  and  to 
demand,  receive,  and  certify,  the  maoifesis  herein 


before  required  to  be  on  board  c 


vessels,  and  lo  affix  and  put  proper  fasieuingi  on 
the  hatches  and  other  commuDicationi  with  the 
bold  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  and  to  remain  on  board 
the  said  ships  and  vessels  until  they  arrive  at  the 
port  or  place  of  iheir  destination.  It  shall  like- 
wise be  the  duty  of  the  masUr  or  other  person 
having  at  any  time  the  command  of  any  of  the 
said  revenue  cutters,  to  make  a  weekly  retam  to 
the  collector  or  other  officer  of  the  disnict  ander 
whose  direction  they  are  placed,  of  the  tcaiuac- 
tions  of  the  cnlter  under  their  command,  specifT- 
ing  therein  the  vessels  that  have  been  board^ 
their  names  and  descriptions,  the  names  of  the 
masters,  and  from  what  port  or  place  they  last 
sailed,  whether  laden  or  in  ballast,  ivhellier  ships 
or  vessels  of  the  United  Stales,  or  to  vrbat  otha 
nation  belonging,  and  whether  they  have  the  ae- 
cessary  manifest  or  manifests  of  their  cargo(«  on 
board,  and  geoeiBtly  all  such  mailers  as  ii  may  be 
necessary  lor  the  collectors  or  other  officers  of  tilt 
customs  to  he  made  acquainted  with ;  and  the  offi- 
cers of  the  said  cullers  shall  likewise  execute  and 
perform  such  other  duties,  for  the  collection  and 
security  of  ibe  revenue,  as  from  time  to  rime  bhali 
be  enjoined  and  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  dw 
Treasury,  not  contrary  to  Uw,and  the  prpviaoiis 
herein  before  contained. 

Sec.  100.  AtuI  be  it  fitrOtcr  enacted.  That  the 
President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  caice 
ers  to  be  built  or  purchased,  in 
nch  as  are  or  shall  from  lime  to  time  be~ 
.6l  for  further  service ;  and  to  cause  sscii 
become  unfit  for  further  service  to  he 
sold  at  public  auction,  and  the  proceeds  of  aoch 
sales  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.  And  the  expense  of  purchasing  tuber 
"iutters,  asaforenaid,  as  well  as  all  future  expentes 
if  building,  purchasing,  or  repairing,  revenue  cat 
ers,  shall  be  paid  out  ol  the  product  of  the  dniin 
>n  goods,  wares,  or  merchandse.  imparled  imo  ibr 
Uoited  Stales,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  ot  res- 

101.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
collectors  of  the  respective  districts  may.  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  pn>- 
vide  and  employ  such  smiill  open  row  and  nil 
boats,  in  each  district,  together  with  the  namber 
of  persoiu  to  serve  in  them,  as  shall  be  necessary 
for  the  use  of  the  surveyors  aod  inspectors  iugtuM 
on  board  of  ships  or  vessels,  and  otherwise,  for  the 
better  detection  of  frauds;  the  expense  of  whick 

iball  be  defrayed  out  of  the  product  of  ihe  daoes. 
Sec.  102.  And  be  itjwiher  enacted,   That  tkt 

:ulters  and  boats,  employed  in  the  service  of  the    ! 

eveoue,  shall  be  distinguished  from  other  ve«*tU 
by  an  ensign  aod  pennant,  with  such  marks  there- 
on as  shall  be  prescribed  and  directed  by  the  Pmi- 
dent  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  case  any  i-hip 
or  vessel  liable  lo  seizure  or  examination  shall  DM 
bring  to,  on   being  required,  or  being  chased  b$ 

Jcutier  or  boat  having  displayed  the  pennu*. 
.  ensign  prescribed  for  vessels  in  the  revenit 
rvtce,  it  shall  he  lawful  for  the  captain,  mait<; 
other  person,  having  command  of  sach  cotie 
boat,  to  fire  at  or  into  such  vessel  which  shii 
not  bring  to,  after  such  pennani  and  ensiyn  ihib 
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be  hoisted,  and  a  gun  shall  have  beea  fired  by  such 
colter  OT  boat  as  a  signal ;  and  such  t^ptaia. 


tout  ictiiu  by  or  under  hi 
indemoifi^  from  adj  penalties,  or  actions  for  daiO' 
ages  for  so  doing  ;  and  if  any  person  shall  be  )ci lied 
or  wouoded  by  such  firing,  and  the  captain,  ma*- 
ler.  ai  other  person,  aforesaid,  shall  be  prosecuted 
or  arrested  therefor,  such  captain,  master,  or  other 
perwn,  shall  be  forthwith  aaiuiited  to  bail.  And 
if  any  ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  not  employed  in  the 
9er?ice  of  the  revenue,  shall,  within  the  juriedic- 
tioa  of  the  United  States,  carry  or  hoist  any  pen- 
nant or  eniign  prescribed  for  vessels  in  the  service 
aforesaid,  the  master  or  comtnander  of  the  ship  or 
vessel  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  hun- 
dred dollaTi. 

Sec.  103.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  no 
beef,  ale,  w  porter,  shall  be  brought  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  sea  froaa  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
except  in  casks  or  vessels,  the  capacity  whereof 
shall  not  be  less  than  forty  gallons,  beer  mea»ire, 
or  in  packages  containing  not  leas  than  siz  dozen 
bottles,  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  said  beer,  ale, 
or  porter,  and  the  ship  or  vessel  in  which  the  same 
shall  be  brought;  nor  shall  any  refined  lump  or 
loaf  sugar  be  imported  into  the  United  Slates,  f^om 
any  foreign  port  or  place,  by  sea.  except  in  ships 
or  vessels  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons  burden 
and  upwards,  and  in  casks  or  packages  containing 
each  not  less  than  six  hundred  pounds  weight ;  nor 
shall  any  distilled  spirits  (arract  and  sweet  cordials 
excepted)  be  imported  or  brought  into  the  United 
States,  except  in  casks  or  vesuU  of  the  capacity 
of  ninety  gallons,  wine  measure,  and  upwards,  nor 
ia  casks  or  vessels  whicli  have  been  marked  pur- 
suant to  any  law  of  the  United  States,  on  pain  of 
forfeiture  of  the  said  refined  lump  and  loar  sugar, 
and  distilled  spirits,  imported  contrary  to  the  pro- 
visions herein  described,  together  witn  the  ship  or 
vessel  in  which  they  shall  DC  so  imported  :  Pro- 
Dtded,  That  nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be 
construed  to  forfeit  any  spirits  for  being  imported 
or  brooght  into  the  United  States  in  other  ca^ks 
or  vessels,  as  aforesaid,  or  the  ship  or  vessel  in 
which  they  shall  be  brought,  if  suck  spirits  shall 
be  for  the  use  of  the  seamen  on  boerd  such  ship 
3r  vessel,  and  shall  not  ezcred  the  quantity  of  four 
gallons  for  each  seamui. 

Sbc.  104.  And  be  itfarihtr  enacted.  That,  for 
he  purpose  of  conforming  this  act  to  certain  stip- 
ilations  contained  in  treaties  made  and  ratified 
io4ei  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  it  is  here- 
>y  declared  that  il  shall  at  all  times  oe  free  to 
British  subjects,  and  also  to  the  Indians  dwelling 
>a  either  side  of  the  boundary  line  of  the  United 
Stater,  as  settled  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  freely  to 
lass  and  repaas,  by  land  or  inland  navigation,  mio 
od  from  the  lerrilories  of  the  United  States,  smd 
o  lutvigate  all  the  lakes,  rivers,  atid  waters,  ihere- 
f,  aod  freely  to  carry  on  trade  and  commerce 
71th  the  citizens  of  the  United  States:  Provided, 
'hat  DOthing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
)  jusnfy  the  admission  of  British  vessels  from  the 
ia  into  the  rivers  of  the  United  States,  beyond 
le  highest  ports  of  entry  for  f<»eiga  vestels  frMD 
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the  sea;  aod  all  eoods  and  merchandise,  the  ina- 
portation  of  which  into  the  United  States  ^taU 
not  be  wholly  prohibited,  shall  and  may  freely, 
for  the  purposes  of  commerce,  be  brought  into  the 
same,  in  manner  aforesaid,  by  British  subjects, 
from  the  territories  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
in  America ;  and  such  goods  and  merchandise  shall 
be  subject  to  no  higher  or  other  duties  than  are 
or  shall  be  payable  by  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  importation  of  the  same  in  Ameri- 
can vessels  into  the  Atlantic  pons  of  the  United 
States :  and  all  goods,  not  prohibited  to  be  export- 
ed from  the  United  Stales,  may,  in  ntanner  afore- 
said, be  carried  out  of  ihe  United  Stales  inio  the 
territories  aforesaid. 

Sec.  105.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  ne 
duly  shall  belevied  or  collected  on  the  importation 
of  peltries  brought  into  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  nor  on  the  propergoodsaad  effects,  of  what- 
ever nature,  of  Indians,  passing  or  re-passing  the 
boundary  line  aforesaid,  unless  the  same  be  goods  , 
in  bales  or  other  large  packages  unusual  anpua 
Indians,  which  shall  not  be  considered  as  |n<u 
belonging  bona  fide  to  Indians,  nor  be  entitled  u>' 
the  exemption  from  duty  aforesaid.  And  no  higher 
or  other  tolls  or  rates  of  ferriage  than  what  are  or 
what  ihall  be  payable  by  citizens  of  tbe  United 
Slates  shall  be  demanded  of  British  subjects,  and 
no  duties  shall  be  i«yable  on  any  goods  which 
shall  merely  be  carried  over  anjr  of  the  portages  or 
carrying  pluces  within  the  territories  of  the  Uni> 
led  Stales,  for  the  purpose  of  being  immediately 
re-embarked,  and  carried  to  some  otber  place  oi 
places :  Provided,  That  this  last  mentioned  ex- 
emption from  duty  shall  extend  only  10  such  goods 
B.«  are  carried  in  the  usual  aod  direct  road  across 
such  portages  and  carrying  places,  and  are  not  at- 
tempted to  be  in  any  manner  sold  or  exchanged 
during  their  passage  across  the  same.  And  it  snail 
be  lawful  for  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  and  for 
all  other  persons,  to  import  any  goods  or  merchan- 
dise, of  which  the  importation  shall  not  be  entirely 
prohibited,  into  the  districts  which  are  or  may  be 
established  on  the  northern  and  norihwEstern  boui)> 
daries  of  the  United  States,  and  on  the  rivers  Ohio 
aod  Mississippi,  in  vessels  or  boats  of  any  burden, 
and  in  rafts  or  carriages  of  any  kind  or  nature, 
whatsoever. 

Sec.  106.  And  heit  further  enacted,  That  all  ves- 
sels, boats,  rafts,  and  carriages,  of  what  kind  and 
nature  soever,  arriviDg  in  tbe  districts  aforesaid, 
containing  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  subject 
to  duties,  on  being  imported  into  any  port  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  reported  to  the  collector,  ot 
otberchiefofficerofthecustomsatiheportofentrv, 
in  the  district  into  which  ihey  shall  be  so  imported; 
and  such  goods  shall  be  accompanied  with  like 
manifests,  and  like  entries  shall  be  made  by  the 
persons  having  charge  of  any  vessels,  boats,  ran*, 
and  earriases,  aforesaid,  and  D*  the  owners  or  con- 
signees of  the  gooda,  wares,  aoa  aierehandiae,  lades 
on  board  the  same ;  and  the  powers  and  dntiee  of 
the  officers  of  the  customs  shall  be  exerciied  and 
discharged  in  the  districts  last  mentioned,  in  like 
manner  at  is  hereinbefore  directed  and  prescribed 
in  respect  to  goods,  wares,  and  metchandiae,  im- 
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ported  into  ibe  United  Slates,  in  vessels  Trom  the 
sea;  and  geDerally,  all  importations  as  aforesaid 
shall  be  subject  to  like  reguiaiions,  penalties,  and 
forfeitures,  as  in  oiher  districts,  except  as  is  hereiU' 
after  specially  provided. 

Sec.  107.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when 
any  roods,  wares,  or  laerchaadise,  subject  to  duties, 
shair  be  imported  into  any  of  ihe  districts  before 
mentioned,  and  which  shall  be  reported  as  being 
destined  to  be  carried  over  any  of  the  portages  or 
carrying  places  within  the  territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  for  the  purposes  of  being  immediately 
K-embarked.and  carried  tosomeother  port  orplace, 
it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  owner  or  consignee  of 
th«  goods,  wares,  oi  merchandise,  intended  to  be 
transpotied,  as  aforesaid,  to  make  entry  thereof  as 
particularly  as  is  hereinbefore  directed  and  pre- 
scribed in  respect  to  the  like  goods,  irares,and  mer- 
chandise, when  entered  for  the  payment  of  duties; 
and,  moreover,  specifying  in  such  entry  the  route, 
portage,  and  carrying  place,  by  and  over  which  il 
IS  iMended  to  transport  the  same;  which  entry 
^shsW^e  verified  on  oaih  or  affirmation  in  manner 
following : 
District  of ,  port  of . 

1  [here  insert  the  name  of  the  perton  making 
the  entry]  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly,  swear 
(or  affirm)  that  the  entry  now  subscribed  with  my 
iiame,  and  delivered  by  me  to  the  collector  of 
[insert  the  name  of  the  di&trict]  contains  a  just 
and  true  account  of  all  the  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  contained  in  the  several  pacEBses 
therein  mentioned ;  that  they  are  brought  into  this 
district  solely  for  the  purpose  of  being  carried  and 
transported  bv  ihe  way  of  [here  insert  the  portage 
or  carrying  place]  with  intention  of  being  imme- 
diately re-embarked  and  carried  without  the  lim- 
its of  the  United  States;  and  are  not  intended, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  be  sold,  exchanged,  or 
constimed,  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 
And  I  do  further  swear  (or  affirm)  that  if  I  shall 
'lat  the  whole  or  anv 
ir  merchandise,  shall 

, , langed,  or  consumed, 

within  the  limits  of  the  United  St 
mediately  report  the  same,  with  the  circumstances 
thereof,  truly,  to  the  collector  of  this  district.    So 
help  me  Qod. 

Sec.  108.  And  be  itfiirOier  enacted,  That  the 
collector  who  shall  receive  any  entry,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  causedue  examination,  inspection, and  search, 
to  be  made,  in  like  manner  as  is  hereinbefore  pre- 
scribed in  respect  to  importations  made  in  vessels 
arriving  by  the  sea,  or  intended  to  be  exported  from 
the  United  States;  and, being  satisfied  therewith, 
shall  thereupon  grant  a  certificate  or  protection 
for  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  which 
(hall  accompany  ihe  same,  and  which  certificate 
or  protection  shall  beof  the  form  following,  to  wit: 
District  of St.,  port  of 


hereafter  know  or  discover  that  the  whole  oi 

Krtof  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  mere' 
ve  been  sold,  alienated,  exchanged. 


■tthe 


of  the  person  making  entry  ]  has  made  entry  in  this 
office,  according  to  law,  of  the  following  merchan- 
dise [here  iusert  the  particulars  of  the  packages 
and  merchandise,  and  the  several  marks,  numbers, 


and  contenls,lhereof,as  in  Ihe  entry]  and  buinilt 
oath  that  the  said  merchandise  are  lalended  lo  b 
transported  by  the  route  of  [here  insen  the  ^• 
age  or  carrying  place]  to  [here  insert  the  promsti 
place  of  re-embarkation]  for  the  purpose  of  btioi 
transported  without  the  umits  of  tne  United  Sum. 
Now,  therefore,  this  cerliBcate  is  to  serve  uip- 
lection  for  the  said  merchandise,  during  thElniiv 
portaiion  thereof  by  the  route  aforesaid:  ftmiW. 
That  the  said  merchandise,  or  any  prl  ih^tcof 
are  not  and  shall  not  be  unpacked,  alieiared  ioU, 
or  consumed,  within  the  limits  of  (he  UniiedHiitei 
or  he  transported  by  any  other  route  thanbiioTe 
specified,  in  either  of  which  cases  the  said  mir- 
chandise  may  be  seized  and  forfeited,  this  entii- 
cate  and  protection  notwithstanding. 

As  witness  my  hand  and  seal  the  dtr  aad  jai 
above  mentioned.  A.  B.,  Cclkcmr. 

And  DO  certificate  as  aforesaid  shall  be  in  bm 
for  any  term  exceeding  six  inODtbs  from  Ibc  ibii 
thereof. 

Sec.  109.  And  be  it furOier  enacted,  Thatifiij 
person  having  the  charge,  or  being  connnitd  in 
the  transportation  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  menlia- 
disc,  entered  as  aforesaid,  for  Ihe  purpose  ofbeinc 
transported  across  any  of  the  portages  or  cttrpoi 
places  within  the  limits  of  the  United  Smn.u4 
to  be  delivered  without  the  limits  tbernif. lUL 
with  intent  to  defraud  the  revenue,  break opnoi 
unpack  any  part  of  the  said  merchandise,  n  stul 
sell,  exchange,  or  consnme  the  same,  or  witli  tite 
intent  shall lireak  or  deface  any  seat  or  hsiaiitf^ 
placed  thereon  by  any  officer  of  theTeveniKDTd 
any  person  whatever  shall  deface,  alter,  otfsff 
any  certificate,  graoied  for  the  proieclion  oi  dm- 
cbandise  transported  as  al'ore.iaid,  each  and  emy 
person  so  offcodins,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  fi"  but 
d red  dollars,  and  sliallhe  imprisoned  nollwi^ 
one  nor  more  than  :>ix  months,  at  ihedisereiiMcl 
the  court  before  which  such  person  shall  be  OV' 

Sec'.  110.  And  be  it  further  enackd.  Ti« 
nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  cci^'i'^ 
to  exempt  the  master  or  owners  of  venriif^ 
making  and  subscribioff  any  oaths  or  affiniaii*' 
required  by  any  laws  of  tbeUoiied  Siktes.D0i'O' 
mediately  relaiing  to  the  collection  of  the  doun 
00  the  importation  of  goods,  wares,  and  mertiu- 
dise,  into  the  United  Stales. 

Sec.  111.  Andbe  U  further  enacted,  Tbu  o 
cases  where  the  forms  of  official  docDmroUV 
prescribed  by  this  act,  shall  be  sabsUatiiHf  c"*' ' 
plied  with  and  observed,  according  to  ibe  ■n' 
spirit,  meaning,  and  intent  thereof,  no  pou'iT  <■ 
forfeiture  shall  be  incurred  by  a  deviation  ifc* 
from;  and  the  officers  of  the  DepanmcDi  ofun 
Treasurv,  according  to  their  respective  powmiM 
duties,  snail  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  prefCTM , 
additions  to  the  said  forms,  for  the  purpose  of  adip*- 
ing  Ihe  same  to  any  alterations  which  ""J  j' 
made  to  the  rates  of  duties  on  the  imporuiiDiai 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  and  on  the  tocu^ 
of  ships  and  vessels,  and  for  the  better  coUff* 
and  payment  of  the  said  duties  :  Prmided  i* 
ever,  That  it  shall  not  be  competent  for  ihe* 
officers  10  prescribe  •ny  fof m  or  regtilatioas  int* 
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paiible  wiih  or  contra rening  the  special  pTovisions 
of  ibis  act 
Sec.  112.  And  be  it  fitriher  enacted,  Tbs.tjtom 

and  after  the  ihirlielh  day  of  Juoe  oi^si  ensuing, 
the  act  of  Congress  passed  do  [he  fourih  day  of 
August,  ia  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety,  entiiled  "An  act  to  provide  more  ef- 
fectually for  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  goods, 
nates,  and  merchandise, im ported  ioto  the  UuiteS 
Siates,ai>don  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels,"  and 
also  all  olber  acts  or  parts  of  acts,  comios  within 
the  purview  of, this  act,  shall  be  repealed,  and 
tbeaceforth  cease  to  operate,  except  to  the  contin- 
uance of  the  officers  appointed  id  pursuance  of 
the  said  act  or  parts  of  acts;  except  also  as  to  the 
lecover  y  and  receipt  of  such  duties  od  goods,  wares, 
and  luerchaudise,  and  on  (he  tonnage  of  ships  or 
vessels,  as  shall  hare  accrued ;  and  as  to  the  pay- 
ment of  drawbacks,  bounties,aDd  allowances,  upon 
the  exportation  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
and  as  to  the  recovery  and  distribution  of  fines, 
penalties,  and  forieitures,  which  shall  have  been 
incurred  before  and  on  the  said  day;  subject  never- 
theless,  in  respect  to  the  collection  of  duties,  to 
the  alteratioDs  contained  and  expressed  in  the  pres- 
tat  act. 
Approved,  March  2,  1799. 


An  Act  la  eitabliih  the  compensations  of  Ihe  officers 
employed  in  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  imports 
■nd  tonnage,  and  for  other  pDrposu. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c.,  That  every  collector,  naval, 
officer,  and  surveyor,  employed  in  the  collection  of 
(he  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  shall,  within 
three  months  after  he  enters  upon  the  execution  of 
his  office,  give  bond,  with  one  or  more  sufficient 
sureties,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  Stales,  and  payable  to 
the  said  United  States,  with  condition  for  the  true 
■nd  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office  ac- 
cording to  law.  that  is  to  sa^;  the  collector  of 
Philadelphia  and  New  York,  id  the  sum  of  sixty 
(housana  dollar:.,  each ;  (he  collector  of  Boston 
and  CliarleBtown,fo7ty  thousand  dollars;  the  col- 
lectors of  BaltiiDore  and  Cbarlestoa,  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars,  each  ;  the  collector  of  Norfolk  and 
Portsmouth,  fifteen  thousand  dollars;  the  collec- 
tors of  Porismoutb,  in  New  Hampshire,  of  Salem 
and  Beverly,  Wilmington,  in  the  S(ate  of  Dela- 
ware, Annapolis,  Georgetown,  in  Maryland.  Ber- 
muda Hundred  and  City  Point,  Alexandria,  Wil- 
miiiBltoii,  Newbern,  and  Eden(on,  in  the  State  ol 
Nortli  Carolina,  Newport  and  Providence,  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations, 
ten  thousand  dollars,  each ;  the  collectors  of  New- 
bury port,  Gloucester,  Marblehead,  Plymouth, 
'Nantucket,  Portland,  and  Falmouth,  New  Lon- 
don, New  Haven,  Fairfield.  Per(h  Amboy.  York- 
town,  Dumfries,  Washintttun,  Cambden,  Qeorge- 
lown,  (South  Carolina,)  Beaufort,  and  Savannah, 
five  thousand  dollars,  each  ;  the  collectors  of  Hud- 
son. Middletown,  and  Waldoborough,  four  thousand 
dollars,  each ;  and  all  the  other  collectors  in  the 
sum  of^two  thousand  dollars,  each  ;  the  naval  offi- 
cets  of  the  ports  of  Boston  and  Charlestown,  New 


York,  Philadelphia,  Baliimoie,  Charleston,  ten 
thousand  dollars,  each;  and  all  other  naval  officers, 
in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  each  :  the  sur- 
veyors of  the  ports  ot  Boston  and  Charlestown, 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Charles- 
loo,  five  thousand  dollars,  each  ;  and  all  (he  other 
surveyors,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  each : 
which  bonds  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  said 
Comptroller,  and  be.  by  him,  severally,  put  in  suit 
for  the  beuefil  of  the  United  Slates,  upon  any 
breach  of  the  condition  thereof. 

And  all  bonds  to  be  hereafter  given,  shall  be  of 
the  form  following,  to  wit : 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we  ■■ 

are  held  and  firmly  bou^d  unto  the  Uniled  States  of 

America,  in  the  full  and  just  sum  of dollars, 

money  of  the  United  3(a(es ;  to  which  payment, 
well  andlruly  lobe  made,  we  biDdourselves,jointly, 
and  severally,  our  joint  and  several  heirs,  execu- 
tors and  administrators,  firmly  by  these  presents. 

Seated  with  our  seals,  and  dated  this day  of 

one  thousand 

The  condition  of  the  foregoing  obligation  is 
such,  that,  whereas  the  President  of  the  United 
States  halh,  pursuant  (o  law,  appointed  the  said 
to  the  office  of ,  in  (he  State  of . 

Now,  therefore,  if  the  said  has  trulv  and 

faithfully  executed  and  discharged,  and  shall  con- 
tinue truly  and  faithfully  to  execute  and  discharge 
all  the  duties  of  the  said  office,  according  to  law; 
(hen  the  above  obligation  lo  be  void  and  of  none 
eflect,  otherwise  it  shall  abide  and  remain  in  full 
force  and  viriue. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of . 

Provided,  That  in  cases  where  bonds  have 
been  already  given,  dccording  to  the  directions 
aforesaid,  new  bonds  shall  not  be  required. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itjarther  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  March  next,  and  in  lieu 
of  the  fees  and  emoluments  heretofore  established, 
there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  for  the  use  of  the 
collectors,  naval  officers,  and  surveyors,  appointed 
and  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  law,  the  fees 
following,  that  is  to  say,  to  each  collector,  for 
every  entrance  of  any  ship  or  vessel  of  one  hun- 
dred tons  burden  ana  upwards,  two  dollars  and 
an  half;  for  every  clearance  of  any  ship  or  vessel 
of  one  hundred  ions  burden  and  upwards,  two 
dollars  and  an  half;  for  every  entrance  of  any 
ship  or  vessel  nnder  the  burden  of  one  hundred 
tons,  one  dollar  and  an  half;  for  every  clearance 
of  any  ship  or  vessel  under  one  hundred  Ions  bur- 
den, one  dollar  and  an  half;  for  every  post  entry, 
twodollars;  for  every  permit  Inland  goods,  twenty 
cents;  for  every  bond  taken  officially,  forty  cents; 
for  every  permit  to  load  goods  for  exportation, 
which  are  entitled  to  drawback,  thirty  cents;  for 
every  debenture  or  other  official  certificate,  twenty 
cents;  for  every  bill  of  health,  twenty  cents;  for 
every  official  document,  (registers  excepted^)  re- 
quired by  any  meichani,  owner  or  master  of  any 
ship  or  vessel  not  before  enumerated,  twenty 
cents;  and  where  a  naval  officer  is  appointed  to 
(he  same  port,  the  said  fees  shall  be  equally  divi- 
ded between  the  collector  and  the  said  naral 
officer,  the  latler  paying  one-third  of  the  eipnose 
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of  the  necessary  sraiionery,  and  of  ihe  rentof  on 
office  to  be  prortded  by  the  collector,  at  tbe  place 
■SEigned  for  his  residence,  and  as  convenieDtlf  as 
may  be  for  tbe  Irflde  of  Ihe  district — except  the 
expense  of  fuel,  office  rent,  aod  necessary  stalion- 
ery  for  the  collectors  of  the  districts  oi  Salem  and 
Beverly,  Boacooj  and  Charlestown,  the  cities  of 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Charleston,  ihe 
towns  of  Baltimore,  Norfolk,  and  Portsmouth, 
which  shall  be  paid  three-fourths  by  the  said  col- 
lectors, and  the  other  fourth  by  the  respective 
naval  officers  in  those  districts;  and  all  fees  shall 
at  the  option  of  the  collector,  be  either  receirea 
by  bim  or  by  tbe  naval  officer,  tbe  parlr  receiving 
Id  account  monthly  virith  the  other  for  his  propor- 
tion or  share  thereof:  Provided,  That  ell  fees, 
arising  on  the  exportation  of  any  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  on  which  drawhacis  are  allowed, 
shall  be  equally  shared  among  the  collector,  na- 
val officer,  and  surveyor,  where  there  are  such 
officers  at  the  port  nnere  the  fees  are  paid,  to  be 
accounted  for  monthly^  by  the  collector  or  navtl 
officer  who  shall  receive  the  same;  and  where 
there  is  no  naval  officer,  such  fees  shall  be  divided 
equally  between  the  collector  and  the  surveyor, 
who  may  have  been  concerned  in  attending  to 
such  eiponalion,  and  the  surveyors  shall  pay  tlieir 
proportion  of  the  expenses  of  stationery  and  print- 
ing. To  each  surveyor,  for  the  admeasurement, 
and  certifying  the  same,  of  every  ship  or  vessel  of 
one  hundred  tons  and  under,  one  cent  per  ton  ;  for 
tbe  admpnsurement  of  every  ship  or  vessel  above 
one  hundred  tons,  and  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
tons,  ooe  hundred  and  fifty  cents;  lor  the  admea- 
surement of  every  ship  at  vessel  above  two  hun- 
dred tojis.  Iwo  hundred  cents;  for  all  other  servi- 
ces by  this  act  to  be  perfbrraed  by  such  surveyor, 
on  board  anv  ship  or  vessel  of  one  hundred  tons 
or  upwards,  naving  on  board  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
cbandise  subject  to  duty,  three  dollars;  for  the 
like  services  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel  of  less 
than  one  hundred  tons  burden,  having  on  board 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  subject  to  duty, 
one  and  an  half  dollar;  on  all  vessels  not  hav- 
ing OB  board  goodsj  wares,  or  merchandise  sub- 
ject to  duly,  two-ihirds  of  a  dollar.  All  which 
.fees  shall  be  paid  by  the  master  or  owner  of 
the  ship  or  vessel  in  which  the  said  services 
shall  be  performed  to  the  surveyor  by  whom  they 
shall  be  performed,  if  performed  by  one  only,  for 
his  sole  benefit— but  if  performed  by  more  than 
one,  to  bim  who  shall  have  the  first  agency,  to  be 
divided  in  equal  parts  between  him  and  the  other 
or  others  by  whom  the  said  services  shall  also  be 
performed.  To  each  inspector  there  shall  be  al- 
lowed, for  every  day  he  shall  be  actually  employed 
in  aid  of  the  customs,  a  sum  not  exceeding  two 
dollars;  and  for  every  other  person  thai  tbe  col- 
lector may  find  it  necessary  and  expedient  to  em- 
ploy, as  occasional  inspectors,  or  in  any  otherway 
ID  aid  of  the  revenue,  a  like  sum,  whilst  acloally 
to  employed,  not  exceeding  two  dollars  for  every 
day  so  employed,  to  be  paid  by  the  collector  out 
of  the  revenue,  and  charged  to  the  United  States: 
Prootdrd,  That  the  services  performed  hy  occa- 
•lonal  inspectors,  shall  be  particularly  detailed  in 


the  accounts  to  be  tT«nsmitled  to  the  Tntiuy, 
and  certified  as  lo  the  necessity  as  well  isperfom- 
ance  of  such  services,  by  tbe  naval  offlcttorsiu- 
veyor  of  the  district,  if  any  such  officers  there  iw. 
To  the  m«isurers,  weighers  or  gaugers,  n^w- 
lively,  to  be  paid  monthly  by  tbe  coflecict  Ml  of 
the  revenue,  and  charged  to  the  United  Stue^fct 
tbe  measurement  of  every  one  hundred  busbdicf 
grain,  thirty  cents  ;  for  the  measurement  uf  trtty 
one  hundred  bushels  of  salt,  according  to  the  neigta 
established  by  law  for  the  payment  of  duties  [ben- 
on,  fifty  cents;  for  the  measurement  t^erfrTOW 
hundred  bushels  of  coal,  sixty  cents;  for  the  «eift 
ing  of  every  one  hundred  and  Iwelre  poii[idi,»d 
marking  every  cask,  box  or  package,  weigiiif 
more  ihan  two  hundred  pounds  each,  except  su{u, 
coSee,  pepper,  pimento,  and  indigo,  in  tales,  lag], 
mats,  cannisters  or  seroons,  with  the  weifhi  in 
durable  characters,  in  the  districts  of  PeuasTrriDiL 
New  York,  Boston  and  Cbarlestown,  ud  B»b- 
more,  one  cent  and  a  quarter;  in  the  disiiictof 
Norfolk,  one  cent  and  an  half;  and  in  the  olki 
districtsi  two  cents ;  for  the  ^uging  and  mirluBf 
every  cask,  to  be  marked,  in  durable  chaiacwts, 
with  bis  own  name,  and  the  quantity,  eighiceoti; 
for  computing  the  contents  of  and  marking  cascj 
conlaining  distilled  spirits  and  wines,  three ceoU 
per  case;  for  aclually  counting  the  anniber  of 
bottles  of  cider,  beer,  ale,  perry,  or  porier.  c* 
lained  in  any  cask  or  other  package  or  picktfe, 
one  cent  per  dozen ;  and  in  proporlioD  for  ui 
greater  or  lesser  Quantity;  and  the  allQWun) 
aforesaid  shall  be  deemed  to  include  a  comptDB- 
tion  for  making  returns  of  the  goods  or  mmhit- 
dise  weighed,  gauged,  and  measured,  specifriif 
iheqnality  as  welt  as  quantity;  and  there  Aillkt 
allowed  to  the  surveyors  or  inspectors  of  Iile^eT^ 
nue  fnr  pons,  the  sum  of  one  cent  and  osrWf 
for  every  certificate  to  acciimpanT  fbrrigo  ^ 
tilled  spirits,  and  two  cents  and  one-litirfit 
every  certificate  to  accompany  wines  tai  Kb 
issued  within  their  ports  respectively;  ■>'  <" 
the  deputies  of  the  inspector?  aforesam,  ih""" 
of  two  cents  aod  one-half  for  every  »i  * 
package  of  foreign  distilled  spiiiis,  viitrt,  nt 
leas,  by  them  marked  and  returned  to  thtir  re- 
spective principals,  and  for  ganging  wines,  *iit» 
on  the  duties  are  payable  according  to  i!m  nl* 
thereof,  six  cent*  for  every  cask  aclually  giDg>^; 
There  shall  moreover  be  allowed  to  tliesertni 
officers  hereafter  mentioned,  the  folldwing i^c*' 
ances  and  per  centage:  To  the  collectors  of  ik 
district  of  New  York,  one-quarter  per  eeni:" 
the  collector  of  the  district  of  Boston  and  Chv<» 
town,  and  to  the  collectors  of  the  districts  ol  Bil- 
timore  and  Philadelphia,  one-faalf  pet  Mnt-ii" 
the  collectors  of  the  districtE  of  ClMitle!t»-3^ 
lem,  and  Norfolk,  aeven-eigbths  of  one  per  c^ 
to  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  AleiandrinK 
Savannah,  one  per  cent.;  to  the  collector  of  i" 
district  of  Newburyport,  one  and  one-qu»riet  pe 
cent, ;  to  tbe  collectors  of  the  dislricit  of  Pwl^ 
momb,  Portland,  Newport,  Providence,  and  Sn 
Haven,  one  and  one-half  per  cent.;  to  lh«  ro- 
lectors'of  the  districts  of  Oeo^etown  (in  *HjT- 
land)  and  Marblehead,  two  and  one-half  per  Mt: 


.dbyGoogle 


39U 


to  ibe  collectors  or  the  disiricta  of  New  Loodoo, 
Btddeford,  Bath,  snd  Wiscnaset,  two  pet  ceot. ; 
and  to  the  collEclon  of  all  other  districts,  three 
per  cent.,  on  all  moneys  by  them,  respectively,  re- 
ceived, on  accoDDl  of  the  duties  arising  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandi»e,  imported  into  the  United 
Stale^,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels. 
And,  in  addition  to  the  allowances  above  raea-- 
tioned,  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  annually, 
the  sums  foliowlDg,  to  wit:  To  the  colleciors  of 
Si.Mary's,Passamaquoddy,  Vermont, Champlain, 
and  to  the  collecting  of  the  several  districts  com- 
prising the  northern  and  western  boundaries  of 
the  United  States  and   the  rivet  Ohio,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifijr  dollars  each  ;  to  the  aurveyors  in 
the  sever&l  districts  comprising  the  northern  and 
weslem  boundaries  of  the  Dniled  States,  and  the 
river  Ohio,  two  hundred  dollars  each ;  to  the  sur- 
veyor of  Shell  Castle  or  Beacon  Island,  one  thou- 
sand dollars;  to  each  ofthecollectors  of  the  district 
of  Wilmington,  (in  Delaware,)  Annapolia.  Havre- 
de-Grace,   Chester,   {in  Maryland.)  Gloucester, 
Souih  Quay,  Yeocomico^appahannock,  New- 
bero,  Bdenton,  Camden,  Wilmio^toD,  (in  North 
Carolina,)  Nanjemoy,  Ipswich,   York,  Washing- 
ton, Bermuda  Hundred,  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  ;  to  each  of  the  collectors  of  the 
districts  of  Oxford,  Vienna,  8a^  Harbor,  Not- 
tingham, Hampton,  Yorktown,  Bnmfries,  Folly 
Landing,  Cherrysione,  Beaufort,  Brunswick,  and 
Hardwich,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars;  to 
each  of  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Perth  Am- 
boy,  Portsmoulh,  Hodson,  Plymouth.  Barnstable 
Nantucket,  Edearton,  New  Bedford,  Diehlon,  Pe- 
nobscot, Frenchman's  Bay,  Machias,  (Newport,) 
Middleiown,  Fairfield,  Burlington,  Bridgetown. 
Great  Egg  Harbor,  Little  Egg  Harbor,  Snow  Hill, 
Georgetown,  (in  South  Carolioa,)Bunbury,Mar- 
blehead,  PJew  Haven,  and  Georgetown,  (in  Ma- 
ryland,) the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 
to  each  of  the  collectors  of  Biddeford.  Bath,  and 
Wtscassec,  one  hundred  dollars  ;  to  the  naval  offi- 
cer of  the  district  of  Portsmouth,  two   hundred 
dollars ;  t«  each  of  the  naval  officers  of  the  dis- 
tricta  of  Wewhuryport,   Sslem,  Newport,   Provi- 
dence, Wilmington,  (in  North  Carolina,)  and  Sa- 
vannah, the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dcdlars; 
to  each  of  the  surveyors  of  Salem,  Portsmouth, 
Newboryport.  Gloucester,  Bristol,  Warren.  East 
Qreenwich,  North  Kingston,  St.  Mary's,  Sufiblk, 
Smith  field,  Richmond,  Petersburg,  Fredericks- 
)urg,  Wilmington,  Beaufort  and  Swansborough, 
:he  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  to  each 
)f  llie  surveyors  of  Newport,  Providence,  Thom- 
istown,  Beverly,  New  Haven,  Middleiown,  Hart- 
'urd,  9aybrook,  Albany,  Hudson,  Lewellensburg, 
*ortland,  Pawotuck,  Paiuxet,  New  London,  Sto- 
lingfon    Town  Creek,  Bermuda  Hnndred,  West 
'oiat,  Urbanna,  Port  Royal,   Aleiandria,  Wiad- 
or,  Hertford,  Plymouth.  Skewarky,  Murfreesbo- 
ough,  Bennet's  Creek,  Winton,  Nixonion,  New- 
jggen  Creek,  PasqnocaDk  River,  Indian  Town, 
Currituck  Inlet,  Savannah,  and  New  Brunswick^ 
in  New  Jersey,)  tbe  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
fty  dollars;  to  each  of  the  surveyors  of  such 
orts  of  delivery  as  may  be  hereafter  established  I 


by  the  President  of  the  the  United  States,  and  for 
whom  other  annual  compensations  are  not  here- 
by provided,  a  sura  not  esceedins  two  hundred 
and  fift^  dollars.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
respective  collectors,  naval  officers,  and  survey- 
ors, to  keep  accurate  accounts  of  all  fees  and  offi- 
cial emolumeDls  received  by  them ;  also,  of  all 
expenditures,  particularizing  their  expenditures 
for  rent,  fuel,  stationery,  and  clerk  hire,  and  to 
transmit,  aimually,  within  forty  days  after  tbe  latt 
day  of  Decemberj  an  account,  as  aforesaid,  veri- 
fied on  oath  or  affirmation,  to  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  who  shall,  annually, lay  an  abstract 
of  the  same  before  Congress;  and  if  any  collector, 
naTat  officer,  or  surveyor,  shall  omit  or  neglect  to 
keep  an  account  as  afore»aid,  or  to  transmit  the 
same,  verified  as  aforesaid,  he  shell  forfeit  and 
pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  for 
the  use  of  the  United  Slates. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  the 
compensations  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  tbe 
revenue  cutters,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit:  To  a 
eantHin  or  master,  Gft^  dollars  per  month,  and  (he 
subsistence  of  a  captain  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States;  to  a  first  lieutenant  or  mate,  thirty-five 
dollars  per  month ;  to  a  second  lieutenant  or  mate, 
thirty  dollars  per  month ;  to  a  third  lieutenant  or 
mate,  twenty-five  dollars  per  month  ;  and  toevery 
lieutenant  or  mate,  the  snnsistence  of  a  lieutenant 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  pay  of 
the  non-commissioned  officer?,  gunners,  and  mar- 
iners  employed  in  the  said  cotters,  shall,  from 
lime  10  time,  be  established  and  varied  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  not  exceeding 
twenty  dollars  per  month,  with  such  rations  as 
are  or  shall  be  allowed  in  the  naval  service  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  4.  Arid  be  it  fiirthtr  enacted,  That  when- 
ever a  collector  shall  die  or  resign,  the  commis- 
sions to  which  he  would  have  been  entitled,  on 
the  receipt  of  all  duties  bonded  by  him,  shall  be 
equally  divided  between  the  collector  resigning, 
or  the  legal  representative  of  isuch  deceased  col- 
lector, and  his  successor  in  office,  whose  duty  it 
shall  he  to  collect  the  same,  and,  for  this  purpose, 
all  the  public  or  official  books,  papers,  and  ac- 
counts  of  the  collector  resigning  or  deceased,  shall 
be  delivered  over  to  such  succ 
Approved,  March  2, 1799. 


Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  following  rules  and 
regulations  be  adopted  and  put  in  force  for  the 
government  of  the  navy  of  the  United  Stales: 

Article  1.  The  commanders  of  alt  ships  and 
vessels  belonging  to  the  United  Stales,  are  strictly 
required  to  show  in  themselves  a  good  example 
of  Lonor  and  virtue  to  their  officers  and  men,  and 
to  be  very  vigilant  in  inspecting  the  behaviour  of 
all  such  as  are  under  them,  and  to  discountenance 
and  suppress  all  dissolute,  immoral,  and  disorder- 
ly practices,  and  also  sucji  as  are  contrary  to  the 
rules  of  discipline  and  obedience,  and  Co  correct 
those  who  are  guilty  of  tbe  same,  according  to  the 
usage  of  Ibe  sea  service. 
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2.  The  commanders  of  ihe  ships  of  ihe  United 
Slaieshavingon  board  chapiaiiiS|8re  to  lake  care, 
that  divine  service  be  performed  twice  a  day,  and 
BserniaD  preached  on  Sundays,  unless  bad  wea- 
ther, or  other  exlraordiaary  accidents  prevent. 

3.  Any  person  who  shall  be  guilty  of  profane 
swearing,  or  of  druokenness,  if  a  seaman  or  ma- 
rine, shall  be  put  in  irons  until  sober,  and  then 
flogged,  if  the  captain  shall  ihiuk  proper ;  but,  if 
an  officer,  he  shall  forfeit  two  day's  pay,  or  incur 
such  punishmeDt  as  a  court  martial  shall  impose. 
and  as  the  nature  and  degree  of  the  offence  shall 
deserve. 

4.  No  commander,  for  any  one  offence,  shall  in- 
flict any  punishment  upon  a  seanaan  or  marine 
beyond  twelve  lashes  upon  his  bare  back  with  a 
cat  of  nine  tails,  and  no  other  cat  shalt  be  made 
use  of  on  board  any  ship  of  war,  or  other  vessel, 
belonging  to  the  United  Slates.  If  the  fault  shall 
deserve  a  greater  punishment,  he  is  to  apply  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  commander  in  chief  of 
the  Navy,  or  the  commander  of  a  squadron,  in  or- 
der to  the  trying  of  him  by  a  court  martial ;  and 
in  the  mean  time  he  may  put  him  under  confine- 

5.  The  commander  is  never  by  his  own  author- 
ity to  discharge  a  commission  or  warrant  officer, 
nor  to  punish  or  strike  him,  but  he  may  suspend 
o[  confine  him,  and  shall  report  the  case  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  or  commandant  of  a  squad- 
ion,  as  soon  as  he  arrives  in  port,  if  at  sea,  or  if  in 

Sort,  in  ten  days,  in  order  that  a  court  martial  may 
ecide  on  the  offence. 

6.  The  officer  who  commands  by  acciden' 
the  captain  or  commander's  absence  (unless  he  be 
absent  for  a  time  by  leave)  shall  not  order  any 
correction  hut  confioement,  and  upon  the  captai"  '< 
return  on  board,  be  shall  then  give  an  accounl 
his  reasons  for  so  doing. 

7.  The  captain  is  to  cause  the  articles  of  war  to 
be  hung  up  in  some  public  place  of  the  ship,  and 
read  to  the  ship's  company  once  a  month. 

8.  Whenever  n  captain  shall  enter  or  enlist  s 
seaman,  he  shall  take  care  lo  enter  on  his  books 
the  time  and  term  of  his  entering,  in  order  to  hii 
beiogjusily  paid. 

9.  The  captain  shall,  before  he  sails,  make  re- 
turn lo  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  a  complete  list 
of  all  his  officers  and  men,  with  the  time  aad  terms 
of  iheir  entering,  and  during  hi 
•hall  keep  a  true  account  of  the  desertion  or  death 
of  any  of  them,  and  of  the  entering  of  others,  and 
after  the  eipiration  of  the  time  for  which  they 
were  entered,  and  before  any  of  them  are  paid  off, 
he  shall  make  returnof  a  complete  list  of  the  same, 
including  those  who  shall  remain  on  board  his 
ship- 

10.  The  men  shall,  at  iheir  request,  be  furnish- 
ed with  slops  that  ate  necessary,  by  order  of  the 
captain,  and  the  amoutit  delivered  to  each  man 
■hall  be  regularly  returned  by  the  purser,  so  that 
the  same  be  stopped  out  of  his  pay. 

11.  All  officers  not  having 
lants,  (or  appointed  commiSoiuu  ui  naiiaui  um- 
eets  for  the  time  being,)  are  termed  petty,  oi  infe- 
rior officers. 


12.  Whenever  any  inferior  officer,  scamaB,i» 
other  person,  be  turned  over  into  the  ship  a  i 
commander  other  than  the  one  with  whom  he  cd- 
tered,  he  is  not  to  be  rated  on  the  ship's  b.oUtD 
a  worse  quality,  or  lower  degree  or  ststioD,  ihu 
he  served  in  the  ship  he  was  removed  from;  md 
for  the  guide  of  the  captain,  he  is  to  demBud  (nm 
the  commander  of  the  ship  from  which  sKb  ^ 
son  or  persons  were  turned  over,  a  list,  uada  liii 
hand,  of  his  or  their  names,  and  the  qualiiT  ii 
which  he  or  they  served. 

13.  Anyofficer,£eamBn, or  other  persan.eDiidtd 
wages  or  prize  money,  may  have  (he  nne 

paid  to  his  assignee,  provided  Ihe  assign oHnl  be 
attested  by  the  captain  and  the  purser;  bai  itai 
captain  or  commander  of  every  vessel  io  dit  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  is  to  discouiage  bis 
crew  from  selling  any  part  of  their  wags  or  pat 
money,  and  never  to  attest  the  letter  of  iiiorHj 
until  ne  is  satis&ed  that  the  same  is  not  gnnie4b 
consideration  of  money  given  for  the  punlHX  d 
wages,  or  shares  of  prize  money. 

14.  When  any  officer,  or  other  person  dies,  lb 
captain  is  forthwith  tn  have  his  name  enietedn 
the  books  of  the  ship,  in  order  lo  ihe  wagB  bei»( 
forthwith  paid  to  his  executors  or  adtniniiinton. 

15.  Aconvenient  place  shall  beset  apttiforib 
sick  or  hurt  men,  to  which  ifaey  are  toberenioTed 
with  their  hammocks  and  bedding  when  tknt- 
geon  shall  advise  the  same  to  be  necessary,  ud 
some  of  the  crew  shall  be  appointed  (o  tmd 
[hem,  and  keep  the  place  clean ;  cradles,  anil  buck- 
ets with  covers,  shall  be  made  for  their  use  ii  Be- 


ing in  such  plai 
tatn  is  to  employ  some  of  the  company  in  iAofi 
the  fish  to  be  daily  distributed  to  such  penossB 
are  sick,  or  upon  recovery,  provided  the  mrpo 
recommend  it,  and  the  surplus,  by  iurQS,siiitnp< 
the  messev  of  the  officers  and  seamen,  gnlii-''''' 
out  any  deduction  of  their  allowance  of  pnniiMt 


17.  Il  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  commaii^fx^ 
squadrons,  to  shorten  the  allowance  of  praTiiiWi 
according  to  the  exigence  of  the  .service,  uk"? 
care  that  the  men  bepunctually  paid  for  the  lawi 
the  like  power  is  given  to  captains  of  ship^ ttiio; 
singly,  where  it  is  deemed  necessary;  and  if  lien 
should  be  a  want  of  pork,  Ihe  captain  is  to  ordei 
three  pounds  of  beef  lo  be  issued  in  lien  of  m 
pounds  of  pork. 

18.  If  any  ships  of  the  United  SutesshaU  lap- 
pen  to  come  inlD  port  in  want  of  provision^  tk 
warrant  of  the  commander  of  the  s)DadnHi.  oi  »> 
a  captain,  where  there  isnocommanderofii'iul' 
ron  present,  shall  be  sufficient  to  procure  ik^ip' 
ply  of  the  quantity  warned,  from  the  agent  or  u- 
vy  agent  at  such  port. 

19.  The  captatos  are  frequently  to  cause  B  » 
inspected  the  condition  of  the  provision,  and  if  iw 
bread  proves  damp,  to  have  it  aired  upon  tbeqia'' 
ter  deck,  and  other  convenient  places,  lod  int^ 
of  the  pickle  being  Leaked  out  of  the  flesh  aai 
he  is  to  have  new  pickle  made,  and  put  thenu. 
after  such  casks  are  repaired. 
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20.  Tbe  captain  shall  cause  ihe  parser  to  secure 
the  clotbcG,  beddiog,  and  oilier  ibings,  ofsuch  per- 
sons, as  shall  die,  ot  be  killed,  to  5e  delivered  to 
their  executors,  oi  ad  minis  Ira  iors. 

21.  All  papers,  charter-parlies,  bills  of  lading, 
passports,  and  other  wiiiing^s  whatsoever,  found  on 
Doard  any  ship  or  ships  which  shall  be  taken,  shall 
be  csrefully  preserved  and  tbe  originals  sent  to  the 
court  of  justice  for  maritime  a&irs,  appointed  or 
to  be  appointed  for  judging  concerning  such  prize 
or  prizes ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  wil- 
fully or  negligently  destroy,  or  suffer  to  be  destroy- 
ed, any  such  paper  or  papers,  he  or  they  so  offend- 
ing shall  forfeit  his  or  their  shure  ofsuch  prize  or 
prizes,  and  suffer  such  other  punishment  as  ihey 
shall  be  judged  by  a  court  martial  to  deserve ;  and 
if  any  person  or  persons  shall  embezzle,  or  steal, 
or  take  away,  any  cables,  anchors,  sails,  or  any  of 
the  ship's  furniture,  or  any  of  tbe  powder,  arms, 
ammunition,  or  provisions,  of  any  ship  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  or  of  any  prize  taien'by  a  ship 
or  ships,  aforesaid,  or  maltreat  or  steal  the  effects 
of  any  prisoner,  be  or  they  so  offending  shall  suffer 
such  punishment  as  a  court  martial  shall  order. 

22.  When  in  sighi  of  any  ship,  ships,  or  other 
vessels  of  tbe  enemy,  or  at  tucti  other  times  aa 
may  appear  necessary  to  prepare  for  an  engaee- 
menl,  tbe  captain  shall  order  all  things  in  bis  snip 
in  a  proper  posture  for  figbt^  and  shall,  in  ' 
person,  and  according  to  his  duty,  heart 
encourage  the  inferior  officers  and  men  to  figbt 
courageously,  and  not  behave  themselves  faintly, 
or  cry  for  quarters,  on  pain  of  such  punishment 
as  the  offence  shall  appear  to  deserve  for  his 

23.  Any  captain,  officer,  or  other  person,  who 
shall  not  eiert  himself,  or  who  shall  trasely  desert 
his  duty  or  station  in  the  shipi,  and  run  away  while 
the  enemy  is  in  sight,  or  in  iiroe  of  action,  or  shall 
entice  others  to  do  so,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such 
other  punishment  as  a  court  martial  shall  inflict. 

24.  Any  officer,  seaman,  marine,  or  other  per- 
son, who  shall  disobey  the  orders  of  his  superior, 
or  begin,  excite,  cause,  or  join  in,  any  mutiny,  oi 
sedition,  in  the  ship  to  which  he  belongs,  or  in 
aDV  other  ship  or  vessel  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  shall  suf- 
fer death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  a  court  mar- 
tial shall  [Jirect;  and  further,  any  person  in  any 
ship  or  vessel  belonging  lo  the  service  aforesaid, 
who  sbail  utter  any  words  of  sedition  and  mutiny, 
or  endeavor  to  make  any  mutinous  assembly,  on 
any  pretence  whatsoever,  shall  suffer  such  pun- 
ishment as  a  court  martial  shall  inflict. 

25.  None  shall  presume  to  quarrel  with  or  strike 
bis  superior  officer,  on  pain  of  such  punishment  as 
a  couri  martial  shall  order  to  be  inflicted. 

36.  If  any  person  shall  apprehend  he  has  just 
cause  of  complaint,  he  shall  quietly  and  decently 
make  the  same  known  to  his  superior  officer,  or  to 
the  captain,  as  the  case  may  require,  who  shall 
take  care  that  justice  be  done  him. 

27.  There  shall  be  no  quarrelling  or  fighting  be- 
tween sbipmales  on  board  any  ship  beloDgiiig  to 
the  Uniteo  States,  nor  shall  there  be  used  any  re 
proachful  and  provoking  speeches,  tending  to  makt 


quarrels  Bnddisturbances,on  pain  of  imprisonment, 
or  of  auch  pouishment  as  the  captain,  or  a  court 
martial,  shall  judge  proper  to  in£ict. 

""    If  any  person  shall  sleep  upon  his  watch,  or 
^  _eotiy  perform  the  duty  which  shall  be  en- 
joined him  to  do,  he  shall  suffer  such  punishment 
the  captain  or  a  cunit  martial  shall  inflict. 

29.  All  murder  shall  be  punished  with  death, 

30.  All  robbery  and  theft  not  exceeding  twenty 
dollars,  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  the- 
captain,  and  above  that  sum  as  a  court  martial 
shall  inflict. 

31.  Any  master  of  arms,  or  other  person  of  whont' 
the  like  duty  may  be  required,  refusing  to  receive- 
such  prisoner  or  prisoners,  as  shall  be  committed 
to  bis  charge,  or  having  received  them  shall  suf- 
fer him  or  them  to  escape,  or  dismiss  them  with- 
out orders  from  bis  captain,  the  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  navy,  or  tbe  commander  of  B  squadron, 
for  so  doing,  shall  suffer  in  bis  or  their  stead,  as  a 
court  raailial  shall  order  and  direct. 

32.  The  captains,  officen^  and  others,  shall  use 
their  utmost  endeavors  to  detect,  apprehend,  and 
bring  to  punishment,  all  offenders,  and  shall  at  all 
times  readily  assist  all  officers  and  others  appoint- 
ed for  that  purpose,  in  the  discharge  ot  such  duty, 
when  it  is  required,  on  pain  of  being  proceeded 
against  and  punished  by  a  court  martial  at  discre- 

33.  If  any  officer  whatsoever,  mariner,  marine, 
soldier,  or  other  person,  belongjog  to  any  ship  ot 
vessel  of  war  in  the  service  of  the  Uoited  Sutea, 
shall  give,  hold,  or  entertain  intelligence,  to  or 
with  any  enemy  or  rebel,  without  leave  from  the 
Government,  commander-in-chief,  or  in  case  of  a 
single  ship,  from  his  captain,  every  such  person  so 
offending,  and  being  thereof  convicted  by  the  sen- 
tence of  a  court  martial,  shall  be  punished  with 
death. 

34.  If  aoy  letter  or  message  from  an  eneinjr  ot 
rebel  be  conveyed  to  any  officer,  mariner,  marine, 
or  other  person,  belonging  to  any  ship  or  vessel  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States^  aod  the  person  as 
aforesaid  shall  sot  within  twelve  hours,  having 
opportunity  so  to  do.  acquaint  his  superior  or  com- 
mander-in-chief with  it;  or.  if  any  superior  officer, 
being  acquainted  therewith,  shall  not,  in  conveni- 
ent time,  reveal  the  same  to  the  commander  in 
chief,  commander  of  a  squadron,  or  other  proper 
officer,  appointed  to  take  cognizance  of  such  of- 
fence, every  such  person  so  offending,  and  being 
convicted  thereof,  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  mar- 
tial, shall  be  punished  with  death,  or  such  other 

Sunishment,  as  the  nature  and  degree  of  the  of- 
;nce  shall  deserve,  and  according  to  the  sentence 
of  a  court  martial. 

36.  All  spies,  and  all  persons  whatsoever  who 
shall  come,  or  !«  found,  in  the  nature  of  spies,  to 
bring  or  deliver  any  seducing  letter  ot  message 
from  an  enemy  or  rebel,  or  endeavor  to  corrupt 
any  captain,  officer,  mariner,  marine,  or  other  per- 
son in  the  fleet,  to  betray  bis  trust,  being  convict- 
ed of  any  cuch  offence,  by  the  sentence  of  a  court 
martial,  shall  be  punished  with  death,  or  such  other 
punishment,  as  tne  nature  and  depee  of  the  offence 
shall  deserve,  and  the  court  martial  shall  impote. 
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36.  No  person  in  A  fle«i,  or  in  a  single  ship  or 
vtasel,  shall  supply  an  enemy  or  rebel  with  stores, 
money,  viciuals,  arms,  ammunirioD.  or  any  kind  of 
■tores,  directly  or  indirectly,  upon  pain  of  death, 
OT  such  other  puDishment  as  a.  court  martial  shall 
think  fit  to  impose.  Bn<f  as  the  nature  and  degree 
of  the  crime  shall  deserve. 

37.  Every  person  in  or  belonging  to  any  ship 
oi  Teasel  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales,  who 
atukll  desert  or  run  away  with  any  vessel  or  boat, 
lo  the  enemy  or  otherwise,  or  with  anj  effects  of 
the  United  States,  whatsoever,  or  yield  up  the 
Mme  cowardly  or  treacherously,  shall  suffer  death, 
or  such  other  punishmeat  as  a  court  martial  shall 
inflict. 

38.  The  officers  and  seamen,  Ac.  of  all  ships 
Appointed  for  convoy  and  guard  of  merchantmen, 
shall  diligently  attend  upon  that  charge  without 
delay,  according  to  their  instnictioos,  and  whoso- 
OTBT  shall  be  fauliv  therein,  shall  be  punished  as  a 
court  martial  shall  direct. 

39.  If  any  captain,  commander  or  other  officer 
of  any  ship  or  vessel  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  shall  receive  or  permit  on  board  his  vessel 
any  goods  or  meTchandise,  other  than  for  the  sole 
use  of  his  vessel,  except  gold,  silver,  or  jewels,  and 
except  the  roods  and  merchandise  of  vessels  which 
may  oe  in  aistrfsa  or  shipwrecked,  or  in  imminent 
danger  of  being  shipwrecked,  in  order  to  preserve 
them  for  the  proper  owner,  without  legal  orders 
from  the  Naval  DepartnieDt.  every  person  so  of- 
fending being  convicted  thereof,  by  the  sentence 
of  a  court  martial,  shall  be  cashiered,  and  be  for- 
ev^  afterwards  rendered  incapable  to  serve  in  any 
place  or  office  in  the  navy  service  of  the  United 
Butes. 

40.  There  shall  be  no  wasteful  expense  of  any 
powder,  shot,  ammunition,  or  other  stores,  in  the 
Tessels  nelooging  to  the  United  Stales,  nor  any 
Mnbezzlement  thereof  but  the  stores  and  provi- 
■ioat  ahall  be  carefully  preserved,  upon  pain  of 
«ch  puoishmem  to  be  inflicted  upon  the  offend- 
«n,  anettora,  buyers,  and  receivers,  as  shall  be  by  a 
eourt  maitiaE  found  just  in  that  behalf. 

41.  Every  person  in  the  Navy  who  shall  unlaw- 
Ailly  bum  or  set  fire  to  any  kind  of  public  prop- 
erty, not  then  appertaining  to  an  enemy,  pirate, 
DT  rebel,  being  convicted  of  any  such  onence,  by 
the  sentence  of  a  court  martial,  shell  sufier  death. 

42.  Care  shall  be  laken  in  steering  and  con- 
ducting every  ship  belonging  to  (be  United  States, 
to  that  through  wilfulness,  negligence,  or  other 
defaults,  no  ship  he  stranded  or  hazarded,  upon 
pain  that  such  as  shall  be  fnund  guilty  therein,  be 
imnished  as  the  offence,  by  a  court  martial,  shall 
be  judged  to  deserve. 

43.  Every  officer  or  other  person  in  the  Navy 
who  shall  Knowingly  make  or  sign  a  false  mus- 
ter, or  procure  the  making  or  signing  thereof,  oi 
riult  aid  or  abet  in  the  same,  shall  be  cashiered 
■Bd  rendered  incapable  of  further  employment  in 
the  narr  service  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
forfeit  all  the  pay  and  subsistcnae  money  due  to 
him. 

*4.  Every  person  guilty  of  mutiny,  desertion,  or 
diM>bedience  to  his  superior  officer  on  shore,  acting 


in  the  proper  line  of  his  duty,  shall  be  tried  by  a 
court  martial,  and  suffer  the  like  punishmmt  for 
every  such  offence,  as  if  the  same  had  been  com- 
mitted at  sea,  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel  of  vrar 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

45.  If  any  person,  belonging  to  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel of  war  in  the  service  of  the  United  StiKs, 
shall,  when  on  shore,  on  duty,  or  otherwise,  [Jun- 
tler,  abuse,  or  maltreat  any  inhabitant,  or   injnre 


46.  All  faults,  disorders,  and  misdemeanors, 
which  shall  be  commitied  on  board  any  ship  be- 
longing to  tbe  United  Stales,  and  which  are  not 
herein  mentioned,  shall  be  punished  according  to 
the  laws  and  customs  in  such  cases  at  sea. 

47.  No  court  martial,  to  be  held  or  appointed  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  shall  consist  of  more  than  thir- 
teen, nor  less  than  five  persons,  to  be  composed  of 
such  commanders  of  squadrons,  captains,  and  sea 
lieutenants,  as  are  then  and  there  present,  and 
as  are  next  in  seniority  to  the  officer  who  presides ; 
but  no  lieutenant  shall  sit  on  a  court  martial  held 
on  a  captain,  or  a  junior  lieutenant  on  that  of  a 

4B.  Every  member  of  a  court  martial  shall  take 
the  following  oath  :  ''  I,  A.  B.,  do  swear  thai  I  will 
well  and  truly  try  and  impartially  determine  the 
cBUseoftheprisonernowto  be  tried,  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States.  So  help  me 
God."    Which  oath  shall  be  administered  by  the 

C resident  to  the  other  members,  and  the  president 
imself  shall  be  sworn  by  the  officer  next  in  rank ; 
and  as  soon  as  the  above  oath  shall  have  been  ad- 
ministered, the  president  of  the  court  is  required 
to  administer  to  the  judge  advocate,  or  peraon  of- 
ficialine  as  such,  an  oath  in  the  following  words : 
"  I,  A.  B.,  do  swear  that  I  will  not.  upon  any  ac- 
count, at  any  time  whatsoever,  disclose  ra- discover 
the  vote  or  opinion  of  any  particular  member  of 
this  court  martial,  unless  thereto  required  bytn 
act  of  Congress,  So  help  me  God."  And  all  wit- 
nesses, before  they  be  admitted  to  give  evidence, 
shall  take  tbe  following  oath :  *"  I,  A.  B.,  do  swear 
that  the  evidence  1  shall  give  in  ihe  caose  now 
in  hearing,  shall  be  the  train,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  troth.    So  help  me  Ood." 

49.  The  sentence  of  a  court  martial  for  any 
capital  offence  shall  not  be  put  in  execntitm  until 
it  be  confirmed  by  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
fleet.  And  it  shall  be  tbe  duty  of  the  president  of 
every  court  martial  to  transmit  lo  the  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  fleet,  and  to  the  head  of  the  Navy 
Department,  every  sentence  which  shall  be  given, 
with  a  summary  of  the  evidence  and  proceediags 
thereon,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

50.  The  commander-in-chiefof  the  fleet,  for  the 
time  being,  shall  have  power  to  pardon  and  remit 
any  sentence  of  death,  in  conseqnence  of  any  of 
the  aforementioned  articles. 

Sec  2.  And  it  is  hereby  further  enacUd.  That  if 
any  person  in  the  navy  service,  being  called  upon  to 
give  evidence  at  any  court  martial,  shall  refuse  to 
^ive  his  evidence  upon  oath,  or  shall  prevaricate 
in  his  evidence,  or  behave  with  contempt  lo  the 
court,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  aoch  court 
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mutial  to  punisb  such  offender  by  imprisonment, 
lithe  discretion  of  the  court;  such  imprisonment, 
in  DO  case,  lo  continue  longer  than  thiee  motitbii ; 
and  that  all  and  every  person  and  persons,  who 
shaJt  commit  any  wilful  perjury  in  any  evidence 
or  exaibinatioD  npon  oath  at  such  court  mariial, 
who  shall  corruptly  procure  or  suborn  any  person 
to  commit  such  wilful  perjury,  shall  and  may  be 

Srosecuied  in  any  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
tates,  by  indictment  or  information.  And  ail 
and  every  person,  lawfully  convicted  upon  any 
such  indictment  or  information,  shall  be  punished 
with  such  pains  and  penalties  as  are  inmcted  for 
Ihe  like  ofiences  by  (he  laws  therein  provided. 

Sec.  3.  And  it  i*  hereby  further  enacted  In/ 
the  autfuirity  aforeaaid,  That  in  all  cases  where 
the  crews  of  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United 
Slates  shall  be  separated  from  their  vessels,  hy  the 
latter  being  wrecked,  lost,  or  destroyed,  all  (he 
command,  power,  and  authority,  given  lo  the  offi- 
cers of  such  ships  or  vessels,  shall  remain  and  be 
in  full  force  as  eflectuaily  as  jf  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel was  not  so  wrecked,  lost,  or  destroyed,  until 
they  shall  be  regularly  discharged  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Slates,  or  removed  into  some 
other  of  its  said  ships,  or  until  a  court  mariial  shall 
beheld  to  inquire  mto  snch  loss  of  the  said  ship  or 
vessel  ;  and  if,  upon  inquiry,  it  shall  appear  by 
the  sentence  of  the  court  martial,  that  ail  or  any 
of  the  officers,  seamen,  marines,  and  others,  of  the 
said  ship  or  vessel,  did  their  utmost  to  preserve, 
get  off,  or  recover,  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  and, 
after  the  loss  thereof,  did  behave  themselves  obe- 
dienily  to  tbeir  superior  officers,  according  to  the 
discipline  of  the  Navy,  and  the  said  articles  and 
Jrders  hereinbefore  established;  then  all  the  pay 
ind  wages  of  the  said  officers  and  seamen,  or  sucn 
>f  them  as  shall  have  done  their  duty  as  aforesaid, 
hall  continue  and  go  on,  and  be  paid  to  the  time 
if  tbeir  di.icharge  or  death;  and  every  such  offi- 
er  or  seaman,  who,  after  the  wreck  or  loss  of  his 
aid  ship  or  vessel,  shall  act  contrary  to  the  disci- 
■line  of  the  Navy,  or  the  articles  herein  before 
Atablished,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  sentenced  hy 
he  said  court  martial,  and  be  punished,  as  if  the 
hip  to  which  he  did  belong  was  not  so  wrecked 
r  destroyed. 
Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  all  the 
ay  and  ivages  of  such  officers  and  seamen  of  any 
r  the  xhips  of  the  United  States  as  are  taken  by 
le  enemy,  and,  upon  inquiry  at  a  court  martial, 
mil  appear  by  the  sentence  of  the  said  court  to 
we  done  their  utmost  to  defend  the  ship  or 
lips,  and,  since  the  taking  thereof,  lo  have  be- 
ived  themselves  obediently  to  their  superior  off- 
ers, according  to  the  discipline  of  the  Navy,  and 
e  said  articles  and  orders,  hereinbefore  esiab- 
hed.  shall  continue  and  go  on  as  aforesaid,  until 
ey  be  exchanged  and  discharged,  or  until  they 
all  die,  -whichever  may  &rsl  happen:  Provided 
mays,  That  persons  flying  from  justice  shall  be 
ed  and  punished  for  so  doing. 
Bec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurlher  enacted,  That  all 
ptored  national  ships  or  venseb  of  war  shall  be 
■  property  of  the  United  Sraies;  all  other  ships 
vessels,    Delng  of  superior  force  to  the  vessel 


making  the  capture,  in  men  or  in  guns,  shall  b« 
the  sole  property  of  the  captors  ;  and  all  ships  or 
vessels  of  inferior  force  shall  be  divided  equally 
between  the  United  Slates  and  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  vessels  making  the  capture. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the 
produce  of  prizes  taken  by  the  ships  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  bounty  for  taking  the  ships  of  the  ene- 
my, be  proportioned  and  distributed  in  the  man- 
ner following, to  wit: 

1.  To  the  captain,  actually  on  board  at  the  time 
of  taking  any  prize,'beiog  other  than  a  public  or 
national  vessel,  or  ship  ofwar.ihiee-twenlietluof 
that  proportion  of  the  proceeds  belonging  to  the 

2.  If  such  captain  or  captains  be  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  a  commander-in-chief,  or 
commaitder  of  a  squadron,  having  a  captain  on 
board,  such  commander-in-chief,  or  commander  of 
a  squadron,  to  have  one  of  the  said  twentieth 
parts,  and  the  captains  taking  the  prize,  the  other 
two- twentieth  parts. 

3.  To  the  sea  lieutenants  and  sailing  master, 
two- twentieths. 

4.  To  marine  officers,  the  surgeon,  purser,  boat- 
swain, gunner,  carpenter,  master's  mate,  and  chap- 
lain, two- twentieths. 

5.  To  midshipmen,  surgeon's  mates,  caplain's 
clerk,  clergyman  or  schoolmaster,  boatswain's 
mates,  gunner's  mates,  carpenter's  males,  ship's 
steward,  sailmaker,  master  at  arn:^  armtwer,  and 
cockswain,  three-twenlieths. 

6.  Gunner's  yeoman,  boatswain's  yeoman,quar> 
lermasten,  quarter  gunners,  cooper,  sailmaker's 
mates,  sergeant  of  marines,  corporal  of  marines, 
drummer  and  flfer,  and  extra  petty  officers,  three- 
iwentieths. 

7.  To  Keamen.  ordinary  seamen,  marines,  and 
boys,  seven- twentieths. 

8.  Any  officer  on  board,  havinz  more  posts  than 
one,  ix  only  entitled  tn  the  share  Detonging  to  hia 
superior  office,  according  lo  the  regulations  afore- 

9.  Whenever  one  or  more  ships  of  the  United 
States  are  in  sight,  at  the  time  of  any  one  or  more 
other  ships  as  aforesaid  are  taking  a  prize  or  prizes. 
or  being  engaged  with  an  enemy,  and  they  shall 
all  be  so  in  sight,  when  the  enemy  shall  strike  or 
surrender,  they  shall  share  equally,  according  to 
the  number  of  guns  and  men  on  board  of  each 
ship  so  in  sight ;  but  no  privateer  or  armed  ship, 
being  in  sight  of  a  national  ship  of  war,  ai  the 
taking  of  any  prize,  shall  be  enlitted  to  any  share 
in  such  prixe  or  prizes. 

10.  Commanders  of  ships  of  war  taking  any 
orize,  are  to  transmit,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  the 
Naval  Department,  a  irue  list  of  tne  officers  and 
men  actually  on  board  at  the  taking  of  such  prize, 
inserting  therein  the  quality  of  every  person's  ra- 
ting i  and  the  Department  aforesaid  is  lo  examine 
thesaid  list  by  the  ship's  muster  book,  to  see  their 
agreement,  and  is  to  grant  certificates  of  the  truth 
of  such  list  transmitted,  in  order  that  the  agents 
appointed  by  the  captors,  make  payment  oT  the 
shares,  agreeably  to  ttiis  act. 

11.  In  order  to  define  the  rights  and  privil^;es 
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of  commanders-in-chief,  commanders  of  ^uad- 
rons,  and  capuins,  in  relatioo  to  captures:  No 
eommacder-in -chief,  orcommaDder  of  a  squadron, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receire  any  share  of  prices 
(aken  by  the  ships-of-war  of  the  United  States  thai 
are  not  pat  under  his  immediate  command,  nor  of 
such  prizes  as  may  have  been  taken  previous  to 
such  ship's  being  placed  under  his  command,  and 
an  tit  ibev  bare  acted  under  his  immediate  orders  ; 
nor  shall  a  commander-in-chief,  or  commander 
of  a  squadron,  returning  home  from  any  station 
where  he  bad  the  command,  have  any  share  in 

Kizes  taken  by  ships  left  on  such  station,  after 
:  has  got  out  of  the  limits  of  bis  said  command. 

12.  Gkptains,  fsailing  especially  under  orders 
from  the  Navy  Department,  are  clearly  to  be  un- 
derstood u  acting  separately  from  any  superior 

13.  The  bounty  given  by  the  United  Slates,  on 
any  national  ahip-of-war,  taken  from  the  enemy 
ana  brought  into  port,  shall  be  for  every  cannon 
mounted,  carrying  a  ball  of  tweaty-fout  pounds, 
or  upward,  two  hundred  dollars :  For  every  can- 
non carrying  a  ball  of  eighteen  pounds,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars ;  for  every  cannon,  carrying 
a  ball  of  twelve  pounds,  one  hundred  dollars ;  and 
for  every  cannon,  earrymg  a  ball  of  nine  pounds, 
sevenly-five  dollars ;  for  every  smaller  cannon, 
Sfty  dollars ;  and  for  every  officer  and  man  taken 
on  board,  forty  dollars;  which  sums 'are  to  be  di- 
vided agreeably  to  the  foregoing  articles. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That,  for  the 
ships  or  good*  belongin|^  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States^  or  to  the  ciiizens  or  subjects  of  any 
nation,  in  amity  with  the  United  States,  if  retaken 
from  the  eneruy  within  twenty-four  hours,  the 
owners  are  to  aHow  oue-eighth  part  of  the  whole 
value  for  salvage,  if  after  twenty-four  hours,  ai  ' 
under  forty-eight,  one-fifth  thereof  if  above  thb., 
and  under  oinety-sii  hours,  oDe-tfaied  part  thereof, 
and  if  above  that,  one-half;  all  of  which  is  lo  be 
paid,  without  any  deduction  whatsoever,  agreeably 
to  the  articles  hereinbefore  mentioned. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  fisher  enacted^  That  every 
officer,  seaman,  or  marine,  disabled  in  the  line  of 
his  duty,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for  hi 
life,  and  the  life  of  his  wife,  if  a  married  ii_. 
the  time  of  receiving  the  wound,  one-half  his 
monthly  pay. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  all  the 
money  accruing,  or  which  has  already  accrued, 
from  the  sale  of  prizes,  shall  be  and  remain  for- 
ever a  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  half-pay  to  the 
officers  and  seamen  who  may  be  entitled  to  ti 
the  same;  and,  if  the  said  fund  shall  be  ii 
cieni  for  tbis  purpose,  the  public  faith  is  hereby 
pledged  to  make  up  the  deficiency :  But,  if  it 
should  be  more  than  sufficient,  the.surplus  shall  be 
applied  as  Congress  may  hereafter  direct  by  law, 
to  the  making  of  further  provision  for  the  comfort 
of  the  disabled  officers,  seamen,  and  marioes,  and 
for  such  as  may  not  be  disabled,  who  may  merit 
by  Iheir  bravery,  or  their  long  and  faithful  servi- 
ces, the  gratilude  of  their  country. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  ii  Jwiher  enacUd,  That  the 
said  fund  shall  be  under  the  management  and 


direction  of  the  Secretary  of  theNavy,tlKS«ie- 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Secretary  of  War, 
for  the  time  being,  who  are  hereby  aaiaorizel Id 
receive  all  such  sums  as  the  United  Stitn  ntybt 
entitled  to,  for  the  sale  of  prizes,  and  to  imen  lb 
same,  and  the  interest  arising  therefrom,  issticli 
of  the  six  per  cent,  or  other  slock  of  the  Uaild 
States,  as  a  majority  of  Ihero  from  time  to  iat 
shall  determine  to  be  most  adraatageousi  ud  ii 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  comniissiaDets  loU} 
■  "  e  Coneress,  every  year,  in  Ibe  first  wdi  i 
annual  meeting,  a  minute  and  correcl  s»B- 
meot  of  their  proceedings,  in  relation  lo  the  aur 
agement  of  said  fund. 

Sec.  11.  Aitd  be  itjurther  enacted.  Thai  no  [ida 
regulations  made   by  any  commaDdei-in-ebiel, 

'  captain,  in  the  service  of  the  United  Sui«,f« 
ihe  stationing,  designating  of  duty,  and  fuTMit- 
ment  of  the  fleet,  or  any  of  the  crews  otany  ship- 
of-war,  shall' be  at  variance  with  this  act.  buis^l 
be  alrictly  conformable  thereto;  and  liat  tiof 
commander-in-chief  and  captain,  in  maklDgpn- 
vate  rules  and  regulations,  and  designaiuii  6t 
duty  of  his  officers,  shall  keep  in  view  »1m  ibt 
custom  and  usage  of  the  sea  service  mostcomoiot 
to  our  nation. 

Approved,  March  2, 1799. 


An  Act  making  appropTistiona  far  th«  nipport  of  Co<- 
emingat,  for  the  yti  one  thouaand  sotcb  kiuiitJ 
and  nine^-nins. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That,  for  the  eipeadiiorrof 
the  Civil  List,  including  the  contir^eoi  eiptDe 
of  the  several  departments  and  officers;  iatt- 
fiayini;  the  compensalions  of  clerks  in  the.t'a'' 
loan  offices,  and  for  books  and  stationfry  fm  ^ 
same;  for  the  payment  of  annuities  indfrut: 
for  the  support  of  the  Mint  EslablisluDeiii;^' 
the  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  bao|[i.  u' 
public  piers ;  for  Ihe  contingent  ezpensei  ot'  (k'- 
ernment ;  for  establishing  and  mainuinin^inil'i! 
houses  with  the  Indians,  and  for  taiiiryin;  ''I' 
tain  miscellaneous  claims  and  espenseLiwl^ 
lowing  sums  be,  respective]y,approptisleiiiu<>i 


'^'y-, 


ir  the 


iyltwic 


thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  meinber:  r 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Represenlali'H.  itt' 
officers  and  attendants,  estimated  forans^oC' 
six  months' continuance,  one  hundred  isiiiux' 
thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  doliin- 

For  the  expense  of  fire-wood,  staiionerf.  p"*^' 
ing  work,  ana  all  other  contingent  expense '^p' 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  tiiirteen  tuousud  '''' 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  compensations  granted  byU>ic^ 
chief  justice,  associate  judges,  district  inill'^i^ 
attorney  general,  district  attorneys,  and  au^' 
forty-seven  thousand  three  hundrea  dt^rs.      . 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  clerb  of  co- 
jurors, and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  thefunJssP^! 
from  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties;  and litf'' 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  prosecotiDii  I* 
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fencu  agaiost  ibe  UDited  States,  and  foi  aafe- 
keepiug  of  prisoners,  thirty  thousaod  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
^ory,  clerks,  and  persoasi  employed  in  his  office, 
eleven  thoutiand  aod  fifty  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  ptiniiiig,  traDslatiDg 
of  foreign  languages,  allowance  to  persons  em- 
played  ID  receiving  and  transmitting  passports  and 
sea-letters,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  comDensatioD  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  bis 
office,  twelve  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  priatiiig,  and  all 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  ComptroUei's 
office,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  bis  office, 
eleven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all 
other  coDliDgent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Au- 
ditor, serea  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

npensation  to  the  Treasurer,  clerks,  and 


hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  fire-wood,  stationery,  printing, 
rent,  and  all  other  contingencies  in  the  Treasurer's 
office,  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  inhis  office, 
six  thousand  one  hundred  and  Iwenty-Gve  doUars. 
For  expenseof  stationery,  printing,  and  all  other 
contingent  expenses  in  ibe  office  of  the  Commis' 
sioner  of  the  Revenue,  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  conspensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
sixteen  thousand  and  twenty-nve  dollars. 

For  expose  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  Register's  office, 
(including-  Iwoks  for  the  public  stocks  and  for  the 
arrangement  of  the  marine  papers,)  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Purveyor  of  Public 
Supplies,  two  thousaod  dollars;  and  five  hundred 
dollars  for  a  clerk. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
misaioners  of  the  Sinking  Fond,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  rent  for  the  several  houses 
employed  in  the  Treasury  Department,  (except 
the  Treasurer's  office,)  two  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  thirty  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents. 

For  the  expense  of  fire- wood  and  candles  in  the 
seTeral  offices  of  the  Treasury  Department,  (e 
cepi  the  Treasurer's  office,)  three  thousand  fi' 
hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  incident  to  the  stating 
and  printing  the  public  accounts  for  the  year  one 
ihousBod  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  (in- 
;IucIiDg  an  increase  of  two  hundred  dollars,  in 
joDsequence  of  an  extension  of  the  revenue  and 
ixpeodi lures,)  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 
For  defraying  the  expense  incident  to  the  remo- 
ral  of  the  books  and  records  of  the  Treasury  De- 
lartment,  from  Philadelphia  to  Trenton,  duriog 
jmrt  of  the  Summer  of  the  year  one  thousand 


m  hundred  and  ninety -eight,  including  the  ex- 
expenses  of  the  sevenu  officers,  clerks,  and 
uicssensers.  in  each  office,  four  thousand  four 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensations  to  the  several  loan  officers, 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  expense  incident  to  the  removal  of  the 
Loan  office  of  Pennsylvania,  from  Philadelphia, 
during  part  of  the  Summer  of  the  year  one  tltou-  - 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  including 
xtra  expenses  of  the  clerks  in  the  said  office^ 
one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars  and  seven- 
ty cents. 

For  compensations  to  the  clerks  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  Loans,  and  an  allowance  to  certain 
loan  officers,  in  lieu  of  clerk  hire,  and  to  defray 
the  authorized  expenses  of  the  several  loan  om- 
cers,  thirteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  that  department 
eleven  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  in  the 
said  department,  eight  tbousand  five  hundred  dot- 

For  the  expense  incident  to  the  remoral  of  the 
Department  of  Stale,  from  Philadelphia  to  Tren- 
ton, during  part  of  the  Summer  of  tUe  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  includ- 
ing the  extra  expenses  of  the  Secretary  for  the 
department,  the  clerks,  and  messengers  therein, 
four  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars  and  thirty-five 

For  compensations  to  the  following  officers  of 
the  Mint :  The  director,  two  ihou^and  dollars ;  the 
treasurer,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  ;  the 
assayer,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  the 
chief  coiner,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 
the  melter  and  refiner,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  ;  the  engraver,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars ;  one  clerk,  at  seven  hundred  dollars  ;  and 
two  at  five  hundred  dollars  each,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  wages  of  persons  employed  at  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  melting,  refining,  coining,  car- 
penters', millwrights',  and  smiths'  work,  including 
the  sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  al- 
lowed to  an  assistant  coiner  and  oie-forger,  who 
also  overseestbeexecutionof  the  iron-work,  seven 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  ironmongery,  lead,  wood, 
coals,  stationery,  office  furniture,  and  for  all  other 
contingencies  of  [he  establishment  of  the  Mint, 
six  tbousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secreta^  of  War, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  eleren 
ihonaand  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expense  of  6re-wood,  stationery,  printing, 
rent,  and  other  cooiintcent  expenses,  in  the  office 
of  the  Secreiary  of  War,  two  thousaod  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
War  D«iaTtment  clerks,  and  persons  employed 
in  his  office,  ten  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fiftf 

For  contingent  expenses  in  thence  of  the  Ac- 
countant of  the  War  Department,  one  thoaaand 
dollars. 
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For  the  expeose  incident  (o  the  removal  of  the 
War  Department,  from  Philadelphia  to  Trenton, 
during  part  of  the  Summer  o(  the  year  one  ihou- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eieht,  including 
the  eilra  expenses  of  the  Secretary  tor  the  depart- 
ment, the  Accounlant,  clerks,  and  meaaeogers,  in 
each  office,  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  twen- 
t]r-iwo  dollars  and  forty -three  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
derks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  nine 
thousand  and  fifty-five  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  fire-wood,  stationery,  print- 
ing, reot,  andall  other  contingencies,  in  the  office 
ofthe  Secretary  of  ihe  Nary,  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fiiiy  dollars. 

For  expense  of  removing  the  Department  of  the 
Navy,  from  Philadelphia  to  Trenton,  daring  part 
of  the  Summer  of  the  year  one  ihouMind  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-eight,  including  the  extra  ex- 
penses of  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  offices 
of  the  Secretary  and  Accountant  for  the  Depart- 
ment, four  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  and 
forty-eight  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accouuiant  of  the 
Navy,  clerks  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
Dine  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  o?  the  Navy,  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  comjiensatioD  to  the  keeper  of  the  Navy 
■tore,  and  his  assistant ;  laborers  employed  in  the 
store,  porterage,  and  store  rent,  three  thousand 
ei{^t  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  assistant  surveyors, 
chain -carriers,  axe-men,  and  other  persons  em- 
ployed, stationery,  and  other  contingent  expeoaes, 
in  the  Surveyor  General's  department  (in  addition 
to  former  appropriations)  nine  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Secretary, 
and  Judges,  of  the  Territory  Noithwest  of  the 
Ohio,  five  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  printing  patents  for 
Itnd,  office  rent,  and  other  contingent  expenses, ' 
the  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollai 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor  of  the  Mi 
aissippi  Territory,  and  for  discharging  the  duti 
of  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  during  pari  of 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  one  thousand  tbiee  hundred  and  two  dollar: 
and  nineteen  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Mis- 
■issippi  Territoryj  and  for  discharging  the  duties 
of  Secretary  darmr  part  of  the  year  one  thou- 
Mud  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight  dollars  and  thirty-three 


Bissippi  Terrilorr,  during  part  of  the  year 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  and 
thirty-six  cents. 

For  compensntion  to  the  Governor,  Secretary, 
and  Judges,  ol  the  Mississippi  Territory,  for  the 


year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Dioefr- 
oine,  five  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifly  dolhra. 

For  the  expenses  of  stationery,  office  reiil,pfiiit- 
..ig  patents  for  land,  and  other  continjjenr  pi- 
penses  of  the  Government  of  the  Mississippi  Te> 
ritory  (including  eight  months  of  the  jnr  oiie 
thousand  eieht  hundred  and  nineiy-eighi)  fire 
hundred  and  eighty  three  dollars  and  ihmy-iliree 

nts. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miseellaneoos  de- 
mands asainst  the  United  States,  on  ucdudi  of 
the  civildqiartmenti  not  otherwise  protided  for, 
as  shall  have  been  admitted  in  due  course  of  set- 
tlement at  the  Treasury,  and  which  are  of  a  na- 
ture, according  to  the  usage  thereof,  lo  require 
payment  in  specie,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  panted  by 
the  late  government,  nine  hundred  and  fifiy-thtee 
dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 

For  the  annual  alio  jvance  to  the  widow  sad 
orphan  children  of  Colonel  John  HardinB,  ind  to 
the  orphan  children  of  Major  Alexander  TtuemaB. 
by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  twenty -seventh  of 
February,  one  thousand  seven  hnndredand  nmsiy- 
three,  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  doUafJ. 

For  the  maintenance  and  support  oflight-hons- 
es,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  and  sttkeage 
of  channels,  bars,  and  shoals,  and  for  occasimw 
improvement  in  the  consiruclion  of  lanterps-uid 
lamps,  and  materials  used  in  them,  including  in 
allowance  forthe  increased  number  of  jight-honso, 
forty-four  thousand  two  hundred  and  eightj-one 
dollars  aud  eight  cents. 

For  defraying  the  contingent  expenses  ol  at 
Government,  (the  amount  of  former  appropni- 
tioDB  unexpended  being  carried  to  the  credit  of 
Ihe  surplus  fund.)  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  md- 
ing-houses  with  the  Indians,  (the  balance  uiiei- 
peoded  of  a  former  appropriation  being  cam"  "J 
the  credit  of  the  snrplus  fund,)  one  hundred  and 
ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellioeoaj  de- 
mands against  the  United  States,  not  otntrwise 
provided  for,  as  shall  have  been  admitted  m  a  due 
course  of  settlement  at  the  Treasury,  md  viin 
are  of  a  nature,  according  to  the  usage  iherwf.  to 
require  payment  in  specie,  four  thousand  dollsrs. 

For  compensation  lo  the  Postmaster  GenctiL 
Assistant  Postmaster  General,  clerks,  and  peisoM 
employed  in  the  Postmaster  General's  office, eigW 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.        , 

For  expense  of  fire-wood,  stationery,  F""'"!' 
rent,  and  other  contingent  expenses,  in  the  office 
of  the  Postmaster  General  two  thousand  dolUn. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted,  Thii  t« 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,mllM 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  fund  of  six  bnndtfd 
thousand  dollars  reserved  by  the  act  ■'  making 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  Sutes,  '^ 
gether  with  so  much  as  may  be  necessary  of  iM 
proceeds  of  the  duties  on  imports,  and  the  lonna^ 
of  ships  and  vessels,  and  the  duties  on  domesne 
distilled  spirits  and  stills,  which  shall  8001061)0111 
the  close  cf  the  present  year. 

Approved,  March  2,  1799. 
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Ad  Act 

Bt  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  tbe  proprietor  or  pos- 
wssoT  of  aof  distillery  situated  m  any  place  olbei 
than  a  cil]r,  town,  or  village,  and  employed  solelf 
in  the  disiillatioD  of  geneva,  where  such  proprie- 
tor or  possessor  shall  etnploy  in  such  distillery  any 
one  still  whose  capacity  shall  exceed  eight  huD- 
dred  e:alloDs.  from  materials  the  growth  or  pro- 
duce of  the  United  States,  may,  at  his  or  her  op- 
tion, be  charged  with  and  pay  duty  on  the  quan- 
tity of  spirits  thereat  distilled,  at  the  same  rates, 
according  to  the  proof  thereof,  as  are  uow  chai^e- 
aUe  on  such  spirits  distilled  in  cities,  towns,  and 
Tillages,  subject  to  the  same  regulations,  provis- 
ions, penalties,  and  forfeitures,  as  are  established 
for  securioK  and  collecting  the  duties  on  other  do- 
mestic distilled  spirits. 

Approved,  March  8,  1799, 

An  Act  lo  regnlala  the  Medjcd  EslaUiduiieiil. 

Be  it  enaettd,  fe.^  That,  in  the  Medical  Estab- 

lishmeot  ot  the  United  Slates,  there  shall  be  the 


of  all  militBry  hospitals,  and  generally  of  all  med- 
ical and  chirurgical  practice  or  service  coneemios 
the  Army  or  Nary  of  the  United  Btatei,  and  of  all 
persons  who  shall  be  employed  in  and  about  the 
same,  in  campa,  garrisons,  and  hospitals.  An 
apothecary  general  and  one  or  more  deputies,  who 
shall  be  charged  with  the  safe-keeping  and  de- 
lirery  of  all  medicines,  instruments,  dressings,  and 
other  articles,  for  tbe  use  of  the  hospital  andarmy. 
A  purveyor,  who  shall  be  charged  with  providing 
■nedtcinea,  stores,  and  whatsoever  else  may  be  ne- 
cessary in  relation  to  the  said  practice  or  service. 
A  competent  number  of  hospital  saiveons,  who 
shall  be  liaible  to  serve  in  the  field^  and  who  shall 
have  the  immediate  charge  and  direction  ofsach 
military  hospitals  as  may  be  committed  to  their 
care  respectively.  A  suitable  number  of  hospital 
mates,  who  are  to  observe  the  directions  of  the 
hospital  surgeons,  and  shall  diligently  perform  all 
reasonable  doiies  required  of  them  for  the  recovery 
of  the  aick  and  wounded. 

Szc.  2.  And  be  itfurlAer  enaOed,  That  each 
military  hospital  shall  have  a  steward,  with  a  com- 
petent nmiiDer  of  curses  and  other  attendantsi 
which  aleward  shall  be  charged  with  the  procur- 
ing of  such  supplies  as  may  not  otherwise  be  fur- 
liahed,  and  with  the  safe-Ki 
ill  supplies. 

Sec.  3.  Andbe  itfurtter  enacted.  That  the  said 
ihysician  general,  hospital  surgeons, purveyor,and 
ipothecary,  and  apothecary's  deputy  or  deputies, 
ball  be  appointed  as  other  officers  of  the  United 
itates  ;  ihat  the  said  males  and  stewards  shall  be 
LDpoiDtsii  by  the  auihori^  aitd  at  the  direction 
f  th«  said  pay  si  eian-general.  subject  to  theevent- 
al  approbation  and  coalral  of  the  Preaidmt  of  the 
Tnitvd  Sutca,  and  shall  be  removaMc  by  tha  au- 
tority  of  tbe  said  physician  general;  ana  thai  the 
irgeoD  of  each  hospital  shall  appoint,  em[doy  and 
z  the  compensations  of  the  nurses  and  other  at- 
odaDta  of  such  hospital,  s«bjeai  Is  the  cnotrol  of  < 


the  said  physician  general,  or  tha  hospital  mrgeon 
of  senior  appoinltsent,  with  a  separate  army,  or  in 
a  separate  district. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itfiaHur  enacied,  That,  as  ofteo 
as  the  regimental  sick  will  not  saffer  by  the  ei 


ploying  of  regimental  surgeons 
temporary  or  other  hospitals  of  l) 


a  the 


]  the  safe-keepiDg  and  issuing  of 


..._^.  .  ^  ..  ,     the  United  States^ 

the  physician  general,  or  the  hospital  surgeon  of 
senior  appointment  with  a  separate  amy,  or  in  a 
separate,  district  with  the  consent  of  the  general 
and  commander-in-chief,  or  the  officer  command- 
ing a  separate  army,  may  require  the  altendanee 
of  such  surgeons  or  suiveons'  mates,  as  in  his 
opinion  can  be  with  safety  so  withdrawn  from 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  tbe  physician  general,  with  two  or 
more  hospital  surgeons,  to  frame  a  system  of  direc- 
tions rdative  to  (he  description  of  patients  to  be 
admitted  into  the  hospitals ;  to  the  means  of  pro- 
motioE  cteanlidess  in  the  hospitals ;  lo  the  preven- 
tion ofidleness,  skulkitig,  and  gBmbliog,  in  tne  ho»- 
pitale;  to  (he  prevention  of  the  spread!  of  infee- 
tious  distetnpers  in  (he  camps  and  hospitals,  and 
the  goverament  of  nurses,  and  all  others  eharg«d 
with  the  care  of  the  sick  in  camps  or  hospitals, 
subject  in  the  first  instance  to  the  apjHiihation  ana 
revision  of  the  commander-in-enief,  tbe  com- 
mander of  a  separate  army,  or  in  a  separate  disnict, 
as  tbe  case  may  be,  and  eventually  to  the  appro- 
batioD  and  control  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States:  Provided^  aiwiya,  That  the  said  diree- 
tions  harios  received  the  saneiion  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, or  the  commander  of  a  separate 
army,  shall  he  operative  and  remain  in  full  force,  ' 
noleis  altered  or  annulled  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States, 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
compensations  of  (he  said  several  officers  shall  be 
a*  fiJlowE :  Of  the  phytacion  general,  one  hundred 
dollars  pay  per  month,  and  fiiiy  dollars  per  month, 
which  shall  be  in  full  compenMtion  for  forage, 
raiioDi,  and  Iravelling  expenses ;  of  the  pvrveyor, 
one  hundred  dollars  pay  per  month,  in  full  cooa- 
peosatioD  for  bis  services  and  all  expenses )  of  the 
apothecary  general,  eighty  dollars  per  month,  and 
thirty  dollars  per  month  in  full  compensation  for 
forage,  rations,  and  all  expenses;  of  each  of  hia 
deputies,  Bfty  dollars  pav  per  month,  and  sixteea 
dollats  per  month,  in  full  compensation  for  forage, 
rali^ins,  and  all  expenses;  of  each  hospital  surgeon, 
eighty  dollars  pay  per  month,  aud  forty  doUars 
per  month,  in  full  compensation  for  forag^  rations, 
and  all  expenses ;  of  each  mate,  thirty  dollars  pav 
per  month^  and  twenty  doUsrs  per  month,  in  foil 
compemation  for  forage,  rations,  and  all  expanses ; 
of  each  steward,  twenty-five  dollars  pay  per  monik, 
and  eight  dollars  per  month,  in  full  compensation 
for  forage,  rations,  and  all  expenses.  Provided. 
that  none  of  the  officers  aforesaid  shall  be  entitlea 
to  any  part  of  the  pay  or  emolumenu  aforesaid, 
until  ihcf  shall  respectively  be  called  into  actutl 

Sec.  7,  AndbeUfiather  enacted,  That,  for  the 
acconuno^tion  of  tLe  sick  trfthe  Army  ant)  Navy 
■  aad 


tt(  tba  United  Stales,  the  phyueian  f 
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hospiul  suTgeoD  of  senior  appoiaiment,  with  the 
apprabatioD  of  the  general  commaDding  the  army 
witfaiD  Ibe  district  where  he  shall  be,  shall  bare 
power  10  provide  temporary   boapitals;  and  the 

fbysiciaD  geaeral,  with  the  approbaiioa  of  the 
'residenl  of  the  United  States,  shall  have  power 
to  provide  and  establish  perinanent  hospitals. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  itfitrther  enacted,  That  all  the 
said  officers  anil  others  shall,  as  toucbing  their 
several  offices  and  duties,  be  liable  to  the  rules 
and  regulatioDs  for  the  governmetit  and  discipline 
of  the  army ;  and  shall  be  bound  to  obey,  in  con^ 
formity  with  law  and  the  usage  and  customs  of 
armies,  the  orders  and  directionaof  the  chief  mili- 
tary officers  of  the  respective  armies,  and  within 
the  respective  districts  in  which  they  shall  respec- 
tively serve  and  be. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
physicBD general,  or,  in  his  absence,  theaenior  medi- 
cal officer,  with  the  approbation  of  the  commander' 
in-chief,  or  commaodiag  officer  of  a  separate  army, 
be,  and  hereby  isj  authorized  and  empowered,  as 
often  as  may  De  jud^d  necessary,  to  call  a  medi- 
cal board,  which  shall  consist  of  the  three  senior 
medical  officers  then  present,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  examine  all  candidates  for  employment  or 
promotioi^iu  the  hospital  department  and  certify 
to  the  Secretary  at  War  the  qualifications  of  each. 

Approved,  March  2,  1799. 


Beit  enacted,  *c.,  That  the  followingadditional 
appropriations  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  nineiy-nine,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby, 
made;  that  is  to  say; 

For  further  eipenaes  in  carrying  into  effect  the 
fifth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  aud 
Navi^tion,  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  twenty -five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries,  office-rent,  clerk-hire,  and 
tingencie3,of  the  commissioners  under  the  silt 
ticle  of  the  said  treaty,  and  for  the  salary  of  their 
secretary,  sixteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  enabling  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  defray  the  expenses  which  have  been  and  may 
be  incarred  under  the  act  passed  June  the  thirtieth, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  en- 
titled "  Anactdirectins  the  appointment  of  agents 
in  relation  to  the  sixth  article  of  the  Treaty,  of 
Amily,  Commerce  atid  Navigation,  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,"  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  already  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  commissioners,  under  the 
aeventharticleof  the  said  treaty,  sixteen  thousand 
six  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  sixty-seven 
cents. 

For  the  salaries,  clerk-hire,  office-rent,  and 
other  contingencies  of  the  two  agents  residing  in 
England,  on  business  relative  to  the  said  seventh 
article,  nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
tihree  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 

For  further  expenses  in  carrying  into  effect  the 
Tieaty  of  Amity,  Navigation,  and  Limits,  between 


the  United  States  and  Spain,  tweaiy  ihoiuuiJ 

For  making  good  deficiencies  in  former  t^ro- 
priations  for  carrying  into  efiecl  the  eagagemenn 
of  the  United  States  with  the  Meditniutu 
Powers,  two  hundred  thousand  doUais. 

For  satisfying  claims,  ofher  than  for  rnistoed 
debt,  which  may  be  allowed  at  (he  Tretsar|  dF 
(he  United  Stales,  pursuant  to  ihe  act,  niuikd 
"  An  act  respeclins  loan  office  and  final  seideiaal 
certificates."  (in  addition  to  former  appropcisliou) 
n  of^  thirty  thousand  dollars. 
[he  expenses  of  intercourse  with  fom^ 


of  forty  thousand  dollars  appropriated  brli* 
for  that  purpose,  the  sum  of  tweaty-«ne  ihcKuaid 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  interconrswiUi 
foreign  nations,  the  sum  of  seventy-eight  iboiuud 
seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  reimbursement  of  such  reasonlblt  ^ 
vances  of  money,  as  have  been,  or  during  iu 

t resent  year  may  be,  made  by  the  consuls  of  tb( 
Iniled  States,  in  affording  relief  to  siclt  sad  des- 
titute American  seamen  la  foreign  conatrii^oi 
in  aiding  them  to  return  lo  their  bames,  iwotf 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  already  arisen,  or  whicli  do- 
ing the  present  year  may  be  incHrred,  for  ihf  ssp- 
port  and  safe-keeping  of  persons  captured  in  Fratk 
ships  and  vessels,  eighteen  thousand  dollira. 

Sec. 2.  dnd6et(j€rtA«-enac(ed,ThaliliePwi- , 
dent  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  andherrtira 
authorized  to  cause  to  be  paid  to  eertaia  bubjecaii 
Algieisand  Tunis  the  damages  sustainedbfilicc 
from  the  capture  or  loss  of  ceriaia  merchii)*" 
freighted  on  board  of  vessels  sailing  underlhtui 
of  the  United  States;  aud  that  fifiy-onetliCKM^ 
nine  hundred  and  eigbty-seven  dollars  be  IRW 
priated  for  that  purpose. 

Sec.3.  And  be  it fiirther  enacted,  Thatib(Prt» 
dent  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  \un^ii- 
authorized  and  empowered  to  cause  to  be  juito 
the  master  and  owner  of  the  armed  ship  ^<|^ 
such  costs  and  damages  as  have  been  or  oiyi' 
awarded  against  the  United  Slates,  poisuui  u 
the  decree  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  Shik 
for  the  district  of  Virginia,  for  the  captim  w 
detention  of  the  said  ship  by  the  ConstiiaiimW- 
gate ;  and  that  eleven  thousand  dollars  be  t^ 
priated  for  that  purpose. 

SM.i.Andbeithtrtherenatied.  Thatibeyi- 
appropriations  shall  be  paid  out  of  anyiDMiiT^i^ 
the  Treasurv  of  the  United  States  n"'  "■!>*»» 
appropriateo. 
Approved,  March  2,  1799. 


ii  Dih(r»i» 


the  grant*  ot  land  spprapnalMl  lor  militirf  ■"»" 
,  and  for  the  Society  of  Ihe  United  Brethnn,  fci  F'' 
pagating  tho  Ciofpel  among  the  Heathen." 
Be  it  enacted,  fc..  That  the  fourth seciiMc/t- 
act,  entitled,  '  An  act  regulating  the  p»iii:  ■ 
land  appropriated  for  militaTy  services,  sad  m^' 
Society  of  the  United  Brethren  for  propigM=^ 
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the  Gospel  amons  the  HeBlben"  be,  and  ihe  same 
is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  ihe 
lands  set  apart  by  ibe  first  section  of  the  above 
meationed  act,  which  shall  remnio  untoeated  on 
(he  first  day  of  January,  in  tbe  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  two,  shall  be  released  from  the 
said  reservation,  and  shall  be  at  the  free  dispoaitiou 
of  the  United  Stales,  in  like  manneT  as  any  other 
Tacaat  territory  of  tbe  United  Stales.  And  that 
all  warrants  or  claims  for  lands  on  account  of  mil' 
itary  services,  which  shall  not,  before  the  day 
aforesaid,  be  registered  and  located,  shall  be  forever 

Approved,  March  2,  1799. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  for  the 

more  general  promnlgation  of  the  laws  of  the  United 

States." 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  after  he  shall 
receive  any  order,  resolution,  or  law,  passed  by  Ciia- 
grcss,  cause  the  same  to  be  published  at  least  iu 
one  of  tbe  public  newspapers  printed  within  each 
Stale ;  and  whenever,  m  any  State,  the  aforesaid 
publication  shall  be  found  not  sufficieotly  exten- 
sive for  the  promulgation  thereof,  the  Secremry 
of  State  shall  cause  such  orders,  resolutions,  and 
laws,  to  be  published  in  a  greater  number  of  news- 
papers printed  within  such  State,  not  exceeding 
three  in  any  Slate. 

Sec.  3.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  number  of  copies  of  the  laws  now  re- 
quired to  be  printed,  at  the  end  of  every  session 
of  Coneress,  there  shall  be  printed,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  8late,Gve  thousand  copies; 
one  copy  whereof  he  shall  cause  to  be  delivered  to 
each  oithejudgesnf  the  courtsof  the  United  States; 
one  copy  to  tbe  clerks  of  the  said  court  respectively, 
for  Ibe  use  of  the  said  courts;  and  one  copy  toeacti 
of  the  district  attorneys  and  marshals  of  the  Uni- 
ted States:  the  rest  to  be  furnished  according  to 
the  rule  for  apportioning  representatives  to  ihesev- 
eral  States,  and  sent  to  the  Executive  thereof,  to 
be  by  them  distributed  according  to  Ihe  usage  of 
the  States,  respectively,  as  to  their  own  laws,  or 
according  to  such  laws  of  the  States,  respectively, 
as  may  be  provided  for  tbe  purpose. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fitrtKer  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  S^te  shall  cause  a  copy  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  amend- 
ments which  have  been  made  (hereto,  to  be  added 
to  each  copy  of  the  laws  of  the  present  session  of 
Congrrss,  which  is  to  be  printed. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  tbe  second  section  of  (he  act.  entitled  "  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  acts,  records, 
and  seal  of  the  United  States,"  as  relates  to  the 
poblishing  the  taws,  orders,  resolutions,  and  votes, 
passed  by  Congress,  in  the  public  newiipapers,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  March  2,  1799, 

An  Act  giving  eventual  aulboiity  lo  the  President  of 

the  United  States  to  augment  the  Army. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^^  That  it  shall  b«  lawAil  for  the 


Fresident  of  the  United  States,  in  case  war  shall 
break  out  between  the  United  States  and  a  foreign 
European  Power,  or  in  case  imminent  danger  of 
invasion  oftheir  territory  by  any  such  Power,  shall, 
in  his  opinion,  be  discovered  to  exist,  to  organize 
and  cause  to  be  raised,  in  addition  to  tbe  other 
military  force  of  the  United  States,  twenty-fout 
regiments  of  infantry,  a  regiment  and  a  battaiioa 
of  riflemen,  a  battalion  of  artillerists  and  engineers, 
and  three  reKiments  of  cavalry,  or  such  part  (here- 
of as  he  shall  judge  necessary  ;  (he  non-commis- 
.sioned  officers  and  privates  of  which  to  be  enlisted 
for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  years,  and  to  be 
entitled  each  to  a  bounty  of  ten  dollars — one  half 
tobepaidatlheiimeof  enlistment,  and  the  remain- 
der at  (he  time  of  joining  the  regiment  to  which 
they  may  belong. 

Sec.  2.  Attd  be  it  farther  enacts,  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  Slates  be  authorized,  when- 
ever it  shall  appear  to  bim  expedient,  if  during  the 
session  of  (he  Senate,  with  their  advice  and  con- 
sent, if,  in  tbeir  recess,  alone,  to  appoint  and  com- 
mission all  officers  for  the  said  troops,  agreeably 
to  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by  law  for 
the  military  esiablisliment:  J'rotx'dedjThatthegen- 
eral  and  field  officers  who  may  be  appointed  in  the 
recess  of  the  Senate  shall,  at  tbeneit  meeting  there- 
of, be  nominated  and  submitted  to  them  for  their 
advice  and  consent. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  offi- 
cers, non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates,  of  the 
troops  which  mar  be  organized  and  raised  puisti- 
ant  to  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  like  pay, 
clothing,  rations,  forage,  and  other  emoluments, 
and  lo  the  like  compensation  in  case  of  disability, 
by  wounds  or  otherwise,  incurred  in  the  service, 
as  the  officers,  non-commisioned  officers,  and  pri- 
vates, of  other  troops  of  correspoudent  denomina- 
tions, composing  the  Army  of  the  United  States ; 
and  with  them  shaU  be  subject  lo  the  rules  and 
articles  of  war,  and  to  all  other  regulations  for  the 
discipline  and  government  of  (he  army :  Provi- 
ded, That  no  officer,  except  captains  and  subalterns 
who  may  be  employed  in  the  recruiting  service, 
shall  be  entitled  to  any  pay,  or  Other  emolument, 
until  be  shall  be  called  into  actual  service. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  respecting  the  regulations  and 
emoluments  of  recruiting  ofGcers,  punishment  of 
persons  who  shall  procure  or  entice  a  soldier  to 
desert,  or  shall  purchase  his  arms,  uniform,  cloth- 
ing, or  any  part  thereof,  and  the  punishment  of 
every  commanding  officer  of  every  ship  or  vessel 
who  shall  receive  on  board  bis  ship  or  vessel,  as 
one  of  his  crew,  knowing  him  to  have  deserted,  or 
otherwise  carry  away  any  soldier,  or  refuse  (o  de- 
liver him  up(o  the  orders  of  his  commanding  offi- 
cer; and  tbe  law  rexpeeting  (he  oa(h  or  affirmation 
to  be  taken  by  officers,  non-commisioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates ;  and  respecting  the  inser- 
tion of  conditions  in  the  enlistments;  and  all  other 
laws  respecting  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,  excepting  in  such  cases  where  dif- 
ferent and  specific  regmations  ate  made  by  this 
act,  shall  be  m  force,  and  apply  to  all  persons,  mat- 
ters, and  things,  within  the  inteat  and  meatung  of 
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this  act,  in  the  same  maaner  as  they  would  were 
they  inseried  at  larg^  id  the  same. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  fuTther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  ibe  President  of  the  United  Sutes, 
mt  hia  discretioD,  to  discharge  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  troops  which  may  be  raised  by  rirtae 
of  this  act,  wheoerei  he  shall  think  fit. 

Sec.  6.  Atul  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Fr«- 
Bideat  of  the  Uoiied  Slates  beaulborized  toofgan- 
ize  all  such  conipanies  of  Tolualeari  as  have  beea 
or  shall  be  accepted  by  him,  pursuant  to  the  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  ih^ 
United  States  to  raise  a  provisional  army,"  into 
raiments,  brigades,  and  difisioni,  and  to  appoint 
all  officers  thereof,  agreeably  to  the  or^nization 
prescribed  bylawfor  the  Army  of  the  Untied  Slates. 
And  the  said  volunteers  shall  not  be  compelled  to 
■erve  out  of  the  State  in  which  they  reside,  a 
loBMr  time  than  three  months  after  their  arriTal 
at  the  place  of  rendesvous. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  iijiircher  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  Slates 
to  call  forth  and  employ  the  said  volunteers  in  all 
cases,  and  to  effect  all  the  purposes  for  which  he 
is  authorized  to  call  forth  and  employ  the  militia 
by  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  prOTide  for  calling 
forth  the  militia,  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
mppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inTasioQB,  and  to 
repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  these  purposes." 

Sec.  8.  And  be  Ufyrther  enacted.  Thai  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  forthe  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  accept  a  greater  number  of  the  said  volunteers 
in  any  of  the  States,  or  territories  of  the  United 
Stales,  than  is  hereinafter  apportioned  to  them  res- 
pectively, viz:  To  New  Hampshire,  three  thousand; 
to  Massac busetlB,  ten  ihousandi  to  Rhode  Island, 
one  thousand  ;  loTermont,  two  thousand;  to  Con- 
necticut, five  thousand;  toNew  York,  seven  thous- 
and; to  New  Jersey,  five  thousand;  to  Pennsylva- 
nia, ten  thousand ;  to  Delaware,  one  thousand ;  to 
Maryland,  five  thousand;  to  Virginia,  ten  thous- 
and ;  to  Kentucky,  one  thousand ;  to  North  Caro- 
lina seven  thousand ;  to  Tennessee,  one  thousand ; 
to  South  Carolina,  four  thousand ;  to  Georgia,  fif- 
teen hnndredj  to  Northwestern  Territory,  one 
thousand;  and  to  Mississippi  Territory,  five  hun- 
dred. 

Sec.  ft.  And  be  it  furtho'  enacted.  That  for  the 
execution  of  this  act,  if  it  sballbe  found  necessary 
to  carry  il,  or  any  part  of  it,  into  effect,  there  be 
appropriated  the  sum  of  two  millions  of  dollars, 
and  that  the  President  be  authorized  to  borrow,  od 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  the  said  sum,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  he  shall  deem  necessary,  (which 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  empow- 
ered to  tend,)  and  upon  such  lernts  and  condi- 
tions as  he  shall  judge  most  advantageous  to  tbe 
United  States.  Prwided,  That  such  terms  and 
conditions  shall  not  restrain  the  United  States 
from  paying  off  the  sum  which  maybe  borrowed, 
after  the  expiration  of  fifteen  years. 

Sxa.  10.  And  be  il  Jiirther  enaxUd,  That  so 
much  as  may  be  necessary  of  the  sivplus  of  the 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  beyond  ine  perma- 
nent appropriations  heretofore  chained  upon  them 
by  law,  etwU  be,  and  hereby  is,  pledged  and  ap- 


propriated for  paying  tbe  inieiest  of  all  WKk  ato- 
neys  as  maybe  borrowed  pursuant  to  this  act.  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  and  cooditione  on  which  ibc 
loan  or  loans,  respectively,  may  be  effecied;  aad 
also  for  paying,  by  discharging  the  principal  sw 
or  sums  of  any  such  loan  or  loans,  nccordio;  to 
the  terms  and  eoaditious  to  be  fixed  as  aibrmid. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it/urther  aiacted,  That  the 
powers,  by  tbe  first  and  second  sections  of  ihit 
act,  vested  in  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
shall  cease  at  the  expiration  of  the  session  of  Con- 
gress next  ensuing  tne  present,  unless  they  sfaall 
be,  by  some  future  law,  continued  in  force  for  a 
longer  time. 

Approved,  March  2,  1799. 

An  Act  providing  for  the  secuiiQr  of  bail  in  certsia 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  in  all  eases  where  a 
defendant,  who  nath  procured  bail  to  respond  tbe 
judgment  in  a  suit  brought  against  him  in  any  i^ 
the  courts  of  tbe  United  States,  shall  afterward! 
be  arrested  in  any  district  of  tbe  United  Stales, 
other  than  that  in  which  the  first  suit  was  bron^ 
and  shall  be  committed  to  a  jail,  tbe  use  of  w&li 
shall  have  been  ceded  to  tbe  United  Stales  for 
the  custody  of  prisoners,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  and 
the  duty  oi  any  judge  of  the  court,  in  which  iht 
suii  is  dependiug,  notetein  such  defendant  had  m) 
procured  bail  as  aforesaid,  at  the  request  aitd  (tt 
tbe  indemnificaiioQ  of  the  bail,  to  order  and  dirfc! 
tbai  such  defendant  be  held  m  the  jail  to  wbirk 
he  shall  have  been  committed  a  prisoner  in  the 
custody  of  the  marshal,  within  whose  district  .<Ddi 
jail  is,  and  upon  the  said  order,  duly  authentica- 
ted, being  delivered  to  the  said  marshal,  it  shall 
be  bis  duty  to  receive  such  prisoner  into  his  cus- 
tody, and  bim  safely  lo  keep,  and  the  marshal  shall 
thereupon  be  chargeable,  as  in  other  coses,  for  aa 
escape.  And  the  said  marshal  thereupon  shall 
make  a  certificate  under  his  hand  and  seaLof  such 
commitment,  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  court 
from  which  such  order  issued;  and  shall  also,  kf 
required,  make  a  duplicate  thereof  and  delivertbc 
same  to  such  bail,  his  or  their  agent  or  attorney. 
and  upon  the  said  certificate  being  returned  to  IM 
court  which  made  the  said  order,  it  shaJl  be  law- 
ful for  ihe  said  court,  or  any  judge  thereof,  to  di- 
rect that  an  eionereiur  be  entenid  upon  the  bail 
piece  where  special  bail  shall  have  been  found.  <* 
otherwise  to  discharge  such  bail,  and  snch  t*i!  i 
shall  thereupon  accordingly  be  discharged.  j 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  i^ 
marshal,  or  his  deputy,  serving  such  order  %= 
aforesaid,  shall  therefor  receive  the  some  fee 
and  allowances  as  for  the  service  of  an  orieiaal 
process,  commitment  thereon  to  the  jail,nnd  tB< 
return  thereof. 

Sfic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  in  eren  '' 
caseof  commitment  as  aforesaid,  by  virtoeof  sncl  | 
order  as  aforesaid,  the  person  so  committed  shak 
unless  sooner  discharged  by  law,  be  holden  it 
jail  until  final  judgment  shall  be  rendered  in  tkr 
suit  in  which  he  procured  bail  as  aftxrvnid,  u- 
sixty  days  thereaiier,  if  such  judgment  aba" 
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lendeied  agiiost  him,  that  be  may  be  cbatg«d  in 
eiecaiioo,  which  may  be  diTected  to  and  serred 
by  the  marshal  in  whose  custody  he  is.  Provided 
<uway»,  That  Dothiog  in  this  act  contaiaed  shall 
efiect  any  case  wheteia  bail  has  been  already 
giyeo. 
Approved,  March  2, 1799. 


An  Act  to  autboriie  the  aale  of  certain  land*  beti 
the  Great  and  Little  Miami  riren,  in  the  Territary  of 
th>  United  8ut«a  NorthwMt  of  (he  river  Ohio ;  and 
for  gi*ing  a  pre-empUon  to  ceitain  purdiaaen  and 
Mttlert. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  Thai  any  person  or  per- 
sons who,  before  the  first  day  ot  April,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  scTen  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven,  had  made  any  contract,  or  coatracta,  id 
writing,  with  John  CleTes  Symmes,  for  the  pnr- 
chase  of  lands  between  the  Ctreai  and  Little  Mi- 
ami rivers,  which  are  not  camprebended  in  his 
patent,  dated  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  one 
thousand  seren  hundred  and  ninety-iour,  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  preference,  in  purchasing  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  alt  the  lands  so  contracted  for,  at  the 
price  of  two  dollars  an  acre,  to  be  paid  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  as  follows:  one- 
third  pan  of  the  pure  base- money,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  September  next;  one  third  part 
in  one  yea-r  from  (he  said  first  day  of  September; 
and  the  remaining  third  part  in  (wo  years  from 
the  said  Srst  day  of  September;  which  two  last 
payments  shall  be  seciired  in  the  manner  pointed 
out  and  directed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
proTiding  fur  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Territory  Northwest  of  ibe  river 
Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river." 
And  that,  upon  each  p(iymenl,the  saihe  evidences 
of  purchase  and  title  shall  be  given  to  the  pur- 
chaserit,  respectively,  as  to  purchasers  under  the 
said  recited  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  iz  further  enacied^  That  each 
and  every  person,  claiming  the  benefit  of  this  act, 
sbalL  oa  or  before  the  first  day  of  September  next, 
giv«  notice,  in  writing,  (o  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  or  to  the  Surveyor  General,  that  they 
claim  tbe  right  ofpfe-emplion,  bv  this  act  offered, 
and  do  ttaaent  to  the  terms  of  sale  established  by 
ibis  act.  And  if  any  person  shall  nu;lect  to  give 
the  said  notice,  or  shall  fail  in  making  the  first 
fMyment,  as  before  directed,  all  right  ofpre-emp- 
lion  shall  cease  and  become  void;  andtne  lands 
shall  be  surveyed  and  sold  agreeably  to  ihe  direc- 
tions of  tbe  before-recited  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Surveyor  General  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  after 
ifae  receipt  of  the  notice  aforesaid,  lay  off  and 
lurrey  tbe  said  lands,  agreeably  to  the  directions 
if  tbe  said  rdcited  act,  unless  the  said  lands  have 
>eea  heretofore  surveyed  and  laid  off  by  the  said 
.ontraclord  or  settlers;  in  which  caae  the  Sur- 
'eyor  General  shall  survey  the  outlines  of  such 
ract,  or  tracts,  so  as  to  avcertam  the  contents,  and 
hall  cause  the  same  to  be  recorded  and  deposited, 
a  in  sod  hv  the  said  recited  act,  is  directed  for 
be  plats  and  surveys  made  under  that  act. 
5th  Coit.~-135 


Bee- i.  And  be  it fitrther  enacted,  That  it  may 
be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
credit  the  said  purchasers  with  such  reasonable 
sum  or  sums  of  money  as  have  been  expended  in 
surveying  tbe  said  landj  provided  the  same  does 
not  exceed  the  turns  allowed  by  the  United  States 
to  their  own  surveyors  for  the  like  services. 

Sbo.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
evidences  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  receivable  in  payment  for  the  said  lands 
agreeably  to  the  directions  of  an  act,  entitled  "Aa 
act  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  tbe 
public  debt  in  payment  for  the  landsof  the  United 

Approved,  March  2,  1799. 


An  Act  b 

Be  it  enaaed,  f  c.  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  be,  aod  be  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
direct  the  expenditure  of  any  moneys  which  have 
been  or  shall  be  collected  by  virtue  of  an  act,  en- 
titled, "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled 
seamen,"  to  be  made  within  the  State  wherein  the 
aame  shall  bare  been  collected,  or  within  the  State 


setts,  Rhode  Inland,  and  Connecticut ;  anything 
in  the  said  act  coaiained  to  the  contrary  thereof, 
notwithstanding. 

3ec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  be.  aod  he  hereby  is, 
authorized  and  directed  to  deduct,  after  the  first 
ptember  next,  from 
due,  of  the  officers,  s( 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  at  the  rate  ot 
twenlv  cents  per  month,  for  every  such  officer, 
seamen,  and  marine,  and  to  pay  (he  i>Bme  quarter- 
annually  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be 
applied  to  the  same  purposes,  as  the  money  col- 
lected by  virtue  of  tbe  abovementioned  act  is  ap- 
propriated. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  Slates,  shall  ba  entitled  toreceivetne same 
benefits  and  advantages,  as  by  the  act  abovemen- 
tioned are  provided  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and 
disabled  seamen  of  the  merchant  vessels  of  the 
United  States. 

Approved,  March  2.  1799. 


An  Act  aalhonong  ■ 


United  Staiesshallbe,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
to  cause  the  marine  corps  in  (he  service  of  the 
United  States  to  be  augmented,  by  the  appoint- 
ment and  enlistment  of  not  exceeding  two  first  lieu- 


tenants, six  second  lientenants,  eight  surgeons,  one 
hundred  and  seventr  privates,  and  eighteen  drums 
and  fifes,  who  shall  be  respectively  allowed  the 
same  pay,  bounty,  clothing,  aod  rations,  and  abaU 
be  emidoyed  under  the  same  lutes  and  regnlatioiu 
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to  which  the  said  marine  corps  are  or  shall  bi 
titled  aod  subject 
Approved,  March  2,  1799. 

An  Act  to  BUgmcnl  the  ralahea  of  the  oSceit  tberein 
mantioned. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  Thai  in  lieu  of  the  salaries 
heretofore  allowed  by  law  to  the  officers  of  the 
Oorernmeat  of  [he  Uaiied  States,  herein  mention- 
ed, the  followiag  annua]  compeoMttions  be,  and 
are  hereby,  granted  to  the  said  officers  respectively, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  present  year ;  that 

The  Secretary  of  State,  Gre  thousand  dollars  l 

The  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  live  thousand 
dollars : 

The  Secretary  of  War,  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars : 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  four  ihousaod  fire 
hundred  dollars : 

The  Attorney  Qenerat,  three  thousand  dolla 

The  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  three  thi 
sand  five  hundred  dollars  : 

The  Treasurer,  three  thousand  dollars : 

The  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  three  thousand 
dollars : 

The  Commisaionerof  the  Revenue,  three  thou- 
sand dollars : 

The  Re^Gier  of  the  Treasury,  two  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars : 

The  Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  1 
thousand  dollars: 

The  Accountant  of  the  Navy  Department,  1 
thousand  dollars: 

The  Postmaster  General,  three  ihousaod  doUi 

And,  the  Assistant  Postmaster  Qenerat,  i 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollars.    Which  su 


Sec.  a.  And  be  it  further  enacted,   That  thi: 

act  shall  continue  in  force  for  three  years,  and  ni 

Approved,  March  2,  1799. 


An  Act  to  «recl  a  Beacon  on  Boon  Iiland. 


the  United  States,  be  authoriied,  as  soon  as  may 

on  a  ledge  of  rocks,  called  Boon  Island,  on  the  sea- 
coasl  of  the  District  of  Maine;  and  that  the  sum 
of  fonr  hundred  dollars  be  appropriated  for  the 
same,  out  ofany  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 
Approved,  March  S,  1799. 


A*  Act  to  i^uhta  and  dx  the  eompeoMiicHi  of  deika. 
Bt  it  enacted,  #c.,  That  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Treasury,  State,  War,  end  Navy  Departments, 
dtall  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  and  empow- 
eted  to  vary  the  compensations  heretofore  esta- 
Mhbed  for  clerks  in  their  respective  departments 
ill  nch  nanner  as  the  services  to  be  performea 


shall,  in  their  judgment,  require:  any  thioeii 
any  former  act  to  the  contrary  notwii)jitaii<ui{. 
Provided  ataaya,  that  the  whole  imoaDt  oltoa- 
pensations  for  clerks,  in  the  said  denartmenii,  n- 
spectively,  shall  not  exceed  the  following mnH ; 
that  is  to  say :  For  the  Depariraenl  of  S(a(t.fn 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dolliri;  Fcrik 
Treasury  Department,forty-twotboi]iapdsiibgi. 
dred  and  twenty  dollars  and  thirty-four  »nis;ilai 
is  to  say:  in  theofficeof  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Tm- 
sury,  five  thousand  eight  hundhed  and  thiitj-niK 
dollars  and  eiehty-one  cents;  in  the  office  of  Ibt 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  nine  thousand  ud 
sizty-seren  dollars  and  eight  cents;  in  iheoQcEiJ 
the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  eight  ihoniaod  eigfai 
hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  ninetv-thm  cnls; 
in  theoffieeof  the  Treasury  of  the  (JaittdSutn 
two  thousand  eight  hnndrea  and  seventeen  dolbn 
and  forty-five  cents ;  In  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Revenue,  two  thoDsand  eight  bunditd 
andforty-threedollarsand  six  cents;  and  in  iht of- 
fice of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  thi  riecu  tbous- 
and  two  hnndred  and  forty-two  dollars  md  (m 
cent :  For  the  Department  of  War,  fifteen  I liotiaid 
three  hundredand  forty  dollars;  that  is  to say;iDtb( 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  saidDenarimfiiLiii 
thousand  three  hundred  and  forty  dollars;  in  ibe 
office  of  the  Accountant  of  the  said  Depannuot 
eight  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  and  in  ih 
omceof  the  Purveyor  of  Public  S opplie),  fire  ins- 
dred  dollars:  For  the  Depanmenl  of  theNiT 
eleven  thousand  otft  hundred  dollars;  ihatisu 
say.  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Drpan- 
memof  the  Navy,  four  thousand  twohandndil°r 
lars;  and  in  the  office  of  the  Aecouniaot  of  ikt 
Navy  Department,  sii  thousand  nine  hundrri 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  ih 
Puslmssler  General  oFthe  United  States  stxU t'- 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  and  empowered  Vitf 
point  such  number  of  clerks  in  his  oSn  t'  i^ 
nhall  judge  proper,  and  to  apportion  and  titj 
their  com pen.'sat ions  in  such  manner  astk!«' 
vices  to  be  rendered  by  each,  shall,  in  hi-'  M' 
menl,  require:  Provided  alvxart.  Tnat  tbewlw 
amount  of  eompeosatiuDS  for  clerks  in  ibr  jii^ 
office,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  four  ihonajj 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  annoaliy;  «b>t>. 
sum  shall  be  paid  quarterly,  out  of  the  nya<">  <^ 
the  Post  Office. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaOed,  Thii  it; 
Director  of  the  Mint  shall  be,  and  herebti!-" 
thorized  to  allow  to  one  of  the  clerks  empiorcd- 
his  office,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars pn it 
num,  in  addition  to  the  salary  of  five  hDndM 
dollars,  heretofore  establirhed  for  thecleibiattn 

id  office. 

Sec.  4.  Attd  be  it Jmther  enacted,  Tbirtbeffi 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  Secretary  and  ktttm'^ 
if  the  Navy  Department  respectively,  in  ibe»:- 
lement  of  their  accounts,  the  following  sonu  i' 
efieiencies  in  the  provisions  made  by  U'^'' 
their  clerks  during  the  year  one  thousand  s«nt 
hundred  and  ninetv-eight ;  that  is  to  sa) 

Secretary,  eight  hundred  and  eighiy-*"' 
dollars  and  twenty-nine  centa;  and  to  the  s*' 
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Acconaiani,  one  hanttred  sod  eighty-eight  dollars 
and  ihiriy'two  cents. 

See.  5,  ATid  bt  UfurtKer  enacted.  That  ihi 
ihall  be  alloved  to  the  Coinnti:tsioneM  of  Loans 
ifl  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York, 
KBpeo lively,  not  eiceediog  fire  clerks,  at  the  rale 
offiTe  hundred  dollars  per  aaoutn  each;  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Loans  in  the  State  of  Connee- 
ticai,  not  ezceediag  two  clerks,  at  the  rate  of  foui 
hiindred  dollar*  per  annum  each ;  to  (he  Commis- 
sion ers  of  Loans  in  (he  States  of  PennsyWania, 
Tirginia,  and  South  Carolina,  respectively,  not 
exceeding  two  clerks,  at  the  rate  of  fire  hundred 
dollars  per  annum  each;  the  aggregate  of  the 
compensations  for  clerks  employ^  by  either  of 
the  said  Commissioners,  to  be  apjiottioned  among 
(hem  at  his  discretion  :  And  that  there  be  annually 
allowed  in  lieu  of  clerk  hire  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Loans  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Loans  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  four 
hundred  dollars ;  to  the  Commissioner  of  Loans 
in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  three  hundred  dollars , 
and  to  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  in  the  State' 
of  Maryland,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollai 
ApproTed,  March  3,  1799. 

An  Act  to  rerira  and  oontinns  in  Ibrce  certain  porta  of 

the  "  Act  for  tha  relief  and  piMection  of  Amerinn 

namen,"  and  to  atnnid  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted,  4c.,  That  the  first,  second,  and 

third  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 

relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen,"  shall 

be,  and  hereby  are,  revived  and  continued  in  force 

for  one  year. 

Sec,  2,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  the 
Secretary  of  Slate  shall  be,  and  hereby  is.  required 
to  lay  before  Congreas  within  ten  days  af^er  the 
commencement  of  eacn  ordinary  session,  an  an- 
nual statement,  containing  an  abstract  of  all  the 
returns  made  to  him  by  the  collectors  of  the  dif- 
ferent ports,  pursuant  to  the  said  act,  and  of  the 
communications  received  by  him,  from  the  agents 
employed  by  vir(ue  of  the  same  in  foreign  coun- 

Approved,  March  S,  1799. 

An  Act  making  appropristiiHis  for  tho  ni^Mirt  of  the 
Navml  Eatablish»ant  br  the  jMr  ono  tboonnd 
•«T«n  boitdnd  and  mnvty-niuc. 
Be  it  enaeUd,  ^c,  That  for  the  support  of  the 
Naral  Bstablishment  of  the  United  Bta(es,  during 
the  year  one  thousand  >even  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine,  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
the  sum  of  two  millions  one  handrea  and  two 
thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-fdur  dollars 
and  forty-one  cen(s,  including  the  Bum  of  eight 
hundred  and  tweniy-three  thousand  eight  hundred 
ind  eiffh  ty-«even  dollars  and  fourteen  cents,  being 
he  balance  unexpended  at  the  commeneement  u 
hat  year,  of  former  appropriations  for  the  Naval 
>epartineni :  That  is  lo  say, 

For  the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy  of  the  I 
Jnited  Stales,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  five 
tousand  oina  huodred  and  eigkty-lwo  dollar*,      j 


For  the  subsistence  of  the  officers  of  ihc  Navy, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand, 
five  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  and  nineteen 

For  the  pay  of  the  seamen,  the  sum  of  six  hun- 
dred and  seventy-two  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
ninety  dollars. 

For  provisions,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and 
thirty-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  dollars  and  thirty  cents. 

Fof  contingent  expenses  (including  waste  of 
military  stores)  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
forty-five  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  medicines,  hospital  stores, 
dtc.,  the  sum  of  forty-two  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  filly  dollars. 

For  the  sapport  of  the  revenue  cutter:',  the  sum 
of  one  hundr^  and  seventeen  thousand  iSve  hun- 
dred and  ninety-one  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  it /iirther  enacted.  That  for  the 
support  of  the  marine  corps  during  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  there  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents :  That 

For  pay  and  radons  for  the  said  corps,  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars. 

For  clothing,  the  sum  of  twenty-nine  thousand 
five  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars  and  eighty- 
Far  military  stores  the  sum  of  iwenty-fiv6 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars  and 
fifty-one  cents. 

Per  contingent  expenses,  (he  sum  of  four  hno- 
dred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  tKiunties  and  premiums,  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  and  twenty-four  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  for 
completing  the  vessels  now  building,  the  purchase 
of  arms  and  military  stores  for  the  same,  and  for 
contingent  expenses  relative  thereto,  the  sum  of 
one  million  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  four 
dollars  and  twenty-four  cen(a,  shall  be,  and  hera- 
by  is,  appropriated. 

Sbo.  i.  And  be  itjitrther  enacted,  That  the 
aforesaid  appropriations  shall  be  [Mid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  not 
ether  wise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  2, 1799. 


Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  there  be  eataUiabed 
at  the  seat  of  Ghivemmeni  of  the  United  States, 
a  General  Post  OfiSce,  under  the  direction  of  a 
Postmaster  Qeneral.  The  Postmaster  General 
shall  appoint  an  assistant,  and  such  clerks  as  ma^ 
be  necessary  for  performing  the  business  of  hn 
office.    He  shall  establish  post  offices  and  appoiiK 

Eostm asters  at  all  such  {wces  as  shall  appear  to 
im  expedient,  on  the  post  roads  that  are  or  may 
be  eatauiabed  by  law ;  he  shall  giv«  bis  sssklaat 
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tbe  post  masters,  and  all  other  persons  whom  he 
shall  employ,  or  who  may  be  employed  in  any  of 
the  deparlmeDls  of  the  GeDerat  Post  Office,  in- 
stmctioDs  relative  lo  tlieir  duly  ;  he  shall  provide 
for  the  carriage  of  the  mail  on  all  post  roads  that 
are  or  may  be  established  by  law,  and  as  ofteo  as 
be,  having  regard  to  the  productifeoess  thereof, 
aud  other  circumstaacFB,  shall  think  proper;  he 
may  direct  the  route  or  road  where  there  are  more 
than  one  between  places  designated  by  law  for  a 
post  road,  which  route  shall  be  considered  the 
post  road ;  he  shall  ohtaiD  from  the  postmasters 
their  aecouatsand  vouchers  for  their  receipts  and 
expenditares  ooce  in  three  monthii,  or  oftener. 
with  the  balances  thereon  ariiing  in  favor  of  the 
General  Post  Office;  he  shall  pay  all  expenses 
which  may  arise  in  conducting  the  post  office, 
sad  in  the  conveyance  of  the  mail,  and  all  other 
necessary  expeni^es  arising  on  the  collection  of 
the  revenue  and  raanagement  of  ibe  General  Post 
Office;  he  !<hall  prosecute  offences  against  the 
Post  Office  Establishment ;  he  shall,  once  in  three 
months,  render  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
ft  quarterly  account  of  all  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures in  the  said  dejtartment,  to  be  adjusted 
and  settled  as  other  public  accounts ;  he  shall  also 
Buperiniend  the  business  of  the  department  in  all 
the  duties  that  are  or  may  be  assigned  to  it:  Pro- 
vided, That  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or 
removal  from  office,  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
all  his  duties  shili  be  performed  by  his  assistant, 
until  a  successor  shall  be  appointed  and  arrive  at 
the  GeDeral  Post  Office  to  perform  the  business. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  Jiaiher  enacted,  That  the 
Postmaster  General  and  all  other  jiersoos  em- 
ployed in  the  Genera!  Post  Office,  or  in  (he  care, 
eustod)r,or  eouTeyance  of  the  mail,  shall,  previous 
to  entering  upon  the  duties  assigned  to  them,  or 
tbe  execution  of  iheir  trusts,  and  before  they  ahall 
be  entitled  to  receive  any  emolument  therefor,  re- 
spectively, take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath 
or  affirmation,  before  some  magistrate,  and  cause 
a  certificate  thereof  to  be  Bled  in  the  General  Post 
Office :  "  1,  A.  B.,  do  swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  case 
may  be)  that  t  will  faitbTully  perform  all  the  du- 
ties required  of  me,  and  abstain  from  everything 
forbidden  by  the  laws  in  relation  to  tbe  establish- 
ment of  the  Post  Office  and  post  roads  within  the 
United  States."  Every  person  who  shall  be  ' 
any  manner  employed  in  the  care,  custody,  c(. 
veyance,  or  management,  of  the  mail,  shall  be 
•ubiect  to  all  pains,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  for 
violating  the  injunctions,  or  neslecting  the  duties 
requiretiof  him  by  the  laws  refating  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Post  Office  and  post  roads,  whe- 
ther such  person  shall  have  taken  the  oath  or 
affirmation  above  prescribed  or  not. 

Sec.  3.  And  beitjvrther  enacted,  Tbai  if  any 
person  shall  knowingly  and  wilfully  obstruct 
retard  (he  passage  of  the  mail,  or  of  any  driver 
carrier,  or  of  any  horse  or  carriage  carrying  the 
same,  ne  shall  upon  conviction  for  every  such 
ofience  p&y  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dol- 
lars: And  if  any  ferryman  shall,  by  wilful  ncgli- 
Knee  or  refusal  to  transport  the  mail  across  any 
rry,  delay  the  same,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for 


each  half  hour  that  the  same  shall  be  w  dtbytd. 

sum  not  exceeding  ten  dollars. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  it  M 
be  the  duty  of  the  Postmasta-  General  lo  girt 
public  notice,  in  one  or.  more  of  the  newsfapen 
published  at  the  seat  of  Government  of  IhDu- 
ted  States,  and  in  one  or  more  of  the  newqafcii 
published  in  the  State  or  States  where  tiwo*' 
tract  is  to  be  performed,  for  at  least  six  wecbbi- 
fore  entering  into  any  contract  for  carningike 
mail,  that  such  contract  is  intended  lo  be  mide, 
and  the  day  on  which  it  is  to  be  eoneludeiidt 
scribing  the  places  from  and  to  which  sncbmiil 

'    be  conveyed,  the  lime  at  which  it  it  to  be 

.-  up,  and  the'  day  and  hour  at  whiciiitiii« 

be  delivered.  He  shall,  moreover,  withiu  lintiy 
days  after  the  making  of  any  contract,  lodge  a  do- 

Elicaie  thereof,  toother  wiin  the  prtiposah  vbich 
e  shall  have  received  respecting  it.intheoffiMof 
tbe  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Uiiitd 
States:  Provided,  That  no  conlracl  sbiU  be  n- 
tered  into  for  a  longer  term  than  fouryeaiF. 

Sec.  5.  Attd  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbsl  eiaj 
postmaster  shall  keep  an  office,  in  which  toe  oi 
more  persons  shall  attend,  at  such  honrtutke 
Postmaster  General  shall  direct,  for  thepurpM 
of  performing  the  duties  thereof,  and  all  letun 
brought  to  any  post  office  half  an  hour  before  Ik 
lime  of  making  up  the  mail  at  such  office,  sbiO 
be  forwarded  tnerein  ;  except  at  such  post  o5» 
where,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster  GrnoiL 
it  requires  more  time  for  making  up  the  mulini 
which  he  shall  accordingly  prescribe,  but  this  sbiB 
in  no  case  exceed  one  hour. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  no fw 
or  perquisites  shall  be  received  by  any  persoo  (o- 
ptoyed  in  the  General  Post  Office  on  accaonl « 
the  duties  to  be  performed  by  virtue  of  hit  ip- 
pointmeni. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tlal  ilii| 
following  rates  of  postage  shall  be  charged  mi  ill 
letters  and  packets  (excepting such  as  hereisil'^ 
exempted)  conveyed  by  the  post  of  the  Dtuwi 

For  every  letter  composed  of  a  single  sliM« 
paper,  conveyed  not  exceeding  forty  miles,  rigti 
cents. 

Over  forty,  and  not  exceeding  ninety  mileiM 

Over  ninety,  and  not  exceeding  one  hoiidm 
and  fifty  miles,  twelve  and  an  half  cents. 

Over  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  not  ei«(^ 
three  hundred  miles,  seventeen  cents. 

Over  three  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  fireliK- 
dred  miles,  twenty  cents.  | 

Over  five  hundred  miles,  twenty-five  ^""Vj 

And  for  every  double  letter,  or  one  cotnpw* 
of  two  pieces  of  paper,  double  those  rate!'*'' 
for  every  triple  letter,  or  one  composed  of  lli'* 
pieces  of  paper,  triple  those  rates;  andforcre'l 
packet  composed  of  four  or  more  pieces  of  pspf 
or  other  thine,  and  weighing  one  ounce  iiw<^ 
pois,  quadruple  those  rates ;  and  in  thai  V'T' 
tioo  for  all  greater  weight:  PrtmtUd,  Tut 
packet  of  lettera  conveyed  by  the  water  ■ 
shall  be  charged  with  mote  than  qnadraplep^ 
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ige,  uDtess  ihe  same  shall  actualljr  contain  more 
than  four  disiinct  letters.  No  postmaster  shall  be 
oblieed  to  receive,  to  be  convened  by  mail,  any 
packet  which  shall  wetgb  more  tnin  three  pounds. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  Jiirther  enacted,  That  every 
letter  or  packet  brought  into  (he  United  States,  or 
carried  from  one  port  iherein  to  another,  in  aoy 
private  sbip  or  vessel,  shall  be  nharged  with  six 
cents,  if  delivered  at  ihe  post  office  where  the 
■aiDe  shall  arrive,  and  if  destined  to  be  conveyed 
by  post  to  any  other  place,  with  two  cents  added 
to  the  ordinary  ratea  of  postage. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  Jitriher  wiocterf,  That  if  any 
postmHsier,  or  other  person,  authorized  by  the 
Postmaster  GJeneral  to  receive  the  postages  of  let- 
ters, shall  fraudalently  demand  or  receive  any 
rate  of  postage,  or  gratuity,  or  reward,  other  than 
is  provided  by  (his  act,  for  the  postage  of  le((ers 
or  packets,  on  convicdoD  thereof,  he  shall  forfei( 
for  every  such  offence,  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
be  rendered  incapable  of  holding  any  office  or  ap- 
pointnieDl  under  the  United  Stales. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  Jiirther  enacted,  That  no 
ship  or  vessel  arriving  at  any  port  within  the 
United  States,  where  a  post  office  is  established, 
shall  be  permitted  lo  report,  make  entry,  or  break 
bulk,  until  (he  master  or  commaader  shall  have  de- 
livered (O  the  postmaster  allle((ers  directed  to  any 
person  or  persons  within  the  United  S(ates,  which, 
under  fats  care  or  within  his  power,  shall  be 
brought  in  such  ship  or  vessel,  except  sucb  as  are 
directed  to  the  owner  or  cousignee  of  ihe  ship  or 
vessel,  and  except  alao  such  as  are  directed  lo  be 
delivered  at  (he  port  of  delivery  to  which  such 
ship  or  vessel  may  be  bound.  And  it  shall  be  the 
doty  of  the  coiiec(or,  or  other  officer  of  the  port 
empowered  to  receive  entries  of  ships  or  vessels, 
lo  require  from  every  master  or  commander  of 
■uch  ship  or  vessel,  an  oath  or  affirmation,  pur- 
porting ihal  be  has  delivered  all  such  letters,  ex- 
cept as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  II.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  Tha(  the 
postmasters  to  whom  such  tetters  may  be  deliv- 
ered, shall  pay  to  the  master  or  commander,  or 
other  person  delivering  the  same,  except  the  com- 
manders of  foreign  packets,  two  cents  for  each 
letter  or  packet,  and  shall  obtain  from  the  person 
delivering  the  same,  a  certificate  specifying  the 
number  of  letters  and  packets,  with  the  name  of 
the  ship  or  vessel. and  the  place  from  whence  she 
last  sailed  ;  which  certificate,  toother  with  a  re- 
ceipt for  the  money,  shall  be,  with  his  quarierlv 
accounts,  transmitted  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
who  shall  credit  him  with  the  amount. 

Sec.  12.  Andbe  it  farther  enacted.  That  if  any 

Serson,  other  than  the  Postmaster  General,  or  his 
eputies,  or  persons  by  them  employed,  shall  he 
CODcerned  in  setting  up  or  maintaining  any  foot  or 
horse  postj  stage  wagon,  or  other  stage  carriage,  on 
any  established  post  road,  or  from  one  post  town  to 
>.no(her  pos(  tovm,  on  any  road  adjacent  or  parallel 
to  an  established  post  road,  or  any  packet  boat  or 
other  vessel,  to  ply  regularly  from  one  place  to 
mother,  between  which  a  resular  communica- 
tion by  water  shall  be  establisned  by  the  United 
States,  and  shall  receive  any  letter  oc  packet,  other 


than  newspapers,  macazines,  m  pamphlets,  and 
carry  the  same  by  sucn  foot  or  horse  post,  stage 
tfagon,  or  other  stage  carriage,  packet  boat,  or 
vessel,  excepting  only  such  letter  or  letters  as  may 
be  directed  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  con- 
veyance, and  relating  to  the  sam&  or  to  the  per- 
son to  whom  any  package  or  bundle  in  such  con- 
veyance, is  intended  to  be  delivered  ;  eveiy  per- 
son so  offending  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  of- 
fence, Ihe  sum  of  fifty  dollars :  Provided,  That  ll 
shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  (o  send  letters  or 
packets  by  a  special  messenger. 

Sec  13.  And  be  it  furthf.r  enacted,  That  the 
deputy  postmaster,  and  other  agents  of  (he  Post- 
master General,  shall  duly  account  and  answer  to 
him  for  all  way  letters  which  shall  come  to  their 
hands  ;  and,  for  this  purpose,  (he  post  riders,  and 
other  carriers  of  the  mail,  receiving  any  way  let- 
ter or  letters,  (and  i(  shall  it  be  their  duty  to  re- 
ceive them,  if  presented  more  than  two  miles  froia 
a  post  officeg^shall  deliver  the  same,  together  with 
the  postage,  if  paid,  at  the  first  post  office  to  which 
thev  shall  afterwards  arrive,  where  the  postmaster 
shall  duly  enter  the  same,  and  specify  (he  num- 
ber, and  rate  or  rates  in  the  post  bill,  adding  to 
the  rale  of  each  way  leter,  one  cent,  which  snail 
be  paid  by  the  postmaster  to  (he  mail  carrier  from 
whom  such  way  letter  shall  be  received.  And 
that  letters  directed  to  persons  living  between  post 
offices  may  be  delivered,  and  the  postage  thereof 
duly  collected,  it  shall  be  the  duty  ofthe  carriers  of 
the  mail  to  take  charge  of  and  deliver  all  such  let- 
ters, as  shBll,fDr  that  purpose, becommiited  to  theni. 
by  any  postmaster,  and  collect  the  postage  tbereol^ 
which  shall  he  paid  over  to  such  postmaster  oD 
demand.  And  for  every  letter  so  delivered,  the 
mail  carrier  delivering  the  same  shell  be  allowed 
lo  demand  and  receive  two  cents  to  his  own  use, 
besides  the  ordinary  postage.  And  ifanypost- 
masier,  or  other  agent  of  (he  Postmaster  General, 
shall  n^lect  so  to  account,  he  or  they  so  offend- 
ing shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  forfeit,  for  every 
such  offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fif^y  dollars: 
Provided,  That  no  mail  carrier  shall  make  such 
deliveries  at  any  place  not  on  the  poat  road :  Pro- 
vided^ edto,  That  the  receipt  and  delivery  of  let- 
ters on  ihe  way,  between  the  post  (Aces,  shall 
not  be  required  of  the  mail  carriers  in  cases  nhere^ 
in  Ihe  opinion  of  the  Postmaster  General,  the  time 
or  manner  of  carrying  the  mail,  or  the  speed  of 
conveyance,  is  incompatible  with  such  receipt! 
and  deliveriesi 

Sec  14.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  Thatifanj 
person  employed  in  any  of  ihe  departments  ofthe 
General  Post  Office,  shall  unlavrfiuly  detain,  delay, 
or  open  any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  letters 
with  which  he  shall  be  entrusted,  or  which  shall 
have  come  to  bis  possession,  and  which  are  in- 
tended to  be  conveyed  by  post,  or  if  any  such  per- 
son shall  secrete,  embezzle,  or  destroy  any  letter 
or  packet  entrusted  to  him  as  aforesaid,  andwhick 
shul  not  contain  any  security  for,  or  assurance 
relating  (o,  money,  as  hereinafter  described,  every 
such  offender,  being  thereof  duly  convicted,  shall, 
for  every  such  offence,  be  fined  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  dollars,  or  imprisoned  not  exceeding 
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six  months,  or  both,  according  to  the  circunulBucea 
tudaggravaliDDs  of  the  offence.  Andifany  persoa 
employed  as  aforesaid,  shall  secrete,  embezzle,  or 
destroy  any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  letters, 
with  whicn  he  shall  be  entrusted,  or  which  shall 
have  come  to  his  possession,  and  are  intended  to 
be  conveyed  by  past,  contaiDing  any  bank  note, 
or  bank  post  bill,  bill  of  exchange,  warrant  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  note  of  assignment 
of  slock  in  ibe  funds,  letters  of  attorney  for  re- 
ceiviug  annuities  or  dividends,  or  for  sellins  stock 
in  the  funds,  or  for  receiving  the  intereit  loereof, 
or  anyletlerofcredit,arnotefor,or  relating  Co,  pay' 
ment  of  moneys,  or  any  bond  or  warrant,  draught, 
bill,  or  promissory  note  wbatsoerer,  for  the  pay' 
ment  or  money;  or  if  any  such  person,  employ- 
ed as  aforesaid,  shall  steal  or  take  any  of  the  same 
out  of  any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  letters, 
th&t  shall  come  to  his  possession,  he  shall,  on  con- 
viction for  any  such  oQence,  be  publicly  whipped 
not  exceeding  forty  stripes,  and  be  imprisoned 


Slates,  shall  quit  or  desert  the  saiae,  before  his 
arrival  at  the  next  post  office,  every  such  person 
•0  offending  slmil  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding five  bundred  dollars  for  every  such  of- 
fence. And  if  any  person  concerned  in  carry' 
ing  the  mail  of  the  United  States,  shall  collect, 
receive,  or  carry  any  letter  or  packet,  or  shall 
cause  or  procure  the  same  to  be  done,  contrary 


tbis  act,  every  inch  offender  shall  forfeit  and  pay, 
for  every  sucn  offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty 
dollai 


Ssc.15.  Andbeitjurtlterenacled,  That  if  any 
persOQ  shall  rob  any  carrier  of  the  mail  of  the 
United  Slates,  or  other  person  entrusted  there- 
with, of  such  mail,  or  of  part  thereof,  such  offender 
or  offenders  shall,  on  conviction,  be  publicly  whip- 
ped, not  exceeding  forty  lashes,  and  b^'imprisoned 
pot  exceeding  (en  years  ;  and  if  convicted  a  se- 
cond time  of  a  like  offence,  he  or  they  shall  suffer 
death.  Or  if,  in  effecting  such  robbery  of  the 
mail,  the  first  time,  the  oSender  shall  mucn  wound 
the  person  having  the  custody  thereof,  or  put  his 
life  in  jeopardy  by  the  use  of  dangerous  weapons, 
Mich  oncnder  or  offenders  shall  suffer  death.  And 
if  any  person  shall  attempt  to  rob  the  mail  of  the 
United  States,  by  falling  upon  the  person  having 
custody  thereof,  shooting  at  him  or  bis  horses, 
or  threatening  him  with  dangerou.^  weapons, 
and  the  robbery  is  not  effected,  every  sucn  ol- 
fender,  on  conviction  thereof^  shall  be  pnoisbed 
by  whipping,  not  exceeding  thirty  lashes,  or  with 
imprisonment,  not  exceeding  two  years^  or  with 
botn,  according  to  the  diacreiion  of  the  court 
before  whom  such  conviction  is  bad.  And  if 
any.  person  (ball  &(eal  the  mail,  or  shall  steal 
take  from  or  out  of  any  mail,  or  from  or  o 
of  my  post  office,  any  letter  or  packet,  or  if  any 
penon  shall  take  the  mail,  or  any  letter  or  packet 
therefrom,  or  from  any  post  office  whether  with 
or  without  the  consent  of  the  person  havitig  cus- 
tody thereof,  and  shall  open,  embezzle,  or  destroy 
any  such  mail,  letter  or  packe(|  the  same  contain- 
ing auy  article  of  value,  or  evidence  of  any  debt. 


duCj  demand,  tight,  orclaim,orif  anypersonitnll, 
by  fraud  or  deception,  obtain  from  any  perwn  lii'- 
ing  custody  thereof,  any  mail,  tetter,  or  peclut, 
containins  any  article  of  value,  or  evideaccibtn- 
of  such  offender  or  offenders,  on  coDvielioB  iLm- 
of,  shall  be  whipped,  not  exceeding  thirty  bsk^ 
or  imprisoned,  not  exceeding  two  years,  oibmb. 

the  discretion  of  the  court  before  whom  nd 
conviction  is  had.  And  if  an^  person  shall  lake 
toy  letter  or  packet,  not  eonlamingany  inicleof 
ralue  or  evidence  thereof,  out  of  a  pofit  office,  oi 
iball  open  any  letter  or  packet  whiA  shsll  hir« 
been  in  a  post  office,  or  in  the  cuatodf  of  tmul 
r,  before  it  shall  have  been  delivered  lo  tbe 
to  whom  it  is  directed,  with  design  to  ob- 
the  correspondence,  to  pry  into  anfAlia*i 
business,  or  secrets,  or  shall  secrete,  embeolr.or 
destroy  any  such  mail,  letter,  or  packet, sucLolnt- 
der,  upon  conviction,  shall  pay  for  every  nch  ot- 
feoce  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  handled  liolltn. 
Pronided  alio,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbit 
every  person  who  shall  be  imprisoned  by  i  JD%- 
it  of  court  under  tbe  14tb  and  15th  seeiiiuucf 
act,  shall  be  kept  at  hard  labor  duiiagtiie 
period  of  such  imprisonment. 

Sec.  le.  And  be  it  Jwlher  enacUd,  Thst  tk 
postmasters  shall,  respectively,  publish,  at  the  ei- 
of  every  three  montns,  or  ofleoer.  vixa 
oasler  Geneial  shall  so  direct,  io  onttf 
the  newspapers  published  at  or  nearest  tb«  phee 
of  his  residence,  for  three  successive  weeks,  a  lid 
of  ail  tbe  letters  remaining  in  their  respecurt 
offices,  or,  instead  thereof,  shall  make  out  a  nwDbu 
of  such  lists,  and  cause  tnem  to  be  posted  ai  mA 
public  places  in  their  vicinity,  as  shall  apptuu 
them  best  adapted  for  the  information  of  the  pittiB 
concerned;  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  neililitM 
months,  shall  send  such  of  the  said  letters,  ac  dm 
remain  on  hand  as  dead  letters,  to  the  Genenl 
Post  Office,  where  the  same  shall  be  opeDcdtad 
inspected;  and  if  any  valuable  papers  or  wtivJ 
consequence  shall  be  found  therein,  it  shall  btue 
duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  return  ^ 
letter  to  the  writer  thereof,  or  cause  a  descnpQt 
list  thereof  to  beinserted  in  one  of  theoein|aptts 
published  at  tbe  place  most  convenient  to  tlie^tr' 
posed  residence  of  the  onnei.if  within  the  L'oii" 
States;  and  such  letter,  and  the  contents,  ihalllt 
preserved,  to  be  ddivered  to  the  person  to  wbun lit 
same  shall  be  addressed,  upon  payment  of  tkepW- 
age,  and  the  expense  of  publication.  And  if  i^  . 
letter,  with  its  contents,  be  not  demanded  by  ibepB- 
sou  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  or  the  owner  thecHt 
or  his  lawful  agent,  within  two  years  after  ibcii- 
verlisement  thereof  as  aforesaid,  the  said  cooiflB  . 
shall  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  United  Sux^  | 
until  the  same  shall  be  reclaimed  by  the  pro^iw- 
tor  thereof.  The  manner  of  such  applieiuiiiiii°  , 
be  specially  stated  by  the  Postmaster  Qenenlu  | 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Sec.  17.  And  be  U  further  eruicted,  That  ltn« 
and  packets  to  and  from  the  following  i^rend 
the  United  States,  skall  be  received  and  couicta 
by  post,  free  of  postage:  Each  postuusier,  }» 
videdeacb  ofhii  letters  or  packets  shall  nt' 
ceed  half  an  ounce  in  weight,  each  member  i 
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Senate  and  Houae  of  Representatives  of  the  Con- 
gress uf  the  Uoited  Slates,  ibe  Seciecaiy  of  the 
Seuale  aod  Clerk  of  (be  House  of  Represeniatives, 
provided  each  letter  or  packet  shall  not  exceed  two 
ounces  ia  weight,  and  during  their  actual  atteU' 
daoce  in  any  se&sioo  of  Congress,  and  IweDty 
davs  after  such  HEsion;  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  Vice  President^  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  ;  Cooiptroller;  Auditor ;  Roister;  Trea- 
)Dier;  CommissioQer  of  the  Revenue ;  Supervisois 
of  the  Revenue ;  lospectorsof  (he  Revenue;  Com- 
mi^ioners  for  direct  taxes;  Purveyor;  the  Secre- 
Ury  of  Warj  Accouatanl  of  the  War  Office; 
the  Secretary  of  Slate;  the  Secretary  of  the  Na- 
vy, and  Accountant  of  the  Navy ;  the  Postmas- 
ter Oeneiat;  Assistant  Postmaster  Gteneral:  aod 
they  may  all  receive  their  newspapers  by  posti 
free  of  postage:  PnmdeiLThii  the  memWs  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  shall  receive  their  newspapers 
free  of  postage  only  during  any  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  twenty  davs  after  the  expiratieo  of  the 
same:  And  provided,  That  no  letter  ot  packet 
from  any  public  officer  shall  be  conveyed  by  post, 
free  of  postage,  unless  be  shall  frank  the  same,  by 
writing  bis  name  and  office  on  the  outside  of  sucti 
letter  or  packet,  and  until  be  has  previously  furnish' 
ed  the  postmaster  of  the  office  where  be  shall  de- 
posite  the  same,  with  a  specimen  of  liis  signature; 
Provideti,  al»o,  That  all  letters  and  packages  to 
and  frotn  George  Washington,  late  President  ot 
the  United  States,  shall  continue  to  be  received 
and  conveyed  by  post,  free  of  postage. 

Sec- 18.  And  be  U  further  enad^,  That  if  any 

Krson  shall  frank  letters  other  than  those  written 
himself,  or  by  his  order,  on  the  business  of  his 
o&ce  he  snail,  on  conviction  thereof,  pay  a  fine  of 
tea  dollar*:  Provided,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Secretary  of  State,  Secretary  of  War, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  Poelmaster  General, 
may  frank  letters  or  packets  on  official  bu&iness, 
prepared  in  any  other  public  office,  in  the  absence 
of  tbe  principal  thereof.  And  if  any  person  hav- 
ing the  right  to  receive  his  letters  free  of  postage, 
shall  receive  enclosed  lo  him  any  letter  or  packet 
addressed  to  a  person  not  having  that  right,  it 
shall  be  bis  duty  lo  return  the  same  lo  the  post 
office,  marking  thereon  the  place  from  whence  it 
came,  tbat  it  may  be  chargeil  with  postage.  And 
if  any  person  shall  counterfeit  the  haDd-writing  or 
frank  of  aoy  person,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  done 
in  order  to  evade  the  payment  of  postage,  each 
in  so  offending  shall  pay  for  every  such  of- 
t  fifty  dollars. 
a  EC.  19.  Jnd  be  i(>r(Ae/- enacted.  That  every 
printer  of  newspapers  may  send  one  paper  to  eacn 
and  ever^  other  printer  of  newspapers  within  the 
Uoitcd  Stales,  free  of  postage,  under  such  regula- 
lioDS  as  the  Postmaster  General  shall  provide. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  fwlher  enacted,  That  all 
newspapers  conveyed  in  the  mail  shall  be  under 
cover,  open  at  one  end,  and  charged  with  a  postage 
of  one  cent  each,  for  any  distance  not  more  than 
one  liiiDdred  miles,  and  one  and  an  half  cent 
any  greater  distance:  Proviikd,  That  the  postage 


newspaper,  from  any  oqc  place  to  an- 
other  ia  ihe  same  State,  shall  not  exceed  one  cent} 
1(1  that  ihe  Postmaster  General  may  make  such 
regulations  as  to  require  those  who  receive  news- 
papers  by  post,  to  pay  always  the  amount  of  one 
quarter's  postage  In  advance. 

If  any  jierson  employed  in  any  department  of 
the  Post  Office  shall  improperly  detain,  delay,  em- 
bezzle or  destroy  any  newspaper,  or  snail  permit 
any  other  person  to  do  the  like,  or  shall  open  or 
permit  any  other  to  open  any  mail  ot  packet  of 
newspapers,  not  directed  to  the  office  where  he  is 
'"  '  he  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  forfeit 
t  exceeding  fifty  dollats  for  every  sncb 
oSence.  And  if  any  other  person  shall  open  any 
mail  or  packet  of  newspapers,  or  shall  embezzle  or 
destroy  the  same,  not  being  directed  to  himself,  or 
— '  being  authorized  to  receive  and  open  thesam^ 
ihaW,  on  conviction  thereof,  pay  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  dollars  for  every  such  offence. 
And  irany  person  shall  lake  or  steal  any  packed 
mail  of  newspapers  from  or  out  of  any  p'"' 


SJ 


Sffi.'; 


r  from  any  person  having  custody  thereof, 

,uch  person  shall,  on  conviction,  be  impiisone4, 

~ ',  exceeding  three  months  for  every  such  offence, 

be  kept  at  hard  labor,  during  the  period  of 

such  imprisonment. 

If  any  person  sball  enclose  or  conceal  a  letter  ar 
other  ihing.  or  any  memorandum  in  writing,  in  a 
newspaper,  or  among  any  package  of  newspapers, 
which  he  shall  have  delivered  into  any  post  oilica, 
or  lo  any  person  for  that  purpose,  in  order  that 
tbesame  may  be  carried  by  post, free ofletier  post- 
age, he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  dollars  for 
every  such  offence :  and  the  letter,  newspaper, 
package,  memorandum,  or  other  thing,  shall  not 


be  delivered  U 


s  directed. 


til  the  amount  of  single  teller  postage  is  paid 
for  each  article  of  which  the  package  shall  |>e 

No  newspapers  shall  be  received  by  the  pocl- 
masiers,  to  be  conveyed  by  the  post,  unless  they  are 
sufficiently  dried  and  enclosed  in  proper  wrappers, 
on  which,  besides  the  direction,  shaJl  be  noted  the 
number  of  papers  which  are  enclosed  for  subsori* 
hers,  and  the  number  for  printers. 

The  Postmaster  General,  in  any  coiitract  he 
may  enter  into  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail, 
may  authorize  the  person  with  whom  such  con- 
tract is  to  be  made,  to  carry  newspapers,  mam- 
zioes,  and  pamphlets,  other  than  those  conveyed  in 
the  mail. 

When  Ihe  mode  of  conveyaace,  and  the  size  of 
the  mails  will  admit  of  ii,  magazines  and  pamph- 
lets may  be  transported  in  the  mail  at  one  cent  B 
sheet,  for  any  distance  not  exceeding  fifty  mile*; 
at  one  cent  and  a  half  for  any  distance  over  fifty 
and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  miles;  and  two 
cents  for  any  greater  distance. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Postmaster  General  be  authorized  to  allow  to 
the  postmaster^  respectively,  such  commission  on 
the  moneys  arising  from  the  postages  of  letMn 
and  packetsas  shalTbe  adequate  to  their  respective 
services  and  expenses:  Provided,  That  the  said 
conunis'-ion  shall  not  exceed  thirty  per  cent,  on 
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(be  first  hundred  dollars  collected  in  one  quarter; 
and  twenty-Sve  per  cent,  od  a  sum  over  one 
hundred,  aud  nol  more  than  three  hundred;  and 
twenty  per  cent,  on  any  sum  over  four  hundred 
and  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars;  and  eight 
pCT  cent,  on  any  sum  collected,  being  OTer  two 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars ;  except  to  the  post- 
masters, who  may  he  employed  in  recei  ring  and 
ilespatcoing  foreign  mails,  whose  compensation 
may  be  augmented,  not  exceeding  tweniy'five  dol- 
larx  in  one  qaerteri  and  escepiing  to  the  post' 
masters,  at  offices  where  (he  mail  is  regularly  lo 
arrire  between  (he  houra  of  nine  o'clock  at  tught 
and  five  o'clock  in  the  morning;  whose  commission 
on  the  first  hundred  di  liars,  collected  in  one  quar- 
ter, may  be  increased  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty 
per  cent.  The  Postmaater  General  Tnay  allow 
to  the  postmasters,  respectively,  a  commission  of 
fiifty  per  eeat.  on  the  moneys  arising  from  (he 
postages  of  newspapers,  magazines,  and  pamph' 
lets;  and  to  (he  postmasters,  whose  compensation 
■hall  not  exceed  nre  hundred  dollars  in  one  quar- 
ter, two  cents  for  every  free  letter  delivered  out  of 
the  office,  excepting  such  as  are  for  (he-posimas- 
ter  himself;  and  each  postmaster,  who  shall  be 
required  lo  keep  a  register  of  (he  arrival  and  de- 
parture of  the  mails,  shall  be  allowed  ten  cents 
for  each  monthly  return  which  lie  makes  thereof 
to  the  General  Pos(  Office. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  jf  any 
postmaster,  or  other  person,  authorized  to  receive 
the  postages  of  letters  and  packets,  shall  aegiec( 
or  refuse  to  render  his  accounts,  and  pay  over  to 
the  Postmaster  General  the  balance  bv  nim  doe 
at  the  end  of  every  three  months,  ii  shall  he  the 
duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  cause  a  suit  to 
be  commenced  against  the  person  or  personsso 
neglecting  or  refosing  ;  ana  if  the  Postmaster 
General  shall  not  cause  such  suit  to  be  commenced 
within  six  months  from  the  end  of  every  such 
three  months,  the  balances  due  from  every  such 
delinquent  shall  be  charged  to,  and  recoverable 
from,  the  Postmaster  General. 

That  all  suits  which  shall  be  hereafter  com- 
menced for  the  recovery  of  debts  or  balances  due 
to  the  General  Post  Office,  whether  they  appear  by- 
bond  or  obligations  made  in  the  name  of  the  ex- 
isting, or  any  preceding  Postmaster  General,  or 
otiierwise,  shall  be  instituted  in  the  name  of  the 
"Postmaster  General  of  the  United  Stales." 

That  certified  copies,  under  the  seal  of  the  Gen- 
eral Post  Office,  of  the  accounts  current  of  the 
■everal  postmasters,  after  the  same  sballhave  been 
examined  and  adjusted  at  that  office,  shall  be  ad- 
mitted as  evidence  in  all  suits  brought  by  the 
Postmaster  General  for  the  recovery  of  balances 
or  debts  due  from  postmasters,  and  in  like  manner 
copies  of  such  accounts  current  as  are  lodged  in 
the  office  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  certi- 
fied by  the  Register  under  (he  seal  of  bis  office, 
ahall  be  admiKeo  as  evidence. 

8bc.  23.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted.  That  if  any 
postmaster,  or  other  person,  who  shall  receive  and 


in  the  form  and  manner  prescribed  by  law,  and  by 


the  Pos( master  General's  instntclioils  coDronni- 
bte  therewith,  he  shall  forfeit  double  the  value  of 
the  postages  which  shall  have  arisen  at  the  aae 
office,  in  any  equal  portion  of  time  pievioDS  or 
subsequent  thereto;  or  in  ease  no  aecaQnts slull 
have  oeen  rendered  at  the  time  of  trial  of  sutli 
ease,  then  such  sum  as  the  court  and  jury  shill 
estimate  equivalent  thereto,  to  be  recovered  b^  tbt 
PostmEUiter  General  in  an  action  on  the  case. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  ill 
pecuniary  penalties  ana  forfeitures  incurred  under 
this  act,  shall  be,  one  half  for  the  use  of  the  pa- 
son  or  persons  informing  and  prosecuting  for  the 
same,  and  the  other  halt  lo  the  use  of  the  Unitej 
Sutes. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thii  il 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  nakf 
provision,  where  il  may  be  necessary,  fot  ihe  re- 
ceipt of  all  letters  and  packages  intendeil  tolw 
conveyed  by  any  ship  or  vessel  beyrad  sea.  m 
from  any  port  in  the  United  States,  to  anotha 
port  therein;  and  the  letters  so  received. sbilll* 
formed  into  a  mail,  sealed  up,  and  directed  m  ite 
postmaster  of  the  port  to  which  such  ship  or  '«• 
sel  shall  be  bound.  And  for  every  letter  or  patt 
el  so  received,  there  shall  be  paid,  at  the  time  of 
its  reception,  a  postage  of  one  cent,  which  stoD 
be  for  the  use  of  the  postmasters  respectively  r^ 
ceiving  the  same.  And  the  Postmaster  Gewnl 
may  make  arrangements  with  the  posimastenii 
an  V  foreign  country,  for  the  reciprocal  receipt  iwl 
delivery  of  letters  and  packets  through  ihepcst 

Sec.  26.  And  iw  Ufurth^  enacted,  Ttiaitbc 
postmasters,  and  the  persons  employed  in  ibt 
transportation  of  the  mail,  shall  be  exempt  frm 
militia  duties,  and  serving  on  juries,  or  any  in 
or  penalty  for  neglect  thereof. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  it fitrther  enacted,  Tbailpritt 
carriers  shall  be  employed  at  such  poslcffiww 
the  Postmaster  General  shall  direct,  for  (be  dtft^ 
ery  of  leders  in  the  places  respectivelj  »iif 
such  post  offices  are  established;  and  for  title- 
livery  of  each  such  letter,  (he  letter  carnerMI 
receive  of  the  person  lo  whom  the  del i 'err  « 
made  Iwo  cents:  Provided,  That  no  leKeribill 
be  delivered  to  such  letter  carrier  for  distriboiiiB. 
addressed  to  any  person  who  shall  have  lodml  U 
the  post  office  a  written  request  that  his  te"^ 
shall  be  detained  in  the  office.  And  forererylH- 
ter  lodged  at  any  post  office,  not  lo  be  caniedh 
pos(,  but  to  be  delivered  at  the  place  where  im 
(0  be  so  lodged,  the  postmaster  shall  receire  o» 
cent  of  the  person  to  whom  it  ahall  be  drfi'ew'- 

Sec.  28.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  Thai" 
causes  of  action  arising  under  this  acinwii' 
sued,  and  all  offenders  a^inst  this  act  nnyl* 
prosecuted,  before  the  justices  of  the  peaee.  ni»f 
istrales,  and  o(her  judicial  courts  of  the  Kteni 
Slates,  ond  of  the  several  Territories  of  the  CnitM 
Stales,  they  haying  competent  jurisdiclioii  by  IM 
laws  of  such  Slates  or  Territories,  lo  the  irial  f 


)  and  demands  of  a: 


great 


value,  and  of 


prosecutions  where  the  punishments  art  of 

great  extent;  and   such  justices,    magislrain." 

judiciary,  shall  uke  cognizance  thereof,  lad  p 
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cfed  to  judgment  t 

Sec.  29.  And  be  iljurtker  ettacted,  That  in  all 
suits  for  causes  arising  under  this  act,  the  court 
sball  proceed  to  trJBl,  and  render  jadgmeai  the 
first  term  after  nich  suit  shall  be  coramenced : 
Provided  o/wajw,  That  whenever  service  of  the 

trocess  shall  not  hare  been  made  twenty  days,  at 
:ist,  prerious  to  the  return  day  at  sncb  term, 
the  defendant  shall  be  entitled  to  one  continuance, 
if  the  court,  on  the  statement  of  such  defendant, 
shall  judffe  it  expedient:  Provided  alto.  That  if 
the  defendant  io  soch  suits  shall  make  affidavit 
thai  he  has  a  claim  against  the  GcDeral  Post  Of- 
fice, not  allowed  by  the  Postmaster  Oeoeral,  al- 
though submitted  to  him  conformable  to  ihe  reg- 
utaiions  of  the  post  office,  and  shall  specify  such 
claim  in  the  affidavit,  and  that  he  could  not  he 
prepared  lor  the  trial  at  such  term  for  want  of  eV' 
idence,  the  courl  in  sach  case,  being  satisfied  in 
those  respects,  may  grant  a  coalinuance  until  the 
next  succeeding  term. 

Sbc.  30.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  it 
shall  be  the  daty  of  the  Postmaster  GeDeral  id 
report,  annually,  to  Congress,  every  post  road 
wbicb  shall  not,  aftei  the  second  year  from  its  es- 
tablishment, have  prodnced  one  third  of  (he  ex- 
pense of  carrying  ibe  mail  on  the  same. 

Sec.  31.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  April  next,  the  several 
clauses  and  provisions,  excepting  the  first  and 
second  sections  thereof,  of  an  act.  entitled  "An 
aci  to  establish  the  Post  Officeand  post  roads  with- 
in the  United  States,"  and  the  sereral  clauses, 
provision)!,  aad  sections  of  an  act  (evceptin^  the 
nrst  and  second  sections  ihereof)  entitled,  *'  An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
establish  the  Post  Office  and  post  roads  within 
the  United  States,"  approved  the  third  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hnndted  and  ninety-seven, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed  ; 
Provided,  Tbai  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  constiued  to  exonerate  any  person  who  shall 
not  hare  performed  the  duty,  or  who  shall  have 
violated  any  of  the  prohibitions  contained  in  the 
said  acts,  from  suits  or  prosecutions;  but  as  to  all 
bonds,  coatracb,  debts,  demands,  rights,  penaliies, 
panishmeDts,  which  have  been  made,  have  arisen, 
□r  have  been  mcutred,  or  which  shall  be  made, 
irise,  or  beincunedpreviousio  the  first  day  of  May 
next,  the  said  acts  sball  have  the  same  force  and 
>fiect  as  thoush  this  act  had  not  been  made  :  Pro- 
rided  alao,  That  the  Postmaster  Oeneral,  deputv 
postmasters,  contractors  for  carrying  the  mail, 
ind  others  employed  under  the  aforesaid  acts, 
•hall  continue  to  hold  their  several  officer,  ap- 
mintmeiits,  and  tnists,funtil  they  are  otherwise 
emored  ;  anything  herein  contained  that  might 
)e  coastrued  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding; 
>Dd  also  the  bonds  which  they,  or  either  of  them 
tare  or  may  zire  for  the  faithful  execution  oj 
heir  sereral  duties  and  i^ces,  shall  continue  tc 
lbtb  the  same  force  and  effect,  to  all  intenu  and 
lurposes,  after  the  said  first  day  of  May  next,  s 
bouffh  this  act  had  not  been  made. 
Approved  March  2,  1799. 


An  act  making  ippropriationi  for  the  sapport  of  the 

MUituy  Establiabment,  for  the  year  one  thovMitd 

seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  Thai  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  Stales,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  ;  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers  and 
men  ;  bounties  and  premiums;  the  clothing. 
hospital,  ordnance,  quar  term  aster's,  and  Indian 
departments  ;  the  defensive  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers ;  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  the  payment  of  military  pensions,  the 
■om  of  one  million  five  hundred  ana  forty-seven 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  aineieen  dollars,  be 
and  hereby  is  aporopriaied'';  that  is  to  say : 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates. 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  loriy-five  thousand 
two  hundred  and  twenty-foar  dollars. 

For  the  subsistence  of  the  officers  of  the  army, 
fifty-six  thousand  three  hundred  and  seveniy-sii 
dollars. 

For  the  subsistence  of  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates,  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
and  seventy-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  dollars. 

Tor  forage,  the  sum  of  seventeen  thousand  one 
bnndred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  equipments  for  one  company  of  cavalry, 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  horses  for  the  cavalry,  to  replace  those 
which  may  die,  or  become  unnt  for  service,  the 
sum  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  clothing,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-seven thousand  four  hundred  and  fifiy  dollars. 

For  bounties  and  premiums,  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars. 

Fur  the  hospital  deportment,  the  sum  of  twelve 
thousand  dollant. 

For  the  ordnance  department,  the  sum  of  eigh- 
ty-one thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

For  the  quartermaslei's  department,  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Indian  department,  the  following  sums, 
that  is  IO  ray : 

For  promoting  civilization  among  the  Indian 
tribra,  and  pay  of  temporary  agents,  the  sum  of 
fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expense  attending  the  running  of  the 
line  of  demarcation  between  the. Indian  territory 
and  the  United  Slates,  including  the  pay  of  com- 
missioners, surveyors,  and  assistants,  the  sum  of 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  for  presents  to  Indians, 
on  their  visiu  to  the  seat  of  Government,  expenses 
attending  their  journeys,  and  during  their  stay  at 
the  seat  of  Government  the  sum  often  thousand 


For  rations  to  Indians  at  the  different  military 
posts,  and  within  their  reyjeclive  nations,  the  sum 
of  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  defensive  protection  pf  the  frontiers  of 
the  United  States,  including  the  erection  and  re- 
pair of  forts  and  tortifications,  the  sum  of  sixty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  Ions  of  stores,  allowances  to  officers  on  be- 
ing indered  to  distant  commands,  and  for  special 
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puTpoiea,  advertiiitig  &Dd  apprebeoding  deseilers, 
pfiDUog,  purcbasbg  of  maps,  and  other  coiitiD)teD- 
cies,  the  sum  or  ivreDtr  ihoiuand  dollan. 

For  ihe  aDniul  Bllowaiice  lo  [be  iayalids  of  the 
Uoited  States,  foi  their  peasioDO,  from  the  Gftb 
day  of  Marcb,  oae  ihoiuand  sevea  hundred  and 
ninety -nine,  10  ihe  fourth  day  of  March.one  ihoui' 
and  eight  hundred,  the  sura  of  nioety-tbree  thous- 
and four  hundred  doUan. 

Sbc.  2.  AndbeUJurlbtreaacUd,  That  fot  the 
additional  Army  oi  the  United  States,  the  follow- 
ing sams.  incluaing  the  auin  ofoine  hundred  thou- 
■aad  dollars,  already  appropriated  on  account,  be, 
and  are  hereby,  respectively,  appropriated,  that  is 
to  say: 

For  the  pay  and  lubaiateoce  of  the  officen.  non- 
commiHioned  officers,  and  privates,  the  sum  of 
one  million  six  hundred  thousand  four  hundred 
and  forty-three  dollars : 

For  forage,  the  sum  of  fortv-fire  thousand  four 
hundred  and  serentv-eigbi  dollars : 

For  bounties  ana  premiums,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  and  sixteen  dol- 
Ian:  I 

For  clothing,  tiro  hundred  and  forty  one  ibou- 
Mod  one  hundred  dollars ; 

For  the  ezpeose  of  bones  and  equipments  for 
tbedraffoonsgthesum  of  fifty-eight  thousand  seven 
hundrea  and  ninety-three  dollars : 

For  the  hospital  department,  the  sum  offtHiy 
thousand  dollars: 

For  the  Quartermasier's  department,  the  sum  of 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars: 

For  contingent  expenses,  the  sum  of  twenty 
tlioiuaDd  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itfitrther  enacted,  That  the  fore- 
going eppropriatioas  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  mo- 
neys in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Sutn,  not 
Otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  Match  2,  )799. 


Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  on  information  being 
given   to   the   President   of  the   United    States, 

eoviag  satisfactorily  lohitn  thatanycitizenof  the 
nited  States  who  shall  have  been  or  may  be 
found  on  board  any  vessel  of  war  of  either  of  the 
Powers  at  war  with  tbe  French  Republic,  and  who 
shall  be  impressed  or  forced  by  violence  or  threats 
to  enter  on  board  such  vessel,  bath  suffered  death, 
or  hath  received  other  corporal  punishment,  or 
shall  be  imprisoned  with  unusual  severity,  bv  order 
of  the  Executive  Directory  of  the  French  ftepub- 
*'~  ~ir  of  any  officer  oraeent  acting  under  their 
in  pursuance  of  s       '  "  "' 

Drv, or  lawof  the  Fre  .  ..._,_.   

be  lawful  for  tbe  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  be  is  hereby  empowered  and  required,  to  cause 
the  most  rigorous  retaliation  to  be  executed  on 
■my  such  citizens  of  the  French  Republic  as  hare 
been  or  hereafter  may  be  captured  in  pursuance 
of  any  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
Approved,  Match  3, 1799. 


Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  following  boundary 
line,  established  by  treaiy  between  ue  United 
States  and  various  Indian  tribes,  shall  be  clearly 
ascertained,  and  distinctly  marked,  in  all  such 
place*  as  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  shall 
deem  necessary,  and  in  such  manner  as  he  shall 
direct,  lo  wil :  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cay- 
ahogo  river,  on  Lake  Erie,  and  rnnniog  thence  up 
tbe  same  to  the  portage  between  that  and  the  Tns- 
caruras  branch  of  the  Muskingum  ;  thence,  down 
that  branch  to  tbe  cross! ng-place  above  Fort  Law- 
rence ;  Ihence  westwardly  to  a  fork  of  that  bra.uch 
of  the  Great  Miami  river,  running  into  the  Ohit^ 
at  or  near  which  fork  stood  Laromie'n  More,  and 
where  commences  the  portage  between  the  Mi- 
ami of  tbe  Ohio,  and  Saint  Mary's  river,  which  is 
a  branch  of  the  Miami,  which  runs  into  L.ak« 
Erie;  thence  a  westwardly  course  to  Fort  Recov- 
ery, which  stands  on  a  branch  of  the  Wabash; 
thence  south  westwardly  in  a  direct  line  to  the 
Ohio,  so  as  to  intersect  that  river  opposite  the 
mouthof  Kentucky  or  Cuttawarivei;  thence  down 
the  said  river  Ohio,  to  the  tract  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  acres,  near  the  rapids  of  the  Ohio, 
which  nas  been  assigned  to  Gknersl  Clarke,  far 
the  use  of  himself  and  his  warriors;  thence  around 
the  said  tract,  on  the  line  of  the  said  tract,  till  it 
shall  agaiii  intersect  the  said  river  Ohio;  ibence 
down  the  same,  to  a  point  opposite  the  high  lands 
or  ridge  between  the  mouth  of  the  Cumberland 
and  Tennessee  rivers;  ibence  southeutwardly 
,  sint  from  whence  a  south- 
ilrike  tbe  mouth  of  Duck  rivet ; 
thence  still  eastwardly  on  the  said  ridge,  to  a  point 
forty  miles  above  Nashville ;  ihence  northeai'l.  lo 
Cumberland  river;  thence  up  the  said  river,  te 
where  the  Kentucky  road  crosses  the  tame;  tbenec 
to  theCumberland  mountain,  at  the  poioloT Camp- 
bell's line;  thence  in  a  south  westwardly  direc- 
tion along  the  foot  of  tbe  Cumberland  mountains 
to  Emery's  river ;  ihence  down  the  same  to  its 
junction  with  the  river  Clinch ;  thence  down 
the  river  Clinch  lo  Hawkins's  line;  ibence  along 
the  same  to  a  while  oak,  marked  "  one  mile 
tree}"  thence  south  fiftv-onc  degrees  west,  three 
hundred  and  tweniy-eignt  chains,  to  a  large  ash 
tree  on  (be  bank  of  the  river  TenoesAee,  one  mile 
below  Southwest  Point;  ihence  up  the  northeast 
margin  of  the  river  Tennessee  (not  including 
island)  lo  the  Wild  Cat  rock  below  Tellieo  block- 
house; thence  in  a  direct  line  to  tbe  Militia  Spring 
near  the  Maiyville  road  leading  from  TeUico; 
ihence  from  the  said  Spring  to  the  Chilhowee 
mountain,  by  a  line  so  to  be  run,  as  will  leave  all 
the  farms  on  Nine-mile  creek  to  the  northward 


line;  thence  along  the  said  line  to  the  Great  Iron 
mountain ;  and  from  the  top  of  which  a  line  to  be 
continued  in  a  southeastwardly  course  to  wbeie 
the  most  southern  branch  of  Little  river  crosMs 
the  divisional  line  to  Tugaloo  river;  thence  alos( 
tbe  South  Carolina  Indian  boundary,  to  and  over 
the  Ocunna  mountain,  in  a  southwest  course  to 
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Togaloo  nier;  thence  m  a  direct  IIdb  to  the  top 
orCarraheemouDiaiii,  where  the  creek  line  p&sses 
it ;  ibeoce  to  the  head  or  source  of  the  main  south 
branch  of  the  Oconee  river, called  the  Appalacheej 
theoce  down  the  middle  of  the  said  main  south 
branch  and  river  Oconee,  to  its  conflueace  with 
Oatmulgee,  which  forms  the  river  Altamaha; 
thence  down  the  luidille  of  the  said  Altamaha,  to 
the  old  line  on  the  said  river ;  and  thence  along 
ihe  said  old  line  to  [he  river  Saint  Mary's:  Pro- 
tidfd,  alteays.  That  if  the  boundary  line  betweea 
the  said  Indian  tribes  aad  the  United  States  shall, 


and  the  United  Slates^  then  all  the  provi 
lained  in  this  act  shall  he  construed  to  apply  to 
the  said  line  so  to  be  varied,  io  the  same  manner 
as  said  provisions  apply  by  force  of  this  act  to  the 
boundary  line  hereinbefore  recited. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
ciliien  of,  or  other  person  resident  in,  the  United 
Stales,  or  either  of  the  territorial  districts  of  the 
United  States,  shall  cross  over  or  go  within  the 
said  boandary  line  to  hunt  or  in  anywise  destioy 
ibe  came,  or  shall  drive  or  otherwise  convey  any 
siDCE  of  horses  or  cattle  to  ranee  on  any  lands 
alloltedorsecuredby  treaty  with  the  United  Slates 
to  any  Indian  tribes,  he  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  ez- 
eeeding  one  hundred  dollars,  or  be  imprisoned  not 
exceeding  six  months. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  UJwiher  enacted,  That  if  any 
inch  citizen  or  other  person  shall  go  into  any  coun- 
try which  is  allotted  or  secured  by  treaty,  as  afore- 
said, to  any  of  the  Indian  tribes  south  of  the  river 
Ohio,  without  a  passport  first  had  and  obtained 
from  theGovernor  of  some  one  of  the  United  States, 
or  the  officer  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States  com- 
manding at  the  nearest  post  on  the  frontiers,  or 
such  other  person  as  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  may  from  time  to  time  authorize  to  grant 
lhesame,snanforfeita  sum  not  ezceeding  fifty  dol- 
lars, or  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  three  months. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  itjitrther  enacted^  That  if  any 
such  citizen  or  other  person  shall  go  into  any  town, 
selllement,  or  territory,  belonging  or  secured  by 
treaty  with  the  United  States  to  any  nation  or 
tribe  of  Indians,  and  shall  there  commit  robbery, 
larceny,  trespass,  or  other  crime,  against  the  per- 
son or  property  of  any  friendly  IndUan  or  Indians, 
wbich  would  be  punishable,  if  committed  within 
tbe  jurisdiction  of  any  State,  against  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States ;  or  unauthorized  by  law,  and 
with  a  hostile  intention,  shall  be  found  on  any 
Indian  land,  such  offender  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned 
not  ezceeding  twelve  months;  and  shall  also,  when 
property  is  taken  or  destroyed,  forfeit  and  pay  to 
tnch  Indian  or  Indians  to  whom  tbe  property  lalcen 
and  destroyed  belongs,  a  sum  equal  to  twice  the 
just  value  of  the  property  so  taken  or  destroyed. 
And  if  such  offender  shall  be  unable  to  pay  a  sum 
at  least  equal  to  the  said  just  value,  whatever  such 
payment  shall  fall  short  of  the  said  just  value,  shall 
De  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States : 
Provided,  nevertheleit,  That  do  such  Indian  shall 
be  entitled  to  any  payment  out  of  the  Treasury  of 


be  United  States  for  any  such  property  taken  or 
destroyed,  if  he.  or  any  of  the  nation  to  which  he 
belongs,  shall  nave  sought  private  revenge,  or 
attempted  to  obtain  satisfaction,  by  any  force  or 
violence. 
Sec.  5.  And  be  it  furtfier  enacted,  That  if  any 
ch  citizen,  or  other  person,  shall  make  a  settle- 
ent  on  any  lands  belonging, or  secured,  orgranl- 
ed,  by  treaty  with  the  United  States,  to  any  iDdian 
tribe,  or  shall  survey,  or  attempt  to  survey,  such 
lands,  or  designate  any  of  tbe  boundaries,  by  mark- 
ing trees,  or  otherwise,  such  oSender  ihair  forfeit 
all  his  right,  title,  and  claim,  if  any  he  has,  of 
whatsoever  nature  or  kind  the  same  shall  or  may 
be,  to  the  lands  aforesaid,  whereupon  he  shaU 
make  a  settlement,  or  which  be  shall  survey,  or 

S.  to  survey,  or  designaie  any  of  the  bound- 
ereof,  by  marking  trees  or  otherwise,  and 
shall  also  forfeit  a  sum  not  ezceeding  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  suffer  imprisonment,  not  exceed- 
ing twelve  months.  And  it  shall,  moreover,  be 
lawful  for  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  States  to 
take  such  measures,  and  to  employ  such  military 
force,  as  he  may  judge  necessary,  to  remove  from 
lands  beloaging,  or  secured  by  treaty,  as  aforesaid) 
to  any  Indian  tribe,  any  such  citizen  or  other 
person,  who  has  made  or  shall  hereafter  make,  or 
attempt  to  make,  a  settlement  thereon:  And  everr 
right,  title,  or  claim  forfeited  under  this  act,  shall 
be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  invested  in  the  United 
States,  upon  conviction  of  the  offender,  without 
any  other  or  further  proceeding. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
such  citizen,  or  other  person,  shall  go  into  any 
town,  settlement,  or  territory,  belonging  to  any 
nation  or  tribe  of  Indians,  and  shall  there  comnut 
murder,  by  killing  any  Indian  or  Indians  belong- 
ing to  any  nation  or  tribe  gf  Indians  in  amity 
with  the  United  States,  such  offender,  on  being 
thereof  convicted,  shall  suffer  death. 

Sec  7.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  no  sncb 
citizen,  or  other  person,  shall  be  permitted  to  re- 
side at  any  of  tbe  towns,  or  hunting  camps,  of  any 
of  tbe  ludian  tribes  as  a  trader,  without  a  license 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  department,  or  of  such  other  person  as  tba 
President  of  the  United  Slates  ehall  authorize  to 
grant  licences  for  that  purpose:  Which  superin- 
tendent, or  person  authorized,  shall,  on  application, 
issue  such  license,  for  a  term  not  ezceeding  two 
years,  who  shall  enter  into  bond,  with  one  or  more 
sureties,  approved  of  by  the  superintendent,  or 
person  issuing  such  license,  or  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  penal  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand  dollars,  condiiiuned  lor  tbe  true  and  faithful 
observance  of  such  regulations  and  restrictions  aa 
are  or  shall  be  made  ior  the  government  of  trada 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes:  And  th« 
superintendent,  or  person  issuing  such  license 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  recall  the 
same,  if  the  person  ko  licensed  shall  transgress  any 
of  the  regulations  or  restrictions  provided  for  the 

fovernment  of  trade  and  intercourse  with  tha 
ndian  tribes ;  and  shall  put  in  suit  such  bonds  ■* 
he  may  have  taken,  on  the  breach  of  any  coodi- 
tiou  therein  cosiaiaed. 
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Sec.  8.  And  be  U  farther  enaclfd.  Thai  aoy 
such  citizen  or  other  person,  who  shall  attempt  lo 
reside  in  tiay  tawn  or  huuCiDg  camp  of  soy  of  the 
iDcliau  tribes,  as  a  trader,  without  such  license, 
shall  forfeit  all  the  mercbandise  offered  for  sale,  to 
the  Indians,  or  found  in  his  possession,  and  shall, 
moreover,  be  liable  lo  a  fine  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  doUars,  and  to  imprisonment  not  exceed- 
ing thirty  days. 

Sec,  9.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted,  That  if  any 
luch  citizen,  or  other  person,  sball  purchase  or  re- 
ceive of  any  Indian,  in  the  way  of  trade  or  barter, 
a  gun,  or  other  article  comtnonly  used  in  huDtine, 
any  instrument  of  husbandry,  or  cooking  utensil, 
of  the  kind  usually  obtained  by  the  Indians,  in 
their  intercourse  with  white  people,  or  any  arti- 
cle of  clothing,  except  skios  or  furs,  he  shall  for- 
feit a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  and  be  im- 
prisoned not  exceeding  thirty  days. 

Sec.  10.  Andbe  it Jwther  enacted,  That  no  such 
citi/en,  or  other  person,  shall  be  permitted  to  pur- 
chase any  horse  of  an  Indian,  or  of  any  white 
man  in  the  Indian  territory,  without  special  li- 
cense for  that  purpose ;  which  license,  the  super- 
jolendent,  or  such  other  person  as  tlie  President 
shall  appoint,  is  hereby  auiDorized  to  grant,  on  the 
■ame  terms,  conditions,  and  restrictioos,  as  other 
licenses  are  to  be  cranted  under  this  act :  And 
any  such  nerson,  who  shall  purchase  a  horse  or 
horses,  under  such  license,  before  he  exposes  such 
Itorse  or  horses  for  sale,  and  within  fifteen  days 
after  (hey  have  been  brought  out  of  ibe  Indian 
eountry,Ehallmakea  particular  return  to  the  super- 
intendent or  other  person  from  whom  he  obtainea  his 
Ueerise.  of  every  horse  purchased  by  him  as  afore- 
said ;  aescribing  such  horse-  by  their  color,  height, 
and  other  natural  or  artificial  marks,  under  the 
penalty  contained  in  their  respective  bonds.  And 
every  such  person,  purchasing  a  horse  or  horses, 
as  aforesaid,  in  the  Indian  country,  without  a  spe- 
cial license,  shall,  for  every  horse  thus  purchased, 
■nd  brought  into  aoy  settlement  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding 
thirty  days.  And  every  person,  who  shall  pur- 
chase a  horse,  knowing  him  to  be  brought  out  of  i 
the  Indian  territory  by  any  persoo  or  persons  not  j 
licensed  as  above  to  purchase  the  same,  shall  for- 
feit the  value  of  such  horse.  . 

Sec.  11.  And  br.  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
agent,  superintendent,  or  other  person,  anihorized  I 
to  grant  a  license  to  trade,  or  purchase  horses,  shall  ' 
have  any  interest  or  concern  in  any  trade  with  the 
Indians,  or  in  the  purchase  or  sale  of  any  horse, 
to  or  from  any  Indian,  excepting  for  and  on  account 
of  the  United  States.  And  any  person  oflendin^ 
herein,  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars,  andbe  imprisoned  not  exceeding 
twelve  months. 

Sbc.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
purchase,  granl,leBse,orolher  conveyance  of  lands, 
or  of  any  title  or  claim  thereto,  from  any  Indian, 
or  nation,  or  tribe  of  Indians,  within  the  bounds  of 
thu  United  States,  shall  be  of  any  validity,  in  law 
or  equity,  unless  the  same  be  made  by  treaty  or 
convention  entered  into  puraoant  to  the  Conatitu- 


tion ;  And  it  shall  be  a  misdemeanor  in  any  per- 
son, not  employed  under  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  to  negotiate  such  treaty  or  convention, 
directly  or  indirecily.to  treat  with  anysuch  Indian 
nation  or  tribe  of  lodians,  for  the  title  or  purchase 
of  any  lands  by  them  held  or  claimed,  punishable 
by  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  twelve  months : 
Provided,  neverthelem,  That  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  agent  or  agents  of  any  State,  who  maybe 
present  at  any  treaty  held  with  Indiana  under  the 
authority  of  the  Uoiied  States,  in  ihe  presence 
and  with  the  approbation  of  the  commissioner  or 
commissioners  of  the  United  States,  appointed  to 
hold  the  same,  to  propose  lo  and  adjust  with  the 
Indians,  Ihe  compensation  to  be  made,  for  ihett 
claims  to  lands  within  such  Stale,  whicn  shall  be 
extinguished  by  the  treaty. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  Jurlher  enacted,  That  in 
order  to  promote  civilization  among  the  friendly 
Indian  tribes,  and  to  secure  the  continuance  of 
their  friendship,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  cause  them  to  be  fur- 
nished with  useful  domestic  animals,  and  imple- 
ments of  husbandry,  and  with  goods  or  money,  as 
he  may  judge  proper,  and  to  appmint  such  persons, 
from  time  to  lime,  as  temporary  agents,  to  reside 
among  the  Indians,  as  he  shall  thtnk  fit :  Prori- 
ded,  That  the  whole  amount  of  such  presents,  and 
allowance  to  such  agents,  shall  not  exceed  Gfteen 
thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Sec  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if 
any  Indian  or  Indians,  Delonging  to  any  tribe  IB 
amity  with  the  United  Slates,  shall  come  over  or 
across  (he  said  boundary  line,  into  any  Stale 
or  territory  inhabited  by  cilizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  there  take,  steal,  or  destroy,  any  hois^ 
horses,  or  other  properly,  belonging  to  any  citizen 
or  inhabitant  of  the  United  Stales,  or  of  either  of 
the  terrilorial  districts  of  the  United  States,  or 
shall  commit  any  murder,  violence,  or  outrage, 
upon  any  such  citizen  or  inhabitant,  it  shall  be  lae 
duty  of  such  citizen  or  inhabitant,  his  representa- 
tive, attorney,  or  agent,  to  make  application  to  the 
superintendent,  or  such  other  nerson  as  (he  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  shall  authorize  for  that 
purpose;  who,  upon  being  furnished  with  the  ne- 
cessary documents  and  proofs,  shall,  under  ihe  di> 
rectioo  or  instruction  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  make  application  to  the  nation  or  tribe, 
to  which  such  Indian  or  Indians  shall  belons,  for 
satisfaction  ;  and  if  such  nation  or  tribe  shall  ne- 
glect or  refuse  to  make  satisfaction,  in  a  reasona- 
tlje  lime,  not  exceeding  eighteen  months,  then  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  such  superintendent,  or  other 

Eerson  autbortzed  as  aforesaid,  (o  make  retom  of 
is  doings  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
and  forward  to  him  all  the  documents  and  proolsin 
the  case,  that  such  further  steps  may  be  taken  as 
shall  be  proper  to  oblaln  satisfaction  for  the  inju- 
ry :  And  in  the  meantime,  In  respect  to  the  prop- 
erty so  taken,  stolen,  or  destroyed,  ibe  United 
States  guaranty  to  the  party  injured^n  eventual 
indemnification  :  Promded  alwayi,  That  if  and, 
injured  party,  bis  represeoiative,atiomey,  or  agent 
sltall,  ia  aoy  way,  violate  any  of  theproTisiouof 
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ibis  «ct,  by  seeking,  or  attempting  to  obtain,  pri- 
vate satislactioD  or  rerenge  by  crossing  over  ifae 
line,  on  any  or  the  Indian  lauds,  he  sQall  forfeit 
all  claim  upon  the  Uaited  States  for  such  indeni' 
nification:  And  provided,  aim,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  prevent  the  leeal  appre- 
bensioD  or  arresting,  within  the  limits  ofuuy 
State  or  district,  of  any  Indian  haying  so  offeod' 
ed:  And  promdedjurther.  That  ii  shall  be  lawful 
for  tbe  President  of  the  United  States  to  deduct 
sucb  sum  or  sums  as  shall  be  paid  for  the  property 
taken,  stolen,  or  destroyed,  by  any  such  Indian, 
out  oi  the  annual  stipend  wnicb  the  United  Stales 
are  bound  to  pay  to  the  tribe  to  which  such  Indian 
shall  belong. 

Sec.  is.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  the 
superior  courts  in  each  of  the  said  territorial  dis- 
tricts and  the  circuit  courts,  and  other  courts  of 
tbe  United  States  of  similar  jurisdiction  in  crim- 
inal causes,  in  each  district  of  the  United  States, 
in  which  any  offender  against  this  act  shall  be 
apprehended,  or,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of 
tbis  act,  shall  be  brought  lor  trial,  shall  have,  and 
are  hereby  invested  with  full  power  and  sutbority 
to  bear  and  determine  all  crimes,  oflences,  and 
misdemeanors,  a^inst  this  act ;  such  courts  pro- 
ceeding therein,  in  the  same  manner,  as  if  sucb 
crime^  offence^  and  misdemeanors,  had  been 
committed  within  the  bounds  of  their  respective 
districts  i  and  in  all  coses,  where  the  punishment 
aball  not  be  death,  the  county  courts  of  quarter 
sessions  in  the  said  territorial  districts,  and  the 
district  courts  of  the  United  States,  in  their  re- 
spective districts,  shall  have,  and  are  hereby  in- 
vested with,  like  power  to  hear  and  determine  the 


death,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Qovero or  of  either 
of  the  tertitoriaJ  districts,  where  the  offender  shall 
be  apprehended,  ot  into  which  he  shall  be  brought 
for  trial,  to  issue  a  commission  of  oyer  and  termi- 
ner ID  the  superior  judges  of  such  district,  who 
shall  have  full  power  and  autboritv  to  heat  and 
determine  all  such  capital  cases,  in  the  tame  man- 
ner as  the  superior  courts  of  such  district  have  in 
tbeir  ordinary  sessions;  and  when  the  offender 


to  issue  a  like  commission  to  any  one  or  more 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  the  judge  of  the  district,  in  which  such  of- 
fender may  nave  been  apprehended,  or  shall  have 
been  tnought  for  tiiol ;  which  judges,  or  any  two 
of  tbem,  shall  have  the  same  jurisdiction  in  such 
capital  cases,  as  the  circuit  court  of  such  district, 
and  shall  proceed  to  trial  and  judgment,  in  the 
same  manner  as  such  circuit  court  might  or  could 
do.  And  the  district  courts  of  Kentucky  and 
Maine  shall  have  jurisdiction  of  all  crimes,  of- 
fences, and  misdemeanors,  committed  against  this 
act,  and  shall  proceed  to  trial  and  judgment,  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  eirruit  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes. 

Seo.  16.  And  be  it  furlAer  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  military  force  of  the  United 


State*,  to  apprehend  every  person  who  shall,  or 
may,  be  found  in  tbe  Indian  country  over  and  he- 
ld the  said  boundary  line  between  the  United 
lies  and  the  said  Indian  tribes^  in  violation  of 
'  of  the  provisions  or  r^ulalions  of  tbis  act, 
I  him  or  them  immediately  to  convey,  in  the 
nearetii,  convenient,  and  safe  route,  to  the  civil 
thorily  of  the  United  States,  in  some  one  of  the 
three  next  adjoining  Stales  or  districts,  to  be  pro- 
ceeded against  in  doe  course  of  law  ;  Proviaed, 
That  no  person  apprehended  by  military  force, 
OS  aforesaid,  shall  be  detained  longer  than  five 
da^s  after  the  arrest,  and  before  removal.  And  all 
officers  snd  soldiers,  who  may  have  any  such  per- 
son or  persons  in  custody,  shall  treat  them  with 
all  the  humanity  which  the  circumstances  will 
possibly  permit;  and  every  officer  and  soldier 
who  shall  be  guilty  of  maltreating  any  such  per- 
son, while  in  custody,  shall  suffer  such  punish- 
meat  as  a  court  martial  shall  direct :  Provided, 
That  the  officer  having  custody  of  such  person  or 
persons,  shall,  if  required  by  such  person  or  per- 
sons, conduct  him  or  them  to  the  nearest  judge  of 
the  supreme  or  superior  court  of  any  Stale,  who, 
if  the  offence  is  bailable,  shall  lake  proper  bail,  if 
offered,  returnable  to  the  district  court  next  to  be 
bolden  in  said  district,  which  bail  the  said  judge 
is  hereby  authorized  lo  take,  and  which  shall  be 
liable  to  be  estreated  as  any  other  recognizance  for 
bail  in  any  court  of  the  United  Stales;  and  if 
said  judge  shall  refuse  to  act,  or  the  person  or  per- 
sons fail  to  procure  satisfactory  bail,  then  ihe  said 
person  or  persons  are  lo  be  proceeded  with  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  of  this  act. 

Seo.17.  Andbeitjietherenticted,  Thai  if  any 
person,  who  shall  be  chorged  with  a  violation  ttf 
any  of  the  provisions  or  regulations  of  this  act, 
shall  be  found  within  any  of  the  United  States, 
or  either  of  the  territorial  districts  of  the  Uniiea 
Stales  such  offender  may  be  there  apprehended 
and  brought  to  trial,  in  tbe  same  manner,  as  if 
such  crime  or  offence  had  been  committed  within 
such  State  or  district;  and  it  shall  be  ihe  dulT  of 
the  military  force  of  the  United  States,  wben 
called  upon  by  ibe  civil  magistrate,  or  any  propa 
officer,  or  other  person  duly  authorized  for  that 
purpose,  and  having  a  lawful  warrant,  to  aid  and 
assist  such  magistrate,  officer,  or  other  person,  au- 
thorized, as  aforesaid,  in  arresting  such  offender, 
and  him  commiliing  to  safe  custody  for  trial,  ac- 
cording lo  law. 

Sec  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
amount  of  fines,  and  duration  of  imprisonment, 
directed  by  this  acl  as  a  pDnishmenl  for  the  viola- 
tion of  any  of  the  provisionsthereof.shall  be  ascer- 
tained and  fixed,  not  exceeding  the  limits  pre- 
scribed, in  tbe  discretion  of  the  court,  before  whom 
the  trial  shall  be  had;  and  that  all  fines  and  for- 
feitures, which  shall  accrue  under  thisoct,  shall  be 
one  half  to  the  use  of  the  informant,  end  the  other 
half  to  the  use  of  the  United  States :  except  where 
the  prosecutioa  shall  be  first  instituted  on  behalf 
of  ine  United  States,  in  which  case  the  whole 
shall  be  to  their  use. 

Skc.  19.  And  be  it  furtKer  enacted,  That  nothing 
in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  any  trade 
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or  intercourse  mth  IndiiDs  liTiagon  laoda  sor- 
roaoded  bf  wtileroenis  of  ihe  citizens  of  ihe  Uni- 
ted States,  and  being  witfain  the  ordinarf  jniis' 
diction  of  any  of  the  i  ndiTidnal  Stales ;  or  the  un- 
molested use  of  a  road  from  Washington  district 
toMerodistrict,  andof  the  naTigation  of  the  Ten- 
nessee rirer.  as  reserred  and  secured  by  treaty ; 
nor  shall  this  act  be  construed  to  prevent  anr  per- 
son or  persons  travelliiig  from  KoozTJlle  to  Pnce's 
.  settlement,  (so  called)  prorided  they  shall  mvel 
in  the  trace  or  path  which  is  usually  travelled, 
and  provided  the  Indians  make  no  objection ;  but 
if  the  Indians  object,  the  Presideni  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  a  proclama- 
tloD,  prohibiting  all  travelling  on  said  trace,  after 
which,  Ihe  penalties  of  this  act  shall  be  incurred 
by  every  person  tTavclling  or  being  fonnd  on  said 
Trace,  within  the  Indian  boundary,  without  - 
passport. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  U  JwVier  eitaeUd,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
anthorized  to  cause  to  be  clearly  ascertained,  and 
distinctly  marked,  in  all  such  places  as  he  thall 
deem  necessary,  and  in  such  manner  as  he  shall 
direct,  any  other  boundary  lines  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  any  Indian  tribe,  which  now  are, 
bt  hereafter  may  be,  established  by  treaty. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  fwicted,  That  this 
act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  third  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
tT'Oiiie,  and  shall  continue  in  force  the  term  of 
toree  years ;  and,  so  far  as  respects  the  proceed- 
ings under  this  act,  it  is  to  be  understood  that  the 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
*  An  act  giving  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  within  the  district  of  Tennessee,'"  is  not 
to  operate.  And  all  disabilities  which  have  taken 
place,  shall  continue  and  remain  ;  and  all  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  that  have  been  incurreo,  mav 
be  recovered  i  andall  prosecutions  and  suits  whicn 
may  have  been  commenced,  may  be  prosecuted 
to  final  judgment,  under  the  act  to  regulate  trade 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  pre- 
terve  peace  on  the  frontiers  ;  which  act  expires, 
by  its  own  limitation,  on  the  third  day  of  March, 
(me  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Dinety-niae,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  act  was  continued 
in  force. 

Approved,  Hatch  3,  1799. 

An  Act  anthoriiing  the  Proident  o(  the  United  Statu 
to  fill  certain  vacande*  in  the  Army  and  Navy. 
Be  it  macttd.  ^..  That  ihe  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ised to  make  appointaaents  to  fill  an;  vacancies 
is  the  army  and  navy  which  may  have  happened 
during  the  present  session  of  the  Senate. 


he  preset 
>vea,  Ma 


Approveo,  March  3,  1799. 


Ab  Act  Ibr  the  better  organiaing  of  the  tnx^  of  the 

United  Blatea,  and  (at  odta  pnipmeki 

Be  it  enacUd,  fc.  That  the  troops  heretofore  au- 

ikorized,  aod  which  hereafter  may  be  authorized, 

to  be  railed,  shall  be  composed  and  organized  as 


majors,  first  and  second,  one  adjutant,  one  anarter- 
masier,  and  one  paymaster,  each  being  a  lieuten- 
ant, one  surgeon,  and  two  surgeon's  mates,  ten 
captains,  ten  first  and  ten  second  lieutenants,  be- 
sides the  three  lieutenants  before-mentioned,  ten 
cadets,  two  sergeant-majors,  two  qaariamaster 
sergeants,  two  enief  musicians,  first  and  second, 
twenty  other  musicians,  forty  sergeants,  forty 
corporals,  and  nine  hundred  and  twenty  privates ; 
which,  together,  shall  form  two  battalions,  eack 
battalion  of  five  companies.  A  regiment  ot  cav- 
alry shall  consist  of  one  lieutenaot-colonel  com- 
mandant, two  majors,  a  first  and  second,  one  adju- 
tant, one  quartermaster,  and  one  paymaster,  each 
being  a  lieutenant ;  one  surgeon  and  two  surgeon's 
males,  ten  first  and  ten  second  lieutenants,  besides 
the  three  lieutenants  before-mentioned,  ten  cadets. 
Iwoser^ant-noajors,  two  quartermaster  sergeants, 
two  ehief  musicians,  first  and  second,  ten  other 
musicians,  forty  sergeants,  forty  corporals,  and 
nine  hundred  and  twenty  privates,  including  tea 
saddlers,  ten  blacksmiths,  and  ten  boottnafeers; 
which,  together,  shall  form  five  squadrons,  each 
squadron  of  two  companies.  A  regiment  of  artil- 
lery shall  consist  of  one  lieutenant-colonel  com- 
nuindant,  four  majors,  one  adjutant,  one  quarter- 
master, and  one  paymaster,  each  being  a  lieoien- 
ant,  one  surgeon^  and  two  surgeon's  mates,  six- 
teen caj>tains,  thirty-two  lieutenants,  besides  the 
three  lieutenants  before  mentioned,  thirty-two  ca- 
dets, four  sergeant-majors,  four  quartermaster  ser- 
geants, sixty-four  sergeants,  sixty-four  corporals, 
one  chief  musician,  ten  other  tuuBiciaoa,  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-six  privates,  including  one 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  artificers  ;  irhich,  to- 
gether, shall  form  four  battalions,  each  battalioe 
of  fonr  companies :  Proeided.  aJwayi,  That  the 
number  of  privates  raised,  and  in  be  raised,  for 
the  lament  of  cavalry  and  the  regiments  of 
injkntry  heretofore  authorized,  shall  not  exceed 
the  number,  respectively,  toi  which  provision 
hath  been  heretofore  made  by  law;  nor  shaD 
the  battalion  of  riflemen,  nor  the  two  addiiioa- 
al  troops  of  cavalry,  authorized  by  this  act  be 
raised,  until  further  provision  shall  be  so  made, 
unless  war  shall  breai  out  between  the  United 
States  and  some  European  Prince,  Potentate,  or 
State,  in  which  case  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  at  his  discretion, 
to  canse  the  said  r^ments,  or  any  (rf*  them,  to  be 
severally  ctnnnleted  to  their  full  establishment. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itfitrther  enacted.  That  erer? 
ensign  and  comet  in  the  regiments  heretofore  ap- 
[tointed  shall  be  denominated  hereafter  second 
lieutenants. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fiirlher  enacted,  That  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  <^cers,  and  privates 
hereinafter  meDtiooed.  who  now  are,  at  at  any 
time  hereafter  may  be.  in  the  actual  service  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  entitled  to,  and  shall 
ve  the  following  compensations,  to  wit:  a 
major  general,  one  hundred  and  xixty-aiz  dollars 
per  month,  and  fifteen  rations  of  provisions  per 
day,  ot  an  equivaleot  in  mtmey,  and  when  forage 
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sh*ll  not  be  furnished  hj  the  United  States,  the 
further  sum  of  tw^iy  dollars  per  monih  ;  b  bri- 
gadier general,  ooe  hundred  and  four  dollars  per 
month,  iweUe  rations  per  day, or  an  equi*ilent  in 
moaef,  and  sixteen  dollars  p«r  rooDth  for  forage, 
when  not  furnished  as  aforesaid ;  a  lieutenani- 
eolonel  commandant,  seTenty-fiTe  doUara  per 
month,  six  rations  per  day,  or  an  equiraleni  in 
monev,  and  ttrelre  dollars  for  forage,  when  not 
furnished  as  aforesaid ;  a  major  of  artillery  or 
caralry,  each  fifty-five  dollars  per  month,  four 
rations  per  day,  or  an  equivalent  in  money,  and 
ten  dollars  per  month  for  forage,  vhen  not  fur- 
nished as  aforesaid  ;  a  major  of  infaniry,  fifty  dol- 
lars per  month,  four  rations  per  day,  or  an  equiraf 
lent  in  money,  and  ten  dollars  per  roonih  for  for- 
Tage.  when  not  furnished  as  aforesaii) ;  a  caplain 
of  cavalry,  forty  dollars  per  month,  three  rations 
per  day,  or  an  equivalent  in  money,  and  eight  dol- 
lars per  month  for  forage,  when  not  furnished  as 
aforesaid ;  a  captain  of  artillery  and  infantry, 
forty  dollars  per  month,  and  three  rations  per  day, 
or  an  equivalent  in  money ;  a  Grit  lieutenant  of 
cavalry,  thirty  dollars  per  month,  two  rationi  per 
day,  or  an  equivalent  in  money,  and  six  dollars 
per  month  for  forage,  when  not  furnished  as  afore- 
said; lieutenanti  oT  artillery,  each,  thirty  dollars 
per  month,  and  two  rations  per  day,  or  ao  equiva- 
lent in  money:  a  second  lieutenant  of  cavalry, 
iwenly-Gve  dollars  per  month,  two  rations  per  day, 
or  an  equivalent  in  money,  and  six  dollars  per 
month  for  forage,  when  not  furnished  as  afore- 
said; a  first  lieutenant  of  infantry,  thirty  dollars 
per  month,  and  two  rations  per  day, or  an  equiva- 
lent in  money  ;  a  second  lieutenant  of  infantry, 
twenty-fir«  dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  per 
day,  ofao  equiralent  in  money ;  a  regimental  sur- 
geon, forty-five  dollars  per  month,  three  rations 
per  day,  or  ao  eqnivalent  in  moitey,  and  ten  dol- 
lars per  month  for  forage,  when  not  furnished  as 
iforesaid ;  a  surgeon's  mate,  thirty  dollars  per 
month,  two  rations  per  day,  or  an  eqaivalent  in 
noney,  and  six  dollars  per  month  for  forage,  when 
lot  furnisbed  as  aforesaid;  a  regimental  pay- 
naster,  quartermaster,  and  adjutant,  in  addition 
0  their  pay  in  the  line,  eaeh  ten  dollsrs,  and  six 
loUars  per  month  for  forage,  when  not  furnished 
Ls  aforesaid  ;  a  cadet  of  cavalry,  tea  dollars  per 
□onth,  iwo  rations  per  day,  or  an  equivalent  in 
noney,  and  six  dollars  per  month  for  forase,  when 
lot  furnixhed  as  aforesaid ;  all  other  cadets,  ten 
lollarii  per  month,  and  two  rations  per  day,  or  an 
quivalent  in  money ;  a  sergeant-major  and  a 
uan(;rniaater-«ergeant,eBch,tendollarspermoiith; 
chief  musician,  eight  dollars  per  month  ;  a  ser- 
eant,  eight  dollars  per  month ;  a  corporal,  seven 
oUars  per  month;  a  musician,  six  dollars  per 
lonth  ;  ao  artificer  to  the  infantry  and  artillery, 
farrier,  aaddler,  and  boot-maker  to  the  dragoons, 
ich  ten  dollars  per  month ;  a  private  soldier,  five 
hilars  per  month,  and  to  eacn  of  the  said  non- 
immissiooed  officers  and  {vivates,  one  ration  of 
'orisionn  per  day. 

Sec.  4.  Andbeitjialhertnaeted.  That  all  non- 
im  missioned  oficers,  artificers,  privates,  and  mn- 
sisns,  who  are  and  who  shall  be  enliawd,  and 


.  the  non-commissioned  officers,  artiScprs,  privates, 
and  musicians,  of  the  miiilia  or  other  corpi.  who 
at  any  time  may  he  in  the  actual  service  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be,  and  they  are  herebv  ex- 
empted, durii^  their  term  of  service,  from  all  pei^ 
sonal  arrests  ^r  any  debi  or  contract.  And  when- 
ever any  non-commissioned  officer,  artificer,  pri- 
vate, or  musician,  shall  be  arrested,  whether  by 
mesne  process,  or  in  execution,  contrary  to  the 
intent  hereof,  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  judge  of 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  and  of  any 
eourt  or  judge  of  a  State,  who,  by  the  laws  of 
such  State,  are  aathorized  to  issue  wriis  of  habead 
corpus,  respectively,  on  application  by  an  officer, 
to  grant  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  returnable  before 
himself:  and  upon  due  hearing  and  examination 
in  a  summary  manner,  to  discharge  tbe  noa>- 
Dommisiioned  officer,  artificer,  private,  or  miisi- 
eian,  from  such  arrest,  taking  common  bail,  if  r»> 
quired,  in  any  case  upon  mesne  process,  anii  eom- 
mii  him  to  (ne  applicant,  or  some  other  officer  rf 
the  same  corps. 

8ec.  5.  And  be  Ufiuiher  enacted,  That  eaeh 
non-commissioned  officer,  private,  artificer,  and 
musician,  who  shall  hereafter  be  enlisted  for  tlie 
Army  of  the  United  States,  shell  be  able  bodied, 
and  of  a  size  and  age  suitable  for  tbe  public  set- 
vice,  according  to  the  directions  which  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  and  may  estab- 
lish, and  shall  be  eniiited  to  a  bounty  of  twelve 
dollars ;  but  the  payment  of  four  dollars  thereof 
shall  be  deferred  uniill  he  shall  have  joined  the 
Army  :  And  each  commissioned  i^cer  who  shall 
be  employed  in  the  recruiting  service,  shall  be  en* 
titled  to  receive,  for  each  such  non-uommisaioned 
officer,  and  private,  and  artificer,  and  for  each  suf- 
ficient musician,  duly  enlialed  and  mustered,  tbe 
sum  of  two  dollars,  tbe  same  being  in  full  oom- 
peosation  for  his  extra  expenses  in  the  execution 
of  this  lervice- 

Sec.  e.  Ami  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  when 
any  officer  shall  be  detached  from  a  regiment,  to 
serve  as  an  aid  to  a  general  officer,  or  as  assistant 
or  other  inspector,  or  as  an  assistant  to  the  quar- 
termaster general,  by  whatsoever  name,  or  as  an 
assistant  to  the  adjutant  general,  by  whatsoever 
name,  the  place  of  such  officer  in  nis  regiment 
shall  be  supidied  by  promotion  or  new  appoint- 
ment, or  both,  as  may  ne  requisite ;  but  the  officer 
detached  shall  neverihelesa  retain  his  station  in 
bis  r^imenL  and  shall  rank  and  rise  therein,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  he  had  not  been  detached. 

Bcc.  7.  And  be  it  Jiirther  enacted.  That  no 
officer  shall  be  appointed  as  the  inspector  of  a  di- 
vision, who.  when  appointed,  shall  be  of  s  rank 
higher  than  that  of  major,  or  as  the  inspector  of  a 
brigade,  who,  when  appointed,  shall  be  of  a  rank 
higher  than  that  of  captain,  or  as  the  aid  of  a  ma- 
jor general,  who,  when  appointed,  shall  he  of  a 
rank  higher  than  that  of  captain,  or  as  tbe  aid  of 
a  brigadier  general,  who,  when  appointed,  shall  be 
of  a  rank  higher  than  that  of  first  lieutenant,  or  aa 
the  quartermaster  ofa  division,  who.  when  appoint- 
ed, ^allbeof  a  rank  higher  ifian  that  of  captain, 
>r  as  the  quartermaster  of  a  brigade,  who,  when  , 
ippoiated,  shall  be  of  a  rank  higher  than  that  nf 
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fint  lieuteoaDt,  ot  as  an  assistaDt  lo  the  adjutant 
seaeiol,  who,  when  appointed,  shall  be  of  a  rank 
nid^ier  than  ttiat  of  captain. 

Bbc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  the 
ordinary  BrriDgemeDi  of  ihe  army,  iwo  ceKimeiils 
of  infaatrf  or  cavalry  shall  cotisiiiute  a  Brigade, 
aod  ahall  be  commanded  by  a  brizadier  general; 
two  brigades,  a  dirision,  and  dhall  M  conunsuded 
by  a  major  general.  Provided  alwagt,  that  it 
shall  be  in  ibe  discretion  of  the  commaDding  gen- 
eraJ,  to  vary  this  disposition,  whenever  he  shall 
jadtte  it  proper ;  and  provided  also,  that  this  act 
shsfi  not  render  it  necessary  to  appoint  any  great- 
er Dumber  of  general  officers  than  have  been  here- 
tofore authorized  by  law,  sooner  than  in  the  opi- 
nion of  tbe  President,  the  military  serTice  of  (ne 
United  States  slioll  require  iL 

Shc.  9.  And  be  it  further  macted.  That  a  com- 
loandei  of  the  army  of  the  United  Slates  shall  be 
appointed  and  commissioned  by  the  style  of'  Qen- 
eral  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,"  and  Ihe 
present  office  and  title  of  lieutenant  general  shall 
(hereafter  be  abolished. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  furOier  enadtd,  That  there 
■ball  be  a  qnarierioafler  general  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
rank,  pay,  emoluments  and  privileges  of  a  major 
general. 

Sec.  11.  Andbeiljvrllier enacted,  Thatitshall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 


of  officers  and  men,  and  to  be  entitled  to  the  same 
pay  and  emoluments,  whatsoever,  as  a  battalion  of 
■nfaotry  of  the  line. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  ettacUd,  That  to 
any  army  of  the  United  Slates,  other  than  that  in 
which  the  quartermaster  general  shall  serve,  there 
thall  be  a  field  officer,  and  who,  in  addition  to  his 
other  emoluments,  shall  be  entitled  lo  fifty  dollars 
per  month,  which  shall  be  in  full  compensation 
for  his  extra  services  and  travelling  eijwoses  ;  but 
(he  provisions  of  this  act  are  not  to  affect  the  pre- 
sent quartermaster  general  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  who,  in  case  a  quartermaster  gen- 
eral shall  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  is  to 
act  as  deputy  quartermaster  general,  and  shall 
hereafter  nave  the  rank  of  iieuieaant  colonel ;  and 
(Lat  to  every  division  of  an  army,  there  shall  be 
a  division  quartermaster,  who,  in  addition  to  bis 
other  emoluments,  shall  be  entitled  to  thirty  dol- 
lars per  month,  which  shall  be  is  full  compensation 
for  his  extra  services  aod  travelling  expenses;  and 
that  to  every  brigade  there  shall  be  a  brigade  quar- 
termaster, who,  in  addition  to  his  other  emolu- 
ments, shall  be  entitled  to  twenty-four  dollars  per 
moDtb,  which  shall  be  in  full  compensation  for 
hb  extra  .services  and  travelling  expeuses ;  each  of 
which  officers  shall  be  chosen  by  the  quartermaster 
general,  from  among  the  regimental  officers. 

Sec.  13.  And  be U further muKted,  Thatioanv 
army  of  the  United  States^  other  than  that  in  which 
the  inspector  general  shall  serve,  'here  shall  be  a 
deputy  inspector  reneral]  who  shall  be  a  field  offi- 
cer,  and  who,  in  addition  to  his  other  emoluments, 
sball  be  eotitled  to  fifty  dollars  per  month,  which 


shall  be  in  full  compensation  for  his  extra  services 
aod  travelling  expenses ;  and  that  to  every  divi- 
sion of  an  army  there  shall  beadivision  inspector, 
who.  In  addition  to  his  other  emoluments^  shall  be 
entitled  tu  thirty  dollars  per  month,  which  shall 
be  in  full  compensation  for  his  extra  service*  and 
travelling  expenses;  and  that  to  every  brigade 
there  shall  be  a  brigade  inspector,  wbo.  in  addition 
to  his  other  emoluments,  shall  be'entitled  to  twen- 
ty-four dollars  per  month,  which  shall  be  in  full 
compensation  for  his  extra  services  and  travelling 
expepses :  each  of  which  officers  shall  be  chosen 
by  the  inspector  general  from  among  the  regimen- 
tal officers — the  deputy  inspector  general  lo  be  in 
every  case  approved  by  the  gener^  commanding 
the  army  to  which  be  shall  be  annexed. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  U  fuHher  enacted.  That  the 
adjutanigeneralof  the  army  shall  be,  e:ro^cto,  as- 
sistant inspector  general,  and  that  every  depatf 
inspector  general  shall  be,  ex  officio,  deputy  adju- 
tant general,  and  shall  perform  the  duties  of  adjn- 
lant  general  in  the  army  to  wbich  he  shall  be  an^ 

Sec.  lb.  Attd  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
nymaster  eeneral  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  shafl  always  quarter  at  or  near  the  head- 
quarters of  the  main  army,  or  at  such  place  as  the 
commaoder-ia-chief  shall  deem  proper ;  aod  thnt 
to  the  army  on  the  western  frontiers  and  tode- 
tacbmenis  from  the  main  army  intended  to  act 
separately  for  a  time,  he  shall  appoint  deputy  pay- 
masters, who  shall  account  to  Eim  for  the  money 
advanced  to  ibem,  and  shall  each  give  a  bond  in 
the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  with  sufficient 
sureties  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  datie^ 
respectively,  and  take  an  oath  faithfully  (o  execute 
the  duties  of  iheir  offices ;  and  (he  several  regimen- 
tal paymasters  shall  also  give  bond  in  the  sum  d 
five  thousand  dollars  with  one  or  more  snfficieni 
sureties,  and  take  an  oaib  as  aforesaid  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  (ffices  re- 
spectively; and  that  ibe  paymaster  gencsml  sbaU 
receive  eighty  dollars  per  month,  witn  the  rations 
and  forage  ofa  mdor,  lo  full  compensation  for  his 
services  and  travelling  expenses ;  and  the  deputy, 
in  addition  to  his  pay  and  other  emolumetits,  thir- 
ty dollars  per  month,  in  full  compensation  for  his 
extra  services  and  travelling  expenses. 

Sbc.  16.  Aitd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
major  general  of  the  army  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  entitled  to  two  aids,  to  be  chosen  by  him- 
self, each  of  whom,  in  addition  to  his  pay  and  other 
emoluments  in  bis  regiment,  shall  receive  tweoiy- 
four  dollars  per  month,  and  ten  dollars  per  month 
fur  forage,  when  not  furnished  as  aforesaid  i  and 
that  every  brigadier  general  of  the  said  army  shall 
be  entitled  to  one  aid,  to  be  chosen  by  bimaelf,  who, 
in  addition  to  his  pay  and  other  emolnment*  in 
his  regiment,  shall  receive  twenty-font  dollars  per 
month,  and  ten  dollars  per  month  for  forage  when 
not  fnrnisbedas  aforesaid. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  the 
President  of  the  United'' States  be  authorized  to 
engage  and  appoint,  diaiinct  &om  the  officers  of 
Uie  corpe  of  artillerists  and  engineers,  (wo  engi- 
neers, with  (be  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel,  nnd  to 
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AcU  oj  Congrem. 

stiptilate  and  allow  to  them  reipeciivelf,  sach  \  otbet  ardent  spirits,  in  quauiities  not  exceeding 
compeDsattons  as  he  ehalt  find  necessary  and  ex- 1  halfa  gill  to  each  man  per  day,  excepting  in  cases 
pedieDt.  of  fatigue  serTice,or  other  exlraordiiian'  occasions, 

Sec.  18.  Andbeitjurther  enacted,  Th.M  mm-  and  that  whensoever  supplies  thereof  shall  be  on 
specter  of  fortifications  shall  be  appointed,  whose  j  hand,  there  shall  be  issued  to  the  troops  TJntgai 
duties  shall  be  assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  War  at  the  lateof  two  quarts  for  every  hundred  ralions. 
under  thedireciionof  the  President  of  the  United  Sec.  33.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
Slates,  that  the  compensation  to  be  allowed  to  j  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commanding  officer  of  each 
the   said   inspector,   if   selected   from    i ' 


;   corps  ;  raiment,  whenever  it  may  be 


the  coats,  rests,  and  overalls,  or  breeches,  which 
may,  from  time  to  time,  be  issued  to  and  for  his 
regiment,  to  be  altered  and  new  made,  so  as  the 
better  to  fit  them  to  the  persons  respectively  for 
whose  use  ihey  shall  be  delivered ;  and  for  defray- 
ing the  expense  of  such  alteration,  to  cause  (o  he 


of  artillerists  and  engineers, 
services  and  travelling  expenses,  shall,  besides  his 
pay  and  emoluments  in  ine  corps,  be  thirty-five 
dollars  per  month,  and  if  he  shall  not  bean  officer 
in  the  artillery  or  army,  he  shall,  in  full  eompeU' 
sation  for  his  services  and  expenses,  be  allowed      „         ._^ 

the  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars  monthly,  and  he  j  deducted  and  applied  out  of  the  my  of  such  per- 
entitled  to  the  rank  of  major  in  the  army  of  the  i  sons  a  sum  or  sums  not  exceeding  twenty-five 
United  States,  and  id  ease  tne  said  inspector  shall  I  cents  for  each  coal,  eizht  cents  for  each  vest  and 
be  chosen  from  the  corps  of  artillerists  and  engi-  for  each  pair  of  overalls  or  breeches. 
oeeraorarmyoftheUnitedStates,hisplaceihere-  Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
in  shall  be  supplied  by  promotion  or  a  new  appoint- 'shall  he  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  cause 
ment  or  both,  as  ma)[  be  requisite ;  but  he  shall,  I  to  be  provided,  in  each  and  every  year^  all  cloth- 
neveriheless,  relaia  bis  station  in  the  said  corps  or  ing,  camp  utensils,  and  equipage,  medicines,  and 
army,  and  shall  rank  nnd  rise  therein,  in  the  same  hospital  stores,  necessary  tor  the  troops  and  armies 
manner  as  if  he  had  never  been  appointed  to  the  '■  of  tne  United  Slates  for  the  succeeding  year,  and 
said  office  of  inKpeclor.  i  for  this  purpose  to  make  purchases,  and  enter,  or 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  ra- !  cause  to  be  entered  into,  all  necessary  contracts  or 
lion  of  provisions,  shall  henceforth  consist  of  eight- ,  obligations  for  efiecting  the  same, 
teen  ounces  of  bread  or  flour,  or  when  neilher  can  ]  Sec.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  wben- 
be  obtained,  of  one  quart  of  rice  or  one  and  an  half  |  everanyofficer  or  soldier  shall  be  discharged  from 
pound  of  sifted  or  bolted  Indian  meat,  one  pound  '  the  service,  except  by  way  of  punishment  for  an 
and  a  quarter  of  fresh  beef,  or  one  pound  of  salted  ,  offence,  he  shall  oe  allowed  his  pay  and  rations,  or 
beef,  or  three  quarters  of  a  pound  of  salted  pork,'  an'equivalent  in  money,  for  such  term  of  time  as 
and  when  fresh  meat  is  issued,  sail  at  the  rate  of:  shall  be  sufficient  to  travel  from  the  place  where 
two  quarts  for  every  bundted  rations,  soap  at  the  '  he  receives  his  discharge  to  the  place  of  his  resi- 
rate  of  four  pounds,  and  candles  at  ibe  rate  of  a  .  dence,  computing  at  the  rate  of  twenty  miles  to 
pound  and  a  half  for  every  hundred  rations.   Pro-  '  a  day. 

Bided  alviaya,  that  there  shall  be  no  diminution  of  j  Sec.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
the  ration  to  which  any  of  the  troops  now  in  ser- 1  shall  be  allowed  to  the  inspector  general,  in  addi- 
vice  may  be  entitled  by  the  terms  of  their  enlist- 1  tion  to  liis  allowance  as  major  general,  and  in 
meal.  I  full  compensation  for  extra  services  and  expenses 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  every  I  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  the  sum  of  fifty  dol- 
aon-£ommissioDed  officer,  private,  artificer,  and   lars  per  month,  and  that  he  shall  be  iJlowed  a 
musieianofthearlillery  and  infantry,  shall  receive   secretary,  to  be  appointed  b)^  himself,  with  the  pay 
annually,  tbe  fallowing  articles  of  uniform  cloth- 1  and  emoluments  of  a  captain, 
ing.  to  wit :    one  hat,  one  coat,  one  vest,  two  pair  |     Approved,  March  3, 1799. 

ofwoolleo  and  two  pair  of  linen  overalls,  four  pair  '  

of  shoes,  four  shirts,  four  pair  of  socks,  one  blan- ; 

ket,  orffe  stock  and  clasp,  and  one  pair  of  buckles,  i  Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Boute  of  Represent- 
Sec.  21,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  suit- 1  ativea  of  the  Vniied  Slate*  of  America,  vn  Om- 
able  clothing  be  provided  for  the  dragoons,  adapt-  gTe»a  OMvmbied,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
;d  to  the  nature  of  the  s«rvice.  and  conformed  as  ate  and  the  Clerk  of  tbe  Honse  of  Representa- 
lear  as  may  be  to  the  value  of  the  clothing  allow-  tives  be  authorized  and  directed  to  subscribe,  on 
?d  to  the  infantry  and  artillery.  such  terms  as  they  may  deem  eligible,  for  the  use 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  furrier  enacted.  That  it  shall  "f  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  for 
>e  lawful  for  the  commander-in-chief  of  tbe  army,  four  hundred  copies  of  the  Journals  of  Congre*^ 
ir  the  commanding  officer  of  any  separate  detach- 1  which  are  proposed  to  be  published  by  Richmid 
nent  or  garrison  thereof,  at  his  discretion,  to  cause  i  Folwf  II ;  and  such  number  of  copies  of  deficient 
0  be  issued,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  troops  un- 1  volumes  of  the  sets  now  in  prini,as  may  he  neces- 
'er  his  commandjoutof  such  supplies  as  shall  have  sarv  to  complete  the  same. 
>e«n  provided  for  the  purpose,  rum,  whiskey,  or  |     Approved,  March  2,  1799. 
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Act,  a  bill  to  craitinue  in  liiiM  the  ict  Ihereia  men- 
doDedi  receiTed  -  .  .  . 

roiDmittad  •  -  -  -  - 

mported  and  pawed  irith  URendnunti 
the  Haiue  agioe  lo  tontt  *ad  diMgiee  to  other 
■meDdmenU         .... 
tfafl  SenUs  recede  frum  the  unsndiaenta  dia- 

Adjoununent,  ■  Tesolntioii  fiom  tba  HouM  for  ad- 
jouTDing  on  the  3Sth  June 
diMgrged  lo  .  .  .  - 

■  reHolQtion  for  adjaarning  Ml  ih*  10th  Jolj  - 
eoQcnmd  in  -  .  •  - 

the  adjonrnioenl  of  the  meiiHi 
Algim,  a  meange  on  the  labject  of  boildinf;  and 
eqaipping  tiro  Teawb  for  the  uae  of  the 
Day,  and  opon  the  eipndieiicy  of  iucicaa- 
ing  die  powere,  &c. ,  oi  the  American  Coa- 
Bul  at  that  port    .  -  -  - 

Ananer  lo  Uw  Praeidenl'B  Spaeeh  reported 
considered  and  adopted 
reply  of  the  Preaideiit  thereto 
Approprialioni,  a  bill  making  addittonal  appn^- 
ationa  for  the  jeai  sersnteen  huudied  and 
nina^^even,  recared 
•mended  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading 
paaaed  with  an  araendmenl  - 
the  amendnMnt  ooncurrad  in 
Amw  and  aounnnition,  a  bill  to  prohibit,  fbi  a  lim- 
ited time,  the  eiportalion  at,  introduced 

•monded  by  the  Rooae 
•mendment  agreed  to  -  - 

Armj,  bill  to  enable  the  Pre«dant  to  laiie  a  p 

TJaiooal  annj,  nqmrted    -  -  . 

third  reading  of  the  bill  negatiTed     - 
(Bee  alao  SlUilary  EtlabliihmaU.) 
Artilieriata  and  en^neen,  a  bill  tor  taiMDg  an  ad. 
ditiooal  corpa  o^  paaMd  -  -  - 

DDn-concuned  in     -  -  . 


Abaent  Senaton,  the  Secretary  directed  to  requeM, 

by  letter,  their  immediate  attendance        -    fiSS 
Accountant  of  the  War  Departmant,  a  bill  allow- 
ing him  additional  compenntion,  leoeiyed    B62 
coinmilled  -----    fi04 
further  conirideration  poa^>oned  lo  next  wadon     1177 
Aocounlant  of  the  Navy  Deputmenl,  a  tull  to  ea- 

tabliah  Ihe  office  o^  iatraducsd     -  ■    6BS 

(See  TVeaivy  and  War  D^<rtmenU.) 


Aeeountt  between  the  United  States  and  the  indi- 
vidual Stataa,  a  tall  reapacling  the  balancea 
reported  to  be  due  by  the  indindual  State*, 


Act,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  part  of  ai 
in  mentioned,  raceiTad    - 
ordered  lo  the  third  inding 
amended  and  paeaed 

(8ee  AnwntM  CaOen.) 
AtOoummant,  motion  for  appointing  a 
to  tcpOTt  a  time  for 
committee  appointed 
committee  of  conference  appointed    - 
reaolntion  for  adjouioing  on  the  9lh  July, 


couaideralion  poatponed       -  589,  698,  S04 

altered  to  16th  July,  and  concurred  in  -    SOS 

meaaage  of  the   Prendent  reqoeating  a  poat- 

ponement  of  the  adjournraent        -  -     811 


A  liana,  motion  for  appmnting  a  committee  lo  n^iort 
what  proiiiion  OD(fat  to  be  made  for  remor. 
ing  from  the  territory  of  the  United  Stalea 
audi  peiaona,  not  entitled  to  Itie  rights  of 
citiieiubip,  as  may  be  dangerous  to  the 
peace  of  ttie  country        •  -  -    . 

motion  amended,  and  c( 

reported 


conodeted  - 
recommitted 
reported  with  amendmenta 


6S6,  SU,  U6,  667   689 


bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading 

amended  by  the  House  and  the  a 

concurred  in        - 
a  Inll  respecting  ahen  enemies  re 

the  House 
committed  -  .  . 


with 

(See  ContlUuiion.) 
Answer  to  the  ^esident^s  Speech 
reply  of  tlie  Prsadent         - 
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qiropriitiaDB,  bill  nuking  panial  >ppn>priwiDn« 
for  the  ;car  terentMn  hundred  end  niii*^- 
eight,  receiied  utd  emnniittcd 
reported  and  oidcnd  to  the  third  reading      -    484 


StiuUe  Proceeding. 
P.8.. 


a  bill  OKkiiiK  *|^opTi>tit 
GoTBmtnsnt  for  Iha  j 
dred  uid  ninety  eigifat,  received 


for  the  sapport  of 
■     i- 

'     506 


reported,  and  nrdered  to  the  third  rewling    - 

B  bill  mihiog  in  ■ppropcittioQ  for  die  nim- 

banement  lA  moneje    tdnncad    by   the 

Connib  of  the  United   StatM  in  certwn 


■  bill  making  certuD  additional  a;q>roptiati(in> 
far  the  ;«ar  nrcnleen  handred  and  tuoet;- 
eight,  reeaTSd  and  committed 

lepoHed  and  panad  .  -  . 

a  bill  making  certain  appn^riationa  therein 
mentioned,  received         ... 

AnBamenl.    (Bee  Saoal  Armantent.^ 
Anned  tmmIs,  a  bill  to  anthoriie  the  Pieaident  to 
accept  any  armed  veaaeLi  oIKred  for  the  uae 
of  the  United  Stale*,  rqxirted  -     I 


■mended 


Accounta  between  the  United  Stale*  koA  ihe  tndi- 
Tidoal  Statea,  a  bill  teqieeliiif  tfte  halanew 
nulled  to  bedoelrrtbeindiTidaal  Stateii 
reoeiTed  and  committed    -  -1198 


bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading        •  •  tum 

pBwd        .  -  -  .  .  StlO 

■mended  bj  the  Honae        ...  1913 
oommiHH  of  oonfeniice  appMnted    on  the 

■mendmiHita        ...     3314,  SSIG 
report  of  the  oommittee        ...  mc 
Additional  compenaalioD,  a  tilt  giring  to  certain 
officen^the  Benale  and  Botlie  of  Rl^te- 
■eotatiTei^  receiTed  and  referred    -  -  3138 

reported  -  -  IMO 

■  1131 
lenti  (greed  to  with  an  amotd- 

-  1331 

1384,3336 


Adjoarmeiit  of  the  aeaaaD  ...  3344 

inn  Seamen,  a  bill  antborizing  be  repajntoU 
of  nontj  advuioad  for  the  relief  trfaek  and 
dinbled  aeuiiai  in  foreign  coDntriea        -  ISM 


Arms  and  military  Morea,  a  reaolntion  respectiiig 
the  eipedtencj  of  making  proviaion  tor  cup  - 
pljing  de£aeDetea  in        -  -    . 

Ann;,  ■reioluUonnepectiDgtbeeipe^enejofraia- 

iig  a  proviaronal  anny    -  -  -    . 

a  bill  to  authoriie  the  Preodentlo  ndae  a  pro- 

tisionat  army,  tepoiled    -  •  -    I 

recommitted  -  ■  -  -     I 

reported     -  -  -  -     I 


amended  bj  the  Houae 


a  bill  for  tb*  aegmentatkm  of  the  army,  U. 
S-,  recetied         -  .  .  . 

reported      -  -  -  -  - 

Articlea  of  tmpeachsient  eihibiled  by  the  Hotiae 
<tf  RepTFaenlatiree  againat  Wtffiam  Blount, 
late  ■  Senator  from  the  State  of  Tenneaaee 

AltUletiete  md  Engincera,  a  till  to  proride  an  ad- 
ditional regiment  of,  receired 
coMmilted  -  -  -  -  .     . 


reported  with  amendmenta  and  recoiMBilted  3SM 
reported      .  .  .  -  .  Sllft 

ordered  to  the  third  icadiiig  -  -  mt~ 

pwMed 3»t 

(See  alao,  SeomenO 
Anawer  to  Pre«id«it'a  Speech,  nported   -  -  1191 

hiareidy    -  -  .  -  -  1IB3 

Apprcqiriationa,  Ml  making,  fw  canyi^  into  tf- 
Sect  BtrtKoi  treatiea  between  the   Dniled 
Statei  Rod  the  aFrenl  Indma  inimm,  re- 
ported    -  -  .  .  .  SSIfi 
committed  -            .            -            -  .  M19 
ordered  to  the  third  reading              •  -  IXtO 


mteen  bundled  and  imety-Bme, 


11  ,  A[m;,ab>llgivingeTeamaIauthacity  to tbaF 
I  dent  to  augment  the  anny,  repotted 

I  committed  .  .  . 

)e  :  amendmenta  repnted 

eonndered 

IS  I  Inll  ordered  to  Ihe  Ibird  ratriiog 


•  bill  I 


peneee  incident  ti 
and  committed   - 


■  ttS4 
-  MM 

'  SS3T 


amended  by  the  Hone 

Ibe  ameitdiiKnti  coocnrred  in 

a  bill  giving  aulfaority  to  the  Prcaident  to  (ill 

Tacandei  in  the  army  and  naTj,  paned  •  1S4I 
■attnt  PoMtoaater  General,  a  biD  lor  eatablirii- 

ing  ht>  ralaty,  recliTad    .  .  -  IMT 

lUid  leading  of  Ibe  h"* 
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Senate  Proeeedmga. 


Bloanl,  Willain,  of  Tenneuee,  »  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  Prendent  u  lelales  Co  ■  car- 
tatn  letter  allied  to  be  writteD  by  Williun 
Blount,  leferred  to  \  select  cominiltee 

report  of  the  comuriltee — Mi.  Blount  ordered 
to  attend  the  Senate  iniinediatel; 

a.  farther  report  of  the  conunittea 

ji  allowed  advice  and  asdMtuica  of  ooonael    - 

cooflideratioD  <tf  Qie  r«poit  of  the  eommittae  - 

1  measage  from  tha  House  impeadling  hipt 
for  high  Crimea  and  misdemeanon 

enters  ioto  bend,  ftc. ,  to  anawei  the  charges 
alleged  againat  him  .  ,  ■ 

the  report  further  conndeied 

motion  to  postpone  fiirtbar  consideration  to 
neit  sesraou  uegBtiTad      .  .  - 

tepoit  of  die  committee,  and  a  resolution  ex- 
pellinf;  Mr,  Blount  from  bia  teat  in  the 
Senate  of  ths  United  Stales,  adopted 

order  for  entering  upon  the  Journal  of  the 
Secate  his  bilnre  to  qipear  agreeably  to  his 


BiIincM  due  by  individual  Stalea.     (8ae  A 

Bdl,  Joseph,  and  othen,  petition  of,  laid  on  the 

table        ....  - 

eommitled  -  -  '  -  - 

Bank  of  the  United  Stataa,  a  tuU  for  the  puniaii' 

ment  of  trands  on  the,  introduced 

coaanitted  -  -  -  -  - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading    .  .  - 

Mount,  William,  ofTennessee,  a  mcesnge  from  the 
HoBse  with  the  articles  in        ' 


motion  for  fti^Mintiog  a  commiltae  to  repwt 
on  the  measures  necaasai;  to  be  adopted  in 
relation  to  said  articles      >  -  - 

committee  appointed 

a  partial  report  made  and  reoonunitled  -    . 

another  wpoil         -  -     i 

considered  -  -  -  -    I 

adopted     '  -  -  -  -  -    '■ 

the  Secretary  directed  to  i«ue  writ  of  UHn- 

commiltee  of  conference  a^^ointed  in  relation 

to  the  proceedings  in  the  case      -  -  1 

report  of  the  committea       -  -  -  I 

own,  Obediah,  bill  for  hi*  rebe^  receiied        '  I 

.  1 

,  1 
Bryan,   Col.  Nathan,  (tf  Soath  Candinsi  reecdn- 

tion  for  sttending  hla  fiiaertd         -  •  I 


rtt,  a  bill  paviding  for  the  seciiril;r  ^  ii 
cases,  reported     -  -  - 

committed  -  -  -  - 

reported  with  amendnieots   - 
ordered  to  the  third  rewling  - 


-  S8I6 

-  381 T 

-  2335 
•  S238 


Page, 
Bftlaoces  due  by  individual  Stalea — (See  Aeeouatt.) 
Bwkervllle,  William,  petition  of,  praying  inlerpO' 
aition  of  Coogre^s  in  his  behalf  agiiDSt  cer- 
tain proceediags  against  him  for  a  violwion 
of  the  stsi^  act,  committed  -  SISO 

Bayard,  Mr.,  of  Delaware,  his  argument  on  the 
part  of  the  House  in  the  case  of  Wtlliam 
Blount    .  -  .  .  -  3249 

Bell,  William,  deposition  o^  in  ihe  use  of  Wil- 
liam Blount        -  -  .  .  2371 
Blount,  William,  of  Tenneesee,  return  ofthe  writ 

ef  summons        ....  SIM 
the  8ecielaT7  directed  to  noti^  the  Bouse  of 

the  return  of  the  summons  -  '  S1D4 

rules  for  cauducting  the  trial  reported  and  a 

Court  of  Impeachment  formed      -  -  S196 

farther  rcfiort  on  the  rnlei  for  conducting  the 

trial S197 

commeaOHment  of  the  trial  -  -  -  S34S 
plea  of  the  defeadant  -  -  -  3S47 
replication  and  rejoinder  ...  1348 
■rgumenls  on  the  pail  of  the  prueecutioD  3349,  3394 
on  the  part  of  the  defence  -  -  32S2,  3378 
resolution  respecting  hii  impeachabilily  nega- 
tived       3318 

dedsioD  ofthe  court,  dismissing  the  impaach- 

ment       -  -  -  -  .  2319 

rqwrt  of  the  committee  appointed  to  conducl 

the  impeachment  ...  ssio 

depositions  and  other  documenia  in  relation  to 

the  esse  -  -  -  ■  2331  to  3416 

Booki,  petition  ofthe  Baltimoie  Library  Company 
praying  exemption  from  the  duUes  charge- 
able on  bo<^  laid  on  the  table  -  .  230S 
Brown,  John,  and  other  merchants,  petition  oi, 
praying  to  be  enabledi  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, to  prosecute  their  claims  &a  proper. 
Ij  destroyed  liy  the  belUgereut  Fowera,  re- 
ferred to  the  Secrelary  of  Stale  -  .  3309 
Buxton,  Dr.  Charles,  his  deposittou  in  the  case  of 

WiUiam  Blount  .  -  .  .  3379 


Chaplain  appnnled        -  •  -  -      10 

CoDgreaa,  eonferaiteeaAedbytheHoBaeontheael 
of  the  bat  session  for  allering  the  tjne  of 
neetisf  of         .  .  .  -      IT 

the  Staute  Beelitte  the  confosnoe     •  -      38 

■  bUl  to  ascettaiit  the  lima  far  itie  next  ueet- 

ing  of,  introduced  .  -  37, 38 

ordered  to  tile  third  reading  .  -      38 


amendment  of  the  House  concurred  in 
Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  a  bill  concerning  thnn 

reported  and  passed 
Cnlts,  Samuel,  aitd  other  merchants,  petition  of, 
praying  oompenaatitm  for  apoliations  com- 
mitted  on  their  proper^  by  Ibmign  atmed 
vessels,  laid  on  the  (able  -  -  . 


Canada  and  Nova  Scotia.     See  {B^agta.) 

Caiman,  arms,  &c.,  a  bill  to  enable   '     " 

to  procure  cannon,  arms,  &i 
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Carmictaad,  Wiltiim,  ■  bill  for  (he  relitf  of  the 

Irg>)  TBprttgiUtiTCTot  received  ■  •     4 

reported     -  -  -  -  ■     H 

pwed  -  -  -    •. 

■  bill  ■ppropiiMing  mone^  for  >  baluice  doe 
the  heirs  of,  reeeiTtd        -  •  -I 

Mmmiticd  -  -  •  'I 

pteKd I 

C«n(<M,  ■  bill  proriding  for  the  enalnentiOD  of 
(b»  inhebituite  of  the  United   Stain  i»- 

committed  -  -  -  -     I 

reported  and  poMptniad  to  next  Manon 
Chapliiu  appointed        -  •  •  -    ' 

Charleston,  Boalh  Csndina,  memoiial  from  snn- 
drj  mochtnts  o^  comjdainiiig  of  the  in- 
jnrions  operation  of  the  reienue  lawi,  laid 
OD  the  table 
Claims,  ■  bill  Tor  limiting  the  time  within  which 
elainw  sgainst  the  United  Stales  for  credits 
on  the  book*  of  (he  Treasaij  mwj  be  pn- 
aented  for  allowance,  received      '  i 

pMaed  with  sniendments     .  -  - 

CIsrk,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  receiired    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading   -  -  - 

negatiTed   -  -  -  -  - 

Clerk  of  the  House,  office  of,  a  bill  allowing  addi' 
tional  eompraisatioD  to  tbe  principal  and 
engrossing  derka  in,  receiTSd 

passed  with  amendmeota     - 
Clerks,  a  hill  to  reriTe  and  continue  the  act  re- 
electing the  compensation  o(  received 

commilled  -  -  -  -  - 

amendment*  riported  ... 

Inll  pwed  ..'-.- 

amendments  disagreed  (o  by  the  House  and 
innsted  on  by  the  Senate 

the  Senate  recede    -  .  .  . 

CoUecton,  ■  bill  to  regolate  and  fix  the  compan- 

■aiioD  of  officen  employed  in  collecting 

the  inlemal  lereaue  and  to  instire  the  im- 

tlemeni  of  thcdr  accoimU,  received 

eunmitted  -  .  .  -  . 

passed  with  amendnenti     .  .  - 

amendmeDla  eoncarred  in    -  -        604, 

Commerce,  committee  appointed  on  ao  much  of 
tbe'  Pieddoit'*  Speech  as  relBtel  to  mess- 
Dree  ncoessary  for  the  protection  and  secu- 

■  bill  for  the  more  eSbctual  proleetian  of  tbe 
eommeree  and  coasto  of  the  United  Sutea 

a  bill  in  addition  to  said  act  rapoded 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 

V^ 

BiDanded  by  the  House 


Congraaa,  committee  appotnud  mi  tbe  sul^  tf 
amMuiing  tbe  law  of  1794,  restating  &e 
convening  of  Congreai  in  caae  of  ceiikfi. 

report  laid  on  the  laUe        -  -   t 

motion  for  appointing  a  committee  to  nifM 

oo  (be  propriety  of  altering  the  time  fcr  Sh 

Dcit  anniud  nweting  <^  agrerd  to  sad  * 

commillee  irfccnfeieiice  at^wnled    > 
(heir  report  ... 

a  toll  to  alter  the  time  iar  the  nnt  uu 

meeting  tX,  introduced  and  CTiwaiitlrd 
reported  and  passed 
rrjeeted  by  the  Hoa*e 
another  bill  iolTodneed 
third  reading  negatived 
Comieeticnt,  petition  from  the  loan  ofGco-  d  tUi 

Staler  praying  paynteut  of  his  accodnlt  tor 

extra  dsk  hire,  referred  tn  the  eMretar; 

of  tbe  Treasury.     (Bee  Imlay  WilHant. ) 


repwt  of  the  committee  laid  aa  the  table 
postponed  to  the  next  aeaaon 
Coastitntion,  motion  fat  propoaing  certain  iitidei 


conaideration  oFthe  motion  postponed 
motion  for  proposing  an  amendinent  i 
tioD  to  qnalificalions  for  the  offices  of  Pn>- 
dent  and  Vice  Prendent,  laid  ovo' 
Consols,  a  WII  making  an  appnqiiiatioD  for  Ibe  le- 
payment  of  moneys  advaneed  bj  the 
suls  of  the  United  Statea  in  cotun  t 


Contested  ekctioaB,  a  biQ  to  prasciibe  the  nwda  of 
taking  evidence  in  raaea  o(  and  to  cooipei 
attendance  of  witneasea,  reeeivad  -  -    4 


passed  with  eioeDdinents      -  •   ^ 

Crimes  against  the  United  States,  a  motion  for  Inn 

to  bring  in  a  bill  to  di^ne  the  aine  of 

treason,  and  to  define  and  pomA  the  atm 

ofsedition  -  -  .  -    I 

tail  reported  -  -  -  ■    ' 


■mended  by  the  Hoqh        -  -  '   ^ 

amendment  concnrred  in      -  -  '     m 

Ctoweli,  Srlvanns,  bill  lor  his  relief  noeived     -   ™ 

«JK"t«d !" 

pa-ed "* 

Canry,  Jsmea,  examination  of,  in  tbe  caae  of  Wil- 
liam Blount        -  -  .  -  1381 
hia  depodtioni        -                          -     M8*, «« 

Censtie,  a  bill  providing  for  IheenomentiHi  of  tbe 

tnbabitasta  oi  the  Unilwl  Btalee,  reoatrsd    *■'' 


d  with 


-Ml 


lU  disagreed  to  b^  tbe  Houe  sod 
to  b*  the  Senate  -  -  -  "'j 
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Ch^liiu,  naohlticn  for  appoinliiig  two,  of  difler- 


Clark,  Eli)iJi,  hii  dapontum  in  Bloont'i 
Clnki,  a  bill  lo  legciaiit  and  fix  the  cm 
at,  TedtmA  .  .  . 

nprated  uid  ordarcd  lo  the  third  ratding 


Cidlacton,  ■  bill  to  Mtablidi  the  eompeiuilioa  o 
offieui  emplojed  in  ooUectJng  the  daliei  a 

importa  tod  toniugc,  nceiied 


-  siai 

-  3191 

-  H13 

'  ssas 

-  3233 

-  B335 


Drtitan,  >  IhII  for  the  leliaf  of  penons  imjniaoiied 

foi  debta  dae  the  Uoileil  Sl&lea,  received  - 

committed  -  ■  ■  -  ■ 


ordered  to  the  Ihird  reading  - 

g.  bill  nipptanenUr^  lo  the  abovs,  reeeiTed 


sasi 

9S21 
3282 

Commene,  eommiUee  ioitnicted  lo  inquire  irhal 
ameadiMiib  are  new— ly  to  the  ad  in  ad- 
dition lo  the  Ml  <!«  ihe  man  elBxtual  pro- 
lactioaof  ....  33ia 

faill  reported  ....  sssG 

paiwd  .....  3S31 

(See  FrenA  ettizem. ) 
Congma,  a  bill  lo  alter  ttw  time  for  the  next  meet- 
ing o^  reported   ...  -3341 
paand        .....  2143 
Connecticut,  a  bill  to  anthohn  the  acceptance  of  a 
ceanoQ  from  this  Stale  of  the  (erritor;  call- 
edlha  WeMem  Rewrre   -            -  -  3199 
reported      .....  3303 
racomnilted            ....  3319 
reported      .....  3331 
ammdmenta  agreed  lo,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 

the  third  reading  ....  3337 
pMaed         .....  3830 
ConititnliMi,  reecdation  directing  the  Secretary  to 
have  a  uamber  of  copies,  together  with  the 
amendmenta,  bound  fbi  the  aae  of  Ihe  Se- 
nate       .....  3303 
agreed  to     -  .  .  -  3303 

Cotnt  of  Impeachmeot  fbnned     ...  319S 
resolution  for  diapensng  with  the  ayea  and 
noes  on  queationa  of  adjoumnwnt,  or  of 
granting  fuitiieT  tiow  to  the  paitiee  >  3199 

proceedinga  of  the  court       -  -3SfGto2319 

(SeeMxtnf,  WiUiam.) 
Crimea  against  Ihe  United  Sutes,  a  bill  for  the 
puniritment    of    certain,    therein    speci- 


ordered  to  the  Ihird  reading  - 


Dallas,  A.  J.,  one  of  the  coDDsel  for  Wm.  Blount 
Dsijton,  Jonathan,  of  New  Jeney,  elected  Speaker 

of  the  House       •  .         '   . 

Datics,  a  bill  laying  dnliea  on  Hcenaea  for  the  sale 

of  wines  and  foreigQ  diatilled  spirits,  n 

committed  -  .  -  - 

amendments  reported 
ordered  to  Ihe  third  reading  - 

a  bill  laying  duties  on  atamped  fellimi,  pareh- 


De  Gniae,  Count,  a  bill  antbotiiing  the  payneiit 
of  certain  sums  of  money  lo  the  dtu^iters 
of  Ihe  late,  receiTed 


483 
486 


Direct  tax-     (See  Tiux*.) 

Dooikeeper  and  his  aastslant,  a  bill  for  allowing  sd- 

ditional  compeoaation  lo,  reported  -    481 

paaMd  -  -  -48),  616 

a  resolution  investing  the  Doorkeeper  with  the 
Buthorily  of  Sergeanl-Bt^rma        -  -    497 

Duties,  a  bill  lo  poa^nne,  for  *  limited  time,  the 
eonmiencement  of  the  duties  on  stamped 
vellam,  parchmeiit,  dec,  received 


4VS 


andoi 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -              -              -  ' 

passed  with  amendment  -  -  -  ' 
amendment  diasgreed  lo  by  Ihe  House,  and 

adhered  lo  by  Ihe  SeaSite  -  ■  -  ' 
a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  laying  datiea  on  alamp- 

ed  vellum,  &c.,  received  -            •            -  1 

a  bill  to  amend  sud  act,  received      -  .    : 

reported      -  .  -  .    1 

passed  wilh  amendment       ... 
a  bill  fiirther  to  amend  said  act  received        -    1 
committed  -  .  .  .    1 

fiirther  conaidenilion  postponed  lo  next  sessian 
a  bill  to  rimtinne,  for  a  limited  time,  part  of 
Ihe  act  making  further  provision  li»  collect- 
ing the  duties  on  foreign  and  domeatic  dia- 
tilled spirila  and  on  atilla,  winea,  aud  tesa. 


a  bill  to  suapend,  tor  1  further  time,  the  du. 
ties  an  themanufactureof  snuffin  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  00  drawbacks  on  Ihe  export- 
atioD  thereof,  received      -  .  . 

p~«i 


Dallas,  A.  J.,  of  Penn^lvania,  hie  arguitieDt  in 

the  case  of  Willism  Blount  -  -  3363 

Davy,  William,  his  deposition  in  the  case  of  Wil- 
liam Blonnt         -  -  .  -  388S 
Distillen,  a  hill  respecting,  recmved        -  -  3337 
committed  -            .            .            .  .  383g 
passed         .....  3340 
Docks,  a  bill  anthoriijng  the  establishment  of,  re- 

tflivod  .....  lais 
reported  .....  aias 
OTdered  lo  the  third  reading  ■  -  2333 
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Doinkaaper,  Awwunl,  ■ppoinUil  ■  -  SI90 

DatiM,  a  bill  to  dler  the  (tamp  dutta  on  forcisn 
billaofexchangeand  bilk  of  lading,  impooed 
bf  the  act  lajingdutin  on  etamped  vellum, 
&c.,  received       .  -  -  -  ssii 

commitud  -----  3213 
reported      -  -  -  .  .  S328 


cotninitted  • 

reeooimilted 

i^orUd  with  amandmenti  ' 


-  ssr 

-  2118 

-  SS19 

-  SS30 

, -  asai 

D^n^o,  Chevalier,  a  letter  liom,  to  Um  chainnan 
of  the  conmattM  oo  ibe  impeachmeDt  of 
William  BloDnt  -  -  -  -  S4U 


I,  bin  antboruing  the  Prcadenl  to  lay, 

regulate,  and  revoke  embargoea,  inlrodoced  637 

orderad  to  the  diiid  reading              -            -  38 

rejected      ■            ■            -            •            -  80 

Enrolled  Inlli,  a  joint  coamiUee  on,  appointed     -  SO 

£dgar,  John,  and  otheia,  petition  ot,  praying  per- 
miamoQ  to  lay  out  eertun  donatiini  Ividi 
on  the  waten  of  Kaikaikik  creek,  preaenl- 
ed  aod  committed  ...     304 

reported  on  -  ,  .  .     316 

report  agreed  to      '  -  -     : 

JSmbargo,  leulation  relative  to  the  eipedieney  of 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  veaaeli  of  the  U. 
States  other  than  Iho«  employed  in  the 
coaMing  tiade  and  fiiheriea,  negatived      -    1 

Enrolled  billi,  a  joint  committee  on,  Bppoinled     -     ' 

EiMDtive  Depaitment,  motion  for  initituting  ■ 
■epaiale  Eieculive  Dqnitment  for  (he 
■upeiinteodence  of  the  naval  aUn  of  (he 
United  ata(eL     (See  Navy  DtpaHnicnt.) 

Eiecutita  leaaion  cdled  -  -     f 


Forngn  toteicoune,  a  bill  providing  the  mani  of 

intercoune  with  foreign  nationi,  tacdnd-   616 
coiamit(ed  -  -  •  -   in 

reparted      -  -  -  -   SH 

ordered  to  rhe  (bird  readbg  -  510 

(.'SSKd         -  -  -  -    iSl 

Foundriea,  ■  bill  niported  (o  enable  the  Pnidail 

to  purchiae  or  ieue  one  or  more  fouadiiM   615 
ordered  to  the  third  readi  ng  -    511 

amended  aad  paaaed  '  -  -hit 

Frar.ce,  a  bill  lo  auspend  commercial  intercoDne 
with  Trance  uid  the  dependendea  thtiMf, 


■    570 
.    571 


a  reaolii('on  anthoriiiog  the  printing  and  di*- 
tribution  of  ■  certain  number  of  copiu  of 
the  initructioni  to,  and  deapardiei  frotn, 
the  American  Envoya  at  Pari*     - 
concurred  in  -  -  - 

a  bill  declaring  (he  treatie*  betweeo  FniK* 
and  the  United  Slatea  void 


Eaton,  Captain,  hli  depodti»n  in  the  cue  of  Wil- 
liam Blount         -  -  -  -  3403 
Executive  aalaneii  a  bill  for  augmenting  the  eala- 

rie*  of  certain  executive  officera,  reported  -  S3S6 
imendmenta  reported  -  -  3338 

bill  ordered  (o  (he  third  reading  .  3338 


Polwell,  Richard,  reeolution  for  aubecribing  for  ■ 
number  of  ctqHM  irf  hia  edition  of  the  Jour- 
nal* of  Congreee 
FoMgn  coins,   a  bill  for  auapending  lor  a  1 
time  (he  aecond  nction  of  the  act  for 
lating  fweign  coins,  received 
rqwrtad  with  amendmenle  - 
reboQunitted  ... 


U  ordned  to  (he  third  reading 


■mendmentj  of  the  Houae  concurred  in 

a  Ull  to  amend  the  act  to  em^nd  commerdd 

inteicoujee  with,  in(rDduced 
reported       -  .  .  . 

committee   of  conference  appointed  o 

amer.dment  of  the  Houae 
repor(  of  the  committee 
Frank,  John,  a  bill  fin  hia  relief^  received 


reported  ai>d  paaaed 

Ftanking  privilege,  a   bill  granting  the  fiinUiii 

privilege  to  the  Attorney  General  and  (o  Ibt 

officer    commanding    the    United   SuW 

troi^ia,  received    -  -  .  -    i 

comditled  -  -  -  .  -   J 

rejected       -  -  .  .  -   5 

a  bill  granting  (be  franking  privilege  Co  tiic 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  ii.boduced  -    ^ 

paaaed h 

Fraada.     (See  Bank  of  the  Umled  Slaftt.) 
French  armed  ebipo,  a  bill  tor  enconragiog  Ike 

capture  o^  reported  -  .  -    i 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  .  ■    i 

non-coacuned  in  by  the  House        .  -    i 

French  paiBeogera,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  landing  of 
French  paaaenger*  and  other  penoD*  arriv- 
ing in  the  Uni(ad  Slate*  from  fbieign  eoan- 
ttiet,  reported     -  -  -  -   i 


France,  a  bill  tbrther  lo  luqieDd  cammeteial  inlet- 
couree  wi(h  France  and  her  dependenei**! 
received  and  committed   -  .  -  1! 


u  for  expunging  the  4th  and  Gth  aac. 
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Page. 
Fnnklin,  John,  hU  depMition  in  the  can  of  Wil- 

Jiun  BUnuit        .  -  .  -  S380 

Fnniji  citiiBni^  a  bill  eonceming  French  citixein 

csptnred  ukI  brought  into  the  U,  Statei    -  2316 

pwMd ssai 


Great  Britain,  >  tall  for  the  ■ppaintment  of  agiota 
in  leUtion  to  the  6th  artick  of  the  Trtatj 
with,  teceited  and  commiU«d 

npoited  with  ■meDdmenta  - 

onlfied  to  the  third  leading 


Galleji,  1  bill  authorizing  the  PmideDt  to  parchaae 
a  nmnberof  imill  Tesaeisto  be  equipped  ai 
gallejB,  reported  -  -  -  - 

ofderad  to  the  third  reading 


Georgia,  a  remooatrance  from  the  Legialiture  oC,  in 
relation  to  the  act  regulating  trade  with  the 
Indian  tribes  and  certain  Indian  Ireatiea, 
laidorer  ,  -  .  - 

conunitled  .... 

lepoited  on  -  >  -  -  I 

Gorenunent  officer*,  motion  for  appointing  a  com- 
nuttee  to  conaider  what  additiiHi  ought  to 
be  made  to  the  compenaation  of  officera  re- 
sident at  Uie  leat  of  Government  - 

(8eB  also,  Cler/it  and  Exemtive  lalariet,] 
GrtBse,  Caont  de.     (See  De  Grout.) 


dec,  laid  on  the  table     - 
poatponed  to  the  next  aeaaion 
mam,  Taylor,  and  Jonea,  of  PhJUdelphia,  a 
ibr  the  relief  o^  received  - 
committed .  -  -  - 

reported      ...  - 

reeotnaiitted 
reported,  with  amendmenta  - 


u  of|  in  the  case  of  Wil- 


Page. 
HatUU,  Jonathan,  a  bUl  for  (be  relief  of,  received  -  SSD8 

committad 3W>6 

reported 3S17 

ordered  to  third  reading      -  -  SS30 

pawed asa2 

Health  I^wa,  committee  appointed  on  that  por- 
tioQ  of  the  Prenilent'B  Speech  reapectiDg 
the  eipedienc;  of  eatabliahing  legulationa 
in  aid  of  the  health  laws  of  the  eeveral 
States.   -  .  -  -  '  S16S 

(See  QiMiranfinc.) 

Holden,  Abel,  jr.,  hia  depowtion  in  the  case  of 

William  Blount  -  ■  .  .  S4I> 

Hopkine,  Bliaa  B.,  his  deponlion  id  the  case  of 

WUliam  Blount-  -  -  -  8317 

Hunter,  John,  resignation  of      -  -  -  SI9V 

I. 

Impeachment.     (Bee  Bbunt,  WUSam.) 
IngersoU,  Jared,  of  Fannsjlvaniaioneof  tbacomi- 

sel  for  William  Blount   -  -  -      8B 


Tmlay,  Wiiliam,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  l«potted 


Impeachment,  a  bill  for  regulating  proceediDga  in 
caaee  ot  reported  ■  - 

Conadered  -  -  -  -  - 

third  reading  of  the  bill  negatived     - 
a  committee  appointed  to  report  a  mode  of 
proceeding  in  caaea  of     -  •  - 

report  of  the  committee        -  -  - 

recommitted,  again  reported,  and  adopted    • 
report  on  the  mode  of  administering  oalha  in 


S3DB 
3300 
£318  j 
3318 
3330 
3333 

-  3396 


Health  officer  and  hartmr  matter,  bill  giving  as- 
sent of  Congreai  to  an  act  of  ihe  Htate  of 
North  Carolina,  in  relation  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  those  offican  tor  the  port  of  M'it- 
mingtoD  -  -  -  -    ' 

Hbbart,  John  Sloes,  of  New  York,  resignation  of    1 
HatchioB,  Thomia,  petition  of,  praying  compen- 
■ation  for  the  sullerings  and  services  of  hia 
late   father,  the  Geographer-General,  laid 


Harper,  Mr.,  ofSoath  Carolina,  hia  argumeatin 
the  GBse  of  Ifae  impeaohment  m  William 


diacharge  of  th 
form  of  the  writ  of  summons 
Imprisonmmt  for  debts  due  the  United  State*. 

(»ee  Debtort.) 
InstructioDi  and  deapatchea,  resolution  for  print- 
ing certain.     (See  France.) 
Indiana,  a  bill  appropriating  a  sum  of  money  to 
defray  eipenses  of  holding  a  tiea^  with 
certain,  t      '     '      ' 

passed  with  a 
conctirred  in  - 


-  SIOS 


Impeachment,  court  o^  formed  - 
(See  Bloanl,  Wffiom.) 

Imports  and  tonnage.     (See  Dittie*-) 

Indiana,  a  committee  appointed  an  the  act  lo  reg- 
ulate trade  and  interconise  with  the  Indian 
tribaa   .  .  -  -  ■    3309 

a  bill  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preaerve  peace  on 
the  frontiers,  reported      .  .  -  338S 

passed        -  -  .         ■  -  -  3387  , 

Ingersoll,  Jaied,  of  Pennsylvania,  his  argument  in 

the  esse  of  William  Blount  -  -  3S7S 


Journals  of  Gongiass,  a  memorial  praying  that 
meaanrea  may  be  taken  lo  eacourage  the 
poblieation  of  the,  preaenied        -  -     6S4 

committed  -----    607 
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P»ge. 
Soarmix  of  Congnn — 

TMOliitiaii  dincling  i  ■nbacription  for  tout 

hnndred  copies  of  the  Joumeti  propcwd  to 

be  publiihad  by  Richard  Folwell  ■  ■    613 

Judiciuy,  motion  foi  ippoiDtiiig  a  committee  to 

raiiu  the  judiduy  sjatem,  poetponed  478, 479 

eomniitled 
the  committee  instructed  to  report  b;  bill 
e  bill  leportad         .  .  .  - 

a  bill  nipp1ementai7  to  the  act  to  eatablidi 

the  jndiciel  coarta,  reported  -  637,632 

iiirthei  coiuideratioa  poatponed  I 

•enion  .  -  -  ■        645, 648 

motion  for  aiTuiging  the  emerd  judicial  die- 

tricta  of  the  United  Btatea  into  four  dr- 


G49 


committed .  -  - 

report  thereon         ,  -  .  - 

a  bill  [o  alter  and  extend  the  prarinDna  of  the 

act  to  eslabliih  (be  judicial  coorta,  nqtorted    6C6 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
recommitled  -  .  -  . 

reported  vith  amendmenta  >  -  - 

report  agreed  to      - 

bUl  paaeed 

■  bill  providing  eompenaation  for  manhala, 

'jurtna,  wilnoeeca,  &c.,  received   - 
committed .  -  -  -  - 

reported      -  -  -  -  - 

poatponed  to  the  next  laaeion 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  eatabtiah  (he 

judicial  oourta  raeajved    -  -  . 


Joomila  of  ConjfreM,  reaolution  authoriiing  a  aub- 

■ciiptian  for  four  hundred  copies  of  the      -  SS3S 
ameoded  and  paeeed 
Jndieiaiy,  a  tnll  aupplementaiy  to  the  act  to  eatab- 
liahthe  judidalcourtaof  the  United Statea, 
reported- 
committed  -  -  - 


a  tnU  providing  for  the  aecurity  of  bail  ir 

tain  caaea,  reported 
anMmdmenta  leported 


3106 


a  bill  providing  compeDaation  for  man 

jama,  Ac,  leeeived 
amendmenta  reported 
ordered  to  the  Uiird  reading 


Kentucky,  meaaage  announdng  the  ratification,  bj 
thia  Slate,  of  the  amendment  to  the  Con- 
■titution  leapecting  the  aiubility  of  Btatea    483 

Kentucky,  Tenneaaee,  and  Maine,  a  committee 
appointed  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  al- 
tering the  time  for  holding  United  States 
court!  in  theae  diatricts    -  -  -    644 

Koadiuko,  Genoa],  a  bill  providing  foe  the  pay- 
ment of  the  inlanat  on  a  certificate  due 
him,  teoeived  and  eommitled        -  •    483 

repOTted,  and  ordaced  to  tbe  third  reading 


itdiMgreed  to  by  tbe  19 


48S 


Eoaditiko,  C 

the  Equate  inaiit    -  ... 

confarenoe  appointad — liMiate  edbae 
the  Hooae  recede    ■■  ... 

L. 

Land  Titlaa,  a  bill  reported  (or  oon&ming  tidnm 

poatponed  to  next  aeadon     - 
Lffwii,  Thomaa,  a  biH  for  the  relief  o^  nomd 

Li^t  Dragoona,  a  Inll  for  raising  an  lUiliMBl 


Landa,  petition  of  Btephea  Monot  and  otbtsn,  b- 
habitanta  of  Gallii^lia,  praying  for  i  giul 
of  certain  landa,  praeented  and  laid  »  (be 


committed  -  -  .  ■ 

reported  and  a  bill  ordered   - 

a  bill  authorizing  ttie  grant  reported 


■  bill  to  authorixe  ihe  eale  of  certuD  ]iak 
between  the  Great  and  Little  Miimi  riwn 

poatponed  -  .  -  .  tS 

recommitted,  reported,  and  again  pottpoced  U 

paaed M 

committee  app(unled  to  report  vriiat  altenliais 
Bteneceaaaryin  the  act  for  (he  aale  of  liadi 

in  the  Territory  Northweat  at  (he  Ohio  -  ^ 

a  bill  to  amend  the  aaid  act  reported  -  M 

committed  -  -  -  .         .  S 

reported  with  BmendmeDt    -  -         •  >> 

ordered  to  the  third  reeding  -  -  '' 

reaolntion  reqaeating  the  Secretary  of  tbr 
Treeaur;  to  report  the  progreaa  made  be 
the  Burvejor  Gemnd  in  layii^  off  ti 
landa  directed  to  be  aorreyed  by  (be  vB 
of  the  ISth  M^  and  let  Jumi,  t796      -  M 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treanitj  oa 
the  atate  of  (he  Weatero  landa,  ncond 
and  committed    .  .  .         .  H 

Landa  and  dwell  in  g.houaeB,  a  bill  to  proridc  b 
the  valuation  of,  and  for  the  enumentiin 
of  alaves  in  the  United  8(alaB,  teMJTcd   ■  N 

commiKed  .  -  - 


conaidered  -  .  . 

ordered  (o  the  third  reading 
further  coiwdered   - 
dvoth 


the , . 

Lapaley,   Margaret,  petition  <^  praying  r 
of  loat  certificate,  preaented  and  or* 

Lapatey,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  relief  (rf'  the  le 
reasntativea  o^  reported  • 
ordered  to  Ihe  third  reading 


pe  before  the  next 
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Lewia,ThoiiMi,  BtnllfortheiBlicfoi;  raceived   -    I 
omumiltad  -  '  -  -  -     I 

Tepcsted,  md  third  reading  negatind  -     I 

Ltealenant  General.   (See  Wathinglon,  Gat.) 
Light-hoiuei,  Ac,,  a  bill  aalhoiiiiiig  the  erection 
of  a  light-house,  and  placing  buoji  at  cer- 
tain placea  therein  mentiooed,  received     -     i 

paami  wifli  amendments      -  '  -    I 

tiMti<Mi  for  appointing  a  cotmnittae  to  report 
OD  the  eipediency  of  erecting  a  light- 
hooae  at  Old  Point  Comfbrt,  (Va.)  ereA- 
iag  a  beecm  at  Tjbee  island,  (Ga.)  and 
fttvag  bnofi  at  the  month  of  the  Saran- 

Teaalotion  requeMing  the  'Secivtary  at  (he 
Tnamrj  to  report  on  the  neceesil?  of  these 
meanme  and  the  eipeoee  attending  Uiein    •  i 

a  bill  for  ereeting  light  hoDiee,  and  placing 
buojs  and  italtee  at  place*  therein  named, 

reported     -  -  -  -    i 

anoAer  bill,  for  the  same  porpose,  reecdTed 

and  eomnutted    .  .  -  - 

reported      -  -  -  -  -     i 

Loan,  a  Ull  to  enable  the  FresidenI  to  borrow 
money  for  the  public  serrice,  rrceived 
committed  ----- 
reported      -  -  .  .  - 

ordered  to  third  reading 
passed  with  amendments     -  -  - 

conference  a[^)oi[ited  on  one  of  the  amend- 

the  Senate  recede    -  .  .  - 

the  Hoqse  recede  from  their  disagreement 
a  bill  to  avlhoriie  die  President  to  obtain  a 
loin  on  the  credit  of  the  direct  tax,   re- 
committed -  -  -  -  - 

Loan  Office  Certificates,  Ac,  a  bill  ntpacdng 
themraeei(ed      -  -  .  . 


ordtred  to  the  third  reading 


Thiik*",  committee  appirinled  to  report  what  amend- 
ments are  neecwary  in  the  act  providing 
for  die  Mle  of  lands  in  the  Tenilory  North- 
west of  the  Ohio 

a  bill  to  ameitd  said  act  leported 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 


a  bill  to  amend  the  act  riqnil*ting  grants  of 
lands  for  militoir  services,  and  for  ihe  80- 
de^  of   United   Brethren,   recmved  and 


Klip 


I  reported  - 


■  bill  anthorintig  the  sale  of  certain  kuda  be- 
tween the  Great  and  Little  Mikmi  livela, 
and  giving  a  pre-emption  to  certain  por- 
nhosirn  received  and  omnnutted  -  -  S 

reported  and  paned  'S 


Page 
Lands  and  dwtlUng-hiHises,  a  lull  to  amend  ttw 

act  proviffing  fin  the  veloatuHi  of^  received  3314 
committed  -  -  -  -  saig 

amendments  reported  -  -  -  S339 

agreed  to    -  -  -  31SS 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  and  poseed  -  IS37 
John,  of  New  York,  elected  President 
proitmmre  -  ■  S189 

Laws  of  Ihe  United  Btates,  a  bill  in  addition  to 
the  act  for  the  more  general  promulgation 
of,  passed  .  .  -  .  1189 

Leiher,  George,  deposition  o^  in  the  case  of  Wil- 
liam Bloimt         .  .  -  .  S370 
Lewis,  Thomas,  petition  0^  presented  and  com- 
mitted    -            ■            .            -  .  S19S 
bill  for  the  relief  oi;  reporled  ■  SlOfi 
passed        -----  SSO8 
Light-hoDses,  du:.,  a  bill  for  Heeling  a  beacon  on 

Boon  Island  rseeiTed  and  eonmulted        -  1330 
rqmrted     -  -  -  -  .  SSSS 

poesed         .  .  .  -  .  xus 

Lovely,  W.  L.,  deposiUon  0^  in  the  case  of  WU- 

Bloonl        .  -  -  .  3S88 


tranionitUng  duplicates  of  certain  dacumsnts 
□n   the  subject  of  bnilding  two  slups  for  fhe 
Dcy  of  Atgieni,  and  in  telaljiin  to  the  pow- 
ers indnluy  of  the  eonaul  it  ibat  place     ' 
ntthe  sabject  offureign  intelligence 
Mileage,  bill  allowing  full  mileage  to  the  membere 
of  borhHonses,  reported - 


H)lital7  Establisbment,  a  bill  for  Ihe  sugmento' 
tionoffhe  regular  ariUtery  and  cavalry,  and 
making  arrangements  for  a  provinonal  ar- 
my, reported  -  -  -  17^ 
a  bill  for  rainng  an  additional  corps  of  light- 
dragoons,  negatived 

MiUlia,  a  bill  Buthorizicg  a  detachment  from  Ihe, 


Maine.     (See  Kmtucky. ) 

Marine  corpg,  a  bill  for  eataUtduDg  it  received  -    1 

committed  -  -  -  -  -    1 

reported      -  -  -  ■  -    1 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -     1 

Mirahals,  jurore,  &e.     (SaaJu^tiary.'j 
Maryland,  a  tnll  to  continue  the  set  giving  aaaent 
of  Congress  10  im  act  of  Ihts  Htste  reqiect 
ing  Ihe  appointment  of  a  health  i^cer,  re- 
ordered to  the  diird  reading  -  -    1 
passed                                                      -  -     1 
.  a  bill  giving  assent  of  Congress  to 
an  act  of  this  State,  received  .    I 
reportod     -            -            -            -            .     1 
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Merchanl  i«ia«la,  »  hilllo  an 

■gUDit  French  depredfttioiu,  [«c«itsd 
comnuUed  ■  .  .  • 

rqMwteJ      .  ,  •  . 

ordered  to  the  third  readiDg; 


a  concurrad        -  .  - 

iBige,  the  President'*,  cominiuiicatiiig  a  letter 

bom  the  Judges  of  the  Bupreme  Court  od 

the  autaJBct  o{  altering  the  time  for  holding 

the  Circuit  Court  for  Delswire     - 

lr>DDuitl3Dg  *  report  of  the  SecnUrj  of  State 
on  the  BUbjecl  of  the  ntiGcation  of  the 
amendioeat  to  the  Conatilution  respecting 
the  auabili^  of  States       .  .  - 

tranamittiDg  a  rapneentaliim  from  the  Beat  ■ 
tary  of  War  of  the  itate  of  aSain  in  blade- 
paitDlHit  -  ■  -  -    ' 

tranamittieg  a  report  bom  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  a  cop;  of  the  act  of  Kentuekj 
rati^ing  the  amendment  to  the  Couatitu- 

le  appointment  of  Commiason' 
ra  to  treat  with  the  Cherokee  lodiana  and 
if^opriation  to  defray 
s  of  the  treaty      -  -  -    ■ 

ng  a  repreM&tatiini  from  the  Judge 
of  the  Paun^lvania  ^Mriet,  aitd  a  t« 
ptst  of  the  AtloriK?  General  in  relatioii  to 
the  act  for  relief  of  peraona  impriaoned  for 


debt 


truumitting  a  report  from  the  Secrdary  of 
Stale  fhmi^ng  additional  information  on 
the  at*te  of  affure  in  tbe  tenitoda  on  the 
Miaaiaoi^  with  the  Indiana,  and  with  the 
Spaniah  ChivemiDenl      -  -  -    ' 

'  iBof  two  acta  of  the  Brilish 


tranamttiQg  anndry  papers  in  relation  to  out- 
n^ea  commitled  in  tbe  harbor  of  Charleaton 
by  a  French  privateer      .  -  - 

traiumiltisB  an  account  of  eipoiditurea  from 
the  contingent  fund  .  ,  . 

tranamilting  an  account  of  eiptndituTea  un  • 
der  the  act  [Daking  appropdationa  for 
prosecuting  cleiou  of  American  catiiens 
for  property  captured   by  the   beUigsrent 

tranimilting  a  meioorial  from  the  Commia- 
noneia  of  the  city  of  Waahin^n 

tranamittiiiig  deepatchea  from  the  American 
EQTOyB  at  Pari!  -  616,  G36,  S&S,  STl, 


tor  the  defence  of  the  country  and  the  pro- 
tection of  commercial  intereata 
tranamitting  a  letter  from  Mr.  Geriy  and  in- 


trananuttiog  a  letter  and  certain  documenla 

from  the  OoTemor  of  PennijlTanis 
reqaeatiDg  a  poetpODement  of  the  adjauru- 


1   letter  from  General    Waah- 
inglon  accepting  the  appointment  of  Lieu- 
tenant Geoenil  and  Commander  in-Chief  - 
making  aundry  oominalioiiB  for  miiileiy  ^i- 


Hilitia,  a  bill  directing  the  payiarHil  of  a  dettdi- 
mentofmiiidaforaerviceain   ' 
of  IT94,  under  Major  On,  n 


a  bill  proridi 


Military  Eatabliahmeot,  a  bill  making  mvofaia 
tiona  for  the  auppwt  o^  for  tiie  year  ai!»«ai 
teen  hundred  and  nina^-aghl,  reeuTed 


dwiHi 

5T4,  575 
a  bilt  to  amend  the  act  to  ammd  and  in  pwt 
repeil  the  act  to  Gi  and  eataUiah  the,  im- 
ported   -  -  -  -  -    MJ 
committed  -----    SS4 
reported                      -              -              -  -     547 
puaed                                   -            -  -    S6S 
Hilitary  atoree,  dte.     (See  Arnu.) 
MiviBBipiH  Territcoy,  a  bill  authorizing  theaMab- 
liahment  of  a  goiemment  for  thu  usiiutj, 
teported              -            -            .             .    511 

amended  by  the  House        .  .  -    iSi 

ameridment  concuned  is  '''^ 

inley,  Hu 


Marine  corpa,  a  tnll  authoriong 

of  the  corpa,  Feeuved  and  eommittiid 
reportad  and  iwdeied  to  a  third  reading 


app<mited    i 


Mathera,   James,  ji 

hia  account  of  eipenaee  in  aerving  proceaa  i 

CO  William  Bloimt,  referred  ' 
resolntion  granting  bim  extra  c 
Mathen,  Jauiea,  aen.,  a  bill  forrelief  i 
ordered  to  the  third 


reaotution  granting  him  extra  cotnpenatxia  -  IHl 
Medical  Eatabliahment,  a  bill  for  the  regnlatiai  of 

the,  reported        -  -  ■  -  * 


Heaai^e,  the  Preaideot'a,  encloaing  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  10  tbenil- 
itary  eeUbliahm^t  ...  S]» 

traruoiittitig  an  account  of  expenditum  fnm 
the  Eiecutive  coDlingent  fund  -  X 

enctoeiog  a  common  ication  upon  the  ral^ect 
of  our  reUtiona  with  France        -  -  * 

cnelMing  ■  report  from  tlte  Secretary  ef  Stale 
upon  tbe  above  ulbjeet,  -  -  -  t 

eneloeiag  an  edict  id'  the  French  Omtiarj  -  U9> 

eocloong  a  report  from  tbe  tUnUoi  of  the 
Mint      -  -  -  -  -  t 
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P»se. 
Mcawge,  PreaidBnl^i,  andoong  ■  >Utem«iit  of  the 
farea,  tcmnag^  Ac,  of  th«  priTtta  utaed 
riiipa  of  (ha  U.  Sutei  S33T 

MiUtia,  a  bill  to  aulhoiiza  a  dctadunBnt  o^  receWed 

and  oommittad    .  .  -  -  3SS4 

rapaned      .  -  .  -  -  S33T 

ordand  to  tha  lUrd  reading  -  -  S33B 

amandsd    .   '•        .  .  -  -  S240 

pnaed K841 

ameodmant  diiagreed  to  bj  the  Hooae  and  the 
Ull  poa^KiiMd  to  the  next  aeanon  -  SHt 

Militaij  EftabliihownU  ■  bill  making  appropria- 

tioiu  for  tba  mppoltof  fltc^  Tec«nv«d  -  8SSS 


Mititai?  aaivicaa^  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  ngalaliag 

graDla  of  land  for,  received  and  conmutUd    1334 
repuTted      -  .  -  -  .  1336 

pwMid 3S3S 

McDennott,  Paal,  p«tilion  c<  pnjring  a  nttlament 

ofhiiaccounta     -  ■  .  .  SSU 

McKinley  Hugh,  readutLon  for  compeniatioii  of   -  3343 

N. 


Naval  Defence,  a  bill  for  eatablidung  a  ijatem  of 
nsral  defence  and  authoriiing  the  armiog  of 
priTBte  ve(■eb^  reported   - 

raconunittad  ... 

reported      -  -  -  - 

ordered  to  the  third  reeding- 

ameaded  b;  the  Hoiue 

■ODie  of  the  amendmanti  agnod  to  and 


WMUted   -  .  -  - 

tbair  i^on  ... 

the  Hooae  reoeds  from  their  fint  amandoMot 

NewapapH*.  order  for  aupplyiog  Ibem  br  Soiaton 

North  Carolina,  a  bill  for  reTiviDg  and  continnlng 

■uitiin  theCiieoit  CoartBforthedLrtiictoi; 


NatnraJization,   a  tnll   mpplementary  to,  and  in 
anModment  of,  the  bUl  to  aatabliih  an  uni- 
form rule  of  natnraliiation,  reeaiTad 
committed  .  -  -  .  - 

reported     .  -  .  .  - 

ordered  lotbathird  reading  ■  ■  . 

NaTal  Annamrnt,  a  bill  making  an  additianal  np- 
proprittioD  to  provide  and  eoppoit  a  Ba^ 


ordered  to  tba  thkd  reading  - 

p.^     - 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  pronde  a 


P"^ 

a,  bill  makmg  appropriations  fbr  an  additional 

naval  armament,  recalled  attdeommitted    - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  - 

aomo  of  the  imendmenU  agreed  to  and  othera 
diaagreed  to         -  -  -  - 

tbe  Senate  recede  from  their  dingreement 


Nav;  Department,  motion  lor  a  committee  to  ccm- 

iider  the  praprietj  of  inatitnting  a  aeparate 

Executive  depuUnent  lor  the  aapermlan' 

dence  of  naval  afflir*       -  -  -     i 

motion  agreed  lo  and  a  committee  appointed  -    < 

a  bill  to  eatabliah  the  department  reported      -     I 

ordered  to  third  reading        -  -  -     I 

Newspapen,  order  fbr  n^jing  them  to  Sanalon  ' 
rfominetioQi  and  confiintationB  -     630,  SSI,  BS8,  I 
North  Carolina,  a  bill  givbg  aaaeni  of  CongreaH  (o 
certain  acta  of  thii  State  reapaeting  the  ap- 
pointment of  health  officer  and  hartmr  maa- 
ler  for  the  poit  of  Wilmington,  reported    -  * 
a  bill  declsring  the  aaaent  of  Coogrrae  to  cer- 
tain acta  of  ihii  State,  recnved     •  I 
committed  -            -            -            -             -  I 
reported      -            -                          -            -  I 
negatived                                            -            -  I 
North  and  Veae;,  bill  fbr  the  relief  of,  reodved    -  i 
amended  and  naned                         -            -  i 


Navy,  a  bill  for  the  augmentation  of  the  Navy  re- 
ceived      3S18 

ordered  to  the  tliiid  reading-  -  -  83M 

paMed 3236 

a  bill  fliing  the  pay  of  Captaina  and  Com- 

mandera  of  diipa  of  war,  received  -  -  S3S1 

paaaed         ....  3336 
a  bill  for  the  govanunenl  of  tlia  Navy  re- 
ceived   -  -  ■       -  -  tno 


1  bill  n 
tbe  Naval  ei 


■MiduD 


«ved- 


-  3SSS 


1  UU  aothotixlng  die  Preadant  to  All  vacan- 
eiea  in  the  army  and  navy,  paaaed  ■  -  3341 

Newspaper^  order  tor  sapplying  them  to  Senaten  3190 
NoTthvreatem  Tarrittny,  a  rqrart  and  mindry  p>- 
pan  napecting  claima  in  aaid  Territory, 
committad  .  -  ■  -  .  S1B& 

a  commitlea  appointed  to  conaidtf  whether 
any  diviiion  or  other  alt«rali«a  ought  to  ba 
made  in  the  Govemmnit  of  the  Tenitoiy  -  SSOS 
a  bill  to  reform  the  Soperlor  Conrt  of  i» 

Territory  reported  -  -  -  2317 

ordered  lo  the  third  reading  -  -  3330 

paned Mtl 

rea^ation  for  appcnuting  a  eommittea  to  ex. 
amine  the  lawa  idopted  by  the  Oovenl- 
mentoftiieTerrilory      .  -  -3903 

agreed  to  and  a  commitlea  appointed  .  3308 

report  irom  the  Ooveraot  of  the,  on  the  Milv- 
ject  orweatem  landa  reoeiired        -  •  SM* 

(See,  aleo,  Landt) 


Order,  a  qnestioo  ol,  nttled 
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Oatlu,  hna  of  the  mth  to  ba  •dminwCend  in  cum 

orimpeKhment  -  -  -    603 

s  bill  giTing  ■ulborit;  to  cenaiti  officen  and 
otim  panoDi  (o  ulininiMer  otthi,  received    537 
639 
644 


lepoitMl  tod  ordered  to  the  third  reading 
Ohio  lend*.  (See  I^titdl) 

1  the  cue   of 


Porti  Bod  turbon,  i  bill  to  [HxiTide  for  the  further 
detenoe  of,  received  ... 

orderBd  to  the  thirid  reeding 

Pnadeat  of  the  United  SlRtoi,  hii  Speech  delivered 

(Baa  Index  to  jmtadijip  of  the  Home.) 

uuwer  of  the  Sanile  ... 

hii  rafd;  ibereto      -  .  .  . 

■abjacti  of  the  Speech  ctHamiRed 

Prendent  pro  lent.,  elected        .  .  ■ 

Private  riiipa,  a  bill  to  prevent  the  arming  oC,  ei- 

-  "n  caaei,  introduced  - 


Privalaering,  ■  Inll  for  the  prevenljoa  of,  repotted 


Pi^,  pauchment,  ice.,  datiea  on  atampad.  (See 
DuliiM.) 

ionen,  a  committee  appointed  to  lepoit  on 
the  UU  directing  the  SacTetai^  of  War  to 
place  certain  pereona  on  the  poniion  liit  - 

■  biU  for  tbet  pnrpoae   leceived  from   the 


amended  and  paand  ... 

PiDckDcy,  Tbomaa,  ■  letter  from  him,  reqneatiiig 
iIm  direction  of  Coagreaa  in  reapect  to  cer- 
tain inaenta  offered  him  bj  the  Ghncm- 
~~taof  Great  Britain  and  Spain 


report  aDtharimng  Ae  acceptance  ot  the  pie- 

duagreed  to  bf  the  Ebuae    -  -  . 

pMt*  and  harboia,  a  reaolution  in  relation  to  the 

eipedieocj  of  completing  the  fortifieatioDa 

a  bill  Hipplemenlaij  to  the  act  {Ooviding  Ibr 
the  further  drfencfe  o^  received 

Poat  Office,  a  bill  to  continue  the  fifth  aaction 
of  the  act,  in  additum  to  the  act  fw  Mtab- 
liehing  the  poat  office,  racdvod    - 


Preaident  (^  the  United  Statn,  hia  Bpeedk  dcCv- 


17 1 


index  la  procetdiTig*  of  the  Haute.) 
anawer  of  the  Senate  ...    4n 

hia  reply    .  -  .  -  .    474 

motion  for  appoiatiog  a  commiltee  to  ptegmx 
an  addreee  to  bim  in  cammeodatkn  of  hia 
coune  in  relattoa  to  the  negotiatiooa  with 
France    -----    btt 
meeeagea  of  the.     (See  Jfeot^.) 
PreMdentjirofeni.,  elected         -  -  470,691 

FroviaioDal  army.     (See  Army.) 
PnrrajoT  of  P^ilic  Snppliea,  ■   bill  to  aoMaid 
the  act  eirtablidung  the  office  ot,    iiitio- 


600 


Pickering,  Timoth;,  letter  from,  tt 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount    -  137t 
Poet  Office,  a  ImU  to  eiAibliih  the  poet  office,  t*- 

ceiTed  Bod  cODUsitted       -  .  .  9S31 

repotted     .  .  -  .  .  S134 

puaed        .  .  -  -  .  S«36 

PrMident  of  the  United  Btatea,  hia  ^teech  deli*- 

ered.     (See  Proeetdingt  oftke  Hmit.) 

amwec  thereto  -SIM 

bu  reply tlM 

"  Itm.,  elected         -  -      S  LS9,  SSS4 


Q- 


n  of  CoDgnaa  to  the  oppaaeed 
ooodition  of  the  AMcan  raca,  ai^  to  the 
pnvalenca  rf  general  vice  and  imi 
'■  "    n  the  table   . 


Quarantine,  ■  bill  respecting  qnaraotiiie  and  health 

lawa,  recetvad  -  ■  .  -  3X08 
conuoitted-  .  .  -  -  mo 
reported  ...  -  -  S«J 
ordetsd  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  SMS 
paaaed S*«S 


Bulei,  a  new  rule  piopaaed         ... 

oonaideration  poatponod  to  the  next  aaaakm   - 

Bepoit  of  the  aelect  committee  appointed  to  in*n- 

tigate  the  chaigee  againal  William  BhMmt 

Bead,  Jacob,  of  South  Carolina,  elected  Pieaident 


ijamin,  petition  o^  preeenled,  and  com- 

report  adopted        -  .  -  . 

Befngeea,  a  biU  for  tbe  relief  of  the  lefugeu  frooi 

Canadaand  Nova  Scotia,  teciivedandmai- 
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INDEX. 

Senate  Proceeding: 


farther « 


ridETi 


496 


,  ind  DTdered  lo  Iha  third  reidieg 
paaed  with  amMidiDenti    • 
nmw  of  lh«  kmendmeata  diMgieed  to 
the  Smtte  inait    -  -  . 

canioittae  of  oonTerence  ippointed  ' 
nport  of  comniittae,  ind  acdon  tb«r«oii   A3I,  633 
BereniM  Cottan,  t  bill  to  contiDue  a  part  of  tba 
act  leqMclinB  the  compeimtifNi  of  llie  ata- 
Dan  and  mahnara  of  the  rmeaue  entlara  -      6S3 
ordared  to  the  third  reading  -     BM 

smaoded  and  pased  -         -  '  -    665 

bill  to  amand  aaid  act,  reported         -  -  ]S76 

ReTenae  hwa,  memorinl  from  owDen  and  teneea 
of  whama  in  CharlesloD,  aaking  relief 
from  the  injorioua  Operatioii  (d,  laid  on  the 


imiltad 
dwith 


>e  third  reading    -     C69 
-    670 


-    874 
the  Houaa  diaagree  to  the  firat  aod  agree  to 

Ibeothair,  with  an  amendment  to  tfae  blU     6SI 
commitlaeof  conference  appointed   -  A89,  5SS 

tbeir  report  ....     ggg 

ftuther  conaideratioa  of  tbe  bill  poa^Mned  to 
the  next  aeanm  -  -  .  -698 

(8aa,  alao.  CaOettort.') 
Rale^  an  ■mendmenl  to  tbe  19th  rule   propoaed. 


ECeport   of   the   CommtaaiiHieii  of   the   Sinking 
Fund      ..... 
IhU  vaating  the  power  of  ratalialion 
in  the  Pramdent  of  the  United  Btalea  in 
certain  mat,  repor  ed    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 


of  the 
>ae  of  Wil- 


Xipler,  SAn  P.. 

liam  Blount 
a  letter  from  him 

mittee  of  impeachnwnt 
Eogera,  John,  hia  deponlion  i 

liam  Bloant        ... 
Coooayne,  Dr.  N.,  hia  depoaition  in  the  aae  of 

William  Blount 
loaa,  Jamea,  elected  Preodent  pro  ttmport 
Lnaaell,   Joaeph,  and  othera,  petition  of;  praying 
payment  of  a  claim  againat  the  United 
tJutea,  laid  on  the  table  -  -  . 

committed  .  .  .  . 

poBtponed  to  the  oext  eeanon 


8pifita.      (See  Dalia.) 

Stock,  a  bill  farther  to  authmiie  (be  uaiufeT  of 
atocki  ilandiiig  lo   the  credit  of  certaja 


B  relief  of  mA  and  dIaaUed 


Sedgwick,  Theodore,  elected  Piemdentpre  /em-  • 

Sedition,  a  bill  lo  define  and  pnoiah  the  crime  of| 

reported  .  .  .  . 

oommilted  -'-.*- 


amended  bj  the  Hooae        -  -  -     ( 

amendment  ooncorred  in      ■  -  -    ( 

Senate,  adjonmment  of  the  L^alatiTe  au«on    -    i 
opening  of  the  Eiecntiva  nMon     -  -    ( 

Senate  Cbambei,  motion  declaring  it  ont  of  order 
to  moTe  (at  the  adnunton  of  paraoni  upon 
the  floor  for  the  pmpoae  of  preeenting  ad- 
dreaaea  or  hearirg  them  read        -  -    I 

Senatora,  attendanoe  of  469,  470,  473,  476,  477,  4' 
480,  483,  486,  491,  495,  606,  659,  I 
raaidation  reapocting  the  impeaehisent  of  Ben- 
committed  -  -  •  -  -    1 
motion  to  prohibit  Senators  giving  or  recen- 
ing  viuta  (rum  tbreign  agaola  oi  Miniatera 
without  the  leave  of  the  Senate,  nc^tived    ( 
a  liM  of  tloae  pnaant  at  the  opening  ai  the 
Eiecutlie  aeaiion            •            -            -    < 
%  Fund,  iqiort  from  the  Commiaaionera  of 


the 


bill  to  provide  for  the  enumeratiori  of. 
(See  l^vtU  and  duidling  Aotuet.) 
Smith,  Keuben,  and  other*,  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  o^ 
racmved  and  committed    ... 

Snoff.     (See  i>uti'a.] 

Stilla,  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  making  entry  of^ 

received  

committed  .... 


ordered  to  the  third  re 


idment  diaagreed  to  - 
committee  of  conference  appointed  * 
the  Hoiue  adhere    -  -  -  - 

poatponed  to  the  next  aeaaion 
anouter  bill  for  the  aame  purpoae  recrived 
poatponed  tn  the  rwxt  aeaiion 
Surreyor,  a  bill  to  eatabliih  an  annual  aalary  for 
the  Snrrayor  of  the  port  of  Glouceeter, 


-9,  10,  II,  II,  16,  33 


»ived- 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
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Senate  Proceedittgt. 


Sduwa.     (aee  Cttrht  uid  BxeailtM.) 
ShkIi,  CoDitbrt,  •  bill  lor  hie  relief  reccii 

conuuiued  ... 


leD,  a  bill  in  addition  U 
nek  snd  dinbled  m 
comtnitted 


-  3S3S 

.  asss 

-  3340 


f  of 


-  3333 
•  333S 

-  3340 
■  bill  In  cODtiuae  the  act  for  the  nlief  and 

proteettan  of  American  wamen,  received 

and  committed    -  -  -  -  3S84 

roported      -----  3387 

pamai        .  .  .  .  .  smq 

Seentary  at  Ibe  Senate,  reaolntiun  granting  extra 

companaation  to  Che  deika  in  the  office  of    3343 

Sraaton  preamt  at  the  opening  of  the  aeanon     -  3189 

(aitber  attandanoe  of        31SI,  S1S4,  3107,  3108, 

aSOO,  330a,  330s,  8306,  3311,  3331 

Anking  Funit,  report  from  the  CamnuMOiieii 

of  the     ■  -  -  .  -  31M 

Sooiet;  of  L'nited  Brethren.     (See  Landt.) 
Bpedal  bail,  a  biD  reapacting  the  ntodeof  «an«iid- 
ering  a  defendant  hdd  to  apacial  tail  in 
one  diatrict,  and  aAerwarda  arreated  in  an- 
other, reportal    -  .  -  .  S316 
committed  -            -            .            .  .  3317 
reported  with  amendmeaU  -            .            .  3336 
orckred  to  the  third  reading              -            -  333S 
paaaed        .            .            .            -            .  SS39 
Btamp  datiot,  a  lull  to  alter  the  itaiap  dntiea  on 
foreign  biUa  of  eichangn  and  bill*  of  lad- 
d  Ij  the  act  laying  dntia  on 
vellum,  &c.,  TeeiiiT«d    -            -  3311 
-  3313 

reported  and  orderod  to  the  third  raadiiig      -  3336 

caaaed         -  .  .  .  .  ^ajj 

I,  Robert,  a  bill  aodwriang  liia  diadtarge 

from  impriaonment,  leceiTed        -  -  3333 

committed  ■  -  -  -  3)34 


TnAuaaec,  petilion  and  memorial  from  the  Legia- 
lalore  of  Ihia  State  againat  the  eitemion 
of  the  Cherokee  boondary  line,  preaenled 
and  committed    •  -  -  -    ' 

a  bill  to  eilend  to  the  dktrid  of  Teanawe 
the  election  in  Ibe  TOtb  aectjon  of  tbc 
act  to  proride  for  the  collectiiMi  of  gaod% 
wiree,  dec,  imported  into  the  nnilad 
StatM,  reported  and  comntitttid     -  -    ' 

(See  Kentucky.) 

Terntory,  motion  for  appointing  a  committee  to 
inquire  wbal  territory  lying  aonth  and 
aouthweat  of  (leoTgia  belonga  to  the  United 
"■  '     "i  govenung 


State*,  and  to  report  a  plan 
IhoM 


(See  Muiiuippi.) 


ittiippi.) 


I  bring  in  a  bill  to  de- 


■nd  puni^  aedition 


bUlb 


ing,  impoaad  h 
■tamped  vellun 


Trade  of  the  United  Stalee,  meaaarei  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the.  (See  Camnwm  and  -ffa- 
vai  Defaux.) 

Trerty.     (See  Great  Britain.) 

Trewnrer  of  the  United  Stataa,  hia  accounts  re- 

Trauory,  a  letter  from  the  Comptroller,  raoeived 

and  committed    -  -  -  -      3 1 

rqwrted  .  -  .  -      33 

Taiea,  a  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax,  re- 
ceived    -  -  .  ,  -    606 
repotted      -            .             .            .  .    500 
teport  conaidered     -            ■            .        eOl,  SOS 
biil  paaaed  mth  amendmeDt*            -            -    6DE 
the  Senate  recede  from  the  amendmenta  dia- 
agreed  to  by  the  Hoiue,  and  dingree  to 
the  amendoient  of  the  Hooae  to  the  ISlh 
auNidraent         -            -            -            -    g^g 
the  HoDae  recede  ftom  Ihe  ammidnnnt  609 
report  on  the  enrolment  of  the  bill  -  SIS  I 


committf^  -  -  -  •  -     I 

amended  by  the  Houae        -  -  -    I 

amendment  concurred  in      -  -  -    I 

Treamrer  of  the  United  Stataa,  hia  aooKinta  re- 
ceived     -  477,  479,  486,  637,  UT,  i 
Treaimy  and  War  Depaitmenta,  a  bill  to  alter  and 
amend  the  act  id  aking  alterationa  in  tbeae 
depaitmenta,  and  to  alter  and  amend  the  aict 
to  ealabliah  the  office  of  Purveyor  of  Public 
Suppliea,  introduced        -  -  -    5 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  •            -  -    S 
title  amended  and  the  bill  paaaed      -  -    6 
amended  by  the  Houaa        -            -  -    G 
amendmenla  committed        -             -  .6 
repnt  of  the  committee        '            -             -    t 
Treaty.     (See  FronM  and  ituA'aTU.) 
Turner,  George,  petition  of  praying  confinnBtioD  of 
hia  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  pnaenled 
and  committed    -            -             >             .41 
■  bill  reported         -            -             -             -    4! 


Tuewell  Heni;,  of  Virginia,  hi*daalh  uuioaneed 
and  rcsalntton*  for  attending  hia  faiMnl 


Timber,  a  bill  authariiiag  the  porchaae  of,  fbt  im- 

val  purpoaea,  recdved  -  -  n\a  I 

-  ISSS 
■  33-^ 
'  »S> 
Ttoop*  of  the  United  Statea,  a  bill  for  the  better  t>-  | 

ganisng  of,  reported 
molioD  to  atrika  ont  the  3d  aec 
committed  •  -  -  -  .  3j|(» 

reported  vrith  amendment*  - 
ordered  to  the  third  ttadtng  - 


report  of  the  committee 
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Senate  Proeeedingg, 


Troopa  of  Um  United  BMtos— «ontiiiiud.  Face, 

commiuee  of  aonfennM  appointed    -  -  2S38 

rep(»t  of  (be  oomminee  agreed  la     -  -  3)89 

Tninei  George,  hia  dapoaitiiui  in  Ibe  cMe  of  Wm. 

Blount   .  -  -  .  .  2876 

II. 


Vice  Praaident,  ofateiiw  kaveoftbaence  for  then' 

maindat  of  the  aeMiot]  -  -      37 

Vtllam,  Parchment,  &c.     (8e«  DutUt.) 

Vioghan  John,  hia  petition  praying  Mi  aitowaoce 
for  loaaea  euatained  on  a  depoaite  of  bullion 
in  the  Mint,  in  eonaequence  of  intervening 
regnlationa— laid  on  the  table        -  -    630 

a  txll  (or  hia  relief  received  from  the  Honae   •    B78 
conunitted  -  -  .  -  .    676 

reported  -  -  •681 

leounmilted  -  .  .  ,    584 

reported      -  .  -  .     eo6 

Otiid  reading  of  the  bill        -  -  -     613 

motion  to  poatpoae  further  eonaiderition  to  the 

neit  aeaaton         ....    616 
thabillloal'  ■  ■  -  -    616 

petitioner  haa  leave  to  withdraw  his  papen   -     619 
VeUumi^.     (SecDalia.) 
Vice  Pmident,  excuaed  Irom  further  attendance  for 

the  remiinderDftheieBnon  -  -     581 

Vitgina,  the  wnendiDenC  to  the  Conatitotion  te- 

■pecting  the  auability  of  Stalea  ratified  by  -    504 


Tau^ian  John,  petition  of,  pieaenled      -  •  3316 

Vermont,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  giving  eSect 
to  the  law*  of  the  United  Stataamtlun 
Ihia  State  reported  ...  3336 

title  ametided  and  the  hilt  paaaed      .  -  3381 

W. 


Waahington,  General,  hia  letter  to  the  Pre«dent 
accepting  the  appointmeol  of  Lieutenant 
General  and  ComBander^n-CUef  of  the 
Armiea  of  the  United  Statea  -  -     631 

Waahington  City,  a  bill  making  approprialkilii  for 
complating  the  bnildioga  for  th«  accommo- 
dation of  the  GoTernioant,  received  -    6SS 
conunitted  -            .            •            -  ■    636 
reported    -...--.     632 
ordered  to  third  reading 


639 


Western  Landa.     (Bee  Landt) 
White,  Rt.  Rev.  Biahop,  elected  Chaplain 
Widows  and  Orphana,  a  bill   making  proviaion 
for  the  widowa  and  orphana  of  deeeaacd 
officera,  received  -  -  -  - 

committed  '  -        '    -  -  -    613 

reported 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  - 
paia  ad  with  an  amendment  -  -  -    616 

5th  Con.— 187 


Widowa  aod  Orphan*— eonlinnad.  Pitfa. 

amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  Honae  S18 

the  Senate  lecede   ....    610 
Williama,  Elie.  •  bill  aulhoiiung  the  conveyance 

of  acertain  tract  of  land  to,  received         .    691 
committed  -  ...  -    698 

reported  and  puied'  -  .  -     618 

Wition,  Philip,  hii  pelilinn  praying  compenaa- 
tion  for  the  loaa  of  a  ship,  Slo.  ,  destroyed  by 
the  Briliih  after  the  Ttealy  of  Peace,  lud 

on  the  table 604 

lefeired  to  (he  Secretary  of  Statu       -  .     SOS 

TBiBD  Baaai)M[. 

WhealoD,Jaaeidl,  a  bill  for  hia  relief  noeived      •  3319 

committed  -  .  -  .  .  2131 

repoiled  and  ordered  1o  tlie  third  reading      -  SS28 

White,  RL  Rev.  Biahc^  elected  Ch^dain  -  3101 

Weatem  Reaerve  of  ConnecticuL  [See  Comwc- 

tieul.) 
WUiiama,  Bnion,  hia  petition  praying  to  be  al- 
lowed the  priril^e  of  mann&Ktuiitig  aalt 
from  the  aalt  apringa  in  the  Northwualuu 
Tenitory,  preaented  and  lefaned  -  -  3307 


Yeas  and  Naye — on  the  motion  to  expunge  a  cer- 
tain paragra]^  in  the  report  of  the 
to  the  Piwddent'a  Addrr  ai 

on  the  motion  to  expunge  certain  words  iiom 
the  motioii  for  referring  to  a  lelect  commit- 
tee so  much  of  the  Preudent's  Speech 
apecta  the  eatabliahnKnt  of  a  permanent 
syatem  of  national  d 

on  the  bill  lor  laidng 
aitilleiy  and  engint 

00  tbe  ntotion  to  eipunge  certain  words  from 
the  first  eeclioQ  (^  the  bill  for  tbe  protec- 
tion of  the  trade  of  tbe  United  Sutea 

on  the  other  queslioDa  concenung  the  bill 

oniUpaaoage 

on  the  bill  for  raising  en  additioiial  corpe 
light  dr^oona     ■ 

on  the  motion  to  stiike  oat  the  third  eection 
of  the  bill  to  provide  for  ihe  defence  of  the 
porta  and  harbor*  of  the  United  Slates      • 

on  the  bill  to  enable  tbe  President,  under  cer- 
tain   reatrictiona,    to    raise  a  provisional 

Ml  the  motioD  to  eipunge  the  first  aeelioo 
tbe  lull  to  Buthoriie  the  President  to  la 
regnlate,  and  ravoke  em^'argoes     - 

on  the  paasagn  of  the  lull 

an  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  aaoertain  t! 
tinie  tor  the  oeit  meeting  of  Congreas 

on  striliing  out  the  firat  aectiin  of  the  bill 
prevent  the  arming  of  private  ehipa 

on  the  bill  laying  duties  on  stamped  vellum, 
parchment  and  paper 

on  an  amendment  to  Ihe  appropriation  bill 

on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  further  cmt- 
aidention  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  case  of  Wm.  Blount  to  the  next  session 

on  the  question  of  agreeing  to  said  report 


ra  of  the  1MB  Count  UeOl^  • 
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on  the  ibird  resdiiig  of  Ibe  bill  to  nupend. 

Tor  >  limited  lime,  the  accond  wction  of  (he 
bill  foi  regulating  foreign  coina    ■ 
on  the  poHoge  of  Ihe  bill     -  -  ~ 

ea  tbe  motioa  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
npcat  tbe  act  of  last  aeaaion  lajiog  duliea 
on  stwuprd  rellum,  parehmen',  and  pgpei  - 
on  the  motion  to  restore  ^e  aecond  aedioa 
of  tbe  bill  to  amend  the  eeveral  act*  for 
Ujing  duties  oti  diitilled  qnrila  and  on 
atiUa        ■  -  -  .  .     . 

on  adhering  lo  on  ameodmant  to  aaid  bill 
aa  the  motian  to  poatpone  the  ewimleration 
a  j«opoiing  stDendmenta  to  du 


on  tbe  report  of  the  comtnittre  on  the  tnode 
of  sdininif'enng  oatha  io   caete    of  im- 

ou  Sling  a  daj  tor  the  coDHderaiion  of  the 
blU  for  regubcing  prtKeedinga  in  caaea  of 


on  tbe  motion  lo  amend  the  amfndment  to 
tbe  3d  wctioD  of  laid  bill 

on  other  qaeationa  of  anMndment  to  tbe  bill  - 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  making  appro- 
priatiana  Id  defray  eipeniea  of  holding  a 
treaty  with  certain  Indiana 

on  agreeing  to  tbe  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed  to  report  rules  of  proceeding  in  the 
caae  of  tbe  impeachment  of  Wm.  Bloonl  - 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  for  an  amica- 
ble Mttlement  of  limite  with  (ieorgia,  and 
to  ratabliab  a  Government  in  tbe  Mieaiiap- 
pi  Territory,  and  on  tbe  paiaige  of  tbe  bill 

on  an  amendment  to  tbe  bill  to  provide  for 
the  widow*  and  children  of  deeeaaed  offi- 

aa  tlie  motion  lo  poatpane  ibe  furiber  conaid- 
eratioDofthe  bill 

on  receding  from  an  amendment  to  laid  bill  ' 

on  an  amendment  lo  ihe  bill  making  an  ap- 
proprimion  for  aupport  of  the  Government 
for  ibe  year  seventeen  hundred  and  ninelj' 
eight       .... 

on  the  motion  to  expunge  the  3d  sectiin 
Oie  bill  pravidii.g  the  means  of  fordgn 


onlhebillsnthiHiiing  a  grantof  landi  toSte' 
phenMonoiand  other  inhabitant!  o"  ' 

•n  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repnsenl- 
ItivceafTbomaB  Clatk    - 

on  the  bill  giving  amnl  of  Co-  grras  to  an 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  MaaaichuBCtti 

on  the  hill  to  enable  the  President  to  purchase 
or  lease  one  or  more  foundriea 

OD  a  reaolntion  respecting  the  expediency  of 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  veaaela  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  other  Ihnn  those  employed  in  the 
coasting  trade  and  GBheriea 

•n  an  amendment  lo  the  bill  to  pxivide  an  ad- 
ditional atmameni 

en  its  paasage  _  .  .  _ 

ni  the  modon  to  postpone  lbs  conaderation 
of  Iha  Bmendmenti  of  tbe  House  to  the 
next  sasHon         .... 

Ml  agreeing  lo  Ihe  aaiandnMntB 


Yeas  and  Nays —  P^e- 

on  Ibe  tnll  supplementary  to  the  bill  l«  fao- 

v'de  an  additional  armament         -  -     693 

on  the  third  reading  of  Ihe  bill  Eoakjng  appro- 
priation* tijr  completing  the  public  boiid- 
ings  in  tbe  dly  of  Waihingtoa     -  -    637 

onthe  paaaage  of  ihe  bill      -  ■  .    639 

on  the  motion  for  printing  tbe  inatmdiMia  lo 

the  American  Envoy*  al  Paria      -  -    6M 

on  the  bill  lo  eslabtiA  the  Navy  Department    MI 
on  the  Ihird  reading  of  the  bill  to  eiiaU«  tlie 

President  to  laias  a  prorii'onal  army  644 

on  an  amendmenl  and  on  its  passage  -     &4S 

on  the  raotioo  to  amend  the  ameadmeiilB  of 

Ihe  House  -  -  -    6C1 

on  the  l»ll  supplementary  lo  the  above  -     684 

on  the  motion  lo  mako  it  a  standing  mla,  that 
no  Senator  shall  gi<e  or  receive  a  visit  from 
any  foreign  miniiter  or  agent,  wilhont  leave 
and  eansent  of  tbe  Senate  •  -     654 

on  the  lesolution  luthorliing  Mr.  Pinckney 
In  accept  certain  presents  oOered  him  by  the 
Governments  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain  -     66S 
on  the  bill  for  the  more  eSectual  protection  ot 

the  commerce  and  coasts  of  Ihe  U.  Stales  -     663 
on  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  above  ad  -     68S 

on  tbe  bill  further  to  protect  Ihe  commerce  <i£ 

Ihe  United  Stales  -  •  -     601 

on  the  Tlh  lection  of  Ibe  bill  concenilng  aliena    5BG 
on  other  qneation*  nlative  to  aaid  bill      566,  667, 
668,  660,  673,  676 
on  the  paasage  of  the  bill     .  •  •676 

on  an  amendment  10  Ihe  bill  making  a^iro- 
priation*  for  support  of  tbe  Military  Estab- 
ti*hmeiit  ....     57t 

on  Ihe  bill  to  suspend  commercial  inlercoane 
with  France  S'd  the  dependercies  Ihcreof-    67S 
amendment  to  Ihe  bill  el 


leofiv 


577 


aa  the  paasage  of  the  bill     - 
on  an  amendment  to  the  tnll  to  autfaarine  Ibe 
Preddent  to  aecept  armed  veasela  oflered  Ibr 
tbe  uae  of  Ihe  United  States  678,57V 

on  the  pBHBge  ofthe  bill     ...    580 
on  the  bill  to  amend  tbe  net  providing  a  naval 
armament,  and  iheairtauthorizinB  the  Pre- 
sident to  pU'Chase  a  nnmber  of  email  ves- 
sels to  beequipped  as  galleys  -  -     68S 
on  tbe  act  t)  autboriie  the  defence  of  mertbanl 

vesails  agaical  Frer,eh  defocdationa  684 

«i  Ihe  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  pnniafa  fiaods 

on  the  Bsnk  of  tbe  United  Slam  -    685 

on  the  pasMge  of  the  bill      -  -  -    686 

on  agreeing  to  the  enacting  clause  in  tbe  bill 
declaring  the  treaties  between  the  United 
States  and  France  void     -  -    587 

on  tbe  passage  of  the  bill     -  -    588 

on  gnuiiing  leave  lo  bring  in  a  bill  to  d^ne 
tbe  crime  of  treason,  and  lo  define  and  paa- 
tsh  the  cri  le  ofscdilioD   .  -  -    6M 

on  committing  die  bill  •  -  -    681 

on  the  Ihird  resding  .  _  .    5)7 

on  motions  to  amend  Ihe  Irill,  on  its  passage     699 
on  amending  tbe  smendment*  ofthe  Haass  -     60V 
on  snndry  motion*  relative  bi  Ihe  bill  to  nKU- 
late  Ihe  landing  of  French  psaaeugen  «nd 
oiber  fbreifnera  arriving  in  die  U.  aiataa  683,  SM 
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Senate  Proceediagg. 


OD  MtiaiidiaeiiM  to  the  bill  lo  ptovide  fi>t  tbe 
Talnation  of  Unda  and  dwelling  houaea, 
and  the  SDUioention  >if  the  aUivea  in  tb« 
United  Stitea      -  ■  6M,  GOA,  69S 

on  thepaHgeafthebill       -  -  -     b91 

on  the  bill  luuiling  the  time  within  which 
chuns  tgiinst  the  DnLt«d  Stale*  for  creditB 
on  the  boohB  of  the  Treunr;  ma;  be  pre- 
•ented  fbr  slionuice        .  -  -    6SB 

on  the  b  II  lo  amend  the  act  to  provide  for  the 
■ale  of  lands  in  the  Territor;  Northwert  of 
the  Ohio  livai     •  -  -    604 

on  agre^g  to  a  part  of  the  n^it  on  the  bill 
to  It;  and  collect  a  direct  Ui        -  -    60S 

on  amendmenti  to  the  tnit    -  -         608,  SOS 

on  ameadmente  to  the  bill  to  enable  the  Pre- 
■ident  to  boRow  money  lor  tlje  pi^>liG  eer- 
vice        -  '  -  -         604,  S06 

aa  the  bill  (at  nteonraging  the  capture  of 
French  unDBd  veaMli      .  -  .    SOB 

on  the  bill  making  further  qipropriationi  for 
an  tdditional  naval  irmament       -  -    610 

on  pastpooiDg  the  coniidemtion  of  the  eennu 
bill  to  the  nsil  leoaion      -  '  -611 

on  the  bill  to  augment  the  armj       -  -61) 

on  the  third  i^iug  of  tbe  lall  for  the  >e- 
ItefofJohn  Vaughan      -  -  -618 

'   to  the  next  •anioD  ■  -     SIB 


on  auape- ding  the  13lh  rule 
on  poalponing  the  coQudemtion  of  the  bill  re- 
electing the  balances  due  by  the  individDal 
SlBlee     ..... 
an  the  poenge  of  the  bill     -  •  -    ' 

OD  the  thiid  reading  of  the  bill  to  alter  tbe 

time  fiir  the  next  meeting  of  Congreae 
OS  enipendiog  the  llth  rule  .     ' 

on  the  motion  for  leave  to  introdoce  a  bill  to 
anthorize  the  acceptenee  of  the  ceaaion,  by 
the  State  of  Coimecticlll,  of  the  tMrilotj 
etlled  the  WeMeni  ReMTve  -  S 


Yeai  and  Naya — 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill 

on  an  amendment  to  the  eenaua  bill  - 

on  the  tnll  for  tho  punishment  of  certain 
crioiei  therein  apeeUted    -  -  - 

OD  the  molioD  to  etrike  out  the  eeeoBd  eedion 
of  the  bill  for  the  better  organizing  of  the 
troopa  t£  the  United  States 

an  the  bill  respecdng  the  balaneei  due  by  Uie 
individual  (jtatee  .  .  _ 

on  the  moboDB  to  expunge  the  4th  and  Sth 
■ectiona  of  the  bill  further  to  aoipend  com- 
mercial iutercourae  with  France,  and  the 
dependendea  thereof        '  -    S3U, 

on  motions  lo  amend  aaiJ  toll,  and  on  its  paa- 
■age       -  .  -  .  . 

on  the  motion  to  atrike  out  tbe  6lh  tedion  of 
the  bill  lo  amend  the  act  providing  for  the 
nie  of  lands  in  the  TerhtMy  Northwaat  <^ 
the  Ohio  .  .  .  . 

n  the  bill  veating  die  power  itf  retaliation  in 
'     ~     "        if  the  United  States  in  cer. 


3327 
3330 
3303 


2308 
SSIO 


S3I8 
3SU 


on  amendmentatothe  bill  giving  eventual  ai 
Ihority  to  the  President   to  augment  tiie 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill    .  -  -  3' 

on  the  third  reading  of  tbe  bill  to  augment 

the  i^aries  of  the  prindpil  officers  of  the 

Eieeutive  Departmenta   -  .  -  3 

on  the  pajsage  of  the  bill     -  -  -  3 

on  an  amendment  to  tbe  bill  to  estaUMi  the 

Poet  Offieo         -  -  -       ■     .  » 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  toaatboiice  a 

detachmentof  themilitii  .  -  2! 


3316 
3118 


on  the  resolution  granting  extra  eompenwtioa 
to  the  principal  and  engronog  clerks  io  ifae 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  (Senate 

on  two  resohitioni  teq>ec  ing  the  impe*cbe- 
biliiy  of  WilliuD  Blonnt 


3243 
3318 
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INDEX 

TO  THE  PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES  OF  THE  FIFTH  CONQRESS. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


,  Adiontiuiieiii,  resolution  prcfxtoDg  to  •djoum  on 
Sith  June,  liid  ihi  Ihe  table    - 
ling  iltered  to  th«  S8th      -        -        .        . 
lewIulioD  from  the  Benale  fixing  a  time  tar, 

rMolDttan fer  adjouniinK on  lOlh  July,  igread 


AgaO.    (Sm  Briiith  deitt.) 

AganH,  bill  dijtcting  the  appcnntuielit  of  igenti 
in  rdUkm  lo  tbe  6th  utiele  of  the  trea^ 
with  Groat  Brilain,  itporlai  -        .        - 


ta  of  the  Sena 
Allen,  Mr.,  of  Coniiocticut,  oo  t 
FnUdent'i  addtaee 


on  'he  bill  for  the  protectian  of  the  trade  of 
the  United  Statei 8S3 

on  Mamp  dotiea         .        -        .        .        - 

oo  the  datiea  on  salt 

Mim  to  the  PiEodeut'i  Speech,  a  cmunittee  ap- 
pointed to  pnpara  it        -        •         -        - 

committee  has  leave  to  at  daring  the  eeMion 
lA  the  Hauae        .        .        .        -         . 

Ihe  answer  reported  -        ■        -        -        . 

•meadnwDli  propoeed        -        •        -        SS,  136 


ir  adopted  an  amended 


,'ireply 

ApffOfinatian^  commnnicaUoii  Irom  ^la  Secretary 
of  theTreaenry,  ealling  for  additioiid 
hill  making  additiiMial,  far  the  year  aeTenteen 
hnndred  and  ninetjamui,  reported - 


amended  bj  the  Senate 

amandiiWDt  concurred  i 

Anna,  ammunitiMi,  &«.,  a 


a  bill  for  Ihe  ai 

ordered  lo  ber 

ordered  lo  the  third  reading 


leaoludon  bt  the  porchaac  of  ar 


re^it  laid  on  the  table 
Artillenata  andeDgiDe«n,a  bill  for  raiang  ai 
tionel  ooipa  si,  receiied  - 


«t 


diagreed  IO'-----3iT 
raaotutioD  calling  on  tbe  Secretaiy  of  War  tot 

an  account  of  the  number  now  in  aiailiii. 

andthepoetaat  whkhtlMj  *i«alat(iMMd  -    331 

call  aniwerad    ■-■-.-    S34 

Aaairtant  Doorke^er  elacMd      ....      St 

■■COHD    (MI Ml. 

Abiogationof  ireatieB.     (Soe  f ranee.) 
Abasat  mmnlww,  rMolalioa  for  leAising  lena  of 
ptinoasaaafack' 


laid  on  tlie  lable        -        -  -        .  I 

Accountant  of  Ihe  Wat  DeparUneDt,  r^mitaii  Ibe 


Accountant  of  the  Navy,  a  bill  from  tbe  Se&ats  to 
eslabliih  tbia  office^  receiTed  -         .        .9 
title  altered,  and  the  bill  paned    -        -        -  3 

Acconnla  between  Qie  United  Stalea  and  dM  indi. 
Tidnal  Htalea  i  a  reaolulion  teqwcting  die 
balaneaa  reported  to  be  due  by  tbe  individ- 
oal  Stalea,  laid  on  Ihe  table    .         -        -t 


itpoctad   ■ 


le  repOft,  reported  and 


rejected  by  Ihe  Senate  -  -         .  -  1 

Acta  of  Limitation,  report  itajMcting  tbe  expedi- 
ency of  exempting  certain  ckims  from  ll 
-     oflheac-     '" 
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Ihttte  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


AoU  of  Limitation — ontiniMid'  Page. 

iOMe  thereon 706 

report  frDm  the  Secretary  of  War  oa  the  mb- 

ject,  receiTfd 813 

Teaolutiona  repented  b;  the  committee  -        •  1045 
^lead  to  -  .....  1046 

Addreaa,  the  Preeident'B,  >t  the  opening  «f  the  Me- 

-    630 


motion  for  prepering  m 

committee  ippoinlecl  to  prepare  it 
r^iort  of  the  rx 

debated 


63B 


,  answer  prtaentad — Fiesi<)gnt'B  rerdj    •        .    66t 

Addnases  approving  the  course  of  tbe  PteDdent  in 

the  negotiations  with  France  1533,  1564,  1690, 
16S2 
Adjournment,  reaolation  proposing  toadjoam  an 

the  t4th  of  Jmie,  laid  ou  Ihetable  -         •  IB40 
n^aliTed         ......   1854 

reaolation  lor  appointing  a  committee  lo  report 
a  lime  proper  Ibr  adjourning,  laid  on  the 

UUe 1878 

Abated Ifl77 

agreed  to,  and  tbe  committee  appointed         -  1H78 
report  of  the  committee      •  -        -1936 

agreed  to 1038 

resolution  for  adjoumiog  on  the  3d  of  July, 

laid  on  the  Ubie    -        .         -         .         .  3033 
amendment  of  the  Senate  alleiing  the  time  to 

theiethofJuly,  igreedto        -        -        -1139 
the  adjoummeot        .....  3186 

Aliens,  reaotntion  forbidding  aliena  boldiDg  any 
office  of  honor,  profit,  or  truM,  under  Ihe 
United  Stales,  debated    •        -        -         -1570 
oommitted         ......  '571 

withdrawn         ......  1673 

reeotation  for  tbe  remoral  or  apprdtenajon  of 
•Uena,  natives  of  countnes  at  war  w.lh  the 
United  Slates,  committed  -  -  -  1 68 1 
Tesolulian  instnicdng  the  committee  to  teporl 
irtiBt  meaaum  should  be  tikm  to  remove 
aliena  and  aeditioua  peiaona,  hdd  on  tbs 
table    .......  1735 

agrMdUi 1771 

a  bit!  respecting  alien  memies,  leported         -   1773 

MMted 1785 

ordered  to tbiid reading-    -       -       -       ■  1T9S 

liitther  debated 1793 

bill  recommitted        -.      -        -        -        -  1 796 

debated 3084 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         -        -  1035 

passed 3049 

Senate  amendmcnla  agreed  to- 
ft bill  concerning  aliens,  received  from 

-  IBOe 


debated 


1978,  1998,  3006 


Alevander,   William,  r^wrt  on  tbe  petition  o^ 

bill  for  hia  relief  reported   - 

ADeo,  Mr.,  of  ConnecIicat,autbeQaaker 

rial      -        -         -        .        -        .        -     oit» 

709.  710,  716 

774 


.  1043 


Allen,  Mr. — continued.  Pige- 

on the  foreign  intereonrse  l»ll      -        -        -     854 
cm  relations  witii  Prance  laST,  136R,  1360,  1368, 
3118 
on  the  bQI  fiff  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 

the  United  Sulea  -        .        .        .  1473,  1476 

on  the  Naturalixation  law  -        -  1678,  I6B0 

on  Ihe  bill  for  rainng  a  provinonal  army      -  1765 

on  the  Ull  to  provide  airas  for  the  militia    .  1 983 

on  seditious  pnctices  .        -        .        .  1970 

on  the  inereaae  of  the  Military  Establiihment  3089, 

3090,  9091 

00  the  bitl  for  the  pouishnwnt  of  criiiiea       .  2093 

Anwndmenta.     (See  CoruHtutioh-) 

American  aeamen,  report  on  the  operation  of  the 

act  for  relkf  and  protection  o^  committed      639 

debated 655 

committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  lull  £ir  the 

rsUefof 76S 

bill  reported 869 

amendments  proposed         ....  1085 

bill  recommitted 1068 

resolution  tor  sppointing  a  committee  to  re. 

port  what  further  messnres  are  necessary 

to  enable  the  President  to  affi>rd  to  those 

detained  in  foreign  countries  the  means  of 

returning  home      -        -         .        .        .  1683 

Auwertotbe  President's  Speech.   (See  Jddreu.) 

A]:yropnations,  report  on  the  subject  of  snsopria- 

tions  for  the  year  asventeen  hnndied  and 

ninety-eigfat   ■         ■        -        -    785,  789,  818 

a  bUI  making  partial  appropriatiims  for  the 

year  savanteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 


a  Ml]  providing  for  Ihe  civil  expenses  of  the 
Oavemment  for  the  jesr  aeventeeu  hun- 
dred and  ninetj'.dght,  reported  and  c 


eoi 


bill  makii 


830 


846 


making  appropriationa  for  the  aervise  of 
ihe  year  seventeen  hundred  and   ninety- 

dght,  reported 903 

ordered  to  be  engrossed      ....  1080 

tnssed 1081 

bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  new  regiment  of  aitilleiy  and  engineera  ]  S99, 
1978 

passed 300G 

a  bill  making  certain  additional  af^trqiria- 

tions,  passed 3176 

Armed  vessels,  inatructions  to  eommandera  of      •  1768 

laid  on  tbe  table 17S4 

debated 1797 

1813 


reported -        -  1813 

a  bill  to  authorize  tbe  President  to  accept 
such  armed  vpasels  as  may  be  offered  W 
the  public  service  .....  1938 
Anns  and  amraunilion,  a  bill  to  oontinne  tlw  Kt 

to  prohibit  the  expurtalion  of,  icftorted      -  1340 
ordered  to  third  reading     .        -       -       -  IS76 

pawed 1S8S 

Army,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authoriie  the 
~     ■■  lise  a  jnovisional  army,  d»- 

I63t 

1M» 
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Hoiae  Proceeding*  and  Debatet. 


Arm; — continued.  P^go. 

Commitlee  uf  ihe  Whole  dischar^,  and  the 

bill  referred  lo  1  eetect  committee  -  -  1G6I 
reported   ^        -----        .  1594 

debated 1631,  1701 

ordered  lo  Ihe  third  reading  .  -  -  I77O 
paiwed  -.--.--  177a 
a  bill  Hupplemenlsr;  to  the  above,  reported  ~  19IB 

debated 1933,  1939 

puaed 1954 

a  resolution  respecting  theeiprdieDc;  of  aug- 
men'ing  the  prDviaional  armj,  [aid  un  tbit 

Uble 8084 

committed SISS 

a  bill  lo  augment  the  United  StaCea  Armj, 
reported   .        -         -        -  -         -  3114 

debated S139 

(Bee,  abo,  Military  Etfabliihmenl.) 

Articles  of  Imp:  Bchment  (U  William  Blount       -    948 

Anilleriflta  and  engineer*,  resolution  for  raiBing  on 

additional  corps  of  ....  1383 

debated 140S 

agreed  lo  and  ■  bill  ordered  -        -  1413 

bill  reported 1419 

debaled 1416 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  1436 
pu«ed      - US7 

Arts.     (See  Uieful  Artt.) 

AUorney  General,  resolution  for  granting  him  the 

franking  priTilege  •  -  -  -  .  BSS 
bill  for  that  purpose,  reported  -  -  9S1 
amended  and  ordered  lo  the  third  reading  .  1033 
paMed 1034 

Aupoii,  Pierre,  report  on  lbs  pelitiat)  of,  consid- 
ered      1414 

a  bill  for  his  relief  reported  -  -  -  1486 
ordered  lo  the  third  reading        -        -        -  1&S3 

Accounts.     [See  Balanat. ) 

Address,  the  Presidpnt's,  at  the  opening  of  the 

seauon 34S0 

commilteo  appointed  lo  prepare  an  ansner  '  342& 
answer  reported  .....  3437 

presented M43 

Preeident'e  reply 2443 

Alien  and  sedition  laws,  resolution  Butliorizi''g  Ibe 
Secretary  of  Slate  to  cause  to  be  publubed 
and  dia'rihuted  a  certain  number  of  copies 
of  the  acts  "respecting  alien  enemies," 
and  "in  addition  lo  the  eel  fur  the  punish- 
ment of  certain  crimes,"  laid  on  the  table  S437 
taken  up  and  debated  -        -  2429,  344( 

negatifed 3456 

peliliona  and  addresses  for  the  repeal  of  the 
laws  so  called,  presented  and  referred  2785,  S79G, 
3S07,  3906,  3907,  3934,  3956,  3959,  39S5 
debate  on  the  reference  of  an  address  from 
Vii^nia,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  laws       -  379B 

referred 3808 

debate  on  the  reference  of  a  petition  from 
DatJTes  of  Irelsnd  for  the  same  object      -  3884 

referred 3986 

deba'e  on  the  motion  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  said  petitioos  and 
to  refer  them  to  a  select  comniittee   -        '  2886 
motion  curried  and  select  committee  appointed  S906 
debftle  on  the  reference  of  an  '^^'^  from 
Pennsylvania 89S7 


Alien  and  sedition  laws— conlimied.  __  Psgn. 

referred    -        .        .        -        '         .         .  »SB 
report  of  Ihe  select  committee  made  and  ccan- 

milted 3956 

debate  on  it 198S 

Aliens,  resolation  declaring  it  inexpedient  to  re- 
peal   the    laws  of  last   seaBDn    respecting 
aliens  ---.---  MM 
igreedto  .         -         .  .  .  .  3001 

Allen,  Mr.,  of  Connectieut,  on  Btainp  du  iea  -  8569 
<a  usurpation  of  Executive  authority  2593,  37D4 
in  the  ri  otlon  for  printing  the  despatches  from 

the  .American  EnTOys  at  Paris  •  -  3739 

in  the  alien  and  sedition  laws      -  •  380e 

>n  tbe  resolution  for  expelling  Mr.  Lyim,  of 

Vermont,  fiom  the  House       ...  S965 
in  the  bill  authorizitig  a  detachment  Crom  tbe 
militia  .--■--.  3978 
XSbe  Constitution.) 
American  seamen.      (See  Srame'i} 
Answer  lo  PresiJent'*  Speech.     (See  Addrat. ) 
Appropriations,  a  lull  making,  for  the  year  sevoi- 

teen  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  reported         -  S79I 
ordered  lo  the  third  reading         ...  395c 

passed 2973 

a  bill  making  additional  for,  reported      1 739,  29SS 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         -  -  3021 

passed       .-..,..  son 
Army,  bill  from  the  Seoale  giving   erentoal  au- 
thority  to   tbe  President  to   aagment  the 
Army,  expluned  and  committed        -  -  39)fi 

debate  on  it 3033 

Arnold  Thomas,  a  tnll  for  his  relief,  reported       ■  3951 
Assistant  Postmaster  General,  a  resolution  for  in- 
creasirg  his  salary  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  for 
that  purpose  ordered  to  be  brought  in        -  3011 
bill  reported       ......  308! 


Baldwin,  IMr.,  of  Georgia,  os  the  arowenr  to  the 

Freddent's  Speedi  97,  t06,  811 

on  defensive  measures  -  -      S43,  247 

on  Ihe  bill  for  defence  of  Ihe  ports  and  bar- 

bora  of  Ihe  United  Sutes         -         -         -311 
on  Ihe  bill  for  raiung  an  additional  corps  cf 
artillery         ------     3a 

on  stamp  duties         .         ■        -         .         .     430 
on  additional  qiproprialions        •         •  434 

Bayard,  Mr.,  of  Delaware,  on  die  answer  to  tbe 

President's  Speech       ....       819 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  the  ports  and 
harbon  of  the  United  Sutea  -        SIS.  311 

Becklry,  John,  nomiDaled  for  Cteck  of  Ihe  House 


St 


Bloont,  Thomas,  of  North  Carolina,  on  tbe  >i 

swerto  the  Presid.nl's  Speech  -  -  ZM 
OD  defennve  measurea  -  -  -  8S3,  SS4 
requisition  for  militia .  -  -  .  .  293 
on  appointing  a  Committee  of  Ways   and 

Means 897,  tH 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  Stales  -         -         -     899 
on  the  IhII  autboriziDg  a  detachment  from  the 

miUtia 836,  337,  338 

on  stamp  duties  ....     «0I,  4H 
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Houtt  Praceedingi  and  Debata. 


Bloont,  Thomii,  ofN.  Cuatina — eoDtinued.         Pige. 

a  latter  from  bim  to  the  Speaker,  aakiiiB  to  Iw 

•Kcund  from  voting  upoo  tbe  rcKilution  ra- 

lalive  to  the  iinpe>chniei;t  of  bie  brotber, 

William  Blount,  of  TeniiMMe 

BlonDt,  William,  Senator  rram  Tenneaaee,  raaola- 
iDtion  Ibi  impeachitiK  him,  reacted  - 

agreed  to 

reaolation  for  appinDtuig  a  committae  la  pre- 

para  article*  of  impe«hment    - 
committee  appointed  -         -        -        •        • 
proeeeilingt  >if  the  Senate  in  relation  to  Hm 
in^acfament  -        .         -        .        .    106 

(See,  aleo.  Index  to  pmutdingi  of  the 
StruOt.) 
Brent,   Mr.,  of  Virginia,   oti  the  anvwor  to  the 

Prandent'e  Speech  -        -      S07,  319,  S30 

Britiah  debts,  reeoiulion  for  appointing  an  agent 
to  attend  to  Ihe  imereels  of  American  citi - 
leni  in  relation  lo  tbe  aettlement  of  -        >    S6S 

t^en  up 291 

referred  to  a  eeleet  commiltee       -        -        •    393 
Bioofca,  Mr ,  of  New  York,  on  the  anitrer  to  the 

PnaideDt'i  Speech  ■        ■        -        -     109 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  tbe  Mpotlation  of  arma, 

dec. S48,  349,  361 

cm  defetinre  meaaurea         -  3TS,  388,  E9fi 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  pacta  and  har- 
bon  of  Ihe  United  Stalee      901,  803,  310,  811, 
813,  SIT,  818,  334 
on  the  bill  IbTrainng  an  additional  coipscjar- 

tillety 886,  84S 

on  Ihe  bill  to  authorize  Ihe  Pn«d«nt  to  pro- 
vide galleja  or  amall  vtmeU  for  the  pubiic 

serrice 3*0 

on  Ihe  bill  for  tbe  protecliaa  of  the  tiade  of 

the  United  Slates  -  -  363,  3S7,  ES0,  384 
on  stamp  dut'es  -  387,  394,  899,  433,  437 
on  Ihe  impeachment  of  Wm.  Blount  466,  468,  463 


BalnncBf  due  by  the  individual  States.     (Bee  Ae- 

Baldwin,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  on  appointing  a  com- 

nulter  to  rei  ort  a  Mil  to  eatabliah  ■  uniform 

sjatim  of  bankruptcy      -        ,         ,        . 

on  the  referena  of  die  Piendont'e  Speech      - 

on  the  act*  of  limilation      .... 

on  foreign  coin*         -        -        - 

on  Ihe  bill  for  tbe  protection  of  the  comEneree 

□r  the  United  Stales        -        .         .        . 

on  the  bill  providing  the  meen*  of  1  ntercoone 

wiih  forrign  nation*        -        .        -        . 

on  Ihe  bill  for  the  Httlement  of  limite  with 


on  relaliom  with  France     -  .  1330, 

on  Ihe  bill  for  Ihe  defence  of  the  porta  aod 

harbnra  of  the  United  Slate*    - 
nn  the  bill  for  raising  ■  praviaional  armj 
letlan  of  marque,  ice.         .        .         -        . 
aediliana  praetieei      .         .        -        -         . 
on  the  bill  reepecling  alien  enemie* 
Dk  of  the  United  Btatei,  a  bill  far  the  puniah- 

ment  of  franda  on,  received 
orthrad  to  the  third  reading         ... 


Bankniplc;,  motion  for  appointing  a 

rmort  a  UU  loptovnle  fyt  »  nnitiim  ayatem 

commiltee  appmaled  -       .       .       .       . 
number  of  the  commitlee  increased 


786 


again  presented  -        .        .        .        .    tm 

commitlee  appcnnted  to  raporl  a  bill  •  -  707 
lull  reported  and  rommitled  -  -    970 

Bayard,  Mr.,  of  Delaware,  on  the.  answer  to  tbe 

Presidettt's  Speech  .        -         -     646,  647 

on  the  Quaker  memorial     -        -  664,  600 

on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  the  daughters 

of  Ihe  late  Couni  Ue  Oraaae    -         -         -    7M 
on  the  tail  providing  Uie  mcani  of  foreign  in- 
tercourse         893,  isie 

on  the  caae  of  Griawold  and  Lyon  1064,  1065 

onrnleai^theHanae  .         -        -        .  1391 

on  relatione  with  France  .  -  .  .  1369 
on  preaenta  to  miniMer*  1683,  1686,  1689,  179ft 
on  addiliimal  revenne         -         -  ISST,  1699 

on  the  natnializatiMi  law  .  -  -  -  1779 
onthebiltreqwcliiigalieneneiniei  IISS,  1788,  3008 
on  the  protection  of  commerce     -  1S2T,  1B3S 

on  the  defence  of  tnercbant  veaeels  -  1904 

on  the  bill  to  provide  arm*  for  the  militia  -  1981 
on  the  bill  aupplemenlary  lo  the  bill  to  raise 

a  provisional  army  -  1936,  1944,  1M7 

on  •editiona  practice*  .        .        -  1 96S 

on  Ihe  abrogation  of  treaties        ...  31SS 
on  the  bill  aapplemenUry  to  the  bill  to  sus- 
pend commercinl  intercourse  wilh  France  -  3197 
on  the  punishment  of  crime*       .        .         -  3136 
Bills  of  <»edit,  report  on  the  petition  of  aundr;  hdd- 

eraa^deMed 1S4» 

agreed  to ISftt 

Blount,  Thomas,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  Qoa- 

ker  memorial  ....      geS,  668 

on  the  bill  for  the  relirf  of  the  representative* 

of  deceased  officers  -         -         .         .811 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  hsibor* 
ofthe  United  Stale*  1394,1390 

Blttunt,  William,  late  Senator  from  Tennessee,  re- 
port of  the  commitlee  appointed  at  Ihe  lait 
sesoion  to  collect  evidence  to  substantiate 
the  charges  against  him  -         ■         -        .     671 
reading  of  documents  referred  to  in  the  report    677 
the  report,  &c.,  laid  on  the  table         -        -     679 
resolution  directing  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  articln  of  impeachment,  and  to 
report  said  article* .         ■         .        -        .    809 
rewilution  laid  on  the  table  .        -        -     810 

motion  to  take  it  up  ■  -  -    610 

inotion  withdrawn      -         ...        -    831 


B3fl 


supplementary  report  from  the  committee  - 
a  furlher  rep.^n  .....    890 

the  articles  ol  impeacbment  reported    •        .    019 

debated 947 

manager*  of  the  impeachment  appcnnted  063,  067 
the  articles  of  impeachment  sent  up  to  tbe 

Brnate 069 

proceeding*  ofthe  Senaleinlhe  case,  received  1143 
referied  to  ■  **lect  commillse  .  .1 144 
resolutiooa  leported 1879 
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Hoiae  Proceedinga  and  Debate*. 


BIoHDt,  Wm.  of  TenDCMee — conlhined.  Vage. 

npoit  of  a  commiKee  of  conference  thereon  -  1413 
rcMlution  receiTed  from  the  Senate  in  reUlion 

to  altering  the  Tetum  Jaj  of  the  ■ummona    1436 
mother  report  on  the  cue  ■         -         -         -   tG99 
(See,  tl»o,  Index  to proteedingt  o/lhe 
SeniUe.) 
Bietch  of  priTilege  :  aCommitteeof  Pri'ilegei  ip 
pointedi  and  >  reioJution  for  expelling  Mr. 
Ljon,  of  Verznont,  for  an  umuU  apoii  Mr. 
Griawold,  of  Connecticut,  referred  thereto      SSS 
the cammiltee  hu'leave  to  sit  during  the  MB' 

■ionoflheHooiie 968 

k  letter  from  Mr  Ljon  referred  to  the  torn' 


report  of  the 


the 


SSI 


696 


■   letter  from  Mr.  ChipioaD,  of  Vermont,  to 

the  ch»iniiBn  of  the  committee         -         -     999 
mother  motion  to  amend  the  reaolution         -   1003 

negatiTed 1008 

vote  on  the  resolution  for  eiprlling  Mr.  Lyon  1008 
rejected,  two-thirds  not  concurring  -  -  1009 
Ihc  tertimonv  in  the  cue  -  -  1009  to  103ft 
oarrHiTe  of  Mr.  L;oa  ...  -  103S 
a  second  fraca*  bemeen  Hears.  Orinvold  and 

Lyon 1034 

a  report  thereon         ....        -  1048 
Brent,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  bill  to  provide  the 

means  of  inlercoune  with  foreign  nations  -     899 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  tfBde  of  the 

United  Btatea 1474 

OD  the  bill  for  raiung  a  proviuonal  army         I 

1673,  1679 
on  the  memorial  of  C^itain  Magnien'a  grena- 

adter  company        .         -        -  1709,  1719 

on  the  protection  of  commerce     -        -         -  1839 
Btook^  Mr.,  of  New  Tork,   on  the  President'i 

Speech 

on  acta  of  limitation  -        -  708,711,713 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce 
on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  the  daughlen 

of  Count  Se  Orasae        .... 
on  the  resolution  for  expelling  Mr.  Lyon      '  lOOS 
hii  testimony  In  the  case  of  Oriandd  and 

LyoD    .......  1014 

on  relations  with  France  1334,  I3G6,  1360,  1363 
on  the  bill   providing  for  the  defence  of  the 

portsaudharboraofthe United  States  1306,1398 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery 1408 

on  the  bUl  for  the  porehase  of  cannon,  &c.   1437, 

1438 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  (he  trade  of  the 

United  Sulea         .        -        .  1463,  1473 

onthebill  Torraimnga  [iroviEdonal  army  1664,1697, 
1750,  1760 
on  the  tsll  sapplemetitary  to  the  above  1943,  1948 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien'a  gren- 
adier company       ...  1709,  1721 
Braiwn,  Obadiah,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  reported        -  14B3 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  1G33 
Brjan,   Colonel  Nalhan,  of  Soath  Carolina,  his 

death  announced   ....        -  1867 
resolutioasof  respect,  Ac  ~        .        .         .  1868 


Bail,  a  bill  for  the  secarity  (^ 


Balances  due  by  the  individual  Slates,  a  rrsuhnioii 

reqieding  the,  laid  on  the  t^ile  ■  U 

agreed  to,  and  a  Intl  ordered        -       -       -  M 
tiill  ordered  to  be  engrossed 


-M9I 


imeDdmenls  of  the  Senate  ooniideied  - 
«poitof  a  committee  of  c<HifereDoe  latdonlht 
table     ------       -ttSl 

imendments  concurred  in   -        -       -      -  tSH 

Baldwin,  Mr. ,  of  Georgia,  on  DsnrpsIitHi  ol  Eicc- 

authority        -        -        3S13, 1616,  KSI 
wmmitraBce  of  Oeoigia  2Mt,  UU 

Bankruptcy,   committee  appointed  to  i^mti  Ml  , 

to  eaUblish  an  oniibrm  ^alem  oQ    -      -  HU    i 

Wll  reported iMl    j 

debated MB    I 

amendments  sabmitted        ...      -  U9 

debated    -    3663,  3666,  3677,  SS83,  IHS,  16U 

bill  rejected        .         -         -         .        -       -W1 

B^bH,  Mr.,  of  Delaware,  on  stamp  dnlisi  356*,  im 

the  banluvpt  law  -         .        nn,  tin.  KK 

.  usurpation  of  Executive  authahtf  iUi,  Ktt, 

3G91,  »a3,  nn 

the  motion  for  Fainting  ibedo^atrhesbtm 
the  American  Envoys  al  Pans  -  Vtl 

ispend  commercisl  int<itoni« 


withF 


on  the  alien  snd  sedition  laws  3693, 18«3,  Ml 
on  iacreasB  of  salaries  -  -  -  ■  W) 
oDthererolutionfDrexpelUtigMr.  Lyoa  I9S9,  S9tt 
on  increase  of  the  Army      -  3034,  Mt 

Blount,  William,  (late  Senator  from  TennaHr,] 

a  vacancy  in  the  committee  cf  impeachmcil 

o^  fiUed         

the  House  informed  of  the  relnm  of  the 

mons  isaued  by  the  Senate 
House  informed  of  the  failure  of  the  icctut^ 

to  a^tpear,  and  of  the  readiness  of  the  Sm- 

ate  to  proceed  wi'h  the  impnachoent 
report  fnna  the  managers  of  the  impsacbmoil, 

requ'  sting  farther  time  for  prepsiing  ibor 

proceedings  ....-■ 
residntion  requesting  the  Senate  to  take  mis- 

anres  for  eampelliitg  tbe  attendance  sf  the 

Becnsed  laid  over   ... 
takoi  up  and  debated 
negatived  .... 

rulaa  for  conducting  the  impeachment  leceind 
motion  directing  the  tnansgen  to  pi.ceed,  M- 

widiataiHiing  Iha  abaeace  of  the  aocssn] 
negatived  .        .        .         .        - 

the  plea  oS  the  ddendant's  ceonsd  received 


replication  of  the  House     - 

adjounmiiei.t  of  the  Hoose  to  mable  the  mu- 

agets  to  attend  the  trial  .  -  IGM, 

the   Hoose  inlbrmeal  aS  the  dedara  at  >lu 

coDit  dtsmisRDg  the  impeachment 

(See,  also,  indar  to  proceediagt «[  Snde.) 
ion  Island,  a  bill  to  authotixe  the  eiectiaa  tif  ■  _,, 

beacOD  on,  reported 
ordered  to  the  tUni  reading 


.dbyGoogle 
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Pige. 
Brace,  Mr.,  of  CooiKcticat,  on  oniTjiationof  azecu- 

tive  KOtliority 3691 

OD  the  bill  Is  mapeoil  conmwrcul  intaitHniiea 

vrilhFntioa S771 

Brai'ki^  Mr,  of  New  York,  onthebill  Tcatiiig  the 
power  of  Milwtioii  io  the  Preodent  of  the 
United  SCtfe*  in  oeitun  CMei  -        -  3908,  S910 
on  incnaw  of  Nlaiiei       -       .       .        .  2036 


Champlin,  Mr.  of  Rhode  laltnd,  on  deieiuive  m 


Chq)lBii],  elected     -        .         -        . 
Chaplaiiu,  Teeolution  foi  appoiabnenl  of 
China  and  India,  memorial  from  merchants  ongised 
in  Ihe  trade  with,  praying  ■  ua^maaa  of 
dutiei  on  while  cotton  gooda  oommitled 
Chibome,  T.,  of  Vir^ia,  on  IhedectioD  of  Clerk 
on  erpoTtatioD  ■        -        •        •        .     as 
on  stamp  duties         -        -        -        .     3fl 
Claiton,  Hiomu,  elected  Dootkeeplr 
CleA  of  the  Horns,  debala  reipecting  Ifie 
of  nominating  ihii  offica 
election  of        -        -        '        • 
Cochran,  Mr.  of  New  York  on  tlie  bill  for  tiu  de- 
fence of  the  parte  and  hwbora  of  the  Uni- 
ted States      

on  stamp  duties         ..... 
Coil,  Mr.,  of  CooiKCtieut,  on  appointing  a  commit- 
tee an  nnfininhed  btuineea        -        -        61 
aa  the  anawo  to  the  f'reudant's  Speech      135, 
194,  198,  SOS, 

en  the  blU  for  the  protection  of  the  tr^of  the 

UniiedSlataa         ....     3BS. 
on  itaii^  dutifa 
GollectiDD-     (See  Anwntie.) 
ConuDercBi  reaolntioo  calling 
a  report  of  the  depredl 
American  commetce  once  Oct.  1st  1788 


-      389,  394,  416,  430 
D  the  Presdent  for 


mesnge  and  other  docn  menu  in  answcor  thereto 

(Bee,  also,   JVade. 

Cond7,  Jonathan,  W.,  elected  Clork  of  the  Honw 

Cmgress,  a  committee  qipoioted  to  ocmler  with  the 

Seoale  on  the  laws  of  lart  niirian  Oxiog  the 

lima  fei  the  Deit  meeting  of    - 
the  Senate  refuse  the  conference  ... 
a  bill  fixing  the  time  for  (he  next  meeting  o^ 
neeiTed  and  ordeisd  to  be  engroweJ 
Conmls  and  Vice  CodbdIs,  ■  bill  oooceming  then 


Canada  and  Nora  Scotis-     (See  Refiigtu.) 
Cannon,  uatt,  Ac.,  rescdDtion  for  ^ppii^aiatiiig 
money  for  the  purchase  of,      -  •  I 

agreed  to,  end  a  tnltordtmd        .        •        .  I 

a  bill  reported   .... 


ordered  to  the  third  reading 

p—j 

Cantrill,  Bt^hen,  report  <ri  die  petition  o^  o 
OafmidiBel,  William,  rsport  on  the  petition 


-  1437 

-  1439 

-  1440 


Camnchaet,  W  illism— continned.  Pi^e. 

committee  appointed  to  report  abil)  toautbortM 


-    733 

reetdutton  reelecting  a  settlement  of  the  so- 
cDunte  of  the  lite,  agreed  to,  and  a  ImU  for 
that  purpose  ordered        ....  1376 
a  Inll  making  ippropiialioD*  to  pay  a  balance 
dne  Ihe  legal  rq>resenlati*es  o^  r^rted  .  1260 


ordered  to  the  third  realiug 


ISSS 
.  1397 


Carpenter,  Thomas,  ^tioD  ot,  praying  ihe  aid  of 
'~'~Dgrsss  in  bis  undertaking  of  pabliifaiDg 
debates,  commiUed    .        -  -     671 

;  made  and  sgreed  to  -  -        •    687 

Census,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  ennmeration  of  the 

inhaUtants  of  Oe  United  BtaBM,  nported  .  1807 

,  assd SOOG,  3084 

ChampBn,  Mr.,  of  Rhode  Iiland,  on  foreiga  ooinB  .    7U 
''  "  of  Gnawoldand  Lyon        -        -     974 

IT  in  the  abore  cue    -        -        -  1023 
-  1073 


on  the  usturalintion  laws  - 
ChaplBin>,reBidationfbrappDintineDtof,  lecciTed-     680 

ddiated 634 

■graed  to ess 

Chspman,   John,   of  FennsylTanii,   on    foreign 

coins -        -     780 

Cherokee  Expedition,  committee  appointed  lore- 
port  ■  bill  for  paying  Ihe  militia  who  served 
in  the  eipedition  of  1 794  egainat  the  Cher^ 

okees 1S34 

Ull  reported      -..---  IMS 
ordered  to  Ihe  Ihird  reading  ...   i668 

passsd ISM 

Cherokeea.     (See  AdCone.) 
Chipman,  Nathaniel,  (Senatnr  ftom  Vennoat,)  • 
letter  from  him  to  Ihe  chairman  of  the  com. 
millee  in  the  eaee  irf'Mcssn.  Griswold  and 

Ljon »«B 

bis  testinioiiy  in  Ihe  above  ca.e   -        .        -  10S3 
Claiborne  Thomaa,  of  Yirginia,  on  Ihe  foreign  in- 


bill 


1116 


on  the  bill  for  raising  u 

BitillBry '      -  1436 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  StHtoa 1608 

on  the  bill  for  eatabli^ing  the  Navy  Dt^tUr 

ment 1MB 

on  direct  laiea 1034,  S066 

on  the  bill  Bopptemeotary  to  die  bill  for  raid- 
ing a  profiiional  arm^  - 
the  bill  napeeting  alies  en' 
the  increaas  of  the  army 
I  of  Crimea 
Claibome,  W.  C.  C,  of  Tennessee,  o: 
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Hmue  Pmeeedingt  and  Debate*. 


CUborne,  W.  C.  C,  ofTeiin.— cmlmueil.  Page. 

onthebiUlbr  t»innKapra*iNon(l  um7  1661  1766 
oa  the  nalDialiiatian  bn  -  -  -  -  1761 
on  the  iDitrodions  to  ■nncd  Tcaads  -  -  1801 
on  the  bill  lo  ■otpeiii]  eommenial  inteKonnB 

with  FnoM 1866 

on  letten  of  mnique,  Ac    ~         -         .         -  18B! 
on  direct  taxes  •        -        ■         189S,  19tS,   1838 
on  the  bill   Tor  the   pratcclioii  of  the  com- 
merce ofthe  United  Sutra  

OQ  the  inereaae  of  the  army 
on  the  pnuiBhiDeDl  of  crimes 
Cki[iu,  >  comtniuee  of,  appointed 
Claimi  agunat  the  United  Statei^  a 

the  time  within  which  claim*  6>r  credit  on 

the  books  of  the  Tiauury  maj  be  preaent- 

ed  for  allowance,  reported  -         '  )116 

ordered  lo  Ihe  third  readins        -         .         -  1345 

paaaod 1348 

Clark,  Lncj,  report  on  Ihe  petition  of       -        - 
a  bill  for  relief  o'',  reported         -         -         . 
Claik,  General,  of  Georgia,  committee  appcnn'ed  (a 
iitqnira  into  the  sol^ect  of  a  letter  writlcD 
b;  him  to  the  Spanish  Conaul  at  SaTannah, 
on  the  (ubject  of  propomli  hwtile  lo  the 
United  StBtei  GoTemment 
report  of  the  committee      ....  16BB 
Clerk  of  the  Houu,  rewlntion  authorizing  him 

emplojanaddidonBlengToangclerk-         '  31T9 
Cleika,  report  frnm  the  Secietai;  of  War  asking 
for  additional,  commilled         •         -         - 
report  on  the  mibject  of  the  raJariea  of, 
a  bill  lo  revive  and  continue  the  act  rnpect- 

ing  the  eampenut  on  o^  reprated     - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  isss 

amendments  of  the  Senate  committed  ■        •  H40 

disagreed  to      -        -        -        -        .        .  1664 

the  Henste  inaiit 1668 

the  House  adhere      .....  |68S 

Coal  mines,  petition  of  aundr;  dlizena  of  Virginia 
asking  encouragement  te  their  collierim, 
presented  and  cramnitted         •  618,  OIU 

report  on  it        ......  981 

Coins.     (Sea  Foreign  Corns.) 

Coit,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  encou'agement  to 

the  useful  arte        ...        -         -  SSS 
OD  Bppcrintng  a  committee  to  report  a  bank- 
rapt  law         -         .         .         .         .  644 

on  theactsofllmiution     -        .                 -  Tib 

on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold   and  Ljon  906, 


leave  grsnted 

a  bill  for  the  protection  of  co 
hnher  repoiU  from  the  ciHnmitaee  840,1345,  118} 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  bill  fat  the  mone&c- 
tnal  protecliixi  of  the  commerce  and  coasts 
ofthe  United  States  received    -         .        -  1791 
committed  ......  igu 

nponei   -        r 1811 

debated    ---....  181S 


his  tastimon;  in  the  above  i 
on  Btsmp  dutiea 
on  ihe  foreign  intercourse  b 
on  the  naturaliiation  law    . 


996, 


on  letters  of  marque,  Ac.  - 
CoUectora,  a  bill  lo  regulate  the  compenaatic 

ordered  to  Ihe  third  retdtng 

amendments  agreed  to        .        .         3133,  3139 
CoUega  at  Phjaiciana  of  Philadelphia, « letter  from 
the  President  of  thiainatituiion,  on  tliesab- 
jeet  of  eoDtagioua  diaaaaea,  hud  oD  tha  table    937 


1003 


783 


Coumercfl  and  Mannfactona,  a  commitieeoD,  ap- 
pointed  '        -        -        •         -        *    I 

Commisioneraf the  Bereinie,  reaolntion  fitraf^MBt- 
ing  a  committee  to  report  on  the  eipcdiakc; 
of  abolkhiDg  the  office  of^  laid  on  the  table 
agreed  (a  and  Ihe  committee  appointed  . 


Congress,  a  trill  to  aulhorize  the  Prcaident  to  poel- 
pme  the  meeting  og  in  certain  casM,  nport. 
'    ed  and  debated       -         -         -         . 

bl!lIo« 

a  bill  to  after  the  time  for  the  next  meetiiig  o^ 

debated  .         .  .  -  _ 

Constitntion,  amendment  ratified  by  Eentoi^     • 

a  message  on  the  anbjectof  amendmenti  re&a- 

red  lo  a  aelecl  committee         ... 

amendment  ratified  by  Virginia  •         -         . 

propositiona  of  amendment  to,  iaid  on   dte 


3133 


Conlesled  election  {Sot  Ruthtrford,  Robert.) 
Contested  elections,  resoluliona  respecting  the  nMde 
of  taking  evidence  in  caaea  o4  c< 

debited    - 

referred  to  a  sele 

a,  bill  reported   - 


-  1031 

■  1375 

■  1337 

■  isn 

.  3176 


ContinenlBl  securities.     C^ee  AeU of  Idmitatkn-') 

Cotton  goods,  committee  on  manu&ctuies,  &e.  in  - 
structad  to  report  on  the  eipedieQcj  of  eo- 
coutaglng  the  printing  nf  .  -  _   li 

Countervailing  duties,  resolution  requestinft  ihe 
President  lo  cauae  to  be  laid  before  tba 
House  a  copjr  of  the  act  of  the  British  Par- 
liatnent  cottntervaiiinglhedutieslaid  tijityi 
United  titates  upon  foreign  resaels,  Ac,— 
laid  on  the  Uble      -        -  -         _ 

Coie,  Tench,  late  comminioiker  of  the  B 
letter  from     -        .        . 
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thute  Proceeding*  and  Debate*. 


Cnik,   Mr.,  of  MujUod,  on  the  forrign  jntei' 


«bill 


nil  Mamp  duties  ..... 

Da  the  tnll  for  raiung  ■  proviaonal  una; 
on  Ihe  milita>7  appropriation  bill  -         -  lGa7 

on  ihe  Dituraliiilion  Jeir    -         -  .  .   1779 

DD  the  bit)  for  the  protection  of  cominetce     -  183S 
on  Ihe  paniahmentof Crimea  ■  S 

on  abrc^tioD  of  Ireatiea      ■         -         .  .3 

imea  BgainH  it.e  United  Slalee,  delwie  m  the 
molioD  to  reject  the  bill  from  the  Senate  in 
tdditioa  to  the  act  for  the  puniahment  of 


matioQ  negmtiTed       -         .        .        .        . 

»  notion  (o  diarbarge  the  Committee  of  the 
Whol«  &om  further  cooeideradon  of  the 
b  11,  negatived 

further  debate  on  tbe  bill    -        -  3133, 

bill  pi 


(See,  alao.  Sedition,  Trttuon,  and  Exccu- 


ordered  to  ihe  third  reading 


Cennu,   committee  inaliueted  to  report  a  bill  Ibr 
the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 

United  Stales )4fi7 

bill  repmted S458 

debalad,  and  ordereJ  to  the  third  reading      •  24B3 

pueed       - S493 

the  Senate  unenOmenta  committed      -        -  ST3S 

negatived  ■  -        -         -  37SS,  3TM 

Thomplin,  Mr-,  of  Rhode  laland,  oe  etamp  dniies  3607, 

3M)8,  3S62 

OD  the  bill  to  augend  eonnerdal  iDterconm 

with  France 2773,  378 1 

on  the  bill  vesting  ihe  power  of  relaliation  in 

the  President  in  certain  casea  -  -  -  ISll 
on  the  bil  I  to  aathoriie  the  capture  of  French 

armed  iraaets  .....  igsg 
on  thanks  to  Ihe  Speaker   ....  SOM 

%B[daiD  o)«cl«d S43S 

ilaiborne,  W.  C.  C,  oTTeDDsaaee,  on  [he  alien 

aad  aeditioQ  lam  -        -  3449,  3e97 

on  the  reaolutioo  for  distributing  copies  of  the 

ConsUlulion  ■  -  -  24SS,  34S0,  MS5 
on  nauTtietion  of  Executive  aathoriiy  -  -  SfiBO 
on  the   reaolution  for  printing  Ihe  despatches 

from  the  American  En*a;a  at  Paris  -  -  3733 
on  the  bill  to  >uq)end  commercial  in'ercoune 

with  France  -        .        -        ,        .  37ea 

on   the  bill  anthortdng  theeaptoreorFrench 

Brmed  veaeU  .....  3039 
on  the  bill  sulhorinDg  a  detachment  from  the 

miliUtL-  ....  -31180, 89B4 
oa  the  increase  of  Ihe  army  80S7,  301U 

aiborne,  T.,  of  Virginia,  on  usurpation  of  Eie- 

cutiw  authority    -        -        .        .        .  370S 

rulea  of  the  House 3739 

on  the  stien  and  ledilton  laws    -        .        .  3800 
on  the  increase  of  Ihe  armj  -  S0S3,  3040 

urns,  s  committee  of,  aiqwinted  •        -  3424 

orlu,    reooludon    raspecling  the  compansatiea 

of -  3656 


Clerk^  a  bill  to  ngvlata  and  fix  the  oompsDastiMi 

o^  repor  ed   ......  3740 

reconumUed      .-..-.  3807 
new  bill  i^iorted      .         ,         .        .        .  3917 

p««iJ 28»7 

Clopton,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  amendmentB  to  the 
bill  aulhoriiing  a.  detachment  from  the  mi- 
litia        .  3«0S 

CoUecloia,  ■  bill  to  eslabliah  the  compeiuatioa  o^ 

reported 3SSS 

ordered  to  the  tiiird  reading  .3910 

paaaed      -..-...  3919 
Commerce  and  mann&ctares,  commitleB  on,  sp- 

poinled MSB 

Congress,  Seoate  bill  tar  altering  Ihe  time  (or  the 

DBit  meeting  of,  refected  ...  SOBB 

Connecticut,  a  bill  to  accept  the  csaion  from  thia 
Bute,  of  the  leiritary  called  the  **  Western 
Reierve  of  Connecticut, "  received,  and  post- 
poned to  Ihe  next  eeaaian  -  -  8017 
ttitnlion,  reaolution  for  diittibuting,  gratia, 
throDi^ut  Ihe  country  a  number  of  copies 
of  the  Uonstitutiwi  and  ameDdmenia,  Uid 

on  Ihe  table 34M 

taken  up  and  debated         ....  34M 
-  ' -        .  3465 


tion  to  Ihe  mode  of  electing  the  Pnsidi-nt 
and  Vice  President,  laid  on  the  Ubie        ■  3919 
notion  to  refer  it  to  Committeeoflhe  Whole, 

negatived •  3046 

Uraik,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  on  the  alien  and  sedition 


n  for  dislributiogcopiesof  the 

Consiitutioa 3408 

OD  the  impeachment  of  Willism  Blouot       -  S48S 
on  the  binkropl  law  .....  36^ 
on  the  resolution  lor  printing  the  despatches 
from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris  -  S730 

imea  against  Ihe  United  Htstea,  a  bill  for  the 
punishment  of  certain,  therein  apecified,  re. 

ported sees 

debated 3588 

ordered  to  third  reading,  and  fbrtber  debated  3599, 
3036,  SS77,  3683,  M8« 

pawed 3731 

reaolution  declaringitineipedient  to  repeal  the 
act  of  last  aeasion,  for  the  punishmsnt  of 
certain  ciimea  against  the  United  Stales,  re- 
ported   3998 

agreed  to 3016 

D. 


-    383 
on  the  bill  foe  rainng  an  additioDal  cmps  of 

srUllciy 398 

on  the  tftll  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  Ihe 

United  Suim 366 

on  the  impeacbnwnt  of  WiUiam  Blount  ib%,  4S8 
Dayton,  Jonattian,  of  New  Jersey,  elected  Speaker  60 
ins  remains  on  taking  the  Chair  -  ■  -  61 
on  Ihe  ankwer  to  the  Fnaidoot's  Speech  lOS,  198, 
199,303 
on  debnave  measnrea  343,  380.  381,  383 
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INDEX. 

Hmue  Proeeedingt  and  Dibatet. 


DftytODi  Speaker,  oTN.  Jartej — coaliiiued.  Pifo. 

oD  f  he  bill  to  yntmit  the  expottMion  of  emu, 

&c. Me,2U,  SSS 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  porta  and  hartion 

of  the  United  Slalee  350,  303,  304,   309, 

SU,  811 
on  the  bill  to  uithorin  ■  dettdiment  from  ths 

militik 387,  8S8 

on  the  reeoiutian  to  authariu  the  President  to 

provide  g*lleyB  for  defence  of  (he  eoiet  of 

the  United  Stata 840 

on  the  bill  for  niang  «n  idditionel  earpt  of 


}□  exportation  ..-.-■    368 
m  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  <^  the 

UniMd  8ta(ea        ....      aSI,  364 

m  atampdntiea        -         .        .        .      410,411 

M  ttw  impeaehmeDt  of  WilHun  Bloant        -    4fi6 

'a,  TeaolatiDaa  providing  for  the 

iuIknuI  deftnee     .        -        -         -        -     23B 

Dennia,  Mr.,  of  Maiyland,  on  (h«  answer  to  ibe 

Praaidant'a  Speech                   -               lES,  SI6 
on  atamp  dntiea         .....     888 
68 


Dntiea,  a  bill  to  Biupend,  in  part,  the  operation  of 
Ae  act  of  laatatarion,  for  ruaing  mODe;  b; 
oortwn  additional  dutiea,  repoitad    - 

t  bill  lading  a  (tasip  dnty  on  TeUam,  paroh- 

HMM,  and  pa^cc,  rqwrtad        ■        ■        . 

debited 

reeolotion  for  laying  on  ailditiooal  du^  on 


ordered  to  be  engtoaaed 


Dana,  Mr.,  of  Conoecticut,  on  giving  leave  to  tb« 

Committee  on  the  Protection  of  Commerce, 

lo  report  Ira  bill     -        -        •        -        -    SOB 

on  the  acli  of  limitation      ....     T09 

on  the  bill  ferthefHotectionofoommerae  770,1076 

m  naval  eipendittuea        ....    335 

rni  the  foreign  intetcotme  bill      ...    gss 

tHittM  caae  of  Meam.  GrkwoU  and  Ljoo     lOOB, 

1066 


on  relationa  vrith  France  1363,  1S6S,  1830,  1363 
ontbebUlfortbepan^aaeofcuuMm,  Ac.  -1431 
00  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  tr^e  trf  the 

United  Stalea        ...  1474,  1601 

oo  thebtllforraiangnproviakiaalarmj  1637,  1837, 

1704,  1767 

on  tbe  naturaliialiiHi  latr    ....  1680 


Dana,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut — continued.  Pige- 

on additional  revenue        -        -         -         -  l5S(t 
oD  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien'i  gren- 
adier compan;        ....  1710,  1730 
on  letten  of  marque  -  .  -  .         -  1886 

□□  the  defence  of  merchant  veeaela  -     1900,  1910, 
1915 
on  the  bill  mpplementar;  to  the  bill  to  raiae  a 

proviiional  aric;     .        .  1937,  1943,1963 

00  KditiouE  piactioea  ....  IMS 

on  the  bill  to  authiKize  a  loan  ...  3040 
on  the  pimiihmait  of  crimei  -  -  .Sill 
on  the  abnivation  itf  trealiea  3121,3132,  3113 

OD  the  increaM  of  the  armj        ...  31SO 
DwdttL,  Am;,  nadon  for  appointiog  •  coDuntttee 

to  report  a  bill  for  relief  of  .  -  .688 
motion  withdrawn  -  -  .  .  .  689 
report  on  the  petition  of,  ctKnmitted  •  -  757 
motion  to  diichtrge  the  committee,  negatived  967 
another  motion  for  a  committee  lo  repoit  a  bill 

for  relief  of 1046 

ikq^atived,  BJid  a  rewlution  for  refhaing  the 

prajer  of  the  petitiiHier  agreed  fo  -  1047 

Davia,  Mr.,  of  Eentuclc;,  on  the  caw  of  Meana. 

Griavrald  and  Ljon        ....  io3S 
on  the  lull  for  raiung  a  provisonal  arm;   1761, 
1763 
on  the  initractione  to  omnmanden  of  armed 

veaaels 1797 

on  the  billfor  the  protection  ofcwnmeroe  -  1833 
on  lettera  of  marque,  dee.  ....  1878 
on  direct  taiee  -  .        -1917,1930 

Dawaon,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  dain  of  General 

Kcacioako 761,768 

on  the  nOea  of  the  Honaa  -        .        -         .  1391 
on  the  bill  for  rainng  a  provimonal  army       -  1663 
D«7ton,  Mr.,  of  New  Jenej,  Spcakar,  on  the  hi. 

■war  to  the  Piendent'a  ^leech  -         .    646 

on  the  CMB  of  Meian.  Griawold  and  Ljoa     996, 
1003,  1004 
hia  teatimony  in  the  above  tam   -  ■  1009 

onthebillfortettkoMDtofliniiliwmiGeargiB  1363, 
1384 
on  the  rulea  of  the  Houae  .  .  1S94 

on  relationa  with  France  -        .1331,1340 

on  the  bill  for  raiaing  an  additional  corpa  of  ar- 

tillery  ....  1409,1417,  1433 

on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon.  &c     1434, 

1437 

«i  the  biUfi>T  protection  of  trade  lUfi,  1464,  1468, 

1459,  1401,  1471 

on  additional  revaaue        -        -  1597,  1600 

ontbebillforTaiaBgapmviBionalarmy  167B,  1681 

1788,  1741,  1703,  1763 

on  the  nipplemeatary  bill  -  19S9,  I94« 

,   on  the  defimee  of  mvchint  veasda  1905,1910 

on  the  bill  fw  providing  arma  for  the  militi*    1917, 

ISXfl,  1931 

on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemea        1993,  3004 

□n  the  bill  authoriiiag  a  loan      ...  2031 

on  the  protection  of  001 

on  the  Kwdution  tbr  ii 

BkaMiJiment  3089,  3090,  3091 

Dabatoi,  publieatian of.  (Bte  Carpatttr,  Tkomat.y 
Debt  of  the  United  States,  oommitlae  ^fjointed  to 
report  what  al 

act  making  prmiaoaa  for  the  - 
report  of  the  committee        •        -         .         -  701 
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Howe  Procetdingt  and  Debateg. 


Debt  of  ths  United  Stalea— conlinued.  P 

reaotutioQ  inriructing  CoaaaiitteofWtytanA 
Mean*  to  report  «  plan  for  raimDg  a  luni 
•afficientto  utixtj  demuids  in  1^01  on  ac- 
coaat  of  defened  debt,  laid  on  Ihe  table  - 

i^reedlo 

Teaolation  inKractiDf  the  Committee  on 
ClBima  to  leport  what  farther  proriBon 
ought  to  be  made  for  payment  of  the  on- 
fmided  or  registerad  debt  -  -  -  1 
De  Ortaae,  Count,  petition  of  (ha  dau^tera  of  the 
late,  leferrsd  to  lelect  eomm'  ' 

report  made  and  conuDiUed 

debated    .        -        .        . 

a  bill  br  their  relief  reported 

debated    -        .         .        . 

Delaware,  ii 


on  the  table 
committed  to  select  committee    - 
river,  raport  on  the  nibject  of  e 


Dfmnia,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  on  the  foreign  inter- 


Direct  taxes.     (See  Taxa.) 

Dobbing,  U.  W.,  reporton  the  petition  of  -        -  1 

Dockyard^  resolution  reapecting  the  eipediency  of 
eatabliihing  one  or  more  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  laid  on  the  table        .         .  3 
committed        -        -         -        -        -        .  S 

Doorkeeper  and  hia  anirtaiit,  a  bill  allowing  com- 
penntion  to  them,  recMved    - 


DatiM,  reporton  IhepelitionofNormMi  and  Sfaer- 

riot,  praying  remiarion  of  the  duties  on 

wines  destroyed  by  firs  -        ■        ■        - 

a  motion  for  appointing  a  commltMe  to  inqnire 


ing  astimp  duty  upon  Tellom,  parcbinent. 


a  bill  making  alterations  in  Saul  act  reported    ' 


Intl  reported  to  continue  the  18(h  section  <rf' 
file  act  making  certain  regnlations  fiir  Qie 
collection  of  internal  dnties     -        -        ■  1! 

a  Uf  I  to  continue  in  force  part  of  the  act  mak- 
ing finther  proiriaion  for  eolleeting  the  dn- 
ties on  foreign  distilled  spirite,  wines,  teas, 

a  IhII  fiirther  to  auspend  the  dn^  on  snn^ 


Dnties — continued.  f*V< 

a  committee  appointed  to  rtfvt  irtiat  bIIbts- 
lions  are  Decenary  in  ttie  act  laying  a  da^ 
onststnpedTelhun,  Sa^  -         -         .         .  SITS 
a  bill  to  amend  ihe  act  rrpolled  -        -        -  SITS 

Xmmei 3177 

by  the  Senate  to  the  neii  *e«ion  -  S1S8 


Dana,  Mr.,  of  Connecticat,  on  the  impeactmtenl 

of  Williun  Blount         -        -        -        -  >474 

on  nsurpstion  of  Executive  authoriiy   3499,  S598, 

S814 

oo  stamp  dntiea         .....  sfiss 

on  the  bill  authorising  the  capture  of  Frandi 

armed  vranls         .....  S943 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detadunsnt  of  militia  SSTB 
on  the  ImU  Testing  the  power  of  retaliation  in 
t'.e  President  of  the  United  Slates  in  cei^ 

tain  cases  3048 

on  ttie  amoidmants  of  the  Senate  lo  (he  bill 
aulhoriiing  a  detachment  from  tht  militia    3053 
Dawson,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  alieti  and  sedi- 
tion laws       -  3481,  3487,  344S,  3447 
Dayton,  Mr.,  of  New  Jersey,  Speaker,  onuMupa- 

li<Hi  (^  Executire  aulhuiily     ■  -  lUSfl 

on  the  bill  authoriang  a  detaebment  of  ths 

miUtia 3977.  »e3 

on  the  Incraawof  the  army  -        -  8033,  S041 

thanks  of  the  House 30S4 

Denma,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  on  usnrpalini  of  Ex- 

ecntiireautiiotily    -        -        .         -        -  SfffS 
Diitilled  Bpihis.     (See  Sptritt.) 
Distillers,  a  tall  cmeamiog,  reported  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  ....  3U3S 
Docks,  a  bill  authoriiing  the  eatahUahment  o(  re- 
ported   MU 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  388S 


Dutie^ 


ragnlale  Qie  ccdledion  of  Ihe  du- 
tiea  on  imports  and  tonnage,  reported        -  3B16 
ordered  In  tlw  thitd  leading        ...  2S3I 

p>Md 3867 

Tssiriation  for  instructing  Committee  ol  Vltja 
and  Means  to  rq>ort  wba.1  additional  dnty 
ought  to  be  laid  upon  drawbacks  allowed 
npm  goods  exported  &sm  the  United  Stales, 
lui  npoo  the  table  ....  3907 


iona,  a  committee  of|  a]woinled  -        ■        -      69 
(Seealao,  Contttled  Bketioui.) 
ElmaDdoiph.  Mr.,  of  Hew  York,  on  the  bill  far 
defence  of  Ihe  porta  and  harbors  of  the  U. 
eiBtss  ....       804,313,  319,330 
>n  the  bill  for  raiaiog  an  additional  corps  of 

arlUlerj 347 

Embargoes,  rMoIntion  for  appointing  a  commHlae 
to  report  a  bill  to  anthorise  die  Rwdentto 
lay,  regulate,  and  revoke  embargoes  dnring 
the  recess  of  Congress,  laid  on  Ihe  (able    -    886 
Erans,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  answer  to  the  Pis. 

■idenl's  Speed)      .         -         -        -       flO,  198 
Expatriation,  a  bill  lo  prolubit  citinna  of  Ihe  U- 
States  ftom  entering  the  serrice  ot  any  for- 
eign Power,  repotted      ...        -    831 
lebaled 346 
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EipatriatioD — continueJ.  Page, 

motion  to  ctiikeoDtUigethMclioD  of  Ihe  bill  849 

eanM     -....-,  861 

diMgned  (o  b;  ihe  Hodw  -         ■        -        .  3S6 

nmher  coniidaiBlion  of  thebil]  pOBtponed      -  S5S 
fdolutioD  for  ■  commiltee  to  bnng  in  a  new 
bill,  wilbout  the  expitrialion  daowi,  ne- 


867 


Bdgv,  William,  repwt  on  the  petition  of,  crankl- 
E«tmond,  Mr.,   of  ConnBciicst,   on  the  Qnaker 


on  the  acta  of  [imitatioa      .        ~        -        -     tu 
on  the  memotial  of  Captain  Magnien's  gran' 

adier  campanj  -----  17ie 
on  the  bill  for  pralMlion  of  oDmmaice  1SS3,  S077, 
S080 
on  ibe  defence  of  merchant  veaeela 
OD  Iba  bill  to  {HTDviile  arma  for  tbe  militia 
on  the  bill  nipplemaitarjr  to  tbe  bill  to  raiae 

a  pnnidoDal  armj  -        -        -  -I  BBS 

on  tlie  bill  Teq>ecting  alien  enemiet  .  SOUS 

on  abrogatian  of  trealiea    -         -        -        -  aiS7 

Blectioni,  committee  of  appointed       .        .        - 

(Seealao,  Contetled  Elutimu.) 
Ehoendoi^,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  the  acU  of 

_  hia  teatimony  in  the  caM  of  Meaari.  GriawoU 

and  Lyon -  106S 

Embenlement,  reeolution  relative  to  the  emhesle- 

ment  of  aoldim'  wages,  laid  on  the  tatJe  -  1818 
GTidaneo,  ■  Inllmpecting  the  mode  of  taking  en- 
deoce  in  contoted  elections.      (See  Cen- 
teilat  Elfctiont. ) 
BzecnCtie  Dqioitmenta,  comoiitteeappdnledto  ro- 
port  what  alterationa  are  ni  i  iiiieiiji  in  the 
■ereral  acta   for  eataUiahing  the    depart- 
menta,  ai  reqiecta  the  aettlemoit  of  their 
aocoonta         ......   I6B4 

a  biil  to  amend  the  laid  acta  r^iorted    -        -  S0B8 

paiMd 1(178 

Ezpaaditnie%  reaoltition  in  relation  to  retreneh- 

ment  in  the  poblc,  hud  oq  the  table        •    889 

diaqratdla SSI 

l^iort  of  eipenditurea  in  the  Military  and  Na- 
val departmental  received  and  referred       -     BTO 
Bzira  eompenaation,  a  bill  allowing,  to  certain  offi- 
cer! of  both  Houaea,  paand     -        .        -  3181 


EldBond,  Mi.,  of  C<mneclicut,  oathealien  and  aa- 

dition  laws M65 

OD  the  impeachment  of  William  Bltnint  •  3483 
on  then  qrpationof  Eieeatigeaiilhorit;  369T,3A4S 
on  the  motion  for  printing  the  deapaldira  from 

the  American  Minislera  at  Faiia  -  -  1738 
on  the  bill  nating  the  power  of  retalialiao  in 

the  Presdent,  in  c^tain  eaaea  8046 

Enl«**<Mi,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  alien  and  aedi- 

tion  laws       -  3148, 3799,  S886,  SS9B 

oanaaipation  oTEiecutiie  anttuirity  -  -  SC99 
on  the  motion  for  piining  the  despatdiea  from 

the  American  Minialers  atPaiia  -  S78S 

on  tlio  bill  to  Buapend  commercial  inteiconrae 

with  France 3780 

on  the  angmBntatkm  of  the  Navy         -         -  S8ST 


Bg^eiton,  Mr. ,  of  Virginia — continued.  Page- 

on  the  bill  veating  the  power  of  retaliation  in 

the  Preeident,  inczTtainaacs-  -3910 

on  Ibe  increaaeof  (he  Army         >  -  363B 

Electiona,  committee  at,  appointed      -  -  S4IS 

EiecQlive  aathnily,  naolution  for  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  eip'dieni^  of  amending 
the  act  for  punirimient  of  certain  Crimea 
Bgainit  the  united  Stale*,  ao  aa  to  extend 
tta  penalties  to  perxms  usurping  the  Eieen- 
tive  anthority  then  of,  laid  ra  the  table  -  3488 
taken  op  and  debated  -  -  S493,  3&at 

agreed  to,  ind  a  committee  appointed  -        -  SOU 


miitee  of  Waji  and  Means  to  iqKvt  ■  bill 
for  sngmonling  the  aalariea  of  certain,  bU 
on  the  table  ------  2' 

taken  op  and  oommttted      -        -         -         -  i' 

a  lull  for  said  purpoae  reported,  and  commit- 
ted        - 

debated -        - 

billlort 

a  reaolulion  for  increasing  the  salaries  of  the 

principal  officers  of  the  Guvemment,  laid 

on  the  l^e  ----- 

Senate  InH  for  augmenting  the  salaries  of,  n- 


1831 
3910 
3916 


it  of,  received 
a  billa'lowing  officws  of  both 
reported  and  committed       -  -  31 

cwdereil  to  be  engrossed      -        -         -         -  3! 


Federal  City,  report  from  the  CommisaiiHien  of 
the 

(See  Wiuhiitglon.) 

Florida  bonnduy,  meaage  on  the  subject  of  the  ' 

committed  -..-.- 

Foreign  Powera,  committee  appMotad  to  r^xct  s 

bill  lor  prohibiting  dtiaens  of  fiie  United 

States  from  entering  the  serrice  cl  ' 

(Bee  Expatriation.) 

Fortificaliona,  reaolution  calling  on 

of  War  for  a  lilt  of,  laid  on  the  table 
(See,  ajM,  ParU  and  Harben.') 
nan,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampahin^  m  the  ani 
to  the  Pnadent'i  Spnch 


-  3017 

-  3019 

-  3030 


Findky,  Mr.,  of  Pennsyliania,  on  tb>  fiMMgnio- 


on  the  CUB  of  M^n.  Oriawcdd  and  Lyon  -  1000 
on  additional  rerenoe  -  -  -  -16)3 
on  the  bill  for  raiding  a  ptoviatonal  army  1660, 1681 
haa  leave  nf  aluence  for  the  renkaindei  of  the 

aenimi 1701 

nne  arta,  committee  qipointed  to  report  on  the  jao- 
piie^  of  piasing  an  act  giving  artisia  a  fmp- 
ertj  in  their  pnidnctioiu  .        .        -  IMO 

(See  UaefalArU.} 
Folwell'a  Journals  of  the  Old  Copgress,  reaohitiDa 
for  snbscrUiing  for  them.     (Sea  Jourael* 
tfOmgruB.) 
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ddMlaonit 717,734 

a  TonlaUon  fbt  »up«nding  bo  much  of  Ibe  td 
nlatiTe  to  slver  coin,  ic. ,  as  TeMraioi  the 
c  rcnbtioa  of  foniign  eoioa       ...     72a 
■  bill  for  MMpending  the  aeeoai  Kctiim  of  the 
Kt  ragut^B  foreign  coina,  repoiled         •     T3S 
•      ■      ■  ■  757 

758 


the  ameodDiBDtHortheSenils  agreed  \c 
Pondgn  iulercoDne,  a  bill  ^aviding  the  me 
nipocted  and  commlttad  ' 


debated 


-  848,  10B3,  ioge 
1334 


FoMigli  ■errice,  motion  fur  appointing  a  commit- 
tee to  report  a  bill  to  prohibit  Ameriran 
dtiiena  from  entering  the  mititai;  or  nav«l 
■ervice  of  foreiga  Poweii 
■greed  to,  end  ■  comniiUeii  appointed  • 

Pmt  Mifflin,  letter  on  the  nibject  of  a  dangennu 
mutiny  discovered  among  the  vesaeti  in  qoai- 
aatiDE  at        '         -         -          •         -          -  S05T 
memorial  on  the  Mibject,  received  and  com- 
mitted   BOSS 

PiRtiScBtiMu^  debate  on  the  aabject  of         -        - 
(Sfe  PorU  and  Harbors.) 

Foandriee,  ■  bill  towiable  the  Preddent  tofttr- 
duBe  01  leue  one  or  mora  loimdriee,  re- 
ceived and  committed      ....  1396 
r^wiled 1398 

PoRer,  Mr.  Dinght.  of  Munchuaatta,  on  the  bill 
for  relief  of  the  I 


Itionaln 


IS14 


Fraeaa  in  the  Houn.    (See  Breach  of  FnsiUgt.) 
Fnnc^  a  mcMdge  commonieating  deapatchea,  £«., 

bom  the  Ameiicsa  EnToja     -         -  ISOO,  3039 
debate   n  going  into  oommitleeon  the  nibject 

01' relalioru  with 1393 

a  icaolation  for  lu^iending  commercial 


n  Ihe  tible  - 
committed  .  .  .  _ 
a  bill  for  that  pnrpoee  reported    - 

debated 

ordered  10  Ihe  thinJ  reading 
fiuthw  debated - 


■mended  b;  the  Senate 
■maDdmente  coacnrred  ii 
a  bill  in  addition  and  s 
above,  reported 


-  1837 

-  1854 

-  laSG 

-  1866 

-  1869 
'  1866 

-  1893 

-  IS97 


notion  for  a  comnuttee  to 

negatived 

■  bill  from  the  Senate  to 


>  8176 
-  3178 
.  31SD 


.  3183 


CDndij  reeolntione  on  the  labject  of  our  rala' 
tioDi  with,  laid  on  the  table    ...   1870 

debated 1878 

fiirtber  conHderatiaD  poatpooed  .        -         .  1892 
a  bill  fromths  Senate  for  the  alvogattm  of  the 
treatiee  with  --.--. 


France,  a  hill  from  the  8«iate  for  the  abrogation  of 

Ihe  treaties  with,  debated         -        -SueS.StSO 
paued     -        ■  ....  2187 

amendmen'a  concurred  in   -        -        -        -3133 
reeolalion  requesting  the  President  to  inabiict 
Mr.  Gen;  to  proceed  with  the  negot  alions, 
presented,  and  aftawards  withdrawn        -  3088 
again  presented         .....  3084 

negaliTed 3068 

rcaalation  for  appointing  a  committee  to  report 
on  the  eipediency  of  dedaiiog,  b;  leg  sla- 
tire  acdiin,  Ihe  eiiiting  state  of  relali3na 

with 2114 

debated 3118 

n^itiTed SISO 

Franli,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported       •     81g 

paseed 81  g 

Franking  privilege,  a  bill  granting  it  to  the  At- 
torney General  and  lo  the  o^ear  command- 
ing the  United  Stales  aoofm,  paBed         -  103O 
■  bill  granting  it  to  the  Becretaiy  of  the  Navy, 

paned- 1997 

a  bill  granting  il  to  the  Sapervinors  of  the  Re- 

venoe,  psMed         .         .         -         .         .  8067 
French  armed  ceeeelE,  a  bill  to  cnconrage  the  cap- 

tuie  of,  received  and  coDimiiied        -        -  317» 

rejected 3177 

resolnlioni  aathoriiing  Ihe  capture  of  French 


laid  on  the  table 
debated    . 
eommiiled 


-  1784 

-  1707 

-  181* 
reported   .--.---  IBIS 

French  emigninis,   a  meesage  on  the  snlijeM  of 
the  arrival  of,  from  Port-aO'Prince,  receiv- 
ed and  coramilled  .....  30G7 
a  bill  on  Ihesnbject  repotted        -        -        -3068 
postponed  to  Ihe  next  ■eeaon       ...  8067 
hill  from  the  Seiule  toregtilate  the  taoAngo^ 

debated 3068 

postponed  to  the  nerl  aeanon       ...  S067 
Frontiers,  Commitlee  of  Claims  directed  to  report 
on  the  expediency  of  extending  the  act  of 
June,   1794,  !□  addition  to  the  act  for  the 
fiirther  protection  of  the  frontiers  -     830 

report  of  the  eommiltee      ....    946 
(See  WidaiBt  and  Orphan*.} 


ind  commercial  inter- 


Frauoe,  a  Ull  fl 

couTta  with,  n  _ 
debate  00  a  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  •        -  3738 
Ulien  np  and  debated        3740,  3754,  3771,  8785 

passed 3791 

amendments  concmred  in   -         -         -        -  3833 
a  message  from  the  President  enclosing  a  de- 
cree of  Ihe  Franch  Directory     .        .        .  37B6 
Franch  aimed  vessets,  a  bill  to  encourage  the  cap- 
ture of,  reporled    -        ...         -  3088 

debated 3937,  3936 

rejected 3964 

French  dli2ens,  a  IhII  concerning  ihcae  who  have 

been,  or  nuj  be  brou^  in  as  piiKineis     ■  3017 

I  paieed SOIS 

3035    French  debts,  memorial  ftom  sundry  merchanti  an 
3037  I  Ih*  anhjeet  0^  presented  and  eommittad    -  84B0 
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B6u»e  Procetdingi  and  Dehata. 


OaUatini  Mi.,  of  Peoniylvuiia,  on  the  Atmnr  to 

tbe  PreMdent'B  Speech     71,148,193,196,308, 

916,  317,  336,  3ST,  330,  2SS 

DDdefeiuiTi  meuurn      341,  344,  36S,  377,  2BS, 

see,  ISO 

<D  'im  bill  10  prevent  th>  exportation  of  ann*,    - 

Ac. 261 

on  ihe  bill  for  the  defence  of  port*  and  har- 

boTi,     '        306,  S07,  91G,  316,  817,  318,  3S3 
on  tha  bill  for  rainng  an  additional  coip*  of 

artilleiy 335,380 

OD  eipatriation  -        '        .        -        -  864 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  Ihe 

ITnited  Htatea         -       363,  366,  376,  37S,  38S 

on  ftamp  dutiea         896,  SB!),  403,  407,  410,  412 

414,  416,  417,  41B,  4)0,  431,  423,  437 

on  additional  appropiiatlona         -        -    486,  48S 

on  Ihedutiei  on  aalt  -  •     443,  44G 

on  tbe  bUl  to  authoiin  a  loan     -        -     444,  446 

on  the  impeadunenl  of  William  Blount  4S0, 467, 

460,  460,  463,  464 

Oalleya,  a  reaoluCian  aulhoriang  the  Preaidentto 

pcoTide  galleja  or  other  tchcU  foi  defence 

of  the  coaat,  taken  ap  and  debated    -        -    294 

amended  and  agreed  to       -        >        -        -     3B7 

a  bill  repoited 300 

ddsated S39 

committee  diaehaiged  from  further  coDaidera- 

lioa  of  the  Nil 462 

Gilea,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  election  of  CleA    61,63 
on  ai^ioioting  a  comnuttea  on  ^infini^i*i1  bun- 

MM     -         •        '        ■        ■      60,  «1,  63,63 

OD  the  Answer  to  the  Premdent'i  Speed)      67,  TO, 

86,  108,   109,138,   143,   194,   19S,  Sll,  2IS, 

SIT,  318 

cu  dafeniKie  nwanjna    340,  344,  346,  377,  268, 

394,  296 

OD  appointing   a  Committee  of  Waji  and 

Moani 398 

OD  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  ports  aad  bar- 

bora 304,  30S,  33S 

on  the  Inll  for  raiaing  an  additional  corpa  of 

artillery         ....      32S,  341,  346 

on  expaliiation  .....     864,  396 

on  tile  bill  for  proteetioo  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  Blatea      360,  864,  886,  368,  8T1,  382, 

8S4 

on  atamp  duliei    -       -       -        .       •     389, 406 

Oilleapie,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  <m  die  bill  for 

ntiing  an  additiond  corpa  of  Btillerjr        -    347 
Goodrich,  Mr.,  of  Conneetieat,  on  thvAnatrer  to 

the  Prendent'a  Speedi    .        -  .319 

OD  apptonting  an  agent  for  Brittah  claims    -    391 
on  atamp  dutiea         .....     425 
Gordon,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampabire,  on  the  Anawor 

to  the  Preodent's  Speech        -       196,216,219 
on  the  bill  to  prerent  the  exparUtim  of  anna, 

*c.      - 848 

on  eipalriattoa  -        .        .        -  .    865 

on  stamp  dnties         ....     8S7,  422 

on  Ae  impeachment  ofWilliam  Blount    460,  481 

Oreene,  Be*.  Dr.,  elected  Chaplain   ...      69 

Oriawold,  Mr.,  of  CMinecticDt,  on  the  Answer  to 

■    ~     '■     ■  ~    K*    -        .        -        -      93 


Bieofn  aisBtos.  Page. 

Gallatin,  Mr.,  of  Penrv^lTania,  on  the  motion  for 
excnnng  Mr.  Ljon,  of  VoidodI,  froB  at- 
tending the  ceremony   of  [mwenting  Ihe 
Addrea  to  the  President  -         -         -     651 

on  the  (Juolcer  memorial  -        -        .    660 

on  granting  leave  to  the  commitlee  on  the  pnv 

teciioni^commercelorepoithjbiD  094,696,  698 
on  the  acta  of  limitation     ....     706,  TI8 

OD  ftneigti  coini        -  718, 73S,  788,  805 

on  the  bill  anthoiiutig  the  Preodent  to  post- 
pone the  meeting  of  riingiias  in  eerlBin 
CmMW    ......       715,736 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  rspretntaliw 

of  deeeaaad  (dScers  -        -        -    811 

Ml  naval  appropritlions      ...     8SS,  826 
on  eipenditom  for  the  ikanl  aerrioe    -  833 

onthe  foreign  inteKoum  bill      -    856,866,1118 
ontheeaseofMeaKB.OrinroldaiidI.yon99T,  I0O8, 
ID63,  1067 
on  stamp  dntiea         ....  1073,  1076 

on  rdations  with  France   ISSS,  IMT,  1863,  1370, 
3118,3130 
on  the  UlllOTaetlletDentofliinitawjth  Georgia  1361, 
1384,  1309 
on  the  ralM  of  the  Houae    .         ■         -  1390, 1394 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  uck  and  diaaUed  sea- 
men     -  I8»S 

on  Ihe  bill  for  deliuice  of  porta  and  harlMirs     .  1 399 
on  the  bill  for  laioing  an  additioiiil  coipa  of  v- 

tineiy   -        -      1406,  1411,  1416,  1418,  1430 

on  the  bill  for  the  pnrchaae  of  cannon,  Ac.     1436, 

1438 

on  the  tnlt  for  the  protection  if  the  trade  of  Hm 

United  States         1465,  1463,  I486, 1475,  lEM 

on  the  bill  for  raiaing  B  ptorinonal  army   1A36,  15)8, 

1631,   1665,   1689,    1693,   1735,    1743,   1762 

1936,  1937 

on  the  military  sppri^rtation  UU  -         -  1644,  I6M 

on  the  bill  for  Mtsblnliing  the  Nary  Dqart- 

ment 1546 

on'the  natundiMtiaB  laW    -  IHI,  I7T6,  1778 

on  praamti  to  Ministers     -        .        -        .  1693 
on  additional  rerBniw  '  1697,  1861,  1616 

on  the  memorial  or  Captain  HagDMo's  grao - 

adier  company       ...        -  ITIl,  173S 
on  the  bill  conoeming  alien  ensmieH     1788,  1791, 
1703,  1T93,  1973,  1996,  3003,  30)6 
(m  the  instructions  to  conunandes  (rf'  ajmsd 

1809 


on  the  bill  for  the  jffolMtion  of  ItM  « 

of  the  United  State*        -        1820,  1831,  9079 

on  direa  taxes  1837,   1B4B,   1893,   1818,  3063. 

2054,3067,   2172 

'  on  compensation  to  coUsctors       _        _        .  is56 

on  the  bill  to  suipend  commercial  interoonrae 

with  France 1861 

on  the  BdjoDmment  -----  1876 
onleltersof marque,  Ac  -  .  -  .  1881 
onthedefenoeofmerchantvesaeb  1906,  1913,  1115 
on  ndilioui  pradicee  ....  1954 

on  the  bill  supple  mentsiy  to  the  bill  topnrride 

•D  additional  smamrat  -        -  30)3,  9183 

on  the  Ull  to  aulhorize  a  loan  2037,  3MS,  3039, 
2044 
on  the  bill  to  regubte  the  landing  of  French 


on  the  inereaae  of  military  establistunait  3089,  2180 
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Hxiuse  Proctedingt  and  Debates. 


Gtdlalin,  Mr  ,  of  Fenn^lTanu — continued.  Page. 

OD  ihepuniahmeDt  ofcrime*       3107,3136,  S16S 
oa  the  abrogalion  of  treatie*        ...  sue 
Qalleya,  reanlulion  aalhoriiing  the  Prepident  lo 

buitduideqaipaceTtamnuinberof,r^)o>tod  1313 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  aathorize  the  Pred- 
deBl  to  provide  a  namb«rof  iidbII  leaali  or 
galloJ^  received  -,--..  iftfig 
committed  -  .  .  ...  iggQ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  ibbs 
paawd  -.-...  1697 
a  IhII  to  amend  nid  acl,  reported  •        -  18T6 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  1917 


,  Deborah,  petition  of,  praying  compcD- 
■ation  for  her  Hrricea  ■■  a  loldier  in  the 
war  of  t^e  Revolution,  prtaented  and  eom- 

Geoigia,  a  remonaCraoee  from  the  LegMlalore  a^ 

in  relation  to  the  Uw  regulating  trade  and 
intereoum  with  (he  Indian  Lribe^  and  in 
rrialion  to  the  opnatton  o[  the  filiating  trea- 
ties with  oertun  fndiana,  referr«d  to  a  select 


reoammiHed 


farther  conaidered      ..... 

motion  to  atrike  oat  a  clauw  in  thd  bill  provi- 
ding tbst  llavery  shall  not  be  forbidden  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory  ... 

rabdon  negatived       ..... 

bill  ordered  to  third  reading         ... 

Qilea,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  tfampdutiev 

on  relations  with  France  1356,  1363,  133^,  I 

1838,  laiB,  1356, 

00  the  bill  for  an  amieaUe  aMilement  of  limits 

wib  (Jeorgia  ..... 

GUlecpie,  Mr. ,  of  North  Carolioa,  his  testimony  in 

the  case  of  Uenri.  Orinvold  and  Lyon      - 
Gloucener,  a  bill  establiahiog  an  annaal  salary  for 

the  luneyor  of  the  port  o^  passed    - 
Goodrich.   Mr.,  of  Coanecticat,  on  land  titles  in 


Teane 


on  the  foreign  intercourae  bill      .        .        . 
on  the  case  a[  Memit,  Griswold  and  Lyon   -  1 
lUB  lealimony  in  the  above  case  -        -        •   1 
Gttrdon,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  on  the  Quaker 


on  the  lull  toregnlue  the  mode  of  taking  evi- 
deace  in  caiesofcontesled  elections  - 

his  testiinoaey  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswolil 
and  Lyon      ...... 

on  atamp  duties         ..... 

on  the  riilea  of  the  House    .... 

on  the  bill  for  settlement  of  limits  with  G«  >igia  : 

on  relations  with  France     .... 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artJUery 

on  the  bill  for  the  purchaia  of  cannon,  Ac.  ■ 
on  the  loll  reapecting  alien  enemies 


a  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  eomioerce 
n  the  abrogation  of  treaties        ... 
5ih  Con. — 12S 


Page. 
Great  Britain,  rewluiion  Cot  abrogating  the  treaties 

with,  presented  and  aflerwards  withdrawn  1893 
Greene,  Rev.  Dr.,  electa!  Chaplain      -         -         .     6SS 
Grenadiers,  Capt.  Magnim'a  memoiial  from,  pre- 
sented       -  .        _        .         .         .  1707 
debate  on  the  reference  of  the  memorial         -   1708 

referred 1734 

Griswold,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  the  foreign  inter- 


lebill  - 


duct 


8B0 


1  requiting  them  to  pledge  them- 
selves to  cnmmit  no  act  of  violence  during 
the  session  of  the  House,  proposed  and  de- 
baled   I 

agreedto ...  .         .         .   li 

(See,  also,   Braieh  of  Privily.) 
ove,  Mr.  of  North  Carolina  on  the  bill  for  the 
defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uu- 
ted  Stales I 


Gallatin,   Mr.  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  atien  and 

B  didonlaws  3433,  3801,  3S89,  3900,3957,3993 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount  -  3486 
on  usurpation  of  Eiecutlvs  authority  3t9U,  3513, 
SS35,  36R4,  35X8,  3595,  2637,  26HI,  3683,  3705 
onslampdutiei  35.)9,  2561,  2569,  3S70,  3571,3573 
i67\,  3803,  2908,  3812,  2814 
on  relalions  wilh  France     .  ■  -         -  3S71 

onthe  bankrupt  bill 2640 

on  rules  of  the  House        ....  S730 
on  printing  the  diapslches  from  the  American 

Envoys  at  Paris 2736 

on  the  bill  to  sospend  commercial  intercourse 

with  France  37*8.  1289,  3774,  8783,  8787 
on  tbe  sagmenlalion  of  the  Navy  -  2S23,  3869 
on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 

(he  President,  in  certain  cases  -  3910,  3040 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessels         -         -  -        -  2987 

on  a  resolution  for  expelling  Mr-  Lyon         -  3909 
00  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  the 

mUitia 3978,  SUSS 

on  theincreaseofthearmy  -        -3834,3033 

Gamam,  Taylor,  and  Jonea,  atoll  for  the  relief  of, 

repoTled -  27Sft 

inssed 2798 

Georgia,  report  on  the  remooatranee  of  the  L^is- 

lature  o^  committed       ...        -  2488 

debated 2G47 

report  concurred  in  and  a  bill  ordered  -        -  2816 
(See  Indian'.) 
Goodrich,  Mr.,  DfC»nnecticut,onthebiUlosuspeod 

commercial  intercourse  with  France  -  8769 

on  the  hill  to  authorize  the  capture  at  French 


OordoD,  Mr.,  of  New  Uampsture,  on  the  alien  and 

sedition  laws  -  -  .  3448,  2460,  3799 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Bloant  -  8470 
on  impressment  of  seamen  ...  3554 

on  stamp  duties      .        .        -    3660,  9563,  3G66 
on  the  bankrupt  bill         .         .        -    2G83,  3664 
on  the  bill  vetting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 
the  PreaidenI  in  certa'n  cases  ...  3909 

Greene,  Rev.  Dr.,  elected  Chajdain    •        -        -  S42B 
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IxiT 


Hmue  Proceedingt  and  Debala. 


Pago. 
OriawoU,  Mr.,  or  Connccticat,  on  Ihe  umrpttioD 

of  Eieculive  •utboritj'     3488,  34S4,  SS93,  9607 


HartMirf.     (8m  Porti  uitl  Harbori.) 

Hupei,  Mr.,  of  South  Cuolini,  cm  the  uiiwer  to 

thg  PreMdent'i  Speech    lOB,  136,  U3,  IGD,  S06, 

311,317,  318,323 

OD  the  bill  to  prereiit  the  eiporlatioD  of  mat, 

&c ISO,  251 

on  defeiuiTa  meuurM      2M,  261,  374,  379,  286, 

390,  396 

OD  the  bill  (or  ieteaca  ti{  the  porti  uid  hirbora 

of  the  United  BtAtes      -      HOD,  310,  312,  313, 

818,  319 

on  the  bill  for  raiding  aii  additiaiul  coipa  of 

on  Ike  bill  to  prohibit  American  citiimaenia' 

iag  the  aervicr  of  foreign  Powen  -  352,  364 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  tnde  of  tha 

United  State*  ....  364,  383 
onatam^dntiM  388,896,403,406,416,416,  434 
on  additional  apprapriatiani  -      486,  488 

on  the  dnty  on  aalt 443 

on  the  bill  to  anthoriu  a  loan      -        -        -    444 
on  the  impeai^ment  of  >i^'il]iBni  Blount    156, 467, 
460,  461 
Hartley,  Mr.,  of  PennrylTaniai  on  appointing  a 

committee  on  unGniahed  buaineaa  -  60,61,68 
on  the  ansner  to  the  I'reaident'i  Speech  96,  300 
on  the  bill  for  delence  of  the  porta  and  hai- 


,e  Unite 


n  the  bill  aathorizing  a  detachment  bom  the 


on  the  bill  for  railing  an  additional  eorpa  of 

artitlerj 346, 347 

HtTena,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  tbe  answer  to  the 

Freaident's  Speech  -        -        •        -     330 

n  the  bit]  to  prevent  the  eiportatit 


±e. 


Sfil 


n  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  the  port*  and  har- 
bora     -        -         -        803,  304,  810,  313,  31S 
on  the  bill  to  prevent  citiieni  of  the  Ueilad 
State!  from  entering  the  aervice  of  foreign 
Powera 84S 

Harper,  Mr,,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  on  Uieanewer  to 

tbe  Pnwidenf*  Speech    -       636,  636,  646,  647 
ot)  the  Bulea  of  the  Home  -  -        -    641 

OD  appointing  a  commiUee  to  report  a  bill  to 
piond''  for  a  uniform  ■yatem  ^  bankrapt- 

<J 848, 644 

on  (he  reference  of  the  Prendent'a  Speach  -  658 
on  the  Quaker  memofial  -  .  .  .  668 
on  the  bill  reipecting  the  mode  of  taking  evi- 
dence  in  eaaea  of  eontealed  eleetionB  -  684, 
66S,  687 
on  granting  leare  to  the  Comtetttee  on  the 

Protection  of  CommercB,  to  report  b;  bill     694 

on  foreign  coioa         .....     7)0 

oD  the  bill  to  Buthoriie  the  Preaident  to  poM- 

pone  the  meeling  of  Congress  in  certain 

cases    -         -         -     .  -  786,  787 

on  die  bill  for  the  proWi^iixi  of  commeroe   •   766, 

774,  1815,3071 


Harper,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina — coDlioaed.  Page, 

on  the  report  on  the  potiiioa  of  the  dau|[fateta 

of  Count  de  Graaae  •  -  793, 795 

on  Naval  appropriationa      '       831,  833,  833,  887 

on  Naral  eipenditarea         ....     ggi 

on  the  foreian  interconrae  bill       .     858,  869, 1 169 

Harper,   Mr.,  ot  South  Carolina,  on  tlu  caae  of 

Meaara.  Griawddand  Lyon  978,981, 1005, 1038, 
I0B7 
on  stamp  duliea  ....  1070,  1074 

on  relations  with  France     1368,  1359,  1333,  1841, 
1353,  1960,  1369 
on  the  bill  for  settlement  e(  linuts  with  Geor- 
gia      -         -         1377,  1379,  1381,  1383,  1383, 
1384,  ISn,  1306 
on  the  tuU  for  rsiiing  an  additional  corps  of 

arUllerjr 1431 

on  the  bill  for  the  parchaae  of  cannon,  Ac    -  1438, 
1481,  1439 
on  the  biD  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 

the  United  BtatM  1446,  1461,  1468,  1530 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provinonal  arm;      •  1539, 

1646,  168),  ITOe,  1747,  1764 

on  the  mpplementar;  bill   •        1984,  1938,1940, 

1043,  1845 

on  the  mililarjp  aj^Hvpristion  bill  IS4S,  1544,  1564 

on  the  UII  for  MtaMishing  the  Nav;  Depnt- 

ment    -         ......  1549 

on  the  natoratiialion  Isw   -  1667,1568,1568 

on  preaenta  to  Miniatera    .        -        .        -  1691 
on  addilional  rerenne  1697,  1604,  1615,  1631 

on  the  memorialof  Captain  Magnien'a  giena. 

dier  company         .  -        .         .1714 

on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enetniei      1786,  1089, 
1907,1998,3000,3033 
on  the  initructioaa  to  commanden  of  aimed 

veaaels 1796 

ondireet  taiw  -        -       1888,  1893,  1884,  1930, 

3053,  3068 

□n  compenaation  to  collectoia       ...  I  §57 

OD  the  rolimteer  aervioe       ....  1873 

on  letteta  of  marque,  Ac.     ....  1879 

on  the  defence  of  merchant  TtHBla         .  1907,  1915 

on  the  bin  to  pnnide  arms  for  the  militia      -  1938. 

1931,  1933,  IMS 

on  the  biU  to  authonM  a  loan      3037,  3038, 3041, 

3046,  3046 

on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  landing  of  frtoA 

emigrants      ......  3066 

<m  the  irKsease  of  the  Military  Eatabliafament  309 1 

on  the  bill  for  puniiiiment  of  crimes      3106,  HM 

on  the  abrogatiDn  (tf  treatiea  -3115 

on  the  Ull  aupptemeatary  to  tbe  bill  to  aas- 

pend  eomDerciil  inteteonne  with  Ftance  3IT8, 

3179 

on  the  bill  to  amend  said  bill       -         -        .  3183 

on  the  bill  to  provide  an  sddilioad  naval  ai^ 

mament        ......  jigl 

Harrison,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  tbe  bill  to  provide 

arms  for  the  miliiia         ....  im 

on  relslJons  with  France      ■         -  -8118,  3119 

Hartley,  Mr.,  of  Penniylvsnia,  on  the  tall  for  tbe 

protection  of  commerce   ...   768,1831 
on  the  report  on  (he  petition  (^  the  dau^iten 
of  Count  de  Graae        ....     79) 

on  relatioDs  with  France    -        -         -  1364,  186* 
on  die  bill  for  settlement  of  limits  with  Geor- 
gia        18M 
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on  the  bill  for  defntce  of  the  ports  and  har- 

bon  of  the  United  Slatet         -        -        •  1398 
on  the  bill  for  raiaing  an  additioaal  coipa  of  ar- 

tillei7 1403,  1417,  MSO 

on  the  bill  for  the  purduae  of  cannon,  &c.  •  1437 
on  the  1*11  fbrraidnga  proriaiMial arnrr  I6SS,  ITSO 
OD  the  ntemorial  of  Captain  Magoien**  gttiat- 
dieicompanj         ......  I719 

on  the  bill  to  anthoriie  a  loan     -        -        .  S040 
on  the  trill  to  regulate  the  landitig  of  French 
emigranla     ......  3064 

HaTona,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  foreign  coju  730,  S0& 
hia  teatimonj  in  the  caae  of  Meaan.  Grinrold 
■nd  Lyon     •         .....  1DG3 

on  the  foreign  iDtereoum  bill      -        .         -1 084 
Hill,  Homy,  reptnt  on  the  petitbu  o^  eommitled     6S9 

debated 680 

recommitted      ■         -        -        .       > .        .    681 
i«poit  agreed  (o         .        .         -        .         .  1349 
Holmes  Mr.,  of  VirginJa,  on  direct  taxea  -  1060 

H««m*t,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  hia  tratimoay  in  the 

caaa  of  Meaara.  Oriawold  and  Lyon  -  IDtS 

Hvlbnt,  Captain  Oeoi^,  ■  bill  for  the  relief  of 

die  legal  r^raaaBtative*  o^  pteaented        -    746 


recommitted 


Harper,   Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  alien 

and  aeditioD  taws  -  3336,  3439,  3433,  3436, 
2447,  2888,  2957,  3958 
on  the  leaohitian  foi  distributing  ropisa  of 

the  Constitution 3463 

on  the  bankrupt  bill      ,     ■        .  34G6,  3469 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount  2476,  S487 
on  the  cennu  bill      -         ■  .        -  3493 

on  OEurpatiOD  of  Eiecutiie  authority  2SD3,  363B, 
2617,  3703 
on  ttamp  dutiea  2Q6S,  2G63,  2806,  3806,  381 1 
on  rules  of  the  House  ....  3733 
on  the  resolution  for  printing  the  deipatchea 

Irom  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris  '  3733 

on  the  bill  further  to  suspend  commerdal  in- 

tercourae  with  France     .        .  2746,  3774 

on  the  aagmenlation  of  the  Nstj  .  -  3836 
on  the  bill  leeting  the  poirer  of  retaliatfon  in 

the  President  in  certain  cases  •  3909,  3918 

on  increaae  of  Executive  officer*'  salaiies  2933 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 

armed  veHels 3940 

on  the  bill  luthDrizing  a  detachment  of  Ihe 

militiB 3981,  8063 

on  inereaae  of  the  anny  ....  3037 
Haniaon,  Hr.,  irf'  Virginia,  on  usurpation  of  Bi- 

eenflve  authority  ....  3SI7 

BartkTt  Mr.,  of  Pennaylvania,  on  the  alien  and 

■edition  taWB  2462,  3464,  3886 

on  the  bankrupt  bill  ....  3407 

on  the  bill  further  to  soapend  commercial  in. 

lercoune  with  Pnmce    ....  3771 

on  the  increase  of  the  army        ...  8031 

BaAill,  Jonathan,  a  bill  for  the  relief  0^  reported  379G 

peand      .......  3798 

I. 


(8aa  Bbtml,  VUlUm.) 


Imlaj,  William,  a  trill  for  the  relief  of,  received 

and  cotamitled       ..... 

reported  ....... 

•paaaed 1830,  I 

Imlay,  Mr.  J.  H.,  of  New  Jeraey,  hia  teatimony 
in  the  caae  of  Meaera.  Griawotd  and  Lyim    1 
on  the  foreign  intercooraB  bill      -        -        -  I 
Impeachntent,  articlee  o^  in  the  case  of  William 


Jmpriaoimiait  for  debL     (See  Iruoheai  Law.') 
Indians,  leaolulion  for  making  an  appropriation  to 
defray  the  eipenae  of  a  treaty  with  the 

Cberoksea 837 

a  Menage  on  the  subject  &oin  the  Preadent     342 
committed         ......    345 

estimsle   of  the    Secretary  of   War  of    the 
amount  necenary  to  de&«y  eipenaea  of  the 

treaty 8*7 

a  bill  to  defivy  expenaea  of  a  treaty  with  the 
Indiana  claiming  Imda  in  Tennesaee,  te- 

portod 930 

ordered  to  the  thitd  reading         -        -  947 

passed 963 

amended  by  the  Senate      ....  lOli 
report  on  the  amendments  -         -        -  1068 

report  negatived  and  ihe  amendmenls  agiead 

to  -        .  low 

Insolvent  Ian,  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  respectiiig  the  alterations  necea. 

aeiy  in  the 1066 

leport  consideied       .....  1343 

agreed  to 1243 

a  bill  sDpplemeatary  to  and  in  amendment  of 
the  act  for  the  relief  of  peisons  impriaoned 

for  debt,  reported 136C 

amended  -..-.--  IS7I 
recommitted      ......  1872 

reported  --..-..  I64S 

Tecotnmitted 1660 

reported itVt 

ordered  to  a  third  reading    -        -        .        -1813 

pasaed 1814 

ameDdmeoti  agreed  to        ...         .  1888 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persona  imprisoned  lor 

debts  due  Ihe  United  BUtea,  reported         .  1796 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  iglt 

pas«>d 1814 

resdution  directing  the  Attorney  Oeuenl  to 
report  a  plan  for  a  general  law  for  the  is- 
lief  of  bsolveiit  debtoiB,  laid  on  the  table    1813 
taken  up  and  agreed  to       -         -        -        -  18SS 
battvetignB  to  armed  icaaela,  debate  on  the  sub- 
ject of  1797 

(See  Frateh  armed  vtueU.) 
Insurrection  of  1794,  rqioit  on  sundry   petiticsis 
praying   compensation  fi>r   damagea  soa- 
tained  in  conaequenoe  of  the  ...  1876 
Invalid  pooaJDaen.     (See  Ptntiontra.) 


Ds,  a  bill  making  an  appri^riatioa  t« 
sipeneea  of  holding  a  ttea^  ot 
with  certain,  reported     - 

tcdssed  to  the  third  reading 


-  S8SI 

-  2916 
•  »1« 
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lDdi*ii>— coniinued.  Page- 

■  bill  from  the  Senate  miling  sppropriitioiM 

(or  cinjing  into  effect  certain  treatka  with, 

committed S936 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -        -        -  3956 

puwd      -         ' S9S7 

ImpMchment.     (See  Blount,  William.) 
Impiesunent  nf  leamen,  reeoJution  calling  an  the 
Preadenl  for  infomiation  on  (he  nibject  of, 

hud  on  the  Uble SMS 

taken  up  and  debated         -        .        -        .  3664 
■greed  to  ......  3G56 

a  Meesage  and  alber  docnnienti  on  the  aubjert 
of  the  impreannent  of  men  fiom  the  United 
Stalei  itoop-nf  war  BaltimcHre  '  -  16T4 


Jaib,  a  ieK>lutioD  for  ajqtropriaiing  mone;  for  the 
etecticm  of  jaila  in  inch  ^tatea  ai  have  not 
■uffident  proviaion  lot  the  canfinement  of 
raiaoDen  under  the  lawi  of  [he  United 
etatea,  negatiTed   .----. 

Jooma'a  of  Congresa,  Toolulioil  for  appotntiDg  a 
coDimittee  to  report  on  the  eipedienc;  of 
reprinting  the  Joumala  of  the  Old  Con- 
greaa,  aod  a.ch  reporta,  &c,  aa  are  oul  ol 

■caolution  iDMrueting  the  comaultee  to  report 
on  the  expediency  of  altering  tbe  form  of 
keeping  the  JoomBls  of  the  Houae  -  -     I 

leaolulion  from  the  Senate  foi  labKiibing  tbi 
400  copier  of  Folvrell'a  edition  «f  the 
Jonrnala  of  the  old  Congreia,  pnatponed 
to  the  next  aeauon  -  -  S: 

Jndiciarf,  resolution  for  appointing  a  {ommitlee  to 
report  on  the  allerationa  neceaaar;  in  the 
act  eilabliahing  the  Judiciary  Department     ' 

a  bil<  lupplenientatj  to  the  act  eilafaliabing 
tbe  Judicial  eourta,  reported    -        -        -  1! 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         •        -  11 

rejected    ..---..   11 

reaoluticm  appdnling  a  committee  to  report 
what  alterations  are  necesaar;  in  the  act 
regulating  proceaaea  in  the  coorta  of  tbe 
United  Stetea,  and  providing  eompenaation 
for  the  oflicen  of  aaid  courli     -         -  •  ( 

a  tall  provUJing  campenaacion  for  tbe  oflicera 


a  bill  from  thi?  Senate  altering  and  e; 

the  Judicial  CourtH,  received     '        -        -  i 
poatponed  to  tbe  next  acBsian      '        -         .  1 
a  rcaalotion  directing  the  Attoniej  Genervl 
to  report  a  plan  to  regulate  the  proceea  and 
practice  of  the  conrta  of  the  United  Statea  by 
•0  uniform  ayitem,  laid  on  the  table         -   I 


■  1973 

■  1669 
-  1707 
,  1764 


dto 


a  eommitle«  appointed  to  report  on  the  expe- 
diency of  invceling  in  the  Judge*  of  the 
United  State*  and  of  the  aeveral  Statea  fotr- 
er  to  bind  to  the  peace,  Ax,,  for  oflencea 
agunM  the  United  HUtea  -         -         -  3 


vaiaji  aiaiioii.  Page- 

Journala  of  Congreaa,  a  reairiiitian  authoriiing  a 

■ubacription  for  a  certain  number  of  eopMa 

of  the  Joomala  of  CtMigreaa,  reporta  from 

Heada  of  Department^  Ac-,  laid  on  tbe 

taUe »e4 

eommittcd         ......  Mlt 

ree(dution  lor  anbacribing  for  400  eopie*  of 
Folwell'a  edition  of  the  Joomala  of  the  Old 

Congrcn 3046 

Jadiciary,  committee  appointed  to  report  a  bill 
to  provide  compenaation  for  marritala,  jn- 
ron,  witoisaea,  Ac,  and  to  repeal  tbe  pre- 
Bcntlaw-'----  3470 

bill  reported MSI 

ordered  to  tbe  third  reading          -        -        -  S9I9 
paaMtd S9S6 


Kitten,   Mr,  of  Penn>7tvaniJ^  on  the  UoweT  to 

tbe  Pnaident'a  t<peech    ■         -         -     317,139 

on  the  bill  lor  rai«ng  an  addiiioaal  eoipe  of 
irtilletj 339 

on  the  bill  tot  protCEtion  of  the  tnde  of  tbe 
Uailed  Statea 367 

on  atamp  dntiM         .....     a%^ 

Kecnebunk  river,  a  Ull  in  telaticiR  to  tbe  erection 

of  pien  in  the,  reported  .        .        -         .  I04fi 
Kentucky,  a  meaaige  tnmamitting  the  act  ef  thia 
Stale  tallying  the  amendment  to  the  (Jon- 
■tilution  respecting  the  auabilitf  of  Statea  -     809 
Kiltera,  Mr.,  of  Pennaylvania,  on  the  bill  for  the 

settlement  oriimita  with  Georgia  -  -  1303 
on  Uie  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  -  1830 
on  the  bill  providing  arms  for  the  militia  -  1931 
on  >he  bill  concerning  alien  enemies  -  -3016 
on  tbe  reaolntion  for  requealing  the  Preaidoit 
to  iiisiruct  our  tpmaining  Minister  at  Paris 
to  proceed  with  the  negotialioaa       -  •  SOBS 

on  the  bill  for  tbe  punishment  of  crimes         -  SI  13 
on  the  abrogatian  of  treeliee         -         -         -  SI3I 
on  the  trill  for  the  increase  of  the  army  1139,9130 
Kosdluko,  General,  debate  on  a  resolution  for  ap- 
pointing a  committee  to  report  what  mesa- 
ores  are  neceaaary  to  en^le  liim  to  obtain 
payment  of  his  claim        -  -  .         .     761 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaorj  directed  to  ro- 

pnrt  what  legislilive  action  ia  necenaiy  763 

his  report  received      ....        -    771 

daheled 788 

■  Irill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  intei' 
eat  on  tbe  certificate  givoi  him  by  the  Gor- 
emment,  repotted  -----     79t 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -         -         -SOI 

paaaed 801 

amendment  of  the  Senate  disagreed  tn  -  -  838 
a  conference  appointed  thereon  -  -  .  83C 
the  House  recede       -----     8U 


Lands,  pelitiona   compkiiiing  of  a 

the  lands  pnrchaaed  of  the  United  Slatei^ 
and,  also,  of  tbe  conipirai^  of  land  ^lecola- 
tnn,  teferied  to  the  Secrttiry  of  the  Tresa- 


,db,Googlc 
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L>wi  of  the  Uniud  Statoi,  report  on  tlu  tnl^t 

of  law»  aboul  lo  oipire    .         -         -         . 

a  bill  ta  coniinue  sundr;  of  Ihem,  onluot 


44S 


poftpuned  by  the  Senate  la  next  aesuoa  -  461! 
IiiTe  oak,  reaoiation  maldng  proniioii  to  enable 
the  Preiider.t  to  procure  a  au&icient  quan- 
tity or,  laid  on  the  table  -  -  -  .  3S3 
reiolnlion  requeatias  the  FreaidoDt  to  furoiah, 
at  the  next  lenan,  information  reapectiag 
auch  live  oak  lands  a>  may  be  purcbaied 
for  the  iiee  of  the  Government  -         -     464 

(See,  alao.  Timber.) 
LhringtUKi,  Mr.,  dT  New  York,  on  the  anoner  to 

the  Praddont'fl  Speech   67,  116,  I3T,  197,  198, 
319,  233 
on  the  bill  to   prevent   the  exportation    of 


on  defendve  n) 

DO  the  apprantnent  of  an  agent  in  relation  lo 
British  claimi         .         .         .         .        - 

en  atamp  duties  -  ...  - 
Loan  ;  reaolation  aulhoiiiing  the  President  lo  bor- 
row money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 


SM 


debate  on  the  bill  for  Ibat  purpoee 

bUI  paMol 

Lyon,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  on  Ihe  attmer  to  the  Pre- 

ndenl'a  Speech       -  -       194,333,234 

on  the  bill   to  prevent   Ihe    exporlaliali   of 

amu,  Ac.  '  -  -  247,  S4S,  S49,  251 
on  the  duty  on  mlt  -  -  -  -  33S,  443 
on  the  bill  a.uthoriiii9g  a  detacbmeat  from  the 

militia 337,  339 

on  alamp  dutie*         -       990,  393,  400,  41S,  435 


Land  titles,  report  on  the  mUect  of    - 
Lukda  :  ■  bill  for  the  sale  of  tends  in  the  Norlb- 
wertetn  Territory,  received      .        -        . 
commiUed         .-.-.. 


.wried  - 

poatponed  to  the  next  seasion         -         -  3 

a  committee  inatracted  lo  report  Ihe  progrees 

nuub  in  catrjing  iqto  eOect  the  set  for  the 

■ale  of  the  landi  northwest  of  Ihe  Obio,  and 

whether  any  amendment!  to  the  aaid  act  are 


report  of  the  committee       -        -         -        -  1 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  granting  certain  lands  to 
8.  Munroe  and  others,  received         -        ■   1 


a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  sale  of  landi 

northwest  of  the  Ohio,  received        -        -  2 

Lands  and  direlling-houees,  a  bill  lo  provide  for 

the  valuation  of^  and  for  enumerating  the 

slaves  in  the  United  Ststea,  reported  -  1 

debated    .        .         -         -         1393,  I89B,  1 


P^e. 

Lspsley,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  iba  relief  of  ibe  legal 

repreaentativtn  of,  received  and  committed     1558 
Lans  of  the  United  (!taleii,  report  on  auch  as  are 

about  to  expire      .....    69S 

moluiion  proposing  to  publish  them  in  one 

piper  ia  each  State  -         -         ■         -2181 

disagreed  to       -         -         -  •'         -  3188 

Letters  of  maniuB,  dec.     (See  Armtd  veiuh.) 
Lewis,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  leporud   -  1561 

paswd      .......  1778 

disagreed  lo  by  tbe  Senate  .  -  2IStl 

Licenaes.      (See  StUU  and  Winn  and  SpirtU.) 
Light-bouses,  dec.  ;  report  on  the  subject  of  erect- 
ing a  tigbt4iou»e  on  Eaton's    Neck,    and 
erecting  piers  in  the  harbor  of  Newport      -     966 

a  bill  for  erecting  a  light-house  and  placing 
buojs  in  eerlain  places  iberein  mentioned, 
ordeied  lo  the  third  reading    -        -        -  I0B3 

passed 1097 

amendments  sgreed  to        -         ,         -        -  1249 

resolution  respecting  the  eipcdien<7  of  « reel- 
ing a  ligbl-houae  at  Old  Point  Combrt,  Vir- 
ginia      1340 

petition  of  sondry  merchants  ofNorfolk,  pray- 
ing the  erection  of  the  ligbl  house,  and  ■ 
copy  of  an  act  of  Virginia  ceding  land  for 
the  purpose,  received  and  comiiilted  .        •  1345 

bill  for  erecting  a  light-house  and  placing  buoys 
at  places  therein  mentioaed,  reported        -  1 876 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -  -  1437 


report  on  the  petition  of  the  Portlarvd  Mstine 
Society  praying  for  the  erection  of  buoys  in 
Portland  harbor,  committed    -        -        -  1363 

a  bill  for  erecting  a  lighthouse  and  placing 
buoys  at  place*  therein  mentioned,  reported  1376 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -        -        -  1427 

passed 1440 

report  on  the  petition  of  tbe  Portland  Marine 
Society,  praying  for  the  erection  of  buoys  in 
Portland  haibor,  committed     -  -  ISfil 

s  bill  for  erecting  a  light-house  and  placing 
buoys  at  places  therein  mentioned,  reported  31)61 

a  bill  reepecling  light-houses  and  bescons,  re- 
ported   3067 

passed 2088 

Livermore,  Eldward  Kt.  Lue,  report  on  Ihe  petition 


of. 


7M 


negatived  .        .         -        . 

vingaton,  Mr.,  of  New  Yorii,  on  Ihe  rules  of  the 

House 641 

on  appointing  a  cooimiltee  Vo  report  a  bill  to 

establieh  an  uniform  bankniptsystem  .  644 
on  the  answer  to  the  Presidents  Speech  -  646 
op  tbe  Quaker  memorial  ....  66S 
on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  the  daughtera 

of  Coont  De  Grasie  ....  794 
on  naval  appropriationa  ....  SH 
on  naval  expenditures  .  .      833,  884 

on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill  ...  S80 
on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold  and  Lyon  -  10O3 
on  relations  with  France  -  1360,  3359,  1364 
on  tbe  bill  for  relielof  sick  and  disabled  aeameo  188S 
on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  baibon 

of  the  United  3tate<  -  .  .  .  1397 
on  tbe  bill  to  raise  an  additional  corpa  of  ac- 

tiUery U» 
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Ixzii 


IdTingiton,  Mt.,  ofN.  York— continned.  Pags 

on  the  bill  far  the  parchiM  of  cannon  &c.,  -  14S3 
on  tba  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  Statra IS19 

on  (he  bill  to  eatsbliih  Ihe  Nav;  Department  1Si2 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  eOBinin  -  SOOfi,  303O 
OB  the  bill  lo  authorize  a  loin      ...  3046 

on  direct  laies 3063 

on  Ihe  resolution  requesting  the  Preaident  to 
direct  oar  remaining  Miniiter  at  Peril  to 
proceed  with  the  nc^atiationa  -  3083,  3085,  3086 
on  the  paniabment  ofcrimM        S104,  SI3G,  3162 
on  the  increaao  of  the  »nnj          ... 
Loan,  a  resolution  for  miking  protision  to  enable 
(he  Preaident  to  borrow  certain  mmi  i 
nej  for  the  public  Mrvice  for  the  jear 
teen  hondred  and  ninety- eight 
•greed  to  and  a  UU  for  th«l  patpose  o 
tall  reported      -         -        .        -        . 
debated 


Landa,  committee  appointed  lo  inquire  what  aller- 

a(iana  are  neoeea)!?  ia  tin  tct  tot  the  mi» 

of  landa  northwert  of  (he  Ohio 

a  bill  from  (he  Senate  to  amend  add  act,  eca>- 

milled 


3914 
S919 
2937 


-  iee9 

1  193B 

-  1973 

-  8037 

-  3048 

amended  b?  tbe  Senile  ....  S17X 
a  conference  appcnntedon  the  ameDdment*  -  3173 
amendmenti  considered      ...        -  S1T4 

die  8enate  recede 3177 

a  bill  (o  BU(horize  (be  President  to  ob(ain  a  loan 

inan(icipa(ionardit»ctUl,  repotted  3176,3177 

paaaed 3177,8181 

Loan  OfEce  and  final  aettlemetit  certificatea,  Sut., 
motion  for  snspending,  for  a  limited  time, 
so  much  of  the  act  for  support  of  public 
credit,  and  for  reducing  the  public  debt,  aa 
ban  from  setllemeat,  aAei  a  limitel  time, 
loan  office  and  Goal  sedlement  certificates  and 
indents  of  interest  -  ....  707 
■  billon  (he aubjecl  reported  ...  15:3 
ordered  (o  the  third  reading,  ind  natare  of 

(he  bill  explained 1773 

pa«»d 1774 

•mendmenUof  the  Senate  (greed  to    -        -  1671 
Loan  <riliee(,  a  Ull  making  appropriations  for  the 

eipensesof  the  sever*!,  reported      -        -  3171 
eoosidered        -        -        -        .        .        -SI7G 
toaans  recovered  nnder  tbe  treaty  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, resolution  requesting  the  President  (o 
direct  the  proper  officer  to  report  a  Mate- 
meo(  of;  laid  on  the  table        •        -        ■    946 
taken  up  and  agi«ed  lo       -        -        ■        -    967 

the  report  received 1044 

1/Joa,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  on  (be  anawei  to  the  Pre- 
sident's Speech      -        -         .  836,  B37 
on  a  motion  lo  excuse  him  from  attending  the 

ceremony  of  presenting  the  answer   -         -     860 
on  tbe  Quaker  memorisl     ....    6S8 

a  resolution  for  expelling  him  from  the  Honse 
for  an  assault  upon  Mr.  Griswold,  present- 
ed and  eonum(ted .        .         -        -        -    &S6 
his  defence        ......    971 

his  narrative     .-..-.  loiS 

(Bee  Breath  of  Primlege.) 
on  the  rules  of  (he  House  -    •    -         -1191,1393 
on  the  tnll  for  the  purchase  of  eannon,  Ac.      1432 
aa  presents  to  Ministers      ....  iQsg 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provinonti  srmy       -  1662 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemies    -  1766,1793 
on  the  hill  for  the  protection  of  commerce     -  1614 
on  direct  taxes  ......  1B35 

on  reUtiona  wi(h  Fiance    ...        -8130 


2830 
3881 
2974 


bill  postponed  lo  the  next  aeasion 

a  lull  appupriating  lands  for  military  aernoea, 

reported        ..---. 
ordered  to  tbe  third  leadii^  and  psned 
a  bill  authoriung  the  sale  irf  cettun  lands  ba- 

iween  the  Great  and  Little  Miami  rivers, 

ordered  (o  tbe  third  reading         .        .        ■ 

Lands  and  dwelling.housea,  a  bill  to  amend  the 
act  lo  provide  for  the  vsluallon  at,  sod  far 
ennmerating  the  slaves  in  tbe  United  States 
reported        ...... 

debated 38IS, 

ordered  (o  (he  (bird  reading        ... 

P""! 

amendihenls  concurred  in  - 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  s  resolntjon  taepecting 
the  more  general  promulgation  <^  agreed 
lo,  and  a  bill  ordered      .        .        .         - 

IxU  in  addition  to  Ihe  ad  for  the  more  general 
promulgation  at,  reported        ... 
Lewis,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  !■  lief  o^  received 

ordered  lo  the  third  leiding        ... 


Light-bouses,  &e.,  a  bill  to  authorin  tbeenclkm 

of  a  beacon  on  Boon  Island,  reported         -  8956 
ordered  to  tbe  (bird  reading        ...  S97i 

psMed 3986 

Livingston,  Mr.,  of  New  Yoik,  on  usurpatiotl  of 

Executive  authority        ....  3688 
on  the  bill  further  to  suspend  commercial  in. 

lercourse  with  Franco      -  .  2724. 8768,  2771 

on  (he  alien  and  Bedi(ion  laws     8799,  2801,  8S8T, 

3893,  8899 

on  the  bill  ves(ing  (hs  power  of  retaliation  in 

the  President,  in  certain  caan        -  8907, 191^ 

3914,3046 

on  the  I'ill  to  authoriu  [he  capture  of  Frend) 

armed  vessels         ....  3941,  S9Gt 
on  the  increise  of  tbe  anny  3031,  3033,  3036    . 

Lyon,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  a  resalutim  for  expelling 

him  from  the  House  ■    -         .         -        -  S9H 

debated 3969 

rejected,  two^hirds  not  ooncuriiog       -        -  397S 
hu  remsrks  on  the  resolution      ...  2965 

M. 


Macon,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  election  of 

Clerk 61,  52 

on  appointing  a  committee  on  unfinished  bnsi- 


on  appointing  sn  agent  in 


on  Ihe  requisition  for  nu]itia        ... 
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a  bill  to  organize  the  corpa  reported      -         -  1838 

agreed  to  and  ordered  (o  (be  third  reading     -  1865 

amendments  of  lbs  Senate  aoncurred  in       -  913S 

Maryland,  a  bill  lo  continue  tbe  act  giving  aaacnt 

of  Congreai  tothe  act  of  this  State  reapect- 

ing  the  appointment  of  a  healUi  officer     -  1116 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .        -         -  1341 

paaied 1344 
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-  1346 
_. -  1348 

Membera,  list  of,  present  at  tbe  opening  of  the 

seoion 636,  838 

further  attendanoe  of  637,   638,   637,   640,  844, 
656,  671,  693,  715,  735,  775,  788,  830,  890. 
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Hcawge,  Ihe  Prenideni'i,  tniiumitiing  a  leller 
from  the  Judgn  on  the  subject  of  tha  law 
^leiiog  the  lime  for  holding  ciicuit  coucii 
in  Dtlaware 

tisngmitting  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  in  relation  to  the  action  of  the  States 
on  tbe  amendment  lo  ttie  ConMitutioK  re- 
specting the  auabitilj  of  Stales 

tcaRctoitting  an  act  of  liio  Stale  of  Kentucky 
TSti^ing  the  said  smenilnient ' 

TMommcnding  an  approprialiDn  to  delny  tha 
eipenses  of  a  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  III' 

tnDBmitting  a  representation  trom  Ihe  Judge 
of  the  FeriDiylvania  iliatricl,  and  a  report 
fiomihe  Attorney  General  in  relalion  to  the 
acl  lor  the  relief  of  peraona  imprisoned  for 
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a  bill  to  rei  nJ  ir 

to  catabliah  u 

ported 17)1 

debated    -        -  -        -       .      ,  ]7n 

recommitted  -        -        -       -      -  171} 

a  hilt  to  provide  arma  for  the  militia,  itpuud  18)7 

debated 1« 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -       -       -  1M3 


809    MilMge,  Mr.,  of  Ueoi^ia,  on  the  bill  fortn  uni 

cable  settlement  of  Itmiia  »iih  Georgia  -  1!I 
;  1ST9,  ISei,  1183,1!' 

643  on  the  bill  kupplementsry  to  the  tall  to  tii« 


debt 


trenamitting  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
^tate  respecting  the  stale  of  ifhirs  ia  the 
Terrilofj  on  the  Missisaippi    -  -    ' 

iranimlitiiig  two  acts  of  the  Biitiah  Psrlia- 
Hament         --..._ 

on  the  subject  of  outrages  commitlad  by  a 
French  privateer  in  tbe  harbor  uf  Charles- 


trananutting  an  account  of  expendila 

tbe  Eiecnlive  contingent  fiind 
ID  talatioD  to  the  city  of  Washington 


a  reaolulion  catling  on  Ihe  Diiecloi  forsiule- 

ment  of  bullioa  depOMted  since  hie  lutre- 

port,  and  on  account  of  the  gold  ami  sl- 

ver  coin  issued  in  the  saute  period   ' 

Ihe  report  received    -         ■         -        '      • 

motion  to  refer  il  to  the  Comniltec  of  Wq> 


Morgan,  General,  of  Virginia, 

ing  Ihe  election  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 

1039  '  mittee  of  Glectione  .         .        -       - 

1063  I  report  of  Ihe  committee      -        .        -       - 

..,.,,         L      .        .  the  report  agreed  to   -         -         .        .       - 

En™,..lP.™im,  1»«,15M,  H70,    ra!  ^oA^M^lI.yi.         -         -        -  W. 

m  Iht  .ubjM  .f  fd.1.™.  .ilh  F™,n,  117«  j  MiDow.11,  M,.,  of  Nii.b  Umli™,  w  *.  SI 

transmitting  a   letter    ffom    Mr.    Uerry   and  i  for  the  ni 

other  docuroonta,  on  tbe  lubjacl  of  our  n-  ,      ,  .", 

lations  with  France         -         .         -         .  3039  I  | 

enclosing  a  leltar  from  tiie  CoTemor  of  Penn-  '■ 

syhania  on   Ihe  subject  of  an  arrivHl   of  | 

French  emigrants  from  Port  su-Pritice      -  2067  , 

Messengera  in  Depirtments,  report  on  the  subject 

of  increaae  of  their  salaries,  conmitted     -    OSS  ! 
Military  Establishment,  report  on  appropriations 

for  ihs,  cansidmd          ....   1313  ] 
a  bill   makjlig   appropiJBlions  for  Ihe  years 
asTenleen   bandi«d  and  ninety  eight,  re- 
ported    1367  ' 

debated IMS,  lfi54  1 

ordered  lo  ihe  third  reading  -  .  -    1G66  | 

a  mistake  corrected  and  the  bill  passed  -   15S9  1 

amendments  of  the  Senate  considered  -    1874 

agreed  lo  .--...    1976  | 

■  resolution  for  increasing  the,  laid   on  Ihe 

table 1611,  3088 

debated 3089 

coramilled  ......  3093 

a  bill  making  an  slleration  in  Ihe  act  filing 
tbe,  In  relation  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Brigade  Major  luid  Inspector,  receiTcd      -   1771 

pa»ad 1T73 

(Sea,  also,  Army.) 


lUI 
I  the  bin  for  proleciiou  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  SUIBS 1.W 

I  the  hill  for  raising  a  proviaional  army        lU^^ 
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I  the  bill  lo  establish  the  Navy  Deparlmeol  \X 
1  ttie  naturalization  law     -  1673,1576,1"' 

1  preaenls  to  Ministera    -         -        .       -  IK 


Militra,  a  committee  nppobted  lo  inquire  what  . 

amendments  are  necessary  in  the  act  pro-  I 

viding  for  an  uniform  militia  eystem  '  649  ; 
■  bill  for  utganiung,  arming,  and  disciplining 

the  militia,  reported  ....  795  | 
dcteted  ...  -  1384,  1624,  1669  I 
recommith'd 1660 
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on  Ihe  bill  lo  regulate  the  landing  of  Ficnck 
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OD  the  bill  for  Ihe  puniahment  of  crimes  -  -"•  1 
on  the   bill  for  tncouragin^  the  eapture  o( 

French  armed  veaeela     .         -        .       ■  !ln 


Macon,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  tb«  alien  aad 

sediUon  laws  .         .  3433,  14J7, 1^  I 

on  the  resolution  for  distributiag  copita  of  tbe 

Constitation  -         .  -         .        -  tW 
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ported 2978 

ordered  to  Ihe  thini  leading  -        .        .8017 

pawed 8016 

Malhers,   JanMs,  a  bill  making  compennation  to, 

committed SB36 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         •        .        -  39S6 

paned 2967 

MembOB,  a  list  of,  present  at  Ihe  opening  of  (he 
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further  attendance  of-        2419,  2420,  S484,  243S, 
2428,  2437,  St41,  3487,    3488,  2631,   3M6, 
3564,  3599,  3646,  3795,  3815,  3934 
Mcaaage,    the    Preaidenl's,    enclosing  despalchee 

from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris  -        -  2725 
enclosing  a  report  from  Ihe  Secretary  ofSlsle 

on  the  subject  of  said  deapalchea      .        -  3736 
debate  on  a  resolution  for  printing  an  eitrs 

nomber  of  the  above  documents        -         -  3729 
the  resolution  agreed  to       -  -  -  -  2740 

masage   encloiing  a  copy  of  ■□  edict  of  the 

French  Directory     .         -  -  -  2706 

another,  communicating  certain  infarmalion  in 
relation  to  Ihe  said  edict  -         -  -  2917 

MihtBiy  Establishment,  report  liom  Ihe  Secretary 
of  War  on  the  subject  of  the,  received  and 
committed     .        -         .  '     ■         -        -.  3547 
a  bill  far  the  support  of  the,  reported   ■         -  2798 
ordered  to  third  reading      ....  30fi9 

pained 2978 

Military  serviceB,  a  bill  to  amend  ihe  act  making 

grants  of  land  for,  reported  -         -  2965 

psssed  3031 

Militia,  resolution  far  appainling  B  committee  to 
report  what  amandmenta  ire  neceasary  in 
the  act  10  CBtablish  an  unifonn  miUlia  sys- 
tem       2488 

B  resolution  aathorbdng  a  detachment  from 

the  militia,  laid  on  the  table     -         .        -  2956 
token  up  and  debated  ....  3076 

agreed  to,  and  a  bill  punniint  thereto  reported  3985 
oidered  lo  third  reading  and  passed       -  -  3031 

debate  an  the  Senate  amendments         '         .  3053 
disagreed  to  and  futtbei  consideration  of  the 
bill  postponed  to  the  next  session      -         -  3064 
McDowell,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  usur- 
poUon  of  Eieculive  aDthorily         .         -3706 
OD  an  additional  rule  ....  3737 

on  Ihe  bill  to  suspend  commercial  intercourse 

with  France 3777 

on  slaiiip  duties         .....  3606 
on  the  alien  and  sedition  laws      -  3887,  3887 

oa  the  bill  to  authorize  Ihe  capture  of  French 
amted  Teasels  ...  3937,  303S 
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McDowell,  Mr.,  of  -V.  Carolina— continued. 

on  Ihe  tnll  authorizing  a  detachment  from  (he 

militia 8976,  3977 

on  the  increase  of  the  army  3033,  3U30,  3037,  3030 

N. 


National  defence,  resolution  making  proviaion  for    339 

Naturalization,  resolution  for  gppoin ting  a  commit- 
tee to  report  a  bill  to  unond  the  act  estab- 
lishing an  uniform  rule  of,  laid  on  the  table    431 
Naval  armament,  a  bill   for  the  protection  of  the 

trade  of  the  Untied  Slates,  received  -        -     334 

debated 869 

ordered  to  be  engrossed 


885 
886 


390 
801 

committee  of  conference  appoinled      -        -    398 
the  Senate  recede  from  Ibe  disagreement  to  all 

the  amendments  except  Iho  first,  which  for- 
bids Ihe  use  of  the  frigates  as  convoys        -    407 

Ihe  House  recede  from  said  amenJment        -    409 
Naval  Estsblidmient,  a  resolution  for  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  completing  and  manning 
the  frigates  United  Slates,  Constellation, 
and  Constitution 339 

resolution  forpurchasiiiga  further  naval  force     289 

resolution  for  empowering  the  Preaident  to 
employ  Ihe  iibfbI  force  of  Ihe  IT.  Slates  as 
convoys  to  protect  Ihe  trade  theraof  .        -    ISO 

resolution  authoriimg  the  President  lo  provide 
further  naval  force       - 


386 


Navy  yaid,  resolution  suthoriung  the  President 

to  select  a  proper  site  for  a  1  avy  yard  -        -  S3S 
New^iaperB,  order  for  supplying  them  10  members      63 
Nicholas,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  ■ppoioting  a  com- 

miHeeon  unfinished  busineaa  -         -  61,  63 

on  tiie  Answer  lt>  the  President's  Speech  69,  70,  71, 

94,  194,  190,  311,  au,  210,  318,  S3t 

on  defensive  measura       341,  243,  243,  344,  371, 

385,  287,  2Se,  390,  896 

on  appointing  sn  sgent  for  British  claims     •    301 

on  appoindng   a   Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  ......     agg 

oa  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors 

oflhe  United  Stales        -  -        -     313 

on  Ihe  tnll  for  raising  sn  additional  corps  of 

srtillery 836 

on  Che  bill  to  prevent  Americao  dtiiena  Gram 

entering  the  service  of  foreign  Powers     348,  864 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 

the  United  States  361,  362,  368,  373,  378,  384 

on  stamp  duties       3S8,  39D,  393,  386,  412,  414, 

417,  418,  430 

on  additional  approprialiocis         -        -     436,  489 

on  the  duty  on  salt 44S 

on  the  impeachment  of  Wm-  Bloont  450,  456,  461 
North  Carolina,  resolution  for  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  report  a  bill  to  cootinue  pmrrssm 
in  the  Circuit   :oun  of  this  State,  agreed  lo    410 
alNll  putanani  thereto  passed      -        -        .    ui 
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Natortliulioii,  i««alutian  directing  the  committee 
on  dernice  to  report  u  to  the  eipediency  of 
■mending  di  laapending  the  >ct  to  art>bliih 
■n  aniform  rale  of,  lud  on  the  table  -  I4tT 

unended  and  igreed  to        ■  ■  •         -  14&3 

report  of  the  committee      ....  )fi6S 
debate  Ihereou  -        -  1G6T,  I5T0,  1630 

■  IhII  rapplementaiy  to,  and  in  unendmeut 
of,  the  act  to  eatabllth  an  nniform  rale  of 
oataraliialion,  leported  ■        -         .        .  1707 
coniideied       ......  177s 

pwaed -  I7ga 

amendmeiii*  concuned  in  -  .       -  1SS6 

Hand  Aimamenl,  a  bill  making  an  additiooal  ap> 
ptopristion  to  provide  and  inpport  a  natal 
■rmametiE,  reported         ....  13SS 

debated 1167 

pawed 1870 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  an  additJOQ. 
al  nanl  armament,  nceiTed  and  committed  1384 

debated 1440 

paMed 1M3 

a  bill  nipplemenlai;  to  the  UII  to  pronde  a 
nayal  armament  for  the  protecticoi  of  the 
trade  of  the  United  Statet,  reported  -        -  SOSt 

debated 3083 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  and  pasied        -  3034 
debate  on  the  Senate  amendments  -  1181 

Naval  Ealsbliahment,  lesoiation  miking  an  appro- 
priation for  completing  the  frigalea  United 
Statea,  Cotwtellation,  and  Conathution     -    SIB 
debate  tbereoa  --.--.    gSl 
reeolution  for  appointing  a  committee  (o  ia- 
quira  into  the  ezpenditore  of  the  moneja 
heretofore  appropriated  Ibr  a  naval  arma. 
meni    -'....-     gso 

cooaidered         ......     ggi 

•greed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed   .        -     8^6 
r^ort  of  the  committee       ....  |qs3 

Navy  Department,  a  bill  Ibr  eilabludung  this  De- 
partment, rateiTed  ....  1436 

oommitted         --....  ggss 

(»dered  to  the  Mrd  reading  ...  1^53 

paaaed 1564 

Neabal  Rights,  a  resolntion  calling  on  the  Presi- 
dent for  information  reapecting  the  condnct 
of  the  British  GovemoMnt  towarda  the  nea- 
Iral  Tights  of  commerce  since  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty,  laid  on  the  UUe  -        .1874 

Donlived 1877 

New  York,  a  petition  from  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, praying  that  the  fbrtificatioas  in  the 
harbor  o^  mar  be  completed,  preamted  and 

referred 1818 

report  thereon  ......  1373 

Nempapera,  order  for  enj^lying  them  to  members    626 
a  report  on  the  inlgect  of  exchange  newspa- 
pers       1318 

committed  .  .        -1819 

Niduriaa,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  reference  of  the 

Prendent's  Speech  •         -        .        .    6&3 

00  the  Quaker  memorial    -        -         .        -    666 


NidtalBi,  Mr.,  of  Virginia— conimned.  P^e. 

on  evidenee  in  contested  elections      -       •    tu 
on  tlie  motion  for  leave  to  the  commiUM  m 
the  protection  of  commerce  lo  lejton  by 

bill ti3, 697 

on  foreign  coins  719,  780,  7S7,  740,  7SI,  BOS,  MT 
on  the  Ull  lo  suthoriie  the  Prniderit  to  poat- 
pone  the  meeting  of  Cmgresi  in  certain 


in  the  bill  for  the  pi 


m  of  commote  TEB,  iVK 


of  tbe  late  Count  De  Grans 
on  land  titles  in  Tennessee  -        -       -   8lt 

on  naval  appropriationa       -        -        -       -   SiE 
on  the  foreign  inteKonrae  bill    849,  Sit,  S66, 110 
(Ki  the  case  of  Messrs.  Grinvold  and  Ljon   - .  ttl 
1D3T,  lOU 
■  1081 


OD  the  impeachment  of  William  BlooDl 
on  relations  witii  France  1363,  1333,  I3SS,  1301, 
1368,  1369.3117,1111 
on  the  IhII  for  an  smicabla  ssUlemenI  of  limits 

with  Georgia  1178, 1880, 1381, 12B3,  tSDI,  1319 
on  the  rules  of  the  House  -  -  -  -  IMS 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  addittoual  corpi  of 

artillery  -       1403,  1417,  1418,  1419,  14U 

on  the  bUI  for  the  purcbaae  of  cannoi,  Ac  -  1U3 
on  ths  UU  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  uf 

the  United  States       1440,   144S,   I4S8,  Mil, 

1460,  im 

on  the  bill  f<}r  rusing  a  priivinonal  aimy  16U,1MII 
on  the  IhU  for  the  panirtimenl  of  ceiiiiD  1 

crimes  ....  3103,  3113,31!) 
OD  the  sbrogstion  of  treaties  -  >  -  3111 
on  an  additions!  naval  armament  -  3191 

North  Csrolins,  a  bill  giving  assent  of  Congress  10 

1*0  acts  of  thitStale,  reported  -  IM 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -  -  I37f 

p»ed       -  .        .        -  1S« 

North  and  Teeey,  Meaara.,  report  on  the  petitioD  of  6U 

a  committee  appointed  lo  bring  in  1  bill  lor 

thmr  relief 6M    I 

the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading      -       '   '^ 

amcsded  by  the  Seosle      .        .       .       -    T31 
amendments  conenrred  in   .        .       -       •    M 
Northwestern  Territory,  a  reaolntion  proposing  at- 
tain advantages  to  settlers  in  the,  rrpnud   lOU 
a  letter  from  the  Sarveyor  General  on  tbe  «l>-  I 

ject  of  aurrefH  in  said  Territory,  refmd    ISTS 

reported  on I"* 

abillforthessleofUndsin  the,  recdred    -  in>    ' 
(!3ee  Landt.) 
Nourse,  Joseph,  a  bill  fbr  bis  rehef,  recdved  1393,  IM^ 
passed IT" 

Naval  EKaUishineot,  «  report  on  the  sobjeei  of  Ibe  lC8t 
eoDunilled         ......  KSt 

considered         ......  I7W 

referred *WS 

Navy,  a  bill  for  the  government  of  tbe,  reported  - )'" 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  3"' 

pai«d       -  -         .  .  .         .        -!BB 

a  bill  for  augmenting  the  navy  and  filing  the 
pay  of  captains  of  ships  or  1 

debated    .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
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Izzxi 


Ixzzii 


Hotttf  Proeeedingt  and  Ddxtttt. 


farther  debated  - 


B  bill  making  appfopTiatiani 

(rf'tbe  niTj,  reported 
ndarcd  to  Ihc  third  reading 


for  the  nipport 


Page. 

-  S8fi7 
•  3889 
t 

-  3811 


-  3031 

-  3032 
>  bill  fitins  the  pay  <^  captain*  and  camnuDd- 

era  of  abipa  of  war,  repotted    -         -        -  3883 
ordered  to  ihe  third  reading,  and  the  motive  of 

the  biU  eipbined 3918 

paved 9919 

B  memgr^  elating  ttie  nnmber  of  veeael*  in 
comnuaeion,  with  their  tonnage  and  num- 

beiofmen 304ti 

Newipapere,  order  for  aoppljing  them  to  membeia  2419 
Nicholaa,  Mr.,  ofViiginia,  on  the  alien  and  aedi- 

lion  law*  2439,  2481,  2463,  3799,  3884,  2885, 
3003 
on  the  refolntion  for  diatribnting  co[»ea  d  the 

Conatitation 3462 

on  the  bankmpt  bill   -        -         -         3466,  3580 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  Bloant  34T . 

on  nniTpation  ofEiecntiTe  aathmitj  34t3,  S49G, 

Seie,  3684,  3691,  3G93,  3600, 

on  the  bill  Airther  to  enspend  commercial  in 

lereonrae  with  France  2732,  3741,  3759, 


on  an  additional  rale  -        ,        .        9737, 

■Ml  the  angmentatiau  cf  the  Navy 

on  the  bill  veMii'g  the  power  of  retdiation  in 

the  Prendenl  En  certain  eaaea  -  2M7,  3908 
on  theinereaBeofaalarieaofExeculiveoSteen  3934 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  Ibe  capture  of  French 

armed  venel*  ....  393s  S944 
on  the  TeaolutioD  for  expelling  Mr.  L;oa  Imn 

the  Honae  -..-..  396 1 
on  the  lull  to  authoriie  ■  detachment  from  Ibe 


Page. 
Offioen  and  aoldien,  a  bill  for  the  rdief  of  the  lexal 
lepreeentatiTea  of  auch,  a*  aened  duting 
the  war  and  died  between  the  months  of 
March  and  Korembei  1783  reported         .    776 

debated -    810 

bill  loat    ---...        .    830 
a  report  on  tho  subject  of  relief  of  non-com- 

miadoned  officers  and  ioliliera  .         .  ISTS 

a  reaolution  on  the  aubjeet  negatived    -        .  1374 
Old  Poipt  Comfort,  Virginia,  a  copj  of  the  act  of 
the  Legielalare  of  Virginia  ceding  to  the 
United  Statea  two  acre*  of  land  for  a  ligh^ 
houae  at,  received  -        -         .        .        .  1345 
(See  LJght-houstM  ire.) 
(Jlia  Mr.,  of  MoBHichuaPtl*,  on  the  answer  to  the 

Preaident'a  lipeech  •        ...     847 

on  ^  motion  to  excnte  Mr.  Lyon  iTom  at- 
tending the   ceremony  of  preaenting  the 

oniwcr 860 

on  granting  leare  to  the  committee  ea   the 

protection  of  commerce  to  report  by  bill  -  897 
on  foreign  coin*  -  .  -  738,  806,  806 
on  the  bill  for  the  piolectkm  of  commoca  TAB,  773 
1819,  1833 
on  land  titlea  m  TenneNse  -  .  -  816 
on  tbecaaeofMeava.  Qriawoli)aDdLyoD987,  1040 
IMI 


bill 


1146 


Nonhneatera  Territory,  •  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
catabtiahing  a  aupreme  court  for  the,  cum- 
milled -  8SI9 

poatponed  to  the  neii  leaaion      ...  304S 
(8ee,  also,  Ltmdi.) 


Oluolanii*.     (Sea  Lontfa.) 
Otis,  Mt.  of  MtMichueetts,  on 

Preeident'a  Speech  103,  197,  198,  214,  334,  232 
on  defeneire  measnree  241,  26B,  382,  300 

on  the  IhII  for  defence  of  the  porta  and  baibon 

of  the  United  Statea       -      308,  309,  31T,  919 
on  axpatrialion  .....    350 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  Blatea 366 

on  Mamp  duties  309,401,407,  410,  416,  420,429 


Ofttha,  a  reaolution  for  appointing  a  committee  to 
report  on  the  propriety  of  employing  cer- 
tain officer*  of  the  Senate  and  House  to  ad- 
miniater  oaths  &a 

a  bill  for  that  purpose  reported 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  1976  1 


•  io«e 

-  1371  I 


■mendmenls  coneurrad  in  . 


on  rtlations  with  Frwu»  1266,  1360,  1381,  1890 
1370 
on  the  rules  of  the  House  .        -  1387,1391 

on  the  bill  for  an  amic^le  settlement  of  lim^ 

with  Georgia         -        -        -  1803,  1308 

on  the  biH  for  ihe  defence  of  the  ports  and  hai^ 

bois  of  the  United  StatBa        -        -        -  189S 
on  Ihe  bill  for  taiaiag  an  additional  corps  of 

"rti'lery 1434 

on  the  bill  for  the  pnrchaae  of  cannon,  du.   .  I4)S 
aa  the  bill  for  the  protectiim  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  Statea  -        .  I46D,   1488 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  prorisionBl  aimy  1626,1641, 
173S 
on  the  bill  sapplementary  to  the  above  -  1949 

on  the  Mil  U>  establiah  the  Navy  DefMrtnient  1547 
on  the  natoraliaation  law  1668,  1S69,  1670,  1671, 
1676,  1381 
on  jHeaents  lo  Ministets  ....  ies6 
on  additional  revenue  -         .  1608,    1638 

<m  the  memorial  of  Obtain  Magnien'a  grm. 

adier  company        -         .         .        .        .  1714 

on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enetnisa  1790,   198^ 

1999,  3016 

on  direct  taxes  -        -      1848,  1894,  2063,  30B7 

on  the  bill  to  suspend  commeici«l  interconrse 

with  Fiance igM 

on  the  bill  to  aiithoiiie  the  defence  of  merdiant 

'«»1« 1900 

on  the  bill  lo  piu«i(Ie  arma  for  the  militiB      .  |03S 
on  aeditiouB  practices  -        .         .        ,  iggg 

on  the  resolution  requesting  the  President  to 
instruct  Mr.  Gerry  to  omtinue  the  negotia- 
tion* with  the  French  Direcliny       .         .  3086 
on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  Crimea  3106    3146 
on  Ihe  abrogation  of  treatie*        .        -         -3136 

Oli*,  Mr.,  of  Macuchuselts,  on  the  bankrupt  bill  S468 
•»^  Ibe  impeachment  of  W.  Bkmnl  3473, 3478,1487 
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Otii,  Mr.,  of  Manachn Ml tft— continued.  Page.  1 

on  (uurpalion  of  Executive  authoritj  SS33,  3667, 

8689,  36T«,  3692  | 
on  impremmenl  of  Keunen  -  Sl>46, 

(HI  stamp  dutiea  SG5T,  ZG60,  2662,  S^iGT, 

2571,  aS73,  2574,  88U3,  3806, 

on  an  additianal  mis 

on  the  motiMi  for  printing  the  deapulchei  from 

ihe  AmericBD  Envoys  at  Paris 
on  the  tall  further  to  suspend  commendil , 
coune  nilh  Prance 


on  the  augmentBtion  of  the  Navy 
on  the  bill  to  aulhoriie  the  capture  of 

Hrmed  veseels         ... 
on  the  incrsBse  ofths  Army 
an  the  bill  vEsling  the  power  of  retail 

the  President  in  certain  cases  - 

nDcndmenta  of  the  Senate  V, 


2770, 


Provioonal  Arm;.     (See  Army.) 


Piper,  petitLon  from  manufaclarers  oli  pnjiif  ■ 
higlier  dut;  on  the  imported  atlicle,jin 
sented  and  referred  ... 

Parker,    Isaac,   of  Maaiachiuelt^  on  Ihe  Qinbi 


authoriang  a  detach  mi 


n  the  mililia  3062. 


Pa^et,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  defen 

389,  390 
on  the  tnll  to  auUiorifs  the  President  to  pro- 
Tide  galleys  for  the  defence  of  the  eoait  340 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 
United  Stales         ■      359,  3SS,  S6T,  378,  40S 
Porta  and  harbon,  a  resolntion  for  making  further 
provision  for  the  defence  of,  presented  and 


230  , 


biUpi 


334 


•     313,  3S9  I 
-     874,  S83  ■ 
on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  ports  and  har-  \ 

boTs 300,  803  I 

on  the  bill  for  raiaing  m  additional  corps  of  i 

artillery 347  | 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  trade  -        -    369  i 
on  stamp  duties  -        -      398,  400,  430  | 

Preaident  of  the  United  States,  his  proclamation  ' 

Ibf  eao*ening  an  eilrt  session  of  Coniresa  49  I 
his  Speech  at  (he  opening  of  the  session  -  64  j 
sundry  documents  referred  to  in  [he  Speech 

of,  received  -  .         -       64  to  07  j 

ansner  of  Uie  House  to  the  Speech  of  .       07  I 

his  reply  thereto 237  I 

President's  Message,      (tjee  Muiagt  )  , 

Ffisoners  under  the   taws  of  the   United    Statee, 
rescdution  for  appropriating  money  lor  Ihe 
ereclioii  of  jails   for  the  confinemenl  of, 
negatived      ......    433  ! 

Privateering,  ■  hill  tor  tbe  pretention  of,  received  34T  | 
recommitted  '.■-..  SBJ 
reported  and  ordered  lo  be  engroaaed 


on  the  bil!  tor  the  proleclion  of  coo mtitt 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill 
Parker,  Josish,  of  Virginia,  00  the  Qukci  ebesu 

rial 

on  the  claim  of  Geo.  Kosciusko 

on  the  resolul'on  for  expelling  Mean.  Gu 

wold  and  Lyon      .... 
on  relallona  with  France     - 
on  the  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  sick  and  dinlile 

on  Ihe  bill  for  the  protection  of  trade  itil 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magniea'i  gm 

adietcompany  -  -  1708,  t7lK 
PeDsiofMT^  report  on  the  subject  of  pladag  » 

tain  peraons  on  the  pensioD  lia^  camniliu 
a  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  WarlD[ilii 

certain  peraona  on  die  pension  hil,  i^mtt 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 

ameiidmenta  of  the  Senate,  commiUed 
concuned  in     -        -         ... 

inquire  ■htf  iltoi 


invalid  p< 
report  of  tbe  committee 

concurred  in     -  -  •         ...  is 

report   on  the    petitioaa   of  sundry,  far  in- 

creiH  of  pension,  laid  On  the  table  ■  ti: 
Peiuiaylvania,  a  memorial  from  sundry  mtabffi 

of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  on  pcbte 


Prizes,  a  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
prevent  the  sale  of,  in  certain  caaes  ■ 
B  Ull  la  prevent  veaaela  taken  from  citizens  of 
the  United  States  by  foreign  Powers  from 
receiving  new  regiaten,  reported 


381  ; 


for.  (See 


Fiixkney,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  scfltn 

to  the  President's  Speech   -        ... 

on  granting  leave  to  the  Committee  on  It' 

Protection  of  Commerce  lo  repon  by  bill    1 

OD  foreign  coins         -        -         ... 
on  the  claim  of  Genenl  Koeeiuako 
on  the  IhII  for  the  protection  of  camrarnx  - 
on  the  bill  lortherelief  of  the  legal  leiirwal- 

ativea  of  deceaaed  officers 
on  naval  appropriations       -  -        -       -. 

on  the  foreign  inlorcourse  bill 
on  the  case  of  Meaara.  Griswold  and  Ljoo    ' 
on  relations  with  France    -  1S6S,1^' 

on  Ihe  b  It  for  Ihe  r^f  of  aick  and  dtoblsl 

seamen         -        -        -         -        -      .  1 


[>n  the  bill  for  defence  of  porta  and  bsrixm  - 
un  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  canK°( 

artillery HW, ' 

on  Ihe  bill  for  raising  a  proviaioDtl  anny 
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Ixxxv 


Hoiue  Prwxtding*  and  BebaU*. 


Pollock,  Oliver,  report  on  tb*  petition  of,  eonad- 

ertd 968 

a  Isll  for  hto  relief  r^wrted         -        -        -     663 
negatived         -        -        -        .  1080.  lOM  , 

Ports  end  hRrbora,  debate  oo  a  leaolntion  for  mak-  | 

ing  Bii  appt 'priuion  for  the  f^iGcatioD  of  1381 
reaolution  agreed  to  and  a  bill  orderad  -  1SB3 

a  bill  (opplementary  to  the  act  for  defence  ol, 

repotted 138* 

debated 139* 

pused <*l>3 

Poatmuten,  petition  of  nindry  depaty  poetmail- 
ere  in  relali  .n  to  their  aceountability  for 
valuable  paper*,  dtc,  loM  in  paving 
throngh  their  officea,  preaented  and  coni' 

mittMi 7B6 

report  of  the  committee  laid  cm  the  table      >  1DS8 
Post  Office,  dec.,  rwolation  for  appoindng  a  com- 
mittee to  report  what  >]terattoDi  are  necee- 
■at7  in  die  act  eetabliihing  the  Poet  Office, 


Packer,  Joaiih,  of  Virginia,  on 
tion  Uwa      - 

impreaament  of  ami 


Ifaeal 


a  bill  to  continue  the  fifth  aectirai  of  the  act 
reqiecting  the  Poet  Office,  ice,  reported  -  1376 


appointed  to  report 


■pecting  the  Pott  Office,  Ac  -        -  1662 

disagreed  (o  and  the  aubjecl  recommitted       -  16SS 
a  lull  in  addition  ro  »id  act,  reported  -        -  1776 
poetponed  to  the  nest  leeaion      ...  1636 
s  res  ilntion  diiecting  the  Poetmaiter  General 
(o  report  a  ayitem  for  eompriiing  into  one, 
ail  the  lan>  on  the  labjecl  of  the  poet  offi- 
eea,  &c.,  heretofoce  paiaad      -        .        .  19S6 
'reaenta  to  MiniHara,  a  letter  from  Thai.  Pindt- 
ney  aiking  the  conaent  of  Congresi  to  hie 
acceptance  of  certain  prCKnti  offered  him 
b;  the  Goveinmenta  of  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  committed  .        -        -        -        -  16SS 
a  icKilotion  aathorizing  him  to  accept  the 
prwenta,  received  from  the  Benate  -        -  1667 

committed ISTO 

debated 1988 

negatived 1598 

obaervationi  of  Mr.  Pinckne;  on  the  sub^  1613 
r^lution  declahng   the   motive  which  in- 

daced  the  Honae  to  reject  the  reaolution   .  lT7fi 

.dopted 1"» 

re«il«nt  ol  Ibe  United  Slatea,  hi*  Speech  at  the 

opentog  of  the  aeauon  -  .  •  -  680 
committed  .-----  83* 
debate  od  the  queation  ol  reference  •  -  663 
answer  lo  hie  Speech  -         -         -         -     643 

hi*  r^ly  ----•'-    663 
debate  on  a  roKilulion  cslUng  on  him  to  com- 
municate the  deipatchea  received  from  the 
American  Envoy*  at  Pari*       -         -         -1368 
Mtfolnti'iD   agreed  to  and  a  committee   ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  him  theiewilh    -        -1371 
l)ia  Meseage  in  anawec  to  the  reflation         -  137* 
.esidenfa  Meaaage.     (See  Maiagt.) 
ivileges,  a  Committee  o(,  appoiiited         -        -    9B6 

(See  Breach  of  Privihge.) 
ot:ectton  of  trade,   Ac.     (See   Cotamerte  and 

Thide.) 
o-v-irional  annj.     (See  Ann^-) 
ibIic«ti<Hi  (f  debatea.      (See  Dtbate*. ) 


S464 

3666 

(he  aogmentation  of  the  Navy        -  2633,  SSTt 

on  the  bill  to  aothorize  the  capture  of  flench 

armed  veiada  -        -3931,3988 

Parker,  leau:,  of  Maasat^uaett*,  on  nanrpation  of 

Executive  Bothori^         ....  3377 
on  the  alien  and  aedilion  law*     -        -        -  S800 
Petitiona,  report  reelecting  those  pending  in  the 

laal  aeation 8*4* 

Piockney,  Mr,,  of  South  Carolba,  on  the  impeach- 
ment of  William  Blount    .        .        -        -  8*86 
on  oiurpation  of  Executive  authoti^    3600,  8666, 
369*,  3608 
on  the  bankrupt  bUI  -        -  -  8679,  3681 

on  the  reaolution  for  ^inting  the  deapatchaa 

from  the  American  Envoy*  *t  Paris  -  373S 
on  the  bill  farther  to  auapeud  commercial  in- 

tereonrae  with  France  -  •  -87B*,  270S 
on  itamp  dutiee  .  .  -  -  -  28IS 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 

armed  veasela  .        -         -3S38,  39*9 

on  increase  of  the  Army      -         3023,  3031,  3088 
Post  Office,  dec,  a  committee  appmnted  to  report 
what  alterationa  are  neceaaary  in  the  act  re- 
specting the  Po«t  Office,  dec.  -        -         -  8*88 
a  bill  to  establiah  (he  Port  OfGce,  &c.,  report 

ed  and  committed 3831 

ordered  lo  the  third  reading         -        -        -  3017 

palaed 8018 

a  bill  to  alter  and  diacontinae  certain  route* 
and  (o  establish  others,  lepMteJ       -         -  3973 
Preddent  of  the  United  Sutea,  hia  Speech  at  (he 

opening  of  (he  aeasioo     ....  8*30 

committed 2486 

aabject*  of  the  Speech  referred  to  qiptopriate 

anawer  to  the  Speech         ....  3*3S 
hi*  reply 3448 

a  reaolution  calling  apon  him  for  inforroation 
in  relation  to  a^in  with  France,  laid  on 

the  table 8678 

a  resolution  celling  apon  him  for  information 
in  relation  to  the  decree  of  the  French  Di- 
re^ory,  respecting  citizen*  of  neutral  na- 
(iona  found  on  board  Britiah  ahipa,  laid  on 

the  (able 391* 

taken  up  and  debated         ....  3916 

agreed  to 3916 

hi*  meaaage  in  anawer  to  the  resolution         -  8917 
Frendenl'*  Message.     (See  Maaage. ) 
Piitonera  of  war,  reacdution  icatmcting  the  com- 
mittee on  defence  to  rqioit  wba(  provision 
i*  necenary  to  defray  (he  expenses  of  (he 
BubBis(ence  and  aafe-keeping  of  -  3918 


Qoakers,  a  memorial  from  a  yearly  raeating  o^ 
^ling  the  a((ention  i^  Congresa  to  the 
oppreaaed  condition  of  their  A&icao  breth- 
len,  and  the  prevaleace  of  gcuaral  vice  and 
immorali^    ------ 

debate  on  the  second  reading,  and  relersDce 
of  the  memorial      .        -        -        .        . 
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Ixnrin 


BoUK  Proceeding*  and  Debate*. 


refmed  to  •  wlM 

report  of  the  committee  mwle 

coramilled 


Quaranlini^  ■  bili  TMpectiog  quannline  ind  heaitth 

liwi,  reported        .....  3763 

taken  up 3793 

debated 8794 

Dfdered  to  the  third  reading         -        -        -  ST95 

paved       -  3796 

amendmeata  concurred  in  -        -        •        >  3967 


Ratam  of  amu,  &c,,  resolution  calling  on  the 

Prendent  for  a      - 
Reranue,  lewdution  Toi  isinng  levenue  adequate 
to  the  reimbunement  of  the  ■um  proposed 
to  be  borrowed  for  the  national  defiince 
a  tntl  to  provide  more  efiectually  for  the  col- 
lection of  the  internal  revenue,  reported    - 
committee  diicharged  from  further  conadera- 
tion  of  the  bill       - 
Ralfl^  a  committee  appointed  to  reviee  the  . 

ihoea  of  Ibe  last  Houm  adopted  fbi  the  pie- 


Bulbwford,  Robot,  election  of  General  Morgan 

conleated  by.    (See  36)rgan.) 
Butledge,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  aniwer 

to  the  Preaident'a  Bpeech-  •  -  9S,  323 
on  defenidye  mtaauree  .  .  -  .394 
on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  porta  and  her- 

bora 307,  310, 330 

on  the  bill  for  the  pralMtioa  of  trade   -         -    3T3 
on  atBiDp  dutiei  ....     396,  40S 

on  the  impeachment  of  WiUiam  Bloont    456,  464 


Reed,  Mr.,  of  Haaiachuaetti,  on  the  acta  of  luoita- 


on  the  foreign  intercourae  bill     -        -         -  1 
Rcdiigeea,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  refugees  bom  Can- 
ada and  Nova  Scotia,  oommitled 
committee  diaeharged,  and  a  new  bill  ordered 


id  to  the  third  leadii 
ied  bj  the  Senate 
B  referred  to  a 


recommitted 

the  Senate  inaiat  on  their 

committee  of  conference  appointed - 

report  of  the  committee  -  -  ■  . 
R^iatered  debt.  (See  Dtbtafthe  Umled  Satei.) 
Rqiort  on  sundr?  claima   -        •        .        -        - 

ontheeipedienc;  of  exempting  certain  claima 
from  the  operalion  irf  the  act  of  limitatbtu 

on  foreign  coins        ,        .        .        _        _ 

on  land  titlea  in  Tenneaaee 

of  the  committee  appmnled  to  report  a  bank- 


Repnn  on  the  pelkiona  of  aundiy  holteaof  Ulb  of 

"=^i« IM) 

on  addidooal  revenue         .  -  IH)  , 

on  a  nabiraliiation  law       -        -       -      -  IStC   . 
Reporlen.     (tiee  Bula.) 
Ketranchment.    (See  Expendilvm.) 
Raienue,  motion  lor  appointing  a  eommiUa  loig. 
quira  what  altetationi  are  neccMaij  in  tlu 
act  iBguUting  the  compeoaationorullecUn 
of  dutiei  on  import!  and  tonnaga     -      •  TH 
report  aa  tbe  iubject  of  additional  rtieimc  -  IXI 
recommitted      -        -        -        ■       -      -  IW 
again  reported  -        -         .        .       -      .  lin 

debated \lVt,m 

referred  totheCommittMof  WajiandHena  IE3I1 
reanlutioQ  for  appointing  a 
port  ■  bill  for  the  narB  ti 


ofee 


commiUee  of  conference 


Reviasl  and  uafiniahed  baaing  a  couBiittet  li, 

Rhode  laland,  reaolulian  of  the  Legiriature  of  tte 

State  in  relatiou  to  the   stamp  act  and  thi 

enactment  of  a  law  to  provide  an  aaifxTn 

tj^Uiia  of  weight!  and  measn 

Romulna,  caaa  of  the  laiDoua  hone. 

Roles,  motion  for  a  committee  to  prepare  atandisE 

roles  &>r  tbe  Hoase  -         .        .      '.   » 

negatived  -        -         ■        ...  11 

an  amendment  to  the  roles  in  rdali<Hi  to  Ae 
reconsideration  of  questiona  prcfiosed      •  IS 


an  amendment  in  relation  to  m 
jaamnient,  propoeed 


repioted IW ! 

diogreedto      -        -        -         .        .      .  IS ! 

a  motion  to  amend  the  rale*  by  adding  a  ((o- 
vision  for  the  aceommodatimi  of  lepoM)^ 
laidonthetible 1« 

taken  up  and  lofetted  to  aeleot  a 

report  <rf'the  comnuttee 

a  report  on  all  the  abave  m 

1» 

an  additional  rule  proposed  --      -      -1^ 

Mher  motions  la  amend  Iha  niles  laid  on  Ac 
table ISH 

a  motion  to  rescind  the  rule  against  spaakinf 

mors  than  once  to  the  aame  qoeelioD       -  '^"1 
agreed  to  ......  IW' 

Rntherford,  Robert.     (See  ifyrgim,  GtnanL) 
Rntledge,  Mr.,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  on  the  Aino 

to  the  President's  Spe^         -        .       -  H; 
on  the  Qoaksr  n^moiial    -         •    869,  tft,  I" 
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Sbuae  Prwxedinga  and  Debatet. 


Rudedgc,  Mc,  of  8.  Carolina — ctmtinued.  P*g<' 

on  gnntinK  lesTn  to  tba  commiilai  on  the  pro- 
lection  of  commerra  lo  repoil  bj  bill  BBS 
on  the  bill  for  proteclion  of  atnttnercB  -         -     766 
oo  the  report  on  the  petition  of  the  daughters 

of  UanntJeOnaae  -  -  -  -  793 
OD  fbraign  cniu  .....  805 
OD  land  titles  in  Tamuaeee  ...     811 

on  naval  ■ppropriatiani  ....  836 
on  the  eaae  of  Menn.  Grinrold  and  L:^™  -  9B0, 
1000 
on  T^tioni  with  France  -  ISM,  13»,  I36fi 
on  nilea  of  the  Houas         -        .  1288,  LSM 

ODthebilt  fbraettlementof  limita  withGeor^  1307 
on  the  bill  for  deience  of  porte  and  haibon  -  1400 
on  the  bili  <br  ibe  purchase  ot  cannon,  &e.  -  1431 
on  the  bill  for  miaini^  a  proviaional  army  1684, 
1946 
on  Ibe  naturaliatioii  hw  .  IB73,  1S90,  1691 
an  the  memotial  of  Captain  Hagnien'a  (grena- 
dier company  -  .  1716,  1733 
on  the  bill  to  auapend  comnMrciaJ  interconm 

with  Franca IBSS 

on  letlen  of  maiquf,  &c.  -  -  -  -  ISBl 
on  ttw  bill  to  provide  unii  for  the  militia  -  1389 
on  the  bilt  concerning  alien  enemiea    -         •  3001 


I^NHi     0 


■ubjeci  TSipMtinK  ibe  meMttre* 
the  alien  and  aedition  lawa        '  SOSfi 
Retaliation,   a  hill  from  the   Senate  vaating  the 
power  of  retaliation  jn  the  Preaident  of  the 
Unitsd  Stater,  in  certain  cemn,  recrimd     -  SeS4 
debate  00  conunittingthe  bill      -        -        -  !t907 
committed  -        -         -         -        -  8914 

debated     -         -  ....   8046 

pa»ed 30S3 

'uUtB,  Tenlution  for  amending  Ihemlea,  inrelaliiHi 
to  moCiona  for  adjoomment,  laid  on  the 

table 373S 

taken  np  anddebated         ....  S7t6 

Dsgativeil  ......  8738 

otledge,  Mr.,  of  Booth  Carolina,  on  the  alien 

and  sedition  lawa  .  .  .  -  .  8445 
on  nanrpation  of  Bieculive  authority  8496,  3634 
on  an  additional  rale  -  ...  -  8736 
on,  the  bil(  veating  the  power  of  retaliation  in 

the  President  m  certain  case*   -  8007,3913 

on  the  bilt  to  anthorizs  the  capture  of  French 
armed  veaaala  -  -  3931,  3946 


It.       ^SteDutia.) 

rgceant-Bt-efma  elected     -        -        ...      53 

wall,  Mr.,  of  MiaaaehaaeUa,  on  the  Anawer  lo 

the  Prendeat'a  Speech    -        -      109,  307,  830 
on  deleniiiTe  tneaniiH  -        -    196 

on  the  bill  to  aolhorize  a  detachment  from  the 

militia 33t 

on  the  hill  to  authoriw  the  Preaident  lo  pro- 

TidegallejB  for  the  defence  of  (he  coaal     -     340 
on  expatriation  •         -      349,  350,  365 

on  the  bill  for  protectioD  of  trade  -      363,  384 

on  etaDip  duties        339,  105,  411,  415,  416,418, 
421,  438,  436 
an  aJdiliDnal  appropriationi         •        -         -    438 
on  theimpe«ehmanl(^WilIlaaBlonnt      461,463 


Par- 
8h«fwrd,  Ht.,  of  Maeaachnaelta,  on  the  bill  tor  rais- 
ing an  additional  corps  of  artillery   -      336,  848 

nnthedaty  onialt 44S 

Bh^e  regialras.     (See  Prizu.  ] 

Sitgreevea,  Mi-,  of  PennayWa'  is,  on  appointing  a 

ctMomiltee  on  unfinished  business     ■        -      60 

on  the  Annrer  (o  the  President's  Speech    99,  19<^ 

211,  813,  816,  319 

on  the  bill  f(rde&nceofpi»Uand  harbors  307,  813, 


371 
on  the  act  of  the  last  session  in  ralatioa  to  the 

time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congreaa  377 

on  stamp  duties  •     388,  889,  3M,  898,  480 

on  the  impeaehmeni  of  WUliam  Blonnt   448,  440, 

458.  469,480,461,  4U 

Skinner,  Mr.,  ofManachusetta,  on  the  bill  forthe 

ddeoce  of  ports  and  harbon   -         -      807,310 
on  the  bill  to  snthorize  a  detachment  from  the 

militia 307,  81fl 

on  the  duties  an  wines,  &o.        -        -        -     800 
on  the  impMchmenl  of  William  Bbnutt        -    440 
Smith,  Mr.  W.,  of  South  Candhta,  on  the  election 

of  Clerk        -        .        -  .        .      fil 

oo  the  Answei  to  the  Prendeni'a  Speech     TO,  78, 

96,  lei,    103,  194,   108,   199,  807,  309,  Sll, 

813,  337,  333 

on  defoosive  measures     389,  340,  841.  343,  343, 

344,  857,   379,   888,   3B3,  384,    386,  887  V 


395 


on  tbelnll  to  prevent  the  eipoftatioa  of  sjma, 

on  appointing  an  agent  in  i^lioti  to  British 
clsims 891 

on  reqnisitiollstrf' militia    ...     393,  898 
on  a[^niing  a  Committee  ot  Wars  and 
Meana 397 

on  IhebiUfordafeDce  of  ports  and  harbors  890,  300, 
304,  306,  309,  316,  317,  S30 
on  the  bill  for  raisiog  an  additional  corps  of 

altUlery 836,  341 

on  expatriation 360,  864 

on  the  Inll  for  protection  of  trade      360,  863,  866, 
338,373,  376,393 
on  the  act  of  tbe  Isst  seedoa,  fixing  (he  time 

for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress      .        -    377 
on  inveiting  die  President  with  power  to  lay 

and  regulate  embargoes  ....     386 

on  stamp  duties        389,  393,  394,  897,  401,  413, 

414,416,416,417,430 

on  additional  sppropriatioits        -  -     486 

on  the  duty  on  salt 441 

on  tbe  bill  to  authoiiie  a  loan      -        -      444, 445 
Smith,  Mr.  N.,  of  Connecticut,  on  At  answer  to 

the  Preudenfs  Speech    -  -      805,310 

on  the  bill  tbrdefence  of  ports  and  hsrbois  -  317 
on  eipatriation  ■■--.-  363 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  trade  -  .  378 
on  itamp  duties  ....  404, 419 
on  additional  appropriation*  ...  4S8 
Smith,  Mr.  S.,ef  Maryland,  on  the  anawer  to  the 

President's  Speed)  -         -         ■      318, 331 

on  defonsive  measore*       840,  341,  856,  359,  374, 

376,  380,  S»S 
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Smith,  Mr.  8.,  of  MBrjIand^untimied. 

on  the  Kll  to  ptevenl  Ihe  eiportation  of  «i 


Page. 


S4B,  349 

on  Ihe  hill  for  defence  of  ports  »ni  (urbotB    303, 
303,  304,307,31" 
on  tile  bill  for  rainn;  an  sJditional  corps  of  ar- 

tilleiy  -----      338,  341,  84 
on  the  hill  to  authorize  a  detaehnxml  from  Ibe 

nulitia 337 

on  the  bill  to  ptoiidegaltc^afbrdeieiiaeofthe 

coast 339,340 

on  eipatrialion  .        .        -        .         .     348 

on  tbfi  bill  for  Oie  protectioa  of  trade    -    3GB,  384, 

367,  369 

Speaker  alectod BO 

his  remsrk*  on  taking  the  Chair  -        -        •      SI 
oath  administered  to  him     -  -         -  -       53 

Sjnrila.     (See  Duties.} 
Stamp  dotiea,  a  bill  lajiug  a  stamp  dot;  od  vellum, 

paper,  &.C.,  reported      -        -        -         -     331 

debated 387 

paned 443 

Stanford,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  bill  for 

the  protection  of  trade     -  -         -  -     409 

Stock,  abillfrom  theSenatetoreTiTeandcontiniK 

tbe  act  to  authorize  a  tnnafer  uf,  paned  •    447 
Bnranwick,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  appointing  a 

committee  on  unfinished  businen     -         6S,  63 
on  the  annret  to  the  Preaident'a  Speech  1 10, 300, 


on  defensive  measures        -      340,  S53,  S6B,  273, 
380,  3S9 
«n  the  bill  for  defence  of  ports  and  harbon  311,316 
OD  the  bill  for  railing  an  additional  corpe  of 

artUlerj 844 

00  expatriation  ------     363 

OXthe  bill  lor  the  protectioD  of  trade    -       371,381 
00  etamp  dutiea  387,  3S8,  390,  397, 400,  404, 107, 
418,433,433,430 
siconii  sasiiair. 
lariea,  report  on  the  subject  of  the  saloriea  of 

clerks  in  the  public  offices       ...    QB? 
a  report  on  the  aalariss  of  Ihe  meeaengera  in 
the  Departments    -        -        .        -        -    gsg 
ndi,  Comfurt,  a  report  on  the  petition  of,         -     781 

agreed  to 784 

a  bill  for  hia  relief  reported         -        .        .     78G 
recommitted      .-...-    963 
amen,  a  bill  for  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  aea- 

men,  reported        ■        -        .        -        .  io97 


B  new  hill  reported  ■  -  -  -  -  I 
amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  1 
debated     '-■■-..  \ 

Secretirjaf  the  Treasary,  r^solntinn  directing  him 
to  report  an  account  of  certain  ontatanding 
certificates    ----.. 

resolution  calling  on  him  for  information  re- 
specting the  execution  of  the  third  aection 
of  the  act  regulating  foreign  coins    - 

debated     .-.-... 

hie  report         ----.. 

hia  report  on  a  plan  for  regulating  dutiea  on 
imports  and  tonnage,  received  -        .        - 

a  statement  of  Ihe  amount  of  drawbadi  on 
dutiable  articles,  received         ... 


Seoetaiy  of  War,  a  report  from  him  on  die  oti' 
male  of  approprialiona  nacesiarj  to  Maj 
expenses  of  holding  a  treaty  villi  Uu  Qe- 
nkees  -         -         -         -         -        .       .    Ml 

of  the  Navy,  ■  OHnmittee  sppoialfd  U 
report  a  bill  for  grantiDg  him  llu  &ankin{ 
privilege         .         -         ■  -       ■  mi 

bill  paisaed IW 

Sedition,  a  bill  for  the  prerenlimi  of  dugcRUB 
and  aediiious  pracliMa,  lapnted  and  n- 

plsined ISH 

debated    -         -        -        -        ■       -      -  lUl 
recommitted       -         .         -         -        -  nil 

resolutions  respecting  meaeuree  for  the  poiidi- 

ment  of  sedilioua  writers         -       -      -III! 
committed  -         -        -       ■      -j:lE 

(See,  also,  Crimei.) 
Sergeant- at  arma,  re;  on  on  the  petition  of  the,  hi 

an  increase  of  salary         .         -        -       -  Itll 
Bewail,  Mr.,afManadinsetta,  on  the  QiukcT ne- 


sn  Ihe  bill  to  regulate  the  mode  of  taking  evi- 
dence in  conleated  elections     '        ■      ■  S 

3a  the  motion  for  leave  lo  the  CommillK  on 
the  Protection  of  Commerce,  to  repon  b; 


bill 

on  Ibrngn  coina  -  .  .  7S9, 7fA,  'H 
im  the  bill  for  protection  of  commcne-  7«4,iK: 
on  naval  approprial ions      -  -    SU,fii 

on  naval  expenditures  -  -  -  -  !3I 
on  the  foreign  inlercouraa  IhU  -  .  -  Ml 
on  the  case  of  Mesara.  Griswold  and  I>y<n  -  ItlJ, 

1041,  \te 

on  stomp  duties  -         -        -       -      -  IdW , 

on  relations  with  France  1SS3,  131G,  IWttll' 
on  the  Rales  of  the  Houae  -  ■  ■  -  ID) 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  lick  and  disaUed  «s- 

men imiH  ; 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  ports  and  hsibm  -  IM  i 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  eoipt  oT       | 

artillery imil>^ ; 

on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  caiuiaii<  &c.  •  llli  : 
1438,1430,119' 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  trade  -  ■  1457,  lit! 
on  the  bill  for  taiung  •  proviaiona]  annj  !Kii 
1634,  1684,  17(lt,1"-; 
(HI  supplementary  bill  -  1934,  l^'."*' 

on  the  UU  for  establishing  the  Navy  Jkout- 

mant -  li« 


on  the  mnnorial  of  Cqitain  Magnien's  greiu- 

dier  company         -        -         .        .       -  11!' 

on  the  bill  concerning  alien  eaemies    nBfi,  1^' 

1788, 17S0, 1*1 

on  direct  taxea  -  -         -  -         .        -  18!l 

on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  c 

called  on,  dec. 
on  the  till  to  suspend  ci 

with  France  -  -  - 
on  letters  of  marque,  &c.  . 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  d 

cbuit  vessels  ~  .  .  1900,  imli'' 
on  seditious  practices  -  -  -  1957,  \f^ 
on  the  bill  to  regulMe  the  landiiig  of  Frencb 

-S0ft4, 3066,1* 
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Ibuae.  Proeeedingt  and  Debates. 


8ew*ll,  Mi.,  of  Mawehmrtlj — contmned.  Pigs, 

on  •brogalian  of  treaties  -  -  -  -  SliO 
OD  thebillloproiidenn  additional  omvalarmB- 

ment 31SS 

Shepard,  Mr,  of  Manadiuselti  on  tbe  report  on 
the  petition  of  the  daagbteis  of  Couat  De 

OnkMe 765 

on  tbe  caw  of  GHiwald  and  Ljon  -  983,  1001 
lu>  l«Mimonj  in  the  aboie  ca«e  -  ~  .  1063 
on  ralaliaiu  with  France  -  .  -  -  1341 
OD  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corpa  ofar- 

lilEeiy 1406,  1430 

on  tbe  bill  fbi  the  purchaaj  of  cannon,  JCc.  -  1430 
on  the  milit  iiy  appropnation  bill         -        -  1  nS6 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  ofcomniKKe     -  1616 
on  the  bill  to  pioride  arms  for  the  militia       '   1 937 
on  tbe  ball  nipplementary  to  the  bill  for  raiaing 
a  pioTinonal  army          1934,  1935,  1941,  1943 
SfairtdiRe,  Robert,  (Sea  GanntU,  Deborah-') 
Sitgiearn.  Mr.,  of  PennnylTaniaon  motion  to  ei- 
ciueMr.  Ljon  from  atteading  the  ceremony 
of  presenting  the  Addrm  lathe  Preaident     650 
oa  the  rererance  of  the  Presdcnt'e  Speech  664,  flS6 
DD  tbe  bill  to  regulale  the  mode  of  taking  evi- 
dence in  coDlealed  elpctiona     -         -       683,  6B7 
on  the  II  otion  for  granting  leave  to  the  com- 
mitlMoa  the  protection  of  commerce  to  re- 
port by  bill   BS6 

on  foreign  coins         TI8,  724,  740,  746,  749,  764 

on  tbe  foreign  intercourse  bill      -         -        -    859 

oo  the  case  of  MesHs.  Griawold  and  Lyon  99S,  1001>, 

10^8,  1041,  1043 

his  testimony  in  the  iboTB  caw    -  -   104B 

on  stamp  dntin  I0T4,  1079,  108S 

on  the  unpeachioent  of  WlUiam  Blount,        -   1 144 

on  relations  with  Prance    -  1330,3117,3119 

on  the  bill  for  the  proticlion  of  trade        1474,  1920 

on  the  naturalization  law  1673,  1577,  1681,  1780, 

1783 

on  ■ddiUonsI  revenue  .         .         -         .  1600 

onthe  ImII  farrainngaproviHonal  army  1685,  1739 

17SS 

on  the  »un>leoienlaty  trill  -        -        ■        -  19B1 

on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magniai's  gre-         , 

nadier  company    ...        -  1708,  1715 

on   the  inatructiona  to  the    commanders   of 

armed  vemela        -        -        -        -1797,1803 
on  tbe  bill  for  the  protection  ofcoonmerce      -  1834 

on  direct  taxeg 1847 

on  letters  of  marque  &c.  -  -  -  ,  1883 
OD  the  hilt  toanthorize  the  defence  of  merchant 

vrnela  -  -  899,  1901,  1909,  1911,  1915 

oa  the  bill  to  provide  erma  for  tbe  mihtia  -  1933 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemies  -  1999,  8001 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  landing  of  French 

emigranta     ....--,  S0S3 
on  tlte  bill  for  suspending  commercial  inier- 

courae  ivilh  France  -         -  .         .  3180 

fender,   notice  of  a  motion  for    reprimanding  a 

member  for  slandering  the  Houae     -         -   1416 
lAveiy,  (Sae  Quaker*.') 

l^-vesi  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  enumeration  o^  re- 
ported   1869 

(See  Lands  and  dtoellaig-hoaea.) 
rxailb,  Mr.  H.,  of  Connecticut,  on  the  motim  to 
excuse  Mr.  Lyon  from  attending  the  cere- 
mony of  pieaenting  (he  Addren  to  the  Pres- 
ident     SM 

5lh  COK.— 189 


Smith,  Mr.  Ji.,  of  Conneetieot— continued.  Page. 

on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  mode  of  taking  avi 

denct  in  catea  of  contested  electiODa  S84 
on  the  motion  for  granting  leave  to  the  com- 
port by  hill 696 

on  the  acts  of  timitatian      -         -        -         -     707 
on  the  trill  to  lutborize  the  Preadent  fo  poat- 
poDB  the  meeting  of  CongreM  in  cotain 

cases 739 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  coaunaiee  •  779 
on  tbe  foreign  Intercourse  bill  ...  867 
on  stamp  duties  .....  1077 
on  ralaljona  nith  France  .  -  .  .  1333 
on  the  naluralizaUon  law   -         .        -  1573 

on  additional  revenoe  ....  1699 

on  the  trill  for  raising  a  provisional  army  -   1699 

on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemies  1787,  3000 
on  direct  taxes  .....  isM 

on  ^ie  bill  to  authorize  tlie  dedence  of  merchant 

feasels 1913 

on  the  hill  for  the  punishment  of  crimes        -  3136 
Smith,  Mr.  8.,  of  Maryland,  on  the  QuakerniB- 

morial  .---.--    609 
on  the  motion  for  granting  leave  to  the  com- 
mitlee  on  the  protection  of  caminerce  to  re- 
port tiy  bill 6S9 

on  the  acts  oflioiitalion  ....  711 
on  foreign  coins  -  -  .  726,  748,  768 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  -  774 
onthecaseofMcB-rs  Griswold  andLyon  903,  1007 
his  testimony  in  the  above  case    -  -         -   1018 

on  stamp  duiies 1071 

on  the  foreign  intercourse  hilt      -        -        -1108 
on  nlalions  with  Pranee    -         1168,  l:)56,   IS68 
on.the  bill  for  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men       1390 

on  the  bill  forlhe  defence  oF porta  and  harbora  1896 
on  the  trill  for  raising  an  additional  corpa  of 

artillery           -         -         -         1404,  1417,    142S 
on  the  hill  for  tlie  purctuse  of  cannon,  Ac,   HUO, 
1438 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  trade  1461,   140S, 
1494 
on  the  billibrraising  apravisional  army  1536,  1680 
on  the  Mil  eupplementaryto  the  above  1934,  1988, 
1939,  1941,  1043,  1944.  1948,   1968 
on  the  military  appropriation  bill             1643,    1644 
on  the  trill  for  establishing  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment      1540 

on  the  naturnlization  law  .  -  .  -  1669 
on  addilional  revenue  1695,1696,1604,  1634 
on  thebilllo  authorize  the  defence  of  merchant 

vesaeU  -  -  .  .  1901,  1906,  1911 
on  direct  taxes  -  -  1933,2049,3068,  3173 
OD  the  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia  .  1938 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemiee  1999,  8000, 
3003,  3023 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  -  I03S,  3041 
on  abrogation  of  treaties  3063,  3163,  3130 

on  the  Irit)  to  regulate  the  landing  of  French 

'Omigranla      ...        -  3064,  2086 

on  the  bill  fur  the  piotection  of  eommeree  -  8067, 
3070,  3078 
(Ml  the  increase  of  the   Military  Eitabliah- 

ment 3089,  S093 

on  the  trill  to  nupend  commercial  interconrae 
with  Prano*         -  ...  sisi 


.dbyGoogle 


Route  Proeeedingt  and  Debatei. 


Ttge. 
Smith,  Reuben,  uid  Nalban  Strong,  a  rqmrt  on 

the  petition  of 1036 

sgTMd  lo,  and  a  bill  pnmuni  tfaeieta  ordered  1384 

bUliepoited 1136 

oideied  to  the  third  reading        ... 
poBtponed  by  the  Senate  to  the  neit  aenrion    Slfifi 
Snuff.     (See  Dalia.) 

Shaflbrd,  John,  report  on  the  petition  of  -  -  83G 
Speaker,  ebaent  on  account  of  indiapoaition  67U,  1063, 
1476,  1885 
Speaker  pro  temport  elected  -  -  .  1475, 
Spirita,  report  on  the  petition  of  aundry  dielillera 
praying  an  increase  of  dutiea  on  fbreiga 

B(Hrita 1274 

(See,  aleo,  Dutia.) 
Sprague,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampahiie,  hia  tattimmj 

in  the  caie  of  Mesan,  Griawold  and  Ljon  1049 
Bprigg,    Mr.,    of    Marjland,    on    relatione   with 

France  -         -  -  13m,  1321,  1333 

Stamp  dutiea,  motion  for  appointing  ■  commitlee 
to  inquire  into  the  alterationa  necoaarf  in 
the  act  laying  a  alunp  duty  on  velluni, 
parchment,  and  paper     -        '        ■        -     671 
motion  amended  and  agreed  to    -        -        .67; 
report  of  the  committee      '        '        -        .    6S: 
a  bill  making  alterationa  in  said  act,  reported   103 

debated  1336 

p«BKd -,  1240 

ainendmenta  concurred  in  - 

a  resolution  for  appointing  a  committee  to 

report  a  biU  to  r^ieal  said  act  ' 
committed         -        .         .... 
report  B(fainat  the  ex)  adiency  of  repealing  the 


the  reeolutioQ  and  teport  tiieieon  referred  to 

Committee  of  the  Whole 
the  report  disagreed  to        ...         .  IDTO 
debate  on  a  motion  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a  bill 
to  repeal  the  act     - 

motion  agreed  to 1083 

a  bill  for  that  purpose  reported    -         -         -   1083 

debated lOBT 

passed  t  rejected  1^  the  Senate    -         •        -  1068 
Stanford,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  his  teatimony 

in  the  case  of  Mesan.  Griswold  and  Lyon  1057 
State  secrets,  a  petition  praying  that  meaaures  may 
be  taken   to  prevent   the  publication  ot^ 
committed     --.-..  1312 
Stilla,  a  petition  complaining  of  the  act  laying 

a  dtity  on,  committed     ....     673 

reported  on       .         -        -        ...        .     742 

a  resolution  directing  Committee  of  Ways 

and  Means  to  reprat  what  alterations  are 

neceaaary  in  the  act  respecting  the  enOj  of    813 

a  bill  making  alterations  in  ths  act,  reported  1031 


-  1286 
passed      .......  JZSS 

amendments  of  the  Senate,  committed  -  1897 
reported  -.----.  lgi7 
committee  of  conGirence  appointed  •  -  2086 
thdr  report       ----.,  3178 

the  report  disagreed  to,    and    ibe   bill  post-  I 

poned  by  the  Senate  to  the  oeii  session   -  2175  I 


postponed  by  the  Senate  to  the  next  waian  '  lit 
Stirling,  General,  report  on  the  petiliun  of  lui  m- 

doH,  committed      .         -         -        ■       -  73 
Suits  between  States,  motion  that  provi&ati  be 
made  by  law,  allowing  the  trial  of  ill 
cases  in  which  one  or  more  t^talei  arc  ia- 
tereited,  by  a  jur;  taken  from  a  Stale  not 
inlereated,  laid  on  the  table     -        -       -W 
committed  -  -         -         -        -       -  10 

Sumter,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  hia  lestiiBiiiy 

in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold  and  Ljoa  I< 
on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  amiy    -  Itt 


SupertisoTB  of  the 
granted  to 
Swanwiclc,  Mr.,  of  Pennsyb 


the  &anking  [iciYiltgr 

-       -SO 
thsQaUa 


Sanda,  Comfort,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  repotted       ■  UU 
Sajre,  Stephen,  report  on  the  petition  of,  ne|i- 
tivedj  a   reanlution  authorixing   a  ituit- 
ment  of  hia  accounta,  laid  On  the  table    .  ifil 
Seamen,  a  bill  to  antboriie  ibe  reiodiunntieDl  of 
money  advanced  by  Consuls  in  (bnign 
partBfotreliefof,  repotted       -        -       -MM  | 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         -        -       - 1711  i 

passed K«  j 

a  committee  appointed  to  report  what  alien-         ! 

tions  ate  necewary  in  the  act  f.  r  the  relief         | 

and  protection  of  -         -         -        -       -  tTil  | 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  reported  ■        -  Stll  ; 

pUBcd  -  -  -         .       -  3K.  , 

a  committee  appointed  to  report  what  alten-         I 

lions  are  necessary  in  the  act  far  the  itlief 

of  aick  and  disabled        -  -         •        ■  SI'  ■ 

a  bill  to  amend  said  act,  reported         •       .  1^  i 

ordered  lo  the  third  reading         .        •       -W  ', 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,   a  resolution  calling  on 

him  for  an  aecoiml  of  the  snned  veeaelsiii        , 

the  service  of  the  United  Stitea,  with  in        : 

estimate  of  the  eipansea  of  their  eqi^i-        | 

ment,  Ac.,  laid  on  the  table    -         ,       .  Uli 

withdrawn  and  a  substitute  agreed  to  -        -  WM 

his  report  nceived      -        •         -         -       .  MS  ' 

jeenl  at.Arma,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the,  n 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -         -       •  ^ 

red     - ti'-f 
.    Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  reMduliiia 
for  distributing  copies  of  the  UonatitutiiBi  •  It!" 
on  the  bankrupt  bill  -        -         ■         -       -  tUt 
on  Ibe  impeachment  of  William  Blount        ^^-  ' 

fX483,  HSi.  !4» 
on  stamp  dutiea         '        -         -         .       -  !5i: 
on  usurpation  of  Executive  authority    2SS4,^^ 
on  the  resolution  for  printing  the  deapatchee 
&om  the  American  Envoya  at  Paris         •  ^ 
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Houae  Proeeedingt  and  Debater. 


Sswalt,  Mr.,  of  MuncbniMti — eontioueai.  Ptge- 

oa  lbs  Ull  funh«  to  m^cDd  eonuueKial  io- 

t^cotme  with  Tnaoe     -        ■  375*,  8785 

OD  the  alien  and  Mdition  law>  t8S4,  SS8G,  SS92 
QQ  ibe  bill  to  Bulhoriie  ■  detacboieot  &ain 

(he  militia 2981 

Smilfa,  Mr.  N.,  of  Comwcticat,  on  I 

■edition  iawi         -        .        -  -  S437 

on  tb«  Tooiulion  fi>r  diitributiiig   ctqpiea  of 

th«  Conntilution 34fi9 

on  UMtrpatio.i  of  EiacutiTe  autboritr     2519,  2M3 
Smith,  Mr.   S.,  of  Marrlaud,  on  the  iHbq  nod 

•rditioQ  laws  -        -        -  ■  34t7 

on  the  bankrupt  bill  -  -  -  -  -  24S7 
on  oiDrpatioa  of  Executive  anthori^  2613,  2647 
on  the  resolution  for  printing  the  deapatehea 

from  the  American  GnTOji  at  Patu  2731,  3736 
on  the  bill  farthci  to  luapend  commercial  io- 
terconrse  with  France    -        ST4I,  27S7,  3786 

on  itamp  dutin 2805 

on  the  auginenlBtion  of  the  dst;  -         -  3878 

on  the  Imreaae  of  the  nlaiiea  of  Executive 

oflioen 2833 

on  the  bill  to  anthoriie  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vcMele  3939,  3833 

on  Ibe  bill  to  anthoriie  a  datachmsnt  from  Ibe 

miiitiB 3982 

ou  the  iuoreaae  of  the  army    80S3,  3037,  3041, 
3042 
on  the  bill  idling  the  power  of  retaliation  iit 
the  Preiident,  in  certain  caws  -        -  8061 

Spaight,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  bill  fur- 
ther to  suipwid  commercLil  intercourse  with 

France 3773 

Spe^BT,  thanks  o!  the  House  voted  to ;  his  n^l;  30S4 
Special  bail,  a  bill  for  the  security  of,  in  certain 

cases,  received 8017 

Spiiita,  Cnmniittse  of  Ways  and  Meatu  instruct- 
ed  to  report  a  bill  to  eoniolidale  into  one 
act  and  to  ameud  the  several  acts  respect- 
ing the  duties  on  domestic  distilled  spirits, 

and  on  stills 3685 

a  plan  fur  that  object  received  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury         -        -  -3665 
Sprvgne,  Mr, ,  of  New  Hampshire,  on  the  alien  and 


■edition  laws 
in  the  bill  fiirther  to  suspei 
tercouraa  wit>i  France 


-  3463 


StAinp  duties,  motion  Ibr  a  committee  to  report  a 
bill  fiirtheT  to  amend  the  act  laying  a  stamp 
duty  on  parchment,  paper,  du.         •        -  2438 
committee  appointed  .         -        -        -        .  3439 
a  bill  further  to  amend  said  act  reported        -  3470 

recommitted 3483 

a  new  bill  raported 3632 

debated    -        -      3666,  3666,  8573,  3809,  3807 

passed 2816 

Commitlee  of  Ways  and  Means  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  nett  annaal  amonnt  of  du- 
ties en  stamps,  and  a  proper  compensation 
for  the  Buperrisats  and  inipeetors    -         -  3682 
the  report  thereon      -        -         .         ■        -  2726 
Itxirgeon,  Robert,  a  IhII  aulbortzing  his  discharge 

from  imprimmment  reported  •  -  •  2906 
ordered  to  the  ihinl  reading  .  -  .  3919 
paMBd 29t« 


rias*  isssio*.  Page. 

Thatcher,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  election 

of  Clerk 61,  63 

on  appointing  a  committee  on  un£i,isbed  bu- 
siness    60,  61,  63 

on  the  answer  to  the  Pmident's  Speech       70,  186 
on  defsnnve  meaniraa  -    340,  384 

on   the  bill  to  prevent  the  enpertation   of 

arrna,  Ac.  -...-.  aso 
on  the  requiation  of  militia  -  '  •  294 
on  the  bill  fat  the  defence  of  ports  and  harbors  308 
on  expatriation  -         .        .        -        ,    859 

on  stamp  duties         -        -        .        -     418,  436 
on  additional  appro  priations         ...    48g 
Trade  of  the  United  iJtatee,  a  bill  br  the  putection 

of  the,  reeeived      .        -         -         .         .     SS4 

debated 399 

ordered  to  be  engroased       .        .        -        .    S7T 


-     386 


Taxes,  a  report  recommeikling  a  direct  tax  upon 

houses,  Isnd^  and  slaves        ...  1063 
cecommitted      ......  1666 

repotted  ..-..-.  1667 
a  bill  Ibr  Ibe  ssseasment  aisl  oollediaD  of  di. 

lect  taxes,  reported  ....  1683 

debated  18IT 

recommilled  .--.-.  1660 
a  new  bill  repwted  -  .  .  .  .  1869 
a  bi't  for  laying  a  direct  tax  on  the  United 

Suios,  reported 1707 

a  bill  for  the  same  object  reported  and  emt- 

niilted 2083 

debated 2049 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  8061 

pasud -  S06S 

amended  by  the  Senate  .  -  .  .  2139 
amendments  laid  on  the  table  -  -  -2171 
taken  up  and  debited  .        -        -        .  )|7S 

(8e«,  also.  Land*  and  DiBellitig-houau.) 
Tenneesee,  remonstrance  from  the  Iiegislature  of, 
against  the  extensitm  of  the  boundary  line 
between  the  United  States  snd  the  Chero- 
kee Indiana,  referred  to  a  select  commitlee  673 
their  report       ......     767 

debited 777,  814 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Wat  in  relation 
to  experimental  lines  from  Clinch  river  to 
the  Chilhowee  mountain,  received  snd  com- 


804 


(See,  also,  Indians.) 
Thatcher,  Mr.,  of  Masivcbusetts,  onthemotiMi  to 
eicuse  Mr.  Lyon  from  attending  the  certH 
mony  of  presenting  the  address  to  the  Pre- 
sident  -.-.-.-    611 
on  the  (Quaker  memoiisl      -        -    668,668,103 
on  the  motion  (or  granting  leave  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  protection  of  commerce  to  re- 
port by  hill    -       -       -       -       -       -    es 

on  the  acts  of  limitation      -        -         -        -     71 

on  the  bill  to  aathoriie  the  President  to  poat- 
pone  the  meeting  of  Congreas  in  eertaia 


on  tho  bill  for  the  prolection  ^eo 
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House  Proceedinga  and  Debaiea. 


Thalehet,  Mr.,  of  Manachiuetli — conlinued.  Page, 

on  Ihe  malutioD  for  expelling  Menri-  Grii- 

wolil  and  L<ron      ■        .         -  1036,  103B 

on  Mimp  duties  .....  HJ9\ 

on  the  freign  intercoiiroe  bill       -         -         -   1113 
on  the  bil  1  for  an  amioblc  wUlement  of  limit! 

with  Georgia  -  -  -  1S06,  1310 

on  the  bill  for  the  deTence  of  ports  and  hsrbon  1401 
on  the  report  on  the  aubjcct  of  post  offices  and 
poM  roedi     ......  |fi6f 

on  preesnts  to  Miniitars      ....   Iggg 

on  the  memurial  of  Usptun  Maipiien'i  grena- 
dier company         ...  1708,  1719 
onthebilltopiDvideannsforthemilitiB   1930,  1931 
oa  the  inctew  of  Ibe  annj           -  -3130 
ToBDBge,  resolution  ailing  on  the  (Secretary  of  the 
Treaaury  for  a  atalemeot  of  tonnage  of  the 
shipping  belonging  to  the  seveial  diatricls 
of  the  United  Stiilea         .          _          _         .   1375 
the  itatement  received         -          .  -1377 
Treaaurer  U.  Stiles,  iccounTs  received  from  the  7Ge,  830 
Tmsnrj  Department,  account  of  receipts  and  ei' 

penditures  received  -  -  .    691,  1313 

estimates  for  the  service  of  the  year  seventeen 

hundred  and  ninety-eight  received     -         -     693 
a  commonication  in  relation  lo  the  loan  for 
Ihe  lue  of  the  city  of  Waahingion,  receir. 
ed  from  the 7^ 

■  stalentent  ofimport*  received  from  the       -    ftl3 

■  atatemenlof  eiporia  reeet*ed(ram  Ihe        -  1334 

(See,  ■!»,  Sterdary.) 
Treasui;  and  War  DepartnienM,  ■  resolution  for 
appointing  ■  committee  10  inquire  what  al- 
teralkini  are  necessary  in  (he  act  making 
allerations  in  these  departments,  end  into 
iha  eipedieni^  of  abolishing  the  oflice  of 
Comnujaioner  of  the  Serenue,   laid  on  Ae 


784 


Taxes,  molion  directing  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  report  on  the  alleiationi  ne- 
cessary in  Ihe  net  laying  a  direct  tax  on  the 
United  States         -         -  -  3458,  2 

report  of  the  commiltee      -        -        -         -  3 
(See,  also,  Landi  and  Duicl/ing-iouaa. ) 

Tsiewell,  Henry,  of  Virginia,  his  death  an- 
nounced, resolutions  for  attending  hia  fune- 


Tennefaee,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amond  the 
act  for  giving  elfecl  lo  the    la-ts   nf  the 
United  Slates  in  this  Stale,  committed       - 
ordered  lo  Ih-  third  reading 


llialcher,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  alien  and 

sediU^n  laws  3432,  S4S0,  3464,  3899,  81 
on  the  reaalulion  for  distributing  copies  of 

the  Consululion     -  -  3461,2' 

on  u«nrpalioii  of  Executive  authority  -  -  3. 
on  the  rFsolulion  for  printing  the  despatches 

ftom  Ihe  American  Envoys  at  Paris  3730,  2 
Umber,   •  bill  authorixing  the  purchase  of;  for 

naval  purposea,  reported  -        -  SI 

ordered  to  Ihe  third  readlog        -        -        -  2i 


Troops  of  the  United   States,  a  bill  for  the  better 

organizing  of,  received   -         -         .        -  285T 
committed         ......  U84 

debated 3018 

ordered  to  Ihe  third  reading        .         .         -  30IV 


s,  d>  bale  on  the  molion  for  if- 


Unfinished  Business,  a  CtHoaiictee  on,  iqipiunted  816 
Uiefnl   Arts,    a  committee  appointed    to  inqnira 
what  alleiationa  are  necesssry  in  Ihe  act  fui 

the  encoungement  of    -        -        -         -  Cn 

a  bill  in  addition  lo  said  act  repofUd    -         -  1039 

debated 13« 

recommiiieil      ...--.  it44 

Unfinished  BuuDe■^  s  Cooiniiltee  an,  appoinlnd  S4U 
Usurpation  of  Executive  sulhoiity,  a  reoolntion 
for  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  extending  Iha  pensltieB 
of  Ihe  act  for  Ihe  punishment  trf'  eertaia 
crime*  spinal  the  United  Staler  to  per- 
sons  usuqNDg    the    Eieentive   kvthoci^ 

thereof         3488 

lata  OD  the  lablo M6t 

taken  up  and  debated         -        -  3493,  35B 

agreed  lo SM» 

the  committee  a^iointad     ....  smc 
a  hill  for  the  punishment  of  certain  aime* 


debated    - 

ordered  to  be  engrossed       .          -          -  .  ugg 

further  debated         3G99,  3636,  1677,  S68S.  MBf 
pHsed -  S73I 


Van  Alen,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  tya  the  bill  fes  the 

defence  of  porta  and  harbora    ■  314,319 

Vamum,    Mr.,    of  Maaaachuaatls,   on   defensrse 

measures      -        .        .         .         .      t70, 385 
OD  the  reqniution  of  militia        ...    tSt 
on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  porU  and  har- 
bors     399,  soe,  Slf 

on  Ihe  bill  for  raising  an  wldiliiHw]  ctKps  of 

artillery         -        -         -        .         -         -    jn 
on  the  bill  to  aulboTiie  a  detacbineiit  from  Ihe 

militia 337,  SU 

on  the  tiill  for  organiiing  the  militia     -  -     34ft 

on  alairp  duties         .         .        -         .         -     ug 
Venable,  Mi.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  answer  10  the 

President's  Speech  196,311,214,  316.319 
on  Ihe  requistion  for  militia  ■  -  .  3tS 
cm  eipatnation  ....  -  35s 
Ml  the  bill  for  the  protedion  of  liade  -  367,  W9 
on  sUmp  dutifs  394,  399,  401,  403,  418,  419. 
426,  4M 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Bhxinl  4'i(l,  461, 
4G3,  4M 


Bachusetis,  on  the  11 


,db,Googlc 


Home  Proceedittgs  and  Debates. 


Vamnm,  Mr.,  of  Masstchnaetta — eontinaed.  Pkge. 

on  the  InU  Tot  the  relief  of  the  represenlalivee 

of  decet  ed  ofiiceiE  and  Boldifra       -  BIS 

testiniony  o^  in  thecaee  of  Miasn.  Griewold 

and  I.yon 1024 

CD  ihe  bill  for  the  relief  of  aick  and  disabled 

on  tbe  bill  fai  raiatng  an  additional  corpa  of 

anillery 1424 

on  Vie  bill  for  purchaae  of  cannon,  &c.  1433,  1436 
on  aaditional  revenue  -  -  .  ISOIi,  t6S7 
on  the  bill  tor  raising  a  proviuonal  aimj  1T03, 
1T39,  1937 
on  the  naturalization  law  -  -   1783 

on  the  bill  for  the  prelection  of  commerce  1833 
on  direct  taiea  -  -  .  .  isiS,  ia!4 
on  the  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia  ■ 
on  the  bill  lo  aathorize  a  loan  •        -  S047 

on  the  bill  lo  regulate  the  landing  of  French 


Vaughan,  John,  report  on  the  petition  o^  agreed 

to,  and  a  bill  for  hia  relief  ordered    -        -  1866 

bill  reported 186T 

ordered  to  tbe  third  reading         >       ^        -  1871 

pased 1813 

Tenable,  Mr.,  of  Virginii,  on  unfinished  butrinen    630 

on  the  ananer  to  the  Pcesideni'B  Speech  636,  646, 

646 

on  the  Quaker  memorial    - 

on  Ihe  mDlion  for  leave  to  the 

the  pmleclion  of  commeree  to  report  1^  bill    8BB 
on  foreign  coini         -        -        ■      718,  7B8,  BOS 
on  land  titles  in  TennesM  -        -        -         -    814 
on  the  bill  for  an  amicable  aettlement  of  lim- 
its with  Georgia 1873 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  porta  and  har- 

bon    .---...  isgs 

on  the  naturalization  law    •        •  1670,  1674 

on  presenU  to  Mioiatere      .  -  -         .  1687 

on  the  inttructiana  to  commanders  of  armed 

Tewels 1606 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  commerce    1831,  S063 
on  letters  of  marqne,  &c.  -  -  18T9,  1890 

on  direct  Uies  -  ■  1803,  3064,  2068 

on  the  increase  of  the  Military  Establishment  S090 
Veaaela  of  war,  a  bill  to  authorize  the   Preudent 
to  accept  any  vesaeli  of  war  that  might  be 
ofiered  for  ihc  public  service,  received        -  1936 
a  molutioD  to  sulhorize  the  President  to  pro- 
cure a  number  of,  in  addition  to  those  here- 
tofore authorized,  biid  on  the  table   -         -  S084 
(See,  also,  Armed  VokU.) 
Virginia,  a  petition  from  aandry  freebolders  of, 
'   praying  a  repeal  of  tbe  stamp  act,  preseclod 

and  referred 838 

the  amendinenl  to  the  Constitatian  respecting 

the  suability  of  States  ratified  by  '   •        •  1039 
■  copy  of  the  act  of,  ceding  to  the  United 
States  two  seres  of  ground  for  the  erection 
of  a  hght'house  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  re- 
ceived   1846 

Volimteer  service,  resolution  for  exempting  from 
ordinary  militia  daty  such  volunteer  corpa 
aa  may  be  accepted  by  the  Preddeot,  laid 

on  the  taMe 1867 

•rithdrawn,  and  sundry  resolutioDs  in  rela- 
tion to  the  arming,  equipment,  &c.,  of  vtd- 
taefs,  laid  on  tha  table        -        -        -   1868 


Volunteer  service — continued, 
tiken  up  and  debated 

committed 
(See  Anai/.) 


-  1871 

-  1873 


Vamum,  Mr.,  of  MasBachnsetts,  on  the  resolution 
for  printing  tbe  despatches  from  the  Ameri- 
can Envoys  at  Paris        -         -  .         .  3734 

on  the  Inll  further  to  suspenO  commercisl  in- 
tercourse with  France     .         -        .         -  S76B 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessels 3948 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the 

miliUa 3977 

Venable,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  impeschment  of 

William  Blount 3486 

nn  the  reso^uiion  for  printing  the  despatches 

from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris   3730,  3740 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the 
militia  --.-..-  3984 

on  the  amendments  of  the  Ssnate  lo  said  Mil  S0S3 

on  Ihe  increase  of  the  army         -        -        -  SOil 
Termont,  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the 
district  court  in,  received  and  ordered  to  the 
third  reading         ,        .         .        .        .  3017 

passed 30IS 

W. 


Ways  and  Means,  motion  for  appointing  a  cmnmit- 

tee  of : 

committee  appointed  -         -         -         -         - 
Wbeaton,  Joseph,  elected  Bergeant-at-Arms 
Williams,  Mr.  R.,  of  North  Carobna,  on  the  elec- 
tion of  Cleit 

on  sppointinga  committee  onnnfiniehedbnsi- 


inthi 


Ihe  President's  Speech    193,196, 
331,  339 

ilenove  nMwniree         340,  364,  380,  388,  386 
e  bill  lo  prevent  the  exportation  of  ar 


ssa 


on  tbe  bill  for  the  defence  of  ports  and  har- 

bore  -  -  398,  301,  3U4,30e,  Sll.ins 
on  the  bill  for  nising  an  additional  corps  of 

aitilleiy 8SS,  344 

on  the  duly  on  salt 33ff 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detadlment  from  the 

militia  -        -        -        -        -     336, 837 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  trade-  863,  368,  373 
on  stamp  duties  -  -  -  889, 400, 436 
J.,  of  New  York,  on  the  atuiwer  to 

the  President's  Speech  -  -  -  -  SI9 
on  the  requiailioii  for  militia  ...  394 
on  appointing    a  Committee  of  Ways   end 

Means 308 

cm  the  bill  for  protection  of  trade  -    381 

on  stamp  dutits  400,  401,  416,  430,  437,  439 
on  additional  appropriations  -  .  .  433 
Winei^  Ac    (See  Dulia. ) 


Watren  river,  (Rhode  Island,)  a  petition  praying 
that  the  sud  river  may  be  staked  ont  at  the 
expense  of  the  United  Slalee,  preaanted 
uuliafared 1S4I 
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P»go. 
WuluDBton  Ciij,  >  menage  enctoaag  »  memoiul 
fram  the  CflmniiHion«a  in  relatian  to  th£ 
alURtion    and  circuionuicea  of  the  dty, 

commitwd -  1063 

reported  on la*6 

rGpoct  conodercd  and  igreed  to  .  ■  ■  1ZS6 
a  bill  making  appraphalioDa  for  completing 

the  public  buildings  in,  reported       -        -   1366 
oiderad  to  the  third  reulbg        -        •        -  137! 

paawd     ■  1276 

imendmenta  of  the  Senate  cominitted  -  •  1402 
reported,  and  agreed  to       -         -  -  -  1413 

WaTi  and  Means,  a  committee  of,  appointed        -     672 
Woghta  and  meaaurea,  rcaolution  fbi  appointing  a 
committee  to  report  a  plan  fot  eatabliihiiig 
a  (tandard  of;  laid  on  the  table  -     B20 

agreed  lo,  and  a  conunittee  appointed  -         -     629 
Wdli,  Benjamin,  tuemorial  of,  prajlag  indenmitj 
forloaaee  incurred  in  conaequooee  of  the  in- 
■urreclion,  laid  on  the  table     .        .        -     639 
motion  to  refer  it  to  a  wlect  coatmittee         -     638 
referred  to  Commitlee  of  Claiuu  -  -     689 

Wdiii,  Anna,  report  on  the  petition  d,  considered      743 

oecatived 745 

(See  Hurlbut,  Georgt.) 
Widowe  and  orphana,  a  bill  makiug  proiinon  for 

certain,  reported    ...        -        -    94S 

debated 1030,  1036 

pwiaed 1044 

WiUums.Mr.  J.,  of  New  Yori,  on  the  motion  to 
escuie  Mr-  Lym  from  aiteoding  the  eere- 
inonf  of  pretenting  the  addren  to  the  Piea- 

Ueat 6B0 

CD  the  motion  for  leave  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Protection  irf'  Commnce,  to  report  b; 

Mil 6B7 

on  the  acta  of  limllalion  ....  713 
on  foreign  coins  ....  716,725 
on  the  bill  for  the  pTotection  of  commerce  -  7TS 
on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  the  daughlere 

of  Count  de  Qraaee  -         -         -       791, 7S6 

on  naval  appiopriatiiau  .  -  -  SSI,  836 
on  nBTRl  eipenditurea  -  ...  832 
on  the  raoluttoQ  for  expelling  Heaara.  Qri*. 

wold  and  Lyon 1037 

on  stamp  dutiea         •        -  1070,  lOTl,  1078 

on  the  foreign  intercotme  bill  -  -  -  1068 
on  the  bill  Ibr  an  *mic«ble  aettlemutt  of  limita 

withGeolgia  ....  1S83,  1302 
on  the  Rules  of  the  Hoaae  -  .  -  .  ~~ 
aoretUionswithFlanco  -  .  .1338, 
en  the  bill  for  organntng  the  militia  -  •  1385 
on  tha  IhU  for  defence  of  porta  and  haibota  1397, 
1100 
on  the  bill  for  raiaiag  an  additional  corps  of 

artiller; 1106,  1413 

on  the  bill  for  the  purchaae  of  camion,  Ac  .  1138 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  trade  .  .  1164 
OD  the  bill  for  lainng  a  proviaoual  amtj  - 1537, 
1671,  1767 
OD  the  bill  for  eatabliahing  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment     1S1^  1G61 

on  additional  revenue  ....  i&gg 
'  on  the  naturalization  law  .  -  .  ■  1781 
aa  the  protection  of  commerce  -  -  18 1 7,  3076 
on  direct  taiee  -         -  1840,    1896,  1933 

on  letters  of  marque,   Stc.  ....  1889 


Williams,  Mr.  R.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  Imigii 

m  ihe  case  of  Meaara,  Griiwold  and  Ljoa  ■  97 
1002,  1003,  1041,1011,10 
3D  the  foreign  interconrse  bill  .       •  11 

in  the  bill  for  raising  an  additiopal  terpa  d 

artillery  -        .  Utt,  l( 

Ml  Ihe  bill  for  establlshbg  the  Navj  D^ut- 


n  presents  to  Mtniatera 
n  additional  n 


;  a  praviaional  army  16111,161 
1741,   17S8,  1760,  ITGT,  II 
n  the  memorial  of  Captain  Maguien'a  giuu- 

dier  company         ■         -        -        .       - 17 
in  the  bill  concerning  alien  eoemies     1733,  IK 


D'he 


to  commandeti  of  anncd 


on  letters  of  marque,  4c.  -  -  -  ■  IBf 
Wi  seditious  practices  .  .  -  ■  IS 
DO  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loin  -  •  -W 
Williams,  Elie,  report  on  the  pelilton  ai  ■  -  17^ 
a  bili  to  grsnl  ■  certain  lot  of  groond  to,  re- 
ported   W 

ordered  to  tbo  third  reading         -       ■       -  ^ 
paased       .         -         -  -  .         .       -  it 

Wilmington,  North  Carol iiu,  Comoiittee  on  Com- 
merce and  MaoufacturainslTucted  to  repent 
on  the  cipedienc?  ofpsaeing  ■  law  giving 
the  aaaent  of  Congress  lo  the  appoinlmfat 
of  an  health  officer  for  the  port  of  -  •  1' 
Wines  and  spirit^  leaoluiioo  initrucling  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire  what 
alterations  are  necetsat^  in  the  Uw  lijin; 
a  tax  on  Ihe  Ikenaes  for  retailing  wine*  unt 
qtiiils   -        .        -         -         .        -       -  f 

report  of  (he  committee       .         .        .      -  II 
Wolcotl,  Captain  Gile^  petition  of,  piesenlcd  sod 
referred  -  _        .       -  1 


Wain,  Mr.,  ofPeniU7lvaiua,oiiat«inpdulies3SaS,ti>7  | 

on  the  bankrupt  tall '" 

on  Ihe  increase  of  Ihe  salaries  of  Eifcotin 

Washington,    lieutenant  General,    att«nds  ibc 
"  hear  the  address   of  the  Prta- 


Ways  and  Means,  a  committee  of^  appointtd 
Weatam  Beaerve.     (See  Conntetievl) 
Whealon,  Joseph-     (See  Sergaml'Ol-Ama.'t 
Williams,  Mr.  J.,  of  Nenr  York,  on  the dien sod 

aeditioB  lawa,  3133.  1«SJ,S* 

on  the  raaolution  fot  distributing  co[nes  oflbt 

Constitution ■  "jj 

onumirpatioDaf  Executive  authority   -      -** 

on  impl^aamait  of  seamen  - 

on  stamp  duties 

on  an  additional  rule 

on  the  bill  further  to  au^nd 

tercourse  with  France    .         -        .      ■ 
on  the  tnll  to  authorize  a  detachment  (mm  lb 

Williams,  Mr.  K.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  usuip- 
lion  of  ExecotJTe  aothority      -  SSW 
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Roxae  Proceeding*  and  Debates. 


ianu,  Mr.  R.,  ofN.  Cuolini — conlinaed.         Page, 
on  the  rcaolaUoa  for  printing  tbe  daepatdm 

from  Uw  Aneriean  Bmoys  at  Pkm  .        -  S735 
M)  the  increue  of  tb«  wluiM  if  BwentiTc 


TeM  and  Htja,  on  an  amendmeDt  lo  ths  uuwer 

to  the  Preddent'g  Speech  SIO,  SIS,  230,  231,) 
oa  the   toll   to   prevent   the   exportation  of 


tbe  ill 


S8T 


n  an  amendment  to  the  bili  fur  the  defence  of 

the  porta  and  hulioTS  of  the  United  Statu  810 
on  the  pesnge  of  the  lull    -  -     333,  834 

on  the  bill  for  rauiog  an  additional  corpe  of 

artillerj 347 

on  BgreeiDg  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  rejecting  the  6th  and  71h  aec- 
(ion*  of  ihe  bill  to  prevent  American  citi- 
leiu  from  entering  the  urvice   of  foreign 

Powers 358 

on  poatpnaingfurtberconMileralian  of  tlie  bill     356 
on  filing  a  time  for  tdjournment  -        -     3ST 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  protection 

ofthetradeofthe  United  SlilCB  374,  375,  376 
on  tbe  paange  of  the  bill  .  -  -  -  386 
on  a  bill  laying  a  duty  on  licenaea  far  the  sale 

of  wine*  and  dittiUed  ipiriia    -        -        •    891 
on  poetponing  coDuderation  of  unendmenta  to 
tbeUll  for  the  protection  of  the  tnde  of  (be 

United  Sutee 8SI 

on  receding  from  an  amendment  to  the  bill   -    40fl 
on  amendmeata  to  the  bill  for  laying  a  stamp 

duty  an  paichmen',  lellum,  and  paper  431,  433 
on  the  peewge  of  the  bill  -  -  -  -  439 
on  agreeing  to  the  limitation  clauae  in  the  bill 

laying  an  additional  duty  on  aalt      •  446 

on  tbe  paeaage  of  the  bill    -  -        -     447 


Veaa  and  Nays,  on  the  reaolution  for  preparing  an 

aniwer  to  tbe  Preiident'i  Speech      -         -     637 

on  motion  for  leer.'  to  (he  committee  on  mea- 
sure! for  the  protecttsQ  of  commerce  to  re- 
port by  bill 700 

on  the  third  reading  of  tbe  bill  to  nupend  the 
3d  section  of  the  act  r^nlating  foreign  coins    798 

on  the  bill  granting  an  annuity  to  the  dau^- 
ters  of  the  late  Count  De  Grave      -        -    BOB 

on  committing  the  resolution  for  expelling  Mr. 
Lyon,  of  Vermont,  tbrawaulting  Mr.  Gria- 
wold,  of  Connecticut      .         -         .        .    965 

on  other  motion*  in  relation  to  the  subject    •    SSO 

on  agreeing  to  the  resolntion       '       _'        *  ^006 


I  the  motion  to  pnataponi 
of  tbe  report  of  the  Com 


on  the  previous  question  on  a  resohltion  for  re- 
prioianding  the  above-named  members      -  1067 

on  a  resolntion  for  appdnting  a  committee  to 
repon  a  bill  for  Ihe  relief  (J  Amy  Dardan  -  1047 


Tras  and  Nays —  Page. 

on  postponing  tbe  connderation  of  the  motion 
tnitracting  the  Comoiittee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  the  stamp 
act 1080 

on  agreeing  t[i  the  motion  .         -         ■         -   1088 

on  an  aniBndoieDl  lo  the  bill  providing  (he 
meoa*  of  inlercoumnith  foreign  nations   -  1334 

on  the  hill  supplementary  lo  the  act  la  estab- 
lish Ihe  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  Btatee  ISflT 

on  poetponing  conrideration  of,  and  on  agree- 
ing lo,  the  report  of  a  aelect  committee^on 
amendments  (o  the  rules  of  the  House        -  1906 

on  a  motion  calling  upon  the  President  lo 
communicate  to  the  House  the  deq>atcbcs 
tecuved  from  tbe  American  Envoys  al 
Paris 1871 

on  an  anrandment  to  the  bill  supplementary 
lo  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  poits  and  hbj- 
bors  of  the  United  Stales         -        -        ■  UOS 

on  an  amendnMnt  lo  the  ImII  for  raising  an  ad- 
ditional corpaofartilleiy  -        -        -  1436 

on  an  amendment  to  Ihe  bill  for  protection  of 
the  trade  of  Ihe  UoitedSUtea  •        -        -  1631 

on  the  third  reading  of  (he  bill  (bt  establishing 
the  Navy  Department      ....  1568 

on  the  resolutian  from  the  Senate  aulhorizing 
Mr.  Pinckney  to  accept  certain  presents 
oSered  him  by  the  Government*  of  Uteat 
Britain  and  Spain  ....  1593 

on  tl)e  reference  of  the  memorial  of  Captain 

Megnien'i  grenadier  company  .         -         .  I7S4 

on  amendment!  to  tbe  bill  to  enable  the  Preri- 
denllo  raise  a  provisional  army  1766,  1769,  1770 

on  the  passage  of  tbe  bUI     -        -        -        -  1772 

on  amendments  to  tbe  supplementary  bill     -  I960, 
1963 

onitspaaBBge 1964 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
lor  (he  more  eRcctual  protection  of  the  com- 
merce  and  coasts  of  the  United  States       >  1838 

onlhe  third  reading  of  the  lull     -         .         .1831 

onilapamge    ......  1884 

on  amendment*  to  the  bill  .         .  -         -  S08S 

on  the  bill  lo  suspend  commercial  in(etconrBe 
with  the  Kepublic  of  France  and  (he  depen- 
dencies (hereof       .         .         -         .         .   1S65 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  supplemenlary  bill  3179  ' 

on  the  amandments  of  the  iSenate  to  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
military  eatablisbmenl     ....  1876 

on  the  bill  for  regulating  the  compenntion  of 
collectora  and  providing  for  the  more  eflect- 
nal  aettlement  of  their  BCMuni*        -        -  1876 

on  the  motion  for  cotnmitling  the  reeolutions 
for  granting  letters  of  maiqu^  dtc.  -  1890 

on  amendment*  (o  the  bill  (o  provide  for  the 
valnation  of  lands  and  dwelling.boasea, 
and  tbe  enumeiation  of  Ihe  alavea  in  the 
United  SUtes 1898 

onthepaaaageofthebitl    -         -         .  .  1935 

on  an  amendment  lo  (he  bill  to  anthotue  Ihe 
defefMe  of  uMrchant  tessela    -        -        .  191S 

on  Ihe  bill  to  pr  >vide  arms  for  the  militia      .  1938 

cm  the  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning  alien 
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HouK  Proceeding*  and  Debate*. 


Teai  am}  Nayi —  '.  1 

on  innclr;  molioni  celalne  la  (he  bill  for  1a)'- 
ing  >  dirmt  Ui  up  n  the  Uniled  Sdtes    3059, 
S060 
OD  the  pB»Bga  of  the  bill     ■  .         -  ■  3066 

on  the  tBr'olution  for  reqiwBtiig  Ihe  Prendent 
to  inilmct  our  retDaining  Envoy  al  Paria, 
(Mr,  Gerij,)  to  continue  the  negotiationa 
with  the  French  Directory       ,         .         .  2086  . 
on  an  amendment  to  Ihe  molulioD  tbriocreai' 

ing  the  militaiy  eaUbliahmenl  -         -         -  S09S 
on  the  molion  to  reject  the  nil!  Trom  the  Sen- 
ate in  addition  lo  the  art  for  paniahnient  of 
certain  crimeaagainEt  ihc  United  ijtatei    -  S1I3 
onamendnwnUtolhelHll  -         -  3137,5138 

on  ilapaasage   --..--  3171  ' 
on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  Ihe  abrogation 
of  the   trealiea  between  the  United  SUIei 

and  Pranoe SIS7 

oo  an  amendinafit  to  Ihe  bill  to  augmant  Uie 

army  of  the  United  Slate*  -        .1181 

on  the  pasaageofthebill     -        -        -        -  3133  | 
on  Ihe  bill  Taipecling  the  haiancu  reported  to 

beduehy  indiiidual  State*      -  -  3176 

on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  aulhomi'  the 

eaptura  of  French  armed  nimit      -        -  S17B  \ 
OD  the  motion  fiH-  appmnting  a  commitlee  lo 
nport  a  bill  allowing  a  boDnlj  on  the  cap- 
ture of  French  arned  ibipa  by  armed  ahipa  j 
owned  by  American  dlinn*    -         -        ■  SI8I  i 

en  an  amendment  lo  Ihe  resolution  for  the 
general  diatributioa  throughout  ihe  United 
States  of  copies  of  the  acts  known  a*  the 
alien  and  ledition  law*  -  -  S453,  M54 

on  agreeing  to  tbe  original  reiolulian  -         -  S4S5  ' 

on  a  report  from  the  manacjere  of  the  impeach  -  I 

n>ent  of  William  Blount  -  ■  348S  I 

on  the  molion  for  appointing  a  committee  to  ' 

inqoiiv  into  Ihe  eipedlency  of  extending 
the  penalliei  of  the  act  for  the  puni^ment  I 

of  caitaincrirDeaagaiiat  IbeUniledSt.tH 
to  perBOni  uiurping  Eiecutire  authority  of 
the  GovemmeDt     -----  3S1S  , 
o  tbe  bill  Tor  tbe  puniihnieiit  I 

Lain  crimei  therein  speciEed       S69il,  S679,  ' 
3660,  3681 


a  proviao  lo 

a  molion  to 


the  bill 


Page. 
-  SSM 
•  SMS 

onitapataage    ---...  S7S1 

on  the  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  aya'am  of 
bankruptcy    --.--.  1676 

on  amendmenta  to  the  bill  further  lo  autpend 

commercial  intetcoone  with  France    3780,  3790 

on  the  paasage  of  ihe  bill     -        -        -         -  S791 

on  the  ameiidnienlB  of  the  Innate  -  -  3831 

on  the  reference  of  a  petition  praying  a  repeal 

of  the  alien  and  eedidon  laws    -         -  -  3803 

on  tbe  question  for  referring  lo  a  select  com- 
mittfeaundry  other  peliliona,  praying  a  re- 
peat of  the  said  laws      ....  3906 

on  a  resolution  declaring  it  inexpedieni  to  re- 
peal >aid  laws 3016 

on  an  amendnienl  lo  tbe  bill  to  alter  and 
amend  Ibe  act  laying  a  dutj  on  stamped 
*ellum,  parchment,  &c.  ...  3S13 

DO  alriking  out  the  Erat  section  c^  die  bill  lo 
amend  the  act  providing  for  the  valuation 
of  lands  and  dwelling-houae^  and  lot  the 
ennmeration  of  slaves  in  the  United  States  3619 

on  Senate  amendmenta  -  .  3974 

on  an  tmrndment  lo  the  bill  for  augmoitation 

of  the  Navy  ....  sgfiB 

on  the  pamge  of  the  bill      -  -  3883 

on  agreeing  lo  the  report  of  the  Commitlee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  lo  aulhoriie  the  cap- 
ture of  French  armed  Tenela        -  -  39S3 

on  the  resolution  for  expelling  Mr.  Lyon,  of 
Veimout  ....  3973 

on  an  amendment  lo  the  bill  for  Ihe  better  or- 

ganiiing  of  tbe  troops  of  the  United  Stales  3018 

on  Btriking  oui  so  much  of  the  aiilh  set^n 
as  restricts  the  employment  of  volunteera 
to  the  Slate  to  which  Ibey  belong  -  3013 

on  another  amendment  lo  tbe  bill,  and  on  its 
passage  -  .  .  .      3043. 3041 

□n  the  tiird  reading  of  the  bill  for  augment- 
ing  the  aalariea  of  certain  Executive  offi- 
cer       -  -  -  -  -  3019 

on  the  bill  for  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation, 
in  certain  caaes,  in  the  Fresidsnt  of  the 
United  Stale*      -  -  -  9053 
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PUBLIC   DOCUMENTS. 


A.  Psge. 

fiianu,  John  Quincr,  hu  lelten  to  tha  aecretsry 

or  8uta-  -  -      S0T9,  308S 

to  the  Commitlea  of  Foreigii  Afiaira  of  the 

Bstavien  Republic  -  -  -  30S1 

Amancan  sMmeii.    (Stie  Stamen.) 
Apportiontnent  of  direct  taiea,  ■  report  on  the 

Bobjeel  of  -  ■  -  '  3594 

AppropTintioDB,  a  report  on,  far  the  jiar  aeraDlean 

hundred  and  ninety'iune  -  -  -  8609 

Armj,  a  report  oD  the  organintion  of  the  -  3614 


ra  of  -  -  -  '  S6G9 

BloQDt,  WUIiun,  hia  letter  to  Jamas  Carey  -  8163 
Brevet  rank,  m  report  on  the  aubjeet  of    -  -  8630 

Brttiah  Minister,  lettera  from  the,  to  the  Secretai; 

oTState  -  .  ■  •     318B,  8110 

Bullion,  a  report  on  the  aubjeet  of  loaaea  aoMained 

on  a  depotits  o^  in  the  Mint  of  the  Uoited 


Certificiiss,  a  report  on  the  aubjeet  of  outatuiding 

certificate*  -  -  -31 

a  report  on  aundiy  petitiana  for  the  renewal  of 
lort  ceitificatee     ■  -  -  -  3i 

Collecton,  a  report  on  the  compensatian  of         -  3: 

Commerce,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the 
de[Hedatioiii  committed  on  American  com- 
merce aince  October  I,  1796  -  -  3 
report  of  tbe  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
that  part  of  the  Preiidenl'a  Speech  relating 
to  meaaurea  for  the  protectian  of  cominerco  3 

Gontaaled  electiooa,  report  on  the  subject  of  evi- 

dence  in  cases  of  -  -  -  Si 


Debtora  of  the  United  States,  a  report  reapecUng  -  8i 
Uepredationi  on  commerce.  (See  Commerce.) 
Despatches,  from  the  Amerieao  Enioya  at  I^iis  8: 
to  3410,  and  8 
Direct  taiee,  a  report  on  the  apportionnwnt  of  -  8 
Dutch  Mloialer,  aubatanee  of  a  conference  with 

the 3 


EUicotl,  Andrew,  report  of  hiaproceedingsaaCom- 
miaHoner  fnr  running  llie  boundary  line  b«- 
tween  the  United  Stales  and  the  Floridaa  -  3097 
Gorreapondence  of,  with  the  Spaniib  atttbori- 

tiea        -  SlOSIoSlM,  andSlSt  to  3i9S 

extract  of  a  latter  from,  to  tha  Secrelatj  of 

State      -  .  .  .  .  31S0 


P«»» 

Bmigialits  from  the  West  ladiea,  dooumenta,  dx., 

on  the  eubjecl  of  an  srri™l  of       -  -  8iB8 

EnToyi  to  Franco,  inatmclionB  to  the     -  -  3884 

message  noioinatiog  _  -  *  3fi60 

Evidence.    (Bee  Cimtattd  BlaUiont.) 
ExpendilniBs,  a  report  on  the  eipendituraa  of  the 

Eiccative  DepartmeBta   ■  ■  -  3697 


Prance,  doenments.  Sec.,  on  the  subject  of  our  re- 

latioui  with     3S77  tosass,  3332  to  3410,  and 
3417to3B60 
drenlar  letter  &om  the  Minister  of  Marine    -  8630 
Praoce  and  Spain,  documenta  relating  to  affaiia 

with         .  -  .  .  8067  to  8094 

French  Eiacutin  Directory,  reply  irf  the  Fred- 
dent  of  the,  to  the  valedictory  of  Mr.  Mim- 
Toe         -  -  -  -     8076,8847 

the  decree  of  the,  of  March  3,  1 797  -      3076,  81SS 
French  piiTateer,  documents,  &c.,  on  (he  lattjeet 
of  outrages  committed   in  the  harbor  of 
Charlnton,  South  Carolina,  by  a  •  3S77 

G. 
Gerry,  Elbridge,  his  letter  to  tbe  Preddent  of  the 

United  Slatea      -  .  -  .  8469 

correspondence  of,  with  M,  Talleyrand        -  3460, 
and  3479  to  8616 
letters  from,  to  tbe  Secretary  of  State-      3466,  3477 
correspondence  with  M.  HauteTsl    -  -  9S1S 

letter  trom,  to  Rufiu  Kiog  -  -  -  8618 

Great  Britain,  document!,  &c.,  on  the  subject  of 

our  relations  with  -  -  3288  to  3S76 

ci>]iy  of  an  act  of,  for  carrying  into  effect  the 

treaty  with  the  United  States        -  -  3S40 

copy  of  an  act  tor  regulating  trade  with  the 

British  posaessians  in  India  -  8S89 

explanatory  article  in  relation  to  the  tiea^ 
with  the  United  States,  and  other  docu- 
ments, A^  ,  on  the  subject  of  our  relations 
with       -  -  3411  to8417 

GTeen^  Oeneral  N.,  a  report  on  the  anbject  of  in- 

demni^  to  the  estate  of  •  -  -  3640 

Grenville,  Lord,  letter  of,  to  Mr.  King,  on  impms- 

moni  of  American  seamen  -  -  8316 

letter  of,  to  Mr.  King,  on  tbe  subject  of  the 
ezplsnaloiy  article  in  relation  to  the  treaty 
with  the  United  Stalea    -  •  -3414 

hia  despatehea  to  Mr.  Lieton  -  -  3416 

1  the  colleetion  of 

-  3670 
D  the  ■ul)iect  of  -  8394 
la  from  the  agent  tor 
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India,  copy  of  »n  act  of  PvLiament  far  regulating 

the  trade  with  BHtMi  prwMiMiona  in  ■  3239 

a  report  on  the  eqiudization  of  the  dutiea  on 

import*  ftom       .  .  -  -  3607 

Iiuohent  Iswa,  document!  in  nUtion  (o  a  reriaiaa 

of  the  Um  for  the  relief  of  penons  imprii- 

oned  for  diM      -  •  -      9MB,  364B 

Internal  rermiuea,  report  on  the  anbject  irf  -  3G7T 

Invtlid  peiudons,  report  m  the  ealject  of  •  3602 


King,  Rufu^  eitracti  from  his  letlera  to  the  Sec- 

letuy  of  State     Soei,  3S6S,  3SBC,  3309,  3310, 

3311,  3417 

letlen  to  Lord  Granville    3313,  3SS1,  3414,  3416 


Land*  and  dweliing-honiei,  report  on  the  vtlna- 

tioD  of seos 

Loan  Office  aod  other  eonificalei,   report  on  the 

mbjectof  .  .  -  .  3613 

Lost  certificates,  report  on  sundry  petition!  for  the 

renewal  of  -  -  -  •  3661 


.  Message,  the  Pteiidenl's,  on  the  auhject  of  depre- 
dations committed  in  the  harbor  of  Charles- 
ton by  a  Freneh  privateer  -  -  3S7T 
encicaing  the  itutmctions  to,  and  deapatdlea 

from,  the  Envoji  at  Paris  -  -  8382 

nominating  Wm.  Vans  Mnrray  as  Minister 

to  France  ...  -  3fiB8 

nominating  Envoys  Eitraordinary,  &c,  to 
Francs   -----  3080 
Mifflin,  Goiemor,  of  Pennsylvuis,  his  letter  to 
the  Preudent  in  relation  to  an  arrival  of 
emigrants  from  the  West  Indies  •  -  3463 

Mint,  a  report  from  the  Director  of  the     -  -  3606 

extiactsofhisletters  to  theome      -      3073,3074 
UoDioe,  Jamss,  the  reply  of  the  President  of  the 

French  Directory  to  his  valedictory  -  3076 

his   eorreqtondence  with    the   Secretary   of 
Stale      -----  3162 
Moontflorence,  Major,  his  report  to  General  Pinck- 

ney        -  -  .  ■  •  306S 


Ontstanding  eenifleatei^  a  report  on  the  snlqect  of  8S13 
.P. 

Piuekn^,  Qenertl  Charles  C,  of  South  Carolina, 

hia  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale     80G8,  8069, 
3073,  3073,  3075,  S09S,  SUS 

Pincknsy,  Gomnor,  of  South  Carolintk,  his  letter 
to  the  Preaident  on  die  snbject  of  French 
ontragea  in  die  harbor  of  ChsrtMMi         -  8377 

Postmaster  GeiMral,  his  report  on  the  sabject  (rf' 
alteialians  proposed  to  the  Post  Office 
laivs       -----  8871 

R. 
Heeeipts  snd  expenditnrca,  a  statement  of  -  3SS1 

Beportc^the  Secretary  of  Stale  on  the  proceedings 

in  rdation  to  uie  Florida  boundary,  &c.    -  8097 
on  the  sabjeci  of  depredations  on  American 


Report  of  the  Secretary  of  Slate— continaed.  Page. 

an  additional  report  in  relation  to  the  Florida 

boimdaty,  occopalion  of  poata  by  the  ^n. 

ish  troops  Ac.    -  -  -  -  8137 

on  the  correapondence  of  Mr.  Ellieoti  with 

the  Spanish  authorities    -  -  -  3175 

on  ihe  losses  received  by  American  citizens 

since  the  treaty  with  Cheat  Britain  -  3tSi 

on  the  subject  of  impreasmeut  of  Amcatcan 


andF 


betvreen  the  United  States 


of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relatiim  to  Ae 
disposition  of  the  Indiana  on  Ihe  Weston 
frcutierH         ......  3i« 

on  Uie  BDgmenlslion  of  the  army         -         .  3614 

of  the  Postmaster  Georaal  on  the  Foat  Office 

lane 3*71 

R«veou^  report  on  the  sabject  of  the  intcntal  rei- 

ennes 3577,3578 

Tcftort  on  the  cCHnpensation  of  Ihe  officeia  em- 
ployed in  collecting  Ibe  duties  on  in^Nirti^ 


&c 


Seamen,  report  oi 

Sectetery  of  State,  his  letters  to  the  Spanish  Min- 
ister   -      3087,  3183,  8)84,  8136,  3199,  3134 
to  the  BritiMi  Minister  -S131,  3131 

AMm  the  Governor  of  the  Norttnveatem  Ta- 

ritory  ..-.--  -  3131 
to  and  from  Charles  Jackson,  Esq-,  District 

Attorney  of  Georgia  .  .  -  -  3141 
his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Mmroe  3163  to  3m 
inMnictiens  ol^  to  the  American  Envoys  at 

Paris 3334,  84(1 

to  Ruliis  King  .        .        -         .         .  3413 

to  Eltaidge  C^ny      ...         -         -  3464 

Sinking  iiind,  rep<^  respecting  ihe    -         -         -  3SCJ 

Skipwith,  Mr.,  his  letter  to  the  Steietaty  of  State  3SSI 

lettsn  from  M.  Talleyrand  to    -         .  S53B,  3S3S 

Spain,  documents,  dec,  on  the  sntject  of  relaticma 

with    .        .         -         ■      30S7  lo  3116, 3ir 
Spain,  Great  Britain,  and   France,   doduneDla, 

dec.,  in  relation  to  afhiia  with        3115  to  3IQ 
and  3175  to  3139 
Spanish  Minister,  hia  letters  la  the  Secretary  of 

State        3063,  3133,  3133,  3136,  3137,  3154, 

3119,  3S30,  SSU 

8[Hrita,  report  on  the  subject  of  Ihe  daties  oa       -  3571 

^amp  dntiea,  a  report  oa  the  subject  of      -         .  35T4 


Treaty.     (See  Gnat  Britam.) 

TripoH,  a  copy  of  the  treaty  with      -         -  .  3PM 

Tonis,  a  ci^y  of  the  trea^  with        -         .  .  atK 

T. 

Vaughan,  John,  a  report  on  the  petition  of  -    -  SUT 
Veesels  of  War,  a  report  m  the  eatimate  of  the 

of  biulding  them       -         .  .  3G31 


White,  Captain,  Moses,  a  report  on  the  petitiaiof  SGM 

Y. 
Ynjo,  Chevalier  de.     (See  Spanith  i 
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AgtDti,  an  act  directing  the  appaintment  of,  in 
relation  to  the  liilh  article  of  the  treaty 
with  Great  Britain  -  -  -  36SS 

Algiers,  an  act  in  relation  to  die  appointment  of  a 

Coiuut  at  -  -  -  -  3701 

Appre^lriationa,  an  act  making  additional,  for  lbs 

jear  Kienteer)  hundred  and  ninety-aeTOn     8703 

Amu  and  ammDnilion,  an  act  to  [^ohibit,  for  a 

limited  time,  the  exportation  or    -  -  3686 


AKana,  an  act  cdDcemlng  ...  3744 

Alien  eoemiea,  nn  act  concerning  -  -  8753 

Appropriationa,  an  act  making  parCial,  for  the  year 

•eienUen  hundred  and  ninelj-nghl  -  3708 

an  act  making,  for  the  nipport  of  Gavem- 
rnent  for  the  jeai  Bercnteen  hundred  and 
nine^-eight     "   -  -  -  -  8711 

an  act  making,  for  the  eiperues  of  tlie  artil- 
lery regiment       .  -  .  -  3781 
■n  act  making,  for  the  ailditional  r  BTal  anna' 

ment       ....            -  8701 
an  act  making  additional,  for  the  HTvics  of 
the  year  wvenleen  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight      87B3 

Arma  and  ammuniUon,  an  act  to  continue  tiie  act 

to  [mihibit  the  exportation  of        -  -  8731 

Armj,  an  act  to  enable  the  Prendent  to  raise  a 

prorinonal  army     .  -  -  -  37119 

an  act  nipplementny  to  the  above   -  -  3743 

an  act  to  sugment  tbe  United  Btales  Army  -  37S5 
Artillerirti  and  engineon,  an  act  for  raiung  an 

■ddilionBl  regiment  of      -  -  -  37S8 

an  act  miking  gfiprapriationa  for  the  regi- 
ment     -----  8751 

Acconnta  between  die  United  States  and  the  indi- 
lidoal  States,  an  Mt  r«ap«cting  Ihe  bal- 
ances rrportad  to  be  due  by  the  individual 
States 37B8 

Approprialians^  an  act  making,  to  defray  tbe«x< 
penaes  of  holding  *  treaty  or  treaties  with 
the  Indians         .  .  -  -  38OD 

Ml  set  making,  to  defray  the  eipenaea  of  car- 
rying into  eSect  the  treaties  with  Ihe  In- 
dians ...  -  -  3801 
•n  act  making,  for  the  support  of  Govem- 
ment  for  the  year  aevenleen  hundred  and 
ninety  nine  -  .  .  -  3981 
an  act  miking,  for  the  support  of  the  Naval 
Estsbbdinient     .            •            •  •  3941 


Page. 

Army,  an  act  giving  eventual  authority  to  the  Pre- 
sident to  augment  the  Army         •  -  8933 

Army  and  Navy,  an  act  authorizing  the  Preaident 

to  fill  vacancies  in  the      -  .  .  3963 


Bank  of  the  United  States,  an  act  (or  the  puni^- 


n  act  providing  for  the  secuiily  of,  in  cer- 

Balances,  Ax.     {StmAecounb.} 

Bills  of  Exchange,  an  act  to  alter  the  stamp  du- 
ties on  foreign  bills  of  exchange  and  billi 
of  kding,  impoied  by  tin  act  laying  dtilies 
on  stamped  vellam,  Ac  -  .  .  3806 

Boon  Island,  (Mahie,)  en  act  for  the  erection  of 

3S39 


■■cosD  sissroni 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  an  set  fcir  the  relief  of 

the  refngnes  from  -  -  -3718 

Cannon,  Ac,  an  act  to  enable  the  Pieddent  to 

procure  cannon,  ammnoilion,  Ac.  -  3736 

Claims  against  the  United  fitatea,  an  act  limiting 
the  time  within  which  claims  for  credits 
on  Ihe  books  of  (he  Tieasuiy  may  be  pre- 
aented  for  allowance        .  -  87S7 

CUAa,  an  act  to  revive  and  continue  Ihe  act  re- 
specting Ihe  compensaCton  of       -  -  8736 

Collectors,  an  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compen- 
sation of  persona  en^iloyed  in  collecting 
the  duties  on  i-nports  and  lonnage,  and  to 
insure  more  cfiectaally  the  settlement  of 
their  accouDts      .  -  -  .  8770 

Commerce  of  the  United  States,  an  act  for  the 

more  efiectnal  protection  of  the    -  -  8733 

an  act  in  addition  to  the  above         -  -  3760 

an  act  further  lo  protect  the  .  .  37M 

Craisldi,  an  act  authorizing  an  expendititre  and 
making  an  sppropriation  for  the  reimbnrae- 
ment  of  mnneya  advanced  by  Consnls  in 
certain  cases        -  -  .  .  37S1 

Contested  elections,  an  act  to  preteribe  the  mode 

of  taking  evidence  in  cases  of      .  -  8704 

Ctimes  against  the  United  States,  an  act  for  die 

8776 
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Claifc<,a 


nof    • 


o  legulal*  snd  fii  tha  compsoBa- 


Collectorfl,  an  set  lo  entaLli^  the  compenulion  of 
ofGcen  employed  in  the  collectiOD  of  the 
dutJCfl  on  imports  and  tonnage       -  -  3909 

Crimes,  an  act  Tor  the  puniihnjeat  of  certain,  tliere- 

in  specified  ....  373S 


Dntiee,  an  act  laying  additionid  duliea  on  salt       -  370 1 

Debt,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  personi  imprisoned 

for  debts  due  the  United  Btales    -  -  3T33 

an  act  aupplementsiy  lo  the  act  for  the  relief 
of  penons  imprisoned  for  debt      -  -  3734 

De^Hitchea,  a  joint  resolution  for  printing  and  dis- 
tribaling  gratuiloniilj  a  certain  number  of 
copies  (J'  the  inatractioni  to  and  despatches 
from  Ihe  Edtojs  st  Faiii  -  3794 

Direct  tai.     (See  Taxt*. ) 

Duties,  an  act  to  postpone  the  commencement  of 
the  duties  impoaed  by  the  set  laying  a 
duty  on  stamped  vdlum,  dec  -  3703 

an  act  to  amend  the  •averal  Ids  laying  duties 

oa  distilled  spiriM  and  on  slilli     -  -  3707 

SD  act  to  eontinae  for  a  limited  time  part  of 
an  act  making  further  provisiaQ  for  collect- 
ing the  duties  on  distilled  apirita,  atiUs, 
and  an  wines  and  teas     .  -  .  37IT 

an  act  to  suspend,  for  a  further  time,  Ihe  du- 
ties on  the  manubcture  of  annff,  and  the 
dnwbacks  on  the  eiporlalion  thereof        -  3790 


Diatillera  of  Oenen,  an  act  respecting     •  -  3919 

Docks,  an  act  to  authorize  the  eatablishment  of     -  8305 
Dniiee,  an  actio  regulslo  the  collection  of  the  du- 
ties on  imporls  and  tiKmsge  -  38IS 


Bifririog  laws,  an  act  lo  continue  sundry  -  8SS3 

SICOItll    SISBIOH. 

BTidence.     (See  Conletted  Ekcliotu.) 


Blecutiia  authority,  a  bill  for  the  puntshmenl  of 
peiwna  uauifung  the  Executive  sntboritj  of 
the  GoTernment.      (See  Crimei.) 

ExecnliTe  officwa,  an  act  to  augment  Ilie  salaries 


Foreign  coins,  an  act  su|^emenlai7  lo  the  act  (br 

the  regulatioD  of  -  -  -   3707 

Foragn  intercourse,  an  act  proiiding  the  means  of  3TI0 
Fiance,  an  act  to  auapend  commercial  intercourse 

with,  and  the  dependencies  thereof  -  3787 

an  act  lo  amend  said  act      >  -  -  3794 

an  actfor  abrogaljon  of  tbetrealies  with        -  37fi4 


FraiMS,  an  act  further  to  suspend  commerciil  ailti- 

course  with  -  -  31! 

French  cilizenr,  an  act  concerning  lucfa  a  bm 
been,  or  maj  be,  captnred  and  broajhl  IdId 
the  United  iitalea  ■  -  S 

Frontiers,  an  act  to  regulate  trade  and  inloisiirae 
with  Ihe  Indians  and  lo  pteacrie  poet  ki 


Qslleys,  anadtoaulhoriietheFresidentt^puidm 
or  build  a  number  of  amall  vnalilobt 
equipped  as  galleys  -         -  Jm 

an  act  to  amend  said  act       -  ■         - 1749 

Day  Head,  MaKsachusetts,  an  act  to  aulhorinllit 

erection  of  a  light-house  na  -         -319! 

Georgia,  an  act  far  an  amicable  aelUemeat  of  limiti 
with  and  lo  eatabtiah  a  gorernmeiit  m  liic 
Miaaiidppi  Tenitoiy         -  -  Hll 

Gloucealer,  Meiwchuaetta,  an  act  to  etfsbM  u 

armusi  aalaiy  for  the  aorveyor  of  the  pwl  of  3Tn 


OmeTa,  an  act  repecting  the  distillers  of  - 


Insolvent  laws,  an  set  for  relief  of  peraoni  impni- 

oned  fttr  debts  due  the  United  SUM        -  lit 
an  act  aupplementsiy  lo  the  act  for  teHefof 
persons  impriioned  for  debt  -  '  ^ 

(See  Detpalcha.'i 


Impost  and  tonnage,  an  act  to  legnlale  Ibe  codec-    ^ 
tion  of  the  dutiea  on  -  -  •  *'' 

an  act  to  eetabliih  the  compensation  of  officm 
employed  in  collecting  the  dutic*  on        -  ^' 
Indians,  an  act  making  appropriationa  to  dcfiij  I)* 
expenses  of  holding  a  treaty  or  trtali«  ■iili 

the » 

an  act  making  appropriations  to  defisy  ihen- 
penses  of  carrying  into  efiectcertajn  main 
with  the  -  -  -        .  ■  * 

an  act  lo  n^iulate  trade  and  intercoune  wilk 


Judidaty,  an  act  in  further  addition  to  lbs  ad  )• 
establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  ihe  Uuud 
States     -  -  -  _  -W 

Journals  of  Congress,  joint  Raolution  authvriniq 
a  subscription  for  400  rallies  of  folwdfi 
edition  of  Ihe    -  -  -  ■ " 
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017,  an  Mt  providing  ei 
nunhalt,  tttmatjm,  ji 
eooTti  of  ihe  UniUi]  E 


ct  aalhorizing  ■ 


iip«iwatn)i  &n  tbc 
ron,  Ac,  of  the 
■to,  aod  for  other 


hutii,  an  let  aalhoiiuDg  agrantofloB.  Mouot 

anJ  other',  inhitiitant*  orOdlicqialia        •  8746 
Land*  and  dwclling-houaea,  aDoclto  provide  for  the 
valuation  of,  anJ  fur  the  emimeralion  of 
■Lave*  in  the  United  8ut£*  -  •  37GT 

Light-hooaea,  &c,  an  act  for  the  erection  of  a 
light  houae  and  placing  buoys  at  cartaio 
ptae^  therein  Tnentioned  -  -  -  3709 

an  act  for  erecting  h  light-hooae  and  placing; 
buoy*  anil  Mak«  at  placea  therein  men- 
tioned    -  -  -  •       '     -  3734 
an  act  for  erecting  a  ligbt-home   on   Gay 
Head,  in  Martha's  Vineyard,  Maaa.  -  87S9 
Loan,  an  act  authorinag  a  loan  for  the  nao  of  the 

City  of  Wftidlington         -  -  -  37SS 

an  act  to  enable  the   Freodent  to   bomw 

money  for  the  public  aervice  -  -  8789 

■n  act  authoriiiag  the  Preadent  to  ohtun  a 
loan  on  the  credit  of  the  direct  lax  .  379 1 

Loan  office  and  final  asttlement  cortificatee,  dec., 

an  ict  reepecting  -  -  -  37S4 

TBIBD  BIHIOr. 

Ludi,  an  act  to  amend  the  act  regnlating  gnuila 
of^  fiiT  military  aervicea,  and  for  the  Society 
of  United  Bielbren  -  -  -  3933 

an  act  to  uilboriie  the  aale  of  certain  landa 
between  the  Great  and  Little  Miami  rivera, 
and  for  granting  a  pre-emption  to  certain 
pun:haaer(  and  aettJera     -  -  -  3937 

Landa  and  dwelling-hooaea,  an  act  to  amend  the  act 
for  the  valuaticn  of,  and  for  enumeratiai 
of  the  alave*  in  the  United  Slates  -  8B 1 1 

Lawaof  the  United  States,  an  act  in  addition  to  the 

set  for  more  general  promulgation  of  the    -  8933 

Ligbt-booaes,  &X.,  an  act  for  the  erection  of  a  bea- 
con on  Boon  Island,  Maine  -  -  S93S 


Mileage,  an  act  allowing  fall  mileage  to  members 

of  both  Houses    ■  -  -  -  8701 

Mihtia,  an  act  authoriiing  a  detachment  from  the  8fl67 

Marine  corps,  an  act  for  organizing  and  otabtish- 

ing  a      -  -  -  -  3774 

Maryland,  an  act  decliring  assent  of  Congress  to 
an  act  of  this  Mtate  lespecting  the  appoint- 
menl  of  an  health  officer  -  -  -  3716 

Massachuaetta,  in  ad  declaring  aaeni  of  Congreaa 

to  an  act  of  this  State      -  -  -  37IS 

Merchant  vesaela,  an  act  to  anthorize  the  defenee 

D^  Bgaiiut  French  dqiredatiotu  -  8747 

Military  EstaUishment,  an  act  to  amend  the  act  to 
amend  and  repeal  in  part  Uie  BCl  to  aacar- 
Uinand&tthe   ....  3738 


Hililaij  Et^Bblishment^^ontinued.  Page, 

an  act  making  appropriationa  for  the  -  .  3736 

Militia,  an  act  authoriiing  the  payment  of  a  detach- 
ment of,  for  aeriices  in  the  expeilition  un- 
der Mejor  Ore      ....  3737 
an  Bctprovidingannsfortbe  '  -  3763 

Misriasippi  Territory,  an  act  eatabliahiiig  a  govern' 

mentinthe         ....  3719 
Monot,  Btephen,  and  others.     (See  Latult.') 


Marine  corps,  an  act  to  aulhoriia  at 


Medical  Establiabment,  an  act  to  legalatethe 


Naval  armament,  an  act  providing  a  '  -  3S&9 

North  Carolina,  an  act  for  reviving  and  continU' 
ing  suits  and  processes  in  the  Circuit  Court 
in  the  State  ....  3693 


Natoraiiiation,    an  act  ■npptsmanlary   to  and  to 

ametid  th:  act  SBlBbli^ngBn  uniform  rule  of  3739 
Pi'sval  ainiBinent,  enact  making  an  additional  ap 

propriation  for  the  sapport  of  a      -  .3717 

an  act  to  pro'ida  an  additional  armament  for 

the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the  U.  States   3733 
an  act  eupplementaFy  to  the  above  -  8761 

an  act  to  amend  the  act  10  provide  a  naval    - 

aimaroent  .  »  -  .  3748 

■D  act  making  further  approprialiona  for  Ihe 
additional  naval  armament  -  -  3791 

Navy  Deportment,  an  act  eaUbliabing  the  -  8734 

Navy,  an  act  fixing  Ihe  pay  of  captains  and  com- 

mandeiBof  ships  of  waroftbeUnitedSulea  3801 
an  act  for  the  government  of  the  navy  -  3914 

an  act  for  the  augnHtntalion  of  the  navy        .  3804 
an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  es- 
tablishment ....  3941 


Oaths,  an  act  to  aulhoriie  certain  offieera  and  other 

peiaona  to  administer  oaths  .  3736 

Old  Point  Comfort,  Virginia,  an  act  for  Ihe  erec- 
tion of  a  lighthouse  at    '  -3734 


Porta  and  harbors,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  further 

defence  of  -  -  -  -  3687 

Privateering,  an  act  for  the  prevention  of,  against 
nations  in  amity  with  the  United  Stales,  or 
against  the  property  of  A  merican  dtisens  -  3SSG 

PenaiaaerH,  an  act  directing  the  Secrelaiy  of  War 

la  pUcB  certain  persons  on  the  pension  list   8707 

Potts  and  harbors,  an  act  supplementaiy  to  the  act 

to  provide  for  the  furihei  defence  of  -  87S6 

Post  Office,  &«.,  an  act  to  continue  Ihe  iA  aec 
tion  of  the  act  in  addition  to  ibe  act  Ibr 

ofthe         -  -  -  8717 
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ProTinoneJ  Army,  an  set  to  enable  the  Preiident 
to  ruM  a  ■  .  .3 

an  act  aupplementary  to  aid  act      -  -  3 


Poat  OSca,  aa  act  te  establiah  Uie 
Preaident  uf  the  United  Stales,  an  act  to  Teal 
him  the  power  of  lelaliation  in  cectaia  a 


Quarantine,  an  act  respecting  quarantine  and  health 


Befoseea,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  refugees  from 

C&Dadsand  Nova  Srotia  •  -3713 

Revenue.     (See  Colleclora.) 

Keienoe  cutten,  an  act  to  continue  part  of  an  ad 
respecting  the  compenBation  of  the  ofGcert 
and  marinera  of  ■  -  -  -  87S8 


Salt.     (See  Dvlia.) 

Ships  and  Tenda,  an  act  conctuning  the  regiMer- 

ing  and  recording  of        -  -  -  368S 

Slock,  an  act  lo  continue  the  act  authoriiing  the 

tranafer  of  certain  stock    -  -  -3700 

Seamen,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  aiek  and  disabled  •  37S7 

Secretsiy  of  the  Navy,  an  act  extending  the  bank- 
ing privilege  lo  the  ...  3T43 

Sedition.     (See  Crime:) 

SlaTSB,  an  act  (a  provide  for  the  enumeradon  of 

the  slaves  in  tbs  United  Slatfa      -  -  8TG7 

Snuff     (SeeDufiei.) 

SptriM.     (SeeDufiei.) 

Statnp  duties  an  act  to  postpone  the  eommence- 
menl  of  the  datiea  imposBd  by  the  act  lay- 
ing a  duty  on  atamped  vellum,  &c.  -  S703 
an  act  lo  amend  the  act  laying  a  duty  on 
stamped  vellum,  &C,        ...  S716 


the 

moiwys  advanced  for  the  relief  of  ad  lai 
destitute  seimen  in  foreign  conntria      -  371! 
an  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  ctbf  rf 

sick  and  disabled  seamen  -  .US 

an  act  to  revive  and  continue  pans  of  Ae  k1 
for  the  relief  and  protection  of  sianwD      -  931 
Society  of  United  Brethren.     (See  LmuU.) 
Stamp  duties,  nn  act  to  alter  the  stamp  dolis  oc 
foreign  bills  of  eidiange  and  Ulla  of  bding 
impoMd  by  the  act  laying  a  duly  on  dmp- 
ed  vellum,  and  to  amend  the  aiid  act      -  Vt 
T. 

Taies,  an  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tti       -  T7? 

Trade  of  the  United  Stales,  an  act  to  provide  iw 

the  further  protection  of  the         -  .  jn 

an  act  suppleoientary  to  said  act       -  -  371 

Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  an  iO  u 
aitta  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  » 
tabliahmant  and  r^nlationof  iheasDepsil- 


Tennessee,  an  act  to  amend  the  act  fin  givfaig  efitd 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  witlm  tin 
State       .  ■  .  .  -M 

Timber,  an  act  to  aulhoriie  the  pnrchaas  aC,  (or 

naval  purposes    -  •  .  .  3S| 

Troops  of  tba  United  Sutes,  an  act  for  the  beWr 

orgsniwlion  of    -  -  .  -SSI 

U. 

Uaarpattan  of  Executive  authority.  (See  Cn*nu>.) 


Vessels,  small.     (See  GaUeyt.) 

Vermont,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the 

district  court  in  this  Stale  -  -  3tl 

Vessels  of  war,  an  act  fixing  the  pay  of  csptiioi 

and  ccnnmandars  of  -  -  -3) 


Washing' on  City,  an  act  aulhcniung  a  loon  fcrllie 
Widows  and  orphans,  an  act  tnaking  proviooo  tbi 


'.r^i- 
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